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The Commando Raid on Dieppe, 19 August 1942 

Introduction 

Situated between two ranges of chalk hills at the 

mouth of the Arques river is located a small harbor ci1fy-, 

Dieppe. Ecclesiastical students may know of the city 

because of the church of Saint Jacques erected there between 

the twelfth .and sixteent.h centuries, gamblers of France, 

England and other western European countries remember Dieppe 

because of the famed Casino located there, but, the World 

War II soldier of Canada, the Commandos of Great Britain, 

a few of the Fighting French, the Free Poles and the American 

Rangers will remember Dieppe because of nine hours •Of one day, 

19 August 1942. 

During the summer months of 1942 unconquered Briton 

was just beginning to recover from the paralizing blows of 

the Nazi blitz on the continent of Europe and her armies 

were engaged in a figh:t for survival on the sarula of the 

Sahara near El Alemain. England was rapidly b8C0llling the 

storehouse of democracy, gather.ing strength for the tl!lin@ls 

to come and sniping at the German Fortress Europe with the 

gallant RAF and daring commando raids all along the coast, 

of Europe. 

This monograph will deal with one of these raids, Th.e 

Commando Raid on Dieppe, 19 August 1942, 

The Big Picture 

Before the Allied High Command could realize the ob­

jective of complete destruction of the Nazi war machine 

they realized that they had many things to learn. The ma~y 

complexities of shore to shore movements of vast bodies of 

men and material had to be solved. What training was neces­

sary to give the soldier the best chance to live?·•. What 
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• 
supplies were necessary to sustain the inTadi:ng Armies? 

What tools and how many would the soldier require? 

Since the evaouation·of Dunkirk the Ge?'J18n Armies had 

been busily engaged in fortifying the west.ern coast of 

Europe against the inevitable nseoond front.n However, 

lest the Ge?'J18n grow placid with his successes~ the Combined 
. . 

Operations Co:mmaa4, better knoWD as C~mandos, was training 

and growing under the ·a"Qle leadership of Admiral Lord Louis 

Mountbatten. This ~aring group had conducted raids on 

Spitzbergen, to destroy a radio and weather station; on the 

island of Guernsey off the French coast with the purpose of 

general destruction; up the coast of Norway above the Artie 

Circle to Glonfjord to destroy a Hydr0-electrie Power sta-· 

tion that was supplying power for one of the largest alwa~ 

inum manufacturing plants in the country; to destroy the 

submarine pens at St, Nazaire; and other raids of a like 

nature. ( 1) 

Most of these raids were small operations seldom 
• 

involving the use of an assault force of over several hun­

dred men. From these small raids many developments were 

realized toward the training of the Commandos and the Rangers. 

These developments soon were incorporated into the training 

of every man in every Army amongst the Allies, 

Although the men and material for the opening of the 

second front was not yet available, them~n, shipping, and 

equipmen't for a large scale raid was at hand, A means of 

·testing the enemy defenses in the west, hismethods·of 

defense, and their quality at the point of a bayonet and the 
/;--business end of,.,_rifle. Dieppe was tp be a test tube invasion.· 

(2) (See Map A) 
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task was dangerous, 

•· 
/I 

but so is any operation in war, 

and yet the lessons that must be revealed were vital. Plans 

for a large scale raid were begun early in April, 1942. 

Dieppe was chosen' from among the dozens of French coastal 

cities because it seemed to be a fair sample of what the 

attackers would have to meet at any harbor along the coast 

of France and a harbor was a must for sustaining any Army 

invading the German Empire of conquest and conquered. 

Dieppe was a harbor being used by the Germans in the coastal 

supply net, extensive supply dumps, gas works, a power sta­

tion, a pharmaceutical factory and near by a radio detector 

station and an air field. All suitable targets. (3) (See 

Map C) 

In addition it was felt that a raid by a large force 
II . 

being conducted during dayl•ight hours llt>uld provoke the 

Luftwaffe into giving battle on a large scale! Something 

the <¾er.mans had not felt quite up to for some t.ime. If a 

large enough force of enemy air force could be decoyed into 

battle and they could be destroyed, it seemed likely that 

lierman Goering would have to switch some of his air strength 

from the Russian front to the western coast thereby relieving 

some of the pressure on our Allies. (4) 

Coastal Defenses on the "Iron Coast• " ,, 
The coast line about Dieppe was known as the Iron Coast, 

\\ (1, ,,, "I"'"'"" p \ 
Nearly all of .1he se~board in thi!_ area t!.c'?m:i2oseg, of high 

cliffs, mostly unsealable, broken here and there by narrow 

" rivers as they empty into the sea, The chief of these is 

the Arques, on which the town and harbor of Dieppe had been ,, 
built. The mouth of the river forms a gap something over a 

mile wide, Stoney beaches lie at the base of rugged cliffs 

. 6 
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guarding the approaches to the harbor. (5) 

To this natural barrier the Germans have added coastal 

d•tense batteries, pill boxes, automatic weapons emplacements,_:..;­

every type of weapon at his disposal. Of all of these defenses 

the two heavy coastal defense batteries, one near Puita to 

the east of Dieppe and the other near Varengeville to the west 

of Dieppe, were the most dangerous •. Unless these batteries 

could be put out of action, all naval vessels entering the 

harbor were in grave danger of being sunk imm.ediately and 

the troops on the beaches and in the town of Dieppe would 

be subjected to their merciress fire. Fully aware of all 

of these dangers the planners worked on and in due course 

the outlime of the plan flor the assault was submitted to .the 

Cater or the Combined Operation Command and was approved. 

(51 (See Map C) 

The Assa.ult Fo.rce 

1 'l'he Canadians, supplemented by Commandos, were chosen 

for the main part of this hazardous and honorable task.H 

Most of the force of all volunteer Canadians had been under 

arms for the best pa.rt of three years. They had left Canada 

with the expectation of fighting with the British Expedi­

tionary Foree in France but had arrived too late for that. 

They expected to fight over the fields and through the towns 

of England in a final last ditch stand and had ended up 

training and training and training, for three years. They 

were as eager a group of fighting men as could be found any­

where in the world. They were filled with an often expressed 

desire to come face to face with the enemy, get the job 

over and go home. They were to have their chance. II The Royal 

Regiment of Canada, the Essex Scottish Regiment, the Queen's 

( 5) A-1 p; 112 7 
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0wn'cameron Highlanders of Canada, th~ Fuisiliers Mont-Royal,~ 

··(~· the Royal Marine Commando, and since the use of. tanks was 

part of the plan, the 14th Canadian Army Tank Batta.lion had 
/.J.r,c 1 
{ ::l:z'u, 

been chosen from the 1st Canadian Army and the Army Tank j ' , J: 'Ji,,_ 4-~-

Brigade, to fol.'m by far the 

attack DieppeJ/ Other units 

larger part of the force to ~;>i l ,t l,t,.,- i . ; :, • 

• ' I -,. ••• -';1-(!l,-' )~ I. -'! 

completing the force were ele- 17 (l,r,·q 

ments of the Fighting French, Free .Poles, and. f'ifty American 

Rangers, 5 offteers and 44, enliS.ted men, and two units of 

Commandos later designated No. 3 and No. 4. The total 

strength of the assaulting force was approximately 6,000 

, men. ( 5) 

Air elements, operating as a supporting unit, included 

aircraft from all operations~ commands of the RAF, as well as 

Canadian, New Zealand, United States, Polish, Czech, Norwegian, 

Belgian and Fighting French. Naval support included no 

vessels larger than destroyers. (?) 

