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JINTRODUCSTION

'This monogreph covers the operatidns of Combet Team 9, Combet Commend
4 (CCA), 6th Armored Divieion, during the bettle of Bastogne, 3~5 Jenuary
1945.

Zince esrly August 1944, the 6th Armored Divislon hed been speerheeding
the edvencs of the Third Army through France. By 6 December 1944, the Dive
izion hed raeched a pﬁsition just west of Saa;‘g@mims, Germeny. Here it

went on the defersive until 24 December'l544 while awmiting orders to push

on inte Germany end the Siegfried Line, (1) (See Map A)
R Meanwhile, further to the north in the First Army sector, the German
counteroffensive commencing on 16 December 1944 gainedygre_at initiel sucecess.

& penetration of sbout s.‘.,xty-rﬁre miles was made into the Allied lines, end

the santire fronf in tile wast was threstened.: :lmerican unite, eonsisting of
the 101st dirborne Infentry Divisicn, Combet Cormend B of the 10th Armored
Division, the 705th Tank Bs;ttalicm, end othere were surrcunded end besiaged
in Bestogpe. (2)

Ch 20 Dacember 1944, Lt. Genersl George S. Petton, commending the Third

] Army, wes ordered to lift the siege of Bestogue. Accordingly, the entire

Third Army shifted its frent to the nerth, snd it ettacked the southern
shoulder of the German sellent, beginning on 22 December 1944. Immediste
edvences were reported, snd et 1845 hours, 26 December 1944, Combat Comrend
Recarve .of the 4th Armored Divisicn broke through to relisve the Bestogne
gerrison. (3)

Mesnwhile, on 24 December 1944, the 6th Armored Division had been sud-

denly ordered to Matz, to prepare to Join in the Ardennss fighting on 26

(1) &~1, p. 1; (2) A-4, p. 1; (3} A=2, D. 205,




Dacember, the 6th moved tc Luzembourg, where initielly it held s defensive
sector or the scuth flemk of Tttlebruck (See Mep B) es & pert o.f XII Corps,
‘commended by Major Cenersl IEddy. {4)

On 29 December, the 6th Armored wes fransterred from XIT %o III Corps,
commended by Mejor General Millikin, and ordersd to Bestogms, where it
sttacked on 31 Decamber, meking the first offensive thrust into the enemy
selient. (5) The 6th continued to do well, to quote General Patton, on ths
1st, 24 snd 3d of Jenuery 1945.

The 6th edvenced e total of two miles on 3 Januery, (6) (See Mep B)

nesring the town of Werdin.

THE TETRAIM AND WEATEER

Three and one half milee to the eest of Bastogne ley the town of
Werdin, (See Hapg.) This hamle$ of epproximately two dozen masonry
houses, for = two weel period, wee the esnter of fighting for CT $. It wes
eltunted in the midst of & velley formed by two unduleting hills running
generelly scnthwest. 3 smell streem cslled u_g_rz;g_ugah. flowed glowly
down the vsllay southwerd through ¥Werdin west tc the town Of Marvie, Thick
erowths of evergresn trees were spotted ecross the lendescepe, These trees
formed islende of recistence, where conceslment wes excsilent end whers
troops could move freely without teins seen. The rest of the ground was
open country divided intc flelds by smell wire fences. Theess mede excellent
cbeteeles Tor dmfecsive combet. (7)

4t the tize of the rciion, snow covered the entire lendsteps end ley
sbout knee deep in the fieice., The tempereture wee nerT Zeérc. Occesicnal
miste end snew flurries rolled irn tc reduce cbeervetion. {€) Trench foot
and frost bite were crusing meny cesteliles,

(4) <1, p. 142; (5) 4-1, p. 147: (6) &-2, p. 2131-212; (7) 2-4, p. 34,

p. 1223 {(8) £-1, p. 196.
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The frozen condition of the ground mede meneuver by tanks poseible in
eny pert of the sres, Tanke moved scroge the fields mand into the woeds with
the infentry. The frozen ice end snow covering the ground sllowed tal_:ks
to Arive right over snti-tenk mines which had been plantad both by the Germens
and the Americens. The detonetors of the mines wers frozem solid. (9)

In contrest to the open country, the roeds were ceked with ice, Slick

' o
rosds frequently up vahicles"oﬂ‘ the gredes end into the ditches, {10)

THE ENEMY SITUATION

On 12 December 1944, just prior to the Jumpeff for the Afdenm‘s counter-
offensive, the XLVII Panzer Corps Commender, Lt. Genersl von Luttwltz, steted
thet Bastogus, in the hends of the Americens, wes “en ebscess on our (the
Germen) lines of communicetion.™ (il) |

Luttwitz hed intended first to go dlrectly into Bestoghe if poseible.
Failing in this, he hed plenned to anvelop Bestoghne on both sides and stteck
from the wect with two armored divieions. The 26tk Volksgrenedier Division
would then move in end cleer up Bastogne,

Az plenned, the Germe‘ns‘had lzunched their stteck on 16 Decamber and
hed achieved grest initiel euceess. But the eight day Jdefenss of the 10lst
firborne Divieion {United Stetes) end others, hed csused not only XLVII
Fanzer Corpe but sleo the Fifth Penzer Army to comrmit meny more divisions
then originelly plenned. The Allied breskthrough on 26 Decembsr by the 4th
’%rmored Divieion cost the Bermens the initirtive. The remeinder of the fignt-
ing in Bretcone Terulted in the gredusl sepping of the etrensth of the Germnn
divisions, Oradurlly, the Germens were shoved to the reer,

Cn the Zd of Jenurry 1945, Werdin, directly erct of Pacstogne, wre lost
end Teteken ty the Germene from elements of the 6th 2rmored Division {United
Sietes), At this time, four Jermen divisions directly oﬁposed the 6th

