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INT:-iODUCT ION 

The :nonograph u1ich fol.wv,s 11i1J. depict the operations 

of the United States Fi.rst omd llinth Armies cons,,'(u';nt to the 

enveloµnent of the Ruhr region of Germany and the subsequent 

elimination of the trapped Gerrnc,n forces, during the period 28 

March 1945 to 18 April l9h5, (1) 

The Ruhr, more an economic and ind.ustriri.L unit th2..n a geo

graphic one, comprises rn area approxim2tely the size of Dela

ware. 

Its location is generally along both banks of the Rhine 

between '::ESEL and COLCGNE, extendine; eastward about thirty 

five miles. Its importance is apparent when we consider, ti,at 

two-fiftns of tne coce.._ ,,nd coke and one third of tne steel pro

duced in continenta.l 'curope prior t~ 1939, came from this area. (2) 

Here were the ma.jar portion of Germ2.ny I s he&vy industry. 

',\itnout it the remainder of its industry was doomed to strangu-
r ~ u \.:Ul ,J,:llt6 {;,,_.J>~ 

la ti.on for lack of raw ~materials'.;·•' Tru.1.y it was ti1e arsena:C of 

the Third Reich, 

General Eisenhov.er I s basic p:Can for the complete submis

sion of Germany had three principle elements. First, the de

struction of German forces west of the Rhine; secondly, to 

secure bridgeheads across the Rhine; ~nd lastly, a drive to the 

East am' juncture with the Russians, (J) 

(1) A-1, p. 7; (2) ,1 -2, p, 18; (3) fc-1 p. 81. 
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• 
Upon ceining bridgeheads across the :-rnine, it waS _pl-B.nned 

to execute a double envelopnent of the Ruhr. 

/,s originally conceived, this plon called for the 21st 

Army C";roup to make the main effort in the north, crossing the 

Rhine in the vicinity of WESE1. 

Sixth P,r;:iy Group v.e.s to m-:i.ke secondary thrust.from the 

vicinity of '',\Ill1, both Army Groups to effect B. ;'unct11re in 

the vicinity of KASS-SL. l.2th .\rmy Group in the center J was 

to bolster both the 21st ,ind 6th Army Groups with 0dclitional 

divisions snd maint11in pressure to its front. This double 

envelopnent wouj..d.deny to Germc.ny the vita.L industrial mater

iai which the iluhr produced. ( 4) 

By 28 He.rch .LSi45, phase b·,,) of Gener2.1. l.:isenhov,;er's plan 

had been achieved. Victorious Allied Armies were firmly 

established on the east bank of the Rhine River. In the zone 

of the 12ti1 Army Group, the United States 1/inth !,rmy and the 

British Second Arny had extended thPir bridgehead to HALTb:itN. ( 5) 

Further south tirn United States First • nd T,1ird 'rrnies 

under 12th J\:rTiy G.coup hnd broken loose from bridgeheads in the 

entered l.'.,UBl'liG and the Tl),ird hnd c 0 rtured the city of 

Lf,[Tl:HBACH •. (6) (7) I 

~ix.th J,rmy Groups Seventh '\rmy hc:d crosstd in the vicinity 

of Off.'.S, a.ncl by the 28th had ::wde contact with elements of 

the Third i: rmy. The French ''irst t rc,y under Sh.th ,s.:-r,,_y 

Group was pushing e-9sbvard on a line a;: .. ·/rox.imately five mil.es , 

west of the llhine ,aver. (8) Se~ ''ap ,\. (~'f;t. ~-?'"7-c,,:/c,7) 

(4) A-1, p. 98; (5) 1\-J p. 262; (6) '--4, p. 47; (7) ;'.,-5, p. 38 
(S) ,,-5, p, 39: 
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• 
No description of the icll.ied situation, prior to the 

encirclement of the Ruhr woulci be complete without a brief 

picture of the cevastation wrought in tnis area by ti1e combined 

Allied Air Forces. Commencing on 21 February 1945, a determined 

effort was launched to destroy 18 rail.road bridges vital to large 

scale movements into and out of t11e ctuhr. By 24 March, the 

objectives of this offensive y;ere substDnti,.lly achieved, result

ing in ten of the bridges being destroyed, tv,o seriously damaged, 

and t~JO pa1·ti3lly dar.v:ged, thus reducing movement in this area 

to a minis!!.um. Concurrentiy heavy rc1 ids y;ere c ,- rried out on 

tart,ets v,itidn the projected poc!-cet, cutting comrn.unica.tions 

and inf.Licting serious darna.ge to its industris.i. c, ;iacity. 

The effect of this air bombardment on the rrnrale of 

the soldier and civilian within the Ruhr sure.1.y inf.1.uenced 

subsequent ground operations. The once mighty Third Reich 

was now tottering on the brink of destruction. (9) 
\. 

OPERATION 0-'<DERS PE:RTr':C::'IT TO TtlE !O:KCITtC.i..'.Q,LNT OF TcL: cl.UHR 

The operations of the 12th Army Group during ).larch caused 

the Supreme Commander to modify his original plan, switching 

the main effort from the north to the center. This decision 

was based on the rapid drives w,1ich both 1st and Jrd Armies had 

made in their drive to the East. The enemy on both of these 

Army fronts was disorganized, reeJ.ing from trip-hammer blows 

which had begun in )farch. In addition, it was i1ored that this 

move would draw enemy strengtn from 12th /, rmy Group in the 

north, where only modest 8'-ins had been made. (10) 

J,ccording.cy, on 28 Herch, SnP.SF directed 21st •\r,:iy Group 

(9) A-l, p. 98; (10) A-5, p. 41; 
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• 
to drive to the east from its bridgehead north of the Ruhr with 

the objective of caini.'1i:; contllct on its rii:;ht with 12th /\rmy 

Group in the PADKil50,frl-KASSEL area. 12.th >.rmy Group was to 

advance to the northeast to make 2 ,junction with 21st fcrmy 

Group in the above mentioned area. 6th trmy Group w~.s to advance 

from its bridgeheads and protect the rL ht f .Lnk of 12th ., rmy 

Group in its drive to the nort,1east. (11) 

/\ t this time, the 9th !, rmy was holdjng the right f.Lank of 

the 12th / rmy Group along the nort"ern edge of the Ruhr. .I.st 

Army on the .Left i'.L3nk of the 1.2tn Arc-ny Group had smas,1ed 35 

mi.1.es east alone tue soutnern ;co rt ion of the ituhr. 

