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INTRODUCTION -

- The monograpn wnich foliows wils depict the operations
of the United States First and Hinth Armies conmﬁﬁgnt to the
envelopment of the Ruhr region of Germany snd the subseguent
elimination of the trapped Germaon forceé, during the period 28
March 1945 to 18 April 1945, (1)

The Ruhr, more an economic and industrisi unit than a geo-
graphic one, comprises =n area approximctely the size of Deia-
ware,

Its location is generally along both banks of the Raine
between TISEL and COLOGNL, extending eastward sbout thirty
five miles. Its importance is apparent wnen we consider, tast
tuwo~fifths of tne cozi znd coke and one third of thne steei pro=-
duced in continentzi Surope prior to 1939, came [rom this area.(2)

Here were the msjor portion of CGermsny's heavy industry.
Wilthout it the remainder of its indusiry was doomed to strangu-
__ (e pitstus A
iation for lack of raw meterials. Truiy it was toe arsenal of

the Third Reichn.

PLAN OF IHVELQPMENT

General Eisenhower's basic plan for the complete submis-
sion of Germany had three principle elements. First, the de-
struction of German forces west of the Rhinej secondly, to
secure bridgeheads across the Rhine; and lastly, & drive to £he
East and juncture with the Russians. (3)

(1) &=1, p. 7; (2) #-2, p. i8; (3) i1 p. 81.
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Upon geining bridgeheads across the Zinine, it was planned
to execute s double envelopment of the Ruhr.
Ls originaily conceived, this plan calied for the Zist

Army Group to make the main effort in the north, crossing the

Ehine in the vicinity of WESEL. \ v
. W
Sixth Army Group vwas to moke 2 secondary thrust from the kx
, -
vicinity of "AINZ, both frmy Groups to effect a juncture in }QQ\
’ fl\

the vicinity of KASSTL.. i2th Army CGroup in the center, was
to bolster hoth thne 2lst and éth Army Crouprs with sadditional
divisions snd maintain rressure to its front. This double
envelopment wouid deny to Germony the vitzi industrial mater-
ial which the Runr produced. (4) |

Tekin Siniiis, STTUATION

By 28 Merch 1945, phase tvwo of Génera¢ Lisenhower's plan
had been achieved, Victorious Allied Armies were firmly
established on the east bank of tihe Rhine River, In the zone
of the 12ti Army Groﬁp, the United States Winth Army and the
British Second Army hed extended their bridgehead to HALTHRN.(5)

Further south the United Stabes First wnd Third ‘rmies
under izZth Army Group had broken loosé from bridgehesds in the
vicinity of REMAGEN and OPFBHHIiH. By 27 Yarch, the First had
entered VAREURG and the Third had captured the city of
LAUTERBACH, (&) (7)

Sixtn frmy Croups Seventh frmy hed crossed in the vicinlty
of “CRiE, and by the 28th had made contact with elements of

the Third irmy. The French “irst !rmy under Sixth Army

Group was pushing eastward on a line approximately five milles

- A

: ’ S _
west of the Rhine River. (8) See Yep . (;/4@44¢x21'}yyﬁyéﬁ%ﬁﬂwﬁiikf)

(4) &=L, p. 935 (5) A=3 p. 20625 (&) &b, p, 75 (7) 5-5, p. 38
(8) ;:*_5) P 39:
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No description of the iliied situation, prior to the
encirciement of the Ruhr would be complete without a brief
piéture of the cevastation wrought in tnis area by tne combined
Alijed 2ir Forces., Commencing on 21 February 1945, a determined
effort was launched Lo destroy 18 raiiroad bridges vital to large
scale movements into and out of the Ruhr. By 24 Marca, the
objectives of this offencive were substsntizlly achieved, result-
ing in ten of the bridges beling destroyed, two seriousiyldamaged,
and two partilally demnged, thus reducing movement in this area
to a minimum. Concurrentiy hesvy raids were cirried out on
targets witnin the projected pocket, cutting communications
and infiricting serious damaze to its industrial capaﬁity.

The effect of this air bombardment on the morale of
the solidier and civilian within the Ruhr sureiy infiuvenced
subsequent ground operations, The once mignty Third Reica

was now tottering on the brink of destruction. (9)
\

QPERATION ORDERS PERTISZNT TCO Tilf ENCIRCLIATINT OF THY RUHR

The operations of the 12th Army Oroup during March caused
the Supreme Commander to modify his original plan, switching
the main effort from the north to the center. This decision
was based on the rapid drives wnich both 1st énd 3rd Armles had
made in their drive to the East. The enemy on both of these
Army fronts was disorganized, reeiing from trip-hammer blows
which had begun in March, In addition, it was hoped that this
move would draw enemy strength frem i2th Army COroup in the
north, where oniy modest pzins had been made. (10)

Lecordingiy, on 28 HMerch, SHALF directed 2ist Army Group

(9) A=1, p. 98; (40) 2=5, p. 4l;
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to drive to the east from its bridgeheed nérth of the Ruhr with
the objective of geining contsct on its right with L2th Army
Group in the PADEEROIN-XASSEL area., 12th Army Group was to
advance to‘the northeast to mske =2 junction with 2ist Lrmy

Group in the above mentioned area. 6tk frmy Croup was to advance
from its bridgeheads and protect the riont fiznk of L2th 2rmy |
Group in its drive to the nortaeast. {(1i)

At this time, the Gtn Army was hoiding the rignt fienk of
the 12th 2rmy Croup along the nortiern edge of the Runr, ist
Army on thne ieft fiank of the iZth Armmy Group had smasaed 325
miies east along tne soutinern portibn of the Ruhr.

