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mrmwmmmanxﬂm
DN THR INTABION OF. HOLUAND,
ARNEEM OPERATION,
17 - 25 SEPPRMERR 1944

OR IENTATION

.

This mgraph is a umum of the rmm; mlawni hy tho

.aan Airbhorne uiviam of the aree HIJHRGEN, m, nﬂ ﬁeﬁn:lty durin;

-6 June 1944, hed Wot 1ed to the pﬂm‘l‘- of mors. sitm port mm |

the m Mm, 1?—25 Septembor . 19#&, o ;hm in m,wam of

- Before wﬂor:lng 'th:‘ul ‘aetion in m M’Ilm me &hauld

‘-rmn the situstion uemfrm:tiag the ulm in fhe. m,:. sf m& vhich

pmlyi'kam e mm OFERATION.
' By e&ﬂy sopmmr 1944 the uliu were ulnei.a; mﬁlg on the mr

'aarmuofmmmwm(smm}. (Boo.Mep i) (1)
.mfutafthoddmﬁwuermm!mi{MHJMtMﬂu

osloulated to be au sxpensive, and indeed 1uparma mmg uw o
of ymro mmmutm s tha fuat thmh aur" mmi.t a:l' W sntmy iate
thn dafma uel‘ Iiie homeland hul wmﬁ eur wapply. liun while thm

.efthemwpmpmulyshumuhﬁi&:dmmmmu o
-oflmly. mmmwtmnmnmmmm hmm

- for the Lllm‘s m vut ialk nf all mmﬂ ntﬂl lml iw flow through

the pert of OF

RBONBG, Bew mly ﬂn w wilee from “tis front unou :

-Thsmmm.fmmvmunsln:mg,mtumhrrmmmmnef

'mwuﬁmmmwﬂm«fmpu. W#mnﬁlshnm_

of ANTHERP nmsmy Awtact mm t-emmr his am w (_;3 o

Llli.cd inﬁs].u;am ngmhn mmm 'hhtt ﬂu anrms ware ulm
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‘m sxtemsion of ﬂm.r mm w Kliose. mm., mmm ‘_
_prmmuly of the ,mm m, m m mw. m mm s | _gﬂi‘?
) em}.s. Wore nupimd s fmﬁnhh m ﬂ'ﬂy ﬂﬂl Hm ﬁn
ummlminmmu:mmmmnuumm
hearﬁm of m 3) R - . o

- et R .-‘-_'._,'_.':i

mlylin ef the aiﬁuﬂm inﬂ.iatﬁ ﬁu:t. n m;:‘t malcmt atE ‘ﬁh
 omewy- loft flank might uu bo screened by s M t‘rmm attask
egningt ﬂm Andustrial mm- wtmm nuuamu that. the -
| _sriushmmmurm :tta ww &rin, lesmehing mm
of‘fmm taward, . then hnm wmm mmmmm |
-mny of mmrm wmmmmmta aﬁ'thuﬂ
etreag fertifiea.tim ui' ﬂw amm m #rm 'thl roar, - Mins
"._Wamumxmﬂmgfww,wmmmm
weuld alao be in mi'bm 46 clear ﬁo MW of hostils turma, 3
-:I.naluding the Iw.dly nosded; port mmtm etmm. R R
. ammmmly 12th wm mld wﬁ ths nrm.nh atml: mi
-amiuet ‘an offenaive m& +the m hr*’ltiﬂag . wedgd w mm R
To facilitate el hasten the ﬂm; mm of the British smd. mm,
. deotsion was remshal for the mm upmt of airborie trecpaite
esize end hold a um o m Sorsasaind tuportant bridges along e «
'.rmﬁo of nd'rmah Th’ mm«tmnmwi Wm .
"auigum mm m. ‘whereas the- m phase uum ‘the em
\mafmummm rellwingaw m1mwmbm
, eﬁtnﬂm ia. smm, m, mm.k OOTHERE FRAKCE, éirea't omml
) -.lw:lty ever all’ mm fgran w “h ﬂw mratim mld h
-‘um in m Mvm Tt was mﬁm that mnmm wrnm N
| mq- came inte’ umemum the mmﬁaumt Genersl mm (ﬁ)




The Firet Allied Airboras Ammy was certeinly s fores of allies,
sonsisting of mzam; British, and m‘m& wnits, ‘Bpecifioally the First

Allied Airborme Ammy wes compowed of 17!1 oam (xirborns) (u8), ineluding

the 824 Airborns biriam and tha 101s%: mbm niviems Alrborne eu'ps
 (Brisisk), mmm m let urbom mvum (prisish), the 1s% mnah
 Parachute Brigede areup,. and the 53¢ (Lewland) Division mrpartsm}

" (Briffsh). It wes decided that s.uithnx the gmeriden Pivisiens m}.é be

attached 'kﬂ the Brﬁ:.atsh m: which would. m Mﬂod phmﬁng mi

- eoordmtion with m Trwp Gsrrier Mau-. “vor irmpm lmd mdur ‘hht
_,_'.‘owm;am epumand of Firet Allied Aliberns Army were IX Troop, Gurrior

. Qomnsnd - (U8), 38 Group BAF (nr:m:h), m& h&guupw (mvnma). mugh‘_ '
"mnntnlmmammmmﬂmumywwm _
19k, all senponents had leng before mw wmaiu mm.ng wld had
pum the sxacting mt of battle. N ) N | S

The most recent nyeratim imrai:vtng the 8& Airborne mﬁam whs, the _

inrnim of NORMANDY, 6 Jume 19##, whieh the trunparw dropped in u
_-uuppert the surfece Mings. Aﬂor rmﬁ.uing :m m wakil late July
19##, the. azd rm& te) RNGLAND. ﬂm‘o m ﬁ.«r‘hhm mutr:umm lmy

'. garmml, nhmhed replacements, amd m hm:in mﬂ. train&ng.

| 'nuring this miaﬂ earefal - mumm wag- givm 40 arms mm L
officers and mmmm ai‘finrs in m-u, s a mault of rhiah |
corfactive t?a.inin; fallwod puring the mouth of Auguet Lokh units of .
the divieion M?M in rma prm‘eiwl, mulmu érnpa, m M.‘mg-,
 and rohmrmls for 'txn mnume that did mot mmm Bwnrmm

- t.harep‘erntiml tﬁinin; _gielui d.:lx_im_l iﬂ,;-_:lpil_i.ﬁ&tm the ylm&n‘

phess of OPERATICN MARKET. (6)

A% 1800 bours, 10 September 1944, Ahs Qemmending General, Pirst Allied

}3)’ 1-6, p-?ﬁ

{6) Btetement by. lrk m m ¢ KIMBRELL,




. ‘ .
[—

kirmm Aray, 1»1& cumm at his wmmn, at !hiah tiu ha
outlined the overail plmormmmm mnmtrmuthm
 BIOTLY and NORMARDY eirborne apm.mm, OPERATIEN MAREST veuld bea
daylight epmtm to begin 17 sapmm 19%-»-% pmwmg B
-ns considersd that the hpa@'hnt ulwm of mpriu, eharuhristia ot
_ n.ight aparutim, wan auiuigh-d har tho Wuity ai‘ deuwriu trn;pa
in Mmtai nmth to pinyom mn An ﬂw mm riﬁinity
' of thoir objectives, a wmtmu msuﬂ.hint; :t‘or night fiying. R

'?arthnrnm :I.twaamlﬂwrmsm;rhalm airborne m‘lima in

: daricmesa ’on oua,ﬂf ‘tho ’l’igﬂln‘h- abmtm'-af m 'fighkr planes;

- allied a.ir -umiarity was pmundomh Ewmr, b-mae oet the tm
langthefthommr ealma, wwaumiﬂpmmm

' zones uwld h upilived, a mrm reute m . mmrn rautm (?) |
(age m A} The -olocum-ar these *rmtn- nm}.tud- frm- cmiderﬁiﬁ: ‘

; af 'Vvariwa' "f'aetérn: lmu.iu a:r troap mrm 'baha-off porta, lncatim
| af muy flek, ensmy fighter mpabil.itm, lmt.tm of enemy gram
_foren, and weather furnmh (8)
' M'&omﬁadmurmgamﬁwformmw;pam
of the auu-h 30th amu the 101let Airborne Divisiom: mld dm in Sho
v:lc:l.n:l.'hy of BINDHOVEN, the 824 fn the vieinity of NIJHEGEN, and the |
. British lst (aeew by the let Polish prigads) in he vioinity of
. ARNHEM. (500 Map A) (9) The force at. ARWEEN would be reisforced by
tha lurling of the 524 wm.m; Division as soon a3 n.:lrstripa becane
:gﬁilﬂblﬁo Bince the l0lst would have the seuthern most sbjective, ius
| _ t.roopa vml.d be uaigmd wmpumwm hnmd in the mm ares of
acguthern m from whence they would £ly the southern air oerr.unr. .
| The 824, further nerth, would Mvammﬁmmmmuum_ |
| _procesd alam the m'hh&m route, olonly fallowed by the ar:l.tish and

'{7) l—i P- — 7 a 7 — _r
(8) A6, p. ulﬂl 12 . : _ : C
(9) M’ P 12




Pulisi:f forces. from ﬂm,ﬂm ares, mmm nim h mz m
rm’a, the other route mM bs whilm b 4§11l Mieipenhe (lﬂ)

m inﬁlligenoo bri-ﬁng which tm mm g dhmnm af
pmi«mll‘; idmﬁfhd m fu-un. 'thc lﬁth m W: whieh w
oemhd mﬂ- of mm, was :i.n ﬁw p&‘m& of rith&rauing m ‘hha m :

lm&&.h and 'ﬁhmurma were wmume before the bexks of the -
me UML in = linc tht oxme-ll mth in'h the m mur. The

!haru faruu, #&hwﬁ grut 2. | m.

