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OTTOATIOW OF THE 117TH INFANTHY HEGIMENT 
( 3 0 F I INFANTS* B I V B ION) W TH1 BRIAGIIING 
OF THBBXBGFHISD'LINS IN THE VICINITY OF 

AlSBOBFt GBRMANYt 2-8 OCTOBER 1944. 
RHINELAND CAMPAIGN) 

(Personal Experience of a Regimental Adjutant) 

ffTlpagOTICB 

After World War I many military men were thinking mainly in terms 

of the defense* Certain European countries constructed defensive works 

along their frontiers heretofore unparalled in mil i tary history* One 

*"'"""'Such d^fitito SW"+W*#A'-'miJtiaVL% "*•*•££* ^QTT^l* r'^VRV^SKt^*"- -iyittrr.^^g:^ 

in 1939 and 1940 f extending from Kleve on the Dutch frontier to Lorrach 

on the Swiss border. (1) This German West Wall was approximately 350 

miles in length, extending from 8 to 20 miles in depth* and contained 

more than 22,000 separate works* (2) i t was bui l t on the principal 

of increasing the defensive strength of the terrain, and consisted 

mainly of elaborate concrete pi l lboxes and anti-tank barr iers . The 

~~ Germans had not yet iaarhed the %edgehog^ d 

by the Russians, and intended that their for t i f i cat ions soften the 

_ attacker for the launching of strong counterattacks by reserves held 

behind the l i n e . (3) 

It was a portion of t h i s f o r t i f i e d l i n e that the 117th Infantry 

Regiment faced on the morning of 2 October 1944 with the mission of 

breaching a gap for the furtherance of the Al l ied offensive in Europe. 

Now le t us go back to 1942 and summarize the ©vents of World War II that 

placed the 117th Infantry in th i s position* 

Early in 1942 the All ied s trateg ic planners reached a general 

agreement to the effect that the f ina l blow against Germany must be 

delivered across the English Channel and eastward across the plains of 

Western luropet Originally the orois«Ghannel operation wa« set for the 

. mummmr of 1943• but after firolonigad iiiemieeion and study It wee deter* 

(1) A-rf, p. 4, (•) A»t. »* 10* (!) A»§t »* 4* 
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ain#d t h a t the bui ld-up for t h i s operat ion could not he completed by 

t h a t t ime . S t i l l i t was evident t h a t something must be done t o lessen 

the pressure on the Soviet Army, so the decis ion was made t o a s s a u l t 

Horth Africa* This operat ion would d i v e r t some German pressure from 

t h e eas tern f r o n t , would is^rove t h e c r i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n in the Middle 

Bast , and fur thermore, was the only operation tha t could be undertaken 

M J ^ i M ^ 8 8 >a 194kZ t ha t had a f a i r pros*p<ict of suseass* {4} - ..—.-

In November of 1942 the United S t a t e s and Great"Bri ta in had launched 

t h e operat ion which drove the Axis Armies out of a l l North Afr ica , At 

the Casablanca conference in January of 1943 the Combined Chiefs of Staff 

MtMMVMkMnit i r e c t e d t h a t d«atsi^*»n nJL@r>« "h^ mr>d& •?&*<• +J-" . m i ^ / i 4 -^4 ~>~ ~& ««-,,* a^^.. 

Europe, (5) However, s ince Axis cont ro l of the Mediterranean Sea denied 

the Al l i e s t h i s source of ooi&cunications and forced t h e i r shipping in to 

a-lSjGOO mils detc exour arouna t h e C&ps of mz& Hope,, the A l l i e s launched 

, * (J 

the a t t ack against S i c i l y in July 1943. This was followed \>y a landing 

in I t a ly in September of 1943* (6) By t h e end of September S i c i l y had 

f a l l e n , the I t a l i a n s had surrendered, and the A l l i e s were f i g h t i n g the 

(fermans on the I t a l i a n mainland* (?) 

The s tage was now se t for the cross-channel operation i n t o Western 

larope t o s t r i k e at the hear t of the German homeland* The bui ld-up for 

t h i s operation was one of the most tremendous l o g i s t i c a l undertakings 

in mi l i t a ry h i s t o r y , (8) 

The campaign in Western Europe was launched 6 June 1944 agains t 

the Cotentin Peninsula . (9) After approximately two months of b i t t e r 

•hedgerow* f i g h t i n g the Al l i e s broke out of Normandy and began a rap id 

pur su i t of the disorganised German Araiy across France, Luxemburg, Belgium 

and Holland, On 15 August 1944 another All ied Army had landed on th*s 

southern coast of France and advanced rap id ly northward, (10) By the 

l a t t e r . p a r t of September the Al l ied dr ive had reached the Siegfr ied Line 

(4) A*9, p , 183,154,1$!!, (*) 4-10, p , 1* (6) A-f, pff.lSe.i69* 1641 (7) 
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U>* if i^tua, ^ f o r i a c f e o f l o g i g t i c < i i g ^ w u ( n ) ^ ^ 

tra t ive plane had been p l i c a t e d 0Q . , 1 ( W o f f e n e i v e ^ ^ ^ 

. « U . and the ep.ed of the advance c o n n e d operationa! reserves ^ 

strained transportation f a c i l i t i e s *A • !,* ^ 
*%«* a t t o u ^ i e s t o the breaking p©iat« (18) 

f&e Supreme Comaander of the All ied 3 K « M K M * « ^ » ~ ^ 
*^*AOU ^P^rsxonary Forces had 

aalected tha Aachen plain for the main thruat lnt„ «... 
u» oain xnruat Into Germany, This sector 

afforded favorable terrain for th« «+t»~i, A 
W t i l 9 a t t a < * . «o4 was a short route into 

%b6J^LldletZ.i&1 ™LJ»**' W. F i r a t . I T ^ M - a u ^ ^ . . ^ - - . 

XB Corps, of which the 30th ***** Mviaion was a part , the . i s s i o n 

of .reaching the Siegfried Una and advancing to secure a bridgehead 
across the i?hine Riv^r -»n +^» ~~i~.~~ -

, * r &MA*- xiie area se lected 
for the i n i t i a l assault was the FalenburP S 6et- f t« ^ *• - . 

«*Awi2oarg section in tne ^Oth Division 
zone, (14) ( s # * nap B \ T h i 8 e l f i o t 1 r t n . . , 

* /• in i s select ion had heen made before the lead-
ing troops had reached the German border, ( i s ) 

i t was t o a ^ e a breakthrough of the S i e g f r i . 1 Line, and second, i t . a s ^ 

t o than „ ^ S O t t t h t O T 6 r d ^ ^ t o r e l i e y e p r e s e u r e o a v n c c r o e ^ 

y « r e engaged in a b i t ter f i g h t for t h a t c i t y . ( J 5 ) T h e ̂ ^ ^ 

deterained to hold the c i t v of Ae<*h*« & , 
ae cixy or Aachen, A conaiunications and industrial 

center, i t was the f i r s t lar*?<i Get-m*.* ^<* **-
zrsi large German c i ty threatened with capture by the 

A l l i e s , (17) 

The 30th Infantry Division's plan was t o att*«ir ^ . 
^*f»« was ^o attack on a narrow front 

with t w o r e g e n t s ftbrsest} ^ i m h ^ ^ ^ ̂  ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ 

on the r ight , . f t e r gett ing through the piXXbox a -̂ea both r e g e n t , were 

t o awing south to take l n f laak t h . fflor. d l f f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

fr ied U n e , and to l W with the l e t Infantry Mvi . ion of v « Corpa to 

(11) A-10, p . 53 | (12) A . l 0 , pp. 35, Bit (is\ A . l o n, -.» . . , 
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encirc le Aachen* Tho 130th mf aatry wao to ' i n i t i a l l y h*M on tho 

division south flank t and be prepared ta-at taok saattjard sr t o eoaa 

through the pip to Join in the assaul t t o tho south* The M Araored 

Division was t o follow through tho pip a* soon as poss ible , and drivo 

t o the north and east* (18) 

Attached t o the 30th Infantry Division for t h i s operation wore* 

One medium f i e ld a r t i l l e r y ba t ta l ion 
Two l ight f ie ld a r t i l l e r y bat ta l ions 
toe 4*2H Chemical mortar ba t ta l ion 

:; One tank destroyer bat ta l ion _.... ' ,.*-" 
One medium tank ba t t a l ion , ;; .^ 

In d i rec t support of the division weret 

.;v&ms*j::-. 

m o - -_™.-. ^ - y mgdjnro a r t i l lsrvu"pattal i oafi __11n„, ... 
One engineer group. 

