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• 
THE LIBJRATIOIII OF l!."ll!IoPIA 

D.RCJi - BY 1941 

I IIITRODUctI 0111 

• 
, 

this monograph covers the liberation ot Ethiopia tr°" Iarch to Iay, 

1941. 

For a better understanding ot the ditterent op.erations which took 

place during this period, it is neceBBary to disou11 some incidents which 
h4J • ,,,, ", 

have a direct bsaring and led to the liberation. 

Fo-r the purpose ot this monograph this eC111ntry will be referred to 

u "Ethiopia• rather than •Abyssinia," which incidentally the natives 

dhlike. 

In 1935 the Italians with powertlll, -n-equipped toroes succeeded 

in winning a quick victory in Ethiopia.I' SillliOe July, 1940, a llritish mil• 

itary minion had been operating in the interior ot the owntry. This 

miBBion was kept busy in arming and training the natives, as -11 aa 

using every available means ot propaganda. They spent mu.oh time in oor­

reeting the mistakes made by the Ethiopians during the Italian. oapaign 

in 1935, Part ot the plan was to equip and train them in av.oh a way 

that they could be on equal terms with the Italians. (1) 

In Jul:,, 1940, the Italian• in Bast Atrioa {Ethiopia, Eritrea and 

Italian S011aliland) struck outward, capturing the frontier cities ot 

Iassala, Gallabat and Iun!ak in the northwestern part. Alao, lloyale 

in northern Kenya was oap'\,ured, and on 15 August llritish Somaliland 

bad to be evacuated by the small defending force. The occupation or 
these areas gave the Italians a strategic position with relation to 

Kenya and the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, trom which they e<Rtld atrike at 

any one ot these localities. The British forces were disposed around 

this Italian empire in sueh a manner that reinforcement wiih ou another 

was difficult. (See Iap B) (2) 

(l) A-8, P• 118; (2) A-3, P• 9. 
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OliOGRAPEII CAL DESCRIPTI Oir 

to haw a clear view ot the difficult terrain in which theae series 

ot operations took plaoe, a geographical description ot this vast area 

is neoessary. Erit:rea ia 10 similar to Ethiopia, geographically, that 

it will be OCTI!l'ed ~ this de■cription ot the Italian p0He1■ions. (3) 

the central part ct Ethiopia ocuiats ot a great irregular plateau, 

which ii the u.in ... ot Ethiopia. Thi■ plateau is deeply cui: by riT­

er11, which produce gorgea through it, 110lltly en their way to the !!file 

River. the plateau i■ belnreen 6000 to 8000 teet high, with range• up-

to 14,000 feet. All theme mountains and the many r itts fonied by the 

rivers make very difficult obstacles tor military operations. the eas-

tern edge ot the plateau dropa abruptly to the plain, run1 traa the \ 

northern tip ot Ethiopia, paaae■ 30 ailea west ot Iaua-• in the 1.ed/ -- ----~---~-- -

~• then south for about 400 miles i:o a point east ot .Addia Ababa. 

There ia a great plain in between the l.ed Sea and the plateau, which is 

one ot the hottest and most arid in the world. the eastern edge ot the 

' plateau passes Addis Ababe, and joins a range rumrl.ng • outhlrest to a 

point near Lake l.v.dolt. On the far a:l.de tit the Great Ritt, there are 

other ,ranges which divide the northeast•~ plain from a larger plain 

in the effllllh. In the west the plateau steps dffllD to the Egyptian-SU­

daJI. in terraces. CID the southeast the plateau slope• dcnm. to the coast• 

al belt ot Saaliland. (See W..p B) (4) 

the western part ot Ethiopia is difticul'l.x ~owrtaiaou.1 001:tntry in­

terrupted by the Blu Nile Valley on tm northwest ot Addis .lbeba and 

by the Great Riti: Valley with a chaiu ot lakes in the south. {See lfa.p 

B) (5) 

the rains in the plateau are oonceutrated during the •-r 11.0lll.hs, 

are very heavy and make trattic very difficult. this has a great in­

.f'luenoe on the -operatiana to c~. (6) 

(3) A-8,_P• 116; (4) .l-8, P• ll6-li1 and A-10, P• 241 (5) A,-2, P• llJ 
(6) A-1,_p. 16. _ 
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• • 
The frontiers preaened by Italian East Africa to the west were 

about 2500 _Iii.le■ long, and the sea trontiera were almost as long aa 

those on land. The ar•a ccaprising Italian East Africa ii ot an im'" 

menae size, Ethiopia alone having an area ot S50,000 square Iii.lea. Dis-
-~­

tanoes from the frontier to important objecti wa are very long 1..,a• a re-

' ■ult ot which': large nwnbers ot troops are likely to be nece&1ary tor the 

proteC'l:ion ot lines ot c-nication. ( T) 

µ~ia has a great dinraity ot, climate due to its 

itude. The climate OD both plains iB hard OD Europeans. 

