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THE LIBERATION OF ETEIOFIA
MARCR - MAY 1941

INTRODUCTION

This no_nograpﬁ covers ther liberation of Ethiopié, from Narch to ¥ay,
1s4l. - | |

For s better understanding of the different operations which Sook
plwh_ during this period, it is nécessary %o discuss some incidenmts which
h’ﬂé a direct 'baaring/’:.lm! led to the liberation.

For the purpose of this monograph this e'm_mt.'ry will be referred to
as 'thiopia‘ rather thaﬁ "Abyssinie," which incidentally the natives
‘ﬂislike".

In 1935 the Italians w:l.th powerful, well-equipped forses succeedod
in 'inning a quick vietory in Ethiopia.” Since July, 1940, a British mil-
itary mission had boen operating in the interior of.the oountry, This
mission was keﬁ busy in srming and training the satives , as well as
using every available means of propaganda. They epent much time in o or-
recting the mistakes made by the Ethiopiana'dur;ng'thn Ttalian campaign
in 1935, Part of the plan was to equip and train them im such a way
that they could be on equal terme with the Italians. (1)

Ia July, 1940, the Italianz in East Africa (Ethiopia, Eritrea and
Italian Somaliland) struck outward, capturing the fromtier cities of
Kassala, Gﬁlia.hat' and Karmmk in the northwestern part. Also, Moysle o |
in northern Kenya wj;.a captured, and on 15 August British Semaliland
bad to be evacuated by the small defending fofﬁe, The oscoupation of
theses areas .gavé the Italians a strategic position with relstiom to
‘Kenys. and the Anglo-Egyptisn Sudan, from thicﬁ they ocould strike at.

_any one of these localities. The British forces were disposed around
this Itali#n empire in aue..h a manner that reinforcement with eme ancther
was difficult, (See Map B} (2)

(1) A-8, p. 118; (2) A-3, p. 9.




GEOGRAPHI CAL DESCRIFTION

To have a clear view of the difficult terrain in which these series
of operations tock place, a gebgraphieal‘ deseription of this vast 'a.rea_
i= necessary. Eritrgn iz so similar to Ethiopis, gebgrafhiéally, that
it will be covered om this desoription of the Italian possessiens. (3)

The eantral part of Ethiopia consists ef a great irregular pluteau,'
which is the main mass of Ethiopia. This plateau is deeply cut by riv-
ers, which produce gorges through i, mostly on thﬁr way Lo the Hile
River. The plateau 1s between saoc to aéco feet high, with ranges up-
%0 14,000 feet, A4ll these mountains and the many r ifts formed by the
rivers make very' difficult obstacles for ﬁlituy ow_ratioﬁa. The ens~
tern edge of the pleteau drops abﬁptly to the plain, runs from the /<
 northern 'I;_:‘.p of Ethiopia, passes 30 miles west of w, img_@/
Sea, then south for about 400 miles to o point east of Addis Absba.
There is & great plain in between the Red Sea and the platemu, which 1s
ore of the hottest mﬂ‘w_gast arid in the warld. The eastern edge of the
platean passes Addis A‘baba, and joing a range ramming s outtwest to a
peint neer Lake Rudolf. Om the far side &f the &eat Rift, there are
other .ranges which divide the northeastern plain from a larger plain
in the gowth, Im the west the platean steps down to the Egyptian-Su-
~den in ttrme?. On the seutheasf thé plateau zlopes down to the songte
al belt of Scmaliland. (Ses Map B) (4)

The western part of Ethiqu.a is difficultx mourtalnous eountry 1:-1-
terrupted by the Blus Hile Valley on the northwest of Addis Ababa and
by the Great Rift Valley with a chain of lakes in the south. (See Map
B) (5)
| The rains in the plateau are ecr;teentrated during the summer months,
are very heavy and make trﬁrﬁe veryrdifriwl‘b. This ﬁaa a great in-
fluence on the operations to come. ("6) |

%gg i—g, Pe iJés; (4) 2-8, p. 116-117 and 4-10, p. 24; (5) Ap2, p. 113
- ,\Po . . _ 7




The fromtiers preserted by Italian East Africa to the west were
about 2500 miles leng, and the ses frontiers were a.inest.lu long as
those on hnd; The arja cdnpﬁ:ing I’talia.n Bagt Africa is of an im=
mense size, Bthiopia aleme having an area of 350,000 square miles. Dis-
tances from the frontier %o important objectives are very lmg(\aa’ W'
sult of thich?} large numbers of troops are likely to be necessary for the
protection ofl lines of communication. (7)