Logicaily then, these Armles were given tné mission of
a link-up which wouid encirclie the Ruhr. 2lst Lrmy Group directed
9th Army to drive to the Fast, contacting ist Army in the FAD-
ERFCRY area. (i2) Concurrentiy, the i2th frmy firoup instructed
lst Army to attack to the northeast to contacf 9t irmy in the
FADERBCRY area, (13)

ORGANICATION OF UNITHD STATRS 18T AND 9TH AREINE 21 MARCH 1945

First Zrmy at this time was composed of tihree Corps made up
as follows:
7 CORPES
lst Infantry Division
1CL4th Infantry Division

78th Infentry Division

(1i) s=5, p. bi; (i2) 4=3, p. 2064; (i3} 4-5, p. 42




8t Infantry Division - Vest of the Rhine
86tn Infantry Division - West of the Rhine
3rd Armored Division

-

Lth Cavaziry Group

3 Coars

9th Infentry Division

$9th Infantry Division

7th Lrmored Division

1ith Cavaliry Sroup

5 CORFS |

2nd Infentry Division

69th Infentry Division

23tn Inrantry Division —“est of the Rhine

Sth 4ATmmored Division

102ad Cavalry Group

The 9th AZY at this time was composed of three Corps
as follows:
16 CORES
30ta Infantry Division
35th Infantry Divislon
T5th Iﬁfantry Division
79th Infantry Divisien
gth ﬂrmoréd Nivision
19 CORME - Test, of the Zhine
29th Infantry Division
83rd Infantry Division
znd Armored Division
13 CCRIS

g4th Infantry Ddvision
102nd Infantry Division
95th Infantry Division

5tn armored Division




1All Corps had ncrmal orgznic supporting units, and in
a&dition were strongly suppiemented with Cuartermester Truck
Companiss to lend mobility to thne snticipeted tarusts.

From tnis, it cesn be seen, that each of the Corps had one
Armored Division operating withr taree Infuntry Divicions. Tals
made each Corp, and in fsct, both Armiecs a2 huze Tanxk Infentry
team,

OTH LY ELid OF /TTACK

(iperations in tne Gth frmy sone were stili being conducted
in the iignht of orders prescribing the attack 2cross the Raine,
16 CORFS had assaulted the Thine snd was slowly expanding its
bridzehead, 19 CORRS detalled as a exploitation unit was
anxiously swaiting an onrortunity to cross the Rhine and begin
its role. 13 CCORIS defended the west bank of the Rhine,
waiting for 15ta Army to take over this mission.

Tt had not been possibie st this time to bring 19 COX'S
across the Rhine, principaslly due to two reasons. First, the
restricted area of the bridgenead and the resuiting large troop
concentrations. Secondiy, it wss feit that bridging across the
Rnine in the irmy zone at this time was inadecuate to suprort
such 2 mzjor troop movement =nd =zt the same time madintain
logistical support for ié CORFS,

The Army Comm~nder, however, felt that the British Second
Army to the north vould socon breakthroush to the east, giving
the 9th Army maneuver room siocng its northern houndry., There-
fore, on 27 March, he ordered 1¢ CORFE to begin buildin;.u?

troops east of the Rhine feelins that he must risk overtoxing
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THE ENEMY SITUATICN

Cerman forces on the western front were still trying

desperately to stem the Allied onslsught across the Rhine,
His defeats west of the Rhine, where whole divisions were lost,

had decimated his forces. As a conseguence, he was forced to

disperse his troops thiniy across the whoie of the western

front.
Crushing fllied air blows had almost completely disrupted

logistical support of front Line treops. This, courled witn the

succegsive defests wnich German irmies had suffered, infiicted
a severe blow to the morale of all but = minority of die-hards.(15)

fierman forces oprosing the 1lst 'nd 9th Armies at tais time,

were under the command of Army Group "B", which was composed of
Y P s

elements of the lst Farachute Army, Fifth Fanzer Army and the

Fifteenth Army. C©f the three, only the lst PFarachute Army

remazined an effective fighting team, the others having been

badiy mauled in operations west of the Rhine and in vain attempts

to retain the REWAGEN bridgehead., (16)
TOPOGRA PHY

9th Army at this time, faced two widely different types

of terrain. North of the Lippe River, the North German

piain was well suited for the employment of armor. DBetween

§Tthe Lippe and the Ruhr Rivers, however, lay a highly built
n up industrial area, interlaced with waterways and marshland,

all of which favored the defender.

<§% ~ To the socuth the First irmy was confronted with a condition

. ! v .
“xg fg%i%;;r to that of the Gth Army. Facing ist irmy in its drive
N

to PADFREORN lay flat open country with s fine roadnet. Between

‘the Ruhr and the Siesz Rivers however, the terrain was semi-

mountainous’, particulariy well suited for the defense.

