
• 
General Subjects Section 

ACAD~IC D.fil'ARTl4EHT 
TEE lNLJ\NTll.Y SCHOOL 

Fort Benning, Georgia 

ADV ~iCE'D INF .ANTRY OFFICERS COI.JliSE 

1948-1949 

Tlil!: TACTICAL TRAIN ING, EILPLOnllitf.r ..UiD CCNTliOL Oli' liACHINE 
GI.ti l:'LATOOliS, COlli'.llNY "H", 222D Dli'.ANTRY, (42.0 .DIVISION) 
Il\l T.!IE COl/1.BAT ZONE, 24 llilC~ 1944 - 31 MARCH 1945 

(ALSACE-ARDliUlES Al~'!) fillINJil.AND C.il!PAIGNS) 
(Personal Experiences of a Platoon Leader) 

Type of operation described: TEAWING OF l4ACHIN.& Glli PLATOONS 
IN Tlli, COOAT ZOl-lE 

1st Lieutenant .Dixon C. Rogers 
aDVAHCED IN~'AWTB.Y Q,;'J,'lCfillS CUSS NO I 



• 
Til.LE Oi' CON~TS 

PA(/:& 

llld&x. ............................................ 1 

Bi bliog1·aphy .•. • .........•....... ,. ........... , 2 

IntrodJ.ctio1l.................................. 3 

Mission 11:aQhine Guns .•.• ••• , ..• , . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 

&ployment in Attack.......................... 5 

Emplo.:;ruent in Defense ............... ,......... 6 

llliscella.neou.s .;:~mploJ111ent •• ••• .•• ,. . •• ••• • . • • . • 7 

Training .... ,................................. 7 

The 4i:::d Di vi Si on •••• , ••• . , , .••.......•.••. , •• , 8 

Stat ..i.s or' r1.1railiiIJ.g Compi.i,ny 11H"................ 9 

T.f..1.e l.iam"osheim Bridgene..i.d .................... ,.. 10 

Defense of J.chweie:;·11a..tseu...................... 21 

Dei'euse ol ,iL1gan ••.•••••••••••. ,., ••. ,,,..... 34 

1:rhe Atta.ck ou 11b.e Sieg:t',riad Line.............. 40 

Lessons ~e&rned••••••·•••···•····•••·••·•·•••• 48 

Ohart l-, 1/0&E ll!G Pla.toons, Heavy 'ile.,pons Compl!.Ily 1944, 
and relationship to the lnfautry Battalion 
(T/O&E 7-18, Feb. 1944). 

Cha.rt 2 - T/O&E .llG Platoon, Heavy Neapons Company 1948, 
and relationship to ti,e Infantry Battalion 
(T/O&E 7-lSN, Dao. 1947). 

li!&pA 
J.lap B 
J.ap C 
Map D 
lmp £ 
Mia.p E 
.r.:.a.p G 
Map H 
Map I 
Ji!ap J 

Disposition Seventh Army &Utl Taslc c'oroe Linden 
Seventl, army Estimatu of Enemy Capaoilities 
Disposition 79th Division 11.Ild Attached Troops 
Disposition 1st .i?latoon, Company "H" 
,t)l,au ior Defense o:t' Schwei§.i.1:t!.u.sen 
Sit.w.tion 251000 J==ry 1945, Schweighausen 
Disposition of 42d Division 
Disposition 1.lac.hine Gua Platoo~1s, Co. "H .. , 2~2d 
42d Division Plan for tttack on Siegfried Liue 

- 2d Bn, 222d L1f Plan or i.ttaak 

1 

Inf 



• • 
.BIBLIO@AJ;'HY 

R-1 Report of Operatious, Seventh Army, VolUllle II (TIS Library) 

R-2 42d Rainbow Infantry Division History, History of World War II 
(1'ersonal possession of .. .,thor) 

R-3 Operatiou Instructions aud held Orders, 42d Division 
(l'ossession Lt. Col. ~.R. Rusteberg) 

R-4 !.1ono5·rapb., Major R.T. Dixon, ,;dva.nced Infantry Officers Class 
No. I, 1947-1948, Subject; The o1,erations of t,ce 2d Battalion, 
232d Infantry (42d Infantry Division) in containing the German 
G<i.mbsb.eim Bridgehead, 4-6 Janilli.ry 1945 • 

.il-5 Jlii.onograpb., Capt. c.J:>.Woeli'er, Adva.1ced Illfantry Officers Class 
.110. 2, 1\.47-1946, Sllbject; The Operations of Comp&ny "K", 
222d l.llfa.ntry (42d Di visimi), while part of Task .Force Lind.en 
and attacned to 79th lnfa.ntry "Division, the Defa.,isa ot tne Mod.er 
l,i var 1ine, west or' Scb.weig1;atlsen, £ranee, 21-27 January 1945. 

R-6 l'lotes, maps, ami rersonal £nowlad.ge of ac1t1'1or. 

Ji-7 Llterview with Lt, :r.:.,; • .i.stroti1 (.i'ossession of a'~tnor) 

li.-6 lll 7-15 (Note: lio direct reference is made to tilis m&nU&l 
bec&llSe ti,e act""1.l concept of tJ1e ;JC1dersta.nd.ing ol' the principles 
as practiced. by Comp&ny "H" is i:1tended.. 

2 



• 
TE:; TAC'UCAL TRAilU,W, Br.il:'LOYMENT ;,1;D CON•~'l(OL O.o' MACHll{E 
Gili PLATOONS, CJMPAlH "H", 222:D IiUiLiThY, (42D DIVISION) 
W TH.; COMJlAT zmm, 24 ])J,;()c:&UJ,;fi. 1944 - 31 M,iliCH 1945 

(ALSACE-.1tfill.ilW.i,;8 .ui.ll "JiII/1::L<illD m;;r ... 1 GNS) 
(Persona.l Experiences of a Pla.toon Leader) 

WTRO.ll iJCTI Cl! 

This monograph covers the taotioa.l training, employment and con

trol of Ma.chine Gun Platoons, Company "H", 222d Infantry, 42d Division, 

in the combat zone dcu-ing the .U-dennes-Alsace and Rhineland Ca.mpa.igns 

from 24· December 1944 to 31 Ma.rah 1S45. 

)( 
Tactical training is teaching men to use weapons a.ud teamwork 

in the SQCOessful prosecQtion of a battlefield mission. 

The employment and control of a unit is the science of positioning 

that unit and condl.lctil.g its actions to the SQcoessful completion of 

a. mission; in short, tne tactics of the Qllit. 

Company "H" was the Heavy weapons Company of the 2d Batta.lion, 

222d Infantry. The 222d Infantry was a standard infantry regiment with 

three battalions, Ea.oh battalion was organized into three rifle com

panies, a. heavy weapons company, and bat ta.lion headquarters company. 

7or the details of organization of the infantry battalion see Cha.rt l, 

For a. comparison of the infantry battalion of world War II with the 

present day battalion see Chart 2, 

The org=ization of tne ma.chine gun platoons of Company "H" is 

shown in Chart 1. The pi·inoipal weapon of this _platoon was the Brown

ing 11&O.hine GQll Model 1917-A-l. This gun was a ,30 caliber, belt fed, 

water aooled, recoil operated ma.chine gu.n with a. cyclic rate of 550 

lUSSION WICHIJIB GllllS 
,,,....._,V' 

The mission of machine g;;ms was to deliver a. sustained volume of 

a.ocl.lr"te small arms fire in B<Ipport of the rifle units of the oa.ttalion. (1) 

(ll R-8 Note, llo direat reference is ma.de to this m&nQ&l because the 
actual concept of the understanding of the principles as practiced by 
Company "li" ie intended. 
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ln accomplishing this mission the machine gLlllS fired on enemy au.toma.tic • 

weapons, grou.ped personnel, and known or saspected locations of the 

enemy, .lilachine gLlllS were one of the mea.ni, available within the bat

talion to estaolish fire Silperiority. 

Besides a large vol"1'.lle of' fire, the machine gLlll had certain capa

bilities which distingilished it from the light ma.chine gun a.nd other 

ailtomatic weapons organic within the infantry battalion, Its heavy 

tripod made its firing moll.llt consista.nt with high a.cell.racy. The 

stable firing moll.llt made the problem of overhead firing in Silpport of 

friendly troops merely a safety problem that cow.d be solved by the 

application of oallistic formw.ae, It also gave the g= the capability 

of indirect fire from the protection of a mask that coll.ld be cleared, 

The water cooling system at,gmented these capabilities by redilcing the 

operating temperatll.re of the gll.ll, tb.ils redu.cing barrel wear a.nd 

erosion. (2) 

The greatest limitations of the gilll were its weight and the in

herent noise, characteristic of au.tomatic weapons, Other limitations 

were the flash and smoke of tl,e ammu.nition, One further limitation 

was tHat t,,e platoon was not capaJle of independent action, such as 

ta.king and holding· an objective. (3) 

To accompliall their mission of' close SQpport of the rifle elements 
~J~~~ .......... 

of' tL.e battalion; the maohine gms were employed in m&ss -- two or more 

g=s on tl1e same target firing along the fla111!:s, thro '4;11 gaps in the 

line, or over tne heaus of frieudly troops, The normal employment was 

bJ section or platoon. Tne section or platoon was placed in general 

sll.pport of the battalion, in direct Silpport of a rHle emit, or attached 

to a rifle company. (4) 

The considerations goverr,iug the method of employment of machine 

gems were t11e battalion oollllJla.nder' s plan, the battalion's mission, 

(2), {3), (4), R-8. See (1), P• 3, 
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the tactical sitllation, the terrain, and the statu.s of supply. The 

battalion commander made the basic decision on the employment of 

machine guns based u.pon the recommendations received from the heavy 

weapons company commander. (5) 

Altho..gh it has been pointed OLl.t the.t the machine gm platoon 

was not capa·blE! of independent action s11oh as ta.king and holding 

ground, it must be empi,asizad that each leader from the platoon leader 

to the sq.lad leader was responsiole for the security of the crews and 

their ,;®s being coordinated with oti;er frienc:Uy troops in the area. 

If no other troops were a.vailaole, it then bees.me the leader's respon

sibility to provide ti,e ,ieoessary sec,.rity :from the pla.toon. (6) 

The only organic comml.lllication equipnent within the ma.chine gun 

platoon was the platoon leader's two messengers and arm and hand sig

nals. Other means of communication were pooled in company headquarters 

and iss11ed to platoons on a need basis. The company normally issued 

the platoon leader a. sen 536, a.nd enough solllld power telephone equ.ip

ment to enable ilim to be in the company wire net, and to ha.ve a platoon 

fire coutrol net. (See Chart l)f"-,,,;.,;t 

31'.i'LOY!.IBtH Hi ATTACK 

In the atta.ck, ti1e platoon was either in general or direct su.p

port, or attached to a rifle company. The pla.toon leader ca.rried 011t 

his mission -oy using overhead fire, i'iring along the flanks of advan

cing rifle troops, or through gaps in t.ueir lines. He made the neces

sary ooordL1ation with the commanders concerned, and he made su.re tha.t 

adequa.te means of communication e.:<isted to enable him to lift a.nd shift 

fire when it was masked by friendly troops. He planned for the dis

placement of his platoon to the objective in order to su.pport the 

troops on"Yt in repellL,g a coanteratta.ck or in continLling the attack. (7) 

(5) ll-8: (6) ll-8, a.lthough not specifically stated, this was the 
practice and concept in Company "H"; ( 7) ll-6. 

