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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY A, 330TH IKFANTRY (83D INFANTRY
DIVISIOR) AT BASSE CONTES, FRANCE (ON THE FRENCH, LUXEN~
BQURG, GERMAN BORDER) 4 - 6 NOVEMBER 1944.
{RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)

(Personsl Experience of a Platoon Leader)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of Compeny A,
330th Infantry, 834 U, s.-nivision,_iﬁ the assault and
capture of Le Stromberg Hill, e prominent terrain feature
on the west side of the Moselle River and nérthsast of
Basse Contes, France., Ab this time Company A was under
the command of Captain James M, Wemble snd the battalion
was commanded by Lt. Colonel Lloyd R. Fredendéhl.

In order to erient'the reager 1t is necesgary to _
present briefly the major éyenta leading up to this action,.

By Septemﬁar of 1944 the crushed German armies poured
acrosas France to sesk the shelter offered by the Siagfried
Line, with the sllied armies in pursuit. The mad dash by
the combined American, British, Cansdisn, and French Armies,
under the command of General Dwight D. Eisenhower, resulted
in lengthening supply lines and widened frontages to such
an extent thet regrouping,_resupplyinq, end replanning was
necessary. (1) In early November the Allied Armies were
‘on line, from north to south, as follows: (See Map A)
| l. Canadian lst Army | |

2. British 24 Army
3. American lst Army

(1) A-1, p. 37,38; A-2, p. 10, 11; A-4, pe 53,




4, Americsn 34 Army
| 5. American 7th Army
Tha French 1st Army was in position southwest of the
American 7th Army., (2) |
Allied atrategy at this time eelled for the continu.
ation of the offensive, on the western front, with a dis-
persal of power. The initisl operation envisaged was to _

close to the Rhine River and inflict a declsive defeat upon
- the eneﬁy.. (3)

THE GENERAL SITUATICR

The order to the 3d U, S. Army was three fold: firast,
to envelop the Mets defensive works from the north and the
south and to destroy the enemy in his withdrawal from this
area. Secondly, to advance northeast within the army zone
to éeize the Mainz-Frankfurt-Darmstadt area and, finally,
to be preﬁared for further action.to the northeast. (&)

General George S. Patton assigned this plen to the
XX Corps: 1% was $o envelope Metz and simultaneously ecross
- the Moselle River in the vieinity of Thionville with the
'mission'of secuﬁing a8 bridgehead and jump off posiﬁion for
the advance to the northeast. '(5) (See Map B)

The U. S. 90th Infentry Division on the left flenk of
the XX Corps and Third Armj?ﬁas ordered to cross the Moselle
" north of Thionville‘and attack soﬁthéast, to meet the 5th
Us Se Infaﬁtry Division somewhére east of Metz, and thus
form the northern srm of the envelopement, Ths 10th U, S,

(2) a-2, p. 766; A-3, Map No. XI; (3) A-4, p., 543
(4) A-5, p. 124; A-3, pe 673 (5) A-5, pe 124; A3, D.67.
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Armored Division was to cross behind the 90th Division
and adfﬁnce to the northeast. (6) (See Map B) 

The 80th Division selected two crossing sites, one
at Malling and the other at Cattenom, In meking plans
for the crossing the 90th Division learned, through in-
formation from friendly'cifilians and foot réconnaissance,
thaﬁ the pﬁaminént hill immedistely to their north and en
the west bank Qf.ths Moselle was occupied by the enemy and
afforded excellent observation of the crossing sites, Thls
prominent terrain feature was in the 1t Army zone and 80
would have to be taken by nother units (8) The mission
of cgpturing and ocduﬁying Le Stromberg Hill was sssigned
 te the 83d U, 8 , Division, commanded by Major General
'Robert.c. Kéccn, which was locaﬁed immediately north of
the 90th Division (See Map C) and was under the aperaﬁion-
&1 control of the 3d Ammy's XX Corpse (9)