{9) Personel Experience; (10) Personsl Experience; (11) 2-4, p. 177,

-




Armored, eo followse:
1Z0th Panzer Lehr Divieicn {Lt., Genersl Peayerlsin)
5th Feretroop Division (Major Gensrsl Pellmann)
340th Volkegrenedier Divieion (Commender unidentified)
26th Volksgrenedler Divieion (Mmjor Generel EKckott)
(12)

Gepersl Menteuffel, Comrender of the Germen Fifth Panmer Arny, wes very
concerned over the Germen difficulties et Bestogne. While wvisiting Major
Gepersl Eckoit, he said, "Bestogns must be ‘teken et ell coste.™ (13)

The Germen troops, however, were in mieerable sheps. Americen ertillery
end eir power hed dealt them crushing blowe. Cold, hunger, end lsck of
proyer ghaltaer were causing nen-commicsioned officers to uee bayonets on the
man to keep them fighting, Since supply of ell tyﬁea wag short, the Germasns
were instructed thet the situation would be “improved &a scon #g5 Bestogne,

which wes rumorsd to cortein lerge supply dumps, fell to the Germens, (14)

SITUCATICN, 6TH ARMORED DIVISION
Z JENUARY, 1945

Major Generel Robert W. Grow, 6th Armored Division Commender, in e per-
sonel lettsr geve the situetion of the Division during the first four deys of
Jenuery. Mejor Generel Grow's remerke follow: ‘

"or 1 Jenuery cur missicn was to drive northeest on e relatively nesrrow
front (See Mep B) which wee entirely north of Werdin, Therefore, our flrst
ettacke on 21 December end 1 Jenuery were made in that direction, elthough
o4 on the right hed Werdin 1n ite zone, Tither lste on 1 Jenuery or esrly

on 2 Januery the Corpe Commender brocdened our zone +to include Bres. In my

.telke with kim I seld thet this would give us & very wide zone for an Arme

ored Divicion opersting without reinforcemente, ond thet I wes skeptical
about it beceuse I would heve to cammit every unit in thes Division snd could

keep ho Teserve, Howsver, he wes mnxlous for us to eseist the advence of the

(12) A-4, p. 175, A-1, p. 154; (13) A-4, p. 197; (14) A-4.
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26th Divislen which wee ettecking towsrd Bres from the scuth, end the 35th
Division which wes between us snd the 26%h end wes bedly played out in the
woode fighting thet bed tsken plece, We 4id etteck on 2 and 3 Jepunery in
sccordance with thies plen. It resulted in seversl selients being thrust
into the enemy lines, snd resulted in & very irrsgular snd*long front, which
I celculeted to be more then 10 miles on the Ird." (18)

The front line deseribed by Gensrel Grow (3es Map C)} extended from the
VIil Cor'ps boundery on the reilroed track to the north, southemst elong the
woode esst of Megeret, then to the_woods west of Benonchemps, south slong the
ridge west of Werdin to the Bastogne-¥iltz highwey, west slong the highwey
to Marvie, then soutk to the I5th Division beoundsry., This irregular line
contained seversl ezlients, the woret one being to ths south flank slong
the Wiltz highwey. This line waé held by three infentry bettelions, three

tank bettelions, snd ons reconneissance compeny. (16)

TASK ORGANIZATION, CCMBAT TEAM 9

+

On 3 December 1944, the task orgenizetion of Combat Tesm 9 wae set up

as follows: 7
9th Armored Infantry Bettalion (~Co. C) Mejor Prenk K, Eritton
Commanding
Co. A, 15th Tenk Bettalion
1st Platoon, Company C, 25th Armored Englneer Battellon
1 Flatoon of Compeny B, 6034 Tenk Destroyer Battslion
2 Sections, Battery A, 777th AAA Battallon
126th Fleld Artillery Battalion (Direct Support)
ﬁnm this group, attachments were further broken down to ths two Arm-
ored infantry companiss, easch oné recsiving ons pletoon of tanks, ons sectilon
of tank destroysrs, and one section of entisircraft guns. The tank company
Teceived the pletoon of snginsers to form e third tesm within the unit.
All forwerd unite of the 6th Armored Division conaisted of tenk infantry

teams similer in tesk orgenization to Combet Teem 9. Some wers tank strong

(15) a-5; (16) A-1, p. 186.
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(& tank bettslion reinforced), others were infentry strong (an infantry
battalion reinforced), These combet teems were commendsd by ths officers

heving the mejority of troope in the team. (17)

STATUS 0¥ PERSONNEL, SUPFLIES, AND EQUIPMENT .~

Tbe condition of the troope on the whole was good. The tank crews
were wall treined, end m majority of the men were vetersns, However, the
9tk Armored Infantry B;ttelion hed received sbout one hundred and fifty
replacements just before Christwes, Thess men had been ssrvice troops,
mainly cocke and bekers, with only & smettering of infantry training. Such
men were to prove ﬁ handicap in the metion which followed. (18)

The ntatus of supplies snd squipment et the tims was excellent. All
vehicles were lomded with four daye rations, aml all weapone were emply
supplisd with ammnition. “I'here wae ng notlceable shortege of tanks or
wsapons, Snow suite hed been ordered for the tréops, mt they hed not er-

rived. (19)

ACTION OF COMBAT TBAM 9 -3
ON % JANUARY 1945

Combst Tesm 9 hed ettscked on 1 and 2 Jenusry generally aast-tmrd
Werdin, (Ses Mep D) The sttscks mede progrecss end by dusk on 2 Januery, front
line slements of OT 9 were generelly disposed as indicated balow: -

A Compeny,15th Tenk Battalion (less detachments) in the northeast edge
of the woods mbout ons helf mile west of Marvie Cresk and southwest of Werdin.

A Compeny, 9th Armorsd Infeantry Bettellon wes lécated sbout three hundred
yerds south of Compeny A, 15th Tenk Battelion, in the woods southwest of Wer-
din.

B Company, $th Armored Infentry Bettelion, wes loceted in the woods

{x7) (18) (19) Personal Experience.




severs]l hundred yards shesd of the rest of CT 9 in & position three hundred
yards north of Mervie creek.

