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THE OPERATIONS OF THE S05TH PARACHUTE
INFANTRY REGIMENT (82D AIRBORNE DI VISION)
IN THE AIRBORNE LANDING AND BATILE OF
GROSEBEEK AND NIJMEGEN, HOLLAND

17 - 23 SEPTEMBER 1944
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
(Poersonal Experience of a Company Commander)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the 505th Paraschute Infantry
Regiment, 82d Airborne Division, in the airborne landing and battle in
Hollard, 17 to 23 September 1944,

In order to orient the reader, it will be necessary to discuss briefly
the mejor events which led up to this action.

The Allied Armies, which had successfully invaded the Normandy
Peninsula on 6 June 1944, had swept across France to the West Wall defense.
(1) (See Map A) |

During the period 26 August to 15 Septembsr 1944, the Americen Third
Army had advanced east to a line extending from Epinsel, Prance, north to
Luxembourg. (See Map A)

The American First Army had pushed northeast, on the left flank of
the Americen Third Army, exbtending the front linss north from Luxembourg
te Meaastricht, Holland. (2) (See Map A)

On 5 September the American Ninth Army became operational in Brittany,
with the mission of reducing the isolated enemy strongholds and protecting
the south flank of the Allied Armies along the Loire River line., (3)

(see Map A)

The British Second Army, in their thrust across northerﬁ France, had
reached Antwerp, Belgium, pinning five German Divisions against the south
side of the Scheldt Bstuary. (4) (Ses Map A)

(1) A-1, p. 573 A-1, p. 49; (3) A-1, p. 53; (4) A-1, p. 50.
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Following the coast line north slong the English Chamnnel, the
Canadian Firs+t Army had encireled three German Divisions at L.e Havre,
which was cgptured on 11 Ssptembér, and hed surrounded and 'Fhan by-passed
e large number of enemy troops at Boulogne, Caleis, Dunkirk, in‘France
and Bruges, Belgium. They now held a line from Bruges to Antwerp. (5)
(See Map A)

The l'fth of September 1944 found the German Army trying to withdraw
back across the Scheldt Estuary but stubbornly holding key Dutch ports,
thereby preventing any improvement in the Allied supply situation. In
the battle of Normandy, the Germen forces had besn badly broken up and
depleted, and as a result, the troops, in the line in front of the
British Second Army, were not thought to constitute a formidable military
fighting force. (6)

Thus, with the capture of Le Havre, the sscond largest s-upply port
in France, the capture of numerous rocket launching sites, and the mere
token resistancer of the haestily retreating Germen Seventh, Fifteenth,
end Nineteenth Armies, visions of Allied victory were starting to present

themselves.

THE GENERAL SITUATION

It was evident to the Supremes Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force
that advence to the east would be a difficult task. It was decided to
facilitate this advance by moving the 2lst Army Group to the north beyond
the Lek River in Holland to outflank the strong fortifications and effect
a decided break through in the West Wall. (7) A mansuver in this area
had successfully been accomplished‘by the Germans earlier in the war using
the same tactics.‘

e scheme of mameuver was for the British Second Army to launch the
main offensive saround the northern flank, then swing east and southeast
(6) A-1, p. 50; (6) A~2, p. é; (7) &1, p.-57.
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~ behind the West Wall. The Canadian First Army would protect the northern
flank of the British and secure the ports of Antwerp and Rotterdam for
Allied shipping. In eddition, they were to co:;te.in and destroy the

. remaining Ger@an Divisions along the coast of France. (8). (See Map B)
;““. To carry out this plen, the British Thirty Corp would spesrhead a

|
1drivs on a narrow front with their center along one road:s Eindhoven -

¥ wﬁq gt iGre.ve - Nijmegen - Arnhem to the plains of Germany. (9) (See May B)
7 .
§f>f”’f = The First Allied Airborne Army, recently formed, and composed of

the American 824 and 10lst Airborne Divisions, British lst Airborne
Division, and the lst Polish Brigade was %o assist in this operation,
These units were stationed in England under the coménd of Lt General
- Lewis H. Brereton.

The missgion of this Army was to seize and hold important highway
and railroad bridges, road junctions, and key terrain festures 'favorable
to the 21s% Army Group route of advance in flanking the northern end of
the West Wall, (10) (See Map B) ™This operational plan was to be
known as Operation Market - Garden. Qperation Market was the airborne
- - operation that would cooperate with the ground effort, Operation Garden,"

(11)

During this period of time, the 1l2th Army Group was to support_ths
British attack by preparing to launch an offensive, at a given time, %o
penetrate the West Wall and link-up with the 2lst Army Group beyond the
Rhine River deep in Germeny. (Sse Map B)

Prior to D=-Day, 17th September, the RAF Bomber Command was to strike
at airfields in Holland and Germany from which enemy fighter planes were
in a position to strike the gliders and C-47 aircrsit carrying the
Airborne Divisions. These attacks were tw be followed by the American

"~ Bighth Air Force bonmbing the Bindhoven Airfields.
(8) A-1, p. 573 (9) A-7, p. 723 (10) A-1, p. 58; (11) A-7, p. Ti.
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On D-Day a.ird*:coap”é'réiﬁionﬂwas to provide fighter escort cover for the
treansports; provide protection over the IZ and LZa, and perform entiflak
patrol. Bombers .of the Allied Air Force were to bomb flak positions and
coastal defense battefies in the Walcheren area. (12)

Close coordination with the Allied Navies in the. form of air - sea
rescue and guiding beaocons for crosg channel crossings wes to be rendered.
This proved to be most effective and efficient service.

