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THE OlUA TIOliS OF fill 2D PLA.TOOB, •J>II CCIIPAJII 
1il.5TH DFABTRY, (104TH DIVISIOll) A"' NIDEBACB 

GBBMARY1 30 KARCH - 3 APRIL 1916 
{CERTIW. EUROPB CilPAIGB) 

(Personal Experience of a Platoon Leader) 

:prnoDUCTIOll 

In Western Europe during the first week of llarch 1945 the general 

advance of the Allied Armies was to the .Rhine River. The m Corps, First 

Ullited States Anq, wu successtul 1n establishing a bridphead east of 

the Rhine as the result of the capture of the Ludendorf Bridge near 

Remagen, Ge:rlllSJV'• on 7 :larch 1945. (l) 

The essentials of p1ul8 for the action east of the Rhine, as planned 

1n January- 1916 baaed on cODSiderations developed even prior to the 

lending on the continent, had inclllded the crossing of the ~ north. 

of the Rubr River and the adTanCe eaatnrd to Kassel coordinated with 

an effort trom Frallkhrt northeast to Iassel to cQIIJ)lete the envelapmeDt 
• -~ • 

or the Rubr district. (2) However, the seizure of Ladeadorf Bridge ead 

the establishment of the Reagell bridgehead offered an area trom which 

the encirclement of the Ruhr could be more rapidl.7 accomplished than b7 
• 

the original pl811S of the tm'Wlt tr0111. Frankfurt. (3) 

In compliance with the o,.ig:lnal directives, the First Ulli.ted Statea 

A.rrq 1JU to hlwe directed its forces 1n the crossing north of the Ruhr 

River, termed •the main effort,• by the crossing of •not less than ten 

divisions•" (4) These orders were modified in that the First Anq waa 

directed to regroup forces, e:xploit the Reagen bridgehead and advance 

to the east. The First Anq grouped. the m Corps on the north fiank 

of the bridgehead, the m Corps in the center sector, and the V Corps 

on the southern sector. (5) 

The plans for the crossing north of the Ruhr nre directed to the 

Ninth united States A.rrq and the Second British AntT• These forces 

(l) A-2, P• 19-24, Jl• 29-30; (2) • A-8, P• 91, A-1, P• 95-96J (3) A-1, 
P• 97, &-8, P• 91; (4) A-8, P• 911 A-2, P• 37; (51 A-2, P• 36-38. 
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crossed on the night 23 - 24 llarch 1945 at Wesel and droTe eastward to 

Paderborn to establish the northern penetration and to ef':f'ect the 

northern f'orce of' the Rular euvelopment. (6) 

The Rahr district, considered f'or isolation on strategic level, ma7 

be described geographicall7 as the basin of' the Ruhr River. The Ruhr 

River is a right bank tributary of' thl Bhine which f'lows from the east 

westward through ·the important coal f'ield area and joins the Bhine at 

Dnisberg. This area includes about f'ort)' thousand square kilometers aDl'l 

bas the population of approximately four million people. The import11I10e 

of' the Ruhr district is economic; heavy industry production facilities 

are located in the area based on the natural resource of' the coal 

deposits. These heavy industry facilities were developed and expanded 

af'ter World War I under French occupation; after French evacuation in 

1925, international steel syndicates continued the expansion ,mtil the 

capacity of' the Rllhr 11as integrated into German economy- to provide a 

war po(le:atial. (7) (See llap A) 

The reasoning for the envelopment of the Ruhr was to isolate the 

productive capacity from the armies of' Germany' and, by accOllplishing this 

move, to ef'i'ect a gap in the center of' t.he f'ront through which Allied 

Armies might advance to central Germany'. (8) 

9J<'fiii4J, SITUATION 

On the 25 March 1945, First 1Jnited states Army advanced with three 

corps, the VII, III, and V from the Remagen bridgehead to the east. 

Eacla corps was led by an armored division to eff'ect a striking force. 

