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THy PACPICAL TIAINING, SKEPLOYMENT A3D CONVHOL Of MACHINE
GiE PLATOUNS, COWPARY "EY, 222D INFANTRY, (4&D DIVISION)
I 7Hs COMBAT 20NE, 24 DECENGER 1944 - 31 MARCH 1945
(ALSACE-a KD NKES AND HHINZLAID CAMPaIGNS)
(Fersonal Lxperiences of a Platoon Leader)

IHTRUDUCTI QY

This monograph covers the tagtical training, employment and con-
trol of iiagnine Gun Platoons, Company "H", 222d Infauntry, 424 Division,
in the combat zone during the Ardennes-Alsace and Rhineland Campaligns
from 24 December 1944 to 31 Marsch 1%45.

Pactical training is teaching men to use weapons aﬁd teauwork
in tne sucoessiul prosecution of a battlefield missien.

Phe employment and control of a unit is the science of positioning
that onit and conductiug its actions to the suaccesaful gompletion of
a mission; ia short, the tactics of the unit.

Company "H" was tne Heavy Weapons Company of the 24 Battalion,
£22d4 Infantry. The 224 Infautry was & standard infantry regiment with
taree battalioans. Dach battalion was organized into three rifle come
panies, a hLeavy weapons company, and battalion headguarters company,
#or the details of organization of the infantry battaiion see Chart 1.
For a comparison of the infantry batialion of World War II with the
present day battalion see Chart 2.

The orggnization of tne machine gun platoons of Company "H" is
shown in Chart 1. The prineipal weapon of thig platoon was the Brown-
ing Mdachine Guno Model 1917-A-1. Thia_gun was 8 .30 caliber, belt fed,
water cooled, recoil operated machine gun with a cyelic rate of 550
roands per miauate.

HISSION GACHIRE GUNS

,A,U‘
The mission of machine guns was to deliver a suatained volume of

ageurate swall arms fire in support of tie rifle units of the pattalion.(l)
(1) R-8 Note; Hdo direct reference is made to this mankal because the

actual concept of the understandiang of the principles as practiced by
Company ™H" is intended.




In acepmplishing this mission the mackine guns Fired on enemy automatic
weapons, grouped personnsl, and known or suspected locations of the
enemny. Machine guns were one of tlie means available within the bat-
talion to estaplish fire superiority.

Besides a large volume of fire, the mAchine gun had certain cape-
bilities whick distinguished it from the light machine gun and other
automatic weapons organic within the infantry battalion, Its heavy
triped made its firing mount consistant witk high accuracy. The
stable firing mownt made the provlem of overhead firing in support of
friendly troops merely a safety problem that could be solved by the
sppliaantion of ballistia formulae, 1t also gave the gun the gapability
of indireect fire from the protection of a mask that could be cleared,.
The water cooling system augmented thnese capabilities by reducing the
operatlng temperature of the gun, thuos reducing barrel wear and
ergsion. (Z)

The greatest limitations of the gun were its weignt and the in-
hersnt ncise, characteristic of automatic weapons, Other limitations
ware tne flash and smoke of the ammunition. Ome further limitation
was tnat the platoon was not capadle of iandependent action, such as
taking and holding an o¢bjective. (3)

jo accompliahl their mission of elose sapport of the rifle elements
of the battalion, the machine gan# wera employed in’Eﬁ;;;-- two or more
guns on the same target -- firing along the flanks, through gaps in the
line, or over tue neaus of frieudly trocps. The normal empl oyment was
by section or platoon. Tie section or platoon was placed in general
support of tue vattelion, in direct support of s rifle unit, or attuched
te & rifle company. (4}

The acneiderations governlng ﬁhe method of employment of machine
guna were the battalion gomsaader’s plan, the battalion’s mission,

(&), {3), (&), B-B, ©See (1), p. O,
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the tectical situation, the terrain, and the status of supply. The
battalion gommander made the bssic declsion on the employmsnt of
machine guns based upon the recommendations received from the heavy
weapons company commander. {5}

Although it has been pointed out that the machine gun platoon
was not capeble of independent action such as taking and holding
ground, it mast be emphasized that each leader from the platoon leader
to the squad leader was responsible for the security of the crews and
their gans being coordinated with otaner friendly troops in the area.

If no other troops were availanle, it then became the leadsr's respon-
sibility to provide tuhe wneqessary security from the platoon. (6)

The only organic communication equipment within the maehine gum
platoon was the platoon leader's two messengers and arm and hand sig-
nals, Other means of communigation were pooled in company headquarters
and issusd to piatoons on & need basis, The company noermaliy issued
the platoon lsader & 3CH 556, and enough sound powser teléphone aquip-
ment to eunable nim to be in the company wire net, and to have & platoon
fire coutrol net. {Ses Chart l)ﬂ"*”ait

SMPLOMERT 16 ATTACK

In the attack, the platoon was either in general or direct sup-
port, or attached to a rirle company, The platoon leader carried out
nis mission oy using overhead rire, firing mlong the flanks of advan-
eing rifle troops, or through gaps in toeir limes. e made the neces-
sary coordization with tke commanders concerned, and he made surs that
gdeguate means of communication existed to enable him to lift and shift
fire when it was masked by friepdly troops. Ne planned tor the dis-
plaoément of his platoon to the objective in order to support the
troops oneg% in repeiliug & counterattack or in ¢ontinuaing thé attaock. (7)

(5) EK-8: (&) K~B, although not specifically stated, tiis was the
practice snd concept in Company “H"3; (7] B-8.
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SsPLOYMART IR DefbNOn

In the defense the machine guns were amployed in sections along
the main liue of resistence. In the derfense, unlike the attack,
machine guns were normally employed in front line platoon areas in
genseral support of the battalion. The battalion ¢ommander exercised
very carstful supervision over the guuns aund their positions, fhe
machine guns were amployed in sestions in such a position oo the
ground that they could get the maiximum amount of grazing fire as well
as & secgtor of fire of at leasti ninety degrees from the final protec-
tive line (line of grazing fire roughly perallel to the front or main
line of resistence), The platoon leader designated squad firing posi-
tions and closely sapervised the emplacement of the guns as well as °
designating alternate and sapplementary positiona'for use by the squads,
The piatoon leader coordinated the sequrity of the guans with the rifle
uuit leader in the vicinity. He plagsd the sections in a position so
that each final protective line interliocked with another final pretective
line along the main line of rasisﬁenoe. (8]

Other suitable missions for maciine guns in the defense were long
range fires, either frem the outpost line or resistence or from suitable
positions 1n rear of the msin line of resistence; positions to fire in
support of a cowterattack, or to limit the eanemy penetrations in the
mein line of resistence. (9} ,

in the defense fha platoon leader eontrolhd the fire of his platoon
particulariy to sse that oanly tuose gums in ths area undsr attack fired,
The guns in those sactors not actaally under attack Iired only when
they wers attacked, He dirscted tue movement of the platoon to altsrnate
or supplementary posSitions or lato positions to limit penetrations or

to support a counterattack. (10]

(8)y {91, (10} &eB.




HISCELLANECUS RMPLOVMENT

iachine guns were used to support railds and patrols in a manner
similar to their employment in the attack. The conduct of firing,
and the coordination was tne same as for the attack except that nor-
mally the machine guns used did not displace from their original
positiocns. (11)

The techiaigue of relieving other macnine guns in the line was
the same as that of any other relief. One factor cannot be over-
empnasized. The missioas, firing positions, and other details of the
relieved anit were taken over completely, and notbing was changed un-
til after the relieviug platoon leadsr had assumed the responsibility
for those missions and had coordinated the changes with everyone con-
gerued. (12)

Tl THING

Praining cau be accomplished quickly and more eificieatly if it
takes place in a location remote from tne actusl scene of hostilities,
Kowaver, ithe War Departmeat set forth doctrines for trainiang woth in
the combat zone aund tue zone of the interior.

