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THE LUZON CAMPATGN
9 JANUARY 1945 ~ 4 JULY 1945

' The Southwest Pacific Forces were on the mtwardthe.ﬂml
objective ~ the home islends of Jepen. One major step im this move was
the invasion of Luzon. A general review of e situstion prior to this
invasion will aid in understanding the importance of Luzon to the war

effort. During 1944 meny operations had boem launched against stras
| tegienlly loéa.t-ed islands a.'l.o:ng the commumicstlon routes used by J@pan in
her control éf the many and widely separated bases gained in 'the war. The
success in stopping and turning back the ,Jap'iméiun;_tb the south hed
changed the taciics of the war in the Pacifio frem a defensive to en
offensive ma'!:hod of warfare., This change in tactice was further insured
by the captu:f'e of such s'h-a'l';egicrareas as New Guinea, the Gmtraland
Northern Solemona, the Gsrolines, ths Mmm, w, andby Naval
victories in the Babtles of the Pilippine Ses, and Leyte Gulf,

‘The meed for bases from which %o operate large Naval units and land
based airoraft had been & primary consideration in mapping the offemsive
wer against Japan, Since "leapfrog stz;ategy" had proven so suceessful in
a1l other opevations in the island warfare sgainst Japen, only those stra-
teglc operations necessary to estailish and support such bases were plamed |
in the overall edvance north along the "Island Houte", The mop-up of
bypassed enemy forces not in the direct mte of aommica'bian eould be
accomplishad later at the convenience of the Alied Eol;zl-s.

The mrall plan utilized all posglible forces elemy Alr, and Ravy
to speed upr%rfensiva action in an effart to disrupt &nmw cmunicatim, '
igolate all mnajor enemy forces, and provent Mnforcemen‘h of any atmnghnlﬂ”
thet would slow up the sdvance, Because of the great distamce involved,

many smphibious operations were supported by Navy Air in close .support of
, _ _




ground wnite until sufficient 'lans.i‘basaa could be prepared and wtilized,

‘By 1 January 1945, Bighth irmy Hesdquarters hed moved into Leyte in
preparation for operations sgainst the enemy in the central and southern |
portions of the Philippines, The landing on Mindoro afforded bases from
which Eighth Army could feint towsrd Southern Luzon as a sereen for the
main effort t:o be made at Lingam Gulf on the west si;ia of Central Luson
by Sixth Army on 9 Jemuary 1945, (1)

(Seo Sketch Fo.l)

According tc information available, the enemy fcrces .on Luson
‘numbered 235,900. Intelligence estimates indloated approximately 50,000
troops in the Centrel Flains area with approximately 26,000 in the Manila
area. Stromg enemy forces were suspected in the vieinity of theplmaﬁ
beachhesd area with a consentration of forees in the San Pernando -
{La Union) area. Unita identified were the 8th, 10374 and 105th Blv-
isions, the 58th and 61st Independent Mixed Brigades, and the 2nd
Armored Division. (2) Enemy navy and air strength hadbaen reduced in . !
effectiveness to small scale operations of .a suicidal mt@a. (3) The o e
possibility of enemy reinforcements in land, air, and neval strength frem
the home :leamils of Japan and tha continent was given some oredence both -
by the U,S, Seventhli'lestand the U.,S, Six‘t.hlmywhenplanning the aasmlt
on the beachss of Lingayen Gulf, The possibilities of enemy air attacks
were considered probable from fields located in & radius of 100 miles of
the landing besches. Such fields as Lingayen, v_ﬁi, cabaiatuan, San
Mﬂ and nthars ware in easy atriking diata,nea, wit.h Glark Fisld and ite

gatellites, Niehola, Nielson and others considered as definite danger ereag.
4)

(1) Bel, p. 10; () B-1, p. 8 - 10; (3) B-1, p. 5; () Rek, D 2.
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S | TR |
The island of Luzon has Pour importent terrain fesbures to be

coneidered in plemming an offensive operation. 4 large ce#tra.l plain,
sxtending eaét and sowth from the Lingaﬁen area to Memila is bordered by
mountain ranges; the east by the Sierra Madre, and on the s}est by the
Zembales. Noith of the Lingayen aves, the Tslend is very moumteimous with -
deep velleys running north a.na .aauﬁh; Many defensive positions had beem
prepered in all mowntains in anticipation of an invasion, These positions
were freqneaa’;;hr made by improving numerous natursl caves, Many all ‘.
weather stresms could be used to good advantage by defending forces in all
~ sectors of the island, Good communication lines were reatficttd to a very
limited mmber of improved highuays and railroeds in the more open terrain
of the 131an£1 except for connecting links through some of the mountain
paséee. All lmovn highweys were extremely m::rtant to eithez' the dafemier'
or stiacker bae&usa of diffieult cross couniry movement and the aaasonal
reing which rast&icted movement of equipmen’b to hard sm-:faced roeds, The
maﬂ net in tha vieinity of I,ingayen wag aonsidamd of primary inpnrtanee.
This fact helped to influence the selection of lamding beaches in the ;
Lingayen area. (5) | j O

The opératiana on Iuzon Islend, Philippine Islands, were designated :
" as the "M Operations”. The first, dosignated as the "M-1" (Lingayem Gulf)
was assignad; to the Sixth Army, |

Tue Sixth iruy, comanded by General Welter Erueger, had been
directed to plan and ‘mrdinate the amphilrious movenent ana landing in ths
Lingayen Gulf araa. Flanning for thie operatﬁ.en ha.d to be carried on while
Sixth Army was e‘till comxitted to opers.tions on the isla.nd of Layte
(5) B-1, p.s. o . |




Units deaignated to particii:ate in this 6peratipn were widely
scattered throughout the many aress recapbured from the Japenese in the
Southwest Pacific, This disposition presented a iremsndous problem in
 logistics and operational plauning.. The U.S. Third snd Seventh Fleets
were to transport and support the operation in conjunetion with i1died
‘Air Forces. (6) In view of the alow progress. in the pmparat&on of air
fields on Leyto and Mindoro, both the Allied Air Forces and Allied Navel
Forces racomended the poatponemt of S-Bay fram 20 Dacamber 1944 te

