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*.* ^-^jafato. following«*is-«v-treatise CB-tk«-0pepat&@xia &f the 3d,Battalion* . 

152d Infantry, 58th US Infantry Division, in Zig Zag Pass, northern 

Bataan, 29 January - 14 Fobruary 1945, following an amphibious landing on 

the Zambalcs coast of western Luzon, Philippine Islands, 

Although the 3d Battalion had been overseas for over a year prior 

to this action, this was to mark their first large scale operation against 

the enemy• The battalion landed in Hawaii in January 1944 and spent six 

months in Manning the perimeter of the island of Oohu. During interim 

periods hero all personnel attended strenuous courses at a Jungle Train­

ing" Center "and spent ""loflg hourtr xn- basic arid-advanced amphibious warfare •-

exercises* Units, down to and including companies, sent officers and 

HCOs to Transport Quartermaster Schools, where they learned the intric-

aoies involved in combat loading of assault ships• (1) 

In July of that year the unit sailed to Hew Guinea, landing at Oro 

Bay, where they were to spend most of their time loading and unloading 

ships, v.hilc here, however, intelligence personnel were given the ad­

vantage of ideal jungle conditions and received valuable experience in 

long range patrolling under the supervision of Australian instructors• 

Transport Quartermasters also received further training on mock-ups con­

structed within the division area. (2) 

The battalion landed in Leyto near Tacloban early in December 1344. 

Here the mission consisted of conbax; patrolling as a screening force 

behind the assault troops operating against the enemy trapped in the 

. Ormoc Corridor on the western coast of the island. The troops ' *-

(1, 2) Personal knowledge. • 
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obtained their first gli*«|>se of the ground forcts of the Japanese* Thos# 

encountered could hardly be classed as formidable, however, since they 

were sick, undernourished and poorly equipped from days of wandering in 

the mountainous jungle after escape from the giant trap laid by Lieutenant 

General Walter Xruger's Sixth Army troops. (3) 
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GE23EBAL SITUATION - LUZON 
' • • • . . ' ' 

^'order to more thoroughly acquaint the student of military history 

with the following operation it will be necessary to review briefly the 

actions which occured on Luzon prior to 29 January 1945* 

Late in December a firm foothold had been obtained in the Philippines 

by General MacArthur's amphibious forces. Successful operations had been 

carried out on Leyte, Samar and Mindoro and the stage v/as now set for the 

offensive against Luzon. Consequently, on 9 January 1945, the Sixth Army 

..landed with X and. ZJY Arm;/ Corps in the Lingayen Gulf area* (4) 

By 29 January 1945, XIV Corps, composed of the 37th and 40th US Inf­

antry Divisions, was breaking out onto the central plains and the leading 

elements had reached San Fernando, 40 miles north of the city of Manila* 

I Corps was containing the Japanese forces to the north, (See Map A) (5) 

South of Manila, in the vicinity of Nasugbu and Tagaytay Ridge, add­

itional pressure v/as to be brought to bear against the Japanese forces 

with the landing, by water and air, of the reinforced 11th US Airborne 

Division during period of 31 January - 3 February 1945. (See Map A) (6) 

In conjunction with the advance of the Lingayen forces, at 0830, 29 

January 1945, the XI US Army Corps made an unopposed landing on the coast­

al plain of the Zambales Province, (See Llap A) This force, mounted in 

Leyte on 26 January 1945, comprised the 38th US Infantry Division, rein­

forced by the 34th Regimental Combat Team of the 24th US Infantry Division, 

64th Portable Surgical Hospital, 592d Joint Assault Signal Company, 603d 

lank Company and other supporting troops. Regiments of the 38th Division 
r w»\ 

(3} A-2. D. 2; (4) A-4. p. 180} (6) A-l, p. 72J (6) A-l, p. tflj (7) A-3,pp.9,15. 
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Hare then, over the now dry rice paddies, in the rough, mountainous 

jungle and along the Zig Zag Pass, officially known as Highway 7, was the 

stage for the operation in which the 3d Battalion, 152d Infantry, partici­

pated. (See top B) Initially, it was an attack that closely followed 

the course of action of the Japanese assault against elements of the iiiaeri-

oan forces in 1942. (8) 
y."^rv. *-••-'•-/," .- '! "t. ~1", '••*•;"[?, 

TUB MISSION 

._,*,. jKy-^th Division wafTftBigned £ W kiss ion *t>y XI Corps on IlT3anuary ~ "'m 

1945, barely..a week before thoy were to embark for the target area. In 

reality, however, this order v/as a change in mission, as the Division had 

"'been "staging "Tor anotShSr operation""since"Chr is fxnas Day, 1944. By "the4 time 

the new order v/as received, preparations at troop level for embarkation 

• were practically completed. Otherwise, the target date would have been 

-: " impossible to meet. •••••• • - --

Field Order #3, Headquarters, XI Corps, 19 January 1945, directed the 

38th Division to land in the southern Zambales province, secure the air­

field in the vicinity of San Liarcelino and the naval base of Subic and 

- -Oloiigapo. Upon completion of the initial mission the Division was then 

to seize and occupy the general line, Dinalupihan - Hermosa, thus sealing 

3ataan from northern Luzon and denying the enemy freedom of movement be­

tween the pampanga Plains of Central Luzon and the Bataan Peninsula. 

(See Map B) (9) . 