Training within the zone of the interior was divided into the
following phases; individaal training, usit training, maneuvers or
field exercises, post maneuver training, and preparation for overseas
movement. This training asually lasted a minimam of one year for
anita, however tue thirteen weex basic course was usually considered
as sufficient tralning for repiacements., (13)

The machine gun platoon followed the same goneral trend of.train-
ing. Daring wnit training, such subjects as crew drill, application
of fire, figuring firing data, obssrvation of fire, and field firing
were given particular attention., In the rest of the training, emphasis
was given to the squad, sectiom, and platoon in the employment and
{11}, (18} @&-~8; (13) I-6 aund notes from an address by Kajor Ueneral
Arnold, Af¥, presented in Aprll, 1948, to advanced Jlasses and Faculty,

718, Jfort Benning, Georglia.
7




control of machine gun units in all types of actions, and with all of
the rifle units of the battalion, Thus at the end of unit training,
the riflemen aand machine gunners were familiar with each other. They
worked as a team, and each kmew what could be expected of the other
in aany type of combat sitamtion. (14}

Secause the United States snd hLer Allies were short of shipping
space, and because, &8 lines of communication begame longer units were
needed for security duty, the theaters in conjunction with the War
Department develeoped & doctrine for training troops in the overaeas
. theaters. The units to be used in this training were to nave completed
their individual training, some unit training (normelly squed training),
and individuals were to be FPOi qumlified,

Tuis training doctrine envisaged the trainiung of the unit usder an
Arwy's supervision in the following phases; intensified unit training,
line of comuunication daties, and battle indoctrination ia a quiet
sector of the line either under the g¢:ntrol of a combat experienced
division or under tue contrel of a separate corps. (15) The uait
training would follow in general the anit training program that was in
effeot in the United States. The line of comminication duties involved
gsegurity of rear areas, snd gave the troops experieange in moving
gquaickly, in defense ageinst alrborne attack, snd in preparation of
strategic defense positions, Rinally the vattle indoctrination gave
the troops experience in the line, with a limited amount of attack
gxperiesnce veing gained irom raids of from squad fto company size.
Although this program was primarily designed for iunfantry units, it
coald be applied to all types of units used within a theater. (16}

THEE 42D DIVISION

The 42d Divislon was reactivated at cadre strength, and on 4
August 1943 nad received its full complement oif officers and men.
{14) #-63 (15) Rel, p.4%5; (16} Assupption vased on RE~-1l, p. 455.
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The individual training period was started on that day, and was sug-
cessfully completed by the first week in Janusry 1944, At that time

the unit training program was started, but continual requests for re-
inforcements, particularly infantry reinforcements, drained the Division
of officers and men. By September 1944 the Divieion had sent out over
15,000 officers and men as reinforgements. In igiy 1944 the Division
wae given the mission of completing its training‘prugram within 26
weeks, but on 14 October 1944 the Division was given three weexs to

nave its infantry regiments in complete readiness for overseas ship-

ment., (17}

SPSTUS DF PRAINING COMPANY M

The statas of training in Cumpany‘"H““waé'dfitical. Although all
persons were POM qualified, and had completed their individual training,
Company "H" nad participated in only & regimental and a battalion field
provliem, However, during the PO éu&lification stage, additional crew
training and iield firing had beea given. It must be smpnasized that
tuese two parts of auit training were by no mesns complete, but because
the personnel in general were cadre from activation, Army Specialized
{raining Program veterans, or transfers from the other arms and services,
they had taken maximum advantage of the minimum training. (18)

Compaany "H" sailed for the Buropean Theater on <D November 1944,
Daring the unit's trip overseas and daring the whirlwind staging pro-
cess in Marsaillés,'nbthing was said to the unit about its mission in
the theater, drom the lack of definite information it was dedaced that
the unit would be given training in an army area and thea ased as occu-
pation {line of communication) troops untli the remajnder of the Divi-
sion arrived. (19)

(17) &-2, p. 3; (18), (1%) R-6




g’pr/ﬁﬁ"sa

The purpose of this wonpgraph is to study the tactical training of
Compaay "H"™ in the combat zone., Thres examples of the training in a
gaiet sector will ve discussed, and the fourth example will show the
resalts of this training. ,%

When it arrived gverseas, Gampanyét" bacame & part of Task Force
Linden., This unit was composed of the 2&2¢4, R3Zd, sand 424 Infantry
regiments of tie 42d Division, & small provisioonal neadquarters, and
misgellaneous service aaits, On 24 Decemper 1944, Task force Linden
was ordered oy Seventh Army t0 relieve the 36th Division. The situation
aud dispositions of Seventh Amy and Task Force Linden at the comple-
tion of the relisf are showa on Map A. (20}

Seventh army was on & defensive mission, and on 29 Decemoer the
Army G-2 estimated the eanemy capabilities as shown on Map B. The Army
plan to counter these capabilities is shown on the same map as rhases
I, 1T, aud III, Phase I line wes to oe occupied oy 2400, 31 December,
1944, and the other lines in order. (21) On 2 January 1945, Task Force
iinden was attached tou the §9th Divizion. (R2Z)
GAIBSHIIM BRIDGEHZAD

GE i, SITUATLON

The 79th Division ordered several changee in dispositions of Task
Force Linden. The situaticn of 5 January on the 79th Division Zone is
shown ou Map C, (&3) |

When ths 2&2& Infantry moved to the sector shown on MapC, om 3
danuary, it was orderéd to leave the 2d 3attalion in the city of
Stresboarg antil relieved by the Frenah.‘ This relief was to be com-
pleted at 0600, 5 January. it this time the battallon was to close
ou tue regimental area lu the vicinity of Soultz sous Foretis.

The 24 3ettalion, £224 Infauntry, less Company "G" which was tne

N
regimental resarve, was defending a section of the citg{éacing the
Ehine River that is kxnowa as the "Island”, The battalion was in a
perimeter defense witn only the first platoon, Company "H" and one
(20} R-2, p. 143 (<1} H-l, p. 498499, 580-584; (22) -1, p B9&;

(23} B-1, p. H9R-DB9H.
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platoon of Company "#" actually occupying positions facing the Germans
acros2 the uhine Hiver. (24)

The battalion commander issued his orders to the oompanias about
1200, 5 January. Company "E" was to agsemble and move out immediately,
while Company "F*, the 2d platoon, mortar platoon and £oot elements of
the tirst platoon of Company "H" were to assemple &t the Battelion Com-
mand Post on battalion ordfr A3 soon as the French Advance party ar-
rived, The First Platbonéﬁaiés foot elements, was to remain on position
until aotually relieved by the French. It was then to proceed indepen-—
dently along the route indigated ror the other elements of the battalion
to La Vaentzenau., irom that point on, the rirst pilatoon leader was free
to pick nis own route,

The mission given the platoon leader was to meet the French at the
3attalion Command Post, conduct tiem on their reconnsissance, furpish
gaides if necgessary for the relieving elements, and show them the areas
the batualion had considered negessary to defend, His men were to be
relieved only after the French had physically placed men and actomatio
weapons on position, If the relisf was not completed by 2400, b Jan~
uary, tne platoon leader was to report thiz fact to an American rep-
regantative who woald be at the rFrench CF. Secondly, the route from
La Wantzenmu might be unsafe becsase of a report that heavy enemy
patrol action was taking place in thet area. The platoon lesder was
not to vecome involved in any action that would prevsat him from closing
in the regimental area with the greatest possible spsed, Company “H"
would leave him & guide in La Wantzeuau st a 3attalion Command Ppst of
the £32 Infantry that was reportedly there. In ease of unforseen dew
vslopments the platoon lsader was to back track to Strasbourg snd
report to tpe Advence {F of Task Force Linden which was in Haguensu. (25)

(&4} H-6; (&5) H~6.
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The platoon leader returned to his piateon, &ssenbled his leaders,
and organized the men who were to remein with him, The rsmsinder of
thie platoon was ordered to assemble with the company at the company
CP. The plateon sergeant was designated as the commander of tris group,
apd ne was told to request the company commander to leave either the
instrument corporal or messenger &t La Wantzenma. The twenty men who
were to go witn the platoon leader were tie syuad leadsr, gunner, as-
sistant guaner, end driver from esacn squad. In the platoon headguarters
vehlcle were to be the tramsportation corporal, the section leader of
the first section, and tune driver, (26}

The oprganization accomplished, the platoon leasder dispatcned the
men wWho were to lezve to the company command post. He then turned the
vlatoon over to the segtion leader of the first‘saction and reported
to tne Battalion Command Post to await the french Advance Party. He
was asle to learn pothing more of the situwation around la Wantzensu
prior to the departure of tie battalion., The French arrived about
1400, and the oattalion lerft spen thereaifter, The relief was acoom-
plisued py dark, and the first platoon moved out for La Wantzenau at

. f;}e;:*ﬁaaao.“"kl‘.%’bvm
e

BIGAT 5-6 Jai{udxy¥

at apout 1900 the platoon was in the outskirts of La Wantzsenau.
Thnere were several trucss parked along the side of the road, and the
platoon leader moved his five 3-~tons around them to continue into town.
48 Le cam® to the head of the column he heard someone siout his name,
zad when ne went bpack to Tind out what was up he ran into the company
commander who ordered him to pull intc a. courtyard off the road and
put his men into the house there. Then he was to report for instrugtions,
As he was accomplishing this task, he heard someone up the street say,
"Second Platoon i3 attached to Fox (ompany, Follow this road about

(26}, (&7}, R=b.
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1000 yards and yoa will {ind thqm". Tha voice he neard was that of
the 2d 3attalion Lxecutive Officer. (28)-

When he reported ror orders, the rirst platoon leader was oriented
by his battalion commander, "Ine enemy holds (ambsheim, Kilstett, and
an andeterminsd area between these two towns and Jeyershneim and Hosrdt.
His patrols are active all around us. Company "E® has been attached to
otuer units of the 232 and 242 Infantry someplace along the Gambsheim-
Weyersheim Hosd. Company " is attached to other companies of the 232
and is 1o the vicinity of Kilststt along the main road you jast came
in on. The sszcond platoon of Company "H" is attached to them., They
will attack sometims in the morning. I am tryisg to get permission to
attaoh you to Basy Company". {(29)