5 



• • 
Ehi.PLOYI,Wl T IN D,,;.i'Etrn,; 

In the defense the machine guns were employed in sections a.long 

the main line of resistance. In the defense, unlike the attack, 

machine guns were normally employed in front line platoon areas in 

general support of the battalion. The battalion commander exercised 

very oarefJ.l sClpervision over the guns and t11eir positions. The 

machine guns were employed in sections in such a position on the 

ground that they could get the rria~imum amount of grazing fire as well 

as a sector of fire of at least ninety degrees from the final protec

tive line (line of ,;-razing fire roughly parallel to the front or main 

line of resistance)• ~'he platoon leader designated sqC1ad firir1g posi

tions and closely sJ.pervised the emplacement of' the guns as well as 

designating alternate and scipplementary positions for cise by the sqllB.ds. 

The platoon leader coordinated t,1e seo,.u-ity of t11e gems with the rifle 

unit le .. der in the vicinity. Ee plaoed the sections in a position so 

ti,at eacn final protective line ir1terlocked with another final protective 

line along the main line of' resistenoe. (8) 

Other sciitable missions for macnine guns in the defense were long 

range fires, either from tlle ocitpost line or' resistence or from sa.itable 

positions in rear of the main line of resistance; positions to fire in 

su.pport of a co,hlterattack, or to limit the enemy penetrations in the 

main line of' resistenoe, (9) 

In the defense the platoon leader oontrolbd the fire of his platoon 

partic.uarly to see ti:a.t only those guns in the area J.Uder attack :fired. 

The gui1s in those sectors not a.ctcially under attack fired only when 

they were attacked, He directed ti1e movemeut of the platoon to alternate 

or supplementary positions or into positions to limit penetrations or 

to sJ.pport a ooJ.Uterattack. (10) 

(8), (9), (10) R-8. 
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1!.ISGBLLA:TEO US ;,;;.[/.'LOYliill.i T 

Machiua guns were 1.tsed to s1.tpport raids and patrols in a manner 

similar to their employment in the attack. The cob.d1.tot of firing, 

and the coordination was ti,e same as for the attack except that nor

mally the machine guns 1.tsed did not displace from their original 

positions. (11] 

The teohlliq.i.e of relieving other machine guns in the line was 

the same as that of any other relief. One factor cannot be over

emphasized. 'rhe missio,1s, firing positions, and other details of the 

relieved emit were taken over completely, and nothing was changed un

til after the relieving platoon leader had assumed the responsibility 

for those missions and had coordinated the ch"-Ilges with everyone con

oeri!ed, (12) 

T ,i.AIU It! G 

Training O&il oe accomplished qJ.iokly and more aff'icie:1tly if it 

takes place in a location remote from the aotl.l&.l scene of hostilities. 

However, ti1e ;Jar Depa.rtmei1t sat forth doctrines for training both in 

the comoat zone and tne zone of the interior. 

Training within the zone of the interior was divided into the 

following phases; individual training, l.lllit tra.inLig, maneuvers or 

field exercises, post mane1.tver training, and preparation for overseas 

movement. '7nis training .i.sually lasted a minimc:im of one year for 

.mits, h.owevar tua thirteen week basic co.i.rse was l.lSl.l&.lly considered 

as s..u•ficient training for replacements. (13) 

Tile machine ,;un platoon followed the same general trend of atrain

i"l,, D.u-ing emit trainin,;, such s.i.ojects as crew drill, application 

of f'ire, fig.u-ing firing data, obsc,rvation of fire, and field firing 

were given particular attention, In the rest of the training, emphasis 

was give" to the sqc.ad, section, and platnon in the emplo~ment and 

(11), (12} ,,-8; (13) it-6 and notes .from a.n address by J.la.jor General 
Arnold, A~F, presented in April, 1948, to Advanced Classes and Faculty, 
TIS, iort Benning, Georgia. 
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coutrol of machine gun llllits in a.11 types of actions, and with all of 

the rifle units 01' the -Dattalion. Thu.11 at the end of unit training, 

the riflemen and machine gwmers were familiar with each other. They 

wori<ed as a. team, and each knew what cou.ld be expected of the other 

in any type of combat situation. (14) 

3ecause the united States and her Allies were short of snipping 

spa.ce, and because, as lines of oommclllicatlon became longer units were 

needed for security du.ty, the theaters in oonj;mation with the War 

Dep;,.rtment developed a doctrine for training troops in the overseas 

theaters. The LUlits to be e1sed in this training were to have completed 

their ill.di vid1.1a.l training, some .mit training (nor=lly squ.ad training), 

and individl.19.ls were to be fCU q.;.a.lified. 

This training doctrine envisaged the traini,:;g of the unit uiider an 

Army's sc,.pervision in the followhig phases; intensified mit training, 

line of COl!lfilclllication du.ties, and battle indoctrination iu a q.iiet 

sector of the line either under the c~,ntrol of a combat ex~erienced 

division or u .. ader the control of a separate corps. (15) The unit 

training wou.ld follow in general the llllit training program that was in 

effect in the Uuited States. The lL1e of oomm.mioation du.ties involved 

security of rear areas, and gave the troops experience in moving 

qc,.ickly, in defense against airborne attack, and in preparation of 

strategic defense positions. Fiua.lly the -oa.ttla indoctrination gave 

the troops exverience in tl,e line, with a limi tad amount of attack 

experience being gained rrom raids of from squ.a.d to company size. 

Although this prograUt was primarily designed for in.t'a.ntry i.Ulits, it 

coctld ue applied to all types of units used within a theater. (16) 

THl> 42D DIVISION 

The 42d Di-vision was reactivated &t ca.dre strength, and on 4 

August 1\/43 !iad received its fu.11 complement of officers and men, 

(14) a-6; (15) R-1, p.495; (16) Assll!llption oasad on R-1, p. 495. 
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The individual training period was started on that day; and was suo

cessfi.ll.ly completed by the first week in Jan..ary 1944. At that time 

the unit training program was started, but continual requests for re

inforcements, pe.rtici.ll.arly infantry reinforcements, drained tne Division 

of officers and men. By September ~ the Division had sent out over 

15,000 officers and men as reinforcements. In ~Y 1944 the Division 

was given the mission of completing its training program within 26 

weeks, ·out on 14 October 1944 the Division was given three weeks to 

have its infantrl regiments in complete readiness for overseas ship

ment, (17) 

~TATJS Oo' Tfu;Uill!G CO!.!PANY "H" 

The status of training in Company "H" was critical. Although all 

persons were POii! qualified, and had completed their individual training, 

Company "H" ,iad participated in only a regimental and a battalion field 

problem. However, during the POM qualification stage, additional crew 

training and ±'ield firing ha.d beell given, It must be emphasized that 

t,.ese two parts of ,mi t training were by no means complete, but because 

the personnel in general were cadre from activation, ~rmy Specialized 

1'rai,1ing Program veterans, or transfers from the other arms a.nd services, 

they luo.d ta..:en maxim'-'lll advantage of the minimum training, (18) 

Company "H" sailed for the European Theater on 25 Hovemoer 1944. 

During tr,e unit's trip overseas a.nd during the whirlwind staging pro

cess in lllarseiHes, nothir.g was said to the unit abo\l.t its mission in 

the theater, i!Tom the lack of definite information it was deduced that 

the Ullit woll.ld be given training in an army area and thau used as occu

pation (line of communication) troops until the rema.inder of the Divi

sion arrived. (19) 

( 17) ll-2, p. 3; ( 18) , ( l S) R-6 
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fr,,~pos e. 

The P'-'rpose of this monograph is to study the tactical training of 

Compauy "H" in the combat zone. T.tiree examples of the training in a 

quiet sector will oe discussed, and the fourth example will show the 

results of this training. i?P, 

When it arrived oversetts, Company "H" became a part of Task Force 

Linden, This unit was cOlllposed oi' the 222d, 232d, and 242d Infantry 

regiments of' tne 42d Division, a small provisio,,al headqllli.rters, and 

miscell&neo~s service ,mi ts. On 24 December 1944, Task l!'orce Linden 

was ordered ·oy Seventh Army to relieve the 36th Division. The sit'1!!.tiOn 

and dispositions oi' Seventh Army and Task ~•orce Linden at the comple

tion of the relief are sl,ow11 on Map A, (20) 

Seventh 1,rmy was on a defensive mission, and on 29 Decemoer the 

Army G-2 estimated the e,1emy capaoilities as shown on Map B. The Army 

plan to comter these oapabilities is shown on the same map as Phases 

I, II, alld III, .Phase I line was to oe occupied by 2400, 31 Deoamber, 

1944, and the other lines in order. (21) On 2 January 1945, Task Force 

Linden was attached to t!ce 79th Division. (22) 

GEc·; .u;lAL SIT UaTI m , \iA:IBJ.;JGI1! BltIDGEHEAD 

The 79th Division ordered several changes in dispositions of Task 

b'orce Linden. The sitllli.tion of 5 Jan'1ll.ry on the 79th Division Zone is 

shown on Map c. (23) 

When tlle 2;.;2d Infantry moved to the sector shown on Map C , on 3 

January, it was ordered to leave the 2d Jattalion in the city oi' 

Strasbourg until relieved by the E'renoh. This relief was to be com

pleted at 0600, 5 January. At ti1is time the battalion was to close 

or. tne re;;imental area in the vicinity of Sou.lt.z sous l!'orets. 

Tne 2d '.lattalion, 222d. Infantry, less Com,oany "G" which was the 
','1 ) 

regimental resorve, was defending a section of the city'tacing the 

liliine Hiver that is known as the "Island". The battalion was in a 

p,2rimetar defense with only the first platoon, Company "H" and one 

{20) H-2, p. 14; (~l) H-1, p. 498-499, 580-584; (2Z) il-1, p.592; 
(;.;3) H-1, P• 592-595, 
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platoon of COl!lpa.ny "F" actually occupying positions facing the Germane 

across the ilhine hiver. (24) 

The battalion commander issued his orders to the companies about 

1200, 6 January, Company "E" was to assemble a.ad move out immediately, 

while Company •~'", the 2d platoon, mortar platoon and foot elements of 

the first platoon of Company "H" were to assemble at the Battalion Coa

mand Post on battalion order as soon as the ~'renoh Advance party ar-
,/'o H, 

rived, The dirst Platoon; less foot elements, was to remain on position 

until actually relieved by the 7renoh, It was then to proceed indepen

dently along the ro12te indicated for the other elements of the bt.ttalion 

to La ',lantzena12. b'rom that point on, the first platoon leader was free 

to pick his own route. 