The general mission was to exploit the 'breakout of' the Remagen area and 

adTIIIIOe eastward, change direction of the'advance to the north on erder, 

and liDk with the Ninth Army in the l'aderborn-Kassel area. (9) The 

mission of' the VII Corps on the north flank, at this phase made up of' 

the 1st, 8th, 78th, 104th Infantry Divisions. and the 3d Armored Division, 

(6) A•l, P• 97-98, A-8, P• 91; (7) A-7, P• 629; (8) A•l, P• 104; (9) 1-2,. 
P• 43. 
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was •to lallllch a coordinated attack south of the Sieg River 1n an east­

erly direction, to capture the high ground wst of the Dill River, and 

to reS1llD8 the attack on Army order to the northeast.• (lO) The m 
Corps drove eastward to the Siegen-Herborn liDe, and on the 28 Karcla 

advanced to the northeast to contact armor of the Ninth Army at 

I.ippstadt, on l April, to complete the envelopunt. (ll} (See Jfap A) 

The Operations of the 2d Platoon, D Comp&D1', lilSth Infantry- of the 

104th Division at Jledebach, Germany., 30 lfarch - 3 April 1945, is a re• 

port ~f an incident of the. m Corps, advance from the Siagen-Herborll 

line to the Paderborn area • 

.ls the advance progressed from the bridgehead eastward the 78th • 

Division was assigned the Ham-Wiesen sector along the Lahn River, the -8th Division held from '1'1ssen to the vicinity of Siegen, and the lat 

Division held from Siegen to the Dill Recht area. These d1spositiOD8 

nre 1n effect on 30 Ila.roll.. (12) The mission of the divisions _was 

to contain the 11118111T along the north· f'lank of the Army advance. 

The dispositions of the regiments of the 104th Division on 30 )(arch 

weret the ,Uuth Ini'antry- attached to the Third .l'raorec:t Division now 

approaching Paderborn; the 413th Infantry- was securing the right f'lank 

of the amored advance and u the situation developed was employed 

along the Bardenbausen Forest fNm ](eerhof to 'il'reDnJ the lilSth Infantry, 

protecting a s4;1ctor of the left flank of the corps advance, was disposed 

nortlllrest of Haigar to the vicinity of Lauphe. (13} (Sae Jfap A) 

During the period 28 - 29 Jlarch, it was established that the 13otb. 
- - ~ ,-ll -

~~l.,,....,,<,.,l(.,_(t1., 

Pamer Lahr with a foroe of sixty tsnlas was assembled. 1n Winterberg. 

The mission of this 11118111T force was detel'lllined to be the seizure of 

Hallenllerg or lledebach, and to strike eastward and to the northeast to 

cut off the advance elements or the neap, and to open an escape route 

to the. southeast. (14} The lilSth Infantry- was ordered to counter this 

threat. The 3d Battalion of the 415th 1'81118ined 1n contact 1n the 

(10) A-2, P• 37; (ll) A-l, P• 104; (12) A-2, P• 49-51, A-2, Situation lfap 2 
Cologne-Paderborn; (13) A-2, P• 49, A-3, P• 300-301, A-4, P• 69; (14) A-4, 
P• 70. • 
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Haiger-Lauphe area, the 2d Battalion was ordered to Ballenberg, and the 

lat Battalion moved to lledebach~ (15) (See Jfap B) 

BlffiLION SITUA.TIOJl 

The Pint Battalion, lilSth Infantry am.Ted in lledebach 302230 

Jrarch 1945. (16) The movement had been completed b7 motor and u the 
l'• 

troops an-ived in the tOIQl the companies 11ere directed general defensiTe 

area.a. The overall defensive plan was a perimeter defense. Inf'ormation 

to the battalion eORPDand-,r had indicated that an attack in the lledebach 

area waa eJq>ected within a matter of hours. (17) 

Before the troops had accomplished the organisation of positions, 

Compaey A, reinforced b7 the lat Platoon of D Compaey, one section ot 

\:, 81-m aorta.rs from D Compaey, and the 1-ttalion 57-llll antitaDk platoon, 

uf ,>\\, 1fU directed as attachment to a task force in lJaaeln to the north; 
/'f.t, \ , 
~ 4:'1/ Company A remained as attached to the Second Battalion, bl.5th Infantry 

'i:,j upon the Second Battalion's relief from Hallenberg on l April b7 the 39th 

Regimental Combat team of the 9th Infantry DiTision. (18) 

The reinforcements to the First Battalion(~) cODSisted of a 

platoon of 57-m guns of the Regimental Alrtitank Compmy- and the Antitank 

C1'1111pan7 Jline Platoon, one platoon of medium tanks from the 750th Tank 

Battalion, and a platoon of the 817th T8llk Destro;yer Battalion which was 

attached but had n_c,t 79t joined the Battalion. (19) 