E'hhioeia has a great diversity of climate due to its extent in Jat-
itude. The climate on both plains is hard on Europeans. The air is
cool in the plateau. (B8) |

Addis Ababe, the eapi’cal of Ethiopia, is the largost city with s
population of 150 600 Dirodm being next with 30,000 followed by

o Enrar with 25,000, (9)

B . - e v
"\ \j’ o

v ' , PREPARATION \ \
A Pifth Golm was organized very sk:llfnlly“. Elavan ‘trained mes-
sengers were sent across the borders. inte Ethiopia.. These rummers took
Gk g e
instructions to eleven powerful chieftains éet de iwrjﬁ of. nenoy, arms ’
food and ammmnition (i@g ‘the Britishlat the Egyptian-Sudam. (10)
Mission mmber 101 was o.r_gan:lzed under the command of Colomel
Sandford with four other men and two wireless sets. This missien pen-
etrated deep into the interier to or@niie resistance among tho-ngtivésc
\Thay organized I[e ¥rips to fhe Sﬁdaui for %ransporting erms and ammun~
itien. Attecks on the Itaiia.n iinos of commmnication were also organis‘od..
Patriotis no,s’aagéa and photos were dissemirated among the na:};ivos. (11)
The work performed by the missicn was very lmportant for the liber-
ation, due to the fact that Great Britain cguld not afferd o use large
foroeg in a aaoandary front. The natives were being used to restore
their own empire. (12)
\Qt%ﬁ j;;:lle planning s resistance and a feeling of revolt was being or-
"1/\‘& ganised in the interior or Ethiolaia, the British were building up forees.

- (7) A-8, p. 11'?-118; 1-1, p. 165 {s% A-8, p. 117; {9) A-10, p. 41;
(10) A-7, p. 96; (11) A-7, p. 96; (12) A-8, p. 120,




To the troops in the Sudan, estimated at 7000, were added the ‘Fourth
\and Fifth Indisn Divisins. Also Free Fremeh and Belgisn forces ware
added, (15)

Air strips were emstrueted.nnd secrecy was maintained. Dumps of
all kinds were scoumulated, and troope arrived ﬁ‘og the Gold Comet,*
from Nigeria ¢+ and from South Africs. Nechmized transport was pre-
pared and large quambities of gasolire acoumnlated. (14) |

The strength of the Italian forces in this whole area was estimated
to be at least 250,000 men, well armed, with all types of modern weapons
and well supplied. (1B) ‘

For several months aftar Italy uﬂ:ered int%\ the war the British

-~ installations of the Egyptisn-Sudan and Eenya wsre(g;;;giif%imerically.

S

inferior to the farces they were opposing. As a result of this they
_— .
were foreced to evacuatié some posts on and near the frontier., In Konya
where the Itnli.an forees cutmumbered the British more than in the Sudan,
' \\9 the defenders were protected by large distances of desert through wheres” ?
-t,&:i " an attacker would have fagced the great problen of securing water and
\}I aupplies. (15)
During the next nnter months preparations fo the attack were
. | acoomplished and by the last pnrt_ of Jauvary the yreparatians_wera oom~
pleted, Preparations had been very thorough, taking into consideration
the large movements that were to be accémplislwd in which supplies, es- '.

pecially water, played such an important part. (17)

:m BRITISﬁ PIAN
The British plan was to reduce the Italian foroes 'by means of sev~
eral attecks frem as gn.hy direefions as posaible. (18) The two main
offensives were to take place about 1000 miles apart; inm the north in
the direction of Kerem, and ‘in the .smth' from Kenys. ({See Map B) (19) |

{13) 4.7, p. 96; {14) A-1, p. 19; (15} A-1, p. 16; €16) A-8B, p. 12);
€17) A-1, p. 19; (18) A-2, p., 11; (19) A-2, p. 1l. '
* Gold Comst - & British erom colony and protectorate in Guinea, in
western Africa. '
** Nigeria ~ a Britiah‘territory in West Africa.

