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The Commando Raid on mepjpe, 19 August 1942
_ Introduction | - '
Sitﬁated betﬁeen two raﬁges of chalk hills at the
mouttd of the Arques river is located a small harbor city,
Dieppe. Ecclesiastical students may know of the ity o
becanse of the church of Saint J&equss erected there bétween"
the twelfth and sixtéenth centuries, gamblers of Franée, |
England and other ﬁ33tern Buropean ecountries remember Dieppe
beceusge of the famed.Caéino located there, but, ﬁhe Warld
War II'sbldier of Canada, the Coﬁmandos of Great Britain,
a few efjthe Fiéhting Freuch, the Free Poles and the American
Rangers will remember Dieppe because of nine hours of one day,
19 August 1942, . - _' |
During the suﬁmer_months of 1942 unconquered Briton
-was just beginniﬁg.to recover from the paraiizing blows of
the Nazi blitz on the continent of Europe and her armies
weTe engaged in a fighi for survivel onm the sands of the.
Sahara near El Alemain., England was répidiy besoming the
storehouse of'demﬂcracy,'gathe:ing streﬁgth for the things
to come and sniping at the German Fortress Europe with the
gallant RAT and daring ecormando raids all slong the coast
of Burope. | -
This monograph will deal with one of these ralds The
Commande Raid on Dieppe, 19 August 1942,
M&ﬁﬂ@.{e
" Before the Allied High Command could Tealize the ob-
jective of complete destruction of the Nazi war machine |
they realized that they had many things to learn, The many
omplexities of shore to shore movemenis of vasi bodies of
men and materlal had to be solved. What training was. neces- - yﬁ;

sary to give the soldier the bsst“change to live? What
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supplies were necessary to susiain tha'invaﬁing.irmiés?', E
What tools and how many would the soldier roquire° o
Since the evacuation of Dunkirk the German Armies haa
been busily engaged in fcrtifying the western eoast ‘of
Europe against the inevitable "second front.” However,
lest tha German grow placid with his succasses, the combined
Operatl@ns G@mmana better knewn as G@mmandos weg training
and gruwing unﬁer tha ‘ahle laadership of Admiral Lord Lauis
Mountbattep._ This daring. graup had cenducted raids on
Spitzﬁargen, to destrey a radib and weather statien; on the
island of Guernsey off the French eoast with the purpose ef
general destructlon- up the cosgst of Harway above: the Artic
Circle to Glonfjord to destroy a Hydre-electric Power sta-"
tion that was supplying power.fdr_one of the-largesﬁlélun4-.
inum mapufacturing plants in the coﬁnﬁry; to destroy the
submarine pens at St, Nazaire; end other raidé of a iika'
nature. (1) | | |
Most of these raids were small operations seldom
involving the use of an assault force ‘of over scveral hun-
dred men. From these small raids many developmants wgfe
realized toward the training of the Commandos and tha_Rangars,:
Thess deVelopments soon iere incorperated into thextraining
of every man in every Army amongst the Allies, |
Although the men and material for the opening of ithe
seﬁond’front was not yet available, the men,rshipping, and
equipment for a 1arge scale raid wes at hand. A msans.éf
"testing the enemy defensas in the west, his methods af
defense, and their quallty at the paint of a bayonet ‘and the
business end of rifle. Bieppa wag to be a test tabe invasion.T

(2)_(See_ﬂap A)

(1) A-6  (2) A-1 p. 110 A-~3 p. 415




. . |

n o {pazeecous) . p
The task was dangerous, but so is any operation in war,

and yet the lessons that must be revealed were vital. Plans
for a'lafge scale raid were begun early in Aprii,'1942.
Dieppe was chésen’from among the doéeﬁs of French coastal
cities because it seemed to be a féir sample of whet the
attaekeré would have to meet &t any harbor'along the 6oast
of France and a harbor was a must for sustaining ény.Army
in#aéing‘the German Empire of eonqﬁest and conquered.
Dieppe was a harbor being used by the Germans in the coastal
supply net, extensive.sﬁpply dumps, gas works, a power sta-
tien, a ﬁharmaeautical fectory and near by a raéie detector
station and an air field, All suitable-targefs. (3) (See
 Map C) _ | '

- In addition it was felt that a raid by a large force
being eaﬁductad‘during daylight hours uﬁdld”provoké the
Luftwaffe.inte.giving battle on a large scalef~rSomething i,
the Germans had not felt quite up to for some time. If a
large enough force of enemy air force could be decoyed into
battle and they could be destroyed, 1t seemed likely that
Herman Goering would have to switeh éome efihis air stirength
from ;he1Hnssian ffont'to the western coast thereby Telleving
gome of the pressure'bn our Allies, (4)

Coastal Defenses on the "Iron Coagt®

The'cbast‘liné about Dieppe was known as the“lron Goast?
,_%‘xnearly all ofuiggf;;;%;;;éfin th;gmareaﬂgg;pgggoggg of high |
| cliffs, mostly unscalable, broksen here and thefe by-nﬁrrow
fivefs as they empty into the sea, i\_'.i’hea chief of these is
the Argues, on which the town and harbor of Dieppe had been
.builtf' The mouth of the river forms a gﬁp something over &

mile wide, Stoney beaches lie at the base of rugged c¢liffs

' . . &
(3) A=1 p. 111 (4) A-1 p. 111




guarding the appreaches to the harbor. (5}

Toe this nstural barrier the Germans heave added coastal

defense batteries, plll boxes, automatic weapons amplaeementsr;;;‘

evary type of weapon,at'hig disposai. Of all of these defenses.
the two heavy cnastal_aefénse batteries, one near Puits to
thg east of Dieppe and tha‘ethér near Varenéav;lle to the ﬁast
of Disppe, were the most dangerous.-_Upless these-batteries |
‘gould be pﬁt out of aetian, all naval vessels entering the
harbor were in grave éahgar of belng sunk immediatély:and

the troops on the beaches and.in-thé town of Dieppe would
ﬁé'subjeqted to their méreiless fire. Fuily aware of all

of these dangers the planners worked on and‘in.due_course

the outlime of the plan for the assault was submittea.to_the
Ckief of the Combined Operation Command and was approved._
(51 (See Map C}

EQE_A§sau;§ queg

¥YPhe Canadians, supplemented by Commandos, were chosen
for the main part of this hszardous and honorable task!’
Mogt of the force of 8ll veoluntser Ganadians had been undar
arms fot the bast part-ef three years, They had left Canade
‘with the expectation of fighting with fha British Expedi~
tionary'Foree in France but hed arrived too late for that.
They expected to fight over the fields and through the towns
of England in a final last diteh stand and had ended up
' training‘and training and training, for three years, -Thej
- were as eager a group of fighting men as could be found any-
whers in the world., They were filled with an often expressed
desire to come face to face with the enémy;iget the job |
over and go home. They wére to have'their chahce.J‘The Royal .

Regiment of Ganadﬁ, the Essex Scottish Regiment, the Queen's
(5) A-1 p; 112 R




Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada, the Puisiliers Momt-Royal, ™,

the Royal Marine Commando, and since the uae‘oﬂjféﬁks_wag S len
part of the plan; the 14th Cansdian Army Tank Bétt&lién-had ;:ziiiﬂ,
been chosen from the lst Canadlan Army and tha Army Tank .gxiz{cgﬁx
Brigade, to form by far the larger part of the forae to Pl  nw'

TE A

attack Dleppe./ ‘Other units eomplettng the force were elé- :f /gfr E
. ments of ‘the Fighting French, Eree.Poles, and4fifty“Amarican : N
Rangers, 6 officers and 44 enlizted men, and two units ﬁf_
Commandos later aésigna_tea No. 3 and No, 4. The total |
“gstrength of the assaulting.forqe ﬁas epproximately 6,000
.men, (8] | '

Air elements, operating as a supporting unit, included
airnraf%.frcm all'eparaﬁion;:cnmmands of the RAF, aa,wﬁli a8
Gana&ian,lﬂéwRZealand, United States, Polish}_ﬂﬂeeh;_Horwegiah,
Beig;aﬁ end Fighting French. Naval sﬁﬁport inclnde&-ﬁé 7
vessels larger than destroyers. (7) |

False Dawn e .

