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THE OPERATION OF C COMPANI, 509TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY 

j aamioN AT ST HOPES, SOUTHERN FRANCE 15 - 16 AUGUST 1944 
(SOUTHERN FRANCE CAMPAIGN) 

(Personal Experience of a Platoon Leader) 

as 
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As early as December 1943 plans were considered for the Invasion of 

Southern France, "The primary responsibility for the southern France opera

tion* for which the first" plans w>*w drssfie&ih^ 

was assumed by the US Ars^ officers in the Mediterranean Theater •" (1) 

This blow was to be delivered simultaneously with the Invasion of 

Normandy - "Operation Overlord" • But it was later decided to abandon this^ \ 

plan* The successful breakthrough to Rome and the Invasion in Normandy it

self, made men, material, and shipping too scarce* "The opportunity to 

launch * Anvil8 against southern France concurrently with or immediately after 

1 Overlord* was lost, due to the heavy demand upon all available assault 

shipping and craft for * Overlord1 and its buildup, and to the great demand 

for men and material for the campaign in Italy*" (2) 

'~ TLaie in June 1944? the Allied drive in Italy slowed down. Planes and 

shipping used initially in "Operation Overlord** were now available. Units 

could be taken out of the lines in the fifth Army sector now that a stable 

situation had set in. Early in July it was decided to make assault landings 

in southern France as previously planned. "In general the plan called for 

the Seventh Aray, supported, by Naval Western Task Force III TAG, to launch 

a seaborne and airborne assault on the southern coast of France, east of 

Toulon, secure a beachhead, assault and capture Toulon and exploit the west 

and northwest. Plans for the landing of assault troops were prepared in 

minute detail. Specifically, the assault was planned as follows* 

, 1. To land the VI Corps, three (3) divisions abreast, between Cap , 

Cavaliir^ and Agay, secure a beachhead and continue advance to 
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' , the west and northwest* 

2. To land the First Airborne Task Force in the Le Muy area at 0422 

on D-Day in order to prevent eneî y Movements into the target area, 

3, To land the lat Special Service Forces on the Islands of Fort Cros 

y -and "Lswant ^JUM*~^gjh*..xCJLmt^ IJMA.JAM&RGK. JSHI&A^S^Ki^, m>.«fr.w-iR#«» .'*Mn««W'*MWO,« ^y«4M<W.«<« « ttmr *».'<• m 

there, 

4. To land French Commandos on Cap Hegre undercover of darkness B 

minus 1« destroy sne*sy coastal defenses on Cap Negre and block the 
v/ 

coastal road in that vicinity• X 

5. To land the French Naval Assault Group at Points des night 

y of D mltsus 1 and block the • Cannes- - St Raphael and Cannes...- Frejus 

Roads* 

6. To land the II French Corps over secure beaches, assemble in the 

vicinity of Cog&lin, pass through VI Corps and attack Toulon. 

7. To land I French Corps in the target area by D plus 40." (3) 

(See_Map B) _ _.. _...__.... . ._ _, 
.*w-.,.«^.-~'t,\«-.« **>.- v < .•»-•-. , « < : . >•-*'.-"* »»•'..'>••»" '.-.»jr;Vl.»-^S. ~ »*£••» «"? 

THE G^E^L AppQfiNE SITUATION 

Initially it was decided there would be no airborne assault before dawn. 

But if there was to be an airborne assault at all, it would"be of no benefit 

after the beach assault bj the land forces. Two additional points were con

sidered? 

1. The troop carrier units - same as used in "Operation Overlord" -

had a great amount of experience in formation flying and navigating 

at night. 

2# The pathfinder technique for airborne operations at night had greatly 

therefore the deeiaion net made to have a pre-dawn airborne assault* 
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It ins now i*ce*#a*y to ehoose suitable take-off w w . Th* possibility 

of using Corsican airfields as take-off points for the airborne assault was 

discarded* The two main points influencing this decision were* 

!•• The majority of Corsican airfields wer* not large enough. Further-

*6̂ M'*'"'thwiik,''ifi&i'irl̂ î iiiiiĉ ' -ff&fcilirWss - ^GVQA-- «iŝ t.*.JMM9flle **JUrge, nujooers _ _ wn-*«miiiw*T...->^ **» 

transport aircraft; i. e.« 0-47*8• 

2. The 9000 feet aK>untains in Corsica had to be flown orer in order to 

' V"*a 

reach southern France. This was too near the aaxiisuin operational 

altitude of the C-£7 transport plane, which would be loaded to 

capacity (5500 lbs.}. 

