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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BATTALIOE, 134TH INFANTRY
(367H INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ATTACK ON HILL 122,
NORTH OF ST. L0, FRANCE, 15-17 JULY 1944

(NORMANDY CAMPAIGH) _
{Personsl Experience of & Company Commsnder)

T - ORIENTATION
NTRODUCT IO

Thia mgraph.covers the operations of the lst Buétaliéa.
134th Infentry, Eﬁth.Division-in'ths attack on Hill 122, cne of
tho eriticel terrair features pratoctins the city of sr. 0,
MGE, 'Y vital ommie.atienu oentar, in the BORMAKDY G.IHPAIGH,
16 July - 17 July 1944.

In order to orient the reader, it will be Ne0essary ta
diseusa hr!.nﬂy the mjar svents !hich led up to this utiﬂn.

 Two yeers of plemning and preperation led up to the -
1ied lendings in NORMAFDY on € June 1944, (1) The eaﬁéartoa'
erforta of the Allles were gathered together in EIIGLAID .m the
nhapo of 1uenu stockn of tippina, aireraft, luppliu and
manpower., For uveral months Allied air forces had carriod out
bombing operetions which were a part of the invasion s.t_ulr_._:‘ |
 The NORMANDY invesion of necessity was to be & cmb_s'.:md'
w, Navy snd Alr Forces operation requiring the most e:@eti.ng
coordination, By June 1944 there were 1,526,965 U.S. troops
and 2,500,000 tons of suppl:lu over and above basic loads md
equipment,. (3) _ N |
| Grownd forces in the NORMAKDY operation were led by i}b_n;ral
8ir Bernard L. Montgomery, commanding 21lst Army Group, consiste
ing of the Second British snd the First U, S. Armies. The Sec-
T =55 T ' —
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ond British Army struck in the BAYEUX and CAEN aress with
three divisions lsnding on the beach and a brigade of the 6th
' British Airborne Division dropping inlsnd between CAEN and the
Sea, The U. 3, First Army, commended by Lt, Gen. Omar Ko Brad-
" ley, struck in the neck of the COTENTIN PENINSULA at UTAE
BEABH east of STE-ERE-EGI.ISE, and OMAHA BEACH, northeast of
TREVIERES, with 5 divisions while the 824 urhome Division
dropped at sm-mm-nsnm, and the 10lst nrbarno_m.vuim
dropped halfwey between STE~MERE-EGLISE and CARANTAN. (See Map
a) (4) o |

By 9 June, the beachheads hsed been well eatahl:l.:hed by thc
aaunlt divisions snd orders ha.d been lssued to continue the
atteck. (Ses Msp B) (85) By 13 June furthcr gains had been
made md V Corps on the east and VII Corps on tha uat had
1inked up south of GABER‘!.‘AH and no enemy threat had develapad
to split the link between the Corps. (See Msp B) XIX Corps |
was assigned the mission on 13 June to enlarge th§ cqi_-ridﬁr 'qr
sommunication between ISIGNY and CARANTAN. XIX Corps beceme
operational 141200 June. (8) | |

During the period 13 Jule -= 2 a‘uly 1944, Hrat Am had
buils up ita forces wmtil now there were four carpn in operas. .
tien, the comnl PENINSULA had _fallen adding the Port of
CHERBOURG to its holdings, First Ammy front hed remsised rela=
tively stable since 20 June and regrouping of foroes bad taken
place resdy for continued operaﬁouﬁ. (See Map C) (7)

"~ The early J'nly offensive was to open with three of the
four Corps in line opening with successive blows delivered from
=L TR | N
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right to 1’.:1:, each Gci'ps moving on army orders. The XIX Corps
would be the third to launch its attaok. (8) '.!he XIX Corps
had two divisions 1n line with the 35th Division on itz way

~ to FRANCE to reinforce its attack. However, the 35th would
not immediately be ready to enter combat,

GENERAL SITUATIO

The 35th Infentry Division errived at OMAHA BEACH in the
vieinity of COOLEVILLE~SURMERE 05 1500 July. The first ele-
ment of the 35th Infentry Division ashore wes the 134th Infane
try, Commanded by Najor Gemeral (then Colenel) Butler B, NMiltone
‘berger. The division closed into an assembly area in the
vicinity of COLOMBIERES on 7 July., (9) The XIX Gorps Come
mander wished an immediate .eau:;t-ont‘ to battle of the 36th
Infentry Division. The divisicn was destined to fight sleng
side of the 20th snd 30th Infemtry Division's already seasomed
and battle hardened troeps. (10)

on 8 July the 24 Battalion, 134th Infantry emtered the
front 1lines in the vicinity of SF. NICHOLAS, relieving the
24 Battelion of the 120th Infantry. (11) This commitment of
the 24 Battalion was s defensive position and the 24 Battalion
was to rejoin ghe 134th Infentry om 11 July. (12)

On the night of 9 July the 137th Infantry and 330th In-
fentry, 36tk Infantry Division, were ordered into tho l:lno re=
lieving elements of ‘the 29th Infantry Division on the 1eft and '
the 30th Infantry Division en the right. The line ran from the
VIRE RIVER above LA MEAUFFE and extended in s southeasterly

A%, pe 8 | |
(@ A-a. Chap. II3 A~¢, p. 30
(10) A~3, Chap. II

(11) A4, p. 50O
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direction through LA RIVIERE to LA nxcom, the 137th Ine
fantry em the right and the 320th Infentry om the left. (13)
The Ssth Infentry Division minus the 134th Infentry hnnehod
thelir :‘l.niti.a]. attack on 11 July. The IMth Infsntry rminad
in co;-pn Ireserve until 14 July.

