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OPERATIONS D1 THE AIEUTIAN ISLANDS 

3 JUNE 1942 - 24 AUGUST 1943 

INTRODtX:TION 

In the Spring of 1942, the United States line of defense in the 

Pacific la7 in a diagonal. line from AllStralia to Pearl Harbor, thro11gh 

the lfidwa7 Islands and north to the .Ueutiana. Guam and Wake Island.a, 

our outposts farther to the west, had alread7 fallen to the Japanese. 

It was imperative that this line be held, and strengthened with bases} 

~ for the defense of Continental United states, and later, for 

the offense. (1) 

The bombing of the Japanese hoa isl,.an:is by the Doolittle Ra:id 

caused that l&llpire to look to the east and nat"theast, with the view 

of extending its perimeter of defense. A dual operation was ordered 

to accomplish this end, with attacks against Jddwq in the Central 

. Pacitic, and the Aleutian Islanl.s in the north. 
~ ' 

T.t. operation against lfidwST failed lll1serabl1,,@ ~e Japanese 

lavy s11ffer:£Js its worst defeat in over three centuries. However, ene 

cla7 prior to the llidway attack, the s!condary attack of the Japanese 

came off on schedlll.e with an attack againat the Aleutian Islands, the 

neareet American territory to the Japanese homel111d at that time. (2) 

""~ The mission of the/4.lleutian Force was threefold: "l) To break 11p 

IIJlY offensive action the Amsricans might. contemplate againllt Japan by 

wa7 of the Aleutians; 2) To set 11p a barrier between the United States 

and Rllssia in the event. that Ruaaia determined to join the United States 

in its war against Japan; alli 3) To make preparations, thro11'1 the con

atruction of advance air bases, for fllture offensive action.• (3) 

(1) A-1, P• 125, 126; (2) A-2, P• 78, 79; (3) A-3, P• 2 



• • 
THE JAPAIIESE .ASSAULT 

The Japanese Naval Force attacking the Aleutians was made up of 

two aircraft carriers, two seaplane tenders, senral crwers and 

destroyers and from four to s:ix transports. On 3 June 1942 the Japanese 

launi:hed fighters and l:ombers from carriers positioned iouth of Dutch 

Harbor. These planes flew over the naval base at Dutch Harbor and the 

nearb7 &I"m1' camp of Fort Jleara~bou:t. 0600. (See .lfap A) 

This raid~\ accomplisied b7 fifteen planes flying in waves ot 

three. The attack was over in about twent7 minutes and little damage 
I}{, 

had been done. One nav7 patrol plane was strafed and several tires were 

set to barracks and warebouae buildings. Shore and ship anti-aircraft 

batteries had been forewarned and were firing at the Jap raiders before 

the 1:o.oi>ing began. The few ships in the harbor got llllier way and. not one 

•a• hit. 

The next da7 the enemr carriers were located b7 ar111r bombers a:id 

navy patrol aircraft., Several torpedo and bolllbing runs were made bu:t. the 
JI 

results of the attack were not. known. The Japanese made several reconnais- ;ii"' ', 
,I 11,J..{ ( ,· , I 

sance flights over Dutch Harbor and later in the da7 the base was attacked 0 

for the second time. This attack consisted. of 32 planes and caused con

aiderable damage. An old station suppl7 ship that bad been beached. and 

uaed to quarter civilian workmen was bombed and destro:,ed by fire. 

Several fuel oil tanks, a warehouse, ard an aircraft hangar were razed 

by fire, Total casualties of these two raids amwrt.ed to approxilllltel.y 

forty-four militar7 per10nnel killed, fort;y-nine wounded, and one civilian 

Another attack was made at Fort Glenn on Ulllll&k Island, about. sevent.7 

miles west of Du:t.ch Harbor. (See .lfap A) It is not believed tint this was 

(4) A-4 
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a plamed attack since the Japs did not have &17 intelligence as to the 

existence of the ar111,7 baee there. It • happened the Jap planes had 

chosen a rendezvous point al.most directl7 over the arav illlltallation 

there. The7 then became engaged b)" American fighters and suffered the 

lose of fOlll' planes in the ensuing fight.. (5) 

~ 
'JAP.&BESE OCCUPATION IN NORTH AMERICA 

Upon return of the aircraft to tbeir carriers from their second 

da7•s attack, the naval fcrce sailed south and hovered oft' the end of 

the Aleutian Chain. Two IIIOl'e aircraft carriers fro111 the beaten Kidwa7 

force joined. the Japanese ships to offer additional protection fro• 

expected Anerican attacks. Since the American Arnv am l'iaV7 planes did 

not. locate the Japanese force, the ships divided in two forces an:\ headed 

toward the islands to be occupied. ( 6) 

One force landed a naval battalion at Kiska on 6 June. (See Kap A) 

A sJUll American naftl detachment consisi.ing of one officer and ten 1118ft 

represented a United Statee weai.her detacbnent. am the onl7 persons on 

the island. These aen were tailln prieoner b7 the Japanese and the island 

was coapletely in ene .m;r hands• 

The second invasion force comprised a battalion ot' army troops. 
J,/ ~ 

The7 had irill:.ially planned to occupy both Adak and Atta. (See Kap A) 

The unexpected occupation of UJDnak b7 American forces and the nearness 

of United States land based aircraft to Adak caused the Japanese to 

concentrate all this force, on Attu. This force occupied At.tu on 7 JllJle, 

the day after Kieka was talen. The populace of At.tu comprised an pericsn 
V" 

school teacher, his wife, 111d aboui. forty-five Aluets (a branch of 1.he 

Eskimo). The Japs took 1.heee people prisoner ani secured the island. 