On the nlght of 2 Jenusry 1945, 2t about 2000 hours, Major Frenk E.
Britton, commending CT 9 geve his verbel order for the contlnustion of the
ettack on T Jenuery to his essembling subordinate commenders at ths Commsnd
Poet. (Seg! Msp D) The order, in gensral, wes as follows: )

The line of deperture for ell units would be the present front lima,

A Company, 9th Armored Infantry Battalion, would attack dus east at
0830 hours 3 Jenuery; croee the Marvie creek and seize that portion of the
high ground south of Werdin in its zone. I4¢ then would prepere defensive
positions to hold the ground gained. Contact would be made with c-T 15 on
the north flenk.

B Company, 9th Armored Infantry Battelion, wonld move out to clear the
woods now held completely by Germans., It would then reesssembls in its present
position, =nd prepsre to continue the etteck on ordsr.

A Compeny, 15th Tenk Battelion (less detachments) would atteck st 0830
hours to .seize the northern slope of ths high ground south of Wardin. Upcn
rerching the objective, defensive positions would he set up on tﬁe high
ground. The 128th Field Artillery Bettslion would fire on tarzets of oppor-
tunity es the stteck progressed. {20)

The next merning et 0830 hours, A Compeny, 2th Armored Infantry Battel-
ion moved out. It resched the forwerd edge of the woods, then crocsed th.e
streem end sterted towerd the objective ms skirmishers with two pletoons
gbreest, On ite wey to the hill it received both smell arms snd ertillery
fire, which reriously wounded Ceptein Schomish, the Compeny Commender, in
the leg. Ceptein Schomish hed fo be evecusted end the Compeny Exccutive
0fficer led the cormpeny up the hill %o the objective,

On 2 Jenuery, Ceptein ﬁice, the B Compeny Commender, hed been hospitel-

ized with e 'cold., Therefore, on % Jenurry, B Compeny, with an inexperienced

(2¢) Perconel Experience.
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Lieutenent ecting ac comrending officer, hed been ordsred to clear the woods
of Germens, end then rescsemble on its pressnt position to eweit further
orders. The Bettelion S-3 wee ordered by the Bettelion Commender to go
elong with B Compeny end to supervise it in the a2iteck.

The Battlion 5-3 prrived et the B Compeny position shortly efter 0B30
% Jenuary. He found thet the compeny hed not sent enyone to clear the woods.
In fact, the Lieutenent in cherge, when questioﬁad, ghowed no desire to leed
the compeny in the etteck. So the Baté;l_ion 5-3 decided thet he must take
over and leed the compeny himeelf. He called the platoc;n leaders together
and ordersd the firet two pletooné and the tenk pletoon to move cut as skirmp-
ishers through tha woods, using merching fire to clesrT woode of the éneny.
The Third Pletoon wes to remein in reserve in its present position.

_ The #wo pletoons end the tenk pletoon moved ont imdiately‘, with the
S-3 sccompanying them. This unit clesred ths woods, ¥illing ene Germsn and
capturing flve prigonsrs. Upon completion of the tmsk, it returned to its
formeT position end reorgenized.

Shortly after 0900 hours, s megssge arrived from the Bettalion Executive
Officer (Captein Redingsr) ordering thet en sttesking force be formed. This
fores wee to consist of one pletoon of infentry end one pletoon of tanks,
under command of the infentry.plstoon lesder. This force would move to the
Wiltz roed, turn left, end attsck east to envelop the enemy iroops on the
south flepk of the Battelion Objective, (21) (See Mep E)

The attecking force, thus orgenized, moved to the ro;e.d end sdvanced esast
es directed. Infentry scldiers in this force wers pinned down erst of Vrervie
¢reek by intense enemy smell srms fire. This fire ceme from the higk ground
to the frcnt snd from the wooded hill mess to the south., The tank pletoon
immedistely blasted at the ensmy position with ell guns, end it moved for-
werd {0 the open ground betwesn the hill end the Wiltz roaﬁ. Hers esll tanks
continued firing on the wooded hill maes on the south flenk. (22)

(21) Personsl Experience; (22) Psreonel Experisnce, A-l, p« 158
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While this fire fight wee golng on to the emst, a messcenger arrived
ordering the Battelion S-~3 to bring up the remsinder of B Company along the
game Troute used by the .inrantry tank pletoon tesm, B Gompany 'n'muld then
attack throﬁgh ths pinned down iInfentry piatoon 2nd ¢capture the southsrn
portion of the Battelion Objsctive. (23)

The Bettalion S-3 took over the company egein end ordsred ths compeny
to move out as directed. The march to the Toed wes mads with e pletoon
eclumn formetion, the Second Fletoon lepding. The Second Platoon Leader
deployed his first equed in squad column.

In_ this formation the compeny moved sast down thes Wiltz road snd through
the. First Pletoon to the Ohjsctive, Supporting tenk fire struck the enemy
positions with such ferocity thet cur iroops were able to move acroze the
oper field stapding up. The enemy 4id not fire & aingie round in return. -
The appesrance of the compeny, in ract,; wee encugh to convince the Germsnas,
dug in on the hill, thet for them the wai' WBE Over. .rgrty enamy soldisz;s
jumped out of their foxholes with their hends up., They were tsken prisoners
snd were lmmedietely evecusted to the resy. {24)

B Cmnpany\, eri,thout further edo, movad up on the hill and secured the
right half of the Bettelion Objective, The 5-3 visited both plateoons and
hed them dig In as guickly es possible. The pen responded promptly, build-
ing lines of single foxholes srlong the wooded crest.

