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THE ommnorws OF THE 2D PLATOON, *D¥ COMPANY
[1STH INFANTRY, (1OLTH nlvxsmn) AT MEDEBACH
GERMANY, 30 MARCH - 3 APRIL 19LS

(CENTRAL EUROPE CAMPAIGN)
(Personal. Experience of a Flatoon Leader)

| INTRODUCTION
In Western Eurcpe during the first week of Merch 19h5 the general

advame of the Allied Armies was to the Rhine RBiver. The III Garps, F:l.rat
United States Army, was successful in establishing a bridgehead east of
the Rhine as t.he reult of the capture of the Imdendorf Bridge near
Remagen, Germany, on 7 March 1545, (1) |
- The essentials of plens for the action east of the B.'hine, a8 planned
in Janvary 19485 ‘based on considerations developed even prior to the
landing on the eentinent; had included the croaaing of the Rhine north .
of the Buhr River and the sdvance eastward to Eassel coordinated with
an effort from Frankfurt northeast to Kassel to complete the envelopment
of the Rubr district. (2) However, the seigure o_i:diadendarf Bridge and
the establishment of the Remagem bridgehesd offered an srea from which
the encirclement of the Ruln® could be more rapidly accomplished than by
the original plams of the thrust from Frankfurte (3) |
~ In compliance with the original directives, the First United States
Arey was to have directed its forces in the crossing north of the Rubhr
River, termed “the main ér;rm;a by the crossing of *not less than tem
divisions." (L) These orders were modified in that the First Army wes
directed to regroup forces, exploit the Remegen bridgehead end advance
to the east. The First Army grouped the VII Corps on the north flank
of the bridgehead, the 11 Corps in the center sector, and the V Corps
on the southern sector (5) |
The plans for the crossing north of the Rnhr were directed to the
Hinth Uni’ced Statea Army and the Secmd Britiah Army 'rhese forces

(1) A-zg P- 19"2&, E 29‘39, (2) 1-8’ p. 91, ""1 pi 95-96; (3) A-l,
?0 97’ 1‘8, po 91; ( ) "‘8’ PO 91’ “"2, p. 3?; (5 -“-2, p' 3&33.
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crossed on the night 23 - 24 March 1945 at Wesel and drove eastward to
Paderborn to establish the northerﬁ venetration and to effect the
northern force of the Rukr envelopment. (6)

The Ruhr district, considered for iesclatlon om strategic level, may
- be deseribed geographically as the basin of the Ruhr River. The Ruhr
River is a right bank tributary of the Rhine which flows fron- the east
wostward through the importent eocsl field area and joins the Rhine at
Duisberg. Thia ares includes about forty thousand square kilometers and
has the population of approximately fowr nillioa paopla. The importance
of the Ruhr district is economic; heavy industry production facilities
are located in the area based om the natural reaoﬁrce of the coal
deposits, These heavy industry facilities iei'e developed and expanded
after World War I under French océupation; after French evacuation in
1925, internationsl steel syndicastes continued the expansion until the
capacity of fhe Ruhr was 1ntagi'ated into German economy to provide a
war potemtial, (7) {(See Map A)

The reaoning for the envelopment of the Ru;nr was to isolate the
productive cspacity from the armies .of‘ Germany and, by accompllehing this
move, to effect a gap in the center of the front through which Allied
Armiee might advence to central Germany. (8)

GENERAL STTUATION
On the 25 March 1945, First Unlted States Army advanced with three

corps, the VII, III, and V from the Remagen bridgehead to the east,

Each corps was led by an armored division to eﬂ’ect a striking force,

The general mission was to exploit the breakout of the Bemagen area and
.advance eastward, change direction of the advance to the north on erder,
and link with the Ninth Army in the Faderborn-Kassel ares. (9) The
mission of the VII Corps on the north flank, at this phase made up of
the 1lst, 8th, 78th, 104th Infantry Divisions and the 3d Armored Divisien,