Initiall7 the Japanese occupied the small village of Chichagof. ( See 

(5) A-2, P• 79; (6) A-2, P• 80 
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lfllp B) Chichagot Harbor wae not suitable tor the laming of 1111.pplies 

in quantity so the enelllV moved to Holtz Bay where the main c1111p was set 

1.lP• Chichagot was maintained by a small muiber of. lll8ll as a Sl.lbsidisr, 

base. (7) 

AMERICAN STRATEGY 

The Japanese occupation ot Kiska snd Attu was 110t discovered by 

.American air reconnaissa11Ce until several days after· it had talen place. 

Although daily attelllpta were msde to reconnoiter the islands and ocean · 
~ 

areas tor hOBtile forces, bad weather prevented successful intelligence. 

As soon as the Japanese occupation ~~s >-t::;;;,f/ the Navy aui Ar.,,- Air 

Forces began recoDnaissance, bolllbing am strafing IIWlsions. They were 

flown as often as the weather permitted. (8) 

Pla1111 were made to establiBh new air bases on other outlying islands 

in the Aleutian Chain to increase the effectiveness of our air intelligence 

and to better support our air missions. Thill was accomplished by occupy

ing Adak and Atka Islands on 30 August 1942; and Amchitka Islam on 12 

Janll&r:, 194-3. {See lfllp A) Securing such bases assured American air and 
{t/,w) 

1
• 

sea control ot the Aleutiailil. Thus a blockade began which caused the 

Japs no end ot d.ii'f:leulties am hardships. 

A Japanese transport ship enroute to Attl.l bearing reenforceunts 

am supplies was 111.lnk on 19 February by a small United States naval 

patrol. Tbs next mission t.o rempply the garrisons on Attu and Kiska was 

accomplished by a large convoy in which the entire strength or .the 

Japanese Fitth Fleet was employed. Thia was the last mccesatul resup~ 

run made by Japanese surface vessels. The next run resulted in an iaportent 

navel battle on 27 March 1943, off the Komandorski Islands between the 

Japanese Fifth Fleet am a small Aalil.rican Fleet, (See llap A) A bombard-

(7) A-2, P• 80; A-3, P• 2; (8) A-2, P• 80 
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ment dual between the big gWIII or both neets assessed be avy damages 

against the outnumbered Aaerican Fleet, 1li th the Japanese sui'fering the 

lesser damage. There were no aircraft employed by either force, but 

fearing an air attack by American lam. based plaa~:.=my witb:1.rew. 

After this action the submarine becaae the vessel used in supplying 

the ene111,V held islands. (9) 

ALEl1rIAR WEATHER .AND TERRAIN 

In no other part of the 11:> rld did the weather becoae such a vital 

factor in influenc~ the coni11:t of war as in the Aleutians. (10) 

The significance rL this weather requires further explanation and the 

author feels it is of consequence to expound a little on the subject. 
'? 

The w~t.her in the Aleutians is the :ir imary factor for .~ retarded -L 

growth. The weather is geJBral throughout the :,ear, rather than seasonal.". 

Clsar days with sunshine are a rarity and ay co111 in December as well as 

in lray or June. The teq,erature on the Aleutian Chain rarely ever equals 

artic aenrity. Icy rain or mow fall.a practically enry day or the :,ear. 

Winds blow across the narrow islands fro.m. the Pacific Ocean to the Bering 

Sea ani back again at very hip velocity, frequently exceeding one 

hwxired mils• per hour. Thick fogs envelope the islan:ls in such depth 

that even these winds fail to dispel it. Tm rugged peaked .mountains 

average about three thoasand feet ani the greater part of them are al.Jrays 

covered with 11now. Due to the con11tant severity of the weather the seas 

etorm against the rugged island.a fir days at a till8 making lmding and 

. loading or unloading operatioDS imposeible. There are any days NI.en no 

outside work can be done at all. 

TbB dampness aid soil on theee islallis restrict. the growth of any 

trees other than a scrub tree. Streaks and areas of san:I. are spotted 

(9) A-2, P• 81, 85; (10) A~5, P• 28 
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over the islands w:lth the greater part wildly covered with twidra. The 

tWldra ie a wild wet grase which grows on wieven, soaked, furrowed 

ground. It is so soft that in places a man can fall thro11gh it to his 

knees. The tWldra will mt support jeeps or tracked vehicles very 

easily, except in sandy areas. Jlany areas are just a black, thick mire, 

practically impossible to traverse. (11) 

GENERAL PLAE Fm RECAPTORDIG THE ALEUTIANS 

Tha Japanese had gradually built 11p the strength of their troops 

on Kiska and Att11. By Jlay 1943 there were approximately 5,400 troops 

on Kiska and 2,500 troops on Attu. (12) 

Units of the 7th Infantry Division were selected to comprise the 

main forces to make the assalllt on Kiska and Attu Island•• The pr:ineiple 

elelll.Ell ts or the force were: 

17th Infantry Regiment. 

32m Infantry Regi.meit. 

