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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY "D", 2ND BATTALION, S508TH
PARACHUTE INFANTRY REGIMENT (S2ND AIRBORNE DIVISION)
AT NIJMEGEN, HOLLAND, 17-18 SEPTEMBER 1944,
(RHIHELAND CAMPATIGN, EUROPEAN THEATRE OF OPERATIONS)

. (Personal Experience of a Platoon Lesder)

- INTRODUCTION

By the middle of September,1944,the Allied Armles in
Europe had advanced to the line shown on Map A, with the
norﬁh flank.gener&lly along the Holland-Belgium border, and
the entire front pfessing ever closer to the German border.
(1) Hopes were high that the Germsn Army would collspse
entirely,and thet the war would be ended before the year was
out. (2) |

However,as the Allles had pushed rapidly sacross France,
their logistical difficuities had incressed, The number of
troops to be supplied was growing daily,and the supply 1ine
was growing ever longer. The port facilities at Cherbourg
were working night and da& but could not meet the demand.
The Germans still.held the ports of Celsals, Dunkirk,and
Boulogne, and controlled the outlet to the see at Antwerp.,
LeHarre had been captﬁred on 10 September,but required ex-
tensive repalrs before 1t could be used. (3}

The French rgll system had been'sé'thcroughly demolishe-
ed by the Allied Alr Force that 1t could contribute but
little to the transportation.of the thﬂﬁsands of tons of
aupplies 80 necessary to maintaln the continued offensive,
(8) | |

Gasoline end food were the two most critical items of
supply. "On September 1l and 12, the First Army had to sup-

(1) A-7, p. 5%; (2) A-B, p. 693 (3) A=7, Msp 11;
(4) A-6’ pn 223.
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plement its ration with savéntj-five thousand captured ra-
tions." Other units were experiencing simiiar difficulties, .
and the prospects for the future appeared to be even worse.
(5)

Fabed with these discomforting circumstances,the Allled
High Command declided to mass its dwindling resources for a
quick and what was hoped %o be'a decisive blow which%would
lead to the early end of the war in Europe, (6) “T

. OPERATION "MARKET-GARDEN"

The Alliled Armies on the western front were to suspené
their further advance and divert all poaslible supplliea to the
British Becond Army, which was to be prepared to drive north.
to the Zulder Zes, (See Map A) cutting off the Germsn Armies
in western Hélland,and plecing them in position to strike
directly into the heart of central Germany. In this way,the
formidable Siegfried defenses would not have to be breached,
and the entire Germsn right flank would be turned. (%)

To asslist in thié plan, an Airborne Corps, consisting of
two American and one British alrborne divisions, and the
Polish Parachute Brlgade, was placed under the command of
Second Army. (8)

. "3econd Army planned to havé this Corps, flying from
airfields in Bngland, establish a carpet of alrborne troops
.acroas the watarways.on the planned axis of advance thrdugh
Eindhoven to Grave, Kljmegen, and Arnhem, culminsting in a
bridgehead force north of Arnhem." (9) (Map A) This Alr-
borne Corps was to strlike at the same time the Second Army

(5) A"‘sg p‘ ‘70; (6) A‘ﬁ’ pn .?O; (r?) A-s, po 71""?2;
A-12, p. 67; (8) (9) A-6, p. 226-227.



launched 1ts drive to the north, It was planned that the
linkup should be completed by the efeﬁing of D plus 3. (10)
The airborne effort was given the code name "Market"™. The
0peratipns of thg_ground forces,in establishing the all im-
_portant linking corridor,was given the code name "Garden".
Thus czme into being Operation “Market-Gargen“, which was

acheduled to be launched 17 September 1944, (11)