As the spring of May turned to the summer of June,
¢lements of the Uanadiaﬁ 2nd Division found themﬁelﬂes on
the move, This one éeemed to have an under—eurrdnt; and
the fighting men could feel a new energy, & new drive énd
were intro&ueed to a new type of training,. Amphibious men-
,euverst/gemblaed-eperations landing practice with elements :

vaﬁ%m“ “of fhe Royal Havy, the RAF ovarhead British paratroops,-_.
Royal Marine Commandas Signal troops Ordnance men, and the
Hedics. Somathing new had been- addad in the openlng days of
June. Massive new Churehill tanks wers rolling from’ the
:sqnare noses of the ICT's, flrmng their guos, and clanking
back intoe the box~like ships that were nuzzling the beaches.
(6) A-1 p, 112 A-10 p. 67 4A-14 p, 147 (7) A-4 p. 256
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The entire area récked with the blast of huge'ﬂEmnlitién
charges as whole buildlngawﬁre tossed into- the air. (8)

The infantry was out every day, practising street
fighting, lobing grenades and firing their sten guna. (9)

On the 1lth of Junme the entire forca was loaded into
ships end sailed out into the chennel with units of the
Royal Navy hOVering protectively about, Batweeh tﬁo and
three hundred ships were in the convoy, tha 1argest invad-
ing armed foree to.sail the seas in modern history. For
several hours they sailed toward the coast of Fraunce and
for every‘revoiution of the prppeller theée tense fighting
men were spreading three rumors. We are attaeking Cherbourg,
Africa, Le Harve, By midnight the rumors had died and the
gess risen., The big boats were rolling and tossing. The'
time had come to go over the side into the 1ittle landing
eraft. Within an hour every man in the assaulting force
was seasick, but the ﬁévy_assémhlea their groups and headed
for'the'beaéhes ten miles away, They were ﬁn.hour late
landing but qncé ashore the tanks and supplies.were put .
on the beaches rapidly. For the.iﬁitial practice run every-
thing had gone fairly well, The force remainedron the beach
for eight-hours and withdrew to the bcats:tc re§urn to the
base port. In the training period that followed the aﬁphésis
was placed on the mistakes noted 6n the 'dry rumt, '(19}

. on the 23rd of June the second big practice landing
was held; There was a calm sea in the ehaﬁnel this night,
but the Navy errofzh in various groups of the landing oraft
in qavﬁgatioﬁ and in addition to being 1ate;7snéfbattaliqq
of Infantfytwas'trénSPértéd to a béaeh six miles frdm’the
one designated. The entire Infentry assault was delayed and
(8) A~18-p. .sas—aav (9) A-12 p. 299 (m) A-la p. 299-301
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the tanks 1anded ahea&‘af the doughboys; Ali-af ﬁhese
errora were but glimpses of things to cema in the eyas of
the eommanders and they were apprehensive. [11)

The troops returned to the various viaious types ef

treining alloted eaeh unit. On the 27th of June, the

Commanding Officer of the operation, Mejor-General J. H,

Roberts, called all the officers in the forse %o a araﬁaﬁic'
éoﬁference. ,Speakéng t0 several hundred at a timé'in‘a |
st;fiing room which had its windows blaékéd out and was
guarded by armed sentries, the general told them how the foree
wag to he disp@séd on the eoming reid and he apecified-the
the tasks of each battalion and unit, (12) |

He gave them every detail but did not neme the target

as Dieppe. There were not rany officers who ¢ould tall

from the model used for the orientatien what port it_was. {13) ff:.f

The German defense force in and arauna the port was
estimateﬁ at about bhrea thousand ”Eé;; who were labor
troops. ‘The lOth Panzer Division was believed to bp-at._
Amiens, sixty miles away, and it would probably be orderéd“'
“to Dieppe after the attack developed., {14) (Sée‘unp A) ‘

General Roberts stressas the air strength that will
support the attackers to each groups of officers that he
addresses. He_sﬁi&'there-wouli be an air'bombardmﬁﬁt of
meny of the'targets and thé Fighter Cgmmand would put!up
everything it had to give cover for the oparatian. H(lﬁ)

By 2 July the treaps were aboard their—ahips in- tha
harbors of southern England. When they were told that they
were going on a rdid they eheered ‘wildly, Up to this peint
seeurity had besn exnellant and there is now no need f@r'_
(11) A-12 p. 301 {13) A-12 p, %02 A-8 p. 39 (13) A-12 p. soa

(14) A-12 P. 302 (15} A~12p, 302,302
10
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security measures as the troops have loaded for the last
time. Mgps and photognaphs weTe issued all around. (16) '

On the Erd of July the ships are scattered in the bays Lw“&
inlets around the part/’"ﬁﬁeﬁéttacémhas heen planned for thn‘ 2r&“ﬁ 7
4th of July with H—hour at 0415 ~then came the mnssage
“Operation postponed twenty-four hours due to weather ccnﬂi-f:'
tions." That was‘ﬁhs first of foﬁr such peStpdﬁements'béfare
the heart breaklng news was received on 7 July at 103@. -“Thé'
operation had been cancelled beeause of unfaverable weather
‘¢onditions,” (17} _

- _Back to training et the many eampé and bitter disappoint-

ment over the “praetice ﬁieppe“ the raid that-might_hava |
been. (18) |

‘_The Grassigg :

Then on the nights of the 16th and 17th of August the
same troops which made up the original main attacking force-

Were ioaded,inte trucks and:rushed secretly to various ports
glong-thé sonﬁh_ceast, Only the senior offiéé?s knew that |
the raid was on again, with a few ehﬁnges. _British-éaﬁmando
units were assigned to thb.tasks-previously‘ﬁllotted to.
paratroope;§: Soﬁe of thé.unf9reseeable hazards of ‘weather
"could ‘this way be overcome., It was {elt that because éf_the '
strong winds the paratroops would lose much o0f their effect-
1veness:by being blown off ﬁhé drﬁp'zcnes in landing. (19)

This time'thejﬁeather was more kind end the two to
three hundred vess€ls carrying the force cleared the”pprts
and st&rﬁed orossing the chennel under the cover of ddxkﬁﬁSS.:

(20) -

Guarding the convoy weTe eight dGStrOyors, two of )JLW~L””°&

@30%1"

"'*-.

which served as headquarters and reserve headquarters f

118) A-12 p. 305 (17) A-12 p, 305, 306 (18) A-12 P se? :

(19) A-12 p. 309 (za) A-2 p, 704
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Motor and other gunboats, preceaed by mlnesweepers. (21)

Passage through the minefield was consi&ered one of
the danger spois for the operation. Leading the_convoy
wés the.gcmmand destroyer with General Raberts‘aboard. (23)

The minesweepers preceding the eonvoy_dragpéd 1ighted.

bouys every half mile in the slightly over four hundred
yard lane that they haa cleared, Air Commodore A. T. Ccle, et
representlng Ajr Harshal Leigh Mallory, who was in charge ’KW“A
of the aerial part of the attack, had flown over the channel
several nigh@ébeforé and had discovéred tha German.mine layers.
dropping theif éggs and later had observea German E boats
bearing into Diéppe and-had gotten an approximation of their
path.' Between his observations and the work of the minesﬁeepers,
the entire convoy passed through without in&ident, (23) |