THE LAUDING 

Order of Battle estimates listed the enemy strength in the provinces 

of Zambales and Bataan at 12,800 , with only one known unit, the 132d Air­

field Battalion, being reported. This figure was based almost entirely 

on guerilla reports furnished the 38th Division by Eighth Army. Predawn 

reconnaissance elements put ashore dispelled a portion of these reports 

when tl'iiiv br£:virh.t b*vv4/' 'worrl th*»t th<p* pr^tn throijK h / ^ ' t '/civ-thf* !,*»# w#«? unoCCUf>ie'd# 
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1*~1 bo-b^Wnt was therefore withheld and the assault -
uSaalt forces wore 

greeted upon lending by cheeri™ w v • 
. b vy onecring Filipinos. (10) 

Due to the narrow beaches the plan was to i™„ , 
b - ^ T , . P W S *° laad regiments abreast, 
battalions in column. One battalia * « 

name to +
 151s t was t0 w « *» **t 

f lank to p r o t e c t t h a t por t ion of the N ^ h read - • 
* -ow-ii uead. s ince the landine was 

unopposed. su f f iM +„ „„ ;" "~~" —'— ~"~ ' " — '""•••'*-•••**•• • 
" . <-# -oxxioe to say here t h a t a l l u n i t s *«,,.« 

Ibv -dd » ~ 0 H n ° i r o b J e c ***es 
| oy ma-a f t e rnoon 23 January 134.^ - ±, "" " ' 

~ l,tt"l~4ir.> XJ45. For t he o v e r a l l n i -n n* i„ •• 
^ P"*11 0 i lancung and 

D-Day o b j e c t i v e s , see Hap 3 . (UN 
Tne oa Ba t t a l ion , landing second in ool ,»« i u- , 

b cona m column behind the 1st Ba t t a l i on 
reached t h e i r object ive approximately l 5 000 -ard • - , ' 
up a bat+ f l l• ' l n i a n d b y 1 4 ° ° a n d took 
up b a t t a l i o n perimeter formation northwest of the San ^ r c e l ^ a i r -
S"crip# (See -A-O p\ •. . , 

- -*P . ) v m £ h t t h e ^ TOhiolss M b e m ^ ^ 
b o u g h t into tho p e r J a e t e r . (12) 

,.- —. dur ing t h o & i f * h t -hi-wtr* >««•+• *wi-« ~ -—- - - -•-• ••- '-•-- ••-• • -. . . .- . .„. .- , ~ 
- ^ t « » oHtoaiion commander, Lieutenant Colon»l f+hen 

Major) Harold ? . r 4 a e o l d r ( ,„ . , • ( t h e n 

J » »--d.n^oj.a, received ordpr-Q +,- ^v. 
r S t 0 P r o °eed south a t dawn on 

Highway 7 and go in to p e r i a e t e r for th« 
s o u t h e r n + ' approximately 2000 yards . 
south oi the town of C a . t i l l . j o , . (See l,aP B) He was t s 
to continue south the f o n n l r i ^ 

f o l l o w ^ morning behind the 1s t Ba t t a l i on . This 
rao-re was accomplished fr.- W n , « „ 

" a ^ e r n o o n a f t e r covering 10 m i l e s ^ t h e 

b r o i l i n ^ sun. »F» %»«+.J 

o n d ; ' " " ^ ™r° r ° P l M 1 - ^ - « " " i t . S pe,t t , , l r e « 0 . 
ond, ana ^ . t TO. t 0 to t h ( > l t . ^ 
• , . "-bn-c i o r days to come in b a t ­
t a l i o n per imeter . (13) 

Meanwhile, the 34th Res-imfm-i-ni n u ^ 
to Regimental Combat Team, under XI Corps cont ro l 

had encountered only minor delayin,- forces i - - w - • 
w a „ ^ ° 1 O r C 0 S ^ " n e i r drive south.along High-

. ^, a . . o u o x January were in contact with j e D a ^ < . P -
Japanese forces i n s t reng th 

a t tnc entranoe to Zie' Z&«- p t t 3 , ^ , ^ . , 
•̂ o o«t, A uss j.our miles eas t <-.? r-,i_...,_ s , 

^ J i - ^ n b a p o . (gee Map c) 
For some unloaown reason the enemy had not R h„ n o + 

d Q
 y a 0 t o h o e e n ^ occupy h i s formidable 

W 3 e S ° M W n » t o d ^ 3«bio tod oiongano. Hor ha , h^ W M • , 
o r i t i o a l bridges around the l a t t e r + « « ^ * 

•tatter town, p a r t i c u l a r l y the 100-yard B ? a a 

«»ross the Kalaklan River . ( H ) f 
^••- i<witoMiitis^p«>«waw^« 1 1 n»in» mi mi 
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TIE PLAN OF ATTACK ATJD TERtiAIN 
~ "~ i i IIW • \\\ in 

To clear the enemy from the highway and contain his forces in the 

Bataan Peninsula the 152d Infantry was now directed to relieve the 34th 

and continue through the pass to Dinalupihan 14 miles to the east. An-

... o t h ^ regiment, the 149th, was to proceed along an old native -brail J,Q*QQ0 , 

yards to the north, contact XIV Corps in the vicinity of Dinalupihan, turn 

back to the west along Highway 7 and strike the enemy from the rear. (See 

Map C) Due to the narrow trail and thick iunp-le, this move was ta h& 

made without motor vehicles. Resupply would be by C~47«s now based at the 

San Liarcelino airstrip captured on D~Day. (15) 

Accordingly, the 1st Battalion, 152d Infantry, advanced rapidly 

through Subic and olongapo on 31 January with the mission of relieving the 

.34th Infantry and continuing the attack. The 3d Battalion was directed to 

•follow in column and nop up by-passed enemy strong points. (IS) 

The terrain which now confronted the regiment was ideally suited for 

the defense. To the Japanese fell the advantages of observation, cover 

and concealment, available fields of fire and fixed fortifications. 

