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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 13T PLATOON, 0O0. ¥, 16ATH INFANTRY (AMERICAL DIV.)
EAST OF HENDERSON FIELD, 4-12 NOVEMBER, 1942
- {¥OLI POINT OFFENSIVE)
(Peraonal experience of a Platoon Leader)
INTRO DUCTION

This monograph covers the operation of the First Platoonm, Gouplnjr 7,
164th Infantry, Americalbiviaien, in the offensive ageinet the Japanese
_at Koli Point on Guadaloanal. This covers the march from Henderson Fleld
perimjter to the encirclement of the Japenese forces eest of the Metapona
River, from the 5£h to the 1lth of November, 1942,

In order to give the reader a clear picture of the sitmation, it is
‘necessary to g':l.-ve en account of the evente leading up to the offensive de-
seribed in this monograph.

| The lat Marine Division, rei;aforoed, songieting of ite owm units, and
the 164th Infantry (Army), sttached, ﬁa in a precarious situstion. It
wag necessary to hold Henderson Meld a2t all costs, at the same time, with
limited foreces, to try to knock out Jepenose detachments on the island be-
fore they grew too overwhelming in numbers, snd to keep the Japanese out
of ertillery range of Henderson Field.

The lst Marine Divieion had been reduced in strength because they
ked been on Guadalcanal gince 8 August, 1942, and capusltios and disease
had taken their toll.

| Air suppori was availshle from Hendor.uon Field, but wse somewhat
hindered dus to the fact the Japanese Ka;vy frequently shelled the air-
field at night and their ajirforce consiastantly bombed during the dey.

Cur Navy was not of sufficient strength to keep a foree patrolling
the waters around Guadsleanal, so the Japaneas were able to land troope
quite regularly, however not in force.

The Japanese Sendal Divielon hed landed to the Weast of the parimiter'
defenae on 15 October. This force had been partislly shattered in'thoir
attack of our positions between 25-268 Octohef. The remmants of thia
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force were still at large. (1)

The Marinee had started an offensive to the west of the perimiter
defense on 1 Kavemhar, but no modner had this offensive begun when the
Japanese began landing troops to the east of our perimiter defemss. The
Amorican forces were hard pressed to cope with this situation. As an
illustration, vhiio holding the lines of the perimiter th§ Bivieion only
had a skeleton Batﬁalion in reserve.

On 1 November the 2nd Battalien, 7th Marines, had been sent out
eagt of the Metapona River to meet any Japenese troops that might land
there. The Japanege troope did land there as had been expected on the
night of 2 November. Due to failure in commmications, the 2nd Batita-
lion, 7th Marines, was umable to inform Division Headquerters of this
enemy landing. To escape & Japenese encircling movement, the 2nd Batta-
lion, 7th Marines, withdrew to the west of the Malimbu River. (2)

The efternoon of 3 November, word came through at Divielon Hesd-
quartere of the enemy landing to the eszst. (3)

The let Battalion, 7th Marines, was ﬁent out the afternoon of the
5 November to reinforce the 2nd Battalion. (4) |

Due to0 the pomsibility that the enemy force which had landed the
night of 2 November was the forerunner of a mush larger force, the 2nd
and 3rd Battaliones of the 164th Infantry were ordered out to meet the
threat.

GEQOGRAFHICAL FEATURES

Guadalcanal, an island, one of the southermmost of the Sslomon
group, is apérozimately 100 miles long and 30 miles wide. It has three
dl-ginct nnuntaih ranges rﬁnning through the center which diminish to
plains along the coast. The northern ecast was of greatest mllitary im.

portance because its broad, flat plains were suitable for sirfields.
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The broed flat plains consisited of open grassy areas, celled sa-
banas, interspersed through the jungle. The jungle generally extended
some distance on either side of the numberous streams which flowed out
of the mountainas inte the sea.

The action.dosuribed in this monograph operated over terrain which
wes flat and interspereed with jungle and open aress with shoulder-high

ggraas, called kunai greass.

There were no roads or bridges. The rivers were generally fordsble
for troops but not for vehicles wi@hout considerable tuprdvemsnt due to
the high steep banks. |

MOVEMENT FEOM HENDERSON FIELD T0 THE ASSEMBLY AREA

At 0720, 4 November, 1942, the 164th Infantry, lese the lst Batta-
lion, moved out from their defemse poeitions around Henderson Field.

The formation of the regiment (ieaa the let Battalion), was columm
of battalions in the following order: 2nd Battalion, Regimental Head-
quarters, Jrd Battalion, and Anti-tank Company. The Service Qompany waa
to follew by & different route with vehicles they wefe able to get through.

