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,U.rllorne .ar,q, heU 'a oonf'e,.._ at Jtia ilNilfdil tv., at wlliolll t.~ he 

ntl1nri tile• Of'U'llll :plan of' OPIIU.TU.. wu,. :DJ -'U'llft witb ov .. 

SJD:tl,? • J!fOllllW1D1' a.irllorne o)eNt.hu, GMUHIJ JUa! wnli u a 

dql:l;gh\ epffa'licm to ltegia 17 Septem.NI' 19'411 ;_••i:11:l!ff penait.\iag. 1"' 

wa• oon•id•rM that tM ~t. • 1 1u~ ot avpri•, olllaruterietic • .. tlf 

niglat opera.tiou, waa atwelg!IN ~ tlle ..-••iv of. 11•11,...rh,g tree,• • - . • . . . . 

ia ~w •~ to ptnpehrllet _..,ill. the ta.N--..:,,101a1v 

of' their olljootiv••• a. 1111t'iga.tioaaJ>~J.U.t1 for aip'\ fly~ • 

• ~- it. waau·longw.-HUJ w oleu. airborao .,....,1orui 1a 

darll:aleee to ....... t.lae vigllaat. eltftffa'\1- . .t·....., fipter pJ.ausJ 

allied· air _n,.-iwity wa• preponieru~ l'bi•fl•-"• lta-.e of t.ho tiM 

~ of the ourier col._, wo anr-.• 'M tJie llr■, • luduig 
• . •· n '• 

' ' ' 

(Be• Jiap A} '!h• ••l•otia of' -.hff• r•t.H 1,"8•lW fNII. eo1111ide:ra·Uon ., 
of' varioue faetore: loonioa of' troop • nttfm' t.alrJ8-off' pert.e,. • locat.iaa 

. • .• of' _-, flak,··..-, fighter oapallilitl-., leoat.ioa ot _, p-OliUla 

fare••• and weather foreou'I:,• (8) 

For .t.J&e Jllll"POA ot' -uriag a oonider for tho aer'111fud J'&aNge 

of 'the Brit.i•Jt ,ct,11 04>1')~ tb l.Olet. 4irl101"1111 J>tviaioa -ld ilNP ~ the 

Tioiai'l.7 of' IDl>f!Offll, 'Ule 8ti $a t.llt Tioinity ot JU'.JJIIIIBll, an the 

Brit.in 1st {••"apa;ti1M 11,- t.lae· lit Pctlillll Brigacia) ill. t.lae victnit.7 ot 

.dliliiJL (See Xtq, A) (9) !he force at ♦P I I rou.14 lie reiatorceil 111 

tlwl l,udiag of' t.Jte 52a. Lawlud• l)iTirioa u oocm u airat.ripe lto-
.• 

a.vailallle. 81Me the 101A WOU:ld. 1laTe 'Ula oouti.n -t. ollj•ot.1••• iv . 

troo,e ·would lie- •••igned tr~rta.~ion IIU414 in the mt uae. ot 

•outll•~ BHWD from wlaeace they •-ld ti, tho antuna au oorrid.or. 

'l'be 82d, turtbff Mnh. Wftld J.ae.y• DGLDD tr- t.he JIO'J''f'IWN'f "ll'H m .· 
. proeeod along tM aorthem route., oloeel,- f'.Uowecl lly t.be Brit.1-Jt an 
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. . 

_ ~-tae-._«>MPPT we.•re.- 'Iha. .,..4-1y--ut_er~-wwe • _.. fri-.ly 

••••111-. ltolfiW. - All eyM 1-traiaN 1a tll• 41rfftioit oi' :tli:g)lil.. .1 

lsuo pad.ualq o~eeed. -vOllhll tile ainratt.. 