After the detachment of A Company, the defensiTe areas 11ere re­

assigned. Compaey C asSlllll8d reaponsibility for the area northeast 

through north to the Rat, !IDl'. extended frontage o£ 31 000 yards. C011pa1q 

B extended from the sout.hnat through the south to the southeast. Head­

quarters Company- personnel., personnel of the CompaIJT Headquarters of » 
1111d other available personnel were o:rganiffd to hold the aector aouth­

east through east to c Company. The a1-- mortar Platoon, D Compaey, 

(15) A-4, P• 101 A-3, P• 101; (16) A-5; P• 4; (17) Statement of Clark 
Libbee, Battalion S-2; (18) A.Ji, P• 71, Personal knowledge; (19) A-4, 
P• 71, Personal knowledge. 
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minus one section was in general support of the battalion, aµ~ 2d 

Platoon, DC~ wu in direct support of Baker and Charlie. The 

.Regimental Antitank 57- gun platoon organized the antitank defense to 

cover tank approaches into the town from the north an:l west. The Regi­

mental Antitank Jl1ne Platoon supplemeated. this pl.an b7 laying antitank 

111imes on the probable approaches of enemy 81'111Cr. The 750th Tank Battalion 
7 

\~toon organised within the town to give depth to the defemive pl.an. 
~ . ' 

u Local securit7 was established am by- dqlight the battalion hed effected 

general defensive positions. (20) 

At dqlight, the accurate terrain analysis eltlmld that the battalion 

held the road net control by- occupyillg llede'bach, 811d that the control . 

of the tmm was dependent on holding the approachea and the high groulll 

in the B C~ sector on the southeast. Approaches to tbia high 

ground were ~ the north through the town by- road; approaches froa the 

west were across open terrain and llllier good obllervatio~ and fire of the 

defender. The terrain to the nortmrest and north of th!! tom 11118 graded 

and slightly- rolling to a ridge line tbl'ee hundred yards to six hundred 

from the outlyiJlg buildings and northern lia1t of toan. · Through this . ' 

area wre two road approaches from the north, and one rqad approach 

from the 'Wel!Jt. This area was under elose enem,- observation, and it 1188 

possible for the en~ to move into defiladed positions to within three 
• .,C,c I 

hundred yards of position1for movement be70nd the ridge line eOllld not 

be observed b;r the defender. Thia area offered the greater advantage 

to the attacker and was eonsidered to be the most likely approach. It 

was neeessary to organize this area and hold the road approaches through 

the town to the high ground. (21) The terrain to the east offered 

little advantage to the enlllllJ"• The enem,- was familiar with the country'-
.,-,.,,! • ' 

side and bJ' u":111zing cOYered approaches p~ his attacka on surprise 

and infiltrst.Afg tactics. (22) 

(20) Personal kncnrled.ge; {21) Personal knowledge, A-3, P• 306; (22) Per­
sonal knowledge, A-3, P• 306. 
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Doring earl7 da71ight hours en 31 llarch, of'f'icers and platoon 

sergeants directed IIOd.if'ication of positions to organize the critical 

terrain. The machine gun platoon employed its guns b;v splitting sections. 

The :first section was assigned sectors of' tire and. the final protective 

mission to the north and so,rl;hwest in the C Compan;v area; ths second 

section was located with B Company on the :f'ort1ard and west slope ot tu 

hill to fire sectors to ;the west and :final protective :fires to the north­

west and southwest. Machine guns of' the ri:f'le aompanies 1 weapons platoollll 

and autou.tic-rif'le :fire supplemented the machine gun protective fire. 

