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OFERATIONS OF 3RD BATTALION, 357TH. 'mmm :
(90TH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE HEDGEROW
BATTIE OF NORMARDY, 8-11 JONE. - 29Kk
' ‘ (HORMANDY CAMPAIGHN)
{Personal Experieme ot.' 8 Battaliacn lmwnta.n foieer)

. -mmﬂon

Th:Ls ‘mOnograph covers - the apera.tionl of ’ahe 3rd Batm:t,en, 35';-;1; S
Infan*hry, . 90th. Infantr;r Diusmn, during the hadgarmr ﬂght.ﬁ.ng :m R
; :Wy, Fra.nce, for. the peried 8 June to 11 June, 15tk

. For nany ntmt.hs the American and British High Gmmm raal:.!ged thnt
in erder o d.afaat the Geman milltary mauhina on t.he cantment 0£ '
Earope an'irrra.sion -2ETOBB. the English Chanpel would be ma@m-y (1)
‘ e :Lnrasic-n pla.n was fina.lly divided into, two partﬂa. _ _{WEM.DED
wes the code. mma given to- the general eom:up'b of the pla.n. mm
' ‘was tha code name g:man to t.he plana thet emred the a.e.’snal assaul’e
areas and t'.he 'bime of t.he attsu:k. '-.Ehia breakdm was newwar:f in nrﬂsr;
to redu.ce to & mm.mm the nuu}:m' a.f persons who woald ﬁs reqair&d 'I;a
handle the highl:r secret mt.erml in Qperstion m, (2) o

During the planning st-a.ges of OVERLORD, it was. realisad tha’s a largs

pﬂr’t. would be necessary on thu Continent to insure the :rapiﬂ flow. ef :
. men, equipment, and supplies, to tha batile area. c:ms:m&, on taa |
GGR‘IENT]I PERINSUTA, was aqleated as the port best suited for the " i
| purpose. (3)' : o | o

The invasion planned in Gperatic-n m called £or the 1FII U!uteﬂ

‘States Army Gorpa » WO mvade En:rope on D Day. m:i_*;,5_,;,._;|_;|‘;_,"L &n airhe:m : ’ | ;
landing was to be made by’ the 82d snd 10lst Airborne Divisions, The i

‘mission of these Airborne D:wi-sions was to zecurs erasaings ‘over the a

DOUVE and VERDERET Rivers. ?hena crossings inclnded. :nmn, POET ,

LYABEE, TA FIEER, snd CHEF m:r PONT. From these. mitial potts the. m&s-—
" ings at ST sm:rm 12 vmom ma STE uum, eould. thsn be swm |
By secm.ng thase erossings, enemy ram:fmments wcmld ke pmentaﬂ.

: (l) B, p.l (2) B, p. 2, (3) Bs Pe Lo h

y 3";{



 from entering the battle aréa from the east-and ﬂsﬁ. (l.t} {3@& Hap 1] |
The Lth Unit-ed. States Infant.ry Division, 'lith &8 grea’t 'mriet-y Bf
-attached trm:.\ps mclud:mg 'l:-he 359th Regimental Cﬂﬂbﬂ?ﬁr ?m ﬁf the % S

Infantry Dlviswn, a3 Div:l.sion Ressrve, was 1o mba_,

assault in the VII Corps secter. The code name gim ﬁ "bhis besch, m
' UTAEL | I '
~ The 90th Infantry Division,wms to follow the Lth Eimlen ashore m_'ﬂ' |
D, D plus 1, andelusE.?(ﬁ) | | o |

Simltaneaus aasaults wére to be made on the left of VII ce:-ps, by
the United Statés V Corps. Cansdian and British Porees wers to land %o " 3_
 the left of Vv Corpa. (6) " ' - | |

To VIT Gorpa was assigned the mission of sacuriug the pm cit-r of .
CHERBOVRG. (7) é T

- TEB.RAIN STUDY
. Horth' of a 1ina ru.nning .f.'rom t.he coast to.

CONTENTIN PEHMUI& is dra.'l.ned. by two importm‘b r:wers, the ‘DOUVE and
MERDERRT. Ne:.t.her river bhas h:Lgh banks. nm.' are the ‘riveru very nde-'

-Hmrever, the;r run through fla.t lands and d'ur:l.ng high.tide the la.m'l mld

ma.rshes surrounding the DOWE and EEREEEET are bels:-w sea 1evel. ‘The __ma_a,, e

along elthsr s:.da of the r:.xrers, is d:wided by many non—navigable
camla. (See Map 5) | D S
| One terrain faature which was prasemt in the CONTRETIN PEHIHSUH.,
and about whiah ln.ttle m.formtlon was furnishad to the- 3rd. Bnttallun,
was the hedgemw. (8) f' - L T
Thraugh t.hs yea.rs Fram:h fa.rmers had. devalcped, parhaps nnlmoiingly, :
2 fumdable military obstacle. Thig obstacle was the hedgerow. Thsse-
.were sarthen barriers interlaced u:i.tP grnaa.t- m of tree and ahrub—
bery roots. These barriers were ) tb 10 fmt ‘in width st the base aﬂd

rose to a height of 4 to 8 feet. Freu- the top and ;sin'l_es of this eartm-

wall grew cpntinuoua', ‘interlacing, bands of 1;1-3@- trees and thick shrub—

bery. To facilitate the draiming of thege -fields & diteh had been dng

(h} D, p. 3-h3 (5} D, Pe 10; (6) B, Ppe 293 {7) D, p. 10; (3) Paraunal
knowledge. : . ;
y




. along the edge u:r the hadgerm.' Thesa ditcbﬁs wore. nrm 1 w E‘L-fwa‘t_
--deap. '. Theee, in, turn @,\re ‘added protectim t.o a qﬂsrendw (Saa Ske‘tnh
ENNOR | | B

_ 'rhe field;a in ‘hhe GGH‘I‘H{T. PEHDL’SUH, did nnt ‘a8 a mle, em@ed

" 100tozoowas square. Bemgbuu.nded onauaidesbythsse hedgorm, Ry

aach field beeana a strong pa:i.nt. :Ln, ‘the ham!s of a de.fmm.z fe\rm. :[n R

‘_addition, the terra:.n t.hrough a great. por‘td.on nf the GM?E PSBIESUIA _

was leval and obse.ﬂrat.ion m 1mited. Ths dsfend:mg enw had t}:@ 2 .- . *
advants.ga of lateml aad parailel rantas fa:r supply, rainfaremt, s.nﬂ ":3‘ o

wit-hdrawal An almost continncus covered rrmte m availabla to w

position. Bacause oi‘ theae ama].‘l.ent avenues of approach to. the frmt
\_H_.-‘j L -
. and 1aterally, a.nd. the Bnperior eoncaalnerrb afi’ord@d, a defamﬁag farae SR

o conld effect:wely cover 2 lm*ge front wit.h 2 minigm of ﬁmaps.

A minz.mm amau.nt of wurk ms mqﬁim to comm thia pea.aam emw-,‘_-
.side ‘into a fortrals. By digging small openings )clwawly cmaal«dd ﬂ:r-—

' :Lng positiona, for @1 type weapons, could be prepnreda

Each aueaaaaiw iwdgem was but another main line- nf mistmce‘ o -
| By *praarmxged fires each i‘leld could ba su'bjectad ‘I;e wll plaeed mm;- =
and art.ﬁlm-y ﬂrs.‘ o f o | RIS RS

An attagker. had to clear: e-a::h succassive lataral m pamlm :
in h:us directim of admce in ordsr to reﬂmee ami premt w :Lni'ﬂ'br&-.
tion ‘into his rear, .~ j \ | e

The hadgarm also affectad the rouds s 8 mﬂul‘t- of. t.ha building _
: oi‘ the hedgarm, ‘the roads traversing the MM‘E mnm app ; "fﬁ ;".: . ’
gunken. (19) g S ‘.'_ P

- TNVASTON m&mnmg o I
. The m :nfant.ry Divisien, eompriaing in’ part-, the. 357%11. 358*&, ,m‘
. 3591:-1! Regimrrhal Gmbat Teams, arr:l.ved in Englmd earlj‘ infﬁpril, ‘

(].1) Divisien. Hasdquarters, ja’as establiahmi at Bimnghm Iha
. of the ‘Division, 1ass eleanunta of ’ehn 35915151 R. . T. s P

(9), (10}, Persona.l k.ncwledga. |




o battalion wottld no'o be avail&bla for aeveral houra i‘ollm the l&lﬁiﬁg,; ‘

and Regimental Gam;:a in t.he lﬁ.dland's area. Element.s n:E t.he 359*’&!1

. Regmental Gomba‘b Taam were att.ached t.-o the lith mfantu'y Diﬂniou in

_‘IE?OHSHIEE. (12) | | o |
The - 357¢h. In:rantry less the lst Ba‘bt.al:l.on, plua t.he Dd.vismn Glsarw |
mg Company and Company 4, 315th Engineer Combat Battalion, amnp:l.qd '
CAMP KINIET This camp was abou'b 30 miles aout-hwest of Bmeﬂm (13)
‘The ba‘bt-al:.on was very bua'y for the next fi.Te maka. Bqnipnent and -
supplias needed to complets: t.he T/0 and E a.llowancea WBI'S raqusitd.omdn '
'Traming was puahed with em;phaals on 1ong fast. road marchaa nth full - .
combat loads. Hight preblems were conducted twice nak’ly.‘ R 7-

‘Geners] Omar Bradley vis:.ted the hatt.alion at- GA.HP KIWT, a.ml before -

) ieav:l.ng asked what‘tram:mg was being .comincted: for hedgam fisghting.-. S
This was the first knowledge t.he hattalion had received th&t hadgerm B
" would constitute a‘problem.' Because the hedgerews of Gen‘l;ra,l Engla.nd
were veary sim:l.llar to thoss encountared in the Unltad Stat-as, and ‘l:»he _ |
fieldu were rather large,, the ‘hedgerows did’ fot leava thJa mmsim n:t
_being a difficult problem. (lh) - R
) Tha battallun aolution, a.s apprmd by Regiment-, called fcr the fi:l.'e
of automatic weapons and 60m mortars to be dlrected a‘h mdgﬂriﬂ comm. =
It was bel:.eved & defender wculd mest 11kely 1ccat.e his a.utm*bie wapm
. a_t_: 'l:.hese points. , Several prﬂblems were remarmed on this t;vpe of ”
"aperation. sy | - . |
Omn 13 Hay the 3d Bat'bal:l.ﬂn’ mmrad, with tha rmindsr of thﬂ Hﬂm;
to a msrsha.lling area at CAMP mcm COURSE, cmsm, umm T
final steps for t.he invasion ma‘ zade at .thia‘lpcatmn. Vahim]:as m

_"imterp'rmfed and basic loads of, m'mnitiaii were com;;lated. “the baaie
| loa.d was not t.ha one prescr;:.bed by' War Departmnt ﬂirﬁctlms, 'm:lt one.
,\mrked out b}f‘ the Bat-talmns am*l Reglment. The eomba.t- wukinlas, of ﬂm

t.herefore every effort was made to forasta]l any pussibility pf mﬁi
tmn shortage. (3.6) By reducing per,sonal iz@adimenta te he carried, m:m
-9spe.ce en mahicles was availabla fox mition. E&ch riﬂm m ias‘ﬂld.

