82nd Airborne Division, 22-30 September 1943 (Red Beach,
Paestum, Italy); Item 863, Part C: Journals of 307th Airborne
Engineer Battalion, 7-30 September 1943, operations overlays
(Sicily, Italy); Item 864, Part A: U.S. Army, 319th Glider Field
Artillery Battalion, Historical record, October 1943, overlays
(Italy), Supplement to D-20 film; Item 864, Part B: Report of
action, September 1943, overlays, map (Tunisia and Italy),
Supplement to D-20 film; Item 871, Part A: U.S. Army, 505th
Parachute Infantry, Historical records, October 1943, overlays,
field order #5 (Italy); Item 871, Part B: G-3 report, October
1943, overlays, Kernel White unit reports, 23 Armored Brigade
operations orders; Item 872, Part A: U.S. Army, 508th
Parachute Infantry, 30 days in Holland and Germany with the
508th Parachute Infantry, 17 September-16 October 1944;
Item 872, Part B: History of 508th Parachute Infantry, 1-18
February 1945 (Germany); Iltem 872, Part C: Battle of the
Bulge, 1-31 January 1945, overlays; Item 872, Part D: Belgian
campaign, 17-31 December 1944, overlays; Item 896, Part A:
U.S. Army, XVIII Airborne Corps, Report of Airborne phase, 17-
27 September 1944, Operation Market; Item 896, Part B: U.S.
Army, 82nd Airborne Division, Operation Market historical
data, overlays, maps, charts; Item 896, Part C: U.S. Army, 101st
Airborne Division, Participation of 101st Airborne Division in
Operation Market for period D-D plus 10; Item 896, Part D:
U.S. Army, 101st Airborne Division, Report of Operation
Market, D-D plus 10, Charts, annexes, tables, overlays, casualty
report, air support requests, resupply; and Item 896, Part E:
U.S. Army, XVIII Airborne Corps, "Mission accomplished,"
illustrations.

Number of pages: 399 p.

Notes: From the MCoE HQ Donovan Research Library, Fort Benning, GA.
Microfilm collection. Call #: D 21, Items 833, 835-836, 852, 863-864, 871-872, and

896.
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HEADQUARTERS )
1;661'H PARACHUTE FIELD. ARTILLER! BA’I‘I‘ALION
- AFTER ACTION REPOET

24 March 1945
Lt 'l'he Battalion dropped at P}zk hour (1021‘), in previously .selected area,
appmx:hnately 5000 meters horth of Wesel," (xermany with the mission. of: direct -
upport-of -513th-P: I vy Regiment, —Moderate flak was encountered - — -~
+ One complete howitzer sectien

was dropped west of the Rhine River, ten minutes prior to reaching the DZ,
his-was—due-to—crew chfer—giﬂng‘the“"‘gcs"*sf 1l too #ooh,
~~On"the groung heavy siill “a 3 te’rad.

43 no_infantry. was_dropped.in.the.vicinity,.the. Battaliod deployed.and .onght. .
as infantry in order to sec American and British gliders
~—began—landings Shortly avter the ﬁﬁfﬁﬁ"‘?mn and als8c encountered heavy.sfmm,
20mm and -small ayms fire, =
Battery B assembled the first howitzer at 1208 which was used for direct
ﬁ.re on a house which had automatic fire coming from it,

: By early afternvon the resistance had been sufficiently cleared for the gun
crews to assemble some of their equipment, At approximately 1530 a Base Point
Registratlion through DO, was under way by Captain James Cake.

By 1700 the Battauon had thirteen howitzers in position to fire, 4t t.hia

7" time Lt James Nanmek was given command. of Batter A due to ¢ Lo easualties o!' aly "~
) battery officers, -
" Radio communication was established the 513th Combat Team Headquarters at
1400, and wire communication was established by 1800. Battalion radio net vas
in Y

complete by 1600 wire at, 15!;0' wire 3
Comsand Post by 1500; - - ey
- Brigadier Geneta.l Gaither; U a ‘the P: hut bchool, Brigadisr
G 1 Dalby, ding General of -the Airbome _Lenter,-and Colonal Diskey
Ward Depmment Observer B jumpm talion.:-They congratulated
the Battalion.on the superior performance both as 1nfant.ryman and artillerymen,
the efficiency of the Battalion in clearing the. area and assembli.ng of the
= ‘-sgquipment, - I - e
. 4 strong perimet.er defense of the: B&tta]d.on area was established, rcuulcing
in the” capture of four and killing of three enemy.
The Battalion captured over 4O® prisoners during the day. Sporadic artillery
ﬁ.re fell in the Battalion throughout. the night . .

25 ‘larch 191.5 N
The Battalion still in position north of Wesel, Germany.
At approximately 0200, men of Batiery U and Battery B who were on the
perimeter defense, dispelled an enemy patrol with small arms and machine gun fire;
enflicting 3 casualties on the patrol, . (2 officers and 1 enlisted ‘man),
-At 0900, tlie last howitzer ojﬁtw,_which_nm_dmpngd.lm ym:ds.ahopt——
of the DZ, arrived and was put into action. s L . .

AUG 13 1946
TOTEG




-=By 1300, the last. hon:i.tzer “of ‘Battery. A, whtch ‘was dropped uest of the
mﬂ.ue River arrived with-the complet&gun crew, ..The batta.lion tias 811 15
" Rowitzers in action. -

The mission of the Battalion remains, the same, as direct supoort of the
513th Parachute Infantry- ngiment

26 March 1945
The battalion still in position morth of:Wesel, Gemny
“0730, the Battalion truck column-under comand of ist Lt Charlas Larkin-
arrived from base, The trucks brought in kitchens, bed rolls for- 1 ersonnel
———————and-three-more-howitzers-with- amunition.._Battalinn_mw_haLthmitLts in
action andl-unserviceable-- enemy-emall- arms—fire. deutroyed the recoil cylinde

Bth

of -these ﬁnalopme——line.nx:e.pax:ticﬂarly_ £

as reported by cur fomrd'observers. These fires drove some 200 enemy into
-~the- open where they were killed or eaptured by our supported infantry.

.- At 2000 the mission of the Battalion changed to direct support of units-
of the British_2nd Army who had relieved the 513t.h Parachute Infantry Regiment
after the final phase 1ine was t.aken.