These events, situations, and decisions now led up to the next
operation participated in by the 505th Parschute Infantry Regiment as
part of the 82d Airborne Divisionm.

THE 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION SITUATION

The 82d Airborne Division, & battle tested division, had returned
from Normandy on 19 July 1944 to their home bases in England in the |
Nottingham - Leicester area. They were now training, resupplying, and
having showdown inspections in preparation for future é,ssigmnent of
another opsration. (See Map A)

During the periocd 1 August to 9 September 1944, the division had
been alerted several times for airborne missions in France and Belgium,
but due to thes rapid advance of the Allisd Armies, airborne operations
were cancelled, (13)

On 10 September, at 1800 hours, a conference of key officers of the
52d Troop Carrier Wing, whose mission it was to transport the 82d Airborne
Divlsion on combat flights, and airborne officers met to discuss a
fragmentary mission order received from the First Allied Airborne Army.
Details such ag time needed for pz:aparation, routes, photo coverage, dis-
position of forces, departure airfields, and drop zones were discussed. (14)

The 82d Airborne Division, under the command of Major General James
1;1: Gavin (then Brigadier Gemeral), was given the mission to:

(12) 49, pp. 11 and 12; (13) Personal kmowledge; (14) A-2, p. 10.
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. "Land By parachute and glider commencing D-Day south of Nijmegen;

geize and hold the highway bridges across the Maas River at Grave, and
the Waal River at Nijmegen; seizs, orgaenize, and hold the high ground
between Nijmegen and Grosebeek; deny the roads in the division areas to
the enemy; and dominate the area bounded on the north by & line runmning
from Beek, west through Hatert, thence southwest to Eindschestraat, south
by River Mass and the Mook-Riethors+t highway sast by the Cleve-Nijmegen
highway and the Reichswald Forest, and west by line running north and
south through Eindschestraat.” {(15) (See Map C)

Gensral Gavin decided that the 506th, 504th, and 508th Parachute
Infantry Regiments wéuld be dropped on DZz "N,"™ "0," and "T" respectively.
(See Map C) The 325th Glider Infantry Regiment was to reinforce the division
on D plus 2, The rest of the first echelon, consisting of the 307th Airborne
Engineer Battalion, 376th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, e batbery
of 67-mm gliderborne antitank guns, Division Signal Company, Division
Artillery Headquerters, and Headquarters of the Division were to land by
parachute and glider on the infantry regiments' DZs and LZs. (16) The
remainder of the supporting units were to come in piecemeal as weather
and planes became oper.ati.onal. (See Map C)

In giving the parachute regiments definite missions and sectors to
hold and dei‘énd, the pattern resembled a largs circle divided into three
parts, After the initial ocbjectives were taken, further assigmment of the
division's mission was to be executed on division order. (See Map C)

Two pathfinder tesms were %o be used by the division. Each team was
to be composed of one officer and eleven enlisted men. They wers to be
dropped on DZ "O" twenty-five minutes prior to the arrival of the main
body on that 7. Pathfinder!s drop time was set for 1245 hours. Serials of
other units were to guide on DZ "O" and continue on to their respective
DZs. (17) {See Map Cj
(15) A-3, p. 13 (16) A-7, p. 88; (17) A-13, p. l.
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Various plans, decisions, and other coordinating factors concerning
tactics, resupply, air support, and evacuation were gone over by the
Division Commender and his staff. On the afternoon of 11 September, unit
comanders wefe called to division to receive orders for.their missions,
I¥s, and departure airfields.

In order that we may get a be tter picture of this operation, let us
look at the objective area,

OBJECTIVE - HOLLAND

HEollend is popularly knowm as a low-lying country northeast of
Belgium. There are no natural frontiers. Three large rivers, the Maas,
the Weal, and the Lek, along with the Scheldt Estuary, give the southern
portion of the country its specific character of déltas and estuaries.
Crisscross drainage ditches surround nearly every field; however, little
or no water is in the ditches at this time of the yéar.

The outstending slevation iﬁ the arsa, and in all Hplland, is the
Wi jmegen-Grosebeek Ridge, rising in places to above 300 feet. The cléy
soil is demp but intensely cultivated. Woods are thick but with very
little underbrush. Roads sre all embanked and vehicular movement off
them in low portions is almost impossible. Lines of comrunications are
dictated by these roads.

The waterways previously mentioned are formidable natural obstacles.
Concealment and cover is fair to good. Fields of fire are good to excellent
for all weapons. Observation is excellent from Nijmegen-Grosebeek Ridge.
Fire towsrs and flak towers provide additional observation poszts. (iB)

Reinfall in September is frequent. The average for the month is
about 2.5 inches. Winds generally from the southwest are seldom of gresat
intensity. Cloudy and foggy weather is comrmon with an average temperature
of 60°F. On 17 September sunrise was to be at 0613 hours and sunset at

(18) A,"’4:’ mex lb to FO 1, Pe 1.



~ 1847 hours. These weather conditions of rain, clouds, and fog are mot
too favorable for air operations,

Nijmegen has a population of 98,000; Grosebeek and Grave are much
smaller. The police of the citises and towns were under the German
Feldgendermerie (Militaery Police) and the Sicharheit Splizei (the Gestapo).
Holland is divided into sleven p‘rovincss,.each of which has ite own
legislative and administrative body.. There are considerable differences
between dialects spoken in different parts of the country due to ancestry
and the influence of neighboring countries.