(12) A, p. 3; (13) z, pe 213 (m} Pamnml mladge; (:).E'f) Parsmal _m
Aladge, (16) Personal knwladge. SRR AU EE S




extra small arms smmunition. Personnelj of battalion headquartars}wars R
~ to carry extra mortar ammmition., Much detailed planning and shifting

of equipment was necessary tosllow for this incresssd amnnition.
Certain critical items of eqﬂpme‘n‘h were not availabls. ) Ti'xesa in-

~ ¢luded extra bolts and firing pins for the 30 caliber machine guns, and -

the long firing piné for the 57mm antitank gums, Thess long firing pine.

were needed to fire the British high explosive type ammmition, which

was part of the basic ammmnition load. When the Battalion salled for

NORMARDY there wes an aversge of ome and a balf spare bolts and .firing

pins to each 30 caliber machine gum and only one long firing pin for the /]

three 57m sntitank goms. (17) _ 1)»—96
On 15 May Colonel John Sheehy was replaced as Hegimental Commanderf|

by Golonsl P. D. Ginder. (18) Om 13 June Colonel Ginder was relieved

and Colonel Sheehy aas&eﬂ command of the Regiment. (19) Om 15. June

Colonel Sheehy was killed when his vehicle was ambushed. (20)

THE ORIGINAL MISSION
VII Corps plans called for the 90th Infantry Division to land on-

UTAH BEACH on D, D plus 1, a'nd D plus 2, The 359th Regimental Combat
Team was to be attached initlelly, to the 4th Infantry Divieion, as
Division reserve. (21j Tpon landing, the Division (-) was to go into am

-apsambly ares, gouth of the SINOFR mvéi-, in the vieinity of CRIBBECQ.

* The Division was then to be ‘committed on the right of the 4th Infantry
Division, and drive north along the coast toward BARFLEUR, At this poimt,
the Division was to turn west and, in conjunetion .with the 4ith Infantry

effoct the capture of ‘RATS%H“ » the code name assigned tlo CHERBOURG.

Division assig Rzgsimit the right sector of the Ddvision sone,
Regiment, in turn; asslgned the 3d Battalion, the right sactor of the
Regimentel zone. (22) _

The battalion made detailed plans for its subordinate u.ﬁits te in-

“clude platoons. A thorough study was made of the terrain through the

(17) Personal kmowledge; (18) B, p. (19) D, p. 129, 212; (20) E,
p. 2%; (2.) D, p. 10; (22) Personal kndwledge.
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- . use of’ mliei' 2aps and i.ntalliganea reparta (23} | ,_

: |  On )L June tha regiment mm'ed, by rail, 33 m.:l.les to E’&BDIFF, ﬂm
‘o © At this point, the regiment embarked for the “far Bhum' m 3ré
Battalmn was. aasigned to. the 83 BIKIWILIE (Eh) .' B

5 June wa.s apant a.ssembly:mg t.hn convoy in the BRIS‘?@I; CH&HML,

.. mear SMSE&, : {28} . The brief:mg of plat.oon lms a.m:l mm%”‘

"'misaioned afficm cmmenaed on 5 June and contimmed to 8 Jnne. : Tksy

..‘Wre brie.f.‘ad as. to the genaral plan a.nd the spaci_fie Hissiem assignad

'bu the:u- units. Fc)llm'ing th:l.s, each man in ‘t-he hﬁttaliba m fﬂlly

) infmrmd in all det.a:l.ls as to the asa:.gned mission uf his particnlnr
sqnad a.nd mm Uaps rere iasned and sach sqnad wag alaa hrieiad ag

L "tu the ganeral :niss:mn ai‘ higher units. (26} _ :
B on 0200 huurs, 6 June ths eonﬂry sailed. fur the c-;" »

 convoy arrived without incident off‘ UTAH Bméa a’s abewb:%% hou:mi

oen D plus 2., Ths landlnga were . aacemplisha& by use of l&na:gng sﬁf‘h .
\; {\wa:ding the’ last f&w yﬂrda 't.hro'ngh the surf. (27) .
oo only mafor. nas'aslty, anfered by e Diﬁaian in the mmw
2 wwrml en}: plm 1 of.f TMH BE&GH. The as sam B Am, brs :
Y ng the Divistiom Esadquar‘bars Advance netam,;am the. 23 mmim

.';ﬁf t.he 35% Infantry, at.ruck a nine amd js._

ﬁelimm 103"513

i )

éink:!.ng Bmver, all eqaipmant oﬁm'm?mﬁm m N

L equipam want dnwn nth -bhe vessol. (28} - ; .
M the 3rd Batta‘.‘.ion landesé it- ¥as d:l.rent-ed ‘ba a w.‘Mi@n

A perme’wr dafenna.

Th:Ls wa.s muessary b@zme ﬂﬁi:
o 'rl‘ai’ lmadgerm in t.h:.s area. (30} |
.l. M NISSIC@

B}r D plus 2 t.he aseault. trosps,falraadzy ashore :I.n

(éa} Pegaonal knaﬂedze, (zu, @)% 3 2. cm ‘(eﬂf




[
not been able to seeure their assigned D Day objectives. The £33 Airborne
Division had encomntered heavy epeny resistance, along the m‘r RIVER,
and was unable to gain its objective arems, which ran west along the
north side of the DOWE River, to PONT L'ABBE, thence north and west of

'GOURBESVILLE to the MERDERET River. At this point, the 4th Infantry

Divisionts objective area ias;'ho run in a northerly-diractioﬁ to QUINE-

~ VILE. (See Map 3) The 4th Divigion, in turn, was umable to push forward

to its assigned cbjective. The 824 Airborne had been abls to secure a
bridgehead over the MERDERET River, west of STE MERE EGLISE, at Li FIERE
end GHEF DU PONT, but wae wmable to fully exploit these bridgehesds. (21)
(See Map 3) |iterm ™

Gn 9 June General Bradley directed that the GONTENTIN FENINSILA bo

cut off before CHERBOURZ was captured, Genersl (!c:::l.l:l.ns,‘I ¥II Corps Com-

mander, therefore directed that the 90th Division (-359 ROT) be committed ,
through the 824 Airborne Division, at the LA FIERE and CHEF DU POET bridge-.

heade, (0t meten un). . | W

The Division objective was the ares including the high ground’ betwean

ORGLAMDES end CCRLOMBY, south to ST. COLOMEE, to include the bridge ever

thn DOWE River at thet point, and éout.h to ST, SATVELR 1B VICOMTE. An
intermediate objectlve was essigned embracing the high ground from

GOUBBESVTLLE south through PONT LYABBE, and including the bridge at thet

polrt over the DOWE RIVER. (32) (See Map 5)
The 357th Infantry was to move to the LA FIERE eroasing o# the
MEFDERET RIVER, eaatofSTEﬂEB.E!GLMonf.he morning of 10 June, and
Motadowr
under cover of darkmess, relieve alements of the 3251:11 Glider Regiment
of the 221 Airborne Diviaion._' - ‘

The reg:lmntal line of advance was %o be LA FIERR Bridge, LE MOTEY,

 AMFREVILLE, GOURHRSVILLE, ORGLANDES and STE COLOMER,

The Regimental crder was issued at 1200 hours, 9 Jme. The 33 Bet-
talion was to attack on the regimental right with the 23 Battalion mh
the left. The boundary betwsen battaldons was the main highway rumning

(31) D, p. 75; (32) D, p. 125+126.



aﬂ.ang tha mdlc.ated route of aﬂmce._ {33’)

The Battallon Gmnder, accampmied b;r ths Battalign s~2 S—-_‘;! > o
‘ ﬁg snd Gmrw Commm:dera want fam‘ard, at. lh!JO hﬂurs_, ta raconnaitar rmtas

f and make arrangemants for the relief of elmn‘bs of 325th Glider aagmentf;
X Q’p" RITRR The Battal:mn &mmander, -m.h hig party, ratumed ahau‘h 1709 heum
é and imﬁediately issued his order. The bat‘halitm urder mllad .for K m
L Gompazw to lead the assault.. A plstoon of heavy: nsahme gm, fram H
Gampany, was assigned to each of the aasault c:m:panma._{ m B]m pla.tﬂun
m inltlally ta ba in ganeral support from 2 poaition wg;t-‘ of - the I.k

 FIERE Bridge. |
\Q The lead elmnt of the Batt.aliun s to oross the hatta“i’raﬂ mnia;. S

K, point- at 0100 hours on 10 June. The batt&lion om:ad pos m 2eitla 7 ‘ :
Bﬁm
and wag to mOVe fmard on 'bhe Battalion Gmmﬂdwm ard;er. Tha Ba.‘h-