Logically then, these Armies were given tne mission of 

a link-up which would encircle the Ruhr. 21st /.rmy Group directed 

9th Army to drive to the East, contacting 1st Army in the FAD

ERBOR.c'l area. (12) Concurrent.1.y, the 12th lrmy Group instructed 

1st Army to attack to the northeast to contact 9t., 1'.rmy in the 

FAD.:<RBOR'··' area. ( 13) 

ORGANIZATION OF UNTIED :T/,Ti.S 1ST .~ND 9TH Aari~s 21 UARCH 1945 

First fa.rmy at this ti"le v:as composed of three Corps me.de up 

as follows: 

1st Infantry Division 

104th lnfantry Division 

78th Infrntry 'Jivision 

(11) h-5, p. 41; (.L2) t,-3, p. 264; (13) A-5, P• 42 
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Sth Ini'antry Division - \',est of the Rhine 

36th Infantry Di vision - 't:e st of the Rhine 

3rd Armored Division 

4th Cavalry Group 

3 CO=l.?S 

9th Infantry Division 

99th Infantry Jivision 

7th Armored Division 

14th Cava.1.ry ,'":roup 

5 CORFS 

2nd Infantry Division 

69th Infantry :Jivision 

2Sti1 Inri,ntry Jivision -•:est of the '1.hine 

9th Armored Division 

102nd Cave.lry Sroup 

The 9th A','J,y at this time was composed of three Corps 

as follows: 

16 CORFS 

30th Infantry Division 

35th Infantry Division 

75tn Infantry Division 

79th Infantry Division 

3t:i f, rmored Di vision 

19 COR"S - ''iest of t'1e ,thine 

29th Infantry Division 

33rd Inf,.ntry Division 

2nd /,rmorod Division 

13 CCC/TS 

34L1 Infantry Division 

102nd Infantry Division 

95th InLmtry Division 

5th Armored Division 
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• All Corps had normal orgcnic su;.,porting units, and in 

addition 1'ere strong1.y supp.Lemented with ,:uarterma.ster Truck 

Com1:•anics to lend mobility to ti1e cnticipded t:1rusts. 

From tr1is, it ca.n be seen, that each of the Corps had one 

Armored Division operatin;; v.ith t:~ree Inf ntry Dividons. T,;is 

made each Corp, and in fa.ct, both Armies a huc;e Tan., Infa!'ltry 

team. 

9Tll J,RJ.'Y FJ""':,;/ OF : T1'ACK 

Operations in tne 9th i rray ½one were still bcin;,; ccnducted 

in the light of orders prescribing the r,thck ~cross the Rhine. 

16 CC'RfS had assaulted the '.chine ,md was slowly expa.nding its 

briclp;ehead. 19 CORPS detniled as a exploitation unit was 

anxiously e.w;:titing rm o_'i_-_,ortunity to cross the :<hine and begin 

its role. 13 CORfS defended the west b 0 nk of the Rhine, 

waiting for 15t:1 Army to take over this •nission, 

It had not been possib.1.e at tnis time to bring .L9 cc,; S 

across the Rhine, ;•rincipally due to two reasons. First, the 

restricted area of the bridge~1ead and the resultine large troop 

concentrations. Secondky, it wzs felt that bridging across the 

Riline in the )rmy zone at this time 1-'ias ir1adec,uate to surrort 

such a m2cjor troop ,;iovement ''llC: ?_t t,w sane ti.!,ce r.tLintain 

lo gist ic2'..L support for .i.6 CCRI':S. 

The ,~~r~y Cornm~nder, however, felt thc:.t t~1e British .Second 

Army to t:1e nsrth v,ould soon brea:,throu:;h to t,,e cast, r;iving 

fore, on 27 ~~arch, he ordere~ 19 CG'.:iJ-.S to he.-'":in tuildin,- u-:; 

261 
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TH;;; ENE!,:Y SITUATION 

German forces on the western front were still trying 

desperately to stem the Allied onslaught acro~s the Rhine. 

His defeats west of the Rhine, where whole divisions were lost, 

had decimated his forces, As a consequence, he w~s forced to 

disperse his troops thin~y across the who~e of the western 

front. 

Crushing t.llied air blows had almost completely disrupted 

logistical support of front line troops. This, couple<1 wit,1 the 

successive defeats which German Armies had suffered, inf~icted 

a severe blow to the morale of all but a minority of die-hards,(15) 

German forces o:,r,osin;:; the 1st nd 9th !\rrnies at this tirae, 

were under the command of .',rmy Group "B", which \\as composed of 

elements of tl1e 1st Parachute Army, Fifth Panzer Army and the 

Fifteenth Army. Of tne three, only the 1st i'nrachute As-my 

remained an effective fi;;hting team, the others having been 

badly mauled in operations west of the illline and in vain attempts 

to retain the REHAGJ::N bridgehead, (16) 

TOPffili:A HJY 

9th Army at this time, faced two v,idely different types 

of terrain, North of the Lippe River, the North German 

plain was well suited for the employment of armor. Between 

(' the Lippe and the Ruhr Rivers, however, lay a highly built 
• 
' up industrial area, interl~ced with waterways and marshland, 

' Cl~ all of which favored the defender. 
, 
' 

'\,} 
'ii 

- To the south the First f..rmy was confronted with a condition 

~r to that of the 9th Army. Facing 1st /',rmy in its drive 

to PW:'RSORN lay flat open country with a fine roadnet, Between 

" ,::_, the Ruhr and the Sie,,; Rivers however, tr,e terrain was semi-

\ mountainous', particularly well suited for the defense. 

(15) A-1, p. 97; (16) A-9, p. 25, 26; 
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/~-(~! 

::::n Gener~t..L i-~ont.i~omery 1 s order of 2S V2rch, provisions 

were inc.1.uded to c;ive control of the T.•r::~SEl._. bridges ;:nd routes 

therefrom to tile Ninth l:..riny. -~, .i.so this order moved t(1e British 

Second and Ninth Army boundry considerab.Ly to tae north effective 

30 ,'.arch. This wou.J.d provide space and necessary bridging for 

the employment of 19 and 13 CORPS. These provisions ;cromised 

to eli·ninate the previous stumbiing bl.oc;rn o:f the i';int,1 Army. (.1.7) 

19 CORf:S cross the river wit/lout delay, attack to the east, and 

contact 1st ;\ rmy in the PADERBOHN area. i3 C(UPS was to pre-

t tt R' • tt I ' • "l!HCO•C'i) pare o cross 1e nine, :3_ ac -c ano sieze }""''~ ...... .t.;:~ 16 CDifr' 

Oi'F.llATIOr!S NINT'! Aff'Y 1 28 w,aca TC 2 AEUi.. 