(15) 4=1, p. 97; (L&) 4-9, p. =5, 26;
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in Generai Nontzomery's order of 28 ¥srch, provisions
were inciuded to give control of the ":ISEL bridees znd routes
tierefrom to the Nintn Army, 4diso this order moved tiie British
Second and Ninth Army boundry considersb.y to the north effective
320 March. This would provide space and necessavy bridsing f{or
the empioyment of 19 and 13 CCRPB. These provisions promised
to eliminate the previous stumbliing blocks of the Wintn Army.(i7)
Accordingly, on 28 ¥erch, Teneral Simpson directed thast
19 CORIY cross the river without delay, attack to the east, and
contact lst Army in the PADERBORN area. 13 CURPS was to pre-

pare to cross the Raine, attack and sieze MUNETI 16 CORFe

was to ciear its zone to the RIINE-HUZNL-DOTTMUND RIS CAMAL.(18)

OFERATIONS NINTH AR, 28 MAnCH TG 2 ATRIL

Operations of 16 CORTS on the 28th, consisted rrimarily in
sttacking to extend its bridgenead to tie east ~nd south,
Strong enermy Tresistznce was encountered in its zone particularly
from the 116 Fanmer Division, recentiy commnitted from the
HOLLAND-GLRVAN border, (19)

On 27 March, i9 CORFE acting on thé orai orders of the

Army Commander, commenced moving its units scross the Rhine.

By 28 ¥arch, Combat Command "A" of the 2nd Armored had assembled

nortii of the Lippe River and the remaining eiements of the
division had crossed tie Rhine, Remaining units of the Jorp:
ciosed to the west bank of the Rhine, 19 CORFE would soon
be ready to unieash its attack %o the eact, {(20)

During 29 March, 16 CURFI continued its efforts to
expand its bridgehesds ciearing ZL2DRECY 2nd DORSTEN, the
latter being =n important =ite for bridging the Lippe River,

(L7) A-3, p. 2643 (48) £=2, p. 265 (19) 2-3, p. 262
(20) 2-3, p. 267;
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Fatrolls of tue 7¢9th Division attempted to orobe the defenses
of DUISBURG but were repulsed by hesvy fire, (21)

Cn 3C March, the 79tia and 35th Infantry Divisions drove
south to the RHINh-[LLHNE CANAL. Littlie progress resu.ted from
efforts to drive to the east. {(22)

on 24 March, the 75th Infantry Division was committed
paséing through the 8th irmored Division for gains of 5 miles,
completing entirely i6 CORFS Rhine River bridgehead, (23)

On 1 April, the 8tn Armored Division passed to 19 CORFES
coantrol wnere better use misht be made of its mobility and
striking power. As an Armored unit, it had not enjoyed too
mueh succesé in the densly built up ares over which it had
REC¥LINGHAUSEN was taken by the 35th Infantry

been operatin

ca*

Nivision r~nly after heavy fighting and use of close artiilery
support, (24) (See ¥an B) .

Prisoners of war taiten in this town, disclosed that the
116 Pzngzer Division which had been particuliariy troubiesome
to tiie 35th Infantry Division, had withdrawn to tie east
during the nigiit. Remaining identified Zermesn units cppos-
ing tihe Corps, were the 180t and 150tn Voliusgrenadier
Division and the 2nd Farachute Division, (25)

The strong resistance encountered by 16 CORIS thus far
indiczted that the enemy was fearful of a thrust direct.iy
south into the Ruhr., In strengﬁhening his defenses aiong
this front, he hecessarily weakened those to the north, setting
the stage for 19 CORPFS drive to the east.

By 28 March, British Second irmy had smashed eest justify-
ing General Simpsons eariler estimates, hie to ﬁis feresight,
19 CORTS was now in a rosition to be mmediately employed in

(21) %=4, p. 267; (22) p=6, p. 543 (23) A-3, p. 267;
(24) A-6, p, 553 {(25) &-6, p. 573
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its role as sn gxploitftion force, On 29 March, it moved into
Sritisn 2nd Army zone and advanced reconnaissance elements
from HiLTIRN,(26)

on 30 Yaren, its 2nd Armored Division reinforced by two
Regimental Combat Teams of tiie 95th and 93rd Divisions, draove
eastward from the HALTERN area. Thne remzinder of the 23rd
Infantry Division assembled near HALTERN preparing to follow
the 2od Armored drive.

On 31 March, blown bridzes over the DORTMUND-IMS CANLL
hindered oniy sli-htliy the rrogress of the 2nd Armofed as it
drove to the east and a juncture with the lst Army. By
nizhtfall the Division had reached BECKUM LU miies east of
HAUTERN, Its flanks particularly the northern face 6f the
Ruhr, were protected by the zttached Regimental Combat
Teams. (See Yap B)

Cn 1 Aprii, Combat Command "B" swung to the soutn
contacting the 3rd Armored Division at LIPTSTADT. The
remainder of the &3rd Infantry Division was moving forward at
this time to reiieve the 2ni /rmored from its present position,
so that the momentwn of the armored zttaeck might be mzintained
to the east, (27) (See Han B)

~et us go bacik now to follow the operations of the lst
Army in its drive to the LIPPSTADT area,

LOT ARMY TLAN OF ATTACK

By 28 Marcih, the ist ‘rmy attacxing to eXpand the REMAGEN
bridghead, advanced to the line SINIEN-M:HBURG-GINSSEN, 7 CbRFS
was on the left, 3 CORFS in the center and 5 CORES on the right.
Resistancé‘enCOQntered during tne day was light, excepting on
the northern fiank. (28) (See Map B)

(26) &3, p. 267; (27) Ak, p. 495 (28) A<k, p. 47:
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Lt this time, General Hodre in accordznce with instructions
from higher headcuaters, directed that the weight of the attack
be turned to the north, with the objective of a iink-up with
the 9th Army in the PADERBORN area, Corns were to retrin
tneir reiative positions on the Army front., 3 CORPFS upon reach-
ing the ZDERSTAU-SEE, wouid be pinched out by 7 CO:PS and 5 CORFE
boundaries. This would enabie 3 CORD to be employed in the re-
duction of the eastern portion.of the projected pocket. (25)

During the drive for contact we will primarily be con-
cerned with the operatioﬁs of 7 CORFE in its advance to the
north.

