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(LUZOT CAMPAIGH)
(Personal Experience of a Regimental Supply Officer)

DNTROMICTION
3 _— ng;,;kmummnmhg'follcwanm.1¢»n~treatzao chuthsmaperatigna of the 3d.Rattalion, . f_ﬁ;
% 1624 Infantry, 38th US Infantry Division, in Zig Zag Pass, northern

Bataon, 29 January = 14 February 1945, followin; en amphibious landing on
the Zambales coast of western Luzon, Philippine Islands.
s P
Althoush the 3d uattalion had been overseuas for over & year prior

| T to this action, this was to mark their first large scale operation against

tho cnomve The battalion lended in Haweii in January 1944 and soent six
ol P

months in menuning the perimeter of the island of Oshue During interim

periods herc ell personncl attended strenuous courses at a Jungle Traine

ST T np Center and spontlofig houry inbasic and-advarced mmyn¢1lous werfare - oo
i ‘ exercises, Units, dovn to and including companies, sent officers and

HCOs 4o Tronsport JQuartermaster Schools, where they loarned the intrice

|

| L

P s poies involved in combet loading of assault shipse (1)

‘ b RSO

| In July of that yeer the unit sailed to llew Guineae, landing at Oro

£ i shij nere, howswver, intelligence personncl were given the ade

’d
=
Fad
}J.
P—J
O

P L Bay, whoro thoy wore to spend most of their time loading and unloading j¢fj3_ §
|
vantaze of ideal jungle conditions and received valuable experience in %

f ;   ‘ long renge patrolling under the supervision of Austr%}ilan instructorse.

S P N O

Transport Quartormasters also received furthier training on mock=ups cone e o

structed within thie division arens.  (2) S ;

The battalion landed in Leyto near Tacloban carly in December 1944,  ,,}7 . ;

Here the nission consisted of conbet patroiling us & svreenln: Uorcs

hehin? the assault troops operating acainst the enemy Trapped in the

S

ormoc Corrider on +the western comgt of the island, The troons

(1, 2) Personal mowledge.
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~encountered could hardly be classed as formidahle, however, sincc they
were sick, undernourished and poorly equipped from days of wandering in
the mountainous jungle aftor escape from the giant trap laid by Lieutenant

General Halter Krugér's Sixth Army troops. (3)

GENERAL SITUATION - LUZON

¥

b

¥
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xn order to more thoroughly acquaint the student of m;lltary history

'fﬂith the following overation it will e necessary to review briefly the

Loun ek 0 cocn e e - '
o . < o, S - R Y ]

actions which occured on Luzon prior tc 29 Jenuary 1945,

1o eAARY e .}
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AR

lete in December & firm foothold had been obtained in the Philippines
) | '. _by General MacArthur's amphibious forces. Successful operations had been
carr ed out on L6J+9 Semar and M1ndoro and the stege was now set for the

offensive azainst Luzone Consoquently, on 9 Jenuery 1945, the Sixth.Army

Mm,Mwmj.landﬂd with I and ZIV Army Corps in the Lingeyen Gulf area. (4)

T e - ) ¢ e

By 29 January 1045, &IV Corps, oomposea of the 37th and 40th US Infe
entry Divisions, was breaking out onto the central plains and the leading

elements hed reached San Fernando, 40 miles north of the city of lanila.

N
» T 5 . SR, - e . ey
¢
H

| ; f1f'.‘I Corps was containing the Japanese forces to the north. (See lap A) (8)
i South of linila, in the vicinity of Nasugbu and Tagaytey Ridge, adde

e

itional pressure was to be brought to bear against the Japaness forces

with the landing, by water and air, of the reinforced 1llth US Airborne

Division during periocd of 31 Jenuary = 3 February 1945. (See iap A)  (6)

R

In conjunction with the advence of the Lingayen forces, at 0830, 29

January 1945, the XI US Army Corpé made an unopposed landing on the coast=

al onlain of the Zambales Province. (See liap A) This force, mounted in

Leyte on 26 Jenuzry 1945, comprised the 38th US Infantry Division, rein-

forced by the 34th Regimental Combat Team of the 24th US I(nfantry Division,

64th Portabls Surgiocal liospital, 522d Joint Assault Signal Company, 605d

Tenk Compuny and other supporting troops, Regiments of the 38th Jivision

-
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(A) A—Z D 2: (4) A-4 p. 180; (5) A-l, p. 72; (6) A—l, p. 91; (7) A=~3,ppeY, 15.
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Here then, over the now drv rice paddies, in the rough, mountainous

Jungle and along the Zig Zag Pass, officially lmown as Highway 7, was the

‘pateds (See Map B) Initially, it was an attack that closely followed
the course of action of the Jgpanese assault sgainst elemente of the imerie -

~can forces in 1942, (8) ‘ ‘ S e i

N T e e . o - I e sy, SRR SRS T g s s B e Y A e SRR s NG L A e e L g e

THE MISSION

o ean t aRaaafe a N n reeiets ®

|
l
| stage for the operation in which the 3d Battalion, 152d Infantry, particie
. o {H8" "54th Di¥T8ion was HB¥1¢ned 1€6 missiofi" ¥y AI Corps on IV JEnuary %

1945, barely s week before thoy were to embark for the target area, In

reality, however, this order was a change in mission, as the Division had

. € e v n R o e aewe

Been Bragifif tTor andltner ofsration”since Cnristmes Day, 1v44, Uy the time ™™

the new order was received, preparations at troop level for embarketion

o Jenwn apeme o el e cmes e -

f24 pabiveeprabega dote o0 )
[3

PTZ R i . RN

mpossible to meet. | “ SR " = T

T N T
e
»*.
2

Field Order {3, Headquarters, XI Corps, 19 January 1945, directed the

s g vty okttt

]
|
1
|
i
E
| 5

38th Division to land in the southern Zambales Province, secure the air-

field in the vicinity of San iiarcelino and tne naval bese of Subic and
= -~ Olougapus Upon completion of the initiul mission the Division was then
to seize and occupy the general line, Dinalupihan - llsrmosa, thus sealing

Bataen from Northern Luzon and denying the enemy freedom of movement be-

tween the Pampanga Plains of Central Luzon and the Batasn Peninsula.