In addit ion, VII Corps a r t i l l e r y was to par t ic ipa te in the pr«p%ra* 

tory f i r e s and I£ T&tieaX 4ir "onr-and ^as to deliver an a i r s t r ike* The 

a i r s t r i ke was t o be made by nine groups (3&4 planes) of medium bcabers, 

and two groups (72 planes) of fighter~bembersf to i (a) effect a sa tura

t ion bombing of the breakthrough area; (b) knock out pil lboxes iaasdia* 

v "Vv» " ** .--
Xel: ing' the assault r s£i^^§ |"-w: t~^j^f i€OT^ 

could be used for iiamediate counterattack* (IS) 

'#** 

The 117th Infantry Regiment had crossed the yrersan ?*&?€er on 19 

S f l r T G£2D iX" i . ^ " ^ ^ a i H l - v 2 " J ± i ' v - 5 - v -—...;. - - -• i- —;~ _^_ i ^ -_ - - i ,**•*.--•.- i . — c ^ • = . . . - - ..•=.-*.•_•*• — .£_ — — -

Palenberg* The Regiment had traveled sore than 500 road s i l e s since 

landing in Normandy, f ight ing, march lag, and r iding when vehicles and 

gasoline were avai lable. The sen were weary and supplies i?ere short* 

Nevertheless orders were received on the ni^ht of IS September that 

called for an attack on the Siegfried Line the next morning* The attaok 

was l a te r postponed by higher headquarters because &ir was not available 

t o oupport the attack* a c r i t i c a l shortage of a r t i l l e r y ansunition ag

is ted , and there was a fear of overextension. (&0) 
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f o r e s t a l l e d planning and special t ra ining of assault teams* For the 

n*xt two weeks there was l i t t l e ac t iv i ty along the asgUaental front other 

than pa t ro l l ing and the occasional exchange of f i r e , I t is in te res t ing 

to note tha t i n i t i a l l y friendly pa t ro ls found many of the pil lboxes in 

the Regimental sector unoccupied* Thus, th is necessary delay not only 

gave the 117th Infantry time to prepare a well planned, coordinated 

a t tack, but i t also gave the eneiay sufficient ' time-to bring in troops 

to man a l l pillboxes and to further strengthen his defensive pos i t ion . 

(31) 

the Siegfried Line in the 117th Infantry's sector made fu l l use of 

the exis t ing t e r ra in . (See Map C). The enemy had excellent observation 

over the open ground an attacker would have to cross, and had si tuated 

his main defensive posit ion behind a ser ies of natural and a r t i f i c a l ob

s t ac l e s . The attacker would f i r s t have to cross approximately 1 SCO yards 

of open farmland before the ground dropped rather abruptly and offered 

about 300 yards of fa i r ly good cover. Beyond th is cover was a f la t open 

f i e la extending 550 yards to the'Hurm Hiver, Xhe fur a Biver,: although """"" 

only 20 to 30 feet wide was a formidable obstacle. The water was 4 to 5 

feet d&ep a.nd the bottom very muddy. Vertical banks extended 2 to 4 feet 

above the water, and the so i l along the banks was soft* The town of 

liarienber* was s i tuate* on the *est side of the r ive r , and could W made 

into a strong point should the enemy so shoose* The only bridge in the 

117th Infantry's sector had been blown. Once across the r iver the at tacker 

would have to cross 250 yards of gently r i s ing ground before costing t o a 

high hedge and rai lroad embankment which would offer some protection from 

« a a y f i r e from the pillbox area. Beyond the rai l road and across a f l a t 

open f ie ld were the p i l lboxes , well camouflaged AM mutually supporting* 

(22) These individual for t s were constructed of concrete and s tee l with 

walls from 5 to 8 feet th ick . Each pillbox contained a number of room»f 

(SI) Personal knowledge; (£*) * - 3 . ^ 47^ 
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iiwittdlag sleeping q u a r t w . , « « « » i t i o n lock .re , and gasproof chamber*. 

They had excel lent prepared paths of f i r e although their f i r e wa, limited 

to 40 or 50 degrees. Hon.'of the pi l lboxes in the 117th Infantry's sector 

were capable of mounting weapons larger than machine guns. The pi l lboxes 

were connected by f ie ld-type communication trenches, and numerous f i r ing 

trenches were positioned throughout the area, (83) Beyond the pillbox 

area wer« the towns o f Palenberg and tfbaoh. Other pi l lboxes were located 

to the north and south of these towns. A c r i t i c a l terrain feature was 

a high bluff, containing a c luster of p i l lboxes , on the north edge of 

Palenberg. Two slag p i l e s on the east edge of Palenberg gave the enemy 

e x c e l l e n t observe rah" over the entiTeTr'ea. Other defensive measures 

included minefields, barbed wire, an a n t i t a n k ditch that extended 

across part of the sector , and underground communication l i n e s . (34) 

i^emy troops in the 117th Infantry's sector were estimated to be 

two reinforced r i f l e companies of the 183d German Divis ion. The qual i ty 

of the troops was re la t i ve ly poor, consist ing of a mixture of old. young 

_ _ " d . £ ! : ^ ^ 1 : 3 r . ^ 5 ? n l ? . , l . » ? 1 * l * r s * h 0 " a d >?.«»..throw book into the l i n e . 

A few fanatics were sprinkled through the l o t , but for the most part they 

were w i l l i n g to surrender after a brief show of res i s tance . (25) 

"tr;r-""***»*̂ "F̂ ** jfju*u* w A I I ^ C K » 

To accomplish the task of penetrating the Siegfried Line, the 

Regimental Commander's plan cal led for an attack in column of bat ta l ions , 

from posit ions in the v i c i n i t y of Scherpenseel, eastward t o include the 

capture of Obach. The 1st batta l ion , leading the assaul t , would attack 

south of the v i l l a g e of Marienberg, force a crossing of the Wurm aiver 

and capture the pi l lboxes in i t ' s sons between the railroad and the 

western edg, of Ubach. After gaining th is object ive, the 1st battal ion 

would take up a defensive pos i t ion facing south. (&) 

Company •»• , under regimental oontrol, would attaok on the l e f t of 

t h . 1st battal ion, clear the v i l l age of Uarienberg. and s e i s e t h . bridge 

{as, u i t n r M W«MI <«»7 -,.-& ««£>», 3*s. liTti.-ar,-,-'*? utrrwow/mi, 

T 

. I 
'«••-.-:.V-

V 

j?r 

I 
«t«*»«m*mm»mm*w*mr*«] ••* *'*>« * »**»' *mm 

• «t <ti t 11* "" '"'> .ii^^bUA-i 4,t'& 8**4«^'Y?%i#»*«"»t 4irtH»«-«frtW«*-i«'-*.-« >i K 

>„̂  

-• <*« .>«eM «)».•»*» ««,.JiWi.t.*y«««,*» 
«-«fri- J 1 t * -J»* .?" 

,* * 

«*r *. *»», Afr^ieHS/ «y*>-»*i,i 

W$?:' 

•'. •lOiL-A **nm «'*,*:' 
$m, ̂  . W«^fV T^^f#* * « 4 H ^ ^ 

fa^smmtmJmc > « • * 

T 
iwfcr i»< 

•**toje»* » , * - . v i 



.MM*.»mi*mw*&w&^<m»M*wim-#mi*w»*] i iiiiiiii'iiiiiiiitiiwiiiiiririiiiiimti'iiiTiii "iirirrnrniiiiiii'i"!irnurn'riii "T r i f f i r - m — n — n — — r n — •NtyljHMPHmtWWfljipi H M M H P M M M f ' O 

7 

•.*<•'**,<*' >t»' 

K 

4skv 

IP 
m 

i 

d1*'. \ «J». ! • » , . * * » , „ .*»», ,**» 

:'•?'• - « ^ W . 

<*W»-" H w « r « ' « « • 00*0* #. **.•<« - < • • ' 

* *>• » • . . . v , a i i * . 

. - ^ 

mmm^'^y* r •rji'-.-r-r' 

-,vr-

•»' »' 

• i t * across tha turn Elver betwaan Balanberg and Marienberg. (87) 

Second Battalion ( - ) would move through the gap raade in the pi l lbox 

b e l t by the 1st Battalion, awing northward, clear the town of Palenborg, 

se ize the high eround on the north edge of the town, and the s lag p i l e 

area on the northeast edge. (28) 

Third Battalion would render a l l poss ible f i r e support t o the lead-

lag. Batta l ions , follow the 8d Battalion through the gap created by the l e t 

Battal ion, and attack eastward and capture the town of Ubach. After the 

bridgehead was secured the 3d Battal ion, along with the 1st .Battalion, 

w o u l d ftOr,8Par^ta..a1&aak aw*h«t&s&~tora-m**..«i.,ty~ag• &is<S«-*B~-ferJ 

Company »A", 743 Tank Battalion was attached to the 117th Infantry 

for this operation. It would follow c lose ly behind the 1st Battalion to 

. the Sum flivar, cross, the river using an improvised bridge, and a s s i s t 

the infantry in assault ing the p i l lboxes , The bridge to be used in Gross

ing the river was constructed of culverts reinforced with logs . It would 

be pulled on a sled to the river bank by a tank. A tank dozer would push 

-AhAJtt-idse-teto-the river.'^nTpTepaTe approaches to permit the passage of 

the tanks, (30) 

^ « y ' * 0 " , . ' » M ~ T « i k Destroyer Battal ion, in direct eunoort. »o»™ 

i n i t i a l l y support the attack from the west side of the r iver , cross the 

river as soon as a bridge was completed, and join the assault ing infantry 

u n i t s , (31) 

Company «A«, 105 Engineer Combat Battal ion, in direct support, would 

provide demolition crews to the assaulting infantry un i t s , portable bridges 

which the infantry units could carry to the r iver , place in posit ion and 

walk across? and provide assault materials such as flamethrowers, po le -

ohargee, and satchel charges. They would also clear mines and obstacles , 

and daetroy oaptured enemy p i l lboxes . Another engineer unit would con-

•truot th« n«o*ft*«ry b r i d g e eorotio the river* (32) 
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A* air s tr ike was s c h e d u l e for J M » . A preponderance of prearranged 

a r t i l l e r y f i r e s were planned, and made known to a l l coamandere. 4 . 2 . 