On the left of the Bsitslion sector, Compeny A, 15th Tank Pettelion, wes
prdersd to envelop the ensmy north flenk, With thie atteck completed, the
Bettelion Objective fell to Combet Teem 9. A pletoon of tenks wes then with-
drawn to mske contset with CT 15 on the north flank, ani to cover the left
of CT 9. At this point, end without notifying the 23-% who wes placing B
Compeny's troops in e defancive position, the Pattellon Executive Officer
(Ceptain RedingsT) took the Firet Pletoon of B Compeny, which had just been
passed through in the sttsck, sway from the south flank eﬁd rleced it in

(23)(24) Personal Experience.
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position ercund the pletoon ¢of tenke on the north flenk.

This ectlon left B Compeny in e precsriocus positiomn, Its forward posi-
tion on the crect left the compeny with its southk flenk in the sir snd with
no reserves to give depth to 1ts position, The tanks were lined up along
the Wiltz roed fecing scutk towerd the enemy position, whieh wes no more
then one hundred yards eway., (25) ‘ . .

The situation wes somewhet improved when an amo.red infantry compsny
from CT 44 orgenized s defensive poéitioﬁ axtending west from the above
menticned tanks elong the Wiltz roed. This unit faced the enam& to the
south; it dug in 2long the bank of the Wiltz roed. 'I‘he rest of CT 44 ex-
tended west mlong the Wiltz rgad and then south to Marvie, where it contected
o Sé. 0T 86, in turn, meinteined contect with the 35th Infantry Division,
which wee dug in ebout two miles to the southwest. (28)

At sbout 1500 hours, troops from A Company cbserved Germesn troops of
gbout compeny strength, led i)y twp Tiger Royel %enks, moving scuth aiong
thes front of the Sattalion_ position. They moved in & ‘cclumn of twoe es If

unswere thet the high ground wee ip Americen hands. Forwerd observers from

botk & and B Compenies celled for artillery fire on the Germsn column. - In
gbout tenr seconds the eaTth sheock e¢ e'bo‘ut two hundred shells explodsd to-
getheT on the ensmy. MNecdless to sey, the enemy colutm dispersed, end the
tenks withdrew towsrd Werdin. Suceh en ertillery show reised the morele of
tae frent iine troope of CT 9.

The Lisutensnt of Compeny 2 who hed been uneble to lesd the etirck wes
strrightensd cut Ty the S-3. After receiving & shert, sharp lecture on
ieedership, he took over #s Compeny Commepder end proceeded with the tssk of
conecl ideting the Adefence, _

At gbout 1800 hours, efter shecking the front, the Bettelicn $-3 re-
turned to Emtislion BHesdquertsrs. (27)

{25) Perscnel Bxperience; (26} A-1, p. 156; (27) Personal Exzperience,
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ACTICN, 4-5 JANUARY, 1545

The morring of 4 anua.i‘y gterted off very guietly, with the trocps of
2T 9 consclidating their positicns. No enemy sction wes reported during
the morcing,.

About 1100 bours, the 5-3 wes ordered by the CT 9 Comsender to go over
to CT 15 and find out how ¢ Compeny, 9th Armored Infeniry Battelion, now
& pert of CT 15, had mede ocut in the 3 Jenuery stteck. The 85-3 secured o
- jeep mnd drove over to the woods occupled by CT 15. "Ihe's-3 returnsd aebgout
'1500 hours end reported beck to the OT 9 Commender,

During the S<Z'e four-hour ebsence from the CT 9 ares, much snsmy
activity had been seen to the front. It was essy to see that an atiamck was
imminent. Eosmy troops in white spnow suits were seen moving sround. CT 9
troops dug in deeper esnd weited for the right.dﬁ uwgv
_ ' puﬂ*—“' |

CT 44 was the first unit to be hits At ebout 1600 hours, enemy soldiers
mgsaul ted ite posltion esat of the roed Junction south of Wardlin. The atteck
centered around a building used for the hsadquerters of Compeny B, 44th Arm-
cre'd Infentry Bettelion. The building wee cut off end ell personnesl in it
vere killed or'ceptured. A counteratteck by tenks wes leurched mfter con-
centraticns of 1igkt end n;edivm ertillery were fired on the enemy. The
Qermen stieck wes dispersed, but four of our tanks were destroyed in the
battle,

Toe OT 9 Commend Post wee the scene of zrest ectivity. 2t sbout 16CC
hours, =n order from CCA wes recelved which st.?ted ge follows:

®The scuth eector of the Combet Commend line is to be withdrawn 1o the
shorter positien pcoupied on 1l January-zi:y CT 44 {See Wep E), epproximetely
1000 y;rds north of the precent position. Tais withdrawel end recrganize-
tion is to be completed immedistely after derk.™ {28)

The Commender of T 9 ceiled over the S-3 and expleined the situztlen
to him. He then ordered the S-3 o sxecute the withdrewal of CT 9 to e

(28) A-1, p. 157,

13




position elong the edé,e of the woods west of Mervie creesk, The tanks would
be egsembled in the rerr of the infentry so thet they would be availeble for =
counteratiack. He ceutloned the S$-% thet this wes @ tough job end thet he
should hs very cereful.
At ebout 1630 hours, the S-% left the Commend Fost end wén:t to the
front line positions, Just in the reer of A Compeny position, he sew a
ghastly sight which showed th§ results of seversl deys exposure io zZero
weether end desap snow. A soldler set huddled st the bottom of tite hill,
apperently asleep. On s second look, the 8-3 reslized that he had frozan
to death, These were the conditlons under which the men fought at Bestogne.
Thue, it wes epperent that we wers fighting two ememles - the Germens end
the bitter cold. (29)
The situstion seemsd criticel, The five tanke covering the right flepk
hed been knocked ocut end set sblsze by Germsn baZooka fire, The troops =21l
' . slong the line were engeged in s terrific smsll srms fire fight with the
Garmens. Burp éu:;e spattered swey up end down the front line, Iudget{ from
£ the sound, the Germens hed schisved fire superiority. An ettack could bs
expected momenterily. {30} .