13T AIRBORNE CORPS PLAN

lst Alrborne Corps,commanded by Lt., Gen. F. A. M. Bréwn-
ing (British),gave the lst British Airborne Division and the
Polish Brigede thé mission of securing the Eridge across the
Lek River at Arnhem, The Americanlaand Alrborne Division wes
to selze the bridges at_EzEgg and Nijmegen, and to orgsnize
end defend the'high ground between Groesbeek and Nijmagen.
'The American 10lst Alrborne Divlision was glven the mission of
" securing the canal bridges in the vielnity of Eindhoven. (12)
(Mep A) _ |
~Due to igsufficient troop-carrier sircraft to 1lift the
Corpa in its entirety, the two Uhiged States alrborne divi-
sions were limited to teking Iin three regimental combat teams
each on D Pay, the rest %o fbllow on D plus 1 and D plus 2.
The 1st British Airborne Division was to land one parschute
brigade and two thifds of the glider brigade on "D Dsy", the
rest to land on D plus 1. The Polish Brigede was scheduled
to come in on I plus 2. (13)
TERRATN ‘ SO

Phe ares in which the 82nd Airborne Division was re-

(10) Personal knowledge; (11} A-6, p., 229; Personal know-
ledge; (12) (13} A-6, p. 227.
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quired to operate is dominated by a "I" shsped hill system,
which extends from the Mesas River to the Wasl River (See Map
B). The bar of the "T" extends from Wyler west to Nijmegen.
This hill mass 1s intersected by a north-south ridge line,
which extends to the south of Groesbeek, (14) It i= this
erea that 1a referred to as the Groesbeek Helghts. It enjoyed
particular tactical aignificance due to its being the only
high ground in the entirs country of Hollisnd, (15) Ths
rest of the dlvision ares 1is geﬂerally flat, and 1s crias-
crossed by many smell censls, Both aress are generally
heavlly wooded, with thick, tangied underbrush. Eaat of the
ridge, however, there 1s = largé cleared farming areas, which
affords excellent obaservation and unobatructed flelds for
the landing of glider and parachute troops.

An excellent road net extends throughout the entlre area.

Three main roads and two railrosds converge on the beeun-
tiful city of Nijmegen, whose prewar population of nearly
100,000 remained definitely pro-allied desplte active occupe-
tion by German tralning forces. (16} Becsuse of the numerous
rivers end canslas, all bridges in the division area assumed
great tacticel impaftance, particularl# the huge five-apan
steel and concrete highwsy bridge across the Waal River. (17)

MISSION AND PLAN OF 82ND ATRBORNE DIVISION
Phe mission of the 852nd Airborne Division was to seize,

(14) Personal imowledge; See Map Nljmegen; (15) A-9,
p. 43; (16) A-9, p. €3; (17) A-12, p. 67.



organlze, and defandi‘the Groesbeak Helghts, selze the Grave
Bridge across the Maas River, and finally to seize the
Nijmegen Bridge across the.Waal'Hiﬁer. See Map B. Although
1t was not prescribed bﬁ higher headquarters, equally lmpor-
teant was the seizure of at least one of the bridges across
the Maas-Waal GanalﬁLin order that the division might have
interior lines of communication. (18)

A factor which greatly influenced the method by which
this mission was to be executed was the fact that the divi-
sion was limited to bringing in on "D" Day but 50 of the
1002 gliders carrying combat elements of the division. Due
to ﬁhe limited eir 1ift, 450 gliders were to be towed in on
D plus 1,and the remaining 402 on D plus 2. This fact also
required that,in addition to the missions already assigned,
a sultable landing zone would have to be secured and held,
pending the arrival of the gliders bearing the 325th Glider
Regiment, the division artillery, and the division englneers.
o) |

The plen was to drop the 504th Parschute Infantry Regl-
ment, less one GOmpany;bn Drop Zone "0%, (See HMap B) north of
the Maas River just east of Grave, Company E of that regl-
ment was to jump south of the Maas River. The Grave Bridge
wes thus to be attacked from both directions, while the re-
mainder of the regiment attacked the four bridges acroas the
Maas-Wasl Canal from the west. (20).