•ortars were given the mission of destroying the known barbed wire in 

the son* of attack, and a further mission of providing a r o i l i n g barrage 

in front of the assault « m t s . All organic mortars , • , . . included i„ the 

overall f i replan . The supporting f i r e s w«„ld not oaly neutral ise the area 

under attack, but would also place a wall of f i re around the area to pre

vent themovement of enemy reserves. For several days prior to the at tack, 

^}^Ld98%r°yerB and 155 mm mn#wjmljL jteLijxAx **—+..*».'.. - _ 
— * ^ - -. •*••»! \rr uiu 'snorX ranges y 

on the known pi l lboxes in an effort to knock the* out and remove camouflage. 

(33) m addition, 57 mm anti-tank guns, SO caliber machine m , and heavy 
machine guns would ds l ivar direct f i r e at tmrb*t *r,v 

i i - c Q< pi i ioox embrasures to permit the 
assault ing infantry to move forward in the attack. (34) 

The l i n e of departure was a north-south t r a i l between Marienberg 

and Scherpenseel. It was 2400 yards from the l ine of d e n a r y t 0 ^ 

^ . l b „ e ^ * ^ -

at a rapid pace, -between a fart walk and a dog trot« . (35^ Success to " 

a great extent would depend upon the assault detachments, c los ing with the 

p i l lboxes , before the f u l l weight of the enemy defensive strength could be 

brought to bear, (36) 

PREPARATION gOq THE ^ H B -

After the attack, i n i t i a l l y scheduled for 20 September 1944, wa. 

postponed the 117th G a n t r y had ample time for detailed preparations for 

the thrust that was launched on S October 1944. During the interium 

period, the Hegiment was holding a defensive posi t ion around the v i l l a g e 

of Soherpenseel. Preparations made for the attack may be divided into 

three phaeest 

iftL *"** P t 1 S | <3*) Statement by Ool. V. II. joha.„n *u„ „ 
U7th Infantry. 17 Wovemb-r 1M) . / ^ \ 1 , • . * , . , ! M , . , t h ' p Ooimandejr 
toy ooi. *. M. tnhn-̂ H th._ ^ •...,:._ i .e . : ' / : ''*:• "•*». j>*"> »*«««t 

•»•>*»- -.-fc;-T8... 

in 

•*M*' ^ # (*»».• i m ^ J M H I * " ' 

H«»|W% W • . ^ ^ ^ M 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 

j^^^^^atMim&aiJa 

it «r ^•m^0*-i*ml -##* •*• ^ 



: j i i j jranirft^1ii1it i i ir i ' , | | i i i ! | i i i i i i i i jr r ii i i l i iTtfiirfi^;!' '; '"'-"'4^'' ' T - '™*™^* ' " " -< " »—w nn i IM I I I 

I / 

•BP"PP» "P ipwppWViBM^ 

T 

. « * * * t < * » >»"»•.,-*»• 

«f*t^V 

, ~ , - , y - * • » '-

* . v ^ » , M.Ik • 1 

H Ik " , -< - - ,^" - -T~ ' ' i . - '^s-"" - - tJ - - . • , :, >, ' 

»"».«, . » • / <M 

Y " . *' * 

i 

r 
^ - ^ - ?^-^:«.^;»^••• 

","•V...<:^•'<tf 

1* Obtaining a l l poss ib le information on 
- iha twreiay daf ansiv® p o s i t i o n , 
&« t r a i n i n g of aaeaul t un i t s* 
3 . Detai led o r i en ta t ion of a l l personnel on 

the plan of at tack* 
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t h e f i r s t phase , tha t of obta in ing enemy information, began whan 

i l ia Begimeat f i r s t came i n t o contact with the S iegf r ied Line f and continued 

u n t i l the a t t a c k was launched* Maps and photographs were furnished by 

higher headquarters tha t showed the loca t ion of approximately 90^ of the 

p i l l boxes in the area* (37) Division Liaison planes were used by cowman* 

ders and s t a f f of f icers for a e r i a l reconnissar.ee. Most of the inforiaation 

of immediate concern t o the Beglment was obtained by p a t r o l s that -were d i e -

patched almost n ign t ly t o probe tne enemy p o s i t i o n s . Pa t ro l s explored t he 

Wurm River and determined the bes t c ross ing s i t e * They located a gap 

through what was bel ieved t o be an impassable-hedge. They a l so located 

barbed wi re , minef ie lds , enemy weapons emplacements, and other b i t s of 

information tha t when pieced together gave a c lea re r p i c t u r e of the enemy 

defensive pos i t ion* (38) 

The second phase, the training'-of a s s a u l t t roops* was c a r r i e d on 
I i 

throughout the wai t ing even though the Ba t t a l ions warc in l i n e . 

,m6¥t'""oT'"the'\;imeV"'^^s"iiig a" r o t a t i o n ""system, • sach Bat ta l ion was given a 

two day t r a i n i n g period in a rear area* Ass is ted by d i v i s i o n a l engineers* 

t h i s t r a i n i n g included the use of demoli t ions , flame throwers f and rocket 

launchers as well as p r a c t i c e f i r i n g of individual and crew served weapons* 

Training was provided in the a t tacking of p i l l b o x e s , and in the cross ing 

of a stream s imilar t o the Wurm I3iver» Improvised foo tbr idges , ca l led •duck-

boards % were devised t ha t could be ca r r i ed by one man and placed across a 

narrow stream, (39) Each a t t ack ing platoon was divided in to an as sau l t 

detachment m& a support element» Th«? a s s a u l t dat*ob*aentt consis ted of 

(37) JU-6, p . 9j (38) irfc« p# 44} (39) AH3, p« 9. ;
 ! 
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^ w e duckboards" for crossing *h i l , 
The support «i•*.•»« woes ing the river, 

•* **> v.iin extra automatic rifl*.? fnw „.»,, , 
tirennmar. /A^S * o r added 
urepower. (40) Company »A» 1 0 C + . „ , 

* , / A , 105tn engineer Combat Battalion f,,^, „ , 
• three man demolition . r 6 W th»t - * W s h e d 

*"U 3 ' 8 W t h a t WOUld i n c a i i , . , -

• , „ . . a-«ompany each asa*m + <_~ „-. . v 

( « ) Training was conducts P ^ t o o n . 
conducted s o as to familiarize a l l p . r . onre l « . 

"Pacial tools for mm , <-~r,onnel with the 
' » . . P . o . 1 . „ , „ b . 0 _ . o s s n o U 7 

.«-M * « It u, .»„ o o n t l l l l l e l u 

• K# ( 4 2 > Ta"*6 and tank d«« 
troyers a U o participated in tb» , f t n k - . 4 * * , 

ipated in the special training exercises . MV 
A * TBTra phase, the orientation of oerson,el 

, , . • . „ . Personnel, was conducted in 
deta i l for a l l unite taking part in the attack » 
c o n s t a t , ^ ^ the attack. By means of elaborately 
constructed sendtabl^ >«„1f li -,, „ *y 

• -, « ^ ^ Photographs, maps, e B d ^ ^ o b t 

over the terrain, each individual was told „ „ K 

t o go and what he • « • » . . ',• 
e w a s t 0 accomplish. (44) 
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The air strike scheduled to precede +», , * 
l t 1 , W ( - , P ^ t h S ^ " ^ ^ t a c k and l E t e S ( ^ 
^ t 0 saturate the braairth^ / ' - . ^ - •— *~....wia«.. 

« • breakthrough area, knock out p i i i b « « « 
- - 3 « at 0900 on 3 ootober 1944. T h e a l r v 

overcast at the tar ,« t 7 WSS P a , " t l y 

**« «*«« war get «^e« snH •* v. 
~. ••<-+ ^s am« groups of medium bomW= 

ched the t « , K 8 t f r o t B th bombers approa-
- —gex from the west, whereas +h» , 

• wn^reas the plans cal led for their h„„,v 
run to be made f™m *u homh 

» maae from the eouthwest. Few«r-n. v , 
* *"* o f **»• toombs landed in t t , . + 

area. Two «.«.. *, a " t h e target 
' TW° P™** t h a t ^«»e in la te did M+ • t - a • 

i t h„„ v ^ ^ ° f ? a l « t t « r g after 
i t had been marked by red nra„ir» v *. 
eroupe of fighter-bombers dra„ rf 

bombers dropped gasoline . j e l l y , bombs in the v i c i n i t . 
Of the pillbox area «rt»- 4* v i c i n i t y 

area after i t was marked by red . . A i r . v . . 
( 4 0 U 3 ^ , t

 y r S d 8 m o k e b y *»»• a r t i l l e r y . 
(*4) Personal knowledge, a t * t - » I i v ( 4 8 j A"4» *• 1 1 8» ( « ) A-4 n , , , 117th Inf»n+^ 1^ .. ' statement by Col. w. u T«U- ' » *• ̂ W| 

infantry, 1 7 November, 1948. * ' M* Joh,>»Oft. then Oowander 

r " -

1 4 , . . , . « ,,,'*:•'. 

