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THE OPERATIONS OF mE 1ST PLATOON, 00, 1, 164TH INFANTRY (!MERICAL DIT,) 

EAST OF HE!fDDSOlf FIELD, 4-12 JIOTEIIBBR, 194.2 
(IOLI EOilf'r OJl'P'ENSIVE) 

(Pereonal experience of a-Platoon Leader) 

Ill'1'JtO MOTlO• 

This aonogtaph co•,ere the operatJ.on of the ·11.rai. Platoon, Company F, 

164th Infantry, Amerioal Division, in the ottasive age.inai. 1.be Japan••• 

at Jl:oli Point on Guaclaloanal. Thi• covers 1.he arch from Henderaon Field 

perimJt.er to the encircl-t of the Japaneae forces ea.et of the Met.apona 

River, from the 5th to the 11th of November, 1942, 

In order to give the reader a clear picture of the aiii:uation, it ia 

neceaaary to give an accOUJ1t of the eveni.s leading up to the offensive de­

scribed in this monograph, 

The lit Marine Division, reinforced, consilt.ing of it.a own unite, and 

the 164th Infantry (Arm.,), attached, waa in a precarioua situation. It 

was neceBBery to bold Henderson Field at all co1ta, at. the - time, With 

limited force■, to try to knock out Japane1e detachments on the ialana be­

fore tb.e:,- grew too overwhelming in l1Wllbers, mul to keep the Japanese out 

of arUllery range of Henderson Field, 

The lat Marine Diviaion bad been reduced in at.rengtb beoauae tb.ey 

had been on Guadalcanal ainoe 6 Augwst, 1942, and casualtie1 8.111.d disease 

bad taken their toll, 

Air suppert was available troa Hendereon Pield, but wae 1oaewbat. 

hindered due to the fact the Japanese Navy frequently ehelled the air­

field at night and their airforce consiat.antl:,- bombed during the day, 

Our lfavy was uot of suft:l.cient strength to keep a force pa~olling 

the waters around Guadalcanal, so the Japanese were able to land t.roope 

quite regularly, however uot. in force, 

The Japanese Sendai Divieion bad landed to the West. of the perilliter 

defense on 15 October. Thi• force had been partially abattered in their 

attack of our position• between 2}-26 October. '!'Ile remnant.a of thh 
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force were etill at large. (1) 

The Marines had ■tarted an offensive to the west of the perimi.ter 

defenae on 1 November, but no 11ooner had this offensive begun when the 

Japaneee began l11nding troop■ to the east of our parimit.er defense. The 

American forcea were bard pressed to cope with t.hia dt\18.tion • .la an 

illuatration, while balding the lines of the parimiter the Diviaion only 

bad a skeleton Battalion in reaerve. 

On 1 November the 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines, had been ■ent out 

eaat of the Metapona liver to met any Japaneae troops that llight land 

there. The Japanese troops dicl l&.D.cl there as had been expected on t.he 

night of 2 November. nte to failure in coJaUDioationa, the 2nd Batta­

lion, 7th Marines, waa unable to inform Division Headquarters of tbia 

enemy landing. To escape a Japanese encircling llll)Velllent, the 2nd Batta- • 

lion, 7th Marines, withdrew to the west of the Jfalimbu River. (2) 

The afternoon of ;S November, word came through at Division Read.­

quarters of the enemy landing to the ea.at. (;5) 

The lat Battalion, 7th Ma.rinse, was sent out the aftel'IIOon of the 

;S November to reinforce the 2nd Battalion. (4) 

Dile to the poaeibility t.hat the en~ force which bad landed the 

n.ight of 2 November wa■ the forermmer of a moh larger force, the 2nd 

and ;5rd Battalione of the 164th Infantry were ordered out to meet ·the 

threat. 

GliDGJIAPliIOAL FEATURES 

Guadalcanal, an island, one of the aouthenmoet 11f the Solomon 

group, ia approximately 100 ml.lea long and ,0 llilea Wide, It ba1 three 

di1tinct muntain ranges running tllrough the center which diminish to 

plains along the ooa.at. The JIOrthern coaat waa of great.eat 111111-t.ary ia-• 
portanoe beoauae it.a broad, flat plain• were suitable for a.irfield1. 

