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TBB UJZOll CAMPAIGN 
9 J.ABUARY 1945 - 4 .TiJLY 1945 

Dl'1'.ll@tJC'l'IOlf 

'!'he Southwest Pacific Forces were on the man toward· the •fiJJaJ. 

objective - the home ,sJands of Japan. One major step iD this 111.0Te was 

the invasion of Imson. A general. revisw of . tbs al. tu.tion prior to this 

ima.sion will aid in undel'fltanding the importauee ot Imon to the war 

etf'ort. During 1944 mim;r operations had been l.&unched qa1nst stra­

tegi~ located islands along the "OBIBIPli i,ation routes used· by Japan in 

her control or the °l1IM11' and wilieJ.7 aeparated oases gained :I.Ji the nr. '1'ha 
.. 

success in stoppiJJg and-tv:ni:Dg back the Jap inTasions to the aouth had 

clwlged the tactics of the war -in the Pacific 1'NII a detellSive to an 

o.Uensive method of warren. This eunge in tactics was f\1rthar i.nlNred 

by the capture or such stratea:f.c areas as ll'ew Oninea, the Central and 

Northern Solomons, the Carol.hies, the Maria.Jm,as, t.eyte, and 'by liaval 

victories in the Battles . of the Philippine Sea, and Lqte Qalt. 

The need tor oases .t.Na 11h10 to operate large kval. tmi ts ad la.ni 

based airorai't had been a priary consideration in mapping the otfeasiw 

war against Japan. Sinee •leapfrog stratea" had proven so suocessf'ltl in 

all other operations in .the island warfare aga:in8t Japan, ~ those stra­

tegic operations neoessa17 to estalllish and support such bases were p)•M-4 

in the overall advenoe north a.long the 8 Islend Route•. The lllOp-up of 

bypassed ~ forces not in the direct route of eOllllllm:IA&tion eould be 

' accomplished later at the cooveni.mce of the lllied Fo~s. 

The overall plan utilised all possible forces ot~, Air, and liav,r 
,{.,_ . 

to speed up offensive action in an effort to diarapt ene&ijT C01'11Pm:'i ,.atiou, ' . 

iltlolate all major enem;y forces, and prevent reintorcEIDl8llt of u,r stronghold 

that would slow up the advance. Because of the great distance im!'olved, 

many amphibious operations were supported by Na-vy Air in close support ot 
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grOUJld units until sufi'icient .larMi bases could be prepared and utili2le4. 

• By 1 Jeuary 1945, Eighth. Jnq Headquarters had moved into X,eyte in 

preparation for operations against the enem;r in the central and southen:t 

portions of the Philippines. The J•md:fng on Mindoro afforded. bases trom 

which Eighth Jnq could feint toward Southern won as a screen for the 

main effort to be made at Lingayen Gulf on the vest side _or Central Luson 

by Sixth Jnq on 9 January 1945. (1) 

SI'!'ll'.ffl91 9F fflR PM 
(See Sketch No.l) 

According to information a:va.ilable, the enelll1" forces on Luson 

numbered 235,000. Illtelligence estimates indicated approocimately 50,000 

troops in the Central Plains area with approJd.lilately 26,000 pi the Manila 

area. Strong enemy forces were suspected in the vicinity of' the planned 

beachhead area with a conee,n.tration of forces in the San Fernade • 

(La Union) area. Units identif'ied ware the 8th, 103rd and .lf>5th Jl.1.v­

isions, the 58th and 61st Indeperdent Ml.xed Brigadea, and the 2nd 

Armored. Division. (2) Bl1u;y runy and air strength had been reduced in. 

ef'feotiveness to amall scale o~ations of .a suicidal nature. (3) The 

poesibility of' ell8111Y reillf'orcementa in land, air, and lllff8.l. strugth f'rom 

the holae islands of Japan and the contj,nent·:was given some oredenoe bath 

by the u.s. Seventh Fleet am the U.S. Sixth Jnq when risnning the asi'lanlt 

on the beaches of' Ling~ Qalf'. The possibilities of' enemy air attacks 

were considered probable from fields located in a radius of' 100 miles of' 
().. 

the laru:'t:ing beaches. Such fields as Lingqen,. ~ Cabuatuan,. ~ 

F_!rn:!\ajo and others were in easy strild.Dg distanlie, with Clark Field and i;t1 

satellites, Nichols, Nielson and other11.considered as definite dcger areas. -(4) 

(1) R-1, P• 10; (2) R-l, p. 8 - 10; (3) R-1, P• 5; (4) R-4, P• 2, 
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:riatDJ 
'!he islend or Lttson has four :important terrain features to be 

considered in p1qning an offensive operation. .l large central plain, 

extending east and south from the Lingqen area to Mm1.la is bordered by 

lllOU!ltain ranges; the eas'!; by the Sierra Madre, and on the west by the 

Zambales. North of' the Linge;yu. area, the Isl8l'ld is very 1110UBtainoUo1 'll'ith 

deep valleys .,.,mn:Sng north and sout.h. ~ detenlfive positiQJU!i had been 

prepared in all D1111mta1ns· in anti(!ipation or sn iJivUion. These positions 

were frequently made by :improving Jl1lll.el'OIUI :natural eaves. ~ all 

weather streams oould _be used w good adVSJ1tage by defending forces in all 

sectors of' the island. Good COlllllllmication lines were restriotad to a TeJ:7 
-

11111i ted number of' improved highva;rs and railroads in the :more open terrain 

' of' the isl.and, except for connecting links tbrough 80Jll8 of' the mountain 

passes. All know. bighlfl!¥8 were erlreme}T ilDportant to either the def'endw 

or attacker because of' ditticult cross coimt:c:, lllOftlllent and the seasonal· 

rains which restricted iwvement of' equipment to llard surfaced roads. The 

road net in the vicinity of' Lingqen was considered of' prilllary illlportance. 

This f'aot helped to'inf'luence the selection of landing beaches ill the 

LiDgqen area. (5) 

--1 
fi!PR ♦L WA.TIOJ-' • 

The operations on Luson Island, Philippine Islallds, were designated 

as the 11M Operations•. The first, designated as the •M-1• {Li.nga;ren llali') 

was assigned to the Sixth Arlq. 