-v.. 

* 

fr 

«*^?4»>«*<«»^«J 

r!» / a * " • f 

^^^l^^^w 

r-r 
^'T*;'v. ^ . • • » .-L "*-w 

^ | e ^ ^ ^ " 
»4kmi^0mi^^^m%mmm>m $*** f 

^mmmmw* 
' * ' . -4* 

, i^m. 
t j f ' " v J-vv-"tr". . --*'- . - . \ . «*̂  



Hi i »r,• ..iniM,mmmmtim:muWi\\mm*i Y(ui i"" in •fWiM liiif i lWiWMWII—WW P>llll'M»W^»fl^|lfcMy«llppW<«lip»»Wy»lll«»il<,U»<WMPIIj)iillJIIJ<»ll.llll> < jH I«UI I | I IMIMHI»»H"M»M»y» ' . 111 i.... •<», 

r 
j "'. >*^|!^ ,

>
1iy'" ,

yjy,T ********** "'+*'*'?1' *«•*** . . * / , • » * 

- y - w ' - „ " * , - • '-~-. *r: > 

None of * , • r a t i f i c a t i o n * m tae H 7 t 6 tofatttry . « « , . r . h i t "by the 

Do l ing , and almost a l l ground o b « n r . r s agreed that the a i r s t r i ke had 

l i t t l e effect . (45) 

following the a i r bombardment, the a r t i l l e r y and other supporting 

weapons began delivering pr -p lenned f i r e s . A large volumn of f i r e 

was i n i t i a l l y placed on the r iver bank and pillbox area to soften the 

enemy posi t ion, and to keep him down while the infantry advanced to 

assault pos i t ions . Concentrations were placed on crossroads and other 

l ike ly avenues the enemy might use to reinforce the area to be attacked. 

The 4.2* mortars quickly blew gap8 in the barbed wire in the sone of 

a t tack, and began an effective ro l l i ng be r ragTl Io yards Z Z T ^ ^ ' 

assault companies* (46) 

The 1st Battal ion, spearheading the attack as planned, crossed 

the l i n e of departure at 1100 with Companies »B» and «C» abreast . 

Company °A«, in support, was i n i t i a l l y held in the shel ter of Scherpeneeel 

. to escap* the enemy a r t i l l e r y and mortar f i r e that was usually prevalent 

behind the leading companies. (47) A P i a t o o n of heavy machine guns 

was attached t o Company *a- and one to Company . 0 « . The 81 mm Mortar 

P l a t o o n firedTIn battery to support ihe two assault ing r i f l e companies. 

(48) "•'-'--

Both Companies «B» and>C*-oved rapidly forward over the 1500 yard, 

of f l a t , open beet f ie lds southwest of Marienberg under the protection of 

the supporting f i r e s , m some instances they moved so rapidly that t he i r 

own supporting f i res f # 1 1 dangerously c lose , but no casual t ies resul ted . 

These infantrymen had previously learned that e speedy advance, close 

behind supporting f i r e s would, i„ the long run, resul t in fewer casual , 

t i e s . A pillbox, located on the west edge of Uarienberg, was occupied 

(13 tt: l*\llfl (*6) ̂  " • 18' 39' " ' <"> A-6, pp. 38, 39, 
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a lone oarmn r i f l e*** who we. k i U . d * t a r f ^ . f M , ^ a t 

eo»P««y «B«. T h e aaaaulting C o n n i e , began receiving enemy B O r t f t r ^ 

a r t i l l e r y f i r e after advancing to a posit ion south of Marienberg, .00 

yards west of the Wurm »iv«»* • » , , . . ^u 
wwrm Fiver, ^ * „ h . g r o u n d b w ^ ^ ^ o f f %Q 

ta© narrow river va l l ey . 

T h S r " * l p t ° f e M W y • * « * » • « * « * « * . , f i r e only r , s a I t 8 d to 

additional «ne^ «̂  + ̂ ,-, _..,.. _ 
- "" ~* -"*• *"*"«*«• « company «B . f attacking on the l e f t 

i» the Battalion zone. The leading elements of the company l e f t the 

«ooded draw south of Marienberg a n d moved r a , i d l y f o r w a r d t o e w ^ 

oarbed wire was encountered, but i t was q u i c k l y cut and the advance con-

tinued. Upon nearing the river bend tha *--4 J , 
5 river band, the friendly mortar f i r e that had 

been pounding that area shifted to the pi l lboxes Th. * 
ue pnxDoxes, The support platoon, 

• weapons platoon, and heavy machine gun p u t o o o went into posi t ions in 

the v i c i n i t y of the woods west of the river to support the crossing. 

Dpon reaching the r iver , the "duckboards-, . e r e placed in posi t ion by 
the leading platoons. Sue to increasing enemv f i r* B . o f . . . _ _ " . 

not bother to cross the bridges, but preferred to J u ^ in to the r iver 

• - a a l w a d e across , (50) 

After crossing the river the two attacking platoon* c*trtu«* 

eleven enemy prisoners that had been positioned in «, 
-=ou yoszi^onea in open emplacements 

near the river bank. Both platoons then rushed across the 350 yards 

of gently r i s ing ground to the relat ive safety of the railroad embank

ment. They reached this pos i t ion only 45 minutes after c r e a s e the 

l ine of departure, and after having covered over 2000 yards at a rapid 

peca, carrying w t r a loads. J u S t beyond the railroad embankment were 

the piUboxea. While the supporting machine guna were d i s c i n g forward, 

f inal preparations for the aaeault on tha pi l lboxes were made. T h . 

v _ o . t 3„„ Wi # t t 0 i | 9MQQa w a e ^ c ^ ^ p 0 6 i t l o n %9 o w w ^ 

movement of tha, «##*u'i* ,»„*,.-*,-..«.»* v„ »t , • • ••••••" 
— < *t . . -he- i t by tiria^ oa . m o r a l e s 3 f ^iiiboitee 

(••) * * * , . . * , (60) * * , * . W, " * « , w , sfc*». 
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> a d othw l i k s i y targets . The » « « l t 4at«3ha*ata th«i •wafi * « « * , * 

under cover of these supporting f i r e s , and neutralised the p i l l b o x . , one 

at a time by the use of flamethrowers, pole charges, satchel charges, 

rocket launcher*, and grenades* L i t t l e enemy f i r e was del ivered at tba 

assaul t detachments from the p i l lboxes , so w . l l wars tha embrasures 

covered by the support elements. The two leading platoons captured a 

t o t a l of seven pi l lboxes in 1 S 3 8 4 h 6 a t w o h 0 t t r . t Xbr^ of „ h i < j h h a d 

been assigned t o the Company attacking on the r i g h t , to the meantime * 

the support platoon had moved t o the l e f t of the Company sector and 

. eaptured~«a« p * H f c a j r r ~ - m 6 gave the company a tota l of eight pi l lboxes 

-furttra-mya-n'g-htifig. The Cofi i -anylu^r^Tonly'three Ean"kilTed"and 

twenty-six wounded. (51) The 1st Battalion Commander la ter s tated 

that he bel ieved the successful attack by Company *8» was large ly due 

t o the element of surprise which was obtained by the sheer aggressive

ness of the attack and the speedy crossing of the t sxa a iver . (52) 

Company » C , attacking on the r ight , was not as successful as 

Company »3«. It had a more exposed route of approach and received 

• - a w ^ W B s r * r t i l l * r y and mortar f i r e . Bsfore reacting th* r iver a " 

heavy t o l l in casual t ies had been taken, and the .Cosa-ny had bacosa 

disorganised. Only a few sen succeeded in reaeolM t i « r i « . - ^ * 

* - # 
•duckboards* that were placed across the riirer n—a -^ 

out by enemy f i r e . Upon reaching the railroad embankment one of tha 

leading platoons had only twelve men, and the other leading platoon 

had f i f t een men. The assault detachment* of both platoons had bean 

l o s t , rnen the Battalion Commander learned of t h i s s i tuat ion he ins 

tructed Company «C» t o hold in p lace , and ordered Company •*• t o taka 

war the mission of Company »C». (53) to the short period of on« 

hour, Company "C" had suffered a t o t a l of 87 casua l t i e s , (54) 

S j H\ I: » ! *"*•pp*56"631 (58) **> *•36j (53) **• »• •». 
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totfi^r "A*, init ial ly following the route used by Company «B«f 

ittKNMl forward r a p i d l y t o t ake over the mission of Company •0 i« By IBfcS 

i t was on l i n e and cont inuing the a t tack* M t t i e d i f f i c u l t y was exper i 

enced in cap tur ing the object ive s ince Company »B* had a l ready moved 

i n t o t h i s a rea and reduced t h r e e of the p i l l b o x e s . This l e f t only one 

t o lie captured by Company "A*« (55) 