b o - (See lap B)  (9)

THE LANDING

Order of Battle estinmates listed the enemy strength in the provinces
of Zambales end Tataen at 12,300 , with only one lmovm wnit, the 132d Air=-

B field Battalion, being reported. This figure was based almost entirely

.

th Uivision

1
(N

on puserille reports furnished the by tighth Army. Predawn

reconnaissance elements put ashore dispelled a portion oi these reports

when thoy Lrourhd beeb wnred thet the arens thrnu:bﬂnﬁ Yamhalag was wmoasunied
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© Nava), bombardment wae

thoerefore Withheld and the assault forces were
- Brected upon lending vy checring Filipinos.  (10)

Due to the NATrIrow

beaches the plan was to land regimantsabre&st;"

battalions in colwmn, One battalion of the 151st wag +q land

d on the left
flank to protect that portion of +he beach hesad,

T,

- ¢

Since the landing was
«;,§:~%uﬂa;pbséd, suffice to say here that
I '

.‘-r,; : e -:." R zby mi(i"af't
i s

all wnits were on their objective§vuqﬂmmm@ggmws«

“rnoon 29 January 1945, Tor the overall plan or landing ang g
L _ 5
"4 DeDay objectives, soo Bep B (11) ) o, i, [
) RN, o~ oo, A AT -
Rt R T‘I g

he 34 Zatialion, landing

yards inland by 1400 and took

up & battalion poerimeter formation northwest

of +the San lerceline airm ....: L

18p B) .By nicht the o tor

- ‘ PR st‘l.‘ip. - .asv; u-qe 2

venicles had been landed and ] ,m_!i
brought into the perimeter, (12)

- 1
- L e ettt gt w1 b i o
™ . e v .

R e e PUPANZ. tho nighe %hw"bat%ﬁiién”ébmﬁéﬁdér, Lieutenant Colonel (then

ol .
Major) Harold &, Mangold, received orders to proceed south at dawn on

g0 into perimster for the night approximately 2000

south of the town of Castillejos.  (Ses l'ap B)

| to continue south the following

Highwey 7 and yards

He was to vpe prepared

morning behind the 1gt Battalions Thig

move vas accomplishod by lato aifternoon alter cover

ing 10 miles in the
broiling sun, Wit rations wero replenished and the units spent their sece
ond, and what was to be their last, quiet night for days to come in bat-

- telion perimeter, (13)

lisanwhile, the 3ath Regimental Combat Team, under XT Corps contrbl,
-had encountered only minor delaying f

Orees in their drive south along High-
’ -waey 7, and on 31 January were in contact with Jepanese forces in strength i
8t the entrance 4o 2ig Zag Pass four miles C28T of Glongapo. (See hap ¢) |
For some unlmown reason the enemy had not chosen to Occuny his formidable |
- defenges constructed in Subie and Olongapo. Hor nas ne demo liehed tho
erivical bridges around the latter town, partiocularly the 100~yard gpan
- ‘#oross the [nlaklen Rivor, (14)

)

i 21/ 45y pe 143 (12) pes, ng 4. /38Y oo -
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 34th Infantry and continuing the atteclk, T% 54 Dabs

. eand into a defile flanied by rugged, thickly forested mountains. Ior the

1o o wudele, . . 2 meens D mam t 0 b
Peect, To 4he sonth 0 $Rdls MeSNoul Tat Dlghwey and ramiliar 'eak was
' -

a2 el
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TIE PLAN OF ATTACK AWD TERRAIN

To clear the enemy from the highway and contain his forees in the

‘Bataen Peninsula the 152d Infantry was now directed to relieve the 34th

and continue through the pass to Dinalupihan 14 miles to the east. An=

other regiment, the 149th, was 10,000,

L PP AR AR Shaal

to procesd along an uld native %rail

yards to the north contact XIV Corps in the vicinity of Dinalupihen, turn
ba,k to the west along liighway 7 and stiike the cnemy Irom the rear. (See
4@§gwc) Due %o the narrow trail ang thick jungle, this . mnve was.ig. be i
made without motor vehicles. kesupply would be by C=47ts now based at the'
San liarcelino airstrip captured on D=Days  (15)
Accord:n*ly, ﬁL§~ls§M§ tta;}?t, 152¢ Ianfantry, advenced rapidly & oo

through Subic and Olongapo on 31 January with the mission of relieving the

n was dir ecteu to

- ot e o s e b s wvanr o m PIOPES s e e g

16)

- B L ST T R
¢ e b et w et & e e es s PR N

nilow in ¢ OLumn and mop up by=paseed enemy strong points. {

The terrain which now confronted the regiment was ideally suited for

the defense. To the Japanese fell the advantages of observation, cover

and concealment, available fields of fire and fixed fortificetions.

Highway 7 snaked its

way from Qlongepo scross three miles of flatland

next eight miles the road looped and +twis sted in e series of blind-angle

approaches, nairpin turns and steep grades, around and between completely
g hillss On the %ops sides of these hills the Japanese located
their defensive works which consisted of intricate entrenchments, individe

uval fox holes, tunnels and carefully sited machine gun emplacements, pill- . .

boxes and dugouts, (8ee imp C¢)  {17)

Anotuer sontributing characteristic to the narrow defensive bLelt was

River which coursed laterally on the north end then cut

south, crossing the highwey 1i rsar of the enemy g maln vositi The

GG e

benks ol the river formed vertionl ¢liffs varying in height from 40 to 100.
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-bovered with thick wnderygrowth and considered impassable. (See Map C)
Of particular interest to the student from & testical standpoint is

~ that very little of the foregoing was known by unit commanders, even G2,

prior to the assault on Zig Zag Fass. liaps issued were of 1/30,000 soale

‘and photos were not obtained wntil 3 February. The latter revealed li+tle,

“however, because of the thick unaerwrowth. (18)

, At 1500 on 31 January, after his urits had. glnared Qlonsane.,. the. 3d o,
S e T X KO

Battalion comrander received word thet the 1lst Battalion was passing through

the leacing elements of the %4th approximetely 1000 yards to the east,.

