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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BATTALION AND TASK JORGE QUINN, 
119TH INFANTRY (30TH INFANTRY DITISION) 
IN TEE BREACHING OF THE SIEGFRIED LINE 

IN THE YICINITY OF RB&BUH5, HOLLAND, 
.2 - 6 OCTOBER 1944 

(RHINEXAND CAMPAIGN) 

(Persona l Experience of a R i f l e Company Commander) 

INTRODUCTION 
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• Xh4«-s<^eg3E^h';<i3'ore7tf^lf!6 operations of the 1st Bat

ta l ion and Task Force Quinn, 119th Infantry, 50th Infantry 

«,BIli§ipo.f J& breaching the Siegfried Line in the v i c i n i t y .. < .JWvw^wjsw^rvww'W'*?""" • v « *«"'*»»9«vi«t*ii*f,J»- <tfts<w>« .w «<wt«t/<* «»»* •ISHfflR 

"l««rt l lVv/ l ( <r.Kr*i*WH» 

of Rimburs. Holland, during the neriod 2 - 6 October 1944. 

For the purposes of orientation, i t w i l l fee necessary _ 

to br ie f ly review the events leading up to t h i s action* 

On 6 June 1944, Al l ied troops had launched a successful 

invasion on the beaches of Nozmandy and then conducted op

erations which had enabled them to sweep across France and 

Belgium by the middle of September, (1) Although All ied 

troops were to advance toward Germany on a broad front, the 

Supreme All ied Comander had decided that 21 Army Group 

wotili malce'ThF''^ 

h eart of -treateim* Geifmany f ̂ "t h e Ruhr • (2) 

To further the main effort ©a the north, the United 

States First Amy was instructed to protect the right flank 

of 21 Aray Group, breaoh the Siegfried l i n e , capture Aachen, 

and ass i s t 21 Army Group in seizing ohe Ruhr# (3) 

*l}"*-*ĵ 3ry 

» 

(3) A-13, p» 49* 
IM) A«».+ IP* 8|8-S86j A-4, pp» 140-149} 

urn fi #» 

• ' I ' I . W ' I M W W • 7 •».••• hj 

iMmwt Jit 'jftk—~-

' r ^<* «*»^ , * # ^ 

^••^^«^u^ 



*.-#.*#•#*«* t *fV •**&-*(!• *# ,0p«4tf * . * *« , . . j^ fe^* 5 *w *^#* 4^-»MPi^^*<«to4*»- •**•!»> 

f 

aw,- ' 
•fBft* 

4,Bf" 
;f^ 
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». « * * • » y w * * * 

By 19 September 1944, t , o d iv i s ions of the m Corps 

(84 Armored and 30th Infantry) in the a o ^ h 
7> m t n e no r tnem sec to r ©f the 

F i r s t Army, had advanced t o pos i t ion* „ „*. 
ot re1, M Pos i t ions northwest and southwest 
or Geilenklrohen Germs,™ . /« • „ 

hen, Germany. {See Map A) { 4 ) Approximately 
f ive miles t o the south, elements of the m <Jo'M. 

* " c *IJ, oorps were a t -
tempting t o enc i rc l e Aachen, G e ^ a n y . v (5) 

The United " t a t e s W » * . - „ „ « ^ 
n r s " Army assigned XIX Corns *h-

ana the l e f t f lank of t h e F i r s t i * . ,••» . 
fle J i r s t Army; (g) breachi n« *u. « t o 

ftx-na... ( 3 ) a d v a n c i a g t% s e e u r e a b r i ^ e h e a i a o r c g s t fee 
Rhine River in the v i c i n i t y of Cologne. (6) ^:**"«~ 

breaching the Siegfried Line i n the v i » i n i t -
•"J-tie i a t he v i c i n i t y of Marienberg 

Rimburg, Holland, 0n 20 September and t h P „ , « 
• c l u o e r » aao then turning south 

and making eontact with the v i l Cort>fi t « .« -, * 
J"L o o r P s t 0 complete the en

circlement of Aachen. (See Map A) ( 7 , 

.«*amA4MWMV««»* .<>t ' &f*>WA**mm*f w*.*.-vwv •< 

DESCBICTTOtt QT STBBTBT.H T lTTm 

» a U , . * a o^Vinu.u.r 8 „ ^ f " r ^ n ^ M n „ „ t e Z Z n -

• a « l . n . , puiboxe* a M , m p i a , , M « . , o 0 I l r t r u M , 4 „ ^ ^ 

1940 . l „ B g , » . M t u r a x b „ r l e r < o f t h e 0 t r M a f r M t t ^ ^ 

i t was eon struct ed p r i o r t© the time t h - R„«-4 
B e t l B l e * n e Russians had taught 

the Germans t h e p r inc ip l e of martm* «„«„* 
* r 8 t ? r °ag poin ts and an aU-around 

* w w^''fAwfa:t^fe , . ' fw i f i4*:tai jr ' • v > t i « ^ ^» i^t ' * . i 
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•neagenog" defense, ind iv idua l p i l lboxes were dependent up

on o ther mutually supporting p i l lboxes fo r elose in defense. 

The primary purpose of the p i l lboxes was t o increase 

the defensive p o t e n t i a l of t h e t e r r a i n . In determining l o 

ca t ion of p i l lboxes and o ther emplacements the Germans made 

maximum u t i l i z a t i o n of the t e r r a i n , l a t e r r a i n wh ere \% 

would .be ext remely d if f i e u l t for franks or i n f a n t r y t t a t 

t ack , few p i l l boxes and obs tac les were cons t ruc ted . On the 
o t h . ^ ^ ^ ^ / i . . ^ . i n tM.^..^M^al....atta.0.]fe corrMo.ra.,.t<&^-^^nc.entra-

t i o n of pi l lboxes and obstacles mas vezy dense* (9) Wher-

(8) 

txaxmiMt't£)ah& .•saw*--•« J!?^»SJL«^.APiJE' «J»wM!E»fei'^**^ \»SLi*MXS!Jm^»imMM^imm-f^Jmrn^mfM^^^'m-^^pS^r. f M k V M M * * «»<i»1Bln>-j»».'.i*«»>,..IH) v»j i <<•!>:<*» « M t t » « » « r * * *W*>.«^UMC")<a**«tf?: 

or an t i - t ank gun, the Germans constructed a pi l lbox* (10) 

.^.._^MW!!:lhe...„i?.mM,ei.t i o s i £ & l l ^ ^ 

were 20 t o 30 feet by 40 to 50 feet ho r i zon t a l l y , and 20 t o 

25 feet high, of lahich at l eas t half and sometimes more was 

underground* The wal ls and roofs were four to eight feet 

t h i ck and a t times s t e e l plated* i^ach p i l lbox had l i v i n g 

quar te r s for i t s normal complement* F ie lds of f i r e were 

l im i t ed ; the path of f i r e general ly did not exceed 50 degrees 

of arc* P i l lboxes were mutually supporting* Four years of 

neglect during the high t i d e of German e o n q u e ^ 

camouflage superb* Undergrowth, t u r f a n d disuse made the 

spo t t ing of some of the p i l lboxes extremely d i f f i c u l t * For

tuna t e ly B r i t i s h and French i n t e l l i g e n c e had photographed and 

p lo t t ed t h e cons t ruc t ion period and the f r u i t s of t h e i r l a 

bors were supplemented by recent photography** (11) 

in add i t ion t o increasing the defensive p o t e n t i a l of 

whe oe r ra i a , t h i f f i t W#ll hM & marked psychological effect 
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on the S s a a a people. Soon a f t e r the West Wall was construe. 

ted, Hi t ler , through h i s 'propaganda agencies, began an in

tensive campaign to convince the German people that the West 

Wall mas impassable thus making Germany invincible in She 

West, ( l£) with the defeat of the German armies in France 

the West Wall, once more assumed major importance in the 

eyes of the Germans• The West Wall nouli.be the fortress 

which ^ould crush every attack of the Al l i e s and prevent 

them-forcer-re&ehlng-the sacred s o i l of Germany* (IS) 

In the 30th D i v i s i o n s zone, the Siegfried l ine eon-

tank ditches , and extensive f ie ld for t i f i ca t ion works ! • - . ' 

open valley v&ieh was approximately 500 yards Hide• The 

Wurm River, which ran down che center of the va l ley , was 

80-30 feet wide, four-five feet deep, vsith banks four-five 

feet high. Between the r iver and the pi l lboxes was a double 

track railroad bed consist ing of numerous exits and f i l l s . 

The railroad ran generally paral le l to the r iver . On the 

western side of the valley was another ridge which was ap

proximately the same height as the one on the east . The 

southern portion of the east ridge was covered bf^en»?e 

woods, thus providing concealment for the pi l lboxes and esh 

placements. Rimburg Castle was located in the center of 

the divis ion assault area between the Wurm River and the 

rai lroad. The ©aatle, surrounded by a meat, provided i t s 

©oeupaats i t tajgcyftat obaaanratias up and doan the ««,». 

Eir«r val lay . (See Map B) (X4) 
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The d iv i s ion p lan ca l led for an a t t ack at 1100 20 Sep

tember mith tmo regiment© a b r e a s t . The 117th Infantry ©n 

the l e f t (north) mas t o a t t ack south of Palenberg and the 

119th Infantry on the r ight (south) mas to a t t ack south of 

Rimfourg. {See Map C) After breaching the Siegfried l i n e 

both regiments mere t o t u r n south and make contact ^ i t h 

elements of she T i l Corps to complete she encirclement of 

Aachen/ The 120th Infant ry , in d iv i s ion rese rve , r«as t o 

make a holding a t t a c k in the v i c i n i t y of Kerkrad and be 

prepared t o at tack east or to pass through the gap made in 
mMmmmwimmr4m&,'Jia*m9#w' v ^ ^ . ' . ^ im&tomammk * w w ^ 
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the Line by the assauU regiments and a s s i s t i n the a t t a ck 
m # I H I < « n ° W ' a m W I W W v V . < « * * • »•««•-' , . , . r t -«^s« .»«K>. 'M<i«w^""«"««'?*«>! : 

At H-120 an a i r s t r i k e , cons is t ing of medium and f i g h t e r 

bombers, mas to effect a sa tu r a t i on bombing of the break

through a rea , knock out the p i l lboxes immediately facing the 

assau l t regiments by dive bombing, and knock out German r e 

serves mhich could be used for immediate countera t tack . (16) 