The general area for take-off points was to he ±a the vicinity o f R o s * . Mx» -

many excellent airfields could be found. 

Finally, a rough plan for the airborne assault was drawn about 25 July 

1944. Generally, this plan was as follows« 

Pathfinder teams were to drop at 033O5 the aain lift, about one airborne 

division using 400 planes, was to drop at 0400} glider l ^ 1 ^ 8 would 

be sade at 0800; and a resupply drop made at 1800. All these drops 

W O u l d be by parachute on D-Day in the ' i c i n « y
 of LeVx^' ^ ̂ See 

Map B ) 

The route from take-off points to drop sones was to be as follows: After 

asseAling in the air north of R o w , the planes were to proceed to the Island 

of Elba, to the northern tip of Corsica, over lighted naval craft check points 

to Agay, then on to the Le Muy area. (See Map A) This route was highly co

ordinated with the navy, and was chosen after due consideration of the follow

ing points* 
•1. Shortest feasible distance. •••••--• -•• •",:•;• - ; ; - - • ' - ' v - v - V .••-•••<'•.-• 

2. ProBinent terrain features. 
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'•/'•"'•' £ • liaval convoy routes, . ':;;].;.:. ̂ ;/tU'^>-^-, ;/<\'\^;;\^j«;--vvv-^:'-^-^' 

5# Position of assault beaches• ' ••*'': >:-:-\.\:y. i ><v-/:. 

6. Primary aerial targets, i 

„ .. ?• Emmy radar installations. _ ; >v/_ h _- ̂,.,,,_. ..,;.. 

.-. . 8# Avoidance of excessive doglegs* — ••• ..,.....,,..,_.....,.... — 

9. Prominent landfalls. 

10. Position ©f chartered eneagr flak installations•* ™(5) 

Prior to D minus 20, the 509th Battalion had had much combat experience 

as a separate unit in North Africa, Avellino, and Anaio. Therefore getting 

-the-men-properly -trained mid the unit up to T/0 and E strength presented no 

particular difficulties between D minus 20 to D minus 4* So on the morning 

of D minus U, just prior to our move to the take-off point, from Lido di Roma 

to Grosseta airfield, all officers were briefed. This briefing was on the 
CijpT, &N *4Q Co* C O . 

airborne operation itself. It was given by liajoy Togas Ik ̂ tho Battalion 6-3 » 

-•***> «••'••» • •**" t.-v - **?. *•<* <*»'*."• 

The gist of the briefing was as followss l,The maps and photos used for 

t W brief ing'we^Inad^ model of the 

drop zone areas, helped us to memorize the terrain features we should see 

upon landing.) 

"The 1st Airborne Task Force under the command of Major General P. T. 

Frederick was composed as followsJ 

2d Indep Para Brigade (Bn) 

517tb Pcht Inf Regt > ^ ,: 

509th Pcht Inf Bn, - . i ^ v ^ ^ v-
 s\;^'-'-\-.: •••'V:;^: 

55l8t Pcht Inf Bn ..* /-V;;: .^'X>' ' ' :'/ ̂ ' £ ^ —' -' •' 

550 Gli Inf Bn " ;"•*...".;:,,V/:T'"' V;''"--'.': V ' V: V'*'.'i:^ V^vV V;V
:•'. 
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1
i ~~-^_596th Pcht Eng Co" (6) 

The Kineteeiith German Army had nine divisions in tee area south of the 

j.oire RiTer and west of the Franco - Italian border. (7) The following 

enemy troops were believed to be in the vicinity of Le Buy: An Antiaircraft 

Artillery Officer Candidate School of approximately 1500 cadets; a Corps 

Headquarters; and the 11th Fanner Division about 20 miles north of Le Muy. 