&




The plan was a cmpiu one, invelving use of forces in different
points and.in mied( eond iens) of terrain., Some areas were flat and
degert-like, others contaimed steep ridges, tropical country, and serub,
inaking movement almost impossible. (20) o -

Distances were so large thnt_tha supply problem, eapec_ia.lly ‘water,
was of the utmost importsnce. Gasclire was very limited in the areas
occupied by the B'ri.tilh,\ meking operations more diffioult. .(21)

The British planned cu using approximately five divisions against
about twelve or thirteen. For the maim attack Vin the direeﬁon of Ker-
en iz the north, they were to émploy the Fifth Indisn Division 'li‘.thig;a
small Sudan Defense Forse., These roz_'ces'had been hoiding_ a broad fromt -
of about 500 nilegl of frontier. The Fifth Diviai.en waa reinforced by
the Fourth Indian Di;risian, whioh was pulled out from the B:;i'tish forces
attacking Sidi Barrmi in Egypt, on the 10th of Decomber, 1940, and sent
to the Egyptian Sudan, (22)

‘Gemsral Sir Archibald Wavell, the Commander-in-Chief, ¥iddle East
and East Africa, detailed Major General Platt to command the forces im
the northern sector; and on the scuth Major General Cunningham. ~Om
the south the British were Lo attack with three di.v-].siona;_ +he Flrst
South African Division, the Eleventh and Twelfth Afriean Divisions.

For the southern operation there were no more than 20,000 imfantrymen
available. (25) |

It is clearly neted that the British were to undertake the offensive
with an overall strength astiﬁated at ebout ome-seventh ef_‘the Italisn
forces. (24)7 | |

The First South Africsn Bivision moved morth from Bairobi, in Ken-
ya, and coneemtrated st Narsablt, about 120 miles soutlwest of Moyale,
which was in Ttalian hands. (See Map B) (;";5) ' |

(20) A-1, p. 16; 521} A-1, p. 163 223; A-1, p. 18; (23) A-1, p. 18
and A-5, p. 102; (24} A-1, p. 183 {25) A-1, p. 19. e
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‘The Eleventh and the Twelfth African Divisioms were o cmaﬁtrai;ed
near the Tans River, ?5 milea west of t'h; tro:rhier of she Italian Som-
aliland. (26) | |

On the left the First South Afriean Division was to cover some 400
‘nilas with the mission of threatening from the s outh and to cover the
left flank of the main advance from Italiam Somaliland. (27)
| : In the morth the British plamed to attack in the direction of
Keren, in Eritrea, (See.lap ﬁ) This vﬁa daze for three reasons. The
first ome was that Kaua.la, Eadfy located on the railway between Port
'Sudan and Semnar, and comnected by a good road with Eharbum, cmld be |
used as a supply base. Secondly, they could strike directly against
important cbjectives like Aj_n;p.;ré. and Massawa, This woul give the
British a good supply pert and they' would net have £o depend on a long
diffioult line of commumication. Asmars, being well comeoted with the
port of l’assufa and to nost rosads in the scuth was a sirategic pla.no
from which to deminate the o ountry. Tha third reason m- the choiece of /ﬂ'
direetion of attack was that, different to other cbjectives in Ethiopia

which were very distant, Asmara was only 170 miles from Eassala. €(28)

THE ADVANCE FRCM EENYA

* In Jenmuery, the popt of Buma in Kenya wes abandened by the .Iri.salim.
_ An attask preceded by an serial bambardment drove the Italiams out €
the fertified post of El Wak, across the berder of Somaliland, _

At the beginning af li'ola:r';un:l-jP same Ethioplian posts;nm Lake Budolf
(See Map B) had been captured and advance units éanebratéd about 40
miles into the eastern border. (29) | |

The Firat South African Divisiun moved up te the nerthwest through
Duksma and El Yi.bo.- (Ses ¥ap C) (30)

On the eitreme loft of the First South African Diﬁ.sim, 'lshe East
African Brigade {31), part of thst'division, moved up west of Lake |

(26) a-1, p. 19; {27) A-1, p. 20; (28) A-8, p. 122; (29) A-2, p. 114;
_(30) A-l, p. 20; (31) Brigade ~ equivalent to a regiment in the US Army.




Rudél_f‘.  Meanwhile the rest of the division with some companies of
Eﬁhiapian irregulars orossed the frmrb.ier enst of the Lake and entereé
the colony west and north of Moyale, har}.ng for their first objoative
Mega. (See ¥ap C) (32)