The Si.xt.b. Arlq, c-OJ1JD1BDdAd by General Walter Krueger, had been 

directed to plsn and coordinate the 4lllphibious. lllOTIIIHDt and landing tu the 

~ G'llJ.f' area. PJ arnrfng for this operaiion ·had to be ~ed on 11hile 

Sixth Ar:ar.,- was still committed to operations on the island of'~• 

(5) R-1, p.8. 
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llnits designated to participate in this operation were wide:cy­

scattered tbrOtlghout the llllmY areas recaptured from the Japanese in the 

Southwest Pacific. This d1spcsi tion presented a ~ problem in 

logistics and operational planning •. The U.S. Third and Seventh Fleets 

were to transport and support the operation in cenj,mation with 4llied 

Air Forces. (6) In view ot the slow progress in the preparation ot a1r 

fields on Leyte and Mindoro, both the Allied Air ~s and Allied Naval 

Forces recOIDDlended the postponement ot S-Dq from 20 llecember 1944 to 

9 January 1945. Plans tor oeo:rdination.w:lth all fort¥'• in support ot the 

operation was delegated to the l"-amund:!ng General, Sixth Airsq. er) 

EISSIOlf 
Sixth ~ 1s m1ssione, were • (a) to land in th.I" TJnp;yen - llalnortis -

San Fernando (La Union) areas ot ~on.; (b) to establish a base ot oper­

ations, including facilities for uninterrupted 'naval and air operationsJ 

(o) to advance southward and seize the Central Plains - Manila area; and 

(d) by subsequent operations, .as directed by General Headquarters, South­

west Pacific J:Eoea, to establish control ~ the remefnd"l' o1' I.mlon. • 

'J'RQQ'f LISf OF mm ARMV FOR THI :cmm 9®Ifil 
' 

Hq. Sixth U.S. M.'I/IT 

Hq. I Corps (initisU:r with the 6th and 43rd Int. Div. aasigned) ' • . 

Hq. IIV Corpe. (:l,I,i+AaJl:r with the 37th and 40th Inf'. Div. assigned) 

6th Ini'entry Division 

25th Infantry Division (1nitiall;r in~ reserve) 

~7th Intentry Division 

40th Infantry Division 

43rd Infantry ll1Tision 

158:th Int; Reg. Combat 'feam (init1aJ17 "'9i"-e:lne4, uDder Jniy control) 

~th Armored Group C;initi•JJy retained Jlllder Jniy control) 

(6) R.-1, p.l; (7) :a.-1, p.5; (S) . R-1, p.5. 
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Due to illf'oma.tion of three additional enemy divisions alTiving on 

Luzon the.followillg units were assigned to Sixth Army (9) to arrive in the 

L:l.nga;yen Gulf' area as follows1 

112th Cavalry RCT ••••••••••••••••••••• 

1st Cavalry Div •............... • .... 
' 

S ,' 18 

S ,' 18 

32nd Inf. Dlv. reinforced••••••••••• S ,' 18 

33rd Div. reinforced ..•••••. • ••.•.•• •. S /- 30 

4lst Div.reinforced••••••••••••••••• S /. 32 

FINAL PLANNING 

S-Day missions of I Corps were: "To land on S-Day.in the Dagupan -

~ area of L:l.nga;yen Gulf' with the 6th and 43rd Divisions abreast and 

attacking vigorously, to destroy hostile forces encountered, seize and 

secure the Army Beachhead within the Corps zone of action; to protect the 

Army left flank; to seize and hold the Dagupan bridge until relieved by 

elements of the XIV Corps; to establish and maintain contact with XIV 

Corps; and to be prepared to seize and seaure crossings of the Agna River 

within the Corps zone of action (lo).• 

8-Day missions of the XIV Corps were: "To land on S-Day in the 

Linga;yen area of Lingayen Gulf .with the 40th and 37th Divisions abreast; 

to attack aggressively, to seize and secure the Army Beachhead within the 

Corps zone of action; to protect the right flank of Sixth Army; to es­

tablish and maintain contact with I Corps; and to be prepared to seize 

and secure crossings of the Agna River within the Corps 111one of action.• 

(ll) 

All intelligence agencies worked in close coordination with the 
' 

Navy to effect the fire plans tor pre S-Day •softening-up•. 

(9) R-3, p.2; (lo) R-1, p.7; (ll) 11-1, p.7. 
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Navy and Air preparations 011 all inste.ll.&tieu in ·tbe Linglqen Oul£' 

area had been in progress since S - 2. CID. 8-Dq, the beaches to be 

assaulted were shelled with rockets and guns of naval boats. 

'!'he over water movllllient was effected on achedule vi th all elements 

of the Task Poree arriving in Linp;yen Chili' 'bJ" the mmn1ng of S-Dq. 

Ena;y 8tll'faee opposition.had oaueed no daJIIIIIP to th& Task Force, howffer 

enemy air attacks had S'llllk three ships, seri~ claaged thirteen, and 

slightly d81llSged fourteen. )bat of the urial attacks Wltl"e of a suicidal 

nature. (l2) 

ASSAULT I:H:WIO - lH 9PPt'U9f 
(See aketeh Jro. 2) 

Followillg the final .lleavy ll&'t'aJ. 'bolllbullment of beaches, I Cerps 
• ' . 

landed with two Beg:fmental Combat TealllJ abreast on beaches in •tile 

Mmlgaldan - San Fabian - Mabilao area of Li.Dgqea Chili' ,beg:ln»ing 11t 

0930 on 9 Janury 1945. llo eneu,;y oppositien vas-enoountei-ed on the 

beaches, however in the atternoon some ene;r artiller,r .t'ire h&ru11ed 

•mJoad1ng operationa of the iegimental Ccmbat Team on 1:116 left. By the 

end of the dq, I Corpe had occupied an ~ approxillatel7 20,000. yards 

in width !IJld 8,000 to 91 000 ;yards iD depth. (1.3) 

~ Jand:lng of XIV Corps wu tl2lffelltf'al a:cept for h8IIL'f7 surf' and 
• •~ l.1,..,__, . . • e~ 

a 11-wet• landing 'in the Lillgqen - B:Jmoal97 area. .u iD I Corps, two 

D:1:visinns landed abreast, each with two reinforced Rag:IJMD+.'I abreast, 

each Regiment vi th two Battalicme. abreast. By 2M)8 8-DQ-, IIV Corps had 

puahed inland, seized LiJ!a:a;ren Jirf'la)ii ur.l coatimled inJend "l'ithout 

opposition. By 2400 the beaohbeiui"WIU exten4ed. appro:xilu.tely 6,000 yards 

deep by 14,000 yards wide. (l4) 

Both I Gorps and IIV Corps continued to .upa:!!d the ba11chhead. Very 
• 

little contac:t had been lllade, with the eneJIIT &xeept on the Army' left flank 

(l2) R-1, p.15; {1,3) a,.;1, p.17; (14) :a-J., p.18. 