(1) A-1, P• 161; (2) A-1, P• 195J (;5) A-1, p. 197; (4) A-1, P• 198, 
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The broad flat plain■ oonsieted of open grassy areaa, called aa­

banaa, interspereed through the jungle. The jungle generally- extended 

aome distance on either aide of the 11Wllb.eroua streama which flowed out 

of the 1110untains into t.he sea. 

The action described in thia 1110D.Ograph operated over t.errain which 

was flat ant intersper•ed With jungle and open areas with ahoulder-bigh 
... 
graaa, called lamai graaa. 

There were no roads or bridgea. The river• ware generally fordable 

for troopa hut. not hr vehicles without conliderable improvement due to 

the high steep banks, 

H)VEMl!ffl' FROM HENDERSON PIELD TO THE ASSEMBLY AREA 

At 0720, 4November, 1942, the 164th Inf'u.try, leas the lat Batta­

lion, moved out :f'rom their defenae poaitione around Henderson Pield. 

The formation of the regiment (leas the lat. Battalion), waa column 

of battalion, in the following order, 2nd Battalion, Regimental Head­

quarter■, ,rd Battalion, and Anti-tank Campany. The Service Company was 

to follew by- a different route with vehicles they were able to get t.hrough. 

Baeh man carried hie one days rat.ion aa the COllpllll.J' ld.tchea.■ remained 

at Henderson Field in a regi-tal pool. Bach Jll8J!l carried a nonnal load ot 

a111D11nit.ion, a combat pa.ck, and gas •Bk• 

F Company, 2nd Battalion, hrniahed the advanced guard tor the Regi­

ment while G Co11pany furnished the flank protection tor the regillle!l.t, The 

let Platoon of J.i' OOlll.pany, of imich I was Platoon Leader, was the lsading 

The tor..tion ot my platoon was col11111n ef twos, With aeouts well 

forward where the terrain permitted. 

A sargeant :f'rom the Regimental Intelligeno• Sect.ion, who waa famil­

iar with the terrain, served aa gw.de and was with me in the leading ele­

ment.a of the platoon. We used aerial photos which had been taken recently 

and which were very accurate. The .. :route took ua over terrain which avoided 

(5) 
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the pa.t.ohee of jungle as 111\lOh as possible, but quite oft.en it was nece­

H&ry" to use a.chett.e lmiYH to break a path through the hea'f'1 undergrovt.h, 

As we lliOYed up to our aeeembly area, the Na'f'1 at.anding offshore to 

our laf't. flflllk, was shelling the new J'apa.neae beach.head. We had not lleen 

informed that this was going to t.ake place ,md before we found out the 

aource we were a bit auapicioue of who wae bei.Jl.g shelled, Thie was the 

first otteneiYe action WT men, as well ae the whole regiment, had taken 

part in, Most. of the troops bad withatood several attacks while on tlH 

defense, but thia was a new experience. Considering that this waa their 

first offensiYe action, WT men P119hed forward quickly md the regiment 

had J10 mmeceeaary delays. 

Tbe mYement to the regiuntal assembly area progra■ sed without in­

cident. We had a abort halt in the assembly area while the regimental 

colwm closed in, and more •-1tion was issued. • Tile area was a large . 

groYe or pa.tcb of jungle which offered excellent coyer and coneealmn.t 

for the entire regiment. 

,PVEMENT AIDNG LEFT BAMlt OF THE MALIMBU RIVER 
AND RE'?URM TO ASSEMBLY AREA. 

The 2nd Battalion was then ordered out to contact the 7th Marines 

who were in position at the muth of the Ma.limbu River. 

The 2nd Battalion 1110ved east from the assembly area to the Malilllbu 

ll.iTer, and followed the left bBll.k of t.he riTer to the north, On this 

11.ia■ion we encountered Tery heavy jungle and a t.rail had to be broken 

most of the way. As a reault progreaa was very slow. 

F Company wast.he leading ele!Ullt. oft.he 2nd Bat.talion and t.he lat. 

Piatoon wast.he. leading element of F Company. 

My l)latoon opened a t.rail wide enough for a aingle file and. t.he 

troops that. followed widened the t.rail t.c pel'lllit a colwm cf two, I kept 

WT Browning Autoatic RiflSlllen forward to cover those who were opening 

t.he t.rail. 

