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BLITZKREIG IN POLAND
SEPTEMBER, 1939

INTRODUGTION

This monograph covers the German Blitzkreig in Pelend from 1 - 28
September, 1939, In effecting this c¢overage the operations of the Four-
teenth, Tenth, Eighth, Fourth, and Third German Armies are developed.

As a means of orientetion, it is {elt that the international politieal
picture that led to this campaign‘ﬁé‘gélineated; also no synopsis would be
torrect if some mention were mot mede of Hitler's moves.

When Hitler withdrew from the League of Nations in Ootober 1233, he
launched himself on a rearming and land extortion program short of war., (1)
In following thig program Hitler would demand & certain part of s eountrxf
Then after some of the big powers of Eurcpe strived to mediate the dispute,
Hitler would supposedly submit his claim to negotiatioqﬁ but would elways
terminate all efforts for mediation by refusing to accept any offer. (1)

Hitler's teotics netted Germany the Saar Basin in Jamuary 1935, (2)-
In Merch 1936, German troops mard ed into the Rhineland to continue Germany's
expansion program. (3) Not comtent with the additioms to his growing em~
pire, Hitler now felt it necessary to annex Austria on March of 1938. (&)
Driven ferth by the success of his extortiomary tactics, the ﬁazis started
high-pressuring Czechoslovakia for the Sudentenland. (5) This brought
about the sppeasement move at Munich, wherein Germany again gained her oﬁ-
jective--Sudemtenland. (6) By now Hitler was more convinesd than ever
that the rest'of Europe was not ready nor willing for war, so the—Gefm&n._;L
effected the absorption of the remainder of Czechoslovakia. (7) This
marked the end of Hitler's tectiss.which wére-shortkof WAT .

Hitler now had reached the end of his bully and bloodless strong-arm
tactics; moreover, he knew that France and Britain were allying themselves

g .
with anti-Nagi countries in Burope to resist his growth of power. (7)

Iy

(1) ¢, p. 123 (2) ©, p. 14; (3),(4) ¢, p. 265 (5) ¢, p. 323 (6) C, p. 34
(7) ¢, p. 37, :
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It was at this time that Hitler's diatribea were directed against

Poland's supposed mistreatment of Germens in Poland. (8) Storm troopers
were meanwhile being sent into Danzig ms tourists. (9) Fimally to cul-

minate his desires to scquire Dangig and the Polish Corridor, Hitler de-

manded that the above mentioned areas be given to Germany. (10)

These demands were only issued as a pretext to attack Polanq)for ne
time was given‘to Poland to negotiate with Germany insommch as th.Ribbeﬁg;op
presented a' sixteen-point documemt to Polish smbassador at midnight emn 30
August, 1939 making the aforementioned demands. To further obviate any
possible action by Polend on this document, the Polish ambassador was left
incommunicado. (11)

The scene was set for the invasion of Poland because by now & non-
aggregsgion pact had been completed with Russia.aﬁd;équally 1nportant,.Germany

hed her invasion force concentrated to jump off on 1 September 1939. (12)

TEE GENERAL SITUATION

World War I had obscured to most military minds the feasibility of the
offensive'and mansuver in Eur0pe. Most military men choge the defensive
over the offenaive and sccordingly these conviotions parvaded most nation's
doctrinﬁ of buildlngﬁextensive fortifieations. On the other hand the Germans
did net agree with the’defensive concepts of the worlds CIausewitz still had
& place in the German doctrine:

"If the defensive is the stronger form of conducting war,

but hes & negative objeot, it follows of itself that we must

onlﬁ make use of 1t so long as our weakness compels us to de so,

and we mast give up that form as soon as we feel_strong enough to

aim at a positive object,.... A war in which viotories are merely

used to ward off blowa, and where there is no attempt to return

the“blow would bs... absurd,

t
I Let us not hear of gemerals who would conguer without blood-

(8) €, p. 42; (9) C, p. 38; (10) C, p. 403 (11) C, p. 433 (22) ¢, p. 40.




shed. If a bloedy slaughter is a horrible sight, then that
is ground for payiﬁg more respecet to war, but not for making
the aword ie wear blunter and blunter by degrees..., until
someone gteps in with & sword that is sharp and lops off the
arm of our body." (13)

Plane and tank development was not the reason for Germany's superiority
but;}nsfééd}it was the Allied defensive strategic doctrine. (14)

Thoﬁgh Poland had the fifth largest army in Europe, it fell vietim to
Germany's onslaught."(lsj ‘This Peat waé probably the most important for it ?
proved the‘éermané-cerrectness ofﬁﬁilitary ddctrine and the correctness of
her reorganization aﬁd choié;io; weapons, (16)

The'vertiginbﬁs swiftness of Germans conguest came as a blow to the
worlq,for in eight deys the Polish Army was in a demoralized retreat.