(6) g-l, pPe 97-98, A-8, p. 91; (7) A-7, P 629; (8) A-1, p. 1043 (9) 1-2,,
Pe 4 »
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was "to lamch a coordinated attack south of the Sieg River in an east-
erly direct_ion; to capture the high ground west of the Dill River, and
to resume the attack on Army order to the northeast,” (10) The VII
Corps drove eastward to the Siegen-Korbom line, and on the 28 March
advanced to the northeast to contact armor of the Ninth Lmy at
Iippstadt, on 1 April, to complete the envelopment, (11) (See Map 4)

The Operations of the 24 Platqen, D Company, 4l5th Infantry of the
104th Division at Medebach, Germeny, 30 March - 3 April 1945, is a re-
port of an incident of the VII Corps' advance from the Siegen—Herborn
line to the Paderborn aveas -

As the advance progressed from the bridgehead eastward the 78th
Division wes assigned the Hamm-Wissen sector along the Lshm Eiver, the
8th Division held from Wissen to the vicinity of Siegen, and the lst
Division held from Sisgen to the Dill Recht area. These dispositions -
wore in effect on 30 March. (12) The mission of the divisions was

to contain the ememy along the north flank of the Army advance,. N

The dispositions of the regiments of the 10lth Division on 30 March
were: the Klhth Infantry attached to the Third Armored Division now
spproacking Paderborn; the L13th Infantry was securing the right flak
of the armored advance and as the situation developed was employed
along the Hardenhausen Forest from Meerhof to Wrexen; the L15th Infantry,
protecting a sector of the left flank of the corps gdun_cg, was disposed
northwest of Haiger to the vieinity of Laasphe, (13) (See Map 4)

_ During the period 28 - 29 March, it was established that the 130th

- ) .
Tk .lwtrnxﬁcgl‘_’.

Panzer I.alhap‘uith a force of sixty tanks was assembled in Winterberg.
The mission of this enemy force was da'bemine& to be the seigure of
Hallenberg or Medebach, and to strike castward and to the northeast te
cut off the advance elements of the sweep, and o open an escape route
to the southeast. (1) The LiSth Infantry was ordered o counter this

threat, The 3d Battalion of the 415th remained in contact in the

ﬂolggm-?adarbom; (13) A-2, pe b9, A=3, ps 300-301, A-h, pe 693 (1L) A-k,
Pe » ) i
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Haiger-Laasphe area, the 2d Battalion was ordered to Hallemberg, and the

1st Battalion moved to Medebach. (15) (See Map B)

BATTALION SITUATION

The First Battalion, 5th Infa.ntry arrived in Medebach 302230
March 1945. (16) The movement bad been completed by motor and as the
troops arrived in the town the companies were directed }Eangru defensive
areas. The overall defensive pian was a perimeter defense, Infomation
t0 the battalion commander had indicated that an attack in the Medebach
area was expected within s matber of hours. (17) | |

Before the troops had iccouplished the organiszation of positions,
Company 4, reinforeced by the lst Platé'on of D Company, one section of
81-m mortars from D Company, and the battalion 57-mm antitack platoon,
was directed as attachment to a task force in Usgeln to the morth;
Company A remained as attached to the Second Battalion, Ll5th Infantry

upon the Second Battalion's relief from Hallenberg cm 1 April by the 39th
Regimentsl Combat Tem of the 9th Infantry Division, (18)

The reinforcements to the First Battalion (mixms) consisted of a
Platoon of 57-mm guns of the Regimental Antitank Company and the Antitank
Company Mine Platoon, ome platoon of medium tanks from the 750th Tank
Battalion, and a platoon of the 817th Tank Destroyer Battalion which was
attached but had not yet joined the Battalion. (19)
| After the deta.clment of A Company, the defensive areas were re-
assigned, conpany c assmd responsibility for the area northeast
through north to the west, an' extended frontage of 3,000 yards., Compeny
B extended from the southwest through the south to the southeast. Head=
quarters Company persomnel, personnel of the Company Headﬁuartera of B
and other avaiiable persormel were organized to hold the sector south— :

east through east to c company The Bl-m nort-ar Platoon, IJ Company,

(15) A=li, pe 70, A=3, pe 101; (16) A—S, pe b3 (17) Statement of Clark
Libbee, Battalion 8-2; (18) A=k, p. 71, Persomal knowledge; (19) i-k,
ps 71, Perscnal knowledge,