The seventh OS A n y supported by the 12th US Haval Task Force was to 

invade the southern coast of France with the main effort between Toulon and 

St Raphael. There was to be an airborne diversion by use of duirad.es west 

of Toulon near Ciotot. (8) The 517th Farachute Regimental Combat Tea* 

was to drop on DZ "A", block the roads to the northwest, and attack Le Muy 

'" ""--to • th'e' soUt&'e'atft'. ~-Th"«r 2J2&" "British-Pew.-cb«te-4Sr4gad*. *«s -to drop„on -BZ -.-"PH*,.,- • 

block the roads to the north and attack Le Muy to the south. (See Map B) 
r" 

The 509th Farachute Infantry Battalion was to drop on DZ UC", Company B 

leading, with the mission of protecting the DZ. Company C was to follow with 

the mission of immediately moving out and attacking Le Muy to the northwest, 

followed by Company A which was to move out to attack Le Muy to the northwest 

on the left of Company C. Company B would then revert to Battalion Reserve 

with the continued mission of blocking roads to the southeast of Ls Muy. A 

bomb safety line or circle had been set up with Le Muy as its center. This 

circle had a 5000-yard radius. (See Map B} 

Tb# afternoon of D Kiwi* 4 the Battcllen *i>»« Company C mw& to its 

: Uke-off point at Piomuino. C*m*W C » w d to Gross*** •IrTUU with A and 
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B Batterl.. of the 4£3rd Parachute Field Artillery Battalioa. (Fro. thi. 

t i ~ on to D plus *, Company c would be separated fro» the Battalion.) The 

re»ainder of the day wae spent preparing a bivouac as there were no build-

laga available for billing. No one was permitted to leave the bivouac 

area unless accompanied by an officer on o££Utel.bw*mmt~&,rlc% security 

•easures were now in force. (9) 

D * " • 3 * * *"•*"» 2 TOre ***** •aki»g final preparations, and load-

ing the individual aircraft. On D minus 2 a l l o f f i c e r s attende(J & b r i e f i n g 

by the Chief Air Corps Navigator of this operation. This is general^ what 

was covered, The route and check points would be as originally planned (see 

Map A)* The drop would have to be m&dm »* »i+4+«u9*_ * i*~-* ~~,~ 
• w "e .waae &T< altitudes- of 1500-2000 feet (nor-

M l 600-e00 feet) because of high rugged terrain in DZ »C« area. A B-17 

had just flown the saae route that the airborne lift was to follow and had 

encountered no eneay flak. The weather forecast for D-Day (0001) was clear 

to the Island of Elba, then visibility steadily decreased to the DZ area 

where it would be about one-half mile. All „en were to JUH* on the pilot's 

:^ee B-l%ht- Sig aal, f h e W of self-assurance of ttaOdrf Navigator; V 

Lieutenant Colonel, gave all officers confidence that we would have no trouble 

dropping on DZ ttC»# {10} 

On the »orning of D ainus 1, final i ^ e of individual a»«unition was 

•ade and all plane loads checked. In the «f*»«,„«„ -n 
*.jt«u. xn ine afternoon all men and officers went 

into the town of Grosseta to take a hot shower. The Air Corps had set up a 

hot water shower system there. That night everyone was fed a fine steak 

•upper. At this U M we were given the paroles and countersigns that would 

be used by friendly forces between 15-17 August. These were to change at 

2400 each day. After this tents were struck, everyone donned his individual 

coabat equip-** « * drew individual p ^ O m U e . We were then «*rch«d to 

the vicinity of the o-tf plane, where a *>vi. . c r w a w m t B e t 
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•hoim until about 2300. A mobile Red Cross unit served coffee and doughnuts 

until 2330. All planes were then loaded and took off at 2400. (11) 

m ACTION OF nOMPAW c if - fr m m l%fl 

Just prior to take-off at 2400, D minus 1, the pilot and I agreed that 

he would awaken ne 15 minutes out from the DZ. This would give m t±m to 

check that the sen re-fastened their individual parachutes, and adjusted 

their equipment. The majority of the men, including myself, were soon asleep 

The crew chief woke ae tip 15 minutes out from the DZ. The trip so far had 

been uneventful. I personally checked each man, and felt that they were all 

alert and ready. I then looked out the rear door and could see only what 

appeared to be a ground fog or mist. My watch showed 3 minutes to go. I 

made a last hasty check of the n»n? had them stand up, and hook up their 

static lines, ready to go. 

Finally the green light came on and we ait cleared the plane at 0423. 