. to'be establiahed near the railroa.d overp&sa ﬂlﬂt af

', 't-alicn Executne was to. uhack a1l units at the :uai’t-ial poirt.’ (310 =
| The ba'bt.alion area was braken up by il'lﬂnmﬂrable ha dgexows,' The Ba.t- ‘

| fv&li@n Cmander d:l.rectlad tha't- all ccmpa,ny cggmnﬁgrs th@m@ly a‘rimt
.-.mit gu:.dss befare darlmess 80 t-he;r wmld be :l’anilia.r with 'ﬁhs:.r mtas

to the initial pomt. The Batts.lmu Emcut.iva, priqr ta darmm, emﬁm

| with sach cﬂmany as to gu:l.des and was in.fumd that ll,l.were wa]l mmrs—
ed and. there wcmld be no trouble. (35) | )
Gm:m:.on bega.n when t.he battalion nmred fcrrﬂard E ﬂm emsmd
the init.ial pﬂ:l.nt on schedula. L Co@any wes not praaent. ~In orﬁer tn
: maint.ain eentact, I Gompa.mr was ordered. to. folloll K BW» I. Cm
B arr:.vad st the dnitial peint as the 1ast. of I C—ampw erms&d.. Tha mﬁt |
 “guidea had ‘becoms lost in the mage of hedgerows and oriented thamsalves '_ ;;fiif‘f :
. 'thraugh the scunﬂ of the other élemonts’ march:lng down m road. ,_ﬁo o'bhar |
;dirﬁmlties ware experienced at theb time. (36) ‘ , I
The andﬂgn a]mnging of 'tha B:wision*s misaion, rmlted 4n a very |
.."'."_serioua handlcap tc mbard:l.nate unrba. 'rhera wra ins'affiaient mpa m
(33) Latter, Dec L83 Major T. T, K?ildasr, Peraonal mamiem; (31;) w,mr,

“Dec. 48; Major T. T. Kilday; Personal knowledge; (35}, (36} ?ersﬂnal
lmawledge and stat.ement. at thn bloms by capt..e de. 'rhm@sm. :

;I.O




o hattalion. The napa, whlch had bsan :Lssued. fer tuha imasm a,nrl initilﬂ-

" did nat. a;apaar on all maps.

S '-_sﬂm, the br:u:lga was inbact. (39)

g battalion had left the battalx.on cmm pdﬂ’h a‘nﬂut 2@00 yaxda m tlln

RS poat remain at i't.u 1bcat.ian.

B l.*‘xmcutm to £ind the Lrtillery Lisison mzfiesr, ms.gmd to t.he mnu

- (36a) Persensl observation and knowledge, e

w for issue to a:lJ. officers ‘and - ksy namemisaimd afﬁaam'in
mission, did- nat gover tlm nmr a:ma over Irm.uh ﬂm E;Lm&.on m'::ﬁ.

This m,m :gmm ;t&aj&m—

-qppmod in its initisl. scta.on, by the 105? ﬁrmdiw orit,

‘?.i L

o 9151; Division. (37)

v Dur:.ng the next fow hm:rs, ‘the bridge over ths

"'-';;_?_af he 24 Battalion, was st.nmk on the bridge and abanéam (3@} ;
W was of conerete cmtmetim and 6D feet 10115‘. This rivsrm

2 clear field of fire, By 0900 hoars, the imitu:al aavmm' nf the

: The- 'Batt:alion ﬂmander, howrer, dirwtﬁ m‘b ‘hh& e-mad

“Around 0800 bours, ;& uall came over 'bhe ruﬁa aaking_thh ,Bat.taﬁ;m
" ‘He had not been seen for oome two hours. an m;m = m to lnwea
hin, by aearching with a ;jeep and L mﬂo to. ot.har mﬁar but m no.

'Dee. 18s (37) n, Be 126, 5 P 725 (‘38’},;.. _;
- om




LY, u.' - The Bat‘halion’s advance eont-inued from lwdgarm to hedgeraw. Thﬂ

' Later the Lisison Officer returnad t-o the bat.‘halion omsmtien pmt
atid atated he had gone to. locata his battaliun. (110) :

- At 0930 hours s +the Regimental Executive ua].‘l.ed the Ba.ttaliﬁn cm- S

wand post and asked its locat&,an. Upon being :mfomi hia tm'se raplr
was, 'm:at the hall do you th:u:k you are, Bu.viui@n Retéem?ﬂ The Ragi—-

) mntal Camaml Post. was then 1oaated near CANGH;

" ahead of the 3d Batta.linn cma.nd FOlfu The Baﬁtalion Gmm:r m cm-r
.tactred and :.nformed that the emand post was. mving p :Ln tha viemi‘bs“
ofwwmr.
' When the Battalion Exdcutive, itk the compand post’ parsc ki, iy
near the I4 FI:RE Bridga, their cmss&hg ms &Blayaﬁ for ﬂ_ftean nmm
The Eegimental S-l, with other perﬁonnel, ha;d eatabhshed ,

| _qﬁar*bera in a bam near t.he br:.dge '.Ehey :m.formed the. W: i’m the
34 Batta]j.on, ‘that 1t was time- for thie, enemy o interdiet the bridgm |
Unknm %o all the enamy had :I.’ired his last round at. ‘the 'bridgs gome :
thirty mimtee earlier, (b,l); . L L
The Battalinn Exeontive located the Battalim ﬁmnder a?t 't-ha absez'-
vation post some dwta.nee to the right of IE MOTEY. Bvidence o bi:ttar :
| fighting could be seen on all 's:.das.' Along tha hedgermm tha:re wera W o

, dead Mican Paratrnﬂpera and enemy. (h2) o . o Ty

\ enemy was not naking $o0 dete:rm.ned a stand cmseqnently WIIIE was
”ant.am shartl;sr afber-1200 hours and the Battalion pushsam t.hmngh t.ha

‘bmln On. the northm Dutskirt uf tm t.he anemy w&s well dispwad i‘ﬂ

 strength and the Battalinn's adva.uea vas ha.ltad. The Batt«alien mmﬁn

_“selected a bullding. across :l‘ram ‘the clmrch ‘a5 8 Gmnd Poa'b. Ta "f‘?“id_
‘gonfusion, t.he inhabitants mf tlia m were axﬁered imlam (113')' o
 While procaed:ing into mmm Lbhs Bat.‘balion 1:.:::1&r centact with .
L Gc;mpan;sr, whieh waa on tvhs Battaﬂ.mnfs riglrh._ It. Was: irpwsible to _
" 'cunt.mt them by ra.di.o, ru.nher m- Bignals. Ths Battalion mmve

(o) Pemanal atammt ¥ajor T.’ Fo ;Ei‘ﬂ.day 10 Jane' uhs (h:;‘; m:mm}. fif.,
obaeﬂatiun, (h2), (hs), Persana.l obsamt.inn and Psra : T

-




went i’orn.rd to %B nhservation post, Iha.ch ¥ag abuut 3@& m -fm s
the command post, and consul‘bed with the Bat*l;a.]icn GWI m R
and directed 'I:.ha Execut:.w to ¢enmt Eugiwaam 3%‘“’* , emz:m

“~’Bhttalion.6am:;de’r was mried over the: npparam; 10# of:

. from the Resam Battalion to usist the a‘l:.'mck:. I GW had been S

' camtted.

Several hmlrs later- t.he Bat'ba.lion Bxatmt:.ve wag" infm:md. 'bha.‘l:» In
Gonpany :b1 advancmg, had 'l:.med off :E'rcm tha djrectiun af ‘I:.hs a‘b‘bpek'.“-..l

at AFREVILIE and advanced' far to the right. . Ths Bops :ww dtg L -
Gmpm were. ncrt. detailed a.nd rnad.s that appaared te be m:n rﬁmﬂ& m:-ﬁ»-,_
the - growd I'era not shmm on the mepss !W I’EN ‘nn 'broepa cm the—f-:"i,‘

"Battalien's right and 1 Go@any Commsnder did not no & Al gruiu;l

 ehange in the diredtion af the att.aok This was paam:l.a dus to the -

_ gm;u ——— or hedgerows, anall 2ieldy and 1a.ck of W m .
R mm-s 1530 haurs, L compm was baek in- cams:. n:n m ‘Babili
| o 1 The Bat-tal:l.on Executl?e's atﬁe@t to conta»et Rugmn#hx tel_' P
; .ms unauccessful. The Battalion Hu'bor foizer, Lt. BM, m brielsd

on the s:.tua.t:.on, given a writt.en mssaga aﬂﬂ ssnt te. Eﬂgmt. _‘ ;‘ ;

" short time later 8 menbar oi' Battalion Haadquartars E:ampm, ron w -
'hha gmami poet and st.atad an enm fam was emtaﬁng tm Wu-:;.,_f o

\

he '&e 3 Ba:btalion and the ad Bat.talmn en ﬂa m. Fhe Basion

' rapid cheok mriflad the fact tha.t- a mll mup of an haﬁ :Lnfﬂ A

trated between 'bhe batt.alinns. - The Battal:msmmt

ot d:rivérs and ather‘.pernennejlfamun& 'ﬁﬂattaliu’n:-»_ﬁé 2hel i
: | was called snd instructed to pmpara $o- dafend m emﬂ paat.
- L all ot-her men- amilable. The Batta;l.ian Gmmiar m Mﬁl&é BI
R telephéne of the Bituation. Ha m@gest@d mmng the w past.
tmrd tha nbsemtinn post ‘or baek 'k«m’aﬂ:'l Mﬂm&h lhile 'Ehe Bu:k
lion Bxeoutive was. m to. the Bn‘tt&lian cmm, ﬁaa Bawaan, rs-,-'
tarnad frmBagimmt andrapurted‘bﬁe MWWM ‘tam