‘belisved to be still realing from the mm }ramrs um by m

Brit:l.uh Second Army. In Efpi‘hl af mmt limitetisone in an airham

oparaticn, the lst Allisd Airborne Ammy ves mm to sssaxlt with

mu'o cmplﬂs equimﬁ M ﬂw hﬂ.aimt m &11 mthr fortwi‘-ﬂ
_iniiammtthan&uhgthtmumub&idm&ru . ;
_amam operation, both over the mm h-m-na.m: in ENGIAND and over - ;
thedropandhﬂingmiaw mlmmamahllrimpaﬂuat .

: cmﬁuatim, ag a pringipal emmuug of mm m wmkl b . |
© the asmsrs.w for regular mnmly liy air mts.l gverisnd supply routes>

could be. nw.m vy elawm of ‘OPERAFION GARTEN bresking thrmgh. (11)_ o

mbnrnting on tho iisaim of hia fﬂrm, Gﬂmrnl mw dimtcd
Genorel GAVIN, ' ‘commsnding ml of the 824 mbem niriam to mmluhi L
Wb‘ypmmteaniglim, amingnw.lmthd o ;
T _xm; seize and hold the hiM Wridges across the

MW ok " mmmmmxms um; S
ormm. and hold the uigh gm satamn xm md
Wm WtbrMshwmhm Mk’hhlm

A1) A3 9. 793D T




memmmm~ammw1mm.g o
rramv-nmmmmammw -
EINDSGRESTRAAR,; amwmmmmm
' amomx HIGHIAY, sm. wa'f S TINBOEN HICEVAY

. and PORST REIDRSWALD, and mnbzmm
-Eﬂrtha.nd;suth Wmﬂlrl

ﬂil meant that the division weuld h& ro@iraé £ Miﬂ ura-aiags
over 'mru pr:lneiyal ntom and deminate kaor tarra;ia of u.pprninﬁoly
25,000 yarde fromiege, . Fﬁllmr:!ng romip’h o ‘bhis erder cmnd.’mg '
Gensnl.. 824 Airberne Divisien, and his etaff prmeded with an exhanstive
rna.p romhm of thn area. amthactnm for the purpoee of
~#electing the best tmt.iux drop snd zmemg zanes, X m-m-t.aly. by
sarly mrning af 11 Bm 1944 & Dateh mal Captedin, farml:r
from NIJMEGEN, was sble %o wlmteer his. kunlqigo of the terrain to
the ataff, Before noom t»hn sane day ma pret’mee were prosantad to
the epemtm hesdquarters of the IX Proop @m'ior Qonment. oaly
n:l.not-:r dwintim from the rem m wm du.trui hy the Adr
Gorps %o eveid imown enemy flak emumum. (12} |

At this t.tm the trmg: cnrriur 1ifs mmm 4o be a:milahla fur :
the eperation was mmssé amplﬂim af the drm of 8 divisien
outline plan followed end was in the hands of unit commenders ihe mext
morning, 12 Septembor 1944, Unit em then prosesded with |
| organizational plnn.‘lng whioh ume& inte the :I.umu of orders,
: .'which 1n turn rasﬂm in the prmtim of mi:'t. loads, Mw‘hmtaly
much nf this work hed 4o bc moa:htd several times ‘besause of changes
in ntrmgth ef 11t lﬁ~m1m Mrmt-tn--ho ut:i.l:lad‘.. - {13)

It is enly lag:lml that nirbam units hsi:ra that hctiana. maity
Be. umumod emmﬂ;p that pla’iom, nupanin, hmlim,

m; -t"§’ Pe 1

(13) 49, po 2




Ao Do

='rsgm bmksxmm, mwmm wmm:auh mm

| 21nal combat plans together. m 1vest smek umw mm bo

lmw at the same nﬁ.rﬁim !hiﬂ m m MM W@ mm

. WARENT boouume troop carrier mmits instoted tit Ueir tastisal wity | e
be- u.‘-uhimvi; thet they bo allowed to uﬁviw end fly thoir oo agre

| oraft. Tt wes éni&ﬂ. Ahat mumga ot mm unite leadisg,
. rmn;, mm u& Mng with mm mm, nugr for mmo
ormj.m mmm uﬁammm nat mwm hmqaff
' :Mrm to nuumednu odd ised sirboras. m'ha, a8 this mu:H i-m&:::
to etrain their m, amtrel, m udninilﬁ'ttim.

‘This eituatica eaphasized the fast to mm snd troop. miw?
. cemmenders slike that tie 0-47 was not the mest mubm trpe mmﬁ. o
ﬂ'.m transperting airborns tracpe. and equtpusati Yhem utumug all
puaenser space the plane parried anx'r ﬁ.ghm t& anm M:omn, | ,
lesws m; full plateon. !’or thia raaunmo af mpm trw'bod -
— .mmreMmahipummammummﬁunnmmgu L L
individuale mtm 9f well omemm tm subjoct. o mmwa m. (m

| rimlly life uaimu nra W upm mﬂ thm ruulting nﬂtm
| 'jo:E' demtmfhlds m«: mm of ngm:L m mmmw o
L n.tuim pmiblm_ Partieipntiug i mxm mm as m m‘imi;az
 cembat ecmponents of ‘the 824 Airborns Divisisn weuld be o 0, 5@&,
mﬁmw\u Infantry Regiments, m msn&ar mantrynsmwt. e
the 519@&, m 576*&1;, and W56t Fiem utium aamm, the seﬂu ks
Antiaiverati Artillery Buitalien, and the 5074k Airborns Baginser st s
I% wen doemed unmuy mmy het. the firat lift miﬂ ‘ot ‘the

t.hrce po.ram-be infutry reginontsy: Mﬁ.ﬁu qura and Mml .
Compeay, Division Lrtillm Read quartors and audqmr#oru m, B:I:rhm .
Bigl Oompeny, Bettery A of the mt.tl:iramﬁ mm.ery hamnum. m |

m) bgu :Pd-ég_-



| emtire 39?& ﬁrism Mmr nm&u. tho 57&& M mld e
‘.-:Aﬂillery Bettelion, and R ndm m from the 325th Glider I:BMW
Mmiﬂwaﬁbewwfwﬂ“ﬂ,mmwr _

In ardor o sﬁmt tha W pmihlf surprise upm m w, ﬂm ST

tmyartl weul:i ﬂy in e vary tmt u-ﬁm wﬁh mly the minlmm tiu
_ MIhmmserhla..rhOpﬂhﬂWhmmldemcpam B
"a' ) bare tem wimutes in ndmu of m fir-t nor:hl. (sn ¥ap B) (15)

. The mmg G-anml, 82d .i.:l!'hm mmm made the :rallﬁing
; usim‘b of n:hlim to his I‘.‘GMI ﬂth the mdonmding mt ony -
ragﬁlnnt should be pﬂpwoi 0. um m I:I.uim of eny othor nginmh
‘et a :enent's Miee: the 5044k mmm Infuntry umld M en Brap
 Zeme 0% and praewéa w capture all bridges orossing the NAAG-MALL GANAL
'-mmmnm BRIDGE 't GRAYE, .mwmhangrmwm o
saptured end dmﬁ.né mwh‘hﬂm mnuam o the mrthmﬂ

- bhe was Em "“ *‘h‘ ’Wa the MAAR-MAAL m @ the awk end um

. rtmningmm MEMEMM to the WAAR RIVER on. the wost; %he. R
505th Parssimte Mfeatry would Juap. om nm: sm " in arder %o cepture -
l,nd erm&a the defenvo of the mmm mms and ‘hﬁ wonist thﬂ M

13. the u&pt.ure of the 'hm sonthmt hri&gu aming the mum o
CANAL; the 50Bth Parachute Infemtry with the greatest r-g:imntal straagth :
i the division vould Jump om Drop Zons: 19" execute poselbly the ——
rupmihle mission of the dirinien, tlm# of harld:tng im "ok opon fﬂr

- glider :kmdingu and mhuqum asrial remwply. the se.‘;me and mmm
" of the hi@ groumd hetween um and WYLER, ﬁm eitahmhm‘b ef n&i* .
bloaks’ almg the eastern slope of the high grom, o assist the 504'&1! .’m

| ts.king the- -m. northermost n-ugu of the. MALS-WAAL m end uuimialr
“to mﬁemw u order te eapture the umam highway amd milrna.é.