cool in the plateau. (8) 

extent in lat­

The air i■ 

Addis Ababa, the capital ot Ethiopia, is the largest city with a 

population ot 150,000 Dire4awa being next with :iso,ooo tollcnred by 
'"--- -

PREPARATIOY 

A Fifth Column wu organised very aldltully'. Eleven trained me■-

Hnger■ were sent aoroas the borders into Ethiopia. These runners took 

inetructiona to eleven ponrtul chiettaiu t~'-\rlr~·;,:5, ~~;.y. ar-■• 
toed and -nition (r0111.thiBrlti~t the Egyptian-Sudan. (10) 

Jri■-ion mmber 101 wa■ organised under the cemaand ot ColOl!.91 

Sandford with tour other men and two wireless ■eta. Thil Iii.Him pen­

etrated deep into the interior to organise reeietance uiong the natiwa. 

They organised 1111le trips to the Sudan tor transporting arlll8 and aJIIIIIUJl-

i tion. Attacks on the Italian lines ot commmication were also organised. 

Patriotic menages and photos were di■acminatea among the natives. (11) 

The work performed by the 11.i111ion waa very important tor the liber­

ation, due to the tact that Great Britain could not_ afford to use large 

forces in a seoondary tront. The native■ were being used to restore 

their own. 911.pire. (12) 
-'< '"" -~~-~ • - -J'-- ~ llhile planning a reeietance and a feeling of revolt was being or-

·i -1 l'V -
'-, '\_,. ganised in the interior ot Ethiopia, the Briti1h were building up forces. 

(T) A•8, P• llT-118; A-1• P• 16; (8) A-8, P• 111; (9) A-10• P• 41; 
(10) A-1, P• 96; (11) A-T, P• 96; (12) A-8, P• 120. 
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• 
To the ;troops in the Sudan, estimated at 1000, were added the Fourth 

.and Fifth I11dian Dirlsic:ns_. Also Free Frenoh and Belgian t'oroes ware 

added. {U) 

Air strip• were oc:nstruoted and seoreoy was maintained. Dumps of' 

all kinds were aec'lllllllated, and troops arrived t'rom the ~ld Coast,• 

t'r0111 l'igeria •• u.d f'rcm South Af'rioa. ·Ieoh111iled trauport was pre­

pared and large qWUll;ities of' gasolim aocwmulated. (14) 

The strength of' the Italian t'oroes in thia whole area -• estimated 

to be at least 250,000 men, well armed, witll all types of' modern weapona 

and well supplied. (15) 
• - V 

For sewral months after Italy ellhered<int"bithe -r the British 

··; ~1:_1!,_t~ of' the Egyptian-SU.clan and Kei:cya ;ereM~•rically 
... __ -------

interior to the t'cr oes they were opposing. As a result of' tbi ■ th91 

were t'oroed to evaouat, some po■ts on and near the t'rontier. In Kenya 

where the Italian t'orcea mtD1D1bered the British more than in the Sudan, 

_ ··;\."' t_~e_ defenders were protected by large distances ot desert through wher......-< 
~·"' / -/ / an attacker w011ld have taced the great problem ot securing water and 

<r' supplies. ( 16) 

During the next winter 11onthll preparations ta- the' attack were 

aoo0111plisbed and by the last part ot January the preparations were 00111-

pleted. Preparatiou had been very thorwgh, taking into oomideration 

the large ■o'ffllen:ts that were to be accomplished i• whioh supplies• es­

pecially water, played such an important part. (11) 

'l'lilE BRITISH FLA.I" 

The '.Britilh plan was to reduce the Italiu t'oroes by means ot sev­

eral attacks f'rOIII as ■IU!J' direotiom as po■ aible. (18) 'l'he two ■ai• 

ottensiwa were to take place about 1000 ■ilea apart; in the north in 

the direction ot Keren, and 1111. the ■outh fl-t111 Kenya. (See Jfap B) (19) 

(U) A-1, P• 96; (14) A-1, P• 19; (15) A-1, P• 16; {16) A-8, P• 121; 
(11) A-1, P• 19; (18) A-2, P• 11; (19) A-2, P• 11. 

• Gold Coast - a British crOWI!. coloey and protectorate in Guinea, in 
western Af'rica. 

•• l"igeria - a British territory in West At'rioa. 
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• • 
The plu. was a cc:aplex one, inTOl'l'ing use ot torces in ditterm 

points u.d in varied(eon~ons) ot terrain, Some areas were tlat and 

desert-like, others•contained steep ridges, tropioal ccuntry, and scrub, 

1119.king mo-u:t almost iapossible, (20) 

D11tanoea were a,o large that the supply problem, especially water• 

was ot the -utaost iaportuoe. Ge.solim was very limited in the areas 

occupied by the British, making operatione mre dittioult, .(21) 