QPERATTIONS 18T ALY 28 MARCH TO 10T AFRITL

On 29 ¥arch, the 3rd Armored Divisien spearhéading 7 CORPS
drive to the north throurn favorable tank country, had driven
39 miles to GIZRSHAGEN. At this time, fhe &th Infantry Division
had moved a2cross the Bhine znd was committed alomng tae Corps
left flank, The hizhiy motorized 104th Infr@ntry Division and
the lst Infantry Division followed the sdvancing Armor, pro-
tecting its flanks and keeping suprly routes open. (See Map B)

By-passed eneﬁy pockets coused considerable troublie during
the dny, hindering ilogistieal support and communications between
the forward und rear e.iements., However, this vas to be cleared
up shortiy by the zdvincing Infantry Divisions mopzing up in the
zone ol the suearnhezds. (30)

In the 3 CQRPS zone, the 9tn Armored Division advenced
8 miles to take KIRCHAIWN, Here neavy resistonce was en-
countered, the enemy employing bazookas, smallarms and mines.
5 CORPS from positions in 'WIZLBUXG advanced for 38 miies to
reach SCHYLINSBURG by nightfall,

The 3rd Armored on 30 March, continued its drive in 7 CCRFS

(29)i~4, p. 48 (30) A-h, p. 49




PADERBORH

by

zone advzncing to within 3 miles o , where resistance

5 A
ha

was encountered from £.5,Yestrhal comprosed of elements

from Cermany's Panzer training center, locsted north of PAD R~
BORN. This was the first coordinsted defense the 3rd Armored
had encountered since storting its drive from MixZURT on 29
V¥srch, (31)

The enemy =t tais time msde 2 tid to bres: out of the
rzpidiy foraming rocket in the vieinity of MEDEB&CH,» but was
repuised by the 104th Infentry Division, (32) {fee Yap Bj

On 2L March, iittie poin was made in the 7 CURDS zone,
cetion being confined primarily to mopping-up and tae strength-
ening of weak fianks.

By 31 March, 3 CURFS had reached the EURRSTAN-SHE, belng
pinched out ot the 7 and 5 CORFS boundry, In the 5 CORES
zone, the 9th Armored had mede contzet with units of the 7
CORIS =2t LROLSEY »nd its forward elements cuptured ARBERG,

Laster fﬁnday, i Apris 1545, ssw the cuimination of the
9th snd ist Armies drive to encircle‘the Tunr., Cn this day,
the 2nd irmored Covbet Commsnd B met Tast Force %zne of the
3rd Armored Division in LIFFSTDT ot 1400 hours. Task Force

Yane aad moved to the west from TADIRBIRN virtuslly unonnosed

to close the ring ol steedl,

Remaining elements of the 2nd /rmored ciesred TADBIMN,
vital ve 3 communication center for its further drive to the
east, fonin enemy attacks to bresx out of the pincers in
the vicinity i #12DiBACH were repulsed, 5 CURFS continued its
drive from HAKBULG to reach LISSEN, thickening tne encircling
arm. (32) (See Map B)

(31) £=%, p. 25; (32) &4=7, p. 307:
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Noring this period, the i5th ‘v cngsged in orerations
to simulate a crossing of the Zhine, This threat forced the
. eénemy to empioy larze forces corely needed elsewhere for the

defense of tne Rhine. (33)

RESULT CF GiZRATIONS 28 MARCH-1 ATRii

In this period, the isolation of tie Ruhr had been completed,
German forces had elected to fight for the ground they held,
regardless of the conseguences, resulting in their compiete
éncirclement,

Although the German High Command must have been aware of
the peril which the ever closing pincers presented, no co-
ordinated attempt was made to effect a withdrawal of the bulk
of his forces. In this pocket the lst and 9th Armies had
trapped the major portion pf Army Croup B consisting of
i7 Divisions, approximately 1/3 of the fGerman troops on the
western front, Prisoners of War poured into ‘rmy caces in
ever-increasing number, presenting = serious probiem in traffie
control, The enemy now wes showing sizns of complete dis—
intezration, his organization, communications, =nd morzle
héd been shattered. Ahead iay the tremendous task of clearing

4hE§AEigantic pocket,

FLANS TOR THY REDUCTION OF THE RUHR POCKST

At this point both lst and 9th Armies were faced with two
major problems. First to continue the drive to the east, expioit-
ing the large gap created by the encirclement of Army Group B,
Secondly, to reduce the pocket, which remained a threat to the
flanks of both Armies as long as it existed, By attacking this
pocket immediately, it would be possibie to keep the trapped -
Army Group B constantiy off balance, unable to regrovp for a co-
ordinated thrust to break the wall of the pocket.