" bridges. ﬂ- NTORGRN: i 525& glider m:f’nntn would mu-zm ’0’ o
EY 2 and would emu,w the divisien rumu. [au Map n) (16) o

&-5, F' : i
gg Roemt ahm of 1t Oel BM Um. c0 let En, 503‘531 PIR
, 4 1o



mor mm af’ une raml m&m m n aapmw 19%
ium dmm the ohuin ot mmﬂ of httliu. m, m oven pm
Mm rapidly fnllm 111 «ocﬁ.am m mlt; m u ﬂu— as puni]alu _
: indi‘ri&ul trmeﬂ mo mmm in miﬂwﬁls iaﬁil thﬂ mi.n.im : .
of the urim mn thet mb%imtim aight be meds, 1t nocaaury, ni'hh
the maximom of ofticioncy. E

Accurste lsrgo mls mape md 't:no I.nmt’ aerial phatographs af
the NIJNEGEN ermswers placed in ths. hmxls of every individual, thet A
| eheck-points might be mumuy aw:m; and-wther terrain features :bu;pro”ei :
with m&elihh ulari’ey upm tho ni.ﬂ pr:lm' tn hha—df. Hestily -ammem :
sané~tables minﬂi uuﬂ gmm- p*uﬂy h ths rohﬁ(u}, of tha apustml "
" tastics of their argausam an . | |
et :mm were netioulonsly mﬂ, Med, ond rm&:ea u.

| mo:margin was alloved. fnr e:rw‘ ﬂm Wu &aws (by 15 MM&
N 1%) all of the nnasnry wmﬁw were: mﬁafmwuy emlam

in. spite of msor of ahums of the basic plan, ueh of which tihlly
affm the muitim of ’ihu di'riji.ml 11::1-. aad thnr lneatim of -
wnits at take-off a:lrdmu. By dom ] mmnm- 19## -.11 mm
hed moved to m were. sulml &% m mrmh airfields, (18} _ |

_ 'Emly-wm inﬁ:l:ridul—-:‘.n m dhhm npmt 16 mher
inlpeating and uljnstim pmml oquipmenty. Wiﬁug hms beme,

and aucnuing the most nmm ém.‘w cf m nmmt's u:pnm m.tng. |

m 17 saymm- 19&# wm:mg m m;.ﬂlr ézwi eut the uuw:. "

fog thats melapod the mlm M‘hr}'lih ‘Bm frea Suprens Kol.qmrtars

: ,- Allded mﬁiumry !’m‘us oame f‘iml ms te commence MIM i
:um ﬂml br‘.!.aﬂ.ngn ware em&uem m airveraft loaded with parsml

(18 az;m& w@m ?‘mm
| '] F* _

u



and aquim’h. ﬁa tm serial rnl}d dm m rnmy &b ﬁ% rht
; '_mtmarmlmmmmauwm mmgmm

e :hmmf,m’am m-wmm-&mym eest, out and

mrtho mnm uug 'Bho rm wm mimh'
juimd orew members in’ npmm; ehwh—;om Mmﬂiag tna plea,

~ thore hlm Iagulinaafmim mavenuh umm course

nrun the Mml, m&tnyteth&rumd%fwmm

_' .'into the. uham nhrs. m M&uly thaﬂ vore mo move frimly
' vessels. holows ALl oyes aminoi in the dsrm-.zm of flights &

“hese graduelly closed um:m-mm . ‘ |
| mas.uu*q between planes btme pm - k1l 'rroapor- ube m\
pameipo.m in mmm FEPTUNE, the mm invesion, 6 m 19%,
 remembered the momnmhm almost disastercws, fog bask that bad
m 't.ha m!.m %0 brauk :Eamﬁm aml the rmlung ﬁda |
dispersion ef jump wami and oquim m: was the emmm
N lndtall; Balow, there éeuld tgaiu e nu %ﬂ, snm flask harga

with groedy tongwes ¢f flm froqwm’ﬁly rn&uag skyward. 88 = amd .

_heavier ade-ut ﬂra wes farmwly insccurate, however a fow
l—eamlﬁn rosulted from m = snd- mu-nm fire. The hase oleared.
%he- mrim uwtimd nﬂm:lngly on eoures in uﬂut fmﬁm»
The hoﬁ‘wiin flak of tve un.st!iun dimintehed ia sero us e aip-

uel‘.m precesded - hlm:d Mvim @Whﬁl vere aﬁa . wadcoled- ii;h'l.

Within ﬂftoan uimua af the irey sm the omony umm hmm

 away ag.’m with gzew!ng mtmny«. lurym uwuna, "‘lo.a Jerry ﬂm

- better mmwmemummmummﬂ mm
.',-Eﬂm m&ﬂwﬁnmewlyrisihh. jtili mlﬁu frum

 fire wors rnhﬂwly ﬂﬁt. s;amm-uy m rmma—m: mt

. inte. m:'tm sl.—imting aml ﬁiamging £irve :h'm the - grm& hnﬂtarm. _

'M fighma hni'hw t@ a%tack the myung saxrier tarpts m-mim

- of m ohfim;x atrm ﬂ@w ewmrt cverhsad.

e T :
' 12




Bnotly o am the gtmriﬁar tonm &m& on Drop Eme
"o" at 1250, (8ee Map s} thammmmwmur
, .ummammu tim%dmmﬁﬁmw mtm-hry
?hc fini pmtrupors ‘o the gmm imiia‘hﬂy prmei hattmk
the mll eal:l.her rlui: mih that iatta& the aree, Bmolz woro |
‘dop‘rqesqé smd gums fired polmt blamk to li*t.th avail. ay.imt m
trwpeﬂ rushing gun puitim mu all dirwtim. Dingoncerted,
thoss gwe erewe not killed ner captured deserted their weepoms a.né
eyaipment. and. 'rm ’ mﬁ the im&a. Those Ack~aelc piouas not. dame god - L |
'by mll—am firo were seised intacy, and mrormw were left :lnmt. : _
1700p earrier pilete wers remarkably sccurate in the dropping uf thedr
 humen oargs. mite ahvimly lessons had.heen learaed from M since 'hho S
W é.r"op. Nearly 0.11 ‘units were drepped ;ﬁwrding ivo ﬁehsﬂnle on,

or in t-ht immodiste vieini.tr of, their proper a«m,. An cmuqmaa
‘of & mir-up n,mmlm-m 24 petteiion sorial of the 505th -
~druppui before the 5rd m.thlin, msing the Bd nthi.im o land |
;*.wa thwmd yards nmuw of its prw agns,. For m MJ&:&
e pktam from the 506t vere drepped . into, GRENANT wmw m
| ‘)nilu nerthesst of their Ml«i drop mu.. Without the lmn of & |

man these platoons leter Wd ﬁuir mt uﬂt, aeemh& by
-.ppmmuly forty germen primm of" m m the rmrt c:E at lult

m-qmlmbercfenw-kﬂld, Iﬁmhwwmwthue_ .
" were the first prinmm of wax to be seomrad in mm: proper by -
ailisd airborne. troeps. o |

| In direst sentraet to ths cmea m.emingl.mg of. fraguenis .
 of units pa.rﬁ.sipaiing = msmr VEPTUNE, wmits landed aimest 100% . o
inmt, rw for Lmadinte mtmt ui’sh ﬁe anoWY . - Thm mt m _

"n.illin; nf troops seoking Mﬂu tut could bo ﬁmﬂﬁm L ﬂwir

. uaps, Bmu mnyt Por t&- mu listed &5#’&, &l unite l-.whﬁ 'mm
-*-h"! were mwtad ta, md were a.hlo, afier a irieaf mﬂh’ mﬂ Ty

- ::3,_ )