The mission given the platoon loader was to meet the French at the 

3a.ttalion Command Post, cond,rnt tnem on their reconnaissance, furnish 

gaides if necessary for the relieving elements, and show them the areas 

tne battalion had considered necessary to defend. His men were to be 

relieved,only after the French had physically placed men and acitomatio 

weapons on position. If the relief was not completed by 2400, 6 Jan

cia.ry, the platoon leader was to report this fact to an American rep

reseutative who wou.ld oe at the ~'ranch CP. Secondly, the roC1te from 

La WautzenaC! might be unsafe beoaC1se of a report that heavy enemy 

patrol action was ta..cing place in that area, T'no platoon leader was 

not to become involved in any action that would prevent him from closing 

in t.t,e regimental area with the greatest possible speed, Company "H" 

would leave him a guide in La Wantzenaa at a .Jatta.lion Command Post of 

the 232 Infantry that was reportedly there. In case 01' unforseen de

velo_pments tne platoon leader was to back track to Strasbo:.irg and 

report to tr,e Advance 01' of 'ra.sk Force Linden which was in Ha.guenaa, (25) 

(24) R-6; (26) R-6, 
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The platoon leader ret.u-ned to his platoon, assembled his leaders, 

and organized the men who were to remain with him, The reme.inder of 

the platoon was ordered to assemble with the company at the company 

CP, The platoon sergeant was des~gna.ted as the commander of tnis group, 

and he was told to request the company commander to leave either the 

instrument corporal or messenger at La Wantzenau, The twenty men who 

were to go witn the platoon leader were tlle squad leader, gunner, as

sistant giL,ner, and driver from each squad, In the platoon headquarters 

vehicle were to be the transportation corporal, the section leader of 

the first section, and t,,e driver, (26) 

The organization accomplished, the platoon leader dispatched the 

me,1 who were to lee.ve ,to the ccmpany command post. He then tcirned the 

platoon over to the section leader of the first section a~d reported 

to tne Battalion Command Post to await the aenoh Advance Party, He 

was able to learn nothiIJ€ more of the situation arolllld La ~antzenall. 

prior to tne departcire of ti1e battalion, The J,'ranch arrived aooll.t 

1400, and the oattaliou left soon t.hereafter, The relief was accom-

plished oy dark, and the first platoon moved out for La Wantze:aa.ll. at 

, ·•t/,.a.sJo.~H 
, ,;/,/ 

lllf;HT 5-6 JANUA.i1Y 

At abo.i.t lS00 tne platoon was in the o:.tskirts of La ·,vantzenai., 

T11ere were several trucks parked along the side of t.tie road, and the 

platoon leader moved his five t-tons aro.md them to continue into town, 

As .tie came to the head of the column he heard someone snout his na.me, 

ail.d when :ae want back to find oLtt what was up he ran into the company 

commander who ordered him to fJ.i.11 into a. cocirtyard off the road and 

pu.t 1,is men into the house there, Then he was to report for instructions. 

As he was accomplishing this task, he heard someone u1i the street say, 

ttSecond Platoon is attached to tox Com1,any, Follow this road about 

(26), (27), R-6, 
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1000 yards and yoll will find them". 

the 2d jattalion Exect1tive Officer. 

• 
The voice he heard was that of 

(28) 

·,i'hen he reported for orders, the first platoon leader was oriented 

by his battalion colllll'.lfill.der. "T'ne enemy holds Gambsheim, Kilstett, and 

a.n clndetermined area oetween these two towns a.nd ·.'/eyersheim and lloerdt. 

His patrols are active all arocmd l.lS, Company "E" has been attached to 

ot11er lllli ts of the 232 and 242 Lafantry someplace along the Gambsheim

i\'eyersheim hoad. Company·'~'" is attaclled to other companies of the 232 

and is in the vicinity of i,ilstett along the main road you ju.st came 

in on. The second platoon of Company "H" ls attacned to them. The;y 

w1ll attack sometime in the morning, I am trying to get permission to 

attach yoll to Easy Company". (29) 

!;\~< At tr.at time another ot'ficer 

fr~ mander of Task ]'orce A came up to 

who later tu.rned out to be the com-

them and said, "You are the platoon 

leader who was in Strasbou.rg? Good, I want you. to patrol the rear area 

from the railroad to the creek, contact all ~'Fl and Gendarmes and 

arrange to have tnam patrol all bacK roads, cheak and seou.re all isol

ated bu.ildings with lFI and have t11am seaure a.iy railroad brip.ges in 

the area. Also find the King Company Commander, Utarr Jones. \Ve have 

had no word from him or King Company since 1600. The first patrol will 

proceed ou foot and cheak all bridges in the area and as you find 

oridges that will allow yoi to, sena. ou.t other patrols by motor. Keep 

up t,.e patrolling all night. I think your battalion commander oriented 

yo;i on as much as we ;mow". ( 30) 

Tr.e patrol roites, positions of troops, and order of battle, both 

enemy and friet1dly at 1900 are shown on Tu>.p D. However, that information 

was not available to the patrol leader at that time, and some of the in

formation on the enemy forces, the organization and composition of 

friendly forces was learned some months later. (31) 

(28), (2~), {30), .d-6; (31) .d-2, P• 18; R-4, p.12; i::-6. 
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The platoon leader retc,rned 1;0 the platoon and gave them the order 

after a short map orientation. In order to have the greatest n'1raber of 

rifles and caroines in the first patrol, the eight a.mrno.nition ·uearers 

of t!le first section, the platoon sergeant, and the section leader of 

the second section were chosen to accompany the platoon leader, J!Wo 

v 
men were designated as scoats, and ea.on other man was given a mission 

of fla.lk or rear secc,rity and observation, The patrol moved oat in 

a sq=d colamn with the three loaders movill€ in the center of the col

=• in order, platoon leader, second section leader, and platoon 

sergeant. 

The patrol r.iad traversed aoocit half of its roate when it met 

two iFI alld a Gendarme at A, (32) 'foe;,, ·,vere on their way to report 

to tr,e Task ,·oroe A oo=nder that tlley had accomplished their mission 

as given to tne first platoon leader. They had mat no other American 

Patrols, and no enemy soldi0rs. The patrol contini.led on its roate and 

a.t ]! met a. patrol of Company "L", 232d Infantry which was patroling 

tne area between the first platoon's route and the Rhine. They !llso ha.d 

contacted no otl,er troops, had ,10 iuformation on Company "K" and had met 

no enemy. The remainder of the roate was covered without incident. 

T11is patrol terminated, and tne platoon sergeeuit and the second section 

leader organized the seco;id patrol from the second section. In view 

of the nega.tive resalts of the first patrol it was decided to ser;d this 

one on foot to cover the same area.. (33) 

The time was now 2330. Tne first platoon leader reported to the 

'fas.tt ~•orce a Commander and was told to contin.ie the patrols, that he 

was aot to lead all;;/ of the others, bat to make a reconnaissance of the 

town and its approacl1es. He was not to move north of the last east

west street in towri. lie was also to u.se only one ¼-ton truck mounting 

a. machine gun on th0 patrols unless.che second patrol enco=tered the enemy, 

(32) ,'FI _ irenci1 ,forces of t:c,e Interior, a semi-military .?reuch Militia 
Organization; Gendarme - ireucr, policeman. (33), R-6. 
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He was to be prepared to recommend positions at 0400 to protect all 

approaches to the tow.u from the North, T'ne third patrol and all others 

were to be motorized and only one vehicle was to be used, (34) 

The platoon leader relayed this information to the platoon ser

geant a.nd section leaders. ~e--f)<lrS-Ons took over the job of rwming 

the patrols, The platoon leader and his messenger proceeded on recon

naissance, covering the town from tne railroad crossing in the north

west corner of town to tne east on the last street. Ailout half way 

across tr.a tow.u, he mot elements of Cannon Company, 232d Infantry, bat 

he could not contact any of the officers of the company. i'rom the guards 

in the Cannon Company area i,e learned that the ground in the northern 

edge of town exten.ding to 1(ilstett was very flat at1d devoid of cover, 

In the aa.ste1·n sector of the town he ran into members of "L" Company 

who confirmed tnis fact, He then ret'1I'r1ed to his C.P where the company 

comm..uder told him that ne was to report to t11e Commanding Officer of 

t.r,e 232d Infantry at 05JO. A hasty check revealed that except for the 

fo..u- men on the motorized patrol, tne platoon was getting some sleep a.nd 

all woLtld be available for dLtty soon after 0500. {35) 

~he reconnaissance had revealed that the town coLtld be covered 

from positions along the railroad ercoallkment to the northwest, north, 

and northeast. From positions on the other side of the town, the eastern 

section coLtld be covered, As a resLtlt he planned to use a section to 

block the railroad and road in the northwest, and a section in the north

east tip of town could extend this protection. All men would be reqaired 

to sec..u-e the glll1 positions and _patrol tt,e areas -oetween since it was 

not ,s:nown how rnany rirlemen, if any, were in the area, That plan seemed 

satisfactory if dayli;;;ht confirmed the gromd and map reconnaissance, {36) 

6 J A;l Jac,Y 

At 0500i, · G January the platoon lead.er reported. to tne Regimental 

Commander, 832d Infantry. At t.ua.t time he was oro-2ght up to date on 

(34), (35], (36), .i-6. 
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the Sittmtion and told that ~•ask ,·orce A was to attack at 0600 from 

prese,1t positions to saize Ga.mbsheim. Tho first platoon, "H" Compa.ey 

wa.s to be t,,,J nacleu.s of a reserve h9 hoped to collect, and it was to 

protect the northern ed;;;e of town from an;i enemy that slipped ollt of 

GaalPsheim ilnder the presGilre o:r the attacx:. Since ~ask ~'orce 3 was 

attao,;:ing tl1en, it was expected that some onemy woc;_ld try to drift 

soclthwest. Enemy armor was active. The defense would be coordinated 

witn Carmon COJ'.llpa.ny. The tentative plan 01· the platoon leader .that 

nad beea relayed to him from Task . .-oroe A was approved. Positions were 

to be reported after they had been Gonfirmed by daylight reconnaiSsa.nce. (37) 

The l)latoon leader assembled the platoon and explained the tenta-

tive plan. Then he ordered the first section to oocllpy those positions 

in the northwest edge of tow:u near the crossing of the railroad and main 

road with a. mission of covering from the west to t,,e northeast, The 

second seotio:u was to occllpy the buildings in the northeast seotion of 

town covering a. sector from the east to the nortl1west. At da.ylight ea.oh 

section leader was to coordinate with the troops in the area., particularly 

any of the Cannon Company gun sections, and they were to fllraish their 

own sec ilrity so that tney wo old have a strong point protected by the 

rifles organic in the section, 

l Daylight confirmed the areas 

,i' and g..m positions ..mtil tney ware 

with a few cha.ugas in section position 

disposed in the areas as shown, By 

this time Cannon COJ'.llpany•s Comma"der had been contacted, and the .50 

caliber machine gcllls lle had proteotiug his position were tied in with 

tne Company "H" strollf;point s. The platoo,1 leaders CP was as shown. 