Tta1Ul1t,' ntw•a plaaea "- ...... _A,U treo,ere wlM 11M 

panioipatn m OllBRA.!m. Jil1"tOR. tl:11 1lOI.IJl'.lmlt __.ioa, 6 JUne .19'14, 

r-llwed ., 41e._i,en-., alacat 41h11to~, fog 1laalt t.lla'II Jiu 

ou■n t.11e oan-1- to weu.teraati• • 'tJle rORltm& Vii• 

4i1Plll"9ioa of .jap pel'('IER+l .-Ulll ep:\y:at.. flli• wu t.Ae ocmtmental 

_ luUall;. Below, there . e.uU. ap.ia lie •- --•~ ea-,. flak ltupe 

•1th .F"'7 1iml.t:,IMII ttt t111ae treqaa1;17 r~--. aJrrwan. _ as - aat 

aw.Yi« au,,,e;Cllc tire va.a tortuawly. :t.naocvaw, ll-v ·a--fn-

o ... lti• reftlt.ed fr• 20- an4 ...,11-,..,.. t'iN. -!M llaH- ol-MHtl. _ 

'rh• Nrrifl'e ...... ~ at'l.aamgq - ,l,QIIQll\111 1a t.iglr\ t'eriu.~. 
. . . • ' - ~ 

'f'h8 t-tf .. ,.i•• tkk of • o-.et.U.ae iiiai..,..,.... • w aero u the- air-

oolUIIIB pruoeedetl -:lwJaml •. •,Olt-Yi01U oa, lllil rpeiat;e nre -&pin e. ll'lllc••l eip<h ., 

flt.bin fifteen idat,H,.ef the crop •- tlae ..._,. av.rt.ea_ ltluui& 
• ' 

aw., •&ah witb grGWitJg iill~:t.t,~ . IIYN701le --'••• l1fQ Jflff7 ..,.__ 

ht.1- inf'ozaed. ef tile ••ing & ... tJlall ialllt W....--1 • JllleJdDfl" .... ,· 

20 -. aa4 88 - tiN_ wae olearly vieillle., ,._t.:lll _..l~ fl'- 'Wit __ •·-- • • 

fir• were rialailively lipt.. s,.-~••:t:laally _. ff,glrt,er-ltahra .,..1; 

into aot.iaa 1-lwiu+-iag •• dia-gilig IUe: ~ tae gr..- lla.t.t,Jriee • 

.....,. tighter• heritaW \o a.-.. tbe '"-p-.in,g "-"'ier tarpte ltooauit 

or t.ao ..-,1-.1,y rtr,q fi.p'l;er ••••\ werllead.. 
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. ., . , . . . 

_ ONr«neatei. le-t. 1"..,._lia ,. •~-iW liMe 111 aefenile agaiut 

ner ,..... .. ,1., •.'!l'km ~ 'Ule .,,. ... lliO .. ~ .......... ft'Ll!ll 

&lid IBL 64.6,. Jot.k.Qe -- ._ lll' BattaU.,.. 1.1_,_..:tei in _.,_. 

1ag· ~ leaingsae ..,.t ot·aa-:epea fol" renppi, aj.Niou 

Wlltii 1800. (,7) llllli:Si:u ihe1!flll»' npplha to arriye Wff• V91ped 

at 1,00 Bf V&b-ty 0,.471, ...... Wlf~•ir lteo••• of' high nd• aad 

the -aoee■iY-1r kigla alUwa• of' 1ilae pia..a ODl7 • an iui~ 

n•Jter ot nadlu- v•~• rff0l'9Nd 'bJ- Billr f'oreo•• • (II•• ap D) (58) 

J.■ a c01Ulter to tJle f'r91t181rt. 88AIIII¥ at..,.. out ·or OIIJQJIIY, in. 

the 9lll"q att.erioooa 181. JatAalioit pvalwd hto tile YUlap of -

an4 ea'i&ltli.fted a roadltlliMiki •le Jaeltl. 'bJ- ei..ta of' 8 «-pea7. , . . 