Highway 7 snaked its way from Olongapo across three miles of flatland 

V.. .and into a defile flanked by rugged, thickly forested mountains. For the 

next eight miles the road looped and twisted in a series of blind-angle 

approaches, hairpin turns and steep grades, around and between completely 

dominating hills* On the tops and sides of these hills the Japanese located 

their defensive works which consisted of intricate entrenchments, individ­

ual fox holes, tunnels and carefully sited machine gun emplacements, pill-'.. 

* boxes and dugouts. (See Map C) (17) 

Another contributing characteristic to the narrow defensive belt was 

the Santa Rita River which coursed laterally on the north and then cut 

South, crossing the highway in rear of tmi ene;?*̂ ** mtkin positions. Th® 

banks of the river formed vertical oliff© varying in height from 40 to 100, 

/ 1 C N A ... Q , » . « • * * * % , , / * * % # # » . *» / • • * % . . - . 

• " ' - ' ^ • ' i * ' " i' ' ' vc : - v. .'"• v* * i . t̂  Jr '-V /*• " • , ' * ' - , - * ' "»'*• **,-'% **»*• W-* ' • 

7 

"•HH--**** 

2 8 j ^ 

& 

.i.«W»TV, .«•<% 

' » » ^ A T ' 

* s * * r ' ^ a i t f » * » ) • « » » * • * « '*»< 

*m m «m v ^ n ^ ^ !tfcliWll|H>>>>i»tt,'l|»»i 

> *MI*t1\ • y * * 

»# * * *'!"» 
i f ^ t r * * * * * ! 

i : » { K ' "v-jt 

' ifb -"- ' 

» 
^ « | r '*f-i 

f'̂ fjJ(f|S^« 

,4-1 

iff ft til .*•-,. 
## 

m i i •aiittii.ii'iiiifeiii '--

»"•**» . 

9V.iT


m . i WOP i»»» , ,**^*m.0rr*«Hmi*f<* Mm****!*-* limn » « MHWii «.m tf'> 'W«i .,<» 

^wwiwiiMtfwfciiini liimniiwiiiii'i m 

-,»] .;. :_i:-ii iWuitfj-itT r • -"--rr-^-r*--- — ^ ^ " **" •*"' *' "••"'•"'"*" •» - ssw-J**s«».-

.xi HP *wummm0W***T •vm*$m-"-\**W**W* * ' r*iMMM«M0MP 

T 

^ % * « % * * * * • < « % , « * . * < . < # f r * < * * • # * ...,'f *•»*».•» *#y»,*. »,*• . .<* , «M ., / . .• "»»» 

•IV. 4, 

'%*k 

si It 

* ./"'. V 

KS 

fv * . j . i W T , . * , . . ^ ^ , 

V 

* .Me'-rtaSV,*.*"''*.^ 

UNIT «»• - -w*">«r»'*Y. «*».• « « w * » 

#w*r<td with thick undergrowth and considered impassable• (See Map C) 

Of particular interest to the student from a taotioal standpoint in 

that very little of the foregoing was known by unit oomnianders, even G-2f 

prior to the assault on Zig 2a& Pass. Maps issued were of l/50,000 scale 

and photos were not obtained until 3 February. The latter revealed little, 

however, because of the thick undergrowth. (18) 

THE ATTACK ON ZIG M G PASS 

A t ^ 2 S L 0 ^ 3 1 VSSS&ry* a^jc^M2jar>its ha&A*» oared Olo^ap^, the..- 3d ... 

Battalion oomnander received word that the 1st Battalion was passing through 

the leading elements of the 34th approximately 1000 yards to the east. 

Shortly thereafter he was informed that both units were bein- subiected" 

to heavy mortar and artillery concentrations and that fire was being re­

ceived from Hill A. (See Map C) He was directed to shift his battalion 

north of the highway and onvolop the ri^ht flank of the poji^QnaViTow hold- ' 

ing up the advance of the 1st Battalion. (19) 

With Company L leading, the battalion moved up a draw about 600 yards 

north of the highway, and as they neared the jungle the lead scouts came 

under fire from the northern slopes of Hill A. The company commander 

started his supporting machine guns forward but was directed to hold up 

because the 1st Battalion had patrols operating in that area. A patrol 

was then dispatched from Company L with the mission of contacting these 

patrols or the enemy. Because of approaching darkness this patrol was re­

called into the battalion perimeter which was formed near an old logging 

site north of the highway. (See Hap C) The patrol leader reported that 

the undergrowth was so thick that the patrol had covered less than 400 

yards in ivju hours. .Uuring the night the enemy imde two unsuccessful at­

tempts to filtrate into the position. (20) 

Another attempt by the 3d Battalion to outflank the positions on Hill 

A progrosBod slowly throughout the* next day. This maneuver necessitated 

.(18) A.-a, p. 117j (it)) A-3, pt 10(s (20) Perflonttl atatomeni, 15 5;GC 47 
Lieutenant Coluiii*! Ukiyld B# Hiai^old. 
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haoking and chopping the thick bamboo underSronth to make trails and by 

1800 the units stopped to prepare for the night approximtely 300 yards 

northwest of Hill A. (21) 