The XIX Corps plen nﬁ this time was to seize the ST, IO
~ area on both the east and west sides of the VIRE RIVER. (14)
Steady but slow progress had been made during the periocd 7
July to 13 July at which time Corps had three infantry divie
sions in the iino, conslating of the 20th, 30th and the 35th
- Infantry Divisions, (See Map D) During this period the XIX
Corps had come to blows with and were slowly overpowering
elements of the enemy's 17th S8 Panger Grensdier Division, -
Battle Group Heints (consisting of two rifle battalim of the
275th Division, the 275tk Engineer Battalion, Eng:lneor Bat-
talion Angers, and one AA Battery), elements of the 38th 88 .
Armored Infantry Regiment and the 3624 Infentry Division. (Ses
Map D) (16)

Much csn be said sbout end much has been written about
the difficult terrain over which operations were carried out.
NORMANDY, FRANCE 1s basically composed of farming commmnities.
The CORNISH countryside 1s well drained by a system of stresms
which flow generally northwest and enpty in_to the ENGLISH | |
CHANNEL. The land 1s broken up into many small fields by &
system of hedgerows. The hedgerows very in size and type.
Generally they are noupoaod of beanks of dirt amnd roeck nry‘.lns
in size froem two to five feet in thich_zeu at the hottom and
tapering up to ome to two feet in width at their top. Helght

mg—'ﬁf
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varies from two feot to as much as 8ix or seven feet, All
hedgerows are covered with a thick vegetation, thorn bushes,
fruit trees and verious types of hedge bushes. Rumning elong
one side of each eﬁcloao.d field & road, or rather a wagom trall -
is usually found, Often thu trasl runs between two such hedge~
rows, thus forming & rather formidsble sunken rosd. The fields
tims formed by hedgerows seemed to aversge sbout 100 ysrds long
andt 50 yards wide. "An serial photograph of a typlcsl section
of NORMANDY showe iﬂrg than 3900 hedged enclosures in an area
less then eight miles aquare®. (16) Needless to say these -
hedgerows which look so pesceful snd picturssqgue d_urins m:.
times afforded the ememy a system of resdy made bulwarks be-
hind which, with very little excavation, he was sble to eatrench
and defend himself in ready made forts 'h_ieh offered protection
from slmost all types of fire. The method used by the enemy in
Preparing his defensive positions will be covered in more de~
tail later on. _ _ _ |

The weather during this phase of the NORMANDY eempaign
was generally olear and mild with occasional light railns !hi.ch
falled t0 hemper operations in any m}. The hours of darkness
wore generslly limited betwsen 2300 hours and 0500 hourse The
leng pericd of visibility is due to the leng twilight enjoyed
by the natives of NORMANDY, FRANCE during the summer months.

The combat efficlency of the German soldier was excellent.
Enundonhtodly ﬁrfered from the peri_ed of combat prior to the
period covered here, but. as yet thsre‘wai-e no indications of a
letdown among his forces. The fact that the German soldier
was fighting over terrain rm:_lipé_to him and undcubtedly carrye
X4 () =yt ) e P '




ing ént?proarrmgéd defensive plans snd in many cases ocoupy~
ing pr‘girranged positions prepared on critical terrain and
guarding likely avenues of spprosch more than made up for the
losses and defeats he hed suffered thus, far since D day, 6 June,

The 35tk Division was at full strength on 1l July and as
yot the 134th Infantry had suffersd no casualties. Norale was
superior. The regiment had been in tralning as s unit since
1t hed been mobilised and beoame & pert of the U.8. Army, 85
December 1940, The former Naticnsl Guardsmen from the state
of lébro.aikn were again to partieipate in a world contlict,
The m end officers of the 134th Infantry were ready and
anxious to see what they could do after the yoara' of careful
training for thelr initlal entry into oconfliet against am
enemy of their ocountry. (17) | |

Each man and officer was fully equipped and es yot there
were no supply problems to complicate their emtry imte combat,
DISPOSTTIONS AND FLAN OF THE 134H IRPANYRY

At 135 2030 July the 134th Infantry wae relieved from ase
sigmment as Corps reserve and wes ordered to move to an as-
sembly sres mear LA CHITELIERE, FRANCE to Tolieve the 24 Bate
talion, 116th Infentry, 29th bivilion; and be prapaﬂd te
participate in & coordinated attack 15 OBLS July. This plased
tho regiment on the left flsnk of the 55th Division which
would attack with three regiments abreast in conjunction with
simulteneous attecks by the 29th Division on the left and the

- 30th Divisiem on the right. (18)
The 34 Battalion wes ordered to relieve the 24 Battalion,

.mm
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116th Infantry, 29th Diviaion without bemefit of daylight
reconnalasence, (19) The regiment began movement $0 the new
ares at 15 0100 July and the 54 Battalion had completed its
relief by 13 1030. (20} This placed the regiment within the
sone from which it would launch its nocturnal attack against
the enemy, (Seo Map E)

 he regimental attack order, Fleld Order #18, was issued
from the 134th Infantry CP near LA CHITELIERE, FRANCE. The
plan of attack, attachments, supporting fires and objectives
was as follows: the 134th Infantry with 747th Tank Battalion
(less Company B); lat Platoon of Compeny A, 60th Engineer Bate
‘talion; one platoon 654th Tank Destroyer Bdttnlien-g Gm A,
- 3J10th Mediozl Blt‘tlllen attached, supported by 1l6lst PFleld
Artillery Battalion sand attached 924 Chemical Mortar Company
and supported by aﬁth Infantry Division Artillery, attacks 1n .
sone, 16 0615 July 1944. Deatroy eneny forces h sons north
of ST. L0, FRANCE, and to seize and occupy ST. IO. 1at Bat~
. tnlion, 134th Intnntry, pass through positions hsld by ad
Btttnlion, attack 15 0515 July 1944, seise and cooupy objoots.u
m sone, 24 Battalion, 134th Infantry, with one squed Anti-
Tenk Company Mine Phtm, one 57 mm Platoon Anti-Tank Come
' pany, 737th Tank Battalion (-) attached, attack 15 06516 July
1944, to seise and occcupy objective in scme., (21) Thie piued
the lst Battalion on the right with the 24 Battalion on the left
after passing throwgh the positions held by the 54 Battalion.
The 34 Battalion was to remain in present positions and assemble
us Tegimental reserve on order, The attack was to be a pamtraé

$ion with 1ittle room for maneuver, depending upon fire support

7 A=4, pe O
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and tenaclty of the individuel unit to gain the objective. The
gone auigned the 1lat Battalion bad been the aam ur repeatod '
attempis bY elements of the 29th Division to advance, (28)

PHE ggm:g;xdu SITUATION AND rggg OF.éggAcx'

Bi.nee landing in HORIA!DY the lst Battalion had attonpted
to take advantago of the time available to prepare its men and
offiecers for combat. Om 8 July the battalion moved frem the
viocinity of MERCY, FRANCE to an assembly area near LES ESSORTS,
FRANCE. (23) In this aasembly area every thought was direot—
ed toward tha_ problems which might be encountered 'm the fighte
ing that lay ehead. Much had been heard about the difficulties
encountered in fighting through the maze of hedgerows <- esach
hedgercw & miniature fort -s mortars and artillery zeroed in
on liodgema; roeds and trails -- enemy nnijers in or behind
almost every tree -- don't use your radies because transmissions
- 1mmedistely bring down fire. These were a few of the problems
for which everyone was seeking sn anirur.