Each man cerried his one days ration as the company kitchens remained
et Henderson Field in a regimental pool. Eech man carried a normel load of
apmmnition, a combat peck, and gas mesk. | ‘

F Compeny, 2nd Battalion, furnished the advanced guard for the Regi~
ment while G Compeny furnished the flank protection for the regiment. The
lst Flatoon of F Company, of which I was Platoon Leader, was the leading
element of the regiment.

The formation of my platoon wes column ef twos, with seouts well
forvard where the terrain permitied.

A sargeant from the Regimental Intelligence Section, who wasg famil-
iar‘uith theitarrain, served as guide and wes with me in the leading ele-~
ments of the platoon. We uged aeriel photos which had been taken recently

and which were very accurate, The foute took us over terrain which avoided
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the patehes of jungle as much as poseible, but quite often it was nece-
gsary to use machette imives to break a path .throﬁgh the heavy undergrowth.

Aer we moved up to om; assenbly area, the Navy standing offshore to
our left ﬂank, wa.g shelling the new Japanese beachhead. We had nbt. been
informed that this wae going to take place and before we found out the
source we were a bit suspicious of who was being shelled, This was the
firs‘t, offensive action By men, as well ae the whole regiment, ha.d taken
part in. Most of the troops had withsiood several attacke while on the
defense, but this was a new experience. Considering that this was their
first offensive amction, my men pushed forward quickly and the regiment
hed no wmecessary delays. | |

Tno‘mveaemt ‘t0 the regimental assembly area progressed without in
cident. We had a short halt in the assembly erea while the regimental
‘colum closed in, and more emmmition was issued. The ares wsa a large _
grove or petch of jungle which offered excellent cover and eonceslment

for the entire regiment.

- MOVEMENT AIONG LEFT BANK OF THE MALIMBU RIVER

- AND RETURN TO ASSEMBLY AREA
The 2nd Battalion was then ﬁrdored out to contact the Tth Marines
¥who were in position at the mouth of the Malimbu River.

' The 2nd Battalion moved esst from the ageembly area to the Malimbu
River, and followed the left bank of the river to the north. On this
mipeion wo encountered very heavy jungle and a trail had to be broken
mogt of the way. As a result progress wes very slow.

F Company was the leading element of the 2nd Battalion snd the lst
Platoon was the leading element of F Compeny.

My platoon opened a trail wide enough for s single file and the
troops thet followed widened the trail to permit & columm of two. I kept
ny Browning Automatic Riflemen forward to cover those who were opening
the trail.

We encountered s four-man Japanese patrol equipped with rifles and
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one mechine gun, moving aeross our line of advance. We engaged them in
8 fire fight and killed one; the other three dissppeared in the dense
undergrowth and evidently escaped back aeross the river. We pushed on
and by nightfall no contast had been made with the 7th Marines. The
battalion was ordered to halt{ and set up a perimeter defemee on the left
bank of the river. A patrel was sent out from the 2nd Platoon of F Com-
pany ta‘ make contact with the Marines. The patrol did centact the Mar-
ines and reported back to the defense ares. .

Ou;' defense positién: consisted of slit trenches, ae we had not met
with the enemy in strength and we wsre to move on the' roliwing morning.
Shifte were designated so that the men could alternately slesp and keep
on the a;ert. No enemy ectivity took plece during the night.

_ The morning of the 5 November, due to changes in plan, the 2nd
Battalion was ordered .haek to the nssembly area. The battalion moved
back by the same routs, but in inverse erder, so F Company furnished rear
guard protection for the battalion. No enemy contact wae made on the
marck back to the aaseﬁbly ares.

At the assembly al-'ee. We wore resupplied with smmunition, rations,
end water. Up)to this time we had been carrying our ges masks and found
that they hindered ecmsiderabiy. in moving through the jungle, so we were
ordered to drop them in a regimental dump.

MOVEMENT FROM THE ASSEMBLY AREA 70 THE BEAOH
OF THE EAST SIDE OF MALIMBU RIVER

Our stay in the regimentsal ageembly area was very short. As soon

ag our resupply had been a.ccompliahed we wers ordered to move out. Thie
time we moved east from the auﬁmbly area and aeross the Malimbu River.
The Zrd Battalion, whieh hkad remained in the assembly ares the day befare,
preceded the 2nd Battalion scroes the river and had begun moving north
slong the east bank of the Malimbu River.