-~ Military history is without an equal in}éﬁnihilatioh of one million men in
the short time of one month.
Prior to the German jump-off, Germeny had concentrated thirty-five (55)
"V horse-transport infantry divisions, three (3) mountain divisions, four (&)
motorized divisions, five (5) heavy mechanized (pangzer) divisions, and
, i.;ﬁhfour (4) 1light mechanized divisions. 1In all the Germans had six thousand
‘., iuxﬁ tanks of which three-fourths were organized iﬁ?ﬁechanized divigions, the
‘l balence forming GHQ tank regimenmts, (17)
Through civil and military training the Germen Air Force had one hundred
thousand pilots, These pllots plus seven thousand first line planes were Lﬂ;é
formed into four air fleets. (18) ' P WuffV(ﬁ& ’
EU. On the other hand Poland had only thirty infantry divisions, twelve
gﬁm independent cavalry brigades, plus attacﬁhd army, corps, and gpecial troops. (1®)
The Polish Air Force had only nine hundred first line planes plus six
hundred second line planes. All thege Polish planes were inferior to the
German planes. (20)
Though there was 1ittle diserepancy_in rumeriocal numbers between Peland

(13) D, p. 1; (14) D, p. 1; (15) D, p. 1; (18} D, p. 23 (17) D, p. 33
(18) D, p. 4; (19),(20) D, P. 5.



and Germany, still Germany's superior training, equipment, armament, and
highly mechanized units mede for the difference in outcome. (21)

Poland, haviﬁg been deceived by the non-aggression past of 195%,agreed
te bj herself and Germany, built fortifications on the Russien border; but
Germany in thé meantime h#d eonstructed fortifieations near Frankfurt to
protect Berlin, and in East Prussie she had built a pillbox Yine to érotect
East Prussia. (22)

Bscause of Germany's geographie location in Europe, Hitler was plagued

with the thought of a two froat war. This fact plus the desire to seize the

_initiative and to gain surprise caused Hitler to atteck Poland., (23)

Germany had the choice of attacking France or Poland but Poland was

- the logical vietim for the following reasona-

xi. A quick decision could be gtg in Poland,
N Celd e meﬁdﬁ e Faid
f{ 2. The West Wall could stave off attacks longer than the eastern
s fortificationa.
3 3. The Allies were helpless to aid Poland before its destruction,
| 4., The Hagiﬁot Line might delay an attack against Fr#nce, thereby
giving the Poles a chance to attack Germeny's rear.
5. A gquick success might influence Rumania, Yugoslavia, and Hungary (
favorablj in their future actions. R :
6. Russians could help Germany with Poland eliminated. K (24)
Poland's terrain is suited for modern warfare and the Wazis were quick
to see this. A vast plain extends north to the Baltic from a line through
Cracow and Lwow; this plain varies from three hundred to one thousand feet

above sea level. In this large plain there are only three points rising

sbove two thousand feet, These are: Lysa Gora Hills nmear Radom, an uneven

. plateau between Czestochowa and Cracow, and a spur of the Carpathians reaching

north through Lwow to Lublin. ‘The only major obstacles were found in the
High Tatrae and Carpathian Mountains for the elevations here in some parts ere
above eight thousand feet. The major passgs from Slovakia are Joblunks and
Dukls whose respective altitudes sare eighteén hundred and sixteen hundred and
fifty feet. (25) |

s

Poland's broad rivers are generally to be considered major obstacles but

(21) D, p. 4,5,65 (22) D, p. T (25) D, p. 85 (24) D, p. 8. (35) D, p. €
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during the German invasion these rivers were extremely shallow and fordable. {286)
The Polish High Command plaeed t?o muich stress on the defensive value of

. /%he mnds made famous by N&poleon. That this fact is true was borne out by the
fact that the rains following the summer drouth did not come till the con-

clusion of the German Campaign., (27)

THE GERMAN PLAN OF ATTACK

The German plan of attack was to employ the "Cannae" principle as taughf
by Count von Schlieffen. To effect this plan the Germans had massed eighty per
cent of their combat power on the Polish border. (28)

_-‘ A light center hinged on the Frankfurt fortifications was to defend in

:iplace. The rest of the plan was thoroughly offensive to the 1et£ér:sinne the >
'two gtrong wings were to puncture the énemw's line and.to envelope the Polish ;
divisiong, In the enveloping part there was to be two enmvelopments depending
on the success of the primary envelopment, And the mission of the secondary
envelopment would be to trap any units escaping the primﬁry envelopment, This

plan, based on the terrain, was highly favorable, (29) ;Léff‘f'=f f

w f .;' -‘.‘.=;