27 March 1945 M :
. At 0800 this unit' was relieved of direct support of the British unit,. Ve
__are now reinfprcing the fires of ‘the 68lst.Glider Field Artillery Battalion, _ .
These field artillery battalions were formed into a group "Keating" to support
the 194th Glider Infantry Regiment.

At ~0930 this-battalion batFoecup;aanawpositionLabometers north—
sast of Wedel, Germany. Almost dsntinwous’y
18 being pushed forward dué to the speed “of the offensive,
At approximately 1500 the Battalion agsin moved out and at 1730 arrived
- in new positions at 31774491 about 800 meters aouthweat of a Geman Hospital
called Kol. Luhlerheim,

. The Battalion fired five haraseing miasions shortly after mival

28 March 19155 o

The Battalion moved to new position anproximately LO0O meters west of
Schermbeck at 0900,

The miasion of the Battalion remains the same Ninforcing the !'irea of
St

: -GRidenSialtArtillory Rattalio

Batta’ moved again-at aporoxima ) 5
opposition the Battalion was required to wait in an assembly area, north of -
Schernbeck. 'Unit into position at 1845. Battalion took 17 prisocners 3 of
which weré taken out of Battalion Command Post, .One Enlisted tan killed -in
action and one. Enlisted Man wounded by small arms fire when A Battery.vwas

going into position. -Due to the rapid advance of the infantry small pocketa
of enemy “enemy’ resistance are being left behind,

e 29 March Y45 wow- mmen samin s o e

At 1545 this Battalion moved forward by t.ruck Battlalion wag held up
.overnight by armor priority on roads.
e Battalions's mission remains as reinforcing fires of the 681% Glider
Field Artillery Battalion .




2000 meters south of Dulmen, Germany at 1530;
Small isolated snemy groups continue. to harasa the oecupatio
&mv air activity is spondie but conﬂned of enly obuemtion.

: 31 Y&Nh 19‘05 :
At 1'1'20 thia Bttmion mwd tomrd to new pouition 1000 meters.
of” N‘ott\ﬁ.ll_ﬁd
Ba mi.on rdasion otill to reinforce fires of the 68lst.- Glider Pield
v wnttllion has been_uaigm 3l




The mission of the’ battalion wag direct support or the slBth zaraqhuto Intan x'y
regiment which was to precede. the h66th Fehe-on to the Sane drop zone.

In addition t.o the 42 C-47 airplanes the battnulion had men and. equipment
loaded into a totallof] 17-CGhA-Glider: . AW
groups-at separate-departure fisldse Une group of three gliders eonbaining three.- .
7 5 howitzers: -was assigned to come. in with the. glider element of Division Ar-

tillery lead ‘4-,‘. batt A second graup. u&gnm contaimng % ton

Hhﬁmphg:qlmﬁmmm—mmm*rﬁcen“_d_ﬁ8 en—
listed mefi, passed over the khine river at-I620 hours: At 1025 H the plaiies
had reached the designated drop zone and the green light was given o release R
the loads-and -junp the stickes Between-the river Rhine and the-Dg- mudiuurtrhsavy*
£lak ‘consisting mainly of 20MM AA was. enconnteieg ith the heaviest
concentrated ‘in the vicinit.y of the DZ; Ivo enlisted men were wounded by
Jump. A eonsidorable number of 1

£== o e ¥
-yapdsigiay from a building he had
photo recomx&isance td“be the Battalion TPe

P

“ALL batterles with the exception of mCw ba.t.tery had a concentrated dmp
pattern on the ground.

o Y

Inmediately upon landinb the battalion encountered stiff. resiatanco by the
defending enemy, The situation was extremely-sericus aa the Parachute Infantry .
kegiment that was supposed to precede this battalion into-the drop zone had been
dropped i.n error. approximately four miles to the north, It remained for this

. In order to show speei{ic details of the ensuing action the acbivitiea of
ea.ch bat.t.ery will he taken nup. ssp‘rately.

and Hmd- rters Batt

The majori’(.y of the men lan 1anded in close prox:l.\rd.ty to a group of buildlngs

“that-had-beeni’ previousiy sslected us the Lattalion' command poste Several men .7
who 1an d insediately adjacent to the buxldings were.wounded by small aims-

'1he battalion commandax‘ dirscted the usiatant—-




e

8~3, cayt.. cm:-lngleGee, 0-3001..16‘ to - organize the men in the vicinity and Clear
th

8 area, Ih the. ensuing action f,wo of the enumy were Id1led and & total of 23
~ prisoners taken,

Members of the bat.t.ery who Landed mrthar away encountered sharp sld.mishu :
1n making thelr way to the CP. The platoon Communication Officer lst LIRUT, -
. JOHN P, STACY, 0-1049366 and the Battalion Ammunition Sergeant S/Sgt. Henry Y.
—Parker, 1A002525 3 mall group of men. encountered intense fire from some
ganizing the men an acking the positiona LT, STACY
and Sgt, Parker silenced the weapons. ' The operations Sergeant Tech/Sgt. Joseph

- Plansgan, 32160342 landed neaf & ﬁ.xed artilia'ry pleces Reqcthsg quickly Sgt
- F

 The Battery Gomm IST-LIEUT; RONALD 3. mn.ucm, 0-1.170502 vas wounded |
as he was leading a small group to the battalion (P lone -

_when th&b\gldings £ the-GP-had- boen clea.red the ‘personnel 6!‘ f.he Head~

- qnartem set about 1o organize the CP Lucld.ly a SCR 609 radiofbundle had been-
—IIrECOvered-and-1t-was-aet

answer to the :lnitial ca.ll u

The Fire Direction Center, the Wire
Tganized thefis:

up equipnent bundles

ulekly” ely
hat—had landed- near‘y’ The CP installations were beginni.ng to make thelr ap- .

Additional radios were set up, wire 1al
Ba ery positions, a switchboa.rd was-.installed. and a ﬁring chart waa set up,

was made-with—the of—the—supported

- infantry at 1200 Hours and at that ti:e the tx-iendly situation became clearer. .
The infantry troops who were supposed to have landed in the same DZ were at ‘that
time considerably scattered and were fighting their way to. assembly points. It
was obvious that-several hours would elapse before the infantry battalion ,could
organize and set about reaching objeétive poi.mah However the kegimental Com

mauder was informed that artilléry. support would be available to him for any mi_s-
sion. . ’ . o

- By 1300 hours "A" Battery had aet. up. tour pieces in position and "B" Babtary
had three pleces, “C* Battery did not have any. pleces, In position at this time,
altho .two pleces had been assembled. These two pleces wers" usad-else where for

direct fire xnisaio nix‘a communicntion had been-established with both-1A% and -
B Battery upof Dlvision Artille:

1anded by phrachut.e glose by .