The S-3 visited the fiont line positions of both A end B Companies. No
officers could be locetsd, snd none of the men questloned knew where the
officers were, Apperently ell the corpeny officers of both cﬁmpanies had be~
come casuelties, The men were busily engeged in the fire fight, so the 5-3
left for the CT 9 north flenk pesition. |

Upon érrival, the S-3 found out that the Fletoon Leeder of the FPirst
Fletoon, Compsny B, %th Amoreci Infentry Battelion, hed been placed in
commend: of the tenks-infantry tesm guerding the north flemk of CT 9. Thie
canbet group wee the least engeged of any et the time. The S5-3 ordered this
group to withdrew to the woods end orgenize a support pesitlon on the right

flenk to cover the withdrewsl of the remsinder of OT 9. (31)

{29)(320)(3L) Personal Experience.
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The S-3 returned to the A Compeny Commend Post, 2pd moved through the
A Compeny eree looking for officers. In desperstion the S-3 finally found
a Sergeant who wes commending a pletoon. In the ebsence of officers, the.
$-37 placed the Sergeant in temporery commsnd of the A Compeny troops. The
Sergesnt wes ordesred %o withdrew the compeny by platoons, sierting with the
left pletoon. The withdrawal wrs ttla begin at‘dark. The Sergeant estated thet
he understood. |
The 8-3 then went to the B‘compaus defensive position. The company
wag in the midst of = terrific fire fight with the enemy. I ire wes being de-
livered from every evsilabls wespon at close renge, It wee evident that this
company was in tor~a Tough merep.

Seeing the situstion, ths S-3 decided thet nodody in B Compeny could be
notified of the withdrswel st this time. Otherwise, the men might breek and
run, They were scared, but they were holding their om. It was best to
lesve them whers they were until darkusss fell. '

Meanwhils, the tenk platoon and infamiry platoon on the left flank began
%o thin out end to move to their position in the woods. This move proceeded
in an ordsrly menner. The S$-3 joined this group. He moved the infentry
pletoon over to the scuthern edge of the woodas behind B Compsny. Here he
geve them instructions to pﬁpan a defensive position to cover the with-
drewel. The Pletoon Lesder, = Firet Lieuténant, sgusadewnd put the men to
digging foxholes on the position. (See Mep E) (32)

The tenks remeinsd in an mssembly point in the seme woods about two
hundred yards north of the infantry pletoon pesition.

Just before 1700 hours, the 5-3 met the S-2, who had been up at the
front =1l dey s5d who was returning to CT 9 Command Fost. The S-3 told the
82 fhs.!t tha left flenk group which bs now saw had bean withdrswn eerlisr
- than the rest of CT 9 to act as & basa for the remeindsr of the Combat Team
to fall beck on. The 3.3 requesteé thet this informestion be given to the

{32} Personsl Experience,
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Commender, The S-2 sgsented and left for the Commend Fost.

Unfortunetely, the men in the A Compeny position saw the tanke end men
move into the woods in the Teer of them. This wes enocugh to convines them

= thet the withdrswel hed begun. They immedintely atarted working to the

rear, hesding for the tank position, They were in no apparsnt hurry; they
Just slowly essed to tha rear. | . '

The 8-3 rushed over to the troops coming beck from A Compeny., He got
them moving end under the sover of the woods where ths tanks were located.
Bs located the ranking Sergeent of ths group thet had fallen back end placed
him in commsnd of ell A Company men in the woods. The Sergeent then wes
ordered to prepars a perimster defense eround the itenks, beginning st once. (33}

Then the most amezing thing happened. Whet appeered to be & platooi: of
men moved out from the woodas to the right flenk, just & little beyond the B
Compeny front lins, They ceme on the desd Tum, moving single file, resembling
football players as they prence into the stmdium for a geme.

To his sbsclute horror, ths S% saw tﬁis and concluded that B Company

elso wes hemding to the rear but at e much more repid pmce than A Compeny.

These troops hed po helmets oﬁ - gearves were wrapped around their heeds.
In the mist and fast gathering darknese, identity of these men was lmpossibles.
They entersd the woods a% 'a point which would lead them directly on to the
infentry pletoon just pleced as a right flenk support by the S-3, thirty
minutes esrlier, This should turn out 211 right, thought the 85-3 - 2t least
the Lisutenant in cherge will be able to cslm them down and organizé them,
The é-} then took two tenks of the pletoon in A Compsny asfembly ares,

and with them he stertad to plece them in & cantrsl position to the reer,
wlhere they could serve es s countersttack force, With these tenks he climbed
the hi.fl thet pessed directly in reer of the infantry platoon guarding the
right flenk. Desiring to cheek tim ‘troops hera, the S-3 moved towsrd the

L infentry position. As he epprosched, scldiers were seen rosming eround the
defeneive position - they certeinly wers not busy digging thelr foxholesl

(%2) Personsl Experience.
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The 8-% grebbed the rirst soldier end esked him whet wee going on.

The soldier emswered in Germen end threw his gun on the 5-Z, saying in
Englieh, “Surrender,'™

Here wes an Americen officer reprimanding e German soldier for doing
his duty for the Fetharlendl

The S-3 snepped his rifle to his hip and trisd to fire - too slow on
the.drmr! The German scldier fired; the S-3 fell fo the ground, wounded in
the leg. The Germen, s young boy no mors than sixteen yesrs of ege, stood
over the 8-3, considering whether or not to finich him off with anotber
tullet, Finally he ‘decided not; he took ths S-3's rifle and left the 8-3
lying in ths enow.

Suddenly the Germen Pletoon Lasder spotted the two tanks which hed
followed ths 8-3 up the hill. He ordersd his men down, end called for the
bazooke men, “Panzerfasust! Panzerfaustl Panzera'n!" -

The Germsn bazooke msn fired et the leed tank, The round struck the
egide of the tenk deed center Jus-t above the track, The tenk track fell off;
the tank stopped but the crew ssdasped uninjvred. The other tank opened fire
on the Germens with its mechine guns, while it slowly becked awsy dowb to
the A Compeny defensive position. (34)

The Garmens then moved ebout one hundred yerds deeper into the woods,
where they ceme upon the B Compeny helf treck (commend vehicle) end enother
helf treaek filled with "C" end "E® retione, They forgot sabout the fight;
they sterted erting. (Leter stetements showed that they had not eaten in
three dsye), However, from this pocitiocn the Germens could obsexve ell move-
mente of the Americens, and they could prevent reinforcement of the Combet
Teem from the rosd.