A t approximately 1830 the 152d Infantry received word from Division 

that an estimated battalion of the enemy had been sighted in the Pass by 

an artillery liaison plane. The Japanese were advancing toward Olongapo 

on the-road in the vicinity of Hills B and C. (See Hap C) This infor-

.-Biation EC2»at-ed..the regiraa^.sa..^~^aK4w^s»3i»*e^.feG 3d' B'aetUllô i ̂ ck ̂J,—"•"-• 

their perimeter of the night before to cover the sector north of the high­

way. The 2d Battalion, mopping up by-passed positions south of the road, 

^ a s enEloyed.P.a the right flank. ... The Ragiwntal ..CR-s-roup tisd in with- the—-

3d Battalion. Those positions offered excellent fields of fire to the edge 

°£ "the Jungle and effectively covered the highway in the"event_pf a break-

through of the leading battalion's positions, (22) 

Shortly before 2000 the enemy artillery and heavy mortars began pound­

ing the positions with unusual accuracy. Spasmodic infiltrations were re-, 

ported from several positions on the edge of the perimeter, but it is be­

lieved that fire from Company M«s machine guns and the 81mm mortars dis­

couraged any attacks on a large scale. The fire from these machine guns 

a X S O OTIC*!")! C*r\ 4-T->/r* OTrtrtw.* J--* o n nt *i.nr~ .»- - T « . • » ! , , . . , _ , 

e*x&̂  -I-JXV« ^ wn^.j uu accurately locuxe izne battalion positions in the 

darkness. Casualties inflicted that night on the 3d Battalion included 

the commanding officer of Company K, Captain Thomas Yasm; his executive 

officer, Lieutenant Vincent Kimberlin; the battalion S-3, Lieutenant James 

Cunningham^ and the heavy weapons company commander, Captain James Vest. (23) 

The next morning, 2 February, the battalion was ordered to by-pass 

the 1st Battalion v/hieh was now probing at Hill A, and continue the advance 

along the north sido of Highway 7* In conjunction, the 2a Battalion was 

directed to advance south of the road. The battalion moved out with Company 

L leading. Minor pockets of Japanese which had infiltrated durinr the ni-ht 
v*J&r*.,*.lVf?tW%Qfi 9R£.XW..WM.V»# rfyatmlia». hud rm**h*# .n nnH + ̂ n *1,«~~ .+!•« 

MdtMto < jw— <rijj]M»' 

( f t ) , rSft>f rer*onA? v * ^ ! ^ ! ^ , ^ ^ 

I 

Dp^f*0 *4#w <<Df» ' 4M> **MM'-' tn *i* • ' * ' 

n*»m*m**m**m mm*mm* • >pm*m^ii**'mm m&'fy^^ifM*?''W*''*'™***^^ 'm>0**##***^*"^T* 
1 I 

WPwimihimi • ' | W . N «#mm •••'*#*****' ** * mmmmw*<4*<***> > >mm 

if. ifl < - I . **t _ 
*'-,' I 

•*w%»*--- - * ^ * - -**•• 

1 nwHiinniii-iiiiiif'"" -j^.-^^-i^i ... 



».oa»aW-ii-Ti» iut»r..i«filfcj»i^TWin'nr-Triirii«ll*il^«*ii* .miTumTwrc" utmmi^m »iiiiimwiiffiMrfffiiTTrtiiiier'v-riiif,""'in"'~™rv - " — f r i " " •"rmm\mrMr"mrr*- "**"•- - —"•'• •«-i-tt>"—rMr™ * - •• 

r 
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmHmm**" < iimmmmmMmmmm*mmmMm***«*****mMmm M M M M M M M * 

• * • • f m*§m • *••>•* * • W"ii|ii<i( » «4»***u" <• *m* 

%j& 

«*•***» #V* 

* V 

highway approximately one-half mile beyond the 1st Battalion CP located 

in a saw mill south of Highway 7. (See Map C) (24i 

Here the road wound into a giant horseshoe, which, at the far end, 

etched into a ridge forming near vertical cliffs. To the north was a 

steep, bamboo covered'hill m B 8 and to the south a deep gorge cut its way 

toward Familiar Peak. (See Map C) 

Conp8ay L"-8Mrt aorth-through-the horseshoe; was'given the mission of 

clearing the enemy from the hill andto destrov any force* "o^rin" n^i-M-™ 

on Hill A. (See Hap C) Company K was dirocted to dispatch a patrol to 

the eastern half of the horseshoe to uncover possible enemy positions 

which may be blocking the highway. (25) 

Both efforts bore fruit. Consistently using flame throwers well for­

ward, Company L advanced through the jungle maze and succeeded in clearing „ 

^.^^^^^e4^ais^t^B^^^0m: appToxiiSely^oifyards'norttrof the opln "~ 

end of the horseshoe. (See Map C) '.Then it was learned that the 1st 

Battalion was beginning to place heavy concentrations of mortar onto Hill 

A, the company was ordered to rejoin the battalion in the lower bend of 

the road. This decision was further prompted because of the difficulty 

units consistently encountered in locating their positions while oper­

ating in the jungle away from the highway. (26) 

Meanwhile, Company K, advancing along and north of the winding road, 

encountered two strongly defended pillboxes about 300 yards up the eastern 

Shank of the horseshoe. (See Map C) The battalion assault team was 

immediately brought forward and the positions eliminated before operat­

ions ceased because of darkness. During the mopning up phase of this ac­

tion a sketch map wa, captured a^d promptly uispatohed through Intelligen­

ce channels. The sketch was returned on 7 February in the form of or. in­

terpreted overlay and •lienorandum from fch« './irision ';-? «v.~ . ^• 

m W th0 m l n enft"V * * « « • • in Zig Zac Paes mist of tho Santa rata River 

(gee Map C) and lator action attested to its accuracy. Classiriiialloa 
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given the map by the enera§r had been ,fMbst Secret" • (27) 