At 1330 Hours CAPTAIN: J AMES - CAKE; 0-25372 & Liatson- Ofﬁcarwtthﬁha A=
. rant.x'y ca.ued'x‘or a fire misslon on an-enemy stmng point. in a house,. The data




": supporting Data Co: o T T 6 page 3 .
pporting r. - » page 37
was prepared at Fire Direction Genters.and transmitted-to "B Battery who was
“ i pasligned the mission. The second round, with smoke shell being used, hit the )
LT tiouse and set it on fire. Cease Tiring was given to énable the infantry to. .~
take prisoners as the eflemy came out—of the house.—The data from this misajon - - ..

277 was used for-registration R - = N L

- -In addition to interior Battalion Radlo Commnication being set up, Radio:
Communication was also completed with reinforcing. artillery units on-the west. .
bank of. the khine, thru the radio. set of the Corps Tdaison Officer who had. jumped
4n with the battalion, Ths first contact made was at 1200 Hours and- insured
naximum:,artillery is’uppo_rt for any mission assigned to the battallon. .

o

" " L ant i
—By=1500-Hours-¥

dstablishad—with-2C2 Batt

WhO————
reporbed-three—pleces—laid and ready to fire,” This ught the total up to

two more pieces in Baker Batlery had been se
> Aot ent e 140 Cestals

o Pe g
Tire-had-been—estabiizhed——

UPVEY Serg =
n_area survey had been completed.

imental Comuander W
~:FoAe BRe—CPe. Irmediate-plans were madae to continue on with the assigned mis-
slons and full -artillery support was assired the Infantry Battalion Commanders.

M1 Farward Observer—and Lialson Officer parties had by this tine checked
into-tie-Battalion Radio-Net-and-reported-they-wers-with-their assigned infantry
units, T T T R T T

.-t - ~“The element of Headquarters Battery that came in by glider began arriving
at -the OP at-approxifately: 1500 Hours e The-SCR-193.-and_SCR -608 . radiortrucks
WETE dreth h—landinga.of the glidera,. . However, the SCR 69h

second 1 ton truck, both hauling trailers loaded with_ communication eq

safely and made their way directly to the CP. .

In the clearing of the area of enemy and setting up of the GP Headquar\".era
Battery dufféred eighteen casualties intluding five killed as contrasted to
capturing a total of 100 prisoners and killing 15 of the enemye Co

BAW Battery

Initially the’men of this battery encounteped extremely-heavy small arms--
anID phobnooanbments undles .. Ehe.Bath xerutive .
y ediately upon lending gathered
the men clpdest to him“and: dashed heedlessly toward the equipment-chutes intent:- :
‘upon getting the howitzers'assembled, LT. O'BRBEN and several men of the.yzroup. :
were killed by.small amms fire as they crossed an open tielF;—t':'r:— ‘the way. to the
equipment, . T T ; . R

—




‘suppo?ﬁi“g”ﬁ‘i‘f“’“‘%f.vu" : o e B

P P B ..

_ CAPT, CHARLES DUREE, «0- 182224 tthe Bat.tery comnandor began to organil hh o s
w“iﬁ.‘%ﬁﬁﬁ m*mwcmhrwmw
He was serioualy wounded while doing this and-the command of the bat.t.ery paaaed .
~on’te the First Sergeant George-R; -Grasel, ASN- £9¥o fob s~ -

As the enemy ree:lata.nce was reduced the men procured the ‘squipment ‘bundles -
and assémbled the guns. “The first two pieces were assembled by 1100 hoursy the
‘third plece was delayed-until 1400 hours as it had linded close to an enemy -
‘strong point thot had been difficult to neutralize; the itk section was & howitzer
that had come in by glider and did not Feach the position ares until 1430 Hours, '
The fiftth section of their battery had been erronecusly dropped with its greem enfire

ine to-the-battall

his nen and equimont, comandeemd two £ ton t.mclcs, cngaged d in heate: argm{enu -
M&mmmwﬁw

£ 1200 Hours on D-day the Battalion COxmander on visit.ing RAN Bat.t.ory
area discovered that all officers lad been killéd or woundeds He directed a
. St.aff Officer,, 1T x.mx'r JAMES NAMMACK, O-388550 to take command of the. battary.

urs-the-Battallon ¥, d :Ltmef.ed- t!mLAfBaht.ezsLm!Lfm_
1ts initial popition to an areés about 2000 yards t6 the gouth to g position that
had been_previously selec! he._initial position had been cccupied as the
originally planned position was under enemy fire at the time the pleces were as—
sanbled;” The move was necessary as.the three batteries were too: close t.oget.her -

-._in their initial positions-and would be aubject. to heavy casualties if subjected
to enefy mmery fire. The move was made quickly, the oriem-ing 1ine was ex-
tend nal Burvey rades

- In clearing the. enemy from* iw initial position area and occupying & battery .
——position-"A% Battery suffered-a-total of-22-easualties-including five idlled. a8 |
contrasted to capt.uring sixty mmm.

"B" Battery

. _As in It.he cise of MAW Batt.ery this battery met heavy enemy resistance im-
mediately upon landing. Most of the resistance cams from 204 AA guns that had
engaged the airplanes while in the air and then the men as they landed. T/5 .

o one of the guna and” fired a rifle grenade. This round nout.ralized the
First Sergeant dohn ’a“emi'ck, 45N, £ PI5Y&Yand Prt, Dan Morgan, ASN. ¥ 7703 .

anmimtecLanother enemy strong point when they bol ashed thru the roof of a
ey—%oek—Hat&!—ef;lé—pmen He hedse mﬁf;whnm”—-—
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The first plece was assembled at. ].100 Hours, under the direct!.on of Su‘goam.

. Wfa%&k—#!mmxingrto_:.hmbhmm
. countered the Ba talion S-3, MAJOR GEHORGE ROBIE, 0-37%33 who dirocted Sorgea.nt
Guy-to-take

. this enemy atmng- point that killed LIEUT. O'BHIGN and amml men n'om nAm
Batt.ery -as they tried to reach their equ:lment.