48th Field Artillery Battalion 

49th Field Artillery Battalion 

78th Coast Artillery (!!) Regimnt. (less l battalion) 

5oth ·lngineer Bat.talion 

Attached lledical and other ·Se"iee Troops, 1111d, 

1st Battalion, 4th Infart.ry Regi.11111 rt. ( to CGll8titut.e the reserve, 

stationed at Adak). (13) 

The 7th Inf'ant.ry DiY1sion had been training as a motorized IIIllt 

on the lfobave Desert 1n California expecting to participate in desert 

warfare in Jllortb Africa. This ch111ge in plans caused the division to be 

transferred to Fort Ord, California. ·A three month training phase began 

here, emphasising amphibious operations and basic infantry tactics. The 

(ll) A-3, P• l; (12) A-2, P■ 80; (13) A-2, P• 103, A-3, P• 4 
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training schedllle included several cruifis am 11111phibio11s landings, 

including one aajor larding at San Clements Island off the coast of 

California. These landings were planned ard executed in great detail, 

except that the unloading of suppl:ies was simulated. And teo, the terrain 

coald not be compared wJt.h that of the Aleutians. 

Originally the Alllilrican High Co.llUll&oi in Washington intended to 

assault am secure Kiska, and then invade Attu. Ho•ver, it was later 

decided to take Attu first aid perhaps make it easier to capture Kiska 

later. Th.is change did not greatly effect tbil training of tl:e unit.a or 

hamper the overall efforj;s, and plans of tbt joint naval-al'l!V staff. 

Th.is staff had been selected fro.Ill army officers of tht Alaska Defense 

Comard and n&'lfY officers of t!JI North Pacific Fleet who were· a1II: f8.lllil.iar 

with cOllditions as fown in Alaska 111d the ileut.iam. (14) 

Colliaandera of the force were: 

Suprea Coaiander - Rear Admiral T. c. Kinkaid 

laval Assaiilt Force Co111111111der - Rear Admiral F. W~ Roclarell 

Landing Force co-der - Major Gemral Albert Eo Brown 

(7th Division qo.llUll&llder). (15) 
., -~ 

All clothing and eqlliplllent was issued to the troops prior to sail-

ing from the United State•. Tbe troops were tactically loaded on the 

ahips from which they 10uld later launch their landing, and on 30 A:iril 

the invasion forces arrived at Cold Bay, Aluka. (16) (See lfap A) 

THE ATTU PLAN OF ATTACK 

Eigbt. plans were developed for tbil attack on At.tu Islam prior to 

sailing for Alaska. All but one were variations of the saae plan kno1111 

as Plan "A". This plan called for tbe main attack to tale place at 

Jlassacre Bay in tile sooth wi t.b a secondary effort to be made from tbe 

(11.) A-3, P• 4; (15) A-2, P• 103; (16) ~3, P• 5 
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north at either Red or Scarlett Beaches which are north and west of 

Holtz Bay. The exception to these plam was to 11ak.e a frontal attack on 

Black Beach on the West Arm of Holtz Bay. (See Jrap B) (17) 

After arriving at Alaska the troops spent over a 1110nth aboard ship 

in Cold Bay. During this t:l.a frequent conferences were held b:, the 

.jolint commanders and staff w;ii;h the result that a new plan was devised. 

In gemral. the plan was about the same as Plan 11A• except that a pro

visional battalion was made up of ultits formerly scb3dlll.ed to be small, 

separate advance elesli!Dts attacking frOII several different locations. 

The plan approved stld now to be acted upon set the date far the 

attack on Attu as 7 lfay 1943. This plan called fer t110 main landings 

am two subsidiary landings with each to be made independently of the 

other. (18) 

The Southern Foree commanded by Colonel Edward Po Earle, the 17th 

Iafantr;r C011111Bnder, eonsieted of the 2nd an:I. 3rd Battalions of the 17th 

J:nfantr:,; the 2nd Battalion of the 32nd Infantr:r; three batteries ot 

field artillery (105-how) and supporting troops. Tile Southern Force was 

to land on llassaere Beach with the llission of advancing up llassacre 

Valley to seize Jaralin Pass am Clevesy Pass, and then B10Ve toward the. 

Holtz Bay area and join up with the Northern Foree. (See Kap C) Thll 

combined forces were to first hold and tben destroy the ea,m:r in the 

Chiehagof Harbor area. (19) 

The Northern Foree CQlllll!lnded by Lt Colonel Albert V. Hartl con

sisted of ti. 1st Battalion, 17th Inf'antr;r; one battery of f:iald. artillery 

(105 how) atld aipporti11g troope. Thie force was to land at Red Beach 

with the mission of attacking and clearii:g the west arm. of Holtz Bay and 

(17) A-6, P• 3; {18) A-6, p, 4; (19) A-3, P• 6 
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secure tbs high growv:I (.lloore R:idge) between the west ar:d east arms of 

the bay. (See 1&9.p C) After joining the Southern FCll'ce, the Northern 

FCll'ce was t.o complete the capture of the Holtz Bay area and the valley 

to the southwest. The lst and 3rd Battalions, 32nd Infai:t.r7 and two 

battalions of field artillery were to remain aboard ship in reserve 

un:ier co11111.and of Colonel Frank L. Culin, the 32nd Infantr7 CoDlllllnder. 