15




4 plan for eliminating this threat was formuiated by Lst
and 9th Armies, on 2 Acrii, pracing the Army bounﬂgg along
the Ruhr River. This gave the 9th Army the densly built up area
north of the river and the lst Army the rugged hilly terrain to
the south, The 9th Army employing 16 CORFE from present positions
and 19 CORPS from the FADERBTRY area was to attack to the scuth
and southwest. The lst irmy planned to use 18 CORPS (Airborne)
from the southern flank of the pocket in an attact to the north
and the 3 CORDPS on the southern shoulder attrcking to the nortin-
west. The remaining Corps of both lst and 9th Armies were to
prepare to continue the drive to the east. {34)

OPFRATIONS OF LST AxiY-2 AURIL TG 16 APRIL

18 comrrs (Airborne) became onrerationsl in the lst ‘rmy's
zone, 2 Lprii 45, assuming control of the 78th and 8th Infantry
Divisions in place and 2 sector on the Army ieft flank. (See
Yap C)

Tts 8th Infantry Division in pusaing intoc SIEGEN, encountered
strong enemy ovposition, staving off a2 tota.r of Sii counter-
attacks, Further north the enemy was particulariy censitive,
resisting fiercly ali attempts by the 7 CORFS to advance to the
west, particulariy in the "INTERBER® area, where lFanzer Lehr,

3 Panzer Crenadier Division and l?éfh Infantry Division de-
fonded stubbornly. However, WINTERBERG was taken nfter =n
all day fight. (35) (See Map C)

Cn 3 April, 18 CORPS 2th Infentry Division ciesred AIEGEN,
and retained its position in the face of & determined counter-
attacks launcned by the enemy on L A»rii, 3 CORES relleved 7
CORFS From its reswonsibility for the eastern poftion of the
pocket on 4 April. The Gth Division of 7 CURFS wes taken over

(34)4=1, p. 272 1 (35) A=l, pi 53
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in place and the 99th Infantry Division committed on its left
filank. Resistance remained strong along the Corps front,
particulariy in the WINTERBER" area. (36) (See Yap C)

It was now evident that the enemy was determined to resist
doggedly any attempt to reduce the pocket. Althougn the Runr
was now useiess to Germany, the enemy was aware of the large
number of troops we had committed to its reduction and meant
to pin them down as long as possible. Yeanwhile, hoping for a
miracle that was never to come, (37)

On 5 April, the newly assigned 97th Infantry Division,
moved into position on the left flank of 13 CORES line, Two
enemy counterattaciks supported by armor were repuised in the
Corms zone during the day.

On 6 toril, 1% CORTS sttocked =cross the SIEG and by 7 fpril,
had tiree crossings over the river. fny attempﬁ to push north
from SINOFN was met with stiff resistznce, the enemy employing
the favorsbic defensive terrain to moximum advantage. (38)

By 8 Lyril, Infantry eiements were thfeatcning TALUBROL
and [HCTOLYE on the Corps richt fisnk had been secured., Small
gains were made in the SIEGUN area against continued resistance.(39)

On ¢ april, 18 CCArS addsd the 96th Infantry Nivision to its
line-up, employing it on its right flank. This ggve'l$ CCHID a
totel of 4 Infantry Nivisions to enmploy thru semi-mountainous
terrain between the Sieg and Ruhr nivers, Cutstrnding gains
were made by the 2th Infantry Division on this ey, its rapid
advance cuiminating in the capture of CLPH,

On 10 hpril, SIEGEURG, a German stronzpoint, eon the extreme
left of the Corps, was cieared by the §7tn Infantry Division, To

add armored nunch to the attack, the newiy srrived L3tn Lrmored

(36) 2=, p. 53 (27) &=k, p. 53; (38) i-i, p. 563 (39) A-k, ».70;
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Division passed throuch tae left Of tne 97t Infsntry Division
to capture LOHMAR, Remalning elements of the Corps made
substantial gains against moderate resistance., (40) (ZSee llap C)

3 CORPS improved its positions on the iine on 5 Aprii, znd
repulsed counterattacks in the vicinity of CRELAKIRCHIN. Combat
Command 3 of the 7th Armored Nivision advanced to the vicinity
of GRLFTSHATT. (41)

Cn 6 April, the attack pushed forward slowiy but relent-
lessiy and small grins were made. The attack coatinued through
increasingly rugged terrain on the 7th, the enemy defending
stubbornly in towns and on key terrsin festures. (n 2 April,
the 9th Infantry Division advanced‘raﬁidly slong the south bank
of the Ruhr to M:OCHEDE, where contact was established with
elements of the Gth ‘rmy. Still resistazce from the 130th
Panzer Lehr wns enccuntered by the 7th frmored Division, attaci-
ing west from JLIEDCRF. (42) |

During 9 Aprii, 3 CORFS made siow progress througn the
difficuit terrain in its zone, surrcundins BRACHT and ciearing
FREDENBURG. At tals time, the 5th Jafaatry Division had been
added to-the Corps strensth and was committed on its right
flank. (43)

On 10 April, increasing progress was made, The 5th Infantry
Division on the right, advancing to and crossing the Wenne River,
while other units of the Corps advunced from 3 to 5 miles. (AA)
(See Map C)

OFERATIONS (TUX 9TH ARY) 2 ArFRIL TC LO 4 PRIL

During the period 2 to 4 Aprii, 16 CCRFS had made steady but
slow progress in its drive io the south and east. WALTROT was
cieared and creossings secured across the RHIIM=HIDNI-DORTHUND-S

CANLLS. (45)

(40) A=h, p. 7035 (B1) hky, Do 56 3 (42) A-h, D. 705 (43) k=h,p. 71

(bh) f=hy 2o 720 [45) 823, p. 275




In this area the enemy was stubbornly defending zll built
up areas, requiring bitter house to house fighting. Anti-
aircraft guns once uséd to protect the Ruhr from sir attack were
employed extensively by the hard pressed Germans to supplement
weaknessés in artillery fire. (See Vap C)

Meanwhile in the zone of 19 COrFS, the 83rd Infantry Division
on 1 April reiieved elements of tne 2nd Armored Divisjon assum—
ing responsibil%ty for its zone. Thus enabling the 2nd Armored_
to continue its drive to the east at full strength.