In the meantime the 324 Cavalry Reconnaissance Squed-
ron had been attached to ‘the 834 Division on 1§ October
1944 and was assigned positions on line, relieving elements
of the lst Battslion, 330th Infaﬁtrj fram’their positions
on the west side of thalnosalle River from Beméraehnn to
Basse Kontz (inclusive), (10) .(Sae Map D} Shortly after
taking thelr positions on line a ﬁnit of the 324 Cavalry
reported that 1t was occupying Le Stromberg'ﬂill. It later
developed that the positions they réported held were on the
west slope near the bottom, the Germens occupied the top
and apparently were satlsafied with the observation this
(6) A~6, D. 168; A-7, p. 53,345 (7) A-7, p. 34; (8)

Statement of Major 0.,C. Telbot, Regt'l 8-3,355th Inf,, 90th
Division; (9) A-5, p. 124; A-9, p. 57; (10} A-9, pe 55,56,
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afforded them as they permitted the 32nd Cavalry.unit to
remein in their positions at the bottom of the hill for
several days before firing'on them and forciﬁg their with-
drawa to more favorable'positions; fsée Mép D) (11)
| Upon receiving the XX Corps order to seize the high
ground at Basse Kontz, the 83rd Division ordered.Campany B
of the 308th Englneer Battslion, 83rd Infantry, to join
wiﬁh the 32nd Cavelry Squadron to capture the hill. The
attack was launched at 0900 on 4 November 1944, and moved
-acrosé the open terraln %o the édge of the objeétive where
the Germans made use of their excellent ébservation atop
Le Stromberg hill to bog down the attadk with small armﬁ,
artillery aﬁd mortar fire. (12) (See Map D) |
Shortly after noon it hecame aﬁpafant that the attack

was not succeeding and Division issusd s warning order to

- the 330th Infantry to be prepared to move through the 3Znd

Cavalry and Company B, 308th Engineer, and take the hill.

By eérly evening 1t was defihitely established that the

_attack had failed and Division ordered the 330th Iﬁfantry

to jump off the following morning. (13) |
THE BATTALION PLAN

The mission fell to the lst Battalion which was in?.
regimental reserve at Burmersnge. The battalion was to
‘move under cover of darkness to positions in the rear of
the 1line of departure and to attack at 0800 the following
morning. An enveloping maneuver was planned with Compsany
(11} a-5, p. 55, 56, 5%; Personsal knowledga;' Statement
of Bn., Exec, Officer; (12) A-9, p. 57; Statement of Bn,
Exec. Officer; Personal knowledge; (13) A-9, p. 57;
Statement of Bn. Exec. Off.; Personal knowledge.
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B on the left jumping off from the high terrain west of
Le Stromberg Hill in a holding attack. Company A on the
_right_was to attack northeast from Basse Khntz around the _
slopes of the hill end Gompany G, in reserve, pfepared to
follow Company A on order. The attack was to be preceded:
by concentrated;artillery end mortar fire upon Company B's
objective and the top of the hill. (14) (See Hﬁp D)

At 1730 the battalion commander, Colonel Lloyd R.
Fredendahl, Jr., received the order from regiment to move
into position and prepare to attack at 0800 hours, 5 Nove
ember 1944, Captain Bugens P, Fritts, Battallon Executive
Officer, immedistely alerted all companies %o be prepgred
to move in 30 minutes.anﬂ ordered the company commanders
to bring two_guides and report_to_ﬁhe battalion Commend
Post at once. Upon arriving, the guldes were collected,
oriented as'to thelr respective cam@any locationa, and
moved out to meet their companiés on srrival and gulde
them into position. (15)

An operations overlay was given to each company com-

mander and the followlng oral order was presented: (16)

- {8ee Map D)
1 Bn 330th Inf _
Burmerange, Luxemboursg \ .
041730 Nov 1944 ux“\
opn 0 -- h

Meps: Luxembourg 1:25, 000 Mondorf
1. 8. An estimated reinﬁorced.company of Germans are oc-