Division a r t i l l e r y , re in forced , planned t o "blackoutn 

enemy a n t i - a i r c r a f t a r t i l l e r y pos i t ions 15 minutes p r io r to 

the a i r a t t ack on 2 October. XIX Corps A r t i l l e r y and VII 

Corps Art i l l e r y also mere to p a r t i c i p a t e in t h i s mission^ (17 

The next phase of the a r t i l l e r y prepara t ion mas to be

gin a f t e r t he a i r s t r i k e at H-Hour (1100). The 30th Divis ion 

A r t i l l e r y had planned an e laborate program of prearranged 

f i r e s . In t h i s program, the 4#2 mortars Yteve to concentrate 

(15) Personal E&^l tdge ; (16) (l*f) A-8, p* 18. 
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barrage in front of the assaulting infantry, ( i s ) 
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The 119th Infantry, Companies 3 ant C, ?43d Tank Bat-

tr t a l i o n , attached, planned to attack on a narrow front south 

of Rimburg, in a column of battal ions with the 1st Battalion 

l.e.a8lng. followed by theSd- BSittali&n and "the"~3d Battalion" (19V 

BATTALION SITUATION 
»w«*",^«^wtw»mn»i*«i«tt*i«MU^''««^ m w w w w j 

i m *MU»wwM'»mw»^ffj:nMiwiiinw~ ,»^7V^*'i'>r''ir W r l"*fr iim 11" ' 'I "I "™—>•.'*ra%itwmtm 

»w»»«*»»w»«~v« v^^>^>v*w*-v»rt-**v,»Br«*M*»**:,fr»Mr''**«*:-%**v%*. . £s^r^>-"'-QQ*w jjf|j >JTI8 September the 1st Battalion 
, * t i H S ^ V » . * J « V * ^ t K ! W » A l l ^ * * ^ ^ 

had broken through the enemy posi t ions west of Groenetraat, 

Holland, and had advanced t o posit ions approximately 200 yards 

east of the town. (See Map C) At 2030 the battal ion consol

idated i t s posit ions and "dug in" for the night with Company 

C occupying posit ions to the l e f t (north) of the east-west 

road through Groenstraat and Company B occupying posit ions 

to the right (south) of the road. Company A t i ed in the 

rear of the batta l ion. Soon after the battal ion arrived in 

Groenstraat the battalion^^co«manIerreeeivM&. warding or- -

der that the batta l ion would attack the Siegfried l i n e on 

20 September. (20) l 
f 

Interrogation of prisoners of nar captured in Groen*» | 

sfcraat disclosed the information that the defenses of the 1 

Siegfried l i n e M*e l i g h t l y manned* Fatrols sent out by ! 

(1B| A-8, p . 18; (19) Personal Knowledge} A-8, pp. 16-17$ ] 
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ve r i f i ed t h i s information and reported they had located 

severa l p i l lboxes which were unmanned• They reported that 

t h e s t rongest enemy defenses were in the v i c i n i t y of the 

town of Rimburg and Rimburg Castle* They fur ther reported 

t h a t the Wurm River could be forded by foot t roops since 

i t was only th ree t o f ive feet deep, (81) 

BATTALION PLAN 

The 1st Ba t t a l i on , two p la toons , Company Ct 745d Tank 

ba?TaiTon 

H.^%ftfit&iX*&ttX*>lTW'-?MH*<*X*-t**,i<,**l*l 

, ~v<,«w*^», FJuW*ned t o a t t a c k with two companies 
jk)<m*tMrtwwri<mmjliiMiwww•MMBMsawwirh w-jrs^jwg.-^.<;,»i»"»»w»rf>i «WMIAHH »•awmuwwnimimm ' . w » « . 

V&VT»*&evi&fr^«^*^tm9\**&TfrT&±v?V;9*^\&>^K^9*M<lw*it»W, 

Map D) Company C was to a t t a ck on the l e f t (north) and Com

pany A on t h e r ight (south)* One platoon of heavy machine 

guns of Company D was t o be a t tached t o each company. Com

pany B, in b a t t a l i o n rese rve , was to support the r i v e r 

crossing by f i r e from pos i t i ons in the v i c i n i t y of Broek-

jmlzen and be prepared t o pass through e i t h e r company or to 

a t t ack and seize t h e town of Merkstein-Hofstadt . The two 

platoons of tanks were t o support the r i v e r cross ing by 

"fir^'from positions-aijUrag'"the' r i tge-- in r e a * of Broekhuizen* (82) 

On the morning of SO September the a t t ack was postponed 

u n t i l 2 October on orders of h igher headquarters* Reasons 

for the postponement were; (1) a i r support was not a v a i l 

ab le ; (3) shortage of suppl ies , p a r t i c u l a r l y a r t i l l e r y ammu

n i t i o n ; (3) absence of adequate resezves or reinforcements 

(81) (28) Personal Knowledge* 
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to exploi t t h e breakthrough and to provide support in r e 

p e l l i n g enemy counte ra t tacks ; (4) fea r of over-extending 

t h e l ine tfiieh nas spread dangerously t h in between the VII 

Corps on the south and 21 Army Group on the north# (23) 

•*-.<«ri>s»«^yt*i;^if -'iiMi v--„, '..,!,-*,• 

POSTPONEMENT PERIOD 

General S i tua t ion w 
During t h e postponement period the 29th Infantry Di

v i s ion , 7th Armored Division and the Belgian Brigade me re 
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placed under the opera t iona l con t ro l of t h e XIX Corps* (See 
(rttWAirtfcfcv-n**!* ^IWT**i*«**»Uphl l»»*r .#**»iW*i^^ 

Map A) Corps assigned the 7th Armored Division and Bel 

gian Brigade she mission of p ro tec t ing the r ight of 21 Army 

Group* On 50 Septestoer the 29th Division re l ieved the 2d 

Armored Division in i t s zone t o the north of the 50th Di

v i s i on . 2d Armored Division then moved to areas vihere i t 

^ould be in a pos i t ion to rapid ly exploi t the bridgehead 

to be es tab l i shed by the 50th Division* (24) 

During t h i s per iod, the Germans vie r e not idle* They 

msTJSi.Ma3^tl^..tJ3P^l^^ttOTtB- So strengthen the defenses of 

t h e Siegfr ied Line* Machine GunFor t r e s s Ba t t a l i ons *ere 

moved to the area t o man the defensive pos i t ions* Exten

sive work nas done t o correct she inherent weaknesses of 

the Siegfried l ine* To correct t he tuo outstanding neak-

nesiea — l imited f i e l d s of f i r e from pi l lboxes and took 

ef suff ic ient densi ty of p#e l t ioas t o prevent •-mil planned 

•*$»•«..«**«•* w ̂ /*in^4w-ww^^AWWB«wrJ ,r* r<̂ «w*rfo*»rts*«w»»vw»f*5*v'.-v:.f **#ww;<w«-*\ 

(83) A-3, p , 108} {£*) A- l , pp. 54-55. 
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i n f i l t r a t i o n , the Germans constructed extensive f ie ld for

t i f i c a t i o n s works including communication trenches between 

pos i t ions . (25) 

Overcast skies and rain prac t ica l ly every day prevented 

the American Air Force from effectively interfer ing with en

emy troop movements and a c t i v i t i e s during th i s period. (26) 

Pivlsion Situation 
aMmvmmmmiuim ww,WI»WHl'lWWS8> 
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During the postponement period a l l un i t s reviewed and 

M - * t a t , a rMei T a t tack plans and at the same time carried on 

intensive t ra in ing in assaul t t a c t i c s . (27) 

The basic plan for the attack remained unchanged. (28) 

There was one addition t o the a r t i l l e r y plan which is worthy 

of consideration. The decision was made to have the a r t i l l 

ery preparation begin ©n 26 September by assigning the 258th 

Field Ar t i l l e ry Battalion the mission of f i r ing i t s M-12 

155mm self-propelled guns on a l l vis ible pil lboxes in the 

division assault zone. (29) During the period 26 September 

t o 2 October, t h i s ba t t a l ion f i red on approximately 45 p i l l -

^ b o x e B # (30) At ranges between""2050and WOO."y«*«*,~u«teS 

' a concrete bursting fuse, the M-12 was able to penetrate 

s ix feet of reinforced concrete with three to five h i t s . (31) 

Regimental Situation 

f ^ feasio gitai of the regi»eat. r tpaine* unchanged u n t i l 

the latter P»" of S ^ « i * # s , ^ s ' i i regis*!**** commander 
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with one as o r i g i n a l l y planned• In order t o t i e in with 

the assaul t of she l l ? t h Infantry on t h e nor th and thus 

el iminate the p o s s i b i l i t y of unreduced pos i t i ons between 

regiments , she regimental commander assigned the Sd Bat

t a l i o n , one pla toon, Company C, 743d Tank Ba t t a l i on , a t 

tached , t h e mission of a t t ack ing on the l e f t (north) of 

t h e 1st Ba t t a l ion in the v ic in i ty of Rimburg• In the I n i -

tack through Rimburg because i t was an obvious crossing 

s i t e and was s t rongly defended• (32) The 3d Ba t t a l ion 

I-.V*-* •••'«*'** MWWVWP" 

n * v * w >HWM**wwr* 

the regiment by echeloning to the r igh t r e a r of the 1st 

Bat ta l ion* (33) 

S t a r t i n g on £4 September elements from each b a t t a l i o n , 

1 s t , 2d and 3d, in t u r n , moved t o the r e a r fo r two days of 

in tens ive t r a i n i n g in a s sau l t t a c t i c s . (34) 

Ba t t a l i on S i tua t ion 

/Ihe bas ic b a t t a l i o n plan remained unchanged* The only 

major change was in the method t o be employed in crossing 

t h e Wurm River. Instead of fording the r i v e r , as o r i g i n a l l y 

p lanned! .assaul t elements would be provided with l ightweight 

duckboards which could be used as expedient foot bridges* 

The lead tank of each tank platoon was to sow a sled of r e 

inforced lashed culver t s which could be used as an expedient 

A-7, Pt 1} (34) A-6, p f 6* 
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tank bridge* if hi 8 would enable the tanks t o cross the r i v e r 

immediately a f t e r &he two a s s a u l t companies* (55) 

During the postponement period $ un i t commanders con

s t a n t l y reviewed t h e i r a t t ack plans with t h e i r u n i t s t o make 

sure that each indiv idual man in the un i t knew exactly where 

he was t o go and what he was t o accomplish* Within the a s 

s a u l t companies, two platoons per company were organized in 

t o a s sau l t teams* Each assau l t team was divided in to an a s 

sau l t detachment and ^-B-^^^T^T~T&'^ a s sau l t deli^iment con

s i s t e d of 16 men equipped with flamethrowers, s a t che l charges, 

rocket launchers , grenades and duckboards* The remainder 
j..mmmti»*<miumf*!*siritmi#.* M«U«.W.!Mnw W*<ftlll««*«lM««W«MWyM«»liMW«ltlK^ 

of the platoon comprised uhe support• (56) 