(23) The 60-m mortars and the 81-a mortars were planned in the :final 

protective fires. The fire plan of' the battalion, despite the detach111rn:1t 
--r 

of' A Compsn;v, was accomplished as the defensive plan to hold Jledebach. - , 

(See Map C) 

Oll the 31 larch, liasion personnel between the First and Second 

Battalions foum the towns o:f' lledelon and Liesen in ene117 control. (24) 
tsv¥ 

second Battalion was directed to take Liesen; First Battalion1directed to 

take and hold Madelon. (25) The First Battalion directed one rifle 

platoon and the weapons platoon o:f' B Company, one section of' l!l-- mortars 

f'roa D Com;pa1zy .and. two tanks to Mede.lon. (26) The effect was a reduction 

o:f' the battalion strength at l!edebach leaving only one section of 81-m 

mortars, one machine gun platoon, one rifle company plus the two rifle 

platoons of' B and the reinforcements of one section of medilllll tanks to 

control the t011n and road net. (27) These deletions from the strength 

at lledebach were keenl7 felt b7 the men on the line. Cannon Cmapan;v 

and artillery were not positioned to support.the battalion and were not 

included in the assigned defensive fire plan of the battalion. (28) 

(See llap C) 

'ffl'£ Nr'iiWi! OF SEBACK 

During the afternoon 31 llarch, IIJ18117 artillery was directed on the 

(23) hrsonal knowledge; (24) A-4, p. 71; (25) A-4, p. 71; (26) Personal 
knowledge; (27) Personal kn011ledge, A-4, p. 71; (28) Personal kn011ledge. 
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town and continued from l6oo to 1630 hours. (29) Direct tire was re­

ceived on the positions of C Company :trom an eDS111Y tank :tiring :Crom the 

ridge to the front o:t the westeirn de:t'ensive sector. The :tire was accurate 

and directed on automatic weapODS positions. The platoon leader o:t-

the ,JlllLChine gun platoon called for counter tire. However, no retaliatory 
. . r ·• 

• .,,,..J,-~ 
:tire was delivered. Supporting cannon and artilleey 11&8 not yet position-

ed, and the mortars were not :tired as the attacbmentit or two. ~ortar 
o,~ (,..-iu, . 

sections had resulted in a diYision o:t the llOrtar NPJ11,pit:lon. The 

battalion anticipated a temporaey ammwdtion shortage u Nnpp]Jr wu 

dependent on the aupp]Jr roate and the aecurity o:t the Jl3R wu indefinite. 

(30). 

Because of extended frontages, local security o:t the aal.l units 

c011ld not be adequately organized, and the insecurity was s-ed b7 the 

men. The failure o:t obtaining supporting fire and the insecurity ot 
' 

mull units were principal factors in influencing the men that the de-

fensive plan was not strong, and, as a consequeDCe, there was a loss of 
,, 

confidence that the positions could be held. (31) 

Constant IIIOVem.ent ot tracked vehicles was detected during the hours 

2100 to 0100 durillg the night 31 llareh - l April to the front of C 

Company on the western sector. After asce:rts1ning t.hat the movement was 

heav,r in contrast to former activity in the area, the battalion was 

notified and_ mortar fire by- the 81-llllll section ordered. The D Company 

Coanander, the mortar platoon leader, and the machine gun platoon leader 

determined the plot ot the requested tire. The machine gun platoon 

leader returned to the liae and upon return called :tor the arranged tire. 
l . 

Thirty-seven ronnds were delivered on the area With good e:t:tect fl'Olll a 

destructive standpoint, and :trom a morale standpoint as this was the .first 

aupportillg tire ot llJIT volume to the companies. Short]Jr after thia fire 

was delivered, artilleri['~ directed on the saae general area tiring 

(29), (Jo), (31), Personal knnledge. 
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intense concentrations. This indication that artillery was positioned 

and capable o! support greatly rebuilt the coni'id.ence o! the men. (32) 

During the early 110rning hours, before daylight, the platoon o! the 

817th Tank Destroyer Battalion which had been attached arrived in 

Jledebach to further increase the dei'ensive strength., 

The attack on lledebaoh by the enemy hit at 010630 April 1945. The 

initial assault consisted of approximately three hundred intantr,y and 

i'ive )[ark V Pamer Jaegers. Thia usault was supported b;r heav;r artil­

leey and by !ire from self-propelled 88 ..... guns. (33) One force ot 

the enen,;r with tanks approached on the road from the north, the other 

body, enemy in!antr.r, attacked from the northeast generall;r along the 

road leading into town from that direction.(34) Close dei'ensive fires 

and i'inal protective i'ires were delivered on the approaching forces. 