Judging from this ection, epperently the Germen unit wes a combat patrpl,
gent in to =eize thie terrein festure end to contein the Americens on the
Bottelion forwerd positioms until = coordineted stteck could be lesunched.

(%) Personal Experience,
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Also, they desired to cepture ee msny priscners se possible. (35)

Severel hours leter, sfter deork, two Amerié:an goldiers from the B
Compeny positions wendersd into the woods shouting "Yenk! Yenk!™ at the
top of thelr volces. The 8-3 mttracted the attentiox.z- of theses men, who
were lost in the derk end ccld. Seeing thet the 5-3 1:135 sexriously wounded,
they bendeged his leg wound, picked him np snd tried to work sround the
Germen positlon by cireling left., They ﬁnoved g scant fifty yar&a before the
Germans purrounded the group. The two soldiers dropped the S«3% end threw up
their hends,

The S-3Z telked to the Germens, telling them thet 1t wees ridiculous for
only these five Germtns to attempt to teks the three Amsricen soldlers beck
to their lineg where there was no food. Instesd, they shox;ld, themselves,
surrendser to the 8-3, who guerenteed them safety and good' conduct back to an
Anericen PR Cege, where thay would be well-fed -ms Prlsoners of Wsr. The
Germans liestensd ettentively as they‘ munched éwa_y on the stolsn “E™ retionms
teken from the B Compeny hsl? treck. Finelly they shook their heeds, 1ndi-
ceting thet the Amrica-ns would be teken back to the Germen lines,

For the S-3 the wer wes over, He was helped o the Germen positions,
welking between two men. .St the Germen Commend Post, 2nd eweiting interview,
wes the Americen Lieutenent end his pletcon thet the S-% hed placed in posi-
tion to support the right flank. The Lisutenent eppesred in good heelth,
end it wes evident thet he end his pletoon hsd surrendersd withoﬁt firing =
ghot, He welked over to the S-37 to explein but no explenation wes necessery.

Fortunetely for Combet Teem 9, no more attecks were lsunched thet hight.
The Germen counteratiack, coming #s 1t did upon the heels of the withdrawel,
hed upsét the apprle cert. No officers were with the men to aselst 1; re-

" orgeaizetion, Lottt men wendered sround ell night end on into the next dey
hunting their compeniez, Seversl houre lster, officers from CT 9 Heedquarters
and eleo CCA got through to the fronmt line tToops. By dewn the withdrewal

(25) Personel Experience.
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had been completed snd & strong defensive peesition ofganizad. The remein-
der of 5 Jenuary 1945 wes epent in consolideting the positions.
| &% this point Americen Alr powsr hit with e fury thet put the Germens
beck on their heels, The XIX Tecticel dir Commend, working with Third Army,
opensd up with everything thet could f£ly. P-Hl's pounded ensmy troop con-
- centretions, emmunition dumps, and defended enexmy towns. Germen soldiers
wers 850 distracted thet they were held in defensive positions only by the
greatest efforts of their officers and mon-commissioned officers. The 8-3,
now lying in e Glerma.n aid ste_tion, saw' the stetion £1il1 up with Germen
wounded efter o reerty P-51 reid. The Germian Sergeant in the eid station
angrily ssked the S.3 if eny of the prisonsrs werse flya;.'s. 'B-ae.s-S replied
thet it wes ncne of his business, (36)

Thus ended the period 3-5 Jemuary 1945 for Combet Team 9, This period
hed glven the teem en ecid test under the worst circumstences of weather
and ‘Izérrain, g8 well eg snemy setion. It is well %o nﬁte thet Genersl Patton
ﬁote in his 'diery of Jenuery 4 in Bestogne, "We can silll can lose the wari™
(37) To quote from m letter bty Colonsl John L. Himes, CCA Commender, “hAs it
sppeered leter this was _determimd attack whose object was to breek scrosse
the southern bese of the Brotogns selient end sgaln isclete 1t. 'I‘he strength
et the time wes ectimeted fs » reinforced regiment, with ten tiger tenks end
ten self-propelled guns. The armor wes counted from the Werdin hill before.
the smoke wes too thick. FHowsver, since this was oone of the ;I.e.st me jor
sttempts t‘o breek out of the Bulge, the strengih mey have been grezter.* (38}
To further gquote Colonsl Hines, "Incidentsliy, when I drove down the Eree
roed in Februery, efter the snow hed ma;.'.lted, end troops were -removin.g the
dead f;'om this battlefield, the stench wes= eppslling as were the numbers of
German bodles in $his eves. At the tim of the fighting, end right sfter,
the heevy showfhad buried the bodies end frozen the wounded." (39}

{36) Personel experience; (37) &-2, p. 2A73; (z8) 4-11; ({39) a-1l1,
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ANALYSIS AND CRITIZISM

In the words of Mejor Genersl Grow, the Commsnder of 6th Armored Divie
sion, "the. 9th Infentry, =e well es the 44th, together with the supporting
tenks, performed most brilliently, under the circumstences of surprise, faest
gethering derimess £ng the bitter cold snd deep snow. Besi?des (the S5-3) end
the othere thet were ceptured, & grest many men waTe seperated end liter-
elly lost. Maﬁ,y of these found their way back to our limes during the nesxt
two days. The night of the 4th 1t locked like a disaster %o us, ‘but ‘beforo
deylight the lins wes firm, the enemy countersttmck hed been compietely re-
pulsed énd our losses were much less than feaTed --;--—--_----. Only tha

~brillient end dogged resistence of small units and individunls saved the
situstion.® (40) '