Shortlr therea ter e was 1n;ormeu that both units were bein: subjected
.) .

o A
. Ca s Al
U P TR REY e SR e Y

THE ATTACK ON ZIG 4AG PASS o *‘“i;ff‘ff |
|
H
é
2
3

to heavy mortar and artillery concentratione and that fire was being ro=

ceived from Hill A. (See lap C) He was dlrected to shlft hlu battallon

|

|

\

\

]

t— PP L RS o o 4 TPNEIR o e 1 .. wvair e e e
:
I
]
!
|
l

B

north of the hir?;‘}‘ﬁ»}é'y'm onvelo the rlbh’b flark of the gc_;g;t,;qns,gﬁaw hold- "
ing up the advance of the lst Battelion.  (19)

‘ith Company L leading, the battalion moved up a draw about 600 yerds
north of the highway, and as they neared the jungle the lead scouts came
under fire from the northern slopes of Hill A. The compeny cormmender
8tarted his supporting machine guns forwerd but was directed to hold up

‘because the lst Battalion had patrols operating in that area. 4 patrol

was then dispatched from Company L with the mission of contacting these

patrols or the enemy. Because of aporoaching darkness this patrol was re=

,_called into the battalion perimeter which was formed near an old logging

Bite north of the hizhway. (See liap C) The patrol leadsr revorted that

The wndergrovith was so thick that the patrol had coverod less than 400
yards in tvo lwwrse Luring the night Uhe euewy made two unsuccessful ate

ik temptes to filitrate into the position. (20)

Another attempt by the 5d Betialion to outflenk the nositions on Hill

o vl

A Progrossod slowly thirvughout the next day. ‘This maneuver necessitated

{18) 2=z, n. 3173 (19) a-%, o 10y (20) Porsonul stutement, 18 isc 47 Ly
Licatemmu Cotlonwa uau u.'tu Do mux;golu.
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"haokinu and chopping the thick hamboo under"rcwth to make {rails and by

1800 the wnits stopned to prepare for the night approximately 300 yards
northwest of Hill A, (21)

At annrox1wat91y 1830 the 1524 Infantry received word from Divisioﬁ

"jw»'hhat an estimated battalion of the enemy hed been 31ghted in the Pass by

en artillery liaison plane. The Jepanese were advancing toward Olcng&po
the road in the vicinity of Hills B and C. (See lap C) This infor-

' their perimeter of the night belore to cover the sector north of the highe=

waye The 2d Lattalion, mopping up by=passed positions south of the road,

o w.  was emploved on the rizht flank. The Regimental CR.Crau

3

t vd in ‘i_[‘ U}'Le- oo, W s e

!Jo

|
:
X
!
‘7
!
|

i.

3d Battalione These positions offered excellont fields of fire +to the edge

of the junble and eflcct; ely coverpd the hl hweay 1n +he evenxwpf & braak-

e
PRIERNECCE LIRS o thmame o Ve £ o
- o -

RCTY
- . BN s
e

thro=gh of the lead¢ng DdttallOﬁ 8 positions. (22)

Shortly before 2000 the enemy artillery and heavy mortars began pound=-

RN e

ing the positions with unusual accuracye. Spasmodic infiltrations were reo=,

ported from several positions on the eage of the perimeter, but it is be=

| — lieved thet fire from Compeny !1's machine guns and the 8lmm mortars dise

P = courapied any attacks on a large scale. The fire from these machine guns

B
|
B
| .4
1

also enabled the cnermy 4o accurately locute the battalion positions in the

- darkness. Casuelties inflicted that night on the 3d Battalion includs

the commanding officer of Coupany X, Captain Thomes Yasm; his executive

officer, Lieutenant Vincent Kimberlin; the battalion §-3, Lieutenant James

Cunninghenm; and the heavy weapons Cconpany ocommander, Captain James Veste (23)

The next morning, 2 February, the battalion was ordered to by=-pass B S

R . the lst Battalion which was now proving at Hill 4, and continue the advance
e along the worth side of Highwey 7. Ino conjunction, the 2a satialiou was
directed to advance south of the roade The battalion moved out with Conpany

L leadiuge liinor pookets of Japanese which had infiltrated durine. the night
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o ~ highway approxinately one-helf mile beyond the lst Battalion CP loosted
. in 2 saw mill south of Highway 7.  (See liap C) (24% i
¢ Here the road wound into & giant horseshoe, which, at the far end, | §
, i
3 etched into a ridge forming near verticaml cliffs, To the north was a e §
P steep, bamboo covered hill uess and +o the south a deop orge cut its way i
| )
? v toward Familiar Peak, (See lap c) g
F - Company L, sent n@r%h‘thraugh~ﬁhe'hors@éhoeﬁ'w&é”givﬁn the mission of |
§ e ;
: clearing *the enemy from the hill and to destroy, any foregs.covrring nositirns e
o gt R X il | . .
on Iill Ae (See Ifap C) Compeny X was dirccted to dispatch a patrol to A
1
\ t
; : . - !
| the eastorn half of the horseshoe To uncover possible enemy positions §
o 5
which mav be blocmln the hlrhwa (25) B B T
Both efTorts bore fruite Consistently using flame throwers well fore 4
ward, Company L advanced through the Junble maze and uucceeded 1p clearlng o .
rvsmrins o v e B BT O A B B S 58

i P . . .
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A, the company was ordered to rejoin the battalio

~shank of the horseshoe., (See Iap c)

tion a sketch nan

ce channels. The sketch was returned on 7 February in the form of an
terpreted overlay aad wewnrandun from the
vealed tho main enemy defenses in Ziz Zeg Papg v

(866 linp C) and lator aotion atteated to itn nocuracy. Classi

(24) ’A-ﬁ '@; 10 ,"’,?%6?1‘?‘&&’&;&‘ ﬁ‘% nﬁ pﬁ‘& BY Al '““, il mulmﬁ ,”d e
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end of the horseshoe. (See Hep C)  Then it was learncd that the 1st

Battalion was beginning to place heavy concentrations of mortar onto Hill R

n in the lower bend of

the road,

This decision was further prompted because of +tho difficulty

units consistently encountered in locating their positions while opers=

ating in the jungle away from the highwaye  (28)

-y

Meanwhile,

Company K, advancing along and north of the winding road,

~encountered two strongly defended pillboxes about 300 yards up the eastern

The battalion assault team weas

immediately brought forwerd and the positions elimineted before operate

iR R
ions ceased because of darimess, buring the mopping up phase of this acw .