Operations of 16 CC'R"° on tc1e 23th, consisted :,rimarily in 

attacldng to extend its bridgehead to ti1e east ~nrl south. 

Strong ener.i..y re sistence w2~s encountered in its zone particular l.y 

from tr1e :u6 Fan:aer Division, rcc0nt.cy conmittec from tne 

HOLLl;ND-::-';.LH},S•~N border. ( lS') 

On 27 March, 19 CORP~ acting on the orai orders of the 

P,rz>.y Commander, commenced moving its units , cross the Rhine. 

• By 23 '".area, Co1nbat Command "A" of the 2nd Armored had assembled 

north of the Lippe River and the remaininr: elements of the 

division had crossed foe Rhine. Remaining units of the Corp,. 

cl.osec' to tne -.-.est bank of the :foine. 19 CrnffS would soon 

be ready to unl.eash its attack to the east. (20) 

During 29 'c'arch, 16 C(!R''·': continued its efforts to 

expand its bridgeheads c.J.earing '}V'J?,-.c:( ,:nd DOilSTEN, the 

latter being an import,,nt cite for b:rid;,;ine the Li;,pe River. 

(17) A-3, p. 264; (lfl) f.-3, p. 265 (19) ,\-3, p. 2.62 
(20) A-3, p. 267; 
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Fatrolls of ti1e 7<;L1 Division_ atte·n;1ted to ,,robe the defenses 

of Jl.JISBURG but were repulsed by he,,vy fire. ( 21) 

On JO ],'arch, the 79t,1 and J5ti1 • Infantry Divisions drove 

south to the i<Hll'JE-JL02-'J!E C~NA;.., .i.,ittle progress resu.i.ted from 

efforts to drive to the eact. (22) 

,.>n 3.1. I.larch, the 75th Inf,mtr", Division .:as committed 

passing through the 8th ,"crmored Division for gains of 5 miles, 

completing entirely 16 CORl-S Rhi.ne River bridgehead. (23) 

On l April, the 8th !1rmored Division passed to 19 GORFS 

control wnere better use :nic;ht be made of its mobility and 

stri!eing power. As an J\rmored unit, it had not enjoyed too 

much success in the densly built Uf' area over wnich it '"tad 

been operating, lLC"".1,INC',HAUSEl'I wa.s taken by t'ie 35th Jnfantry 

Division ·-n.i.y after hewy fig:hting -'lncl use of close arti:i.lery 

Frisoners of wa.r tc'rnn in this tO\<n, disclosed that the 

116 ?snzer Division '.d1ich h,qd been :_,,art::.cui.ari.y troub_._esome 

to t;,e 35th Infantry Division, had withdrawn to tile e&st 

during t'1e nigrtt. :~emaining identified German units o;.1rxis-

ing t:1e Corps, v-:ere the: l.SOtC1 and .1..SOth Vo.1.tesgrenadier 

Division and the 2nd Farachute Division. (25) 

The strong resistance encountered by .1.6 COR,S thus :f>r 

indics.ted that the enemy was fearful of a thrust direct.cy 

south into the lluhr. In strenr:thening his defenses along 

this front, he necessarily we&kened those to the north, setting 

the stage for 19 COrt?S drive to the east. 

By 28 March, British Second \.rmy held smnsi1ed eest justify

ing General Simpsons earlier estimates, ~ue to his foresight, 

19 CO~PS was now in a rosition to be immediate.cy employed in 

(21) •l-4, p. 267; 
(24) A-6, p, 55; 

(22) A-6, p. 54; 
(25) A-6, p. 57; 
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its role as an ex::;loit.ction force. Cn 29 March, it ;noved into 

3ritish 2n,.J Army zone and 2dvanced reconnaissance elements 

Cn 30 ).'c,rch, its 2nd >'rmor6d ::livision reinforced by two 

Regimental Combat Teams of t:,e 95th and 8Jrd Divisions, drc;ve 

easti·,ard from the iMLTERN area. Tne rem2-inder of the 8Jrd 

Infantry Divbion assembled near HALTJ::l-li'i preparing to follow 

the 2nd Armored drive. 

On 31 !,!arch, blown brid.c,es over the DOH'EHJND-2'S C/.N(L 

hindered only sli, htly the rrogress of the 2nd .irmored as it 

drove to the east and a .juncture ,dth the 1st ,\rmy. Py 

nightfall the Division had reached BECKUM 40 miles east of 

HAi.TERN. Its flanks particularly the northern face of the 

Ruhr, were protected by the attached Regimental Combat 

Tes.ms. (See J'ap B) 

On l .~pril, Combat Command "B" svmng to the south 

contacting the Jrd trmored Division at LI?fSTADT. The 

remainder of the 8Jrd Infan~ry Division was movinb forward at 

this time to re.1.ieve the 2n,, J,rmored from its present position, 

so that the mo:nentu:n of the armored cttack might be mcintained 

to the east, (27) (See Ha;.; B) 

~et us go bac:< now to follow the o;;erations of the ist 

Army in its drive to the LlPPSTADT area. 

JBT APcff YJ.J,N OF ATTACK 

By 28 ~.!arch, the 1st ! rcxy attacicing to expand the RE'.!.AGEN 

bridghead, advcsnced to the line Siffi!Ji-WlGJURG-G lliSSEN. 7 CORFS 

was on the left, 3 CORFS in tne center and 5 C0:11:S on the right. 

Resistance encountered during the day ivas light, excepting on 

the northern f~ank. ( 28) ( See !,!ap B) 

(26) A-3, p. 267; (27) A-4, p. 49; (28) A-4, p. 47: 
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.4 t this time, GenerD.i Hod•;e in ac,:ordance with instructions 

from higher headouaters, directed that the wei,ht of the attack 

be turned to the north, with the objective of a link-up with 

the 9th Army in the H.D7':clBORN area. Corns were to retrin 

trreir relative positions on the f:rmy front. 3 C02"S upon reach

ing the illERSTAU-ScsE, wou1.d be pinci1ed out by 7 C(HPS and 5 CORPS 

boundaries. This wuuld enab1.e 3 co;,r to be employed in the re

duction of the eastern portion of the projected pocket. (29) 

During the drive for contact we 1, ill primarily be con

cerned oith the operations of 7 CORFS in its advance to the 

nortn. 