.m organisstion . pnria&, 40 pregesd’ dirmly tith their- mpow:tn S
| missiens, (19)
 he 50Mh Parachute My with the largest regimeatal sres’
of rupmibiliw deagended on three drop. Zonee niﬂultunmuly
'_bamgﬂ 1513, Ome smbpany: irmod scuthr of the MAMS an m
wum nﬁkiﬁu of m Mle “the ﬂllliniw of tho 24 Bl‘k‘hﬂ.im
mrelmdm&efmrivwauwnﬁﬂmmﬁm
annripzm *a'. The wfweu cmﬂrgﬁ an memmsnm, |
euy&ﬂﬂy mrpr:tning & platoon of thn exeny 4o take the syu mm o
with l:l'htle ruhinnu. *rhe 3rd anthlim alu landed on Drop Zem ot
Procesied to cmmm!ﬂnmﬁﬂsm:mmtafmm '
- Uuhm, wwawwommemummmmum
' 'm lat mtulim aza;ppu eu the open gromsd northeast of mm&xm
and .‘..uodh.tely seh wt to meixe the. hr:htgo ebjmtiva& over the m—-‘

' WAAL CANAL. Strong ww ruamm wes mmm bat m.:my

overome %0 aaim tho srak*a:h m gvﬂmﬂy an. omg' nﬂn‘ga
- preceded the ht Bstulkuie mt me, -tn

There the. ‘bri.ulgas hul boam- mu-mé nd m W withdrawn befnra

the -.pprmk of the .hnthlim 511 initdal miseiome of the rsg:lamt
were fulfilled by. 1930, and by 2300 the 24 psttelien, sttacking GRAVE,
aemie& nm.m forcing muﬁmﬁaﬂ.h@@w to abanidon the
towm. (2) (seelep3) (21) o

" As Mas besn previcusly ahtnd, the 5@5& pmuhum at mo. The

5l mlmmppod mm'r' mtotmm vaile at the
- jnam tiut the. athar two hthl&.m a.rrh'ﬂ n.t m'op zm 'ﬂ', south ai‘
ennmm In- nheﬂ aﬂnr tho ai’q was ocwgisd. ﬂu mthmtom
soctor of the aiviaiu mﬂ.rm ahand of the onemy, outponts aﬂhkluw _'
, &Leng 'Y lma MW 1’4 MOOK, end sm'haot mﬁo with elmte of the

21) &*9, Pt :

_}Tg; mm efaﬂoﬁfmmw



o 50#& ut tha doﬁruyoi hriéy uim m M*

amd nmmm‘ Thes all initm missions vere mw in mf,@w

B reg:lmn‘bal some of mpmihiuw by 2000, W) WN B)
| mm as.mn-t.a of the uvi-,tm mww wm
,-smm smwwwualymmmﬁum
‘amuthorm:lakr wmmmmm wwmu
memm-prmuto m‘xpamm L.@@ytm
wost ‘of. mmm by 179@9 (23‘} (Boe W 5"}
. The 5@&& bepn mm on Zm '!". Epeﬁo Ma mrﬂ! tf
' m’imm AT 1538, Ist mt a4 mmim. mﬁ nli wighin mir el
: smem‘.l.o &ommtmm 'mamsm-mahmnmw

: l-llut., but wi‘bh e anulﬁas. I.ieumt @ﬂm& aamu um, ﬁs
led the 1st Bst:ha!;ian threugh three .nn at pr— wnm to Wr
, mhﬁ,@gnm znnsmmnmm mmmﬂnjnmeuy
1830, m-wmulmmthepmmmm;wsm |
'dupuwhed te amt thc ‘eapture of thg hrgo M hrﬂ.—ga m'mh'
the WAAL ot Jmmm mu the. -Aviw ot ﬁ'imﬂy Datch uvnm vhe
.miluined thet m bridga s lighﬂr haﬁr» . m beth cm&u
'sm ‘within the oty mgﬂ in heavy tzmm;. o atam:hg a muug,
rm ky ﬁem mﬂwm te bm&ﬂw Wel roum fer the
| 'dmliﬁm of the bridge, - gkﬁn M,l. m led. k;r -Copiain |
| JAQUES ABAMS ws mrmwm.nmmumm mapﬁr o
Ef sach tﬂrra‘sﬁc odda m Plnboon: mmﬂad ~in daltroying +he 'mﬂding, : -.
-aum o 1ts. mirclmtm Mnble b rm:mtn ite wmunit. |
Por nearly five deye. (a#) {mm B) |

| mumm;wmmtm mzmrhﬁmm o

- ."ﬂmmﬁ the vauntrel. muiag &-Daich mm officer swsm the

: m a ﬂr; c.old, wm rivey M lni.ppﬂ, oIl dmlﬁ.ﬁm :f.‘iring n:.hlas
-.wwﬂﬂxﬂrmwameﬁrmmmhﬁgh (ﬁ)r |

_A-mra . S

(24) . ax122 pi 1. e. mﬂﬁ e
(25) statement of oalm-l m. . mrnh zgﬁo

FLE




-~

'ﬂm 5?&&.& rum Piali. mﬂm:f nmim; m m Wbem |
Engimor R.t'hlm u.nd mtm Ay mmm ms,rm m;m
alse hnéodanmeg Zone 'n' innpﬁ mnmdmtheﬁm The

fsmnn Mti&llyinim nppnrtafmﬁaﬂthmfim s.-u tirnt B

nmm m eall i‘rm m rogﬁmt- nt 1800, ‘The 567'& furniahad cover

- for ni'riaim Eemﬂantaﬂ in ite move from Zome "N and thm pretuetod

ni’risiam Command Post whom, 1t was oeh‘nlim ‘The ack~aok battalien |
nllntw oo 57 mm sntitenk gams o m of the infentry Togiments ond
hald o in divisim mmo rcr wm af t.he nivhim Gmd '

-~ (26) (m- m B)
. The W retained the raspmmzu,y of hﬂlding 3.11 of tho airhesd
m% m‘.’ tho w mm with prm upmua on Wnin |

ytrolling of the Wmm HIGHWAT. m amg of GRAVE was kield

muuwmn-mmnmmmmmmmmmu
Mmarm the enamy. ltnmmyhh&mingwthﬂm

| wwmwmmumawumﬂ to attask snd cepture
4he xmmm aim bridge at HOXINGHUTIN, (a?) (8ss Mep ©)

'!bo 50fth mmﬂd 4o meintein :l:bs Mthl dgrmin ares of .
rmpm:lhﬂity in’ $he am&m mw e:t" ﬂw ﬁrhm sone, Tho um'
_umt- patrele te feel out sur pmm ot m m and

RIBTHORSYT and efter miner firefights vithdrew in the-dirm-ef
the REICHAWALD, Ons such Patrol was dsmﬁd-and captared s it attempted

to . hy-p.ss first battalion positions. Upen mﬂyt&on it was lurmd

that t.hu nuam of the w ya.trol wao 1-6 dmush 't.ho hridga a:b m
At appraxmw M s wrin oar fmigﬂh Arain attmptlng ta runh :

GERMANY wes oaptured on the eutekirts of______m m;rmmm for the

.'l.aad.'lng af Muml glider ulmtn of tho éﬁvum and uz'isl rmmlg,.

at 1240 the: uM minas perimeter patrnh from each. M‘b‘k&lﬂ.ﬂ,

nw wﬁ nlm thn _ﬂ.ﬁer hmimLm mth a.ud soathesst af




|
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- .. - .
L P T T
{ At
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! \
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| mwmwwuunmofmhﬂmwn
'hmw&mpm;mﬁfmmim rhnwﬂ'm-wm
'iwIMﬁla' pml’s' mind ani, M.'fere& 1ittle mh'limut before wi’hh-
'"“hz (28) (8ee Map 0)

H&rﬂm 't.lwnim of 1'31-18 W W Armd B a:t'
the 508tk aggmim.x advaneed m the yridge ogainat. hmm
'mrniam mmmmmmrmmhmg
fwmfmmnubzuwmnmwmmum
hrﬂywbmwﬂmmﬂdﬁmﬁthmh&hmhﬁm
eam:l.m.hd Attask in ﬁimﬂﬁmﬂmtmm _
-mm«rwmgsmzmmm mwmsm
wont. iwh 2 hfm:ln putbim hum “Akle m was with-

¢muaarmmmmehwammummmemxu'
of the hth&im relim-od & group. n:t‘ wapply - persomnal which had been
.-rmwmzmlwummmlrmﬁmdﬁ
of the lamding sone, (29) (aaamﬂ}