Oon 9 July and 10 July the battalion utilized the hedge~
rows within thelr assembly area in working out plans and
. developing msneuvers which would be successful, Simulated at-
tacks were run through. MNachine guna and automatic rifles
were assigned to work in psirs from either end of the box-
11ke enclosures formed by the hedgerows. Fires were crossed
to the far corners of the field along he opposite hedgeraw
and moved back and forth as elements of rifle squads worked
their way forward under the protective fire. As the riflemen

approached, fires from the automatic weapons were concentrated

}EE) A=Y, pe TL=78
) "‘4' Pe 51
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1.n. the corners of the fislds, Thus, the riflemen would know
where their friendly fires were hitting, providing room for |
. them to attack heh:l.nd the hedgerows with grenades and rifle
fire. Teamwork was developed so that each man knew his Job,
Due to the type of the terrain it was snticipated that the
machine gans rron the heavy weapons company would be attached.

The rifle eonpanjr commanders were able to plan on the attache
ment of four heavy guns to their companies. (24)

The contenphtod enployment of the 11511# and hury machine
guns created a problem. 1In most cases the hodgema woere too
high to utilize the tripods from rhi_eh the guns are normally
fired, Lieutenant Robert Gordon, Battalion Se4 solved this
problem by Seeurins bipods fm saptured machine guns, These
wore attached to the water jackets on the heav-;a, and the fore
ward portion of the lights, thus mbl:l.ng the gnmera to place
the guna on top of the hedgerows to deliver fire. It was be~
1leved that this eddition to the guns wowld offer e flexibility
in that the guns could be fired either from the bipod or the
tripod according to the poaitions selested. {25) |

On 11 July when the 137th Infantry amd the 320th IRfantry,
35th Division, participated in the attack, observers were sant
up from sach company and battalion headquarters to observe '_thn
" action. The next day partiaa' from regimental headquarters and
battalion haadﬁuartora visited elements of the 29th and 30th
Divisions to gala all the knowledge they could from these units
whiech ha&l‘alro-adw been in continuous combat for over a mnthq;
(e6) S

During the might 13 July the lst Battalion had closed imto
TE8) Forsoma Emovieags
(26) A-4, p. 32




‘a forward assembly ares in the vieinity of LA CHITELIERE. On
the l4th, baged on fragmentary orders, all commanders visited

the front lines in the xzone which was to be theirs and prepared

initial plems for the attack to be launched the next morning.
(27) From this limlted reconnalssance, company commanders and
platoon leaders were able to select forward check points and
establish a guide system to lead then into the fina) pesitiona

from which to launch their attack. Consequently, no guldes were

necessary from the 34 Battalion, which was in line and would be
passed through at the 1ine of departure which was the positiom
ocaupi.ed by the 3d Battalion. (See Nap E)

The pll.ll for attack 1omd by Lieutenant Golonel ﬂmd
Ce Boatsman, Gmdins the lat Battalion, was itself relative~
1y simple. Company A on the left, Company C on the right with
Company B in reserve. 1lst Machime Gun Platoon, Company D ete
tached to Company A. &4 ﬁachine gan Platoon, Company D attachw
ed to Company C. 3d l_brtu' Platoon, Company D in general supe
port behind the slight ridge immediately behind the front line
positions, The 134th Infantry wes t0 have the supporting fires
of mae battelions or field artiuory controlled by the 161:1;
Field Artillery Battalion which was in direct support of the
‘regiment, "Attached to the 1628t Fleld Artillery Battalion vaa
& chemical mortar company of 4,2 chemlcal mortars. The supe
porting fire plan was simple. Fires were to be placed on enemy

‘posisions 'begiming st H hour with the 4.2 mortars placing smoke

on known enony poaitiani. Por 15 mimutes tho full voi.shz of
all guns would place fire on the enemy at a fast rate, theree

after a rolling barrsage was to bo ﬂr.d in rront of the 131: Bate

medgo
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talion, to be 1ifted end moved forward on call., (28)

Copmunlcation lines were set up during the evening amd
night of 14 July. All final preparations were made MTluding
the lsaue of one K ration o be carried by each man, 133@00
of smunition, plan for dropping bed rolis and all extra equip-
ment not essential to the task that lay sheasd. Kitchen per-
sonnel were handed last minute letters, photographs, billfolds
and parsanal- keepsakes rith the casual remark, "Keep these un-
til I ask for them -- if not -- you'll know what to do with
them.® The men and officers sat around in small groups dis-
cussing the final details end knowing that the attack Was very
iiportant. ST. 10 was the hub of the German defenses in this
sector and it was highly important that it fall becsuse all
suspected and had heard rumors that once ST, LO fell we could
employ srmor in a breskthrough which would exploit sucoesses
geined in NORMANDY thus far. There would be very little sleep
this night, |

The distance from the assembly area to the line of de~ |
parture was about 2000 yards so there would be no stop until
Just baféro er?esﬁing, when a lfinal pause rér regrouping would
take place. Movement would begin about 16 0330 which would ale
low ample time for the troops to reach the assault poaitiéna.
(29) | |

The line of departure was located just south of the vill,_aso'
of VILLERS FOSSARD along a hedgerow near a small trail leading
‘southwest from the village. | _