OPcJ'.ATIONS l.ST ,VJ'.'[ 28 MARC!! ·ro lc:T APRIL 

On 29 !.'arch, the 3rd l\rmored Division spearheading 7 CORPS 

drive to the north throu.•,i1 favor<1ble tank country, h<ld driven 

39 miles to GlSRSH,\GEN. At this time, tha 8th Infrntry Division 

had moved across the Rhine and v:as committed alon1:; t:1e Corps 

left flank. The i1igh1.y motorized 104th Inf• ntry Division and 

the 1st Infantry Division followed the advancin", /,rmcir, pro

tecting its flanks and keeping sup~ly routes open. (See Map B) 

3y-passed enemy pockets cm1sed considerable troub1.e during 

the day, hinderin0, .Logistical c;up,:ort and communications between 

the forv,ard ,,nd rear e ... ements. :iowever, this ,;. as to be cleared 

up shortly by the ecdv,.ncing Infantry i.Jivisions mox,ins up in the 

zone of the s,:,earhesds. (30) 

In the 3 CORPS zone, the 9ti1 1\rmored Division advc,nced 

8 m..Les to take KBCHAIH. Here heavy resisto.nce was en

countered, the enem~.r employing bazookas, sm.allarms .nnd mines. 

5 CORPS from positions in ''iDiBU'.tG a.dvanced for 38 mi.Les to 

reach SCH",-LL'/SBUHG by nightfall. 

The Jrd Armored on 30 }!arch, continued its drive in 7 CORPS 

(29) 1--4, p. 48 (30) A-1+, p. 49 
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zone adv,mcing to within 3 ,niles of I'iDi,cl?i:ilN, where resist~nce 

rz 
was encountered fro11 ;: .S .:-vestphalia, com;--osed of el.eJY1.ents 

BC2N. This vias the first coordinrted deferise the Jc-d Armored 

had encountered since st~'.rt1.n.:::; its drive frorrt ':f;\.:b[tt~ on 29 

l'arch. (3.L) 

rapiciy for,1inz r:oc'<:et in the vicinity oi 1::EDEBACH,. but was 

repulsed by the lOJ+th Infsntry Division. (32) (:?ce '"aJ; B) 

On 3.L !'Larch., litt1.e ~,~in was u:::..de in ti'le 7 Curt.F'S zone, 

r:.ction beine confined prL.,!aT'ily to moprin2;-up and tC1e strength-

enins of weak f.Lanks. 

By 31 l/srch, 3 CCifrS had rea.ched the EDc~~sT:JJ-S.tE, being 

pinched out 2.t the 7 and 5 CCii?S boumlry. In the 5 COrfrS 

zone, the 9th :\rroorec had :Dl'de co:11., ct ,sith units of the 7 

Easter E:und-~1y, l :\prii. .L9L~5, sc:> 11 the cu.unination of the 

9th snd let Armies drive to encj__rc.1-c tlte ituhr. Cn t:·ds rlcy, 

the 2nd c::_rrn_ured Corr,b2.t Co::nrri.::.ncl: B met Test Force ;;;:~ne of the 

3rd .-\rrnoreC. '.Ji vision i[l LIFT.ST \DT rt ll100 hours. Tas'{ Force 

to close the ring of stee~. 

_i}em2.inin,-, ei.sr:"ients of the 2nd : r11.ored c ... ec.:rer. PADi: .... \D(J .... i.1·-r, 

vitr,l us s com.:mnication center for its •further drive to t~ie 

east. i-- ,·;.~ .. in ene.:ny nttacl'".:s t·:) breE .. ;< out of t:le pincers in 

the vicinity '" ,, ,JdJACrt were rerulsed. 5 C01ffS continued its 

drive frc.,m ',:AillllJHG to reach LISSEN, thic~enin:; tne encirclinc 

arm. (32) (See Hap B) 

(31) A-9, p. 25; (32) A-7, p. 307: 
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fJurin,~ thio period, the .J..5t{1 1 rn~r cnga~ed in o::erntions 

to simulate " crossing of the ?hine, This threat forcerJ the 

enemy to emp_;_oy larce :forces ,;orely needed elsewhere for the 

defense of ti1e ;1hine. (33) 

In this period, the isolation of t,1e Ruhr had been completed. 

German forces had elected to fight for the ground they held, 

regardless of·the consequences, resultins in tneir complete 

encirclement. 

Hthough the German tligh Command must have been aware of 

the peril which the ever closing pincers presented, no co

ordinated attempt was made to effect a v,ithdrawal of the bulk 

of his forces. In this pocket the 1st and 9th '-rmies had 

trapped the major portion of f.rmy :-roup B consistin,; of 

17 Divisions, approximately 1/3 of the German troops on the 

western front. Prisoners of '."ar poured into '·rmy cases in 

ever-increasing number, presenting a serious probiem in traffic 

control, The enemy now w0.s shol'fing si:;ns of comrlete dis

integration, his organization, communications, end morale 

had been shattered. Ahead ~ay the tremendous task of clearing 

~igantic pocket, 

FLANS I•Oi:i. THE REDUCT ION OF Trlli rlUHR ;DCKr.:T 

At this point both 1st and 9th Armies were faced with two 

major problems, First to continue the drive to the east, expLoit

ing the large gap created by the encirclement of Army Group B, 

Secondly, to reduce the pocket, which remained a threat to the 

flanks of both Armies as long as it existed, By att2.cking this 

pocket immediately, it would be possible to keep the trapped 

Army Group B constantly off balance, unable to regro··p for a co

ordinated thrust to break the wall of the pocket, 

(JJ,) A-5, p, 41+; 
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11. plan for eliminating this threat was for ,nul.a te d by 1st 

and 9th Armies, on 2 Ar;ri ... , p.1.acing the Army bonndry along 
__..c:..-

the :~uhr River. T,1is gave the 9th Army the densly built up area 

north of the river and the 1st Army the rugged hil.1y terrain to 

the south, The 9th Army e'llploying 16 CORPS from present positions 

and 19 CO'.'lPS from the FA:JIIB!3"RC: area was to attack to the south 

and southwest, The 1st Army planned to use lS CORPS (Airborne) 

from the southern flank of the pocket in an attac': to the north 

and the 3 CORPS on the southern shoul.der att, eking to the north

west, The remaining Corps of both 1st and 9th ~rmies were to 

prepare to continue the drive to the east. (34) 

. OP!·:R'.TIONS OF LST ;'. .. ,'1'.Y-2 .4,":'HL TO 16 AP'tlIL 

18 CORPS ( Urborne) became o,.erational in the 1st • rmy' s 

zone, 2 icpril 45, assuming control of the 78th and 8th Infantry 

:Jivisions in place, and a sector on the : rmy .Left f.Lank. (See 

Its 8th Infantry Division ia pusning into SIH:"'"I, encountered 

stronc enemy O!_-,position, staving off a tota.l.. of six counter

attacks. Further north the enemy was particular~y sensitive, 

resisting fiercly al~ attempts by the 7 CORI'S to advance to the 

west, particular iy in the • T·JTERBUC area, where Panzer Lehr, 

3 Panzer Grenadier Division and 176th Infantry Division de

fended stubbornly, However, '.'iINTK'lBEfG was taken c1fter ~n 

all day fight, (35) (See l!ap C) 