False Dawn 

As the spring of tliay turned to the summer of June, 

elements of the Canadian 2nd Division found themsel"Hs on • 

the move. This one seemed to have an under-current, and 

the f•ighting men could feel a new energy, a new drive and 

were introduced to a new type of training. Amphibious, man-

.· ~- ,,euvers-,_pombined-operations ],anding practice with elements 

• ~Jo--.~t'-of the Ro_yal Navy,. the RAF overhead, British paratroops, 

Royal Marine Collllll8.ndos, Signal troops , Ordnance men, and the 

Medics. Something new had been added in the opening days crf 

June. Massi1!e new Churchill tanks were rolling from the 

square noses of the LCT•s, firJwg their guns, and clanking 

back into the box-like ships that were nuzzling the beaches. 

(5) A-1 p. 112 A-1O P• 6? A-14 p. 14? (7) A-4 p. 255 
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The entire area rocked with the blast of huge demolition 

charges as whole buildi~were tossed into the air, (8) 

The infantry was out every day, practising street 

fighting, lobing grenades and firing their sten IU,lal!!, (9) 

On the 11th of June the entire force was loaded into 

ships and sailed out into the channel with units of the 

Royal Navy hovering protectively about, Between two and 

three hundred ships were in the convoy, the largest invad­

ing armed force to-sail the seas in modern history, For 

several hours they sailed toward the coast of France and 

for every .revolution of the propeller these tense fighting 

men were spreading three rum.ors, We are attacking Cherbourg, 

Africa, Le Harve, By midnight the rumors had died and the 

seas risen. The big boats were rolling and tossing, The 

time had come to go over the side into the little landing 

craft, Within an hour every man 1n the assaulting force 

was seasick, but the Navy assembled their groups and. headed 

for the beaches ten miles away. They were an hour late 

landing but once ashore the tanks and supplies were put 

on the beaches rapidly. For the initial practice run every­

thing had gone fairly well, The force remained on the beach 

for eight hours and withdrew to the boats to return to the 

base port. In the training period that followed the emphasis 

was placed on the mistakes noted on the 'dry runt. ( 10) 

On the 23rd of June the second big practice landing 

was held. There was a calm sea in the channel this night, 

but the Navy 
/'1 

errored in various groups of the landing craft 

in navigation and in addition to being late, one.battalion 

of Infantry was transported to a beach six miles from•the 

one designated, The entire Infantry assault was delaye« and 

(8) A-l~rP• ese-297 (9) A-12 p. 299 (10) .A-12 p. 299-301 
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the tanks landed ahead of the dough boys. All of these 

errors were but glimpses of things to .come in the eyes of 

the eommander,s and they were apprehensive, (11) 
7. 

The troops returned to the various vioiou's types of 

training alloted each unit. On the 27th of June, the 

Commanding Officer of the operation, Major-General J. H. 

Roberts, called all the officers in the force to a dramatic 

conference •. Speaking to several hundred at a time in a 
' 

stifling room which had its windows blaeked out and was 

guarded by armed sentries, the general told them how the fQ,'t'ee 

was to be disposed on the coming raid and he specified the 

the tasks of each battalion and unit. (12) 

He gave them every detail but did not name the target 

as Dieppe. There were not many officers who could tell 

from the model used for the orientation w:lui.t port it was. (13) 

The German defense force in and around the port ns 
. ~~ 

estimated at about ilhree thousand, "some who were labor 

troops. The 10th Panzer Division was believed to b~ at 

Amiens, sirty miles away, and it would probably be ordered 

l 
¾i' -

to Dieppe after the attack developed. ( 14) (See Map A) 

General Roberts stresses the air strength that will 

\ support the attackers to ea.oh groups of officers that he 

;J addresses. lie said.there would be an air bombardment of 

\ many of the targets and the Fighter Command would put up 
~,; 

everything it had to give cover for the oper~tion. ( 15) 

By 2 July the troops were aboard their ships in the 

harbors or southern England. When they were told that they • 

were going on a raid, they cheered wildly. Up to this point 
e 

security had been ..;i:x:oellant and there is now no need for 

(11) A-12 p. 301 
(14) A-12 p. 302 

(12) A-12 p. 302 A-8 p. 29 
(15) A-12p. 302,302 

10 
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security measures as the troops have loaded for the last 

time. Ml;p-s and photogr.aphs were issued ·all around. ( 16) 

On the 3rd of July the ships are scattered in the bays t.NLA 

inlets around the por~;·-~tta~k:- ha.S bee:n planned for tbe 

4th of July with H-hour at 0415, then oame the message: 

"Operation postponed twenty-four hours due to weather condi­

tions." That was the .:t'irst of tour such postponements before 

the heart breaking news was received on 7 July at 1030. "The 

operation had been cancelled beoause of unfavorable weather 

conditions." (17} 

Baok to training at the many camps and bitter disappoint­

ment over the "praetice Dieppe", the raid that might have 

been. (18} 

The Crossing 

Then on the nights of· the 16th and 17th of August the 

same troops which made up the original main attaek:ilng forc.e 

were loaded into trucks and rushed secretly to various ports 

along the south coast. Only the senior officers knew that 

the raid was on again, with a few changes. British commando 

units were assigned to the tasks previously allotted to 

par~troope~!~")Some o:t' the unforeseeable hazards of weather 

could this way be overcome. It was felt that because of the 

strong winds the paratroops would lose much 1of their effect­

iveness by being blown off the drop zones in landing. (llil} 

This time the weather was more kind and the two to 
• 

three hundred vess§ls carrying the force cleared the ports 

and started crossing the channel under the cover of darkness. 

( 20) 

Guarding the convoy were eight destroy_ers, two o.f 

which served as headquarters and reserve headquarters, 

1.16) A-12 p. 305 
(19} A-12 p. 309 

(17} A-12 p. 305, 306 
(20) A-2 p, 704 
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• 
Motor and other gunboats, preceded by minesweepers. (21) 

Passage through the minefield was considered one ot 

the danger spots tor the operation. Leading the convoy 

was the command destroyer with General Roberts aboard. (22) 

T.he minesweepers preceding the convoy dropped lighted 

bouys every half mile in the slightly over four hundred 

I 

yard lane that they had cleared. Air Commodore A, T. Cole, V 

-:I. tJ.-<&V 
representing Air Marshal Leigh Mallory, who was in charge . (-!vi' 
of the aerial part of the attack, had tlown over the channel 

several night5before and had discovered the German mine layers 
" 

dropping their ~ggs and later had observed German E boats 

bearing into Dieppe and had gotten an approximation of their 

path. Between his observations and the work of the minesweepers, 

the entire convoy passed through without incident. (23) 

Atter the passage through the mine field the various 

groups ot ships started for their particular beaches, At 

about 0347 the groups of Commando who were to attack the 

coast-defense battery near Berneval ren into a small enemy 

toree ot armed trawlers. The trawlers immediately opened 

tire on the hapless landing cratt and the gunboat leading 

them in. The gunboat was soon a shambles, the landing craft 

scattered, and, the all important element ot surprise lost 

for the attacking party in the vio:inity of Berneval, if 

not ror the entire enterprise. {24) (See Map C) 

The Plan of Attack 

•The assault by the Army was to be made by landing at 

eight places on the coast at or near Dieppe. There was to ,, 
be two outer tlank attacks, one at Berneval by the Ho. 3 

" Commando and the other at Varengeville and a point near the 

{21) A-2 P~ 704 (22) A-11 p. 67 (23) A-11 p. 102-106 
( 24) A-2 p .. 704 
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mouth of the River Saane to the west~y the No. 4 Commando) 

, A (A. 