45 captured end gromptly dispatched tarough Intelligon=
1 ine
vivision Ge2e  The uveilay re-
8t of tho Santa liita River

floatllion
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given the map by the enemy had been "liost Secret's (27)

At day light on O February patrols were dispatched from the perim=
eter to clear the booby traps and flares installed the nizht hefore for

security. FPreparations werc bein;, made to continue the advance to the east

when +the battalion coumander was informed that the 34th Infantry, under

XI Corps control, would pass through and rclieve his unit. Upon being

relioved he was to withdraw to the vieinity of his first night's ﬁOrIMBtﬂ

[

ey BT NORFS KNG ) © OB ki - S0, thewally Tattalliow A Lth Tnfasbsr, vagwoass
through his position and continued toward the oeast, they ran into such

heavy resistance and heavy mortar concentrations from Hills B eand C

$ _— - “ a g yrm >
e e (G5 Tap-G)  -thot both-unite-kesome jemmcd in the resbrizied arzas Due-~

pa

to the resultant confusion, the 3d Battalion was directed to spend the

night in place. On 4 February it withdrew to the log;ing site where the

. . .- o e PR - s ’ ————— PP PR imr -y o I Uy Lo n“ L g
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The 3d Batielion reentered the Pass on 6 February and relieve@ the 24
Battalion, 34th Infantry, in the vicinity of 93?“cpry§ beYoné thélhbréeshoe.
 £?(866 Iiap C) During the past two days the 34th had comnmitted all three
~ 'ba talions in unsuccessful atlbempts to breai: through what now appeared to

be the eneny's main line of defensee The Japanese had repulsed repeated
L

" tank supported infantry attaci <8 by Ahe use of Funpe mines end nad inflicted

%ﬁheavy casualties on the 34th during head-on assaults against Hill C. (See

Tump c)  (29)

At 1100 on 6 February, the 38th Division Commender, Major General

‘H., C. Jones, visited the 3d Battalion command post in the Saw 11ill and

directed Lieutenant Colonel llangold to move down the hishway with a scction B SR
o 4 g
of tanks to oiicct a brealkbhrcughe It was Lolieved at the time that the

enemy had pulled back from Hill C after the assaults by the 34th Infant-

v‘ TYe (30)
Accordingly, Company 1 wag ordersd to advance astride the highway,

™ Fi - Yrande soln - " PRTY SN
(27 Promozsp of memooond slodch, porsenal pozssczion of Lisutesand

-
viviel Mhaiguid; (L) amu, pe 185 (27) =8, pe 203 (éu/ Fersonsl ntuteman%
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‘machine guns, to positions on a knoll north of the "3" curve., Companies K

_ . ~ - FTN .1 . b , 4 . 5 - ’. :
=884 L TAre noved o the santh and esst. of the.horserhoe bhenda. LWThe, RImn o

with 0né'piahoon, supported by &

i RIS - L B e ud

In order to fire on Hill C the tubes were given maximum elevation. At 1500,

~Pallowing .an oirstrile with Napalm bembe-and.s heevy.artillery ond. morie® rm -

AR
gy a1

~ support from two clsaring companies was required to evacuate the wounded

ular interest to tiie student of military history:

“sonal knovledeve

L

%écﬁion of tank;, direcﬁly on the road,
As the platoon and tonks roundsd the last curve in the "S" and approsached
the defile between Hills B and C, (See lap C) they were ambushed by
Japanese troops from both~sides'0f:the roads In the ensuing battle both'
tanks were knocked ouf and Lieutenant A. Re Bell, the platoon leader, ﬁas
killed. The company was forced to withdrawe. (31)

"”“”TRealizing the folly oi conbinuing head~on assaults against the enemy ” “7ffW”ﬁ'

position, Lieutenant Colonel llangold now moved Company I, with Company li's

LY e -~

"

mortars were placed in the "S" curve north of the highway. (See Iliap C)

o

preparation, Companies K and L assaulted the hill from the southwest. By

.....

late afternoon the pesition had been overrun with the exception of a small

ponket. sontai ning. BRIl RAN RS ¥REE LA, BHR G ERE R RID T ND T e B

The eneny was not long in retaliating egainst this penetration of his

poéition. While Compeanies K and L were engaged in movping up on Hill C,
heavy enemy 120mm mortar and artiilery concentrations were received all along
the "S" curve. licrbar ammunition in & trailer belonging to Compeny D, 152d
Infantry, ignited by a direct hit during thb action, added to the holocauste

Casualties to the 3d Battalion from this fire included a complete mortar

section and nearly half of the battalion aid station personnel. Ambulance

after counterbattery artillery had silenced the enemy's guns. (33)

Regarding this action, here are & few facts which will be of partic-

1 .t e e
ho focel ooint of

P othe cneyte [lre wes approximatvsly the center

Lo]
]
¢t

he "S§" curve, (See lap C) ol
At this point s trail lsd north bohind the knoll onVWhiﬁh Company
I had taken positions to support the agsault on Hill €, All

wnits Lighting north of the highway used this trail junotion to |
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start their hand-carrying parties with supplies to the forward
elements. Casualties also werzs svacuatod over this trail and

were picked up in ambulences at the junction.

-8+ Within a 300 yard radius of this junotion were located the 3d

Battalion CP, aid statlon and mo”tar DOultlonS-
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4, The trall gunctlon and all forementioned installatiohs were in

- - defilade from iills B and G (34)

Little time was wasted the next morning in clearing out the remain-

‘e

A askns he - awar (g s SV e . b P B L L L O S e L SRR B LS S SRR |l WM N Rk IR Lay A

ing oochat on Hill Ce The battalion's 81mm.nor+ars hlaced & flve ninute

... ... .. concentration of WP on the position which caused the Jananese holed un
SRR e - - - ) -

in the pill hoxes and surrounding entrenchments +to break and run across

- B e T 7 R e s e ) S R

“the higlway towerd Hill Be (See ifmp C)  The machine guns of Compeny

M opened up at 300 yards and killed 20 of the eneny caught in the open.
(35)
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The remainder of that day, 7 February, was spewt mopping up close in

positions on either side of the nighway. Company I and the Company I
machine guns, from their positions north of the road, assisted the 1st
Battalion which had taeken Hill 4 after three days of hedVy fighting, and

was now assaulting the northern helf of Hill Be (See iap C) Airstrikes

were continued in support of the assaulting troops. {36)
On 8 February Companies ¥{ and L moved north of the highway ‘o permit