(&h} Mﬁm, ﬂm. 18, ¥aj ar 7. T. Iilw Paramél pomim.
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. was directed t.o re.tum tﬂ Regiment iand explain th&situat.im and Lry tnr-
seeure another cempany T.he locatmn of L Gempany Was at-i.'L'L wnknown aﬁ
this tmg.( ) | R ;

' thrae blocks to t-hs south a.nd take charge during his absenca., - Aftr&r na‘k: -

 Command Post and cuntactad t.he Regimental cmer. ‘

‘gimental Eaaerv‘e. The Regmental Gcmmander sta‘bed ‘he did: nut hmm m
'lat‘ Battalion as ke had been forced to sand it fm‘md t«a relisrve the Ed

'.fered any such losses and he beliwad that, the nppnsitimz emc@'u.ntered by

. the 2d Battalion WaE 1o hea.vier. He furbher stated 'Ehafib enl:f lmnim&lly

mander of the 2d Battalion and. asked him if he had 50 per r.m smltiﬂ. o

Gharles Eyﬂnr, Jr, mo had bam an assistan‘b Regimntal 3—3. ’rha 2a Ba.t-w

- that his Batt.alion had suffered botwesa 5& and 60 par ewh wluam (h?}

1ittle heed of the 3d Battalion's message. (1;5) S -
~Informing t.ha Ba.tta.l:.on Commander ‘of this the Batta.linﬂ mcntive

-

- The Batta.licn Executive ordered the 5-1 to wi‘t.hﬁrm the ¢omand pcst,

thase amngements, the Battallon Exacutive 1eft by :E‘oat, far the Regimtal S

The Reginen'hal Gms.nder stated he had no. ava:llable i‘am to slmd 'h

the asgletance of the 3d Ba‘btallon.. The Bu.tta.lmn Smmtim suggeuted 2

.‘ conpa.nar be aecurad from the lst Ba.ttalian, whieh he thaugh'b m :Ln R&-

Eattal:l.on, Ih:.sh hsud suffered 50 per eent- cas‘nalties. Withﬂn‘t ‘I':h:l.::tlt.'.’mg,.f
the Battallon Execn‘h.ve mmedlhtely remarked he ccmld mt mmive of ths =

| 24 Eattalion sustaining s'uch heav losses. The 3d Battalim had nat snf-n o

had the gound OI fi‘ring been hea.rd from thﬁ Ed Battalion ﬂectm‘ du.‘ring

lulls in the 3d Battalion's fire fight. {hﬁ)

The Regimnta.l Commander appeared rather mrpriaed by ﬂus impetw
atatament of t.he Ba.tmlmn E:mecutive. He turned to the Battal:lun Gﬂm-—

~ Nobt until this time, had tha Bat-‘ballan Emcnti'm m-h.ea& ths preaeme of
" the 2d Battalion cmmr, who had been ata.nding neqrby md apwmm

h.ad heard the enti're corrvmation. Al.su sta:s:!ing near 'tlm ywp m I.t--r - }

talion Gomnﬁa:, :i.n reply ‘to. thsa Beginsntal Gmm’a qﬂw@ S'tdtt.ad

El ). Persondl statement, I.ieutamant- _Bowman, 10 June hls
Pergonal. knawlmlg i h?) Persanal k:nwladge, al sta‘bsmnt of Hajor

Charleas Rydar Jr;
Hi R




.+ ./The Regimnfbal Cma:ﬂder fimlly dlr,sct-ad tha.t the M El‘htnlian
Ttiiwwmelex' get a eanipan;r together and t.nka 11:. furua.rd ta assiﬂt ‘the 3&
.Ba_*ta.}.ion. The Battaliun Emeu‘hiv'e 'l&a Grderad t@ guida t-]m uww

The 2d Battalion Compander and the 3d Battalion mcutive laft- for L
_the 2d Batt-alian ma, abeut ).mo yard,s to the Tear. 'th thsy reaehad

. the 24 Battalim area they met Captain Domries, of G cempany, lesging & o
»’Q}) lm eolumn eut ef "hhe wc»ads ‘rhe Battahﬁn Exscubive m ﬂuxpriusd tnu _
ff' e et o mﬁﬁm and. agparently nrzanisatimr Sntact.. Te asked L

. . ; m Ef th.a.‘h m ths entire Bat‘b&lian. ﬁmﬂm" MW? msk’.:

?? 3‘15*- my ﬂmdl b -replied. “When qnestiamd 23 to- m W g‘f,‘ ""*‘;t P

—mualtiea the Ed Ba‘t-talion had Buﬁ'md, he mmﬂ, hf € dﬂ nnt nw,.._ -
' jua snffamd mm “than the ethm mwmsan m e

-fh‘_.mt wor 3 te 5w eant. I ﬂﬂn't m Uh? iﬂ hﬂl “ m M m"'f";”f L

The ‘2d Bntmion Gmmander and the Bmmm .

| & Gompany, Promeded toward AWIIIE Upem TLIE, |
B ,Jin the a.bume of, any dotion hy the. Battallon ewa@ and. becavse. m
tnad wag m qml ‘gunken, the B&irf.l.’.linn Exaeutim auggmm t&at mt’.. ey

'fﬂrm be. :mi out ‘to the rmnt_m-zmn. The Battalim cmm divests

“ed the Battalion Emutive to talcs éﬁsm Gaptain. nmm was. then
o 'dimted to plme local sacuri‘by. _ (h?}' o

ﬁo aetzﬁty of any kind mﬂ bhaarved when tha fms miwd a.t tha

,south m’r. edge nf M‘EK?ILIE The des:l.g,na'bed 1ncatim uf the ba%sl:l.m
ea’maad post wag nnoccupiad._ m tm goquare waa mty. The cmlafl;e “
abmma of ms and aetivi‘by in the. town sta.rtlsadsnd amamud the

_ Battalian Ementive, Ee or:bared 3 Company ’se halt..

The 2d Bm;auan

era turned to the 3d mmm mmam m
statsd he had lbn‘btla fatigme“ and that he msﬁgemg t.a tlm Aid Stations |
He told the Bxseutive o take over the camand and wi‘bh m.z tarse .
(hﬁ) Pmoml mledga, ()49) Peranna:l Imawledge. ‘

. *:?-E - : S




statement, the 2d Battelion Commander departed for the i-éar.. (50) '~
The 3d Batta.lion Executive d:l.recteﬂ Captain Dom‘iea to BHCUTS A
pa.t.rcl of 6 men and 1 o.t‘ficer and have them raport to him imediataly.

During the nrga.niza.tion of the patrol, tha Battalicm Emut:l.m mfﬂmd L

Captain Domries that he was to repain in ‘the tm wi'tah his - cnmpan;v He

- wag to deplcy his company as’ protectian agamat a.ny W 1nflltraticnu .

The m::utive's plan was. to go forward and contact the 3d Bat
| Cmand&r. . The 3d Battalion's wire line was o441l in pasit-inn, hwer A
there was no telephone available with which to tap the line. o
l'hs pa.trol proaeedad to the last known observstion post ‘of ths bu‘i-
" talion which was in the orchard on the nerth.adge of town. Upon raaeh-
" ing the orchard thay found that it was deaerted¢ They thsn pmshad fbr_ |
ward ta.kmg advan‘bage of the l'mdgerm running parallel with the dimetiqn
oi‘ their adVance.; Stitl all wa.s qu:l.et with no trac.e Bf .friendly or e:nm' |
- troops. (51) _ | L , :
Proceeding about half a ﬁila; the Battﬁliul::l Eﬁéﬂﬂfe becam mOTE R J

preplexed and eonfused 88 to the situation. The u-u-e line m coms to

an end-' some 100 yards fM' of ihe orchai'd. In ]n.s haste to cover |

grcnmd and find the battalion, he found he had out distaneed ‘the ra-—-_. .

mamder of tha.patrol alnost-?E yards. As he was erossmg diagenally, -

an open field, a burst of aut.omatic fire Gpaned ug{on him.- He. hi‘b the

dir‘b, quickly laoked to the rear but could see no sign of his accm_paw |

patrol. Again hedgerowa limited Tiﬂlm‘l to the upan-fi-eld. He proemded,.‘ |

by crewling, to the @posite side of the field and drepped into a pre—-

‘viously prepared enem;r posi‘bion beside the hedgerow, |
After secnr:u::g his breath, he noted that it was qfu.et agsin. He

mndered :|.f perhapa he ‘had mist-aken enemy fire for friendJJ fire; Psr- i ’“

-bapa he thought it was part. of M Geq)anywhu hsd nistakan hin for the T

eneny because tha Division was weari.ng gas mragmated hmin@m tWill‘ -~

fatigua uniforms 'Hhich wars a.bout. tha same calnr as ths mi:t’cam wﬂm hy

the ezwmy (52) R I '.'..

(50)' » (51), (52), Peraonel knowledga.,- .
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hse put spererd ahead. of better ;}udgﬁment m M;im” .Ear a sm TS
raﬁs away. Haaring the gate ha q,gtlm hﬂ.s pa't.r 93\- E R
b’ hin to hit the gruund. &ftar crmling m hst fw

'i _\the ons wi’gurst by she anew (53')

W M Battglign_i Thay had w:.thdrm fmm wmm a sm:_” F
-_ ;m 1;1@ B&tta.lion Ex&@nt;vre's dapartm'e for aagiumtal _.

besn braken gﬂf with the enemy. G cmpany had Imem om;md 0 retm iw
©the zd Ba‘btalion. (5k) (See Yiap '6)

. ‘!’ha B“t‘mm Executive arrivad in the 3*:1 Bat‘bﬂ.ion a.rea.'m:ﬂ fnm

‘-'J Lot

_thaupraparmgt@muut. Thas—j wmadhimtmtthaﬂatw:ml T
%o attuck at, hmu-a and that. the, nu.tmm Gomamlsr m g.m “bn thm
| ‘angmental Command Post to. secure the attack orders If e did ot rmm v
in ﬁ-ime addrt.ienal information would be fBITHilheﬂ by the: Rﬁsﬁm 5&-2, ?
: f-me was sme slong the 1:.ne of maveh, - (55} o
. The 3r.i Ba‘b‘balion moved out in Batt.aliqn eelm promaaa by ’am Ba.ts-_-;'
B -l._tai,ion :!::acut:l.w and the s—3. ._Whare the Battalim was going, thra 11nmrr :
. dspu.z-tm, mpport.ing firss, a.djacen'b mta, ﬂ.imtim or uttm:, :
' _o'bhur siniliar natters were 'nnknm -:":i‘ o o
’ The Regimn‘hal 5-2'wam met ‘after ; the. Battalmn had;

sm 3@9, : o
mds m Ee ﬁp}.amd t.hat the Reglment was to contimne- thia attack S
1 TESYT ﬁhh ‘the. lﬂt Ba‘hm:l.on c:-n ‘bhe lé.f'b and ‘ﬁhﬂ B&Battali--.l _‘f';
on ‘the right.: m pmséht road. M mbs the 7 .