‘U&jﬁpﬂﬂr At teat time anotaer otfiger who lster turued out to be the com-

£

g‘”mander of Task Force A came up to them and said, "You are the platoon
leader who wag in Strasbourg? Good, I want yoa to patrol the rear area

from the railroad to the creek, contact all FPI aud (endarmes and
arrangse to have them patrol all back roads, cheok and segure allrisol—
N,  ated buildings with FI and have them secure any railroad bridges in

Q\; the area. Alsdp find the King Company Commander, Starr Jones, We have
& bad no word frow him or King Company since 1600. The rirst patrol will
proceed on foot and checik all bridges in the ares and as you find
bridges tinat will allow you t0, send out other patrols by motor. Keep
ap the patrolling all nilght. 1 think your battalion gommander oriented
yoa on a3 much &8s we xunow". (30]

The patirol routes, positions of troops, and order of battle, both
enemy and friendly at 1900 are shown on ilap D. However, that informatiom
was not avallable to the patrol leader at that time, and some of thé in-
formation on the enemy forces, the organization and gomposition of
friendly forces was learned somg months later. (31)

{z8), {29), (30}, 8-6; (31} in=-E, p. 1B; R-4, p.l&; KL-6.
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The platoon leader returned to the platoon and gave them the order
after a short map orientation. In order to nave the greatest numper of
rifles and carocines in the first patroi, the eight ammunition vearsers
of the first section, the platoon sergeant, and the sectlon leader of
the second section were chiosen to accompany the platoon leader. Two
men were designated as scouts, andé eagn other man was given a mission
of flaik or rear security and ooservation. The patrol moved out in
a squad column witia the three leaders moving in the center of the ¢o0l-
win, ia order, platoon leader, second section leadsr, and platoon
sorgeant.

The patrol nad traversed apout half of its route when it met
two #FL a;d s (Gendarms at 4. (32]) Tney were on their wey to report
t0 tie Task sor¢e i commander that they had accomplished their mission
as given to tue tirst piatoon leader, They had met no other American
Patfols, and nop enemy soldiers, The patrol ccntinued on its route and
at B met & patrol of Company L', £32d Infantry which was patroling
the area between the first platoon's route and the Rhins, They also had
gontacted no otier troops, had no information on Company "KM and had met
no enemy. The remainder of the route was cevered without incident.
This patrol terminated, and the platoon sergeant and the second section
leader organized the secoud patrol from the second sectiion, In view
of the negative resulits of the rirst patrol it was decidea to send this
one on foot Lo cover the same area. (33)

The time was now 2330, The first platvon leadser rsported to the
fask Force 4 Commaider and was told tc continue the patrols, that he
was uot to lead any of the others, but to make a reconnaissance of the
town and its approaches. Ne was not to move nortu of the last east

west street in town. Ee was also to use only one S~ton truck mounting

a machine gun on the patrois unless .the second patrol encountered the enemy.

(32) #FI - vrencih Forges of tue laterior, & semi-military french Militia
Organization; Gendarme - Freuch policeman. (32}, Reb.
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He was to be prepared to recommend positions at 0400 to protest all
approaches to the town from the WHorth, The third patrol and all others
were to be motorized and only one vehicle was to be used, (34)

The platoon leadsr relayed this information to the platoon ser-
geant and seation 1eadars.1u%ﬁg;;~persons toock over the Job of running
the patrols. The piatoon leader and his messenger progeeded on recon-
naissance, covering the town from the railroad crossing in the north-
west cornar of town to the emst on the last street. Avout hall way
across the town, Le met elements of Cannon Company, 2324 Infantry, but
ne could not contact any of the officers of the company. JFrom the gaards
in the (annon Company area se learped that the ground in the nortuern
edge of town extending to dilstett was very flat and devoid of cover.

In the eastern sector of the town he rax into memvers of "L" Company
who confirmed tiiis fact., He then returned to his (P where the company
comesider told him that ne was to report to the Commanding Officer of
tne £32d Infantry at 3500. A hasty check revealed that excopt for the
four men on the motorized patrol, the platoon was getting some sleep and
all would be available for duty soom after 0500, (3b)

The reconnslssance had revesled that the town could be covered
from positions along the railroad envankment to the northwest, north,
and northeast. From positions on the other side of the town, the eastern
section could ve covered. 4is & resalt ne plauned o use a sectioﬁ to
block the railroad and road in the northwest, and a section in the northe
gast tip of town could extend this protection. all mea would be required
to secure the gua positions and patrol tie areas vetween since it was
not known how sany rirlemen, if aany, were in the area., That plan seemed
satisfactory if daylight conifirmed the groand and map recoanalssance. (36)

6 JadJaxy

At 0500, 6 January the platoon leader reported to tne Hegimental

Comseader, £32d Lufantry. At toat time he was orougnt up to date on

(34}, (3B}, (36}, -6
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the situstion and told that Task sforce A was to attack at 2600 ifrom
preseat positions to seize Gambsheim, The first platoon, "H" Company
was to ve t;e nucleus of a reserve hs hoped to collect, and it was to
protect the northern edge of town from any enemy that slipped out of
Gampsnelm under the pressare of the attacx. Sings Task #Force 3 was
attacging then, it was e¢xpected that some enemy would try o drift
Southwest. IEnemy armor was active. The defense would be coordinated
wita Cexmon Company. The tentative plan 0f the platoon leader.that
nad beeu relayed to him from Task rorge A was approved. PFositions werse
to be reported after they had been gonfirmed by daylight reconnaissance, (37)
Tne platoon ieader assembled the platoon and explained the tenta-
tive plan. Then ne ordered the first section to occupy those positions
in the northwest edge of town nesr the crossing of the railroad ard main
road with e mission of covering irom the west to tne northeast, The
second sectlon was to occupy the buildings in the northeast section of
town covering a sector fron the east to the nortawest. At daylight'each
section leader was to coordiﬁate with ths trogps in the area, particularly
any of the Cannon Company gun sections, and they were to fuaralsh their
own segarity so that thney would have a atroag point protected by the
rifles organic in the section, |
Daylight confirmed the areas with & few changses in section position
gflaﬂd gun positions until they were disposed inm the arsas as shown. 3y
i‘jk this time Carmon Company's Commasder nhad been contscted, and the .50
A caliver machine guns nhe had protecting Lis position were tied in with

the Company "H" strongpoints. The platoon lesders CP was as shown,

uap D. (38)

Wnen tue platoon leader raported to the 2324 Commander, his posi-
tions were approved, and he was direcied to nave the road blogk in the
first section area stop all venicles, dismount all individusls, and

{37}, {88}, 2-6
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maike tnem identify themselves., When tuls information was relayed to the
platoons, the platoon lemder was to recosnoiter the area from the Iirst
canal west oi town along the Hoerdt road east to the end of the rail-
road Spur. In tnis area he was to pick positions to meet any attack
that might come aloug from tuhe northeast, and be prepared to move his
platoon 1o any toreatened area. If and when the time came he would also
have avallable tor his defense any stragglers aad nomessential (P per-

sonnel. However that numpber would provably be no more then twenty to

thirty mem, and 0o anti-tank weapons other than 2.36 inch rocket laanchers

would be available. #inally, the platoon was to be prepared to riove to
the vieinity of Weyersuneim on order for the same mission as it had at
La Weaatzenau, but reconnaissance west of the first canal and in the
vicinity of Jeyersheim was prohibited. (39) |

The platoon leader asxzed to have a wire line strung to his
CF, and the hRegimental Commaader agreed to have this done by Canuon
Company. after informing the segimental Commander of his proposed
roate of reconnsissance, the piatoon leader left for his CP.

At the platoon (P the platoon leader informed his subordinates
of the orders, and set out on fuot with his messenger on refonnais-—
sance. The reconusissance was completed by 1500 and the Hegimental
Commander approved the platoon leader's plaﬁ &8 shown on Map D. The
platoon leader was informed that the attacks of that day had failed,
and that defensive positions of the night vefore were being pccapied
until the French could relisve all units souath of Kilstett. (40)

At qusk (1730} tie platoon leader received an order to proceed
to Weyersheim, and by 1745 ne had the platoon assembléd and on its
way. All members of the platoon were moving on organic transportation.
As they approached the bridge over the first ganal on the Hoerdt road
the platoon leadsr was overtaken by & messenger and iaformed that he
{39}, {40}, iH~-6.
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wa8 to ogcupy positions that hic had previously reconnoitered betwesn the
canal and the Kilstett road to protect the withdrawl of Easy and Fox
Companies of the 2224 Infantry. , They were expected to ¢lose in his area 3
by 2400. The positions were occupled, and at 0130 both companies had
passed through his lines and assembled in billets within La Wantzenau.