The enem;r ini'antey was contained by this fire. The tankll were successful 

in penetrating the line on this initial assault principally because of 

the shock power oi' the armor. The tanks continued through the line., 

directed fire on automatic weapons positions, destroyed three tanks ot 

the supporting tank platoon, and advanced taward the center oi' t.own. A 

57-- antitank gun knocked out the lead tank' by e i'lank strike at. close 

range as the tenk advanced within !ii'ty yards oi' the gun. This gun 

position: had not been detected b;r ellEllllT observation, as bad the tank 

positions and machine gun positions, prior to the attack. The crew 

members had positioned their gun skillfully and had strictly regulated 

their own trai'i'ic and IIIOVsent te assure that the gun position was not 

detected. :Immediately ai'ter the i'irst en&IQ" tank had beo destroyed a 

self-propelled 88- gun advancing into the town was destroyed by intantr,y 

action. The platoon from the 817th Tank Destro;rer Battalion, which had 

arrived during the night, engaged the. ...,.einder oi' the enea,y armor and 

aucceeded in driving the eneiq i'roa within the position. (35) 

(32) Personal. lalmdedgeJ (33) A-4, P• 71, A-3;. P• 304, l'ersonal lmcnrledgeJ 
(34) Statement oi' Clark I.:l.bbee, Battallon s-2, Personal knowledge; (35) 
A-3, P• 3091 A-4, P• 71, Personal knolrll!ldge. 
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D11r1ng the period after the armored penetration, the enem;r :l.n• 

f'antry attempted to follow the advance of' the taak8 but final protective 

fire stopped their advance, and a fire fight developed along the entire 

northeni. and llOrthwestern sector of' the line• Heavy oonoentratiODB were 

directed on the eneiq b7 CBDllon company-, the 386th Field Artillery 

Battalion, and the 929th Field Artillery Battalion. Then fires had 

been built up during the attack, and as the enam;r advance was stopped 

the support of the artillery gave the defender the advantage of' a greater 

fire power than cOllld be directed by the enemy. The heavy supporting 

fires (artillery) were the determining strength that forced the 8tllllll;f to 

'lfithdrair. The •nEIIIIY' began 'lfithdra'lfing forces ab011t 07io hour; and b7 

o830 hour, the first action of' the day was over. (36) 

can.alties resulting from this action, on battalion l8'1'el were not 
C,o. 

severe. H0118Ver, the 1st Section of' the 2d Platoon, D,I\ suffered one man 

killed and two severl,y wounded. lio serious losa of strength was suffered 

in consideration of' the intensity of' attack in either C C~ or B 

C0111pBQ7. The important loss in equipment was the destruction of three 

JIQA3 tanks of the attached'tank platoon. (37) 

Later during the clay, l April, two additional attempt. b7 the 

enemy to take the tom were attempted by foot elements of the 130th Panzer 

Lehr and Third ;!'atlzer Grenadier Divisiorl. Artillery concentrations 

and long range -chine gun defensive tires defeated these attempt.a before 

the attacking troops cOllld reach an assault position. (38) 

Wbile this action was taking place, the 'l'h1rd Battalion had been 

relieved from posi tiona 1n the Vicinity of' Baiger and was directed as 

the reg:imelltal reserve to the Braunshausen area. Coq>&l'lT I was attached 

to the lat Battalion and moved into positions on the east and northeast 

of' tom. By Oll!iOO April the battalion had been "built up" by the attach­

ments of' infantry and tank destroyer uni ts, had gained artillery support 

(36) A-4, P• 73); (37) Personal knowledge; (38) A-4, P• 7l; Personal 
knowledge; 
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and now was con!idently prepared to hold against further attempts by the 

Germans to take the town. (39) 

Administrative, logistical, and operational adjustments were 

accomplished during the early afternoon hour$. Replacement personnel 

were assigned the companies and allocated to the platoons. Three Jll8Jl 

were sent to 2d Platoon, D Company and these men were taken on line to 

prf!Pare a gun position. Enemy mortar fire 1!11J8pt the sector of the line 

in which these new men were worlcing. The platoon leader was in the illlllediate 

vicinity and took cover in the partially prepared position with these 
' • 

new men. The presence of the platoon leader with these men and the few, 

ll'Ords that were exchanged gave the men a confidence in the platoon and 

in the battalion to which they had been assigned. At the same time, the 

reactions of the men to the fire gave the pl,atoon leader a strong indi­

cation or the dependability of these men and the degree to which they 

had •combat adapted' themselves. (40) 