- VV'f •honi.y it J, _ _,,_ .... tbat the ~ition •• in.nf'fiohntl.r 

aaimed aad .... eu"9~l,- reinf'oroei ltJ'. a ,~~ h• D a.pa.,. ef. 

tu :»1th ilr\lonle Bngtneer Jattal:La. PVa,e to -•t aeteraiulf. 

f'igktiag of' th1I «IIT ocourrH on c-t.he aJ.el,H of' HlliL 75.9. - .A.t 1,~ 
, . . . 

liepletH A O I ea:, (t.w• offiewe wl i'e1 lly.-wo ,._) rein.tor_,. 'bJ- a 

, platoou f'r• G ~' •'"-olted. HILL 75.9 uil ,_.i..tei, r~ an 

....,. foroe or" two o•paid.• '\hat_. ecft1'ie4 well1preparei , .. 1111.-. 

ta thie . taapt:red local utien. • l'ICIIWi1ienltle ._., etfld.pmeat, iullMi!q 

two· 2()-- ,_ II~ and ,00 ~ ¢' _,tttcm, WU -JWNCI. uli 

prflllllPt,ly put to goea·•• llflJ'i•o~ the fl"'11&. ...... flM llill •• 

no ao~ •-eli t.hall tke . ....,, lie- 8.11ar• of' tho 11111&11 -her of' 

troe,er• llloldhg, tho hill PA procffde& wict.la ---•iYO 00\1111.er&t'ta.GU 

vhie laat.4 NU .into the aiglrt witll.ofl .••-·· c,,) S:lltlal:te••-•IT , 

with A. ca , rv•• a-t.tack; • 11m· 75.9. el.taav ef' B wl- o; OGIP"lll' 

at.taok94 au n111194 WYm anli iBl''fHAL r.-putiT•lJ" with lit.Ue oppesit.ioa 
• . -

and .mieli.tately fft.&lilisheli ••ttut.ln J'.!l',dltlock;e ta ·.aoh town. . . . 

aii..,a a oeioiil 1'mi. ·_ , iinia 'i§'Jo 
A-11, •· 74 • . • • - • • •• • . 
A-12; P• ll 

21 



r 

.TH l.llt ooU.••• mar«., Al'llel'e4, ua4 \h• l.fl aold.eflr' 1.1• ..... , 

~. •1-- of tlse,IP'ft1ell 9llal'U·ilaur-• Dl't'biea,, ••jag 

t'1r•&h the corr1w eoll"Ql'M 111" tile pan.tn,, ud au'lmaa ... 'l1ni\lf of 

OJIBIA'l'IOII IWID'f, were &ttaobed to "1l• 8211 ~.·. D1Tieie Hf- • 

·- ot 19 Sep'Mll.lter and .aon4 t11 11-;gp..a.LI) bl d1Yi•ioa ,.....,;... ,(.liof. 

Df5 
,u.1wa· the 24 lrlelil ~• a-ttaOMt, '\\lie ~.· (-;) JII'•~ t• 

.. •l•r the ai-• ~-- • $ • HI& &1ld. the WAAL RfflR i!,Viag ·tile 

~ of 20 lev\•aer., ·111Crt.J.y·&ftv .... 'tiu 2'-16t.tali«a, ~. 

waa re11wod fl-• tiYiaioa rea•n• a4 aarelld io ;teia it.a now 

reiaferoed. parent r.-peat. in. tJa• UMUlt. et-oeeing of t.lle WAAL 1u:nra. 

Thu eroeeillg -.. ofteet.ff ail 1500 11'.ltll ~ •• of Briti1h ae11M1lt. 

'lloaw jv.at. around . th• river•• lleml -•t ot the J:rIJJB1BIII JRDGB&. Th• 
•• ••• ---- .' •• .. '!). 

--., .. u.aoed .....,:r111 at. ·tM. oroffiag ei'te. &11(. t.:ime eeleot.n fer 

tbe •"• 111" ottering eal7"11111.C100r4S-te4 ~ to tllle or01Jeiag. 