A% the begimning of February all British forces started moving
simultanecusly from every direction, ]nieying wp with General Wavell's
plan of striking the enemy frén different directioms. i‘hig plan was
intended %o avoid giving the enemy the opportuﬁity to engege each eol-
umn, plecemeal. The Italian ccmmender, the Duke of Aosta, decided om
putting all his effort on the defensive rather than taking the initia-
tive to attack for which his troops were prepared in étren’gth, weapons
and traiming, (33) | _
| The First Scuth African Diviaien etmountéred difficultiea on its
wBy to. Megs, dus t0 the heav;y brush near El Yibe and had te cut a trail
tin"efugh, ot having any roads available. ._l'his town was an important |
objecﬁiw, being a center of lines of qmunioation to Moyale, Yavello
and Negelli. (Sgo Map C) But Moga was situated o qa'lpllatoau about |
6000 feet high; surrounded by peaks that rise to 5006 feet. On the
south the position had been well fortified. So great were the diffi-
culties encountered when tixe_ troops advancing fron the north ceme into -
heavy artillery fire, it is ‘be;lieve,d the casualties warld have been
heavier if they had advanced from the south. The tm_m‘wa..s' captured on
the 18th of February. (34)

lith the capture of Mega the South Af‘rmaus were in s poxition
from where they coald striks the Ethiopian Lake area to the north,
(See Map C) MNoyale also fell, Now the rca.ds to Yavello s.nd legelli
‘were. opan., {35) |

Cn the iest of lLake Rudolf the East African Brigzade moved up to-
ward Maji and worse faéing toward Jimma, which was %o be a strong center
of resistance, ( 38) |

{(32) A-1, p. 20; {33) A-1, p. 20-21; (34) a-1, p. 21-22; {35) A-1,
P. 22' (36) L-lg P. 23.



THE OCCUPATION OF ITALTAN SOMALIIAND

The Eleventh and Twelfth Afriesn Divisioms, starting the main
attack upon Addis Abq’ba, moved east -aeross‘the frontier of Italian
Somaliland, toward A.t_‘madﬁ. (sﬁa Map C) The movement was made in three
different directions. Nigarian troops inoved along the coast, in the
. center a column of troqpa from Eenya And the Gold.coast, and on the
leﬂ: a column of South -Africma. Snpported by the South African Air
Force the Kenya column captured Afn_adu. The South African and Gold
ﬁuaat [forces tenﬁ through Afmadu on & forced march of 50 miles to the
Juba River. (See Map C)}) The Wigerien columm, aoﬂng'along\the coast,
found that torc.en in Eismayu had retreat;d, apparent 1y warned by the'
heavy naval bombardment. This was the firat 'ijpartant objective of the
southern advance inte Bihiopia through Ito.lian Somaliland, becense of
its netural harbor. (37)

~ The Juba River was reached, jwhere a sérong fqrtiriad.river lire
was encountered, | This river line offered a very strong resistance, due
%o tho Italians outnumbering the British forces, and since the river
wes 200 yards wide and had wooded banks. {38)

General Cumningham found out that the Italians fuled to keep a
large mobile reserve well back to eject any counterattack. So he
ordered the Kenya Brigade to envelop the position from the ﬁarth. The
Ken_y'a. Brigade, supported by a tank company and armored ocaras moving tn;
the northwest, eut their way through sorub and efaaﬁod the. river. Then
they cut their way through fivs niles of forest. Using mobility aﬁ'd
surprise, they attaeko& from 'I;he". rear, making it possible for the main
att?,cking force to croas fhe_ river and attaeck the tomn of Gelib, (39)

A oclumn of fold Coaet troops turrned northward, advanced upon lugh
Ferrandi, took Hégelli and prepared themselves to t&e care of any
threats from the Lake area, reinfercing the First South African Divi-
sion at Maji and Nega. _‘fho left flank of the main advance to &ra.r was
now well 'proteoted. (40)

(37) A-4, p. 114; A-1, p. 22-23; (38) A-1, p. 23; (39) A-7, p. 103;
- A=1, p. 23-24; (40) A-7, p. 1033 A-1, p. 23-24, ‘
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On the 23d of February the ¢oldmn, moving along the coast, cap-
tured the port of Brava, ninuty miles east of Gelib. They went khrough
Mereca, and on February 25th Nogadishu, the capital of Ttalian Scmali~
land, was captured. {41)

ADVANCE INTO ETHIOPIA

The eecupation of Italian Somaliland assured better and faster
routes of supply frcn the port of Mbasa in Kenya inatead of across
_difficult desert eounmtry. 1I& also opened ﬁu good #-oa.ds for the im-
vasion of Bthiopia. This position offered two rmrtei of approach te~
ward the north; one, am excellent highway across the Juba Valley toward
the eapital, the other on the east up the Weklie Shebeli, across ‘the
mﬂugrt in the direction of Harar. The Italians were not sxpect-
ing great danger from these two directicms; hence, they were not as

well prepsred as they were for other approaches. British forees moved
along both routes. (42) _