• ' ·.,,,..,,,,., 

In the sectors assigned each of the last two J!!.entioned units· :~;:,.\y1, 

• • " were two coast-defense batteries, As has already been ex-

plained, the fire from these two batteries would make it 

impossible for the ships to remain within their range during 

daylight. The objective of the No. 3 ant 4 Col!lllll.ndos was 

to destroy these batteries. I:11. addition to the •two outer 
i,....-(_~ 

flank atta9ks, there was to be two inner attacks .delivered 

at Puita to the east and Pourville to the west or Dieppe.// 

(25) (See Map C) 

" The Royal Regiment or Canada was to land at Puita, 

destroy a heavy 4ual-purpose anti-aircraft battery, situated 

some distance inland, and capture the headland overlooking 

Dieppe to the east~ ll'fhe South Saskatchewan Regiment was t.o 

capture Pourville and a similar headland overlooking Dieppe· 

on the west, destroying1 on their wa7:, a radio-detector station 
I/ \\ 

and a battery of light anti-aircraft guns. When this regi-

ment had seized the village of Pourville, the Queen's Own 

Cameron Highlanders of Canada were to pass through them, 

move down the valley•of the Scie river and capture the 
,, " 

airfield at st. Aubin. The main assault was to be delivered 

on the town of Dieppe itself, the Essex Scottish Regiment 

being detailed to land on the eastern half of the long 

beach-and the Royal'Hamilton Light Infantry on the western 
k~ • 

half .. Out at sea, ready in their landing craft, the Fusiliers 

Mont-Royal were to wait as a floating reserve. Behind the 

Fusiliers were the Royal Marine Commando·.'/ ( 26) ( See Map Cl 

iThe landings were to pe preceded by a short and intense 

naval bombardment"'or the beach, 1780 rollD.ds or approximately 

(25) A-9 
A•I 

(26) A-10 p. 260 A-1 p. 115 
~~-- -.-.,., 
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• 
• one round for every yard of beach. At the moment the land:fng 

craft were touching down on the beach a concentrated attack 

of cannon-firing Spitfires and Hurr.icanes was to be delivered 
If 

on the main defenses behind the baa.oh at Dieppe. A curtain 

~l!:!...!JW smoke laid by aircraft was to spread between the 

headlands and special attention was to be placed on the ea!l1; 

"" headland where the heaviest enemy fires were expected. As 

soon as the two regiments had landed and cleared the beach, 

the tanks were to be put ashore from the LCT's, enter the 

town and support the infantry in seizing and holding it 

while the various. objectives already mentioned were being 

blown up~ (27) 

No. 3. Commando at Berneval 

Two beaches had been selected for the lan.dings of No. 

3 Oo1Dl118.ndo before Berneval. (28) 

As has already been mentioned the landing craft bearing 

the commandos for the assault on the battery at Berneval 

had blundered into armed German trawlers. The gunboat 

leading the landing craft i~had been so severly damaged 

that it had been forced .to retire and had set course for 

the ports of England at a speed of six knots, all she was 

capable of. One of the landing craft had been so severly 

damaged that it too had been forced to return. The Army 

Officer on this landing craft had been killed as well as 
~ all of~naval force, with the exception of the Naval collllllan-

der, who had been gravely wounded. Command was assumed by ~, 
a Sergeant.' Using a prismatic compass, the boats compass. 

\fing damaged, he swung her about and reached port six 
I.I 

hours later. (29) 

( 27) A-1 p. 115 ( 28) A-1 p. 118 ( 29) A"'.l p. 118 
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Six landing craft made a landing at the east beach at 

Berneval in broad daylight. twenty-five minutes after their 

scheduled landing time. The enemy was aroused and ready. 

Under withering fire. the Commando advanced and stormed into 

the fray. It was here that Lieutenan"!r E. D. Loustalot, of 

the u. s. Rangers asslllll.ed command of the force after several 

other officers had been killed. The same fate was soon his. 

Within a short time a large percentage of the unit had been 

wounded or killed. They eventually.surrendered. (30) 

~Though No. 3 Commando fared so ill on this beach. it 

had a larger measure of success at the other chosen landing 

place, 
1\ 

One landing craft, under the command of Lieutenant 

H. T. Buckee, RNVR, had on board it Major P. Young, with 

two officers and 17 men, who fom.ed the headquarters party 

of part of the attacking force. Throughout the action at 

sea, Lt. Buekee had maintained a steady course, and . had no.t 

been seen by the enemy. At ten minutes past f~ur, he and 

those with him found themselves alone{and nearing the 
• ~ 

beach at the correct position. Five minutes before zero 

hour, the craft touched down, and the party jlllll.ped to the 
. i 

stoney beach, (31) (See Map C) 

'llThey had with them ten rifles, a Bren gun, 

guns, three pistols and two mortlllrs with only a 

six tommy 
1R-,..,1~s) 

few Faunas. 

With these they set out to attack a battery held, as they 

knew, by some 200 of the enemy. The only way to the top 

of the cliff was a steep gully which, when they reached it, 

was found to be choked with wire. They had.neither Banga-
rl 

lore torpedoes or cutters, with which !~-g~t through. . ~ • 

However, many of the strands of wire were stretched taut 

( 30) A-1 p. 118 ( 31) A-1 p. 119 
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if -A. 

and firmly attached to the sides of the gully. Up·this ,, 
barbed, uncertain rope they climbed. 

quarters of an hour, 

It took them three­
'wetd/ 

On reach1ng the top, they moTed thro----. If 
ugh the woods and orchards until they were in poeition to 

attack the enemy. The battery was already firing at our 

ships at sea. The gallant little band was able'to adTance 

to within 200 yards of the battery. (32) (See Map C) 
\ ' \ 

The fire (of the~_~j;e~y; soon. became very ragged as 

the Collllll8.ndo soldiers began to snipe the gunners. It was 

impossible to rush the battery, ror the garrison out-num­

bered them by ten to one, but, they were·, determined to 

· 1 prevent the enemy from shelling the ships at see.. Every 

( time a gun was re-loaded or a man moved they opened up 
I/A-Ill~~; ~ 

I with their ~es.pons,. Under this goad the Germans presently 

turned one or their guns around, and opened fire at point-

blank range , __ 
however, to 

I " ' 
on the persistent attackers. It was impossible, 

__. .. , ' 11 
depress the muz"""-:!,lsuffieiently and the shells 

I/ 
whistled harmlessly over the heads of the. courageous little 

' "' band,.:;:, Nearly two llours passed ancl alJ!lDltnition began to run 

low, It was time to go home, .Withdrawing in themanner they 

had so often practiced, followed at a respectful distance 

by some of the enemy/I they eTentually reached .the beach. 

Lt. Buckee had lain off shore under constant heavy fire for 

three hours. The Cmamando waded out to the little vessel, 

clambored aboard, and set sail for home. ( 33) 

The Landing At Pu.its 

Deflected from its course by the eneo®ter with the 

German trawlers, the companies of the Royal Regiment a: 

Cane.de. arrived at Puits e.t 0450. They were 20 minutes late 

(32) A-1 p, 119 (33) A-1 p. 119 
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and in broad daylight. The Royal Regiment of·Canada was 

doomed as their landing craft touched down on the beach. ' • • 

\ Led ashore by their officers, most of whom became casualties 

in the first few minutes, the men rushed for the shelter of 

the sea wall where they were presently joined by others. , 
( a-fif-"-"'"",, A~·) ,1 

coming from the second wave landing shortly after the first. 