We encount.ered a four-nan Japanese patrol equipped with rifles and 

(6) 



One -.chine gm, moving acrou our line of' advance. We agaged them in 

a fire fight. and killed one; the other three disappeared in the den.■e 

undergrowth and evidently- escaped back acroea the river. We pi.hed on. 

and by- Bight.fall no contact had been made with the 7th Marines. The 

battalion waa ordered to halt and set up a psrl-ter def'enae on the left 

bank of' the river. A patrol wea sent out from the 2nd Platoon of' P' Com­

pany- to make contact witb the Jrarinea. 'l'b.e patrol did cent.act the Mar­

ine■ and reported back to the defense area, 

Our def'enae position■ consisted of' slit trenches, aa we had not met 

with the enew in strengt.b. and we were w move on the f'oll•wing morning. 

Shift.a were designated so that the lllllll could &ltematel1 sleep and keep 

on tbs alert. No 81181111' activity- took place during the Bight, 

The morning of' the 5 November, due to change• in plan, the 2nd 

Battalion wee ordered back to the &Hambly- area. The battalien _,ved 

back b1 the same route, _but in inverse order, so P' Company- :f'umished rear 

guard protect.ion :for the battalion. No ene.,- oontaet was muie on the 

marck back to the aaaembly- area. 

At the assembly area we were resupplied with •-1tion, rations, 

and water. Up to tbia time we llad been carrying our gas masks and found 

that they hindered considerably in moving through the jungle, ao we were 

ordered to drop them in a regimental dump. 

M>RMENT F:R:>M THE ASSEMBLY AREl TO THE BEA.OH 
ON THE EAST SIDE OF MALIMBtr RIVER 

Our stay in the regimental &Hambly area wea very- abort. Aa aoon 

aa our reaupply- had been accomplished we were ordered to move out.. Thia 

time we moved ea1t from the aaeembly area and acroae the Malia.bu River. 

The jrd Battalion, which had remained in the aeaellltly- ares the day before, 

preceded the 2nd Battalion acroea the river and bad begun moving north 

along the east bank of' the Mali_mbu River. 

The 2nd Bat.talion. croaeed the Malimbu River and swung out beyond the 

5rd Battalion about 1000 yards. Thia manuever caused a break bet.ween the 

(7) 
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2nd. and. }rd. Battalions and no contact waa made between the two battalion■ 

during the mov■mat to the beach. 

I believe it ie wall to mention here the tact that the lfalimbu 

Rivar we crossed was not fordable tor vehicles due to the ■teep nigh banks. 

'l'his m.de it necessary to hand-carry all supplie■ and equipment required 

tor this movement. Other el-te to consider wae the intense heat ud 

the problem of water resupply. Also, the physical condition of the men 

was begirming to abow the resulta ot inactivity back at Hendaraon Field 

wllile on the defense. 

'l'be formation ot the 2nd Battalion in its movement to the beach was 

column of companies in line, With about 250 yard.a betnen companies. G Com­

pany waa on the left, F OompaDT in the center, E Oompuy on the right, and 

H Company following With Battalion Headquarters. 

'l'be lat Platoon was the leading element of F Company; we moved in 

colU11111 ot twos. We m.inta.ined direction by compass on a given azmu.th. 

The first terrain we encountered. in our movement north was open, tlat 

terrain covered With shoulder-high kuns.i graaa. No enelllil' contact was 

made while moving through the open area. 

By nightfall we were entering a dense patch of jungle. I entered 

the jungle with my platoon and had moved in about 5() yards when a machine 

gun begari firing to the lai't. tlank, and several band grenades landed close 
• 

to our area. I sent a squad to the left to locate the eource of this tire 

and to eliminate it. The squad, coming in on the left, surpriaed two Jap­

anese sentries in a thatched lean-to and killed them. This squad then con­

tacted G Company on the laf't. and learned that the enemy machine gun we.a ta 

their area. The ■quad rejoined the platoon. We auff'ered no casualties in 

this engagement. 

We were then ordered to Withdraw from the jungls area and set up a 

periD1Bter detenae 200 yards back from the jungle and on a slight rise in 

ground. We were ordered to atay there for the night and to prepare our 

(8) 
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posit.ions. We had a quiet. night. wi t.h no enemy- act.hi t.y. 