The attack led down hill end acrose a small stream. Thers
was a slight drop of about ten meters §;tonding over a dis~

e8] Personal kmowledge; A-4, pe 54
(29) Personal knowledge
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tmge of about 500 yards. It ecovered hedgerows to the stream
bed and then .cxtanded up over a sories of hedgerows and
platesus which formed the base of HILL 122. This hill took
1ts neme from its height in meters. The terrain then asloped
t0 the oclity of 8T. IO and the VIRE RIYER,. The area was well
covered with trees and haniy vegetation, and obgervation was
limited to the next hedgerow which n!.ght be as eléu- as fifty
yarda or as far as 300 yarda depending wpon the particular o
shape of the field formed by the hedgerows. Bnnn:l.ns genoful_ly
south through the zone was what appo&ed on the map to be & |
good‘ secondary rosd, but at places was actually a very narrow
trail rminé'botyeen two hedgerows which were about 'ui_‘en to
eight feet in height. Trees growing in the hedgerows at times
were close mough on either side to form a leafy tunnel. It
was over this diffieuvlt terrain the attack would take _pimo.
_ The opposing enemy forces had been identified as elements
_ of the 14th Parachute Regiment, Battle Group Heimts and 3524
Infentry Division. The enemy was known to be well dug in |
behind hedgerows and was a_npwﬁtod by mortars and artillery.
(See Map E) | | . | |
The weather was clear, warm end visibility oconditions

excellent, S
IOE@T TO THE LINE OF DEPARTURE AND FINAL PREPARATION VOR
THE ATTACK o
The movement from the assembly area to the line of departure
was started ebout 15 0330 July. The attachments of machine gun

platoons was effected in the assembly area in order to cut down
on the confusion on the iine of departure. Order of march Was

14



A, C, D (=), Battalion Hesdquarters, snd B Companies. Vehicles
would follow the foot scolumm by bounds, weapons would ’Ee taken
from the transportation about 500 yards in rear of the line of
depsrture. All ﬁranaportntion would then assemble in a motor
pool provioualy selected by the bdattalion tmiportstion ofw
ficer. By 0600 hours the bd’étalion was in position, wire com-
mmication esteblished and as yet no incident had oscured to _
disturb the smooth movement in%o position, As directed by the
regimental order, radios were to be aiient wtil H hour, ArtilQ
lery lialson persommel and ro:-n.rd ohaexrvers rm the 16lst.
Field Artillery had roportod md avorything was 1n readiness

for the attmk.

Pue to the aonplotonoua of preliminary plmnins in the
rear area there waa little remaining to do exeept to check
final dlspositions and nervously awalt the crawling hands of
the clock to reach 0615, (30) | |

TIO.

H~HOUR, THE INITIAL AS3AULT

No one needed to be told when H hour arrived, The tree

- mendous fire being delivered Ly the lﬁpporting wespons was ine
deed slgnal enough to canse every man to get to his feet, grasp
his wespon more tightly, check his supply of grensdes snd start
moving the few remaining yards to breach the last protactive
hedgerow and advance into the area, approximately 300 yards
wide, which separated the opppeing forcea. Evdry man knew
that he had 15 minutes to oross the §paaa and work in as close
TE5T Fersonal nowlodge -




as possible to the friendly barrage ready to charge the ensuy
the moment it 1ifted. | |

ceuisany- A, Commanded by Captain Lorea S. McGowen and Com~-
pany C, Commanded by Captain John E, Davis were both employing
‘similar formations for the attack, Each 4i5s attacking with
two platoons abreast, third platoon in asupport, wmachine guns ate
tached to platoons and 60 mm mortara in general support of the
company. Everything seemed to be going as plamned. Leading
elements of both mssault compsnies were quietly slipping toward
the enemy to be in as close as possible to the irtillery that
vas falling to their front when it lifted. (31)

It wes hoped by combining the mass of artillery fire and
the inltlal ssao.u_lt that surprise could de ntum_ed i) te
this time fighting in this sector had been pattermed by ﬁr-_
ing & preparation from ten to fifteen mimites prior to the
launching of the attamck. (32) |

ENEMY ATTACK

Suddenly theas_ changed inte an _upre;nr-. Ensmy mortar
and srtillery was falling throughout the battalion zone of
action. The leading elements observed German troops moving
toward them scconpanied by the repid chatter of machine guns.
Mortar and artillery fire seemed to come from everywhers,
Surprise 1t was. At first it was thought the enemy was mere=
1y moving forward to got out of the barrage being 13;6. down by
the Americans but it was aoon evident that the Germans were

aotually hunahing en attack at the ssme time our atisck was
scheduled.

'F'f) Personal mfﬁ.

A=4, pe 54
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Compeny A and Company C maintained the impetus of their
forward n_:ovmnt and it was the enemy thet broke snd fell. back
to the protection of thelr hedgerow, The situstion failed to
Me&iatoly clear because now the enemy was fully aware that
‘an attack had been launched hy the Americans, They i-uodiatoly ‘
increased the volume end rate of their mortar and artillery _
fire, the majority of which was falling on the assault elements.
The 34 Battalion and the support platoons 'q:t Company A and Comw
peny C bogan' racelving casualties from the enemy fire. This
situstion undoubtedly would make the price of victory more
eostllr.' {(33) '

SUCC!

By 0630 hours Compsny C had advenced to the second hedge-
row beyond the creek immedistely imn fromnt of the line of de~
partm; Thinking wes not so much in the ysrds _gainhd but in
hedgerows eaﬁtured. | For days to come advances were to bo
measured in this manner, This sctuslly meant that. &n initisl
advence of some 800 to 800 yardé had been mede, (See Map E)
(34) The initisl gain however, had not been without diffieulty.
The initlial rorce and apeod with vhich the assault companies
had jumped orr and individual uorrago, daring mnd hand to hand
fighting had cost C Company about 60% of their effective fight-
ing sirength. - | o

The situation however, was still somewhat confused. Short-
1y after the jump off sll wire lines had been lmocked out due
to enemy shelling. Communication with both the forward come
panies was non-existent. As yet' the radics had not been used.