9 January 1%5. Flens for coordinetion with all forces in: suppord 'o.fA the =

operation was delegated tc the Commanding Gemeral, Sixth Army. (7}

Sixth Army’s missions were "(a) to land in the himn = RBemortis -

San Fernando (La Union) aress of Luqnﬁ;‘ {b) to estghliah a-baae of oper=. |

e ————— -l

ations, ineluding facilitiea for uninterru;:md naval and air operations;
(¢) to advance southward and seize the Central Flains - Esmila. area; and
{4) by subsequent operations, sp directed by General Headquarters, Sowthe-

west Pacific Area, to establish control over the remsinder of Imson.” - (8)

Hy. Sixth U.S. Amwy |
Hq. T Corps (initially with the 6th and 43rd Inf. Div, assigned) .
Hy. XIV Gorps.(initislly with the 37th snd 4Oth Inf, Div, sssigned)
6th Infantry Division o | '
25th Infantry Division (initiaily'in Army reserve)
37th Infentry Division | -
40th Infentry Division
431':1 Infantry Divigion
158&1 Inf, Rag. Combat Team (:l.nitia}.ly retaimd under Amy control)
13th lrmred Group (initia.‘l.:ly retained undsr Army con‘hml)

(6) R-1, p.l, (7) B, p.5; (8) B-1l, p.5.
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Due to information of three additional enemy diﬁsioﬁs arriving on
Imzon the following units were assigned to Sixtﬁ Army (9) to‘ arrive in the
Lingayen Gulf area as follows: _ |

'112th Cevalry RCT 8418
1st Cavalry DI seeerevonsreannans S /£ 18
32nd Inf. Div, reinforced .c.eeeses.. S £ 18
33rd Div. reinforced ..eveesrsassases S £ 30
41st Div.reinforced ceeserensraseanes 8 F 3R

 S-Day missions of I Gorps were: "To land on S=Day.in the Dagupaﬁ -

Mabilao area of Lingayen Gulf with the 6th and 43rd Divisions abreast and
atiacking vigorously, to destroy hostile forces éncounterad, gseize and
secure the Army Bea.ehhéaﬁ _wit.hin tﬁe Corps zone of aection; to protect the
Army left flank; to seize and hold the Dagupan bridge until relieved by
elements of the XIV Corps; to establish ard maintein contact with XIV o
Corps; and to be prepared to seize and secure crosaings‘cf the Agno River
within the Corps zome of action (o).

| S-Day missions of fhe XIv cﬁrps were: "To land on S-Day in the
lingayen area of Lingeyen Gulf with the 40th and 37th Divisions abreast;
to attack aggreaaﬁ.vely, .to seize and secure the Army Beachkhead within the
Corps zoﬁe of action; to protect the right flank of Sixth Amy, to es= -
tablish and paintain eontact with I Corps; and to be prepared to seize
end secure crossings of 'the-Mw within the Corps gone of action.®
)

| Al ihteiligence agencles worke& in close coo::'dination with the

Navy to effect the fire plans for pre S-Day "softening-up".
(9) B-3, p.2; (10} R-1, p.7; (1) B-1, p.7.
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nm and’ Alr praparations on all instellations 3n- the Lingayen Guif

areé.hadbeeninprogress since 8 - 2. ‘Cn 8-Day, thebaanhas tnbn
assaulted wer'e ‘shelled with roeketa and guna of navel beats.

The over water movesent was effected on sshedule with all elements
.ofthaTaskForcearﬂﬁngianwbythamingofS«m. |
Enemy surface oppositianhad caused no demsge to the Task Foree, lmwwer
enemy air attacks bed sunk three ships, sericusly danagad thirtaan, and
8lightly damaged fourteen. Most of the a.eri.a.l aﬁmka were of a suicidel : |
naturs, (12) o

(See sketch No. 2) |
Following the final heavy nsval .bombmt of heaéhéa, I Cerps =

landed with two Regimentel Combat Teams abresst on beaches in the
Mangaldan = San ygb:an ~ Mabllso area of Lingayen Gulf beginming at
0930 on 9 Jamuary 1945. ¥o enemy appositi@n. mmtwadm the
beaches, hcwmr in the afternoon some enew artillery fire herassed
unloading operations of the Hegimental Combat Team on the left, By ths'-
end of the day, I Corps had occupied an ares. &ppmzinateay 29,0@0 mds
in width and 8,000 to 9,000 yards in depth. (13) |
melmdingofmcorpsmmmlmaptfwhemmm
a Myeth landing“inthel.ingayen Birmaley ares, As inI.G,qrpa, >
Divisions landed abresst, each with two reinforeed Regiments abi-east,
each Regiment with two Battalions skresst. By 2400 S-Day, XIV Corps had
pushed inland, seized Lingayen Arfield and continued inland without
~opposition. By 2400 the mew extended. npproﬁmtej.y 6,@0@'3:1-&3
deep by 14,000 yerds wide, (L4) |
Both I Gorps and XIV Corps cm‘hinued to mmﬁ the bmm. Very
‘1ittla e_ontaqt had been made with the enemy exeept on tha Amy left flank
' (12) Rel, p.15; (13) Bl, p.17; (14) B-l, p.l&.
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(X Corps éector) in the Mount Alaya - Amlong area. The lending beaches in
the XIV Corps ares became ®umnsable® after S-Day becanse of heavy surf,

The wnloading of the XIV Corps equipment and eupplies in the I Corps area
saused congestion of the beaches and lateral rosd met leading into XIV Corps
area. | -

By 16 January 1945, thehi’myseaehheadm.securadsndmgmuping |
was accomj:liahed for the continmuation of theﬂmy Mission. Due to the '
strong enemy forces believed to be in the mountainous area morth of the
beachhesad positidns, it was necessary to hold tho left flank line with aM" )
strong force.; Units (25th Inf, ‘Div. s 13th Armored Group, and 158th %
in Am reserve landed 11 Jamusry 1945 in the vieinity of Hahilao and
proceedsd to .prede'befminad assembly areas. '