(53) Personsl. hwﬂ,ﬁdgai (5& iﬁtﬁ'&& Iiec hﬁ,
sonal lamladgas fSE} Persmﬂ oy .




[

'thufatmukmazmﬂhmmdtmmefd@mmapmlr
- dei‘ined line fnmrd of an open field. A 10 minute Mi.llezy pr&pmtim i
'was Lo be i’irad M 1950. !he artillery preparation comaneed a8 the 3—2 i
'. rﬁnishad his brief snd fmgmm-.ary mtructions. | ¥
. After recsiving the order the Battalion Ezeoutive :Lnfamd t&pta:ln
Msm, of L E:anpany, of the order snd | stated I Coupany. mﬂd atmk m
t:tm Battalion‘s righ‘l:.. He t-hen ins'l:.mct&d tha s~3 to ot a.ll smm '
Gmtmders forward at cme. B han'ind forward to 10&5!;3 th@ ngaaly
‘defined- ﬁne of daparture and to aeleet a.u asseu‘bly m fo:r 1&515 m
B arders and cacrdmatien. The area wag located and. t-he ba‘btalion md

in, As the compm Gomnders arriwd they ‘were mfemﬁ of tm aitmtinn. |
m' a.rbillery .f:u:-s eeaaed ba,fora tha Battﬂ:.en had alnsad, intn the m&
8 o S C
Befere the xt‘bank mmd m‘b, the Battal:wn Gamder trrived in "u'hn‘
Baitalien area but ke had 111:.tla additional iﬂmtim- Thsm m na
tins far Gemm Gmders to preperly or:l.ent thsir Pla‘ﬁm I@Nara, m i

m erit:.uﬁl. Hnd the:r besn ava:ilabla t-h,era wﬂd hav'e bm m tima :Ear
. a :ap atndy The Rﬂgimntsl ordear smssed a;paed. Thﬂ tsm'ain mld. be -
_th‘ “me'aa m mtmmn had enea‘untared alll dagr, cﬂntimws mgarm. E
| | aﬂlaek emnced at 2030 ‘hour, - ,&f‘t%r mﬁng fmﬂ a.bout e
150 yarm the Ba;btalion enco'untered 8 nu:adem:s band of small arms and R

k mtar fire. It semed imposeible for amm bo smrm Aty The 'ba'b- )

talian aulault trnaps answered with a ntharing fi.re. Empi:ha ‘thbis, all
m 4n favor of the defmdm Frm their pmared paaitimf m #he |
hedgerm, they: could o'l:am our advancing men:, - Cur man i’:l:md Bl:indlx‘{:_'__';', :
‘Oar fires swesping the a.rea atmck the hadgerm doing: nme dmggm : ,

- r

ﬁru directed a2t the "i:.op of the hedgerowms Iera alm inaf&aeti?e. ?he s

& '_'ﬁm Heﬁtalion ¢ommeand post wes u.nder amall arus m:d mrm f:lre ror th mﬂ
L | tlo lwm hmrer nn eaa'aaltias ware sui‘fered by '&m greup {5?} |
| The sttack. emunuea \mtil aft-sr 2300 hm._ Yo awmmz.a m

m mée. . CW emanﬂara and platmn 1&% wﬁsa& tMEli'es |

- {56} permal mondedge; (57) Pemmal abmmﬁ:tan anﬂ Btamenta r:mu

abservers Mﬁ at that times
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élmost needlaéslsr try:.ng tb léad their mmits ramrd.? : cﬁptaiﬁ James
Thompson, of L Company, was Id11ed in this attack. Lisutensmt Thomas
l[cGu:Lre, L Gompany Emcu'l:.ive was cnt:.cally wounded. Ca.ptaih R:Luhard Sﬁ.ﬁt,_
of I Company, was Qntlcally in;jured and lit-.ter be;:er#'ﬂiwre_n;tnahle to
 get to him until lg'lie the mext morning. This was also a severs blow as
‘ Id.e_u'l:.enant.r Howard, :Emcutive officer of I Gom;ra'm','had been killed earlier |
.:i.nlt.'he sy, | o .
} Gradually the a'l:.taok broka off, md at 3936 hsmra the Battaliom pull-
ed back to the line of departum. L G’ompam'-' rmmd in pos:n.td.on to. pro-
vide security during the night for the remairder of the mmm (58}
Tha Batt.alinn Executive organiga& 'l:.ln bat-'l'.alian defense pesition.
" The battalion being on the Division's right with an exposed flank, or—
ga.nized its poaiticn on three sides tying in with the 1st Battalion o
the left. - |

.

The Battalion Ammmition snd Pioneer Platndn,'under the laam_:lera'hip

of 'Lieutenant Sherfan,’ assisted with the gvacuation of the dead and wamﬁed
during the night. | | o |

By 0200 hours, 11 June the battalion defense was mm;letadnnd o
organization was well under way. The nightwas broken by contimaal e_m-:
 change of smzll arms fire by L Gomgmrv with enemy patrolss

The 3d Battalion's loss iﬁ?ﬂtficers had been heavy in the first day
of fighting, Seven of‘fiéem had been -ig_illed or woanded. (59}
- mms OF 11 _JUNE, 19kl

By daylight ll June a.'l.l was qu:l.at along the 3d Battalmn'a front.
The \Batta.'l.icm Commander left for the Regiment-al B@mnd Pos'l:. a.bcrut 0700
hours. 4t 0750 honrs anpporting artillery commenced firing. . Th:ls fire
contimmed until E)BDU hours. |

"The Bat-talion Executi‘re called all Company. cmanders to the Bat-
talion Command Post, which was in the center of the Battalion area, to
await the return uf the Batt.a.—iian cwder. - The Battalion Commander

(58) Personal cbservation and atatemauf.s from observers made at the tim,
{59) Personal lmowledge.
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‘arrived about OBOO houra a.mi issusd ‘the order cs.llmg fcr an att&ck: a‘t.

- -Platoon Sergaa.nt.s ware r.mw leading platom in savers.l cazes,

for F Company Commander but could ot find him. The Battalion Sergedut

© (60, (61) Personial lmcmledge.-

0800 hours. It was the same mission and ehjae‘bive ag prevjmly @-Van ta

IR}

the Batialion, #Secure G{JERBES‘TILIE and contime the’ a.ttaek to W !I

.A.gain the Company Gmmanders had no time to bmf their Platoon

Ieaders. Two jum.or 1:l.eu‘hen.ants found: thmselves :|.n commi ef companieﬁ. ‘

The attack mwad. aff abou‘b 0830 hours w.l.t.h K W rapl&siug 1 - ,

Company in the assault. The at'bac:k beggad dm a#» it haa, t-he prav‘im

evening. (60) o R IPRE Y e

. The Regimental Exscutive called the Batialion Bxecutive around -
hours and stated tha'b E Gmpan;y was being sent faﬁﬁ.ﬁ to rainforue t.hs _

- attack of the 3d Ba.t.ta.l:l.on. When 'l',he cunvers&tlon 'Was. ﬂmleted_,_ F GW. | 'V o |

Commander appmmhed and stated he was 0 assist the 3d Bat.tﬂir.m. Tm’ <
Ba.ttalmn Exec‘n‘hive remﬂ.rked that. the Regimental E:Jacuti‘ra had just trels—
phoned and aa:n.d tbat. E ﬂomparm' was to. agsist the 3d Ba'htali-un. In ordu

to clarify the situat:.on, the Batt.al:mn Executive ca]_'l.ed Eagman‘k. 'Ihm

was some technical delay bei'ore the Regimental Executive seuld be cantaet-a&.' L
and the situaticn reported to him. He directed E c@npany to remsin and
whan E coman;r nrrived to sand it. back to the 2d Bat-talion.‘ Befere t-he

. couversatian ended E Gcnpany comanﬂer reported :Ln. The Regmmnm Ex-_»‘ DA

ecutive asgked to spesk wit.h him and then instructed B Company @mmdar ‘l'-l-': 5

-return to his parent ha.ttalio:;. Appno::!.mately 10 minutes had trmnpued o :

since F Company Commander had reported in. The Battalion Executive locked L

Hajor stated that F Company Gemand&r had pu.'L'l.ed out. when he ssw E. R

Cmnpa.ny Gm&mier arrlve. Regment wag again e.ant.actad a.nd med of 'bhe

situation and after a three Iray conversation wit.h 't-lw new Gmadi% o L.