Direct fire was used against. the building until the mnunition aupoly gave . -
outy At this point several men volunteered to go out on a fire swept field and -
recover additional amminition bundles. When more ammunition was received direct .

. B s g Battery had three hovd.tzers 1aid and reatw to ﬁra. The fomh
howitzer had landed neax “C" Ba.t.tery area and was hot recovered as quickly due to -
&I ©;

“"last section .was ths plece thab came in by glider and was laid an ready to fire
~at 1630 hourse N

- In clearing the enemy from its area and in occupying it.s position "B" Bat.tu'y :
- suffored 21 casualties including 13 killad 25 contrasted to cammgz prisoners - '
and k1Tt 10 of the enemy. !

ngn Bat.tery
8 DALLsry mi & StifTest ressm‘in_Tcwn“E‘FTinteen 176 B9 talion
area, In addition the persénnel wers dropped over a conaidprable distance and
were not as well trated as the T 1 of the’ other three batteries.
Since this battery was in the last alrplanes of the battalion column it received. :
;-a‘heavier concentration of flak as it passed over the DZ and as the men descended
on the DZ, An entire stick of twelve men were all either killed of wounded and
it -is k.nown thdt some of ‘these men wers hit while in déscents -
sieininids

- .On the- ground the men reacted quick]qr to the enemy resistance and despd.t.o .-
“the heavy losseq aucceeded in eévertually clearing the. areas

. The first pleces assembled were droppad short of the battery posi Qn"and -
" Were abaembled at 1115 hours. 1ST LIEDT, CHARLES DUG@AR, O-117Q349 directed the
the battalion area, -kn route he was. forced
1o use the plece to neut.ralize an enemy st.mng point. in-a house.




. The second howit.ser was ie‘d‘by its Chief of Section Sergeant Ioloy lmu, .
ASN 20514968, En route to the-battalion position Sgt. Haymes was.idlled by
amaﬂ—m*ﬁrm-hr dLrwet v

whcn _the.-area had been nuntraltz

The-first pﬂece to be layed and reatw to fire was a howitzer that was glido&—- ~
in and reached the batt.alion position at 1500 hours, The pleces that had landed .
short-of the position area arrived and were layed at 1600 Houpss, The fourth -
- plece was finally recovered: from a-£ire -swept-field and uaa,layed at 1700 Hours
- - The f£ifth plece had been dropped in woods.held by the eneny until’ thie night of"
D-day. The piece was recovered and in position af at-0800_Hours on-Dl.

alion Commander visitod the battery po‘it S&m'lm‘ﬂoura"'
and saw _the large number of cesualtles he directed that PAY and "BY Babttery.
Tive men each to WCP Battery.as éﬁaitfoﬁ Tielp. =

In clear:\ng the area of‘exgnemLand organinng its position this bat.t.ery suf~
£14) £ 51 ¢asumlties including 24 ki1l The battery capfuredﬁhfr
prisonex-s, ld_‘Lled fifteen and vounded !meen of the encw. .

Medlical Detachment

The Battalion Surgeon CAPT. LORAN
ders-- In-his Headquarters Sect.ion were. fivn aid mene. .

ome “in" wit.h ‘the gl:lder l.u‘t.

~Immed ely upon landing the-entire Medlcal Socbion went into-action:ade—= E
ating d,_ThesBattalion Add Station wea established in the
“EP" puilding by 1130 hcurs and wit the next +ive hours a total of~106——
_ casualties were trealed with-the .amazing record of not having one patient die .
while under their gare, The Battery ald M ed
particularly in areas vhere enemy rm‘

. The 30 medical { ton trucks a.rx'ived at the aid stat,ion aL approxtmately |
. 1400 Hourse - In. addit‘on to bringing a welcome supply of plasma and other medi— P
cal equipment the i ton trucks were invaluable as litter carrier ‘Ba =

Hith a total of 13. howit,zers :!.n poaif.ion by 1760, Hours q_nd a complet.e wi.ra ’

et YO
its I“onard Observers with the Infantry, The main effort of the mfant.ry was
directed toward a large woods“to the west of the Drop Zone. However, enemy
;resistence by this ti.e had partially disintefgrated and due to the large mumber
of wandering friendly units no.artiilery fire was called for to_ support. ‘hhls -~
attack which was completed-at- 190(LHours.,, -

—y

Anot er” infantry objective was the securing of the Issel river to the east
Several fire missions were called for in: support: of this at-

6y At
t.he west bank of the Rhine. The reason ror t.his—uas to a.void shﬂting he-




During the night of D—day continuous harassi.ug flre was pl.aced ‘in’ lront.’ox e
our lines on the Issel canal, A% the battalion positions a strong-perimeter ="
""defense was maintained as there were still a great many isolated-groups of enemy
~in the ares,’ During the night a total of ﬂ..t'teen ‘brisoners were: taken, five of X
"."the enemy vere lcllled and one was wounded. -No” casualties- resulted !qr ".he bééth
Pcht. P.A. Bu. .

e GO BCLE —The f£ift! o
" MCW Battery arrived and were placed. in position, Strong hm.ssing £ires were
mhdntained in front of the line along the Isael canal- as '.ho infantry consolidat.od

" coricentration of fire broke e enemy antry
heavy harassing and interdiction tire continued—shmu@mxt the xd.ght. -of D-'-l.

R A rsview of the activities of the L66th Pcht. FeAo Bne ahowod that the
«..battallon. committed an.original Btreugth of 27.0fficers.and 358 Enlisted Men.to..
- in- d-a-total of.

-y gl P
,J:mught in by glider. A total of 1550 rounds of 50 amunif.ion was also brought.

in Alrborne.

Afiorig: 416~ personie: ;*’eaau’aitiéhfvim’a\;srdned'as-fouowar';w.;f =
B h > : !