"After the passags thrcugh the mine fleld the v&rious
groups of. ships started for their particular beaches, At
. about 634? the groups of Commendo who were to attack the
coast-defense battery-near Berneval ran into & small enemy |
fores of armed trawlers, The trawlers immédiatély_openeﬁ
fire on the hapless landing eraft and the gunbeat laading  . 3 .
them in. The gunboet was soon a shambles, the landing ocraft |
scattered,.and; the all impartﬁat element of surprise lost
for the attacking-pérty in the vi@inity;ér Berneval, if
not ror the entire enterprise. (24) (Sée Map o}
The Plan of Attack - | |

“The assault by the Army was.to be made by lending at
eighf places on the coast at or hear Dieppe. There”was to
be twe outer flankigttacks, one at Berﬁevaldby'the Ho, 3
CQmmandoaand the other at Varengeville and a point near the

(21) A-2 p. 704 (22) A-11 p. 87 (23) A-11 p. 102-166
(24) A-2 p.. 704 12 S .




mouth of the River Saane tia the west ’{ay the No. 4 Gomando}
‘In the sectors assigngqraaéh of the last two mentiomed units - ¥~
were two-coast-ﬁefenséibatteries.“ As hes already been.exu
plained, the fire from these twa_batterieé would maké it
| impossible fbr the ships to remain within theirzrange during
dayiight. The objéctive’of the Ho, 3 énﬁ 4 Commsndos was
to deﬁtroy these battefies. In addition-ie thg-two oﬁtar o
:rlank attacks, therelﬁggkto be two inner'att;eks.délivared
at Puits to the-eéét and Paurviile to the west éf Bi@pp&.’yn
- {25) (See Map C) | |
The Reyal Regiment of Canade was to land et Puilts,
destroy a-heavy aualfpurpose anti-aircraft battery, situated
some distence inland, and capture the hesdlend overlooking
Dieppe to the easﬁ{ “TPB South Sagkatchewsn Regiment was to
‘eapture Pourville and ;'simiiar headlend overlooking Dieppe
on'the weSt destroying}bn their'wag,a fadionetéctor station:
and a battery of light anti-airereft guns./ When this regi-
ment had seized the village of Pourville, the Queen's Own :
Cemeron Highlanders of Canada were to pasg through them,
move down the valley -of the Scie.river gnd_eapture the
airfield at St. Aubiny ﬂThe mein asseult was to be delivered
on the town of BiepperitSelf, the Essex Scottish Regiment :
being detailed to land on the eastern hhlf of the;lﬁﬁg
beacheand the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry on the western
-half.f“ﬁut at sea, ready in their landing craft, the Fusiliers
-Mont-Royal weTe to wait as a floating reserve. Behind the
Fusiliers were the Royal Marine Commando. 7 {36) (See Map C)
\AThe landings were to pe preceded by a shert and intense
‘naval bombardment¥or thé'beaeh. 1?80 rounds or appreximately

(25) A-9 p. 260 (26) A-10 p. 260 A-1 p. 115
Ay Pona-ng -




one round for every yard of beach. At the moment the landing

oraft were touching down on the beach a conceﬁtratéd attack . -
of cannon-firing Spitfires and Hurricénes was‘to be delivered
on the main defenses behind the beach at Biéppe:? A curtain‘
of fire snd smoke laid by aireraft was to spread bgtwéen the
headlands and special attention was to be placed on the east
headland where the heaviest enemy fires were expéctea.v‘as
soonuas the two régiménts had landed and cleared. the beaeﬁ,
the tanks wers to be pﬁﬁ ashors from the LGT'S,.enter the
town and surpprt the infaptry in seizing and hélding it'
while the various objeetifes'élready mentioned were being'-_

blown upl (27)
No. 3. Gcmmando at Begneval
Two beaches had besen selected for the 1andings of No.

5 Commando before Berneval._ (28)

~As hss alraady bsen mentidned theilanding cralt bearing
the eammﬁndosbfor the assault on the battery at Berneval -
had blundered inte armed Germean trawlera,‘ The gunbosat
leading the:landing.craft'ig,had been 80 severly damage&
thet it had been fdrced to retire and hed set eﬁurse'for
the ports of Ehgland aﬁ.a.épeed of six'knats, all she was

capabla_df. One of the landing'craft had been so severly

'damaged that it to¢ had been feree& to return, The Army
~ Officer on this landing craft had been killed as well as

all oﬂ\naval force, with the exceptlan ‘of the Haval comman-'
der, who had been gravely wounded, Commend was assumed by Lo
'a'Sergeant.’“USing a priamatie'compgsg, the boats com.pass=
being da@agéd, he swung her about anﬁ veached poTt six
hours laterf’ (29) |
(27) A-1 p. 115 (28) A-1 p. 118 (29) A-1 p. 118
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8ix lending craft made a landing at the east besch at
Berneval in broad daylight, tﬁantynriva minutes after their
seheduled lanﬂing time. The eneﬁ& was aroused and read?a
Under withering fire, the Commendo advencsd and stormed into
the fray. It was hers that Lisutenaﬁb E. D. Loustalot, ef
the U, 3. Rangers assumed command of the force after meveral
other ofrieers had been killed, The seme fate ‘was soon nis,
Within & ‘short time a large pefeentage of the unit had been
wounded ér killed, They eventually surrendered. . (30) | |
wﬁTheagh No. 3 Commando fared so 11l on this beackh, it
had a larger measure of success at the other chosen 1an¢ing
place. One landing craft‘lunder.the eémmand of Lieutenant
H, T. Buckne, RNVR, had on board it Major P. Young, with
two officers and 17 men, who formed the headgquarters party
of part of the attacking foree, Throughout the action at
sea, Lt. Buckee had maintelned a steady courss, aﬁd:had not
been seen by the enemy. At ten minutes paét ran, he and
those with him féun,d themselves aloneg and nearing the
beach atjthe—eorrect position, “Five'minutes before Zero
hour, the eraft $ouched down, and the party jumped to the
stoney heach( (31) {(See Map c) |
_ .*They'haﬂ with tham ten rifles, a Bren gun, sSix tommy
guns, three pistols and two mort®mrs with only a few ?ﬂg}: §J.
With these they set out to attack a battery helid, as thej
knew, by some 200 of the enemy, The only way to theﬁxop
of the clirf was a steep gully which, when they reached 1it,
. was found to be choked with wire.‘ They had‘neither Banggf
 lore torpedoes or cutters, with whiehﬂto _get through.

W
HoweverT, many ‘of the strands of wire were gtretched taut

(30) A-1 p. 118 (31) A-1 p. 119
| | L




and firmly attachad to the sides of the gullyf' ﬂp*this
barbed, uneertain rope they climheﬁ. It took them three~
quarters of_an.honr. On reaching the tap, they‘ho%gg thro-
ugh the:wnods?and‘grchnrds until they were in position to
attack the enemy. The battéry was glready firing at eur
ships at sea. The gallant little band was able to advance
to within 200 yards of the battery. (32) {See Map C)
Mhe rireﬁgg;gggﬁgggﬁggyﬂsoonfbeesga verj regged as
the Gommandc soldiers began to snipe thé gﬁnners. It was
impossihle to rush the battery, for the garrison out-nump

bered them by ten to ene, but thsy'were determlned to

f/\ prevent the enemy from shelling the ships at sea. Ivery
( tima & gun was re-loaded or a man moved they opened up
W
|

with their J%agons, Under this goad the Germana presently
turned-one of thair guns around, and opened fire.at point-

[ blank range on the'pérsistent attackers.‘ﬂit wasaimpessible,
however “to ﬁepress the mnzmﬁ;’sufficiently and the shells
whistled harmlessly over the heads of the eourageouns little

'ﬁ{ band.;TEearly two hours 9assed and ammnnition began to run
low, It was time ta go homs, Withﬂrawing in themanner they
had go often pract;aed followed at & respectf&l distance
by scme of the anemy,/they eventnally reached the beach.