The 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, plus the 50 glid-
ers containing enti-tank guns, signal equipment, and divi-
sion headquarters personnsl, was to drop on Drop Zone "NY,

(18) A-1, p. 1; (19) A-1l, Part IV Statistics; (20) A-l,
Part II, Graphic Plates.
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southeést of Groesbeek, as shown on Map B, 'They were to
organize and defend the Groesbeek Helghts from Groesbeek
south to Mook, and also,to attack the two southernmost bridges
gcross the Maas-Waal Canal in conjunction with elements of the
504th Parschute Infantry,who were to be attacking these same
bridges from the west. (21)

The 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment ﬁas_ta drop on Drop
Zone "T" (Sece Map B),ﬁortheast of Groesbeek, The Third Bat-
talion was to0 organize and defend the high groﬁnd from Wyler
to Nljmegen, a distance of approximately 6 miles. The secénd
Battalion,less Company "D",wss to attack directly west to the
Hatert and.Honinghutie Bridges,which cross the Mass-Wasl
Canal, completely clearing all eﬁemy from its assigned sector.,
(22)

The First Battalion was to initiate an attack on the
city of Nijmegen,with De Ploeg aé an intermediate objective,
and 1f possible secure the 6000 foot spen across .the Waal
River. (Bee Map B) The enemy dispositions in Hljmegen were
not definitely known, but were expected te be strong, and_re—
action to pha'airhorne atteck could reasonsbly be expected to
be violent and immediate, The division commander therefore
authorized the 508th Regimental Gommsnder to halt the 1lst
Battalion attack,aﬁd use this battalion, should the degree of
enemy reslstance from other directions make it appear that he
might not be able to hold the remainder of his sector. The
divislon commander estimated that it would ﬁake at least a
regiment to.take the Nijmegen Bridge, but he could not spare
such s force initially. The ist Battalion was to meke the ef-
(21) A-1l, Part II, Graphic Plates; (22) 4-5, p. 104,
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fort tﬁ take this bridge in the hope that it might be found
lightly defended. However, thoﬁgh an attacking force, this
unit was glsc considered to be the reserve battalion of the
regiment, to be used as guch should troubia develop else-~
where. (23)
‘Company D,of the Second Battalion,was given the mission
~ of expandiﬁg and holding Drop Zone "M as a landing zone for
the 450 gliders containing the division artillery and divi-
sion engineers, scheduled to land at 1400 hours on D plus 1,
(24) |
The company commander was unsble to make detailed plans
in advance %o acéomplish this mission due to thse many uncer-
talnties inherent in such an operation. Reconnaissance was
not posslble, and the disposition of the enemy was not known.
It could not be detarmined_in advence, whether the company
would be required to ettack or defend, in which direction the
ection would materislize, or evén the point from which opera-
tions would be launched. Previous operations hed proven that
1t could be considered normal to land far from the designated
drop-zone, Faced with these impondersablaes, the company com-
meander declded to accépt the situation as he found it upon
lending, and to then take whatever aqtion the slituation demand-

ed to accomplish his assigned mission. ({25)

“D"'DEE“

Sunday morning,September 17, 1944, dawned clesr and warm,
and'féﬁnd the airfields of England literally'swarming with
men and planes. {26) Bomber and fighter groups had long
(23) A-15; A-5, p. 104-106; - (24) _A-2, p. 6; (25) A-13;
A-14;  (26) A-12, p. 1.
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been softening up the enemy by the time the troop carrier
planes were airborne, Thelr missions were not all completed,
however,as the task of escoriing the huge ﬁir.armada safely
into Holland hed yet to be sccomplished, (27)

By 1110 hours the last of the 508th Parachute Infantry
was airborne. (28) The formation encountered no fighter op-
posltion at all, probaﬁly due to the splendld alr cover pro-
vided by Allled fighter planes of all types. Enemy enti-ain-
ecraft fire was light and spotty over the route in,but increas-.
ed as the drop zone wéa approached.,  (29) A plane 6cntain1ng
elements of the 1st Plstoon, Company D, and members of the com-
pany headquarters group,had its right motor blown completely
from 1ts mounting, and crashed sbout two minutes out from the
drop zone. Paratroopers and crew were seen to parachute safe-
ly to earth. (30)

The formation continued on in without further casuslties
and dropped on Drop Zone "I" at 1332 hrs. (See Map 0) (31)

Enemy opposition on the drop zone was light, consisting
mainly of 20 mm anti~aircraft gun crews,who for the most part
ebandoned their guns snd fled. (32)

Equipment bundles were recavered,and the regiment as-
sembled on colored smoke grenades according to prearranged
pian. By 1500 hr. the entire regiment had cleared the drop
zone,and 1ts various elements were moving toward thelr as-
signed objectives, (33)