(20) 

A Provisional Battalion commanded by the oonmanding officer of the 

7th Scout Company would take his company and the 7th Reconnais aarc e 

Troop (less one platoon) and land from a destroyer aai two sublllarinss 

at Austin Cove. (See JIii) C) The mission of this small force was to 1110Ve 

to the west end of the valley opposite the west arm of Holtz Bay, attack

ing the main ene1111 fcrce and thereby w:li:.b:irawing his attention from the 

larger Alarican Force which would attack hilll from his rear. The Pro

visional Battalion lOUld assist the Northern Force by fire action and 

join it after 16:>ore R:idge was taken. (21) 

The other landing was to be lllllde at Alexei Point, east of Jrassacre 

Bay, by one platoon of the 7th Reconnaissance Troop. (See Map C) Its 

mission was to protect the rear of the Southern Force by reconnoitering 

and exploiting the area between Lake Nicholas an:!. llassacre Bay, They 

were to destroy enem;y detachm111ts and installations and join the Southem 

Force at Clevesy Pass, (22) 

Only the gemral outline of this plan was made known to all com

manders and troops, The finer details had not been worked out when the 

convoy sailed from Cold Bay to assault Atta. Due to restriction of com

lllWlieations it was most dilf:lcult to traDSlllit directions, orders, and 

~..L 
question leaders while enroute to tm combat area. (23) 

(20, 21, 22) A-3, P• 6; (23) A-6, P• 4 
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While the task force was at Cold Ba7, neither the Coammding General 

of the landing forces nor the Co11111ander ot the amphibian forces CanB shore 

to inspect the terrain which waa similar to that of Attu. A few arlll1" 

officers were all that were pe:naitted to aet foot en Cold Ba7. While 

waiting at this station tm clothing ani particularl7 the boot.a that had 

been issued to the growid troops were found to be inadequate against the 

wet, cold an:!. ic7 weather. An attenpt was 11&de to exchange a:>111111 of tl:ese 

ite• but due to the shortage ot t:11111, the desired results were not 

obtained. (24) 

THE ASSAUI:l' al ATTU 

Tm original date for the Attu Invasion was set as 7 Ma7 1943. 

(25) Weather delayed the sailing of tl:e convo1 from Cold Ba7 at the 

very beginning, After cruising off the island ot At.tu, the weather 

postponed the operation four dif'ferfflt tias aid changed II-hour jut as 

often. Fog had so besieged the island an:!. sea that several of our 

destroyers collided with one another and were forced to return to a 

nearby base. (26) 

THE SOUTHERN FORCE 

The Southern Force landed its first troops at 1620 on ll May 1943 

withollt any- enelllf resistance. Tl:e force mowd out toward Jar.min PaH 

with thil 2nd Battalion, 17th Infantry- moving forward aloqr; Hogback Ridge 

on tl:JI right while the 3rd Battalion advanced up the floor of the 

valley. (27) 

The tractor-towed f:lald artiller7 attEllllpted to follow the infantry 

an1 immediate:cy hlilcaJIIS trapped in thlil Aleutian black mwi as the tundra 

gave wa7 un:l.er the weight of the vehicles an:!. guns. WM.h 1110vement of the 

guns restricted 8'1d te1111eul(f1J' ?L __ id 1r• the artillery was readied for 

(24) A-6, P• 4; (25) A-6, P• 2; (26) A-6, P• 5; (27) A-3, P• 7. 

12 



• • 
action on the beaches, A target was soon located b;r the leading elemeat.s 

of the main body and tbe artillery- fired the first shot to begin ti. 

action on this island. Later the artiller7 moved inlsnd on temporary 

roads made b;r the e11gineers with tractors. 

Companies 8lld platoons were paralleling tb9 advame of the main bod7 

•Y guarding the flanks aid ax:ploiting tbs high groom on each side of the 

valle7, Each un:it ran into small ou:t.posts of Japanese who guarded the 

valle7 approaches from Slll'l'Ollnd.ing co-mding gro1111d. None of the enea;r 

first encountered did mre thlb fire a few shots and b,111'1'iedly withdr~w. 

Later in the day all units had progressed to along a lins approximateq 

six hwldred ;rards from Jarmin Pass when the y at a stiff Japanese de

fensive line. The Japanese had certainq taken advantage of the terrain. 

Their exact positions could mt be located antil. after several attempt.a to 

!lm'e forward with artiller7 s11pport, all units fo1111d themselws hopeless~ 

plmlled down. The So11thern Force dag in and prepared to spend their first 

night in defemive perimeters far short of tbe:lr objectiws, (28) 

·Thi Japanese dolllinat.ed the Vlll.le7 from. high positions on Henderson 

Ridge, Black an:l Cold lbuntains, Sarana Nose an:l Point Able. {See .llap 

C) Fog hid the well concealed positiom from observation by the Allericans, 

bot the valley was clear and allowed the Jape to lay down dead~ enfilading 

crossfires. Desperate am vigorous frc,ntal attacks were made for the mxt 

five da;ys to capt.are Jarmin Pass. ilthe11gh the 3rd Battalion on the left 

made alight gains, it bore beav;r casualties and. did not sacceed sl1fticient

~ to malce any appreciable change in the tactical sit11ation. The 3rd 

Battalion was replaced b7 the reenfcrced 2nd Battalion, 32nd Inf'antr7. 

AttackB were renewed with this fresh battalion in conjunction with tlB 

2nd Battalion on the right, All these attacks failed. 

( 28) A-3, P• 8 am 9. 
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By this tilU tha Anerican troops were 11u.tfer.i.ng casualtie11 from 

exposure am lack of suppliu as well as from tlB enemy. All mpplies 

had to be hand carried because tbs vehicles could not. travel over the 

Tundra or up the rugged muntains. It was difficult. for a lll!ln to walk 

at all arr:! carrying supplies by hand was not contemplated to this de

gree. Th• clothing worn by tha troops proved inadequate against the 

fre•zing wind, rain anl. snow. The leather boots the 111n wore were little 

protection from the icy water filled foxholes. 

The situation was becoming desperate. General Brown ordered the 

1st Battalion, 32nd Infant.ry: on board ship in reserve_,, to lind at Jfassacre 
1/ . 