Lt. Buckee had lain off shore under eonstant heavy fire for
threé hours. The Commando waded out to the little:vessel;

¢lambored abéard' and set sail for home, {33)

-

The Lang_ng At Puits

Beflected fram its course by the encounter with the
iGérman trawlers, the companies of the Royal Regimentvef
Canada arrived at Pults at 0450, They were ao'minutes late
(32) A-1 p. 119 ({33) A-1 p. 119 |
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and in broad daylight;—'The Roya1~Regiment of-Canada wag

doomed a8 their landing craft touched down on the beach.

‘ Led ashore by their officers most of whom became casualties

_ coming from the second wave landing shortly after the fffst..

{ &w‘i

in the first few minntes the men rushsd for the shelter or

the sea wall where they were presently joined by others

AT Foerir v A 4 M

d
The sea wall afforded no protectlon, enfilade fTire swep% it

Ifrom the left flank and the casualties began swiftly to
mount, ¥ {34} (See Map c)
pC D) “
Two companies of the Royals with the Commanding Officer

of the Battalion, L%, Col. D. E. Catto, had landed on the

' extreme right of the beach to the west of the sea wall under

L LW :
the c¢iiffs pf the headlands, They were met by heavy firef
7w
and immeaiately began to suffer losses. After eonsiéerab
I I ’ia; A e vae: Lo,

delay;_thej had lost their Bangalore torpedoes-—a small

- number out their way through the wire, scaled the aliff, and
o : H: :
 cleared the enemy out of the houses at the top., This party

consisted of six officers and fifteen enlisted men, They
were cul off by fire from the rest of the unit.- Hoping_tg

contact other groups attacking the center of Dieppe, they

- set out bnly to run into a strong enemy patrol. They sought

shelter in a wood and did not surremder until 1620 hours.
Y L ' , ' : : ‘ :
" It presently (became apparent the landing at Puits was

a complete failure, " A Succassion”dfréffcrts was made to .z
withdraw the troops: A number of landing ¢raft went inwﬂ’“”'wi

under vary heavy fire._ Onﬂ of tham, loaded with men, reaexved}

24 dlrect hit as she was moving out), and capsized%N Somﬁ of '

these men were picked up by light naval ¢raft a :ew hours

later, but the beach was khaki;ealored'with the bodies of

(34) A-1 p. 124 (35) A~3 p. 422
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gallanticanaaian'fighﬁers.' (38)
Ho, 4 Commandc & Yare ? ile
_ At daybreak, 19 August 19&8 He. 4 Commando, eonsisting

of 252 officers and-men;;including seven allied personnel, |

agssulted the 6-gun battary'at Varengeville..‘fhe positién_

was defended*by'an équél number of Germans, with all.the

_advantagas of® aanereta wire mines;, ceneealed machine guns,
dual-purpose Tlak guns and knowledge of the ground. They

'had two yaaré'ﬁoﬂgpffeot these.darénséa, end when the time

came they fought with the greatest determination, (5?)‘

o Sighted g0 a8 to fire at any ship epproaching within | ffg
9,000 Fﬂfds, the 6-gun battary at Varengeville had to be [
overcoms, It was to be sahjéeted to a double agsault similar
" to the plan of attack at Berﬁeval. No., 4 Gcmmandeﬁ)ﬂnﬂer

the command of Lt. Gol. Lord Lovat, was to land at two
points, one close to the little village vasterival, tha

ather nearly & mile away, about 600 yards from the uouth

of the Saene rlver: (38) (See Map B) ,

\\As has already been said, the asaault was to ba made
by two parties, What befell those who lgnded at_VAateriVal_
must first be deseribed, Under the command of Najor D.
' Mills-Roberts he roun Lendea ot %ﬁf-ég mated :aehind B
’

scheﬂnla. The cleft of the cliff chosen to advanee-through

wes choked with wire put their Bangalore torpedees ele&in- .
ated that The Bangalore torpedoes exploded just as a

squadron’ eame in to attaak the enemy and the noise at their

attack blanded with the explasion of ‘the tarpedoes. 3@h3\

en@mw still did not realize their immadiate preximity.

They were able to aﬁvanee 80 close tc the enemy that they

i2b
(38) A-1 p..-l-};.a-la . 328 (37) A-5 p. 38 (38) A-1 D. 129
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could hear the ecmianﬁs given to the enemy gunﬁer#. ‘This
Tire was rendered ineffective by a small party that detached
itgelfl frem the main particn of Group One upen reaching the
“top of tke cliff, Their mission was to cut the wires lead-
ing from the lighthouse that'was-being‘used as an'OP fdr the
battery. (59)'{833 Eap B) | “

_ Group One was able te aavance through the woeds to
posltions within 150 %o 200 yards af the German battery.
They imnediately opened fire and on the.seeond or.third round
of the accampanying ‘morir seetlan 8. flre was started in

the cordite charges anﬁ shells atacked alangaide the guns.
The explasicn put the batﬂhry out of action. As-the enemy
gunners were trying ta put eut the fire, snipers were taking
e terrifiec toiu of the harried derénders.‘_ﬁt this time the

~ prescribed signal of the second graup éf Ko, 4 Gemmands was
seén, amoke bombs wers Teleased and firing ceased so that
+the seeond;group'wsuld not be endangered by their cdmiadés;

- goordinated training was paying-orf. {40)

The second group of No. 4 Commando was by far the larg-
est, After landing on the beaéh near the mouth of the.Rivar
Saane, they subdued a pill box near the beach, pushed inland
following the mershy banks of the river. A%t a particular l_
bend in the river, identified from carefully studied serial
photo's, they turned ieft into the woods and were soon
| diractly behind the German battery. Wawo of the scouts of
the group came acress some 35 Germsn assault troops parﬁ of
the battaries garrison, who were rerming up hehind & farm-
nouse to form a farce-to.cannter-attack Ma jor Miils-Robe:ts
and his s%iping riflemen, and galling mﬂrtnrs, ‘The Garmaﬁa
- (39) A-1 p. 121 A-5 p, 47 (40) A-1 p. 121 A-5 p, 48
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were‘wiped.out-by tommy~-gun fire. (41)
As Colonsl Lovat and his men were gettin@'ready‘tc=

make their assault on the position, straffing, cannop-fir-

‘ing Spitfires, closgely pursued by defending Folk-Wolf 190'g,

’ attackeﬁ the battéries, The moment this was over the Gomman-

dos pressed home the attack (42)

. After crossing 250 yers of open ground, they passed over

wire entanglements on the bodies of %heir degd comiades who
 had fallen there. In a few minutes the entire garrison had

) been shat or bayonetad except four prisoners. After demol-,

ishing the guns, the Cormmandos laid their dead beside the
ruins and withdrew to the beach at Vasterival. (43)

At 0730 the attackers began to re~embark, wading oﬁt
neck deep in fast ebbing tide to reach thaifjboats, while

‘the wounded were ferried out in a rubber rawbaat. By 0900

every survivof of the unit was aboard ship and under way.
Although the casualties numbered sbout f£ifty, and the raid
wag but a2 small part of the entire effort the offieial
report declared that it "was earried out strictly aecordlng
to plan and may well become a model for furturg operations

of this kipd." (44)

_The Attack _of Pourville

- At about the seme time that the No. 4 Gommando was .
leunching their very successful attack, the Sauth Saskatche~
wan Regiment was landing at the little town of Pourville.