On 2 April, the 8th Armored Division passed throu:h the
83rd Infantry Division, taking over a portion of its zcne,
attacking on the szme day the division encountered bitter re-
sistance on its drive to S07ST. Priﬁciple opposition came from
the 1ié Panzer Division, which had moved from the vicinity of
RECKLINGHAUSEN attempting to spearhead a breakthrough. (456)

On 3 and L April, the attack on SC:ET was continued by tae
gth trmored, however only siight gains were made over the
difficult terrain. The §5th Infantry Division on the righﬁ
of the 8th 4rmored NDivision had relieved the 23rd Infantry
Division which had turned to support the Corps attack to the
east. The 95th Infantry Division met strong resistance at
HaTT, raili center which the 9tn Army pisnned to use to support
the drive to the FiPR. (47) (See Yap C)

On-h April, 9th Army came under the control of 1i2th Army
aroup thus bringing all forces engaged in scueezing the Runr
pocket under centralized controi. (42)

17th firborne Nivision was trensferred to 16 CORETS on 5
April, to lend additional weigat to its attack to the south.

This "ivision was committed on the west Ilsnk ol the Corps,

(L6) A-3, p. 273 (B7) "=3, v 27k (&) 2-3 0. 273
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rermitting the 79th Infantry Division to sherten its lines
preparatory to lsunching an attock ceross the REINE-M RNE
Ciral. (49)

Cn 6 April, the 75th Infent»y Division advanced to within
two miles of DORTITHD against determined delaying action., In
an attempt to strengthen his [orces opposing the 75th Infantry
Tivision, the enemy moved elements of the 2nd Trachute Nivision
from the :-outh bank of the REINV-HINNE CANAL to n position
opposite the 79th Infantry Division.

Consecuently, when the 75th Infentry Division lzuncaed
its sttock across the €anal, on 7 Aprii, resistonce was light
and a bridgehesd guicicly established,

The 75tn Infantry.Division continuec its attack and moved
into the outskirts of DUATIUND, where =z strong counterattack
was beaten off by the combined efforts of Infantry, Srtillery
and Tactical tir. (50} (See Yfap C)

By 6 rpril, 19 CCRES had cleared SCHEST with converging
attacks by the 95th Infantry Division and 2th Armored. HAMK
had not yet fallen, however, the 95tn Infantry Division had
cleared two-thirds of the city in hard house to house fizating.(5i}
{See Vap C. )

On 7 April, TASK FUORCE TUADDLE was formed to plzce under
one command forces of 19 CCRTS orerating on the western portion
of its inecreasingiy distant fromts., On tﬁe same day, HAIR!
was cleared by the 95th Infantry Division where large cuanti-
ties of enemy ecuirment had been zbandoned by the retreating
Germans. (52)

Py evening of % fireil, 16 CCTIS hed £l of its divisions
scross the RA{TWI-TANI CiMul ~nd was steadily rushins south.(§3)

(L9} 2=6, p. 605 (50) L=6, p. 01y (5i) -3, ©. 275;
(52) 4-3, p. 276; (53) /=3, p. 277:
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Several countersttsclts were ilsunched by the enemy to beat
back 16 CCRFS ndvsnces, hﬁ?ever, thev were staved off by extensive
use of artillery, the Corps firing = total of 1,005 missiuns
during the dry. (See ¥an 0.)

Sth "rmy's efforts to roduce the 2uhr cocket had proeressed
sufficisntly now so that ~ll operations couisd be elficlentiy
contreised by one Jorns, lccordingiy, on @ ipril, 19 COoS

units wnder Ti0T 0 TUABLLE came under controi ol 16 UMRIZ,

Thic suve 16 CLRIE commend over /4 Infantry Divisions, 1 lirborne

-

Division and 1 srmored Division. ({54)
(n § Lpril, 1o CURFS continuing its attack found thet the

enemy nad witadrawn te the souti:, lesving only strongroints

to be cleared up or by-passed. On this day, the 79th Infratry

Jivision drove to the Ruhr River sipiitiins Tsruin forces north

of the river inteo two rapidly diminishing pockets, “nenr forces

supperted by srtiliery, counberstts in the DOLTUTHD ares, but

were driven bacik withouvt loss of zround. (55)

wS5EN, nhome of the memmoth Krupp Flant was cleared by the

17th xirborne Division and the 7%ta Infrntry Division on 1C

Lpril, with no opposition from esnemy forces, (56)

+

Veanwhije, TASX PORCH To:DRLL steadily drove to the west,

4

JALEDE on 8 sprii, By 9 ipril, its 8th

contzcting let ‘rmy at M

Armored Dvisien had ceartured Wirl meeting onuy strongoolnte
and roadb.iocis In its advonce,  »fter severs fignting on the 1{tio,
UNNA end XAIZT were ndded to the iist of Gemman cities captured
by TaSX FiuCE TWADDLE, (57)  (See tiap C)

8y i0 hprili 1%45, it wes evident that the Zuhr pocket would
soon be e.iminated, North of the Hunr it had broken in two, the
oy remeining resistance being in the DORTMIED crea,
(54) 8-7, p. 62; (55} &=7, p. 63; (56) =3, p. 278 (57} &-3,p.2B
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To the soutn, the ist .rmy had broken thru the crust

of resistence on the south wsll of the pocket znd hed bezun

the finai phase of operations in its zone.