IHE DRIVE INLAND

The 158th Regimental Combat Tesm was committed on the left. flank and
after two days, was stiached to I Corps and further attached to the 43rd.
Division, To prevent a counterattack in force om the drmy left flank and -
to allow T Corps to contimue the drive inlend and south o the Gentral
Plains, Sixth Army attached the 25th Division to I Corps with orders to
employ the 25th Division in a drive to secure the key road 'ne't‘:l_ﬁ the
Urdaneta — Binalonan - Pozorrubio area. {15) This misaion was completed
by 18 Jemary 1945, o
| From continued stiff enemy resistance and intelligenéa reports, it
was evident that enemy forces were in such sﬁrangth on the lsft (north)
flank of I Corps as to jeopardize the beach supply positions in the army
area if oonsfant_presaure was not maintained against them, Enemy resistance
to the advance of the right Division of I Corps and to XIV Corps was very
light. [

To take advantage of the enemy weskness on the Tight, Sizth Army

(15) B~-1, p.21.




directed XIV .Gorps to advance scrose the Agno River and drive on Clark Air
Center, Since Army reserve was not strong emough to prevent a succesaful
eounterattack should the ememy gein the initiative on the left, both I
GCorps and XIV Corps were directed to maintain comtact by extending the -
right flerk of I Corps and slowing don the left Flank of XIV Corps. In
conjunction with this drive, I Corps was dirested to continmue the attack
on all enemy positions along the Army left (morth) flenk, |

Action by XIV Corps from S-Dey (9 January 1945) to 22 Jemuary 1945
wes ‘ébaracterised by very scattered enemy resistance and extensive ;patrol-

 ling to determine the location of strong enemy defenses, By 22 Jammary,

XIv Gorps had ecmpleted preparatians for the drive on Glark Air Centber.
Because of vulnerability of the lef‘b flank, it was decided to drive forward
with the 40th Division on the right, and echelon the 37th Division along
the left flenk, (See note#) | |

Heavy enemy resistance was encountered in_'_@lg_njfl;. Enemy positions
were sit:aé.ted ir the ﬁountainc;us area west of Highway 3 (used as the guide .
for the route of advance) necessitating & slow and coatly operation to dis-
lodge cave positions, defended by an enemy determined to hold out at all
costs. After three days of heavy fighting, the ememy hed been pushed bk
into the Zembeles Mountains about 5000 yards, allowing cozmmieé.tibns to
| contime along Highway 3. -
On the left flank of XIV Corps, the 37th Division had advanced to an
" area south and east of Fort Stotsenmburg -~ Clark Air Center. ¥rom the po~
eition occupied by XIV Corps, & coordinated attack on Glarl: Air Center was
.to be launched expleiting ‘a.n- eneny weakneas in the wone of aciion of the
37th Division. | _ _ o |

I Gorps operations against strong ememy positions aldng the left
(north) flank were sueceserul :Ln capturing the. comanding ground in the
¥ For routes inland and disposition of forces see Sketch No. 3.
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Rosario area.f This vantage position wa;s ennsidered adaqua‘lﬁe to insure
effectiva defenss of the Army base in the Lingsyen Culf area.. '

With the arrival of two Divisions (3204 Inf. Div. and lst Ga.valry
Division reinforced by the 112th Cavalry RCT) in the Lingayen Gulf, Sixth
Army planned to launch an offensive to the sonth with Manila as the ob=
jective. To.acoomplish this plan, the 32nd Infantry Division was atbached
to I Corps. With the 32n& Division, I Corps would be sble to continue the
offensive on the left (rorth and east) and lamnch a drive to the southeast
in the Centrel Plains. - | e K

The 1si Cavalry Division rei.lrt‘orced by the 112th Regimental Gembat
Tean was landed, and a.ssembled in the Guinmbs area., This mnbile forae and
the scheduled la.uﬂing of XI Corps (Sth Army) just north of Subic Bay on
29 Jammary 1945, would allow Sixth Army to laimch the drive for Manila
down the Central Plains without delay. o |

Operations in the XIV Gorps zone of action on 28 .Jamary 1945 in=
elm?.ed the capture of Clark Air Center and an attack on Fort St-atsenhurg
by the 3‘?th Division. ,

The capture of San Manuel (on the esst flamk) was signi.ficant in that ~
the Japanese committed the greater part of a tank regiment in an attempt to . - ]
hold the rocad net emamating from this town. This armored force was ons of |
the largest employed by the eneny in defending Luzon. Most of the Japanese'
2nd Armored Division was committed in very small (pla.toon or ccmpany)
counterattacks. (See note) ’

. Operations of Sixth Arm;y against tﬁe'anw pos:i.ﬁ.én_s inq:ed.i:xg an all
out drive on Manila were speeded up in an effort to isolate enemy strong-
points and ¢dnsolidate the routes of commmicetion. The opposition in and

around Fort Stotsenburg was light, however many ensmy land mines and

. NOTB: Many armored vehicles were dug in and used as pi]lﬁdms, even when
adequate supplies were available to the enemy forces. (16} ‘

(16) BE=1, p.27.




artillery fire opposed the advance, but the 37th Division sucoeaded in a
driving the enemy into the mountains west of Fort Stotsemburg by 30 Jan-
uary 1945.

- The H-—'? 0pera£ion was Mvzhed on 29 Jamuary 1945 by XI Corps

(under Eighth Army control) on beaches in:ths San intonio - Sen Nareiseo -
San Marcelino area, The mission of the XI Corps was tp.seé.ure the airfield
in the vicinity of San Marcelino, the Naval Base on Subic Bay, and drive
across Horthém Batean Peninsula to mai:e contact with elements of XIV Corps.
| (See sketeh No. 4). The combat ‘m:its imvolved in this opefation were the |
38th Division, 34th Regimental Combat Tesm and other cc;bat and a;'cw:lce
mmits. (1'7)- The landing and seizure of all towns in the m;l.ﬁity was
unopposed., The following day XI Corps passed from Eighth Arw to Sixth
Army eontrol_w:i‘th no change in th;a assigned mission. A1l phases of the. |
misgion were accomplished with 1ight enemy resistance except in the Zig Zag
Pass area on Highway 7. Fighting in this ares continued egainst t.rell dug
in enemy paéj.ticns in mituslly supporting esves and pillbokes.