minus one section was in general support of the battalion, and .t g 2d
Flatoon, D Company was in direct support of Baker and Charlie, The
Regimental Antitank S7-mm gun platoon ofganissd the antitenk defense to
cover tank approaches into the town from the north and west. The Regi-
mentel Antitank Mine Platoon supplememted this plan by laying antitank
aines on the probeble approaches of enemy armor, The 750th Tank Batialion
\%pumm organized within the town to give depth to the defensive plam,

v ILocal security was eatablished and by daylight the battalion had effected

general dsfansive positions., (20)
At daylight, the accurate terrain analysis shmaad that the battalion

" beld the road met control by occupying mcbmh, end thet the control
of the town was depenmdent on holding the approaches and the high ground
in the B Company sector on the soﬁth_east. Approaches o t;hig high

| ground were from the north through the town by road; approaches from the
west Were across open ter:—-a:.n and under good observatia# and fire of the
dqi’ender. The terrain to the northwest and north of tha town wae grad.qd
and slightly rolling to a ridge line three hundred yards to six hundred
from the outlying buildings and northern limit of tmm. Through this
area were two road approaches from the ndfth, and one road .approa;,ch
from the west. This area was under close enemy ebservaﬂion, and it was
possible for the enemy to move into defiladed positions to within three
tundred yards -oféfésimn") for movement beyond the ridge line could not
be observed by the defender. This area offered the greater advantage
to the attacker and was considered to be the moat likely approach. It
was necessary to organize this area and hold the road approacﬁes thrtmgh
the town to the high ground. (21) The terrain to the east offeréd
lit-tie advantage to the enemy, The enemy was familiar with ths country-
gide and by util:l.zing covered approaches pla.:@d) his attacks on surprise
and ini'iltrati{vg tactics. (22)

(20) Personal knowledge; (21) Personal knowledge, A-3, pe 306; (22) Per-
sonal knowledge, A~3, pe 306,
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During early daylight hours en 31 March, officers and platoon
sergeanta; directed modificstlon _caf positions to organize the eritical
terrain. The machine gun platoon employed ites guns by splitting sections.
The first section was assigned sectors of fire and the final protective
mission to the north apd southwest in the C Company area; the second
section waes located with B Company on the foﬁard and west slope of the
hill ¢¢ fire sectors to the west and final protective fires to the north-
west and soutkwest. Machine guns of the rifle sompanies' weapcns platoons
and automatic-rifle fire supplemented the machineé gun protective fire.
(23) The 60-=m mortars and the Bl-mm mortars were planned in the final
protective fires. The fire plan of the battalion, despite the detachment
of A Company, wes sccomplished as the defensive plan to hold Medebach.- To
(see Map C) |

On the 31 March, lission persommel between the First and Seconﬁ
Battelions found the towns of Medelon and Liesen in enemy control. (24)
Second Battalion was directed to take Liesen; First Battalion:rc;:mcted to
take end hold Medelon. (25) The Pirst Battalion directed ome rifle
platoon and the weapons platoon of B Company, one section of Sl-sm mortars
from D Company and two tanks to Medelon. (26) The effect wss & reduction
of the battalion stremgth at Medebach leaving only cne section of 8l-mm
moﬂus, one machine gun platoon, one rifle company plus the two rifle
platoons of B and the reinforcements of ome section of medimm tanks to
control the town end road net., (27) These deletions from the strength
at Medebach were keenly felt by the men on the line. Cannon Company
and artillery were not positioned to support.the battalion and were mnot
inclnded in the assigned defensive fire plan of the battalion. (28)

(See Map C)

During the efternoon 31 March, enemy artlllery was directed on the

(23) Personal knowledge; (24) A~4, p. 713 (25) Aei, p. Ti; (26) Personal
knowledge; (27) Personal knowledge, A-4, P. 71; (28) Personal knowledge.