&

CremaTIVGE 9TH A Gi TU L)L Alnis

On L1i Zpril, 16 CORPS 35th, 79th Infantry Divisions and
17th Airborne Division had resched the Ruhr, the 17th Airborne
Divisicn securing a small bridgenead at IULHZIIM. The 75th
Infantry Division maintained pressure against DORTIND with
one regiment and svwung to the south to take WITTEN on the Runhr
River. To the east of TUATIUND, the 95th Infentry Divieion now
within 3 miles of the city, made conbtact with the 75th Inf:atry
Divi%ion.

The ¢5ta Infontry Tivision enterad the northern ond cest-
ern nortion of the town on 12 ‘nril, szrinst mines, artillery,
mortars snd o heavy volume of smsll zrms fire Irom determined
enemy forces, (57)

Cn 13 Aprdii, DORTITMD feurl to the combined efforts of
the 75th ond 95th Infontry Divisions after severe fi:nting
tirougneut the day.

DIUSTHZAG was occupied by elements of the 17th iirhorne
Division the i3tn of :pril, the ciiy hsving been evacuated
by the enemy. (59)

The only resistance In the Oth Army zone remaining was a
smali pocket five miles square, vhich vas cleared up by the
79th Infantry Division on 14 Lpril.

TASK FORCE TYADDLL was dissolved on 13 fLpril, and the
8th ‘rmored and 30th Infantry Divisions reverted to “iay's
13 CCARFS respectiveir, on 14 April. (4C) (See Yrn D)

Oth “rmy had compieted its miesion of elimin ting all

resistznee in its -ortion of the Zuar roctet, Prisoners taken

(58) 1-6, p. 673 (59) =6, =, 62; (60) a=3, p. 28C:
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during the isst few doys of opersztions were comparstiveiy light,
indicating that the enemy had falien zcross the whr in a foriorn
attempt to escape capture, Thnose captured by 16 CORIS were an
ill-assorted lot, being pooriy equipped and hastily organized, 16
COfFS now velibted on the Ruhr Hiver for tihe advancing troops of the
lst "rayts 12 and 3 CORDS,

CraRaTIons BT kY 11 T L7 AEGI.

Major advances uere mede in 12 CORIS zoae on 1i Aprid,
ATTENTON, WILROFE and DROBLIDEIICHE failing to the Corps on-
siaught,

The weight of the zttoek retained its momentum on 12 /prii,
the 86th Infantry Division drivinz to FuoTT HEURG, the 2th In-
fantry Division to "RINNEEUSFN and the 72th Infantry Tivision
capturing THIR. The 12ta srmored Divisicn on the Corps left,
ha¢ picked up éreed znd now had reached the vicinity of

BURSCEETY. (64)
Cn 13 aprii, i3 COaPS had =lmost split-the socuthern portion

of the pocket in two, HpGLN, only 4,000 yards from the Ruhr River

was taken after a drive of 16 uiles by tihe 26tn Infantry Division.(62)

(See Yap D)

Units of the Corps at this time, made extensive use of
péycholcgicai warfare. Louds peokers set up In front of towns
demanded surrender, these efforts met with varied TEEEEOH-
However, for the most part tihey vers highly successful. Limited
artillery support was received Juring this period due to the rapid
advrnces of tao IanQtr* £11 avaibsble transport, particularily
the artiliery were pushed into service to aid in motorizing units
of the Corps. The resisteonce which had been persistant along
the Corps front, now melted sway. Triscners of wrr »nd displaced

persons streaming to the rear presented a serious tr=ffic

(61) A=k, p. 725 (62) A-B, p.

23




problem. (63)

Mearwnile in the 3 CORTS zone gzins were limited due to the
particularly rugged terrain and strong enemy resistance. Here
gains measured in yards, were made against artiliery, antitan<
fire and dug in artillery. The 9th Infantry Division was rinched
out oa 1l April by the action of the 7th Armored and 5th Infantry
Divisions, and reverted to Corps reserve as regulred by ist Army
instructions. By 13 Aprii, 3 CCRFS forward elements héd reached
DEILING in the face of heavy artillery and anti-tank fire.(64)

(See Yap D)

18 CORPS 8th Infantry Division estabiished contact with Sti
Army at WETTER on 1h April, splitting the remaining Ruhr pocket
in two. Good progress was also made by Phe Corps on the left,
here the 13tn Armored Division succeeded in driving to the
vicinity of SOLINCEN. (See Map D)

Cn 15 April progress continued, tne corridor between the
two pockets being materizlly widened by the 86th ~nd &ta
Infantry Divisions. These divisicns driving to the Ruhr along
s fourtesa mile front stretching from -TTER to BOELF.