Bay as reenforcemaits. He also requested that the 1st Battalion, 4th 

Iafart.ry in reserve at Adak Islam be brought to aipport tlB southern 

Force. Thsse battalions joined the force, increasing the streqi:th to 

five battalions. On 17 llay, Jfajor Gem:ral Eugene II. Landrwa, for.m.erly 

co-mding gemral of Adak, arrived an:l relieved General Brown as co. 

mander of all grown forces on Attu. 

Thllre had been no cont.act or coimmnication between the Southern 

am Northern Forces. By 16 JIily thll Northern Force had seized the high 

grou.nd overlooking the site of the main Japanese bue at Holtz Bay. 

To prevent being attacked from their rear, tbe Jap defenders 'llbo had 

been holding off the So11thern Forces withdrew on 17 Jfay t.o positions in 

the direction of Chichagof. Tbi!se positions protected Clevesy Pass. 

This J110ve was e:mecuted during the night, 11n0bserved by the Aneriean 

Forces. 

Later that day whion the Jap withdrawal was discovered, ti. Southern 

Force JIOWd into Jarmin Pass. In tlB valley be:,oa:I tbl pasa tile Southern 

Foree linked up with tlB Northern Foree. The Northern Force had occ11pied 

the main Japanese base in Holtz Bay. (29) 

(29) A-3, PP• 9-13 
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THE N<RTliERN FCRCE 

On ll llay 1943, tbe sa• day the So11them Force landed at llassacre 

Bay-, the Northern Fcrce landed at Red Beach. ThiB beach was onl,y about. 

one lumired yards long am due to tm jagged rocks thlreabout, only two 

landing crafts coulp land side by side at a tiae, The beach extended 

seventy tiw ,ard• inland am then steep,, two h.indred and fifty foot 

hills towered above• A party at Alaskan Seoats and !lavy personnel 

reconnoitered Red Beach priar to the landing o.t' the main body to ass.ire 

the feasibility o.t' unload.inc there. Fog that limited visibility to om 

hundred yarde protected this la:iding which was only thre.e miles west 

o.t' the Japanese main camp in Holtz Bay. (See Jlap C) Lt Col Hartl•• 

lst Battalion, 17th ln.t'antry- C&llil ashore, climbed tbl steep hills am 

advanced along tm high grourd tcward Holts Bay, Tm left flank was 

secured by a patrol following the beach. It was this detachment that 

had tlw f:irat Japanese cont.act. Afier killirg part o.t' a Jap beach patml 

their presence was acknowledged by- the tire from Japanese dual purpose 

77- AA g11r1a. Evidently the enenir d:ld not discover tlB main body moving 
(, ).c 

forward on tbl high grow.I' p. advanced until dark. The battalion had 

no cont.act with the enemy and the comander was not. certain of his loca

tion, 80 he ordered the battalion into defensive positions fer the night., 

(30) 

The fog cleared in ti» .awidle of ti» morni.Dg of the next day, 12 

.lay, The battalion commander discovered tbat tlB battalion wsa just 

eight hundred yards from Hill X, the first objective. (See .lrap C) (31) 

Patrols diecovered ti» hill was defended by enell\Y, The battalion oo-ander 

then ordered an attack against the hill with ons company enveloping the 

right flank, Enenw- snipers_ covered thiB flank and soon after the attack 

began tlB battalion waB pinned oown. This was ti:. battalion's first 

(30) A-6, P• 5-7; (31) A-6, P• 8 
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action aai they were figj:ltiug an Wl8een enemy. The Jap positions were 

so well concealed that no targets colll.d be given the mortars or artillery. 

American patrols were dispatched to locate the snipers, Upon retw-n to 

the battalion these patrols received more fire from their own troops 

than they did from the enelllf, After several boors some of the enemy 

positioll8 were located, The 105 howitzer field artillery battery was in 

position on Red Beach am tlB 75 hollll.tzers from the Camon Company were 

in positioll8 i111111ediately in rear of the hattalion. Raval Air am Gwlfh-e 

Officers were with the battalion collllll!lnder at his observation post. 

Throul!'P these officere the fires of the howitzers were coordinated 1flt.h 

those from. the na'7 warships off-shore. A very effective rolling barrage 

was placed on Hill I in conjunct:IDn wit.b an attack by navy figj:lter planes. 

Tbs reserve company m.ade a frontal attack on the hill with the barrage 

rolling 50 J18.rds ahead of them all the way op the hill, The Aaerican 

troops stormed tbs .hill, cap;w-ed it, and drove off a counterattack with 

close in fil!'Pting continuing ontil dark. ill of Hill I but the high 

knob on the north crest wae taken by nil!'Ptfall wit.bout a single casualt;r 

to the Anerican troops. The Japanese did inflict SOM casml ties later 

with air bursts from their AA gllD8 en the west arm of Holt~ Ba;,-. 

Tbs next 1110rning the cap; ure of Hill I was completed by IIIOl'e close 

fighting atop tlB knob of the hill, By this time the Kort.hem Force 

troops were beginning to suffer from expoaire as did the men in the 

Southern Force. (32) 

One of the two reserve hattalions on board shipJcaae asbore on 

1.3 ifay, Thia was the 3rd Battalien, 32nd lnfad:.r;r. This mm. joinsd tbe 

1st Battalion, 17th Infantry on Hill I tba next day. Colonel. Culin, the 

32nd lnfart.ry C01aander landed 1flt.h the battalion 111'.ld assWlllild COIIIIIIBlld of 

the Northern Force. A combined attack by both battalions was planned. 