S T

Officer, of the 2d Ba.t-t.almn, and the Regimental Exscutive D:E:I‘.‘icer, :L‘b
wes found that a conflict in ordecr-, betwsen 2d Battalinn and Regiwment,
had caused the confusion. Both compa.nias, for the preaant, were to re- .

main under 2d-Battalion's con‘brol. (6r)
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18t and 3:1 Ba.t.taliona. He imediataly chncked am:l fcm‘nd 'l',hat BAnY. 'lm

i --uhservers % a.djust fire was atmbwt.ea to the Ia,c'b that thm- fiald of

Du.ring the latter part- n.f.' t.he mmiﬁg ‘tha Ba'btalian xmtive nm
an :Lnereasing nmbar of men mmng to the rear on tlm ma& sapmtfmg th

: ‘.self-ﬂppﬂint&d attamdant-s to wa]_kj,ng gm on thair “-? 1.-.0 the Battal:t.an -
244 Station,  . S T o W

In ome inen.dm&t, four men ware’found moving 'l;o e TeaT); Theym .
stwped and questionad. Dne mvidual had hm atmk :Lu thn bntt.m |

by a ‘mortar fragmant-. _ The sacumi ona wag help:’mg the wouxdad mm to t]u .‘-:.-:--f

l.lq Stat1on.~ The th:er, lﬂm m caming {wo. r;iﬂgg gm m paﬂks, ﬂtataﬂ
l-he was carrymg the wotmded na;n.'s eqlﬂ.mnt to t.ha rear. The f,m;m, Tl L

_Pl&i‘a‘-'?ﬁn aa:rgemt Gf K Gm-l a mge: p@ueﬁm lmking ind:l_ﬁdual, m .

gﬁiﬂg alang to see tha.t the other twu men returm 'bo thsir '@it. ﬂne :
with pack and weapon, contimed to the rear. Thres men,. with i ba‘btﬂ-.im o
.‘:mer, raturned to K Gc@any (62) | o ‘
) Thiﬁ ineidant resulted’ :Ln the Gstablishmnt of gua:dﬁ dlﬂng 1ike13'
_ a,mmwa uf drift to halt such re‘breata.ng perauna. Tha B&tt&lion Trana—-
B portatim Uf.:‘.‘icer and eertain noncomiasinned effmaws oi &Meﬁ - 3 :
CDI’EPW were asalgned areas to mtch. Ths hattalimn rrmt* m W ansl %f
Lihes of &rift were mall defined because of the texx-un obut.aeles, e
ubiquitous hedgerow. .u.l mmmnded individuals rem:mg 4. the Tear ware
halted a.m:l directad to the ba‘btaliun command past, where 'khey wore m—
presled as to the affact ﬂf such a.et-iws nn thair pa.r‘l‘- ler 'lmre 'tald
that actions such as theirs mnld ca,use pa.:niﬂ m& h&nd lang diuwganiseﬂ -
-retreat._ They wm then placed in charge of a mim the batf.nlian r
”emnd post a.nd mwd Back ta the assault ea@paniua. (63) P

- Badio conversations be*bmen the Battal:u:m ‘Commander and the GW

' jcmanders disclosed to tha eomnd parh that tha attack: was makmg 1:|.tt1e ‘1-‘__"1::3 :
'prag:ress. mmmr fire was, ljmited. The iug)oasihﬂit.r of formard

‘ahaervatim m limihad. o *bhe uidt.h o lsng‘bh m‘.‘ ﬁ.eld.s thj.eh aeldﬂn
exceeded 150 yarda. & graat anmmt nf nortar> f:’u:'e ‘Ias usad. Plat.ofm
(62), (63) Persanal lmowledge a.nd ebserratien. |




L&adera were handicapped by the:l.:r lagk of mepss Loca‘bimmhh&rﬂ to - e

report as each field and hedgeruw lool:ed al:l.ka.f ‘i‘hera Was. very lit'ble

 direet ccmunicatiom between the Battalion Command Post and the Batta]ien e

Observation Post. dun.ng the morning of 11 Juna. ‘(611) _ N
I}'uring th:.s period, -the f:l.rst real trmble dewelol:ed fran sn:.pera, :

‘In the 536 Radie nets consldarable nention s mde of this ‘bype of W

| .aetivity. Y snipar wag located semewhers adjaeant 'I:o t.ha Ba'htal.mn Gm

* Post and occa.smnally fired into the field whm ‘the Cammand. Poat wes ..

| ‘located. Oﬁ];.y one casua.lty reanhted from this smpar when the Firat Ser- o

geant of ¥ Gmy suffered a savere flesh l'mmd in ons 1eg Ih:l.].a tm m -,

“Leaving the Battalion umm Post. The. entire"ma' was strewn with ememy
‘wire lines. Some of these lines led into treas Put upon investigation :
bysnall arm f:n.ra no enewm found. (65) o
.l.rmmd 1400 hom's, the Battalion conmander Hotified ths Battalion

Command Post that the Battalion was being n’chdrm 100 | yarda to the rear
i‘ar, reorganuation. Tha- Batta.l:.un Executa.ve started the treops,:..,-in the. .
viginity of the cmand post, baek tuuarda the assambly ama. The Ea'b-
talion nthdrew nthﬁut difflcnlty’ to the desimtad aread ‘

| - Upon arrival in this arm, the Batta.l:.on Executive superrued ths re- |
crsamzatmn of the battalmn. .The Ammitian ami Pioneer Platoon mmwd

ammmnition of. all t}pas from the vehmﬁm. Ia.ter and K ratiom were dxli?—- o

ared to each ccma.ny The Company Comnanders’ and Platm Mﬂm re- ) : “ |
organlzed t.he:.r um,t-s to :Ei]_'l.'vacanciea caused by the days. fig]rl:-ing.

At 1hL5 hours, the GnrpB Cemander arrived in the battalien a.sswhly
ares and asked for ‘the Battalion Commander. He was :Ln.t‘amd that the
* Battalion cmnder had left mimltes previousjy for’ t.he Begimental Emnd
Post. The Gorps Gomander than a.aked tha Batta.licn Emcutire m't- ‘the :
battalion was daing back in an asaembly area and who had ordaz-ed them back.
Thm Executlve e@ls.ined that the Batt.nlien ¥as rearganising but conld\ not .
‘answer on what comml level the order to withdraw. had been issued. The
| failure of t.he Batta.lion Executive to answer this qnestmn did nu’b iupms K
(6h), (65} Peruonal obaewation and h&owleﬂgm o |




LR

: .:,tha corps Gmmna.nder in. th@ lea.st.. Inqu:l.ring diren’bians to t.he Reg:mtal .
- -Commang, Post ‘t.he Gerps Gamndmr departéﬂ. . (66}

',' ?Ehes Eg%nliaﬁ @mamer ratmrned to tha assemhly araa, aecmaﬂiﬁd

-_ '-by the Regimental =2 and s—3, sround 1500 hmn-w The Bmtnlian ﬁmaaﬂ.ar
s-z had haen Bent by tl:s

Hagmantal Ctmnander, to ass:r.st with the i‘@r'bhcming a‘bmk .l‘.l.m tlmt

*

| t.alﬂ the Battaliun Exemrt.j.ve that the Regim"_"f

E-Company was to be sttached to the 3d Battalinn for the atve.ack.: m‘
"‘Battalion Gommnder, the Regimental 8-2 a.nd Eegimenttl Sp% d-id mt knaur
fthe exsct location of § caapany at this tima. The Sta.ﬁ‘ mm__cmpm

Commanders wers qm.ckly aaambled. Thie Batmim fo‘ : “then ata.tad

that the Corps ctmmier weis at the Regimental Command Pust m haﬁ arﬂar- il

ed an immediate att.aek. (6?} C iy _ o
The Battalion Gmmander issusci h1s o:ﬂer, ths ﬁaﬂ Mt&lim wuulﬁ a‘t‘bwk
alﬂns bhe right of mfmm- ORGLANIES Road, by-passing QADRERS

4 | ..'uh:l.ch 'mmld be an 'bhe hattalion's nght The diapgai*hian oi‘ mnpaniss and '
suppnrting plataons would remain ths aama. Tha tim.e of aﬁmk m aet r@r’_..' | \
- 1530 hl:mrs. The 1ine aof departure waa t.ha see ad used mliar in the &3‘5“ A

,anﬁ the Batt.a.hon Gnmmanc}. Po:t wmﬂd ret.um to its prem pusition. (58)

AY this time the Gcmpan:r Gﬁmndsr of K. Emmy a‘ha:&ed: ha mld naﬁ
1ea.d 1113 G@m forward: again undar such cunﬂiﬁ@m. Ha fsaiﬂ the tim

_ bmen the presm amd t.be hour of attack wap -

."_‘r"_j,m:im 0. elm thn
@i He fwt.her mm

-mmbl;r area, et alone ma:rch S0 a l:l.na a;r : L
: ‘-hﬂ had paraunal'l.r led his mmany fownrd tuies iﬂ the pm 18 hemrs w&r g

-.tha -8ame terrain. m under the deme. c:l.rcumtanc:as. The m i.n. a:t:l. a%ukz
o haﬂ arr:.ved 80 lata that. not one of ha.s Platoon I.ea&ers or nammisai,md'_ o
_2 effieers had be-n ’br:.afad bayond a f@w words as. they mre mimncing te tha :
line mfdapar‘bura The failuraaf theha-nmzmtaaemmaummmﬁm

 and apiri,t to & bmaking puint. Ee stated he m ' not pmaaﬁy af'mid
- end wuld serve as s rifleman bt he folt hewas failing ks %

. (65} Pe:vsnnal obsarvation and knowledg? (67}, (683 Pera@ m:iedga.




ordered then in*-a another lttaob that was ﬂ‘as‘hine& fum 1.