During hours of darkness on 24 September both platoons 

of tanks with Companies A, C, D, and elements of Ba t t a l ion 

Headquarters company withdrew from t h e i r pos i t i ons and moved 

approximately two miles t o the rear t o rece ive two days of 

in tensive assau l t t r a i n i n g • Company B remained in the area 

and occupied the b a t t a l i o n ' s posi t ion* Al l men in the rear 

area received i n s t ruc t i on and t r a i n i n g in the use of flame

throwers, demolition charges and bazookas; t a c t i c s and t e c h 

niques o f r i v e r crossings and assau l t of f o r t i f i e d pos i t ions 

During the en t i r e t r a i n i n g period t h e necess i ty for rapid 

movement over open t e r r a i n was constant ly s t ressed* (37) 

Overprinted maps and a e r i a l photographs showing the 

loca t ion of enemy pi l lboxes and emplacements were d i s t r i b 

uted down t o platoon l e v e l . P a t r o l s and observation posts 

were used t o ver i fy and supplement t h i s information* (58) 
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5*W«j|fc trass^ urapeay was- • 
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k i l l e d and the e^e^nti^e o f f i ce r assumed command of the 

company* (39) 

THE ATTACK ON THE SIEGFRIED LIMB 

S OCTOBER 1944: 

At 0845 XIX Corps A r t i l l e r y , T i l Corps A r t i l l e r y and 

30th Division- A-rfeill^y.:~-deli vered••-t-he- -openi'xsg t̂ori&vi "¥T the 

assau l t against the enemy defenses of the Siegfried l i n e 

*Ng, * WM«*-t»«iMt*JUMr4j.«i« 

£;-*t~r--*,-v-r**,*,^<»4-^>«^WJ**-*tt4&> .. 

a r t i l l e r y pos i t ions* (40) 

a i r s t r i ke was a f a i l u r e * The medium bombers became con

fused as they approached the t a rge t area and as a re su l t 

only four of the nine groups dropped t h e i r bombs* The ma

j o r i t y of these bombs landed outside the t a r g e t area* (41) 

The inflammable " j e l l y " bombs, dropped by two groups 

of f i g h t e r bombers on t h e p i l lboxes facing the 1st B a t t a l 

ion, were inef fec t ive because t he vegeta t ion surrounding 

the p i l lbuxes was too green aiid damp t o burn*- (42) 

With the completion of the a i r s t r i k e at H-lour (1100), 

% supporting a r t i l l e r y and mortar^ began de l ive r ing an intense 

prepara t ion on the assaul t area* The 1s t B a t t a l i o n , follow-

ing c lose ly behind the mortar f i r e s , began i t s assaul t with 

Companies A and C ab reas t , A Company on the r ig^ t* Company 

H r w m i n W W a i W O M * A M m M M m i m M M C f u W ^ W W * " I M M M H O M M f W I I I M t -
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B, m battalion reserve* f©Honed Company 09 The aivanse 
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m i T ^ r o e M u i z e a «as made over con

cealed rou tes which had been previously reoonnoitered. 

(See Map D) This advance was made without incident • Units 

moved rap id ly across the road at Broekhuizen and were ap

proximately 100 yards from the r i ve r before the Germans 

discovered the advance and began de l ive r ing heavy small arms, 

automatic weapon, and sporadic mortar and a r t i l l e r y f i r e on 

the t roops* In s p i t e of t h i s f i r e , both companies continued 

t h e i r rap id movement forward and crossed the r i v e r on duck-

board expedient footbr idges which were ca r r i ed by the lead

ing assau l t elements* (43) 
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By 1200 the r ight platoon of Company A had advanced t o 

the r a i l r oad t r acks and Company C was bus i ly engaged in a 

f i r e fight in the sca t te red patches of woods jus t east of 

the r i v e r . The i n t e n s i t y of t h e enemy mortar and a r t i l l e r y 

f i r e increased and the two enemy For t ress Machine Gun Com

panies which were manning che defenses in t h i s area gave 

evidence that they intended t o make a determined s tand. 

Not only did t h e enemy have the p i l lboxes manned but he a l 

so was manning an extensive network of f i e l d f o r t i f i c a t i o n s 

throughout t h e woods* It soon became apparent that our 

a r t i l l e r y and mortar f i r e was ine f fec t ive because when the 

f i r e s t a r t e d f a l l i n g , the enemy would take s h e l t e r in the 

p i l lboxes and then when the f i r e l i f t e d he would rush out 

and man t h e f o r t i f i c a t i o n s and thus be ready to repe l t h e 

advance of che assau l t troops as they approached the po

s i t ion* Throughout t h e woods t h e camouflage on the p i l l -
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boxes and emplacements wrrt-supeilor thus making i t v i r -
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greater than 35 to 50 yards* (44) 

Company B and the tanks i n i t i a l l y supported the river 

crossing by f ire from posit ions in the v i c in i ty of Broek-

huizen. As soon-as the two assault companies had completed 

t h e i r r iver crossing the tanks advanced to the r iver and 

attempted to place the expedient bridge in pos i t ion . Two 

tanks soon became "mired down" in the s o f i T T o g g y ^ ^ 

just west of the r iver . It soon was apparent that the 

r iver banks mere too wet and'soft"to "enable the tanks to 

make a crossing on che expedient bridge. Supporting engi-

neers were then given the missiolT^T tiUifa»/u»«ixi^rar-«r-s%«.* 

treadway bridge across the r iver , Company B, remaining in 

posi t ion in the v i c i n i t y of Broekhuizen continued to Stxp» 

port the attack by f ir ing on enemy posit ions to she flanks 

of the assault elements. (45) 

in the meantime both assault companies had been stopped 

by the f ina l protective f i res of the enemy. They were re

ceiving enemy f i r e not only from the ir front but also from 

Rimburg Castle on the ir l e f t flank and from the woods l i n e 

and anti-tank ditch t o the right front . (46) 

Despite the fact that part of the enemy main l ine of 

ev one plat ooa of Com-
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resistance was ^long;the'raiireadv^i^eks-

pany A had been able to advanee across the tracks by 1455. 

This platoon was soon pinned down by grazing f i re from p i l l 

boxes and emplacements in the woods.to the ir front. By 1545 

approximately half of t h i s platoon had beoome casualt ies so j 
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the company #§®ma»iir &f.bii§4 t o iiavt t h i s platoon with** 

draw under @wtr or a smoke screen which isas l a t a down by 

the b a t t a l i o n 81mm mor tars , The smo&e screen enaoiea l i f 

t e r bea re r s t o evacuate a l l mounded personnel and the r e 

mainder of the platoon to withdraw without incurr ing addi

t i o n a l c a s u a l t i e s . (47) 

Short ly before t he withdrawal of the pla toon, the A 

Company Commander gave h i s support platoon the mission of 

assau l t ing the enemy pos i t i ons approximately 100 yards t o 

the r ight (south) of t he company• This assault- -was. repel led* 

I t was found t h a t t h i s area *as covered by much "of the same • " • J 

enemy f i r e vtoich nas holding up the other two platoons of 

the company. (48) 

Company C was also encountering determined r e s i s t a n c e . 
•pjff**!***. w^**s*an*Nr»[ '.ww****** i*w;. 

Aft ef" c le f ri**t»^-OT»£b3r Jt^3U^.,,I^J^j!L. 

of Rimburg Cast le , Company C made severa l unsuccessful a s 

s a u l t s on t h e p i l lboxes and emplacements to t h e i r f ront• 

In one of these a s sau l t s the l e f t platoon suffered 15 cas

u a l t i e s including the platoon l e a d e r and a l l non-commission

ed off icers of the p la toon . (49) 

By 1550 t h e assaul t of the 1st Ba t t a l i on had d e f i n i t e l y 

been stopped* During t h i s time t h e b a t t a l i o n commander had 

been considering the courses of ac t ion open to him for COHH 

mit t ing h i s reserve company. He had no room on the l e f t t o 

maneuver or employ h i s reserve due t o the fact that .JtheJW_ 

Ba t t a l i on nas immediately t© the l e f t -of the 1st B a t t a l i o n . 

After considering t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of committing the r e 

serve on the r igh t of Company A he decided against t h i s 

147) (48) p«r©oual Saomled^e 
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serve would be subjected to and stepped by the same f ire 

which had stopped the other two companies. For these rea

sons he deci le* t o held Company B mobile and to have Com

panies A and C oontinue the i r efforts to advance. At the 

f i rs t indication of any weakening of the enemy defense, 

Company B would be committed Immediately against that point . 

The batta l ion commander was also of the opinion that , when 

the tanks were able t o orosB the river and move to posi -
t i o D L S where they eouid del iver direct f ire on the enemy, 

both companies would have l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t y in penetrating 

BrmHtm»*>i**K*MmH w.< SP A 
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Although the river nas under direct enemy obmmrvatloiL 

and covered by small arms f i re , by 1555 the engineers had 

completed construction of a 45-foot treadvay bridge over 

the river* Both platoons of tanks immediately crossed the 

river but mere only able t o advance a very short distance 

before they became "mired down", (51) 

The 2d Battalion on the l e f t (north) of the 1st Bat

ta l ion had also been stopped by the enemy defenses in the 

v i c i n i t y of Rimburg Castle• (52) 

Throughout the afternoon, the divis ion commander had 

been constmnriy putting p^essur¥ oh the regimental commaja-

der to "hurry up" and advance to Objective "TJ", (53) The 

divis ion commander reminded the regimental oommanter that 

the 117th Infantry on the north had captured i t s objective 

at 1450• (54) As a result of t h i s pressure, at 1680 the 

•jG,.5Wi;'.vi,..*<i-~«v.' Jiit-wn*** 
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(50) Personal Knowledge.} ..Stat emeat ©f jfct* C»l. Eobtrt I . Her-
leng, 1st Ba-€s4vt on £ Oct 1944; (51) (58) (S3) Personal 
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Bat ta l ion) on the r ight of the 1st Bat ta l ion* {555 

Throughout the remainder of the afternoon t he 1st Bat

t a l i o n was unable t o advance. The 2d Ba t t a l ion advanced a 

short dis tance but was s t i l l unable to seize Rimburg Cas t le , 

By 1850 Company 1 had succeeded in cross ing the r i v e r and 

advancing abreast of che 1st Ba t t a l ion before being stopped 

by heavy enemy f i r e* The other two companies of the 3d 

Ba t t a l ion were unable to cross the r i v e r / (56) 

At 1900 when i t became apparent t ha t the 1st and 3d 

Ba t t a l ions would be unable t o advance fur ther , regiment 

mm&smKmeewmiMmnmmoin l f fw—wtfrnt 

&•>. • **j.tW»»»* ..arewfe* vi* w 
"dig in" fo r the night* The 2d Ba t t a l i on continued i t s at 

tack on Rimburg Castle and by 2045 had the c a s t l e surrounded* 

I t was then in s t ruc t ed t o "dig in" for the night* (57) 

Thus, at the end of t h e f i r s t day, the enemy was s t i l l 

i n command of a l l c r i t i c a l t e r r a i n in the area* The 1st 

B a t t a l i o n ' s only accomplishment fo r the day was the es tab 

lishment of a bridgehead across the -Wurm River* (See Map 

D) (58) 

During t h e night tank recovery vehic les successful ly 

removed t h e tanks from t h e i r "bogged down11 pos i t ions east 

of the Wurm River* The tanks then occupied pos i t ions in 

t h e v i c i n i t y of Broekhuizen* (59) 

At 2400 engineers began const ruct ion on a ttreadway 

bridge t o span the blown gap over t h e Wurm River a t Rim-

burg* (60) 

, qw « w jwm*m&y*vvH?mm&x*^4mr*i(9. 