Map D. (38] 

\h1en the platoon leader reported to the 232d Commander, his posi

tions were approved, and he was directed to ®Va the road block in the 

first section a.rea stop all vehicles, dismount all individ.lll.ls, and 

( 37 ) , l 38) , H-6 
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mue tnam identify themselves. 'lrhen this information was relayed to the 

platoons, the platoon leader was to reconnoiter the area from the first 

canal west of town along the Heerdt road east to tJ1e end ot' the rail-

road spur, In this area he was to pick positions to meet any attack 

that might coma along from the northeast, and be prepared to move his 

platoon to any tLre11.tened area. If and when the time came he W0'4ld also 

have ava.ila.ble for nis defense any stragglers 11.tld nonessential CP per

sonnel. However that n.infoer would pro~oably be no more t1,an twenty to 

thirty men, and no anti-tank weapons other tnan 2,36 inch rocJcet lailllchers 

would be available. iinally, the platoon was to be prepared to move to 

the vicinity of 1/eyersheim on order ror the same mission as it had at 

La Wa,1tzenaci, bcit reconuaissance west of the first canal and in tile 

vicbity of i/eyerMeim was prohibited. (39) 

The platoon leader as;ced to have a wire line strung to his 

Cl', and the 1{egimental Coroma.1der agreed to have tJ1is done by Cannon 

Company. .cdter informing tho aiagim,;iltal Commander of his proposed 

ro.ite of reconnaissance, the piatoon leader left for his CP, 

~~ At t11e platoon GP ti1e platoon leader Liformed his subordinates 

y / of tne orders, and set o'4t on foot with his messe!J€er on reoonnais-

):' ~ii? ::::.=:,:::::::::,::: ::::::' ,::~ ':'.' .:@ ': ::~:·':. 

Sy, ~~ platoon leader was informed that the attaci<:s of that day J.,.d failed, 

'f • and tli&t defensive positions o:f tho night ·oefore were being occ cipied 

until the Frenah ao.ild relieve &11 units S0'4th of Kilstett. (40) 

At a.usk [1730) tl1e platoon loader received &n order to proceed 

to Weyersheim, and by 1745 he had the platoon assembled and on its 

way, All members of the platoon were moving on organic transportation. 

as they approached the bridge over the first canal on the Heerdt road 

the platoon leader was overtaken -by a messenger and informed that he 

(39), (40), H-6, 
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was to occupy positions that he had previoasly reconnoitered between the 

canal and the Kilstett road to protect the 

\ 
withdrawl of Easy and Fox 

'? 
Companies of tJ1e 222d Infantry. 1 They were expected to close in his area/ 

by 2400. The positions were occupied, and at 0130 both companies had 

passed through his lines and assembled in billets within La Wantzenau. 

At 020;) he wa.s ordered to withdraw his platoon to the area occupied 

d..iring tne night of 5-6 January. (41) 

The morning of 7 January the 2d Battalion, 2:02d Ini'antry assembled, 

and they moved Oll.t on Army transportation for Soultz aboll.t 1300. (42) 

C.dITH.!J.:J;. GA.1l.BSHEIJ4 

Dll.ring the time that passed while the first platoon wa.s waiting for 

the order to move out, some time wa.s spent questioning officers and men 

of the second platoon, .:::asy, and i,•ox Companies. It was from these people 

tnat several things were learned that was hoped could be put into effect. 

~•rom the second platoon, we learned that they had joined up with 

~'ox Company dlll'ing the night of 5-6 January about halfway up the road to 

Kilstett. The platoon leader was told to join the weapons platoon of 

the company, He was told nothi:ug of tr,e first attack until he heard 

about it from the weapons platoon leader a.t 0545, 6 January. \\Then he re

ported to the Company "ii" Commander, the second platoon leader learned 

that ha was to stay with the weapons platoon leader for the attack sinoe 

he could make no reconnaissance. ;•or "•'" Company, this attack never got 

off because otner elements of Task Force A were stopped just across the 

line of depart(U"e by intense a.•tillery and small arms fire, The lead 

elements withdrew, and an·other attack was scheduled for 1200, At this 

time "F" Company was to be one of the load companies. Again the second 

platoon was not given a mission, but this tir:ie the seco,id platoon leader 

had plans to support the attack. Again he was turned down on the groWlds 

t.tiat his nelp would not be needed. ',7hen he tried to show the "F'' Company 

Commander that it would be safe to fire overhead from .ilia position to 

(41), (42), R-6• 
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Gambsheim, he was told that under '10 circumstances was he to fire. The 

second attack also failed, and it was the opinion of the seco!ld platoon 

./ leader that he might na.ve helped it succeed, or that at least forty 

} ~; casualties suffered by "i" Company might have been lessened if they had 

r ~\ . had the cover offered by the fire of his platoon. (43) 

·, / f Toe Easy Corn_oany Commander had a differeAt story. He said that 

• :,, 
'() / while ne could have Wied machine guns to advantage, he did not think 

-~ 

J'.~/ 
\\')\J 

that they would pave enabled him to stay in Gambsheim longer, However, 

their s:.ipport would have lessened the casualties, and made it easier to 

break oontaot when that had to be done, (44) 

Ar/ALYSIS AND C~'llTICIS.ii, GAJ.IBSH!:::IM 

In this engagement, the first platoon had been given several mis-

holding the "_!sland" in Strasbourg with twenty men until re-

by the aenoh, malting a.n independent motor march dt.tring black

out, rear area security and patrols, organizing and defending a sector 

of .2a.Q,O yards with no sc.pport ex.aept troops who would fight if and when 

an attac~ was eDJDinent. Proteoting a night withdrawal 

~no oontaot was available to the platoon, 

of troops with 

Throughollt the aocomplishmant of these missions, the platoon 

l ~"!~•~}leader/ had 1i ttle or no information of friendly or enemy troops in 

U, area, Comm®ication with any friendly ,mit was with messenger until 

the 

abol!t noon on 6 Janc.ary. Much of tne information secc.red was by actual 

reconnaissance of the frieuo.ly area, 

D:.iring the whole engagement period the platoon had to work with 
\ .J;,,!,i,,; sl~ • 
strange units, even though tney were from the same parent division. It 

was not =til after the whole engagement was over, and men in the other 

compa:.~ies coatacted that they realized that therh~ing~s a gigan

tic makeshift affair that lacked all ex.aept oasic coordination. 

(43), (44), h-6 and h-7. 
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All of the missions assigned to the platoon indicated that they 

were being required to perform missions that normally would require a 

reinforced rifle company. The ooncensu.s of opinion among the men and 

officers was tru-t the job would not have been qJ.ite so difficult had 

they had four or !'ive additional machine gms to stre:i.gthen their posi-

tion. In particular whan it was realized that duriag the night of 

5-6 Jan11&ry that the first machine gun platoon would have gone into 

action minus the key members of the sqaa.d on patrol. and with only three 

g.ms it was dedJ.cfed that in the future at lea.st six ma.chine guns of' 

various types shocud be available to the platoon. The reports of enemy 

light reoonnaissanoe vehicles gave confirmation to the belief that one 

of these g.ms snould have been a caliber .50 machine gun with a ground 

mo.mt and a pedestal moi1llt for a platoon vehicle. 

The apparent misunderstanding and lack of coordinati~ second 

platoon and "F" Company made all the men in the first platoon resolve 

that tney would prove to the riflemen of the battalion that they were 

.~aapable of givbg 0ontil1uo:.s support in a situation where the rifle 

~"/ companies distrusted them, 

The aumber of missions assigned a.n<i accomplished gave the key mem

bers of thu platoon eiperienoe in management, and confirmed the idea 

that when employed conventionally, at least a part of the platoon could 

( be trained even wnen the rest of the platoon was in positions facing the 

eneir,y. However, all agreed that when an attack was imminent, all men 

would be required to perform the required fire support, 

µ;;ssoNS LlJ\lli! :ID, @155E3IJ.I 

l, Info.t'lllation of tha e;i.emy and friendly troops is essential in 

order to ruake iutelligent decisions. 

2. Commu.nication between units is vital to secure information. 

3. Proper management can make men available to accomplish many 

missions in an emergency. However, the men who are trying ta accomplish 

" 
these missions must have proper equipment, 1 

20 



• • 
Itil'lemen a.nd rifle ll.llit leaders~ not appreciate the sapport 

t.hat machine g,m units co,1ld give them. 

~ 5. Reooanaissance at night can ·oe accurate provided maps of the 

area are also acccU'a.te. 

DEli'EtJSlii Oi SCHWBI GHAJSEN 

•) 1118 

o/ 
Tne 7\Jth Division plan for Phase II defense line is shown on Map c. . () ., 

' I A ' J ' j ;). ,,J ~.,;f;.P" , 
222d Infa.ntr;y plan is also shown on this map. (45) tr..,_,~ " -,-v 

The 2d Battalion received the regimental plan on 15 Janllary. The 

battalion's dispositions are shown on Map E, When he received this plan, 

the liattalion commander assembled the heavy weapons company commander 
J,..t-~~ya4t'41.. 

a.nd the first platoon leader of "H" Company, and they proceeded on a 

'1reconnaissru1ce of tile proposed area. Tentative plans were ma.de for the 

o/:tQ/J~ccaFation of tne battalion defense sector, and the platoon leader was 

'l directed to conti,1ue the support of ~ Company with the least amount of Y men, and to continue tne organization of tile Sahweigi1allsen area. by pin

poi::J.ting machine gun positions for all machine gcms in the battalion. 

He was not to withdraw his troops from their present positions to dig 

emplacements, but he woa.ld be allowild to te.Jce all section leaders to 

tneir position a..1.d show them the plan for the aa.tomatia weapons sllpport 

of tiie battalion. (46) 

ii,~- This mission posed a pro·o1em. Through the battalion S-4, the 

/~latoon had succeeded in getting fear aaditional heavy ma.chine guns and 

,,~ eight caliber .50 guns, eitner tnroagh battle salvage or reqllisition. 

/ They had also received eno.igh telephone eqllipment to have a Wire net J.J 
includJs every g'-lll. At tnat time six of tne fifties were employed with 

'.!Ji!! Company. Caref'lll coordination with t:ne company commander of that 

company allowed tile platoon leader to oat his detachment there to 15 

men. !l.'hese man were rotated daily so that tne men not in line, inclllding 

tile drivers, oollld be given mechanical training with the gcms not in use, 

(45) li-1, P• 613; (46) R-6. 
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Th11s, every section and squad leader was taken on at least one reconnais

sance of the Schweigha11sen area he was to 00011py. The plan that was 

finally approved is shown on Map E. 