: 'ﬂm Battalion Gomamdor rnliwod 4 Gmm Gmar @ m S
" and appointed tha Bsgim S—E aeting ﬂww mﬁu o
, ~ Immedistely th' GW ﬂnmnéarl rat‘mrnéd o, thsﬁ- W u

mparafortha gttnck. _:! S
- The Battalion mﬂutin 'k-hen apglm to m m am« uﬁ |
3 -Wmd that, if at. a.ll p@ggib;g, Mﬁm t.’me Bhﬂ'ﬂldc bn HM R
_ the &@-ﬂiﬂb befom 1mmching anothar a-h-hmk., ng mﬁﬂ m ﬁ- ‘ﬁh» |

; m poin'l;a K ﬂﬂnpany Gmdﬁ hﬁ ﬁm &ﬂ ‘&ﬁ

toatmhta the. ﬁ'ont, mhnwk

?2

| thw enexy mas Fighting e defeveive hntﬂs the Bm:uw iw m
| ;-;m, ouce, before attacking, ('m) ‘ - =
0 he Battalion Executive then turned 4o the hmao. 3-3, ho: m
g ::m all of the aisems.on, and askod nia. m m‘wt the Regininta
ﬁm wonild pmhpﬂm tm time af attaek in m; ta nll&u m
E ;-em wfmmu s plan m aleo have tiue to embact m oxided S
| mmmmssumm“mmmt@

GM > dm. | o .
| Bm'ing thia ﬁm ﬁ" ‘H%alion vas belng. gm'_:ﬁ;_ TR
am ‘na fvﬂiﬁ& ﬁ& monbla his afma M m
qu .fm.' one WM df ﬁutmetion_ !he mmh m__
CGmews ) ionsn
y . *_”nls-@mtme&as the Mﬁmi@h&mﬁ

e - 2’59;: hrsoml mdze. ("?D) Hram; N
l‘nramml kamladga snd ehmﬁﬁm, \

“‘



two previous attacka. . The Artillary preparntow ﬂma ma u mim,,
7_umthm:ghtthselemntafwmughtbamutm '
R machine gun platoops wmm be attached to I amd K-Cempanies,
: _mortar p’h‘buonvmﬂiﬂ :hlgamral suppu:rt thhﬁ Mlﬁmﬁngfmrﬂ

 the fma, usder tﬁa Buttalion t':nmnﬂsc', mived at & esrtaitﬁﬂ.ﬂ e v

which could be cbserved from the line of departure:of the fores m e m -'T'“‘ -
' fhe Bettalfon Gomnander would also signal by rsdic-whén his farce il g
. e point. Badio stlence was to bs obssrved by the 'bat’ulian wmtil the

. Battalinn ﬂmnﬂer s:lgmlad his raadimas to emmo the at'bmk.
TheMtanonBomndPostwuldba mﬁmatthepoiﬁtaﬂﬂw
durilgthnhemvious attanks. mmmﬂnswhemm
of the Battalion Gemsand Post, | T
| The nagmnm $-2 was M of Conkand of K Gm and ¥ Cotpanyts..
, originsl mr mtm tn his GWW _ _ TR . \
| : mv : _ | ,
j Tu justiee to all aonearnad, a ﬁ:r"ahsr statemert ahm‘.lﬂ b Mo
_ontha mcidant 1mo1ﬁngxcmanacamrder.-muilmmm

returned to hin, he eonti:md o lesd it for mr&l mks. In the mgmtﬁm,

.L-'tha battalion n’urfarad the 1-::«59 of 1. Bat‘balion Miﬂ um m

‘ Mtalim hmtiwa ki.uad. K Snum emnﬁar m pm tu Nw e
ana asaigned ss Battalion wm; m, ho delayed. e mporﬁhg ﬁa o
B thn Battnliﬁn w Poat .fm.' awaral hnnra .‘m o:ader 40 p‘:@ﬂ?&y arim
| 'his meom Ihile W& 1n aaaia‘bing lﬂ,s uwuﬁ‘} E@ m HJI&W

oneny action, He did nok 11va Yeng emotgh %o’ nm b mmm{ '; wtive,
oxespt in nams, m nattman Cemmsnder, i:u- m he: nm to nmau

' Mtin , wasg tho one mntianad in thiu mgmph. {m mmtwoet

others.)




. #romt, The'men on 4he flanks wre % fire A m.ﬁ;'ﬁ,ﬁ

: gp;h m;. mmas Iculd a‘lﬁtack Ii‘bh ‘Ewn plu'k-m mam. w

o _ uphimﬁ the hat.talifm's plqn of attmk.

The wmm 82, mmm 82 = amaum q-a, gme o mw‘-‘“’
M the Bettalion Oommanders farce. Yo et s

" The Bwttalion’ mmm e Gommand group vae o amwx ar@;«
Wan anﬂ an Aﬂillery rorlanl Gbm. {73) o ,

Gomplettng his arder, the Battelica cmw &mm et el o
: iﬁiﬁdmls ﬂa&.ﬁ.ver mrehing f:t.m whan apmehiu&m peaiﬂana :!n -
e aeud’.ﬁg'&*thek uls ﬂre was 46/ ‘be ‘adroated ot ‘the hﬁim to. w.m
e mu of st«huk. Speed of movement should ¥e ummﬁ s,ﬁ e:mmg an

cmrs should keep well £ ward bohtnd thm ﬁaa pletms. ST
| At 1929° ima, the Bettaldon amnaer, mh 1 ma & amm S

- 1&& !‘w«m Wimly du:lgnated lina of. dopartm‘a m m‘

 Gompaxy Comuarder that kis Compaxy wum am m the :mt ‘gome’ ns the'fl-.-?f
| MW Thelﬂtﬂankafnﬁmusatogmi@mm:-m

. ~ -'&# the bam mmn the st end 34 m&zm m: s sh'osm

S:n order to. minta.‘ut direetlon of am aﬂﬁ 3o m m g,
of °W momt:le 1upm,?moﬁ ni.ght mmm m ‘N 1#: “‘ e E )
| :ﬁmmum j_--‘-_ A T et D

. A:hl'?&ﬁ hmrﬂ,Em:li.senpaniagmmtthlmufd.:_;.;_.

11 was quiet. when they ervived. (T4) ' - |

e B s

The Bettalien mm, sceompanied by liis .Badiu epmtar, uma u,

_ pﬂ:iﬁmwham ha could, ahaem the ommﬂ% m:@thth
mm ﬁm&or"s tm'm !@B t@ renakwm 'ha sigualoed T
, ;MGfih&&ﬁhek. mmmmatwmw,mmm

S rﬁm o the farce o : e s et st M&m M s
'(73); (‘?4), (75) Parmml mm _ o

a iw L . . T -




During the first %0 yards coly sparaa:m fire m . |
the enewmy autpoa'bs. The Eattalian Exacutive took posiﬁmkh the in:bml

' petween eo@aniee and o3 & line with § 4 and L Ceompany G

maasary in order to naintuin contact, By positioning m forthe’
1o the rear additional hedgeirows would have obscured visual e'haervm

ﬁ'»’

- of the attacking elemeuts, L
After nd‘rming 300 yards it beceme apparent that the Battaliom. m; -
tive had decided properly ‘.'m kemping well fmud. E Gmpam ‘began to '
ahift 4o its right. c;uickly the order was given w B cm o ning "
back and maintain dirsction along thke road, |
. a4B Company ree.djuatad its line of advense, ‘the advance pla‘boann
crossed the hsﬁgerw and came waéar hea'visr snall. arus fi'l.'a. The Bi'ksak

| faltered and men bogan to hit the grows. _ S
The Bettalien Breeutive callsd to E Compeny Comnander aaf
wasg wrong.‘ E Gompany meﬂar anmred that a larsa stom barz i
npeﬁ field ahsadfns an-m _at-ra_ng point amd fire wea m ;Erml
(76) ' | o .-
The weoden part!.on of the bern 1n question #hs mag

g fire sterted in-1t some 'l‘.im earlier in 'Ehadsnt Tﬁl : o

used by the mm fo:r atoring gmall arms and 83!!
suspactad small arms fire waa, in fa.ct, orly smll arms ¢
 ploding from the heat of the fire,  (77) _ L
B Company was: ordered to got wp and puah on aerosa the field. As the
afbo.rbed formard, tha a:x'.;iro 'building was rooked by & violm mm B

"I’ha Battalion ham‘hiw a.nd the right platoon of B cm h'!.t the wﬂ o

The air was ﬂlladwithflying mkwduhiohmainffaﬁ nqmre .
‘A rifiemsn, lying some & or 9 feat from the Ba'!'.talion mm, was
‘gtruck ecrcss the thﬂldarg by one of these 1argp rocks at}d unﬂaubtably

. ¥illed mtm.:.;—. (78) P
Aga!.n the attnek was or&ered :E‘mrd !‘m mﬁgaruls had been :
orossel and the emeny five had beem light, Passage Phrough the hedgerows

() Peracnsl knuuladge; ('m, {78} Perscmml shoervabion,
A ]
?v‘

: i




was beling eﬂec‘i:od through hdl_ea opensd in the previous attacks. le the
distance f£irimg could be heard in the area of the right attacking foree.
lftor_the fo/urﬁh hedgerow had been clsared, the grannd dropped to
a wall tfawlgd nerpew cunken road. On the far side of iha.road, in B
Company's area, was a rather large woods. To the right of this tt_wré vas
an open fleld which was bounded on the f&ramafd and rear side by the
usual hedgerow, On the rigat of this fleld was ancther -wboda of abouk
equal size to that in front of B Compeny¥., This wésds on the right was
directly in the line of advance for L Cogpaxny.

Quickly grasping the gituation, from his position between the com-
panies, the Battalion Executive cslled to E and L Company Commanders and
" orderved them to push straight through the woods to their front. The open
‘ ﬂeﬂﬁ “1ying between the woode was too perfect a target for enemy mortar
ard artillsry fire, shomld they try to cross it, |

is the Battalion Executive reached the road he changed his course to
avold the open field and started to the left to pass through the woods with
E Company., As he was approi;éh:lng the woods: he heard hesvy enemy small |
sred fire open up on the two plat_oong of E Company, whick wore well in
the woods. (79) | | ‘

' Glimbing up on the bank by the rosd, %0 a position where ke could
observe through the hedgsrows, the Exeoutive noted men of E Compsry rush-
ing from the woods to the open field. The Battelion Executive ran down
the Toad sbout 25 yards and through a gate imto the fleld and yelled and
waved to the panicky men, ordering them back into the woods. By this
tiﬁe, some of ‘the men were already emtering L Company's éaator. Hhile
this waz taklng place, the feared em mortar and artillery fire came down
on the open field, causing sti1} more fright and disorder. Hen began to
rush blindly in ell directions. “

The exodus of men from the woods ceased as quickly as 1t began.