On 3 ,lpril, lS COl.PS 3th Infentry Division ciecred .~n:G~i:I, 

and retained its position in the face of 6 determined counter

attroc1<:s lA.unched by the enemy on 4- A :aril. 3_ CORPS relieved 7 

C0'1FS from its res·.1onsibllity for the eastern portion of the 

pocket on 4 April. The 9th Division of 7 CORF'.: wes taken over 

(34):\-3, p. 272 : (35) '-4, p. 53 
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in place and the 99th Infciatry Division commi.tted on its left 

flank. Resistance remaicted strong along the Corps front, 

pa:rticular .. y in the ':'.IllTfatI0:2:fC area. (36) (See l!ap C) 

It was now evident that the e,1em:,1 was determined to resist 

dog6edly any attempt to reduce the pocket. Althou,:;h the Ruhr 

v,as now useless to Germany, the enemy ,1as aware of the large 

number of troops we had committed to its re,foction and meant 

to pin them down as lone as possible. Veanwhile, hoping for a 

miracle that was never to co::1e. (37) 

On 5 April, the newly as signed 97tn Infontry Divis ion, 

moved into position on the left flsn!< of 18 CC'.<FS :Cine. Two 

enemy counterattac:"s su;:?()rted by ar::1or were repulsed in the 

Cor!,s zone rh1 rins the day. 

Cn 6 'pril, 18 co;cs 3.tt~c!rnd ccross the SI::G end by 7 ,' pril, 

had ti1ree crossings over the river. 'ny attec,_pt to push north 

from ,c:r:,_:s-:r:•~N ¥las met with stiff resist{ccnce, the· Enemy employing 

the favora.b.1..c defensive terrain to ::iaxin11m advu.rri~age. (38) 

'By g j~~-.ril, Infantry elc:ments v,cre threatcnin.'-:. ' . .","'-.wD3:·;.cL 

and ,iCTOLPE on the Corps ri,,;ht flonk had bee:1 secured. Small 

gains v,ere :n&.de in tnc 2ISG,Jl area agilinst continued resict~nce. (39) 

On 9 AJ)ril, 18 CCXi."S adcbd the S-6th Infantry Division to its 

line-up, e,nploying it on its ri~~ht fl.4_nk. This ii3-Ve l~ CCI1.i'3 a 

total of 4 Infantry T1ivisions to e'n::lo:y t'.-;.ru se~.i-mo1Jntninous 

terrain bet·,c een the Sieg and '1uhr 'livers. C'utst 0·nd.int; gains 

1."iere made by the 8t-,h Ir1f·1ntry Jivision on t'.1:Cs ·~r.y, its rarid 

advance culmin;ctine: i::1 th,:, capture of OLFii;. 

On 10 April, ~T.2.'G3UHG, a German ~tron ;_~_10int, on the extret:1e 

left of t,1e Corrs, was cle,irerl by t:~e 97th Infant.ry Division. To 

a,.·:ct ,s:rmored ,mnch to the attack, the nevu_y Grrived lJt:1 \r:'lored 

(36) A-4, p. 53 (37) ~-4, p. 53; (38) j-4, p. 56; (39) A-4, ~.70; 
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Division passed thr:Ju:;h tae left of trie 97t;1 Infontry Division 

to capture l,OHMA;,c. clemaining ele::J.ents of the Cor)'s made 

substantial gdns against ':loderate resistance. ( 40) (See L'.ap C) 

3 COHPS improved its positions on the iine on 5 ;q.1rii, rnd 

repulsed counterattacks in the vicinity of ()Bfu,KI!{CIL;~. Combat 

Corrnnand 3 of the 7th Armored Division advanced to the vicinity 

of GT.FTSHicFT. (41) 

On 6 April, the attack pushed fon;,J"'.'d slowly but relent

lessly ,end small g; .ins were mrsde. 7he att,3ck continued through 

increasingly rugged terrnin on t~1e 7th, the enemy defendinr 

stubbornly in towns and on key terr,,in fectures. Cn S l,:cril, 

the 9th Infantry :Jivision adv,,nced r" c•idiy ".lone the south bank 

elements of the 9th ,', rny. Stiil resistance from the lJDth 

Panzer Lehr w,s enc8untered by the 7th ,\rc1ored Division, attac:.C

ing west from '.3LEDC:tF. (42) 

During 9 Apri.L, 3 COi."tFS made sJ.o-;N progress thr·ough the 

difficult terrain in its zone, su:.rroundin::· B.a;,C>IT and C.Learing 

FilEDENBURG. At this time, the 5t:1 Infantry Divhion had been 

added to the Corps stre,lc,th and was committed on its ric;;1t 

flank. (43) 

On 10 April, increasinr; progress was made. The 5th Infantry 

Division on the right, advancinP, t.o and crossing the ~"Jenne Hiver, 

while other units of the Corps adv;-mced from 3 to 5 miles. (41,) 

(See Hap C) 

During the period 2 to 4 April, 16 CC,'lFS had .mo.de steady bnt 

slow proeress in its drive to the south and east. '';ALT.rlOP was 

CA/lAL.S. ( 45) 

(40) A-4, p. 70; 
(l,4) 1•.-4, '"" 72: 

(4.i.) '•-4, p. 56 ; (42) A-1,, p. 70; (h3) .4-/+,p. 71 
:1i5) ,,-,-3, p. 275_; 
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In this area the enemy was stubborn.Ly defending ,,11 built 

up areas, requirinc; bitter house to house fi1;hting. Anti

aircraft guns once used to protect the Ruhr from air attack were 

employed extensive.1.y by the hard pressed Germans to supplement 

weaknessies in artil.1.ery fire. (See Iiap C) 

Meanvahile in the ,;one of 19 CORJ.S, the 83rd Infantry '.Jivision 

on l April re.1.ieved elements of the 2nd Armored Division assum-

ing responsibility for its zone. Thus enabling the 2nd /.rmored 

to continue its drive to the east at full strength. 