\, h,~' ~The sea wall afforded no protection, enfi.lade fire swept it 

from the left flank and the casualties began swiftly to 

mount,¥ (34) (See Map.Cl 
I \G i- 1)) . \\ 
.II,· Two companies of the Royals, with the Commanding Officer 
-· 

of the Battalion, Lt. Col, D. E, Catto, bad landed on the 

extreme right 
h. 

the cliffs pf 

of the beach to the west of the sea wall under 
ij 

the headlands\, They were met by heavy fire, 
ii ~ 

and immet:ate
1
1;: ~egan to .suffer losses, Aftei;; :,~~f,:~e~!-~1f 

delay,-they had lost their Banga.loie torpedoes,a small 

number cut their way through the wire, sealed the cliff, and 
rt 

cleared the eneJllY' out of the houses at the top. This party 

consisted of ~ix officers and fifteen enlisted men, They 

were cut off by fire from the rest of the unit, Hoping to 

contact other groups attacking the center of Dieppe, they 

set out only to run into a strong enemy patrol. They sought 

shelter in a wood and did not surrender until 1520 hours. 
. \\ • 

" It presently :became. apparent the landing .at Puita was I . . ~ 
a complete failure. A succession of efforts was made to ( 

withdraw the troops. A number of landing craft went in •• \ 

under very heavy fire .. 

a direct hit as she was 

. • I 
One of them, loaded with men, received 1 

moving out'~ and' capsiz~d~ S~me ~; ·······/ 

these men were picked up by light naval craft a few hours 

later, but the beach was khaki~eolored with the bodies of 

(34) A-1 p. 124 (35) A-3 p, 422 
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gallant Canad.ian :righters. • ( 36) 

No. 4 Commando at Var8llfllll+lle 
' 

' 

At daybreak, l~ August .l.9&&., No. 4 COJ111118.12do, consisting 

of 252 officers and men;,-including seven allied· personnel, 

assaulted the 6-gun battary at Varengeville. The position 

was defended. by an equal nwnber of Germans, with all .the 

advantages o:f· concrete, wire, mines, concealed machine guns, 

dual-purpose :rlak guns and knowledge of the grourul. They 

had two years ·\f;G p,l'fect these defenses, and when the time 

came they fought with the greatest determination. ($7) 

Sighted so as to fire at any ship approaching within 

9,000 yards, the 6-gun battary at Varengeville had to be 

overcame. It was to be subjected to a double assault similar 
14 

to the plan of attack at Berneval. No. 4 Commando(}under 

the command of Lt. Col. Lord Lovat, was to land at two 

points, one close to the little village Vasterival, the 

other nearly a mile away, about 600 .yards from the mouth 
1, 

of the Saane river. (38) {See MapB) 

\\ As has already been said, the assault was to be made 

by,two parties. What befell those who lanued at Vasterival 

must first be dE:6,~:~~~!::, ~~d~f,.:~~ ~~~~dr_o~ ,~~Of D. 
Mills-~oberts, the group landed just three minutes behind 

schedule. The cleft of the cliff chosen to advance through 

was choked with wire but their Bangalore torpedoes eleli.in- • 

ated that. The Bangalore torpedoes exploded just as a 

' squadron came in to attack the enemy and the noise of their 

attack bi.ended with the expl1>sion of the· torpedoes., The 

enemy still did. not realize their immediate·pro:x:imity. 

They were able to advance so close to the enemy that they 
1;2.fo 

(36) A-1 p. -He A-12 p. 328 (37) A-5 p. 38 (38) A-l P• 120 
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!' . \, ,> £. 7 ',,,.. \ 

")._., - (' ' 

c.ould hear the commands given to the enemy gunners. • This/ -\;.., • 

fire wa.s rendered ineffeetive'by a small party that detached 

itself from the main portion of Group One upon reaching the 

top of the cliff, Their mission was to cut the wires lead-

ing from the lighthouse that was being used as an OP for tbe 

batt&ry. (39) (See Map B) 

Group One was able to advance through the woods to 

positions within 150 to .200 yards of the German battery, 

They immediately opened fire and on the second or third round 

or the accompanying mort41lr section, a fire was started in 

the cordite charges and shells stacked ·alongside the guns. 

The explosion put the bati:Ary out of action, As the enemy 

gunners were trying to put out the fire, snipers were taking 

' a terrific tol·e of the harried defenders. At this time the 

prescribed signal or the second group of No, 4 Commando was 

seen, smoke bombs were released and firing ceased so that 

the second,group would not be endangered by their comrades; 

coordinated training was paying off. (40) 

The second group of No. 4 Co.lDlllando was by far the larg­

est. After landing on the beach near the mouth of the River 

Saane, they subdued a pill box near the beach, pushed inland 

following the marshy banks of the river. At a particular 

bend in the river, identified from carefully studied aerial 

photo's, they turned left into the woQdS and were soon 

directly behind the German battery.~Two of the scouts of 

the group came across same 35 German assault troops, part of 

the battaries garrison, who were forming up behind a farm­

house to fom a force to counter-attack Major Mills-Roberts 

and his s~ping riflemen, and galling mortars, The Germans 

(39) A-1 p. 121 A-5 p. 47 (40) A-1 p, 121 A-5 P• 48 
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II 
were wiped out by tommy-gun fire, (41) 

As Colonel Lovat and his 111.en were getting ready to 

make their assault on the position, straffing, cannon-fir-

ing Spitfires, closely pursued by defending Folk-Wolf 190's, 

attacked the batteries, The moment this was over the Comman­

dos pressed home the attack, (42) 

. After crossing 250 yars of open ground, they passed over 

wire entanglements on the bodies of their de~d comrades who 

had fallen there, In a few minutes the entire garrison had 

- been !!!hot or bayoneted, except four prisoners, After demol­

ishing the guns, the Commandos laid their.dead beside the 

ruins and withdr_ew to the beach at Va'sterival, (43) 

At 0?30 the attackers began to re-embark, wading out 

neck deep in fast ebbing tide to reach their boats, while 

the wounded were ferried out in a rubber raRboa.t, By 0900. 

every survivor of the unit was aboard ship and under way, 

Although the casualties numbered about fifty, and the raid 

was but a small part of the entire effort, the official 

report declared that it "was carried out strictly according 

to plan and may well becOllle a model for furture operations 

of this kind." (44) 

The Attack of Pourville -, 
.. { t~>· 

~-1,._// 
At about the same time that the No. 4 Commando was 

(.l.'// launching their very successful 

/ 
attack, the South Saskatche-

wan Regiment was landing at the little town of Pourville, 

Their mission was to capture Pourville, move inland and take 
' ~ 

and hold a defensive position around Four-Winds Farm, ~hey 

were also to seize the headland on their left flank overlook-
. t 

ing Dieppe on the west.. In the town of! Pourville were 

( 41) A-1 p. 12.2 A-5 p. 4'9-50 
( 44) A-1 p 123 A-3 p, 421 
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strong anti-aircraft batttries and a radio-detector station 

that were to be knocked ~ut. (46) (See Map C) 

Through the South Saskatchewan bridgehead, the Queen's 

Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada were to pass through and 

strike inland, marry up with some of the Calgary Regiments 

Churchill tanks on the high ground southwest of the port, 

and advance on the airfield at St. Aubin, some three and one 

half miles from Pourville. In the final phase they were to 

move out via the main beaches. (46) (See Map C) 