_ ﬂmmnrnlwmtﬂswnrwmmmthm
tfmmmhadhmrmmrﬂhyﬁhawmmmhhgmliai
against the troopers, mg suffiotent strength to dinlodge the
lmfrmthia?ﬁnlum BMMWMQme Qho

: :W§m»1yhughdfarnwhimﬂ:smﬂtumm' '
mzn tummmumm thxﬂmﬂu
doternined fighting, 154 Patteilon olonrod: mw £rem the Jmlm;
sons ot 1#06 even as. gli.dar rﬁufnrm prmraé %o lnd. - (_5&)

| | mt&aviehi'wnfthellnﬂmma mthS of war ﬂfo
MMGm%mfhkmaqmmﬂﬁm&emhroa@thw -
-welogme: o wﬁmﬂy utininm glmr W. On thia mm guns
Salodn intact m m mus vim delny. n h&s boen previsusly
nhhd :Lnn dumﬂm of - dpmtm af the 505-&, aphm:t‘rmthi

R . "_x ‘‘‘‘

ET e
29} A-12, p.. 2
3 Statement of Golomsl nm. 5 March 1959
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" 24 pattalion of the 508t coordinated with: olm of that Lighm L
in the asesult and upm of mwmn mmmsu -
high meem. (1) . | | |
m:lyafmr glidmhdmivdwithmw:aﬂmm _
on P-Day, Marmeummwmmmmm [ afﬂm
. 525tk Dafentrys As stated mm, only ome. betialion of artgilery, m

576th, arrived with %he main bady o mc o 17 sqmm. By mid- . |

" namngefth» mmwmmu mwaﬂ ﬂammrm
- attadk and 1% was roalized thet to Step his mm nmmm counter~

num entire Bivi.s.tuu millm mlé h nukd. ﬁ'& ’Ghil mliusm ,

to motivate waits, landing Sonse *N* and- *7% vere alurod for the m-i- Ny

‘ingdglﬁwanﬂlebmmmmms (52}

| The glider 1if% comsisted of 45@ ghiders’ bearing o 1ol mnmy- o

hn-bta.lim, n mi'bmk em, ‘and @ hé.ly Mna medical eompany.

Anid sonstant but soabteved emell-srms five from the esiony dolaying in - :
.%oamuonadedmmrmdingmm:mi thigliéarmitn N
7 unloaded with rehtivel; fow casualides. uw the- mmg wes | ‘
seneidersd M@ly mful, urml. gxsmm wmm their soues a:ai
Yanded’ mm the ;m in GERMANY, Tewever, a high y.remp of the
| porsemmel of theas glm wuhu.llr rojoined the min kody, hend-

curtyiag sheir vital equipwent. (53)

Mﬁhls' after lamding, mmhlﬂg, =i zmm:mg the zﬂ.m

olider mummmmmmm srdured: m.-mmm mpm L
| n!‘ mm m %mmm- mumummmmtunn:m 7
the firss @fﬁt 57611: (uhmmmmmmmmmm}
and the S26th Glidor Field m&llm numm wh in gmra.l mm

* of the divisien, The 57 mx satitenk gums ef auttm B of the 8O0tk mu

uﬁmﬂmﬁhl&mmdhi&dmtﬂmnrmmmm
" 508th, - myaﬁmummxmmmm;gmmu '

| {55} Bta.mt of csa:tml Warren, 5 uu'eh 19§a



prmetfken up.mt l:lsh‘ur maﬂml mlml mil!'ﬁ and light tmhh {B-‘lr)
' pinoe %here was 1little space in tha gluor 111‘% to accumedate ld&imual

'_ nmuu for the trgops who had lanied om D-Day, an serinl remajply. m
censisting of ‘135 a-z& ms #huly followed the gli&nn. Mrachin;
: in tight formation at lov altitude the p].mn rolassed the Mmlgr Mlu :
E u‘h.‘;ch lendod in'a emm pattern. Since ammmwly sax af the mplm
vere: mwerod the aium was amidwd mmui’ul. o e 1
pis _ - , o
" the speachesi. ot mrmmm, the Brisish Guards Armiored
_ n:l«ri:im, appreoached the mvs kri&gn -bo uh uim tontaot iith |
" elememts-of the 504th there at 0820 on 19 aopt-bnr. Arrivel of m.
."raiafmuuﬂ meant tht Mtng ml nf the 824 lmald be &hle

. %o ruopley his vnite to better: -.druugc._ 24 n-.wuu. Solits,
yrm &mﬂowmtnnliW5mﬁ mmm#
mm&mmaormooftuanmmmrwu$orwm
'ncﬂ-m. Ird aatuum. 5@&&. medhyﬂnthMtal o
Position eant of mm to eupou the first foralishle diviaion’ ot ,
| reserve.of the qmﬁm l.lt pattalion; m Ppp— rupmibi&ﬁty fﬁ!
for the umiw ﬂ ﬂm mh wu formerly mﬁ.w tha antire ; I _
_'mm by uglm A muy to guard the trup ot GRAVE, f T
Bmmm&mnt"_ﬂ_“ cm%mmnwim:_ __ R
ssd D Sampasy to patrol the 1 ghrway botuoum GRAVE and NONINGHURIE.
*mmg the a.tm of 19-% Bsptembor A mmr was relieved of its
dﬂiu &% GRAYE by elesents of the Britm 521! Briyﬂa and B m

"hy alnmu ef the matdmﬂu m m re.uof in .'m old mm;, hst-

o mlm S0kt - prup‘blymukud 40 mmuy in the forest of
JONESR BOROE. (Boe ¥ap. D). (55} B -
' fhroughowt he day the w& (m ad nwm.m; continved 'ﬁo

: .hnpmn ita defm:lv. puit:l.mu thrwgheat the smtbmtm esctor ai‘

.m) L—ga ?c- v




A ! : I R T

“%he &1#33% im. m sction nl-:itﬂd wwm of pa.'hrulu
fuling for gope: in the thinly hﬂ@d. 1w¢ “Pally --ml:lsing Al
*imrge pps did sxiat, Miﬁm mrmwhm |
hiﬁnﬂ.ﬁ“ﬁffﬂuﬁmithmwmmm:&mtmwiﬂ
8- mni‘au uul emtar- uqv mtm multing from -mfomﬂaa .
rm Wy thess 'pu-&rols. In thu late nfm w“ m wam:

staried building up out, ef the mmma that was f:lmlly reapuleed
sfter ﬁ"h; well into the next day. \

] nwb'hlhn, 5@5#1:. Uhieh m b-u holﬁnz HILL 81.8, west of

mm, was raliwad frem thwt nmm end ettashod to the mas

Armored Division a.t 1100 and. mﬂhﬂ mmd to o:ﬁhak thu hridgei

8t BIMEGES, . Bxoept for a few casualtiss resulting frea artillery

fire 'Ehe hamum uavad inko. EIM Wuﬁ n:imr arpﬂiﬁim

™ the. uiﬁdh nf 4he olly = pmrrugad rmwutim for embat |
vas. mﬁd out, < Beker @ﬂm wi't.h deven tﬁﬁm frow the 24. utulim,

. Gramﬂur @um, di,mgné fx'm tho a@m tq ths Ioﬁ aml lmé a.ga.:iaﬂs
~ the mz.rm bruga. !zhe mindsr of 4be 24 mtmm m the. m
" of the Grenadier guards (~) reinforosd oy am of miﬁch mnd
| mmrmad '&hend:m ;g-,m-u the higllny brﬁ;gt. mmtazy
'mmasamafmbmﬁum--mwndummm "
e— hd omm& his m W wm.m. The ulted wito
assaunited h-aﬂwbaly ani. m grnyﬂr mm imi:. Heavy mm
were utap anéminod mluivuﬁmtha mqrm&hj.s dd.‘mun._
Ra@uhd sssanlts during th. aﬂm and wnh; ﬁ:lloi h m a
breash of the xm. - mmg;mt the night y&traln mtimad to fool
for m wnknmn_ {sn m n} (36) ‘ _

o \um m 24 amum of the. Wﬁx was mxm bx 24 wmm of
| ;mmamuumwmmm;mmGEWtth }
resdilly utilisod t0 a-brengbken the mm uetar ef +hes airheed by '
%) ;..?. =y EG A ~