At day light on 5 February patrols were dispatched from the perim­

eter to clear the booby traps and flares installed the night before for 

security• Preparations were being rnaae to continue the advance to the east 

when the battalion cohmiander was informed that the 34th Infantry, under 

XI Corps control, would pass through and relieve his unit. Upon being 

relieved he was to withdraw to the vicinity of his first night1 s perimet-

-***»4»M» sr rAnr 1-vn Vgg-'TigwnAiifeff-i. ^ 7 - thî «A§§» ̂ attalio»/»-5ith JaitafcA.y, paro^i^*-

through his position and continued toward the east, they ran into such 

heavy resistance and heavy mortar concentrations from Hills B and C 

.•™*f (•s-ac rap-̂ -V -that botk-wnite*-kssame- 3amxed• i» the restricted-ar2a* Due-*--

to the resultont confusion, the 3d Battalion was directed to spend the 

night in place* On 4 February it withdrew to the logging site where the 

~-- - "*—-Ttex'or-twtr utrfs were spent reorganizing. *~ (28)"""" 

The 3d Battalion reentered the Pass on 6 February and relieved the 2d 

Battalion, 34th Infantry, in the vicinity of !,S" curve beyond the horseshoe, 

(See Hap C) During the past two days the 54th had committed all three 

battalions in unsuccessful attempts to break through what now appeared to 

be the enemy's main line of defense• The Japanese had repulsed repeated 

tank supported infantry attacks by-the use of iunge mines arid had inflicted 

•t heavy casualties on the 34th during head-on assaults against Kill G# (See 

? Map C) (29) 

At 1100 on 6 February, the 38th Division Commander, Ivlajor General 

Em Cm Jones, visited the 3d Battalion command post in the Saw Iii 11 and 

directed Lieutenant Colonel Mangold to move down, the highway with a section 

of tanks to effect a breakthroughs It was believea at the time that the 

enemy had pulled back from Hill C after the assaults by the 34th Infant­

ry. (30) 

Accordingly, Goapftsgr 1 wm§ Qr&Qrmd to advmnoe astride the highway* 

(if) Fr«r. copy zf mcrx and zlzctzh, porccnal possecslon of Li*ut*̂ #.?*t-
JM1MU*1 Huufcuidj (*M) A-^# I># IS j (8S) A~Sf ;/• 201 ($0) r«r«orial at** 
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with one platoon, supported by a taction of tanks, directly on the road. 

As the platoon and tanks rounded the last curve in the lfS!! and approached 

the defile between Hills B and C, (See Map 0) they were ambushed by 

Japanese troops from both sides of the road* In the ensuing battle both 

tanks were knocked out and Lieutenant A* R. Bell, the platoon leader, was • 

killed. The company was forced to withdraw* (51) 

''""::"&&aliziii£ the folly of -continuing head-on assaults against the enemy 

position, Lieutenant Colonel Mangold now moved Company I, with Company M* s 

machine guns, to positions on a knoll" north of the "S" curve. Companies IC 

*«K̂ ..4**wre rx'vad,Ao,the_̂ a;̂ h,,.an6 s&&:t-.42;£ .tb.e„,.hf\p̂s.5ih.o.e bend^.^r^,B-"i^m 

mortars were placed in the !IS" curve north of the highway. (See Map C) 

In order to fire on Hill C the tubes were given maximum elevation* At 1500, 

.f*o.l.Xowin£.«.â  airstrike wi&h Hap&lm bca&hg-?.»&-& heavy- ertil3>33?y and-BScr-tar---— 

preparation, Companies K and L assaulted the hill from the southwest. By 

late afternoon the position had been overrun with tho exception of a small 

The enemy was not long in retaliating against this penetration of his 

position. Vihile Companies K and L were engaged in mopping up on Hill C, 

heavy enemy 120mm mortar and artillery concentrations were received all along 

the "S" curve. Liortar ammunition in a trailer belonging to Company D, 152d 

Infantry, ignited by a direct hit during the action, added to the holocaust. 

Casualties to the 3d Battalion from this fire included a complete mortar 

section and nearly half of the battalion aid station personnel. Ambulance 

support from two clearing companies was required to evacuate the wounded 

&fter counterbattery artillery had silenced the enemy1s guns. (33) 

Regarding this action, here are a few facts which will be of partic­

ular interest to the student of military history: 

1. Tho focal point of the- m^r/* s fire "was approximately the center 

:;,: ;:: \ of the "S" curve. (See Map G) 

-—^--/ £t /it this point a trail led north behind th© knoll on whieh Cosspaisy 

^Sr^fJ 

I had taken positions to support th* assault on Hill <5# All 

usiis fighting north of the highway un©d this trail junction %o 
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start their hand-carrying parties with supplies to the forward 

elements. Casualties also wore evacuated ovar this trail and 
* 

were picked up in ambulances at the junction* 

S» Within a 300 yard radius of this junction were located the M 

Battalion CP, aid station and mortar positions• 

4# The trail junction and all for©mentioned installations were in 

defilade from Hills B and C (34) 

Little tine was wasted the next morning in clearing out the remain-

ing pocket on Hill -C* The battalion's 81mm mortars placed a five minute 

„ concentration qf.lVP on the position, which, caused the Japanese holed up 

in the pill boxes and surrounding entrenchments to break and rvm across 

the highway toward Hill B# (See Hap C) The -machine guns of Company 

M opened up at 300 yards and killed 20 of the energy caught in the open. 