- Their mission was tb‘eapture Pourville, move inland and take

. i
and hold a derensive-pesitian'around Fqur-Winds Farm,"They
were algo to seize the headland on their left flank overlook-

ing Dieppe on the west;’ In the town of Pourville were

(41) A-1 p. 122 A=5 p. 49-50 (42) A=l p. 122 (43) A-1 p. 128

{44} A-1 p 123 A-3 p, 421
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strong anti-aircraft batteries and-a raﬂio-&eteetor station
that were to be knocked qut. (45) (See'Map c)

Through the South Seskatohewan bridgehead, the Queen's
Own Cameron Highlanéers of Canada weré to pass threugh.énd
_ gtrike iﬁland, marrqup with some of the Calgary Regiments
Churchill tanks on the high ground southwest of the_port,
and advance on the airfieid &t St. Aubin, some thre&_anﬁ one
half miles from Pourville. In the final phase théy were to
move out via the main beaches, (46) (See Map C) -

The actual_landing of the South Saskatechewan Regiment
eneouﬁtered little oppesition until the man.wére ashcré,-anﬁ-
as at Pults, a ses wall divided the beach., This sea wall
was scaled with ﬁ 1adder, a couple of piliboxns were knocked
out, and the? started to move Iinland under the cover of a
smoke screen, (47)

At about‘osoo hours a road block was encountergd end
wes oversome only after a fierce Tire fight; While this
wﬁs'going:on other elements of the Regiment moved on into
‘Pourville, wiping out the‘anti-a1reréft battries and the
radio-detéctér station on the'why.' (48)7(863 Map C)

Py : 3

‘\Twé doﬁ;énies then attacked on through Pourville until
they reached the bridge ovér the.SQie rivar,- Here they were
held up by.heavy morter and-machine-gun fire. Gallantly
lead by their Commander, Lt. Col, C, C., I. Merritt, they
,foréed their way across the bridge and pegan their assault
on‘the-pillbcxes guarding the Four-Winds Farm, - The piilbaxes
were eventuélly captufed,'but only after many caau&ltiés had

been suffered and the entire morning had_passﬁd. The Four-

‘Winds Farm itself was never taken, and it's garrison was
(45) A-1 p. 126 (46) A-3 p. 428-423 (47) 4-1 p, 126

(48) A-1 p. 126
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still fighting‘vigorouslj when the-signallto withdr&ﬁ'waa_
received. (49) (See Map C) .

Some forty minutes after the South:Saskatcheﬁan Regiment
had lanﬁed,'the Quéen's Own Cameron Highlanders of Canade
landed and advanced rapidly through the area previoualy
secured, One company was left behind to reenforce the South
Sﬁak&tchéwan’s east of Pourville.' The remainder hsadaé Tor
the St. Aubin-airport, following the Segie River o avoid

_ enemy fire, KNowhere in this area had the Ganadians'met any
ﬁ_u?‘ _-tanks, By all plaﬁs; the tanks sheuld have been ehcauntered.
6 (50) (see Map G) |
There was & good reason. One Company of the South
Saskatchewan Regiment had captured the headland qverlbaking
the Dieppe beach according ﬁo plan, ﬁut theﬁ theﬁﬁeimans had
caunter-attackeé. The anemy far outnumherad ther@anaﬂians B
and had soon rscaptnred the all impartant headlanﬂ overlooking
.the Dieppe beaches end the beaches from which the attsckers _
of_Pourville_ﬁould have to reembark, Wounded men were already
Eeing carried back to the beaéh by this time, At 1045 hours, |
when the landing craft came back to take them away, the boats
met heavy fire, Only one was sunk, The rest had to lie
-fairly'wéll'offéhere while thﬁse-men who could do So swam
out across 150 to 200 y&fg ol open water,'after orossing an
‘equal streteh of unprotected beach. (51)'
| By this time the South Saskatchewan Regiment had received
'the signal to withdraw, and had started back to the beach -
under heév? attack by the enemy forces; During'tha ra-em-
barkation, whick took mofe then three hqurs, Lt. Col. Merritt

and his remaining men from the Queen‘ﬁ_@wn Cameron Highlanders
(49) A-1 p. 127 A-7 p. 94 (50) A-l p, 128 (51) A~3 p, 423
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ef.canada, attacked tha_maehiﬁe—gun pést scourging their
bveach from the west, and silenced it. They formed an im-
profised rear guard %o defend a perimétér'behind which all
the wounéed and other survivors of the South Saskatchaw&n
Regiment and the Queen's 0wn Cameron Highlanﬂers of Ganada.
could safely embark, Their defense continued until the
Ilast man embarked. They surrendered about 1500 hours, when
all of their smmnition was gone. (52)

\ Throughout tﬁe ﬁssault'and the evaeuation, ccvering
fire had been provided at frequent intervals by the-Royﬁl
Navy, and many attacks were made by our air sqﬁadrens. 'Evea
though the protective cover of the R.A.F, was seemingly in-
penetrable a few German planes a4id manage to slip threugh

and discharge their bombs at the tiny landing craft. {55}
The Mein Effort

'Meanwhile, the main effort was being madé on the beach
at Dieppé. Landing on the eastern beach, was the Essex |
Scottish Regiment and on the right, was the Royal Hemilton
Light Infantry. The site'ghosejfor their landing stretbhed

westwarﬁ from the breakwater and ended near the cliffs

Ny
C

topped by the_Casina. - Beyond the beach, from.which it was o~
divided by a sea wall, rén the'Boulevard Marshel Foch on —at '
one side of a park stretching iniand to the Boulevard Verdun. |
'The boulevards were lined with houses and hotels that the
Germans hed strongly fortified. The infantry's task was {o
seize the beach, neutralize the enemy defenses, and c¢lear A

" the way for the Churchill tanks, (this was the first time

that these tanks had been used in any aetian]-¢¥gkware to

come into town and supporit the infantry. Some of the

(52) A-1 p. 129 (53) A-1 p.l29
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elements were to pass thfough the town and jéin‘thé’Quéﬁﬁ;s'
Own Cameron ﬂighlandars of Canada in their attack on St.
Aubin airfield. The 1nfantry was o hold Dieppe while ether
forces carried owt important demoliti@ns. {54) (Sea‘Hap G?
~ As the Essex Scottish and the Royal Hemilton Light
Infantry came intu their beaches tagether, the destroyers at
sea opened up with a sheort but intense bombardment of the'
beaehas-‘and as their fire ceased, some sixty gannan-firing
Spitfires and Hurriaanes shot up the houses along . the rrent
While this was going en, the eastern headland above Diappe
Harbar was being screenad by smoke dropped”by thrse aquaérans
of Boston and Blenheims, bamberg, 'Immédiate tire sﬁgpart.wﬁs :
RPgEQEJ’%y special oraft which went in very close. Tﬁmy.weré
all hitlby the enemies batterias and one vessel was sank; (55)
\Gn reaching the beaches, the Bssex Scottish R&giment |
‘and the Hoyal Hamilton Light Infantry rushed forward, but,
a8 with -the Royal Bagiment at Puits, they came at onee under
fierce frontal and enfilade fire. The ﬂefenses in the
houseg behind the promenége had been subdued but -not silenaed
by the naval and air bamblngs,.and,the guns-were still in
ag-tion.” As the smoke soreen began to drift away fré_m the
eastern headlands, manykguns, samé gf larger‘cﬁlibers, mount-
ed in the caﬁes of the.headlénéa, began taking their tole ef
the attaekers. (58} (See Map C) '

On the eastern side of the baaeh the Essex Sc@ttish
Regiment had besn stopped by the ssa-wall at the esplanade -
and was taking leveru easualties from the gunms ef the de-
fenders. However, a small party eventually made their way
into.town. They were presently jcineﬂ by a party ef anal