:H::
A ”_.:'_-awmg mt.e twum bm w and 7mm.. m: emnkilod the
__mrutmded ot mﬁlim ‘hﬁ emt 1*&: hnna in dd‘mn mmt - |

over mw«um m; t&e mm high gramd mwm

and ETML 6h.6. M‘m 1% and 22’ mthﬁmvummm 1n keop-

ing the lamiiug some oast of mm ‘open for resupply missioms
umt1d 1800, (57) Hewever the gnly supplies to arrive woredreyped
at 1500 by thirty a-irr-a m wmum bocause of high winds smd .
the. ozcnnuivelr nigh umm» of the planss only magim
| romber of hmﬂlmr were rmed by otr fmmns. {8ee Mep n} (58)

| uasmtartnmfmqummatm out ‘of GERMANY, in

the url,y afternom 15'& mtuum pushud imm the v:ulagc of m

o omd uublhhtd ) rudhlm 'hwlm held. by -Mta of B umpw

g '-.nmmdmdmmmwlyrwarmwapkmﬁunmﬂf

o pll'bem: frm 8. m, wmkoa ETUL 75.9 ond souplotsly routed an

- Very aheﬂly it ‘beceme. wm um t&n w&ﬂm wes mﬁ'ﬂemuy

the 39?-& Li.ﬂm'ne mﬂ' mthlm Parhaps m na‘h &ﬁmﬂ
-fi@ting uf ﬂu ﬂay acaurrad on’the :1opu of nm. 75.9. At 1559
: dwhtéd A pompeny (twe. aﬂimi and fme m} roinforud h;f Y

onsay fnrao ot 'hm umym" thn.t M aemiod well, prepared pw:ltim." L L

o Im m: innpim local mm emi&mﬁa sneay oqns.maat. mxudmg

' _‘,mmmmmmmwmum.mumm

| prempily put to good-wse wg.imi the ﬂﬂdng germane. The W1l wae

_. no mmor nemed than '&h& m hecane uue of the mll mbar of

| trogpers holding tha h.ill and ;rouudad 'Ii‘ﬂi mmaitt emmatw
which mm wall intc ﬂu niw witheut sagenen, (59) EhulWl;
Cwith A emla attack o HILL 7549 .mm of B and mtmpnnr "
sttacked and m.sed wm end 34’ THAL rmutivalf with litile maait.m

b T i ,...'x_,

- apd Mdh‘haly omtl:l:hmi of:!‘utin mnm h ‘each tnun.

7Y Biatement &mlwm W
58' L“lla PQ 74 '?
(39} al2 b & S
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_—y

.

) '!ho lat mn::wm ammn, mu, and the m aeunm m.
mtry slements cf the: amiau emm mnml na.nsm.., :wmg "
' threu:gh the aerrridar aacmm iy th m&m and s.irlnﬂm mﬁn af
OMTIW mm, llere ttkohd o 'khc 82& Ahbﬂm bivision ho!‘m

noon of 19 September and meﬁ 0 mmmn m divia!.en ruaﬂc (Iw)l |

DE3 - -

© With the 24 Driek gmrds. avtached, tho ';eh-m =) pﬂm& to
_‘czurmouummmmmmm@rugm
I;m:lhg of 20 aop’em’hur.,l Shﬂ"kl? alber nm “the 24 ‘Pattalien, m
m relievad frm d::lv:luim reaorn mﬂ mrdmd o jm ite new
reinforoed parent Teginent in. the sesanlt sromsing of the WAAL RIVEA.
_ Thie areasing was af‘fnm st 1500 uﬂk the use of nritiah umh -
m-ks just wmd tk- river's ’hmd west nf 'bho NIJMEGEN Bam 'rhe

A

ew wmm mriae ;1'. tho arouh; ih& and time ulteted. fer > K
the move hy offering maly mﬁmm zm.ﬂme 1o the nrnnng. :

By 1800 ths rogilut had anpwtﬂ the rmm o!' thu mlrud hridgt |
and firmly usta’hliaha& s hridgehud wth of nm, :’mcluding the

_a.ucim mtad forta of VAN HOLLAND and m AADWIE, Closely wnrdmtins

with 2d mttaliea., 5@&, ameking ﬂn'w;h m, the rainfareﬂ
5o4th raptdly. um around thrn:h hﬁ.m m-mge o eupm ﬂu

morsh emd of the cm and the smrhué em d-ﬂm: (Sec Map £) (41}

As pﬂvimly stated, threugheut the nuht s!' 19 mmm,

antulm., 5@51.1;, &ﬁmm 4o 2d u@mm.r Ww Guards, continied

%o p:-'okn the- mthm dormas of thn xmm-snm .l.t—dmm 3

‘ awdimtﬁ -.theh: wae lamehcd h;- tho Allied unitu bub m -ffieimtly
rmlud wthc enm whrm@mmmmagwu msnde +o fm;: :

cressing of the. bridgs but um wm. !I'm 1509 mt-il 1500 a |
prmmuad cffart was mﬂa tu éivm the a‘km ¢f t.hs anm frm

0y 9, 85 i
m; A=9, B 2 S :
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the praps-aé rives erusm s:u.- ece e M m SRR
| initiul surprise and prumu& ﬂu w ﬁmﬁmm Mi@iont :
strm;ﬂz to held the. arnu#;ng, bmvor the umh ke&iﬁ wore dmm

- on the river and nuhjum o mmmbla ﬁra- ﬂn Uﬁml Wu e
5Mmatuckua urwamwmwmmymm

‘ _nus.hhla agrinst -hhe dofmﬁoriq Afw u ﬂ:ml. &lmﬁr mn w- _
umltmg troops overraw ‘&ha h:ﬂp dofmm;m rdaﬁwlr faw o
pr.’mmﬂi. At 1830 the lead m,ar m Gremsdier Guards mm |

L a.crm the higny wridge.

) mﬂa the 24 mtu:.m purmim in m wsml% o m |
'.HIM mmmrmiﬂwefmmm mﬁmmmm
.'_ﬁghmg encountersd sim D-Days - Wmm m my jadbed
violously in suddon attasks mmmm. m:&m warning
 an additiensl enemy rogiuent, rmm & dovestating Mllw tare,
umlm 1st Bnthlim amm t’t M *fbl m nhwt-lunlgr drm
& wadgh 1,000 yaris desp ixto & SN Het Sramtage bewwesn MOOK a0
"ammz. | i.n.gtha defomae of the mww wvery .

_ svaileble men was: thremn fnto. the 1m, mmnug 165 gm p.tlm

whoshed mu this time Wﬂtd as mmu m mmahd ehmm‘ ’
Portunately nhum we aple t.e Inh a phw of m Mlchio

-_'tmmmwmauimnﬁvuafmm nyzmuigiml

.'linn were muuism, theugh divjedated mm- otatiamed woll
-imnthanim Mahwa mtpuminghm mp&mtwf
slidcrpilota nm.'tﬂ. mgywm bo emﬁuﬂh :Wlfmtw
'-grtmp qmtrihmnd umiclly to the rmhing ai‘ tb& ws m that
‘their Mnnry organj.mum ga‘t«thmm wfmwdthfiming
mon. m degres of afficimy of m glim pilm ‘on the aumi. i.a '_
e well zm:lbad in a latter duted 25 meu' 194k frow B!'Wm ml ..

Juees w: GAYIN te Hajar smmamn.wmm. mmml,

.Ix ’!rm mm mmnﬁ, "In m haek over mipm woek's apor:timu
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ous.of te ewtetanding Vhings 1n ny-eoplien eni-ses thing inmert
utpntmnd of carrestion, is the methed of handling owr glim
pilm. -1 do m boliwc 'hhu'o- 1: tmwin 'khc combat arn m
ugora.ﬂm:lm uhmemﬁmm;wt.iamww.
1ndividually and eollackively, hw&plbln of um 4% than our
glider pilote, Ilupita thoir indiviﬂml *illiw to lulp. I
feel that they me dofhit-uly s lhbdlit;r to me.® (41)
Begimniag a% up?rmﬂhaly 1000, 20 m, m oneuy .
inttisted what proved te mmﬂw the mtd.'m

e

eaw-rn and -utbeum iarém' a*r the divisien aru. -TWo . emh&_, '

- of onemy mmy Wargad on m 'lfhils m hm:l.im of hﬂ'&ilﬂ_'_ a
porachutista, all o&rmgla' nuypnﬂ.ed hgr APmor m nrtillory dwu

' 01&#_#' of the. .ﬂ‘i Battalion, 506¢h, M»ct BEEX and baek-mly
- 1,600 yards to hi@sr-grnmém ase agmia the: frimuy fire ot m
| airu'e support ﬁm lrt:lllm utum mpm with & limited
" number of tonics frm divieden p—— mhm m regaining the
defensss of M mdly had reargunm%m 'sm mmliahed .tn
'mmmmam*mmmmamm {au
‘Mup B) (#a) | ,