On 31 Jannary 1945, the 1 th Alrborne D:wiaion, J.ess one Parachute °
Ragﬂment, landed at Nasugbu against light enew reaistanee, dus principal‘ly
to s'arprﬂ.ze.' (See sketch ¥o. 4) Strong aw redistence was encountered
on 2_-Februér;'r 1945 along the road leading north, This opposition was B
imocked out in & one day battle and the drive towsrd Manila wes contimued,
& parachute landing of the 5Llth Parachute Regiment in front of the ad-

. vanoing mviéaion inoreased the speed of the column and brought the Division
up to stremgth, By 8 Feh:mary 1945, contact had been made with elements of

the XIV Gorps (1st Gavalry Division) in the cutakirts of Manila, The
(17) R-l, p.30, |




Division passed from Eighth Army to Sixth Army control on 10 Februgry
1945 while in the southern outskirts of Manila.

(See Sketch No. 4)
Clearing of the Fort Stotsenburg area released the 37th Division
(less one Begimental Combat Team employed in destroying the epemy forces
which had withdrawn to the eastern foothills of the Zambalezfi_ Hounteins

west of Fort itgj:senburg) for the drive on Menila. Another forf_:e,. the
1st Cavalry Division reinforced, was committed in a drive south toward
Menils along Highway 5. By the morning of 2 February 1945, the 1st
Cavalry Division had made contast with the 37th Division at Plaridel.
Action "by._I Corps had advanced the Army left flank to include
Highway 5 at Sap Joge., This action further resiricted any‘:mxfﬁh-south
movement of the enemy and placed the Corps in a pesition to better pro-
't;eet the léft- flank of XIV horpS. | “
Elements of the 6th Division bypassed an enemy strongpoint at Munoz
on the north and south sidga. Here, again, the enemy c@ait‘bad & small
~armored foroce (on:e compeny) in a hepeiess defense of an area that was \
- easily bypassed and could be reduced at the convenience of :t.he attackers.
The drive on the éity of Manils was speai‘headed by the 1st 'Gavalry
Division in an enveloping move through Santa Maria and Novaliches to the

northeastern section of Manila (Grace Park). Because of tﬁa employment
of meny elements of the Division %o protect the lomg line of commmication,
only & small foree could be usged in anroffensive against the strong de-
fenses in the aity, | SR |

The attack of the 37th Division on the right was slowed down by
blown bridges and strong enemy delsying action, but the outslirts of Man-
11a was reached by 4 Februsry 1945. The following day, Bilibid Prison
‘wa.s captured and & strong line wa:s estdblished along the Pesig lRivar‘,

i3




Enemy defensive positions had been well organized throughout the entire
| business district. Almost all enemj held buildings were defended f‘rcm
all floors with careful coordination of fire at street intersections, and -
© in some buildings enemy artillery was emplaced in the second floor, Strong--
est defenses within the city were in the Intramuros (old Walled City).
Prior to 7 Februsry 1945 elements of the lst Cavalry Division had

captured Novaliches Dem and the Balara Filters which supplied a large part
of the Manila water supply. On 7 Pebruary 1945, the assault crossing of
the Pasig River was made Ly kthe 37th Division. The erossing was not
_accomplished by the 1lst Cavalry Division until 10 Feb:ﬁary‘ .1'945. The
boundary betwéen Divisions was established wvith the business distriect and
“the Intramurcos in the 37£h Divieion zone ofl action., By 12 February 1945,
- the lét Cevalry Division had reached Manila Bay and made contact with the
1ith Airborne Division driving in‘from.the gouth. 1lst Cavalry Division was |
" occupled for the next four days in driving the ememy back into the
Intramuros and clearing the .coastal area.,

| The 37th Division was slowly d:t'iv:i.ng the enemy into Intramurcs by an
-enveloping move to Manila Bsy on the south and then north to drive on
Intramﬁros in a pincer movement.,

The 11th Airborne Division ha.d ceptured the Cavite Naval -.Baae‘_,
Nichols Pield, Ft. McKinley Annex, and established a line to the east ex-
tending from South Manila to Laguna de Bay at Haganoy by 17 February 1945.

. Due to the strategic importance o:t‘ opening Manile and Batangas Bays

to Allied shipping, (18) Sixth Army reallocated units to XIV Corps and ord-
ered this Corps to lsunch an all out offensive against the enemy in the -

mountains eastl of 'M{anila and the southeast aiea. of Luzon (south of Manila).
The. 37th Division was released from XIV Corps conirol and assigned to Sixth

Army Headquarters for the finel assault and mop-up of Intremiros and the
(18) R-1, p.39. | '




Port area. The regrouping of units was designed to shomﬁ commmication _— ;‘
lines and eon_ﬁolidﬁfe sones of actions to effest maximwm control. Hard :
contimous fighting had clesred Menila and the sdjacent aress of enemy by |
4 March 1945. | |

On 21 Februsry 1945 XI 'G'orps assumed tactical responsibility for all B
operations in the Batsan srea, the Zambales Province, and the area west
and northwest of Fort Stotsenburg, The 40th Division, operating in the
Fort Statsenburg area, passed to XI Corps comtrol 21.February 1945 with
the mission of contim:ing the mop-up of this area.