*;**C*#9i#**m**<&.'»«•.*'. * * » V ' # ' M «*-*!*•«\*.**i t 

("58 )•,'.•• {.S§4- .p# i^i#'̂ lkl«^lj|i9wl"9€gi^i'|- •• {H9) 
g e ; (60) A-11, p* 8# 
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At 0700 the 1st Ba t t a l i on resumed the a t t ack against 

the enemy pos i t ions t o i t s immediate f ron t , but again both 

companies mere stopped by in tense small arms and automatic 

c a p o n s f i r e . Enemy art; i l l e r y and mortar f i r e was even 

heavier chan i t had been the previous afternoon, (61) 

,.......- • The Bd and 3d Ba t t a l ions nere a iso-unable t^~advanoe* 

(62) By 0800 the engineers had completed a 60-foot t r e a d -

way br idge over che Wurm River a t Rimburg, (63) One 

platoon of tanks crossed t h e bridge and began to a s s i s t the 

^ l / f e y J t t n ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ g g ^ ' - ^ ^ ' ^ y ' j S ? 
„ J « M ^ M l ^ S « » K a l « « H » l ^ ^ .«MW£V«N»a* ««»*<*»«»«» ••artfmmr »« • -««* ) 
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Organization of Task Force ftuiam 

i, K> v.. »•>' mi, 

At 0815 the regimental commander of the 119th Infantry 

decided t o c a p i t a l i z e on the success of t h e 117th Infantry 

by a move north through the 117th*s p o s i t i o n s , then t u r n 

ing south t o flank the enemy pos i t ions in h i s own regimental 

a r e a . (65) 

Since he had committed h i s reserve b a t t a l i o n the prev

ious afternoon, i t was necessary to organize a specia l t ask 

force f o r t h i s opera t ion . Task Force Quinn, under command 

of the regimental executive o f f i c e r , nas t o consist of Com

pany B (reserve company 1st B a t t a l i o n ) ; Company I ( reserve 

company 3d B a t t a l i o n ) ; Company Bf 743d Tank Ba t t a l ion ; and 

Company C, 803d Tank Destroyer Ba t t a l i on ( se l f~propel l i t^ • 

Onitf? of the t aek ' fo r^e *ere d i rec ted t o mort to Rimburg 

(61) (62) Per eon a l Knowledge; (63) A-7 t p , 1: (64) 
ii r ? i -<*r *i«t f "bwff t •' ili^—1-^ -* / '"W'Hl '^W^m'^WJi^S'' vuwwyj 
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and the company ooimanders to report T© the '̂ regimiirf al ^oir" 

mand post at 0900 t o receive the attack order, (66) 

The general plan was for the task force t o move north, 

cross the river in the 117th*s sector and then turn south 

attacking enemy posit ions in the 119th sector from the 

north flank. (See Map D) Tanks and tank destroyers were 

to advance north to Marienberg on she road running paral le l 

t c and east of the Wurm River * . They were to cross the f iver 

on the treadway bridge east of ISrlesTFergV Since'"'l;EF~K>a& 

to be used by the tanks and tank destroyers was under direct 

enemy observation, infantry units were to move north over a 
*-jBr.atamv»«mm:mmimu im«mu.<t; -,—...,,.•,,,.,... „— ,—.-f-i—• ( in-— • i" • ' - r i t i r — i ' T ' i rifflnirar— HiJfliinrMri »?m. jntHfamaitUKtmMiriifm • &a*m*mm.. aiMTi«r«r*nfi«-M-»«iMc»« m-aimiifmmn. — i iiimmin .vmnrtr: m m i M t a i 

, . / _ u » * v « ^ » - i »>*»RP. . 

concealed route to the west of the road* Infantry units 

used by the 117th for *heir crossing. One platoon of i n 

fantry was to accompany the tanks to provide loca l security 

for the tanks after they had reached the other side of the 

r iver . 

The plan was for the tanks t o move at maximum speed 

between Rimburg and Marienberg with the infantry platoon 

riding on the tanks. Tanks and the main infantry force were 

to meet on the east side of the river in the v i c i n i t y of-

Falenberg and then launch a coordinated attack south on the 

enemy pos i t ions . Company I and the tanks were to attack 

through the upper (eastern) half of the woods and Company 

B through the lower (western) half of the woods. The tank 

destroyers were to occupy posit ions in the southern part of 

Palenberg to proteot the l e f t flank and rear of the task 

"forow."'" (See HapD) On ordtsref e i ther tttf*a**jr w*i* •«•>• 

iU) *n*w&J%&l!teU*.^*J.^**JL~~. .-.-. • - • 

*-,jW»»,,«- .*» W.HK»->W^V<-W>*6»vrj»M»tT«j ̂ MgtfW. f»f*g 

•iV«i ti •!«• ) • • " * • *> Ml <i»x '<><,•»' ««lt » -'»>•* 

.-J.^,. 
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provide close support for the at tack* The t a s k force 'iifti 

given the mission of cleaning out t he en t i re area across 

the regimental front * (67:) 

&*^^Mww>*>>,ttii, A.., • '»'*."<&•». f lf ' . 'V^i* •«*» > 

Task Foroe Attack 
•w 

f 
s i * ; 

At 1015 the leading elements of the t a s k force mov 

ouii a l o n g ' r e a t e s as indica ted above. The movement t o the 

crossing s i t e s and the r ive r crossings nere made without 

i nc iden t . By 1050 the t a s k force had turned south and ha t 

t o r . By 1200 the task force -had captured a t o t a l of 85 

pr isoners and advanced t o " T h e T ^ 

' " • • • • w Tri T I I <. I ""''"'^wwnwma^uamm , 

'•*»»•» w^ww^^Wnrtiowj, JWmFIHUKW.iv*'* 

t ry* Although the enemy re s i s t ance became s t ronger the 

t a s k force continued t o advance capturing a fac tory , four 

p i l lboxes and 50 pr isoners* By 1250 the t a sk force had 

advanced t o the eas t -nes t road north of Rimburg Castle nhere 

t he r igh t platoon of Company B made contact vtith the le f t 

elements of the 2d Bat ta l ion* (68) 

Mesibers of she 2d Ba t ta l ion informed the B Company Com

mander tha t t he 2d Ba t t a l ion had captured Himburg Castle and 

tha t Company C had captured tno p i l lboxes south of the cas 

t l e * They also s ta ted tha t the 2d B a t t a l i o n and Company C 

had been unable t o advance beyond the r a i l road track* At 

t h i s time the tank des t royer company moved forward and r e 

verted back t o regimental control* T*o platoons of t he 

' '" 'rtok "-tore*-4auk#.,if;^« turned ovo* t.o the 3d Ba t t a l i on , sinae 

(67) (68) Personal Knowledge* 

f t • i<4pq# . n j V r ^ , . , , /, ,, 
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the woods south of the eas t -nes t road were too dense for 

tanks to move through. The t a s k force again resumed the 

a t t ack and by 1450 had completely cleaned out the area in 

front of the Ed Ba t t a l i on t h u s a l i en ing that uni t to s t a r t 

moving east up the road toward Objective "IPS (69) 

In the movement south of the east-fcest road the one 

platoon of tanks had been moving along the open ground just 

outside the lef t (eas t ) edge of J ^ 

t o move into t he open ground f a r t h e r east of the noods i t 

received d i r ec t f i r e from the area i n the v i c i n i t y of Ob

jec t i ve "U" and from the area in the v i c i n i t y of Meikstein-
w»<rTO-jy.iip«w»^'^<»»mi«a»m»»»i««»i»'i'ni>«M»««g^ <\*Tg*Nfcj^>««wfae»«iM«^v»nMi^ww«».iM^ «ww*ii in miwi—i r WHMUMMWIIWII I nma<Mrt>iM.«Mi<Wi-j«wawn'.-si! 

Hofs tadt . When the task force had advanced approximately 

:&wja»tim?x»^>Vi***tim> *mt-^w>" £ -.-. *wj»rw»m-"*m: *x*w** .*a*jw^w^»»*»«''i 

the tank platoon should take up a pos i t ion along the edge 

of the woods in order to protect she l e f t flank of the task 

fo rce . (70) 

Company I , i n t h e upper (east) half of the woods, con

t inued i t s advance without encountering r e s i s t a n c e . On the 

other hand, i n the lower (west) ha l f of the woods, Company 

B was enoounteririg determined r e s i s t ance from pi l lboxes and 

emplacements which, of neces s i ty , made i t s advance much 

slower than Company l . (71) 

At 1518 the I Company Commander reported to t h e Task 

Force Commander t h a t h i s company had advanced completely 

through t h e woods and was ©n the task force objec t ive , yet 

had made no contact with t he 1st o r 3d Bat ta l ions* The I 

Company Commander was confused as t® h i s locat ion because 

'im mulitf'U® vm j u t t ©omth of t h e Eimburg-Mtarkirtein-Iif-

Mi W^M ..?• w»jijg2**iij* 
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s tadt road, or 500 yards short ©if h i s repor t ell posi t Ion;' 

(See Map D) The Task Force Commander ordered Company I 

to hold up u n t i l contact was made with the 1st and 3d Bat

t a l i o n s « In the meantime, Company B had reduced the p i l l 

boxes and emplacements in front of Company C and was ad

vancing against iihe enemy pos i t ions in front of Company 

JL ft \ t m} 

At 1522 the Task Force Commander requested Company 

._.. _ B t o r e p o r t - lie-Afcoai io-zu -Th€-B -Grat&aay Cwws&te& i-nfturned~ 

the Task Force Commander that the leading elements of h i s 

-j.il>'...v,w&mw'<n»/*i)m'-i*,*»>.->•+ f . f » *^*^.w...w/^**N*\-*»#M'«4i«Jw«wMrf'»« *•*&• • r'-.ir:*#**• 

•m-oumwiiiiMM r m i w i inmi : «««»jwi«r»«jciMi. 