~the 151st Infantry %o COﬂtlDLG the assault towarﬂ the east, abreast of the

152d Infantry on the northe The remainder of the day and all of-the next
'if was spent in methodically mopping up on the southern half of Hill B and
close~-in positionse. During this period numerous caves, emplacements and

isolated pockets were reduced. All pusitions overrun were demolished to S o

prevent furiner use Dy the enemy during his habitual night infiltrationse

C On 10 Fevruary dhe 3a Fattelion wes wi hﬁ. arm to the saw =ill aresa Lo

replace the 24 Battalion as Division reserve, (57)

(84) Personal ldwowiedge; {35} Pereousl stalemwat, 16 Deo 47, anukenant

Golonsl wengold; (30) lFersonal imowledges (87) A=5, De 44e
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Vith the elimination of the enemy positions on Hills R and C, the

advantage of terrain now foll to the assaulting troopss (See liap C) To

the front the Japanese defensive belt continued to be disposed in depth

but emch ridge to be encountered was successively lower in elevation une

' til reaching the Sante Rite Niiver. .iask-of.the river ke torraiiagain TTTE
*“'»W"- i AP W I .

formed rugged, steep, jungle-covered hill nassess  (38)

Livision co.mander now evolved a coordinated assault toward the

1 ’ east to effegh s
o' R a2 Y T VRO )

G Rion with the 1404k Lafantey, whichi™tiau esATASTEd %IV

Corps in the vicinity of Dinalupihen on 5§ February and had now acdvanced

westward to within 2500 yards of the Sante Rita Ri

ivers His forces driving

o eﬁgﬁwar@mpergn@;qposag,as“fallaws;m«tc the-kelt Llanl: 306 yards sorth ot ey

the highway, the lst Battalion, 152d; next in line with its right flank

on the highway, the lgt sattalion, 151st; south of the highweay, +the
e ?d B&ttal*ens, 15.’ anT “5;*%,11‘_x‘ at order. T‘c;wa‘ﬂet“z&ao“ 3e§ne "&594;*T;“:L§%;”J; {
. N L LR PR vy el [t U o~ - . #op

‘the assault when they were again corvitted on 11 February to £ill a gap

| which oxisted between the two bat:alions north of the highwey. (See lap C)

s doutes iy

About midafternoon the same day the Sd bettalion was given the zone re-

¥ o sponsibility of the lst Battalion 151st, when that regiment was relisved
P B 9 3 O

and assenbled at Olongapo to prepare for another nission.  (39)

By nightfall 11 reoruary, the battalion had advenced apainst stube

born resistance and occupied the ridge just west of a hair-nin curve in

| ~ the higiway. (See liap C) Compenies X and L Joined perimeters on the hill

next to the road while Company I occupied the ridge 150 yards to the north,

That night Cdmpany K'acboﬁnted'for 50 enemy dead by tossing hand grenades

down the slepe of the hill into the Japanese as they shoubed and chattered

in preparation for an attack against the positione (40)

wre

with Companies I and ¥ abreast, X on the right, the battalion Con= 1
tinued the atiack on 12 Fovruary. Company L followed the assault and ,
mopped up in caves and by~nasged pesiticnses The leading olements ade
venced metihodically Lehind mortar and artillery preparations to reanh i
a-—«-—! " ot o ry
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night positions within 600 yards of the blown bridge over the Santa Rile
foan S ’?"’fm;

During that day vasf stock piles of rice, ammunition,

Fore g

River. (See lap C)

clothing dumps end a dump of new enemy flamethrowers were captured. (41)

) - MISSI0N ACCOMPLISHED

of crossing the

4D A RN R 0B T O 4 4 NS g e

Santa Rita Diver and seizing the hipgh pround on the north side of the

E ~ highway. (See ifap C) Concurrent with this aitack, Company &, 152d -
e e Pl antry, ware b0 dispaciihr we ir =lemdng poirol sodee zzuth and 098k F0 e

contact the 149th. The batielion cormander, after a preliminary recon=

naeissance, decided to smeke the hill mass with his 8lmm mortars and cross

(42)

behind Gtk w3 wo. cQipaniosa .
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Both missions were accomplisheds At 1120 Company G contacted Company

A, 149th, and tied in with the latter's wire line, thus providing commui=

S—— e R O Lo ey £ L Gy B e 1 TANILIL VIES Q0 ROSBE LI

ession of the objective north of the highway. The advance had not been

easy. C“nemy snipers were active during the sveoep climb and frequent halts

had been necessary while patrols dislodged them from their camouflag ed

postse Company L had been stopped in their ascent on the left and while

this opposition was being contained, Company K by-passed to continue the

attacke After lmocking out three pillboxes sited to cover the nilpimiay

to their south, the corpany began preparing perimeter ositions on the
] J [+ i s o

objective, about 500 yards east of the river. (See lap C)

vhile the men wero constructing their night defenses, fire from two
mechine guns swept the area from a position just outside the perimeters
Timberlin, recovered iron wounds received carlier, and now

in: the company, wrabbed a BAR and slipped into the thick undergrowth

e el

4o silence tue machine guns, IHe was mlisted noan armed with

an sutomatic carbine. The two men succceued in outflanking the position

(41) Personal Imowledge; (42) Personal stetement, 23 Dec 47, Lieutenant
Colonal Brower,
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end killed the 12 members of the orew. The remainder of that night was
spent in comparativo quiet. To the vast, approximately 800 yards, the
leading elements of the 149th were in perimeter. (43)

et st - andTL 14 B8 AL, ComaaaT e Kee ARG o & - vy € i g——— ThH=the mis¥yeg ™ - TR T T

of contacting *the 149%h Infantr-. ZSouth of the h

ighwray, Companics E and

F, 152d Infantry, had crossed the river and were attached to the 3d Lat-

T ks LA gy e g e TR AT L s e APt cunk S T e
tolicn for operofional ¢6ATrCl to aiTa@®™ . o joiniug of the two forces. RS