On 2 April, the 8th Armored '.livision passed throu1_ h the 

83rd Infantry Division, taking over a portion of its zone, 

attacking on the same day the division encountered bitter re

sistance on its drive to scr:ST. Principle opposition came from 

the 116 Pa.t1zer Division, which harl m,wed from the vicinity of 

R~CKLINGHi usmr at tempting to spearhead a brea.',through. ( 46) 

On 3 and 4 April, the attac'.c on SUf:ST was continued by t'.1e 

8th t_rmored, however only siiF,;ht gains were ma.de over the 

difficult terrain. The 95th Infantry Division on the ri;;ht 

of the 8th ,1 rmored Division had re.Li_eved the 83rd Infantry 

Division .. i1ich had turned to support the Corps attack to the 

east. The 95th Infantry Division met strong resistance at 

ra.i.1. center which the 9th Army pi,inned to use to support 

the drive to the EJ_J>F;. (47) (See ).'ap C) 

On 4 April, 9th ,'.rmy came under the control of 12th 1·,rcy 

3-roup thus bri:1fing all forces ent;E.ged in s,.;ueezing· the Ruhr 

pocket under centralized controL (4?) 

:C7th i:irborne D:ivision ·;ws tr·,,1sfcrre'.l to 16 ~CG?.S on 5 

April, to lend additional wei:_;:~t to its attAck to the south. 

(1,6) \-3, r,. 273 (1,7) '-3, " 271-; (4') '-3 , . 273 
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;oermitting thee 79tl1 Infantry Division to shorten its lines 

prep,,ratory to l;c,unching an att,:ck , cross ti1e '1HI?..,;-•1 Rlfo 

C.tJiAL. (49) 

On 6 April, the 75th Infant::-y Division advancer! to within 

two miles of DCRT:T·m against determined delaying action. In 

an attempt to strengthen 'lis forces op;:,osing the 75th Infantry 

:r::,ivision, the enemy ::1oved elements of the 2nd !"'· rach11te ~ivision 

from the ·outh bank of the RiITI%.-Hl_,'~''l:'" C_WAL to -" ;,o.sition 

opposite the 79th Infantry Division. 

Consee;uently, v;hen the 79th I~1f:· i1try T">1ivision l;:uncnerl 

its 3tt,0 ck ,across t'.ie Canal, o:i. 7 Aprii, rcsist·nce was light 

and a bridgehead c;uic·cly cstahlished. 

The 75t'.1 Infantry 'Jivision continue6 its attack and maved 

into the outskirts of D:;.1T:JcN:J, v.here 2. strong cauntero.tt;,.ck 

was beaten off by the combined efforts of Infantry, :,rtillery 

and Tacticai ,,ir. ( 50) (See l'ap C) 

By 6 t.pril, 19 CCrtFS had cleared SOEST v,ith converging 

attacks b., 
•' the 95th Infantry Division and -Sth Armored. HJJ[I,' 

had not yet fallen, however, the 95t~1 Infantry clivision had 

cleared two-thirds of the city in hccrd house to house figi1ting. ! 51) 

(See i'tap C. ) 

On 7 April, TA.SK ?CHC:t; T.AD'.lLi, was formed to pl,sce under 

one command forces af 19 CORPS o;:Eeratin,.: on the western portion 

of its increasingly distant fronts. Cn the sa,ne. day, HAD.' 

was cleared by the 95th Infantry Division Y<!1ere larr,e c us.n.t:'.

ties of enemy eouipment h,od been 2b&ndoncd by the retreating 

Germans. ( 52) 

Py evEning of S :•.rril, 16 CCc:"2 h<d "ll of its divisions 

(49) .".-6, l'• 60; 
(52) A-3, p. 276; 

(50) .-6, p. (Jl.; (5J..) '-3, ,. 275; 
(53) -J, p. 277: 
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Several counterr,tt,-c!,s here :Caunched by the enemy to beat 

back 16 CCRF--S e.dvEnceS, ho. ever, thev ·were sts.ved off by extensive 

use of c=i .. rtillE)ry' V1e Cot'ps f'irinr ~ tot,;J.. of 1-,cc,5 :·!lissi·.;n.s 

du-ring the d,~-y. u~ee ~-~[i !l C.) 

9th • rm?' s eff,:_n•tt, tc• r._ :\~ce t:1e -~1.1hr :oc 1-:et h:J.d pro:2;ressed 

s1Jff1cisntly now so th.:it ~11 o:;:Jerations co~i..Lr} he efficit.'::nt..Ly 

controJ...J...e,i by one C:o:r-::'s •. \ccorr.1i:1g:;_y, ::.in C:- '·pril_~ 19 C(i~~--S 

units un,jer T1,_~·-.: ".:"':· C • T • - i)0.,1.....:-:~ c,:ir.1s under control. or 16 cc.,3_;·::. 

ve: J..6 CC~U ~~ co:n:n::nd over 4 Infantry :r=-ivi~ions, .1 irb8rne 

On 9 J:.prii., J..6 CUrtFS cuntinuins its nttnc~-: round thc.t L1e 

to be cJ..e:..::::-ed u:;_. .. : or by-t:nssE:d. Cn ti·1i~ day, L'lc 7<Jth Ini':·:--it:::-y 

"Ji vision drove to the Ruhr li.iver sr.iitt=l:-1r: ..., • ·:-, ·1".~ forces north 

of the river into t•No r.'1.p:i_1_l~:- c~.:Jl.1.inishing ;.--·:Jc\u.::ts. -·rv./r' forces 

supported by c:.rtillE:T~', c-:mnter:-;tti-.1cke.r-1. in the 10,.iTI.~CiJ:) 3.rea, tut 

v<'ere driven bac;.< vdthou.t loss of grm1nd. ( 55) 

·.,.;s.S:E.;-J, fly·0e of the m,.-:-,1J"11oth rrupp Flant was cleared by the 

17th icirborne Div5.s:ion end the 79t:1 Inf:intry 'livision on lC 

A;:ril, ·.--.ith no opposition frrn11 enemy forces. (56) 

Vea.n.r:hile, T __ 1_E:_':{ F:~:K-·· • T _: D: ·L ... steadily drove to the west, 

cont"cting 1st '·.rr,y at ,·:,.•:2:r,,:m; on 8 rri.L. Ry 9 ' __ pril, its 05th 

:·~rmored Djvisi.0:1 harl_ cet'tured ~\r :~-il.L 171_eeting on.Ly stronL oints 

and roadb1.oc)cs in its adv _:.nee. _,fter severe f."irht::.n;~ on the J..(,ti"1, 

UNifa 1'.nd If-1:'..:'. were ;:.dded to the .List of Ge!r'J'.lan cities captured 

i3y 10 Apri.c 1945, it was evident trwt the .,-,uhr poc:ccet would 

soon be ei.i!"Hinnted. ~Jorth of tJ.1e I":.uf1r it had broken in tvw, the 

on..Ly remaining resistance beinr; in the no.c~T:~G:~·JD 2.re[:~. 