An msm awpiﬂd 'I:ha mﬁummmm

nmm-dapu, mnmw;-wmhuhm |
eronsed L elements of mmm GARDEN 5 o.nd thmﬂ fluamung :
_ .tha iivisiau mm rmm mpmli. mo to the wuthu'
badly mahd m}.&u ;aw..’ut m be flm in, and ruupply over~
land was only’ thmﬂml. 'zhs wﬂy ::I;rbom gmn uf tho :
epo:‘tﬁm mcted. iith 1 Mvilim amt ef wly m dead a.nd ﬂll
over 690 wamdm& {45)

A=
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(‘6) A6, Po 56 3




| Lﬁ.ﬁ' G .
maammmmcmmumﬁ-wﬁw 7
while suberdisate wnite Besictracied: %o mep. ap- FrNp— m the .
| mmmmmsﬁm The mmmuga nmuuarm
Mﬂa mm»d ihfma of ‘hhe h’im:r hotween m.m amt um
vhile the remainder of ’eh& roM stmgthm& dofenaes 1u the
nmthcrn sector of tha &itill.m ‘Toms., A% &mm " Mmind w&th
attmkué 4o regain grwnd ioet the day before. An ewually
deterained w with sureritr Mm chpptd tb,o ntmh: cold snd
threw the raMt for am m&ml m Wﬂ, lm. nm*:lng the
whuqumt rmgﬂnﬁm 111 farm ammblu wore rallied. m
'tho attack resttempted at m smzs m surely the enemy wes
foroed ta vithinw amdil m wa.s nlmod :mi ﬂtﬂme& r-umliuhed
. by 1800Q. ahur'hly bofaore 1.500 the ak:i.u emm m:l an »tmw
400 o478 arrived %o drep amliu on Drop zm "G, In apife of
 the M 'hhl'h bundles ur.-smttond W ® m by six mile ares;

sppreziathly 60% recovery was nads through the. ho].p of putch ej:rnm_" .

‘7elmm (Hﬂ hp F) (k)
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" on 22°Bephember the mmmmzm eftha594t4:m
rolleved or t-ht defense nr the szm bﬂ.&mé end rwm to
o iivisicn r“mn ab whils. -m 2l mtmum rolieved 2d

and east u:!' W ISNEGEN, trpm rolur mn ﬁm IMEGEN-UBRERGEN sector, )
,ad Bsttalian. 595& NJM tha rcghant tud rolinnd tho ooustrm |
guarde of 'I'.he Gowity of. m hridge, ab m mrmm-r of the
rsginaut monded g hatwm &M’mu m patrolled the hs.m
he‘h«uu MOOE ‘and- nmmx (saa m r) (“5) | |
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‘ m 25 smw the weather ll!.l mlﬁinly clenr md the lens-
wuitod 511&;1- 1184 buring the 325ih mﬁatr'y, the 80kk Airborne

o mamrm m.taum (ni.me ywmin 4 and n -.lmdy prm in

the airhml), Coupany A u-’!' 'bht 307th mbeﬁm Enginser awuuen.

' amﬂ “the rm;lnin; elemunts af mvum amm ':rm- dumad on
=‘Mia; Zone ‘9’. axmt for “two gli.amra iha't. mer got awey frem
m, :E‘oﬂ.Mhreo that dropped tw—li.a- bmecn the cosst end the
division aru, end ten glidom unscooumted for. . Mmgig' after
‘.lm:t.ng, mtn of tha 525& assembled in the we«miod sroe Wwest of
«'Mm a8 di'risim reserve. All ulmts of the d-imim, qhura_d

o by the arrinl of raMereﬁng m&ml m uw:lel, vigamsl;r

strepgthoned the reestablished ynrm'her u:mu 1ittle eusmy mnrfcrm. .
(8ee-Map 7) (46)
Thr qughout. 2k geptenbor. the mnr -u'mu.d‘ the division caly by
om :l.uqnisitito rmhmn patroel tha.t same out of and returned
- tamnugmnmvmmtumsmgwmmwhm. The |
5% loft divisien rumo to ﬂuﬂq the Mth from 'l'.h- lins EANP ;
(ﬂelmiﬂ}, HORST, W, RIBTHCRAT, ROOK, mﬂ mmd -
rWihnﬁy fqa' the -mi:ty of. 'hlu h:ridga at m Upen
: rol:hi' frem tha nu#hem untar by m %ﬁ, tha 5@5& mo& mrth
to ansume rnpm:.hiliw far the closs in y:rmetm of the NIJMESEN

' :;hridgu a.'ad ‘the security ot the hruge at nmtm m 50%&
" was aent fre- Bi-:rkim amrn to occupy & 1ine frm W tn

~ sMo _':m ta W mmuu. (4?) {fes Hlp G)
| Evidmﬂ.y mts.m m of thie ;"glidii' hu:&ing. on 25 Scptni:or.._
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T . _ if. S
the- Wnﬂlamnmble “t-pts th&m t&rmt
the 254k, mrralmmmmwmﬁm mmtwﬂ:
a rest in Bi‘r.tam aﬂm-, eihmin the mw quo m
‘undistarbed as ell mm Mrwei pesitions,

D49 | | | |
tn 26 Bq’ﬂlber, 51‘!! B&‘Hllm, 505’&, m Moﬂ. fm the

'rogiaat guarding the bridges at IIM aml phmd in nxvman

Reserve. lst nn'btalinn, S0dth, attacked sud uiasd withmt groat

~ offort the factory ares north of ERIEKOM, Lll wmite of tho divilion
enjoyed a well deserved breather frem combat, dbut- contirmed to improve
positions end to maintain vigilent 'patrefl sotivity throughout the

corridor. - (See Map @) (48)
'm summery: uith:ln lees. than twelre ahart mm after the firﬂ

pantrmus 3wgae aa n—w, ell uﬂipod thutivsu were capiured.

During the ten days aumna ‘in tls mm the B2d mm- S

Biﬁ.;ian wﬁrﬁ aad hald ssven crmmg aam over thres ﬂjm’ utaﬁ'.' :
veys, eahbiiam &nd m I. pwhm o8 a;,m sm'él» f!'en'ugo, , )
almaﬁ ﬂm ares. within the porhohr of 'bkt oneny, and held: opau the
'aigmyhmmmm&nm for the mpsf;mgf
'cmummm, mmmuamumnml
nnip-d mcm nf‘&c division, :I.i-l ut &iﬁl was inm a4 & cost: zt
| 1n.mmnlmmhmumm5wmmmm. o
Mﬁg%m;w@dﬁomwﬂwﬂmhﬂ,ﬂmmm
‘lont over Esm [T prm af war, -

ﬂm@ aiapoum af mit W m mt &8 Wmly
‘great in. mmmummm, there vas stilla
pBling 'trwpu after the jmp _

great deal of mmn. tims lost in’ ’
m) M?, m usum o
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because of the necessity of breaking up organisetional wnity for the
flight to the drop zone, Especially in au airborne operation every
individual and every bundle of egquipment is an importent element of
the combat sﬁrmghh of an organization, Though losses of persomnmel
and equipment must be anticipated in ha.tt.la,- it is most dos_irnble

that Initlally units be committed with full atroﬁgbh. In OPERATION
MARXET rarn'trooja units had no sooner landed than they were engaged
with the enamy. Individuals who were not transported in the seme plane
with the main body of their platoen frequently had to'fig’h‘h fhrough
comidpﬁhle opposition in order to join their tactical unit, Too
frequently these individuals, ae such, were destiroyed before assembly
could be effected, This oxpenﬁive loss of manpower and oquipﬁent
would have besn conuider_ahly reduced if tasctical unity of troopa

oould have hesen maintained from the time of departure from th;a home
nirﬂeid through the jump and landing on the drop zone. The structural
deeign of the 0-47, principal troop trausport of OPERATION MARKET,
prevented thie in many ceases as the zhip lacked the capacity for a
platoon and full equipment., | |

2, DROP AND LANDING ZONES

The prineipel resﬁpply zons was loeated very near the perimeter
ef_th'a divieion area, near a large foreet from which the enemy could
cover the zone with small-erms fire as well as artillery while afforded
the cover and concealment of the forest. This enemy capability ine.de
recovery of eupply bundles indeed hazmardous, enabled onemy combat

patroles o ruin bundles falling on the zone, and prevented recovery

of bundles falling even a short distence outside the zones. Beceuse

of the close proximity of the ‘forest the enemy wee able 1o etege

surprise atitacks that nearly spelled disaster for the landing of

gliderborne reinforcements.
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3.. OBJECTIVES AND MISSICNS