The first problem noticed in the preceding operation wes the poor lesder-
ghip shown by the Liesutenant in cherge of B _Gpmpany. If officers hed been
plentiful in the compeny, this officer could bheve bean evacuated. ‘But there

were onbly three offlcers with B Company end many 'tixms in the battle Flstocn

lLesders (Lisutensntz) wers cslled on to eerve s e pert of s platoon fenk
. intentry teem wth s epeéific mis§ion. Therefore, thiz Lieutensnt wes left
in temporery commend of the comioeny.
The eotion of the Bettslion Executive Officer in teking o pietcon fram
“"“ B Company wi thout notifying the S«3 who wee cohsolideting the company upod
the cbhjective, vioclerted the principle of cﬁain cf commend. This sction left
the flenk cf the compeny in the eir. It is beliewsd thet the pletocn of
infentry should heve been teken from  Compeny in the center to form the
north fisnk protection. N
The uwraususl success echieved by the B Jompany tenk=infantry tasm wes in-
spiring. In fect, the surrander of forty Germens showed how effective this
combinetion wes. Such e victory reired the morsle of the men.

(40} 2-5.
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The locetion. of the £ive %tenks in the open wes e milsteke, “ereful
selestion of positions in the woods siong the Wiltz roed would heve guer-
teed the tenks conceelment end still left them in & posltion to eccomplish
their mission. \

The defonsive position orgenized on the objective lacked depth. Even
with OT 44 on its right, the position of 2T 9 wes over-extended. This was
epperent to General Grow, who crdered a withdrewsl the next dey. (4L}

Withdrewel operstions should bs cerefully planned and executad. 3a~
sides the S-3, other steff officers should heve gone up to aselst in the
withdrewsl. Then when no officsrs were loceted in the ccompanies, steff
of ficers could have tekern over =3 compeny commenders end successfully exs-
cuted the withdrewsl. This hed %o be done aub\sequcntly, when it wes much
moTe dir:ticu}.t. ) .

The Garman etteck in the midet of CT 9's withdrawal could hsve besn dle-
eatrous to the Divisior{. Tortunetely, the Cermens stopped when they ceme )

a
ecrocs the two helf tracke £illed with "C" end "K" retions. They stopped

attecking snd sterted eeting. Fungry men will not fight very ﬁell, no metter

- whrt £ide they ere on,
Teilures mede bty the S«3 in the withdrewel ecticn were, (8] notifying
t' A Compeny Tergeent, too soon, of the witrdrewel, (b) not eending = con-
tect patrol ove-r t¢ ckeck cn unidentif;'.ed trocope in the eres, end {e} tewl-

1

7ing out £ Nermen soldder who wee gnly doing his duty.

-
A

1. Officars en? enlisted men of 211 renks murt be thorcughly treined
R — T i W AN e T e e,
in l-odar*“in go thrt they c¢en functi"'n urd=r the most rdverses ¢ircumcirnces..

ey LTS
-

ﬂ‘s\}\} 2« Comrunizetions, once ¢o=t, must be rRgE incd es guieckly == poscible
™ — L s

by the comtined afforts of vuppricr =nd =ubordin9ta;.

(41) *-1, T. 157.
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3+ trmored unite must heve infentry ettechments if they ere required

s

[ Sy ey R vy . TRt TR iz iy A e TR R " 5 ny

to orgenize e iefer\=*ve Bgsitior‘ ¥ }.&?ﬁ*&tﬁ!

4o Withdrawal or

“eliefo*"*ticns nust- be cere"‘ull_; plsnned. It is

"at guck 8 time thet e unit is most vulnsreble to ensmy attack.

?0" 5. 2ttecks mey fell becsuse of cold and kungry men. »This is especielly

true of T MeTmen ztteck on 4 JEOUETY V

6. ALl unexplainmd troope in sn eree must be checked immedirtely by

v
contect patrole, perticulerly when visibliity is poor.
-~ )
7. TFxposed flanke must bs safeguerded.
8. Defensive positions muet be crgenized in depth. .
- P —— ; ke
9. Conceslsd end covered positions should be selected for tanis in the
. i - e A Ly, L
gefensze,
10, Pighting in extrers cold, to be successful, requires thorough
TS . N , ,. ~ 4 'W
treiningd tow -M-W'l - !
s
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FEADQUARTERS TCRT DEVEDE, MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE CF TSE COMVANDING GENERAL
FORT DEVRNS, MASSACHUSETTS

19 November 1948,

Major James MeCrorey, -
119 Infentry Drive,
Columbus, Georgle.

Ky desr MoCrorey,

It i=s very gretifylog to ms to learn that you have
chosen ons of the most dseperstely fought engsgements of the
Divielon for your monogreph. I well remembar the gemerel sit-
uetion eand & few of the details, but I em efreid I cannct add
anything from perscnel knowledge that fe not conteinsd in the
"Combat Rsoord® which we published in beok form in Germany.

You &aid you hed = copy of the 6th Armorsd Diviszion History.

If this history is the oms published in Yedkinville, N.C., it does
not eontein ms much deteil me the officlel esdition published by the
Division. Ths libtrery et Fort Benning was- furnished & copy of the
"Combat Record®, end I presume this is the one you heve. ‘The
gkeiches mt the eand of sech chepter are quite sccurats, and the
teetienl orgenizetion of the seversl units is listed in the text
with complete scecurecy. If you heven't got the right book, let me
know st once and I will losn you one,