4t 0200 he was ordered to withdraw nis platoon to the area occupied
during the night of 5-6 Jaguary. (41) |

The morning of 7 January the 2d Battalion, R22d Iniantry assembled,

and they moved out ou Army transportation for Soultz about 1300, (42)

Daring the time that passed while the first platoon was waiting for
the order to move out, some time wes spent guestioning officers and men
of the second platoon, iasy, and Fox Companies. It was from these psople
that several things were learned that was hoped ocould be put into effect.

From the second platoon, we learned that they had Joined up with
fox Company during the niggt of 5-6 January about halfway up the road to
kilstett., The platoon leader was told to Jjoin the weapons platoon of
the company. He was told nothing of the first attack until he heard
aboat it from the weapons platoon leadsr at 0545, 6 January. when he re-
ported to the Company "¢ Commander, the second platoon leader learned
that he was to stay with the weapons platoon leader for the attack singe
he could make no reconnaissance., ior "' Company, this attack never got
off because otner elements of Task Force A were stopped just across the
line of departure by intense a:itillery and small arms fire. Tune lsad
alaments withdrew, and another attack was scheduled for 1200, At this
time "F" Company was to be one of the lead companies. Again the segond
platoon was not given a mission, but this time the secoud platoon leader
bad plans to support the attack., Agein he was tarned down on the grdunds

tnat nis nelp would not be neaded. Then he tried to show the "#" Company

Gommander that it would be safe to rire overhead from his position to
(41}, (42}, R-6,
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Gambsneim, he was told that under no circumstances was he to fire, The

second attack alse failed, aud it was the opinion of the seccnd platoon
«V leader that he might have helped it succeed, or that at least forty
}{; casualties suffered by "#" Company might have been lessened if they had
¢ \ _had the cover offered by the fire of his platoon, (43)

J\?! \f/ The Hasy Company Commander had a different story. He sald that
@g}f woile he could have used machine guns to advantage, he did not think

Y }‘ that teey would bave enabled him to stay in Gamosheim longer. However,

t{ ~ their support would have lessensd the casualtied, and made it easier to

\;’(' Jf break contact when that had to be dome. (44)
“}\fﬂ \ ANALYSIS AND CRITICISH, GALMBSHEIY

? \(f In this eangagement, the first platoon had been given several mis-
%‘ sions; bholding the "Islapd” in Strasbourg with twenty men wmtil re-

lieved by tihe Ffrench, making an independent motor march during blacke
* out, rear area security and patrols, organiziang eand defending a sector
of Z{O0 yards with no support exgept troops who would fight if and when
an attack was emminent. Protecting a nignt withdrawal of troops with
ilok no gontact was available to the platoon,.
Throughout the accomplisiment of these missiouns, the platoon
A ﬁl*)leadar{ had 1little or no in:t'ox?mﬂ.tion of friendly or ensmy troops iz the
(l area, Communication with any friendly unit was with messenger until
about noen on & Jenuary, Much of the information secured was by actual
reconnaissance of the friendly sres.
Daring the whole engagement period the piatoon had to work with
L pabA gluegh
strange units, even though tney were from the same parent division. It
was 1ot until after the whole engagement was over, and men in the other
companles contacted that they realized that the(whols thing)wns a gigan-

tic makeshift affair that lacked all except vasic coordination.

(43), (44), i~6 and F-7.
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All oY the missioms assigned to the platoon indicated that they
were belng required to perform missions that normslly would recuire a
reinforced rifle company. The concensus of opinion among the men and
orficers was that the job would not have been quite s¢ difficult had

they had four ur five additional msachine guns to strengthen their posi-

’ tion. In particular whan it was realized that durisg the night of
\if 5-6 January that the rirst macaine gun platoon would have gone into
sg action minus the key members of the squad on patrol, and with only three
gans it was dédaq#ed that in the future at least six machine guns of

® various types should be available to the platoon., The reports of enemy

1 lignt reconnaissance vehicles gave confirmation to the belief that one
j?g 59 of these guns should have been = geliver .50 maghine gun with a ground

jﬁ% mount and a pedestal mount for e platoon vehicle.

The apparent misusderstanding end lack of goordination in the second

%ff platoon and "f" Company made all the men in the first platoon resolve
ﬁ/ that tney would prove to the riflemen of the battalion that they were

capable of giviug contianuous support in a situation where tne rifle

companies distrusted them.

Tne mumber of missions assigned aud accomplished gave the key mémp
bers of the platoon sxzperience in management, and confirmed the idea
that when employed conventionally, at least a part of the platoon could

? be trained even wnen the rest of the platoom was in positioms facing the
enemy. However, all agreed that when an attack was imminent, all men

would ve regaired to perform the required fire support.

BSESONS LiARTS

l., Information of the easmy and friendly troopg is essential in
order to make intelligent decisions.
2, Communication between unitg is wvital to secure information.

3. Proper managemeut can make men available to accomplish many

missions in an emergency. However, the men who are trying ta acoomplish
i)

these missions must have proper equipment. |
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4. Liflemen and rifle unit leaders &id not appreciate the support
lthat machine gun unity coald give them.
“1 5. Reovunaissance at night can ve sccurate provided maps of the
’
area are also accurate.
DEFENSE OF BOHWIT GHA JSEN
ﬁjF Tne 7%9th Division plan for Phese ]I defanse liﬁs is shown on Map C. Qa*l-
Y The 2Z2d Infantry plan is also shown 611 this map. (46) }.Lw-‘ M Jlad ?“6 '
The 2d Battalion feceived the regimental plan on 15 January. The
battalion's dispositions are shown on Map B, When he received this plan,
the battallon commander assembled the heavy weapons company ¢ommander
and the tirsiy platoon ieader of "H" Company, and t@ey proceedsd on a
~Teconnalssaince of tne proposed area. Tentative plans were made for the
vﬁnoccupation 0f the battalion derense seotor, and the platoon leader was
}P directed to gontiaue the support of "g" Company With the least amoumt of
iS%ﬁ men, and to continue the organizetionm of the Schweslghausen arsa by pin-
poiating machine gun peositions for all machine gums in the battalion.
He was not to withdraw his troops from their present poesitions to dig
‘Sﬁ;;f’ emplacements, but he would be allowed to tske all ssction leadsers to
thelir position and show them the plan for the sutomatic weapons support

of the battalion. (46)

éyﬁsl This mission posed a proolem. Through the battalion S-4, tha
‘

§?§latoon had succeeded in getting four additional heavy mschine guna and
}y’ }‘ eight ¢aliber .50 guns, aither throuzh battle salvege or requisition,

Qﬁ They had also received enough telephone equipment to have a wire natk»iui
includt&g,every gam. At tnat time six of the fiffies were employed with
gt Company. Careful cogrdination with tne company commander of that
company allowed the piatoon leader to cut his detachment there to 15
men, These men were rotated daily so that tue men not in line, imcluding

the drivers, qould be given mochenical training with the guns not in use.

(45) A-1, p. 613; (46) R-6.



Thus, every section and squad leader was taken on at least one reconnais-
sance of the Schwelghausen areas he was (o odoupy. . The plan that was
finally approved is shown on Map E.

WITHDAAWAL, 20 JANUARY Aug‘“ﬁ

At 1200, 20 January, the order was given to withdrawm000 that
day. Fositions on the MLR were to be complete with wire st 2400, 21
January., The 36th Division was oovering the withdrawal after contagt
had been broken. 3Because it was expected that the enemy might follow
ap the withdrawal very quickly, the first platoon of "H" company was
%o infiltrate the day's relier at 1600, and commence its ocoupation of
the Schweighausen area &s 800n a§ it could move thers, The platoon waa
not to occupy its positions on the LLR, but it was to set up road blooks
at two seoondary bridges in the battalion zone, Map E (47)

At 1300 it bagan to smow quite heavily, but for the first platoon
it was an t.umxpe::'l:e%vtfu.';"“z‘:t begsuse the relief was accomplished speedily
withouat being discovered oy the snemy who ha;d & habit of throwing quite
heavy artillery concentrations during the relief period. While the
rolief was peing carried out, the platoon leadsr made arrangements withA 7
tue "“G" Company commander for the withdrawal of the .50 caliber guns and
the men manning them. (48)

Dariness Wa s at 1730, and at that time the first platoon left for
SohwaighaasenMe stor;n was S0 pad by this time that control of even
five vehniocles was almost an impossipility. It was necessary to stop
at each crogsroad and dismount to che::k@ﬁ%a vehicles were still
in convoy. At 2100 the platoon arrived in Schwelghsusen and by 2200
they had occupied the road block positions shown on kMap E. These poai-
tipns were occupied until 1000, 21 January when all elements of the
battelion oclosed in Schweighausen, When a check was taken of the first
platoon, howsver it was learned that only eight of the fifteen men had

(47) R-6; (48} B-7.
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arrived. "u¢" Company had not notified the men of the withdrawal of the
rifiemen until the rifle troops had assembled. They had had to deatroy
the six guns and ammunition on position. The other seven men arrived
late in the afternoon. (49)

URGANIZATICON 2124 Jall JARY

The positions were bpco¢upied and daé in for the rest of the day.
Zach position that was not in & stone house was dug in with two feet of
tamped earth put overhead to protegt from artillery barsts. While the _yqﬂﬂt'
j} platoon mempers were preparisg the positions, the platoon 1eada;$;n-

ﬂg}{Spectad the UPLK to determine if machine guns could be used on it. 3Be-
hY

i?

aqg&use ot dense woods in the arsa, it was decided that it would be ex-

tremely difficuit to do this, and that the rifle companies who Were

ey

outposting would use their organic light guans and aatomstic riéfles on
this line.