BJ" 1800 tile regilliat. lilad. •ptuod. the ,.._in.a ot t.lile railr-.d ltr1dge 

and finilJ" ff"U.Dl11hed & llr:l.dplilead norta of ll"Ult&liid, iaolwl.iag t.he 

aaoiea\ -tM fort.it of YB. ROLI.AllD ~ ·Rm LURU:. Olo1el7 ooordtnat.~ 

wi-t.h 2d l!a\ta.11,m; ,0,-t.h, a..-taoking t.hrngh lfLJIIIGII, the· reinterotlll 

~ n.:,:llll;r oleaM ar0\11111 the·-.ia }d....,..,.rldge t.• eqtv.re th 

aor\h etad of tll• •pe amt •"11• 9Vfrbe4 .. as • ; • •~•• (See Map B) (41) 

As ,,....,.1-i,. •tat.•• t.hr~ t11e 111.,.-t. -.t 1$' wt.am, u . . ., 

Bat.t.aU.011, ,0,-t.llt •••..« W 2cl BF,~iear ~ifl' ~, ~ 

t.e prolle. the ~en defeu•• of .'the 11"1.DIIGIIII aama., .11. dawn a . 

Cffl'dinaW •"'-oli: w.e laaohed 1,7 tile Alliea t.ntj.tl ... wu et:f.'ioieat.ly • 
• . ' 

repulaecl IQ- the __,-. 'fhr-.poat, tbe monm,g a.tt,a.pw. were IIM• to tithe -. 

orN•mg of t.he llridge ·lrllt. wl~ .. ...._.. W• l:$00 m.t.il 1500 a . .,· 
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Df 6 

Oil 2' seir-..,. the· "'-1111• •• Nolninly olMl' aa4 the loq­

t.wait.ed glider 11ft --.ring "Ule ,a,tk Inta;n.vy, the 8!Kit Ainm:i• 

.A,lltiainrai't Ba1'te.lion (II-■ Ja..111'91".l•• J. ■-- B e.lre■AJ' pr■--1. in 

the airla-1). Ool&P*IIIJ' J. vi 'tile ,07tll ,ilrllel'» Sagiaeer Ba'l.te.lioa. 

9.114 tlw :r .... 1nt:ng 'el..ta ef Divisioa t,.aial !root>■ .teeomde4 oa 

Lutiag Z4'1l• 10-., ez:!16Jlt. tor 'two glU•• tMt ..,._. got •~ i'J'aa 

DtH tllJI, f'ori,y>,'t,hr•• "he.ii oeppe4 t..,..liiH ~ the _, e.a4 tile 
- ' . ' . 

tiivilllon ar-., 8A4 tc glider■ rmacc-t.ff tor. n,,e4triaq after 

l.a:n!liag, lm!.11■ of' the !,25th aa■•lllacl in the woo.tell area. -t. ef 

· GIIODBBU a.■ divi.aioa rHen■• J.ll •1-u of' the di...Ule11. olleered 

lly- 'I.ha arrival of re:bifor~ perHlll'Mtl',--. -.t.arial, v1&0AUly 
. ' ' • ' 

etreagtheaeci the reestablialMd pv,-.-.r witil 11:t.t.l• .....- illt.■rf■r-. 

(IH·Map P) (46) 

t>{:7 

' 
'!'llrnghout. 24 leptalter tile ·.-y- VOllllled. the diviaion only by-

oae iqlli■ it.iY■ ,....,..ta--■ patrol t.ltat - Gut. of' &114 r~ 

t.o tlJle 18~¥11,D wit!Mnl'I. .--,,tag -to ........ ._... per5aet.er. 'flM 

}2'tb left ilvi■ielra reeene '\o r■ lifl'II \bit ,.,t.ll frca th• U.:ne DIP 

(-olui••), IIOIIH, ellWIIIBI, 1,1.tifiit'l!S'f,. J1001,. allMl ,..__., • 

r__,.i•ili'I.J' tor th• •■-i:1.7 of' \bit<lti'i._p at BiJJIJI. • Upon 

relt.t tr .. 1ihe ••h•ni aeD1.or lty '\be ,a,111a, the ,O,t.11.: _,... urtla 

to &-• rflpeui&ili\J' f.er ~ eleee in pi-neet.ia of tae·• Jrlallill!l 

,llridget Uld the ■NUiV of tlN! llrUp e.t. 11M WCS.., 'fk■ ~ 

-• ■ent 1'r• Dhiai.a 1\■Mff■ t.o .. _,,. a l111■ :er_, IPIUCH 'l.o 

WWWOOJ; \o DID' iael,liteive. (47) (IM .. , G) 