W " While drives to the south and east had met with the most success in
the zone of action of I Corps, units on the north and nortlna;est £lank had

been smeceaaf‘ul :Ln establishing control of comnding 'berrain and road

nets in the mountainous area along the morth and east of tha Central Plai-.ns
Corridor. Buring the monih of February 1945, continmous fighting along the
entire front in I Corps zone hs.d determined the strong points and pla.n of
defense in North Iuzon. Esy to the enemy defense system was the Balete

Pass - Santa Fe arca on Highway 5 and the Villa Verde Trail. Hard con-
timous fighting in the Rosario ares by the 43rd Division snd 158th Regi-
mental Combat Team made it highly desirsble o relieve these unite for a
rest end raqréﬂization._ This was made possible on 10 Februm 1;945 by the '.
arTival of an additional Infantry Division (33rd) in the Lingsyen Gulf area.
The need for  a highly mobile reserve in S:!.'z:tﬁ Army vas saeﬁ,‘as stiff m 7
resistance all along the “mthm boundary was encountersd _by_ all units
engaged in driving into the mounteins north of the Cenmtral Plains, On

the right fiank of I Corps, the Sixth Division had driven s0 far south that
control of this division was transferred to XIV Corps, than operating east
and southeast of Menila, Other unmit assigmments placed the 431'& Division
end 158th Regimental'ccmbat Tesm in Army reserve when relieved by the 33rd
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Division. | T
Operations in the northesst sector of the Central Plains had opened | o
the road met to the east shore of Luzon. With the capture of Rizal and |
Bongsbon, the left £lank of Sixth Army became the north front and the
Philippine Sea divided the east flank into a north end south sector. In
the mop-—uﬁ of this gaﬁeral area, I Corpse had defeated the J;a.panesa 2ngd -
krnored Division and destroyed almost all S — encomntered, This
action was conaidered urugmal since all of the armored atreng‘th wWas used
in small "piecemeal" counterattacks of company strength or less, Many of |
the tanks wers dug in and used as strong gun emplacements, (19)
After successful dys;'iu.tions in the eaét Centrel Plain;.a, I Corps
turned north and on 22 February 1945 launched an all out affensivs |
againat enem;r forces in Horthern Iuzon and the Cageyan Valley. Slow
progress was made on all fronts because of well for‘.ta.fiad pasitions that ;
were mutually supporting, Main routes of advance were the Kennon Road, , :
Villa Verde Trail and Highway 5. (See sketoh No. 6) | o

(See Sketch No. 4)

Operations of XI Corps during the pericd 6 Fe'bmmry to 4 March had
knocked out enemy resistance in the Zig Zag. Pade area and opened Highwa;r
7 %o traffic and completed the isolation of Batasn from the Zambales Mount-
ains and the Central Plains, A landing in the Mayiveles Bay by mﬁﬂsi- |

mental Gombat Team and & drive along the east cosst of Batasn by another
Regimental Combat Team was designed to s.aize control of Bata&n Perdnsuls,
and permit the opening of Manila Bay to Allied shipping. éﬁmqqent
operations, supported by Naval and Aliled Alr Foi'ces, were planned for
the capture of Corregider and other small islands in the Ba'y The
offensive am;ion on Bataan fullmd a heavy hambardmmt by ‘the Eavy and
(19) B-1, T
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reduced until 27 February 195,

Air Forces, The drive down the east coast was launched on 12 Eebruary'-l%5 '

. by elements of the 1st Regimental Combat Team (released by I Corps for this

operation) with half the distance to the southern tip of Batean being

covered in one day.

On 15 February 191..5, the landing was ma.de in Hariveles Bay against |
only light enemy resistance. The following day, this force linked up with
the 1st Regimental Combat Team wihich hed driven in from the porth, '

~ The asssault on Gcrrggidor wes launched by air on 16 Fsbsrum 1945
with a drop of the 503rd Regimentsal Combat Team on the 'Tépeﬁ.de’i! parade
field and golf course. A beach landing was effected at Sen Jose by the’
3rd Battalion, 34th Infantry, Enemy on the island outmmbered any "wild .
gueas® of the Alliad Headqxiartars;, resulting in a much delayed ubp—up of
the island, Organiged reaistance in the man;y cave emplacements was not .

Enexy resiatame on Bataan was very light, aharacterised by eneuy
forces withdrawing into the mountaina, 4l) enemy positions were prepamd
for defense to the weat, Organized enemy rasiatanea ended by 20 February
195. | |

Sixth .ﬂm directed the reassignment of the 40th Bi'risinm from XIV
Gorps t.o XI Corps on 21 Febmary 15845, Following heavy bnmhardnant by
Air Force B-24s, the 40th Division launched a ccordineted attack on 23

IFehmary 13845 against organized enémy positions west of Fori Stotsenburg,

Arter two days of fightmg, enemy forcas were reduced to unorganised
enemy pockets.

By 4 March 1945, organized ememy resistance was divided into tiree
general sectors of Imson: Southern luson - east of Manila south to San
Bernardino Strait; Western Iuzon - Batean, the Zambales mountain area and
the small cosstal plains west of the Zambales; Northern Lazon - that
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portion lying north of lingsyen Gulf, Central Plains, and Dingalan Bajr.

Sixth Army was in a very good position to contimie offensive asction
against' all three enemy forces aimﬁltmeously, _aiﬁce all Amy zones of
action were comlected.by good Toad nets. Further action on Iﬁzon can best
be followed by discussing each sector separately. |

(See Sketech No, 5)

Regrouping of units within IIV Corps was effected by Six‘bh brmy on
5 March 1945 with XTIV Gorps raapansibility f‘oz- 'bha area esst of Manile
passing to xI Corpe and units employed in this ares (6th Division and lat
Cavalry Division) were to be transferred to XI Corps. Since the operations
of the 38th Division in Bataan had decreased to very small .unit. engagenmenta,
elements of the 38th Division relieved the 43rd Division in the aves west
of Fort Stotsenburg, XI Corps was directed to effect the i-aii.lef of the.
1st Cavalry Division by the 43rd Division on or before 15 March 1945, The
' 1st Cavalry ygs %o prepare for a drive to the south with early relief of
the 158th ngimental Combat Team contemplsted. |