The Britiah plumed en using approxillately tin divisions against 

about twelve or thirteen. Por the -.111 attack in the direction ot lter­

en ill the llOrth, they were to employ the Firth IJ1.dian DinsiOIII withra 

mall Suda Detenee Force, The•• toroes had bee!l holding a broad trout; 

ot about 500 mil•• ot tr0111tier. TIie 11'1.fth Division was reillf'orced 1>7 

the Fourth Indian Di viii on, which was pulled Ollt tram. the British torees 

ati;aoking Sidi Barraui in Egypt, on the 101:h ot December, 1940, u.d sen 

to the Eapt;ian Sud11.11. (22) 

Gemral Sir Archibald Wawll, the C-nder-in-Chie.t, Kiddle East 

and East Af'rica, detailed Jlajcr General Platt to o-nd the .toroes in 

the northern sector; and on the south Ila.jar General Oanningballl, :o.. 

the south the British were to attack with three divi■ ione1 the First 

South African Division, the Eleventh and Twelfth .Atriean Divisiom, 

For the aou.thern operati,on there were no more than 20,000 i:afantrJ119n 

available, (23) 

It ii clearly noted that the Briti■h were to undertake the ot.teneive 

with an overall strength estimated at abou11 one-■ewnth ct the Itali&Jl 

torce1, (24) 

The Ji'ir■t Sou11h African Division moved 1to.rth troa llt.irobi, in lt.­

:ra, · and COD.-11rated at lfar■abi t, aboat. 120 miles southwest ot Jlota.le •. 

which was ill Italian hands. (See Jlap B) (26) 

(20) A.-1, P• 1111 (21) A-1, 1'• li'IJ (22) .A.-1, P• 181 (25) A-1, P• 18 
and A-5, P• 102; (24) A-1, p. 181 (25) A-1, P• 19 • 
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The EleveJXl.h aml the 'l'nll't:h Atrioan Di'rlsi0111 were oOllCeatrated 

near tlle -Tana RiTer • '1'6 miles west of the fron1;ier of "e Italian Saa-

aliland. (26) 

On the left the First SOlrl.h Atrioa.n Division was to oover some 400 

:ailea with the :aiSBio11 of threateuing hem the s ottth md to oover the 

lefll flalllk: of the- main ad'ftnoe from Italiu Somaliland. {21) 

In the north t be British plaDDed to attaok in the direction of 

Ieren. in Eritrea. (See llap B) :%hi• wes dc:ae tor three reasons, The 

first om wu that :tusala. liitifg located on the railway- between. Pert 

Sudan 'aad Se~. and oonneried by- a good road with Illar-tum. cClll ld be .,.-- ___, 

uaed aa a npply- base, Secondly. they could strike directly against 

important objectives like Aniara and IaHawa. This wClllld giTe the - -
British a good supply- pert and they woald nob haTO to depend cm a long 

difficult line of COSIUJl.ication. ~a, being well coimeoted wi.th the 

port of ¥assawa and to most roads in the sftth was a strategic place • ,---

troa which to dominate the coatey. The third reason for the choice ot!J,.. 

direction of attack wa■ that, different to oiher. objective• in Ethiopia 

whieh were very distan11. Asmara was only- l'l'O lllilea frCIIII Iasaala. (28) 

TD A.DTAIICE FB<Jl Din 

In January-, the '°"' et Bana in Keny-a wu abandened by the Itali&DB. 

An attaek preceded by an aerial banbardme:at droft thl!I Italiau out<£ 

the fortified post of Bl Wak, acroH tbe border of Samalilan.d. 

At the begi1111ii41g of February ■•e Ethiopian posts near 1-]ce Rudolf 

(See llap B) had been captured and advance units penetrated about 40 

Jlilea into the eaatern border. (29) 

The Fir at SOlrl.h Afrioa:a Di n.aion mowd up to the northwest through 

Dukana a:ad El Yibo. (See Iap C) (SO) 

On the ertr- left of the First Sov:th African Din.sicn, the Bast 

Atrican Brigade (31), part of that· diTiaion, mwed up west of La.lee 

(26) A.-1, P• 19J (2'1') A-1, P• 201 (28) A-8, P• 1221 (29)A-4, P• 1141 
(30) A-1, P• 201 (31) Brigade - equivalent to a regiment in the US Army. 
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• • 
Rudolf. lfea:awhile the res'G of 'the dinaion wi'th some oompanies of 

Ethiopian irregulars oroHed the i'rmrtier eas't ot the Lake and entered 

the colony west and north of lfoya.le, hanng for their firs't obje!tin 

lfega. {See lfap C) {32) 

At the beginning of February all Bri'tiah forces started moving 

aimu.ltanenaly frca enry direction, keeping up with General Wavell'• 

plan of striking the en91117 i'rOII different directions. Thi■ plan was 

ilrl:ended to avoid giving the eD8JR7 the opportunity to engage each col­

umn, piee9111eal. The Italian c-.ander • the Duke of Aosta, deeided on 

putting all his effort on th.e defensifl rather 'I.ban taking the initia­

tifl to attack tor which his -troops -.ere prepared in stren.g'h, weapons 

and training. (33) 