Ofricers T il iSted Met
2 . 4y

2

1 B R __rf___ B
9 Officers: - oo it
Aggregate Cbsua_i?;ié_; 106 Officors and llm. . o L

5 i

RYVFEEPETE YR b wnddpkapedsd
position and fired in support of the. inram‘.ry. This is the first time a Parachuts'
Field millery Battalion has made a -combat jump and recovered all of its pleces

" to fire against the enemy, In a.dditlon, almost 100% of the ammunition was recovered.

e A eurverammd;hm X : ma
“‘defenses, Ificluded among these were 10 millery pdéces of 76K calibre, two
batteries of four-puns esch of 20MM Wntidireraft guns. Thé 466th Pohte F. Ae Bne
mﬂ.f,cted the rollovd“‘ng losses on the’ enan;n




; chute School ‘and ‘BEIG.. GENERAL JOSIAH T, DALBEY, - - .
USA ‘Canmanding-General of the Airborne Command. Both of these General Officers
gave a first hand account of what takes place where a Parachute Artillery Bat~

-~ talion meets-determined enemy resistance on the ground, Following the operation
. GENFRAL GAITHER in addition to. citing several individuals for awards wrote the.

vigion

. following letter to'the D

—pl:

~ 2+s—In-addition toindivi
: ofiicienty

ety == YOuP-6fy =Py 500 pl—
standing Commander, COL. BOOTH and his Executive, MAJGR HADLEY, . Faced with
& modt difficult situstion they fotught rapldly and efficlently as infantry, oleared:
the DZ of enemy, attacked and secured gun positions and set up for artillery -

“: - support ‘of -infantry before any contact had been made with' the infantry. It was
& privilege to have-been associated with them ) s

- S /5/ RIGELY oATmR.

BRIGJGENUSA




; mmum*‘ks ~'
A66TH PARACHUTS FIZEO—AR
T ATO ,,-.52

s . 12 dpril 1945
S‘UBJ'ZCT: ca-ua.lty Ra;ort.

“T0 ‘v Compendirg General, Divisin irtillery, 17 h Atrborne Division, '
CoARO jASZ, UeSe drmy. . o :
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Stnnford, Donald, 37551275, 24
q dehad':u. dalter Je, 86816466. Pee 24 Hnr}

vA LU, 238 B,
+ Ydeler, Martin, 12103158, Pfc i
Joknson, flilliu: Reg ™ 36'116740, )¢ L2

‘ © ' DATISRY A
wiison, Tearl, 35034217, T;S
- MeDonald

onry.- (e, 0387725, Sgb, -

D:lmnuh:o, Jon;h, 133"159, "vt
“Nosbity Juck, 20237126, T/4 &
rierce, Richard, 313975, it

Richardson, illen, 3560955’1, T/S

ioudy erlau, 3126698y, "fe
. dkadic, Hwvey 35025314, Cpl
LTy I7L, vt -

Durhan, Robert S Jre, 0473’050. 24 udre
Siande By Honry=ly .404.312'1.,4'/477— 24 MR
Maynou, Lerey Le, 20514968, 5% 24 3mr o
Clelmy Roboxt ey 36553233, Pfe ar
Horick, Fote, 133034643, s/s;t var
Kerrigan, Fd-ani Hy,-53452920, Cpl T A% lmr
knep. ary Zlah ley 36480107, Pfo 24 lar
l(uDomld. Kennoth c.,':aaeusaa;?/sa 28 war




g Gaing By 1530&C
» Frenk L., 20123461, Pfc-

. eat, Warner Ray 31102730, Cpl -
< Zalevski, Mdchaol Cey 42004938, Pfe
Infartino, inthomy, 32002715, Pré

.- ~Incatarra, Samuel, 20237189, Pfc
Yoch, Verne Be, 37481555, Pie E
supy John Ve, Jrey 39155423, Pfa
7024154, T/A -
AR277985-Ple

JWNTHGS, BARL Tep 01179301, Capt
Hamerstrom, “alph K.y 37673973, Ivt

e HAL
“HEADQUARTERS BATTRRL
39196716, Opl -~ - -24-Mar-

sander, Carl A., 20514208, T/4
Xarehant, Qordem My 6932894, 5/Sgb
Hildanhr Regot Ty, 32769023. T/4

@ 9AIoth, FFUAK Ly 2086728, PYe
UULLIGAYy RONALD Jop et If

Radar, Doc Re, 38566754, Ogt

HeGru¥, dolvin ., 36481856, Opl -

Roid, Hugh DPey 13004943, T/4

fivars, James M.y 34530310, Ptc

Sedillo, Frank, 39859370, Pfo

Uest, Lawrense A., 34450756, Pfc
] . 34808939, Pfo

*

o 33416040, CpL
5004, Sgt

*Tay 46247626, 5
‘g 32‘6?0971,"%—v -
35232598, Pro’ :
Savid ey 3589875%;Ffe
73 Dey 0183I2481, 1ot It
AT, MeyL1179780, 20d

@ Gordon, Jumes, 20443670, Sgt -

. MoHIoy, #illiam, 14008673, Cpl....
Phillips, Usorge, 39380261, Crl
Reud, Robert,.37559199, ivt

Sarringer, Jumos, 20539297, vt -
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" Gipyen, HaFlen Gey 36450505, Po

.__.Dt&tn:,_Jm_B.,—”“ 2908y T/5°

2143, PLfo .
37345775, rfe
37550810, Ffe
L\rrnpodi, ancu Jeg 42054554, Prt
Hieckman, Roge 89116345, Prt
long, latheV A. Jre, 1.029512, Pfo
Bsy 30112587, Pfo

oyd Cey
¢ Freewan, Donald L., 584.71515, >

B T BRaay A
G Held, Harold Fa, . s VL

* TBATTENY G
G }121111.)70, James oy 6934065, Pfe
Jcrdu:. naltcr Cey 6862013, Px’o
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‘Uiagiil, Jobn Fe 33439“& opt
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Comnanding General '&!LALliQm_nlﬂ.uou 4?0—#653 43.8.
Taru,Division Artill T artillery, 17th-4/8 Div. m%..—no%&:)

BEVARKS
Clider # 41 hid power- m. ereen hnd:lng, ‘but no

~_ons was injured. Glider landed about 3 niles o the morth.-.
TTef the L3 Pilet and w-pnot asaisted in mlndhg.

b _glder § 42 landed approxtmetely 60C metors northwest of .. -

1y-ind

- urt: i
The load nrrhc by this wdnr wasdestroyed, Actions of
the pilot and ce-pilot are unknoune

Glider § 43 landed 15300 meters northvest’ of the L moy

~~had & good landings The so-pilot was wounded during the
landinge Pilot helped ramove the equipment. 'The cable
attached-to the Jeep for opening the mose-of the glider
failed 4o work, hovever tlis nows wus foroed open later.
_Hortar fire destroyed the rear half of the ;u.du- however
the load was undamaged. 3

Ondor # 44 landed-in the L3. laadtnq. was locd b\xt wtlor
tore wing loose by hitiing the tsil of another glidere..
.. No ono was injured nor was ths loed damaged. Pilot-andiecs .
pilot atiempted to open the noss but were wnable to do sse
" Paseengers sscured more help-and Poad was - pilot
Wi §e-pII6¥ Toft the area before tLe load was ruﬂld.