(.32) A-6, p. 8,9. 
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against the Japanese camp in Holtz Bay. Thia attack took place on tm 

.nx>rning ot the 15th, (33) 

THE PROVISJI»i.AL BlTTALIOlf 

The 7th Scout Company and the 7th Reconnaissance Troop landed 

at Austin Cove on 11 .llay- !rom two subaarines aDil. a destroyer. Thia 

!orce climbed the snowy 1110untains an:l proceeded toward their objective, 

the west em o! the nlle7 opposite the west arm ot Holts Ba,. The 

next 1110rning the battalion can11 uaier fl.re troa enentr positions on tbll 

high ground west o! Holts Bay, This unit was lighting under the -1. 

d:l!!icul.1. conditions. The t.errain in this sector was particularly-

rugged am the 8111all !orce had lost many mm due to !atigus IIDd exposure. 

This provisional unit did mt advance tor tbe next tbree days, It did 

!orce the enemy to fight; facing west, thireby- relleviQg nich of the 

pressure -that would have been added to tm opposition already- againBt 

the Northam Force. There.tore it did accOlll))lish its mission. (31i-) 

THE CAPTURE CR THE :U:AIN JAPAWE BASE 

On 15 .llay- the Northern Force began thil attack on tm main Japanese 

canp in Holtz Bay. Soon alter the attack jwnped off it was diaccwered 

that the enemy bad vacated tm western sector at Holtz Bay and now defended 

positions on Moore Ridge. Thia enenv witlxlrawal permitted the Provisional 

Battalion to advance and •!!ec1. a union with the Nort.bern Force, The 
/ X 

force overran the west.em sector of the - evacuated Japanese camp. 
j') 

They dia:overed large quantities of 1111ppli8s to include'weapons, IIIIIIIIUrli--

tion am food that the Japs had left intact. (35) 

In an effort to p~ss the attack and reduce casualties, the 

Northern Force cOllllllllllder ordered a nigbt. attack on the 16th against 

lfoore Ridge, After the attack jwnped off it was discovered the enenv 

(33) A-6, P• 10; (34) A-3, P• 15; (35) A:-6, P• 12 
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had now wit1¥1.ra'lfll t.o the east arm valley. (See Kap C) On the 17th the 

!oree capl:.ured the valley aid tile ed. re Holg Bay area was then in 

American hands. The next day the Northern Force 11113\ the troops of the 

Southern Force. (36) 

THE a!ICHAOOF BAT'l'.LE 

With ti. two .lbrces - united and Jfassacre Valley partially 

secured, the Southern Force turned toward Cle,resy Pass to destroy the 

enemy that had escaped them previousl,y at Jarllin Pass. The llorthern 

Foree pressed tbl attack across the northem slops of Prendergast R.idge 

an:l the Southern Foree attacked the heighta dominating Cle,resy Pass. 

(See Kap C) After three days of bitter fighting against more Japs am 

Aleutian weather ti. enemy was cleared from Clevesy PaH am disposaessed 

from his positions on Cold Jlountain, Engineer Hill, and Point Able. On 

21 lily Jfasaacre Valley was completely secured am the 1st Battalion, 

4th Infantry had advanced. halfway across Prendergast !Udge from the 

scuth toward Chichagof. 

The eneiu;y was now fighting desperately to delay the .American troops 

advancing from the west and thl s011th. Each r:idge, bill and valley was 

strongly defended and taken onl1' after heavy figbl:,iqr. Particularly was 

this true in the northern sector. By thlil 25th the Jlortbern Force hid 

reached the base of the smw eowred Fish Hook lfountains. (See J(ap C) 

(37) 

Keanwhile, the Southern Force directed. its attack toward Chiehagof 

in t110 d:ireet.ions. The 3rd Battalion, 17th Infant17 attacked. the strong 

enemy positions on Sarans lose and the lat Battalion, 4th Infautry was 

advancing IIOl'th across Prenderga11t Wge. (See Kap C) Both of these 

units made use of all available infantry hea117 weapons and coordinated 

(36) A-3, P• 16; (37) A-3, P• 17 
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these fires llli.th artillery. As a result of this employnwnt of auppor~ 

!:ires Sarana 101111 ani Prendergast Ridge were taken with less casualties 

than in previous battles. 

The American Forces had now reached the Japanese peri.met.er that 

protected Cbichagot. The perillleter wae atop ti» Fish Hook Jrountains 

overlooking .Anerican positions from well concealed sniper aal 1111.chine 

gun positions am a deep snow-trench syste111o These DOunt.ains called 

the Fish Hook consisted of narrow gorges an:l steep, treacherous cliffs. 

It 1110uld have been euicide to atteapt the attack through Jim Fish Valley 

while tbll en8JIIT held t.he high ground, so General Landrum followed bis 

polic:, of taking high ground f:irst an:i ordered the attack against tile 

Fish Hook. (See llap C) The fighting here consisted of attacks by squads 

am iudiviwals. Tb.e terrain am weather mde this tta most difficult 

objective tbat had teen fought tor. It took six days to s11bdue. the 

ene.,. here and claim the Fish Hook. 

Onl:, Bllffalo Ridge reDBined to be talen to give tm American Forces 

COJll)lete and llhobstructed observation of the ent. :ire plateau tbat stretched 

toward Chichagof. (See llap C) The ridge was attacked but 0111T part of 

it was oocupied by our troops at nightfall on the 28th, While tba fight

ing tor Buffalo Ridge was taking place tb.e reenf'orced 3rd Battalion of' 

_ the 17th 111C1Ved up Jim Fish Valle7. General Landrwa now had all his 

forces positioned to nr,ve in on Chichagof for the kill. He d:!d not. leave 

any- Wantr7 in reserve and crdered tbJ eli:.:ire force to attack on 211 

l(ay. (.38). 