The 31 mm Mortar Platoon of Company «B» f i r e d in continuous support 

throughout the a t tack* This platoon f i r e d 1425 rounds during t h e day, 

i n i t i a l l y from p o s i t i o n s in the v i c i n i t y of Scherpenseel and l a t e r from 

Barienberg* (56) 

By n i g h t f a l l the 1 s t Ba t t a l ion had a f i rm hold on i t s object ive* 

• I U I * » CI - -. i K. .P. i —• i i r i 

--«.»<**•« «• 

*»au prepare r v<e*ensive pos i t i ons facing southward in .ant ic ipat ion 

of the enemy counter a t t acks A minor coun te ra t t ack , by/an estimated 

enemy force of two tanks and twenty infant? ymen, was launched against 

Company 'A" during the night and successful ly repulsed. (57) Later 

ir . forsat ion g=iinel from Ser&an pr i soners revealed tha t t h i s was in-, 

tended t o be a b a t t a l i o n - s t r e n g t h c o u n t e r a t t a c k but t h s German Comman

der had refused t o continue i t through the great voluma of American 

a r t i l l e r y f i r e d i rec ted a t h i s t r o o p s . (58) 

t h e p i l l b o x e s , the following i s the technique a l l o y e d "by the F i r s t 

Platoon of Company •!» in captur ing one of the p i l lboxes in t he 1s t 

Ba t t a l ion sec to rs 

The support elements were placed in p o s i t i o n t o de l iver 

i r i f l e and automatic weapons f i r e on t he embrasures of t he p i l l -

: : \ box t o be a t tacked , and those p i l lboxes in pos i t i on t o support 

t ; l t # The support elements were a l so a l e r t for eneisy outs ide the 

^ p i l l b o x e s , Vn&%r cover of the supporting f i r e s th ree men, Sgt» 

***4 ****** ±>#m t w * ^ j \ **•*<* * f * i f tf# U A J ^**«/ 4 H » | *H **Jf A"»4*s p t ^ 1 | 

(86) A-7, p , 117, 
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»ads io f m „ Folansky, and Pvt* Jandreang of t h e a s s a u l t d # t a ^ M f t t 

orawled forward t o the p i l lbox from the Mind s i d e . Polefisty and' 

Hftdzio threw grenades throueh «*i embrasure while Jandreati s t a r t e d 

for the rear door with a s a t che l charge . Two add i t iona l mm, 0%lm 

Curtis and Sgt« Burks, armed with smoke and hand grmm&m rushed 

forward t o the p i l l b o x . Polansky climbed.. .»-top of the .pil-Itaac-

and thrsw a granade down the v e n t i l a t o r . Meanwhile Pvt# Teams* 

and Pv t . Smith a r r ived with the flamethrower, and gave the f ron t * 

embrasure a long burs t of flame* Jandre&u then threw the s a t che l 

•^u&t-ge Vtti t?S^*Toe^axTIy^6pen rear" door oF~the plillbox* f i e 

flamethrower crew moved around the p i l l box t o give snetfcer em

brasure a burs t jus t as a German of f icer lunged from t h e r ^ r 

door of the p i i l b a * . £h* German ott\Q%r k i l l e d Saitfc witli t h r** ' 

shots from his p i s t o l and s t a r t e d running for another p£lllHS£f 

but the supporting elements brought him down before lis tad goms 

far* With l i t t l e add i t iona l persuasion the s i r remaining Germans 

: "" in the p i l l box surrendered* (59) 

Company *S", under regimental c o n t r o l , advanced on t l i« I«Tt of tls* 

1s t Ba t t a l ion with the mission of c l e a r i ng i fer imbsrg, and s ee^ r t e f t i t s 

b r idge s i t e on the Wurm Hiver leading t o Paienberg. ffee b rMf# * i t # m*m 

approximately 400 yards nor th of the 1st Ba t t a l ion c r o s s i n g . Ctapaap 

•» • began receiv ing heavy mortar and a r t i l l e r y f i r e a f t e r adrsascing t o 

within 400 yards of Marienberg. Cont inuing t o p ^ h forward, tliey eaas 

tinder small-arias f i r e f roo houses on the west edge of the %*>m* gtaly 

a f t e r considerable f i g h t i n g , was t he enaafy c leared f r o * t b * town. Tiss 

f i r s t platoon then took p o s i t i o n s along the eas tern edge of **?imbmrgm 

nor th of the Palenberg-Marienberg road f t o cover t h e two p i l l boxes 

tfe* western edge of Palenberg which overlooked the br idge s i t e . Hie 

s so on 4 B.sid t h i r d pla toons oro»»#d thm wwrm »iv*r «#»*•»* *%# ••»• v»#^-*^ 

(W) 4 - ^ t pp f 60 , 6 1 . 
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s i t e , mid attacked the two pi l lboxes f ro* the flank* Ttoe assault flat 

received considerable small arm* f i r e froa the tooiieos et Baleoberg. but 

succeeded in capturing the pi l lboxes* The technique used here was t o 

cover the apertures by small auras f i r e while the assault detachments 

moved forward and reduced the pi l lbox by throwing grenades and f i r i n g 

rocket launchers through embrasures. Mslthar flaaethrowers or other 

special equipment were used by Company *!•• The work w*s aee ca$> l i s bed 

by the use of organic infantry weapons* I f MCsO *ae ©ricge s i t s waa 

secured f and by ^400 the engineers had coaplexed a vehicular bridge 

across the r iver . (60) 

I £ ! - . v ^ 

Second B a t t a l i a (minus) moved forward in the attack at 1430 

with Company *¥* following the route of Cenframy *B» across the r iver . 

Beyond the pil lbox area Company *?* tor sad nortlsward t o clear the west

ern portion of Palesberg. The advance t h r e s h the towm «ss a ^lov process 

requiring house to house f ight ing , This adva&ee jBstarially aided Company 

«£" in capturing the pillbosces on the wast ©dgs of the tows* By night

f a l l , Company *F* had reached the north ed^e «T Balanberg where i t took 

up defensive pos i t ions , facing north, at tfca botton rf the high c l i f f 

held by the enemy* 

At 1S30 €csy?asy *S* gagged, t!*r«g£ t&a 1st ^ a t t a l i s s mrea$ cleared .. 

the eastern portion of Paienberg. and took n# defensive pos i t ions for 

the night on the northeast edge of town* (61) 

Jt 

.Vftii 

The 3d Sattal i i i s the f i r s t days attack 

fcy i t s SI w& mortar platocn which f i red orer U00 roaads during the day 

In support of the 1st and 2d Battal ions . Just prior t o lark. Company 

•I* was sent across the river &ad task a dsf«ssiv$ pos i t ion oa the 

right flank of the 1st Battal ion, t h i s was necessary because the r e 

giment attacking on the right had been unable t o advance, leaving the 

(ec) &-st pp* ee. st* w; i~n rt » i C&D *-** r# ^* 
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right flank of the 117th Infantry exposes. (68) 

Company "A", 743d Tank Battalion follow*! th. 1st Battalion to 

the Jura River. Hera the carefully prepared plana for crossing tbs 

river failed. The soil along the river bank *as so soft the t*nks be

came bogged down, an* spent the reminder of the day trying to free 

themselves while under enemy f ire. They eroded th* river after dark 

on a 30-foot treadway bridSe that had been constructed by the engineer., 

(63) 

Company «0», 603d Tank Destroyer Battalion rendered effective , 

direct fire support during the attack from positions west of the 

river. It crossed the river after dark and *eat into position to 

protect the penetration from armor attack. (64) 

Supporting engineers constructed two treadwy bridges in the 

117th Infantry sector on the first day of the attack. The f irs t , over 

which the tanks end tank destroyers crossed, «a8 constructed 300 yards 

_Afl»*h «f_Afe.e.MPri«nn*r«-aeleob»rg.*ocdT..-it.«„ comv^sxm under heavy-

enengr artillery and mortar fire and received direct hits . Nevertheless, 

i t was ready for traffic by 2C0C. Th* second bridge, a 45-foot tread-

way, was constructed adjacent to the blown bridge on the Karienberg-

Palenbersr road, I"-''* ^ita «-= = „^_, + 3.».*-._ ___-. , - , 
~ • "̂  -w~—. *.â --.̂  s*iWgĉ i.»u »o s£aii aras fir© 

from the cliff on the north edSe of Palenberg, and the bridge *as not 

completed until 3400. An additional bridge, « SC-foot Bailey, *as 

completed at 1000 the following ssorning, at the latter s i t e . (55) 

At the close of the f irst day's fighting, the I17th Infantry had 

penetrated the pillbox area, capturing a total of 11 pillboxes; captured 

the towns of Marienberg and Palenbergj and had reorganised and consoli

dated positions to hold the gain against «ae*y counterattack. 2uring 

(68) A-l, p. 11j (63) A-6, p. 40| A-7, p. U7, (64) A-6. P. 17, 
A-8, p. 70, (65) A-5, p. 179. V ' * P* ' 
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t h « next nornlng, 

3 Ootober 1944 

At 0700, 3 Ootober 1944, the 3d R a t t a n ™ y \ * 
* a B a t t a l i o n launched an a t tack tp 

capture the town of Ubach. (See Map D) . r h e B a t t 8 l , a M • * 
j , ine Bat ta l ion s t a r t e d r e c e i v i n g 