The First South African Division encountered difficulties en i'ts 

way to lfega, due to the heavy brush near El Yibo and had to e11t a trail 

through, aot having any roada available. Thi• -town 'ftll an important 

objecthe • being a center of lines ot OCllllll1Dlicatio:a to lfeyale, Yaflllo 

and :legelli. (See lfap C) But lfega 'ftB situated on a plateau about 
. -,'11 

6000 feet high, aurrOUDded by peaks that rise to 3000 feet. On the 

south the position had been well .fortified. So great were "the dif'f'i-
' 

eulties e:acountered when the troops adva:acing frOJI!. the north came into 

heavy artillery tire, it ia believed the cuualties w01ld hafl been 
. 

heavier it they had advanoed from the s011th. The t mm was eaptured en 

the 18th of February. (34) 

With the oapture ot lfega the South Africans were in a position 

from where they oculd strike the Ethiopian Lake area to the north. 

(See lfap C) lfoyale also tell, :low the roads to Yawllo and Iegelli 

were open. (35) 

On the west of Lan Rudolf the East Atriean Brigade mowd up to­

ward lfaji and were facing toward Ji-a, which was to be a strong center 

of resistance. (36) 

(32) A-1, P• 20i (33) A-1, P• 20-21; (34) A-1, p. 21-22 t {35) A-1, 
P• 22; (36) A-1, P• 22, 
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THE OCClJPATIOlf OF ITALIA!I' SOJl!LILAllD 

The Eleventh and Twelfth African Di visions. atar:blng the maill 

attack upOD. Addis Ababa, •oved east acrosa the frontier ot Italian 

Sanaliland, toward Ai'nladu. (See Jlap C) The mofflllent wae made in three 

dif'f'erent directions. lrigerian troops moved along the coast, in the 

oem;er a column of' troops f'rOl!l Kenya and the Gold Coast, a.nd on the 

left a column of' South Africans. Sapported by the South African Air. 

Force the Keay& col1mn captured Af'lladu. The South African and Gold 

Coast f'orcea went through Af'aadu on a f'orced lll&rch of' 50 miles to the 
• 

• 

Juba River. (See Jlap C) The l!llgerim column, moTing along the coast, 

f'ound that f'orce ■ in Ilbayu had retreated, apparently warned by the' 

hea"l" naval bombardment. Thi ■ was the f'irat illlportant objeotiTe of' the 

southern advance into Ethiopia through It,-llan SOl!l&liland, beomse ot 

its natural harbor. (37) 

'1'ba Juba River was reached, where a strong f'ortif'ied riwr line 

was encountered. This rinr line of'f'ered a nry strong reaiet&nce, d1te 

to the Italians out11.U111bering the Britieh f'orcea, &nd ■ince the rinr . 
~ 

was 200 yards wide and had wooded banks. (38) 

General Cwmi.nghma f'oaDd oat that the Italians f'ailed to keep a 

large mobile reaerTe well back to ejeo't any oounterattaok. Sb he 

ordered the Kenya Brigade to enfllop the position from the mrth. The 

Kenya Brigade, supported by a tank ccapany and armored cars moTing to 

the nortmrest, cut their way through sorub and croned the riTer. Then 

they cul; their way through f'ive miles of' f'orest. Using 111obility and 

surprise, they attacked f'rom the rear, making it possible f'or the main 

attaoking f'orce to crou the river and attack the town of' Gelib. (39) 
• 

A column of' Gold Coast troops tumed nortmrard, adnnced upon Lugh 

Ferran.di, took lregelli and prepared themselTes to take care ot any­

threats f'rolll the Lake area, reillf'oreing the First South Atric&n Dirl­

sion at Jlaji and Xega. The left f'lank of' the main advance to liarar was 

n- well protected. (40) 

(37) A-4, P• 114; A-1, P• 22-23; (38) A-1, P• 23; (39) A-7, P• 103; 
A-1, P• 23-24; (40) A-7, P• 103; A-1, P• 23-24. 
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On the 23d ot Febrv.ar,- the oolttnm, mo't'ing along the ceut, cap­

tured the port ot Bra-.a, ninety miles east ot Gelib. They weirt War011p 

lleroa, and on February 25th, llogadiahu, the capital ot Italian Somali­

land, was captured. ( 41) 

ADVAICE IftO BTBIOPIA 

The oecupation ot Italian. Somaliland assured better an.d .taster 

rO\ltes ot supply trCIIII the port ot lloabasa in Ken,. instead ot acroBB 

di.t.tioult desert country. It also opened nw good roads .tor tho illl­

nsion ot Ethiopia. Thia position ottered two routes ot approach 1.o­

ward the north; one, an exoel:i.nt highway across the Juba Valley toward 

the capital, the other on the east up the Wel!.lte Shebeli, aorolB 1.he 

~ De■er1; in the direo1.ion o.t llarar., The Ii.aliau were not expect­

ing great danger trom these two directions; henoe, they -re not as 

... 11 preJl8l"ed- as they were .tor other approaches. British torcea mofltd 

along both routes. (42) 