Ko Glidn' # 4% landed in th LZ in the norﬂw.ﬂn’n sorner.

* landing was exeellenmt. O was. wourded By ‘smal) ares
- while lending.  Filot and go-pilot helped unload the" md.r.
A Flak has slightly d.unsod ti Ind.f ?}_dor vas apmrouuy

. unduazaged. !




e
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Report of Glider Operetion Comt'd:
$-April-IoAG- S .

Glider # 46 landed in the western tip of the presoribed .
1%, The landing was gecds . The load was and
. sesure, The pilet and co-pilot halped unlead and remcve
. the equipments = ST
Glider # 47 Janded west of the railrosd tracks and
—approximatsly one 1 to the southwest of the LZ. Glider
—agood land: -ground fire Amposes |
Pilet und cowpilot moved mway
the indens

. ~ivle to-uniced glid

Glider # 48-landed at the western eid of the Lz, Glider
nit w diteh on landing and wrecked the front-part of ihs -
" gliders lo one was injured nor was ths load davaged.
Pilet and co-pilot mssisted in unleading ‘the equipments

A olider # 49 Janded aboud-a milo merth of the 1Z. Hit .
- _*.power lime coming in which tere the tail off of the g1t ore
Mo ene was injured and the L - wan undamageds—Pilet. and
ooepilot helped unload ind maki sarch’ tgrf'o‘tthaiditT.—

-Glider hit-anctEer glider—

Pilot h.lp'od——n unlosd equip~

Giddor § 51 landed-wast of the Lz by 200 yurds. lande = |

ing was good but gld Gr wont through two fensés on the

‘way ine The nose.of 4he glider was dimaged ~someshate

Lead was undamagede Pilet und.-gowpilot assisted men in

unloading squipments ) I ]

y 200- yards ‘north of the 1Z.
BB AN

out of glider,  HNo one'was injured and no equipment was

davagede Olider landed ina marshy Vguwvhhh made the — -

load inacessables . i

G1ider # 53 landed ‘approximately two miles southof the
1Zs lsnding num*inﬂﬁm—‘&dcr—m e
damaged to such an extérse from hittingfences
ihat it was impossible to remove the load, Pilot and

“Taospilet ‘gave us much-assistant an they Sould to help ... .
remgve the squipments ) . e -
N ) o . B

11465 § 54 Janded approxizatoly 2000 sebers woulh of
$he LZ.  Olider hit a fenee and telophone ‘pols: on landing
‘but no one was ind | nor was the equipment dapageds
Howsver the glider had cme wing smgheds T

1




M‘

- )!0 ondcr# 18 landed aprroxizatsly ons mils to tho south:d
. 4ne Lie. - ldder landing was suscessfuls” Glider pilot and
gospilet helped the gun orew gunsiderably in loeding and .
wnloading the hmtur and hslpod them drag it into poumn.

No cna-r;;umuu in the Lz Tholoadm quite: gecures
ohﬂlwuﬂud.tum orew in th

on landinge “No ome vu injured and the loud was secures

Pnet and’ eo-puot hdpod unload thc oquinent and mvi.n;
4t into podtion. =

6130 Ve AADLEY

s MajJorg FA....
T Exeeutive v




.- The ugorior Porforrancs of the Medieal Muhunt o! thi- .mnntioa.

N both as indlvi‘mh and as a ﬁnl, in the regent oombat )-nchuto Jm u

_meny the n.{ﬁerna yortion of the battulion 6: four h\mlrod and forty mean.. Qur
_ Detachment wn dividod thus; - (1) tho aid ltuuon sroup, comiutingof tho Bate

talion Snrxcon and five m, (2) the battery aid men, two with nch firing-
Jm:ry, (3) ‘the glidod portion, Fwo drivcrt and our ohrk, uﬁ (4) tho ambu~ -

1ance driver With the grouhd 1if¢

The' par. 108 of the aid station group,. all .ehuum,_'mnpnh..—

\477*~,—Th0_3¢t111m Sutgoon, ‘hwﬁ med noond only—twthtBl.*‘h‘ don

; s
i f T Tlanded 1n tho orchnrd‘ near the prnpnad c.P. After ohnung tho stick and -
. vcruying the loution of the C.Pe ¥ith Colonel Booth. ho tn\md tho emtire

area \mdor hnvy mn ares,. nortar, And nrtulery ﬁro. H.nding entry. ﬁfo

.~ the C.P. bu.ud.ing ;¢ hle b of & wmachi gun ﬁ‘ t.in the door\-

vq, he ran to the edge ot the érohard and 1nto tho nold to mgﬂg:

- ¥ell dug-in.on- th.—droyvlono- e

xgndint about one hundrod ynrdn mrthox- dn"n the fiold lnn qwt nny




',.v Rno;i on u.uu.x Dttuh;xl:cont!k
T _"—ﬁﬁ—upﬁ—‘rfrﬁﬁn—a-po-.

L T L .
v snd~T/4 Mardon-gs ty;

35280C93, were: mu d.orIy veranc their way dm tho thlifiivinx care -
" the voundod and -ﬁqs -.ntul,noto of their lonuon hop!ng th. much nesded

joep-‘dmhuu 'ould‘ u-rivo Yy gﬂ.dor in tm ‘T nn\uto and save tho nvou
of their seri 17 ded’ &

©.Adding a gnnt dul o thoir troublu

ing 4u the smmll space allowsd by the drop sons. Many srashed, mamy burheds.