The Japanese co1111u111der, Colonel Jasuyo Jamasald had u:pected re

enforcements or at least some aid from tha ho• islanis or Kiska. Two 

air missions were dispatched i'rom. the ho• islands in Japan but neither 

f'liglrt. accomplished its mission in hittiog any 1.argets at Attu. Other 

(38) A-3, p. 18, 
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than these two attempl;e, tbl Japanese cOIIIIIIIUlder never received an;r out

side assistaa::e, (39) 

Thia same evening that Gemral Landr11111 made his pl8118 and isB11ed 

the order fort.he final attaclcthat 110l1ld win!. up the figl:t.ing on Attu 

am secure the island, the Japanese c.-mer fowli it necessary to 

take SOJIII decisive action. With approxillllltely- seven hWJired men left, 

thirty- per cent of h:is 01"iginal fQl'ce, Colonel Yamasaki realized the 

desperation of !us present. situation. His back was to the sea aa:i the 

bulk of his 111pplies atd artillery- had been captured. There was no 

hope of relief. Only- one thing was left to do -- coum;erattackl The 

Jap co111111uner very logically- deducted that th, •n !m3rican forces 

were on the high ground aC the Fish Hook. He selected to attack that 

night, the 29th, through tbs valley-, with his object.in the A.DBricag 
~...,..L 

Artiller:, Batter:, in rear of Engimer Hill. (See lfap C) He deterained 

that by- striking with his ent:ire force in the night he might reach tbs 

how:!. tzera am turn them against the .American troops oo tl11 beaches of 

lla88acre Ba:,, cut off the Bllpply lines and perhaps turn the tide of tbl 

present s:it uation. ( 40) 

Colonel Yamasaki and his troops dja attack aa:i tm surpr:ise gained 

permitted his troops to overrun the unprepared Aosrican forces in the 

valle:, ani send them rnnning, The Japs had saall detachments protecting 

the flanks of this spearheading 11181n bod:, whjch caught all the troops in 
1 . 

the rear areas unaware. Tlus action engaged close.fighting and the 

Japanese bayoneted wounded and unarmed soldiers and • dical personnel in 

a clearing station as they- wildl:, ran throogh the rear. Thls action 

caused heav:, casualties against United States fc:rcea but the effectiw

ness of the enemy- was withering with his om casualties as he advanced 

toward Clevesy- Pass. In onl:, ten minutes warning the divisional and 

(39) A-3, P• 18; (40) A-3, P• 21 
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50th Engineers ani other service troops in the area gathered the wespona 

at halli md hastily formed a defense lint along thil slopes or Engineer 

Hill t.oward Point. Able, (See lfap C) So• r1 the enemy almost reached 

tm artillery positions tm y had fought far, and very probably would have 

bu.t for the quick action or the gallant eogineera and aerv:ice troops. 

The fighting continued on through the next day with tlB Aoeriean Forces 

organized am DDpping up these scattered bands or Japanese wherever 

encountered, (41) 

Chiehagor was taken with virtually no resiatance as t!Bre were not. 

a-n;y il:>rces left there by the Jap commander, On 30 Jlay the Battle of 
,f' 

Attu had been won. (42) 
, tlJ, , -v, 

' ,,,, ,,., 
~ i,v-,,,, ~-·_ (ir 

KISKA EVACUATED - ~ .. -.1.(..- ,µV 

With Attu in possession of American troops tb!I Japanese were in 

a precariou position, Kiaka could no longer be supplied and it could. 

ffry well be expected that. tm Americans w:,ulcl strike thBre neact.. The 

Imperial Headquarters cancelled Japanese neet. op, rations in the north 

and issued a directive fer the evacuation of Kiska, Under cover of 

fog sfferal fleet. aortiea evacuated offr 5,000 troops flom Kiska by 

~ July 1943, 

American Air and Sea power in the Aleutians were a definite threat 

to Japan through the Kuriles, The defense of tl:ase islanis was weak and 

a matter or great concern t.o tbil Japanese Empire, Tbs Kiska troops 

plus other Army ani Navy troops 811d Air units were distributed to reen

farce tbs Central and Northern Ku.riles, The Japanese had alDDst tripled 

thilir stre~th in tbs Kuriles expecting a possible amphibious attack from 

tbs Aleutians. (43) 

On Adak over 34,000 United States ani Canadian tro:,ps were trained 

{41, 42) 1-3, P• 22; (43) 1-2, P• 82 
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aai acclimated for Aleutian fighting. This force landed at Kiaka on 

15 August 194.3 after ar.my- and navy air and naval fleet units had 

bombarded the island for over a 110nth. Tia Japanese evacuation was a 

surprise to this task force who secured t.lB island w:lthout a shot fired 

or any enelllY encountered. (44) 

illALYSIS JIID CRITICISK 

Tbe strengthening at tlB ileutian Islands and tbl occupation of 

Attu and Kiaka made possible a short route to the heart of Japan. Air

fields were constructed on the islands in a few weeks. Aircraft de

parting from these fields flew many missions over the industrial centers 

and military bases at Paramushiro and the Kuriles. Salli.qi fro• Aleutian 

base'!, the navy nnk eneJIV shipping along the Kuiles am bollbarded the 

islands. Recapturing .lttu and Kiska gave the United States super:lom:ty 

1n ti. air ani on the sea 1n the mrth. The Japanese were on the defelll!I~~ 7 
-- I \ 

at home an!. the Aleutian Campaign was a success, (1+5) 
--i 

Thi decision of the .American High Command to take Attu prior to 

Kiska prowd to be an excellent. choice. .lttu was not. defended as etrongly 

as was Kiska ani bT capturing the island nearest the Japanese home isl1111ds, 

the eneJIF 1 S supply route was definitely cut off, resulting in the eva

cuation of Kiska and tile successful occupation of tlB island without. loss 

of lives to American troops. 