The German High Command ressoned and received 1nformat10£ that Poland |
would defend along her borders since her industry was located west of the
Vigtula River, These industrial aress were at Lodz and between Teschen and
Wisloka River. (30)

Here is the way that the Germen armies were to operates; (See Map 1)
General von Reichenau's Tenth Army and General von Kuechler's Third Army
would make ths main attack of the primary envelopment by attacking toﬁard the
ares between Warsaw and Siedlce, {(31) The Fourth Army under General von
Kluge was te cross the Corridor as quickly as possible to secure the right
flank of the Third Army; at Grendenz the Fourth was to make contact with the
Third; and finally the Fourth was to reinforce the Third Army for this army's
envelopment. General List's Fourteenth Army and General Blaskowitsz's Bighth
Army were to proteot Genarel von Reichenaq}s flanks. In addition the Fourteenth

(26) D, p. 95 (27) D, p. 9; (28) D, p. 91 (29) D, p. 93 (B0) D, p. 9
(31) D, p. 9.
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Army had theﬁf’ssions of enveloping without destroying industrial areas of

ieachen, Graﬁow, and Tarnow. To accomplish his secondary mission, List dirscted his
main effort from Marisch Ostrau towa;d Cracow. Here at Cracow were to converge
successlve drives from the mountain pagses near Neumarkt, Nowy Sacz, and Sanck.

To prevent the escape of any Polish units into neutral Rumania, General List

was to reach Lwow as rapidly as possible. (32)

The use of the seeondary envelopment was to be flexibl- as to time, place

and forccos engaged; also its use was to be dependent on Polish reaction to the

main envelopment. (33)

With the ald of reinforcements from the Fourth Army the Third Army was
to consentrate near Johannisburg for the secondary envelopment from the north
¥

and troops were to be ve.ssed near Lwow te form the southern half of the

secondary envelopment. (34)

THE POLISH PLAN OF DEFENSE

Even at this time the Polish plan for (ais defense is cbscure and highly
conmtroversial but from the results and‘its‘ihitial digpositions some idea of
what their plan was, can be gained.

" Because all of her resources were in the west, Poland attempted to use

"~ the cordon defense along the thousand mile fromtier. In additiom to the cordon

defense she probably planned a delaying sction if her positions along the
frontier beceme untemable. Poland's seoond position was to be behind Narew-
Bug-Vistula-San River lime, Finally, there is reason to believe thet the
Polish cavalry planned a diversionfffom Pééen on Berlin, (35)

To accomplish her defensive mission the Polish High Command had divide&
. 3 o duae ot
their forces into gix army groups egquivalent to a field army. The initial .
digpositions {See Map 2) made no provision to hold out a reserve; howevsr,
it was expeoted that & reserve would be obtained from the divisions not yet
mobilized. (36)
. Two cavelry brigades were leoft on the eastern front to maintain sur-

veillance over the Russians. (37)

(32) D, p. 10; (33) D, p. 1035 (34) D, p. 10; (35),(36),(37) D, p. 11.
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Till the very last moments,before her territor1a1 intepgrity was destroyed,
Poland counted on France's aid to extricate Pa%anﬂ“from her! impanding plight.
(38) | '

THE ATTACK ON POLARD

The Breank-Through, 1 - 6 September (See Map 2)

At 0500 hours on 1 September 1939, the German armies launohed on the in-
vasion of Poland. (39) |

The Fourteenth Armw'sought to take Cracow by the use qf a double effort.
One effort was delivered east from Marisch Ostrau while the second effort was
launched northeast from Zilina through Neumarkt, By 5 September these two
attaokﬁeiéments had disrupted all opposing resistance,-héncé their conVBrgeﬂae.
at Cracow, Also on the 5 September a third attack group Jjumped-off at Zips
moved nerth to Kowy Sacez. The coordinat;g‘effect of these three attack groups
added to the deep thrust by the Tenth Army to the north of Katowicg}caused the
quiek Polish withdrawal from the Upper Silesia industrial area leeving this
area with iﬁtact mines and factories. Part of the Four‘beenthﬁllnission hed

; 1.

already been mecomplished. (40)

The Tenth Ar¥y's composition] two mechanized and two infantry‘divisio;
gorps made it a h@rd and mobile striking force. The mechanized corps were the
XVI and the XV, commanded, respectively, by Lieutenan} General Hoepner and
General Hoth, (41)

The Tenth waes concentrated betwsen the towns of Kreugberg and Tarnowlce
with Hoepner's corps on the left flank and additional and reserve divisioms . ke
giving depth to this main attack force.  (42) |

To the Tenth's front were four Polish divisions and one cavalry brigade.
This Pollsh foroce was inqﬁgéxlmity of the frontier. Part of this force was
behind the uncompleted pillbox line of the Warta River while the remainder
was west of Czestochowa. This Polish disposition left four of its divizions

far to the east beyond supporting distance. (43)

(38),(39) D, p. 11; (40):(41):(42):(%5) D, p. 11.