'(55) 
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The remainder of that day, 7 February, was spent mopping LAJJ v/xjse o.n 

^ 

positions on either side of the highway. Company I and the Company M 

machine guns, from their positions north of the road, assisted the 1st 

Battalion which had taicen Hill A after three days of heavy fighting, and 

was now assaulting the northern half of Hill B. (See Llap C) Airstrikes 

were continued in support of the assaulting troops* (36) 

On 8 February Companies K and L moved north of the highway to permit 

the 151st Infantry to continue the assault toward,the east, abreast of the 

152d Infantry on the north* The remainder of the day and all of the next 

was spent in methodically mopping up on the southern half of Hill B and 

close-in positions. During this period numerous caves, emplacements and 

isolated pockets were reduced. All positions overrun were demolished to 

present further use by the aneuiy during his habitual night infiltrations* 

0*4 10 February the 3d Battalion wee •withdrawn to the saw mill area to 

replace the 2d Battalion as Division reserve § (57) 

(54) Peruana! laiovil#u£& t (35) Feroosal fitattttttut, 15 Deo iff Lieutenant 
Colonel Mangold* (36) Personal imowledgej (SSY) A-Sf p« £4# 
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With the elimination of the enemy positions on Hills B and C, the 

advantage of terrain now fell to the assaulting troops* (See Map C) To 

the front the Japanese defensive belt continued to be disposed in depth 

but each ridge to be encountered was successively lower in elevation un­

til reaching the Santa Rite^Jiiver* .,..!&&-&£-the-w&ver 1sfce - t@rr&i^"lagaln •—•••""™**"-? 

formed rugged, steep, jungle-covered hill masses* (38) 

The Division oo.iimnder now evolved a coordinated assault toward the 

^east to Gfte<Q£^$^uu.^?rxnxr:th the.-l^k -Jafaniry, whictrhaacSfttaatrecTXIV 

Corps in the vicinity of Dinalupihan on 5 February and had now advanced 

westward to within 2500 yards of the Santa Rita River* His forces driving 

eastward_ were ^ the—l&ft fiscal: 80-6 yards"~h6rth of 

the highway, the 1st Battalion, 152d; next in line with its right flank 

on the highway, the 1st Battalion, 151st; south of the highway, the 

—2d Battalions, 152 d and 151st, in that, orjie'r* ?l^..^:xL- Battaiion je-fined~±iT 

the assault when they were again connitted on 11 February to fill a gap 

which existed between the two battalions north of the highway* (See Llap 0)' 

About midafternoon the same day the 3d Battalion was given the zone re­

sponsibility of the 1st Battalion, 151st, vihen that regiment was relieved 

and assembled at Olongapo to prepare for another mission* (39) 

By nightfall 11 February, the battalion had advanced against stub­

born resistance and occupied the ridge just west of a hair-pin curve in 

the highway* (See Llap C) Companies K and L joined perimeters on the hill 

next to the road while Company I occupied the ridge 150 yards to the north* 

That night Company K accounted for 50 enemy dead by tossing hand grenades 

down the slope of the hill into the Japanese as they shouted and chattered 

in preparation for an attack against the position. (40) 

Y*ith Companies I and X abreast, K on the right, the battalion con­

tinued the attack on 12 February* Company L followed the assault and 

mopped-up in caves and by-passed positions* The leading elements ad­

vanced ajethodioally behind mortar and artillery preparations to mnnh 
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night positions within 600 yards of the blown bridge over the Santa Rita 

River. (See Map C) During that day vast- stock piles of rice, ammunition, 

clothing dumps and a dump of new enemy flamethrowers were captured. (41) 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 

» * • * * # - « « • «fc.ti 

b i-"--̂  

s*«,. 

**. ̂ w-,,0&-.OS^4R^4*wy .the_ba.tt.a,UQn,.Fas sixgn.. the_ mission^ of ^rp^sing_the 

Santa Rita River and seizing the high ground on the north side of the 

highway. (See Map C) Concurrent" with this attaok, Company G, 152d 

* w.«l *f>p, wr--;. m-' 

••-1'iKAWH'amt; '**** '•»*•,«-•«#• . »«•* 

.,-, •*m,**tr*r 
-~-» *.m> v 

2rif Jmtr^, WOT*-*to dispatch*" tw**ire-l-a^4s^' pctro 1 -to*-"tke•••• ŝ -cit-h-•aâ .-.̂ 'aC't̂ .-to-

contact the 149th. The battalion commander, after a preliminary recon­

naissance, decided to snoke the hill mass with his 81mm mortars and cross 

~""fcha • r r t w behind this- screen with 4^ra companies*.., (42) _...., .. .„ .... 

Both missions were accomplished. At 1120 Company G contacted Company 

A, 149th, and tied in with the latter!s wire line, thus providing communi-

'tsa^ioii^t^eSTr^ho *H*«r*£oi owhr--Sy™A»vtf:' :'^^i:aoQ^^^vQr^r^x..V^.B J^/^MI^,... 

ession of the objective north of the highway. The advance had not been 

easy. Snemy snipers were active during the steep climb and frequent halts 

had been necessary while patrols dislodged them from their camouflaged 

posts. Company L had been stopped in their ascent on the left and while 

this opposition was being contained, Company K by-passed to continue the 

attack. After knocking out three pillboxes sited to cover the highway 

to their south, the company began preparing perimeter positions on the 

objective, about 500 yards east of the river. (See Llap C) 

Miile the men were constructing their night defenses, fire from two 

machine guns swept the area from a position just outside the perimeter. 