(54) 1,-7, p. 62; (55) 1'-7, p. 63; (56) '-3, p. 278 
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To the soutn, the .J.Gt ._r~1w had broken thru t.t1e cruot 

of resistc::nce 0:1 t:w &out.~1 1."i:S.~i. o.r tl1e j)oc'.,cc_ t 2..nc.. had bei~un 

the fina.L ;-Jhase of operations in its ~one. 

C)n 1-'- !.pril, l6 CO.{iS 35th, 79th Infantry Divisions and 

17th Airborne Division had re,_•chod the :luhr, the 17th .Urborne 

Division securing a small brid6erwad at ,1JLH,rnJ. The 75t;1 

Infantry Division maintaine~. pressure ap;2inst DO:'<T1-1.'1TJ with 

one ret:i.r:i.ent and sv:ung to the smJth to ta\:e '"JIT~EN on the Ruhr 

River. To the east of J(:~-tTL1.TND, ti1e ?5th Infrntry 1::livisi:in novJ 

within 3 miles of t:w city, uade contDct ·,•it;1 the 75th Info ·1try 

Division. 

&rn '"~ort:ion of the tovin on 12 •. :'T'il, 1.~:· j nst mines, artiller:,r, 

the 75th c.nd 95th Inf-·'1try ')ivisions ''"'ter Ecvcre fi •,ting 

ti1rougr1cut the cl:7i_y. 

Dil:'.3=.B ···,iG was occa,,ied by e~ements of the 17th ; irhorne 

Ji vision the ..1-Jtn of ~-'.pril, the city hsvinp~ heen evr cuated 

by the enemy. ( 59) 

The only resistance in the 9th Army zone remaininz; was a 

small pocket five miles square, . i1ich v,as cle 0 .red up by the 

79th Infantry Division on 14 .'-.pril. 

T.tS~{ F()3.CE 7· . .-1: .. DDW was dissolved on 13 _1\pril, ::i.nd the 

8th 1•rmored and 30th Info:1try Divisions reverted to ·,r•ny's 

9th • rmy hed comrleterl its mission of eliminc tin;c~ ;ill 

resist::-,nce in its :;ortion of t~1e ::tu11r 7'0c'_-::et. Prisoners t·::~cen 

(58) .t--6, p. 67; (59) 1 -6, -. 6'3; (60) A-3, ,. 230: 

22 



• 
during the last fm"I d;:;ys of o;-:,ere .. tions were curnra.rBtivel.y light, 

indicatins t,10.t the snemy had fa.L.Len a.cross the ;,uhr in a for.Lorn 

s.J..aught. 

The weight of t'.-1e cett~.c:<: ret,'.ined its "lomentum on 12 fpril, 

th_e cl 6th Infantry Division driving to 'L0TT 'I:2UilG, the, '1th C:n

fccntry Jivision to ···,,rr:i.:.WSr,N and tl1e 7-'lth Inf2ntr:y 'livision 

cppturine; THI . .ll. The .LJtc, .'crmored '.covicion on the Corps left, 

had picked up sr-eed 2.nd now had reacl1e,1 the vicinity of 

Cn lJ April, .l.S C(L"d-'S had ?l-:nost s;:lit the southern portion 

of the pocket in two. nlGEN, o:1ly l,,0G0 yards fro:'1 the 2uhr 2iver 

"as ta'rnn aft<er a drive of 16 ·1iJ.es by ti,e S6tn Infrntry :;ivision. ( 62) 

(See l.\ap D) 

l::ciits of the Corps at tnis tirr,e, made extensive use of 

1,sychological we.rf<1re. 1,ouds;c:-l<ers set up in front of to.ms 

demanded surrender, these efforts oet v.ith varied ~enti::m. --
U.01•,ever, for the Rost Jx,rt tney ·, ere high.Ly successful. Limited 

artillery support was received :·urin~:: this perio<l due to the r3pid 

adv: nces of tiie Infc,,,tr:'. 1.11 avc,ib,,ble tr2.ns;,ort, particnl~rly 

the artiLi.ery were pushed into service to aid in motorizing units 

of the Corps. The resist?nce ,;hich hnd been persistant alone 

the Corps front, now melted avcay. frisoners of w0 r 0 nd displaced 

persons streaming to the rear presented a serious tr•ffic 

(61) A.-1,, ;1. 72; (62) ;\-4, p. 72 
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problem. ( 63) 

','eanwhile in the 3 co2:0s zone gsins were limitesd due to the 

particularly rugged terrain and strong enemy resistance. Here 

gains measured in yards, were made against artillery, antitan'.c 

fire and dug in artillery. The 9th Infontry Division was r,inched 

out on 11 April by the action of the 7th Armored ,md 5th Infontry 

Divisions, and reverted to Corps reserve as required by LSt Army 

instructions. By 13 April, 3 COilFS forward elements had reached 

DEL.ING in the face of heavy artillery and anti-tank fire. ( 61,) 

(See Map D) 

18 CORPS 8th Infantry 'livision established conk.ct with 9th 

Army at WSTTF.rt on 14 /,pril, splitting the remaining Ruhr pocket 

in two. Good progress was also made by the Corps on the left, 
• 

here the 13t,1 Armore.: Division succeeded in driving to the 

vicinity of S0LINGEN. (See '!2p D) 

On 15 April progress continued, tt1e corridor betv,een the 

two pockets beinp; materic>lly widened by the 86th :ind 8th 

Infantry Divisions. These divisions driving to the '.tuhr along 

a fourteen mile front stretching from ',•,::TTER to BOEi.Ji. 

Eeanv.nile l8 CO,FS attackine; to the nortnwest to reduce 

the v.estern pocket, encountered only token resistcnce, and 

by nightfaLl had taken the towns of SOLING~.N and 7JUFPERT!.L. ( 65) 

By the close of tne 16ta of ~.pril, clements of the Corps 

had occupied M!TITI!.AN and were three miles east of DUSSELDORF. ( 66) 

G:,ee ',fop E) 

3 CORPS on l4 April, advanced to the Ruhr on its right 

flank against scattered strong points and cleared smal.c towns 

in its zone of ;sction, ( 67) (See !'ap E) 

(63) A-8, p. 216; (64) A-4, p. 72; (65) A-h, p. 74; 
(66) .~-4, p. 76; (67) le-I;, p. 74; 
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On 15 April, /,LTJ:NA was taken, here the remaining elements 

of l3oth Panzer Lehr surrendered as a unit. ISc:RLO'!N, the only 

remaining town of any size in the eastern poc·<et was captured 

after heavy fighting. On 16 J\pril, 3 COllrS had completed its 

mission, the only reme.ining job being the collection of 

prisoners and ecuipment. (See ""-P Tc) On the 17th of ! oril, the 

7th A.rmored ')ivision passed to V Corps control and the 99th 

Infe.ntry Division began clearinr; the Cor·,s zone cnroute to 

Third trmy. 