Compﬁny D'revertad to regimental control upon landing,
and less one squad of the 1st'Platoon, the compaﬁy Qxecutivar
(27) &a-4; (28) A-11; (29) A-2, p. 1; (30) Witnessed
by author; (31) A-11; (32) &-1; A-2; A-5; A-9; A-11;

(33) A-2, pP. 1. :
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offlcer, the commmnications seréeant, énd the company supply
sergeant, who were forced to jump prior te reaching the drop
zone, proceeded to the vicinlty of Hooge Hof. ZHere the com-
pany command post was established in the wooded draw, as showm
on Map C. (34)

The compsny commander 6rdered the plsioon leaderas teo
prepare defensive positions on the ridge east of the commend
post, platoons asbresst, with the 2nd Platoon on the left in
the edge of the woods north of the reaﬁ, the 1lst Platoon
south of the roed, and the 3rd Platoon on the »ight. The
company observation poat was established in =n upstairs bed~
room of_thérfarmhouse on top of the ridge. (35)

The regimental'ammunition officer and four men from the
regimental supply section had remained on the drop zone to
recover tha'additiénal bundles of supplies which had been
‘ dropped wlth the regliment, ?hése bundles contained medlcal
supplies, K-rations, and smmunition, and were scattered over
sn area five hundred yards wide and one thousend yards long.
This supply section attached themselves to company head-
quarters, and establighed s regimental supply dump at the
company command post. After commandeering a tesm of horses
and a farm wagon from Hooge Hof, they began the immense task
of gathering the scattered supplies. (36)

The com@any commender ordered a patrol to be sent out
from the 2nd Platoon ﬁa_detenmine 1f there were ahy enemy in
the vicinity of Voxhill, A similar patrol was dispatched
from the 1sﬁ Platoon to search Lerkendasl, and one from the

(34) (35) (36) Personal knowledga.
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3rd Platoon to search the villege of Kamp. (8ee Mep C) The
patrol which visited Lerkendasl met no oppositidn,and return-
ed with a negative report. The patrolé which visited-Vox-
hill and Kamp each killed three Germens, who were apparently
attempting to hide safter having sbandoned their 20 mm AA guns
on the drop 2zone, No prisoners were taken,and no casualiles
wore suffered by the patrols. (37)

It was growlng dark by the time the last of the patrols
wggkin, and the éompany settled down for the night malntain-
ing a three man outpost sbout two hundred snd fifty yards to
the front of each platoon, and one man aweke in each two man
foxhole, The night passed quietly without event,snd 1t was
beginning to gppear as though the enemy was not golng to con-

teat our occupation of this particular area. (38)
"D Plusg 1"

Shortly after daylight the company commander summoned
his platoon leaders to the command post. He explalned that
the gliders ﬁere due in about 1400 hours, and he felt that
the only way we could cover their landing end unlosding was
to occupy posltions on the east perimeter of the landing zons.
Any enemy sighted would be brought under long range fire and
pinﬁed as far from the landing zone as posslble., The Znd T
Platoon was %o oceupy positions on Voxhlll fﬁcing north and
east, The lst Platoon was to dig in east of Lerkendsal slong
the Kamp - Wyler Road, The 3rd Platoon wea to protect the

right flsnk from the nose of the ridge directly west of and
{37) Personal knowledge; (38) Personal experlence.
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overlooking Kemp, The company command post was to remain in
1ts present location., (8ee Map D). This placed each of the
platoons over & thousand yards from the company command post,
end extended the compsny front to over a mile. There was not
sufficient wire agvallable to meintain wire communications
over such a great distance, which meant that the company was
required to rely entirely on mesaengers and the SCR 536 for
communications. The platioons moved out lmmedlately. (39)

| The 3rd Platoon moved down the back of the ridge until
opposite the farm bulldings south of Hooge qpf, then moved
east around The nose and commenced the preparstion of 1ts
position. A two-man patrol was dispatched to attempt to con-
tact elements of the 505th Parachute Infantry,which were sup-
posed to be in Groeshbeek, sbout one mile south of Kamp. The
Platocn.Leader, drd Platoon,then called the company commander
oﬁ the SCR 536, end reported that.he was on pcsi?ion, dlgeging
in, there weré no signs of enemy activity,and that a contact
petrol had been sent to (Groesbeek. The company commander
‘replied with an order for the Third Platooh to reinforce the
2nd Plstoon on Voxhill with two rifle sguads immediately.
He to0ld the platoon leader to stop at the company command post
enroute, and he would orient him further. (40)