On the way to the ground I passed through the mist I had previously seen, and 

expected to hit the ground soon after. Instead I just continued to float 

down. What I had thought to be ground fog or mist was an overcast at 1000 -

1500 f«et altituae. * XCwas pitch"black because this overcast had cut 'out all 

the moonlight. Finally I landed in a vineyard. I heard someone else land 

on the tile roof of a house near by. fts were now in enemy territory, so 

everyone was an enemy who did not have a countersign for the parole. Close 

by I heard a carbine shot. It turned out later that one of our men had been 

shot by another one of our men. I looked for a previously arranged assembly 

signal - a circling blue light. What I actually saw was about five different 

colored lights. These lights were tied on the parachute bundles and served 

the purposes of squad and platoon identification. These bundles carried our 

extra ammunition, water, machine guns, 60mm mortars and K-rations. The lights 

that were swinging »<tr* tho*« that war* on the buadl*e hung up in the tress, 

(ll) F«rfonal knowledge. 
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Finally, on a high point, I saw a blue light being swung in a circle by what 

was obviously a human being. 1 approached this light cautiously, as one of 

the enemy could easily be swinging that light. However, on getting nearer, 

and not hearing gun-fire, I felt it was safe to assume that the light was a 

-***?*Q.&:.???*::. ..4?tsr-feeing QbjBllfing6st̂ «v»ral'''tijBe8, I reached"tbe-'-'b£»»~liehtv 

The officer with this blue light was Captain Jess Walls, Company C Commander. 

In *hmt <>M»half hour, 0500, the skies began to light with the dawn. 

We decided we had assembled as many men as there were in the vicinity. About 

this tiae an FFI (French Forces of the Interior) leader, Mare Renault, con

tacted us. We were quite suspicious of M M at first, but he proved of in

valuable aid later. He supplied us with an old sap of th© vicinity, pointed 

out our approxl»ate position, and local terrain features. We were near St 

Tropes! We were a small force of about 110 sen. We had no definite informa

tion of the enemy. The FFI leader estimated 500 Germans in St Tropes. (Later 

this estimate turned out to be highly exaggerated.) Captain Walls made the 

decision to occupy a defensive position on a hill overlooking St Tropez. (12) 

The hill we occupied had entrenchments already dug. These, positions had good 

fields of fire and excellent observation. They were the supplementary po

sitions of the German garrison in St Tropez. (See Map C) 

After the occupation of the hill a reconnaissance patrol, under Lieutenant 

McCarthy, was sent into St Tropez. Meanwhile a new threat was gathering. It 

was now very close to H-hour. The morning mist had risen, and out to sea 

could be seen an impressive array of warships and transports. Overhead we 

could see combat and reconnaissance planes circling. We were outside the 

5000-yard bomb circle. Did they know we were friendly troops? If not, we 

would soon be bombed and shelled by our own farces! Our only means of iden

tification were panels with a white star on a red background. This would 

Identify us as frfondly* but could these panels be ae«a? The communication 
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sergeant was trying desperately to contact the planes overhead or the ships 

offshore by SCR 536 radio. 

Captain Walls sent me and five sen on a patrol to find a bundle contain

ing an SCR 300 radio. This radio would better the chances of identifying our-

to OTT own force§.. These bundles were scattered all .over̂  the ̂penins]«da, 

in trees, on houses, in the sea* (Later we were to find out that Captain 

Miller, CO of Company B a d two plan© loads of tmn had jumped into the • sea*-/ 

They were never heard of again*) Ify patrol was unsuccessful. We had found 

K-rations, 75mm pack howitser parts, water, British mines, rockets and 60mm 

mortar ammunition, but no SCR 300, Meanwhile we heard a devastating naval 

artillery preparation on the peninsula coast* le now knew that we were in 

the area of the main effort of our own troops. 

Upon reporting back to Captain Walls, we learned that the hill had been 

bonked but that there were no casualties. Ho told us that radio contact was 

finally made with the planes, and their attention drawn to our panels* It 

was further learned, from our patrol and civilian sources, that the enemy 

had concentrated"in twT placed iiTst'Tropezs f he^Citadel" land^La^ituae *" "*~ 

^ S " Hotel, The decision was made to attack St Tropes, There were two 

reasons for this decision? 