The positions were gompietely dug in, wire communication strung,
and sprunition on position by darkness, 21 Januwary. Barly in the moraing

dariness of 23 January much activity was heard around the factory which

faced the first platoon position, and about 0800 the OFLR began to arrive
back at the iLB. Their reports indicated that the enemy's advance

guard was closing in and securing assembly areas in the woods just be-
yond the rajilroad. 4t 0400, all remaining bridges over the Hoder were
blown, {50])

Now that the OrLR in the 24 3attalion sector hed been driven in, &
new evalustion of the terrain in the pattalion area was in order. The
defeuse nad beea set up on the south bank of the Moder River which at
this point was nothing more than a meandéring stream, avout fifty feet
wide, However, through the lack of trees in a space &bouat two hundred
yards wide, it was assumed tuat atflood stage the river was from gne

hundred fifty to two hundred yards wide. 3ecause or this, the MLE
ran along the edge of the woods ia tne "E" Company sector, aand along
(49) H~6 and i-7; {(B0) H-6, k=7 and k=D, P 19
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the northern segtor of town in "F" Company's sector., The factory on the

\ norti side of the river, and the cross roads near there were considersd

eritical to both sides. However, the engmy infantry duaring the night
had moved in pehind the:," and themn ’although tuey had covered routes
of withdrawal ﬁ::khnabla to maintain their positions in the factory and
Louse by the orosarcads. Now, the enemy had an ideal assembly area.

Tne results of this anslysis showed that the large stone house
that dominated the approaches to town irom the factory should be heévily
fortified with machine guns snd riflemen. This mission was given to the
platoon ieader of the first platoon. He put two heavy machine guns and
one .50 cea&liber machine gun there, Two sguads from “FY Company were in
support. (51}

At 1200, the organization of the strong point began, and at 1400
it was learned that an attack by the 25 fgﬁzar Grenidiers was to be
expected at 1500, This attack did not materielize, but the buildup in
the factory area gontinued as enemy artillery rell in the town. 3e-
cause there ned been no knowiedge of Yhe enemy singe the withdrawal
of the OrLi, a reinforoed platoon of AFY Company was to make & combat
patrol of the fagtory area, and if poésiblq, resstablish the factory
area, as an outpost. (52) U}Q;tfay;&,r

The platoon was to proceed along the route shown on kap E. Machine
gun support wee arranged for the raid as follows: the right section was
to fire along the left flauk of the patrol as it proceeded across the
open ground into the woods, and along the railroads to the factory; the
taree guns in the strong point were to fire along the front and right
flank of the platoon until the factory masked the view of the guns, then
the platoon was to concentrate its fire on the south end of the factory,
the road, and the hoase opposite the factory. If the patrol was forced
to withdraw it was to signal with & white star cluster and withdraw down

{61}, (&2), i#-6 and R-7




the road into the stromg point. Daring a withdrawsl, the supporting
weapons would congentrate fire on located enemy weapons., (53}

At 1600, tie patrol Jjumped off, The plan worked without ingident
uatil about 1700 when the white star cluster went up. The withdrawal
was accomplished without incident, During the withdrawal the machine
guaners had a field day witih from eight to ten enemy machine guna
which opened up from along the railroad embankment. The gunners thought
they probably were the same macihine guns that they had neutralized
during the ianitial stages of the raid, but the patrol leader reported
that the effect of tne machine guns had been devastating, and that they

found many enemy dead when they ontered that area. Zvery man was

very favorably impressed with the effact of machine gun support, so
muach so that when routine patrols eancountered trouble during the rest
of the build-up by the enemy, they would call tor and get machine gun
support. (54)

The defense showan on Liap & was complete. During the night of
cO-Z4 Junuary, the Anti-tank FPlatoon of Battalion Headguarters Company
lzid & small minerield opposite the strong point. A1l day on 24 January
tie build-up continwed, and nﬁr proving patrols met increased resis-
tauce., Often 1t Was necgessary to use machine gung in gositions aloug
the northern edge of town to cover withdrawals across the open ground
between the town and the woods. These guns were fired from alternate
or supplementary positions within houses or dug in at the base of the
nouses. Dnemy artillery becsme more fregquent, and although it did
not hamper movement, its intensity wes increasing.

During that same day, the Battalion S5-4 made another heavy .30
machine gun available to the first platoon. The platoon leader then
pro¢esded to reorganize the platoon by putting two men on eash gun

{63), (54), K-6 and R-7.




and using = section and squad leadsr to control the guns. The remaining
members of the piatoon were put in reserve in the scuthern edge of town.
The plan was to have these men get more mechanical training on the gums.
Laon msn was to ve on the LK one day and rest one day. Tne men in
reserve patrolled tue rosds to Chlungen and Neubouarg to msintain rear
area security. In case of & direct asssult on the town, tney wera to
occapy tiie positions showa and cover the witudrawal of tne rest of the
platoon and the riflemesn in town, Aiso they planned to ocCupy posi-
tions in the western edge of town on which aay stragglers could rally
daring an attack., The situstion did aot chanpe duriug the day of thg
£4th of January, During ths whole time thus far, the enemy had not
sent out proviug patrols to proove the first platoon and "# Company's
sector., OThere had veen some patroliing in the "u Company sector, buat
tne waghine guns and riflemen had taken care of them. (55)
DHn (MY AT CACK

At 1800, the enemy tarned lopse all the artillery that he had in
the sector on Schweighausen., The wgather wag bad, snd snow flurries
were falling. At 1900, after ciecking the men in reserve, the platoon
leader made his way to the stroag point, While he was reporting to
uals company, his wire line went: out. After checking gun positions, he
found tnat a&ll lines were oat, H0 amoant of srtillery or small arms g
fire could preveat his ocntrol over the right gun section and the stroug
point, but he would pe ucable to comtrol the leit section without wire.
19 rectiry this sitaaﬁiun, Le sent the ;ectiun leader wiho was with him
at the strong poiat to the Company.GP for wire communicetion, and also
0 notify tne Compuny commander th&t communication would temporarily have
to be by radio. He also reguested tnat tie left section be wired in
direot witn the company as a fairly well covered wire roate existed., (56)
(65}, =1, pa 619; F=2, p, RE6-27; Rebs ii=Te

{68), BR-6 and R-7.
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at 1930 when the scetion leader left, artillery fire becems extremely
intense, ceateriag on the strong point and in the northern seetion of
town. At 2000, tue signal to ¥ire #PL's in Jasy Company's sector weat
up, and the artillery ceatered on the town itself. The platoon leader
by that time had given up tue s2ction leadsr, and he tried to contact
tne company by radio. lach time tne radio was opened for transmission,
a heavy concentration came dowo on the stroung point, aund recseption was
impossivle becsuse of interrerence, 7The platoon leader alerted all
haads, and settled down to await the attack, (57)

At 2400, according to the scund and direction of firing, the pia-
toon leader juadzed the eunemy had broken into tihe town. He theun dis-
posed the rifiemen, covering tne strong point in all directions. (58)

about 0030, an extended five minute coucentration on the strong
point broaght everyone to bis feet...Looking out into the darkness, they
Baw & £roup 0f enemy in white camouflage and battle formation &pproach-
ing the mine fleld. 7The first tea or twelve manlconxinued into the
ming field and started probing, and the otners topk up positioms om
sitner side of the road to protect them, The platoon lsader ordered all
men who coula pick up targets to open fire, and he directed tuat only
the 50 caliver mscnine would fire, The ifirst burst of the fifty got
all of those in the wine rield, aud then turned to thoss along the rosd,
A number of enemy rell, but the rest escaped under the protectioa of the
shadows of the factory wall. ADout that time & messenger got through
from the company snd reporfsd that Dasy Company and part of Fox Ccmpsny
had been driven in. The platoon 1aa&er was to continue to hold the
strong point. fdhe left gun segtion had been withdrawn to the northwest
corner of uvowan,

About O230, the small arms fire t¢ his rear warned the platoon
leader that he ﬁight be attaczed from the rear so he tursed the auto-
matic firles and cne machine gan on the rignt Bsad side of the strong

(67), d-6 and &-7; (58), H-6.



point in tuis direction. No on® was to fire at auypne approaching until
ne was challenged. While he was doing this, enemy artillery again laid
down « ten minute congentration on trie strong point, and when it lifted,
the men in the strong point discovered that the enemy had found a path
tarough the minefield, and that they were about rifty feet away irom the
strong poing. All s opeunsd up, and aifter a fire fight of about
twenty minates, the enemy again withdrew, This time tney withdrew under
artillery and diregt fire of self-propellsd artillery, (59)

fhe small arms fire intensitied to the rear, and many of the maen
in the strong point wanted to withdraw because the houses which com-
prised tae strong point were gradually disintegrating under the artilléry
fire, Zhe piatoon leader decided that as long as they had bassments
for protection, and as long a&s the ensmy did unot come undsr the fire of
the reserve section to the rear that he could not withdraw, He belleved
tnat a daylight withdrawal, if wecessary, could be accomplished in an
orderly fashion ander tne cover of alleys and courtyards.