A drive east and southesst by the 1lth Airborne Division and the
158th Regimental Combat Team opened up the Bﬁ'ﬁangas and Balayan Bays with
only light resistence exoept for strongpoints in the Mount Muntingtubig
area on the Galumpan Peninsula. The 1lth Airborne ﬁivisioﬁ, in a drive
south, paraliel to the 158th Regimentel Combat Team wes held up by heavy
enemy resistance in the hill masses east and southeast of Lake Tasl,

"Gonsiderablg time was consumed in knocking ‘out these fanatically defended

| Yatrongpoint’ type® defenses, In operations previously sahédnlﬁd, the lst
Cevalry Division cut all commmication linse between the enemy forces in
the mountains east of Mamile end the enemy south of Lagmne de Bsy. \

Contirmed operatians-aéuth of laguns de Bay further proved the .
disorganization of forces, On 23 March 1945, the lst Cavalry Division
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. relieved the 1lth Airborne Division and the 1lth Airborne Division moved

south and west to Telieve the 156th Regimentel Combat Tesm, Sixth Army

planned a landing in Legaspl area utilizing the lS&ﬁ: Regiﬁen‘bal qubat

Team reinforced,( in this operstion. Authority for the coordination of

pla.ns with Navel and Air Forces necessary to land and support this ‘6p-

eration was delegated to the Commanding Gemeral, XIV Corps., All plans_ | E
were coordinated, and neutralising preparations by Air and Navy uniis a
preceded the landing on 1 April 1945. The lending was unopposed and ..
novement inland was speeded uwp since only light resistance vas en-
countered in the vicinity. The only strong resistance in the Bicol
Peninsula was centered in a hill mass around W juat south-
east of Camaling, By 17 April 1945, s8ll enemy resistance was reduced in
the ch (bordering the San Bermardino S_g;t ‘on the wesi:.}

411 iglends in the waters adjacent to the mone of action of the 158th
Regimental Combat Team were declared clear of enemy by 14 April 1945. |
© With contact imminent by the drive of the lst Cavelry Division I

-gouth and 'l;he drive north by elemenis of the 158th Regimentel Combati

Team, Sixth Army released control of the 158th to XIV cbrps_ on 22 April 1945,
Resistanee south of I.églma_cla Bay wae bitter where organized eneny

positions were encountered, but.the 1lth Airborne and lst Cavalry Divisions

pushed south rapidly, overrmming opposition or bypssaing strongpoints to

be mopped uwp by amall forces detached enrcuts, ‘ ]
Since operations in this sector were of & mop~up nature , Sixth Army 1

directed XIV Corps to a.sém econtrol of cperé.tions in the Infanta area and

continue mop-up operations against all enemy in Southern Iuson except ithe

mountainous area east of Manila which was in the- zone of acticm cf IT

Corps, This mop~-up operation contimmed through 15 Jlme when XIv Gorps

was relieved of all resyonsihlllty in Southern Luzom. All units in South-

ern Iuzon came under the control of XI Corps with missions ;to éontimw
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mop—-up opersticns in their assigned zones. _
| Enemy positions in the mountains eesi of Manils were defendsd by. a
well organized, well equipped force, Enemy emplacemenis and fortified
positions necessitated slow and costly asssults by the 6th and 43rd Div-
isions of XTI Gorps., Prior to the relief of XIV Corps in this area, enemy
strongpoints were lmown, but II Corps continued te probe these fortifi- |
cations for -weé.k points. The northern and sonthern fianks had been
determined and strong offemsives lsunched along the entire line by 15 March .
1945. XI Corps continued to push forces to each flank in an effort to
speed up operations but the nature of the ‘terrein and enemy suicidal de-
fense of all Positioﬁs prolonged the capture of such important objectives
; a8 Ipo Dam. By systematic reduction of the many strong points in the
RShimbu Idpe® (so called becamse of the Japansse leadar) and the employ-
ment of all aveilsble forces, the enemy positions In this area were
redﬁced or isolated into amall s'brcmgpointa. On 17 May 1945 II Corps
captured Ipo Dam intact. and reduced ail other a‘brong enemy oppaaition in

-this area,

‘Simultsneously with opamtions in the mountains east of Manila, XT
Corps directed the drive.of the 43rd Division against strong enemy po-
sitions in the mountains west of Fort Stobsemburg. On 11 March 1945, XI
Corps directed the 38th Division to,t;lce over the zone of action of the
434 Division. The 43rd Division then reverted to Sixth kemy control,
Remaining enemy resistance in this area was disorganised from lack of
commmunication between strongpoints but aaah pogition was self gufricient
for a sustained defense. 13.1 enemy reslstance in this area was not
i-eéucéd untii 30 April) 1945. Extensive pa'hrol‘ling and one enemy sirong-
point reduced was the extent of upmﬁiona in the Zambeles Mountains and

the Bata.an Peninaula
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XL Corps launched a number of small scale ‘shoref to shore
o;;erations to cleer the smell islends in Hanila Bay while contimiing
~ operations in the _Zamhalea.ﬂw.ntain‘a. These forees encountersd
typlcal enemy resistance empleced in caves on islands that were still
" oceupied, Enemy positions had to be reduced almost 1ndividﬁally but aJJ.
islands wers captured and Mavile Bay was completely cleared by 16 Aprii
1945. |

(See Sketch No. 6)

According to captured enemy documents, General Yamash:[ta (Commander
of all enemy forces on luzon) planned to employ the bulk of his forces )
in the mﬁuhtains of Northern Inzon and the Cagayan Valley. . (25) Further
plans indiested the launching of a strong counterattack egainst the left
flank of American forces at a time when lines of commmnication were ex-
tended south .through the Central Plains.

Because of the stiff and contlnucus drives launched against these
elements to the north by I Corps after the initial landing in Lingayen
Gulf, the enw did not launch sueh a counterattack, - ifter. Bighwey 5 was
cut by elements of I Gorps,‘ the last enemy communication route to the
south wés closed. This forced a change in plans for the forees in North-
ern Luzon, General Ysmashits planned to defend key conirol points in the
Balete Pass ares and approaches along Highway 11 to the city of Bagulo.