German repre.ssionr had been severe. There was some passive resistance
by factory workers. f"'V‘IL.'!: was thought thet popular sympathy would‘ be pro-Allied
rather than pro-German, (19)

The enemy was believed %o have sbout sight battalions fairly well

organized and disposed in the vicinity of all bridges and the wooded heights

=
/9‘:‘,/

s 221/

near Nijmegen and the Reichswald Forest.
Approximately four thousand S8 Troops comprised the main body of
thege forces, and in addition, scatfered troops of ths 7191;11,7 347th, and
70th German Divisions were known to be in this area. Photographs indicated
a build-up in flak positions., Antiaircralt g;uné were sited for ground roles
in addition to their primary missions. (20)

+

REGIMENTAL SITUATION AND PLAN OF ATTACK

The‘ 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment was locabed in the central
part of‘ England, in the small town of Quorn, which is betwsen Leicester
and Nottingheam, Englend. (See Map A)

+ This regiment had made combat jumps in Sieily, Italy end Normandy.

To these veterans, preparations for such operations were bescoming SOP.

Casualities from the Normendy operation were gradually returning from
“hospitals, small unit training was being conducted, snd supplies, weapons
(19) A~4, Annex la to FO 1, p. 1; (20) A-4, Annex lc to FO 1, p» 1.
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and squipment were being carefuily checked and inspected in expectation
of being given another mission. -(21)

On the evening of 11 September 1944, the Regimentel Commander, Colomnel
William E. Elmen, returned from division with orders for the coming
operation. The mission of the 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment waa tos

"Land on DZ ™" seize and hold Grossbeek; seize, organize, and hold

‘, key terrain west, southwest, and southeast of Grosebeek; oclear, secure,

\

i! and merk LZ "N" for subsequent glider and resupply lifts; mop up area

’w within regimental sector of respons:.b:.lity, esta.bllsh designated road
% blocks and be prepared to occupy with one battal:.on, high ground tc the
é southwest on division order; establish and maintain contact with the

! 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment at crossings over the Maas-wé.ai Canal

j

|

i and, if necessary in order to gain contact, assist in the seizure of

| these crossings; establish and maintain contamct with the 508th Parachute
!

!

] Infantry Reéiment at designated points.” (22) (See Map D)

{\ After a careful study of the situation, battalion commanders and
staff, separate company commanders, and liaison officers were asseﬁbled
and the Regimental Commander issued the following order:

The 1st Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry was to:

"Land on D7 " seize, organize, and defend area indicated; send
Ertreconmissance patrol to OPL indicated; establish road block at point "A,"
seize and hold railroad bridge at point "B" and be prepared on regimental
order to occupy high ground to southeast; mop up regimental ares within

| ite sector; sstablish and maintain contact with 24 Battalion, S505th
@y Parachute Infentry at points ®C,™ "D," and "E;" and 3rd Battalion, 505th
7.!;. Parschute Infantry at points "E" and "F;" estsblish and secure road blocks
\ and minefislds indicated; outpost with a maximm of one (1) company, OFD
-indicated along high groun& 40 south and southeast,” (23) (See Map D)

(21) Personal knowledge; (22) A-4, p. 1; (23) a-11,
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— The 2d Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry was toi
"Land on DZ "N;® seize, orgsanize and defend area indicated; mop
up regimentel area within its sector; establish and meintain contact with
}the‘ 504th Parachute Infantry at canal crossings at points "J" and "K;" and,
jif necessary in o-rder to gain contact, assist in the seizure of these
?crossings ; establish and maintain contact with 508+4h . Parachute Infantry
'.9.1: point "L;"™ 3rd Battaelion, 506th Parachute Infantry at point "E;" and
‘1st Battalion, 505th Parachute Infentry at points "C," "D," and "E;"
. e8tablish road blocks and minefields as indicatad.; outpost along OPL
“ipndicated; include in lead plane of serial one, pathfihder team prepared
o0 mark DZ "N" with green smoke snd a white "T," Duplicate marking equip-
ment would be carried to insure marking of DZ "N" for following parachute
lifts." (24) (See Map D)
The 3rd Battalion, 505th Perachute Infantry was to:
"Land on D¢ "N;" seize and hold Grosesbeek. Send reconnaissance patrol
: at once to ridge line to southwest of Grosebeek; clear and secure LZ "N"
for glider and resupply lifts; mop up regimental ares within its sector;
e8tablish and meintain contect with 508th Parachute Infentry et pointe
"HY and "I;" 1st Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry at points "E" and
"F;™ 2d Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry at points "E" and "G;"
o8tablish end secure road blocks as indicated after seizing Grosebeek;
outpost, with a maximum of one company, OPL indicated along high ground
A % southwest.™ (25) (See Mep D)

In addition to their mission orders, the following instructiona were
disseminated to all commanders: \

"No demolitions of any kind and no destruction of signal comnunications
(except German field cable) will be allowed except by express permission of
tho‘Regimenfal Commender; weapons will be jumped wifhout a round in the