« t r e m e l y heavy enemy a r t i l l e r y and mortar f i r e at t h . * 
k a r I l r * a t the eastern edge of 

' -• Al«">"S* *>"" continued t o pour in throughout • «• , 
^.nrouenout the day. sne j I i T m a c h l n e 

gun and r i f l e f i r e were a l s o intense «„H + U 
i n t e n s e , and the enemy y i e l d e d the ground 

only a f t e r desperate f iahtine- *• 
. " g h t i n s . At one point in the attack the l e a d l n * 

Companies became mixe* UP an* 
«e mixe.. up, and unaue confusion r e s u l t e d , i t „„„ -

t ime before boundaries could be adjusted and the * t t - * 
J a *** t h e a t tack continued. By 

n i g h t f a l l the Bat ta l i on had c leared Ifbach and or*n* „ A 

u uoacn and prepared de fens ive p o s i 

t i o n s f or the night around the eastern edse «r * h • 
* 5 f f i e a S ^ of the town, (66) 

Second B a t t a l i o n , l e s s rcmn*~„ n™* 
on, l e s s Company «B», w h l c h o o n t l a u e d t o g 6 < j u r 9 ^ 

bridge s i t e , launched an at tack at 0700 t o gain the M * „ 
"o gain the high ground north 

of Palenberg, Companv "F» had as i*»<= , v . „, 
nad as i . s objec t ive the high b luf f conta in-

ing a c l u s t e r of Dillhoxp* <r%>^ •» 
P a X e S ' T h « < * ^ approach leading t o the"enemy 

p o s i t i o n was a lare-e dr«w w m ^ 4.1. 
large draw which the enemy covered with intense f i r e u 

After severa l attempts at gaining the high ground rn 

« mgn ground, Company «p* withdrew 
t o i t ' s s t a r t i n g p o s i t i o n , OoBnany »S» - i f i „ r *< , 

* «W*ny *. » l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d in the 2d 
B a t t a l i o n a t t a c k , and captured th« r*~+*v , r . 

„ . o r / area on the northeast edge 
of Palenberg a f t er a b i t t e r engagement. (67) 

F i r s t Bat ta l ion continued t o occupy the d e f e n d . 
> w ^ne defens ive p o s i t i o n s south 

of Palenberg t o protec t the regiment's r ight f u n k - h . I , O * K 

^sni- n a m e , ihe 119th Infantry, 
a t tack ing on the r i g h t of th« IT?*V, T * . 

the 117th infantry , was Making l i t t l e p r o g r e s s . 
During the day the adjacent re* l m ~ , + - - . , 

" " ' 8"""ffi a k a 8 , £ f ° r c e through the 117th 
G a n t r y ' s g a p $ p a a s - d ^ ^ ^ ^ 

n 8 p o s i t i o n , and attacked 
(66) A - l f p s i i j ^ ^ p ? 3 

t W . fOt 74f (67) A . l f p # i 0 | A - ^ p # 7Q^ 
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tft« f er t i f ioa t ione in their zone from the north, (68) 

At 1330 the Second Armored Division began moving through the 117th 

infantry's gap. i t was t o swing north and northeast after passing 

through Ubach, and would thus cover the 117th Infantry's l e f t flank. 

The armored column only added to the confusion that already existed ' :r 

in the 3d Battalion'a f ight for Ubach. Units became entangled amid the 

heavy volumn of a r t i l l e r y f i r e delivered on the town by the enemy. Hoad« 

and "streets were congested with v e h i c l e *** +u« xA« 
* -;:---• ™xul1 • veiiAoie8., ana, the î mp*ers • of commanders'''" 

Km..,-^Igh*^J)a.Iy-a&fr.gg.• cag^^^tw^rdciTmlrlreg~ififtWggfT'%Ttigrm$QTifattallon Com-" " " 

mander and the Armored Task Force Commander was the s i tuat ion disentangled. 

(69) 

By the end of the second day's f ight ing, the 117th Infantry had 

made a deep penetration in the German l i n e , and instructions were issued 

t o a l l Battalions to strengthen their defensive posit ions in preparation 

for an enemy counterattack that was sure to come. First Battalion was 

• i n posi t ion south of'Palenberg to meet an enemy attack from that direc-

tion« Companies nFn anil *n.R r%r +ho OA n +* i^ 
r , • n a ^ o r t n e 2 d Battalion were in posit ion around 

the northern edge of Palsnherff 1-n r»««-r*»«+ +u ^ 

• b« ox xaxenDerg to protect the penetration against counter

attack from the north. Company *3» remained in posit ion to guard the 
Btienbers-garienberg bridge. Third Battalion was deployed around the • 
east «nd «ont> &$£?** r»-p m... ,«„ mu , , 

n« _oax„ « , « uf Jbaon. >he Armored Task Force was on the north 
and northeast of Ubach. 

4 October 1944 

4 October, 1944, was characterised by enemy counterattacks aimed 

at reducing the penetration. M soon as one counterattack was reputed 

another one would develop. Elements of a new German Division were •"': 

ident i f ied during the day. (70) The enemy a r t i l l e r y and morter f i r . ' 

«M even heavier than on the previous day. Not eince Normandy had the ' ' . -I 

117th Infantry experienced suoh deveetatin? eneiey f i r , . . I-, 

im- 4-t» *• u*i "&) *-it to* uer,- Ai», \vo>-V7,"p. iao, " ' . V "' 

• *fr» Aii 

If • I I * to"'!***" •#»'*#ffr#«e*.»i*Jlele'*«lr*'' 

*2 
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Second Battalion received two strong enemy counterattacks dtaring 

the day from the direction of the high ground north of Palenbsrg, During 

the night of 3-4 October, they had received two minor thrusts that had, 

been repulsed without much difficulty. The first daylight attack came 

at 0700, following a powerful artillery preparation* It was made by 

an estimated energy "battalion, and came down the draw that Company *F* * 

had tried to use the previous day, Engineers accompanied this attack, 

and had the mission of blowing the bridges over the Wurm River* By 

1000 the enemy thrust had been repulsed, but only after determined fight-

ing on the part of the 3d Battalion, and effective artillery support. The 

next counterattack struck the 2d Battalion at 1500, but was soon driven * 

off with the aid of the supporting artillery* (71) 

Ubach was the scene of the Germans most determined effort* Start** 

ing before daylight the enemy began hitting the 3d Battalion with strong 

counterattacks that continued throughout the day. The enemy force was 

estimated at two infantry battalions, and was supported by tanks. The 

first enemy thrust came from the east and hit Company ttL" at 0400t The 

enemy attack gained the $£g& of the town before it was finally contained 

at approximately 0800, The second counterattack came at 1000 straight 

from the barracks area east'of Ubach, and succeeded, in entering the 

edge of the town, and overrunning a platoon of Company *£• before it 

was stopped, The third and most serious of the counterattacks came at 

1500 from the south, Tĥ .s attack succeeded in getting through Company 

*K'a* position, but was finally repulsed with the aid of supporting 

artillery, and elements of the Zd. Armored Division that were in the 

town# 

By nightfall it was evident that the eneagr effort to reduoe the 

jpeaetretion had failed. The 117th Infantry had regained ell positions 

(71) *-*» p* 6t>j &*7# pj^ u s , X2C# •;,: 
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t o continue the attack t o 

** 

S October 1944 

<* th« a o n i n g of 5 October 1944. t s« * -~~ . - *- * . 

* f - * r y « ^ r i £ f a t „ f i b f t g l c a i a g ^ a d y a a c e a o r e ^ ^ ^ ^ 

**~««%r,» division to encircle the c i t y of 

At 0 7 ^ * m t t ^ i o a , i m * a * ^ , a t t a c k e 4 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

» A ^ a r . r c w , in ooordination . i t b a Battalion of the 119th 

«tt*ck, » i , « ^ ^ . ^ . 4 tey 3 ^ ^ » A S ? 4 3 d T a f i k ^ ^ ^ ^ U i ) o f l 

i ^ i ^ t f eag* «f a . ^ t h , l 9 f t d i a g e l e a a n t g o f t h e B a t t a l i o n ^ ^ 

t t e . ttV ta« ^ r i ^ a l . o s t O O M t « t l y - ^ e the ir arrival in 

"Ho tqnsi «fe*'3 v85*^*r."' ^ -v^.^i^-^^ *»-'î  - • ^ • - - - --
«- ^ « * vu^-vroro brought under iatease 

^ M 5 T w a l l ^i2is r i r o ^ i a l l W j r f ^ ^ t 3 , . ^., _ . . _ , 
v̂  — « *^-t̂ .s * i ««« wexx pro* 

i * r * i ^ M i t M u la us* vac ia i ty «f t t e b a r r ^ o l t t t . . „ „_, „., _ . 

aff tfe* ?43ii teak 3at ta l i«« , e r e kno-k«d «,* K^ 
» « * * • — f « » e r d to a s s i s t the infantry. One tank d e s . 