Company ¥ proceeded with caution throusn the thick Jungle to avoid becom-

‘o

- P L s s e

[}

ing involved in a £ight with their own units. At 1330, after meeting

Anlar

s B0V miner reeistonce, Lhe CTupuay” Made" Tontadt withi™the 24¢ Thtualion, ™ 7T
149th, approximately 300 vards north of the highway end 1200 vards cast

of" the river. See lap C) Mopping up along the road was concluded by
/ )41 8 £ J

- B L L
- - .

lo of Zig-Zog Pusewas over ™™ (44) 07 ooemeso

AUALYSIS AI'D CRITICISIA

Considering the fact that this operation marked the first combat

for the majority of the participating units, it is the opinion of the

.

author that the destruction of the Japanese forces in Zi: Zag Pesc was

C

eccomplizhed in a minimuwy of time. find whilc meny casualtics were no doubt
caused by a lack of recent intense treining in juagle warflare, after a
Btudy of the enemy's scheme of defense in the Pass it is not inconceivable
that the Japanese could have held out indefinitely againet a vastly -

guperior forco. UBe as it may, by 14 Pehruary the 38th Division had ac-

somnted Lor 1846 ensemy dend and taken 18 prisoners, thereby removing the

greater purt o. the 39th Japanese Rogiment fron the Order of netblo, (46)
For comparative purposes, the casualties in the 3d Rettalion

dﬁring Lhas opsration inwlude& id cilicers and 221 enlistud men, killed

Cor wouwnded; two officere and 12 enlisted nen, died ol wounds, and one

officer and 64 enlisted men, non~hettle injuriocs., A larve nercentege

of' the nen-hettlic wouwids were bamboon avta. anraine and lenlaer
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boness Only 12 of the latter ovdcuations resulted from battle fatigue

‘or psychiatric disorders.  (46)
Several factors which contributed to the success of this oparaticn‘

| are apparent to tho atuuonﬁ-

| -nmv TRETT e W R TR R T R SR AL T T APPSR SV TS SHLEIN I S LN DR AT AL LS AT IR T RN TR )
le The selection of an initial landing site away from the main de=-
. feuses of tue eunemy eunablod tho asseult broops to gaia o firm
“M ' oA vm m "‘“ :
" foothold Without the conrusion wnd di L culty of reorponization
b .
which accompanies en opposud landing,
| " 2+ The decision to eofivelop the narrow dofensive belt in Zig Zag
e X - Pass by sending the 149th Infantry around %o the north and eaat |
to strile the enemy froam the rear, wos o simple, but wise mane
euver, Tnis movement effectively divided the enemy's forces

i.obhe full stron;th of his posite"

-

and preveu&ed h;m fr0u br;
ions Yo bear ageinst the atlackers at any one tine.
3e INelieving the 34th Logimental Combat Team of any responsibility

in the Corps beachhead and sending it rapidly south on Highwey

7, caught the enemy off guard and provented him from menning his

S propared defenses along Subic day.
4, The capture intact of all the main bridges between tne beachhead
end Zig Zug Pess by this maneuver reduced the period of operate
ion by seoveral duys. ,
. Be The rapid capturs of Olongapo permitted the emphibious forces to

divert incoming supplies from the San Narciso area to the Port
of Olongapo on D plus three, thus insuring a shorter supply dis=-.

‘ance for wit

Sk

Transportalbion.

After initial contact in force was made with the enemy in Zig Zag -

1
.&.),,

GiLT hi

el 4~ A S R .
QICarg wo WiIVve Wil 65—c,-—83"av’

- Paas; it is belisved repasied cugh along

go8t the 3¢ sattalion end other units needless casualties., While little

‘pther toan that sleaned Urom gueriile reports was imown of the
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defenses initially, it was logical +o assuﬁe that the Jevenese nad sxcole
lent observetion all along the highway and that eritical points would be
accurately plotted for ertillery and morter concentrations in his plane-
ned defensive firese. The captured enemy sketch map and lator action

wroved this 4o beo i
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The 3d Battalion comrander, Lt. Colonel ! larold i, I'angold, had this

LA

to say of the operation, "lor the first six days we were not given any bounde H
ye N G E Y R N S it ?”MQ

coe e QTR S o jehIVEE TS zones B Re ction; our onl orders beln to contlnue i
1.1 e ] 0 3

the attack Lo the easts. It seemed to me, they (hisher headquarters) were B

trying to breal: through the pass by brute strength alone, i ving no ate
tention to maneuvers They. piled.up three snd Lour battslions. Riongrbhe e 3
I | g
| road to await comaittment when there was only room for one." (47) £
| llore time Ior reconnaissance should have been given the 152d Inf= %
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through the 34th Infantry and continue the attack on 31 January 1545, The

Napalm bombs and Vhite Phosphorous shells proved very effective in

difficulties which causcd both relieved and relieving units to be jarmed u
(S}

: by fire from the enery could have been alleviated by directing relief in
1 place by a cormany at a time and vermitting sufficient time for the bate
I
&
: talion end company cormanders to make & recoraisssnce prior to an attacke
, : ;
: i Unit cormanders were limited in map reconmrsissance by tho dearth ‘ {
: of larye scale maps and aerial photographs. The latter wore not issued
. o
|
T prior to tie attack and difficulty was encountered in locating positions
¥
| . . N . -
3 and making map studies of the terrain from the 1/50,000 scaled maps ave
E:; ir' e '
: ailable for the western half of Zig Zag Poss, (48) L
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removing the thicl fslic o giowing over the vremy defenseses FPillboxes
:?;M end covered caves were easily singled out and assauléced once tiwe natural
.. camouflege vas hurned wiay. Tho worale ci.ost, both to the cnomy and

owr ovin Lroups, canuoh Lo overlovked in tho use of these potent muite
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iona, Turin the sporation YOS O80 cellang af Y saln, 243 tons of Lombt
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and 1, 728

»000 rounds of calibre +50 ammunition were expended in aj
strikes., (49)

Despite the fact that the men and offlcers of Company‘ﬁ weres tired \

and nd exiausted after zgk;ng dheir.