«***•**<«»#*»•T*"&"r&h* «u^vt»*,«tr«nr-.:* *»*«• •.#«-.*-«.. n 

1. The enemy was there. 

2. We now knew that St Tropes was an objective of our friendly forces. 

Our attack would occupy the enemy while friendly troops assaulted 

the beach. (13) 

The tilfin of attack was as follows? The Company minus one squad would 

move out in V-formation towards St Tropes immediately, 1st and 2nd Platoons 

/would lead abreast with 1st Platoon on the left; 3rd Platoon and Company 

Headquarters in reserve. Lieutenant Knight with the squad left on th& hill 

.would Sam**** fcjw» hill until further orders* Upon reaching the town sipaare, 
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Lieutenant Rose and the l r t Platoon war* to move out and engage the enemy 

in Hotel Latitude H3«. Lieutenant Sammons and the 2nd Platoon minus one 

•quad would envelop the "Citadel" from the right while I, with two squads, 

would envelop it from the left. The 60mm mortars were to be placed In the 

aquare. The rocket launchers and one squad from 2nd Platoon would be used 

- * * « * • * fire o* the "Citadel* from a four-story building near the square. ~ 

The Company CP would be in this building. The envelopment was not to4&*'-'7. 

«wt until the mortars, rocket launchers and support squad opened fire. The 

intention wasto restrict the enemy's observation of the beach by small arms 

fire at close range. (14,) 

About 0900 the scouts of 1st and 2nd Platoons came under intense auto

matic small arms fire from the "Citadel", as they entered the square. No 

one was hit as the main body was already in the shelter of houses and garden 

walls on the outskirts of town. Captain Walls decided the attack would pro

ceed as planned. The reason for this was that the planned double envelopment 

could be carried out with few casualties in spite of enemy fire, tor at the 

base of the very prominent hill of the "Citadel" ran a low stone wall. (See 

Map C) Lieutenant Ross took two men on a reconnaissance patrol to be more 

certain of the disposition of the enemy in his zone. At this time a civilian 

t o W us there were some German troops in the telephone building. I was to 

clear the building, then proceed towards tho outsklT-t.., AP +.«-« «„ ̂  *_ 

On reaching the outskirts of town, I was to report to the CP. At that tims 

our covering fires would begin and the enveloping movement would take off. 

(The FFI leader, Marc Renault, and his men saved us much time by recoanoiter-

ing the streets that we did not have time to cover, ie had lent him and his 

men 45 caliber pistols.) After cautiously approaching and entering the tele

phone building, we found it to be unoccupied, Ws then proceeded to our take

off point on the outskirts of town. Upon reaching there, T fo1SJVl that the 
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terrain was gently sloping and gave no e©*er from the "Citadel" except the 

previously mentioned wall. So I decided to get one squad in position to 

cover the other squad while it proceeded to move to a road cutout three-

fourths of the way up the hill towards the "Citadel". (See Map C) The 

latter ®qm& would be in a better m& closer position to deliver small arms 

T r i i ^ T ^ ^ "Citadel's" outsit 

squad .leaders of is$r plan,- I notified the OT that w^^ere ready. • Soon the ' 

mortars and rocket launchers began firing as planned. 

My base squad opened covering fire while ay maneuvering squad rushed 

as skirmishers up to the predesignated road cut. It was at this tiiae that 

1 first knew that the eneray occupied foxholes outside the "Citadel" on the 

terrain at the same level as the base of the wall. (See Sketch D) Two 

German soldiers jumped out of their foxholes with machine pistols trying to 

get a better shot at the squad in the road cut. It was easy shooting for ny 

base squad to kill these Germans. The base squad now had fire superiority 

over our sector of the "Citadel", The squad in the cutout was well spread 

out, and they were individually sniping and hitting Germans running along 

the top of the "Citadel" wall* 

I was later told that Lieutenant Samsons 9 with a squad, had come under 

fire of some Germans in a house at the bottom of the "Citadel" hill. He 

proceeded to clear the enemy from this house szd took positions with his 

squad at windows on the top floor. From hwe he could look down at about a 

10-degree angle on the foxholes occupied by the enemy. (See Sketch D) It 

was now impossible for the enemy to come out of their hole® without being 

killed. Those few who tried were killed. The bulk of the eneigy at the 

"Citadel" was now aeutraliaed aa eveiy loop-hole was covered by one of our 

riflemen. utO 

At this time Captain falls 0Td*?"«d ma to xe*« a u#piur«d German truck tn 
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go back to our DZ with a patrol to pick up all the ammunition that I could 

find, especially the 60mm mortar and rocket launcher rounds• I started out 

with my patrol up the road about 1230. Suddenly, as we turned a corner, we 

ran into a friendly advance combat patrol from the 15th Regiment of the 3rd 

Division. I .exchanged information with the patrol leader, then proceeded to. 