8 



• • 
('I Corps Sector) in the ~t AJey'I. - Amlcmg area. The lending beaches in 

the XIV Corps area beoame 8 tll1118abl.e• after S-Ilq beoanse of heavy surf. 

The unloading of the IIV Corps eqm.pment and npplies in the I Corps ares 

caused congestion of the beeches and lateral. road net leading into XIV Gorps 

By 16 January 1945, the Army Beachhead was secund and regrouping 

was e.ocOlllplished for the continuation of the. Army J!:l.ssion. Due to the 

strong enem;v forces believed to be in the moun.tainou area north of the . • ~ 

beachhead positions, it was necessa17 to hold the left flank line w1-:-;y' 

strong force. Units (25th Inf. Div., 13th .Armored Group, and· lSSth RCT) • 

in Army reserve landed ll January 1945 in the vicinity of Mabilao and 

proceeded to predetermined asNlllbly areas. 

THE DRIVE IliWD 

The 158-th Regiment.al Ccmbat Teall! was OOBllllitted on the left. flank and 

after two days, was attached to I Corps and :tm-ther attached to the 43rd. 

Division. To prevent a eO\lllterattack in fore. on the Army left flank and 

to allow I Corps to continue the drive inl.aJld and south to .the Central 

Plains, Sixth.Army attached the 25th Division to I Corps with ord.ers to 

empl.oy the 25th Division in a drive to secure the key road net in the 

Urd.aneta - Binalonan - Posorrubio area.. (15) This mission was COlllpleted 

by 18 January 1945. 

From continued stiff 8118111;)7 resistance and intelligeee :reports, it 

was evident that enenv forces vere in such strength on the left (north) 

flank of I Corps as to jeopardise the beach supply positions in the arrq 

area if constant pressure was not maintained against them. !lnem;y resistance 

to the advance of the right Division of I Corps and to XIV Corps was very 

light. 

To take advantage of the eneJII;}' weaknesa on ttae right, 81xtll .buy" 

(15) :a-1,· p.21. 
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directed XIV Corps to advance across the .AgJlD River and driTe on Clark Air 

Center. Since Army reserve was not strong enough to prevent a successfal 

counterattack should the enemy gain the initiative on the le.ft, both I 

Corps and nv Corps were directed to maintai:n contact by ext.end:lng the 

right flank of I Corps and slowing down the left flank of nv Corps. In 

conjunction with this drive, I Corps was direeted to eontilme the attack 

on all enemy positions along the Army le1't (north) flank. 

Action by IIV Corps from 8-Day (9 January 1945) to 22 Jll1XlllU7 1945 

was characterised by very scattered enem;y resistance and erlensive patrol­

ling to determine the location of strong enem;y defenses.· By 22 Jsnuar,r, 

nv Corps had completed preparations for the drive on Clsrk Air Center. 

Beei,;use of vulnerability of _the left flank, it was decided to drive forward 

with the 40th Division on the right, and echelon the 37th Dirtsion along 

the left flank. (See note*) 

Heavy enemy resistance was encountered in Bamban. Enenu posi tiolll:l 

were situated in the =tainous area west of Highwa;y 3 (used as the guide 

for the route of advance) necessitating a slow and costly operation to dis­

lodge eave positions, defended by an enemy determ:lned to hold out at all 

costs. After three da;ys of heavy fighting, the eD.SJIO' had been pushed baelc . 

into the Zambales !buntains about 5000 yards, allowing communications to 

continue along II:i.ghwey 3. · 

On the left flank of nv Corps, the 37th Dirtsion had advanced to an 

area south and east of Fort Stotsenburg - Clark Air Center, F.rom the po­

si tion occupied by nv Corps, a coordinated attaelc on .Clark Air Center vas 

. to be launched exploiting • an enfilllzy' weakness in the zone of action of the 

37th Division. 

I Corps operations against strong enemy positions along the left 

(north) f'1ank were sucoess.ful :!in capturing the. onlffll8nd1ng ground in the 

* For routes inland and disposition of :forces see Ske'toh No. 3. 
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Rosario area. This vantage poai tion was considered adequate to 1n8121'e 

ef'fective defense of the~ base in the Lingayen G'1.1lf area. 

With. the arrival of two Divisions (32nd Inf. Div. alld lat Cavalcy 

Division reinforced by the 112th Cavalcy RCT} in the Lingayen Gtilf, Sirth 

A:rrsr:, plSlllled to la:lmch an offensive to the south with Manila as the ob-
. • s,wf 

jective. To.aooOJUplish this plan, the .)2nd Infantry Division was attached 

to I Corps. Vith the 32nd Division, I Corps WOllld be able to continue the· 

offensive on the left (north and east) and launch a drive to the southeast 

in the Central Plains. 

The 1st Cavalcy Division reinforced by the 112th Regimental eombat ,. 
Team was landed, and as~8111bled 1n th!! Gil:iJllba area. This mobile ·rorce and 

"l 

the scheduled landing ·or II Corps (81\h: J:r1lfT) just north of SUbio &;r on 

29 January 1945, would allov Sixth ~ to la:lmeh the drive for "'anUa 

down the Central Plains without delq. 

Operations in the XIV Corps zone of action on 28 .January 1945 in­

cluded the capture of Clark Air Center and an attack on Fort Stotsenbarg 

by the .37th Division. 

The capture of San Manuel (on the east f'lank} was sipif'icant in that 

the Japanese OODllld.tted the greater part of a tank reginlent in an attempt to 

hold the road net emanating frOlll this town. This armored force was one of 

the largest employed by the enemy in df'~end:lng won. H:ist of the Japa11.ese 

2nd .Armored Division vas OOllllllitted in verr small (platoon or oa.rnpany) 

oounterattacks. (See note} 

Operations of Sixth~ against the·f.lll8il0" positions impeding an all 

out drive on Manila were speeded up in an ef'fort to isolate enemy strong­

points and consolidate the routes of' "OlftJJll'IIJication. The opposition in and 

around Fort Stotsenburg vas light, however mazx;y enem;y land mines and 

fill.ti: l!Jan;y armored vehicles were dug in and· used as pillboxes., even when 
adequate supplies were available. to the eneia;y f'orces. (16) • 

(16} R-1, p.27. 
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artillery fire opposed the advance, but the 37th Division succeeded in " 

driving the ellE!llly into the III01llltainS west of Fort StotsenburJ by .30 Jan­

uary 1945. 