The morning of 6 November we again ent.ered t.he jungle wit.h t.he Com­

pany in column of plat.oone in line. The let. Plat.oon formed t.he left flank 

of F Company and was in cont.act. wit.II G Company t.o t.he left. We had mved 

int.e t.he jungle approx:1-t.ely 50 yarda when t.he enemy -ohine gun in G Oom­

panye sect.or began firing. G Company suffered} caaualt.ies by t.hie gun but. 

managed t.o knock it. out, and t.he advance was continued. Evidently t.his had 

been another Japanese ou.tpost. of 8 or 9 men, for during t.he rest. of our 

movement. t.hrou.gh this jungle, we were pest.ered by inacurat.e sniper fire and 

our t.elephone linee were being cut t.hrougbout. t.he day. One enlist.ad ~ 

from Batt.alion Oommmrl.cat.ion Sect.ion -s killed t.hat. day att.empting t.o re­

pair ·t.he .lines. 

We moved through the pat.ch of jungle wit.bout. any further Japanese 

resistance other t.han t.he inaoQurat.e random firing oft.he Japanese who had 

got.t.en around behind us. When we reached t.he far eide oft.he jungle we 

were ordered t.o halt. our advance due t.o failure in t.elephone co1111111mioations. 

Radios had been ordered silenced for t.bia movement.. 

It. is well t.o ment.ion here t.hat. t.he wat.er supply oft.he men was 

get.t.ing very low because we had not. received a fresh supply since t.he 

morning of t.he 5t.h, and our line of ail.vanes had not croeeed any st.reams 

in which we could have filled our canteen■ and purified it.. When per­

miaeion was granted, we sent. vat.er pat.rola t.o t.he Malimbu RiYer on our 

left t.o replenish our supply. Iodine was uaed t.o purify t.he wat.er. 

llllring t.his halt. we t.ook up a defensive posit.ion and the men re­

ceived a good reat.. 

At. 0,00 on 7 NoYeraber, t.he 2nd Bat.t.alion receiyed ordera t.o move. 

We moved out. across t.he open t.errain t.o t.he nort.h.t.oward the beach. Tb.a 

format.ion of the Bat.talion moving out. was column of companies, with F OOm­

pany leading. The night. was very dark ao it. was necessary to move in 

closed column in erder t.o keep cont.act.. Anot.her thing that -de the 

(9) 
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1110vement difficult was the deep craters blown in this area by our Navy'a 

shelling. We moved through thie area Without engagement with the en8111Y• 

Before reaching the beach we had to pas, through another patch of 

• undergrowth and coconut treea. Two platoons were ordered to precede "the 

battalion and reconnoiter the area to the bee.ob. 'fbe lat Platoon, F Com­

pany, and a platoon from E Company, were selected. 

~ 
We were given an azimrl.h to -1.ntain our direction. and we moved out. 

Visibility was impossible among the tree■ so again it was necessary to 

move in closed colll!lll1 in order to -intain oontact. As we were about to 

enter the beach area, two maobine guns began firing at ua and we ordered 

our men to disperse. A.a soon as the guns opened fire we reoognized tbam 

to be our own by their cycic rate and sound, so we began shouting the 

password for the de.y. During a lull, while the two guns failed to f'lmction, 

we managed to identify ourselves, and the 2nd Battalion pasaed through the 

,rd Battalion defenae positions. 

Oaaual"tiea suffered by the lat Platoon during this incident ware 

one killed and three wounded.. 

MJVEMENT EAST ACROSS THE ME'fAR>NA RIVER 
TO CWSE THE BOX AROUND JAPANESE 

The balance of tbia monograph ie not a peraonal experience, but ie 

baaed on intormation received from other sources. 

During the day of 7 November, F Company waa occupied with reorgan­

ization and resupply. (5) 

It is necesaary to mention here the general picture of all the unite 

in thia area up to the 1110rning of the 8 November. 

On the night of 7 November, the 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines, With 

E Company,. 164th Infantry (Arm,r), IIIOVed to a point 2500 yards ea.at of the 

Metapona River and established a defense extending south from the beach 

about 1000 yards. The same night, the lat Battalion, 7t.h Marines, moved 

(5) Statement, Captain Barker, F Company COIIIIIIBJlder. 