-eupying positions on the west bank of the Moselle River

(14) A-9, p. 57; 8Statement of Bn. Exec, 0ff.,; Personsal
knowledge; (15) Statement of Bn. Exec. 0ff.; Personal .
knowledge; (16) This order has been reconstructed from
information given by the Bn. Exec. O0fficer and perscnal
knowledge of the situation,
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and hold a line extending from the southeast end of Basse
Koﬁtz through the wost side of Le Stromberg Hill %o
‘Schangen inclusive.
- be (1) I gnd K troops of the 32d Cavalry Squadron
- and Cqmpany B, SOBth Engineer Battalion are now - in
' position on the western slope of Le Stromberg HI11
and are occupying the major portion of Basse Kontze
(2) 24 Battalion is on our left: 90th Division
is on our_right. _ _
(3) 324th Pleld Artillery Battelion (Medium
' Battglion organiec to 834 Diviaion)tis in direct sup-
] pcrt. . |
2. a, The lst Batﬁalion will seize Schengen, Le Strom- 7
berg Hill, and that portion of Basge Kontz in enemy hands,
b, (1) The attack is to be mede from the present
front lines with B Company on the left and A Gompany
;on the right. |
(2) Boundaries are on the battalion overlay.
| (3) Attack will begin et 0800 hours 5 Nov. 1944,
5. 8 A Company will attack southeast to the end of
| Le Stromberg Hill then sweep northeﬁst in an envelopment
'mgve.l _
be B!Gompeny (plus one machine gun platoon, Company D)
wiil attack the left portion of'Le Stromberg Hill in a
“holding attack and continue on order.
c. D Goﬁpany (minus one mmchine gun platoon) 81 um
'mortars'will beiin general suppoit: one machine gun platoon

g will be in general support initislly snd will displace on




order.,

d. C Company in reserve will prepare to follow

A Compsany.

4.

xXs (1) The western slope and crest of Le Stroﬁberg _
Hill is heavily mined with snti-tank and anti.personnel
mines, _

(2) Attacking units will report the location of
minefields. | _

(5) The 324 Gavalry will essist the lst Babtalion.

(4) Company B, 308th Engineers (orgsnic to 83d
Division) will assist by clearing miﬁefields.

(5) The 324th Pield Aitillery'Battslion will fire.
a preparation at H minus & on B Company'!s objectlve

- and on the top of Le Stromberg Hill,

(6) D Company's 8] mm mortars will fire & pre-
paration at H minus 5 on B Company's objective and on
the top of Le Stromberg Hill, _
ae Kitchens will remain with battaliun train in

Burmerange.

‘b. Bsggage guards will remain in battalion train,

Ce Battalion amrmani tion supply point shown on bat-

talion overlay.

8.

d. Battalicn ald station showﬁ on dverlay. _

o, A hot breakfast will be se#ved at 0600 hours.

a. (1) Battalion will lay wire to all the company
Commsnd Posts with priority to Company A and Company

. Be

(2) Radlos will be silenced untll 0800: current



301 in effect. o ' _

(3) Attacking compenies will signael for 11ftiﬁg
artillery fires with a red star parachute flare when
thelr movement becomes masked. _
b. (1) Battalion Command Post will remain in Burmerange.

(2) _Battalion Observation Post located as shown
on overlay

(3) As soon as company Command Fosts are estab-
lished battalion 1s to be notified of their location.

Lleyd R. Fradendahl, Jr.

- Conmanding
DISTRIBUTION: A

THE COMPANY SITUATION AND PLAN

When the commander of A Company reburned the men moved
out carrying full_field'packs and headed due east fo take
advantage of the concealment afforded by the woods between
the Germans snd the route of march. Darkness had fallentby
the time the open area was reachgd and the company pro=-
ceeded toward Basse Kontz unobserved. Able Company was
at the head of the columm, followed by B Company, D Company,
end the battalion Observation Post party in that order.
¢ Company had e separate route of merch as its destlination
" was Gendren, (17) '(See Map D)

. The men were in high spirits as they moved and morale
was excellent. Company A had been fortunate during the
past six weeks in keeping its casuslties to a minlmmum,

The company misaion in Luxembourg up tc this time had been

to mainteln an aggressive. defense from poasitions along the
{17) Personal knowledge.
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Moselle River through extensive patrolling sction into |
German territory. Although the men had participated in
AuUmer ous ;eeonnaissance patréls, the company had lost only
8ix men in as meny weeks. (18)

. The company was sllightly sbove full strength with ap-
proximately 190 enlisted men and & officers, Three of the
officers had been with A Gompény since the division was
activated and the remalning three were replacements wheo
haﬁ as yet seen no ccﬁbaﬁ. 0f the enlisted men, 30% had
tralned with & éempany_in tha.states.whila 40% were combat
ssasoned rapiacements who had seen action with other uﬁits.
The remaining 30% were completely green troops who had been
rushed frqm:the states'as replacements and had rgceiVed the
" bulk of their training sinca.joining the company. (19)