THE lf-7 9m♦TJQ1lS 

The "!!,,-7 Operation vas launched on 29 January 1945 by XI Corps 

(imier Eighth .Arm;y- control) on b!)llches in the San Antonio - San Nar,:;isco :_ 

San Mracelino area. Tile mission of the XI Corps was to.secure the a.irf'ield 

in the vicinity of San Marcelino, the ll'aval Base on Subic :sq, and drin 

across Northern Bataan Peninsula to make contact with elements of XIV Corps. 

(See sketch Illa. 4). The combat units i.molved iD this operation were. the 
'1. 'l, 

38th Division, 34th Regimental Combat Team and other combat .and aervice 

units. (17) Tile landing 'llld 11eizure of all towns in the v:Loinity was 

miopposed. 'ibe following day XI Corps passed f'rom Eighth A:raor to Sixth 

.Arm;y- control with no change in the assigned mission. All phases of the 

mission were aee01Dplished with light en9ll\Y resietanoe except in the Zii Zag 

Pass area on Highva;r 7. Fighting in this area continued against well dug • 

in enem;r positions in mutually supporting • caves and pillboxee. 

THE I:4NPP¥i AT W)JGB1J 

On 31 January 1945, the 11th Airborne D:l.vision, less OJ18 Paraeb:ute -

Regiment, landed at Nasugbu against light emw,y resistance, due princi~ 

to 111.U'prile~ (See sket<lh lo. 4) Strong eMllll' Nliistance was enc01111tered 

on 2 February 1945 eJ.ong the road Jeading north. This opposition was 

knocked out in a one day battle and the drive toward Manila 'lo/all contb:aed. • 
.•• ~ • • .• 

A paraehu.te landing of the 511th Parachute Regilae.nt in :front of the ad-

vancing Division increased the speed of the cOlUlllll and brought the Division 

up to strength. By 8 February 1945, contact bad. been made with elements of 

the XIV Corps {1st Cavalry Division) in the outskil'ts of Manfls. The 

(17) R-1, p • .30. 
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• 
Division passed f'rom Eighth .A.rlrly- to Sixth .A.rlrly- control on 10 Febru.arY 

• ' 
1945 while in the southern outskirts of Manila. 

CJP'1'lJRE OF NWI:f 
{See Sketch No. 4) 

Clearing of the Fort Stotsenburg area released the 37th Division 

{less one Regilllental Combat Team employed in destroying the enemy·forces 

which had withdrawn to the eastern foothills of the Zambales Mountains 

west of Fort Stotsenburg) for the drive on Men1Js. Another force, the --- . 

1st Cavalry Division reinforced, was eOJlllllitted ill a drive south toward 

Manila along Highway 5. By the morning of 2 February 1945, the 1st 

Cavalry Division had made contact with the 37th Division at _!?ArjdeJ, 

Action by I Corps had advanced the .A.rJQ- left flank to include 

Highway 5 at Sa,i Jo§e. This action :t'urther restricted 8I1:f north-south 

movement of the enemy and placed the Corps in a position to better pro­

tect the left flank of XIV Corps. 

Elements of the. 6th Division bypassed an enemy strongpoint at ~ 

on the north and south sides. Here, again, the enemy COlllllitted a small 

armored .force (one company) in a hopeless defense of an area that was 

easily bypassed and could be reduced at the coll'18nience of the attackers. 

The drive on the cl.ty of Manila was spearheaded by the 1st Cavalry 

' Division in an enveloping move through Santa Mar:l.a and Novaliches to the 

northeastern section of Manila (G:1:-ace Park). Because of the employment 

of m8I1:f elements of the Division to protect the long line of COllllllllllication, 

only a sms.11 force could be used in an offensive against the strong de­

fenses in the city. 

The attack of the 37th Division on the right was slowed down by 

blown bridges and strong enemy delqing action, bu.t the outskirts of Man­

ila was reached by 4 February 1945. The following dey, Bilibid Prison 

was captured and a strong line was established along the Fasig Biver~ 
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EnEllllir defensive positions had been well organized throughout the entire 

business district. Almost all enem;y held buildings were defended i'rom 

all noors with careful coordination of fire at street intersections, and 

in some buildings enem;y artillery was emplaoed in the second floor. Strong­

est defenses within the city were in the Intr8Jl!Ur0s (old Walled City). 

Prior to 7 February 1945 elements of the 1st Cavalry Division had 

captured Novaliches Dam and the Balara Filters which supplied a large part 

of the Manila water supply. On 7 February 1945, the assault crossing of 

the Pasig Riv~ was made by the 37th Division. The crossing vas not 

accomplished by the 1st Cavalry Di'Vision Ulltil 10 February 1945. The 

boundary between Divisions was established with the business district and 

the Intramuros in the 37th Division zone of action. By 12 February 1945, 

the 1st Cavalry Division had reached Menila Bay and made contact with the 

llth Airborne Division driving in from the south. 1st Cavalry Division was 

occupied for the next four days in driving the enem;y baek into the 

In~ramuros and clearing the coastal area. 

The .31th Division was slowly driving the ·enem;y into Intramuros by an 

enveloping move to Manila Bay on the south and then north to drive on 

Intramuros in a pincer 1110vement. 

The llth Airborne Division had captured the Cavite Naval Base, 

Ni,,bo]s field, Ft. McK:lnJ'V Annex, and established a line to the east ex­< 
t..mding from South Manila to Laguna de Bay at llagenoy by 17 February 1945. 

Due to the strategic importance of opening Manila and Batangas Bays 

to Al.lied shipping, (18) Sixth Army reallocated Ullits to XIV Corps and ord­

ered this Corps to launch an all out offensive against the enem;y·in 'the -

mountains east of Manila and the southeast area of Luzon- (south of Manila). 

The.,37th Division was released from XIV Corps control and assigned to Sixth 

Arm:, Headquarters for the final assault and 1110p-up of Intram:uros and the 

(18) R-1, p.39. 
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Port area. Tbe regrouping of uni ts was designed to sborten ,.onmnrn:i cation 

lines and consolidate zones of actions to ef'feet MxiJmm "°ntrol. Hard 

continuous fighting had cleared Manila and the adjacent areas of' enemy by 

4 March 1945. 

On 21 February 1945 II Corps ass-ed taetioal responsibility for all 

operations in the Bataan area, the ZSlBbeles Province, and the area west 

and northwest of Fort stotsenburg. The 40th Division, operating in the 

Fort Stotsenburg area, passed to II_Corps control 21.February 1945 with 

the mission of continuing the mop-up of' this area. 

npp1TJQN§ OF I QOllPS DURING THE M'J7IE 11QR .IW(ILA. 