T85]  Personal imowledge
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Scare stories sbout thn.radio locaters used by the enemy msade
everyone reluctant to open his sets. The artillery rolling
barrage had become difficult io control as the forward observers
with the leading companies were either casualties or their
radios were out of action snd it was impossible to keep wire
lines in operation. About this time Lieutenant Colonel Boats~
men sent Major Warren C. Wood, Battellon Executive orficer, fore
ward to contact Company ¢ end find out what the exsct aitnatien
was, (35) _

Major Wood found Captein Davis well ferward recrganizing
his company snd attempting to hold what ground had been gained.
Thelr combined efforts hotted only 52 soldiers out of a fall
strength rifle eampnny. Compeny C was holding on to what they
had gained through complete disregerd of péraﬁpal safetys The
positién held by ther was made as secure as'possible for as
far as they knew there were no othar American forces within
590 yoards. Plans were made for Gaupnny B to replace Company
¢ in ﬁho-assunlt echelon. (36)

Other elements of the battallion were faced with problems
of their own, The Mortar Platooh of Company D had made care-
ful plans for the attack, OP's were carefully selected and_.,
dug into the hedgerows in strateglc spots which covered the
entire zonn-or'actiun.or the lst Basttsllion. Wire was care-
fully liid to these well prepured and protected obaservation
_poats. It was necessary %o run new wire lines repesatedly to
the gun positions. These wires wers lnocked out sgain and
agein after a few minutes cperation due tq the heavy shelling.
Fate also seemed to be taking e hend. Shortly after the et

tﬁ’ Faraonﬁ Eonaga

(36) Persomal knowledge; Statement by Major Warren C. Wood,
then Executive Officer, lst Battalion, on 2-14, 1950
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tack jumped off 24 Lieutenant James W, Powers, section leader,
was ocoupying his observation post and firing effectively inte
‘the enemy positiona -whon he was completely blown out of his
ventage point by a Germen 65 mm round snd had to be evacuated,
{37)

Prisoners teken by the lst Bettalion during two hours
totaled only four. PFighting had been so intense that 1t was
difficult to obtsin captives, let alone guard them and see that
- they were sent to the rear. It seemed strange t.hai; these four
battle weary, dirty end slightly dased individuals were part of
Hitler's super soldiers who were anppeaodlr- conguering the world.
Rapid interrogation at the battslion ew roat-. indicated that
we had partislly penetrated the MLE for the city of ST. L0. (38)

About 0730 hours commnication wes estsblished with Come
pany A on the left. The initial movement of both Companies A
and C had swung slightly to the 'leﬁ; and Company A was sbount |
200 ysrds to the left rear of the positions of Company C,
Captain McGowan's men were moving slowly .ngains_t vhat seemed to
be rather light resistance and socmh were able to move up along
side of the positions held by the other asssult compsny. Cap=
telin McGowan requested tanks for the contimmence of the attack.
He believed that i1f he had tanks axid was furniched aome ex-
plosives he could blow passeges for them through the hedgerows.
Tenks elso would lend eon.f‘iécnoo to hie men as .thp:r progressed
forward, (39) | | _ |

A requoa.t was Mediataly placed with regiment for tho

| !5’” “Fersonal Unowledge
38) Personal knowledge
(38) Personal knowledge
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tanke end the explosives. Response was immediate. The 24 Bate
 talion had been able to make only slight geins and one platoonm .
of tanks stteched te the 2d Battalion were ordered to report to -
the lst Battalion. (40) | .

The use of tanks in hedgerows had been develeped by other
units who reund they alded greatly In the advance providing
breaches in the hedgerows eould be mede for the tanks to pass
‘through, Heavy iron prongs in some instences had been welded .
to the final drive housing, These prongs could rip holes in
the upper portionz of scme hedgercws sallowing the tanks to |
brcaeh the obitaeloa. Also holes made by the prongs provided
apneea in which to losd demolitions in order to blew & gap
through the hedgerows., (41)

At this time it was declded that Compeny A was in posie
~ tien to envelop the nose of HILL 122 from the left and work
in behind the mein enemy positions lmmedistely in front of Come
pany C. This amvelopmnt was to be made at 0900 hours, Com- |
pany C would rennin in position 1mﬁing what mpport it oould
by fire. Company B was thm to be coxmitted through coupmy c
and join Company A in the push toward the town of EMELIE, a
small growp of .huild!.ngs on the northesst nose of HILL 122,

This plan had & strong possibility of mcééeding and at the

| time would stralghten out the directien of attsck and bring
the full force of the two compsnies on the immediate battalion
objective, | | |

The torra.tn eenfrontins the battslion at ths.s tm is
worthy of note. The ground sloped upward toward the crest of
HILL 122, Each field surrounded by hedgerows had epparently

ST B8O -
{(41) A-2, p. 56 ‘e
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been loveled throughout the years and 1:n doing so each suce
cessive fleld iaa higher. This created a terrsced effect with
each successive hedg_am-higher. If it were not for the presence
of trees In the hedgerows, the slopes of HILL 122 might resemble
n_gimt irregular stairway. Behind these earthen walls tho
enemy had emplaced machine guns, cutting small openings through
which observation could be obtained snd the guns fired. The
resulting fire would graze across the field, gradually rising
80 that it would also graze across the top of the opposite
hedgerows. These emplacements were ususlly located in the cor-
ners of each field sc¢c that often two or more automatic weapons
eovered the entire area of esch small fleld with low grasing
‘fire, Within the battalion zone rsn & sunken trail which of~
~fered the most ;eovar when moving forwasrd. This trall was quite
narrow with the sloping sides :foming the base of tall hedge~
rows on both sides, The entire length of the trail had been
heavily mined with unti-?pdrsomal mines on the sloping sides.
The narrow trail itself had been left free of mines. Presrrang-
ed fires had evidently begn prepared to fall along thel.'trail'
Nany e#mlues were suffered as the men inatinctively stepped
off the trail for the slighﬁ protection of the hedgerows as
fire was biought down. This was the route over which all imp-_-
plies were carried for the next .fw days operetion. (42)
Shortly after 0900 hours Company A, this time sccompanied
by tanks, jJjumped off enveloping acrosz the froant of Company C.
Tank-infantry cooperation was not at its best. There was m
way of commnicating with the men in the tenk. Time after time
it was necessary to cravl upon the teank, best on the buttomed

T Fersonal Enowledge
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up hateh untlil it wes opened, po:l.nt'out targets and change
the direction of the tank as it was guided thronah the hedge=
rowss The attack proved te be successful, Company A found
themselves moving down the resar aide of a hedgerow anﬁ for the
first time they could see what the _onm looked like from the
rear. Thirty eight prisoners were szoon on their wé;' te the |
rear, (43) By tbls time Company B, Cammended by Captein
Frencis C. Mason, joined in the attack on the right of Compsny
‘A end the attack contimued until just short of the town of
EMELIE, both eompanies were forced to stop and recrganize,
This now placed Compeny A and compiny B in the sssault
‘with Compeny C in reserve, Company C now had the amch needed
time to reorgenize its forces that hed survived the first four
hours of combat. (See Map E) (44) |

CONTINUATION OF THE ATTACK

With the relatively fresh boupani.es B and A now abreast
snd well consolidsted, the battslion commender oraérad e con-
tinmuetion of the attack to commence at 1250 hours, The initilal
shock and confusion which had been evident in the battle thus
far was begimning to wear off and the leaders were beginning
to take a detached view in estimating the situation snd in eme
ploying their troops. The initial féar im using radios had
now completely worn off end all units were freely ua:lng radlo _
eomnicatien Ihi.ch was essentiel to them in controlling thelr
unite.