As the hesd of the colunn approsched the trail junction
:oh the high_grdund northwest of Béaae Kontz. (See Map D}
Captain Waﬁble, the company comnmender was met by the guides
- who racommsnﬁed that the compsny proceed Into town along
the trall as the hard surface road was the 6hject of sporadic
mortar fire, The msrch continuad.lahoriously along the
muddj,.slippery tralil down the steep 3lopes of the hill and,f
outside of a few epllls followed by soft cursing in the :
darkness, the company arrived in Basse Kontz without mis-
hap. (20) |

The A Compsny Commander planned to use the second end
third platoons in the attack so he took the platoon leaders

(18) (19) Personsal knowledge; (20) Perscnal knowledge:
Statement of T/3gt Edward J, Clement, 3d Platoon Sergesnt.
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| to the Cawalry Command Post in order to coordinata plans
for_ths jump pff in the morning. In the moantime the
executive officer moved the company into the buildings
that had been designated by the company guides. The lst
Platoon proceedéd to the southeast end of town and flush-
ed out e Germah petrol which had entgred the hnﬁses that
afternoon and had not been dislodged. (See Map D) The
platoon then set up positions in the buildings the Ger-
mens hed occupied. (21) |

By 2000 the 1ocation of the Company Command Poat ‘hed
been reportad to battalion, local security was posted, and
the company settled down for the night. The compsny order
- was given at 2015 hours. The 24 Plaﬁoon on the r;ght was'.
 to attack southeast from Basse Kontz and swing to the:north-'
east upon reaching the end of Le Stromberg Kill, The 34
Platoon on the left would move along the top end the west
~slope -of the hill to protect the left flank of the 2d
Platoon. (See_map E}l.The lst Pletoon in support would
follow the 2d Platoon by approximately 150 ya:?ds and be
prepared to.giva any possible;gssistanee. The light machine
gun sectlion ﬁas to.be in direct support of the 24 Platoon
and the 60 mm mortar section in general support; The Comw-
pany COmﬁand Pogt would remsin in Basse Konts, as would the
.aid station and the ammunition.supply polnt, while the
company observation bost would be lnitlelly in the south-
éaat end of town. A hot breakfast would be served at 0600
haurs.: (22)

(21) Personal knowledge; (22) Personal knowledge;
Statement of 3d Platoon sergeant.
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When the order was complete a thorough map study was
mede because time would permit no foot reconnalssence in
the short period of daylight prior to the attack at 0800
hours. (23) | '

The folloﬁing morning platoon runners awakened the
men at 0530. Breakfast was eaten, platoon qrders given,
and as the first gray rays of dawn appeared on the horizon
the platoons moved to the line of depafture. (24) (See
Map E) | - _

The prospect wes a grim one. The bald %top, the steep
slépes, and the sparse traes-of Le 3tromberg Hill gfforded
little opportunity for cover. The previous days had been
cloudy ernd raining; but the morning of 5 November was per-
foct for the enemy: 1t was clear and crisp and visibility
excellent. (25)

THE ATTACE OF LE STROMBERG HILL

At H minus 5 the prearrangediartillery fires were laid
on the objective and at 0800 hours Companies A end B crossed
the line of depariure. Shortly'after jumping off Company
B was pinned down by artillery fire from enemy positions
acfoss the Moselle River (See Map E) and ordered smoke %o
cover its sdwance. (26)
| The enemy's attention appeared %o be occupied wlth
B Company and A Company moved up the slope without belng
fired upon. The 3d Platoon on the left, which had the
{23) (24) S8Statement of 34 Platoon 3gt.; . Personal

knowledge; (25) Personel knowledge; (26) Statement
of Battalion Executive O0fficer,
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misslon of moving along the long axls of the hill %o pro-
tect the left flank of the 24 Platoon, made contact with
elements of the 32d Cavalry Sqﬁadron locéﬁed below the
militery crest, The 3d Platoén'continued up the hill and
"reached the military crest and the edge of the minefields .
where 1t was pinned down by small arms fire. (2%)(See Msp E)