. . ~. r • lilhile drives to the south and east had met vi th the most success in 

~~ the zone of action of' I Corps, units on the north and northwest .tlank had 

~ been successt'ul in establishing control of COB1Dand:lng terrain and. road 

nets in the IIIOlllltainous area along the north and east of' the Central Plains 

Corridor. During the month of February 1945, continuous fighting along the 

entire .front in I Corps zone had determined the strong points and plan of' 

defense in North Luzon. Key- to the e.nem;r defense system was the Balete 

Pass - Santa Fe area. on Highway 5 and the Villa. Verde Trail. Hard con­

tinuous fighting in the Rosario area by the 43rd Division and 158th Regi­

mental Combat Te811l made it highly desirable to relieve these um.ts for a 

rest and reorganization. This was made possible on 10 Febrt:iar7 1945 by the 

arrival of' an additional Inf'antry Division (33rd) in the LiDgq-en Gulf' area.­

The need for a. highly :ni.obile reserve in Birth Jff15 was seen; a.s stiff' lll1eJIIV' 

resistance all along. the northern boundary was enCOUlltered by all uni ts 

engaged in driving into the JDOUnta:l.ns north ,:,f the Central Plains. On 

the right flank of' I Corps, the Sixth Division had driven so far south .that 

control of' this division was transferred to IIV Corps, then operating east 

and southeast of' Manila. Other unit assigmnmts placed the 43rd Division 

and 158th Regimental Combat T8811l in .Arltey- reserve when relieved by the 33rd 
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Division. 

Operations in the northeast sector of the Central Plains had opened 

the road net to the east shore of Luzo11. With the capture of Rizal and 
,· 

Bongabon, the left fillllk of Sixth ~ became the north front and the 

Philippine Sea divided the east fiank into a north and south sector. In 

i;he mop-up of this general area, I Corps had defeated the Japanese 21ld • 

A:rmored Division and destroyed allllost all ell8lll;f armor encountered. This 

action was considered unwmsl since all of the armored strSDgth was used 

in small 8 piec&111eal• counterattacks of Oom;pa:!V' strength or less. Many of 

the tanks were dug in and used as strong gan a,plaoements. (19) 

After sucoesst'ul operations in the east Central Plains, I Corps 

turned north and on 22 February 1945 launched en all out offensiTS 

against enam;y forces in Northern Luzon and the Cagqan Valley. Slow 

progress was made on all fronts because of well fortif'ied_positions that 

were mutually supporting. Main routes of advance were the Kennon Road, 

Villa Verde '.Crail and Highv,q 5. (See sketch No. 6) 

THE If!QI:4TI9i OF BftT4lN J.ND TjB ASS.AlJLT 91 QQRPU.POR 

(See Sketch No. 4) 

Operations of XI Corps during the period 6 February to 4 March had 

knocked out enemy resists.nee in the Zig Zag Pass area and ,opened Highva;y' 

7 to traffic and completed the isolation of Bataan from the Zambales Mount-- ' 
ains and the Central Plains. A landing in the Marivel.es !!q by one Regi­

mental Combat Team and a drive along the east coast of Bataan by anothe:r 

Regimental Combat Team was designed to seize control of Bataan Peninsula 

and permit the opening of M@nj]a B,q to Allied shipping. Subsequent 

operations, supported by Naval and .illied Air Forces, were plamied for 

the capture of Corregidor and other small islands in the B,q. • The 

offensive action on Bataan followed a heavy bolllbardlllent by the liavy and 

(19) R-1, p.44. 
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Jir Forces. The drive down the east coast was launched on 12 February 1945 

• by eJ.ements of the 1st. Regimental Combat Tea (released by I Corps f<:n: this 

operation) with half the distance to the so:ilthern tip of Bate.an Qeing 

covered in one day. 

On 15 February 1945, the landing was made in Mari.vales Bey against 

only light enem;y resistance. The following day, this force lil'lked up with 

the 1st Regilllental Combat Team which had driven in from the :north. 

The assault on Corregidor was launched by air on 16 February 1945 

with a drop of the 503rd Regimental Combat Team on the •Topside!' parade 

field and golf course. A beach lending vas effected at San Jose by the. 

3rd Battalion, 34th Infantry. Enemy on the island outnumbered my "wild • 

guess" of the Allied . Headquarters, resulting in a lllllCh del.eyed IIIOp-up ot 

the island. Organized resistance in the man;r cave emplacements waB not . 

reduced until 27 February 1945. 

Enemy resistance on Bate.an was var,- light, characterised by 8MIQ' 

forces w1 thdraving into the IIIOUUtains. ill enelllT positions were prepared 

for defense to the west. Organized eneiq resistance ended .by 20 February 

1945. 

Sixth J.rllv directed the reassignlllent ot tbe 40th Division tram.XIV 

Corps to XI Corps on 21 February 1945. Following hea:vy bombardment by 

Air Force B-24s, the 40th Division launched a coordinated attack on 23 

. February 1945 against organized enemy positions west of Fort Stotsenburg •• 

After tw days of fighting, 8IleDI.Y forces were reduced to unorganized 

ellelllT pockets. 

FJCTOBS .AF.FJI:TING JP! ff:t'P 
By 4 March 1945, organized 8ll8IIJY ;r:-esistance was divided :blto three 

general sectors of won: Southern wzon - east of Manila south to San 

Bernardino Strait; Western :WZon - Bataan, the Zlllllbales JIIOlllltain area and 

tbe Slllall coastal plains west of the Zambales; Northern Luzon - that 
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portion lying north of Lingeyen Gilli', Central Plains, and Di:llgalan Becy'. 

Sixth J.riif3' was in a very good position to continue offensive action 

against all three enem;v forces simultaneously, since all Anl,y zones of' 

action were connected by good road nets. Further action on :WZon can best 

be followed by discussing each sector separately. 

QJ'WHTIQ!S IN §9Qr6P!! WOJ 

(See Sketch No. 5) 

Regrouping of' units within XIV Corps was e.f'f'ected by Sixth Anl,y on 

5 March 1945 with XIV Corps responsibility for the area east of Manila 

passing ton Corps and units employed in tM.s area (6th Division and lat 

Cavalry Division) were to be transf'erred to n Corps. Since the operations 

of the 38th Division in Bataan had decreased to very small unit engagements, 

elements of the 38th Division relieved the 43rd Division in the area west 
I 

of' Fort Stotsenburg. II Corps was directed to effect the relief of the 

lat Cavalry Division by the .4.3rd Division on or before 15 March 1945. The 

lat Cavs.lry was to prepare for a dJ;'ive to the south with early relief of 

the 158th Regimental Colllbat Team contemplated. 