(24, 25) a-11.
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chamber. Weapons will not be fired on DZ except on order of é. commissioned
or non-commissioned officer; SCR 300 radios and antitank rocket launchers will
be jumped in leg packs on individuals. Two (2} rds antita.nquocket launcher
ammunition (one (1) in each section) will be carried with A.'IRi. in leg pack;
rifle platoon will contain three (3) rifle squads, skeletonized if necessary;/(
antiaircraft defense will be passive. B8mall arms fire will not be used
against aircraft; seize immediately sll lookout towers within regimental
gsector; each batialion will establish s c¢learing party of at least one
(1) officer and four (4) enlisted men. This pai'by will be completely
oriented asnd will have the duty of directing atray pgrsonnel in the proper
direction; all requests for artillery support will be cleared through
Regimental S-3; marking of LZ "N'" for subsequent glider wi¥l resupply 1iifts
will be controlled by 3rd Battalion.® {26)

Preparations went intoc high gesr on 12, 13, and 14 September. Last
minute showdown inspeotions, muster roll calls, and bundles were rolled.
A base camp was organized to be left at Quorn, consisting of e detachment
of administrative personnei and of those individuals s+till handicapped by
injuries. (27)

A land tail was formed, consisting of organic wehicles and drivers,
and a few hon-airborne persomnel. This land tail would move under
division control to a seaport, be transported across the English Channel
and join their respective units after a 1ink-up with ground foroes was
made, (28)

By dark on 15 September, the regiment closed into its dep-arture air-
fields where they were "sealsd." ..Iha lst Battelion was to takeoff-from
Cottesmore Airfield and the 2d and 3rd Battelions along with Regimental

Headquarters were to teksoff from Folkingham Airfield, (29) (See Map B)

(26) a-4, p. 2; (27, 28) Personal knowledge; (29) A-4, Mvt 0. 1 to
&dm 0. 1, P. 2.
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. At the depsrture airfields, troops were quartered in hangars
surrounded by barbed wire fences and adequate guards patrolled these fences
t0 preserve secrecy snd prevent any sabotage. (30)
On 16 September troops were issued ammunition, rations, meps, and
orders. Detailed briefings at sll levels, using Bandtables; maps, and
air photos, were conducted. Every battalion commender knew the other
battalion commander's mission and plan of atbtack; likewise, company
commanders within a battalion knew the other company commander's mission %M
and plans. , ' v /l
Members of the Dutch Underground, attached to division, visited }9)
each unit, giving valuable details of terrain, enemy locations, weapons,
communications, state of enemy morale, a.nd part of the political situation,
Captain A. D. Beste Breurtije, whose home was Nijmegen, Holland, was tho
main informer. (31)
During the day, equipment bundles were rolled, rerolled, and loaded
on the planes, Gliders were loaded and all g.ircraf'b parked snd mearked
for clockwork precision takeoff the next day. With the completions of
briefings and check of recent air photos received, the troopers were given
& hot meal and they went to bed to swait the eventful day approaching,
that of 17 September 1944, (32)

D=-DAY

(17 SEPTEMBER 1944)

The weather was favorable for airborne operations. Fog over the
airfields end North Sea was to 1ift by 0900 hours. At 0830 hours a
‘la.st minute jumpmaster-pilot confersncs took place.

Church services were oconducted for those desiring to attend, and
. froopers were loaded into the (=47 eircrafts by 1000 hours, Orehundred

(30) Porsonal knowledge; Statement of Major R. M. Piper, Regimental S-1,
2 Januery 1949; (31) A-4, Annex la to FO 1, p. 1; (32) Personal
knowledge.
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- and twenty-six C-47s, piloted by the 313th and 316th IC Group of the 52d
Troop Carrier Wing, took off with the 505th Parachute Infantry at 1020
hours. (33)

After the planes becams airﬁorne, a 9-plane vee of vees was formed.

© Flve of these vees were flown in trail making 45 aireraft to a serial.
Altitude of 1500 feet at 150 miles per hour was chosen for the flight
from England to the DIZs. The drop altitude was to be 500 feet at 120 -
miles per hour, These altitudes were sslécted to avoid small arms fire,
heavy antiaircraft fire, and minimum safe altitude for dropping of the
troops. (34)

Planes carrying the 505th Parachute Infantry followed a northern.
route across the English Channel to the IP just south of Hertogenbosh,
Hollend, and then to their DZs. (See Mep B) This was & distence of
approximaetely eighty miles over snemy held territory to & T& forty miles
behind the enemy front lines,

As the Alr Armeds flew over Hollesnd that Sunday morning, one looking
at the terrain below saw that it had faken on a new look. The Germens
had flooded much of the countryside, a;ld only road on top of the dykes,
isolatéd high points, end some vegeteation were visible, (5l5)'

Enemy fighters appesared in small groups but our escor.t of fighters
and bombers easily drove them oif. BSeveral Allied planes were seen to go
down due to the heavy amtieraft fire received, butb such losses wsrs smell,
Flak from a flek tower and a barge on the Maas-Waal Canel greeted the
troopers just prior to exit from the planes. (36)

A% 1306 hours the first elements of the regiment jumped on DZ "N."
This being a daylight jump in combat, the reorganization of units was
repid and well executed. It was only & matter of minutes until battalions
were moving out to accomplish their missions. A mixup in mershalling
(33) a-5, p. 1; (34) A-9, p. 75 (35, 36) Personal knowledge.
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~ after take-off caused the 2d Battalion and Reglmental Headquarter serial
to be dropped two thousand yards northeast of their scheduled drop zone,
(37} (See Msp E)