WITHDiiAWAL, 20 J,UHJARY 

At 1200, 20 Jant1ary, the order was given 

~ 
to withdraK.ooo that 

day, Positions on the .i4J..R were to be complete with wire at 2400, 21 

January, The 36th Division -s covering the withdrawal after contact 

had oeen broken, Beca11se it was expected that the enemy might follow 

t1p the withdrawal very q11ickly, the first platoon of "H" company-• 

to infiltrate the day's relief at 1600, and commence its ocot1pation of 

the Schweigha11sen area as soon as it cotlld move there, T'ne platoon waa 

not to occ11py its positions on the Ml.Ji, bt1t it was to set t1p road blocks 

at two secondary bridges in the battalion zone, .Map E {47) 

At 1300 it began to snow qtlite heavily, bt1t 

it was au unexpectert',;: ~12se the relief -s 

for the first platoon 

accomplished speedily 

withot1t being discovered. ·oy the enemy who had a llabit of throwing qtlite 

heavy artillery concentrations dt1ring the relief period, While the 

relief was being oarried 011t, the platoon leader made arrangements with 

tue "G" Company OOIIIJIJ&Ilder for the withdrawal of the ,50 caliber guns and 

the men manning them, (48) 

Dar.imess was at 1730, aad at that time the first platoon left for 
• ~-

Sohweighal.lsen~e storm was so ·oad by this time that control of eTen 

five vehicles was 

at each crossroad 

almost an impossibility, It -s necessary to stop 

aad dismotlllt to cheokfi~., T&hicles were still 

in convoy, At 2100 the platoon arrived in Schweigha11sen and oy 2200 

they had occt1pied tne road block.positions shown on Jdap E, These posi

tions were occupied ililtil lO00, 21 Jam,ary \<.hen all elements of' the 

battalion closed in Schweigha11sen, When a check was taken of the first 

platoon, however it was learned that only eight of the fifteen men had 

(47) R-6; (48) R-7, 
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arrived. "G" Company had not noti1'ied the men of the withdrawal of the 

riflemen until the rifle troops had assembled. They had had to destroy 

the six gwis and ammwiition on position. The other seven men arrived 

late in the afternoon. (49) 

JliGAtHZATICN 21-24 J,\!i '1,Hl.Y 

'<, 
The positions were occu.pied and dcig in for the rest of the day. 

Each position that was not in a stone hou.se was dug in with two feet of 

tamped earth put overnead to protect from artillery b<lrsts. ',Vhile the ~· 
{ ~~ J platoon memoers were preparing tne positions, the platoon leader in-

~spected the OPLR to determine if' machine guns co<lld be <lSed on it. Be

)~~ause of' dense woods in the area, it was decided that it woc.ld be ex-

t
ili.' _,\t tremely difficult to do this, and that the rifle companies who were 

i' , outposting would use their organic light gwis and a<ltomatic r&fles on 

\i, this line. 

I~ 

\~ 
\." 

I 
The positions were completely dug in, wire commanication strung, 

and ammwiitian on position by darkness, 21 January. Early in the morning 

dar,u1ess of 23 January mu.ch activity wa.s heard s.roand the factory which 

faced the first platoon position, and abou.t 0800 the 0PLR began to arrive 

back at the MLR. Their reports indicated that the enemy's advance 

gllll.rd was closing in a.nd securing a.ssembly areas in the woods just be

yond the railroad. At 090D, a.11 reciaining bridges over the Moder were 

blown. (50 I 

Now ti1a.t the Ol"LR in the 2d 3attalion sector had been driven in, a 

new evaluation of the terrain in the -oattalion area was in order. The 

defense had been set a:p on the south bank of' the Moder ill ver which at 

this point was nothillg more than a meanderi.ig stream, a.-ooa:t fifty feet 

wide. However, through the lack of trees in a space aoo;it two htmd.red 

,Yards wide, it was assumed t11&t atfli,pd stage the river was from q,na 

hundred fifty to two hundred yards wide. Because oI· this, the 1lLR 

ran along the edge of' the woods ill tne ''E" Company sector, and along 

(49) ii-6 and i,-7; (5D) .-,-6, H-7 and R-5, P• 19 
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the northern sector oi· town in "~'" Compa.ny•s sector. The factory on t:tie 

t north side of the river, and the cross roads near there were considered 

\, oritioal to both sides, However, the enemy infantry d<ll'ing the night 
,~ ·" ~;+:J..,. 
{~ ha.d moved in o::d them, 1 and the"OPLR althoc.gh thfily had covered rou.tes 

r1 of witl:,drawal was u.nable to ma.intain their positions in the factory and 

4 hom ,:: :: ~::•:•::: :;,:• ~:: ::, :h:·:::;•:::'.' h~~:• 

that dominated the approaches to town f"rcm the factory shou.ld be heavily 

fortified with m&ehine gu.ns and rifleman. This mission was given to the 

platoon leader of the first platoon. He pu.t two heavy machine gu.ns and 

one .50 caliber machine gem there. Two squ.ads from "~'" company were in 

su.pport. (51) 

At 1200, the organiza.tion of the strong point began, 

it was learned that an attack by the 25~~nzer Grenidiers 

and at 1400 

was to be 

expected at 1500. This attack did not materialize, bu.t the bu.ildu.p in 

the factory area oontinu.ed as enemy artillery fell in the town. 3e

cau.se t11era had been no knowledge of the enemy since the wi thdr&wal 

of the O.i'Lli, & reinforced platoon of "~'" Company wa.s to make & comba.t 

pati'ol of the f&ctory a.rea., a.nd i1" possiblfl, reestablish the factory 

area, as an ou.tpost. (52) 

The platoon was to pl'oceed along 

~~., 
the rou.te shown on J.lap E. Machine 

gu.n su.pport w~s arranged for the r&id as follows, the right section was 

to fire along the left fla.llk of the patrol as it proceeded across the 

open groW1d into the woods, and along the rail,·oads to the factory; the 

tnree gl.ills in the stroug point were to fire along the front and right 

flank of the platoon cuitil the f&ctory masked the view of the gl.ills, then 

the platoon was to ooncentra.te its fire on the so~th end of the f&ctory, 

tne ro&d, and the ho~se opposite the fa.otory. If the patrol was forced 

to withdr&w it was to signa.l with a white st&r clu.star and withdr&w down 

(51), (52), 1\-6 &11d il-7 

24 



• • 
the road into the strong point. DlU'ing a withdrawal, the su.pporting 

weapons wou.ld concentrate fire on looated enemy weapons, (53) 

At 1600, the patrol jCllllped off. The pla.n worked withou.t incident 

witil abou.t 1700 when the white star olu.ster went u.p. The withdrawal 

was acoomplished withou.t incident. D.i.ring the withdrawal the machine 

gu.nners had a field day with from eight to ten enemy machine gwis 

which opened u.p from along the railroad embankment. The gunners thollght 

they probably were the same lll&ohine gems that they had neu.tralized 

dlU'ing the initial stages of the raid, bu.t the patrol leader reported 

that the effect of tne machine gWls had been devastating, and that they 

found many enemy dead when they enterea. t.b.&t area. 3very ma.n was 

very favorably impressed with the effect of' machine gun su.pport, so 

muoh so that when routine patrols encoWltered trou.ble du.ring the rest 

of tile ou.ild-up by the enemy, they wollld call for and get machine gWl 

s llpport. ( 54) 

·rhe defense shown on !.lap E was complete. Du.ring the night o:t 

23-24 Jauu.ary, the Anti-tank Platoon of Battalion Headqll&rters Company 

laici a small minefield opposite the strong point, ill day on 24 January 

t,.e bu.ild-up continll9d, and our probing patrols met increased resis

tance, Often it was necessary to ci.se machine gWlS in positions along 

the northern edge of town to cover withdrawals across the open grou.nd 

between the town and the woods, These guns were fired from alternate 

or s11pplemautary positions within houses or du.g in at the base of the 

hou.ses. Enemy artillery became more f'requ.ent, and although it did 

not .hamper movement, its intensity was increasing. 

During th&t same da.y, the Battalion S-4 made an.other heavy .30 

machine gWl available to the first platoon. ·l'he ,:ila.toon leader then 

proceeded to reorganize the platoon oy pu.tting two men on eaoh gWl 

(53), (54), R-6 a.nd R-7, 
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and using a section and sqw.d leader to control tne guns. The remaining 

members of the platoon were p«t in reserve in the southern edge of town. 

The plan was to have these men get more mechanical training on the e.m.s. 

icacn man was to ·oe on the 1ilJi one da;; !Llld rest one day. Tne man in 

reserve patrolled t,ie 1·oads to Ohlllllgen and l,eubourg to maintain rear 

area securit.1. In case of a direct assau.lt on the town, they were to 

occupy t1H, positions &bow.a. and cover t,ie witlldrawal of tne rest of the 

platoon and the dUemerr in town. Hso they planned to occupy posi

tions in the western edge of town on which .a.a.y stragglers could rally 

during an attac,c. The situ.ation did aot cnan1te d.u-iui:; tt,e day oI' the 

24th of Jauctary. During tJJ; whole time th,1s far, the enemy had not 

sent out probing patrols to prooe the first platoon and«,-,. Com])&ny•s 

sect or. Ti1ere had been some patrol.1.ing in the "E'' Company sect or, but 

tne ;;,aohine guns and riflemen h&d taken care of them. (55) 

At 1800, tJ;e enemy t.lrned ~MM all the artillery that he had in 

t 
the sector on Schweighll.usen., The weather was bad, and snow flurries 

were falling. At 1900, after al1aclcing the men in reserve, the platoon 

leader made his way to the stro.,g point. While he was reporting to 

1,is company, his wire line went, out. After checking gun positions, he 

found tnat all lines were ou.t. .,o amount of artillery or small s.rms l 
I 

fire could prevent his control over tt,e right g'1ll section and the strong 

point, but he woula. oe ;.mable to control the left section witho,1t wire. 

To rectir'y this sitc;ation, .b.e sent the section leader who was with him 

at tne strong point to tne Company CP for wire communication, and also 

to notify t11e oomp=y commander that communiaa.tion would temporarily nave 

to "oe by radio. He also requested tnat tile left section be wired in 

direct with the company as a fairly well co,ered wire ro-i.te existed. (56) 

(55), "t-1, P• 619; H-2, p. 26-27; R-6; .ci-7, 
(56), R-6 and ii-?, 
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_.,t 1930 waen tne sectiou leader left, artillery fire ber.:&me extremely 

intense, ceuteri.1g on the strong point and in the northern section of 

town. At 2000, tLe signal to fire .l:PL's in ;;;a.sy Company's sector went 

up, a.nd tne artillery centered on the town itself. The platoon lead.er 

by that time had given up tne sectlou leader, and he tried to contact 

the company by radio. 2ach time tne radio was opened for transmission, 

a heavy concentration oame dOWil on the strong point, and reception was 

impossible "iieoause of interference. The platoon leader alertea all 

hands, and settled down to await the attack. (57) 

At 2400, according to the sound and direction of firing, the pla

toon leader jsidged the enemy had -broken into tne town. He the11 dis

posed t11e riflemen, covering tt,e strong point in all directions. (58) 

Abo.it 0030, a.11 extended five minate concentration on the strong 

point brought everyone to his feat, .Lowd:ng out into the darkness, they 

saw a groQp of enemy in white camouflage and battle formation approach-

_/ ini,; the mine field. 'rhe :first te11 or twelve men continued into the 

1 mine field ..nd started probing, and th~ ot1,ers took '-'P positions on 

y 
t 
f 

either side of the road to protect them. The platoon lead.er ordered all 

me11 who coL!.lu pick up ta,rgei;s to open fire, and he directed ti,at only 

tne ,50 call bar roaoninl! woald fire. The first burst of the fifty got 

all of those in the ruine field, and then tarned to those along tne road. 

ii. number of enemy fell, -o.,t the rest escaped under the protection of the 

shadows of the factory wall. About that time a messenger got through 

froro ·the company and reported that Easy Company and part of ~'ox Comp&ny 

had b~en driven in. Tho platoon leader was to contin'1e to hold the 

strong point. '.i'ha left gun section had been withdr&wn to the northwest 

corner of town. 