. R R iﬂ"“;""";fi“’
,@bjeetive waBL 0l the SEYTH Ti¥s River 7 v
fore s i G s N PLAS N . /." _1,‘:
13 February, the company commander ican be eriticized for not sending out’ ¢
i S e screening force while the utlt Was preparing its perimeter for the night. :
i i o
{ o ! . , . Ay TR Dinasiame’
The prompt dispatch of patrols jpto. the FOOGR , in Al elas having
o eetr P . W.A rysy, L LT L ) LAY oyt . ")y
one man on guard whilc +wo men dug on the three-man slit trenches, was g
& - - ) ’ . = - L3 ' i
usually done when preparing for the night, and the same procedure in this !
81tuat10n would have ﬁreVunuea tno eneiny fvngmggttinn near the Lompagy s v g

perld Core

The eneuwy was quiock to reéoccupy ground he had lost once the assault~

“mwih”~@F0005“WitﬂéTéW’ """" ‘Lh@ Séuu ;nf&ztr gained g foothold
e e
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on Hill C on 4 February but withdrew to the "s" curve to reorganize af-

ter suffering neavy casualties

fron its head op assault against the pPoS=

itions The Japanese quickly took advantage of this and reoccupied the

entire hill which had to b retaken on 8 Pebruery. On one other occage
ion, 4 februery, the lst Battalion, 1524 Infantry, gained the top of
Hill 4 aftor suffering heavy casualties, but was forced. +
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cause tiae battalion intrenching set was not taken along.,

was reotaken the follow

. ance. (50)

An observation on the previous training of the 3d Battalion must bs

noted here. ‘'hile its contribution to the war effort was no doubt sreat

in the performnance of stevedore duties at Cro o hay, New Guines, late in
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1844, it is believed that many valueble trai ning hours were teien from

the troops and junlor ollicers, ‘hege hours could have Les; Epuat prof

ad W

'itably in the nearbv Juigle in th

e porfection of wuuit taotlios,
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the Japanese would have rscognized the same fanetical nizht "banzai" char

o83 infiltrations whioch were characterized by shouting and the calling

of names of American troops from the surr

ounding jungle, and the stub=

born, determined defense put up by the individual enemy soldier as he

uﬁa'ed in pos ;LAou§Mwhithbad pean hy=passads

It is the opiesen of 4he . R

author that the enemy's defenses laid in the mountainous terrein of northe
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W

- ern Bataan oresentod one of the 1o diff'icult to be encountered by Amerie

cen trocps in the Pacific Theatre. The men of the 3d Battalion learned

" s R B T wrmn PN RN LY . Sl
..f:u)nt:‘,.r. Bdiva o el Napdy VB e, e Ny o
many lessons in tdOLr 1n1t1al combat and nrouaolv meny of those mention-
‘ . 1
ed below will serve as re-emphasls to the cowbat veteran, g3

{ ot | g
k le Troops used in jungle warfare require special training, %
i{ 2o Fire and maneuver are prime consmderatlons in Jungle warfare and S %
| S— mwm*dﬁ?ﬁlﬁpment tor en atiack is & lengthy process. §
i :
! 3s Jungle restrictions on observation affect reconnaissanco, employ=
i _ . .
1 .
5 - ment and ranze of weapons, and the use of supvorting firese
1- | |
; 4. Speed is essential in gaining possession of critical bridges
£
| “and terrain featurese
) 5 Captured documents and prisoners of war are s prolific source
i! -
5
5 S
‘3 6s In atiacking a strong defense in depth limited objectives must \
| "7 be given, ‘ o

B S 7o Holding ground once gained is less costly in lives than retakxng

3

the same ground after = W1tnarawal. : mem e B

8e Lar-c scale 8L

- are essenvial to wnit commanders during an ope-

i
f
E

- eration in a restricted areus

¢ Intrenching equipment iust be .:.,'i.Ide:i.ﬁ'bely‘ available once an ob- . .

7**3@@%1?@ to be coeugied iy ained,

| 10, Napalm and Vhite Phosphorous ere effestive in revealing posl- !
| |

5 ' tlouws Lidden by natural vegetation, 1
"y ;
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1l. Covering forces arc essential to security during the oc-

G

cupation of an obhjective.

-enemy can be effectively reduced by good leadership.

e e B e L T -

PR Da aeowe ety

L T LT
ppoigity - e e

o AN amban ens N P 0

oy A AW

PSR RPN

«
¥
o R S AR S G Wi o Uy

TRET p g s e




‘-.#

it e T R e T e o IR 0 | o W Wy

A e T . R . v s b AT

e e e £ e e S L FeETRGNT

1

=

\ : '

LUZON SITUATIO

L LT R G L W pte o A 3 .nm Lot 2 R Tl g i e A A - SRR : <>

q}u- Fhw T - 2 P 2~ Bt

N

erethn ey

ok ]

it

PN T
OCEAN

R T I

XXX
A i ..~_-,-'-....-'. I e
8. . LINGAYEN '
g &V, |
\ SCALE
w : ) g3 :
23 JAN 45 50 e St 50
e e e :
MILES
Rx,"l ~.
e mogti=l Tl W e NASUGBY
= ‘—1" : s A
a4 JAN 45
'_ * ort o) s _._.._,,...9...-.4,..,_.:..d,_,.-,j,_?._._,-,._ .'"i“‘“f“. e . “‘w"‘"’““f;"'“

- ' . iLET e ————

r

B e T TR S SO ENPS- = T




-

-

-
e I S

-

-
)