town and continued from 1600 to 1630 hours. (29) Direct fire was re-
ceived on the posttions of C Compsny from an eneny tauk firing from the
ridge to the front of the western defensive sector. VThe‘fira was accurate
and directed on automatic weapons poéitions. The platoon lsader of -

the machine gun platoon called for counter fire. However, no retaliatory
fire was deliverod, Supporting canuon and artillery was"hot yet position-
ed, and the mortars were noi fired as the attachmanﬁﬁ of two Eprtar

| sections had resulted in a division of the mortar amnugiii;%;_ The
battalion antieipated a temporary ammunition shortage as resupply was
dependent on the supply route and the security of the MSR was indefinite.
(30)e _

‘Because of extended frontages, local security of the small units
could not be adequately organized, and the insecurity was sensed by the
men, The failure of obtaining supporting fire and the insecurity of
suall units were principal factors in influencing the zen that the de=
. fensive plan was not strong, and, as a consaquance, there was a loss of
: com‘.’:l.dence that the positiona could be held. (31) _ -

Constant movement of tracked vehicles was detected during the hours
2100 to 0100 during the night 31 March - 1 April to the fromt of
Company on the western sector. After ascertaining that the movement was
hsayy{in contrast to former activity in the areas, the battalion was
notified and mortar fire by the 8l-mm section ordered, The D cuﬁpany
Commander, the mértar platoon‘leadnr; and the machine gun platoon leader
determined the plot of the requested fire, The machine gun platoon
leader returned to the line and upon return called for the arranged Iirs.
Thirty-seven rounds were delivered on the area with good effect from a
destructive standpoint, and frem a morals standpoint as this was the first
raupporting fire of any volume to the companies. Shortly after this fire
was delivered, artille tas directed on the same general area firing

(29), (30), (31), Personal knowledgs,.
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intense concentrations., This indicstion that artillery was positioned
and capable of support greatly rebuilt the confidence of the men. (32}

Buring the early morning hours, before daylight, the platoon of 'hhé
817th Tank Destroyer Battalion which had beem attached arrived in |
Medebach to further increase the defensive strengthe. o

The attack on Medebach by the enemy hit at 010630 April 1945. The
initial assault consisted of approximately three hundred infantry and
five Mark V Panser Jaegers., This assault was supported by heavy grtil-
lery and by fire from self-propelled 88-mm guns. (33) One force of
 the enemy with tanks appmchad. on the road from the north, the other
body, enemy in;fantr:y,v attacked from the northeast generally alqng the
road leading into town from that direction.(3l) Close defensive fires
and final protective fire were delivered on the spproaching forces.
The enemy infantry was contained by this fire, The tanks were successful
in penetrating the line on this initisl assault prineipal;l.y becausgrof
the she;ck power of the armor. The tanks contimued through the line,
directed fire on automatic weapons positions, destroyed three tanks of
the supporting tank platoon, and advanced toward the center of toma. 4
57-mm antitank gun knooked out the lead tank by a flank strike at closs
' range as the tank advanced within fifty yards of the gun. This gun
position had not been detected by enemy observation, as had the tank
positions and machine gan positions, prior to the attack. The crew
menbers had positioned their gun skillfwlly and had strictly regulated
their o mrné and movement to assure that the gun position was not
detected. Immedistely after the first enemy tank had been destroyed a
self~propelled 88-mm gun advancing into the town was destroyed by infantry
action. The platoon from the 8171:11_ Tank Destroyer B_a'__t.ta}.ipq, which had
arrived during the night; engaged the remainder of the enemy armor and
succeeded in driving the enemy from within the position. (35) o
232) Personal knowledge; (33) A-li, pe 71, A-3, pe 30k, Personal kmowledge;

3k) Btatement of Clark Libbee, Battalion 8-2, Personal knowledge; (35)
A=3, pe 309, .A."h’ Pe 71, Personal lmowlbdge,
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During the period after tha armored penetration, the enemy in-
fantry attempted to follow the advance of the temks but final protective
fire stopped their advance, and a fire fight developed along the entive
northern and northwestiern Sector of the line, Heavy ccncentrations_ were
directed on the enemy by camnon company, the 386th Field Artillery
Battalion, and the 929th Field Artillery Battalion. Thewe fires had
been built up during the attack, and as the enemy advance was stopped
the support of the artillery gave the defender the advantage of a greater
t'ire power than could be directed by the enemy. The heavy ‘supporting

fires (artillery) were the determining strength that forced the enemy to
withiraw, The enemy begen Withdrawing forces about O7h5 hoursand by
0830 hour the first action of the day was over, (36)