Leaving the platoon headquarters, one rifle squad,and
the mortar squad,on position,the platoon leader moved back up
the draw with his two rifle squads as ordered, taking the
platoon 8CR 536 radlo with him, Reporting in at the‘cemmand

post,he found the situation to be extremely vague. The com-
(39) (40) Personal experience.
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pany commander had received a radio measage from the Second_
Platoon stating that.it was in trouble and needed some help.
That was.all. The company commender had been unable to ralse
8 response since that time. The Second Platoon had not stated
whether it was under attack, or whether it had meiely sight-
ed the enemy end anticipated attack. Nelther the number of
the enemy or the direction of attack had been stated. The
campany conmander hed also aﬁtempted to cbntant the 1st Platoon
with no success. He was inclined to belleve that the 2nd
Platoon was just overly nservous, but counld not justify the
mysterious radioc silence from.both the 1lst and 2nd Platoons

- 8lnce the orliginal message. He had heard only a few scatter-
ed shots from the dlrection of Voxhill about the time of the
radio mésaage,énd none since. He decided to send the Platoon
Leader, 3rd Platoon,with his two squads, to Voxhill, te report
back by radlo immediately on the existing situation., (41)

He decided to accompany the 3rd Platoon about halfway
down the Hooge Hof road to point X" Map D, taking with him
his SCR 536 rsdioc and a meséenger. From that polnt he dis-
patched his runner to contact the 1st Plateoon on the right,
The 3rd Platoon left the_road,and cut across the fields toward
the rear of Voxhill., (42) | _

Ag the 3rd Platoon approached withiﬁ about two hundred
end fifty yards of the 2nd Platoon posltion, 1t was fived on
suddenly by two machine guns from the group of bulldings on
Voxhill., (See Map D) The fire caught the 3rd Platoon com-

' pletely by surprise,end two men were killed instantly. The
(41) (42) Personal experiencse.
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remainder were plnned rather helplessly in the open'field.

The fire was not.returnedlimmediately beéause the guns were |
cbviously American LMG'S,and 1t was believed by all that the
"nervous" 2nd Platoon had opened fire on mistaking them for
enemy. Thls hope was short lived however as a third gun opeh-
ed up, and i1ts high eyeclic rate ldentified it unmistsalkably as
German, Fortunatelj,the Jrd Plastoon was well dlspersed, and
the field in which it was plnned was planted in sugar beets
ready for harvest,wlth the rows running perpendicular to the
line of fire, (45). |

The platoon leader called to his two LMG teams to crawl
down the rows to the roed on whiech they had left the company
commander whlle the riflemen covered thelr withdrawsal, This
road offered from twelve to elghtesen inches of defllasde. Fron
that paint they could fire on the enémy while the remalnder
of the two =quads withdrew in the same menner. This was gc-
complished éuccesafully with the loss of two riflemen. (44)

A3 the platoon leader and the last of the riflemen reach-
ed the road, the company cormmander crawled up with more bad
news, His runner had been unsable to locste the lst Platoon,
and they still did not reply on the SCR 536. (45)

It was obvious that the 2nd Platoon had been surprlsed
and quickly overrun. The wheresbouts of the lst Platoon was
entirely unknown.: ... The remainder of the 3rd Platoon, with
the badly needed mortar,was s mile sway, entirely unaware of
the situatlon, and with no means by which the platoon leader

might communicate with them. (46)

(48) " (44) Personal experience; (45) (46) Peraonal know-
ledge .
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At this time a force of Germans estimated at two platoqns
was observed approaching from the north in attack formation,
swinging wide around Voxhill from the direction of Wyler.