Iﬁ the meantime the Bd.Platoen, moving on its mis-
sion and meeting no opposition, rounded the end of the hill
and swung to the northesst, (See Map E) Hearing the
firing and believing that the snemy was'occupiad wilth the
3d Flatoon, the 24 Platoon confldently moved forward in a
platoon column with the three rifle squads leading and
the machine gun section followlng in the rear. (28)

At thls time the 2d Platoon Leader, with some thought
of assisting the 3d Platoon, dispatched one squaﬁ from the
platoon %o strike out in ‘the direction of firing and to
“engage the enemj on his flaﬁk, {See Mep E) thus providing
a small diverslionary force which would both draw the enemy's
attention from the 3d Platoon and at the same time pro-
vide flanking protection fof the maneuver of the 2d Platoon,
The remainder of the platoon, still.unappcsed, swung to the
left and moved to the resr of tha.German positions atop
the hill, (See Map E) It may be said here that the ter-
rain was very steep and upon coming in to the rear of the
_-German positions the platoon zaw cliffs on its left,

‘Jerry was presumed to be above them. (29)
| Moving more rapidly now, the.plﬁtoon struck deeper

(27) Statement of 3d Platoon Sgt; Personal knowledge;
(28) (29). Personal knowledge.
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‘with the intention of striking the enemy in the center of
his rear posltions. At this time fire erupted from the

top of the c¢liff and from three or feur.cavea'at its base
which hed not been notliced because of their natural cam~ '
ouflagé. Slmultanebus fire was delivered from the front
and the right-flank. The platoon had walked into a trap.
The men were pinned down from the fire overhead, from the
caves, their front, and thelr right flank., The machine gun
section which had been in the rear gll through this maneu-
ver was unable to employ 1ts weapons properly. Bocause of
this ambush, casualties were'heawy;and the remainder of the
'treopa surrendered, (30) (See X Map E)

Sgt. Glessmen, the platoon sergeant, feigned death
until after the Germans had moved awsy with the captured
meh, He then retraced his route until he met the lst Pia-
toon, in support, which had been f%llowing gt a distance
of approximately 200 yards and because of the terrain had
been nelther able to obsgrve.thé cﬁpture of the 24 Platooh
nor aid in their support. tﬁl) ) ‘ i

" The company commander arrived at this ﬁoint and hear-
ing bf the 2d Platoon's misfortune ordered the lst Platoen
to extend 1ts line dbwnhill and hold these positions until
further orders. (32) (See Hap-E)

While this was taking.placa the men of‘company B moved
under cover of smoke across the open terraln, down the
hill, scrosa the short valley, and reached the western

slope of the hill where they immediately ran into a heavily

TI(SO) (51) (32) Personal knowledge.
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planted anti-personnel’minefield. (Seelnap_Ej They
received no fire at this point., (33)

The A Company Commsnder reported the situation to
- battalion and then had the 3d Platoon withdraw to Baase
Kontz from whence 1t was to proceed along the same roﬁte
as that followed by the 24 Platoon and move.thraugh the
positions now held by the lst Platoon; It was to carry
out the orders which had previously been given to the ill
fatea 24 Platoon. The squad of the 24 Platoon which hsd
béen sent te the aid of the 3d Platoon and thus spared,
was now dispatched to fill the gap between the 324 Cavalry
and the lat Platoon. (34) (See Map E); _

A forward observer from the 324th Fleld Artillery
héd been seﬂt by battallon. He and the company caﬁmander‘
aﬂcompanied.the 3d4 Platoon and established an observation
post in a position in elose proximity to the line held by

the first platoon. While the company commander waes CO=-

ordineting the plan of attack with the forward observer
and the 34 Platoon Leader, a German sniﬁer's bullet found
1ts-magk and the company.was agaln without the services
'Qf a forward observer. (35)

The platoon leader: proceeded to a vantsge point and
signaied his squad leaders forﬁard to recelve the plstoon
"order. Two squads abreast were.to be deployed as skirm-
.ishers, the aecond.on.the left and the third on the right,
with the mission of sweeping around the slope of the hill
(33) S8tatement of Battalion Exec. Officer; Fersonal

knowledge; (34) Statement of 34 Platoon Sgt; Personal
knowledge; (35). Peraonal knowledge.
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to the enemy's resr. The second squad,1ﬁpon clearing the
cliffs, was to sweep up the slopes and attack the enemy
positions on the-érest. The first squad was to follow in
squad_cbluﬁn formation and protect the flanks and the
rear. (36} (See Map E) ' |