'«'<ri*«.pr*'rt.'* *.*a?*.'«r '̂'wrf*. 

company were engaged in cleaning out enemy pos i t ions in 
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front of Company A. (See Map D) After rece iv ing the r e 

port the i'ask Force Commander informed Companies B and I 

tha t the Task Force was dissolved and i;hat both companies 

would rever t to ttieir organic commands* (73) 

• K » « « . ^ M < U « « M » ' 1 I M t t W > ' n « -

1st Ba t t a l i on Attack 

After the d i s so lu t ion of t;he Task Force the B Company 

Commander switched h i s 300 radio t o the 1st Ba t t a l ion chan

n e l t o report h i s s i t u a t i o n n.nd request fu r the r orders* 

The b a t t a l i o n commander advised him t o hold up * e r e he was 

and t h a t h i s company would rever t ^o b a t t a l i o n cont ro l as 

soon as Companies A and C had passed through h i s pos i t ions 

as shey advanced t o capture Objective "U". (See Map D) 

Company C was able t o move s t r a i g h t forward to the upper 

(east ) edge of the woods because the t a s k force had al ready 

fftf-fwz®m j. >i»yP* i1? t?3) ?*^^*i ^ ° 
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to move s t ra igh t forward but the enemy t o t h e i r front gav r 

i nd i ca t i ons tha t he s t i l l intended to make a determined 

f igh t t o hold the posi t ion* Company A then "s ide-s l ipped* 

over t o the l e f t and moved up through Company C's old sec

to r* (74) 

When the b a t t a l i o n coraaander mas informed of t h e enemy 

s i t u a t i o n in the moods he ordered Companies A and C to a t 

tack south through Company B and clean out a l l of the moods 

north of the Rimburg-Mexfcsteln-Hofstadt road before prooeel -

Miiwnwnwnxa-iw.il . m m , 

ing to Objective "U** (See Map E) Approximately 45 minutes 
•*mM**3wn^t»m*m~i''*<*>J>ux&iim&**t*M-t*3*H.il 

»mkimnmmmmarjmit\'nimmmtm'jtuiu^utfimt»»it!tMtJ' 

*«»•*•».•»# i w m ^ » . i U» WfKVmXKWxmers*** y H B ^ ^ i l ' w w » *-*9*mf< 

had elapsed betmeen the time t h a t Company B had been oraerea 

t o hold up and the time that Companies A and C attacked 

south* i'hus iihe enemy mas given ample TflmF ZW~¥Tgm*gKixrm' 

and s trengthen h i s pos i t ions* (75) 

In the middle and lomer (nes t ) ha l f of the moods, Com

panies A and C mere able to advance approximately only 20 

yards beyond the l i n e held by Company B before they mere 

stopped* On the upper (eas t ) edge of the moods, elements 

of Company C moved up to the r e a r of Company I* After being 

passed through, Company B took up pos i t ions along the upper 

(east) edge of the moods to the l e f t rear of Company C* 

When Company B attempted to move out of the moods t o s e 

cure b e t t e r f i e l d s of f i r e the company mas immediately sub

jec ted t o grazing machine gun f i r e and di rec t tank f i r e from 

the high ground to the east and a l so from enemy pos i t ions 

in th« v i c i n i t y of Merksteia-Hofstadt* (76) 
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*̂> HAU time the b s t t f i n ^ 
4 n t a n f t

 & *-UDJse$ed to the mftot 
intense a r t i l l e r y n * most 

y J ire i t had reeeived in tu* ^ «. 
«o far . During 0 f l e * C h e * « * « attaok 

o «̂ «e period of 40 minntam ~ 
concentration l a n ^ ^ „ ,. ' ^ battery 

o n landed on the battalion ev«™ ^, 
At 1700 the 1st B a t t ,« S e ° 0 M 8 ' (77> 

1st Battalion was ordered to c o n s o l e 
Posit ions and "dig i n « f o r t h - n • • » « * - « . 
*• the 1st Battalion for the ' * ̂  ' t " ° h * C h e p u r p e s e •* coordinating de Senses and a r t i l l e r y ^ . . M S *" 

ixxery protective f i res for the ni*k* /„ 
Map E) (78) night. ( S e e 

.Since the 2d Battalion had been unable t« „ 
the edge of c h e . ^ ^ _ ^ ^ - a d V a n ° e b e y o M 

eastern ed«e of th ^ ^ e ^ n s i T e posit ions m the 
eage of the woods lust nn-n-j, „*> „ 

* JUST; north of Company B . (79) 

4 OCTQBEBt 

O'nww K A » * W W « UWWVMI<W«*« 

With the exception of a r t i l l e r y f i r e t h e r , 
emv n«ti«» -, h e r e w a s no en
emy action along the 1st Battal ion's frnn, „ 
an «„„ f 0 n t " ^ l 0250 when 
an enemy combat patrol of Di*tft«n -* 
der f ir* „ „ r e D S t h * a B b r o ^ un-

" * ^ C 0 O P a a y B - (»•• Map E) A « e r b e i n g ^ 
co small arms and 60mm mort^ r- subjected 

mortar f i r e the patrol «ithdr*„. ( 8 0 , 
Preceded by a two hour a r t m 

*u nour a r t i l l e r y prenaration i-u„ „ 
• • l w m ^ W T ^ i i o p ^ ~ - i ^ T " " ~ ' * « a o ~ « « V 

a * UOOO# P o u r t f l n l r e *»~-i 

lowed by a battalion of m* * , ' *" 
t ta l i on of infantry ( M Battal ion, 149th Resi

dent, 49th Division) a s s a u l t s „ 
ceeded ,„ • • « « ! * * Company p . p o s i t i 0 a fl 

oeeded in overrunning a portion of *„.». 
S p 0 r t i o n o f ^mpany p . defenses. 

(See Map E By 0800 the en#m„ w.* * 
draw t h M , e r 6 C d C 0 B p a a y J * e »l*h-
ar&w through the 1st Battal*on -»*«• 

n » ^ a i . o n , wempany C waH a i , 0 < j r i v e a 

(77) Pergonal Kno«i«d»«. * •»« *f%« Jiwtto^i^. 
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bao£ approximately 150 yards before the counteractack *as 

f i n a l l y shopped by Companies A and B, isith the a s s i s t ance 

of American and German a r t i l l e r y * American a r t i l l e r y «as 

f a l l i n g on she rear of she enemy and h i s o?m a r t i l l e r y *iag 

g e t t i n g "beau t i fu l" t r e e bu r s t s on h i s leading elements 

which viere immediately in front of whe 1st Ba t ta l ion po

s i t i o n s * (81) 

At 0940 American planes on armed reconnaissance s t rafed 

too close t o the 1st Ba t t a l ion with the r e s u l t tha t one man 

was k i l l e d and two were wounded* However, zhe planes i n 

f l i c t e d numerous ca sua l t i e s on the enemy and knocked out 

*,M^eitWiwt^wfrfeiimi'-*** ^ i . ' * * - - •»* -1 •> I V I * * , H » i.-.'M ••ji'Wtj 

MHk*MMMwat««e»*AiMriUMirj«ei!Wa^ KMawn'inni—rnani mna«<;»iw>,ml«mmraiw«ii« 

several tanks in Merkstein-Hofstadt * (82) 

-> nios*.**-. * ' ^ W < » ' « ^ J W . ; H , - M W « JEhfLjlgb Ba t t a l i on resumed i t s a t t ack against the en-
fcl*.4*ft«l>W>'^SX*t'3*»>H«*»rW3^ va««##-»;.v*'̂ T**»-:wrtr#-.^Mati».'r*Mi»'- .7!K*w-v; *MH 1 

emy but was unable t o make much progress* Company A in the 

lower (west) edge of t h e woods stubbornly continued dr iving 

against the enemy and by 1400 had managed to advance 125 

yards before i t was stopped by intense f i r e from pi l lboxes 

to i t s front and by f lanking f i r e from enemy pos i t i ons on 

the high ground in front of Company 0* (85) 

All during t h i s period the company commander of C Com

pany was " ta lk ing a good f igh t" and "advancing slowly" on h i s 

.200... radio*. ...b.Bt,.,om .iJae g£-Q&&& - M - E s-^pany—h&d &-ot -advanced 
r » * . t l * < K H « > v l i> * * " V ' . w * f«iMi«nt»' .'it Hr i-*«t*» •"» «*•<'-• '*'"»• Wfc«. >,w.« f.k» ^,. o#t,..-... v-,rjtia.-*nihx-*rK» i «.>.! A . V ( V . * » , : . W . ' H » .#'• 

one foo t . I t became read i ly apparent to the A and B Com

pany Commanders Chat Company C was making no effort to ad

vance. A short t ime l a t e r the B Company Commander over

heard the C Company Commander i n s t ruc t h i s platoon leaders 

not no move fervnard u n t i l a f t e r Coapany A ha& moved forward, 

(81) Personal Knowledge; A-2, p . 17} A-3, p . 119; (88) Per
sonal Knowledge; A-19, p . 14; (83) Personal Knowledge. 
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The B Company Commander informed the A Company Commander of 

what he had overheard* During the remainder of t h e a f t e r 

noon ne i the r company was able no advance. (84) 

At 1800 the b a t t a l i o n was ordered t o *dig i n n and e s 

t a b l i s h i t s defenses for the night* (See Map F) Regiment 

a lso in s t ruc t ed the b a t t a l i o n that i t mould continue che 

a t t ack at 0700 the following morning* (85) 

The b a t t a l i o n plan was for Company B t o pass through 

Company A at 0645 t h e following morning and for Companies 

B and C to a t t ack abreast* (3ee Map F) When the b a t t a l i o n 

commander had finished giving h i s i n s t r u c t i o n s t he B Com-

c-*^WMM»;^Mi>w^i^n%«c^^lf*Kb'*^C| |:^^^®*i^'3ll'a4^^«0^ 
fW-y&Hse{-z**st*ir),-; •*it5-.a "v*w.,>v -m. ;n?K vyw>. sa r < » 7 W ^ r » . - < . > 4 . - . . h w m f l , v , 

wanted t o get d e f i n i t e l y s t ra ightened out before the a t 

t ack s t a r t ed the next morning. He f i r s t mentioned the or

der of the C Company Commander which he had oveiheard that 

afternoon and then asked, " I s Company C ac tua l l y going t o 

a t tack tomorrow morning or i s i t going t o do i t s f igh t ing 

by ms&ing phoney advances over t h e radio as i s did ^oday?* 

The company commander of C Company denied tha t he had 

issued the order to h i s platoon l eade r s and there was then 

v&dt!^ command

ers* The B Company Commander offered to send for h i s com?* 

munieations sergeant and radio operator who had also over

heard the conversation* The A Company Commander s ta ted 

t h a t to t he best of h i s knowledge not a s ingle man of Com

pany C had moved forward* The b a t t a l i o n commander shea 

put a stop t o a l l the bioker ing by seat ing t h a t the whole 

,«,->••» •***«»•»•'. V W V i f t i M * ' * , Hi > v . „ ' y , ( » v , ' , i ' , " .»!,', '*v«,».';v-iS|.' •' vw•••*) v.v « **• . - . . v* . . » 

mi l l . Know le uge • 
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matter would be dropped then and there* He a l so made i t 

pe r f ec t l y o l ea r to t h e C Company Commander that he expected 

him t e exert every effort t o move h i s company forward t he 

next m©ming* (86) 