D f 8 
I 

lr0 · • • • • • 

(#r :::r,J••~MMllit'.~ ~t. • ,i_,l,I, 

26 



t..- .-y- _.. • nowltle -~ ap1ut-. -the •trileM ,-.at,,..., 

t.he.25t,il. A.ner·ralW f'r'ltla 1ma Uae 111 "1le ,._, 1llle ,oltb t.oak. 

a r~t. 1ZI J>iTisia llae#Te,: eth_..in ~ na-. •qw> r,ssr!••• 

undirturlaed •• all 'liniU Ulpl'w,e; , .. 11.1onr. 

»t,: 
On 26 Se,'talaar, .,-.J &a."8.lt.-, . ,0,-ta,. IIM' ...... fr-. ·'I.lie 

• ,1 regmllli.'t pa.rimg tho Itri.ape at. llt.l'Jllla au plaoad ta Divuioa 

. •"-•• , i., aat.talion. ,olH;b, at.t.aoked -' ••bod withevt. ~•t. 

effort the tanorr area north of 1111.lml. All mt• of the diTilion 

porit.iona tln4 t.o ... 1nta.1D vigilant. patrol act.iYit.J throug®Ut. tho 

oorrtur •. (Seo )111.p G) . (46) 

n.. • ery, w:l:thia ..-. 1lllaa w•l- abort, ~ aftG' i:ohe 1':lrlR 

par&W'ffJliN.'9 j-,.a & l>-!177. 11,ll ••llipri ·•~YH WeH oaptiared. 

Dvmg tho ta. clays. • 4fsnr•9' 'm 1;b1ll ,._.gap1a,. t.he 8U Air-­

Divi•icm Mp..._ m IPlA -- oroumg •it.ea fl'U •tu" ajff at.e,-. . . ' • ' - , . . 

nye, -•ltlilllleil. am •med a_ periaaw d J:l•«IO JU'U :fhln&p, 

olou_., 1ihe at• within the perian,w of.' t.1119 a-,., amt llelA ,.,.._ the 
• ' 

laipay 11Mw...: tllAft aR1l tf:r..DISl&t tor 'lih• )!IUMp et el ■ tau •f ' 

OPIMTIOlf ....... IIDA tltllllJ, ~ aeo-,l:bke4 ill ..... 1 i;lta 

•••iir,ud mia.S. o:r • 4uta.,_. Ul of.' ~ - •- •• • oert. et • 

1 ... t.119.a ,eo lcilled. al!lll i,.aoo ,._. .. , t1a ,oo-~ !a &o'tJJala •. 
- - ' ' . • ' . . 

1. n001 -awm An•n 
Altuap, tiapaliailllll -of.' •1, ...a1J1 .AU -IN D.-t.· aa 4••..--1.y . 