Aboctt 0230, tne small arms fire to his rear warned the platoon 

le.ad.er that ne might be attac,ced from the rear so he turned the auto

matic firles and one ma.chine gem on the right ..-nil. side of the strong 

(57), .d-6 and ll-7; (58), ,1.-6. 
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point in tuis direction. Uo one was to fire at o.nyJJne approaching until 

he wo.s challenged. ','ihilo he wa.s (1oing this, en!llllJ artillery again la.id 

down a ten mimite conoentra.tion on tne strong point, and when it lifted, 

the men in the strong point discovered that the enency had 1' o.md a. pa.th 

tr.rough the minefield, and tnat they were a.bou.t fifty feet a.way from the 

strong point. All ~ opened c.p, and after a. fire fight of abo-1t 

twenty min-1tes, the enemy a.gain withdrew. This time they withdrew wider 

artillery and direct fire of self-propelled artillery. (59) 

'J.'he small arms fire intensified to the rear, and m&ny of tne man 

in tne strong point wanted to withdraw tieca.:.iso the hoc,ses which com

prised tne strong point were gradually disintegrating .mder the artillery 

fire. The platoon leader decided that a.s long as they ha.d basements 

for protection, a.ad a.s long as the enemy did not con,;, under the fire of 

the reserve section to the rear that he collld not withdraw. He believed 

tnat a da~light withdrawal, if necessar~, could be accomplished in an 

orderly fashion under t:ae cover of ... 11eys and colll'ty«rdll• 

3xcept ror artiller,1 fire, tlle rest of ti,e .ii.ght passed witiloc,t 

i.icide:at. Tll6 small arms fire to tr.a rear ceased, and at daylight, 

al though a pas·ticularly 

point was not attacked. 

heavtartillery concentration fell, ti,a strong 

at '0700 wr,e:a daylight arrived, the platoon 

leader turned the gem tllat ha.d oeen facing the rear to the front, a.nd 

ordered all rr,a.chine guns to fire on all targets that. moved along the 

railroad to the west of the factory. until 0900, this fire was quite 

effective because tne et,emy had oee:a sending columns of troops down the 

railroad to the west. .ii.bout that time, the enemy ceased this practice, 

and only a.-i occasional groap of enemy col.lld be seen. At 1000 the 

stro,ig point was ordered to withdraw~: accompiished in good 

order withoc,t interference from the enemy. (60) 

At tlle 0ompa.ny GP tt,e platoon leader was oriented on wha.t had hap

pened. :U..sy Company had bean overrun, and with it, me.ch of the second 

(59), (60), ii-6. 
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platoon bad gone. Wnen he had oollected the remainder of his platoon, 

and what stragglers he collld gatner, the second platoon leader had 

attempted to reestaolish the :m,R. This effort !lli.d failed, and all 

but four persons in the attack had been either killed, wounded, or were 

missing. The reserve section or· the first platoon had held the north

western edge of town until about 2400 when they bad beea drive,~ baok to 

the C.P area for lacK of rifle su:pport, and finally tJ1e first platoon 

drivers i,ad organized a motorized raid that went as far as tne so-,thwest

eru edge of town, w11ere for nalf an hour tiay engaged the eueruy in a 

:fierce fire fight ena·bling part of o'oz Comi,auy to withdraw within the 

How Company perimeter. (61) 

A q-,ioK cou:nt of noses revealed that ~ Company had fifty of its 

lll9.chine gu:n perso1mel, and its mortar pla.toon inta.ct, and tr.at they held 

tbe greatest part of the town, Accompanying them were a.bo'1t thirty 

shaken memoers of ~'oz and Easy Comp9.llies. '.'/.hen the first platoon leader 

recommeoo.ed against leaving the strong point irnmannAd, the company com

mander a.greed to let him return tr,ere with six men. Those six men were 

to man two heavy· .30 caliber machine gu:ns and a .50 caliber maol1ine gllil. (62) 

The strong point was reocollpied at 1145, and aboc.1t that time a mes

senger &rrived from the company commander stating tha.t &nother atta.ck was 

developil,g in the northwest corner in town. The platoon leader coc1ld see an 

enemy 

toon. 

col= movi,1g along the trail in the hook of woods opposite his pla

He took those enemy tmder flanking fire from the rear~r those 

in the strong point it was li.re snooting dllcks in a barrel, b'1t after 

firing two ·oelts from es.oi1 g'1ll, the enemy opened ilp with a self p,·opelled 

g= and tJ:1&t time they ha.d tile t&rget pinpointed. The reslllt was that the 

platoon leader was blown down by the blast, and fo..r of the men were 

wounded, Two of tne three guns were disa.·oled, 'rl1e platoon leader sent 

one ma.a with t,,e four ;.olllid.ed in the &llllllu:ni tion jeep to the battalion aid 

(61), "~-6; {62, R-6 atld R-7; 
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station in Onlcmgen. dith the remaining man, he took the self propelled 

1 
gll!1 cmder fire, However by stopping the deadly fire; the Germa.n gun was 

satisfied with its mis3ion and withdrew. The platoon leader called tne 

Comapny Commander on tl.e ra.dio to report what ha.d 1,appened, and the pla-

toon lea.der was ordered to withdraw, 

'l'ne perimeter~~thened, 

(63) 

and tl,e reserve positions ace ll.pied, 

. 3y ti,at time it was dad...i.ced oy reports from straggling riflemen and the 
..,1. 

,/'J platoon leaders knowledge of tne sit;.U1.tion that the cuemy held the area 
. \, 

snown on l.:iap ,!'. Ti1is dedll.Otion was surprisingly correct in view of the 

fact that there l>ad bee,1 no communication with battalion in Ohlungen, (64) 

"boll.t 1400, oattalioa v,as contacted on the radio, and they reported 

that t11e wo=ded that nad oeen sent tnro.igh had arrived and that two vehic

les tnat had oeen carrying the wounded had been sent back with more am-

mcmi tion, particll.larly the 'bazooka type. "H" Comp,.ny was ordered to hold 

all crossroads wi -chin tile tovrn as the enemy was confined to the wooded 

a.rea.s. T1:i.e3 were also notified tl".1at a. cou.ntara.ttack was underway to 

relieve them. ( 65) 

By 1~00, 25 J,muary, the cocmterattack proceeded close enough to 

allow tne rest of ~•ox Company to in.filtrate into town. The first platoon 

received riflemen 1'rom tne company corrunander to i'orxn strong points around 

the positions of ti,e ma.cniue g-ms, 'rne platoon tnen reoccll.pied its wnole 

sec-cioil of tl1e Q..i a.no. i,1stito.~ed patrols to connect these strong points. 

'10 contact was cia.ue dJ.rL1g tne night, and after the coMterattacL restored 

t.t10 1i.Lli in tne :::asy Compan,;r sector at 1200, 2b Janll.&ry, the rest of the 

secowl battalion sector passed to trie control of tne 232d 1'lia.ntry, (66) 

i'ollowing the same rou.tine as tnat at ()ambsheim, the first platoon 

discctssed t.t,e action witn tne second p~atoon. Two ±'actors were present 

..i,.~ 1t:

8

their sita.ation as it d:~eloped on tne evening of 24-25 Janll.!i.ry • .t"irst, 

K' ~,~ u stagge,·ed feeding plan, a.rra.nged oetween tne platoon leader of the 

(63i, (64), (65), R-6; (66), R-2, p. 3J-3l, h-6 and R-7, 

30 



• • 
seo ond platoon and the Easy Gompauy c oromander, caa.sed the men from "E" 

Company to be ou.t of their foxholes retu.rning from chow at the time the 

artillery woLlld r,it at 2000. Those men who did not get back into their 

holes were Killed or serioLlsly wo\.lllded, and the intensity of the fire W&B 

such that it wa.s impossiole for the rl!'lemeu in other uearoy positions to 

fill in aroLl.llO. the machine g·Ll.lls to give the close-in protection needed. 

Second, wnen the e'1emy infantrj started a.cross the open ground, the machine 

guns took a very neavy toll, and twice tney sa.oceeded in bes.ting off the 

attaok, The third ra.sh carried enough enemy across the river to infil-

trate back of tne ga.ns so tha.t da.ring the intervals of puttine in new belts, 

they oou.ld get close enough to throw hand grenades into the gun emplace

ments. Even this did not ca.use a.11 four guns to go out of action as am

munition hA,.,rers a.nd rii·lemen that were nea.r filled in for wounded or dead 

gLl.llllers. The fina.l contrib.i.ting cau.se was the ga.n stoppages that the re

placements co<lld not red..ice, The net res<llt was that all fo.i.r g\.llls were 

oaptLlred or destroyed on _position. One iactor that the second platoon 

personnel reported was the inability for t.t-.e assistant g.mner to keep the 

enemy aw&y from the ga.n dci.riug a. stoppage reduction. '.:'hey felt that an 

aLltomatic weapon of some sort for close-in protection was needed. ( 67) 

On 27 Janu.a.ry, ti1e fi:cst _platoon leader was directed to take over command 

of the second pla.toon in a.dd.ition to the ~·irst platoon. The two pla.toons 

at that time figcu''11f/ the resu.lts of the battle were thirty men killed, 

wounded, and captci.red; five guns destroyed, &nd an unknow:ii toll of euemy 

dead. .11. later coa.ut in the 2d Battalion are& revea.led some eight ha.ndred 

enemy dead, and the two maohL:1e gLl.ll platoons ware given oredi t for a great 

n;,imber of that total. (68) 

,.;,.U.YSIS ,IND C,lI'.:'IOIS:i.t, SC}:I;iBIGFJ\US:.N 
1 

The defense of the 2d Batta.lion area had had adeq;,ate planning time. 

The seconu. platoon of "H" Compa.ny ha.d oeen in the most dangerous are& 
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from the standpoint or automatic weapons since they were required to em

.f>lace thelr weapons in a. thickly wooded i;.rea. 'rids required every man to 

be on the gun ,.,ositions dlll"ing alert periods. Seci;.use prior experience 

with artillery fire had oeen in open a,·ea.s, it was considered that the 

woods, in addition to giving concealme,1t, wou.ld give at lea.st enoagh 

cover from artillery fire to move to alternate or supplementary positions. 

Al tho;ig'.ll their emplacements gave adeqJ.ate cover from artillery fire, they 

did not allow gclllllers a.nll. their assistants adeqaate freedom of movement, 

pa.rticLLLarly wl,en the riflemen protecting them could not close in to aid 

ti,e g,ms until the artiller,; had lifted and tne enemy assaLtlt was launched. 