Heanwnile 13 COR?S attzcking to the nortnwest to reduce
the western pocket, encountered only token resistsnce, and
by nightfail had taken tihe towns of SOLINGIN and WUFPERTAL.(65)

Ey the close of the ibtn of April, eiements of the Corps
had occupied METTMAN and were three miles east of DUSSELDURF.(56)
(see Yap B}

3 CCRES on 14 April, advanced to the Ruhr on its rigat
flank against scattered strong points and cleared small towns
in its zone of zction. (67) (See Map E)

(63) A_83 p. 2'1-6; (614-) ‘P‘_‘é*: De 72; (65) A—"'!i, P. 71-1-;
(66) AL, p. 765 (67) =L, p. Th; '
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- On 15 April, ALTENA waé taken, here the remailning elements
of 130th Panzer Lehr surrendered as & unit. ISERLOHN, the onliy
remaining town of any size in the eastern poc<cet was captured
after heavy fighting. On 16 April, 3 CORIS had completed its
mission, the only remaining job being the collection of
prisoners and ecuipment. (See ap &) (On the 17th of April, the
7th Armored Division passed to V Corps control and the 9%th
Infantry Division begen clearing the Corns zone enroute to
Third frmy.

On 18 April, 3 CORPE departed from lst 4rmy area, The
5th Infantry Nivieicon p:ésed to rymy control ~nd assumed
responsibiiity for the Corvs zone on 1% Arrii,

Scattered resistsnce was cleared up in lBZCORPsrzone
on 17 hpri., and DUSSELDORF captured with littlie opposition,
Contact was made with 9th irmy south of DIUSEBLRG, teaving
only small isolated pockets remaining to be cleared. On
18 ipril, all resistance in the Ruhr pocket ended. The
86th Infantry Division and the 78th Infentry Division
cleared the Corps area while the remaining divisions assumed
control of assizned zones in the Corps area, (63} (See

In only 18 days, the combined weight of the lst snd 9th
Armies had completely swallowed the cncircled German lorces
in the ~uhr,

AMELYSTS AND CRITICISM

This operation, more than zny other in the history of
warfere, brings out the nsralyzing effect of a large scale
double enve.opment., This tyre of menuever keeps the enemy
at cross purposes throusaout the oreration, {n the one hznd,
(68) h=k, p. 76
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he must preserve his forces to his front, «nd on the otler
constantly look to his rear and flanks. hAs a result he is
constantiy off balance, uhable to effectively counter the
encireling arms., True, there have been other large enveiop-
ments, but nonein which whole =zrmies and = vitali industrial
area were completely surrounded at one time.

General Tisenhower's decision to modify his original
pian for this operstion was of far reaching consecuences, and
surely hastened the close of hostilities. This decision clesr.iy
demonstrated that vlans if they zre tc be effective, rust be
flexible =nd sinple so thet they moy be zdanted to the currcnt
situation, _

R

The ioss of srmy Croun "Bf created z funnel threhgh which
ililed irmies poured in a never ending stream. Vith its loss,
all possibilities of contiaued Zermon resistance vanisined
into thin air.

Lrmy Group "B" comaitted z serious erreor when it
elected to stand =nd fizht on the ground as developed by the

r

encirciement. Yore eflfective use could have been mnde of the

tropned terman forces, hzd z delaying nction beeén initiated
to shorten lines and thoroushly orzenize = firm defensive
position.

The initial plece-meal attempts of Cerman forces to effect
a breakthrousn were wasteful snd abortive; Hud = co-
crdinsted attempt at a breakthrough heen mzde in the esr.y
stroes of the envelorment 14 dis ossible thet success mignt
have been achieved, 't tals time, the walis of the pocet
on the esst vere thinly heid -=nd onlﬁ hestily crganized, 1 co-

ordinated sttack at this noint mizht heve ruptured the encir-
- gl Fi
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Aiiled gir Forces were highly successful in isoiating
the battiefield prior to the encirclement of tile Ruhr, 3Zeczuse
of its emashing attacks the Termins were unsbie to eifectively
re-eniorce its troops in the Runr arca. Raiiways hed been
danaged to such an extent that it was impossible to conduct
large scale troop movements, thus upreventing the encircled
German forces to proper.y orzanize his troows iato 2 co-
ordinsted defense.

Littie fsuit con be found in the cyerations of the lst
and Gth irmies during this reriod. In the short snace of
three days they accompiished their initisl missionrof eifect-
ing a link-up to encircle the Ruhr., Only 15 days later the
pocket for all practical nurposed had been eriminated.

The use of psychological warfare can offér great assls-
tance in the conduct of tsctics. operations. M"uch time and
uadovbtedly many iives were caved by the use of uitimatums
broadeast {rom the ernt lines, in many cases tals resulted
in immediate surrender, ailowing our troops to continue
their drive uninterrupted.

15th Aruy played its part well in the encirciement and
reduction of the Ruhr. ¥Wihile its role was & secondary one,
it contributed greatiy by holding German forces on the Rhine
by the use of deception.

Tnadequate logistical support certainiy hastened the
collapse of fGerman forces trapped within the cocket. Thile
there may have been plenty of supplies there was no way of
getting them to the point where they were needed.

The decision to continue pushing the Termans in the trapped
area was = sound one. Tnis kept the “erman forces constantly
off balznce, unable to concentrite reserves for a coordinzted

attempt at a bresttnrough or to estabiish a coordinated defense,
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Lioo0ONS

1, Tne double enveiopment when proper.y executed is the
most destructive and decisive of all military manuevers,

2. Air power can effective.y isolate the battlefieid and
in fact, complete industrial areas.

3. Plans must be flexible and simple.

L D;;é;tioﬁ can piay a vital fﬁle in svpport of an
operation, |

5. M?;xchologica; warfare vhen properly timed pays
dividends in lives and time.

6. Adequate iovistical support is vitsi to continued
success in battle,

7. ggégwagdhgggressiyg action is essential to success
in bettle.

£, Fiece-meal use of reserves is wasteful 2nd ineffective.
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