()n Hl April, 3 C'.lR'"'~ rle:,arted from 1st ! rmy 0:rea. The 

5th Infantry nivision n•sserl to ',rm;- control 0 n:l r,ssumed 

responsibility for ti1e ~or;1s ~one on 19 A~_,ril. 

Scattered resist•:nce Vias cleared u_p in 18 ,CORPS zone 

on 17 Apri.1., and Dt:SSEL00Rr' captured 1dti1 little opposition. 

Contact was made viith 9th /crmy south of DIUSEB.E.RG, .1.eaving 

only small isolated poc'.rnts remaining to be cleared. On 

18 April, all resists.nee in the Ruhr pocket ended. The 

86th Infantry 'livision and the 78th Infentr;y 'livision 

cleared the Corps area while U1e remaining divisions assumed 

control of assigned zones in the Corrs area. ( 68) (See 

Map E) 

· In only 18 days, the combined weight of the 1st ~nd 9th 

Armies had completely swallowed the <C'.'lci.rclerl German forces 

in the Ruhr. 

_t1NJ-,.,_,YSIS /.~·JD CRITICIS'f 

This operiltion, -iore than 2ny other in the hist:,ry of 

war fr re, brings out the c,aralyzing effect of a lw;~e scale 

double enve~o;;ment. This ty ~e of rn;_,.nuE:ver keeps the enerny 

at cross purroses throu::";i8ut the o;·eration. Cn tflt one h~nd, 

(63) A-4, r. 76 
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he must preserve, his forces to his front, : nd on the ot:1er 

constantly look to his rear and flanks. f,s a result he is 

constantly off balance, uhable to effectively counter the 

encircling arms. True, there have been other large enveiop

rnents, but none in c;hich whole 2rl'lies and a vite.i. industrial 

area v.ere completeiy surro,,nded at one ti:~e. 

General '::isenhower•s decision to !'lodify his origin3l 

pl:;.n for this o;er.·~tion v:as of far re2ching consecue11ces, and 

surely h;;stened the close of hostilities. This decision clear ~Y 

demonstr;;ted that ,-,l~'1S if t:1ey are to he effective, nust be 

flexible end siin.ple so t!Pt they _r:wy be sc1s:,ted to the current 

sitrn,tion. 

created 2. funnel thr~6'·1 .:hich 

Alliec! J rmies pourec:. in a never enc.1in:-: stream. V'ith its loss, 

all r,ossibilities of continued ~:erm2n resistm1ce vanis{1ed 

into thin air. 

J~rm:y Group 11 B11 c:Jf:'.L'nittec.i a serious error y;-hcn it 

elected to stcmd 2nd fic:ht on the ,0roun,, as developed by the 

encircle:r..ent. rore effective use could have been :n~;de of the 

trc.:rpeC. ·'"'er:ncin forces, hr..d E Ce.i.riying .---:ction been initi~1ted 

to shorten lines ~:nd thorou.::·hl~r or,;~2nize P fir.'11. defensive 

posHion. 

The i!"litial ;:iece-"'\ea:C ettempt, of rerm,rn forces to effect 

a breG.kti1rou-?:,h ~ .. ere v;astcfu.1. ~i.nd abortive. tJ>_d ~ co-

h.cve bee~, 1c,1ieved. ,, t this time, the walls of the ;0oc ,et 
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f,llied Air [<'orces ·,,ere hig!llly successful in isol.atin,; 

the bott.,_efield prior to the cncirc.Lement of t:1e Ruhr. Secause 

of its ~rno_sbins attac:~s tile "":-ermc-ns were uno.bie to effective:;..y 

re-eniorce its troops in the ~ui1r area. TI2.iJ..ways hcd been 

danaged to such a.n extent that it ;,.as impossible to conduct 

large scale troop movcr:ients, ·Lius 1.:•reventin_o; the encirc1-ed 

German forces to proper :i._y organize his troo})S i(1to c. co

ordinded defense. 

Litt.Le fan.Lt can be found :in the o .. erations of the 1st 

and 9th Armies durinc: this ;:eriod. In the short s>Ja.ce of 

three days they accom~1..1..ished their ir1iti2 . .i nission of effect

ing a link-up to encircle the Ruhr. Only 15 days later the 

pocket for P.ll ~,ractical purposes had been eJ.i::1!n,ited. 

The use of psychological warfare cr1n offer ,::i;reat assis

tance in U1c condt:ct of t:Jctice.1- o~:crations. :•uch time and 

undot:btec'ly =ny .cives r;ere saved by tile use of UJ.tL118.tums 

broadcast fro:~ the frunt lines. In ::1any cases tc1is resulted 

in Llunediate surrender, aJ.lowint; our troops to continue 

their drive uninterrupted. 

15th \.r,ny plnyed its p,,rt ,,,ell in ti1e encirc"-ement and 

reduction of the Ruhr. ·,'iltile its role was E second,iry one, 

it contributed greatly by Dolding German forces on the Rhine 

by the use of deception. 

Inadequate logistical support certciinly hastened the 

collapse of r;erman forces trapped within the pocket. ···hile 

there may have been I\lenty or supplies there was no vv;;_y of 

getting t 1em to the point where they v:ere needed. 

The decision to c-:)ntinue pushing the C',ermrins in the trapped 

area was .J sou ad one. This '.{ept the "'ermen forces constantly 

off balence, unable to concentr,,te reserves for a coorrlincted 

attempt 8t a br02:S:tnrough or to estabi.ish a coordinated defense. 
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LESSONS 

l, Tne double enve.copment when proper:..y executed is the 

most destructive and decisive of all military manuevers, 

2, Air pm,,er can effective:..y isolate the battlefieid and 

in fact, complete industrial areas. 

3, Plans nrust be flexible and simple, 

4, Deception can play a vital role in snrport of an 

operation. 

5. Psychologica ... warfare ,, hen properly timed p'l.ys 

dividends in lives and tir:ie, 

6. Adequate .1..odstical sui:,;:,ort is vita.L to continued 

success in battle, 

7. B_o_~d _and __ a,"._gressiye act:Lon. :L.s essential to success 

8, riece-meal use of reserves is wasteful ;,nd ineffective, 
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