I can give you ons or two pleces of beckground informs-
tion rrcm the Divisien point of view. On 1 Jenuery our mission
wae to drive northesst on a reletively nsrrow front which wes en-
tirely north of Werdin. Therefore, out filrst ettacks on 31 Dec-
ember end 1 Januery were made in that direction, mlthough CCA
on the right head Werdiz in itz zone, Either late on 1 Jenuery
or serly on 2 Jenuery the Corps Commender brogdened our zone to
includs Bres. In my telks with him T seid that this would give
us & very wide zone for en Armorsd Divisicn opersting without re-
inforcements, and thet I was gkepticel ebout it beceuse I would
have to commit every unit in the Division and could keep no res-
erve, Howevar, he wes anxious for us fo aseist the advance of the
26th Divieion which wes attecking toward Bras from the south, 2nd
the 35th Divisicn which wes between us and the 26th, snd was pretty
" bedly pleyed-ocut in the hesvy woods fighting thet hed teken place.
We did eiteck on the 24 end 33 of JenueTy in eccordsnce with this
pien., It resnlted in seversl salients being thrust into the enemy
lines, snd resulted s very irregular =nd long front, which I calou-
leted to be more then 10 miles on the Zrd, With no reserves and a
refyusal by Corpe to glve ue additional Infantry to hold thie long
lins, I decided we would heve to shorten it in order to meke it
possible for eny of our unite to get any rellef from the bhitter
cold. $So, & pertis] withdrewsl end streightening of the line wems
ordered for 4 Jenuery. We hoped thet we could meke the withdrawal
without sttrecting too much ettention, end I am quite sure that
Colonel Hines pleanned the movemant of your Battalion, to stert after
16 hours, By pure chence the enemy mounted a strong counterattack
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et the =eme hour. This wes not the result of enemy observaticn of
our movements, beceuse these had not yet become sprerent. It was
Just herd lueck thet he should have plennsd his sttsck st the same
bour thet we plenned our withdrewsl. The result you know only

too well. The 9th Infentry, s= well ms the 44th, togsther with
their supporting tenks, performed most brilliently, under the cir-
cumetences of surprise, fest-gethering derkness, end the bitter cold
and deep snow. Peside you end the others who were captured, a grest
many men were seperated and literslly lost. Meny of these found
their wey beck to ocur lines durlng the next two deys. The night of
the 4th 1t looked like e disssier to us, but before daylight the
line was firm, the enemy countersttack hed been completely repulsed
and our losses were much less then fesred.

In many weys, this wee the most dlessstrous sction that
occurred to the Divislon during the wer. Although it involved only
two and 2 fraction Bettelions, and the finel results were not serlous,
it frightensd me when I thought whet might heve hsppened hed the
Germens strongly supported snd followed-up the initisl success.

1 Never sgein during the wer did we get ceught by surprise during =

1 withdrewel or relief operstion, snd I cen mssure you I pever want to
| get coaught thet wey egein. Only the drilliant end dogged resistance
! of small units end individusls seved the situsticn.

i

For your informetion, the 9th Infentry Batislion psrformed
splandidly throughout the belsnce of the war, among the highlights
wera itz atteck through the Siegfried Lins pillboxes; the c¢apture of

: the bridge over the ¥ein River et Frankfurt (whichk could be emlled

i the capturs of Frankfurt without exaggeration, since two deys later
the complets Diveion by-pessed the c¢ity, snd ell the Sth Division

; . hed to do was & littls mopping up; and the relief of the concentre-
; tion cemp of Puchemwsld (the 9th C.T. was the right flenk column of
§ six columms thet swept scross the Thuringen Flen, and Buchenwsld
wes just off its route to the right, »nd & pert of the Combet Teem
wae detsched by ths Commender of the 2th Infentry to open the doors
of fresdom %o the ptarved inmetes, The Division pesged miles beyond
oo thig dey, #nd I didn't kmow until after Midnight thet one of the
moet femous concentration cemps had besn in our psth thet dey). The
last mction of the Bettelion wss to secure three bridges over the
Zpekepsu River et Mittwide, northesst of Chemnitz, which wes 10 miles
beyond our “stop line™, and the ferthest eest in Germeny reeched by
sny Americen unit during the wer.

My congratuletions to you for pilcking ocut = worthjr and
importent sction by m splendid unit for your monogreph, snd my best
wishes for your sucecess in your futurs cereer,

Sincerely,
/ef R, Grow

/t/ B.W. GROW,
Major Genarsl, USA,

TRUE COPY:

James McCrorey,
Major, Infantry
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442¢ Rererveolr Roed, Vil
Teshington 7, T.C.,
Jenusry 17, 1949,

Narr Melrorar:

I am in Teceipt of your letter snd will be gled to be of whet
predistence T ern in miving you infermeticn. In the first plece,
however, I do not ¥mom where coplee of ordsre lcoeued Awurinz the
desired time mey e fpund. The originsle =nd officinl copies are
prohebly o4 tha Adjutent Genersl's depot =t St. Louds, Missouri end
mey he very &ifficult 4o ohtsin., The 9's cld sergesnt meler, Jerome
K. Engleberg, tcld re the other 2y thet he had ccples of soms of
thet bettelicn's records, Tlls eddrece is 216 Tumn Street, IT.W.,
Jdeshington, D.2.

The seccouns cf the fighting es given in the Eistory of the
sixth Ermered Civision ie besed cn my reports to Divislon =t the
time ond ro is guite sescureta, There ie one plsce In it, however,
where, in describing the etteck by the Germens, it seys, "they
sttooked Pfrom the woris {where you were captured) tewerd Terden",
it should kave seid tewerd Mervie, This eccount probetly under-
patimetes the strencth snd sarhiticur intenticn of the enemy. In the
hook rbout the bulege celled "Derk December™, published last yeer,
although it does not 7ive much emphesis %c our pert, rether bhelng
devoted to the story of the Firet Pruy ard the Cermens, nevertieless,
gtetes thet the Germens rede ¢ concentretion of their test end seleo-
ted trocps into e reinfereed Sivisicn egeinet us for zn ell out
"o or dle™ finel effcrt to ezein lsolste Bestogne., 1 wish you
guccess with vour thesis snd heletedly congretulete you on your
successful eurvivel. My eceount of Jenuery 2,4,5, 1945, es weil ec
1 cen remember 1+, follows.

¥y best wiches o you and do by £l resns sepd e e conv,

“incerely,

/s/ Tohn L. Fines, Jr.,
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