A drive east and southeast by the 11th Airborne Division and the 

158th Regi.lllental Colllbat TS8lll opened up the Batangaa and Balqan Becy's with 

' only light resistance except for strongpoints in the !i)unt. Mnntingtu!?_ig 

area on the 9a]UJIIP'lll Pellinsula. The 11th Airborne Division, in a driTe 

south, parallel to the 158th Regimental Combat Tea was held up by heavy 

ell81113' resistance in the hill lll&llSea east and southeast of Lake Taal. 

Considerable time was consumed in knocking out these fanatically defended 

•strongpoint' type• defenses. In operati~ previously scheduled., the lat 

Osva1r;r Division cut all "OiDJ111ll1:ication lines between the enen,;r forces in 

the IIIOUlltaina east of' Manila and the enam;y south of Lagm:la de :eq. 

Coni:.jm>ed operations south of Laguna de Becy' turther proved the 

disorganization of' forces.. On 2;3 March 1945, .the lat Cavalry Divisio.u\ 
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relieved the 11th Airborne Division and the 11th Airborne Division moved 

south and west to relieve· the 158th Regimental COlllbat Team. Sixth Al'IQ' 

planned a lsnding in Legaspi area utilizing the 158th Regimental COlllbat 

Team reinf'orced~ in this operation. Allthori ty for the . coordination of 

plans with Naval and Air Forces necessary to land and support this.op­

eration was delegated to the Commanding General, XIV Corps. All plans 

were coordinated, and neu:traJ.izing preparations by Air and Navy_ units 

preceded the landing on l .April 1945. The landing -s unopposed and 

movement inland was speeded up since only light resistance was en­

countered in the vicinity. The only strong resistance in the Biool 

Peninsula was centered in a hill mass around Mount Citninan just south­

east of Q!maJing. By 17 April 1945, all enemy resistance was reduced in 

the Sorsogsn Province (bordering the ~ Bernardino Strait on the west). --- • 

All islands in the waters edjacent to the zone of action of the 158th 

Regimental Combat Team were declared clear of eneiq by 14 April 1945. 

With contact :IDBDi»en+. by the drive of the .1st- Caval.17 Division 

south and the drive north by elements of the 158th Regimental Combat 

Team, Sixth Al'IQ' released control of the 158th to XIV Corps on 22 April 1945~ 

Resistance south o:r Laguna qe Ba;r was bitter where organized enemy 

positions were encountered, but.the 11th Airborne and 1st ce.vair,- Divisions 

pushed south rapidly, overrunning opposition or bypassing strongpoints to 

be mopped up by small forces detached enroute. 

Since operations in this sector ~e o:r a mop-jlp nature, Sixth Al'IQ' 

directed XIV Corps to assume control of operations if1 the In:f'snta area and 

continue mop-up operations against all enem;ir in Southern Luzon except the 

mountainous area east of Manila which was in the zonk of action of XI 

Corps. This mop-up operation continued through 15 Jbe when XIV <klrps 

was relieved of all responsibility in Southern Luzon. All units in South­

ern Luzon came under the control of lI Corps with missions to continue 
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mop-up operations in their assigned zones. 

Enemy positions in the mo,mtains ea.st of Manila were defended by a 

well organized, well equipped force. Enem;y- emplacements and fortified 

positions necessitated slow and costJ¥ assaults by the 6th and ~ Div­

isions ot II Corps. Prior to the relief of XIV Corps in this area, enemy 

strongpoints were known, but II Corps continued to probe these fortifi.,. 

cations for weak points. The northern and !Southern fianks had been 

determined and strong offensives launched along the entire line by 15 March 

1945. II Corps continued to push forces to each 1'laIJk in an etf'ort to 

speed up operations but the nature of the terrain and enem;y suicidal de­

fense ot all positions prolonged the capture of such illportsnt objeotins 

as .IpiLDQ. By systematic reduction of the mmv- strong points in the 
' 

~Sb:fmbu Line• (so called beca.uae of the Japanese leader) and the employ-

ment of all available forces, the enemy positions in this area were 

reduced or isolated into small strongpointa. On 17 May 1945 II Corps 

captured Ipo Dem intact and reduced all other strong enemy opposition in 

this area. 

9Fi'!A"+9lfS IN VF.STERN LTIZ9! 

·s:imulta.neously with operations in the lllOUXltains east of Manila, II 

Corp11 directed the drive- of the 43rd Division against strong enemy po­

sitions in the mounta,ina west of Fort Stotaenburg. On 11 March 1945, II 

Corps directed the 38th Division to t~e over the zone of action of the 

43rd Division. The 43rd Division then reverted to Sixth Jr111,r control. 

'Rem8in:Jng eneu,;r resistance in this area was disor~ from lack of 

CQ111111lllieatiori between strongpoints but eaoh position was sel.t' sut.('icient 

tor a 11ustained defense. ill eneu,;r resistance in this area was not 

reduced until 30 April 1945. ktensive patrolling and one enemy strong­

point reduced was t~ extent ot operations in the Zam.be.lea Mountains and 

the Bataan Peninsula. 
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II Corps launched a z:mmber ot small scale shore to shore. 

operations to clear the Sll!lll islands in l'tfard J a Ba;r while continuing 

operations in the Zamheles Mountains. These forces encountered 

typical, enemy res:i.stanee emplaeed,in eaves on islands that were still 

• occupied. Enemy positions had to be reduced almost individually but all 

islands were captured and Marti.la Bay was completely • cleared by" 16 April 

1945, 

9ffll ♦TIQH§ Ip NOF'W':M LtJZQI 

(See Sketch No. 6) 

A.ccording to captured enemy docUlllents, General YM!8shita (Ct,pm,ander 

or all enemy forces on Luzon) planned to 8lllploy the bulk.or bis forces 

in the mountains ot Northern Luzon and the Caga;yan Valley. (20) Further 

plans indicated the.launching of a strong counterattack ~ainst the left 

£lank or American forces at a time when lines or communication were ex­

tended south through the Central Plains, 

Because of the stiff and continuous drives launched against these 

elements to the north by" I Corps after the initial landing 'l.n ~en 

Gulf', the enemy did not launch such a counterattack, . .Atter Highway 5 vas 

cut bJ' elements of I Corps, the last enencr communication route to the 

south was closed, This forced a change in plans for the forces in North­

ern Luzon, General Yamashita planned to defend key control point.a in t;he 

Balete Pa.as area and approaches along Highvq 11 to the city of .Baguio. 