{8ee Map E) They had spparently been committed as a maneuver
element to flank the 3rd Platoon,in i1%s original position in
the sugar beet field west of Voxhiil. Dﬁe to the change in
position of the 3rd Plstoon they found themseives making a
frontel attack. As the 3rd Platoon took them under fire,they
commenced firing, and continued to advance by fire and move-
ment. The fire of the 3rd Platoon wss shifted entirely to the
advancing force in sn effort to pin them before they could as-
sault. At this time a tremendouns vulumé_of 20 mm fire was
received from Voxhill, and the number of casuslties began to
‘rise; one of which was the company commander. The advsancing
element was finslly pinned gbout two hundred and fifty yards
out after taking terrific punishment, but the situation for

- the 3rd Platoon had become extremely criticsal,as thelr posi-
tlon was becoming raplidly untensbie. The fire from Voxhill
was terrible in its intensity, but could not be returned,be-
cauge,to lessen the fira_on the sttacking element would be to
invite them to amsasult. (47) The SCR 300 with which regiment
could be contacted for assistance was at the command post, but:
there was no way the company commander could contact the come-
mand post as he had the company SCR 536 with him,and it would
have been sheer murder to dispatch hls runner (The other com-
pany SCR 536 radios were with the group which ecrashed)., Am-

munltion was »unning very low and there was no route of with-

(47) Personal experience,
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drawal, (48) |

However, bsasck et the compeny Observatlion post at Hooge
Hof, the regimentel smmuanition officer_had-obaerved the pre-
dicament of the company commander and the 3rd Platoon, He im-
mediastely radliced regiment on the SCR 300 that Company "D
was surrounded 6n the drop zone, that the enemj was threaten-
ing to overrun the regimenﬁal supply dump, snd that the situa-
tlon wes extremely critical. The regimental commander replied
that he would have the lst Battalion launch a counterattack
as soon as possiblo from the vicinity of De Ploeg (See Map B),
end that the position was toc be held at all cost. The regi-
mental ammnition offieer-then organized the company hesad-
gquarters group and the supply section into a defense unit,and
oceupied the old positions of the 2nd Platoon in the edge of
the woods north of the roéd (See Map E),from which they could
bring fire on the ehemy. (49} Having the regimental supply
dump at thelr right elbow,they were wesy naturally not suffer-
ing for want of smmunition, and the high and continued rate
of theif fire essed considerably the pressure of enemy_fire
on the 3rd Platoon. They sounded like an entirg company, and
their fire apparently dispelled any notlon the Germans might
have entertgined about éontinuing_their advaence. Nelther ;hé
company copmander nor the 3rd Platoon were aware of the regil-
mentsl ammnition officer's asctions, except that they reallzed
that company headquarters had teken up the fight from the edge
of the woods about 400 yards on the.ir left flank., (50)

Their first knowledge of ﬁhe lst Battalion counterattack
{48) Personal knowledga;. (49) A;lﬁg A-2, p. 23 Personal
- knowledge; (50) Personal experience.
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was the sight of an estiméte@ two companies of troops approach-
ing in attack formation from the north,in rear of the plnned
Germans. {See Map E) -They gppeared to stretch from the

woods on the left front to beyond Voxhill on the right front.
They were deployed in wildth and depth,and looked like dooms-
day %o the 3rd Platoon, for it was naburally assumed that they
were enemy. 'The platoon leader immedlately ordered long range
flre on this new threat, but the fire seemed to have no ef-
fect on their determlned advance except to draw return fire,
which increased in intenslity =asz they advanced. The platoon
leader suddenly reallzed that the flres from Veoxhill had '
ceased entirsly, and observed that the advancing troops were
receiving extremely heavy 20 mm fire from thelr left flank.
and from Voxhill. He ordered firing ceased immediately and
after studying the troops through field glassses finslly
recognized the famillar sight of a BAR bipod swinging crazily
afound the mizzle of & rifle, as cne of the men made a quiék
dash forward, They were now unmistskably American troops,

and & cheer went up from every throst. The jubllance was
short-lived however,as the 1st Battelion continued lts relent-
less attack, sweepling over Voxhill on the right, over the
surprised and helpless Germans to the front of the Third Pla-
tobn,and concentrated its fire on the road occupied by the -
3rd Platoon. Everyone by now was shouting, "cease-fire its

ﬁog Company®, One man attempted to jump to his feet to effect
recognition,but was shot down before he could get off his
knees, (51)