By 5 Pﬁrch 1945 plans were made by I Corps for an 2ll out coordi-
nated drive on the Balete Pass by the 25th Division on Highway 5 and the
32nd Division on the w. (n the left, the 331‘6._ Divigion
was to continue the drive on Begulo along Highway 1l end north elong the
west cosst of Luzon in an effort to gain contact with guerrilla foroes
(cwmmnded.by Col. Bussel Velckman, ﬁsx} operating in the ﬁm’thueat area.
(20) B~l, P29 | | |
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This Guerrilia Fof.ce (Forthern Luzon) had been active since S-Bé.y_ under
Sixth Ammy control in Northern Iuzon and the northera end of the Cagayan
Valley. Sixth Army directed I Corps to employ this force in a drive east
southeast toward Bontoc situsied on Highway 11 north of the ensmy strong-
hold in the Bagaio ared. | | , .
Operations sgainst the Balete Paas and Villa Verde Trail positions
were slow becsuse of terrsain unsulted to resupply and cross eﬁuntry nove-
ment, heavy rains, and fanatical enem;r resia'tance in strongly fortified

enemr defenses.

Steady .advs.nces, though slow, were made by all elements of I Corps.

The 33rd Division had pushed a battelion north to contact the Philippine
Guerrilla Forces, Northern Luzon, at San Permando (La Union) on 20 March
1945, This linkup gave Sixth Army control of "the: west coast and the north
coast east to the Cagsyan River, To exploit the gains made by the 33rd
‘Divieion in the San Fernando (La Union) area, Sixth Army released the
© 129th Regimental Combet Team of the 37th Division to I Corps control on
26 Merch 1945. Contimued attacks by elements on I Corps! left (west)
flank had moved this flank to within artillery range of Baguio by 6 April
1945, Advances by the Guerrilla Forces, Northern Luzom, had locsted the
enemy north flank along Highwsy 4. As the drive for Baguio continued, it
became evident that the enemy was withdrawing from tlie' Bagi:io area leaving
a strong covering force to defend the eity. |

| Operations on the right of I Corps in the Balete Pass area had con-
tinued with slow and costly advances. Utiliﬂng heavy air bombardment and
napalm, the 25th Division captured Belete Pass on 13 May. The atiasck was
continued to capture Santa Fo and the junetion of Villa Verde Trail with
Highway 5. ' B

On the left, I Corps directed the 33rd Division to meke o Pinal

assault on the eity of Baguio and contimue the drive toward the Cagayan

L |

Valley.
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. Sixth Army cieéidad ‘o put ag much pressure as possible agaiinst the enemy |
" weskness on the left, so a reguest for release of 37th D:I:vifeién {in gerri~-
son at Manilaf) was made to Headguarters Southwest Pacific &ea; The Té- |
quest was granted and this division passed to I CGerps control hg' 11 April ‘ w
1945. T Corps comuitted the 37th Division in ihie Bagulo area to speed wp
operations on the laft flank, ' L
By 5 l@y 19!..5, the Baguio area was consldered clear of enemy, o I
corps directed 'hhe 33rd bivieion to ralim the 37th Divis:ton in this area
in prepara.tien for committing the 37th Division on the r}.ght front. ‘The _
| Philippina Guerrills Forces, Korthern Luzom, had continmed t-o drive sgainst . l_
eneny positions north of Bagwio mear Besang Pass on Him 4, This was | |
deternined to be the enemy north flank except the defenses in the North- S
en Cagayan Valley., This Force wes driving into snemy territory with |
marked success on all areas except the Cervantes - Besang Pass area, Oper= f:..;‘-'_f‘-' o
ati@s against enemy commmication routes were reducing wm'affeetim«a
andinnrethanmadeupfn;? the poor suﬁplyand lack of adequete supporting
weapons. . In the overall plan for breaking the ememy defensive positions
into isolated gectors, Sixth Army assignad this foree to I Eorpa control
for better and eontinmus eoard:!nation.
By the end of Hay, organixsd enamy reaiata.nea in the Balete Pass -
Tmgen (Villa Verde Trail) - Sente Fo srea was hroken and the concemtration
of the 37th Division in this area for a drive in exploitation of this
breakhhrough,: was complete, I Corps directed all forces to incraa.ae pras-' |
sure in =11 zones of actien fo prevent the enemy ﬁmslﬁ.fting reserves to : %
bolster 'any weak points fuﬁntl. To insure this plen, Sixthw reloaaa&_ i
the 6th Division to I Corps. | .' | o
During the period 1 Jums to'9 June, &ll wilts of I Corps advanced < °
egainst weakening resistance, The strong point on the morthwestern fromt =
(Besang Pass) was weskening in front of the drive lemnched by the Philippine = .-
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Guerrilla Forees, Northern I.uson. ‘This drive overren the enemy puaitians
on 13 June and continued alang Eighwa.y be _

The a&v_'ance_ of the 37th Division up Higlway 5 was entering lower
Cagayan Valley by 14 Jume 1945. With the 6th Division moving imto the
Bagabag area, Sixth Army directed I Corps to laumch a drive up the Cagayan
Valley with the objectives of reducing enemy forcés in the valley and ths
capiure of Aparri. ‘ ' | -

In the Bagabag area, the 6th Division was contimuing mop-up operatioms -
and drives to the west and northwest. These drives were held to slow geins,
and each advance indicated the intention of the eunemy to defend his .
ain stronghold to the end. |

The drive up the Cagayan Valley was fast developing into a race .
againat a thoroughly disorganised and retreating enemy. To bhlock the
last enemy escape route from the Cagayan Valley, 2 small Ranger Force
(known as the Commolly Forcs) had been sent om an emveloping move ._ﬁlcng
the west and northern coasts to capture the town Aperrl and block the
northern escape route, To reinforse this force, S:bcth Army ldi'rectsd an
Adrborne Battalion Combat Team be formed from the 1lth Airborne Division
and dropped in the vieinity of dperri on 23 June 1945, This drop was very
successful and once landsd, T Corps combined the two forces under one ocom~
mand £or the drive south down Cagayen Valley. ILink up with the 37th Div-
ision was mede on 27 Jume 1945. Extensive mop-up operations contimued in
the Csgayan Valley until the ensmy foroes were destroyed or scattered into
small groups. By 30 June, the Cagayen Valley was open to transportation.
A large mmber of enemy had sscaped into the mountains esst of the Cagayan
Vallfay bui theae forces were disorgénized, poorly équipped and were not |

capable of reaslsting an orgamized operation.