_(54)-&-1 p. 132 A-3 D. 424 (55) A-1 p. 132 (56) &-l_p. 133
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-Canadien Engineers, Bangalore torpedoes of the Infantry
jdined with the demolition charges of the Ehgineers to blow
‘up near by pillboxeS'-killing'the defenders‘in the Casino =
iteelf, and destroying a 4 ineh gun. ‘The group“a?entuﬁliy
were able to work thef&gkhgﬁgé a ehureh & short distanee |
away, but, haing unsuppﬂrted eould go no rurthar. (57}

- While the feot soldiers were fightlng their way thrdugh
the. stubborn eneny éefenses tank-landing graft’ were approach-
ing the beaah. Abvoard the six LCT'a,were the enginesrs and
some mbmbers'of_the beach parties, The Englneers were
ordered to destroy the tank Qhétghleslﬁhat«might be blocking
the streeis of_Biep?e'that'the tanks waertc sedvance through,
As;they approached the beach they were brought under heavy
fire and é%g¥§ ereft bearing the tanks was'hit, one 31nk;
and another ran aground flaming, end remained beached. De-
spite this, all but two of the tanks were successfully landed.
(s8) ' o

The second wave of 10T's came under even heavier fire -
& half hour later. Amegher LCT was sunk and all remaining
craft raeeiﬁed many hits that caused casualties amnngst'the'_
orews, In all, 28 tanks were landed. (59) |
5 A numher of the tahks succesded in getting over the
wall, but were not able to proceed furtheﬁ because of the
bloeks in the streets leading into tewn. One tank, however,
‘smashed thrmlgh s house anﬁ got .’mto tm,” with perhaps one
or tWo others follawing. (80)
| u By 0630 hours, Ma;@r-&eneral Rebcrts aboard his ccmmand
destroyer, the H.M.S, Calpe, was well gware the ;itnation-

was not developing as planned, -No word had been received

(57) A-1 p. 133 A-3 P. 424 {58) A-1 p. 133 A-3 p. 425
(59} A~-1 p. 133 (eo) A-l P. 135 |
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from the beaches at PuitS'or from Bernaval. Hawever the

situation seemed to be encouraging in the ares sbhout Pourville.

The report of the Buﬁuess af the mission et Vasterival had )

been received. Althaugh the reports from the main beach
vere spotty, the report Had been received that the tanks had
gotten ashere ‘but net that they had been able to mchieve sa

little, Intent on aeeomplishing a8 much as passible the
conmander deeided tp throw in one element of ;he_reserve.
The Fusiliers mOnt-Reyai_ﬁere to be used in aﬁrattempt to
se#ure the eastern headlanﬂs. (81}

The Raserves Are Committed

The Fusiliers landed shertly after 0700 hours. The fires

of the German-defenders was as fierce as ever, and forced

the attéekers_to seek cover. Some gained protegtién fraﬁ_

the wfecked tanks and others_drepped into the few hollows of
the beach that they coﬁld find. Part of‘the force had been
swept by a strong westerly tide to the western half of the
beech near the Casino, By this time the Casino was in the
hands of the Canadians, The groupe that landed omn the

- extreme western flank of the beach found themselves beieath

high unscalable cliffs, They were'cdt of't withou%-room to -
maneuver and were being flred on by machine gun and mnrter
fire that they could not ‘engage. After taking heavy aasu-
alties rér'almcst Tive héurs, with over a hundred wounded,
they wera-fefeed to surrender ahoét noon. (62)

.The men who had landed near the Casino were able to
organize in the Casino énd puah.into fhe town., One group of

eleven men, under the command of a Sgt. Dubuc, pushed into

' the town, destroyed an enemy machine gun nest and eventuglly

(61) A-1 p. 136 (82) A-1 p, 136 A-3 p, 425
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arrived at the inner harbor. Here they killed br wounded‘éll
the Germans seén on.the bargés and smail'craft'lying there.

- Shortly afterwsards, they met“ﬁuperior Germen fﬁrces, aﬁd be-
ing out of ammuniﬁiaﬁ, were forced to sﬁrrendérﬁv (65}-{See
| Map C) . _ | | ‘ |

' The Germans made them take off their.clothes; lined them
up agéinét a wall, and 1eft & 8ingle German soldier to gqard
them, Sgt. Dubuo diatr&cted-the sentry‘a attentibn; and asg
goon as he bhad turned his:head the Canadians fell on him,
killing him with their bare hands. On attempting to return
to the besch, some of the men became lost, but others made
their escape./_, (64) | .

Wine efforts of the Fusiliers to capture the eastern |
headlands ﬁere futile, but General Roberts did not know this,
Shortly_after.O?QO he decided to reinforce again, this.time
‘with the Royal Marine Commsndo. By this time he knew that
the heévy battery at Varengeville had been deétroyed, ;hai
the Gamefons were throggh Pourville, which was in the hands
of the South Saskatchewan Begiment, that the Casino in front
of Dieppe was captufed, and, that the tobécco factory, té—
gether with other buildings in the center of the German
defenses behind the promaneade was on rire.//(ﬁﬁ)

 Thefe geemed to be ;lreasonable prospect that the Royal
Hamilton Light Infantry, if reinforced, would be able to |
capture the western héaéland._ Thélﬂayal Harine Commando'qg'
went in to try. (66) | _ | :
| The Rbyal Mﬁrine Gammandq was composed of Fighting
Prench selected and trained for this operation. (87) .

By the time sufficient 1anéing-craft_gégﬂavailﬁble to

(63} A~l p. 137 {e4) A-l p, 137 (85) A-31 p, 137
(68) A-1 p. 137 (67} A-1 p. 137 .
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land the foree, it was after 0830. As the landing boﬁts
sailed. in, s smoke screeh was laild down to gover their landé
ing. As the first landing craft came through on the shore
edge of the screen, every enemy gun'withiﬁ_range, from the
lightest anti-aireraft to the heavy guns on the haadiands,
~cpened up at full blast, .Few from the first lending eraft
arrived at the shére_unhurt; The officer in chérge of thé-
landing forees, Lt. Col, J, P. Phillips, decided to halt the
landing if at all possibie. ‘As his own craft approached the
beach, he pulled whita gloves over his héﬁds to meke them
more visable, jumped up on the exposed foredeck, and began
signaling the other boats to turn back. As the hoat& turned
in obedience to his command, Lt, Cel, Phiilips fell mortally
wounded, His life had saved two hnﬂdred. (68) '
“ By nGW'it'was obvioﬂé that the headlands to the‘east

and west of Dieppe would not he_capturéd in time to permit

an entry into the town. It was decided to withdraw these who -

had been assaulting them and the town sd intrepidly.'ffegl'
The Withdrawal | Y
Flying:thraugh a hail of anti-aircraft fire, R.A.F.
Bostons dropped.aﬁoke that soon cé?ered the entire area be--
tween the two headlands., (70} '_ |
Under this ptotective eover, the Royal Hamiltcn Light
Infantry slowly fought their way back to the shére;_ With |
them were saﬁa units of the Fuéiliers Mcﬂt#ﬂqyai.. These men
held the Casino until the last moment, withdrawing only when
'1mperi€&vs orders were issued. (71) '
Covering the withdrawal were the Gaigary tankers;
Shortly after 1100 the senior officer present calls to his

(68} A-1 p. 139 A-3 p. 427 (69) A-1 p. 140  (70) A-3 p, 427
(71) A-3 p. 427 . . _




tanks; "Take positions to cover the beach as much ag possible}“

(72)

So the tanks come waddling out of the town onto the

esplanade, covering esch exit to the park and the flanks of

 the beaeh, eompleting their final move by noon. (73)