Due to the psychological effect ?f the airborna landings, enen\ry
opposition was scattered but harassing. Local enemy troops were committed
in a piece-meel fashion. This piece-mesl build-up continued until the
initial shock wore off when a coordinated gttack was made on the lst
.Ba‘ttalion at Mook by the German 6th Parachute Division,

By 2000 hours the lst Battalion had clesred and secured the division
area to the south and southeast and had occupied the high ground in the
vicinity of Riethorst and Bisselt. (38) (See Map E)

The 3rd Battaiionroccupied and secured the southern portion of
Grosebeek at 1500 hours, and by 2200 hours had cleared and secured the
ares designated in their zone of responsibility. At approximately 2345
hours, & most unusual, but yet amusing, incident took place. A long
shrill whistle of a train was heard throughout the Grosebeek area. A
Germen train entered the area from the northwest and passsed through the
erea of Division Headquarters on through the 3rd Battalion!s area, and
continued on its way unhindered into Germany. Not a shot was fired.
Troops wore alerted, the track mined, snd to the satisfaction of the 2d
Battalion, another train soon arrived. A bazooka man scored a direst
hit on the locomotive, .stopping the train. This train was loaded with
soldiers and labor construction men (todt workers)}, and a few German Army
women. They were all rounded up 'shortly after daylight the next morning.
(39) (See Map D) '

The 2d Battalion seized thé northern portion of Grosebeek at 1545
hours and continued on t¢ the west and seized the high ground west of

T Grosebeek; here they established a perimeter defense and patrqls were
(37, 38, 39) Personal knowledge.
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sent to contact the 504th Parachute Infanfry at the two canal crossings.
Contact was established at both crossings at 1930 hours, 'The bridge

at point "K" had been blown by the enemy but the bridge at point "J"
was intact. (See Msp E)

Division Headgquarters dropped shortly after the 505th Parachute .
Infantry. The Eighteenth Airborne Corp Headquarters landed later in the
af ternoon and their headquarters were established in the wooded area south
of Grosebsek. (See Map E) Elsewhere in the division area, the 504th, who
dropped at Grave, and the 508th, which jumped northeasst of Grosebeek, were
progressing satisfactorily. All initial missions of ‘the division were
accomplished by 2000 hours D-Day. (40)

D PLUS 1
(18 SEPTEMBER)

On 18 September weather was favorable for flying, and gliders con-
sisting of the support'ing elements, less the 325th Glider Infantry, landed
on DZs "K" and "T." e

In the lst Battalion zone of action, a counterattack was repelled
by two platoons at Riethorst at 1300 hours. An enemy company was seen
moving from east to west toward Mook late that afternoon. Antitank guns
were sent to Company A to reinforce their road blocks at Mook in
anticipation of an attack, (41}

Belng in regime_nta.l reserve, the 2d Battalion encountered little enemy
activity. Patrols were sent to all contact poinfs. The battalion was
alerted to move to ‘the south and assist the lg‘b Batt-alion, or to the east
to support the 3rd Battalion, depending on how the situation developed.

)Meamvhile the 3rd Battalion was having a busy day. They attecked and
cleared DZ "E" for glider landings and repelled counterattacks at Buuk,
Breedeweg, and Grafwegen. At 1455 a 3rd Battalion OP reported eleven
(40) &-12, p. 7; {41) A-5, D. 1
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German tenks or flak wagons in the Reichswald Forest. (42) {See Map E)

At 1500 hours gliders began coming in, some ovar—shobting the LZs
thet were marked for them and landing behind the Germans in the vicinity
of the Reichswald Forest. Surprisinglf, many of these troopers got back
to our lines thaf night and some even brought their guns and ammunition -
with them.

Captain Beste Breurtije, the Dutch Agent, had now contacted under-
ground agents in his hometown of Nijmegen, and arrangemsnts werse being
made to supply them with weaspons taken from the wounded and deed troopers. (43)

Darlmess on D plus 1 found the 508th on the north.had gotten within
400 yards of tﬁa mein highwﬁy bridge of Nijmegen, but did not succeed in
cepturing it. They were ordsred to .withdraw as enemy pressure on the north-
east was causing penetrations in their lines., (44) Farther to the north,
the 1st British Airborne Division was fighting a losing battle with superior
enemy forces at Arnhem.

South of the division sector, contact with the 30th lorp was effected
at Einflhoven at 1215 hours by the 10lst Airborne Division.

Resupply by B-24 rBombez;s was sbout 60% effective due to part of the
LZs being held by the enemy whose small arms fire prevented recovery of
the supply bundles,

During the first two days, fighting elements of 27 differsnt units
wore identified. At this %ime no single snemy unit of battalion size could
be identified dﬁe to their pilece-meel employment. Prisonsers captured were
told by their commanders that the parachutists were without weapons and
all they had to do was surround them and they would give up or could essily
be destroyed. (45) |

Artillery of the 376th FA Battalion played an importent part in the
’Bi'eaking up of counterattacks and destroying of enemy self-propellesd flak
(42) a-5, p. 2; (43) A-7, p. 109; (44) 4-3, Plate 1; (45) Personal knowledge.
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— wesapons. - The 456%h FA Battalion, which had now arrived, was put in direct
support of the 505th Parschute Infantry Regiment. (46)
D PLUS 2

{19 SEPTEMBER)