The 2nd Battalion crossed the Malimbu River and esung out beyond the

5rd Battalion about 1000 yards. Thie manuever caused a break between the
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2nd and 3rd Battalions and no Sontact was mede bstween the two battalions
duriang the ﬁavemant 40 the beach.

I believe it is well to mention here the feeot that the Malimbu
River we crossed was not fordable fbr vehiclea due to the ateep high banks.
Thie mmde it necessary to hand-carry all supplies and equipment raquirqd
for this movement. Other oldmentn t¢ consider was the intense heat and
the problem of water resupply. Also, the phyeical condition of the men
was beginning to show the resulte of inactiviiy back at Henderson Field
while on the defense.

The formation of the 2nd Battalion in its movement to the beach was
colum of compenies in line, with about 250 yards between compenies. G Com-
pany wae on the left, F Company in the eenter, E Company on the right, and
H Company following with Battalion Hoadquartéra.

The let Flatoon was the leeding slemeni of F Company; we moved in
column of twos. We maintained direction by compess on a given szmath.

The first terrain we encountered in our mpvemént north was open, flat
- terrain covered with shoulder-high kumai graae.‘ No ememy contact was
.made while moving through the opemn area. |

By nightfall we were entering a dense patch of jungle. I entered
the jungle with my platoon and had moved in about 50 yards when a mechine
5nn'begnn firing to the left flank, and several hand grenades landed close
to our area. I sent a squad to the left to locste éha source of this fire
and 1o eliminate it. The aquad, coming in on the left, surprised two Jap-
anese gentries in a.thatchod lean=to and killed them. This squad then con-
tacted G Company on the left and learned that the enemy machine gun was inm
their area. The squad rejoined the platoon. We suffered no casualiies in
thia engagomant;

We were then ordered to withdraw from the jungle area and set up &
perimeter defense 200 yards back from the jungle and on a slight riee in

ground. We were ordered to stey there for the night and to prepars our
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poaitions. We had s quiet night with no enemy aetivity.

The morning of & Novemher we sgain entered the jungle with the Qom-
pany in colqmn of platoone in line. The lat Platoon formed the left flank
of F Company and wae in contact with G Company to the left. We had mqved
into the jungle approximately 50 yards when the enemy machine gun in G Oom~ -
panys sector bagan.firing. & Gompany suffered > cssualtises by thie gun but
managed to knock it out, and the advance was continued. BREvidently this had
been another Japanese outpoat of 8 or 9 men, for during {the rest of our
wovement through this jungle, we were pestered by inacurate esniper fire and
our telephone lines were being cut throughout the day. One enlisted man
from Battalion Commmication Section was killed that day attempting to re-
peir ‘the lines. | .

We moved through the patch of jungle without any further Japaneses
registance otﬁar than the inacourate random firing of the Japaneese who had
gotten around behind ua. When we reached the far side of the jungle we
wére orderéd to halt our advance due to fallure in-tolaphone commmnications.
Radios had been ordered silenced for this movement.

It ie well to mention here that the water supply of the men was
getting very low because we had not received a fresh sup§ly since the
morning of the 5th, and our line of advance had not crossed any streams
in which we could have filled our canteens and purified it. When per-
migelon was granted, we sent water patrols 4o the Malimbu Bivér on our
left to replenish our supply. Iodine was uged to purify the water.

During this halt we took up a defensive position and the men re-~
ceived a2 good rest.

At 0300 on 7 November, the 2nd Batialion received 6rders to move.

We moved out asross the open terrain to the north toward the beach. The
formatlon of the Batialion moving out was colwm of companies, with F Com~
pany leading. The night was very dark go it was necessary 4o wove in

¢loged column in erder to keep contaet. Another thing that made the
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movement difficult wae the deep eraters blown in this area by our Kavy's
shelling. We moved tthugh thia ares without ehéagamont with the enemy.

Before reaching the beach we had to pass through emother patch of
'u.ndergrowth end coconut ireeas. Two platoopa wefe ordered to precede the
battalion and reconﬁoiter the area to the beach. The let Flatoon, F Com-
peny, and & plateon from E Company, were eslected.

Ve were given an agmrbh to maintein our direction and we moved out.
Vieibility wes impossible among the trees so again it was necessery to
‘move in olosed column in order to meintein contact. As we wére Ahont to
eﬁtsr the beach area, two mashine guns began firing at us and we ordered
our men to dieperase. As goon 28 the guns opened fire we recognized them
'i'.o be our own by their eyecic rais and sound, zo we began shouting the
paeeword for the dey. During e lull, while the two guns fsiled to fumetion,
we mimgod to identify ouraelvea, ;.nd the 2nd Battalion passed through the
rd Bettelion defense positions. |

Casunlties suffered by the 1st Platoen during thie incident were
one killed and three wounded.