The hedgerow fighting which had been new to them that
morning was now an old story. The success of such ﬁ@ﬁng

m) ﬁ Pe S'f:
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in reelity depended upon the individusl and the squed. The
limited length of observation in a1l directions mede the in-
dividual feel that he and the few buddles in his immediate
vicinity woro_t;ghting all by thansolve#; It was inposaiblo
to see or knov what was happening to the squad in the edjscent
field. A full scele fight in which men Aled eould take plsce
100 yards distant without your knowledge except an awareness
of a firefight ihich did not immediately effect you. (45) |

Reorganization was taking place throughout the bettalion.
Regupply of smmnition was no problem. The entire battlefield
from the line of departure to the present positiona was litter-
ed with equipment, smmmition, K rations and the bodies of
ccunxldsa men -ho'haﬁ given thelr 11133 auring the nornins'ﬁ
conflict. Aid men were bustly checking each body, eagerly
looking for a spark of 1life 1n the inert forms. Much could be
#aid sbout the bravery displayed by the unarmed eid men as they
followed closely imto the fromt lines rapldly evacuating thoae
who were wounded. Battle weary uoldiers_cauld be seen taking
sxmunition from their fallen comrades who had no further use .
for it. Leaders were regrouping their men into fighting teams,
Privetes bDecame Sergeanta. Some Sorg§aatn became Frivates,
The final tesi was daveleping leaders in a space of mimtea, -
Some men had to be taken to the rear and placed in jobs in the
kitchen arsa. Wire linni'w-re repaired snd artillery and more
tar concentrationa checked. (46) _ _

The machine gun platoons from Compeny D were badly de=
pleted. The pletoon commanders, Lieutemants Alexander Cameron
and Clarence C. Bartsch were both dead. Technical Sergeants

T48)  Fersonal knowledge
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Bernsrd A. Elliott and Raymond D. Wents had alresdy taken over
and recrganized as casualties occurred. It was now possible
to operate only two guns per platoon, each gun operated by .
four men.. ' The mechine gun platoons had suffered approximstely
704 cesuslties. The mortar platoon had suffered few casualties
buat it was necessary to trensfer some of the men to the machine
gus 50 only four of the aix mortars were displeced forward,
Compsny D Bxecutive Officer, lst Lieutenant John W, 'Iillim,
Jre., had died from machine gun wounds, The morter platoon com-
mender and two section leaders had been Wounded and evacusted.
Compsny D rm itself with the company commsnder end one other .
officer remaining er.tha eight entering combat., (47)

The rifle companies hed suffered sbout 50% casualties
smong their officers and Captein Leslie G. Wilsom, Commanding
Headquarters Compsny, lst Battallon had been killed.

Promptly on time the battalion launched s coordinated ate
tack to gain the crest of HII.I- 122 which was now only 600 yurds
distant, Twenty minutes later the villege of smm bad beon
- captured, (48) The leading elements of Company B pushed its
.wWay 0 the ecrest of HILL 122 but were foreced to withdrail. to
positions just south of EMELIE. During the remsinder of the
afternoon the lst Battalion hung on to their precaricuz posie
tion. One courterattack was broken up by ertillery, 4.2
chemical mortar, 81 mm mortsr end 60 mm morter fire delivered
by the supporting wespons. Another attack delivered by the
énamy actually penetrated the line held by Company A but was
 finally repulased by fierce close ﬁshtiﬁg. Elements of Company
B were again on top of HILL 122 at 2150 hours where they were

T&TT Personal knowledge
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Jjoined a short time later by Company A.. A twilight counter
attack, however, forced them to withdraw 200 yards. A coordi-
nated twilight attack was lawnched snd by 2305 hours Companies
A and B were sgain in possession of HILL 122, this time to
stay. (49) The lst Bettalion hed sdvanced 2300 meters and
were on the first objective essigned them in Worid War II.
Elghty seven prisoners had been taken by the 134th Infentry
during the day. (s.."nag E) (50) _

The 1st Battslion consolidated its position for all amm
defense. Battglion hesdquarters moved up immedlately behind
the positions ocoupled Ly Compsnies A snd Bs Company C closed
in the resr of the battalion, Ammunition wae brought up. Food
hed not been thought of during the entire day. A check reveal-
ed that most of the men still had the full ration issued to
them prior to the attack., Some listlessly opened a wit of
thelr ration end sutomatically begen to eat the cold food.
Others didn't eat, Canteens were still full, The shock of
entering combat was still being felt by the lit Battalion -
no one wented sleep -~ sveryone kept bnsy ‘consolidating pesi-
tions, sighting weapons, Teplenishing smmmitien and grenades
and trying not to think of their missing comrades. (51)

The advance made by the lst Battallon placod.”thon in a
rather precarlous posltion. The 24 Battelion had been able to
advance 700 y;.rd_s' to the vicinity of LES ROMAINS. The 34 Bat-
talion had been uéemblad in the aftermoon emd had moved up
to positions about 1000 yards in rear of the 1lst Battalien,
They had been busy throughout the aftermoon and the evening mopw
ping up scattered resistance bypasased by tho 1lst 'Bati:alion..‘ (52)

- T497 A-4, p. 40; Personal knowledge
{50) A=~10, p. 40

(61) Personal knowlsdge .