(61) Personsl experience,
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Baving received fire initially.from the road, the lst
Battalion was convinced that it was occcupied by the enenty,
Orenge smoke had been designated in the 8.0.I. as identifica-

“tion for friendly troops, but there was not a smoke grenade
in the entire group. There was no'possible way to effect
recognition without committing sulcide due to the intensity
of thelr concentrated fire., Esch man in the 3rd Platoon wes
forced to hug the ground flat on his face in the "gutter®
defllsde until the assgulting force came plunging out onto
the road,and recognized them for frlendly troops - much to
the surprise and disappointment of the 1st Battelion. (52)

The attack.of the lst Battellon was completed at 1400
hours,just as the first gliders cut loose frdm thelr tow
planes and came in to land. (53) Unfortunately,scme of them
decided to land quite a bit east of the Kamp-Wyler roa@.

(See Map E) This area was of course in eneny hands, and many

of them suffered heavy casualties. (54)

The 1st Battslion, due to the speed of its atteck,suf-
fered only 9 wounded in action and 2 killed ln action., It
killed 50 Germans, captured 149, and neutralized 16 20 mm
guns. (55)

Company D had suffered the loss of the entire 2nd Platoon
killed or captured. The 3rd Platoon suffered 5 killed in
sction and 6 wounded in actien, not counting the company com~
mander, who had been stunned by a bullet which grazed hls
head. (56)

The 1lst Platoon was labter reported in Groesbeek (See Map .
(525 Personal knowledge; (53) Apll; (54) A-10; A-1, p. 43
Personal knowledge; (55) A-11; A-15; A-2, p. 3; &A-1, p. 3;
(56) Personal knowledge; A-13; A-14. _
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B), where it had joined the 505th Parachute Infantry Regl-
ment. The platoon leaderts radlo had apparently been damag-
ed in the jump and falled to function. Believing his pla-
toon to be cut off by thz.attack_which overren the 2nd Pla-
toon, and finding himself without comminications, he decided
to attasch his platoon to the nearest known friendly troop
uﬁit.' (57) |

ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

The mission of the division as a whole was certdinly one
of attack., Compsny "D¥, however, had a purely defensive role
to play after finding itself in undisputed possession of ﬁha
drop zone, The frontags envoiVad, which was alightly over a
mile, can certainly be considered excesslive for & company in
defense. This cannot excuse, however, the complete disreganrd
of the principles of defense as exhibited in this operaticn;

Goncessiona must be made to'nrganization in depth when
dsfenﬁiﬁg on such a broad front, But this mskes even more
important the necesaity for mutual suppert and all around
Gofense, The manner in.whieh this defense was conducted
enebled the enemy te¢ attack one platoon of the company at a
time. The company commander soon found himself commanding
only two squeds instead of a compeny. |

The 2nd Plstoon was completelj surprised and overrun
while preparing their positions, due entirely to their failure
to post loocsal secnritj.' This fact was later admltted by the
platoon 19ader upon his release from a German PB.camp in 19458,
Thelr surprise was so utterly complete that many of the men

did not have the opportunity to fire a aslngle shot, end the

(5%) A-13; A-14.
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platoon leader waa forced to surrendef;%ithout having suf-
ficlent time to complete his radio message tb the compény com-
mander, - (58) | |

The untter lack of communications in this operation robbed
the company commander of any control he might have been able |
to exercise over tﬁe situation. All of %the company head-
quarter's radio gnd wire equipment, with the ‘exception of 1
SCR 300 and 1 SCR 536,were with the commnic¢ations sergeant
-ﬁhd company executive officer in the plane which crashed prior
to reaching the drop zone., Had the Platcon Leader,lst Pla-
toon, learned of the damage to hls SCR 536 during the ﬁsaembly,
"a utlillity set would not have been available. The inability
of the 1st Platoon to establish radio communication with come
pany was not sufficlent justificatidn for abandoning lts as-
signed mission, Had its position.begcme'untsnable,a messenger
could have been used té so 1nfdnm the company éogmander.