Lieutenant Kimberlin, recovered from wound3 received earlier, and now 

commanding the company, grabbed a BAR and slipped into the thick voider growth 

to silence the machine guns. He was joined by an enlisted nan armed with 

an automatic carbine. The two men succeeded in outflanking the position 

(41) Personal knowledge $ (42) Personal statement, 23 Dec 47, Lieutenant 

Colonel Brewer• J 
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and killed the 12 members of the orew. The remainder of that night was 

spent in comparative quiet. To the east, approximately 800 yards, the 

leading elements of the Id9th were in perimeter. (43) 

of contacting tho 149th Infantry. South of tho highway, Companies £ and 

F, 152d Infantry, had crossed the river and were attached to the 3d Bat-

talion for operational control to a s ? H ? ^ oho joS&ng of t h ? t o forceTT"" 

Company K proceeded v/ith caution through the thick jungle to avoid becom­

ing involved in a fight with their ovm units. At 1330, after meeting 

•,,,. s.nly miner reactance, the c-trmpuny mude1£6nta6ir witir'the 2d TjSt-calloh, '""'"* 

149th, approximately 300 yards north of the highway and 1200 yards oast 

of the river. (See Llap C) Mopping up along the road was concluded by 

4600-that--afternoon and the battle of Zig-Zag Pwar^-was OTer-.*~~(44)•-*»*'*•• —*"» 

MALYSIS .ATP CRITICISM 

Considering the fact that this operation marked the first combat 

for the majority of the participating units, it is the opinion of the 

author that the destruction of the Japanese forces in Zig Zag Pass was 

accomplished in a minimum of time. And while many casualties were no doubt 

caused by a lack of recent intense training in jungle warfare, after a 

study of the enemy1s scheme of defense in the Pass it is not inconceivable 

that the Japanese could have held out indefinitely against a vastly » 

superior force. Be as it may, by 14 February the 38th Division had ac­

counted for 1846 enemy dead and taken 13 prisoners, thereby removing the 

greater part of the 39th Japanese Regiment from the Order of Battle. (48) 

For comparative purposes, the casualties in the 3d Battalion 

during this operation included Id officers and 221 enlisted men, killed 

or wounded; ttfo officers and 12 enlisted men, died of wounds, and one 

officer and 64 enlisted men, non-b*ttle injuries, A lar^e percentage 

of the non-battle wounda were bamboo mrfca. emrnin® «r»H ht«AUn 
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bones. Only 12 of tho latter evacuations resulted from battle fatigue 

or psychiatric disorders. (46) 

Several factors which contributed to the success of this operation 

r.in.:-fisv--• v 
aire apparent to tho student i 

1. The selection of an initial landing site away from the main de­

fenses of the enemy enabled the assault troops to &ain a firm 

foothold without the confusion and difficulty of reorganization 
5 t 

which accompanies an opposud landing. 

2. The decision to eftvelop the narrow defensive belt in Zlg Zag 

Pass by sending the 149th Infantry around to the north and east 

to strike the enemy from the rear, was a simple, but wise man­

euver. This movement effectively divided the tmomy*o forces 

.̂. and p^e vent e d hirir ;f r om br in j^in^ the „f ul l#i ntr ©nj;;th w owf „ ,hlg „ po ft i t - '." 

ions to bear against the attackers at any one time. 

3« Relieving the 54th Regimental Combat Team of any responsibility 

in the Corps beachhead and sending it rapidly south on Highway 

7, caught the enemy off guard and prevented him from manning his 

prepared defenses along Subic Bay. 

4* The capture intact of all the main bridges between tne beachhead 

and Zig Zag Pass by this maneuver reduced the period of operat­

ion by several days. 

5. The rapid capture of Olcngapo permitted the amphibious forces to 

divert incoming supplies from the San Narciso area to the Port ' 

of Olongapo on D plus throe, thus insuring a shorter supply dis-

-. tance for unit transportation. 

After initial contact in force was made with the enemy in 2ig 2ag 

g^ it is believed repeated orders to drivo through along tho hi^hv/ay 

cost the od battalion and other units needless casualties# while little 

other tnan that gleaned from guerilla reports was known of the ener^ 

/ " i d * * * * , * * * * "•«• f B f , * * * * *<• .» 
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defenses initially, it was logical to assume that the Japanese had excel­

lent observation all along the highway and that critical points would be 

accurately plotted for artillery and inortar concentrations in his olan-

ned defensive fires. The captured eneirgr sketch imp and later action 

proved .this, to .be tr^e..^ . ...... .,«•„. 
, * /— <-... i,.-«, *....*....., r." ,**i. .'.V .tw..*-J*« . .i."i.-< . » * ' , > « * 

it 

The 3d Battalion commander, Lt# Colonel Harold H. llangold, had this 

to say of the operation, "For the first six days v/e were not given any bound* 

••-̂ i-Lê '̂(rejectit̂ '̂̂ i* zones' of action; our only orders being to continue 

the attack to the east. It seemed to me, they (higher headquarters) were 

trying to break through the pass by brute strength alone, -giving no at­

tention to maneuver^ The^piled^ra three and...&&>ir battalions --alGngHjkCf --'• 

road to await corimittment when there was only room for one," (47) 

More time for reconnaissance should have been given the 152ci Inf­

antry-when theywere directed to proceed 'a; proximately 'viren'Mle'sV pass~~'~~"* "" 

through the 34th Infantry and continue the attack on 31 January 1945, The 

difficulties which caused both relieved and relieving units to be jammed up 

by fire from the eiieny could have been alleviated by directing relief in 

place by a company at a time and permitting sufficient time for the bat­

talion and company commanders to make a reconnaissance prior to an attack* 

Unit commanders were limited in map reconnaissance by the dearth 

of large scale maps and aerial photographs• The latter were not issued 

prior to the attack and difficulty was encountered in locating positions 

and making man studies of the terrain from the l/50,000 scaled maps av­

ailable for the western half of Zig Zag Pass* (48) 