The actual landing of the South Saskatchewan Regiment 

encountered little opposition until the men were ashore, and 

as at Pults, a sea wall divided the beach. This sea wall 

was scaled with a ladder, a couple of pillboxes were knock,ed 

out, and they started to move inland under the cover of a 

smoke screen. (47) 

At about 0600 hours a road block was encountered and 

was overcome only after a fierce fire fight. While this 

was going. on other elements of the Regiment moved on into 

Pourville, wiping out the anti-aircraft batttries and the 

radio-detector station on the way. (48) (See Map C} 
·' )..:;,, •,, 

I\ Tw; cmi;anies then attacked on through Pourville until 

they reached the bridge over the Scie river. Here they were 
'/ 

held up by heavy morter and machine-gun fire. Gallantly 

lead by their Commander, Lt. Col. C, c. I. Merritt, they 

forced their way across the bridge and @egan their assault 

on the pillboxes guarding the Four-Winds Farm. •. The pillboxes 

were eventually captured, but only after many casualties had 

been suffered and the entire morning had passed. The Four­

Winds Farm itself was never taken, and it's garrison was 

(46) A-1 p. 126 (46} A-3 p. 422-423 (47) A-1 p. 126 
(48) A-1 p, 126 
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still fighting vigorously when the signal to withdraw was 

received, ( 49) (See Map C) 

Some forty minutes after the South Saskatchewan Regiment 

had landed, the Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada 

landed and advanced rapidly through the area previously 

secured. One company was left behind to reenforce the South 

Saskatchewan's east of Pourville. The remainder headed for 

the St. Aubin airport, following the Scie River to avoid 

enemy fire. Nowhere in this area had the Canadians met any 
C 

... -tanks, By all plans, the tanks should have been encountered. 

(50) (see Map C) 

There was a good reason, One Company of the South 

Saskatchewan Regiment had captured the headland ~verlooking 

the Dieppe beach according to plan, .but then the Germans had 

counter-attacked. The enemy far outnumbered tht!(eanauians. 

and had soon recaptured•the all important headle.nd overlooking 

the Dieppe beaches and the beaches from which the attackers 

of Pourville would ha:ve to reembark. Wounded men were already 

being carried back to the beach by this time. At 1045 hours, 

when the landing craft came back.to take them away, the boats 

met heavy fire. Only one was sunk. The r.est had to lie 

fairly well offshore while those men who could do so swam 

out across 150 to 200 ya& of open water,· after crossing an 

equal stretch of unprotected beach. (51) 

By this time the South Saskatchewan Regiment had received 

the signal to withdraw, and had .started back to the beach 

under heavy attack by the enemy forces, During the re-em­

barkation, which took more than three hours, Lt, Col. Merritt 

and his remaining men from the Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders 
( 49) A-l p. 127 A-7 p. 94 ( 50) A-1 p, 128 ( 51) A-3 p, 423 
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of Canada, attacked the machine-gun post scourging their 

beach from the west, and silenced it. They formed an im­

provised rear guard to defend a perimeter behind which all 

the wounded and other survivors of the South Saskatchewan 

Regiment and the Q.ueen' s Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada 

could safely embark. Their defense continued until the 

last man embarked. They surrendered about 1500 hours, when 

all of their amnninition was gone. (52) 
t Throughout the assault and the evacuation, covering 

fire had been provided at frequent intervals by the Royal 

Navy, and many attacks were made by our air squadrons.A Even 

though the protective cover of the R.A.F. was seemingly im­

penetrable, a few German planes did manage to slip through 

and discharge their bombs at the tiny landing craft. (53) 

The Main Effort 

Meanwhile, the main effort was being made on the beach 

at Dieppe. Landing on the eastern beach, was the Essex 

Scottish Regiment and on the right, was the Royal Hamilton 

Light Infantry. The site chose~for their landing stretched 

westward from the breakwater and ended near the cliffs 

topped by the Casino. Beyond the beach, from which it was p,J;;:;;.,v-J. 
',.~ 

divided by a sea wall, ran the Boulevard Marshal Foch on _ .. 

one side of a park stretching inland to the Boulevard Verdun. 

The boulevards were lined with houses and hotels that the 

Germans had strongly fortified. The infantry's task was to 

seize the beach, neutralize the enemy defenses, and clear 

the way for the Churchill tanks, (this was t~e first time 

that these tanks had been used in any aotion)\~~were to 

come into town and support the infantry. Some of the 

(52) A-1 p, 129 (53) A-1 p.129 
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. 
' 

elements were to pass through the •town and join the· Q.uen•s 

Own Cameron liighlanders of Canada in their attack on St. 

Aubin airfield. The infantry was to hold Dieppe while other 

forces carried out important demolitions. ( 54) (See Map C) -· 

As the Essex Scottish and the Royal Hamilton Light 

Infantry came into their beaohes together, the destroyers at 

sea opened up with a short but intense bombardment of the 

• beaches; and as their fire ceased, some s:ixty j)annon-.firing 

Spitfires and Hurricanes shot up the houses along the :t.'ront • 
.. 

While this was going on, the ea.stern headland above Dieppe 

Harbor was being screened by smoke dropped by three squadrous 

of Boston and Blenheilas ,~,om~ei:s) Immediate fir.e support was 
\PR.d Io,~:.) •• 

given by special era.ft which went in -verx close. They were 
Q . . 

all hit 9y the enemies batterie-s and one vessel was sunk. (55) 

\\ On reaching the beaches, the Essex Scottish Re.giment 

and the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry,rushed-forward, but, 

as with-the Royal Regiment at Puits, they call\~ at onee under 

fierce frontal and enfilade fire. The defense~ in the 
itl -~11 

houses behind the promenade had been subdued but.not :silenced, 

by the naval and air bombings, and the guns were still in 

action// As the smoke screen began to drift away from the 

eastern headlands, many guns, some of larger calibers, mount-
7 

ed in the eaves of the headlands, began taking their tole of 

the attackers. (55) (See Map C) 

On the eastern side of the bee.oh, the Essex Scottish, 

Regiment had been stopped by the sea-wall at the esplanade 

and was taking severe eaaua.lties from the guns of the de­

fenders. However, a small party eventnally made their way 

into town. They were presently joined by a party ef Royal 

(54) A-l p. 132 A-3p. 424 (55) A-1 p. 132 (56) A-1 p. 133 
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Canadian Engineers, • Bangalore ,torpedoes of the Infantry 

joined with the demolition cbarges of the Engineers to blow 

up near by pillboxes, killing the defenders in the Casino 

its elf, and destroying a 4 inch gun, The group \teventually 

were able to work thei~':_:a;\~ a church a short distance 
• " away,. but, being unsupported could go no further, (57) 

While the toot soldiers were fightfng their way through 

the stubborn enemy defenses, tank-landing craft were approach­

ing the beach, Aboard the six LCT's were the engineers and 

some members ot the beach parties, The Engineers were 

ordered to destroy the tank obsttcles that·might be blocking 

the streets of Dieppe that the tanks were to advance through, 

As they approached the beach they were brought under heavy 
/4~ 

tire and every craft bearing the tanks was hit, one mnk, 

·and another ran aground tle,ming, and remained beached, De­

spite this, all but two of the tanks were successfully landeri, 

(58) 

The second wave of LCT's came under even heavier tire 

a halt hour later, AD.Golher LCT was sunk and all remaining 

craft received many hits that caused casualties amongst the 

crews, In all, 28 tanks were landed. (59) 

A n'Ull1ber of the tanks succeeded in getting over the 

wall, but were not able to proceed further because of the 

" bli:,eks in the streets leading into town, One tank, however, 

smashed through a house .and got into town~ with perhaps one 

or two others following, (50) 

" By 0530 hours, .Btaj0r-General Roberts, aboard his command 

destroyer, the H.M.S, Calpe, was well aware the situation 

was not developing as planned, No word had been~received 

(57) A-1 p. 133 A-3 p. 424 (58) A-1 p, 133 A-3 p. 425 
(59) A-1 p. 133 (60) A-1 p, 135 
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from the beaches at Pu.its or from Berneval. However, the 

situation selllllled to be encouraging in the area about Pourville, 

The report of the su-eoess of the mission at Vasterival had 

been received. Although the reports from the main beach 

were spotty, the report had been received that the tanks had 

gotten ashore, but not that they had been able to achieve so 
' 

little, Intent on accomplishing as muc,h as possible, the 

commander decided to throw in one element of the reserve. 