Tolkeep the enemy on the cliff from obaerving and
firing upoﬁ the troops employed in the maneuver four men .
of the lat Plastoon were assigned the misslion of'cévering
‘the advance by firing upon thé cliff, The gignal was given
and the men of the 3rd Platoon moved out using asssult fire
and yelllng as 1oudly‘és they could. The ehemy wés startled
by this sudden maneufer and several prlsoners were taken as
the advance steadily ?rogreased. {37) | |

The platoon was halted when it reached a heavily
mined'areé well beyond the lst Platoon'ts covering fire.
(See Mep E) There 1t was pinned down by machine gun.fire
from the top of the hill and within seconds mortar fire
from across the river waa.blanketing the ares. (36) (See
Map E) | _

Movement along the river bank drew the platoon leader's
attention and he was aﬁle to diaéern Jerries moving lateral-
ly along the line of adianée. Ehair 1ntentIWas obviouss:
1f they could get behind the platoon and cut them off from
the remainder of the campanjrthey would have more caSua;-
ties and prisoners to report. The platooh‘léader immedliate~
1y éttempted to contact the company commender by radic but
the hill mask made the SGR.SSG ineffectual. '(59) {See Map E)
(36) . (37) Statement of Plt. Sgt. 3rd Plt; Personal know-
ledge; (38) (39) Statement of Plt. 8gt. Srd Plt; Per-
aonal knowledge. ‘ ' _
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The platoon messenger was dispaﬁched with an urgent
request to méve the 1st_P1a£oon 1ﬁto position to block
this threat but when the inessen‘ggé arrived at {-.ne jump off
point where the compaﬁy commandér had established his ob-
sgrvation post he was informed that_the_compahy'commander
had reﬁurned to ﬁhe commend post at Baése.Khntz. The mes-
senger placed the situation before the lst Plétoon iéader
who refused to act without orders from the company Com-
mander. (40)

When the messenger returned to his élatoon, the pla-
toon guide was sent with a second urgént request in hopes

that he could convince the lst Platoon of the necessity

of blocklng the Heinle move. He was no more successful
then the flirst messenger and the 3rd Platoon was forced
to give up its hard won ground and retreat. (41) |

Heavy machine gun and small arms fire was raining upon
the platoon from positions on top the hill, from across the
river, and from German occﬁpied ground beygnd the mine
fields. TUnder this heavy hall of fire the men became ex-

cited and withdrew toward the nearest cover which was 1n a

amall draw located just 1n front of the firgt platoon posl-
tions. Ths'withdrawgl wes covered by the platoon leader,
the plaﬁoon sergeant, and the third squad ieadar. They
reached the draw just in time to be greeted by a heavy con-
centration of mortar fire from the vicinity of Sierck.
(See Msp E)}  Instesd of running ocut of the draw the men
(40) (41) Statement of Plt. Sgt. 3rd Plt; Personal
knéwledge. -
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became panicky and hugged the ground. This ﬁas disastrous
snd casuslties were hesvy. The platoon sergeént and gulde
quickly herded the survivors from the draw ahd'sent them
to positions in the rear of the lst Platoon, while the
platoon lesder and 3rd aquad leader covered this movement
by keeping the Germans on the cliff from getting into posi-
tion to fire upon them. (42) :

By this time 1t was late afternoon and Company B was
slso having its share of trouble. It was belng harassed
by small arms and mortar fire and was finding it diffilcult
. to move through the mine fields, Battallon ordered both
companies to halt the attack and continue at daybreak.
Darkness éfforded Company B the opportunlty to clear a path
through the mine field wheres they halﬁed and dug‘in for
the night. (8ee Map E) Under darkness the wounded were
 evacuated and the men of A Company's 3rd Platoon, dilsor-
.ganized and demorslized by the day's events, were withdrain
to Basse Kontz for reoréanizaﬁion and a comfortable nights
'reét before resuming the attack. (43)