• ptl&'\ in-OPBR.WmlilU.llff u in ~•t,ifl\JA, ~• wu et.ill a 

F•t. deal of.' -•■le t.-. Wt. ia,~ veo,• after t.he juap . , 



1 f 

because of the necessity of breaking up c,rganhaticmal -ity for the 

flight to th• drop zone. Eepeoia.lly in an airllc:rne operatiOR nery 

individ-1 and wery bundle of equipment is an important •l•ent of 

th• combat strength of an organization. '?hough loHea of personnel 

and equipment 1111.lSt be anticipated in battle, it is most desirable 

that initially units be committed with full strength. In OP!RATION 

MARKET paratroop units had no sooner landed than they were engaged 

with the eneu.y. Individuals who were not traneported in the a11111e plane 

with the -in body of their platoon frequently had to fight through 

considerable opposition in order to join their tactical U11it. Too 

frequently theae individuals, as such, were dHtroyod before aasembly 

could be effected. Thia expensive loas of ~ewer and equipment 

would have been conaiderahly reduced if t.aotical unity of troops 

could have been maintained fr0111 the time of departure fram the hame 

airfield through the jump and landing on the drop zone. '?he structural 

design of the o-47, principal troop transport of OPBRATION MARKET, 

prevented this in many ca.see as th• ahip lacked the capacity for a 

platoon and full equipment. 

' 2. DROP A.ND Lt.NDI!fG ZONES 

'?he principal resupply zone waa leca.t.ed very near th• perimeter 

of' the division area, near a large forest frca whioh the enemy could 

cover the zone with small-e.rma fir• as well a.a artillery while afforded 

the cover and concealment of the forest. Thia enemy capability made 

recovery of' supply bundles indeed hazardous, 8Il&blod elUIIII¥ combat 

patrols to ruin bundle• falling on the zone, and prevented recovery 

of bundles falling even a short distance outside th• zone. Because 

of' the close proximity of the forest the enemy waa able to stage 

surprise att.aoka that nearly spelled disaster for the landing of' 

gliderborne reinforcements, 

28 



• 

l 

~. . OBJEOTIVBS AND MlSS IO!IS 

In addition to th• etaggering 111ia■ion of ■eizing llffen important 

croHing ■ites over thr•• -jor -t•rwaya, the divi■ion vu required to 

hold th••• cro■•in~ by lllaDlling a 25,000 yard frontage and all key 

terrain within the per:lm.eter of th• airhead. oon■ idering that 

approximately one-third of tba infantry strength of th• division waa 

required daily to recover re■upply bundles, that enemy atrang point 

pockets of resistance had to be deatroyod in initially seizing all 

key terrain, that enomy combat patrol• were capable of ponot.rating 

deep into the area through IUlaVoidablo gape in th• thinly held 

perimeter, it i• felt. that. General GAVm accurately described the 

successful accompliahment oft.he division 111.ission a• llmarginal•. It 

ia believed ti.t. complete lmowledge of mission, high morale, esprit 

de oorp■, aggrusive Blll.all unit leader■hip, and individual initiative 

of troopers were factors that enabled the division to accOlllplish 

mission• that might more appropriately have been assigned two divisions. 

4. DAYLIGHT OPERATI0!1S 

The weapon of surprise, desirable in all types of military 

operation■, 1■ absolutely oasential in an airborne maneuver against 

an enemy still possessing any degree of mobility and atri.lcing power. 

In the invasion of SICILY and NORMANDY night. operation• were nece■-ary 

in order t.o effect aufficient surprise. FortWlB.tely by September 1944 

the enmay -• capable of attaining only the most temporary of local 

air superiority and the important element of surpria, was out.weighed 

by the desirability of delivering troop• in concentrated atrengtb to 

pinpointed zone• in the immediate vicinity of their objectives, a 

navigational impossibility for night flying. In the invaaion of SICILY 

and NOBMA!IDY tault1 navigation ~lted in troop carriers breaking 

formation. In the darkness over SICILY :Improper identification 
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result.ad in the shooting down of IIULlzy planes by friendly land and 

naval forces. Check-points could not b:e spoi.t.ad and troopers were 

dropped into the sea. :tn the grey dawn over NORMAmlY there resulted 

a wide dispersion of troops whioh caused a confusing intermingling 

of elements of various orge.nizati01l8. :tn the broad open day light 

the air colUlllll of OPERATION MARDT encountered none of these 

difficulties. Following route• plainly marked with check-point• 

the troop carriers proceaded directly to their destinati01l8 and 

with a minim.um of excepti01l8 discharged paratroopers and equipment 

over proper zones exactly as planned. :tn spite of the advantages 

accrued by this, the first large-scale daylight, airborne operation, 

the results would have been disastrous if a highly organized ground 

defense, supported by armor, had exated in the illlm.ediat.e vicinity of 

the drop zones. 