Zxeept tor artiller, fire, the rest of tue uight passed witaoat
iagident, The small arms fire tg the rear ceased, and at dayligiat,
slthougnh & pacticularly heavelartillery conceantratioa fell, the strong
point was not attacked, At U700 when daylight arrived, the platoon
leader turned the gun that nad oveen facing the rear to the front, and
ordered all machine guns to fire on all targets that moved along the
railroad to the west of the factory. Until 0900, this fire was quite
sffective because the gaemy had been sending columms of troops down the
railroad to ths west, About that time, the enemy cemsed this practice,
and only an occaslonal group of enemy coulid be sean. At 1000 the
Strong point was ordered to withdraw! / This was accompiished in good
order without interference from the enemy. (60)

At the Company CP the platoon leader was oriented on what had nap-
pened. Iasy Company had been overrun, and with it, much of the second
(b9}, {6Q), n-6s

Z8



platoon had gone. Waen he bad oollected the remainder of his platoon,
and what stragelers he could gathner, the seooud platoon leader had
attempted to reestanlishk the KIR, This effort hed failed, and all

bt four persons in the attacik had béen gither willed, wounded, or were
missing. The reserve section of the first platoon had held the north-
western sdge of town until sbout 2400 when they had beea driven tack to
the CF area for lack of rifle support, and finally the first platoen
drivers had organized & motorized raid that went as far as tne socathwsst-
era edge of town, where £or nalt an hour ti®y engaged the eneny in a
fisrce fire fight enabling part of Fox Comgany to withdraw withia the
How Company pecimeter. (61)

A gquigk count of noses revealed that tﬁ!’ Gbmpany had fifty of its
machine gun personnel, and its mortar platoon intact, and that they held
the gresatest part of the town. Accompanying them were about thirty
shaken memoers of Ffox and Basy Compsnies. 'When the first platcon lsader
recommended against leaving the strong point unmanned, the company COme-
mander agreed to let him return there with six men., Those 8ix men were
to man two heavy ,30 caliber machine guns and a .50 caliber machine gum. (62)

The strong point was reocgupied at 1145, and aboat that time a mas-
senger arrived from the compuny commander stating that another attack wes
developing in the northwest corner in town. Tne platoon lesder could see an
enemy column myving aleng the trail in the hook of woods opposite ais pla-
toon., He took those enemy under flapking fire ifrom the reariiyﬁgr those
in the strong point it ﬁas like snooting ducks in & warrel, bat after
Iiring two oelts from eagn gun, the enemy opensed up with a self propelled
gun and that tims they had tae target pinpointed. fThe result was that‘ﬁhe
platoon leader was blown down by the blast, and four of tne men were
wounded, Two of tng three guns were disapled. The platovon leader sent
one maq witn the four wounded in the ammunition jeep to the battalion aid
(61), #~6; (68, B-6 sad H~7;
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station in Ohlungen. With the remaining man, he took the self propelled
!

gan under fire. However by stopping the deadly fire, the (erman gun was

satisfled with its mission and withdrew, The platoon leader called the

Comapny Commander on the radio to report what had happened, and the pla-

toon leader was ordered to withdraw. (63)

lhe perimeter was gtrengthened, and the roserve positions ocuupied.

3y tuab time it was daduced oy reports from straggling riflemen and the

platoon leaders lkmowledge of tne situmtion that the ecaemy held the area
showia On lap ¥. Tnis dedaction was surprisingly correct in view qf the
fact that there had bee. no communication with battalion in Ohlungen. (64)

sbout 1400, ovattalion wag contacted oo the radio, and tuey repurtad
tiaat tne wounded thal nad oeen sent taroagh had arrived aund tuat two vehic;
leg tnat had been carrying the wounded had Deen sent back with more am-
manition, parviocularly the bazooka type. "H" Compaay was ordered to hold
all crossroads within tae towa as the enemy was confined to the wooded
areas, Thney were also aotified that a counterattack was underway to
relieve tnem, (65)

By 1900, &b Januery, the counterattagk proceeded c¢lose enocugh to
allow tne rest of Fox Company to infiltrate into town. The first platoon
received ritflemen from the company commander to form strong points around
the positioms of tue macuine guns, Tne platoon theu reogcupied its waolie
sectios of the Lid and instituded pauirols Lo comnect these strong points,
do contact was made duriag tne night, and after the counterattac< restored
ne LLA in tne zasy Company sector at 1200, 26 January, the rest of the

secoud battalion sector passed to tie goatrol of tue 2324 lafantry. (66)

SOHWIT GEA US N

#ollowing the same routine as that at CGswbsheim, the first platoon
discusged tie aCtion witnh the second platoon. Two factors were present

in their situation as it developed on the evening of 2420 Janusry. rirst,

' — the staggered feeding plaﬁ:‘arranged vetween the platoon leader of the

(63}, (64), (6B}, R-6; (B66), H-2, p. 50-81, H-6 aad E-7.
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geoond platoon snd the Hasy Company commander, caused tise men from "I
Company 0 be out of their foxholes returning from chow at the time the. .
artillery would olt at 2000, Those men who did not get back into their
holes were killed or seriously wounded, and the intensity of the fire was
such that it was imvossiple for the riflemen in other nearpy positions to
f£ill in around the machine guns to give the close-in protection needed.
Segond, when the enemy infantry started across the open ground, the maghine
guns took & ve?y neavy toll, and twice they sugceeded in beating of £ the
attack, The third rush carried enough enemy across the river to infil-
trate back of the guus so that during the intervals of putting in new belts,
they could gét close etough to throw hand grenwdes into the gun emplace-
ments, Dven this ¢id net cause all four guns to &0 out of action as am-
munition bearers snd riflemen that were near filled in for wounded or dead
gunpars. The final coﬁtribating cause was the gun stoppages that the re-
plagements could nov redace., The net resulf was that all foar gans wers
captured or destroyed on position. One ractor that the second platoon
personnel r@pbrted was the inability for the assistant gunner to keep tne
enemy away from the gun Guring & stoppage reduction. They felt that an
automatic weapon of some sort for close-in protection was needed. (67)
On 27 January, tue first platoon leader was dirscted to taks over ¢ommand
of the second platoon in aadition to the Iirst platoon. The two platoons
at that time figuﬁ%ﬁ?ti@ resalts of the battle were thirty msu killed,
wounded, and captured; five guns destroyed, and an unknown toll of eaemy
dead. a4 l&ter couat in the £d Battalion area revealed some aight hundred
gnemy dead, and the two mmchbiane gun plafuons were given credit for a great
number of that total. (6B)
ATALYSIS AND CiIRICISk, SCHWEIGHAUSEN

The defense of the 2d Battaliﬁn &Ia% ha& had adeguate planning time.
The second platoon of "H" Company had veen in the most dangerous ares
(87), b-6; (88), H=&, pe. 03, aad H-6,
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tfrom the standpoint of automatic weapons since they were reguired to om-
place thelr weapons in a thickly wooded srea, This reguired every man to
be on the gun poaitions duriag alert periods., Secsause prior experiegnce
wWith artillery fire Lad veen in opeu aresas, it was considered that the
woods, in additlon to giving concealment, would give at least enough
covar from artillery fire to move to alteraats or supplementary positions,
. Although their emplacements gave adequate cover from artillery fire, they
did not sllow gunners and their assistants adeguats freedom of movement,
particularly when the riflemsa protecting them could not close in to aid
the guas until the sertillery had lifted and the enemy assaultl was launched,
Finally, there was not adeguate protection to Lhe rear to securs the guns
when stopoages cccarred, aad stoppages could be expected when guns had
veon exposed to the elemeats for a week's tina,

Un the other lund, in the {irst platoon area, stoune misonry buildings
pifered adequate cover and concealment, and even dirsct self-propelled
artillery fire coudd uot dislodge & ddtermined delfender, The cover within
the town allowed the first piatoon some ifreedom of ﬁovement, and thus it
could afford to nave some of its men in a reserve position addiang to the
depth of the defense.