In compliance with orders of Headquarters Southwest Pasific drea,
Sixth Army regrouped forces leaving the 37th Division in the Cagayan
Valley, the 6th Division driving into the mtaina of the Xiangan strong-
hold, the 32nd Division driving into this same sres from the southwest and
the Philippine Guerrilla Forces, Northern Luzom, driving on this strong- |
hold from the north. As of 0001, 1 July 1945, all missions of I Corps in '
the north and XI Corps in the south passed to the XIV Corps. (For dig-
position of friendly and enemy forces and zomes of aetion on 2 Ju-.'& see
Sketoh No. 7): All responsibility for offemsive action and administration
of forces committed to actlon as of 1 July 1945 passed from Sixth Army to
Eighth Amy, Responsibility for all tactical operations on Luson was
delegated to XIV Corps by Bighth Army. Because of the scattered location _‘
and atablelzones of asction, XIV Corps conducted operations ip the mor—-up S
of smal) enemy groups by use of strong patrols while a coordinated attack |
was planned séaina‘h the stroﬁger positions, Use of air striking pover was
employed to a great extent end after a short drive, almost all strong
enemy resista.ﬁce was reduced. B:_r 4 July action against the enemy was
moving very rﬁpidly to a close.

In the énal&sis of Vthe Luzon Gampaigx_i, many very important factors " ?~
" are worthy of comment. ' - ]
" Flanning for an operation on such a large scale mist be sound |
strategically, tactic.;ally, end logistically., This operation was very well
p]azmed and ca:rried out with the mim.mmn change in plans once t.he eoperation
began. jw - '
(  Coordination and cocparation vas attw_?betmm the Alr, Ground and :
M Maml Forces throughout the entire operstion, Cloge oonrdiﬁation and
cooperation batween all units and echelons of command was 2 direct
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contribution to the success of the operation with the minimum loss of tinme,
materiel, and ;personnel.

Good internal routes of commnication efforded Sixth Aray a decided
a&wanta.ga evu' the limited routes of communication between strategically
located enemy Foreea throughout the island.

The poor emlﬁation ef terrein in aoﬁé iﬁatances cost the eneny rush
needed time in shifting his forces to better defend an area or reinforce a
vesk spot in his defensive positions. An exmmple is the Agno B;lvar,‘ a _
natural barrier, which was defended by very small enecmy grdv.jxﬁs. This riwr
defense would have denied the Central Flaina to Sixth 4rmy for sufficient
time to allow a s'br;ang eamt&attack on the left flianik,

The em;m'*s use of armor was & direct violation of & -rsry essential
_prineiple of war - that of mass, By committing the Japanese 2nd Armared
Division piecemeal and digging tanks in for use as pillboxes in defense, -
the priumciples of mass and offemnsive were violat;d.

Lack of timely consclidation of enemy forces allowed the Sixth Army
to cat routes.of cammmica‘tion between large forces amd thsreby isclate
each grdup, pi'eventing matual support either by fire or reix’xfmmnt.

The waging of m-hrda:f’aam cannot bring viotory to the defendw,
yet no large scale countera‘btmk was launched when all tactiaal prineiples
. dictated such a move at the time Sixth Army lines of commmnication were
extended to the 1imit in the Central Plains, |

Iogistiéal aupport of an operation smch as this requifes eonstant
plamming and cluas mr&inétion. The effectivensss of the 1ogiatica1
support is evident by the constant shif‘t:l:ug of tmits to hceing econtirmous
pressure against the ensmy on widely separated fromts, The fact that
cffenéim tactics were employed on all fromts over terrein that was a.dversa :
to troop movement and resupply without a serious breskdown in supply is
sufficient evidence of careful, contimuous, snd efficient logistical supply.
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Ade

This operation in its_é]i is a lesson in sombat leadership from Army

level don to very small mnit lesders. Some of the more obvious lessons
- (1, Careful plamaing and eaerd:lqu‘bm are essential io success in
launching an invesion on enemy . shores whather it be large or small,
2, Cooperation betwaen hw Hm, and Iir Furses is essential when .
_ W& minimzm of 'b:um, equipment and per&mmal 18 available, .
3. The value of air superiority was demonatrated ﬁ:n the werwater_
move to Luzon. - Loss to Allied Forces from enemy alr was:mzy. eostly (3
A " ships sunk .and-13 seriously damaged); more sig/nificent‘becma enemy sir
power was reduced to very small scatte;;ed forces in 'this' arees.
= be Sustainad defense is cast]y in perm:msl end w*; with no

appreeiable gains by the defendm' unless time is more 1anor‘han't than all

unite involved, | .

/" 5, Wide variance in terrain requires careful considerstion and

- flexibility of plans et ell echelons of command, .
eo——— PSSR

s i
W 6. E[:raining in algst all types of warfare mzt be considare& in
all

. unit h*aining gince units empleyed in the Luzon eampaign encmteraﬁ
M A WS
t all types of operstions. (Alrborne, assaulb amphibimzs 1andings,-

-mountalin fighting, Jjungle varfare, open terrain where mwémnt and amor

R RSO T )

can be a@lcyed to great advantage, ﬁm cx-osaings, attack on a fortified
city, fortified positions end many others), . - -. o
7, Valusble information ean be obtained from guerrilla forces
operating behind enemy lines, : | "
‘W"‘W an enemy ocmpied mtry ean. be used to

great advanﬂas guldes, scouts, and reinferemta for i’ighting forees
e -
with great success,
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