MOVEMENT BAST ACROSS THE METAFONA RIVER
IO CLOSE THE BOX AROUND JAPANESE

The balance of this monograph is not a pars'onal experience, but is
based on information reaaived_-froﬁ other eources. 7_

Duaring the day of 7 November, F Company was occupled with reorgan-
ization and resupply. (5)

It ie necegeary to mention here the gqncrél pleture 6:‘ all the units
in this area up to the morning of the 8 November.

Un the night of 7 Nevember, the 2nd Bettalion, Tth Marinee, with
E Compeny, 164th Infantry (Army), moved to a point 2500 yards east of the
Metapone River and established a defense extending south from the beach

sbout 1000 yarde. The same night, the lat Battalion, 7th Marines, moved
(5) Statement, Gaptaiﬁ Barker, F Company Gomﬁder.
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~ eagt to the Hetapann. River and prepared defennes eitmding south from the
beach elong the river. (6)

The 2nd Battalion, 164th Infantiry (less E.cempany) moved east
follewing the let Battalion, 7th Marines, and bivousced in rear of their
defonee positione that night. These movemente had then formed a three-
pided box, considering the beach as ome zide, with the Japanese forces
ineide. (7) |

The morning of 8 November, the 2nd Battelion, 164th Infantry, moved
eouth and tock up defensive positions on the right flank of the lat Batta- |
lion, Tth Marinea. (8)

The morning of 9 November, the 2nd Battalion, 154th Infentry, with
F Company in the lead, begen their encircliﬁg movement 4o close the fourth
side of the box, end to gain contact with the 2nd Battalion, Tth Marines. (9)

F Company was approximately 1000 yarde short of tﬁeir migsion when _
they encduntered the Japanese forces attempting to eacape the trap. Thie
moating eﬁgagemant lasted about four hours, with the Japanese forces mek-
iﬁg reapeated attempts to break éut. J'uaﬁ before darkness their attemptia
to break out cessed. The 2nd Battalion, 164th Infantry, then withdrew %0
the .positiona they had left that morning. (10)

~ The morning of 10 November, the 2nd Battalion, 164th Infantry, moved
bacl through the same area they had oﬁverod on the 9th, and made contact
with the 2nd Battalion, Tth Marines, ﬁithout eneny astion. The 2nd Batte-
lion remained in thie position while elements of the Marine battalions
mopped up the remining Japanese forces in the aree. (11)

At 1500, 11 November, the operation wes completed end the 2nd Batte-
lion, 164th Infantry, moved west to a position 2eross the Metapona River. (12)

The morning of the 12 November, F Qompany received their first hot

meal since leaving the Henderson Field defense aresa. (13)
(6 7, 8 9, 10, 11, 12) Statement, Captain Barker, F Company Commander.
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F Compeny ascounted for approximately 175 Jepanese killed for the
entire operation. (14) |

F Company's lcsses were 3 killed and 14 wounded for the entire
operation. (15)

o ANALYSIS .ﬁﬁD CRITICISMS

Thie monograph covers the first offensive action of a unit in eom-
bat. This was not a large seanle offensive, but illustrated very clearly
to the leaders and tha,inditidml-sold;ier, the vm.ny problems that had to
be coped with, and what reorganization was necessary to make them an'
offective Pighting unit.

The individual soldler shewed aggressiveness and willingness to
close with the snemy. He kept moving forward even though terrsin and
conditions were difficult. |

The higher Unit Commmniders, IV believe, showed indications of hesi-
tancy to keep moving forwerd, as a result unnecegsary casualties s.nl‘l
hardphipe were suffered by the troops. | |

| LESSONS

Some of the lessons to be learned from this action are:

l. Complets aurpriae is vital 10 a succeseful attack.

PR e T e R G L, SR T U T

- 3. Gwmﬁmu&%ts ia necusmy in a eocordinated

movement .

4., When contact with the enemy is %gmd de not, ;oose that contact..

A P B T BT T N S T e

2. Inform unit.s of moyements R the area,

6. once %ned should not be g:l.ven up if terrain and
ai on 1s ——

7+ Water discipline ies essential, especially in hot climates
and” T TETEETY verwrndapponms™ _

(14, 15) Statement, Captein Barker, F Compeny Commander .

(12)