*2»* taock*! « , t b y the e n e ^ anti-tank gune * h i l e w l a g 

* * o a ? « i t i « m the « ! g . of v ^ . Thf t i^^,. ,^ ^ t h # ^ ^ " 

f t e i l * So**h «f t a # t o r a W f t r # n o . 4 t < « . „ , . . . . 
• ,*^~»v«.»~f a«u vu« aavance was 

# « * ^ ^ I« was piimad down in « opott f io ld 

f ^ t t « l ^ . u 4ay. * f f r o ^ i d ^ l a a r t i l U r y firaa ^ ^ t ^ 

t h t « ^ r t t ro i^ * • ! « • , tho M Battalloi, f ou^ht i f . way aioniy f o ^ 
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***** and by dark had reached a point 

tha haalet of m tfbach* (?3) 

Spring tha sorning tha 1st Battal ion l e f t i t*a pos i t ions sooth 

of JBaianbari, and mm*& to pos i t ions on tha southern edge of Ubacfa. 

* - " % • • . * ' 

the battal ion experienced great d i f f i cu l ty in sovlns t o the ir it#if *^osi* 

t lons because of tha heavy volwsn of ane^y arti l l&ry ssd siortar f ira 

being delivered at tha town* (74) 

The M Battalion ressainad in Paisnberg becaasa of tha congested 

conditions in Ubaoh, and the quantity of eneo(y f i r e s jf^icg delivered 

at the to*m« Company s l « had been returned t o battal ion control the 

previous day* 

«t th~ «&d of the-daQrt tha llTtfe Infantry had a&da l i t t l e program 

against the determined eaaay res istance, and had stiffared heavy casual

t i e s * Ifciring the night t a nan plan was devised t o continue tha attack 

1 
I 

the next sorning* 

€ October 1944 

The l l f t h infantry continued tha attack southward at 0800 on the 

•nrning of 6 October* v i t h tha 3d and 1st Battalions attacking abreast* 

MX* s tr ikes and a r t i l l e r y concentrations were placed on tha snesy posi~ 

Tha 34 Battalion, continued i t*s attack tessjrd 2£ Hhach* supported 

by tanks, and made rapid progress* The ane^f f i r e was l e s s severe than 

on the previous day t and excel lent tank*infantry teesrork soon lad t o 

the neutral las t ion of the barracks area sad the capture of So Hbadw 

Approxistately f i f t y prisoners ««ara ca^tsrad in "̂ ha tern cf 2s £baoht 

including a battal ion coaaaaod g r o ^ t c o l l a t e mith aaps showing the 

en*&\y defan^i^e pos i t ions in the area* (*?S) 

(n) 4* t t »• n t T4» (T4) **St w % « t SS| (T§) *»*% #• Tt» 
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M M 1 s t B a t t a l i o n moved forward a t 0800 on the r ight of t h e 34 

B a t t a l i o n , bot was stopped by en* ay a r t i l l e r y conoantrat ions and w a l l 

a n . f i r e a f t e r advancing 1000 y a r d s . The at tack was resumed l a t e in 

taa a f ternoon, and a f t e r heavy f i g h t i n g t h e 1st Bat ta l i on advanced t o 

tha road leading southwwst from Zu ffbach, and t i e d in with the 3d B a t t a 

l i o n on t h e i r l e f t . The day ' s f i g h t i n g net ted the 1st Bat ta l ion 100 

ernes? p r i s o n e r s and four p i l l b o x e s , which had prev ious ly b.en captured 

by t h e 119th Infantry , but l a t e r reoccupied by the enemy, (76) 

BT w a n i n g i t became apparent that t ^ - S e r a e s p c s i t i ^ - ^ s o a r r o n t . . 

-* • - - - -^srar««* gr&css*^. KT$ j i n e r e r o r e . the 3d 

B a t t a l i o n Fas a o v ^ fro® Balenberg t o Sbach, and a power d r i v e at tack 

was planned for t h e f o l l o w i n g Morning* 

" T Ootobsr 1944 ~ " "-""*"•'- "•:-" .-.-—~~ 

At 0700 on 7 October 1S44, the 117th Infantry continued i t ' s 

a t tack aga ins t t h e somewhat disorganized enemy, with the town of Alsdorf 

5QGC yards t o the souifceasx, as the o b j e c t i v e . (78) 

The attaak was aade with the 3d and 1s t B a t t a l i o n s abreas t . The 

3d B a t t a l i o n was on t h e l e f t , a s t r i d e the main highway leading from Zu 

Ofeacfe t o Alsdorf . Preceded by tanks of the 743d Tank B a t t a l i o n , both 

in fantry b a t t a l i o n s advanced r a b i d l y across t h s open farmland. , encounter

i n g only s ca t t ered snamy s a a l l arms and a r t i l l e r y f i r e . There were a 

« „ ~ ^ ^.isa*. *w,i,*i«* 0 ^ ^reparea positions between Su Ubach 

ami 41sdorft hvt tM# spaed and aggressiveness of the attack overran 

their positions before they could offer amoh resistance. The tanks 

leading the assault placed heavy machine gun and cannon f i r e m the 

^ * —*« •*"•• >»"vtos aim aown. rhe infantry, following closely 

Wtaind th* tanks, nabbad the Sarahs in their holes before they could 

«ff»r •tf*ctiv* rasistaaoe. Th* 1st Battalion aione oapturad over 100 

(TS> A-S, n . 51, A-3t # . S3j (77) A-7, •>, lWt (78) A-?, *>, 134. 
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^ ^ o & i r s us ing t h i * t#etoi<|tta» t h i r d B a t t a l i a found 13 a r t i l l e r y 

observers , with 15 r a d i o s , included, in t h e i r hag of p r i soners for the 

day* These men had undoubtedly played an important pa r t in the effec

t i v e %tkmm$ a r t i l l e r y f i r e t h a t had been de l ivered on the town of Ubaoh 

t h e pas t few days* (79) 

t h e a t t ack continued t o speed forward and by 1000 the 3d Bat ta l ion 

had captured Alsdorf with l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t y ! and taken pos i t i ons on the 

southern edge of the town* The 1st Ba t t a l ion captured the town of 

Wllhelissohacht, west of Alsdorf, and l inked with the 1s t Bat ta l ion* 

(ao) 

The Ed B a t t a l i o n , in r e se rve , had followed the 3d Ba t t a l ion during 

t h e a t t a c k with t he mission of p r o t e c t i n g the regiment#s exposed l e f t 

f l ank , and nopping up behind the f a s t moving a s sau l t b a t t a l i o n s , (81) 

By n i g h t f a l l of the 7 t h , the 117th Infantry was well e s t ab l i shed 

in p o s i t i o n s around Alsdorf, but the s i t u a t i o n did not look too good* 

l^je l e f t f lank was wida ogm t o countera t tack from the e a s t , and the 

reglsent a t t a c k i n g ^ n t h ^ r igh t had lagged fa r behind.. The 117th Xn« . 

f a n t r j ^ s pos i t i ons stuck out l i k e a "bump on a log8* (88) 

-- HosfOT^r, one Sjaportant con t r ibu t ion had besn made t o t h s u-tg 

p ic tu re** The regiment, in captaixiig Alfcuarf, had cut on« or vfts t«?o 

aa in highways running nor theas t out of Aachenf and thus reduced the 

G&raans a b i l i t y t o re in force h i s troops defending tha t c i t y * 

Although in an extremely vulnerable p o s i t i o n , the 117th Infantry 

« B ordered to continue the at tack the next morning t o capture the town 

of Mariadorf, through which the enemy's one remaining highway t o Aachen 

passed* (83) 

8 October 1944 

At 0700 on 8 October 1944, the 117th Infantry launched i t>s a t taok 
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with the 1st Battalion on the r ight , advanced through Kol Kellersbarg 

and approached Mariadorf from the west. 2n*mv f i r , g r w in intensity 

as the leading companies, supported by tanks, advpnced across the o->an 

f i e l d s toward the town. , f e l l prepared enemy p o s i t i o n along the r a i l 

road running between Kol K e l l e r s W g and toriadorf, and -.round Maria-
* 

dcrf itself, finally stopped the advan«*. •*»*«** *<_ « _-, . « 

and inflicted heavy casualties on the troops pinned down in the open 

fields,(84) 

...— ^tte-^w^an-fr-MMl Jd-»nrattt«a- wer-e-̂ iavITy" engaged TmTth "of *" 

Alsdorf, the enemy launched a strong counterattack at the regiment's 

left flank, with two battalions of infantry supported by seven tanks 

Luxemburg the previous night, and had the mission of recapturing 

Alsdorf at all costs, and thus reopening that vital supply route to 

Aachen, (85) 

The enemy attack came froa the east between Scbaufenberg and 

Mariadorf, and out in behind the 3d Battalion. The enemy thrust can* — 

straight at Alsdorf, which was occupied only by the Regimental Command 

--.. « —««» *-o,a « „ue oa ana xst Battalions. Every available 

weapon was turned on the enemy attack as it crossed the open fields toward 

the town. The full weight of the attack was finally broken by support

ing artillery, and by anti-tank guns that knocked out three enemy assault 

guns. However, small groups of enemy infantry and tanks, succeeded in 

getting into Alsdorf, (86) 