The Fusiliers Mont-Royal were to be used in an attempt to 

secure the eastern headl,ands. (61) 

The Reserves Are Committed 

The Fusiliers landed shortly after 0700 hours. The fires 

of the German o,efenders was as fierce as ever, and forced 

the attackers to seek cover. Some gained protection from 

the wrecked tanks and others dropped into the few hollows of, 

the beach that they could find. Part of the force had been 

swept by a strong westerly tide to the western half' of the 

beach near the c'asino. By this time the Casino was in the 

hands of the Canadians, The grqups that landed on the 

extreme western flank of the beach found themselves ~•Meath 

high unsealable cliffs. They were cU:t off without room to , 
.... 

maneuver ,and were being fired on by machine gun and :mortor 

fire that they could not engage, After taking heavy casu­

alties for almost five hours, with over a ,hundred wounded, 

they were forced to surrender about noon. (62) 

The men who had landed near the Casino were able to 

organize in the Casino and push into the town, One group of' 

eleven men, under the command of a Sgt. Dubuc, pushed into 

the town, destroyed an enemy machine gun nest and eventually 

(61) A-1 p, 136 (62) A-1 p, 136 A-3 p, 425 
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arrived at the inner harbor. 

. u 
Here they killed or WOUilded all 

the Germans seen on the barges and small era.ft lying there. 
\\ Shortly afterw•ards, they met superior German tcroes, and be-

. JI ing out or ammunition, were forced to surrender. (63) (See 

Map C) 

l The Germans made them take off their clothes, lined them 

up against a wall, and left a single Gel'Jllan soldier to guard 

them. Sgt. Dubuo distracted the sentry's attention, and as 

soon as he had turned his head the Canadians tell on him, 

killing him with their bare hands. On attelllpting to return 

to the bee.oh, some of the men became lost, but others made 
II 

their escape. (54) 

"nie efforts of the Fusiliers to capture the eastern 

headlands were futile, but General Roberts did not know this. 

Shortly after 0700 he decided to reinforce again, this time 

with the Royal Marine Commando. By this time he knew that 

the heavy battery at Varengeville had been destroyed, that 

the Camerons were through Pourville, which was in the hands 

of the South Saskatchewan Regiment. that the Casino in front 

of Dieppe was captured, and, that the tobacco factory, to­

gether with other buildings in the center of the German 

defenses behind the promanade was on fire.I/ ( 55) ,, 
There seemed to be a-reasonable prospect that the Royal 

Hamilton Light Infantry, if reinforced, would be able to 

capture the western headland. Th~ Royal Marine Commando //_ 

went in to try. (65) 

The Royal Marine Ocmnu.ndo was composed of Fighting 

French selected and trained for this operation. (67) 
/M;V. 

By the time sufficient landing craft was available to 

(53) 
(65) 

A-1 p. 137 
A-1 p. 137 

(64) 
(67) 

A-1 p. 137 
A-'l p. 137 
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land the force, it was after 0830, As the landing boats 

sailed.in, a smoke screen was laid down to cover their land­

ing, As the first landing craft came through on the shore 

edge of the screen, every enemy gun within range, from the 

lightest anti-aircraft to the heavy guns on the headlands, 

opened up at full blast, Few from the first landing craft 

arrived at the shore unhurt, The officer in charge of the 

landing forces, Lt, Col, J; P. Phillips, decided to halt the 

landing if at all possible, As his own craft _approached the 

beach, he pulled White gloves over his hands to make them 

more visable, jumped up on the exposed foredeck, and began 

signaling the other boats to turn back. As the boats turned 

in obedience to his command, Lt. Col, Phillips fell mortally 

wounded, His life had saved two hundred, (68) 

\\ By now it was obvious that the headlands to the east 

and west of Dieppe would not be captured in time to permit 

an entry into the town, It was decided to withdraw those who 

had been assaulting them and the town so intrepidly. f/ ( 69) 
• \ 

The Withdrawal l 
Flying through a hail of anti-aircraft fire, R,A.F. 

Bostons dropped .smoke that soon covered the entire area be- • 

tween the two headlands, (70)· 

Under this protective cover, the Royal Hamilton Light 

Infantry slowly fought their way back to the shore, With 

them were some uni ts of the Fusiliers Mont.;,'Royal, These men 

held the Casino until the last moment, withdrawing only when 
~ 

imperitive orders were issued, (71) 

Covering the withdrawal were the Calgary tankers, 

Shortly after 1100 the senior officer present calls to his 

(68) A-1 p, 139 A-3 p, 427 (59) A-1 p. 140 (70) A-3 p, 427 
(71) A-3 p, 427 
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tanks; "Take positions to cover the beach as much as possible." 

(72) 

So the tanks come waddling out of the town onto the 

esplanade, covering each exit to the park and the flanks of 

the beach, completing their final move by noon, (73) 

The enemy fire, particularly from. the heavy mortars and 

light mobile artillery, is increasing, Motorboats and des­

troyers are foaming into the Dieppe beaches--the supporting 

flank: operations at Puita and Varengeville have a-lready been 

withdrawn, Detachment by detachment, the Royal Hamilton Light 

Infantry and the Essex Scottish--what is left of them--seurry 

to the boats, The Mont-Royal are covering the withdrawal as 

best they can, receding inch by inch, hanging on from house 

to house, holding the fringe of town until the wounded on the 

beaches can be gotten off. And the tanks from their last 

stand bellow defiance and belch covering smoke as·grey-green 

uniforms flit through the rubble, as Nazi artillery and 

mortars hail death. (74) 

The Mont-Royals are breaking contact now. Let's listen 

in again to the tanks as the last of the infantry get away, 

( 75) 

"Any ALC's coming in?~ asks squadron, 

"Yes, one, There's an ALC sinking right of the promon­

tory." It's the beach commander answering, "Our aircraft 

will try to keep support constant, They say they'll·do their 

best, Use smoke," 

"Good, If they make one good effort.we'll be all right, 

Keep cool and we 1 11 get off all right." He adds to his tanks : 

"Keep up the sniping, next is to get off, Acknowledge," 

(72) A-13 p, 49 (73) A-13 p, 49 (74) A-13 p, 49 
(75) A-13 p, 49 

29 



• • 
All troops acknowledge. 

"Do we leave and destroy all vehicles?" asks one tanker. 

• "Yes. Abandon tanks when the boats touch down," 

. From Squadron B comes another query. "Does that apply 

to us as well as you?" 