At the begilllnillC, ~t Karch the force■ thl t captured llogadiahu mofltd 

up 1.be Webhe Shebeli. On the 2d Villa Abruni 1Ja8 reached and on the 

6th Ferter 1Ja8 reached. JloTing at the rate o.t ti.tty miles per day, 

they reached Dagabur on the loth, an.d Jijiga on the 1'1'11111.. (43) 

ThrO\lgh air attacks on airport■, keeping Italiaa planes .trom the 
~ 

air and also by naval bambardllent, 11. waa made po■dble for 1.wo_ sep­

arate coluaa cOlli!lg by sea frOIII Aden, Arabia, to retake Berbera, the 

capital o.t British S011111liland. (See Kap C). Part o.t the .t<rce that 

captured Jijiga was sent to strike t.-ard liargeiaa and to link up w.l.th 

the oolUlllll mewing a aithwest trom Berbera. Thia was acoomplished, clear-

• 
iug the .tlank: ot the main adn.noe toward the capital. (44) 

' 
The grNnd trom Jijiga to Barar and to Addia. Ababa offered geed 

defeDBive terrain~hereby}the Italian engineer■, being very skilful, 

made maxiat1111 use o.t it. 'fbe rmte to Barar was very 1F911 organized 

tor the de.tense, and Parda Pan betwee1:1. Jijiga 11:11.d llarar 1FU oapi;urecl 

(41) A-1, P• 24; (42} A-4, P• 116; A-1, P• 25; (43) A•l, P• 24-25; 
{44) A-4, P• 116-111. 
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aa a result of' a f'l'ontal attaok. Then the Italians started delaying 

the quick-adftllcing forces as llllloh as the7 could b7 means cf' demoli­

tions. General R-el was getting ready to retake Cyrenaioa, so 

British troops, being delayed: oould not be employed in l'orth Africa. 

(45) 

While the f'oroea at Harar were striking east at tm railway- be-

• been Jib-.ti and Addis Ababa, sewral 00111111111 were mort:ag f'rOll the 

west and B01Zth. (See •P C) '?he Juba Vall97 permitted rapid advanoe 

nori.larard i.o i.he Dole area. Also lilthiopian f'oroes ercaged in Kenya•• -northern frontier, and who had recaptured Koyale, adff.DOed i.o llega '-4 

Javello. '?he resistance in the s oui.h was fiaall;r overoae when i.he 

• f'oroea ad"RDc4ng troa the Dole area joined i.he Ethiopian f'oroes ai. 

Jregelli, which was captured on Jfaroh 22d. One of i.heae Jd11or colllll?UI 

was&;e/on;)ted by Emperor Haile Selauie, who started traa thll Sudan 
\, / 

with i.wo Ethiopian battaliou and si;ruck east troa the provinoe of' 

Gojj•. (See 11'.ap C) In the west another oolt11111 began advanoing, and ---
on i.he 271.h a •-11 f'oroe of' Belgian and British troops e:atered ~la, 

160 miles west of' Ji-■• (See •P C) (46) 

THE ATTACK O!I 11:EREJr 

While General Cunninghma'a forces were ad"RDoing from the srutb. 

OB Addia Ababa, at the same time the main attack from A.nglo.Ji:gn,tian 

Sudan was being lauuhed in the northwest again.ii; the strong fortified 

oit7 of Keren in Erii.rea. (See 11'.ap D) 11:assala, whllre the Italiau 

tried their strongest a'lltempt to invade the Sudan, was the center of' 

operations for the northern attack. Here again the Italians toolc 

ad'l'lll:ll;age of' their engineering skill for the preparation of' a def'en­

Biff position. (47) 

The Italians had eo"'1pied Iaasala, Galla~ and Iuraalc. From 

these places and aoroBB the frontier they- struck se"l'8ral blows, but 

(45) A-1, P• 281 A-7, P• 105J (46) A-4, P• 117; A-1, P• 28; A-'?, 
P• 108; (47) A-1, p. 29. 
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the Bri ti■h (1.emporari 1);1 held the 

the -in otteuive. Kaasala wa.11 

• 
defensive position while planning for 

·(),__,. . 
seleoted~ain point of the attack, for 

fra here, roatile spread acroH the frontier; oP branch in the direc­

'llion of Agordat and 'llhe other 'llo Barentv. and the to Agordat. The main 

col- for thi• a'lltaok into Eritrea was to be -de 1r,y the Fifth Indian 

Division, plw, the 1111all Sudan Defense Force. This •- foree would 

ae:nd cobmu fro Gallabat and from lturiuk. Kaasala wa■ captured on 

the 19th of Jam:iary. and on the 26th the railhead of Bi■Ci!, was cap­

'llured. while the main colUIID. contined toward Agordat and another ad­

vaneed toward Barentu. Agordat was captured quietly and with it JUDY 

prisoners, gum and trauportation, (4.11) 

The Italian■ were cha.aecl. all the 1IIIG" to Keren, taking a'ltouti three 

-•kB to reach it• due to the roads being thoroughly blocked and lllinel:. 