At the beginning. ¢f March the forces tint captured Mogadishu moved .
up the Wehhe Shebeli. On the 2d Villa Abrussi was reached snd on the
§th Perfer was resched, .loving at the rate of fifty niles per day,
they reached Dagabur om the 10th, and Jijiga on the 1Tth, (43)

Through air attacks on sirporis, keapiné Italian pia.nes from the
air and aim by nawal bombardment » it was made possible for-tvo: sop-
arate columms coming by sea trom Aden, Arabia, to retake Berbera, the
oapital of British Somaliland. (8ee Map C). Part of the farce that
eaptured Jijigs was sent .to strike toward Hargeisa and to link up with
the golumn moving s authwest from Berbera, This was aeqomplished, e_lear-
ing the flank of the main advance tmrd the capital. (44)

The ground from Jijiga to Harar and to Addis A:babn. offered gwd
defmive terrain where'by the Italian engineers, being vory skilful,
made maximum use of it. The raute to Harar was very mll orgenized
for the defense, and Parda Pass between Jijign and Harar was eap'burodk"

(41) A-1, p. 24; (42) A-4, p. 116; 4-1, p. 255 (43) A-1, p. 24-25;
(44) A-4, p. 116-117. '
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a8 a result of a frontal attﬁok. Then the Italians started delay_ing
: i:he qﬁiok—advancing forces as much a8 they could by means of demoli-
tions. General Rommel was getting ready %o ra‘ka.ha Cyronaiea, so
British troops, being delayed, aculd not be employed in North Afries.
(45) - ) | o
While the forces at Harar were striking east at the railway be-
twoen Jibuti and A.d.dis Ababa, several columms were movimg from the
west and south. (8ee Map C) The Juba Valley permitted rgpid advance
northward to the Di}_g‘ﬂ-ea. Also Ethioyian forces engaged in Kenyan's
northern frontier, and who had recaptured Moyale, -dunead to Foga ntd
Javello. The res:‘.:atanee in the south was fimally overccmes when the |
-forees ativanc’ing from the Dole area joined the Ethiopien ferces at
Hogelli ~which was captured on Marech 22d. One of these minor columns
was éxe onejlad by Emperor Haile Selassie, who started frem the Sudan
with twe Ethiopian battalions and struck east from the province of
_ Gﬁgf_c:. (See Map C) In the west another oclumn began advaneing, and
on th§ 27th a small foree of Belgian and British troops ‘entered Ggiibela,

160 miles wost of Jimsa. (See Map C) (46)

T% ATTACK ON KEREN

While Genmeral Gunninghm'a forces were advancing from the south
on Addis Ababa, at the seme time the main attack from Anglo-Egyptian
Sudan was being lmﬁhqd in thé northwest against the strong fortified
eity of Kor@n in Eritrea. (See ¥Map D) K&séah, where the Italians
tried their strongest atbempt o invade the Sudan, was the cemter of
operations for the northern sbtack. Here again the Italians ’éook
advantage of their eagineering skﬂ.l for the prepara.tion. of a defen-
give position. (47) |

V!he Italianas ha,d ecoupied Kaasaln,' Gallabat and Karmak. . From
these places and across the frontier they struck several blows, bu'h

(45) A-1, p. 28; A-7, p. 106; (48) 5-4, Pe 117, A-l, Pe 28; AT,
p. 108; (47) A-1, p. 29+
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/ | | |
$he British -(fl;enpurarily) held the defensive position while plamming for
N ' Ao :
ﬁ;ain point of the abttack, for

- the main offensive, Kaszals was selected
from here, rosds spread across the fromtier; one bramch in the diree-
tion of Agordat and the other teo Baremtu and them to Agw&t._ The mein
column for this atteck into gritr_a; wag to be mads by the Fifth Indian
Division, plﬁn the small 8Sudan Defense Foree., Thisz same foree wonld

send columns from Gallsbet and from Kursuk, Kassala was captured en

the 19th of Jamuary, and on the 26th the railhead of Biseia was cap-
tured, while the main columm contimmed toward Agordat and another ad-
vanced toward Barenmtu. Agordat waz capbured quietly and with it many
priscners, guns and transportation. {48)

The Itallans were Qha.aod all the way to Kerem, talting'abent three
weeks to reach ik, due to the roads being Yhoroughly blocked -a.nd nined,
(49) _

In the meamtime ancther colum from Gallsbat advanced, covering the
flank of the mttack on Kas:%h. Gallabat and Metemma had beem facing
each cther for several n:ntha but neither force made a move., Metemma
was found to be evacuated, and the British started the pursuit along the
roed to Gondar., (See Map D) (50}