"Definitely. I forgot I was in command." 

Beach breaks in with the admonition: "If you abandon 

tanks you must bring Besa and tommy guns with you." 

"When are they coming?" 

"They're doing all they can to get them in, but it may 

take some time, Suggest you stay in tanks." 

At 1211, after some querying on availability of boats, 

squadron reports to hi~ tanks: "There are a couple (of motor­

boats) waiting to come in. Use more smoke and we can go 

aboard. When the opportunity presents, you may leave and get 

off," 

riDo we wait for an order?" 

"No, do it on your power .. " 

"Do we leave tanks?" A bit wistful, this question, as 

any tanker will understand. 

"We've got to leave tanks." 

Beach breaks in: "Do we close down?" 

"Where are. you? Counters squadron, 

"By the motorboat wfth the·wounded." 

"You are in a covered spot. Prefer you stay open a little 

longer," 

"ls there much you can see?" 

"I'll be seeing you in the Starboard Club again. We're 

going to take cover in the smoke." 

It is now 1219, A troop oO!ll!nander of Squadron B calls: 
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"Do we hold on?" 

Squadron comes back: "Yes. Hold on and decide for 

yourself when to close down. my guns and 8.llllllunition are gone. 

I ean do no more good on the beach. Load by crews on the 

craft. 

One tank to another: "Number Seven Ack! The rear of 

your tank is on fire." 

One tank to another, at 1225: "Yes, we can give you 

cover. Are you going to evacuate right now?" 

The troop commander to his troops: "Are you all out of 

action? The answer is unanimous: "Yes." 

Squadron to beach, at 1227: "Gan you see me?" 

"Yes. I can see you, too." 

"Be sure your party bring the rest of the ammunition," 

reminds beach at 1231. "We need it." 

At 1235 a noise like a laboring starter is heard by the 

monitoring station, Then silence, The 14th Calgary Tank 

Battalion had accomplished it's mission of covering the with­

drawal. (75) 

There were still others on the beach that were not des­

tined to join the convoy and steam.back to Briton under the 

protective cover of the RAF, Among these were many doctors 

and orderlies of the medical corps, who had done perhaps the 

most heroic job of all, Unarmed, defenseless, and unprotected, 

they labored throughout the battle to ease the wounded and 

comfort the dying. One by one they saw other units taken off 

the beach, and out to sea and England; yet they stuck uncom­

p,lainingly to their tasks until there were no more wounded 

to tend or boats to carry them away, (77) 

(76) A-13 p. 49-50 (77) A-3 p. 428 
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The smoke screen that had a few moments before been a 

help now proved a hindrence, Landing craft were unable to 

locate the small groups of survivors, and finally had to with­

draw because of the terrific curtain of fire that the Germans 

were maintaining, (?8) 

The last ship to leave the area was the destroyer with 

General Roberts on board, His destroyer went in to the beach 

in a final attempt to pick up any men who might be in the 

water, This lone destroyer was the sole target of every 

weapon the enemy could bring to bear, Machine-gun bullets 

ricocheted crazily from the steel plates around the bridge, 

Now and then men were spotted clinging to rafts and wreckage, 

and hoisted aboard, As the destroyer was moving out of the 

harbor a Folk-Wulf 190 penetrated the fighter screen, raked 

the ship from stem to stern with it's eight machine-guns, 

and dropped a bomb, That was the first time that a Folk-Wulf 

had ever been used as a dive bomber, and one of the few times 

that day that the Luftwaffe had been successful in penetrating 

the fighter screen, (?9) 

Accompanying Air Action 

In the original planning, it was hoped that the raid 

would provoke the German aircraft into rising and giving battle, 

The Luftwaffe met the challenge, With the coming of dawn the 

German fighters began appearing, until 50 to 100 were at the 

scene, By 1000 hours the bombers made their appearance, At 

this time the RAF was over the area in great strength and they 

maintained their strength over the area until nightfall, ~\In 

addition to the shooting-up of the houses behind the promenade 

of Dieppe and the laying of smoke over the eastern headlands, 

(?8) A-3 p, 428 (?9) A-1 p, 144 

32 



• • 
snd for the withdrawal, a constant and very efficient air 

umbrella was being maintained above the Naval Forces.'/ Not 

many of the enemy aircraft were able to penetrate this curtain. 

(80) 

\l Though damage was caused by near misses to several craft, 

the only major ship sunk of the force was the destroyer 

Berkeley, Shortly after 1300 hours a Junkers 88 had jettisoned 

it's load after being attacked by a Spitfire, By ill luck, 

the Berkeley happened to be underneath when the bombs fell, 

tier bridge was destroyed and she received a fatal blow,H (81) 

At 1030 hours, the American Army Air Force sent 24 

Flying Fortresses, escorted by four squadrons of Spitfires, to 

bomb the airfield at Abbeville, This airfield, the nearest 

the enemy had, was hitjwith such good effect that 16 aircraft, 

at least, were destroyed or damaged at the dispersal points, 

and the airfield itself put out of action for a vital two 

hours, In addition, the controllers for the whole of that 

fighter area appear to have been killed or wounded, for the 

control remained out of action until the evening, when a new 
ti 

and unfe.miliar voice came on the air, (82) 

\Throughout the action, up to the hour of withdrawal, the 

Air Force received frequent requests for curtains of smoke to 

be laid, mainly on the eastern headland, for batteries to be 

bombed, These requests were met to ~ne limit, Many had 

been anticipated, for Vice-Marshal Leigh Mallory, in his head­

quarters at No, 11 Group, could see with great clarity every 

move of the battle as it took place before him on the map, 

Throughout the operation he knew exactly what was happening 

and was able to anticipate every move of the enemy in the air,f 

(80) A-1 p, 141 (81) A-1 p, 141 (82) A-1 p, 142 
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Altogether, his aircraft made over 2,000 sorties. Among them, 

special mention must be made of the reconnaissance aircraft 

of Army Co-operation Command, two squadrons of which came 

from the R.C.A.F. These American-built Mustangs ranged far 

and wide over Northern France. It was among them that the 

heaviest casualties were sustained, for they were flying alone, 

outside and far beyond the main area of air cover.I/ In addit­

ion to this, they were subjected to intense anti-aircraft fire 

from friendly units, the Mustangs closely resembled the 

Messhersmidt 109. (83) 

~ Between dawn and nightfall, 93 German aircraft were known 

to have been destroyed--43 of them bombers, a further 44 

probably destroyed, and 148 damaged. The evidence seemed to 

indicate that the German loss in aircraft destroyed may have 

been as high as 170.lf This represented between a quarter and 

one third of the enemys front line strength at that time. The 

Royal Air1'orce losses were 98 machines and 68 pilots. (84) 

Home Port 

Lead by the H.M.S. Calpe back through the mine fields, 

the return trip to England was mostly uneventful, due to the 

cover given by· the Royal Air Force. Despite the overcast 

weather, the Luftwaffe made several determined attempts to 

bomb the weary men on the ships, but all were successfully 

beaten off. Shortly after midnight the ships had all return­

ed to the ports from which they had sailed. (85) 

The following day, newspapers in the United States were 

prone to exaggerate the participation of United States troops 

in the raid. Many carried splash headlines saying, "U.S. 