The German's cl&verly plenned reverse slope defense
had taken a high toll of Company A. It had 1‘ost a machine
gun section, two full squeds from the second platoon, and
28 men from the Srd“Platoon,—incluq;ngftha second squad
leader and @ll of the assistant'équaﬂ'leaders.-lThé 3rdl
‘platoon léadar-replaced'key personnel and divided his re-
maining men into two squads of se#an men each end one aquad
of six. (44)' |
(42)_'(43) (44) Statemeﬁt;of Pit. Sgt., 3rd Plt; Personsl
knowledge. ' :
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Company A reslized the great importance of Le
Stromberg'Hill that night as the pressure from corps hesd-
quarters upon battalion was passed on down to the compan-
1és. Phe following morning_ﬁgs established as a deadline
for tsking the Hill and thse companies were ordered to re- .
sume thé attack at 0800, 6 November 1944. (45) The bat—.
tallon plen remained the same, andlcompany A merely chang-
éd a few detalls in caerrying out its mission. fThe 3rd fla;-
toon moved as on the previous day, the Znd Platoon replac-
¢d the 1lst Platoon as company éupport, and the 1lst Platoon
was‘ordered to make a frontal assault upon the Hill. (46)

_ Several factors combined to transfonm A Company ‘s
demoralization of the previous night into grim determina-
tion and white fury. Added to the general hell ralsing
- from Corps on down was the information obtalned from men
who were being evacuated as caéualtiés during the nigﬁt.

- They reported that when the enemy over ran the plaﬁoun
.positinhs and rounded up prisoners aevéral_non-walking
casualties were delibergtely shot when they were unable to
get to their feet as ofdered. (47)

This determination paid off. Company B was late
jumping off but Companﬁ A hit the line on time and, 1n
spite of depleted numbers and absence of machine gun sup-
port, put up a furidug battle against the enemy's on-

- trenched positions. -?ortunately 6 November 1944, was
cloudy and the enemy @ld not have the previous day*s

(45) (46) (47) Statement of Bn. mx. Off; Personal
knowledge. _
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great advantage of obserVation.ané fire support. The
enginéers hed cleared a.path through the mine fields dur-
ing the night and the_lst Platoon swept through the ehemy
in a frontal assault, The Germans sttempted tO'ﬁithdraw
down the rear slopes of the hill toward Rudling (See Map
E) but the 3rd Platoons flanking movement forced them into
B Company's area where they were taken prisoner. Judging
from the rumber of casualties and.prisoners taken, the Qer-
mans had withdrawn their main force durlng the night and
left a holding force of apﬁfoximately 30 men. A Company
cccupied the hill at 0930 and B Company contlnued on to

clear Schengen. (48)

ANAVLYSTIS AND CRITICISM

In the final analysis, securing Le Strombefg Hill
was of the utmost importance. It provided the enemy with
an excellent observation post from which he could direct
fire on the Noselle River croséing to the ;outh, which
was part 6f'thﬁ Third Army coordinated attack 1n1tia£1ng
fhe Allied winter offensive. The enemy was also very
aware .of the importance of the hill énd established an
extremely clever defense which cqmpletelj stopped the 32nd
Cavelry Squadron and Company B, 308th Engineer Battsllionm,
and led A Sompeny, 330th Infantry, %o the brink of disaster
before the tide of battle turned.

In spite of the ultimate success of A and B Company,
the outstanding feature of thils sction was the way the

enamy out planned and out maneuvered our forces to the
(48) Statement of Bn. #x. Officer; Personal knowledge.
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extent of makling his defensive action in faet offensive,
Ea not only had the advantage of terrain and weather but
he utilized them to their fullest extent. the clear sky
“and lack of'groﬁth which efforded our forces no concealw
ment gave him execellent observation of-our €;tivity and
his ertillery across the river ﬁas gulck and accuraie in
'laying on fire which caused heavy casualties.

the Germans were thoroughly fmniliar with the terrain
end were able to anticlpate ocur plaﬁs completely; even.to
the extent of guiding the 2nd Platoon inﬁo thelr trap.
They utilized the natural ¢liffs in channeling the route
the 2nd Elatodn would follow and lulled the platoon into
a false sense of security by withholding all fire until&
the pincers of their tfap snapped shut, enveloping the

platoon with complete success, They placed mine_fields'

30 strateglcally that they knew exactly where we would be
forced to stop and their artillery support was zeroed l1ln

upon those pbaiticns.