The force attueking Keren was having very ugh resistance., At thia
time it is proper to describe the terrain at Heren to understand why the
position 'nas.so strong.  Kerem is located on a gorge, surrounded by hills,
sc;me as high as 7000 fest and all of then very skilfully prepared for"
the defense. (51) | | |

Tmitially it was planned te abback from two direstions, but the road
to Arezgza was found blocked. A large ﬁnber of Italin m-mﬁorts and
equipment, left behind om their retreat, blecked this a.pprb’aeh in aﬁﬁh
8 way that the British had to change their imitial plan. {52)

A column was sent om tﬁe other flank across the frontier at Karora,

moving southward, Obther forces were landed at Marsa Teklai, moving down

(48) 1.1, p. 29-30; (49) A-1, p. 303 (50) A-1, p. 3Q; (51) <1, p. 50;
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along the coamst., During this sttack the Fourth Divizion reinforeed the
Fifth, but even with this the Italian ferees had s.lmosth twice as many

men. High steep peaks had to be climbed, and the heat was intense.
- During this operation the British Air Forces played an importent role
by bombarding sontinuously the poaiti-on of Keren. The seige lasted six
weeks. The Italians were determined $o holduthia position, but the Brit-
ish launched a 48-heur attack, capturing Xeren on the 27th of March. {53)
The Italians retreated along the road to Asmara, being pursued by
means of artillery fire and airplanes. Asmara slso was very well pre?
pared for the defense but fell four days after the capture of Keren.
The speed of the adwance hui been maintained in such a way that the
Italians were not given an epportunity te counterattack., The approach
lto Gondar was blocked in s way that it was impessible to meke an immed-
iste repair, The read to Dessie was still in 5096 condition, and the
pursuit coatinued. (See Map D) Ancther fore§ aﬁvanoed oward the port
of Massawa, the principal Italian naval base in the Red Sea. (54)
On April 8th Magsawa surrendered after the Italians auﬁk all ships.
The only way out for the Italians now was the port of .Auab, inecluding

~

an airstrip., €55}

A mechanized column passed through Adows, and by the 15th of Ap-
ril, they had reached a gorge six milee north of Amba Aiagi. This pos-
ition was as well prepared as Keren, its peaks and ravines being used

in the defensive preparations. (56)

THE CAPTURE OF ADDIS ABABA

Meanwhile, the abttack from the scuth was advancing from Harar &o
the oapital. The Nigerians, leading the advance, pushed through strong
resistance, including heavy demolitions, and reached Diredawa. (See
AHap C) There is a r;.i lway and a good road bMen Jibuti in French

Somaliland, and Addia Ababa running through Diredawa, {57)

(53) A-1, p. 30-31; A-2, p. 13; (54) A-1, p. 32-33; (55) A-1, p. 33;
(58) A-1, p. 33; (57) A-1l, p. 33. :
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Assisted by the Scuth African Air Foree, the South Africans passed
threugh the Nigerians and combinued their advance te the capital,
reeched Miesse and contimmed in the difaetion of the Awssh River, which
- passes nerosz the road aﬁd railwp.y, rusning frqm the northeast to the
southwest. At this.point the road atar‘kéd mounting %o the eapi:ta.l. The
South Africans reached the Awash River om the 4th of April and oroased
it even though the bridges had b§en demolished. Although this river of-
fered good opportumities for the defense , the Ttalians contimed their
retreat. (58) | '

The mdvance elements of the British forces emtered Addie Ababa on
the 5th, and on the éth the capital was oceupied. The city was handsd
. ever to avold rhloodshod. The Duke of Aosta ordered his troops to com-
tinue the delay aa long as possible, trying to retain I..l many Brﬁish
troope on that front so they cemld not bé uaesd in Lybla, where the_ Ger-
mans had rctgl:en Benghazi and were o.ppreaehing the Bgyptian frontier.
(9) |

The Italisns were succeeding in their missiom of delaying the Brit-
ish., They mr;hed their troops ot of the éapital, leaving the Britilh
with the responsibility of protecting the civilians lef% behind. A |
mmber of troopa had to be left bahind to garriuun the plsce. .OH and
food steores had to be guarded. ( 60) | _

. After the ocapture of Addis Ababa, there were three main places of
Italian resistance; one'n.ox_'th of Lake Tara around Gondar, snother i;
the Lakes ares end the Jimme area, and a third aleng the main road 'be;

tween the capital and Asmara. (61)

PURSUIT POWARD ANBA ALAGE

The Italians retreated toward Dessie, north of Addis Ababa. {See
Map C) South African troops kept foroing them up, while the Indian
Diviaion presaed down from the morth. ©On April Vth Debra. Markes was