A revalustioa of the terrain in the first platoon area allowed the
defense to nold & position that might have veen extremely seasitive, had
the spemy infiltrated duaring tnhe night into the unoccupied houses Jjut-
ting out to the north at the blown bridge site. This position was ex-
tremely valuaple during daylight hours on the 26th or Januasry becauss
it forced snemy groups, moving to reinforce the penetration in the line,
to come under intense rire and to suffer casuslties irom effective
enfillade fire from tihe rear.

e reserve positions of the first platoon were especially valuable
in limiting tie ecemy penetration into the town, and the training orf all
tne persoaael, iacluding drivers ln tne piatoon, in the smployment of
maciine guns paid oif, parvicalarly when the drivers of the platoon

took ap thelr positions in the soutiwest corner of town sud held them
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in tihe dbsence of iastructions.

8, Comtnunication dirficulties can be overcome under tne most adverse
gonditicns only vy & thorough briefing of each man and nis assigment te
8 definite mission. Thea the man cé.n intelligently carry (Jna in the

-
abseace 0f contact?;gith the leader who usually gives him orders.

Y, OStone masonry buildings offer excellent cover whén used properly.

D2 BHSE OF WINUGEN

Tasi Force Linden was relieved from its pnsitions on the [loder Hiver
on 27 January., It was scneduled for army hqserve to receive intensive
nit training, and to reiuvrm with tue other elements of the 424 Division
wip were tuen in itke Seventh Army Area.
Tue £4 3attalion of tihe 2&2d Infantry condacted intensive umit train-
ing in order to indoctrinate its many replacements. During the period
from 27 January to 16 revruary, the mscfiine gun piatoons'of "H" Company
received some 30 replacements, and couducted an intemsive period of frain-
ing which included range firing, field firing, and firing in support of
rifle troops in their field firing problems. Lvery man was giyen training
in the mechanics of the heavy aad lignt .30 caliver machine guns and taoe Uyﬁég
250 caliber macnine guns. In aceordance with the reccmmendations of the ¢;$’ B
| platdon leader, each squad was equipped with two ThompsonISub—machine gung.
Ixtensive training was gonducted with this weapon. (69)

ARLIZE OF 40TH DIVISTION

§§ Cn 15 rebruary an order was recsived to relieve the anits vf the 48th
; + Division, Division #isld Orders snd Opsration Instructions were vary ex-
5 A v
o
ﬁg;;k plicit on the relief, Ths 222d Infantry was to relieve the elements of
;&" - ‘

&&ie tihe 179th lufantry, sud other uanits were to relieve units of the 46th Di-
ﬂﬁ’ éq {3* vision ian their zone as shown on Hap Ge {70}
This relief was accomplished without incident, snd on 19 Pebruaary,

the 222d Iufsutry was employed in Wingenm with its battalions on line in

the followlng order from east to west; 3st Battalion, 2nd 3attalion, and

(69}, H-7 and R-7: (70), &4-3, OI No. 1, 14 seR 45; FO No. 1, 15 Feb 45;
oI Ho. 2, 14 seb 45; OI Ko, 3, 16 Jeb 45,
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Srd sattalion., The 2nd Battalion had placed "IE" and "(GY Companies on
iine, and three sections fram the mackine gun platoons. This was in
accordance with the details of the reliei order which stated that the opat-
talion w#s to relieve the elaementsz of the 24 Battalion, 17%th infantry,
on & man for man, gum for gun basis. The battallon was to take over tne
missions of the 17%th elsmants, and no changes were t0 be made until after
20 February. The positions oecupied by tune machine gun pls&toons, "H" Com-
pany are shown on Meap H. The disposition of the battalion is &1so.shown. {71)

Deusoly wooded terrain was apgirent in the zone ocgcupied by the machine
gun platoons in tke soathern portion of the Hardt or Low Vosges Mouatains,
The positions generally were along high ground, aszd the terrain ran fairly
level ior a few handred yards toward the enemy, then it sloped steeply
dowaward for from seventy iive to oane hundred feet to a narrow cleared vel-
ley floor. The valley was Irom fifty to two hundred yards wide with a
good road and a small mountain stream, At the eud oi tne level valley
floor the ground rose steeply for about the same height as on tue friend-
ly side, and the enemy was {irmly eatrenched on this nigh ground. The
arpa was cut by mahy small maie and foot trails which were wide enough to
hgld a4 jeep, butlspring thaws made the roads difficult to use.

From the elements of the 17%th Infantry, information was gained
about the enemy and the minefields shown on Map He (Note: Trails fol-
low riage and stream lines). <rom them, it was also learned that although
the battalion in tiat area was opposed oy elements of the Sixth Moantain
35 Division, they were very gulet except for occasional patrﬁls wihich ran
along the valley floor ianto the "G" Company ssctor.

it was not necessary materially to change the dispositions that the
machine gun platoons had taken over from the 179%th men., However, emplace-
ments were enlarged, tields of fire c¢leared a little more, and all-round
protection to gan crews coordinated with the riflemen in the area, {72)

{71}, £~3, OL §o. i, 14 reb 45y 20 Ho. 1, 15 redb 45; OI No. &, 14 deb 45;
Ol sive B, 16 eb 45, (72); R~6 and R-7.
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To all iantents and purposes, this area looked like the quiet sector
that had been rumored for the men of the machine gun platoons for some
. . . E&’u e Artprns -
time. However, the platoon leader ddgided” that this was the time to con-
tinue the field firing, and iandoetrinstioa of the rifle elements of the
battalion to tie sapport that could be expected from machine guns.

SISLD STRTNG

4 reconneissance for a position that included observation and fields
of fire that would support a field firing problem was started., iinile
searching for sach & position, the platoon leader rfound an old rock wall
witi & dirt platform some ten feet wide, and a cave behind it., After
carefully cunecking the position and its rpates of epproach, thre platoon
leader requested permission to dig in & .50 ¢aliver and a .30 caliver
mscnine gua position and to give the platoons field firiag problems there
botn day and night. His pian was to give daylight instruction in com-
patation of firing data, and prior to darkness move meun into position, let
them register on their targets Lo sée how meourate the computations were,
then during darsness they would fire on the targets that had opeen regis-
tered, +hus one more phase oi training could bde completed. 4An ulterior
motive was worked out with the "G" Company comuander., The line of fire was
over the heads of all members of "G" Compauy except one squad. Targets
were chosen from information supolied ny the patrols of that company, and
since there was night patrolling iu the area by the enemy it was hoped
that toe men would indicate thess targets to the guoners oy firing tracer
at enemy groups. La order to facilitate this additional project a direot
line was nhooked in between tue firing point aud Company "G". sor position,
targets, and fields of fire, see iap H.

fuig plan was presested to the company and battalion commsnder, and
it was wholeneartedly approved. In order thet every man gould have the

maximum training, tue reserve section at Kohlhutte Was to regeive training

tor two days, and then relieve one of the uaits in the lina for two daysa. (73)

An iantensive review of the gun mechanics was given, und every man was
required not only to strip and assemble the gua, but he was also required
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to redage artiricially induced stoppages while blindfolded. Then the sec-
tion was given a review of map roeading aand shown the location of the firing
point, and each man figured tne firing data that would enable Lim to hit
trie target. sinally an hour before darkness he was taken to the position,
oriented, and last minute corrsctions in dets made., At this time he was
required to confirm whether or not his target was safe to take under fire
over tne heads of friendly troops. Then registration took place, and those
riring waited until dark to fire their targets. Friually, 880k gunner was
required to regulate his fire evenly during the problem. (74)

After tarpets had been assigned, the piatoon leader notified the “G"
Company Commander of the specific areas to pe fired, and he in turn notified
each squad of the time firing was to commence and cease.

The first night that the platoons fired from their area, tne rifle-
men in spite of all of the plans and forewarning were rather susplcious.
However, when tnose who had been on patrols into the enemy lines saw that
the guauers werse hitting the targets, they began experimenting by calling
ap tihe mecnine gun platoon leader aund asking to have the tfire brought in
closer to them. The fortunate arrival of an enemy patrol about fifty
yards in front of one squad area brought a call, and when told to fire a
tracer siring from the squad leader's rifle, tue squad Was delighted to
gee tne patrol dispersed by a sudden effective burst of machine guan ire.
AS more enemy were fired on from tne firing point daring the next nights,
all riflemen to0k & hend in pointing out targets and adjusting the fire. (75)°

Wnile the roeserve section was carrying out this program, the men on
tne line were given individual traini.g ,on pesition}in adjastment of artil-
lery and mortar fire. Tiis program was carried on by the artillery and
mortar gvservers in the area. (76)

In his original approval of the project, the pattalion commander had
forbidden any recouncitering by group in the area of the MIRE, And, for the

(74), (7B), (76), i=6.
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time veing, he prohiocited the firing in support of patrols and raids. How-
ever the sugcess of this program, and the resistencge oifered to the patrols
and raids caused him to ohange nhis mind, His altered plan gave £he platoon
leader permission to coordinaie rire with outgolng patrols so that they
could have support if fired upon, if the platoon 1éader‘woald approve the
support positions picked oy ais subvordiusates, and if the platoon leader
woald insure that tuese positions were at least {ifty yards forward, or
more tnan one huodred yards io rear of tne WLR. This plan was put into
effect on 25 februwry. (77)