5 OCTOBER* 

The a t t ack njumped offn as planned at 0700 with Com

pany B on the r igh t and Company C on the l e f t * When Com

pany B had advanced about 10 yards , in tense f i r e from two 
^'WB«i»iia«»w>CTiit<««,'MM**'««i»»p»iiw*i»^ieH«uw -mtt/imi*tm».w.<i)mmmaumKimt»minimi* i«ifflli»igfl««<»«iiKMaia»»«iaH^^<«r«<^«<«^sii^i^^ 

mutually supporting pillboxes 50 yards GO its front and 

r«Mi.i».--»«>uyKij .*;wW»iW>'W*'jJS*.j 

pany to return to its original positions* Company C was 

also unable to advance* (87) 

After several futile attempts t o advance, both com

panies "were withdrawn approximately 75 yards and the area 

was completely blanketed by artillery and mortar fire. 

This fire was delivered on a time schedule* At the second 

the mortar and artillery fire lifted both companies rushed 

forward, but when chey passed their original positions 

i l««ifW4M**w. i«ir-*»*»»*,4'SIS*»B^»^»»,^'«IW.*^ 

they were""stopped 'by*'" £Eemy~Tire* M i l * i ' ^ * * ^ * ^ « * . * « ^ ^ 

repeated several times without success* It became apparent 

that when the artillery began falling the Germans would 

move into pillboxes and dugouts* Then as soon as the ar

tillery lifted they would rush back and man their positions 

before the lit Battalion eouli advance beyond their origi

nal positions* (88) 
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The B Company Commander was of the opinion tha t h i s 

company could reduce the p i l lboxes and enemy pos i t ions t o 

h i s front i f he could f igure out some way to eliminate the 

flanking f i r e from che high ground in Company Cfs sector* 

I t was a lso h i s opinion tha t Company C was not making an 

a l l out effort to advance* (89) 

Although Company B at t h i s t ime consisted of but two 

r i f l e platoons of approximately 20 men each and a skeleton 

weapons platoon, plus an a t tached platoon of heavy machine 

•guns, the company commander decided tha t on the next; a s -

gault he would^JbLBJi^ja^^ 

ground in Company Cfs area and t h e other r i f l e platoon as 
^ • W K * ! , ' * f»- :«uft*WWKX*arf< ?«Z*9>r<i»*V#ef1**W*lWfr* J&ir'»*»V>y*-#!**S;>*»' i.-w'>W'.,\~>-<**'*&f*->V!*<l#VV 
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saul t the p i l lboxes and wdug in1* pos i t ions in h i s own com

pany a r e a . (See Map F) (90) 

The general plan was to have a l l men in both platoons 

move forward rap id ly employing marching f i r e as they advanced 

The two l i g h t machine guns of the company were t o be at tached 

t o the le f t platoon and the gunners were to be ins t ruc ted 

to f i r e t h e i r guns from the h i p . The heavy machine guns 

were t o f i r e on the f lanks of t he platoons and at p i l lbox 

...•.*—•• -—cmbra&uresrv Ome'lTamethrower was t o be used by each p la - ,,_ 
, »., v."' • • ' « . » * l - l l « ~ , * » " * ' • • ' " • 
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toon and the righu platoon was GO have two sa tche l charge 

teams. The flamethrower teams were t o be located as fa r 

forward as possible so that chey could s t a r t squ i r t i ng the 

flame on, or in the general v i c i n i t y ; of open enemy emplace

ments* (91) 
At 1030 the B Company Oc»ander sa i l ed b a t t a l i o n asA 

v ^ - : f * . « / ,» »'<i.u.J,l»i'i «-W»*< V> "«> * ''• ''''•'•'••"•'• ",*1, 
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requested that h i s company be furnished two flamethrowers. 

After making the reques t , the company commander oriented 

h i s platoon leaders on the plan of a t t a c k . He s t ressed the 

fact tha t Che success of she e n t i r e plan depended on a rap

id , simultaneous movement forward, with a l l men de l iver ing 

maximum f i r e on the enemy p o s i t i o n s , i'he time of uhe a s 

saul t would depend upon t h e t ime of a r r i v a l of the flame

throwers . Platoon leaders then returned to t h e i r p la toon. 

A check of the platoons revealed tha t there was not a man 

l e f t in the company who knew how t o operate the flame-

thrower.. (9£) 
• Mi m » w i mMI nrtirtninnmirrnnifirnii w i n i i i Hi " •• --"--r-—i - ~ L . — — ~ » . . . . — ~ - ^ •„,—.,..»L.^^~-^*«~.,.„.r l,..«.^,r.m.^» IC«»«»»I*;«S«WS«MW»*I» >tww«t«Mn <niiwm»i'M IIWH•>nw*>rii«iii>ii» 
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ar r ived at the company with the flamethrowers. The company 

commander explained h i s s i t u a t i o n and requested the platoon 

l eade r to l e t him use che two engineers t o operate the flame-

throwers . The platoon leader explained tha t due to the fact 

t h a t che engineers had suffered so many c a s u a l t i e s in t h i s 

opes&tion, the d iv i s ion commander had issued the order that 

engineers would not be used on assaul t miss ions . The d i -

^laloii[. . .^SIP^der^felt tha t the remaining engineers would 

have to fee saved to c o n s t r u c t b r i d g e s , prepare demolition 

charges, r e f i l l flamethrowers and perform other engineer 

work which required engineer t r a i n i n g . The oompany command

er took the only course of ac t ion which was open .*• he 

withdrew four riflemen t o a pos i t ion 100 yards in rear of 

the main l i n e and had the engineers give them ins t ruc t1©B§ 

in che operation of a flamethrower* (93) 
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When both platoon leaders informed the company com

mander that their platoons had been briefed on their mission 

and all men were in position, the company commander gave the 

order for the assault to begin. The sudden fury of the at

tack coupled with the psychological effect caused by flames 

licking at his positions startled the enemy and before he 

could regain his balance, the assault troops mere overrunning 

his position. Satchel charges placed against the rear doors 

of pillboxes and hand, grenades dropped down the ventilators 

eneouraged the Germans occupying the pillboxes to surrender 

(94) 
, I«III wi>riiiaii>»i»>iM-iwi>M»»«««ijw ni »«iiii»)iiiiiiiiiifi»»i<iwi'iir<iwon>«Mii»i>muuiii»» fcWiKiWtiKw^ire^tfMftt^Ciy*****^^ 

The psychological effect of t h e flamethrower was i n -

creased when one German who had been set on f i r e ran scream

ing through the a rea before he nnas f i n a l l y burned t o death* 

The company advanced approximately 200 yards before the Ger

mans were able t o s top the a s sau l t* During t h i s advance, 

t he l e f t p la toon, which had i n i t i a l l y a t tacked east to over

run the pos i t ions on the high ground in f ront of Company C, 

turned south and gradually moved back in to i t s own company 

area t o a s s i s t i n the "mop up" of enemy p o s i t i o n s . Af ter 

Company B had cleaned out the enemy pos i t i ons t o t h e i r 

f ron t , Company C moved forward and came on l i n e with Com

pany B# (See Map F) (95) 

Throughout the res t of the afternoon, n e i t h e r com* \ 

pany was able t o advance and a t 1700 the b a t t a l i o n was or* < 

dered co consolidate pos i t ions and *dig in" for the n igh t , i 

(98) | 

(94) (95) (96) Pereonal Knowltdgit ; 
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from regiment t o resume the afcfeaok at 0700 the following 

morning and clean out the remaiMer of the noois* The ba t 

t a l i o n ^as a l so informed i&h&t as soon as i t accomplished 

t h i s mission i t mould rever t t o regimental reserve and mould 

be given an opportunity to reorganize and mould rece ive r e 

placement s* (97) 

6 OCTOBER-j 

•,v>»yi».*>Yi ••> m'-'ji-*",, .«!•>,iv .-.>». > i o > . . • • D » . ( « . 

Ml I W « i w •••r*««aw.<Miriim; 

' *\\l<vVm<l<*?r?r • '• •}> 

The a t t a c k "jumped off" at 0700 mith Company B on the 

felght and».,.Oampaj^^ JLoitJLftl1l>y., .bQjyi.^^a^ii&lgJ^ 

nere advancing slomly. By 0800 Company B had reduced one 

ixtewym M WHIWM *—w»i >i,m « 

>*»^B'*iJ»J^**« 
* * * # * * ^ » i * * » ^ ^ * W / ^ * W ^ 

p t ^ ^ ^ - a ^ FTs zone nor th of 

the Rimburg-Meitestein-Hofstadt road. (See Map F) Since 

Company 0 had not advanced up on l i n e mi&h Company B, the 

b a t t a l i o n commander ordered Company A mhich had been follow 

ing Company C t o move domn and pro tec t the flank and r e a r 

of Company B by echeloning to t h e l e f t r ea r of Company B. 