(4.9) 

In the meautiae another ool11m1 from Galla'bat advanced. covering the 

flank of the attack on Kasaala. 
• ')7) 

Gallabat and ](et- had been facing 

each other tor several 1110Dth8 • but neither force made a move. Ket8JIUll,a 

was found to be evaeuated. and the British started the par1uit _,along'lhe 

road to Gondar. (See •P D) (50) 

The force attacking Keren wa.1 having very 1Dugh resistanee. At thia 

time it is proper to deseribe the terrain at Keren 'lie understand why the 

po■ition wa1 ao strong.· :leren is looated on a gorge. surrounded by hills, 

sane ae high as TOOO feet and all of them very 1kilt'ull::, prepared tv 

the defense. (51) 

Initially it wa■ planned to attack fr011 two direo'tionr, but the road 

to Arena was found blocked. A large J1U11ber of Itali- tranaport■ and 

equipmnt, le.t'II behind OJ1 their retreat,. blocked thil approach in ■uoh 

a way that the Britiah bad to oha:nge their initial plan, (52) 

A column was sent on the other flam: aorosa the frontier at Iarora, 

moving aoutbward, Other forces -r• landed at :waraa Taklai, moving dOlllll 

(4.8) A-1, P• 29-30; (4.9) A-1, P• 30; (50) A-1, P• SQ; (51) A-1, P• 30; 
(52) A•l, P• 30. 
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along the coast. During thie attack the Foarth Di"fision reinforced the 

Firth. but even with this the Italian forces bad almoet twice as many 

men. High steep peaks bad to be climbed. and the heat was intense. 

Daring this operation the British Air Forces played an important role 

by bombarding continu011aly the poeition of' Keren. The seige lasted six 

weeks. The Italians were determined to held thia position. but the Brit­

ish launched a 48-hour attack. capturing Keren on the 27th of' Jfarch. (53) 

The Italians retreated along the road to Asmara. being pursued by 

means of' artillery fire and airplanes. Allll&l"a also was very well pre­

pared for the defense but .f'ell four days after the capture o.f' Keren. 

The speed of' the adw.noe had been maintained in such a way that the 

Italians were not ginn an opportunity to counterattack. The approach 

to Gondar was blocked in a -,.- that it was impHsible to make an i■111ed­

iate repair. The road to Deuie was still in good condition. and the 

pursuit cmtinued. (See llap D) Another force advanced toward the port 

of' ,llas•a-, the _principal Italian naval -base in the Red Sea. (54) 

On April 8th Jlassa- surrendered after the Italians sunk al-1 ships. 

The only way out for the Italians DOIi' -• the port of' Assab, including 

an airstrip. (55) 

A mechanised column passed through Adowa, and by the 15th of' Ap­

ril, they had reached a gorge six miles north of' .Amba Alagi. This pos­

ition was as well prepared as Keren, its peaks and ravines being used 

in the def'enain preparations. (56) 

THI CAPTtlllE OF ADDIS ABABA 

Meanwhile, the attack from the scuth was advancing from Harar to 

the capital. The llligeriana • leading the advance, pushed through strong 

resistance, including heavy demolitions, and reached Diredawa. {See 

Jlap C) There is a railway and a good road between Jibuti in French 

So:maliland, and Addia Ababa running through Diredawa. {57) 

( 53) A-1, p. 30-311 A-2, P• 13; ( 54) A-1, p. 32-33; (55) A-1, P• 33; 
{56) A-1, p. 33; (57) A-1, p. 33. 
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A■1ieted by the Sooth Atrioan Air Foree, the South Af'rieans pasaed. 

through the Iigeriau and oo:nbh1ued their ad'ftJI.Oe to the oapital, 

reached llieeso and oontinu.ed in the direoticm. of the Awash River, whieh 

puses aoron the road and railway, rwming tr<111 the northeast to the 

11outhlre1t. At thi■ -point the road stariled mcnmt~g to the capital, The 

South Africans reached the Awash !liver o:n the 4th of A.Fil and ero1■ed 

it enn though the bridges had been demolished. .llthou.gh -bhi1 river of­

fered good opportl1Ditie1 tor the defense, the Italians oontimaed. their 

retreat, (58) 

The ad-• elements of' the British tore•• mered Addia Ababa on 

-the 5th, and cm. the 6th the capital was oocupied, The city wa1 handed 

ever to avoid bloodshed, The Duke of' Ao■ta ordered hi• troops to con­

tinue the delay as long as po■1ible, tryh1g to retain as JU.DY British 

troops on that trOJ:lt so they oe11ld. not be used h1 Ly-Dia, wlllere the Ger­

mana had retaken Benghazi and were approaehing the Bgyptian frontier, 

(59) 