The enemy fire,'particularly fram-thé héavy morters and
light mobile artillery, is inereasing., uotorboats and &ss—
troyers ere foaming into the Dieppe beaches--the supparting
flank operations athuits and Verengeville have already been .
withdraﬁn, Detaehmsﬁt_by ﬁatachmenﬁ,_the Royal Hemilton Light
Infantr?'ﬁnd the_Essex-Scottish--what 1s-left-oflth¢m-aséurry.
to the bosts. The Mont-Royal are co;ering the withﬁrawal as.
best they can, receding inch by inch, hanging om from house
to house; holding the fringe ér town until the wounded on the_
beaches can'he gotten off. And the tapks from theii 1as£
stand bellew defi&nce and belch covering smoke as’ grey-green
uniforms £lit through the rubble as Eazi artillery and
mortars hail death. (74)

. The Mont-Royals are_brsaking contaét now, Let's listen

‘in agaln t0 the tanks as the last of the infantry get away.'-
(75}

‘MAny ALC's coming in?" asks aquadroh.
“Yés, one, There's an ALC sinking right of the promon-

tory,“ 1It's the beach eemmander answ&ring. "Our aircraft

will try to keep.support constant. They 88y thay'll -do thelr _ 

best, Use smoke," _

) "Good, TIf they make one good effort.we'll be all right.
Keep coql'and ﬁe'llaget off all right." He adds to his tanks:
"Keep upfthe'sniping, next is to get'off. Acknowledge."

(72) A-13 p. 49 (73) A-13 p. 49 (74) A-13 p. 49
(75) A~13 p. 49 .
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All troops acknowledge.

"Do ws 1eave and destroy all vehiclesv" asks one tankér.
- "Yes, Abandon tanks when the boats touch down.
. From Squadron B comes another query. "Does that apply
to us as well as you?" - |

';"Definitély, ‘T forgot I was in commend,"
Beach breaks in with the admonition: W"If you abandon
tanks you must bring Bena end tommy guns with you.

"When are they coming?"

"They're doing all they can to get them in, but it may

take some time. Suggest you stay in tanks,"

‘At 1211, after some querying om availability of boats

équadren reports to hig-tanks: "There are 8 eouple_(of motor-

"boats) waiting to cdme in, Use more smoke and wgrcaﬁ gb
aboard., When the opportunity presemts, you may_ieava'and get
off." o
1Do we'waiﬁ for an drder?"_
"No, do it on your‘ﬁowef,"
' "Do we leave tanks?" A bit wisﬁfﬁl, this question, as
any tanker will understand. |
'"We'va got to leaVe'tanks."
Beach breaks in: "Do we close down?"
"Where are you? Counters squadron,

"By the moterboat W1th the wounded.,"”

- "You are in a covered spot. Prefer you stay open a little.
longer.,"

"Is there much you oan'seé°“

nI*ll be seeing you in the Starboard Club again. We're -

going to take cover 1n the smoke.®

It is now 1219, A troop commander of Sqnadrcn B calls:




"Do we hold on?"

Squadron comes back: "Yes, Hold on and decide for
yourself when to close down. my guns and ammunition are gone,
I ecan do'ne more gooalon the beach. Leoad by erews on the
eraft,. .

One tank to another: "Number Seven Ack]! The rear of
your tank is on fire,™ |

One tenk to another, at 1226: "Yes, we can give you
cover. Are you going to evacuate right now?"

| The troop commander to his troops: "Are you all out of
action? The answer is unanimous: "Yes."

Squadron to beach, at 1227: "Can you see me?"

"Yes, I can see ﬁou, too."

"Be sure your party bring the rest of the ammunition,”
reminds beach at 1231. "We need it."

At 1235 é noise like & laboring starter is heard by the
monitoring station, Then silence, The 14th Calgary Tank

Battalion had accomplished it's mission of covering the with-

drawal, (76)

There were s8till others on the beach that were not des-
tined to join the convey and steam back to Briton under the
protective cover of the RAF, Among these were many doctors

and orderlies of the medical corps, who had done perhaps the

'most hercic job of all, Unarmed, defenseless, and unprotected,

‘they labored throughout the battle to ease ihe wounded and
comfort the dying, One by one they saw other units taken off
the beach, and out to sea and England; yet they stuck uncom=-
plainingly to théir tasks until there were no more wounded
to tend or boats to carry them away, (77)
(76) A-13 p. 49-50 (77) A-3 p. 428
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The smoke screén that had a few moments before been a
help now proved a hindrence. Landing craft were unable to
locate the small groups of survivors, and finally had to with-
draw because of the terrific curtain of fire that the Germans
were maintaining, (78)

| The last ship to leave the ares was the destroyer with
General Roberts on board, His destroyer went in to the beach
in a final attempt to pick up any men who might be in the
water., This lone destroyer was the sole target of every
weapon the enemy could bring to béar. Machine-gun bullets
ricocheted cerazily from the steel plates around the bridge,
Now and then men were gspotted c¢linging teo rafts and wréckage,
and hoisted aboard, As the destroyer was moving out of the
harbor & Folk-Wulf 190 penetrated the fighter sereen, raked
the ship from stem to stern with it's eight machine-guns,
and dropped & bomb, That was the fifst time that a Folk-Wulf
had ever been used as a dive bomber, and cne of the few times
that day that the Luftwaffe had been successful in penetrating
the fighter sereen. (79)
Accompanying Ajir Action

In the original planning, it was hoped that the raid
would provoke the Germsn aireraft into rising and giving battle,
The Luftwaffe met the challenge. With the coming of dawn ﬁhe
German fighters began appearing, antil 50 to 100 were at the
secene, By 1000 hours the bombers made their asppearance, At
this time the RAF was over the area in great‘strength and they
maintained their strength over the area until nightfall, mIn
addition to the shooting-up of the houses behind the promenads
of Dieppe and the laying of smoke over the eastern headlends,
(78) A-3 p, 428 (79) A-1 p, 144 |

32



and for the withdrawal, a constant and very efficient air
umbrella was being malnteined above the Naval Foreés.uiﬁot
many of the enemy aircraflft were able to'penetrafe this curtain.

(80) |

ﬁ*Thengh damage'was caused by near misses to seversl craft,
the only major ship sunk of the force was the destroyer '
Berkeley. Shortly after 1300 hours a Junkers 88 had jettisoned
it's load after being attacked by & Spitfire, By ill luck,
the Berkeley happened to be underneath when the bombs fell,
Her bridge was destroyed and she received a fatal blow.d({al}

Atrloso hours, the American Army Air Ecrce_sant 24 |

Plying Fortresses, escorted by four squadrons of Spitfires, to
bomb the.airfielﬂ at Abbeville, This airfield, the nearest
the enemy had, was hit‘with such good effect that 16 sireraft,
at least, were destroyed or damaged at the dispersal points,
and the airfield itself put ocut of action for a vital two
hours., In addition, the controilers for the whole of that
- fighter srea appear to have been killed or wounded, fof_the
control remained out of action until the evening, when a new
and unfamiliar voice came on the air.” (82)

W Throughout the action, up to the hour of withdrawal, the
Alr Force received.frsquent requests for curtains of smoke to
be laid, mainply on the eastern headland, for batteries to be
pombed., These requests were met to the limit, Many had |
been anticipated, for Vice-Marshal Leigh Mallory, in his head-
quarters at No. 11 Group, coﬁld see with great clarity every
move of the battle as it took place before him on the map,
Throughout the opsration he knew exactly what was happening
and was able to antlcipate every move of the enemy in the air!

(80) A-1 p. 141 (81) A-1l p. 141 (82) A-1 p. 142
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Altogether, his aireraft made over 2,000 sorties, Among them,
gpecial mention must be made of the reconnaissance aircraf?t
of Army Co-operation Command, two squadrons of which came
from the R.C.A.F, .These Americen-built Mustangs ranged far
and wide:cver Northern France, It was smong them that the
heaviest casualties were sustained, for they were flying alone,
outside and far beyend‘the main arsa of air caver.”rln addit-
jon to this, they were subjected to intense anti-aireraft fire
from friendly units, the Mnstangs elosely resemblied the
uesshersmidt 109, (83) .