B,y 5 March 1945 plans were made by" I Corps tor an all out coordi­

nat~ drive on the Ba.lete Pass by" the 25th Division on Highway 5 and the 

32nd Division on the _filla Verde Trlj,i.l. au the left, the 33rd Division 

1/1lS to continue the drive on Baguio along H:ighwa;r 11 and north along the 

west coast or Luzon in an effort to gain contact with guerrilla toroes 

(cO!IUDand"'i bJ' Col. Russel Volckman, USA.) operating in the northwest area. 

{20) B,.l, p,29 
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This Guerrilla Force (Northern Luzon) had been active since S-Day under 

Sixth J;rmy- control in Northern uizon and the northern end of the Cagey-an 

Valley. Sixth J;rmy- directed I Corps to emplcy this force in a drive east 

southeast toward Bontoc situated on li:i.ghl,ncy" 11 north of the enem;y strong­

hold in the Baguio area. 

Operations against the Ba.late Pass and Villa Verde Trail positions 

were slow because of terrain tmsuited to resupply and cross country move­

ment, heavy rains, and fanatical enemy resistance in strongly fortified 

enemy defenses. 

Steady advances, though slow, were made by all ala.ants of I Corps. 
I • 

The 33rd Division had pushed a battalion north to contact the Philippine 

Guerrilla Forces, Northern uizon, at San Fernando (La Union) on 20 March 

1945. This linkup gave Sixth Ar/11¥ control of the west coast and the north 

coast east to the Cagey-an River. To exploit the gains made by the 33rd 

Division in the San Fernando (La Union) area, Sixth J;rmy' released the 
. 

129th Regimental Combat Team o£ the 37th Division to I Corps control on 

26 March 1945. Continued attacks by elements on I Corps I left (west) 

flank had lllOVed this flank to within artillery l'llllg8 of Baguio by 6 April 

1945. Advances by the Guerrilla Forces, Northern Luzon, had located the 

enein;y north flank aJ.ong H:i.ghwsy 4. As the drive for Baguio continued, it 

' became evident that the enein;y was w:!. thdrawiDg from the Baguio area lea'fing 

a strong covering force to defend the city. 

Cl!_)erations on the right of I Corps in the Ba.late Pass area had con­

tinued with slow and costly advances. Utilizing heavy air bombardment and 

napalm, the 25th Division oap~ed Balete Pass on 13 Ma;r. The attack was 

continued to cap~e Santa Fe and the jtmetion of Villa Verde Trail with 

li:i.ghl,ncy" 5. 

On the left, I Corps directed the 33rd Division to make a final 

assault on the city of Baguio and continue the drive toward the Cageyan 

Valley. 
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. Sixth~ decided to put as llltlch presSUN 1111 possible agai:r:lst the 8UJ1Q>" 

weakness on the left, so a request f'or rel.ease of' 37th Division (in garri­

son at M!u:dla) was made to lleadqaa:rters Southwest Pacilio !rea. The re­

quest was granted am this division passed to I Corps control by 11 Jpril 

1945. I Corps OOJlllllitted the 37th Division µi the Baguio area to speed •u.p 

operations on the lef't fiallk. 

By 5 - 1945, the Baguio area was COJU!l:14ered clear of' enem;r, so I 

Corps directed the 33rd Division to relieve the 37th Divillion in this area 

in prepara~on f'or o0111111itting the 37th Division on the right front. The 

Philippine Guerrilla Forces, .liorthern Luz~ had continued to drive against 

enemy positions north of' Baguio near Besang Pus on llighwq 4. , This was 

determined to be the en9r north f'lank except the defenses in tlle North­

ern Cagayan Valley. This Force was drivizlg into el1SID7. territor,- with 

mar~ success on all areas except the Cervantes - Besang Pus area. aper. 

ations against enemy COllllllUD1oation routes were reducing ene:rq •ef'.feotiTeUess 

and more than made up f'or the poor supply and lack of' adequate llllpporting 

weapons. , In the OTerall plan f'or breakiEg the ~ def'ensiTe positions 

into isolated sectors, Sixth Army assigned this .force to I Corps eontrol 

.for better and contim!Dus coordination. 

By the end of' ~, organized •1181V resistance in the Balete Pass -- . 

Imugan (Villa Verde Trail) - Santa. Fe area was broken and the concentration 

of' the 37th Division in this area f'or a dri,-e .in exploitation of' this 

breakthrough, was eomplete. I Corps directed all f'oroes to increase pres­

sure in all zones of' action to prevent; the 81181Q' tr.om shitting reserves to 

bolster any- weak points found. To insure this plan, Sixth ~ released 

the 6th Division to I Corps • 
. 

During the period l June to 9 June, all units of' I Corps adTanced 

against weakening resistance. The strong point·on the northwestern front 

(Besang Pass) vas weakening in front of' tbs driTe l.Qnohed by the Philippine 
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Guerrilla Forces, Northern Luzon. This drive O'llllrran the eI1eJl3" positions 

on 13 June and continued al.Olli Highvq 4. 

The advance of the 37th Division up Highwq 5 was entering lower 

Csga;yan Valley by l4 June 1945. With the 6th l>i'rision lllOViJJg into the 

Bagabeg area, Sixth Array direotad I Corps to lauuch a drive up the Csga;.yan 

Valley with the objectives of reducing enemy forces in the valley and the 

capture of Aparri. 

In the Bagabsg area, the 6th Division was continuing mop-up operations 

and drives· to the vest and northwest. These drives were held to slow gains, 

and each advance indicated the intention of the ena;y to defem his JIOUJl.t­

ain stronghold to the em. 

The drive up the Caga;yan Valley was fast developing into a race 

against a thoroughly disorganised and retreating enemy. To block the 

last enEIIIIY escape route froll! the Csgayan Valley, .a Slllall Ranger Force 

(known as the Connolly Force) had been sent on an enveloping move alorig 

the west and northern ·coasts to capture the tow. Jparr:I. and block the 

northern escape route. To reinforce this force, . Sixth An1:v" directed an 

Airborne Battal1011 Combat Team be formed from the llth .Airborne Div:1.sion 

and dropped, in the vicinity of :Aparr1 on 2.3 June 1945~ 'l'his drop was very 

successful and once landed, I Corps <lomlrlned the two forces Ullder one oom,,. 

mand for the drive south down Csgayan Valley. Link u:p w1 th the 37th Div­

ision was made on 27 June 1945. htensive'lllOp-up operations continued ill. 

the Cagayan Valley _until the 81leJIIY forces were destroyed or scattered into 

small groups. By .30 June, the Cagqan Valley was ope11· to transportation. 