The Italians were succeed.ing in their miHion of delaying the Brit­

ish. They marched their troop■ Qlt of' the capital, leaving the Briti■a 

with the responsibility of' protecting the civilians left behind. A 
C 

mnnber of' troops had to be left behind to garrison the place, Oil ad 

food stores had to be guarded, (60) 

After the capture of Ad.dis Ababa, there were three main places of 

Italian reai■tance I one north of Lake Tana arouml. Gondar, another in 

the Lakes area and the Jinaa area, and a third along the main road be­

tween the capital and A8111ara, {81) 

l'IJRSIJI'1' TOIIARD ADA ALA.Gt 

The Italiana retreated. toward DeHi•, north of .lei.di■ Altalla. (See 

Rap C) South Atrioan troops kept foroing th- up, while the Indian 

Division pre■eed don,. troa the north, OD April '1th Debra R'arkos 11'&1 

(58) A-1, P• 35; (59) A-1, P• 351 (60) A-4, P• 176; A-'1, P• 106-101; 
(61) A-4, P• 1'17. 
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·captured. In the soutlurest the British troops pressed up tllroagh Yav-, 

ello and Jregelli. At thia t:lae the succeas of the liberation 1'11.B ao 

clear that President llooseTelt declared the Red Sea and the Gulf of 

Aden open to allied shipping. Supplies could n- be 'sent to the Jrear 

Bast. (62) 

On April 18th the Soath African forces made coullact with the Ital­

ians about fourtn11 miles south of DeBBie. Thia adTaJ1.ce 1111.1 delayed 

here• due to the road being damaged. For aeTeral days the resistance 

had been increasing, but the British forces kept pressing and 011 tlul 

22d of April they foreed the enemy out of positions 011 the road toward 

the entranee to the Kc:abalcha Pau. (See Jlap C) A f- days later Kom­

balcha, loeated 10 lliles east of Deuie, 1111.11 captured. Prem here on the 

road to Dessie was a nry twisting, •011llta11l0Ua roadJ howeTer, the Brit­

iah entered the city on the 26th of April. (63) 

On the 5th of Jhy Eiaperor B'a.ile Selaaaie entered Ad.dis Ababa. On 

this same day in 1936 the Italians e:atered the capital. (M) 

The British forces cOlltinued the purauit, prosing trom the ncrta 

and south, closing on hba Alagi. (See Jlap C) Waldia 1111.a captured, 

and two days later South Africans reached Quoram. The northern foroee 

delivered their main attack fra the west to distract the Italians• 

while the southern force moved up from the south. The fort of .Amba 

A.lagi was surrounded by ~ 14th, and on Kay 16th the Dulce of Aosta 

surrendered. (85) 

TD IA.IE CAJIPAI GJr 

The colUllla that advanced on the west and soutmrest puahed the en­

emy through to the Gondar area and to the Lake area a011thwest of the 

capital. (See Map C) (66) 

(62) A-1, P• 361 A-4, P• 120; (63) A-1, P• 36-37; (64) A-1, p.·311 
(65) A-1, P• 37-39; {66) A-1, P• 40. • 
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When the South Africans passed through the Iigerian1 at Diredliwa, 

• 

the latter were sent to Addis Ababa, and ordered to the Lake area to 

the south. A colU111111l'all sent -at along the road to Leoheml;i and ar.i­

~her do,rn to Jiama, the center ot resistance. The troops that crossed 

into Ethiopia tr0111 Kenya, wut of' Lake Ru.dolt, moved up through Jilaji. 

'(See Jilap C) Another ISlll&ll torn of patrioll .f'oroea moved ~p in the loop 

of' the Blue Iile ton.rd Addia Ababa through Dangila to Debra )(arlco1. 

The Italiau of'.f'ered a strong resistance at Wdara, but. the Gold Coast 

troop• advanced tr0111 Jfegelli on •:r 6th and fought heavily f'or two days. 

Tiro ooluans oonnrged between Lakes Shala and Abaya. (See Jilap D) The 

southern force adw.noed toward Dall•.·? ;Patriots took care o.f' clearing 

forces east of' the lakes and the British troops advanced toward Jiama. 

Jimma eurrendered to patriots cOlllDl&D.ded by British of'f'icers. There._were 

a number o1' Italian• in the west, but; the capture of' Jiaa ended the 

Lake campaign. (67) 

The .f'n scattered troop• in the west were rounded up gradually, 

while the group at Gondar • a saall group that could do no harm, wu 

left to surrender. (68) 

ilALYSIS AID CIUTICISK 

In analysing this operation we nst oonsl. der the strength of the 

Italians_and their oapabilities to atri}ce at nearby British poaseasiona. 

The Italians greatly CJ11t111U11bered the Britieh force,, but' they never took 

advantage ot thi■ faot, aatiafying thellUlelvea with defending what they 

already had captved. Although they were a strong force well situated, 

they lost the initiative~o attao~ a factor llhioh greatly influenced 

their defeat. Once they lost theit< initiative, they never regained it. 