lalffier^^ihe amffi^tlon. Tretmrneff-tb a r i s e s WButTEOT Wi^tTl^ru^r----

load of ammunition and reported to the CF^ H$rs I learned what had trans

pired while I was gone: Lieutenant Samroons* maneuvering squad under Lieuten

ant O'Brien had reached their position as planned. tFnder cover of the fire 

from the house, they captured about six Germans and marched them along the 

base of tha wall to the large wall gate, (See Sketch D) Here Lieutenant 

OfBrien had them call upon their comrades to surrender. By this time Captain 

Walls had led a tank destroyer, attached to the 15th Infantry, to a position 

from which it fired a few well-placed rounds into the ^Citadel* tower. After 

fifteen minutes of repeated admonishing by their comrades on the outside of 

the wall, the Germans inside the "Citadel11 capitulated. By this tise the 

aane33V$i?ia& ssjueds tm hotkuside«uof Jfche^walls cleaned up or gathered as 

prisoners the remainder of the Germans in foxholes outside the "Citadel9* 

The total number of prisoners amounted to about seventy-five, plus five 

seriously wounded and nineteen killed* (16) 

Lieutenant Rose, meanwhile, had encountered heavy fire from the hotel* 

He maneuvered his platoon around the rear of the hotel, then on into it. 

After clearing the first few floors of enemy, he accepted the surrender of 

the remaining Germans* Scores About sixty prisoners. All prisoners we had 

taken were young German marines* Cur total losses * five killed and 

seven wounded* The remainder of the afternoon was taken up in reorganisation 

tml t)ia sending out of patrol® after small groups of Germans in the hilie 

near St Trog>#gu That evening we ell had C-rations which we drew from a 3rd 

(16) Fersonul knowledge! States^rrt by Gapt falls, 1 fiee IVi*. 
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Division beach supply point. 

As the enen$r situation was still uncertain, Captain falls decided that 

Company C would spend the night in position on the entrenched hill outside 

of town, Next morning we made contact, by liaison officer, with the remainder 

of the 509th Parachute Infantry Battalion, which had been dropped on the 

. »«^3^«3^#^w3^v*s^^!?^*^^'''>4^iy,'4» ' . y j « < m ( .*-•»(•#*•,«Jf*"**«*•.••*• *<4r*JF ftff*':* tcwmrr. m *m*. ifi**.-** .***»**.** 

ANALYSIS AND C R ^ p ^ 

After the personnel parachute drop, it was found tlmt'ii^'ii^ 

carded their gas masks and nMae Wests11 (Air Corps life preservers) before they 

jumped from the planes* This was to relieve themselves from a normal over

burdened state. But the bulk of the group dropped less than a idle from the 

s e a . • "' ' •-....,.,-..-. 

There was too little detailed information about missions of friendly 

troops* If there had not been a naval preparation in the vicinity, we would 

not have known that St Tropez was in the area of the main assault. 

Much valuable time would have been lost by Company C had it not been 

fpr the^aid o£~ the WI«tleader-.i!»c.&eJ»tt2£*~^ ,̂ , 

on the ground and later aided in ascertaining that no enemy troops were in 

the town proper* Thus we had fewer worries about our flanks and rear. 

iT" Early in the morning we see an airborne unit occupy the prepared enemy 

/v* defenses on a hill. These defenses were made to be used in case of an air-

/%v" borne attack. Consequently these defenses, although excellent, were worthless 

J because they had been left unguarded. A small eneiey security force could 

j easily have held this hill until reinforcements came from the town, thus 

\ denying this hill to us. 