5• .:CHER 

Although an exhaustive study of the weather had preceded the 

conclusion that the weather would be ideal for an airborne operation 

during the latter half of September 1$144, the experts were wrong. 

overcast skies prevented badly needed airstrik:es against enemy armor 

and artillery, and delayed resupply and reinforcement. Because of 

the weather resupply could not be effected with erq degree of regularity, 

and a large number of bundles that were dropped were released at such 

high altitudes that they drifted into the hands of the enemy. Because 

of the weather the }25th Glider Infantry arrived four days later than 

scheduled, causing the division to be without a reserve during the 

moat critical phase of the operation, a factor that might very well 

have caused defeat. 

6. O.lPTURED ENEMY EQUil'MENT 

Dus to the rapidity of the vertical envelopment, enemy gun crews 

were forced to abandon there weapons before they could~ the guns 
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inoperable or dispoee of large etocke of omun1tion. Thu• ,.., great 

deal of ordmnce 118.1 eeized int.act by the fir1t wave of paratrooper■• 

A few of the■e weapon■ were imnediately employed againllt th• enemy, 

but the majority were left alone ae they had been captur.ed. :rn 

epite of previou■ experi911ce, the unit.■ apparently considered that 

an area once taken would never be loet. Unfortunately German counter­

attack• proved this. consideration faulty, and once again t.h• weapon■ 

changed hands. Subeequent att.aclta by our forces were made againllt 

the coordinated fire of these g,une, and although the gun• were 

retsken, and thie t:lme properly and promptly demolished, the lesson 

coat a number of livee. 

7 • GROOND-Am 0OMMIJNIOA'fION 

On D ,f l the enemy anticipated the landing of gliderborne suppliee 

and reinforcement• and as a result only aft.er a decided effort by our 

troop• were landing zones freed for the landing of the glider•• EVen 

so, gliders landed and were unloa.ded aid intense mortar and artillery 

fire. Many glider■ with pereonnel a.nd equipment were· lo■t a■ a reeult 

of this enemy action; a loss that might well have been avoided if 

there had been adequate cammunic■.tion facilitiee available between 

our force■ on the ground and those in the air. Forces on the ground 

should have been able to 118.ffl glider pilot.■ not to land on the zone■ 

covered by fire, but to land on other de■igaated areas. 

8. AR'fILLDY SUPPORT 

On D ,f ;5 the enemy- launched a coordinated attack strongly 

supported by armor and artillery all along the eastern and eoutheastern 

border of the division zone. Slowly but surely our force■ bad to with­

draw to the high ground. A.n enemy wedge l,000 yards deep penetrated 

1,000 yard• of frontage. close-in prot.ection of rooke• lamlchere and 

anti-tank gr911ades failed to halt the enemy BJ.'11.0r. only aft.er every 

artillery battalion of the division directed fire on the penetration 
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waa the en~ beaten ou,t. of the area. In all probability thu t.hrM.t 

would have severed the vital GRAVZ-NIJMIGBli highway corridor, oauaing 

co1111idera.ble dele.1 to OPl!:RATION GARDEN a.nd poaaible. defN.t•of the 

82d A.irborne Divi■ion, had sufficient npporting artillery not been 

immediately available. 

9. DEPBNSIVE FIGHTING IN T01fflS 

on the night of 17 September a platoon from A)lle <klllpa.ny of the 

508th at.ta.eked a.nd destroyed a building housing the controls for the 

demolition of t.he NIJMEGBN BRIDGES. :tn ao doing the pla-toon we.a 

aurrotmded by an entire battalion of hostile :lntantry. Taking full 

advantage of protection offered by a-1-deatroyed ma.aonr:y, th• 

platoon hastily formed a tight perimeter defense and suoaessf'ullf 

held t.he at.tacking enemy at bay f'or nearly five days. :curing thi• 

period the enemy emplo:yed D1orta.r, DIB.cbine-gun, and eall-arm■ fire 

againat the posit.ion. to little avail. Finally, with O\llly a. f'ew 

rema.ining rounds of' ammunition, the plat.con. cba.rged. the besieging 

enemy, broke through, .a.nd returned to the parent unit. 