{53% A—l, p. 35; (59) A-1, p. 55; (sa) A-4, p. 176; A-‘f, Pe 105-197,
(61 A-&, Pe 177.
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‘captured. In the southwest the British troops pfeased up thréughs Tav-
‘elle a.f:d' FHegelli. At this time the success of the liberation was .so
olear ths:F. Presgident Roesevolﬁ declared the Red Sea and the Gulf of
Aden open to allied ahipping. Supplies could now be ‘sent to the Near
EBast. {62) | _ |

On April 18th the S_en’eh African forces made non’e’::wt with the ftal—-
fens about fourteen miles south of Dessie. This advance was delayed
here, due bo the roa.d"o@ing damaged. For several days the rﬁist'mo
had been increasing, but the Britisk forces kept pressing and on the
224 of April thoy foreed the eremy out of positions onm the read tmra.rd
the entrance to the Kombaleha Pass. (See Map C) A few deys later Kom-
balcha, loca'héd 10 ﬁlns east of Dessie, was captured. From hers .o_n the
road to Deseie was a very t'istring_, mounteipous road; however, the Brit-
i?h entered the 'city on the 26th of April. {83)

On the 5th of‘lc"q' Emperor Haile Seviauie entered Addis Ababa. Om
this same day in 1936 the Ttalians entered the capital, (64)

The British forces continmed the pursuif, pressing rr__-on' the morth
and south, closing on Amba Alagi. (See Map C) Waldia was captured,
and two days later South Africans Teached Quofm. '.l'_he. northern forces
delivered their main attack from the west to distraot the Italians,
while the southern foree moved up. from the south. The fort of ﬁm‘b'a.-
Alagi was surrounded by Mey 14th, and on May 16th the Duke of Aosta

surrendered. (865)

THE IAXE CAMPAIGH

The columns that advanced on the west and s cuthwest pushed the en-
amy through %o the Gondar area and to the Lake area smt}rlrest ‘of the
capital. (See Map €) (s6) ‘

{62) A-1, p. 363 A-4, p. 120; (63) A-1, p. zs-s'r, (64) A-1, p. 37;
(85) A-1, p. 57-39; tss) a-l, Ps 4@. r
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¥hen $he South Africans passed through the Nigerians at Birem,
the lattef were sent to Addis Aba‘bﬁ, and ord&ed %0 the Lake area to
the south. A colunn was sent west along the road to Lechemtl and an-
obher down to Jimma, the e.o:'rber of resistance, The troops that crossed
into Bthiopia from Kenys, west of Laks Rudolf, moved up through ﬁa;ji.
(396 Map C) Ancther small fofoo of patriot foroes moved up in the loop
of the Blue Nile howard Addis Ababa thfough Dangila to Daﬁra Markos,
The Italians offered a"strong resistance at Wedara, bub the Gold Coast
troops advanced from Negelli on May 8th and fought heavily for ‘tio days.
Two columns converged between Lakes Shals and Abayn. {See Map D) The

?

forces epst of the lakes and the British troops admned toward Jimma,

southern ‘forece advanced teward Dalle. Pntriots took ¢arse of cleéaring
Jimma, uurrenﬁaréd to patriots commended by British officers. Thers were
s nﬁmbor of Italians in the westi, but the capture of Jimma ende;!‘ the |
Lake campaign. (67)

The few scettered trocps in the west were rounded up gradually,
while the groulﬁ at Gondar , a small group th§t could do no harm, was
left to surrender. {88) ' | L

ANALYSIS ARD CRITICIZE

In analyzing this operation we nﬁ_st consi dér the sﬁrength_ of the
Italiann._a.nd their capabilities %o strike a% nearby British poasssaions,
The Italians greatly cutmambered the British forces, but they never tock
adiaﬁ:bage af thig rfaat » satisfying themselves with defending what 'hhof
already had captured. A].thcmgﬁ they were a strong force well situated,
they lost the initiative é_e nttae% a faétor which greatly influenoced
their defeat. Omce they lest their initiative, they never regained it,

The British emandors displayed outsta.nding ability and leader-
sh:l.p on the pluming, preparation and condueh of this operation. The
skilful arganization m‘.‘ Fifth Colummn aotivitiu wag an importent step
(67) A-1, p. 41-44; (68) A-1, j. 45.
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' :h; the preparaticn for thair future advanse. The simultaneocus '.attmks
from differ'enﬁ directions were good use of tactics and kept the Italians
engaged in more than one place.