AN por pr.cvio‘un 1nnnwt£on of the Bdttd:lon Surgeon British scldieis were
treated o oqul yriorhy v!th ‘Amorican loldiorl. and their :uunluu
nmtorod nurly [ 1) M(h an- eurss s - v

/3 Steve )ﬂhdinwlch, +33011619, hnd.d furﬂult north. ¢ the hesd-

qmrton uenon and was almost huwultely pinned dm, hcving landed vith—

—r i ihirtyetive yurde of uruuvo artillery:-piese- omplnmnk Htrwt--

tttnding vork oams later in tho nd station. Pfs rmnk Re-Harmer's, ASN
2081’/0’!5. oxporhnn ﬁn nueh thc ‘same only he hndcd tt the oan ond of
‘the drop‘ sons mear _tht :d.n Mshv“ and was held down by lgehine gun lnro.
Upon murninx to the CePs the Bsttali.ons’,u?gnon found Headquarters Pnﬁ-
tery had clearsd the cfdhard and bullding bub the mmber of wounded in the. -

ares had increased a mat“ ey moringﬂtﬁo LLE

thn latter uuu.ihn found 8/sgt Robort Ce cln-, 18026003. had lelwud an

dd ltl.tiﬂ' !wi it nlonrod. and the l'tl.tion ready uni oponti.ng. The wound-

od ‘wers nlroady arriving in hrg- n\mbor-.

o iThe mhiwomont ot Pfa (now cm'poral) Junu

L outltan;l:}(ng ‘one of the da.y- - His glider with ihe prooloul" Jiag-ambullﬁe- had




%w&o—m Dorthewest -sorme¥ of the paraatits drop. sons saroas ths double
Sraek railroady whE gret ekill, memmi. et clear thinking whilo wnder
heavy -nn arns fire e med to unlud his gndor and work his way to thc Ea
c.r., nu; tho first of all the baktalion Joeps to lrx'ivq there. Ho lmlud-
"ﬂu bis much” n'du*mo*ofw;"dn'lin;l; ~and splints and proeesded Wt
~ones & the fleld shere; vith the &

e ’ugpt.ne- of Pfo Frank.Re Jarmer, ho hes ..
s e L
gun the pinkup of the 'ouuod and their tmmporhuon to tho sid station.

utor thna two men nuunud the tmtod cuses from the aid station to the-
-~glearing - n-tion.

This 4s the tisq /3 Sieve Mlsdinovieh showed great sKill and medical. .-

‘Enwledgo, Tor to LiE fell ths b of tHage (sorting)s It vas Bis dyRe T

ment , o

by tho—‘ 4 ’lh——Surgm %8/3“ Robortﬁ. carry—(2) -

tho walking 'o\mdod or less seriously ’ouadod dopmmt, operated by '1-/4'

lsnuel G. cupu. ud Yarion S. Daughorty. (3) trutod oases noodiax 1mm-

-sdiate uuuninn, and (4) treated ueu Yho _gould be handhd by our o¥n ,',

vi hout joopu-dh&nx thv tntuhmw
A

Buel’ oliuificltiqn is véry uznem nnd roquiru umm

examination -ﬁd -erutm“tion. for a patient can rapidly pu- from one elase-

ification to nnothm-,. To /3 stevn mhdinovioh nu tho erodit ror tho eut-

:ctundin‘ .dhi(vomont that although uppr.xim’bely 106 p;thxru voro treated
nct. one p-;u.eut d:lod in our aid sution. . C T . '»




Rnport o llodiul D.tuhnnt out'd

gm.r o eir ald ‘station: with tvo Bullet vmd- in his right leg. He ro-
pcrtod that our other driver, Ffe ¥alter J. nd.cnnunn, usmoo. nad huu R
" shot and u:uu by ) Gomn u:luor nt th. saze ti.u thnt Cpl cl.rl B. Gromo,

“mange-6f-three-wa v

tventybﬂv. yudc from a dug in machine m nest and was wwnmood. T
being \mu-nd ‘and vou:lng Y hrge Geneva cauvouuon R.d crou, while nnng

" niw way to ald, .~‘"0\mi.d omrad EVIT, —».;»f.umm_uﬁun-amn-__r

the thigh and-bad 4 be ‘evasutod. e
| /5 Jéhn F. Champagney S9089250, mnwnm o Gersast Eouttal .m with

4ho help of two Brnhh glider infantry lol(uor- -he. fool uuphtq.c_),m.rgc and.. - - »

!or _some tim opntod an qd ltnt:l.on by himself. o :‘u{re' Britinh arrived

he had ther foros the tvo Gonun doctors and ona Gerzan dozru.st to vork o

‘the. u-unlthr'him—hn no' soming in by Attter buror lquuh 'htch—hthd—~

oranh-d.— ‘l'ho elnﬁx co-pw 1ater tnnuaiod thon camsse - -

I blnno ‘our Medical nnnhmt is onu\hd tos unit eitation in as

cumstances, w- were led to hon-n ‘that thor‘ 'ould he Hitle rm,




mpon on Nedieal Detachment m-d

. mmzmwum_m
’infm T mm mrmwwm%eu—pnm ho-
fore th. Jw.. Neno ot ﬂun wers true, but the fhk was heavy, the ‘ine

funtry linod tho drop sons, and the Held m o?vorod with dug In mh

dw stire nan ~forthe CiPs lnnfouh tdrinrbttt.rrhd trgu-

tiong nymxAA-
the gunsg muumny every gun J\.po was reo oy “wapanbl &y Iayed

and fired, & record for Parachutes Field airtillery.

.. KENNETH L. BOOTH
3k Coley FA- -
- Commanding .




" BIncE . m-u.u of Spoem Alrborne Forward Ubserver Gn\up Lor Opontinh

TYareliyts

1o Dersémnely ‘ R
i ge-PrAGE-t0-emplaning for-the dx‘bom opu'-.uur'vnuty' thn “BP@Om— —~ ——|
- hny trd.h'd Forward Cbserver and Iiaison Parties were uttuhu +»

M&mﬂnﬁm 46440 Proiri=Fi-BI 3-Lisd y
Aty 2ndy 3T By, S13th gt —1 PO PRriyaashe

\n O the drop sone all parties nctod in . above landed mm nnd
Joined their respeciive urdis: Thers was no infantry batialion .