10. AGGRESIVE SMALL wrr I,JUDBfl'IHIP 

On D f 2 forty-two Dien ef:f.'icientl:y led by t.wo junior ot'fioers 

succeaatully aasaulted and captured an important hill held by an 

enemy force of two reinforced companies. Two 20 mm cannon and ,00 

rounds of ammunition, captured in the at.ta.ck, ware tu"1N, against 

the enam;y and grea.tly a■■ieted in repulaing his inevitable counter-attack. 

LBSS<Hl 

l. In order to achieve the grea.te■t efficiency of or&9,llizatiODB.l 

unity ao vital to paratroopers entering into combs:~ 1-edi.a.tel:y after 

landing, ~o~. :1°~~~~~,.!'l1~:~,"!~~~~=-i.f!~"'~· ~!:~:~_a, .1'11~.~-
. ', - ,,, . ' - , .. ··-

platoon with f't.111 battle equipment. 
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harbor th• enmlT• 

great.ly in excess. of' that usualll assigned a regular ~ division, 
.,,, . .,,, .. .,, .... ~ ... ~~~••-"•• t'JW31MII_,_ - 1111, l!llt 1 9111 ,o •~-~-..l\"""•::t:., 

beoause unleH: the atrengt.h of' an ezt.ended front is daD.gerG!lsly reduced., 

delay will reault ill the ••1st.Ir• of' vital oilject.ives wit.bill the drheatl. 

4. When friendly air baa superiority and there is no f'o:rmidaille 

hoatile armor ill the mediate vicillity of' the drop ZO:lle, the surprise 

achievallle by a night operatiOJl may be out.weighed by 'the advantage• of' 

vertically emrelopmg the 1-ediat.e vicmity of' the oiljeotive in 

daylight. 

5. Because of' auddello unpredictable, ohMges in the wae.'ther, 

rffl:lpply by air must not. be dependent. Oil good weather. 
"'"'•-~';i':W~~!'1!~;'1 I'! fl':S-1:!if;;,!A_ffe, 

6. En.ellly' equipment., captured intact., should be deetroyed t.o -----· prevent. recapture if' it is not. t.o be uaed t.o supplement. our OV:ll 

equipment. nor to be evaouat.ed immediately f'or int.elligenoe study. 

7. Adequat.e grotmd-air oOIIIDIU?lioatia f'acilitiesabould lie provid.ed 
'!lffl.; .. ,.., ... , -I ~,o~' 

to direct glider landing■ f'rma the growad in went. ot· •ergency • . , .. . , 

8. Until adequate airborne armored vehicle• can be designed 

and produced., present airborne artillery i• indiapenaable to def'enae 

of' airborne troop::::f!JJ.:-;in:a:t~h:o:a:t;il~e:-:armo=:r:,-:ar:"::t'.:i';'l;":le:ry:':',"":.:;a::r•mffll'.!g&=-""1""1t"""'"-""·-· 
--------~---,.·~---~-ii! ... &--•·--· .. , ... u .................................... ----j~f")t, .. . 

cOJlcentrationa of' naiy troQP•• • 
...._._ .,., . ., 

9. sad-deatfoyed ma■Ollry of' tclf:ll8 oan af'f'ord a at.rong def'enaive 
•- 'I" I &.W ,8~~1!lltt.,"':.~, 

poaition against mortar, artillery, machine-gun, and 111118.ll-anas fire. --------·-lo. A -11 unit aggreHively led can attack and defeat. larger 

unit.a occupying prepared poaitiona on ~mmendmg ground. 
r:r 