In contrast, A Compahy jumbad_off with né terraln
reconnaissance and with mesger information concerning the
position and strength of the enemy. No patrols were sent
out prior to the attack and asrial photographs (which would
have been of great help) were not available, he Germen
positions on the military crest of fha hill deprived us of
observation, and we had no supporting fire after the initiel
preparatlon at H-5. Also In our disfavor was the fact that

we had no means of communication with the command post
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sfter woe crossed the line of departuré because the hill
mésk made the SCR 536 radio inaffeétiva.
The enveloping meneuver that Battellon ordered was
the obvicus approach and a poor cholce because it was
- what the Germans expac#ed'and prepared for. The A Com-
pany commander further increased the risk by inltially
splitting his attack fqrce when he might have utilized
thé 32nd Cavalry to assist the action by firing on the top
of the hill, thus leaving A Company to atteck the enemys!
rear in full strength. Another approach which might have
kept casualties to 2 minimum would have been to move 1nto
position under cover of darkness and clear péths through
the minefields for a frontal assault upon the enemy. A4
frontal assault was made on & November'1944, and succeeded.
in capturing the objective but it should be noted that the
enemy artillery across the Moselle did not support the
getion a8 it had on the érevious day.and it was appsrent
that the enemy had withdrawn during the night, léaving_be-
‘hind a small holding force, | '
On the platoon level we had two opposite examples of
esauming leadership and making decisions; one erred in being
oveflg aggreosalve whlle the other was unwilling te accept
rosponsibility. In the first cess, the 2nd Plateon-leéder
led hia men directly'intq a trap after sending one of his
squads to the asslstance of another plétoon. Hia purpoese
.1s-questionable but it eppears that the lack of opposition

made‘the platoon leader over-confident. The othsr'platoon
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leader was iﬁ support but falled to maintain contact with
the asseult platoons, falled to protect théii.flanks; and
did not plan for the movemént of his platoon to aid.the
action of the assault elements. He refused to act without
orders fromuths Cogpeny Cummander and this was aﬁother
contributing factor 1n the loss of control., ‘the Company
Commander should have ramained at the observation post,
to direct £he_action.instaad ¢f returning to the cormmand
post.

The heaviest casualty loss outside of the capture of
the 2nd Platoon occurred when the 3rd Platoon found itself
threatened with envelopment and the support platoon re-
fused to move into the breech. The 3rd Platoon withdrew
uhdef heavj fire and the men followed their natural in-
clinatlion te seqk cover in the nearby draw. - When ths _
enemy'ﬁeroed_iﬁxgiat area the men didnit resct properly to
mortar fire and instead of quickly moving away from impact
areas, they hugged the ground with disastrous effect.

The determination of the indlvidual soldier was the
biggest contributing factor in the success.of this opera-
tion.

LESSONS

1. A well organized defense may be a good offense,
e wmadmmmmmw i

/2. A well organized reverse slope defense supported

i b 18 PR e L O
by artillery and.mortar fira s costly to the attacker.
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3. Patrols are eossentlsl to gain knowledge of the
B WWWW&W

enamy‘&gzkntﬁwﬂ
M . .
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. Gounterbattery fire is necessary to silence enemy

guns.,

/5. Smoke should be used to screen movement over _
mm;wmmmw

opsn terrain in a ‘daylight attack.

/()M,G,- - 6. The Gompany Commander: should be in a positien
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which will afford the be

ko e

ossible observation and control :
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of his company during the attack.
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\Yuse whine 7. Support platoons should furnish flank soourity,

/8. 'The support platoon should be located and dispos-
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ed 8o that they can be rapidly engaged to influence the
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battle,
e ) :
v§, Personnel must move rapidly through mortar and
W R www"ﬂ«'ﬂvwmﬂwwwﬁmm&wﬁ AR Ly B R g
: artillery inmpact aresas.
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/.10. Cbservation is essent
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mortears in the attack.
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““C11. Communication 1s neces sary to insure success in
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battle. -

VJ} cz,ﬂ.-avdj:\ a 12, Avold the obvious _— use the element of surprise
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