~ Casualties rasult-ing from this action, on battalion level were not
save:e. However, the 1st Section of the 2d Flatoon, nfisu:tgered one man
killed and two severly wounded. No serious loss of strength was suffered
in consideration of the intensity of atiack in either C Company or B
Gompm. The important loss in equipment was the destruction of three
Mha3 tenks of the sttached tank platoon. (37)

Later during the day, 1 April, two additional attempts by the
eneny to take the town were attempted by foot elements of the 130th Panzer
Lehr and Third Panser Gremadier Division) Artillery concentrations
and leng range machine gun defensive fires defeated these attempts before
the attecking troops could reach an assault position, (38)

While this action was taking place, the Third Battelion had been
relieved from posit.iona in the vicinity of Haiger and was directed as
the regimenteal reserve to the Braunshausen area. Company I was attached
to the 1lst Battalion and moved into positions on the east and northeast
of tovn, By 011400 April the battalion had been "built up* by the attach-
ments of infantry and tank destroyer units, had gained artillery support

(36) A-h, pe 73); (37) Personal knowledga, (38) A-4y pe 71; Personmal
imowledge;
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and now was confidently prepared to hold against further attempts by the
Germans to take the town. (39) ) | '

Administrative, logistical, and epérational adjustments were
accomplished during the early afternoon hours. VReplacemex_zt personnel
were assigned the companies and allocated to the platoons. Three men
were sent to 2d Platoon, D Company and these men were taken on line to
prepare & gun position. Enemy mortar fire swept the sector of the line
in which ﬁhese new men were working. The platoon leader was in the immediate
vieinity and took cover in the partially prepared position with these
new men, The presence of the platoon leader with these men and the few
words that were emhanged gave the men a coni‘iﬁe;nce :Ln the platoon and
in the battalion to which they had been assigned. At the same time, the
reasctions of the men to the fire gave the platoon leader a strong indi-
cation of the dependability of these men and the degree to which they
~had fcombat adapted! themselves. (ko)

Prisoners, taken during the morning attacks, were interrogated by
Battalion §-2 persomnel during the day. Information relevant to the
situation was that repeated attacks had been ordered by the German command
to take Medsbach and to effect the forcing of a breakout along the axial
route, Eadebach-xorbacmjgl._ (.th) _ (See Maps A and B) 'A |

During the night 1 - 2 April 19L5, German troops infiltrated into
the town. At daylight, this force of about ome hundred and £ifty men
put small arms fire on CP locations, disrupted wire commnications and
attempted to locate and neutralize antitank defensive positioms. Simml-
tanecusly, self-propelled guns put fire on the 'uasterﬁ defensive sector.
The raiding force worked toward the MIR on the west, as ‘enemy armoy
advanced on the western defemsive sector. This attempt to gep the line
from within was defeated by the troops on the perimeter by directing fire
into the town while artillery concentrations were laid oﬁ the advaneing
force from the west. The persomnel who had infiltrated were captured,

{39) A-b, p. 72, Personal knowledge; (Lj0) Personal knowledge; (L1) State-
ment of Clark ILibbee, Battalion $~2, p. 309.
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killed, or wounded and this attempt by the enemy had failed. (L2)
Pressura_directed on Winterberg, and other areas of assembled enemy
strength, by divisions of II:{ Corps rqd:uced the enemy attacking capabili-
ties and forced him to holding action. (43) | _

~ During the action of the period 30 March - 2 April, the III Corps,
on the right of the VII Corps had attained the limit of its advance. The

units of III Corps were directed to VII Corps and employed to reduce 'bhe

pocket and to relieve the units holding the line. ©mn the 3 April 1945,
the 1st Battalion, l15th Infantry was relieved from Medebach by elements
of the 7th Armored Divisipn and began the move to Usseln to assemble with
the elements of the regiment and to contirme the advance. . (Lk)