(52) "‘93 P 2




In support of the 35th Division attack, division ertillery
fired 11,000 rounds while the 924 Chemicel Mortsr Battalion
hed fired 7,000 rounds. (53)

JULY 1944

At 0048 hours the regiment received a division order to
congolidate 1ts positions and to preﬁaro té~nttank on order.
(64)

As dawn broke the lst Battalion discovered that it -did
not completely eontrol Hill 122. The eresg of Hill 122 is oval
in shape approximstely 700 yards long and 300 yards wide with
the long axis running generally east and_west. The battalion
had attacked from the north and mow ocoupled approximately one
third of the creat. There were portiona of 12 smell flelds
each bounded by hedgerows on the cresat of the hill and 1t wasa
eatimated that the battalion muat capture two more hedgerows
before they could begin to look down the other gide. (855)

The positions now oeccupied by the battalion were well situated.
Poalitions had been dug in during the night and 1t was belleved
that the ground could be held, During the early morning there
was little firing carriéd on by e ther side., It was dwrlng thia
pericd that the bodles of seversal inn_nore found who haed been
missing since the initial attack 1505154 They were found ap=-
proximately 100 ysards beyond the Villsge of EMELIE which lin-~
dicated thet they had pqn;tratea almost to the battalion ob-
Jective in their initial attack. '{56)
_ The slow arducus task of clearing the battlefield was now
T53) A-2, p. 107 —
(54) A-20, p. 40

(556) Personal knowledge
(56) Personal knowledge
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in progréaa. Kitchen personnel had been érganized in groups

to help remove the desd men and cattle from the area. m days
wore quite warm and already the stench of over ripe flesh was
ever present. \ '

At 1100 the enemy la.unﬁhad it's one attempt of the day to
retaike the ground lost, Artillery and mortar fire had been in-
creasing in velume ginoe 1000 and every man was at his post
ready to defend the _ground which had been so costly the .day
before. The sttack was successfully repulsed with only wminor
casualties while aeva-re damage was inflicted on the enemy
forces., (57)

The 24 Battalion advenced very little during the day and
the 3d Battalion moved up to the right flank of the lat Bate
talion against scattered resistence preparatory t_.o making the
main effort on the 17th. Thirteen prisoners were captured dur-
ing the days operation. (58) (See NMap F) |

7 JULY 1944

The regiment had been ordered to continue the attack at
0430 with 3 battalions from their preaent positions. The day
dawned dull and eloudy with a heavy ground fog ihich farther
limited the slready limited visibility. The lst Battslion
jumped off on time, but were met with heavy mortar, -urtillorj
snd machine gun fire and were forced to fall back to their pre-~
pared positions, It was elmost impoasible to utllize tanks
and available fire support without better cbservation. The
enemy coantinued to heavily shell the battalidn positions and
about 0630 an enemy ralding party penetrated to Company Bts

Te7T A=103.10
(58) A-10, p. 40
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CP before they wers annihilated. (59)

The grouwnd fog finally lifted and 1000 found the bat-
talion moving forward with Compamnies A and B still leading.
Previous training was now paying off. MNachine gun fire was
Placed on the hedgerow shead keeping enemy fire down while de-
molition erews prepered and blqw gaps in the hedgerows. A48
tanks moved through the gaps, riflemen would storm the hedge-
row ahead seeking out the dug in and well protected enemy. It
was often necessary to throw grenades in the enemy dugouts to
atop enemy machine guns. The enemy, protected by a log cover-
od dugout and firing through a smsll slit in the hedgerow,’ con-
tinued to fire until his position was entered from the rear.
(60) Prisoners testified that they hed been ordered to hold
their positions “to the last man® and under any éircunatancsa.
(61) | |

The third day of combat could well be described as &
repetition of the first days actlion with the individual soldler
dominating the scene with his guts, determination and complete
disregard for personal safety carrying him over hndgerow'arter
hedgerow. The entire action thus far, ﬁaﬂ been characterized
by a narrow zZone with only one dlrection to go and that was
forward toward the objective,

By late afternoon thn lst Battalion was oatahliahbd well
down on the forward siOpe of Hill 1228, The battaiion had ade
vanced about 400 yards finally breeching the crest of Hill 122,
(62) These positions proved to be the last prepared positions
~encountered by the battallion morth of ST, LO. (63)

(88) Feraonal knowledge
{60) Personal kmowledge
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The enemy however, had not yet given up. The lat Bate
talion was counterattacked st 1810 by . strong foree supported
by the usual devastating mortar, artillery, and machine gun
fire. Thia attack was repulsed snd the battalion occcupled
these positiens throughout the night. (64)  \

In summary of this action, the lst Battalion, 134th In-
fantry attacked on a narrow front through hazardous hedgerows
overgrown with trees and vegetation, captured and secured
critisal terraln overlooking the city of 8. LO, FRANCE. Thus
they broke the last enomy main line of resistance north of ST,
10. Due to the type of terrain, width of the zone and dis-
positions of the enemy, who were well dug in and protected from
all types of fire except direct srtillery hits, the attack was
doiivoroa frontally, Throughout the operstion the battalion
was approximately 1000 yards in advence of all other Ifriendly
units thus leaving both flanks uﬁprotected. The capture of
Hill 122 assisted greatly in the capture of 87. IO, an important
communications center located on the VIRE RIVER.

| During the operation the 1l34th Infaniry captured 100
prisonera md kllled msny more who were making a last ditch
stand in their prepared positions, (656) The Regiment suf-
fered 102 killed, 589 wounded and 101 nisalng in action during
the three day period covered. (66) |

The lat Battalion was awarded the Distingulshed Unit Cita-
tion for the aggressive capture of Hill 122 against a dsterained
esnemy by General Order 66, 10 August 1945, War Department, Wash-
ington 25, D, Co (67) |
T64). A=, pe &35 '

(65) A~10, p. 40

(66) A=S, Chap. ITI
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\LYS I3 CRITICISM

1. RECONNAISSANCE

~ Complete and thorough reconnaissance for an& sction, how-
ever minor, 1s highly important. In the action previously
described, a limlited smount of reconnaissance was successfully
carried out, but in the writer's opinlon the reconnalassance
 was 1n’conpinto. This was probably due to inexperience on the
part of the unit leaders, rather then the lack of knowledge.
In this type of terrain a complete reconnalsssnce is dangerous
and sometimes costly, but later actions proved that i'plan of
action based on a complete reconnalasance ancdnplishnd tﬁe m&a#
glon with & minlmum loss of personnel, Unlt leaders must have
sufficient time and maximum information avsilable while con-
dusting reconnalssance to insure thet mexismum results n@y be
schieved. ‘