On the ﬁorning of 19 September, we found that enemy pressure was
. N gt . .
gradually incressing in south and southwest{ The lst Battalion receiwved
a report at 1005 that spproximately 500 Germans were moving from the south
toward Reithorst.
Late that afterncon the attack came. It continued throughout the 15th

and 20th and was finally repulsed with heavy losses to both sides. The

remainder of the battalion continued to improve their positions on their
#} perimeter. (47) ({See Map F)

The 3rd Batbalion continued to seocure the di?ision area to the south-
east. knemy counterattacks were repulsed &t Haikant and Horst. Contact
was reestablished with the 508th Parachute Infantry on the left after
restoring the MLR. (04¢}‘u,044dfdu‘f
W'Meanwhile, in the 2d Battalion's &ea, a link-up was made by the

py
/ ; British Guards Armored Division. At 1100 hours the 2d Battalion became
i division reserve and was attached to the Guards Armored Division to move

to the north and assist in seizinpg the Nijmegen railway and highway bridge.

The 2d Battalion, with the Grenadier Guards Group of the Guards Armored |

Division, moved without incident to the outskirts of the city. Once in

town only light artillery fire was received. Upon reaching the center

of Nijmegen, the combined force of British tanks and British and American

infantrymen split. Company D, of the 2d Battalion, and 7 tenks turned

northwest to sttack thé railroad bridge, and the remainder of the force to
the right to attack the highway bridge. A fierce battle was fought through-
| out the night but the Allied force failed to break the enemy arc of defense
"~ within 400 yerds of both bridges. (48) (See Map F)
(46, 47) Personal knowledge; (48) A-3, p. 4.
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Resupply from C~47s, flying at excessively high altitudes, was no%
effective this day due to the wide dispersion of bundles.

The 504th Parachute Infantry was relieved by elements of the British
Coldstream Guards and one (1) battalion of the 508th Parachute Infantry.
The 504th Parachute Infantry then moved to division reserve in Jonker
Bosch woods in their sector. (See Map F)

While there was relief in many a ﬁrooper's heart at hearing of the
link~-up with ground forces, the ever-increasing enemy pressure from the
northeast around %o the far south was anything but haartening; Due to
weather, the 325th Glider Infantry did not arrive and the weather forecasts
wers not favorable for D plus 3. {49)

&% dusk each day found patrols being organized to be sent into enemy
held territory. From these patrols information relative to disposition
of enemy troops and their intended course of action for the following day
was learned. LM"W J)

D PLUS 3

(20 SEPTRMBER)

On Wednesday, 20 September, we find elements of the British Coldstresm
Gua?d, who were attached to the division, being sent to the lst Battalion
of the 506th Parachute Infantry. They consisted of six tanks, Companies
of the 1st Battalion were told to hold at all costs. At 1310 two regiments
of enemy parachutists were reported by prisoners of war to be moving up
from the south toward Riethorst and Mook. The British tanks errived J.n
B Company area at Mook and were immediately put into position. The regiment,
at this time, was without a reserve, due to the fact that the 2d Battalion
had been sent Nijimegen. Colonel Elman, realizing the situation, took
immediate steps to constitute.a new force.

At 1600 hours the main attack came at Mook. The enemy, supported by
(49) Personal knowledge.
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tanks and artillery, penetrated 1000 yards on a 1000 yard front. {See
Map G) This was the most concentrated attack so far in the operation,
and our troops realized this was a do or die effort for both forces. The

enemy strength in this attack was one regiment and not two as was expected;

“howsrer, the remainder of the enemy force was being kept in reserve for

the time being. (50)
By 2100 hours the penetration had been wiped out and the MLR restorad.
At this time, ammunition, medical supplies, snd food were badly needed.

Losses in persomnsl were serious and & call for reinforcements brought 150

‘glider pilots to the lst Battalion area. While they were not treined for

this type action, they did as best they could. The 376th FA Battalion was
put in suppeort of the lst Battallon and the 456th F4 Battalion in support
of the 3rd Bettalion. Elemsnts of the British Royals began making a
reconnaissance of the area in event they were committed or were to relieve
the 1lst Battalion. (51} {See Map G)

Local attacks were made against the 3rd Battalion in their sector.
Here the enemy seemed to be withdrawing or performing a screening type
action, Troops on this front could not be released to other sectors due
to major counterattacks om their left flank in the 508th Parachute Infaﬁtry
sector. However, a platoon of H Company wes formed as e regimentsl reserve,
(52)

Actiqn in the north with the 2d Bathtalion amounted to the continuation
of thelr attack on the.strong peints at the southern end of the Nijmegen
bridges. A%t 1400 hours an all out attack cleaned the approaches to the
highway bridge and the bridge was reached at 1700 hours, At 1830 hours
the first tank of the Grenadier Guards crossed the bridge. (53) (See Map G)

To assist in the capture of the Nijmegen bridge, the 504th Parachute

Infantry, with the 2d Irish Guards attached, attacked and effected a

(50) 4-3, p. 5; (51) A=5, p. 1; (52) Personal kmowledge; (53) A-3, p. 5.
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crogsing of tﬁe'Waal River. At 1800 hours they captured the north end
of the railroad bridge over the Wamal River and continued and cleared the
northern approaches to the highway bridge for the passage of the Guards
Armored Division at 1830 hours.