The best ally for Company C was the confusion of the enemy. They were 

ready for our forces coming in by sea, m& ended up by being attacked from 

land* 
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i n our firing down into their foxholes from the higher buildings* Also 

demoralising was the sharpshooting of our troops in hitting enewy who were 

scurrying around the top of the "Citadel" wall* If the enemy had intended 

to make a firm stand, why did they not gather all their men inside the 

•Citadel*? They had not taken into consideration the few houses whose top 

•-oft'Z - **#»' -<":*^ 

foxholes* 

If Company C had sat on the entrenched hill to await reinforcements, 

no one could have criticized. The enemy had greater ntusfoers, a superior 

defensive position, and a greater amount of automatic weapons, grenades 

and ammunition. Compare C had less than its T/0 and 2 strength in men and 

equipment, and much of its extra ammunition lay in bundles scattered all over 

the land. let the aggressiveness and resourcefulness of Individuals in this 

little group made it possible to cause the eneny to capitulate. 

Here are quotes attesting to the facts and accomplishments of this small 

airborne group: 

^r ,_v efhe-^irat Mrbern^Taek Feree? W M dt?opped-«uc^ee«ft3l-ly in the Js Mi$r ̂ , <#gz *•*: 

area at 04^2 on D-Day. The German Commander of Southern France and his CP 

were captured and all hie communications to subordinate commands were cut. 

Companies B and C of the 509th Parachute Battalion were dropped through error 

at St Tropez. However, they reduced the eneny garrison there and aided 

materially in the landing of the 3d Division." (17) 

"Two fsticks1 of paratroopers landed in the sea off St Tropez, near 

Cannes. The remainder made ground landings in the vicinity of these two 

towns* Although far from the designated DZ, these units organized themselves, 

made contact with the FFI forces, and proceeded to seize and hold St Tropes." 

\1®# 

"The Individual initiative of eirbQrae personnel must be atiistaiMd mt 

(17) JK5, Sec III, j». 3; (13) A-4> ?*-34<';- •' • •••- *• 
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its present high state. This initiative has proven invaluable during the 

assembly stages when dispersion is greatest* This initiative leads to con

siderable destruction and confusion of hostile troops and installations, 

even though the airborne troops are dropped outside the target area*" (19) 

General Patch highly comended 0 Company for the initiative and fighting 

ability"shown in tbF^^pttire'^'Bt 'IFOp&fe* '"*&&•$' •^«:*K-.. 

r «%i. ... «*•»_..— r « f c 

Some of the lessons brought out by this action are $ 

- !• Ifter dropping in a parachute operation at night, there is much 

confusion. Each man must be exceptionally careful not to shoot other friendly 

troops • 

2. In̂^ aii airborm operation it is necessary that each compa^f have -

two SGR 300 radios. One as per T/O and £ and one as a spare* In addition, 

these radios should be jumped individually with the operator rather than in 

equipment bundles. 

3. A fool-proof system of identification to friendly troops should be 

worked out for personnel before an airborne operation* In large scale air-

borne operations, there always seems to be some small groups who are not 

dropped on the proper DZ. 

4. In an airborne operation, troops should not leave nMae Wests" (Air 

Corps life preservers) in the plane before a jump until it has been un

mistakably ascertained that they are to jump on land awsy from bodies of 

water* 

5. Ihen an airborne assault is in conjunction with some other greater 

effort, give the airborne personnel more detailed information of the missions 

of greater effort• Then in case airborne troops are dropped outside their 

intended area, they may be in position to materially aid the main effort by 

knowing just how they can best help. 

-•(19) A*5t'S*fc I f *>« 2> 12C)Tar»aft^te«tei8§| Stat****>t %y *****£'*•*. • 
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6. The preparation of supplementary defensive positions against an 

airborne operation is sound, but only when these positions are held by small 

security elements, otherwise airborne troops can make advantageous use of 

the positions themselves* 

7. Rocket launchers can be used effectively for other missions besides 

antitank defense. 

8* "The attacking echelon of the platoon works its way as close as it 

can get to the hostile position without masking friendly supporting fires," 

(21) 

9. "Fire superiority is gained by subjecting the enemy to fire of such 

accuracy and intensity that his fire becomes so inaccurate or so reduced in 

volute as to be ineffective| once gained, it must be maintained•" (22) 
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• » r r » <21) 1-9, p. 3401 (22) A-9, p. 176. 
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