E'ina.lly, there was not adequ.ate protection to ,he rear to secLtre the guns 

when stopiages occlll'red, and stoppages ooLtld be expected when guns had 

bee" exposed to tne elements for a week's time. 

on the other iw.nd, in the first platoon area, stone m&sonry ·ou.ildings 

offered adequate cover and concealment, and even direct seu·-propelled 

artillery fire cou.ld not di sledge a d11termined defender. The cover within 

tne town allowed tne first p.atoon some freedom of movement, and thus it 

could afford to 1iave some of its me,1 in,. reserve position adding to the 

depth of the defense. 

A revaluatiOcl of the terrain in the first platoon area allowed the 

defense to hold a position that might have been extremely sensitive, had 

the enemy infiltrated ctJ.ring t.ne night into the unoccupied ho-ises jut

ting out to the north at tile blown bridge site. This position was ex

tremely valuaole d.Ltring daylight holll's on the 26th of January because 

it forced enemy groups, moving to reinforce the penetration in the line, 

to come u.'lder intense fire and to suffer casualties from effective 

enfilade fire from the rear. 

Tne reserve positions of tile first platoon ware especially valuable 

in limiting t1se enemy yenetration into the town, and the training of all 

tne personnel, iflclLtding drivers in the platoon, in tne employment of 

macnine guns paid oi'f, parcicLtlarly when the drivers of the platoon 

tooK "-P tneir positions in the sou.tllwest corner of' town and held them 
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in tl1e absence or· 1.1str'4ctions. 

8, CommWlication dh'fioulties canoe overcome '1Uder the most adverse 

conditions only by a thoroUgh briefing of each rn,;,n and nis asc;igment to 

a definite mission, Then the ma.n can intelligently carry on!; in the 
j 

absence oi contact ~-i th the leader who ctsc1ally gives him orders, 

9, Stone masonry bctildings offer excellent cover when used properly. 

D.;:,!.,f.8NSE OJ! Wll'l lJEN 

'cas,c Jforce .Linden was relieved from its positions on the !.!oder River 

on 27 Jan=ry, It was sched"1ed for Arm$ .',eserve to receive intensive 

,mit training, and to reform with t,,e other elements of the 42d Division 

who were then in tne Seventh Army Area, 

Tile 2d Jattalion of tne 222d Infantry conducted intensive =it train

ing in order to indoctrinate its many replacements. During the period 

from 27 Janc1ary to 15 ~'eurctary, the ma.chine gun platoons of "H" Company 

received some 30 replacements, and conducted au intensive period of train

irig which inclu.<ied range firing, field firing, and firing in support of 

rifle troops in t:wir field firing problems. l,,'very man was given training 

in the macha.nics of the heavy and lig:ht .30 caliber machine t;uns and the 

.50 caliber ma.oniue guns. 

platoon leader, eaoh sql4a.d 

~tensive training was condctcted witL this weapon. {69) 

iili:LI~' OJ!' 45TH DlVlSirn 

On 15 ,"ebre1ary au order was received to relieve tl,e lll'.1its uf the 45th 

Division. Di vision field Orders and. Operation Instrctctions were very ex-

plicit on the relief. Tne 222d Infantry was to relieve the elements of 

the 179th Infantry, and other units were to relieve units of the 45th Di

vision in tr1eir zone as shown on ldap G, {70) 

Tl.is relief was accomplished withol4t incident, and on 19 lebr:.is.ry, 

the 222d Iuf'autry was employed in i/ingen with its battalions on line in 

the following order from east to west; 1st Battalion, 2nd 3attalion, and 

(6$), h-7 and ll.-7; (70), .li-3, UI !lo, 1, 14 ieR 'l5; }'0 No, l, 15 i"eb 45; 
or No. 2, 14 l"eb 45; OI i,o. 3, 16 leb 45, 
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3rd Ba.tta.lio11. The 2nd Batta.lion ha.d pla.ced ".D" a.ud NG" Compw1ies 011 

line, and three sections from the ma.chine gun pla.toons, Tl1is wa.s in 

a.ccorda.nce with the deta.ils of the relief order which sta.ted tha.t the oat

talion wa.s to relieve the elements of the 2d Ba.tta.lion, 179th Infantry, 

on a man for ma.n, gun for cun basis, The battalion was to take over the 

missions of the 17~th elements, and no ciianges were to be ma.de ;mtil i.fter 

20 J!'ebrw..ry, Tlie positions occupied by t11e machine gun platoons, "H" Com

pany are show11 on J.lap H, The disposition of the battalion is also shown, (71) 

'1. 
Densoly wooded terrain was &ppa'rent in the zone occ-.ipied ·oy the machine 

f;llll platoons in tiie sou.them portion of the Hardt or Low Vosges J.lolm.tains, 

The 1iosi tions e;"Gnerall;, were along high ground, aud tl,e terrain ran fairly 

level lor a few hc,ndred ;yards toward the enewy, tLen it sloped steeply 

dow,1ward for from seve;ity five to o,1e hcmdred feet to a narrow cleared val

ley floor, The valley was from fi!'t_y to two 1rnndred yards wide with a 

good road and a small mou.ntain stream, At the e11d oi' tiie level valley 

floor the ground rose steeply for abou.t the same height as on t11e friend-

ly side, and ti1e enemy was i'irml~' eutrenched on this 1Iigh ground. The 

area was c;.it oy many Slll!',11 m.ue &11d r'oot trails which were wide enough to 

hold a jeep, bat spring thaws made the roads difficu.lt to -.ise, 

~'rom the elements of the 179th Infantry, information was gained 

a.bout tr,e enemy and the minefields shown 011 .Map H. (Note: Trails fol-

low rldge and stream lines). ~ram them, it was also learned that although 

tl.e battalion in tnat ai·ea was opposed by elements of tlle Sixth J.ioc,ntain 

SB Division, they were very i,.u.iet except for occasional patrols which ran 

along ti,e va.lle;, floor into the "G" Company sector, 

It was not necessary materiallJ to change the dispositions that the 

Jl'Ji.Chine g= platoons had ta.ken over from the 179th men, However, emplace

ments were enlarged, fields of fire oleared a little more, and all-round 

protection to gem crev1s coordinated with the riflemen in the area, (72) 

(71), R-3, 01 ;;o. 1, 14 ,'ab 45; ~'Oho. 1, 15 i'eb 45; OI No. 2, 14 .!eb 45; 
01 ,,o, 3, 16 ;,'eb 45, (72); R-6 and R-7. 
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To all iutents aIJd p.irposes, this area looked like the q11iet saotor 

tr.at had been rLllllored for the men of the ma.chine gun platoons for 

time. However, tha platoon leader d.&¼ed""~t ~w~he time 

some 

to oon-

tin11e the field firing, aud iudootrir1atiou of the rifle elements of the 

battalion to tne s;ipport ti1at 0011ld be expected from machine guns, 

"' reconnaiss.moe for a position that incl;ided observation and fields 

of fire that wo11ld s11pport a field firing problem was started, While 

searoning for su.oh a position, the platoon leader !"ou.IJd an old rock wall 

with a dirt JJlatform some ten feet wide, 1>ud a cave behind it. After 

carefculy cr,eoking the position and its ro-.ltes of approach, tr,e platoon 

leader requested permission to dig in a .50 aa.liber a.nd a ,30 oalioer 

maoiline gun position aIJd to give the ylatoons field firing problems there 

both d&y and night. His p~an was to give daylight instruction in oom

pcJ.tation of firing data, a.nd prior to darkness move men into position, let 

them register on their targets to see how &co.ira.te the oomp11tations were, 

then d-.ll'ing dar,me-,,s they wo11ld fire on the targets that had been regis

tered, 'lhu.s one more phase oi training could be c ample t ed. .An u1 teri or 

motive wa.s wori!:ed out with the "G" Comyany commander. Tha line of fire was 

over the hea.ds of all members of "G" Company except one squad, Targets 

were cr10sen from iuformatio£1 su.pplied oy the patrols of that company, and 

since tnere was night patrolliue; in the area by the enemy it was hoped 

that the men wo-.lld ina.ica.te these targets to the gu.nners by firing tracer 

a.t e11em;y gi·o11ps. Iu order to facilitate this a.dcii tional project a. direct 

line was nooked iu between t.ue firing point and Company "G". lor position, 

targets, and fields of i'ire, see lJap H. 

'i'nis 1,lar1 was presented to tne compa.1.~ and battalion commander, and 

it was wholenea.rtedly approved. In order tnat every man co11ld have the 

ma.xim-.lm training, the reserve section at .Kohlh11tte wa.s to receive training 

for two days, and then relieve one of the lmitS in the line for two days. (73) 

.An intensive review of the gun mechanics was given, and every man was 

requ.ired not only to strip and assemble the g,m, bu.t he was a.lso re.q-.lired 
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to reds>ce ar~ii'icially ind:.tced stoppages while -olindfolded. Then the sec

tioll wa.s given a review of map reading a.ud shown the location of the f'iring 

point, and eacn n;an figured tne firing data that wo<.ld enable him to hit 

tne target, tinally an hour before da.rltuess he was ta.ken to the position, 

oriented, and last minu.te corrections in data -d.e, At t1,is time he Wl!,S 

required. to confirm whether or not his target wa.s safe to t&ke I.Ulder :fire 

over tne head.a of friend.ly troops, Then registration took place, and. those 

firing waited u.ntil dark to fire their targets, .b'iaally, each gunner was 

reqilired to reg.ilate his fire evenly during the problem. (74) 

it.fter tari-:·ets had been assigaed, the platoon leader notified the "G" 

Company Commander o:t' the specific areas to be fired, and he in turn notified 

each sc,Wi.d of the time firing was to ool!llllence and cease. 

Tue first night tl,at the platoons fired from their are&, the rif'le

men in spite oi' all oi the plans and forewarning were rather sllspicious. 

However, wnen tnosa who had baen on patrols into the enemy lines saw that 

the g,,;.,mers were hitting the targets, they -oegan experimenting by calling 

ilP tne machine gu.n platoon leader and asking to have the fire brought in 

closer to them. The fort<1Uate arrival of an enemy patrol abollt fifty 

yards in front of one squad area brought a call, and when told to fire a 

traoer string :from ti1e S(lila.d leader's rifle, tne squad was delighted to 

see tne patrol dispersed by a sudden effective ourst of machine gllll fire. 