The British s.upply system, although ﬂiffi.eﬁlt at times, iori:ed of-
fiotently, mainly due %o the fact that maximum use was made of available
port facilities and waker points along the lines of advance. This proved
vory effeotiva conside;ing the difficult mriod_eendﬁionn of tarra.i...n.. ,

I should give credit to the British forces for being so aggresaive
and maintaining the initiative 4o atbaock at all times, although graa‘kl? .
merieally outnumbered, Their smployment of fereeu to snvelop strong
fortified positiens pro’md very effockive and was the reasen for their
sucoess in the noat difricult situations.

The eo&dinaﬂ:ion of land, air and naval fareu g0 essential in com-
bat oporatims was very effective as proved by the resulta of the attaek:
on Kismayu, whers the naval bombardment foreed the Ituliuu %0 'ithdrsx.

The Italian forces did not organize in depth their defensive posi-

. tion at the Juba Rinr.' In this way they failed to apply this basie
principle of defensive combat. _ : _

The attacking forces gained surprise through mobllity and striking
from directims other thaﬁ the natu}?{l one, This was a very decisive
factor in many of the different attacks on fortified positioms. .

The air superiority _gained end mairbained by the British forces was
a great ﬁﬂw in the advances accomplished. | _

I'n detailing colummns to advance aiong the rltnks, the atbacking f;br?
i ces wers sble to advance without major threat on their flanks.

The use of donolitims by the Ttalianz was very erfeotiw in delay-
ing the quick adveneing forees and in halding British forces in Fast
Africa so they could not be mpi@yed in North Africm. _

" Pursuing tm_Itaum by means of artillery fire aﬁd airplanes was
effectively accomplished by the British after the attack on Ke_ran.
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The defending far oes mede very skilful use of the available key

terrain features, causing positions to be more ﬁi.ffioult % o capture,
| The liboratilon of Ethiecpia, although not decisive for any -najox.-‘ /6 :

campaign during Worid War II, was a &rma_r& step on the _applieation of [

basic tactical principles and demonstrated the fatal results of fail-

ing to apply these prinéiplas. It aleo gleared the R_ed Sea for ailiod

shipping of supplies to the Near East, As the Balkan campaign was at

its peak, thisz was of gx'ent pobential value, — )\'“')614

1ESSONS

The following 1essons 'wra learned from this cperation:
1. The Fifth Golm activities, when sknmny orgsmzed, sre
et et
very oftective, M offest 1% a
2. Im daaer‘t opara.ti.onn where water is of vit-al importance, proper
]
planning and maximum use of water

‘nm————

“final °Hﬁﬁﬂﬂ g‘ sa ograiicm. .

3, Coordingtion of land, air and naval forces is ossun:hinl 1.n am-
. TJ —
phibious cperations, ‘”‘*’5“"‘}"’” 4 oot

4. A combination of surprise and mebility can shatter a good de~

points has a influenoce on the
- R :. o "“MM G

feonge barrier,
ST

§. & very %Egl'ﬂlli-w force althau;h muiirically inrerior, can win

Aud
the ns ural one afford surprise and cause less easual‘hiu.wé“ﬁ

tmks onfortifi-d poui’cim made from directions other tham

7. 1In the defenss of a river line as well as in any other defensive

situation, crgani.za.tion in dap'hh iuG w‘rﬁzzunhia](faetm?; a de-
o B s "

b G K

fending roreo L e ki . ; ‘ . ¥ """Lz"s‘“ L
PR ﬁ L A
8. The flanks of & main advhnoa should be protected,to insure the

safe afr nnintomptod advunoe\@f the main driwA

9. .A stromg, mricanypimggmi&%‘ enomy. o473
i T N

of siwtmousblm i‘rm semal different directions.




. '
. . ..

'

10, , Initiative should never be lost, Q&& ghould be kept whenever
possiblo) Wf’ e Z M——— .
,f;)
1. Dmlitions are very effective in delaying an aggruzin foree.
et

12. In the purauit artillery fires and aerial strtﬂng are very

TSV ISy
effeative‘:’* ted e ; ‘ T

15. In fighting over terrein in which objectives are very distanf

and la.nd ecommunications diffieult, the use of sea routes of eupply speed

. ' R R
Lot TSP O SIS A N W S

up the flow of suppllies. Mot ‘ A

14, The possession of air superiorit an attacking roréo feacil-

itatu its advanoe.
| e
15. Orga.nizatien of koy terrain features by skilled engineer per-
- MW
sonnel makes a defensive position very diffieults to penetrate.
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