% Between dawn and nightfall, 93 German aireraft were known
to have been destroyed--43 of them bombeéers, a further 44
probably destroyed, and 148 demsged. The evidence seemed to
indicate that the German loss in aircraft destroyed may have
been as high as 17C.h'This represented between a quarﬁer and
cne third of the eunemys front line strength at that time, The
Royal Airforce losses were 98 machines and 68 pilots. (84)
Home Port :

Lead by the H.M.S. Calpe back through the mine fields,
the return trip to England was mostly uneventful, due to the
cover given by the Royal Air Foree, Despite the overcast
weather, the Luftwaffe made several determined attempts to
bomb the weary men on the ships, but all were successfully
peaten off. Shortly after midnight the ships had all return-
ed to the ports from which they had sesiled., (85)

The following dey, newspapers in the United States were
'prone to exaggerate the partieipation of United Stateé troops
in the réid. Many carried splash headlines saying, "U.5.
Troops Land with Commandos in Biggest Raidl", "U.S. and

(83) A-4 p. 274 (84) A-4 p, 274 (85) A-1 p., 145




British Invade Francel!", "Tanks and U,3, Troops Smash at
French Coast!™ This certainly had a very poor effeet on our
allies who had carried the brunt of the losses on the raid,
and who were informed that omly 50 U.S. troops had partie~
ipated. English newspapers carried the headlines, mentioned
above, ln their own newspapers, ﬁith the statement that they
expressed the sentiment of the American newspapers., (86)
(88) .Aull P. 68

Analvais and Critiecism

| In studying the 26 different volumes of books, maga-
zines and newspaper articles, ﬁoth officisl and unofficial,
the first thing that struck me was the tremendous losses
ineurred in the operation,

After the oPeration“the Canadian government announced
from Ottawa that of the 5,000 Canadian troops engaged & total
of 5,550#§£f1§d)wounded or missing, Subsequent anncuncement
raised the total to 5,3'?2.” Remember this report covered
only the Canadian losses and did not include the losses of
the RAF, the Royal Navy, the Commandos, the U, S, Rangers,
the Fighting Erench or the Free Poles.-

After considering the losses incurred, consider the
objectives that were accomplished: 1. The destruction of
one heavy coastal defense battery at Varengeville. 2. Des-
truction of the Radio-detector station at Pourville, |
3. Only minor damage on the c¢ity of Dieppe and the surrounding
areas, In view of the concrete objectives galned the raid
can only be clasgsed as a fallure.

Let ue examine the reasons for this failure,

At Berneval the vessels carri¥ing the assault troops

were scabiered by the clash with the German armed trawlers
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and the enemy was alerted in that sector. The assault on
the position was delayed and disorganized. However, one
landing craft was successful in carrying out its mission,
to a limited extent, The Commander of_this small group did
not have the means available, or did not use them, to

request reinforcements, and the reinforcements could have

been available from the floating reserve,'to capitaliie on

the defenders weakness in the ares,
At Puits, the Royal Regiment of Cansde landed 25
minutes behind the planned schedule. Eg&\no attempt Wa.s

made to change their landing to ancther point cther than‘j\

directly into the guns of the defender ye p’the eoncealment

- afforded by darkness had vanished with the rising sun,

I feel that paratroops coﬁld have been used much more

efficiently in that particular area. Then, even though the

time table had been interrupted, a foree would have been
available to attack the enemy batteries in the area and to
assigfﬁhe mein force in their lending.

At Pourville, the vital terrain feature was the western

- headlands, This fact was not recagnizedAin the planning

and when the Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders passed through
the area, & company was left to reinfofce around the Pour-
ville area. This unit could have bee% put to a better uss
in reinforcing the South Saskatchewanfé on the headlands,

On the main beaches the basic plan of attack was a
frontal assault on a fortified pcsition. Military history
has proven time and time agasin that this is the most eXpen-
sive method of attack used in warfare. Here too, the Calgary
tankers followed the.iﬁfantry onto the beaches before the
infantry had had an opportunity to knock out the enemy
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anti;tank defenses. Had the tanks been successful in
getting off the beaches they would undoubtedly have been
reatricted in their movements within the city because of

the street blocks constructed by the Germans, I believe

that the tanks should have been held in a reserve status
.until a successiul landing had been established, and then
committed. This could have been accomplished at Pourville.
Here the tanks would have been free to maneuver and better
employ thelr weépohs in support of the infantry in a flanking
assault on Dieppe. _

Smoke was used very effectively in sereening the
movements of our forces from the enemy botﬁ by therground
troops and by alrcraft.

In the matter éf defense of a fortified position, we
‘may learn several things from the German failures at Varenge-
ville. The German failed to provide parallel lines of com-
munieation. When the commandos cut the wire lines to the
battery positions the observation post lost its effective-~
negs and the battery could not fire effectively. Fadio
- should and could have been used. Also the German did not
provide any security detachments rnr this battery position.

Many of the P-51's or Mustangs used by the RAF were
subjected to anti-aireraft fire from their Oﬁﬁ forces, This
clearly demonstrated the need for a better program of &iIQﬂ#%jL

recognition,

-
Ry

On the level af{highﬁtheater‘eemmand an attempt should
have been made to properly orient the newspapermen of smeller
units that are partiaipaﬁing in any combined operation. The
impression that'any one member of the team is trying to gain
all of the glory of any operation must be avoided. American
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newspapers created a very poor impression on our Canadian
neighbors and our English Allies with their poliey of over
emphasis on the American participation in the raid.

Lessons Learned

1. BSurprise against a hoétile shore is usuallj impog=-
gible to attain. _

- 2. Bach 1andihg ceraft should carry some meansg of radio
communicatlons to the headgquarters ship.

Se Goastal defense guns must have adequate protection
within its own position when placed on & shore subject to
the attack of an enemy.

4, In the attack of a well defended position in day-
light hours, heavy casualties must be expected and planned
for.

5. Key terrain features must bg giezed to prevent fire
and observatlon S;Jthe enemy. —— o
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i m
6. After seizing key terrain features 1t must be
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expected that the enemy Wlll counterattaek 1mm£d1até”y'and
- . _— —

W " .
¥ viggrmusly. )

7. Key terrain features must be reinforced to with-

[—
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_stand and repel-any counterattack the enemy can bring to bear,
VTN

8. Smoke can be used effectlvely to screen movement

s

and prevent abservation by_the enemy;"wuﬂ'TWL
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9. The attack on an enemy-pcsitien that is well forti-

Tied must be preceéded by a saturation bombing attaek.
10. Large ealiber naval guns can be used toc give clpse _
support to the infantry in the attack of a fortified position.
11, The maln attack on a fortified position should be

A Y AT A TR A T s o DTl AT

-from the flanks and not a frontal attack whenever passiﬁie.

— ] AR

12, The plan for any operation must be flexible anﬁ'the
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commander mist remember that the plan is flexible.
13, Self-propelled artillery should follow the infantry
to give close support after the beaches have been sleared,

14, Tanks should not land until anti-tank positions

= = ik b TR AR pw\rw*m s
have been knocked out and the beach cleared of obsticles,

15. Every man engaged in the operation must have a

A

clear understanding and complete knowledge of the entire
: . \ ' o,

Siin, i

plan. _
w__mm.zgprln establishiﬁg a beach~head the minimum force
nscessary should be used to force the landing and then
successes may be exploited with a mobile reserve,
17, Adverse public opinion may be created ih the minds
of Allies by glorifying the participation of one element or
unit of a combined operation.

18. In releasing casualty figures it is well to issue

one set of correct figures only.
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