. without a funotioning forward obssrver party vho royruont.d the
r-i.nrorchx;gﬂu:y_in_plhim west f the &lvor_muno. -

v =

g. The SCR 609 radio was tho primary meants of oenmn\‘.lon for all
. p;ruoa. In.the event thad the Forward Observer with-the- Anfantry -

ngurti] Mmﬁrﬁm

{3) Thri the Uatsm o:nur docated at th um ouppm Mttuuon
486¢h tht FA Bn)-¥DC«
60

g. In tu oases exoellent nd.to oommiutiou was established um
with roiuforchs ‘baticlions. There was no mscessity of ising the
< relays that were availuble altho the presence or the ralay wtations

““insured comtinuous radio ourkaste .

c- ‘The first radioc ooutact direst to the rointorc:ug u'unory was made
~ by the Forward Cbserver attached t6 the 3ni Bn 513tk Preht Inf Regh—
at app g mmmm b

D-Dly snd heard ﬂn wmisalons being eent by the FO wzth tho 3rd Bn -

L
On the aftormoon and might of D-Day. the N with iho\ 3rd Bn EX3¢h -
Proht Inf callied for missions on tu‘otl lecatsd on the east
side of the Iswel River, These misw.ons were oalled direst io the N
_reinforoing- argillery- on: the-west—side-of-- the-Fhine;—althe-the-trane—
misaions were audited by the Iialem Officer at 466th Probd FA

Bn FDC. The 466%h Proht FA Bn was not uud h thess missions for
the follv-im roasongy




pleces were hu hﬂ.tmly in nn!c ly diuo'uon in order
40 be ablo o fupnish immediate suppors t ib and Bn 518tk Pro}t

$ine,
(3) The -uppoﬂ nndond by the retnforoing nrkﬁlox-y was runy
sufficient to scoeplish the missions oalled fore -
{3) The 485th Proht FA Dn was cautious in tro exponditure of 4
- adrborne luyply of dtions.  The.

the west bank of the thine was conpmivoh mm-

- dirmly to t}w reinfors battn.'uom for nx\. Lre misd ons vith all
by_th aleon officer =t tue 4

chieah part of tha seet

it FA Ba ruvod ite pleces an sasterly direction.

However, most of the firc missions onlied for b; the 460ih Froht’
¥A.%n observors with tho Srd Bu of the 513th Trcit Inf flegt wore
#lven aver to the reinfoieing buttal, through the liaiso: officer

. in order to _00BIOIYS. the airbotno oax! of sigzmdtions .31

... During the night o:nun:.u-nd:nu-musiudsozn.
nintonina bxttaldony with the mou of oonoerving the mmiuntion
£ adn t.xono sdsuions were executed

8o 00 i -
. Inforving ilo fires .of the 466th Proht FPA Bn vhich had. a lurge muber !
' uf 24rs missions muulﬁag rromr the direct support of-the 513th Pre!
THEREgt ww- oy b - In-adadtdon;
—the Fos with the infantry ¢ oonm_t_' 00 observed uﬂ.na:om vorkin
. \ltLtho liaigon officer wt the 465th Priht FA Dn FDC l.uditﬁg a1l
d g3 on8,
The rednforcing units coutinued 3o exocuts Pire ni.nsiom until™”

" the sbtacking infantry had advanead- huyoxxl 4ke: range o: the ploces
located wost of the Rh:lm. -

\gﬂummly’%
The trtinory phn for ‘tho d.rbom.e opo"u.ﬁion "Vu'uty“ vas oo
: brdddiaiblye e

. Be 'mw gu.rutul puinnnkinc prupnmtion.: and {;Eo uﬁi_m Srﬁi‘lxs
of all artlllery units both airborne and the reinforving units
locuted on the wast bank: of the ihine rosultod in un artillery -
support for the o eration thut fuve the nttaoldns forcas &an over
' rtillery. suporiority. and g 4re

the defending tmmv'

uvcr

c vhits locutod on t}{o wéli
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3- ..u.m ,-e»m»lmml, Jotud
obmm

1 t3er section Jutped west of Enm Biver |
saing Rhine River and enocmtering heavy. f1ak,
out by heavy smoke soreen - "
ssigned D3
r in olose combat, munumhmq

L8
guns firing as ground weapons
l-t.nlult”unordmtoa-ltom
5Z and asst 8-3 to organisze the
3 orhury_nu-

guns and
urtuﬁro.udnrtuhry

1 ou -B-Tmﬁu firivg direst fire wt ey strong &}

n mg_ogr;_Md QMMM_WA
fire
14 P and' FDC organised snd doati with ¢ ‘Diw

Arty OF estadlished -
. lsnmmﬂm-rﬂvolﬁﬁ
'*’nn uwmm
Brudmnlm-rrhdﬁ& .
1238 nommmmuusm(mtm)
19 Col BOOTH arrived b &
30 Radio commmieation established -!.th B-Biry.

r Bry pa
G BWW“"K“‘“B‘KH&?L *
“ 0o mmioations Mw-&thm oftvﬂhmq
25 Bn AldvBtation set up and op 4 Goming from all
directions ) .
26 Cosmunicstions estsdlished Detween Corps Lnd m o-r’c Arty
using Hq Btry redio set. - Lo
87”@””!“!&“"11’1‘““@ N
z.:omnmn- .mm::munmam
N O




: 35 Infantry . S
meﬂvdﬂ or mmmommm-
sexttored points.
$7 13 Howitsers inposition
.1520 38 Col LIEBEL left the CP o
1‘00 39 -"A* Biry ordered to move to Mudv dodMod puitin
1615 — ——40—%A® Btry reperted small arms ﬁn -t and overcoms ]
1645 . 41 . A !try nnn eampleted
1700 - 43 ““‘"lthu'n!.vmﬂ’

23800 4 43 1M g;)-xtmnymm (Lntrymdtvppdsmn tru
-—$000.
3;3.0
%00

nuuytuocsnnq-m;onrsoorn
5

756 Ouu Iﬂut
Ba nutrqod s 6 75.6 Guus
8 20mm AA gun positions
< 12 Maohine gun peitions
Pn Ouuntho 1 ‘: ofs XIA rcportod
»

s Do AREnAEA
u:rurmw
e . 71 off injuredcand eveo reported
6 - Mmd and evas reported '
Bu Stremgth ¢ 319 DM , 41 Offs L
_ . Bn Morale s luonu‘
ontryrqortlhu,_n:mnrogohginbtqnm
G Btry reports enmy patrol overcome
Bn supporting attack of 5rd Bn 513th Ing sast umn
- Ianedl Caxal . e
15th Howitser kT liffo‘a“f ¢ Btry”,
T 'utotmumurcnoo—dotnro'nma)
B - British armor ‘arriving in Bo evea . o




ih-y-21-0ffs , 319 BM