As more enemy were fired on :from tJ;e firing point de.ring the next nights, 

all riflemen took a hand in pointing out targets and adju.sting the fire, (75 )• 

-lrnile t.he reserve sec ti on was carryi,1g o .. t this program, the men on 

tne line were given individual trainbg;on position 1in adjilstment of artil

ler~ and mortar fire. Ti,is program was carried on by the artillery a,1d 

mortar observers in the area. (76) 

In his original approval of the project, the battalion commander had 

forbidden an::; reconnoitering by group in the area of the MLR • .Alld, for the 

(74), (75), (76), :l-6. 
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time being, he prohioited the firi,,g in su.9port of patrols and rli.ids. How

over the s..i.oceas of this progra.m, and the resistence offered to the patrols 

&Ud raids oa.i.sed hi1n to ohli.l'.l.ge his mind. His altered plan !;'Ii.Ve the platoon 

leader permission to coordina,e fire with o.i.tgoing patrols so that they 

oo.ud have support if fired upon, if the platoon leader would approve the 

sv.pport .flOSitions picked oy his s.i.bordL:w.tes, and if the platoon leader 

wou.ld insu.re t.hat tnese positions were at least fifty yards forward, or 

more tnan one hu.ndred yards ill rear of tne i\JLR. This pl= was pt.it into 

effect on 25 ~'ebru..ry, ( 77) 

On 23 Jl'ebrt.iary, the 242d .Regiment which w&s in reserva had been directed 

to f..u-nish one platoon for a f.ul-sized platoon combat patrol. The mission 

of this patrol w&s-to capture, destro~, a,id kill any enemy in the zone. One 

platoon was to carry out this mission in the 2d Battalion sector each day. 

The 2d llattalio11 was directed to n,.rnish machine gun and mortar support, 

and tiie artillery was to fire in sc,pport of the rli.id. In effect it was 

a f.ul-scale dress rehearsal for the inevitable attack. (76) 

The machine gun platoon leader was designated by the battalion as 

tne coordina.ting officer i'or the supporting firus that the 2d Batt&lion 

COeild give. '~0 accomplish this, on a typical patrol, the patrol leader 

and platoon le,,,der made a joint reconnaissance. '.'/hen the patrol leader 

• decided on l1is roate, line of departure, a.nd whets.er or not fire st.ipport 

w&s needed, the platoon le«der told him general firing positions tr.at 

wo.ud support the pli.trol, tne areas that cou.lc! be oovered by mortar and 

artillery fire, and suggested alternaie rou.tas 01· withdrawal. L"inally, 

detailed sl;c;nals for opening, lifting and shifting of fires were agreed 

u.pon. Then this i.iformation was rela;i,ed by the platoon leader to the 

sect.ion that was to support the raid. The section and squ.ad leaders were 

required to solve these problems; troop safety, amou.nt and type of 

lillllilu.rtition required, gun positions a.nd time of occupyilig· them, and firing 

data. for all mGwn targets to be engaged, '.'/hen these problems were 

(77), R-6; (76), H-3, 01 Ho. 7, lo3 lob 45; 01 llo. 8, 24 ,'eb 45; OI ;,o. 9, 

26 ~'eb 45. 
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solved, and approved by the pl!<tcon leader, the section Dr sq..ad leader 

made tne 1·inal coordination witn the patrol leader. To insc,re that nothing 

went wrong in fire support, both the 9latoon leader, and tne "H" Company 

Cmrunander were in a radio net with tne patrol leader, and from au obser

va.tion point, tney cou.ld con1;rol tne two or triree gu.ns that were firing, 

either by telephone, messenger, or hand and a.rm signals. (?9) 

Tne route of a typscal patrol, and the positions and fire control/ tr';,, 
N ~ t-~ ,-~,, .• 4' data for the supporting machine gu.ns are shown on Map H • 

.Vhem it became apparent that the 42d Division was going to attack 

fr·om its present positions on March lb, the supporting guns were requ.ired 

to be hand c1u·ried over trails t·rom Kohlhutte. By doing this the men 

again became physics.lly t,ardened, and they learned to adjust tne nlllllber 

of g=s and =1:uiition to be fired to the lo,ig supply route. bnally, 
i 

a selected nu.mber of man were sent to a battalion mule trainer's school. 

On tHa lJth of karoh, the 2d Battalion was i·elieved by the 2d Battalion 

of the 242d Infantry. 

The reliet of t11a elements of tt1e 45th Division posed a new problem 

to the machine gun platoons. ~'or the first time, they were in a quiet 

sector, and maximu.m attention could be devoted to training men who ware 

not essential to manning the posit ions on the MLR. 

Although there was an enemy facing the platoons, .tie was not a.ctiva, 

and his fires and actions ware harrassing riO.thar than aggressive. T.ha 

training program directed ·oy regiment arni division served to keep the 

enemy continually fighting off small unit actions, and as a result, the 

are,., between lines belonged to the most agcressive patrol. 

':i'ne training in this area, unlike tr,;ining around Schweighau.sen was 

designed to make everyone attack-minded, and the training was pointed to 

those ti,ings tllat ware essential to the attack. 

The field firing succeeded in its two purposes; first, every man 

was given tne essentials of computing and firing the data he oould get 

from a map anu reconnaissa,nce, and second, tne rifle troops of the bat-
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The two platoous moved out, and after a careful reoolll)Jl,i ■sance of 

the battalion area, it was found that there were positions for eight gane 

available, but the route over whioh the platoons were to travel would 

cut the number of guns to be displaced to two per platoon. This was because 

tne obstacles to motor vehicles preoluded any route for carriers. It 

was estim&ted that it would be at least eight hours before carriers could 

get within supporting distanoo of the objeotive. This information was 

passed 0" to the "H" Company OOllllll&nder and he appro:lred the plan in part. 

Because the first platoon was to support ";/" Company and "E" Company, 
V 

they would oe within supporting distance of the carriers in two hours, 

and therefore they oould hand carry enough ammunition even though they 

carried all four guns. (83) 

The target data was figured, and the details of tne fire plan 

dissemirw.ted to tne b"-ttalion. Communication was to be by both SOR 

536 and 300, but the signal for displacement in case of radio failure was 

to be eight traoers fired by the seoond platoon instrl.llllent oorporal who 

was to be with the oom:ruand group of "G" Company. (84) 

Four thousand rounds of ammunition were allotted to each gun to 

support the initial phases of the attack, and in the displacement, the 

second platoon was carrying five thousand rounds. When the platoon dis-. c~ 
placed, thti transportation oorporal a.nd drivers were to take the gunse 

of action, (85) 

THE A!l.'J?AOK 

it 1900 21 Ji&rah, a group of the XII Taatiaal Airforae P-47 •s 

dive ·~ombed the fortifications along the Division front •. At 1915, a 

squadron sortie dropped napom bombs into the woods ·oehind the forts 

setting the woods on fire. At 1916, a thirty minute artillery preparation 

was fired, and at 1945 the attaok jumped off. (86) 

(83), (84,) and (85), R-6 and .ii..-7; (86), R-6• 
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to the objeot i ve to contaa t "G" Com_plil.ny. "G" Company was not on the 

oojective, ;iu.t oetter _positioas were available to defend the heavily 1.cden 

_platoon t,.:at was at tne small kuob betwe,rn tne two objectives, so the platoon 

)11~ 
leader se,1t for t1HlL1,P- ( 90 ) 

/lhen thu .fi.liil.toon ar1·ived,, t1...a p.1a.too11 leadar set u.p a. perimeter. with 

'fG" Coo;pau6' 's ma..c.i1iue t'l.UlS on two corners, and the s-eoo:ud platoon's two 

gu..t1s on two corwors, with the 60 mm mortars in tha middle. Each ma:1 dug 

in aro-md tha guns, aud security _!¼i.trols constlil.lltly moved along the 

_perimeter. All efforts failed 'fu oontaot a.1youe on the radio so a patrol 

ot' five rrH,,1 was se,1t ocit to contact "C," Coruyany. The _patrol sc,cceeded, and 

at 2400 "G" Comp-.ny closed in on its objective. {91) 

In the confc,sion t1llict had res_;lted in findi:ug the enemy fleeing, 

11 1.i" Comp,my .had sent one platoon to take the oojective, "'1d with the other 

two _platoons it contin_;ed tne p,J.rst1it iu order to secure ,my advanta.ge thll.t 

cou.1d be gotten from it. 'rho one platoon had oeen tne one tnat was in the 

fire fight, and tlla otner two platoons of "G" Comp;,ny laLd o·,.t around to 

tile (J-i,ar and a,lhiliated the enemy. It w&s there that the second platoon 

_p&trol from "H" Company had fouHd tnem. (92) 

Duriug the night, tne 1st ilattalion i;.nd. the 3rd :iattalion passed 

tri.ro.l{,h ''G-" Company, and "G" Com,Jauy co,1ti1ued to ocou.py and str0ngthen the 

llills. ;/hell dayligr,t CWlle on lil!i.rcll 22nd, tho 2d ;i .. ttalion was ordered to 

coatinc,e to IlOlci its hills auci to ruOJ! '-'P resistence in the area. Tue 

second platoon contLrned 0,1 cts mission. ;,bout 1200 that day, word was 

received t1j,!j,t the s<>co;.;d line of Siegfried Def eases had bee,1 bre'1.ched, a.nd 

" tank batt .. lion and moto.rized infantry oatta.lion of tne 4Zd Division were 

closiug in on tho fini,.l Division objective. (Sil] 

,.KALYSIS 4'/D CliilTllJISM, SIZG,'lUED .Lilf& 
( 

Any int,;lligent wuo.lysis ruust =" not oc· tirn faat tn_"t the German 

Troops faci,i.g ti,e 42d Divisio1. did not make a determined effort to hold 

tne Si egt'ried LL1e. Ha.cl. they made s _;ch an effort, the ._ ttack c ou.ld not 

(\;O), (91), {92), (93), .a-6. 
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tne unit is explained to every ma.ii. and if every man is given a particular 

mission to perform tJJ&t is consistent with his ability and. state of train-

ing. 

4. Every opport.:.nity mctst Oe taken to train mtln, even during cgmbat. 
. .-, .. · .. -. '·"' ._,·;.,,,, '··'· . 

An especially valcu:,ole adjunct to t1·aini,1g is an informal ariti'iU.e by all 

cone erned after ei.ch engagemont. 

5. Control is vite.l to the proper perfor,na,1oe o.f duties. Coutrol 

is ti6·hter w:irnn communica.tlo'1 is good. out in the aosence of communication. 

each 1.lllit should give a rnis~.iion to _per:;:orm. 

Training mctst iriclude every rn in the platoon_., :i.,l.bladiug tlte 
.._,,_.,~,· t;~.-d)""'-"'~•,;o ". '., 

7. ~stim...tes o.f &.miilUilition re',ictirem,mts should be me.de oy every 

leader so tiJJSCt au ade'iua.te supply is assured during the continua.tion of 

a battle. Tlle bader must make every effort to resupply !i.llllllunition. and 

to control fire so that he is prepared for emergencies. 

6. All round sec;.rity is vital to t1,e r:iacllin~un. Ii' other troops 

its own proteotlon. 

9. i:ec.hanical training in alltornatic weapons must reach the point 
I . • 

/l
1
Pw,.ere the soldier can reduce stoppag·es mder any conditions of visibility. 

il . 
It S{ioad -oe a.n ifilllledia.te re~ction with 1..1.im. The a..ction shoi.lld not require 

10. A strong point defended aggressively can be. reduced only by 

direct a.usalllt. The .:i..ltomatic we!;j,_pons employed in su.ch a position must 

oe ci.ole to srdft fire q_J.ickly to any direction. 
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