Prisoners, taken during the morning attaclca, were interrogated by 

Battalion S-2 personnel during the ciq_. Information relevant to the 

situation -• that repeated attacks had been ordered by the German C'OPIPIPnd 

to take Jledebach a.nd to effect the forcing of a breakout al.ong the axl.aJ. 

route, ][edebach-Xorbach-ltassel. (41) (See Kaps A and B) 

During the night l - 2 April 1945, German troops infiltrated into 

the tOIIIl. At daylight, this force of about one hundred and fifty men 

put small arms fire on CP locations, disrupted wire commmications and 

attempted to locate and neutralize antitank def8llllive positions. Sillnl­

talle0118ly1 self-propelled guns put fire on the western defensive sector. 

The raiding force worked toward the JWl on the west, as enemy armor 

advanced on the western defensive sector. This attempt to gap the line 

from within was defeated by the troops on the perimeter by directing fire 

into the town while artillery concentrations were laid on the adVBJ1cinC 

force froa the west. The personnel who had infiltrated were captured, 

(39) A-4, P• 72, Personal knowledge; (J:iO) Personal knowledge; (41) State­
ment of Clark Libbee, Battalion S-2, P• 309. 
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killed, or wOUllded and this attempt by the enemy bad failed •. (42) 

Pressure directed on Winterberg, and other areas of assembled enemy 

strength, by di'Yisi01l8 of III Corpe reduced the eneJIG' attscldng capabili-

ties and forced him to holding actio~. (43) 

During the action of the period 30 llarch - 2 April, the III Corpe, 

on the right of the m Corpe had attained the limit of its advance. The 

units of III Corpa were directed to VII Corps and employed to reduce the 

pocket and to relieve the units holding the line. On the 3 April 1945', 

the lst Battalion, 415th Infantry wu relieved :t'rClla lfedebach by elements 

of the 7th Armored Di'Yision and began the move to Usseln to aasemble with 

the elements of the regiment and to contimle t:tie advance. (44) 

ANALYST.S AND CRITICISJI 

The advance of the lst Battalion, 415th Infantey from 25 Jlarch in 

the bridgehead area to 30 Karch at )(edebach, the distance of one hundred 

and thirty miles, and a consideration that during the advance contact 

with the enemy had been continuous describes the rapidly changing .and 

fiuid situation that is to be expected in the nexploit operation." 

Characteristic of the exploitation is the extended trontages and wide 

dispositions of the units holding and securing the flanks. The analysis 

of the operation described illustrates the development of eilElllcy' strength 

and the threat of enemy counter-action 111&y force the committment of units 

to operate separately, and without normal artillery support for the time­

period of artillery displacement. The critical part organic 1111pport 

asoumes under this condition may be evaluated, in part, by the action 

of the machine gm platoon directly supporting the rine elements, and 

the 81-m 11ortar section in general support of the battalion. 

The operation at lfedebach shOIIB the need tor heavy"support during 

the complete phase of the defense. Were the eneDIY to have attacked 

Jledebach 'll'ith armor twelve hours before the attack actually materialized 

the inability to hold the area 'll'ith the battalion lllinus, without artillery 

(42) A•3, P• 309, A-4, P• 72, Personal lmCJwledge; (43) A-4, P• 71; (44) A-2, 
P• 530 
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support, 110uld have been evident by- the loss of the town and loH of 

control of the lledebach section the vital road net. 

In another respect, however, the analysis of the operations at 

Jl:edebach illUBtrates ·we11 the COllllland1s ability to b\lild up a threatened 

area by- 1110Vem.ent to gain concentration of mass. The situation demanded. 

rapid movement, and on:cy by anticipatory planning nre the moves accoa­

plished and troop dispositions capable of containing the •eJllSIT tore,, 

effected. 
II C 

The point ot a break in the confidence in the battalion defensive 

plan during the 31 llarch at lledebach might have been el:l:aiDated by the 

notification to "OJlllSJlY and platoon eomnanders and to the troops of· the 

attachments and support and their ezpected tims ot arrival or position-. 

1ng. 

Security 1fU inadequate in Jt:edebaeh as evidenced by the Gerllan forces• 

ability to infiltrate one hundred and fifty men into the town on the 

night l - 2 April 1945. 