Un 23 Fevbruary, the 2424 Regiment which wks in reserve had been directed
to furnish one platoon for a full-sized platoon combat patrol. The mission
of this putrol was- to capture, destroy, and kill any enemy in the zone., One
platoon was t0 carry oat this miscion in the 24 Battalion sector each day.
Pre 2d Battalion wes directed to furnisn machine gun and mortar support,

_ and the artillery was to fire in support of the raid. In effect it was
& full-scale dress rehearsal for the inevitable attack. (78)

The machine gun platoon leader was designated by the battalion as
tne coordinating officer for the supporting firevs that the 24 Bettalion
gould give., 7o accomplish tnig, on a typical patrol, the patrol leadsr
and pimtoon le.der made a Jjoiat recomnaissance. Whon the patrol leader
‘decided on his route, line of departure, and whether or not firs support
was ueeded, the platoon leader told him general firing positions taat
would support the patrol, tue areas toat coﬁld pe govered by mortar and
artillery fire, snd suggested alternate routes of withdrawal. rinally,
detailed signals for opening, lifting and shifting of fires wers agreed
apon., Tonen this information was reiayed by the piatoon leader to the
section that was to support the raid. The section aand sguad leaders were
required to sclve tnese problems; troop safety, amount and type of
ammunition required, gun positions and time of occupylgy them, and firing

data for all ¥mown targets to be engaged. ihen these problems were

(77}, B~6; (78}, -3, OI HHo. 7, 23 Feb 4b; UI No. 8, &4 7eb 45; OI ilo. 9,
26 reb 4b.
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solved, and approved by the piatcon leader, the section or squad leader
made thne irinsl cvordination witn the patrol lesader, To insure that nothing
went wrong in fire support, both the platoon leader, and the "H" Company
Commander were in & radio net with the patrol leader, and from an obser-
vation point, they cculd control the two or tnree guns thaet were firing,

either vy telephoune, messenger, or hand &nd arm signals. (79)

&

e roate of a typ.cal patrol, aand the positions and fire eontrolJyJ 64;
data for the supporting machine guns are shown on Map E. ”@ﬁ”y & ﬂes“"f

wWhen it became apparent that the 42d Division was going to attack
irom its present positions on March 1b, the supporting guns were reguired
t0 be hand carried over treils from Kohlhutte. By dolng this the men
again became physigally hardened, and they learned to adjust the number
of guas and ammunition to be fired;to the long supply route. +#inally,

& selected number of men were sent to & battalion mule trainsr's scnool.
On tue 1lith of warch, the 2d Battalion was relieved by tine Zd 5attalion
of the 24zd Infantry.

ANALYSLIS AND GhIPiCIial, WIHGAT

The reliet of the elements of the 48%h Division posed & new problem
to the machine gan platoons. #For the {irst time, they were in a suiet
gector, and maximum attention could be devoted to training men who were
not essential to waining the positions on the LK.

Although there was an enemy lacing the plaﬁoons, he was not active,
and his i'ires and agtions were harrassing rather than sggressive. The
traiaing program directed oy regiment ané division served to keep the
enemy continually fignting off small unit sctions, and as a result, the
aresa between lines belonged to the most aggressive patrol.

Fne traluing in this area, uniike training around Schweighsusen wag
designed to make everyone attack-minded, and tne training wasg pointed to
tiiose tnings that were essentiel to the attack.

The field firing succesded in its two purposes; first, every man
was given thne essentials of computing sna firing the data he could get

from & map and recoanaissance, aad seocond, tne rifle troops of the bat-

(79), idmo oY




The two platoons moved out, and after a careful reconnaissance of
the vattalion area, it was found that there were positions for eight éune
available, but the route over which the platcons were to travel would
cut the number of guns to0 be displaced to two per platoon. This was because
the obstacles to motor vehicles precluded any route for carriers., It |
was estimated that it would be at least eight hours before carriers could
get within supporting distance of the objective. This information was
passed oa to the "H" Company Commandsr and he approved the plan in part.
Because thne first platoon was to support."i“ Company and "E" Cowpany,
they would oe within supporggng distange uf the carriers in fwo hours,
and therefore they could hand carry enough smpunition even though they
carried all four guns. {(83)

The target data was figured, aud the detalls of ine fire plan
disseminated to the battalion. Communication was to be by beth SCR
536 and 300, but the signal for displaoemeﬁt in case of radio failure was
to be eight tracers Tired by the secound platoon instrument cerporal who
was to be with thé command group of "G Company. (84)

Fowr thousand rounds of ammunition were allotted to each gum to
support the in.i_tia.l phases of the attack, and in the displagement, the
gsecond platoon was carrying fiva thousand rounds, When the platoon dis-,ﬁy}“jv
placed, the transportation corperal and drivers were ts take the guns’out
of metion, (85}

THE ATIACK

At 1900 21 March, a group of the XII Tagtical Alrforce DP-47's
dive bomped the fortirications aloug the Division front. At 1915, &
squadron sortie dropped napom pombs into the woods pehind the forts
setting the woods on fire. At 1916, a thirty minute srtillery preparation

was fired, and at 1945 the attack jumped off. (86)

(83), (84,) and {85), B-6 and B-7; (86}, B-be
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to the objeetive to contagt "G" Compmany. MG* Company Was not oan the

objective, aut vetter positioas were available tuv defend the neavily laden

platoon toat was at th§ small Kuob between the two objectives, so0 the platoon
.» -

leader sseat for toam.” {90 )

when the piwtoon arrived, tie platoon lesder set up a perimeter with
"G" Compauy's macnine gudas on two corners, and the segoud piatoon's two
guns on two corners, with the 60 um mertars in the middle., Lach man dug
in around the guns, and security patrols constantly moved along the
perimeter, 4ll eiforts failed U coatact aayone on the radio so a patrol
of five mea was seat sut o contact "G" Company. The patrol succeedsd, and
at 2400 "GY Company closed in en its‘objactive. {91}

Ia the condasion tast hud resulted in finding the enemy flesing,

@M Compuny had sent one plateoa to take the objective, and with the other
two platoons it continaed the parsult in vrder to secure any advantage that
couald be gotten from it. The one platoon had besn tue one tnat was in the
fire fight, and the ctaer two piatoous of "G" Compaay had cut around to
the @@ar and guiiliated the egnemy. It was there that the secoud platoon
patrol from "H' Company had fouud them. {92)

Duriag fhe night, thne lsi Battalion and tihe Srd Batislion passed
tarougn &Y Compaany, aand “G" Company coatiuaed to ccgupy mnd strengthen the
4iils. Jnen deylignt came on March £End, the 2d sattalion was ordered to
qoutinug (o Lold its hills saud to wop ap resistence in the area. Tune
second pistoon cuntiaued oca :ts mission. about 1200 that day, word was
recelved tiat the sscoud line of Slegiried Defeases hsd been breacied, and
& tank battalion and motcrized ilufantry oattalion of the 4&d Division were
¢losiug ln on the final Division objective, (z3)
aub CRITICISE, STSGARIED LIN

7 _
Aoy intelilgent snmalysis must make not of the ract that the German

ANALYSIS

Troops faciag the 4%d Division did not make a determined effort to hold

toe Slecfried Lise. Had they made such an effort, the attack could not

(90}, (91}, (9&), (93), - Q6.

45



o/

i
¥

J; 1

tne uaiv is sxplained to evary maa. and i7 svery maun is given & particular

e e B ,,,,..:-v--'
e C

mission to parform that is consistent with his ability and state of traine.
ing.

4., Every Opport4jltg must be faken td traln men, even aurlng cambat.
An esPecialij‘;;l:;ola deuﬂCt to‘trélnlag is an informal eritigue by ail
concerned after each engagemout,

5. QControl is vital to tne pruper performa1ae oi datles. goatrol
is tlgntef wﬁaﬁ.é;mﬁéﬁ10¢£;on is good, but in the avsenge of communication,

sach unit should give a mission to periorm.

Ubag. draining mast 1qclade every man in the platoon, ipetadimrths

i

D n A LA

arivers,

7. Lstimstes of ammunition rauuiremexta shoald be made by every

e ied s e T

leadar 5D tuat &IL ada%adte sa§ply is assured during the continuwation of
a battla. The lzader mast make avery effort to resupply ammanition, and
to control rire so thet ne is prepared for gmargencies.

8. All round security is vital to the machinéigun. If other troops
in the area oannuot Zurnish tnis protec i';:i;‘o'n , “the gun squad mast farnish
its own protection.

g, eananlcal tralﬁlug in aqtom&tlc weapons must rﬂ&cu the polnt
woare tue SOidler gcan reduce stopp&aes andaer any‘eoudltions of visibility,
It 3uaau D8 il ;mmedlate rzaction W1tn‘u1m. -;ne action snuaia not require
thought &

10. a strong poxnt derended agbr8551vely can be reddced only uy

N

direct as sa.alt. Tne :L.J.tumatlc wespons employed in such a posu:lon must

e

b6 aole to suift fire guaickly fo any directioa.
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