(10) 
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east. to the Mstapona RiTer and prepared dei'en■se ext.ending eouth.1'ro11. t.he 

beaob along t.he riTer. (6) 

The 2nd Battalion, 164th Ini'ant.ry (lesa B Company) IIIOTed ea1t 

tollewing the lat. Bat.talion, 7th Marinsa, and biTouaced in rear 01' their 

dei'enee poli t.iona t.bat. night. Tbesa IIIOTement.a had then i'ormed a three­

■ided box, considering the beach aa one aide, with t.he Japanese i'orcea 

inaide. (7) 

The mornin~ 01' 8 NoT8111ber, the 2nd Batt.a.lion, 164th Ini'antry, m.oved 

south and took up dei'enaive positions on the right. flank of the lat Batta.­

lion, 7th Marinea. (8) 

The morning ot 9 November, the 2nd Battalion, 164th Infantry, wit.h 

F Co111pe.ny in the lead, began their encircling lll01'ement to cloae the i'ourth 

aide o1' the box, and to gain contact with the 2nd Batt.a.lion, 7th l(e.rinea. (9) 

F COlllpany waa appron-.tely 1000 yarda 1hort oi' their mission vha 

they encountered the Japanese :f'oroea att-pt.ing to eaeape the trap. Thia 

11.aeting engagement lasted a.bout i'our houra, with the Japanese i'orcea mak­

ing repeated attempt.a to break out. Just llei'ore darkness their attempt.a 

to break out ceased, The 2nd Bat.talion, 164th Ini'a.ntry, then withdraw to 

the positions they bad lei't that morning. (10) 

The morning ot 10 NOYember, the 21:id Battalion, 164th Inf'antry, 11.0Ted 

back through the eame area. they bad covered on the 9th, and -.de contact 

with the 2nd Bat.talion, 7th Marinea, without ene111,1 action. The 2i:ul Batta­

lion re-.ined in tbia position while el811.8nta oi' t.he Marine battalions 

mopped.up the re-.ining Japanese toroaa in the area., (11) 

At 15()0, 11 November, the operation was coapleted and the 2nd Batta­

lion, 164th Inf'a.ntry, mwd vest to a position a.cross the Msta.pou itiyer. (12) 

The morning ot the 12 NOTember, F Company receiYed their tir■t hot 

meal since leaYing the Henderson.Field dei'enae area.. (1;) 

( 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12) Sta.tem,mt, Ca.pt.a.in Barker, F Company Commander, 

(11) 
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F Company aocounted tor approximately 175 Japanese killed tor the 

entire operation. (14) 

F Oompany'a losaea were} killed and 14 wounded tor the entire 

operation. (15) 

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISMS 

Thia monograph covers the first offensive action of a unit in com­

bat. Thia -• not a large scale offensive, but illustrated veey clearly 

to the leader■ and the individual soldier, the many probleu that had to 

be coped With, and what reorganization waa neoeBBaey to llllke them an' 

affective fighting un1t. 

The individual soldier shewed aggres.sivenaes and willingneaa t.o 

close With the enemy-. He kept; moving forward evan though terrain and 

conditiona ware difficult.. 

The higher Unit Commanders, I believe, 1bowed indications of he11-

t.ancy to keep mving forward, as a re1ult uimeceaaary caaualtiea and 

hardahipe were suffered by the troops. 

LESSONS 

Some of' the lessons to be learned from this action are: 

1. 

2. 

5. 

6. 

(14, 15) 

Complete surprise is vital to a successful attack. 
~.,.,~~'- ,.,-,.-,.,¥,_-,:,;;,,';';,l.o;~,•-wa•,u,.,."";~Wl\:\'>t~·•~ 

contest, rl;t,h adjuent units is neceeaw in a coordinated 
moYement. ar ~"~---~ 

~-=-!-~,~~!:.:,.!J-~~!;;,-7~:~~!.~n!-!~--'~~~n•~,~~.,\lgbt9C:.~1\J!,.~.-~Cl~~~!,• 

Infol'!,,tUll tsQ ot Jll)JMW!il!!, Rl e!:ber ppj Y,MJ. .:li~!t,.!M"~,! ... 

~Ulld once J:!ned sho~~~ :,o:_ be given up if terrain and 
J)Osilion !e voribfl. · ~~ ... ~---.-= 

Water discipline is essential, especially in bot climatea 
and··a1:tf'fl'(ft"lt"fllil I • ,.,.,.,~ ••• 

Statement, Captain Barker, F Company o-nder. 
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