A large number of' ellE!l!l;Y had escaped into the lllOUlltains east of' the Csgqan 

Valley but these foroes were disorganised, poorly equipped and were not 

capable of resisting an organised operation. 
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?HN FOR MQHP Pl Ii91nl!J 

In COlllpliance with orders of'Headquarters Southwest Pacific Area, 

Sixth Jrrq regrouped forces leaving the 37th Division in the Caga;yan 

Valley, the 6th Division driving ~to the lllOlllltains of' the Kiangan stroi:ig­

hold, the 32nd Division driving into this same !I.Na f'rom the southwest and 

the Philippine Guerrilla Forces, Northern Luzon, driving on this strong­

hold from the north. As of' 0001, 1 July 1945, all missions of' I Corps in ' 

the north and XI Corps in the south passed to the XIV Corps. (For dis-. 

position of' friendly and enem,y f'orees and zones of' action on l July see 

Sketoh No, 7) All responsibility f'or of'f'ensive action and adndni,itration 

of' f'orees cOlllllli tted tQ action as of' l July 1945 passed f'rom Sixth Jrrq to 

Eighth Jrrq. Responsibility tor all tactic~ operations on Luzon was 

delegated to XIV Corps by Eighth Jrrq. Because of' the scattered location 

and stable zones of' action, .XIV Corps conducted operations in the mop-ap 

of' small enem;r groups by use of' strong patrols while .a coordinated attack 

was planned against the stronger positions. Use of' air strilcing power was 

employed to a great extent and af'ter a short. drive, allllost all strong 

enem,y resistance was reduced. By 4 July action against the eneDi?" was 

IIJ0ViDg very rapidq to a close. 

ffi♦H§IS ,WP PlITI9W! 

In the ana:cy-sis of the Luzon Cell!paign, ~ very important f'aotors 

• are wort.by of comment. 

• LaZIIW~ ' 

X. 

. 'Plenn1ng for an operation on such a large scaJ.e D111st be sound 

(" strategica.l]y, taetica.l]y, and logistica.J,J.y. This operation was very well 

planned and carried out with the rn:lninnllll ohal:lge in plans once the operation 

began. j ~ ~ 

, J~ Coordination and oooperati~ was at~~between the Air, Ground and 

II/{ P" I NaTal. Forces throughout the entire operation. Close aoordil:lation and 

cooperation between all uni ta and echelons of oaamand was a direct 
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oontribution to the success of the operation with thf' m1n1DJtllJI_ loss of time, 

materiel, alld personnel. 

Good internal routes of nOlDJBJJro cation e.i'f'orded Sixth lt,,:rrq' a decided 

advantage over the limited routes of "OJDJil!udi\ation between strategica.111' 

located enemy rorees throughout the islalld. 

The poor evaluation of terrain in some nstances cost the enem;y lllWlh 

needed time in shifting Ids forces to better defend an area or reinforce a 

weak spot in bis defensive positions. An example is the .Agne River, a 

natural barrier, which was defended by very $lllSl.1 eneuv groups. This river 

defense would have denied the Central Plains to Sixth Army £or sufficient 

time to allow a strong counterattack on the left flank. 

The eneuv 1s use of armor was a direct violation of a very essent:l&l 
. . 

principle of var - that of mass. By OOIIIDlitting the Japanese 211d .Armm-ed 

Division,piecemeal_and digging tanks in tor use e.s pillboxes in detense1 • 

the principles of mass alld offensive were violated. 

Lack of timely consolidation of enemy forces allowed the S:l.xth-Arllly 

to out routes of_ commrn;d "-'l.tion betwee11 large forces atd thereby isolate 

each group, preventing lll!ltu.al support either by fire or reinforoement. 
~ ' 

The waging of war --, de:f'W8e cannot bring victory to the defender, 
I< . 

-;, yet no large scale counterattack was J.aunched when all tactieal prinoipllN! 

dictated such a move at the time Sixth Army lines of "OlRlml11 cation were 

a:r:te!lded to the limit in the Central Plains. 

L:igistical support of an operation such e.s this requires constant 

platlD1 rig and close coordination. The etfect.i-ss of the logistical 

support is evident by the constant shiftillg of uni ts to bring continuous 

pressure against the ~ on widely separated ·tronts. The fact· that' 

offensive tactics were employed on all fronts over teri'ain that was adverse 

to troop movement and resupply without a serious breakdown in suppl1' is 

suf'fioient evidence of careful, continuous, and efficient logistical suppl.y. 
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ll§§Plffi. . 

!his operation in itse1( is a lesson in eonibat leadership .from .A:rmy 

level down to very small unit leadws. SOiie of the more obviOWI lessons 

are, 

( 1. Carei'uJ p] amling aJJd eoordulatioll are essent.ial to suocess in 
' ' 

lalln.ching an invasion on enem;r shores whether it be large or small. 

J 1 .f'. 2. Cooperation between .A:rmy, 1'&'\11' • and . Air Forces is es~tial when 
1 ~a,£1,Y,,,.r,;r_J I . 

~a minilllmn ot time, equipment and persomi.eJ. is llV&ilable. 

~ ,3. The value of' air superiority was demonstrated i1l the overwater 

move to Luzon •. !Dss to Allied Forces .f:raa eneJIIY air was very costly (3 

£~· ships sunk and 1,3 seriously damaged); 
1

~"1 si~1ficant because ene:m;r air 

1• ' power was reduoed to very: ,small scattered f'orces in this area • 

.. ~ 4. Sustained defense is costly in persGllll8l and ~t witll JlQ r app~ciable gains 111' the defender llill:ess time is lllClre_ important than. &l.J. 
uni ts 111V0lved. '? ? ?, , 

/ 5. Wide variance in terrain reqaires oarei'al consideration and ---------------------------­fiexi.bility of' plans at all echelons of "ODIPW• ' 

, , , .~ 6. ;""e1 D1 ng in :u;'st all types of warfare must I be considered, in V' all unit tre:lning, einoe units mnployed in the Luzon Campaign encwntered 

/}v' iwrt all types ot operations. (Airborne, assault emph:i.~~ la:nd:lngs, 

mountain f'igbting, jungle warfare, open terrain where l!IOVement and armm-.. 
can be employed to great advantage, river orossings,,•attaok on a f'ortif'ied 

,' 

oity, f'ortif'ied positions and macy others) • 

....-7. Val.uable inf'ormation ean be ol>te1'®1 £fOIII g;uerrilla forces 
'W!!IIP ' ' ..... 

operating behind enEIJIO' lines. 

/4. =Friendly people of' an enem;y oooupied cou.ntry can be ued to 

great advan.!:!!:. as guides, soou.ts, and reinforo•mnts f'or f'igbting forces 

with great suooess. 

• 
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