L3

In addition to the staggering miesion of selzling seven important
croasing aites over three major waterways, the division was roquir_ed o
hold these crossings by manning a 25,000 yard frontege and ell key
terrain within the perimeter of the airhesd., Considering that
approximately ona—thi;rd of the infantry sirengih of the division was
required daily to recover resupply bundles, that enemy strong point
pockets of resistance had to be desiroyed in initially seizing all
key terrain, thet snemy combat patrols were capable af.penemting._
desp into the area through wnavoidable gaps in the thinly held
perimeter, it is felt that General GAVIN accurately described the
sucoessful accomplishment of the division mission as Bparginel®, It
is balieved that complete lmowledge of mission, high morele, esprit
de corpas, aggressive sinall unit lesdership, and individual initiative |
of troopers were factors thai enabled t.he division to at_scomplish
missions that might mo?a approprietely have been assigned two divieions.
4, DAYLIGHT OPERATIONS

The weapon of sui'priaa, desirable in all iypes of military
operations, im ab#olutely agasential in an airborne maneuver againat
an enemy still posssesing any degree of mobility and etriking power.
In the invasion of SICILY and NORMANDY night operaiions were necessary
in order to effect sufficient surprise, Fortwnstely hy September 1944
the enemy was capabls of attaining only the most temporary of local
air superiority and the important elemeni of -aurpria{g'ws.a cutweighed
by the desirebility of delivering troopa i.n_oonéﬁat;a.ted strength to
pinpointed zones in the immediste vieciniiy of their objestives, a
nevigetional impossibility for night flying. In the inveeion of SIOILY
and Nmf faulty narigetion resulited in troop carriers bresking
formetion. In the darknees over SICILY improper identificatien
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resulied in the shooting down of many plenes by friendly land snd
neval forees. Check-poinis could not be spotted end troopers were
dropped into the sea. In the grey dawn over NCRMANDY thgra resulted
a wide diﬁporsian of troocps which caused e canfhsing intermingling
of elments‘of various organizations. In the broad open day light
the air column of QPERATICON MARKET encountered none of these
diffiecnlties. Following routes plainly marked with .chghl:—points
the troop carriers prooeoﬁed‘ directly to their destinations and
with & minimm of exceptions diascharged parastroopers and equipmonﬁ
over proper zones.: exﬁatly as planned. In spite of the advantiages
acerued by this, the first large-scale daylight, azirborne operation,
the results would have been disestrous if a highly organized ground
defense, supported by armor, had sxisted in the immediate vieinity of
the drop zonea.
5. WEATHRR

Aithouéh er exhaustive atudy of the weather had preceded the
conclusion that the weather would be ideal for en airborne operation
during the latier half of September 1944, the experts were wrong.
Overcast nkiés prevenied badly needed airstrikes aganinst enemy armor
and ertillery, and delayed resupply end reinforcement. Recause of |
the w?ather resupply could not be effectod.with any degree of regulerity,
and a large number of bundles thut were dropped were relsased at such
high altitudes that they drifted into the hands of the enemy, Because
. of the weather the 325th Glider Imnfantry arrived four days later then
scheduled, causing the division to -‘he without & reserve during the
most critical phass of the operation, a factor that might very well
have caused defeat.

6. CAPTURED ENEMY EQUIFMENT

Dus to the repidity of the vertical envelopment, enemy gun crews

wore forced to abandon thers weapons before they could make the guns
50



inoperable or dispose of large stocks of smmmition. Thue - great
deal of ordpance was seized intact by the first wave of parairoopers,
A few of these wempons were immediately employed against the .enamy,
but the majority were left alone as they had been capwro_d. In
egpite pf yrevious experiencs, the unites apparently coneidered that.
&n arep once teken would never be lost. Unfortunately Germen counter-
attacks proved this consideration feulty, end once again the wsapons
changsd hands. Subsequent attacks by our forces were made against
the coordinated fire of these guns, and although the guns were
retaken, and this time praoperly and promptly demolished, the lesson
cost & number of lives,

7+ GROUND-AIR COMMUNICATICN

on D ¥ 1 the enemy anticipated the landing of gliderborne supplies
and reinforcements and as & result only i.i‘ter & decided effort by our
troops were landing zonee freed for the landing of ths gliders. Even
o, gliders landed and were unloaded emid intense mortar and artillery
fire, Many gliders with personnel and squipment were lost as a result
of thie enemy sction; a lose that might well have been nv;aidod if‘l
there hed bean'ndequato communication facilities svailable betweon
our forces on the ground end those in the air, Forces on the ground
should have bheen able to warn glider pilots noei to lend on the zanenr
covered by fire, but to land on other designated areas.

8. ARTILLERY SUPPORT

On D # 3 the enemy launched a coordinsted attack strongly
supported by armor and artillery all along the eastern end scuthsastern
border of the division zone. Slowly but surely our forces hed to with-
draw to the high ground. An enemy wedge 1,000 yards deep' penetrated
1,000 yardl. of frontags. (lose-in protection of rocked launchers and
anti-tank grenades failed to halt the enemy argor, Only after every

artillery battelion of the division directed fire on the penetration
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wes the enemy bemten out of the srea, In all probability this threet
would have severed the v:lt-e.l‘ GRAVE-KIJMBGEN highwey corrider, oau_aing
considerable delay to OPERATION GARDEN and possible defeat.of the

824 Airhorns Division, had sufficiemt supporting artillery not been
irmediately available,

9. DEFENSIVE FIGHTING IN TOWNS

On the night of 17 September a platoon frem Ahle CQompeny of the
508th Ia.t.tacked and destroyed a building housing the conirols for the
demolition of the NIJMEGEN BRIDGES. In so doing the plstoon wes
surrounded by an entire batialion of hosiile infantry. Taking full

advantage of protection offered by semi-destroyed masenry, the

platoon hastily formed a tight perimeter defenss and successfully
held the attacking eneamy at bay for nearly five days. During ihis
period the enemy employed morter, machine-gun, and smsll-erms fire

againgt tho pesition to liﬂtle aveil, PFinelly, with oniy a few

remaining roundes of ammamition, the platoon charpged the besieging
snemy, broke through, and returned to the parent unit.
10. AGGRESIVE SMALL UNIT LEADERSHIP

on D §¥ 2 forty-two men efficilently led by two junior officers
sucosssfully asssulted and captured an important hill held by an
. enemy force of two reinforced a@yanioa. Two 20 mm cennon and 500
rounds of ammiti&n, capiured in the attaelk, -ﬁoro turned against
the enemy and greatly sssisted in repulging his inevitable counter-ettack.
1B98CNS |
le In order to achieve the pgreatest efficisncy of erganizaticmal

unity so vital %o Mtrooparn entering fl.n'ho canbat inmediately after

Iandi.ng, 'hroop transporie shnuld_ he 8o dasigad to nccmed:.ta a full

i i 5 5 0 R Al + En T M i g e g

platoen with full battle aqui.man‘b.

Mt g s
2. Resupply drop aad landing zZones should be heated toward the

Rt R i RN R E LA RIS\, b i v S It s

interio? 3T an airheag; awey from heavily foresied atrees which might
W S TR TR
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harbor 'hho enemy,

e Lirbom divieions should mot be called on to uom'e _frontags

e TS

graatly i'n oxcess of that uaua.lly aseigned a regular infewtry divisiem,
Dl el B L T

- R A B T

because unlass the atrsngth of an extended front is dengerously roduead,

delay will result in the seisure of vital objlectives within the drhesd.

4 When friendly air has superiority end there is no formidable
hostils armor in the imodiato vicinity of 4the drop zone, the aurgr.ﬁe
achievable by & night oparation may be eutuoighod by the adventages of
vortics.lly enveloping the immediate vieini‘hy of the sbjective in
deylight. _

5. Because of sudden, unpredictabls, changes in the weather,
rf'fp_l’lquf gir mun& %;ngz bg'dfpggdent on good weather,

Wﬂmmm*!
6. Enemy equipment, captured intact, should bs desiroyed to

prevent recapture if it ie pot to be used to supplement our own

" squipment nor to be evacuated immediately for intelligence study.

7 Ldoquata grmmd-—air umnieatien :I.'s.e:l.l:i.tiel !heald beo prov:ldad

to diraet glider lendin g8 from the ground in event of mergemcy.

8, Until adeguate airborne armored vehicles can be dedigned

and preduced, preaent airborne artillory is indisgmnin.ble to0 defense

of airborne trcopu againat hostile armer, artillery, o'

clo A ORI 7 5
coneentra’c.im of enamy troaps. : .

ﬁﬂesﬁ ed masonry of towns cen afford a wirong -defensivo

pesition against mortar, s.r'hil}.ory, mhino-gun, and small-arme fire.
— e BRI . Lt el S0 By U L R I

10, A small unit s.ggroanivoly led ean attank md defeat hrgor

units ocmwing preps.red pelitionn on cmmding greund
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