In ths afternoon the 2d Battalion moved from it's position to the 

north, oleared Alsdorf of the enemy, and drove eastward to capture 

Schaufenberg, The regiment was given permission to pull the 1st and 

3d B.tt,Uone back to portion* «roUnd Kol W l « t a r , and Alsdorf, (A7) 
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i ioto^erwa© the ehd of th¥ 117tfc M^ in 

the 30th D i v i s i o n ' s operation t o breach the S i e g f r i e d Line and c l o s e 

the Aachen gap. Being in an exposed p o s i t i o n on the div is ion 1 © l e f t 

f l ank , the regiment was ordered t o prepare defens ive p o s i t i o n s around 

Sohaufenberg, j , l sdorf t &ad Kol Kel lersberg* 

The other regiments of the Div i s ion would cont inue the at tack on 

the r igh t t o Join with the 1st Infantry Div i s ion t o the South* (88) 

SUMMARY OF QFSB&TIONS 8-8 0CT0BBB 1944 

IKL the seven days of f i g h t i n g s the 117th Inf antry fedUp-erf ormed 

which other u n i t s could move t o continue the o f f e n s i v e i n t o Germany* 

The Begiment had captured a t o t a l of 15 p i l l b o x e s , 7 German towns, over 

1000 p r i s o n e r s , KPA an untold amount- of enemy equipment. (99) S t i l l 

another i n t e r e s t i n g note i s the f a c t that the 81 mm mortars of the 117th 

Infantry f i r e d over 6000 rounds during t h i s per iod , with 3000 of the 

rounds f i r e d in one day, the 2d of October* (90) 

AN&LYSB MP 0HITIC35M 

The 117th Infantry Begiment accomplished the miss ions ass igned 

during the period covered by t h i s monograph in a t imely and h igh ly e f f i 

c i e n t manner* & gap m&B breached through the S i e g f r i e d Line through which 

other uni t s gained easy passage i n t o Germany, and the drive southward 

mater ia l ly aided in the capture of Aaohen*-

During the period the regiment suf fered over 700 c a s u a l t i e s , approxi

mately 500 of which occurred in the f i r s t three days of f i g h t i n g * I t i s 

b e l i e v e d that many of these c a s u a l t i e s could have been avoided had the 

attack ^Qen made on m September as o r i g i n a l l y planned. Sven though 

suppl ies were short and a i r was not a v a i l a b l e t o support the a t tack , the 

regiment could have advanced the few thoueand yards through the p i l l b o x 

(06) A»7, p . 188$ (89) i i» l , ». 13? (90) A*6f p* IS* 
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bolt with H t t l * d i f f icu l ty , sine* few of the eneay defenses were manned 

at that time. Once beyond the pillbox area they should have established 

defensive positions un t i l suff icient supplies were bui l t up to continue 

the a t tack . Fewer casual t ies would have been suffered, in such a de

fensive posi t ion, than were actual ly infl icted by the enemy when the 

attack was made on 2 October, 

The attack that was launched on 2 October was exceptionally well 

planned. Coordination was affected with a l l units concerned. The plan 

w^BlmplraMcomplmBV Every individual par t ic ipat ing in the attack 

was Informed of his part in the overall plan. 

The careful and detai led preparations that preceded the attack lef t 

l i t t l e to be desired. By the time the attack was made the assault ing 

units had been given thorough t ra ining in the use of special weapons, 

and had conducted n&ry runs" on the par ts they were to play. They 

launched the attack with fu l l confidence in themselves and the i r un i t s , 

They were imbued with the necessity for speed of advance in the i n i t i a l 

stage of the at tack, which resulted in the gaining of surpr ise . 

The air s t r ike had l i t t l e or no effect on the operation. Most of 

the planes missed the target completely, and those that did drop their 

bombs in the target area did so after i t had been marked by the support

ing a r t i l l e r y . This s i tuat ion could possibly have been avoided had 

communications been available with which to talk d i rec t ly with the planes . 

The supporting f i r e s rendered by the a r t i l l e r y and mortars were very 

effect ive. A large number of concentrations were planned and made known 

to a l l commanders. The f i res delivered by the 4,2 chemical mortars were 

especially effect ive. It i s f e l t that the only ineffectiveness in the 

a r t i l l e r y support plan was in countervbattery work. This belief is sub~ 

•tantuated by the large volumn* of enemy a r t i l l e r y f i re that continued to 

pound the attacking troop», Fu«"»v«rt i t must be rsmemberod that ftrtlll«?y 
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,&»uai%lon ff&«~Jta short supply, and the a r t i l l e r y was l imi ted in the 

number of rounds I t could use for counte r -ba t te ry work* 

in the l e t Ba t ta l ion a t t ack on 3 October, Company B did not h a l t 

when i t began rece iv ing enemy f i r e . If Anything, the advance was f u r t h e r 

speeded* and continued t o fellow the r o l l lug barrage of the'4*2- mortars 

c l o s e l y . This company accomplished i t s mission with r e l a t i v e l y few 

c a s u a l t i e s . The advar.ee of Company C, on the other hand, was slowed by 

the i n i t i a l enemy f i r e . This permit ted the enemy t o adjust and concen- . 

i r a t e h i s f i r e s on Company C more e a s i l y , and r e su l t ed in heavy ca sua l -

**••• . J^jtg^anJLaat ion, and^f a l l u r e in ^^<mS^MhAng- th^ ^^X^^d^miBsion^ 

The 1st 3 a t t a l i o n commander's decis ion t o have Company *AW take 

over the mission of Company *CH was made promptly, and led t o ea r ly acc

omplishment of the b a t t a l i o n mi««icn. fhamn«nv «J^« UAO A^IA *** A »+^~ +U~ 

ac t ion without delay because i t had previously prepa.rBd plans t o take 

over the mission of e i ther of the leading companies* 

The successful a t t ack by the 1st Ba t t a l ion can be a t t r i b u t e d t o 

teaaiwork and coord ina t ion , which was perfec ted in the t r a i n i n g area p r i o r 

t o the a t tack* The technique used in reducing the p i l l boxes c lose ly f o l l 

owed t h a t prescr ibed by Fie ld Manual 31-50. The spec ia l weapons» such as 

flamethrowers, pole charges , and sa tchel ohar^ $s wsre us#& "hy the 1st 

Ba t t a l ion t o great advantage* 

Company "E* captured the two pi l lboxes in i t s area without the a id 

of spec ia l weapons* r t used only weapons organic t o the company, with the 

rocket launchers proving moet valuable when f i r e d through p i l lbox embras

ures* 

The 8d B a t t a l i o n ' s f a i l u r e t o capture the high bluff on the nor th 

edge of Paleriberg resu l t ed in the bridge s i t e s across the furm Biver 

being subjected t o enemy small arms f i r e for eeveral day» t The bluff 

was s trongly defended, and the approaches in to the pos i t i on were wel l 
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e#*ered§ however i t i * be l i eved t h a t t h e p o s i t i o n * might have been taken 

I f swinging f u r t h e r t o t h e eas t and approach trig t h e p i l lboxes fro© the 

t h e mw& t r o o p s t h a t manned t h e p i l l boxes were not of t h e highest 

^ p o l i t y , and *ould surrender a f t a r l i t t l e par suasion* The small arms 

f i r e from t h e ^ i i l b o t e s was rendered inef fec t ive by the 'F i re ' plao'ed^on ' 

t h e «od>rasuraa by the *u£*:ort e lesen t? of the a t t ack ing platoons*. The 

ene^r 111 se t keep s u f f i c i a s t t r sope in o -̂en emplacements outs ide the 

p i lX^s&^t ^>at %epi th## ins ide \hv p i l lbox i t s e l f ^here they were help** 

l a s s In t ha hands of tha a s s a u l t de tech«sn t s t The enemy troops en-

con&tered beyoad tha ^ l l l b s x e s were of such b e t t e r q u a l i t y , and the enemy 

Tha confusion t h a t ex i s t ad in t he a t t ack sn Uhach on 3 October 

c a s •ajunly be a t t r i b u t e d t o tha la rge volumn of enemy a r t i l l a r y being 

placed on tha town, and t h a movement of tha 3d Jtrmored Division un i t s 

I n t o t h i s sa&ll area* I&'^y opinion tha armored un i t s t r i e d t o move 

tiara^isli tha gap to© soon t and i t i s doubtful whether a reconnaissance 

w«s aada t o determine t h a exact s i t u a t i o n before tha u n i t s ware brought 

% e ' f a i lu re ©T t h a II9tfc Infant ry t o keep abreas t placed tha 117th 

J t femtry in a very vu lnerab le pos i t ion* The enes^r was thus ab le t o con-

t r a t a tha bulk of h i s f i r e s and counter blows against t he 117th In-

faatry, 

Xfco a t t ack an 1 October t h a t l ed t o t he capture of Alsdorf was an 

a of pe r f ec t t ank- in fan t ry teamwork. Although many enemy troops 

in p o s i t i o n xo con tes t t h i s advance* the technique and timing of 

%&e tenk*infantry a t t adc prevented *f fac t ive ras ls tance« 

Hi iay opinion the a t t a ck on Hariadorf on 8 Ootobar should not hava 

^rd#i #4» The ll^t*! I»ifAAt^y **a. In «a« i*^^as#d ra*»lti^ii v i th X>i*th 
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