During this period of time, the 508th Parachute Infantry was
experiencing the same type of attack at Beek that the lst Battalion of the
505th had received at Mook. The German units, identified at both places,
was the German 6th Parachute Division. An atbtack order was captured and
it had followed the events of the dayX;§;G;;tely. The con&entrated attack
in both northeastern and southern sectors was to have bsen a double
envelopment of the Beek-Mook front by driving a wedge into both flanks’
with e combat team at each town. Its mission was to cut the Grave-Grosebeek-
Nijmegen highway and destroy ﬁll bridges, lines of communicetions, and
Allied troops. (54) (See Map G)

Resupply was again only about 80% effective. Weather did not permit
the 325th Glider Infantry Regiment to make their entry on the scene of
battle. Pargchuta elements of the lst Polish Brigsde likewise failed to
arrive to hyglp in the critical situation at Arnhem,

"K" rations began to run low as well as artillery and small erms
ammunition. Morale among the troops was good despite the fact they were
in need of sleep and rest. Their hopes and prayers werdd&é?tié,ihougﬁié“
of L8Y0r relieved in the near future. (55)

D PLUS 4

(21 SEPTEMBER)

This was an unusually quiet day. Local and miner attécks wers con-
ducted by the 1st and 3rd Battelions. The enemy action consisted mostly of
ertillery and mater firing., The 1lst Batbtelion received 295 glider pilots,

(54) A-7, p. 108; (55) Personsl knowledge.
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including the 150 previously mentioned which wore pubt in the front
line at Mook. Ome hundred and forty—fj.ve pilots became the battalion
reserve,

The 2d Battalion was 50 be relieved snd revert to regimental reserve,
but orders were changed and they assumed the defense of the southeastern
exits of Nijmegen. (See Map H)

The weather in the battle aresa was clear, but heavy fog hung over
the English Channel and airfislds in England,.

The nc;n-arrival of the 325th Glider Infentry RCT was becoming more
serious. The Coldstream Guards could not be relieved for missions to the
north es they were needed as division reserve in case of an emergency; The
1st Polish Parachute Brigade did come in south of the Arnhem bridge in
the Elste area. Fifteen per ocent of their ajrcraft were shot down by
eneny fighters and flak, They managed to assemble 750 men in hopes of
asaisting inlthe relief of Armhem. (56)

At 1500 hours supplies from 400 (-47s were dropped on IZ "0." The
drop. pattern was six miles in length and two miles wide. Recovery, with
assistance from Dutch civilians, was 50% effective. At the close of this
day, the airborne troops wers holding firm, despite the odds, all along
their perimeter of defense. (See Map H)

D FLUS
(22 SEPTRMBER)

The 1st and 3rd Battalions continued to hold and improve the defensive
line from Kamp-Horst-Graftwegen-Riethorst to Mook.

The 2d Battalion was relisved in Nijmegen at dawn by the 2d Battalion
of 504th Parachute Infentry. They then moved to a reserve ares west of
Grosebeek. (See Map G)

~{56) A~12, p. 13,
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The Coldstream Guards were relieved of the bridge over the Maas-
Waal Canal at Heumen. They were then relisved of attachment to the 824
Airborne Division.

The 504th Parachute Infentry combat team moved from Nijmegen to a
division reserve area northwest of Grosebeek. This began e consolidation
phase for the next 24 hours. - |

D PLUS €

(23 SEPTRMBER)

The weather was very favoreble for flying, and at 1545 hours, the
long awaited 325th Glider RCT started arriving. Their lift was completed
at 1805. and they were move from LZ "O" to the wooded area west of Grosebeek.

Enemy actiirity was confined to artillery end mortar firing and to
scattered patrols. By late afternoon snemy pressure was beginning to .
build up again in the Mook area.

At 2100 hours a new mission was given the regiment. It was to be
relieved by the 325th Glider Infantry on tha’ 24th of September. The 5050th
Parachute Infantry was then to move to Nijmegen to relieve the British units
at 1300 hours end to assume the guarding of the bridges. The 2d and 3rd
Battalions were to be sent north of t};e bridges and the lst Battalion to
be located south of the bridges. The Regimental CP was to be located west
of the north end of the highway bridge. Orders were issued for the glider
pilots to stay with the 3251:11-’;/’] and no tenks would be attached to the
rogiment. The 456th FA Battalion was to continue to support the regiment
from an area, to be designated, south of the Waal River. (57)

With the 505th Parachute Infenitry now relieving elsments of the British
30th Corps, the 30th Corp could now go to the much needed relief of the

remaining forces ir Arnhem. This action again left the division area of

- responsibility open to attack as troops were spread very thinly in places,

(57) A-s’ P 6.
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and only by keeping small résarve units were they able to ward off aﬁy
counteratiacks.

During the period of 17 to 23 September, the regiment captured €66
German prisoners and had lost a total of over 300 troopers, wounded or
killed. (58)

D plus 6 termineted in ﬁhe airborne mspect of Operation Market for
the 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment. Itdid not terminate their combat
action in this campaign; they continued to fight in this sector until
the 12th of November 1944, (59)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

An analysis of this operation indicates the mission given the First
Allied Airborne Army was well conceived. The key bridges over the main
rivers were vital and by the use of airborne troops these bridges could
be captured., Tnis was elso the first time airborne troops of different
nations had operated under one command.,

The misgion assgigned the 824 Airborne Division was sound. While
one mey think forty miles behind enemy lines is too great a distance,
the mennsr in which they were employed and the over-all'scheme of meneuver
made this a normal operation.