a£

T i

B b 2 r ; " - R “-cnm.nnuvﬂv e I R e I e e . R A
E' b e - .MA: . e m S b&' e i - e . w Wﬂ'ﬁ“' 5 4
- -
oy (R R e nm o MEee - /. ¥ ? P - . - e arvew. . ‘o
= =S, | |
) - |
Eind
ik
-
-~
g
-
-
e
Ee ol
-
LEN
.
= N
L ]
-y
-
=
-
=
i L, e, s e e = AV o s T ...‘m_l-rw‘-- W T e VR NS T - e e R m-— b =Leviit gt A o A ——— | —— e
o
]
' nNYe 'l
D ans ™
-
L
L
S -
o - ot e e
s . : L -
> §
. a
— -~ - i, t
: C. : ..ﬂ - o E
. - B [
> ~ B i
! S N .,, e ar JH o s P ; &5 ..',
- - 2 i
s oty ETE N
o - - i
: (. - I
1 ko ~ i
-~ n» v 1
- !
i
$
g
.5
4
. BAY
-h
s
L
- "
s : ,
Y] \ -
| <
: [
b % r
o |
L Bl
i f
¢ d 4 i
g ety an 8t !
g g e tTeB ] =
g ¢ 2 i i
s
- ® b
W i -, i
M l , - {
A B ’ -
"™ --
= :
——— LY
w
’ “ -
OPERATION ARLA | :
I!;u;... - e Ip S g e m«Mﬁm..n.M‘*‘-rWlﬂ’ WWMMP {‘-..‘!.'wm_!b“' m M g ] Al TR | :"'w" e '::":" u ey e T XTI ﬁ o~ ! :,my .& &
# I.
’ |
' -~ e A ' " " e " G BT R IR R T AT S T S amt b r o T1 ’ Ryt [ 4
' gy Y -, A PRS0 g o - e Q’i Al _ 't""f’?'-"“qu*"".’Mm IS U YRw f ..H,,‘?-L}-"""".'-'-m A0 oy I oy i : . 4 4 SRR
1 ’ ! . LR " ,,:, / b” hhﬁn g ’ e d L B 14 pasly B ek ¥ ' = - o e ’ " s N RY RN M F R e W Y i LA TR
‘ ' o et /! - o " - “@x o |
o A o g " -
| ’ e i e 10 b e
N YR ",‘ w L y
| 4
| m:'” TN 'R LA ’




- P — R e
-. - : ;,.Q - @ P N . B ey AL e BN e ¥, - s Bea it - ‘r-'lﬂ - : 3 - e -. T .
%3 1. wrt 4}# b N - w* — e - AR IS e R e At ¥ L IERILE P =2 e : - ; s o 3
. ..‘L' - o Ads ,-J-;n*—w-. o W e o SOy - Mo . utt - s 2o pmniey . Ww -:-::- - vy ST SRRSO S———ry. mm, ‘,m Pt & Porws GBI, i
- . ’ s b o R P e R (TR L e dor Hemy r F
. - Pr- et
T - e L -y —— 2 e ' N . - et “. TN s, T Ry 4 1 TR
- e R
-~ - =
b -
o » - b A '
A -
» LY ' b
- -
- t‘*
* & S : -
= W - -~ - ¥ .\:‘
.y - N
N\
r £
i & N
-~ Y
. b
‘ N
N \
2 o
i \ : h
. '\\ T
A » .
. D) | it
- 3 L
- b \% .%
- oy * ‘
%
: i \ \‘\ 9 ullgtmu‘ 4
o Py, L Ay al e preeese 4 e Ny - e i . kaac‘:" ea - - TP - T T ey \‘-‘N.:{t ah, -l-\-mu."' ‘..‘- e L r. ,,__..-.‘.%.. presTy W R i, 0o o, A8 e o W
' . " L » .
e i s oy 1
- L
- l‘ - - ~ '
b Y l‘ e
a5 - ey
= L : ;
5 & LY - = 2,
T I A ‘o 2,
% >
":\ "};: “'.@
% % z
% b £
N % %
b Y L e
[ 2
S ~, “ar
L3 s, 5
.‘ {’ - .
b ! s
v %
oy %, CON TACT H‘l330 FEB45 |
" [ et
4 Ak L, oy oY ity In A gy =, ---:?m-m o -~ -+ - v wn, h ABb i o ‘__;’%‘_“, = e LR :.—, nru'«wx A Sk b e R w e ke
o v
Ay e
% vy
Y ‘ =
‘a‘\ . e
A\ <
AL pi
S, t:‘f:f.‘ 2 e
\ . : .
S
N
%

L.O6GING SITE

g =
P00 s cgaggesrt VA

LY
e !
..... ﬁ“ a @l {{’ e "&
: O il % =
o “ﬂ b bane -
= 'ﬂ ‘o - e
- - 2 ; -
] R TS -
.;" .:- ‘b 300»’ : : : - :
- °
< = k ; y® % "h 0y > .I - -
~ e - % = i
< = . &% FAMILIAR PEAK . - :
& 57 - 3
— - - -
: SCALE - =2 : -
froot i - - 8
- - N : o e " \‘ ] - ,’ / ' i 9
- : ; ; : ; - o "'i ‘Q\ -
> T 7] 2 ~ : -
o ‘: b - -
= - - w » il
' i 2 - i e e - ~
T i~ s i 3 : S ' i
- YARDS s S X ;
» - 8
I 3 J ’ et :
. 4 L
e ~ﬁ .
s o !
» a
, i
- .
L] )
L] : :
bt ! o i :
-
OLON : | i~ P |
GAPO - o IAF
- ‘.: L RN . AW 4 AT E % oo AP b " i PPy . 18,7 ﬁ']#‘i ' u i"‘ ::“‘]i b At e L '\n“ AL b TR I v PO s PO g St ey e T e '.‘f_. :T‘ ?‘_‘_.‘-f-,,;. WP BT Ve ’i"‘lﬁ-’v Wik 'iir[.l.;,,--:_l,.. - 'Ir'i"?;' .,-" ~ - .',.'_,_:.M _' i e ”:,---':"--I—r:vknipl L et Jalul‘-'i\"l#\ﬁr!'-'ﬁ‘-!i.”'{;-aw--;:v i"'{q{F _'.-": 4 A bty
' mm-hbmyv i L T T L ) TP ST T LR, R PR f‘l"n 13 g 4f el g :W!hn-.:rm-w PR LU TRt T Y LR 4 (L EAFUT ML A Q .f % =. AL pﬁli; mu TR TER n"ul Tyl 3 ' " ! L s Sl A0 e ]
5 ﬂ‘_. L " ire " " T ] A= H r-..-|
~ [} ¥ by
. - ON AND & -
-~ r
T‘: ' ' : - - ‘ T e i ey | wmuww ]
i, / wr # A ¥ i il il g e *—-r-r"‘ o dgey M‘t i s i o Y
L ‘,@_ T ki 3 st /3 1..;. ij* “!!}f1 M "'?i W v Wbm
o
- - P ———
-
-
-
e
-
il
RN ey, .