2. SMALL UNIT LEADERS

The operation just desoribed proves the value of small
unit lesdership. Although not explained in detail, it was at
times essential for the oompany commenders and platoon leaders
-£0 personally lead small groups in destroying enemy strong-
polanta, In any operation it is essential that each squad lander,'
each section leader and each platoon leader must fulfill his
job to further the misslon. Generally 1t should not be neces-
sary for the next higher connnnder‘or leader to actively en=-
gage 1n the action of the subordimate unit, slthough at times
it 18 neceasary for the higher commander to be present with
the unit on any level to further the accomplishment of that
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units mission, Individual squad action typified the lesdere
ship in the small unit by actively taking the initiative by
defeating the enemy immedlately in front of them without lmowle
edge of the accomplishments of their adjacent elements. At
times this placed them in precarious positions well in advance
_of the other portions of_ their platoons. Thils was further
exemplified by the individual soldier taking the responsibility
. and the initiative when his leeder became s casualty. In any
well trained unit, individuals must be ready and willing to
tuh over the leadership of a wnit in the eventuality their

leader becomes a casualty.
3. SUPPORTING AUTOMATIC FIRE

Supporting sutometic weepons can snd do play an important
roiu in any action. In many cases it is wise to attach these
weapons directly to platoons during the attack so that full
benefit of thelr volume of fire may be utilized. In the attack
on H1ll 132 1t was impossible to employ the machine guns of the
Heavy Weapons Company in direct or 5enerai support of the at-
tacking oénpmiu. Realisging this, plens were made and units
trained utilising i;ho machine guns as an integral part of a
rifle platoon, This enabled the machine gw:aa, combined with
autm#ie rifies, to lay a leavy concentration of fire on the
next hedgerow while the riflemen worked forwerd to assault the
enemy positions, The heavy raﬁer-caclcd machine gun was not
designed for this type of use in offensive sction. The men who
normally manned these guns preferred to use them with the addle
tion of & bipod to the water jacket than oxchange them for the
1light mechine gun. This employment of the machine guns of Com=
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pany D proved to be highly effective in the atteck. Defensive=-
ly they were employed in the normal manner and were fired ef-
fectively sgainst enemy cbanternttaoks.

4. AGGRESSIVE ACTION

Success or fallure can sometimes be messured by the force
and determination with which sn sttack is launched. The 1lst .
Battalion, 134th Infantry, attacking in a narrow gzone, restricte
ed in its ability to maneuver its elements by the nature of the
~ terrain necessarlily hed to attack frontally the enemy's well
protected defenslive poslitions, It was highly o;ﬁontinl that
once forward novqnnﬁz-bggan it be epntinuod until enemy posi-
tions were overrun., This roduired aggressive action oh the
part of all individuals who repeatedly attacked through final
protective fires delivered by enemy mschine guns and rirloa‘vith
complete dlsregard for personal safety, This neceasitated crosa~-
ing open spaces without benefit of cover or concealment. It
was neceasary to exercise constant pressure on the smemy to
prevent him from organizing successive positions. Tﬁo impatus
galned in the initial attack was attributed to the aggressive
spirit and initiative displayed by the ssssult elemsnts which
contributed largely to the succesaful espture of the objective
where eﬁhera_hnd failed, | |

5. MORTAR FIRE, OBSERVATIOH AND CONTROL

During tho-eonduct of the attack, mortar fire can be a
. degisive factor in the defeating of the enemy., In ordsr to sc-
ecomplish this observation and eontrol are essentiasl, During
the initial phase of the aection described, effective prearrang-



ed fire waa delivered on enemy positions. The only means of
cbaoﬁing,;nd controlling this fire waa through rtll:to use of
wire lald between the forward observer and the mortars. This
method proved to be highly ineffective due to th§ frcqu&my

of the damage to the wire inflicted by enemy fire. This indicat~-
od & need ror an additional type of communlcation: between the
forward observer and the gun position. In later operations the
use of forward observers equipped with the SCRH 300 radlo com-
municating directly with an SCR 300 radlo at the mortar posis
tiona proved to be highly 'frcctivo; Fari;li'd observers for
the mortar platoon accompsnied each rifle compsny in the as-
sault, firing the mnrtara.1n . mammer similar to that utilize
od by artillery forward obaervera.

6. CLOSE ENVELOPMENT

In the conduct of the attack each unit should strive te
locate a weakness in the enemy position. This can often be
ascomplished by enveloping the ensmy position and attacking
across the reer from a flank. Company A found s weak spot in
the enemy defenses which on#bxod them, in spite of the close
terrain, to penseirate and gtta.ek the enemy positions from the
snewy's rear, In thls instance the close envelopment was ao-
complished by a short penetration. In conducting an envelope
ment 1t is advantggeous to secure oritical terrain in rear of
the position being onvilopod_. ‘However in this ﬁntam'o a close
' meneuver enabled Company A to envelop the enemy position snd
infllict serious dsmege in his main line of resistance with -
winismun loszses. | |



7. BATTLEPTELD CLEARANCE

In reviewing this action it was evident that s unit
partiecipating in its first combat action may not be fully sware
of the importance that should be attached to r&mving the dead
men snd snimals and discerded equipment promptly from the bat-
tlefield. This may be largely contributed to fhn initial shock
oipcriem?odxthsn engaging_in combat for the first time, Al-'
though the action described covered a period or'ihroe‘dawi, no
eoncerted offort was made to clear the battlefield until the
second day. This was due in part to the intense enemy artil-
lery and mortar fire encountered throughout the Battalion Zone.
It is believed that the presence of the dead lowers the morale
of the men. In my estimation it csnnot be too strongly em=
phasiged that the wounded and the dead be evacuated without
delsy. Discsrded smmunition, equipment and rations should be
promptly gathered, salvaged end reissued in order to prevent
loss,. |

LESSONS

l. Reconnalsgence 1s esaantial in any type of oparation
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ment of troops to accompliah a given miaSion.
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3. A1l Buppsziﬂgwggggnatio weapons must util ree

gardles!‘ﬁfw%ho problem encountered and in any twpo of torrnin
in order that maximum fire power available can be delivered on

the enemy.

4, Constant preaaure on the enemy 1n the atteck can be
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5. AMeguate communication between th
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] obaarvor and
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" the zun poaitiens is oumtial in delivering eﬂ'ectin mortar
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8., Buccess lnd >
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7. FPrompt bnttleﬂ.old clearmco is necesssry to maintain
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& high stato of mrt.lt nnd fighting spirit in & wnlit, =