ANALYSIS AND GRITIGISH _

The advance of the lst Battalion, kiSth Infantry from 25 March in
the bridgehead area to 30 March at Medebach, the distance of one hundred
and thirty milea, and a considei-ation that during the advance contact
with the enemy had been contimious deseribes the rapidly changing and
fluid situation that is to be expected in the mexploit operation.t
Characteristic of the exploitation is the extended frontages and wide
digpositions of the units holding and securing the flanks. The analysis
of the operation described illustrates the development of enemy strength
and the threat of enesmy counter-action may forée the committment of units
to cperate separately, and without normal artillery support for the time-
period of artillery displacement. The eritical part organic support
asgumes under this condition may be evaluated, in part, by the action
of the machine gan platoon directly supporting the rifle elements, and
the 81-mm mortar section in general support of the battalion.

The operation at Medebach shows the need for heavy ‘support during
the complete phase of the defense. Were the enemy to have attacked

~ Medebach with armor twelve hours before the attack actually materialized

the inability to hold the ares with the battalion mimms, without artillery
(L2) 1-3, Pe 309, A~l, pe 72, Personal knowledge; (L3) A-l, pe 713 (LL) 1—2,
Ps
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gupport, would have been evident by the loss of the town and loss of
control of the uedebach section the vital road net,

In another respect, however, the analysis of the operations at
Medebach illustrates well the command's ability to build up a threatened
aree by movement to gain concehtration of mass, The situation dm:_:ded
rapid movement, and only by anticipatory plamning were the moves accome
plished and troop dispositions capable of containing the ‘eney roifcey
effected,

The point of o bresk in the confidence in the battalion defensive

 plan during the 31 March at Médebach might have been eliminated by the
notificaticn to company and platoon commanders and to the troops of the
sttachments and support and their expected time of arrival or positiom—
ing. | | | o

Se_curity was inadequate in Medebach as evidenced by the German forcea'
-ability to infiltrate one hundred and fifty mem into the town on the
night 1 - 2 April 1945, |

There was no restriction of movement in the town during daylight
hours. The town was um_ie:r close observation by the enemy and, by their
obsemt.ion of mvément, tank positions and antomatie weapons positions
were located by the enemy prior to his attacks. The desth of one max

B and_ gevere injuries of two men of the machine gun platoon, and the
destruction of the thres MUA3 tanks were part of the resulis of this
carelessness.,

During the operation 1o attenpt to locate enemy dispositions by
reconnzsigsance or combat patrol activity wag made Under the conditions
of limited observation and particularly during the period of expected
attack to fail to try to learh enmemy intentions was in error.

1ESSONS LEARNED
This action illustrates that:
(.1 (1) The officers and men on the lime are in the position to observe

i
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and report any detected or suspected nwement, a.ctivity, or wnusual

it {.- -( VTl J P’
dispasition of the anw and it is thm—reapansibility to transmit e
Pe f-!, ( o R b S I —_—

inrormtion to higher 'lfamand for interpretation and aetion.
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{2) Taformation to the traops "of the situation, isposition, the
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v -missicns, and aﬁﬂable aupport, as the circumstances permit, atrengthms

e R 4

the oonridence of the individual soldier.

. m”ﬁéﬁme _;.rtillary support is easeat,ial to all phages of the

.L “'. ot Skt ¥

5 dereme.

(L) The presenee of pla.toon commanders with newly assigned men
during some part of their first hoursYin tl:a lwi‘nam»;ist;mia their adjaat.-
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el

ment to combat conditions,

“=1E) Mo vement, and aétivity under conditions of good observation

{
"\\“ o g e TS

\ﬁ mst be rest.ricted to prevent disclosure of defensive positions prior
to the atta.ck. -
. L ~ (6) Heavy machine gun rires, mtually support.ed will impada the

B [ s i 7 A 4 L G PR O MR M et 1, AR 0

W advam:e- of attacking infantry. _
- Wm“‘t‘.ﬁank defanse is ina.dequa'be, sdditional rocket. launcher
AL _

\?“s \‘} Foapampuim e P 1 ST

t-em mt be 1oca.t-ed on tha min 1ine of rasistance to cover armor
appraa.chea .
(8) COntinual reconnaissance by patrol action nust be maintained

SO -

to fix enemy positions and to detemine enemy movement.