T,ae British coammders di.1played outstanding ability and leader­

ship on the planning, preparation and conduct of thi• operation •. Tbe 
. 

slcil:f'ul organisation of' Fif'th Column aotivitiH 1"8.11 an illporta.nt nep 

(67) A-1, p. 41-441 (68) A-1, P• 45. 
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ia the preparation tor their future advance. The simultaneous attacks 

frca. dittereat direction.■ were good UH of tariios and kept the Italiaas 

engaged in more than one place. 

The Britilh supply system. although difficult at times. worked et­

fiof.ently, mainly due to the fact that marlmwn use waa made of available 

port facilities and ll'&ter points along the line■ of advance, This proved 

very effective considering the difficult ftried_ooaditiona of terrain, 

I 1hould give credit to the British forces for being so aggressive 

and maintaining the initiative to attaok at all times• alth011gb. greatly_ 

numerically out11111Rbered, Their employment of forces to envelop strong 

fortified position■ proved very effective and 11'&8 the reason for their 

■uooesa in the moat difficult situation■• 

The coordination of land, air and naval f'oroe ■ 10 essential in com­

bat operations wa,_s very effective as Jr'Ofld by the results of the attack:, 

on lllJll83'U, where the naval bombardment f'oroed the Italian■ to withdr-. 

The Italian forces did aat organize ia depth their def'ea1ive pc■i­

tica at the Juba River, In this 11'&Y they failed to apply thiB balic 

prinoiple ct defensive oomb~t. 

The attacking forces gained surprise through mobility and striking 

~ from directicn11 other than the natural one. This we.1 a very deoili w 

factor in •ADY' of' the different attack■ on fortified positiOJIIJ, 

The air superiority- gained and 1119.int.ained by the British forces ft.II 

a great f'aotor ia the advances accomplished, 

Ia detailing oollllllDS to adnnoe aloag the flanks,the attacking for­

ces nre able to advance without major threat on their flanks, 

The u1e of demoliticm.■ by- the Italius was very etf'ectivs in delay-­

ing the quick advancing forces and in holding British f'orcea in l!:ast 

Atrioa 110 they oould. not be employed in )forth Af'rioa, 

Pursuing the Italial:UI by means ot artillery fire and airplan.es was 

effectively aooapliahed by the British af"ller the attack on Xerea. 
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The detend:lng trr oe■ ad• -very ■ldlt'lll use of the available key 

terraia feature■, oausing politiona to be more dittioult to oapture. 

The liberation of Ethiopia, although not. deciain tor any major 

oampaigu dlilring World 11'ar II, was a forward s'liep on the applioation of 

basic tac'liical prinoiplea and demonstrated the fatal renlta of tail• 

ing to apply those princi;,les. It also oleared the Red Sea tar allied 

shipping ot supplies 'lio the Iear Bast. As the Balkan campaign -■ at 

its peak, this was of great pot.ential T&lue. - \,l ~ ", 

~SOllllJ 

The follo,ring lesaou were learned froa 'lihis operation; 

1. The fifth Colan ao'liirltie■, when akiltully organized, are 

very ettectiw. Ui ~ '--\ s,kc,Jw...., ~,-4-· 

2. la de■eri; opera'lliou where -ter is of vital iaportanoe, proper 
' 

planning and aui- use ot -tir ~ims has a geat intluenoe on the 
aw Zua,: _ 

_!.inal oatpe,• g{ ,e ogeration. 

s. Coordination ot land, air and naTal toroea is eaaeu:bial in a• 
"". d~ J, '-,Jc.l- ..,-J- -phibious operations. h1> ---~·· °'t' w- ·-·O"· . 

4. A c1111biu.tion ot surprise and mobility can shatter a good .de .. 

tenae barrier • ./ ----5. A very aggreaaiw torce1 although mai.-rieally interior, can win. 
11$ .. 
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~· ' 
loail, ~d ■hould be kept whenever 

possibie~~~v-,-,.,15:°j°J~J~J'tr.~,.,,~f~i~E.•--■b-Mi @RC 

,)i,.L 
10. ,Ini1lia1live shoald ne'ftr De 

-F) / 
11. 1'eaoli1liOJ:lll are Tery efferiin in delaying an aggressiTe for••• 

12. In the pursuit, artillery fires and aerial strafing are Tery 
·_{ ·.,-·,-.,,',', f ;'·,• ,' AA -

I 

13. In figh1ling OTer terrain in which objeo11in■ are nry disllant 

and land •-nicatiou difficult, the use of ■ea roqtea of supply speed 
• /,Lld 

up the flw of supplies. r 

itate1 its acl.Tanoe. / 

15. Orgaahaticm of key terrain features by skilled engineer per• . • .. •• •• -
1onnel •ak•s a defensin position nry diffieuli; to penetra11e. 

• ,u ·tr I a ,111.1 ••1 • ,q-.. •lll!l'tr•~•~ffl!,~~~-i-i¾•._..,..!11.!r4?',;!i:-'•'1;.',. 
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