Tha Alllarican stronghold in the Aleutians was of sllfficient threat 

to tlB Japanese homeland's security that thousands of troops were 

necessarily ke!i, in detense of tbs Kuriles thereby ireventing tbB employ

ment of these troops on other fronts. 

Comnanders participating in the Attu Campaign stated that they 

could have accomplished their mission nth aore efficiency and in a 

(l+I+) A-2, P• 81+, A-7, P• .380 & P• 11> 5; (1+5) A-2, P• 8.3, 
A-5, P• .35 
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shorter time it they hai underistood tbil details or the attack pla1111 

_): better. They hai not been given ample opport1111it7 to receive, evaluate) I,_7::,': 
am question the task force comm111der and start as to the situation am j 
orders. Tbil cnBRPnnication system was so restricted between ships that 

complete orientations ani conferences could nat 111d were not held 

between co1111111Iliera ani starts. 

It the task force commamer and subordinate c-niera explored 

@ the terrain at Cold Bay they 110uld have bad a l:Btter appreciation or 

what they were soon to be up against at Attu. 

Arter repeated at.tempts by the Southern Foree to cart,ure Clevesy 
'.., ~ 

Pass 1tailed the commander should have enployed his troops to maaeuver 
z 

over tbe high ,growJ'i arowJ'i him ani attack t.he enen,- dominating the 

objective. This was done when General Laniro relieved General Brown. 

Japanese appreciation tor terrain ani the importan::e it 

) 

~ when properly utilued is to be recognized. They organized -c_ 

key terrain 'Iii. th all around mu tu.al support. Positions were prepared in 

depth on every terrain feature protecting their base installations. 

, Connecting trenches joined these positions which were oeeup:!sd after 

_ delaying the attacker as long as possible. 

Air power was continually playing its part in t.he Aleutian 

Campaign, Although restricted by weather tbl ar.nv md naval air un:ii.s 

)( ne~er relented in their miasiollB over enenv targets. Results ot bombings 

rv--\ on Attu am Kiska were considered negligible when observed by air am 
"-t \ 

ground officers after tbe islands had been secured. Conclusion is that. 

air superiority ia D!lcessary but not. final, in tt. ultimate success or 

capturing the objeetiw. 
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Following are a f'n of' till many lessons learned during the 

Aleutian Campaign: 

l. Adequate 

ii l1'-
M", 

clothing 'ill■ L iSSJ.ed till troope participat:l.ng in 

the Attu Campaign, resulting in more casualt.ies than ehoulli haff been 

necessary. - -,lfi-J A 
• .t;l,<l' 

2. Orders mst. be di11&eminated for efficient accomplishmEnt of' ,y 
___ __. .. ..,.,....... .. - ... 1: ~ ~,,, 

tlB mission. 

3 •. ~upply personnel mu.st be aueted_s:1_~_:~~-~~ hand-
,, 

carrying''.supplies is anticipated. Supplies must. reach the front line 
~,.,..,..,.,.,,..,,,___ ~-

troops. 

4. Troops should be trained on terrain and in weather comparable 
' • ...____ _____ '--~ -··-··----- ·~~.,...·-~r...i-.. .-,.,t,"'-"""'di:;'",""""'•---~--"~' .• 

to that expected in combat. 

5. Definite procedures 1111st be established within a unit for 

permit tin("~- safe return of' iatrols into the friendly line■ withollt - '-.--,.,-.. _.,-;,,,_ . ._ ..... ...,..~--~.,,.".,..,.,...,_ .. , ... .......,,.._,,.,._~ 

being fired upon. Jfany casualties ruulted in iatrollil ba:l.ng fired on 

by their own troops when rettll'ning from patrol mission■• 

~ ... ,::.,;::.:::..'° ,:::"~ ::""'.:::".. ::,:::.u., 
) }~ o:.~~~~_wit.~ the aircraft top:::~ ba~g stra~~-~!: -.;;~~~:. 

l f'riemly planes. 
---------.., .... 

7. C"mmmicatioll8 lihould have men provided the separated forces 

to enable them to know the situation am position of' one another. These 

forces knew nothing of' one another until the7 finall,- joined. 

8. Surprise can almoe t allraYB be gained if' an attack can ba made 

owr rugged terrain at ~'J~~~~ points, such as was 1111.de by the 

Northern Force at Red Beach. This force landed onl,- three mile■ from tlB 

Japanese main camp am found no def'eneea.1t wae never expected that an 

attaekllr would launch an assalllt in su.eh a place. 

24 



• • 
9. Diverting missions by small forces can }),ft.!ll ,Q!ll 511 noe11f11J, . 

•• ·-·-.. ~---------
even when things go wrong, and should be considered wlBn possible to 

employ them. Example: Tblll Provisional Battalion caued tm Jape to 

fight facing West while the main Northern Force attacked the enell\l'" 

rear am flanks. 

10. Coordinating support.ing fires 111d rolling barrages contribute ·--------.. ~ ... -~..,.. .,,... __ ._ .. ,. ~.,....._,.,~_ ... _ .~ ....... ,..,. ........ ,, ......... --~- "~ -~· --~-....... . 
to successful attacks. J 

__. .... ~--•"'<-....... ,,,._. 

25 

/ 