Troops Land with Commandos in Biggest Raid!", "U.S. and 

( 83) A-4 p. 274 (84) A-4 p. 274 

,4--t P.34 '" '-



• • 
British Invade France!", "Tanks and u.s. Troops Smash at 

French Coast!" This certainly had a very poor effect on our 

allies who had carried the brunt of the losses on the raid, 

and who were informed that only 50 u.s. troops had partic­

ipated, English newspapers carried the headlines, mentioned 

above, in their own newspapers, with the statement that they 

expressed the sentiment of the American newspapers. (86) 

(86) A-11 p. 66 

Analysis and Criticism 

In studying the 26 different volumes of books, m.aga-
• 

zines and newspaper articles, both official and unofficial, 

the first thing that struck me was the tremendous losses 

incurred in the operation. 

After the operation \lthe Canadian government announced 

from Ottawa that of the 5,000 Canadian troops engaged a total 
\,.,u,-~-

of 3,350 killedlwounded or missing. Subsequent announcement 

raised the total to 3 ,372,// Remember this report covered 

only the Canadian losses and did not include the losses of 

the RAF, the Royal Navy, the Commandos, the U, S, Rangers, 

the Fighting French or the Free Poles, 

After considering the losses incurred, consider the 

objectives that were accomplished: 1. The destruction of 

one heavy coastal defense battery at Varengeville, 2, Des­

truction of the Radio-detector station at Pourville, 

3, Only minor damage on the city of Dieppe and the surrounding 

areas, In view of the concrete objectives gained the raid 

can only be classed as a failure. 

Let us examine the reasons for this failure. 

At Berneval the vessels carrting the assault troops 

were scattered by the clash with the German armed trawlers 

35 



• • 
and the enemy was alerted in that sector. The assault on 

the position was delayed and disorganized. However, one 

landing craft was successful in carrying out its mission, 

to a limited extent. The Commander of this small group did 

not have the means available, or did not use them, to 

request reinforcements, and the reinforcements could have 

been available from the floating reserve, to capitaliBe on 

the defenders weakness in the area. 

At Puita, the Royal Regiment of Canada landed 25 

minutes behind the planned schedule. Yet no attempt was 

made to change 
~- - ••• • ••. -··- .. ~ 

their landing to another point other tha~ ___ ,,,_ 

directly into the guns of the defender ~ the concealment 

afforded by darkness had vanished with the rising sun, 

I feel that paratroops could have been used mueh more 

efficiently in that particular area, Then, even though the 

time table had been interrupted, a force would have been 

available to attack the enemy batteries in the area and to 

assislthe main force in their landing, 

At Pourville, the vital terrain feature was the western 

headlands, This fact was not recognized in the planning 

and when the Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders passed through 

the area, a company was left to reinforce around the Pour­

ville area. This unit could have been put to a better use 
·? 
'· in reinforcing the South Saskatchewan's on the headlands. 

On the main beaches the basic plan of attack was a 

frontal assault on a fortified position, Military history 

has proven time and time again that this is the most expen­

sive method of attack used in warfare. Here too, the Calgary 

tankers followed the infantry onto the beaches before the 

infantry had had an opportunity to knock out the enemy 
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anti-tank defenses . .1::1.ad the tanks been successful in 

getting off the beaches they would undoubtedly have been 

restricted in their movements within the city because of 

the street blocks constructed by the Germans. I believe 

that the tanks should have been held in a reserve status 

until a successful landing had been established, and then 

committed. This could have been accomplished at Pourville. 

Here the tanks would have been free to maneuver and better 

employ their weapons in support of the infantry in a flanking 

assault on Dieppe. 

Smoke was used very effectively in screening the 

movements of our forces from the enemy both by the ground 

troops and by aircraft. 

In the matter of defense of a fortified position, we 

may learn several things from the German failures at Varenge­

ville. The German failed to provide parallel lines of com­

munication. When the commandos cut the wire lines to the 

battery positions the observation post lost its effective­

ness and the battery could not fire effectively. Radio 

should and could have been used. Also the German did not 

provide any security detachments tor this battery position. 

Many of the P-51 1 s or Mustangs used by the RAF were 

subjected to anti-aircraft fire from their own forces. This 

clearly demonstrated the need for a better program of a.ir ~ 
recognition. 

( .... \ 

On the level of\highjtheater command an attempt should 

have been made to properly orient the newspapermen of smaller 

units that are participating in any combined operation. The 

impression that any one member of the team is trying to gain 

all of the glory of any operation must be avoided. American 
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newspapers created a very poor impression on our Canadian 

neighbors and our English Allies with their policy of over 

emphasis on the American participation in the raid. 

Lessons Learned 

l, Surprise against a hostile shore is usually impos­

sible to attain, 

2, Each landing craft should carry some means of radio 

communications to the headquarters ship, 

3. Coastal defense guns must have adequate protection 

within its own position when placed on a shore subject to 

the attack of an enemy. 

4. In the attack. of a well defended position in day­

light hours, heavy casualties must be expected and planned 

for. 

5. Key terrain features must be siezed to prevent fi:re 
•-~. GCl !Wil!IM ~~~"'' ........... --.-......... , ..... _il.:•~;.~,$,1; .. '4~.~•,·•..l!M~:Y,~ 

and observation of the enemy. • • • '~'"'"'"''''' 
..........,__.......,~.._,..,1r ~ 1n•n l!liil o; 

6. After seizing key terrain features it must be 

expected th;t .. ~th~~ e~emy will countera tta~k-i~~-dia'teli'~and 
, e, t h , 1 v..Jt16 e em#!iti:1"\Mili ~~~• :r & 

vig~rously, • 

?, Key terrain features must be reinforced to with-
• .....,,,...,_ · -.9W,,.u.c I t .,.<!f...:..r•,.v~/!l'<',r' 

stand and repel -any counterattack the enemy can bring to bear. 
111/l v.101,n ...,.. ..... 

8, Smoke can be used effectively to screen movement 
II I 

and prevent observation by the enemy, 
-~~·AJ/L"',',---;,_-~.-r.':F.,~Wll'V~~llt-· !Ii lJJ•H a a z • z l"1 

9, The attack on an enemy position that is well forti-

fied must be preceeded by a saturation bombing attack. 

10. Large caliber naval guns can be used to give close 

support to the infantry in the attack of a fortified position. 

11, The main attack on a fortified position should be 
::,St.,,i .&., ZF77 • ~ .. ~~ -~ 

from the flanks and not a frontal attack whenever pcissi'tle • 
. , ... ,,.TM~~~>t;l!'"/lt",,..,.flS:J..,.~ :. ► zw,~· 

12. The plan for any operation must be flexible and the 
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commander must remember that the plan is flexible. 

13. Self-propelled artille.ry should follow the infantry 

to give close support after the beaches have been cleared. 

14. Tanks should not land until anti-tank positions 
.._ ______ ,... __ ,~...-:.~.::.r,..~--,~-~~i>:i.';;~--o\t.i'll'~'~r.·~.•':' ,-"C 

have been knocked out and the beach cleared of obstJcles. 

15. Every man engaged in the operation must have a 

clear understanding and complete knowledge of the entire 
.__ ___ -p,. ___ ___.Q Ml! II •~tltYt1llf I I llf!IJll.~lll,i.ii.JIR¢.i .;. f 1 W\'-'~"'-i-~ 

plan. 

16. In establishing a beach-head the minimum force 

necessary should be used to force the landing and then 

successes may be exploited with a mobile reserve, 

17. Adverse public opinion may be created in the minds 

of Allies by glorifying the participation of one element or 

unit of a combined operation, 

18, In releasing casualty figures it is well to issue 

one set of correct figures only. 
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