Napalm bombs and V/hite Phosphorous shells proved very effective in 

removing the thick folia0o 6rowin^ over the ̂ nemy defenses* Pillboxes 

and covered caves were easily singled out arid assaulted once the natural 

.camouflage was burner away* The iuorale exToot, both to the enemy and 

OUT own troops, cannot bo overlooked, in tho use of these potent sruuit- • • 

Iwsi Ouri.nj-; the operator* 19V0KU £&!ler:e of UapaiLi,, ZiZ to-u cf bzmbi. 
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«nd l , 728,000 rounds of c a l i b r e .50 M u n i t i o n were expended in a i r 

s t r i k e s . (49) 

Despite the fac t t h a t the men and <iffN ,.*,.«, * „ \ 
a n c l 0 , f io«rff of Company K were t i r e d X 

•21^^*53.^.r.isine - their .^^^ •wrt-^th. « r ^ sfiSr- " 

15 February, the co T O colder / c a n b e o r i t i c i z e d ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / 

a screening force while t><e r-i-i-h -.-.,,, 
m i o t. .e w t «as preparing i t s perimeter for the n i g h t . 

The prompt dispatch of p a t r o l s j r , to the * « « l r -•••- r «-*-„«• -.—•-.. . 

one « * 0n Guard while two men dug on the t h r e e s s l i t t r 3 n c h e s < " ^ 

«• --**^ wat>n p re o&iFin^ Tor t h o ynv^x „ -. . , 
, i a u l o r the nxgnt, and the same procedure in t h i s 

s i t u a t i o n would have prevented the eneny f ^ - e t t i n , , r M „ • v, 

per imeter . 

The enoiiiy was quiok to reocoupy ground he h«ri w + 
*w fexouna ne had lost once the assault-

-"°r n y rc a s^.' The 34th Infantry gained a foothold ' 

on Hill C on 4 February but withdrew to the »~» ,.,,«» + 
00 o uo u curve to reorganize af-

tor suffering heavy casualties fron its head on assault against the pos­

ition. The Japanese quickly t o o k a d v a n t a £ e Q£ ̂  ^ ^ ^ ^ 

entire hill ,hich had to bo retaken on 6 February. On one other occas­

ion, 4 February, the 1st Battalion, 152d Infantry, gained the top of 

Hill A after suffering heavy casualties, but was forced t« ™ '• -s • 

oause the battalion intrenching set was not taken alonS. T h is position 

was retaken th« fnii0wi— -i=-r i„r 4., 
• — - 0 . . ^ & utty Dy w e s a i M m i t a g a i n B t s t u b f c o r n r e s . s t _ 

anoe. (50) 

An observation on the previous train-;,™- „-p <-u ** -, ,_ 
d e v i o u s training, of t he 3d Bat ta l ion must be 

noted here. V.hile its contribution to the war effort wa, „0 ̂  * 
ĵ-̂ uiu v/cita no aouut great 

in the performance of stevedore duties at Cm -«,- - . . 
^ 8 g " u o , : ' a h ̂ » Gui-ea, l a t e in 

IB44:, i t i s believed t h a t many valuebia t-^«^,->_ , 
h Taiuaoio t r a in ing houi-s were taken from 

the troops mid junior o f n o o r o . Thaae horn*a coula hav« --r- ^ * , 

i t ab ly in t h . nearby J ^ . l e i„ t h e ? B r f . o t l o a o f ^ ^ ^ _ .• 
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the Japanese would have recognized the same fanatical night "banzai" char­

ges; infiltrations which were characterized by shouting and the calling 

of names of American troops from the surrounding jungle, and the stub­

born, determined defense put up by the individual enemy soldier as he 

<$M?3 impositions..^ioja had bean by-passed, it is the 0pi:«^ of-*he r 

author that the enemy.s defenses laid in the mountainous terrain of north­

ern Bataan presented one of the most difficult to be encountered .by Ameri­

can troops in the Pacific Theatre. The nen of the 3d Battalion learned 
,««r%f .»•- tf--\U; '-•—"»*? • '»».>* •»• i * # ; ' • . - , % * • % , „.•.•.(•/»« .«>.) **MK~>- yuamt. 

many lessons in their initial combat and probably many of those mention­

ed below will serve as re-emphasis to the ooiabat veteran. 

1. Troops used in jungle warfare require special training. 

2. Pire and maneuver are prime considerations in jungle warfare and 

-pmeht" foFan attack'is a"lengthy process. " " ' "~ 

3. Jungle restrictions on observation affect reconnaissance, employ-

ment mid range of weapons, and the use of supporting fires. 

4. Speed is essential in gaining possession of critical bridges ' 

and terrain features. 

5. Captured documents and prisoners of war are a prolific souroe 

6. In attacking a strong defense in depth limited objectives must 

be given, 

7. Holding ground once gained is less costly in lives than retaking 

the sains ground after a withdrawal* 

8. Lar~e scale roaps are essential to unit aoMoanders during an op­

eration in a restricted area* 

9* Intrenching equipment must be iKw4i^}#ly available onc$ m ob-

$#etivc to be occupied lu gained* 

10* Mapalm and Vlhit© Phosphorous ar# #fftotiw in reTealin- mut-

tlou& hidden by natural v»g#tfition# 
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