(98) 

When Company A mas in p o s i t i o n , Company B crossed t he 

Rimburg-Merkstein-Hofstadt road and began advancing south • 

By 1210 Company B had reduced four a d d i t i o n a l p i l l b o x e s , 

cleaned out 900 yards of moods and had captured the b a t 

t a l i o n objective« (See Map I) Dur ing>h i s advance south, 

a b a t t a l i o n mire team had been c lose ly following che ad

vance of Company B by bounds from one p i l lbox t o another• 

( 9 9 ) •'.,,.' , • • 

(97) (9©) (99) Personal Knowledge, 

^^wpwr^' ,>•%- V»*V;; J**liii#4 %w* ^w-^ mimes'^ 1 •^^WWW^PF^P^T^hp^fflBI^Pf^r^0 W" ^^^^WWPP^^WH^rV^P' 
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. . . - . ..„ ..*..«,, , v< ,o t iM the B Coraoanv Commander 

reported his posit ion to battal ion by 300 radio. The bat

ta l ion commander informed the company commander that he had 

additional instruct ions for h i* but that he nould *ait and 

give him these instructions over the telephone. In l e s s 

than f ive minutes the telephone l ine *as in and the bat

t a l i o n commander informed she company commander that regi 

ment had assigned the battalion the mission of capturing 

Merkstein-Eofstadt and se t t ing up defensive Positions south 

of the town. (100) 
The battal ion commander also passed on the information 

Htumtnrwmjiumvmu. •wjn»«a»»»».«« 

ment in the v i c in i ty of the bloun-out overpass to enable a 
M*«K « m&na*m^*nwwtom^**mmm,4mi*%*mu*v 

M i * y > ^ ' - * « 1 l W , # 0 . / * > ^ ^ ; » » W W ^ ' » > ^ ^ m-**r 

* i-««v« i-n WAVP forward and ass i s t the "battalion 

in i t s mission. To accomplish h i s mission the batta l ion 

commander planned to attack with Company B plus one platoon 

of tanks on the right and Company C on the l e f t . (See Map I) 

T h e batta l ion commander wanted to kno* ho* soon the companies 

*ould be ready to attack. The B Company Commander informed 

the battal ion commander that his company could attack in 

ten minutes but uhat he did not kno* anything concerning 

Company i n a s m u c h as he"had been out of physical contact 

, • ~ \* *•**•„* v, a Wad crossed the Rimburg-with that company since before he had crosseu 

Merkstein-Hofstadt road. (101) 

The battalion commander seemed quite surprised at th i s 

statement because the C Company Commander a short time be-
«.., n _ e r h i B radio to battalion that h i s oom-

fore had reported over nis r w * u 

&-m«M*>m*jms*iMM*r*** t 

(100) (101) Ftrional KnoiliAge. 
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pa«? was in. p^vjsl&i.X.^f^^sfe^^^^isS^lji^f^and" was moving 

forward slowly. The B Company Commander s t rongly suggested 

t o the ba t t a l i on commander that he should come forward and 

personal ly cheek on the s i t u a t i o n , (10S) 

The b a t t a l i o n commander ar r ived at Company B approxi

mately 15 minutes l a t e r and a f t e r sa t i s fy ing himself that 

Company C was at l e a s t 500 yards to the r e a r of Company B, 

he cal led the C Company Commander on the radio and asked 

him to report h i s pos i t ion in r e l a t i o n to Company B« The 

C Company Commander assured the b a t t a l i o n commander that 

he was abreast of and phys ica l ly t i ed in with Company B# 

j£fe£jja2J^;iA^^ "That ' s damned funny be

cause I am with Company B and I have personal ly looked over 

the en t i re a rea ja s^XjMBW^ from Company 

C« How get off your ass and get your company up here damned 

quiqk," (105) 

About 15 minutes l a t e r , a very sheepish company commander 

and h i s company arr ived at the Company B posi t ions* (104) 

In t h e meantime, t h e platoon of tanks had ar r ived and 

the platoon l eader joined the b a t t a l i o n commander and the 

company commanders t o receive the b a t t a l i o n a t t ack order* 

Companies B and G were t o at tack abreast ^iih^JisS^QX^^S 
u u ^ i a W i y W * " ' ' " ' " 

_ , . M i J ^ ^ ^ for cleaning out the major 

port ion of the woods* Company C was assigned the responsi 

b i l i t y f o r cleaning out that por t ion of Meiksteein-Hofstadt 

ly ing east of the north-south road running through the town* I 

Company B was responsible for cleaning out that por t ion of I 

UaAtBteln-Uetgtj&.&t ly ing l e t t of the north-south road* f h t , ; 

(ICE) (1SS) il94) " '*w*m*l mmU4ge* , ' ^ 

W W W W " ' " * ^ * W W " W I 

* , , f - '* i ' ' ' 
i*,-, ••«•»»>- '^0ft;' ; * ? • ' * '* 
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(See Map I) Af ter a r r i v i n g in the town the tanks were to 

a s s i s t the companies as the s i t u a t i o n d ic ta ted* Company A 

in b a t t a l i o n reserve was t o follow Company B and protect the 

r i g h t f lank of t h e b a t t a l i o n , (105) 

By 1400 Company B had cleaned out the woods in i t s zone, 

taken 20 pr i soners and advanced t o the edge of Merkstein-Hof-

stadt* Since Company C at t h i s time was s t i l l somewhere in 

the woods the B Company Commander changed h i s plan and order 

ed h i s l e f t platoon plus the plat oon of tanks t o take over 

Company Cfs mission* The r ight platoon was t o assume r e -
vsi**;- **<&&j^M*mtki#H*»wmm>(**V9*k^ 

i •A*'i*#i»«*i,4t̂ *A. •tpt-Mtrv&'ww 

meumMmm-mmm*-*™****.***.,*^ ^^^^^m»^muu^^ , . •r-Bfr,-a,|.lf,i „ , ,„ 

s p o n s i b i l i t y for accomplishing BTJompahynTmTSsxTO. T K T 

plan was made poss ib le by an arrangement made between the 

follow Company B in to the town and to provide close support 

for Company B* (106) 

By 1630 Company B had cleaned ouc the nor thern part of 

Merkstein-Hofstadt and was making s a t i s f a c t o r y progress in 

cleaning out uhe southern h a l f of the town* In cleaning 

out che northern part of the town, Company B had captured 

15 p r i s o n e r s . At 1715 Company C a r r ived in Merkstein- Hof-

s tadt and a s s i s t e d Company B in cleaning out the remainder 

of t he town. C Company Commander's only explanat ion o r *»HI 

cause fo r b i s l a t e a r r i v a l in the town was tha t h i s company 

had been held up by a r t i l l e r y f i r e* (107) 

By 1845 the b a t t a l i o n had consolidated i t s pos i t ion 

and had es tab l i shed i t s defenses east and south cf Merk-

t***m#ymmr**.-"m*x>'immw»iw»gn- \TW**m*)*#m**m***»#9m*** jwwmewfomw 

#m>fr*-r**^Ji>9'*.&*&'»*cMfte*tmi:'<*' «*f* »*•-***e-.n 

;'\«f .(.-»««##**.*. 

(105) (106) (107) Personal Knowledge 
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The regimental commander informed the battalion eommander 

that the division eommander and corps commander had praised 

and commended che battalion for its stubborn aggressive fight

ing in clearing out the wooded pillbox area. (109) 

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS a - n n ^ 

During .he period 2 - 6 October che 1st Ba t t a l ion had 

conducted i t s e l f in such a manner as to warrant the p ra i se 

and commendation of the corps and d iv i s ion commanders for 

• t t r r t . v ; " : ^ '":-'' 

i t s r e l e n t l e s s , stubborn and aggressive f igh t ing over ex

tremely d i f f i c u l t and unfavorable t e r r a i n against a deter* 

mined enemy, 

in five, days of a t t ack the 1s t Ba t t a l ion had made an 

opposed r i v e r crossing and had captured 19 p i l l boxes , one 

enemy town, one enemy fac tory , 345 enemy so ld ie rs and an 

undetermined quant i ty of enemy equipment. The 1st B a t t a l 

ion paid a high p r i ce fo r these accomplishments. In ac 

complishing the b a t t a l i o n mission, the r i f l e companies sus 

ta ined a t o t a l of 554 o a s u a l t i e s . 

vum* •turn vwufi M ammumtfmiu Mu»«k.jm*<*tfi>.* tm:nmunnnnmi r-ynvvmam MW4* Wt, jmifi'W'fm*, 
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ANALYSIS AND ORTTTttWnr 

While t h e operat ion described in t h i s monograph i s a 

b a t t a l i e n ac t ion , t o co r r ec t l y analyze che operat ion i t i s 

neoestary t o b r i e f l y consider seme of the dec is ions and plans 

(108) Personal Knowledge; (109) A-20, p . 16, 

* V * f J ,.• <H •> " <tl •" ' U B l , , , ' W ' V ' ' » ' '»»* >•> '*' 
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/ o f higher headquar ters which h i a d i rec t influence on the 

b a t t a l i o n operation* 

The dec is ion of h igher headquarters to postpone the at 

t ack from SO Septesber to 2 October enabled the Germans t o 

improve and re inforce the defenses of the Siegfried l i n e , 

thus changing the operat ion from a normal a t tack against 

l i g h t opposit ion t o t h a t of a f u l l scale assaul t on well 

defended f o r t i f i e d pos i t ions* While i t i s t r u e tha t the 

d iv i s ion was not e n t i r e l y prepared l o g i s t i c a l l y , i t i s my 

opinion that t he Germans were s t i l l l e s s prepared and tha t 

the d iv i s ion could have accomplished i t s mission much more 
%mmt>*Mmman9kM M M W M»A*.*taremw>«n»,n fc«««nrfW'i»i*wiJ«^wt^«anu'i^w^>wiig^ 

rapidly and with fewer casualties had the attack taken 
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In my opinion Che i n i t i a l a t t ack area se lec ted by the 

regimental commander was unsa t i s f ac to ry . South of Rimburg 

the t h i c k woods and steep slopes of t h e r idge east of the 

Wurm River provided the enemy with excellent observation on 

the e n t i r e assaul t area* The woods also provided adequate 

concealment for the enemy p i l lboxes and thus precluded the 

e f fec t ive use of a r t i l l e r y and tank f i r e on the p i l l boxes . 

The enemy was also ab le to bring f ronta l and f lanking f i r e 

on a l l t roops as soon as they crossed the Wwrm River* Rim-

burg and Rimburg Castle t o the north of the a t t a ck area 
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also provided the enemy with excel lent observation and f i r 

ing pos i t ions on the en t i r e area* 

A few days before t h e a t t ack the regimental commander 

apparent ly r ea l i s ed t h a t he had made an e r ro r in judgment 

»• >,««<•£>• .«*>.**;^' •W'1«'^''*A»>.>''+'A**. 1*1.M.**" >'«» ' ' 
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in the se lec t ion of the attack area* Apparently, in an 

attempt to rec t i fy the s i tuat ion, the regimental command-

er widened the attack zone by i n i t i a l l y committing another 

battal ion t o attack immediately north of uhe 1st Battalion 

• 1 

through Rimburg/ This again, in my opinion, was a poor de

c i s ion , I bel ieve i t would have been a much better plan to 

simply shift the attack area no^th and attack through Rim-

burg in a column of batta l ions . 

The air strike preceding the attack was a complete 

failure* In the 1st Battal ion's sector the medium bombers 

were dropped by the f ighter bombers were ineffect ive due 

to the fact that the vegetation in the attack zone was too 

green and damp to burn. Even from a psychological point 

of view the air strike was a failure as evidenced by the 

fact that prisoners, when questioned as to the effect of 

the a ir s tr ike , asked "what air str ike?*. 