Had the Platoon Leadef, 3rd Platoon,permitted his radilo
to be retained by the two squads on position, that element
éould haye.baen effectively empioyed b& the company cammahdar.
The platoon leader had no use for 1%, as the.only other radio
operative on the net was the company coﬁnnaxider's,,.and. tha.twq
ware YLogether,

It cannot be ascertained how many of the 1st Battalion
casuslties were inflicted by the 3rd Platoon, It 1s reason-
- gble %o presume however thet g 1arge percentage of them werse,
as the speed and directlon of the attack caught the Germans

iﬁﬁéhe rear, and completely by surprise., Had the Platoon Lead-

(58) A-16,
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er, 5rd Platoon used his fleld glasses te establish positive
identificeation priﬁr to opening fire, fewer casualtles would
have been experienced in both the 1st Battalion end the 3rd
Platoon. | |

The orange smoke grenades dealgnated in the S.O.I. as
recognition for frliendly troops were distributed on the basls
of two per company. Both of these grensdes were in the pos-
session of the communications sergeant, and so were of course
not available to the company commander or the platoon leader
when their use was needed most. Very little conaideration
for thelr use hed been given up to this time, and they were
considered as excess baggage by most compasnieszs, This opera-
tlon, however, pointed up the fact that they could be used
to very good sdventage by platoon and squad leaders.

The Germans made very good use of 20 mm anti-aircraft
gun fire in the support of thelr ground troops. In the ini-
tlal stages of the airborﬁé invasion, the QGermans were forced
to coomlt whatever troops they had immedlately avallsable.
They consisted mainly of labor troops, pollece units, and anti-
aircraft artillery battslions, Such units did not have nor-

mal artillery support. They were forced of necesslty to em-

ploy thak::giﬁgaﬁﬁﬂiuﬁ;tnngiupiag them a3 direct-fire weapons. .

Gomp any "p" falled to render unservicesble the guns in the
viclnity of the drop zone, which had been asbandoned by their
crews, Some of these same guns were later employed by the
Germans after overrunning the 2nd Platoon.

Following the counterattack of the lst Battalion, the en-
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tire area west of the Kamp - Wyler Road was clear of enemy.
The gliders which landed in that grea were able to unload
without interference from enemy fire. Some of the gliders,
however,decided to land east of this road as much as 2000
vards., Of these, many fouﬁd themselves under hesvy enemy fire,
and many casualties resulted. The ground troops watched help-
lessly as these gliders scared unknowingiy into the enemy oc-
cupled area., Had commmunications existed between the ground
Troops and the glider pillots,instructions could easlly have
been given for theﬁ to_land in the.area west of the roaﬁ,and
the loas of troops and much valuable equipment could have

been prevented.

LESSONS

l. 6Gommunications are vital toc the success of gny opera-
tion, s
2, When assigned a defensive mission,the principles of
defense rmust not be lgnored, regerdless of frontage assigned.
Se Localxseeurity mist cbnstantly be maintained, |
4., A reserve unit may be initlially engsaged wlthout
.losing its identity as the reserve, provided 1t ls prepared
to gquickly dlsengage., This principle was ably demonsatrated
by the lst Battalion in this operation.
5. An assigned misslon must not be sbandoned without
permission of the next higher hesdquarters, @Aﬂﬂ&ﬂ%;ﬁﬂ:
. 6, When smoke or pyrotechnics sre designated in the 8.0,
I., as means of ldentifying friendly troops, such signalling
devices must be distributed at least down to and including

squad leaders.

24



Ve Heédquarters personnel can be an effectlve reserve
force. | |

8. Parachute troops can be dropped directly on enemy
anti-alrcraft instellations without suffering unreasonsble
losses.

9, In e fluld situation, fire must not be opened on
approaching troops untll positive identification has been
made, |

10. Anti-alreraft wespons can bé used effectively in
suppeort of ground troops,

11. Enemy crew served weapons such as anti-aircraft
guns, artillery pleces, machine guns, and mortars, mast be
rendered unservicesble immediately upon csapture to prevent
their future use by the enamw should the position be re-
taken.

i2. In an alrborne operation, communications must be
provided between ground treoeps snd gllider pllots.

13. In an airborne operation the continusl defense of

the landing zone must be considered if a bulld-up by alr
is contemplated.
| 14, Alrborne units rmmst be trained to recognize that
isolation 1s a normal battlefield condition, and that they

must be ready to attsck or defend in any direction,