Surprise and shock action, characteristic of airborne +troops, aided
in the initial successes. The phychological effect paralyzed enemy troops
for several days.

This operation clearly demonstrated and proved that airborne troops
should be employed in mass, the admsge of "getting their first with the most,."

Due credit should be given the Troop Carrier Command. Despite the
flak encountered, troops were dropped in an excellent mammer on their
drop zﬁnas.

Ht58) A-19, p. 5; (59) Personsal knowledge.
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The mission given and tasks performed by the SOEﬁh Perachute Infantry
was logicel and well executed. This was due to the high state of training,
initiative, and excellent leadership displayed by the commissioned end
non-commissioned officers. A good example was the lst Battalion with-
gtending the counterattack made by a regiment of the German 6th Parachute
Division at Mook.

The reorganization of units on the DZ was rapid, giving weight to the
argument of daylight drops. The first several hours after landing are
critical and time must not be lost in assembly of troops.

The use of tank-infantry tesms and their asctiom though they were
from different nations, proved they are sound tactics and can be successful.
Without this combination, a much larger sized force would have had to have
been employed in the capture of the Nijmegen bridge.

Coordinated fire support and control of troops were major faétora
in breaking up the counterattacks on D plus 2 and 3 on the entire perimeter.

The dootrine of perimeter defense certainly ?.pplied; however, the
seven mile perimeter end OFL assigned the 505th Parachute Infantry was
excessive after the first three days. Casualties, prisomsrs to be guarded,
and recovery of supplies drew heavily on the manpower available, using
up the reserves in many cases.,

Captured vehicles, animals, an& equipment were wital factors in
onumercus fire fights, dus to the resupply being insufficient, or at times
not continucus.

In criticising the operation, there are many schools of thought in
regard to resupply. It is my opinion that if the resupply missions hed
bsen flown at a lower altitude or had the bundles been daisy-chained
(bundles tied together by means of a rope approximately 8 to 10 fest apart),
they would have landed in a more compact pattern iﬁstead of the wide
dispersion that exiated.
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Ground tactica should be taught glider i)ilots prior to their entry
into ¢a, combat zone, The glider pilots in this case committed in the
lst Battalion area, had little idee of tactical formetions or how to use
the M1 rifle much less a machine gun. They, therefore, presented only a
token resistance at a critical time when troops were needed in a ™hold
at all costs™ situation.

In this opseration, as in operations in the future, weather is
certainly a mejor factor. Long range forecasts should be carefully
determined to insure that the bl;lild—up and resupply activities are
continuous.

Sufficient time from the receipt of operation orders until D-Day
is essential. 1In this operation it was too short. Briefinge, while
complete, were not as detailed as they should have been. Tis is a must
in airborne operations, In this case elmost all troops landed as pla.ﬁned,
but had ﬁhey missed their DZs, they should be so briefed,prior to take
off, that they can establish their locationms and move to their intended
DZ or objective without delay. |

In summary, the overall picture of Operation Merket was considered
86 to 90% effective, A wedge was driven into the German lines on t}:e
northern end of the West Wall. The 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment can
réport "Mission Accomplished.™ For their efforts, twoswards were presented;

By Geunsral Order YNo. 65, War Department, dated 28 June 1946, and under
the provisions of Section IV, WD Circuler 333, 1943, the 2Zd Battalion, 505th
Parachute Infantry Regiment was awarded a cluster to their Distinguished
Uni'b. Citation for outstandiné performance of duty and extraordinary heroism
in action against the enemy on 19th end 20th September 1944 at Nijmegen,
Holland. |
—- By tﬁe Ministerial Degree, Netherlands Govermment, daeted 8 Cctober
1945, the Qrange Lanyard of the Roysl Netherlands Army was awarded each
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member of the 82d Airborne Division who participated in the area of

Nijmegen in the period from 17 September to 4 Qctober 19544,

LESSONS

Some of the lessons emphasied by this operation are:
l. Airbormne troops sheeld be employed in mess.,
2. Airhead operations far behind enemy iines are sound and succesaful
if a repid ground link-up can be made. | .
@F\ 3. ggfgf%eetegdﬂquckractipn must be fully utilized in initial operations.

o m s A P e

4, Glosa coordlnatlon between alr forces and airborne forces is
essential.

o, Ind1v1dual and unit tra1n1ng must be contiruous durlng periods

of inactivity between operatlons. _ WMAQQ“ﬁ
6+ Reorganization is a vital element in traininglof airborne troops.

7+ Tenk-~infentry teams can provide 8. potent flghting machine even

Tt et s,

though they are from dlfferent countrles.

UJ‘ 84 & perimeter defense is strong if the size of the perimeter is
Q-goverpee ey the terrain and the forces te be employed.
8. Coordinated fire aﬁéﬁért, sﬁfef;isieﬁ, end control thereof will

twrn the tids of battle when positions are overrun or seem lost.

10, Familiarity of enemy wegpons end equipment is vital %o every.
" soldier when his woapon is breken or ammunition supply exhausted; however,
captured wespons and equipment should only be used in case of emergency.
Qm 11. Resupply funct1ons must be continuous.

12. Weather forecasts SA::Z; be carefully studied and analyzed.

13. Detalled briefings of every individual is essentlal regardless

of job or mission.
14, Glider pilots should be trained in ground tactics and weapons.

15, D&sclpllne and morale can make or break a combat unit when the
a A A RAN sl s AR A et
-odds are in favor of the enemy.
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