Preparations for the attack were complete and tho

rough with exception of the fact that the regimental and 

battal ion commanders fa i led to make necessary arrangements 

to enable Company B to receive the spec ia l assault training 
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The orders for launching the attack on 2 October were 

simple, thorough and complete. The smoothness with which 

the attack unfolded gave evidence that there had been ade

quate planning and coordination at a l l l eve l s of command. 
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struct a treadssav b-r-M*** ,-t. 
7 b r i d g e ' lhe speed with which the bat

t a l ion advanced across the Wurm i?iw«.„ ** 
w«e fturm River a t tes ted to the ef

fectiveness of che tra-in-inr, „„., 
6 t r a i n i n S and orientation of the indi

vidual so ld ier . 
I h e a r t i l l e r y preparation was «<sprmot-- ^ 

TOS aae<iuate and well planned. 

Close supposing f i res were well coordinated and effectively 

assis ted the 1st Battalion in i t s advance to the edge of 
the woods east of the form River Rv r«-n„ « 

mver . By following closely 
behind these f i res the 1st nm-i-»"n«.. •• 

—*«-«-«,,«„«, maae „ lmpos811;le for ̂ ^ ^ 
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adequate counter bat terv f i r* *>».«-. «... 
o « i e r y Tire . Prom the standpoint of the 

a r t i l l e r y this fa i lure was unairoifloMo v 
M a v o i d a b l e because i t was caused 

by the lack of an adequate supply of ammunition. 
On s October the regimental commander, due to pressure 

t,Tf>mmmniXi!U»**»mtf*iiw*t *>***SIK+ .•*jrfVi»«»o>u*M«Mi!»«* 
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from higher hs-adouartera w««ii-i-iv»«Yi-,>- ......,....-.-
M .*«.«*, prematurely committed h i s reserve btttlrssrx an area where there was l i t t l e chance for a 

successful operation. This reserve was committed pr ior to 

the committment of the reserve companies of the attacking 

bat tal ion &• <^j 

YvXJff CWhen the regimental commander decided on 3 October to 

oapital ize oa the •uootM of the regiment m his a 0 r t ^ f l i 
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was necessary to organize a spec ia l t a sk force cons is t ing 

of elements of two different b a t t a l i o n s plus tanks and tank 

d e s t r o y e r s . If the regimental commander had net prematurely 

committed his r e se rve , i t would have been avai lable t o ac

complish t h i s mission. 

Task Force Quinn, which was operating successful ly , was 

prematurely d issolved and un i t s turned back to t h e i r organic 

commands before the t a sk force had completed i t s mission, thus 

making i t necessary for the 1st Ba t t a l ion to assume respons i 

b i l i t y for the mission. During the delay caused by t h i s 

and re inforce t h e i r p o s i t i o n s . I t i s my opinion that if the 
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t a s k force had not been dissolved, i t would have been able 

to accomplish i t s mission before the hours of darkness on 

3 October* As i t was, i t took the 1st Ba t t a l ion two and one 

ha l f days to accomplish uhe mission. 

After t h e d i s so lu t ion of the task force the 1st Bat

t a l i o n was given the mission of cleaning out the woods t o 

the south. The b a t t a l i o n , with two companies abreas t , launched 

an a t t ack south which was immediately stopped. In my opinion, 

she b a t t a l i o n commander fa i l ed t o make maximum u t i l i z a t i o n of 

the t e r r a i n by overlooking t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of using Company 

I f s pos i t ion on high ground as a base from which to launch 

an a t t ack on the rear of the enemy. 

Company Cfe lack of aggressiveness and f a i l u re to keep 

abreast of the company a t tacking on i t s r igh t enabled the 

tnemy t© latitat au&erouft <?&«umlties by f i r i n g in to the flank 

of the r ight company. 
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t i c n on the b a t t a l i o n s i t u a t i o n was obtained from radio r e 

por t s of the company commander r a t h e r Chan on h i s own per

sonal observat ions . As a r e su l t of she f a l s e repor t s con

cerning t h e loca t ion and movement of Company C t h e b a t t a l -

ion commander was improperly informed as to h is b a t t a l i o n ' s 

t r u e s i t u a t i o n . Even though there was a c r i t i c a l shortage 

of o f f i ce r s and s n a i l unit leaders within the b a t t a l i o n , 

I bel ieve t h a t the b a t t a l i o n commander should have immed-

. l a t e l y re l ieved and preferred charges against the C Company 

Commander when he discovered tha t she C Company Commander 

The at tached tanks were of l i t t l e a s s i s t ance to the 

b a t t a l i o n in t h i s operat ion due to the nature of the t e r 

rain* Had the t e r r a i n been such that the tanks could have 

been used in close support of the in fan t ry , the mission 

probably could have been accomplished much sooner and with 

fewer c a s u a l t i e s . 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n of overprinted maps and a e r i a l photo

graphs down t o platoons was of mater ia l a s s i s t ance to the 

small unit leaders in making t h e i r a t tack plans and in ex-

and what he was t o accomplish• These maps and photograph© 

accura te ly depicted t h e loca t ion of approximately 80 per

cent of the enemyfs permanent i n s t a l l a t i o n s . Information 

obtained by the use of pa t ro l s and observation posts was 

e f fec t ive ly used t o ver i fy and supplement t h i s information. 
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The Germans e f fec t ive ly u t i l i s e d f ie ld f o r t i f i c a t i o n s 

to supplement the defenses of t h e p i l l b o x e s , These f o r t i f i 

ca t ions gave "close in* pro tec t ion t o the pi l lboxes and 

proved very e f fec t ive against assaul t teams moving up t o 

place sa tche l charges on the pi l lboxes* 

The chief weakness of t h e German defenses of the Sieg

f r ied l i ne was the lack of adequate reserves with which to 

counterat tack before the American t roops could consol idate 

t h e i r gains in the penetrated area * I f t h e Germans had 

counterat tacked on the afternoon of 3 October they probably 

would have b e j e ^ . ^ and r ee s t ab -

l i s h t h e i r o r i g ina l l i ne* um^~~~~~-~~~~~~ 
„ * ^ — — - ~ — - ~ » ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ m 

~~ - » - t ^ n a ^ ¥ p I n i o n , t h a t t h e ' b a t t a l i o n with the exception 

of Company C, r i g h t f u l l y deserved the pra i se and commendation 

given i t by t h e corps and d iv i s ion commanders for i t s r e 

l e n t l e s s , stubborn and aggressive f igh t ing over extremely 

d i f f i c u l t and unfavorable t e r r a i n against a determined enemy* 

LESSONS 

' X* J ^ t ^ t ^ ^ care-

f u l , thorough, de ta i l ed preparat ion and planning* i 
1 

2* For t i f i ed pos i t i ons can be successful ly reduced | 
by a determined and aggressive at tack* I 

3* Commanders of a l l echelons should be well forward | 

where they can personal ly observe what i s going on and thus I 

be abls i#o b jMf ,^ 
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knowledge supplemented by reports, rather than on reports 

alone* 

4* Reports submitted by commanders at a l l l e v e l s must 

be .accurate and complete• 

5 / Incompetent and non-aggressive leaders must be im

mediately "relieved • 

6* Commanders of a l l echelons must keep abreast of the 

s i tuat ion and be prepared to capital ize on or exploit suc

cesses of their owi or adjacent units* 
7# Reserves should be committed o n x F * * ^ 1 * w, 

^«^,-..-„^T-»,« ̂ u^^um^m^mmm^-mmmar. *~*»~*»«<>~^m^«*^^*m>*^^ 

i l l d irect ly influence the outcome of the act ion . 
r:^wn*^r%>*iMW^i< 

8. In the attack, infantry troops need an OT?g?sfti£ 

heavy cal iber , direct f ire weapon which can be transported 

by hand over terrain which precludes the use of tanks or 

other direct f i re weapons. 

9. Commanders of a l l echelons must carefully study 

the ir subordinate commanders and avjAd putting pressure on 

those who do not need i t . Such pressure from higher com

manders often resul ts in the premature committment of re-

*<*****«ia*Am»*miiM-*~mi**t*xM. A>« * « M V U * A < » H . . < M V * *71 
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10. in the attack of a f or t i f i ed posit ion commanders 

must make the maximum use of patrols and observation posts 

to supplement inte l l igence reports of enemy posit ion*. 

11. in the attack of a fort i f ied posit ion each so ldier 

ef th* attacking force should be trained in the use and op-

.., irf t t iea"o'f a l l Bpnoial Miaul* **i*p«bt* 
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12. While i t i s possible Tor infantry troops using 

organic weapons and ^tith no special assault t ra in ing to r e 

duce pi l lboxes, i t i s highly desirable that special assault 

equipment be provided and that a l l troops receive special 

assault t r a in ing , 

13. In planning an a t tack of a for t i f ied posi t ion, the 

assault area must be carefully selected. An area in which 

the pillboxes and emplacements are located in open t e r r a i n 

i s most des i rable , 

14. Close supporting a r t i l l e r y and mortar f i r e s can-

ii»««m « « I ^ < < J ^ « W « M > W « - v ^ « * * * ^ ̂^ "noTTe^f^^^ 
15. Commanders should make every effort t o preserve 

the forxfiation of special task forces, i t i s far be t t e r t 

have two r i f l e companies from one ba t ta l ion than to have 

one company from one bat ta l ion and one from another b a t t a l -
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V 

ion. 

yU 

f 
o A-:' 

16. If possible, the commander of a special task force %,y 
& & 

# *ff 
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• AJ^ \ 

should be the commander or executive officer of the unit . / 

V ^ ' S u p p l y i n g the majority of the troops to make up the task # > 
lit 4 n f& "|w 

,A 

# * ^ force. 
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.«„,.-.^^r. •« -'•••'•--'•'Yfr""'Hird'fort i f ieat ions are an effective supplement 

to the defenses of a pillbox area and provide close in pro

tec t ion for the pi l lboxes. 

IS* Saturation bombijag by medium bombers prior t o the 

attack aad close support by f ighter bombers during the a t -

i».kiKi"*t«i»*blt'pjp»fl.ttiftg the--opera*twy<£t well p: 
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19. In the defense of a for t i f i ed posi t ion, loeal in 

fantry reserves are e s sent ia l . These reserves should be id -

oat ed where they can be employed t o launch a counterattack 

as soon as any portion of the for t i f i ed posit ion has been 

penetrated. 

SO. In an attack the enemy should never be given time 

to reorganize and consolidate his pos i t ions . 

21. Terrain permitting, a tank-infantry-art i l lery-en-
n W » - H < V < » » » » l . ' M » H H H y W l l l l l \»0tr***.*a*K*Ur.r*ilMH*U 

the reduction of fort i f i ed positions* 
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