There was no restriction ot movement in the town during day-light. 

hours. The town 11U Wlder close observation by the enemy and, by their 

observation of 1110Vement, tank positions and automatic napons positions 

were located by the enemy prior to his attacks. The death of one man 
and severe injuries of two men of the machine gun platoon, and the 

destruction of the three l'4A3 tanks nre part ot the results of this 

carelessness. 

During the operation no attempt: to locate enmy dispositiona by 

recomiaissance or combat patrol activity was made. lJnder the conditions 

of limited observation and particularly during the period of ezpected 

attack to fail to 'Q'Y to learn eilellJT intentions was in error. 

WSONS WRNED 

This action illustrates that: 

,. ( - t (l) The officers and men on the liJle are in the position to observe 
' \ . \." 
\ 
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and report any detected or suspected movement, activity, or unusual 

j'l.. l c-1 ,i1(A, en '~-41 f:.-\., 
disposition of the enaQ" and it is teeil resp0ll8ibility to transmit 4ml 

, r.l ·,1~ (- , ,-- __...--~--- .... ~,-~,-:#,,/_. ~,,,._.,.,_,_....., • ......i~...-,., • ..,~...,--•·.,._. 'f I ' .~,~ ,i r , ~ , . A. -•-"-~, ...... ~_~c.......,____ ___ ; .. , 

infoz,mation to hi~r 'i!ommand for interpretation and action. , 
•· . .,_,,.~-•-""'''"--·.,.."""·__.....•_•c••~~.,..,,~!j.,,.~••!,·, • '"f'· <,'"'" '. ,,~- ,··., ., ,,.;-..,-._.' •· ;·. • _,-,,,; ','. + •-. ·• ' , • • . ' 

(2) Ih:rormation to the troops • of the situation, -dis~osition, the 
~ 11 '\ ' 

\ - -11.issiona, ~'a:;;.il~hle support, as the circumatancea permit, strengtheu 

the confidence of the indiVidual soldier. 
,_.._._:,,_~.., .... ,.~ _,,,;,•,.·t•~---·=··~-•-;. ' t . • . . • 

""01 Adequate artillel'Y' support is essential. to all phases of the 
l --------------~ ... ~r.......,_,............,...,, 

defense. 

(4) Tbe presence of platoon comend•rs with newly assigned lllfm 
• - ··- ·•-· ,. -•· •• ,,,, •• ,,,~ -•·· - ·••~ -ss•- :· ,...._.,•~··,.-'l"'""'~'~•••·•....,~-•-•·-• .. •,s .. •;,-...,..,,, . ..,..~,,_,..,, ... 

during SOJ118 part of their first hours in the line assists in their ad.Just-________ 
~~~,O,!t, .. ,"'1i.;.:.;...,..,•,,--,-.,..,':',:.oe1•"'f.:,,.a:,_,--s ~ ""'"'----••;.-,..,..~,,,-_,,.,,.,<. ,' 

lll8llt to combat conditions. "'·-

, , ___ ...,(""$),-·~_;;-~;;-;.:;~ activity under conditiona of good observation 
..{',. ~-- ,_ .-..~ , ~ ~-·•"' ............... ----,---vs,;•;•.•,,.· .. ~-_,.,... __ ., .... --,.-:- ... ,.,,.,, ......... ,~~. "'" 1:,J!· ,· •• .". 

~ must be restricted to prevent diSclosure of defenaive positions prior 

to the attack. . 

(6) Hea-vy machine gun fires, 11111t1111ll;y supported, will impede the 
• ...__ ______ .. ~~-n-~~•'""•"""1-'""""""'-iUO,.-••'""• jOff,,:.-,•,M>t • ...,,•,.•,•-•.-·r.- J.c,.,~,•-~•~•'-•'•·~,,~ < 

advance of attacking inlantl'Y'• 

-<(~?~)-,il!lhiiim'iiant.ii'-'itank defenae is inadequate, additional rocket launcher 
----~-. ,,..,. -:.~· __,. ,_ ..... , ... ~ \,() I 

"' \J ,___ • .._ .... --.---~' "'' 

\ tea. -■t be located on the main line of resistance to cover armor 

approachee. 

( 8) Contillual reconnaissance b;y patrol action must be maintained ,-'\>-:,\ __________________ , ______ , _______ _ 
t-._ ; - -•.tl\:l!".i!A<f1'.\""1tll'll'.t<i'••I 

' to fix enem;r positions and to determine enemy movement. 