Among those seriously injured by the ememy fire wes the Batteliom
Exscutive, Ho was assisted aut of the field by & rifleoman, from thé '

(79) Porsonal knowledge and obeervation.
: 28
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support platoon of L Company, to a poéitiom def:i.'l.a.de along the sunken
road. Three otherlljounded mern made their way back tc the sams poition‘.

Shortly after reaching the road the Battalion Executive became
unconscions. (80)' _ o

In Drd_er b6 draw proper analysis of the actions of the 3d Battalionm,
it is necessary that this narrative be carried through briefly for a.ncrther
three or four days. o

The material contained from here on was secured, in the months
following, from various members of the _ﬁattalion and other Officers in

the Regimeni.
‘The attack of the force on the right ran inte heavy ‘opposition and

-it was unable to piserce the Aeﬁemy positicn.

The Battalion Commander, being unable to contact the Battalion
Executive by radie, made a persconsl check of.the attack on the left. He
found that ¥ and L Companies had cleared the woods and had pushed forward ...
a short distance before t.hejr were halted. By darkness the Battalion's
attack was halted. (81) | ’

on 12 Jume, little or no progress was made. However, on that day a
French civilian reported to Regimental Hea.dqwarters' that a number of.
wounded American Paratroopers wers located m a barn south east of
GOURBESVILIE. I.i&ptemnt Charles Ryder, Jr. led a patrol to bring thesge
iniured men back. '. | |

While on this errand of mercy, Lieutenant Bgder found an approach to
GOURBESVILIE open from the east. This intelligénce was rei:or'ted- to the
Regimental Commander. The 3d Battalion was then shifted eé.st of their
original line of advance and on 15 June GOURBESVILIE was captured. (82)

Shortly after the capture of GOURBESVILIE, Lieutenant Rﬁle_r
accompanied ﬁhe Regimental Commander 611 an inspection of the enemy positions
around GO}TRBESVILIE,‘ They found the enemy had prepared their strongest |
positions along z line rumning from GOURBESVILIE sqﬁthwest through IES

(80) Personsl knowledge and observation; (81) Personal statement, Major
T. T. Kilday; (82) Personal statement, Major Charles Ryder, Jr., Dec 48.
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LANDES toward A LANIE . (83) (See Msp 7)

The defenses were prepared in depth to include four hﬁdgerais. It
was the most elaborﬁfe and well prepered defensive position obaerved-byh.
either of the two officers, in t.ha_t part of NORMANDY. During this tour
they observed several hundred enemy'dead.

The Regiment suffered 703 casualties in the first four days of combat.,
(8L)

(83) Personal statement, Major Charles Eyder, Jr. Dec 48; (84) B, p. 26.
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1

In :g review of this cperétién it is very noticeable that the Battalion
was confronted with an operation for which :|.t had little training. The
failure of higher Cdmmanders to properly :Lnfarm éubordimte mnites of un~
usual terrain to be encountered was a serious planning error. The lack

of information and failure to properly appreciate the ‘temin over which
the_-Baftalidn was to attack was the most sericus c_l_nfg_aﬁ in the Imfasipn
training and planning. |

“The task a.ssignéd the Battalion was very difficult. The area was of

vital importance to the enemy. The uﬁique terrain was ideally adapted to

) the defense.

For nearly a month detailed plans and studies had been made for an
operation over entirely different terrain and against a different type
eneny defense, _

'When the Battalion was suddenly asaigned its new mission the maps
which had been issued in plentiful supply were of no _value. Maps that

covered the new area were scarce and not of uniform scale or detail, This

‘resulted in confusion to artillery observors and unit commanders. Loss

- of direction slsc resulted i‘roﬁ use of different type maps.

Had reconnaissance been pushed aggresaively the weakness of .enemy

position west 6.{' GOURBESVILIE would have been discovered sooner and the

- attack wouldhave-moved ahead with fewer casualties and on schedule, In

the ahselicé- of proper reconnaissance and information the attack was direct- |

ed at the center of a heavily defended position.

Persopal courage of the officers reflected great eredit to the @ita.
However fajlure to show proper initia.tiie, t¢ a new and difficult gituation
iz a failure of -man.y officers in their initial combat experience. It is
under such circumst’ance when individual initiative is of the greatest
need. | |

- e dAggressive action to halt struggling and rear ward movement of
combat troops was teken by the Battalion. This must be watched by all
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pla'booﬁ and company offiecers and noncommissioned officérs.

There was ne infantry tank team operation during this period. No
tanks were operated in the 3d Battalion area. The lessons learned in use
of infantry tank teams in the hedgerows are not applicable in this mono-
graph.

There was not enongh confidence placed in the effect of artillery fire.
The statement of Major Ryder slhows f-he effectiveness of thilg fire. Where
preparatory fires were nsed the slowness of the infantry attacks mulli-
i‘iéd, to a great extent, the shpck act.io‘n‘of ar'l;:illery fires on a defender.
The fault lay with the infantry, not with the artillery.

Céammunication was not maint.ained., The loss of contact with L Company

was an example, The replacing of the 2d Battalion with the 1st Battalion

and lack of this knowledge on the part of the 3rd Battalion farther

brings out the fact that proper contact and communication was not maintained.
Alternate means of commnication should have been provided to coordinate.

the attack of the twe forces on the evening of 11 June.

The lack of communication between the Battalion Exscutive and the
Battalion Coﬁn_nander, .during the time relief w-as being secured from Regi-
nieﬁt, is another example of failure to maintain contact.

Timely issuance of orders by higher comsanders must be made in order
for subordinates to properly prepare for the opsration. Thromghout the

period covered in this monograph no time was allowed for the Battalion

' Commander to make a reconnaissance or for Company commanders to issue,

other than fragmentary, orders to their platoon leaders. There was not
even sufficisnt time to make a proper map study; The exception to this
occurred on the afterﬁoon of 11 June. |
The failure of commanders to keep abreast of the s_ituation of sub—
ordﬁ_nate units by frequent visits themselves or by staff officers re-
sulted in faulty reports misleading them in the uss of reserve units.
“An.almost complete lack of reconnaissance -and intelligence of

the enemy dispogitions was a serious: fault on all level's;,
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The a.ctlnns of X Company : Gomander are noma.il_'l.y not to ‘be cm&nded,
however, in this part:.cular sit-uat.ion it is noted that it. did bring t-o the
attention. of hlgher cm:mand.ers the necessity for subordmataa ba:uzg affor- .
ded time in wh:l_ch 't.o ma.ke t.heir plans. . It is the actions of the mall .

units cam:anders and leaders that in the final analysis, deterninss t.he

success or failure . of the attack. The fazlt did not. rest un t.he Batislion °

Compmander, he was simply under preuu.re and was carmng cmt nrdsrm.

It is believed that t.he frontage assigned tha platoona was not suf-
ficiently wide and, that by bunching an mcreaaing rmmber ui‘ casualtiss
resulted. In terrain such as'the battal:.un was operatmg mr)&qmﬂs
should be assigned certain flelds to clea.r before moving to anﬂtm f.’mldk
Tndian. style tactlcs must bd enq:-loyed. Detailed maps should be avaﬂable."
Snceessiva phaae l:l_nes ahcmld be set. | |

| Ihere ground ebsemtmn cannot be secured the use of liaison air

eraft would have aided battalion and company commanderse IR _ 5
The fallure of thn Battalicr attack plan, fur 1800 hwrs & M' ‘

pravida for artillery five waa faulty Flanning he olmn‘i ¥ mpri kﬁﬂ

’lmm- jast This was the only attack in whieh the ini‘an‘tw' nttsak ceuld

have baen eoordinated with the artillery :t"lrea. The f‘ull force of the '

| attaek' wag lost, Wth nrtill:ary proparation the mwpesiﬂonwmu g

-

have been taken. SR - S T TR

| Gmer mthe !»gimntal a-z or 8-3 was an extibition o very poor ,mf : ‘j.

Bnttnl:.on on 11 June was the rasult of coﬁused orders.

-

'rha confusion att.ending the aasignmant of E and G Eupanias te the 3&

Tha withdmwala of the 31:'[ Battalior on the aftermoonm of 1@ June anﬂ 11
Jurs :rran front lins positions could have rsaultod in a most serious
situation. - strong, alert, aggreasive enemy eould ’hava strusk qnicklr s.nﬂ
ngardimd the nntira Garps' pcsitian. |

. The- nrdaring of the attaahnent of E Company o the 34 Blttalion an :u
June mnm kﬂcﬁoﬂge oi’ its whsraabmrhs on the part of tho 3d Bat-tnlian

work and comtrol. Ho tmwe was allowed to contact & Compazy had: $ts. whnraa&w‘hs

beonknm.' S
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“md foree pussihle. =

_;.z; xmmionsd ofﬁcers must be well :Lnfomed at all tms i

cannat be directl;r observed.

L In close tarraln the. mit-zative of m m&‘ al ¢

S aet-ien t.a Imstall any breach of combs.t discipimm SRR R

ﬁa S‘I:-ra.gg]_'l.ng must be stopped b:r the uff:mera mfnmﬂm

md. regiuen Rl ', ] cal rﬂﬂﬂpﬂnlﬁﬁ /mist be mde 'lm anhatantiata thasse

Creporiedlomes. T it

8. Meps are vften a3 mmrhant a8 amn:aition, aq:eeiﬂ:l,y in uleaa

t»erra:m wheru nsml ubservatmn is- limitad. Tha best aa’pa 4w1abls

_ should bs mmd.. H;aps ‘of a rm:.fem scalé shmﬂ.d b& iaauad to all sub—

L e

' ai'dmat.e um.ts.

9. Commnication must be milntained ab all ;ims"m;aspmmu
mm
in cloas tem:ln where visua.l ubsarvaﬁan ‘iﬂ‘ liwitedsu

_1@.; Alt.ammta means of commmmication mt be: row:




13. All individuals must be instructed that the care of the wounded

1s the duty of aid men, i\ -

N \ y
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