The Tenth struck a devastating blow to its front and overran the Warta
River line plus oapturihg the town of Czestochowan, On 3 September the XVI
mechanigzed corps had reached Radomsko, fifty miles from the fromtier. This
move outflanked the Warta line positions and to maintain this advantage a
part of Hoepner's corps attacked south to smvelope this resistence which was
being attacked frontally by infantry divisions. By the 4 September the attack
of the Tenth Army was causing the Pelisﬁ streagth to crumple. Andwas evidence
of the effectiveness of the German Tenth, thfee Polish divisions withdrew
toward Tomaszow Mez and one toward Lodz; on—the Gthar hand one Polish division
near Cgestochowa was destroyed being unable to escape. (44)

The northeast retreat of four Polish divisions plus the amnihilation of
one near Czestochowa created an opening in the line yhich the left flank
mechanized corps exploited unhesitatingly. Om %he evening of 5 September the
mechaniged corps had reached the PiotrkUWHCheoing, followed by infantry
divisions moving by forced marches. (45) -

What had been the Silesian Group wasz now a scattered and demoralized
forpi;ﬁer{%ne division had been destroyed, four were wifhdr&wing'northeast—
uard, end four reservs di#isions were seeking the security of the Visgtula.

The Tenth Army{g sucoess had in five days moved . the armw Seventy miles. (46)

The Eighth Army was the weakest of the German armies for it was the '
smallest. Itg part of the line was in middle 811e51a between Trebniteg and ‘

Ereuzberg., The north flank of the Tenth Army was to be protected by the
Eighth and to secufe his left flank General Blaskowitz echeloned the 30th
division to the army's left rear in anticipatioﬁ of & poszsible attaék from
Pogen and Kalisz. (47)
| After pushing one Polish division aside, 5 September found the Eighth
in Zdunska Wola. This initiel success had served to establish a bridgehead
eagt of the Warta River for advance toward Lodz. (48)

The German invesion was pgoing according to plan on the southern flank;

now let us see how the northern group was faring, (49)

(44),(45),(46),(47),(48),(49) D, p. 12.
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Before 1 Septembér the Fourth Army was massed in two s;parate groups.
The stronger was made up of three corés along the German fromtier around
Schueidemhl and faced the broad base of the Corridor. At Butow'?as the
weaker group--one corps. (60) " AL

The Fourth had the CorridoJ“to reduce by sdvancing on either side of
the Vistule to Bromberg and Graudenz. Subsequently, the Fourth was to |
eross the Vistulas on both sides of Chelmo to continue its advance on Modlin
and Warsaw. (51)

The main effort of the Fourth was to be made by the II Corps under
General Strauss, To secure its southern flank, & weaker corps was left om
the gouth flank. The north flank was commanded by General Guderian, peace-
time inspector of the mechaniged and motorized troops. To supplement the
Fourth's Army attack the XXI Corps from the Third Army was to take Graudeng.
This ettack was to cut Corridor off and to trap any remaining Polish
troops. (52)

The Fourth was successful and by the 4 September the Vistula and Netze
Rivers line between Mariemwerder and Naklo had been reached. General

/4*6/ ‘UJ-.:(,C’A’L:'{’(_ " /4-
z Guderian's boldness was a factor in the zuccessful attabk.plaﬂ the capture

of twenty five thousend Poles. It was on the north where the Third Pangzer

-~

division opened up a five mile hole in the Polish line and advanced to thek;
Vistula without regard for its flenks. (53)
iﬁﬁﬁ Meanwhile the Butow Corps ma&t bitter opposition although its action
‘ﬁf was of no strategic significance. By 15 September Gdynia had been cccupied
while the Hela peninsula did not fall till 1 Ootober. (8&4)

After the crossing at Chelmo on the night of 4 - 5 September, the Fourth

“f pushed out strong bridgeheads and established contact with XXI Corps near

-ﬁgGraudenz. (55)
The Third Army, under General von Kuechler, was concentrated in Osterode-
Neidenburg-Allenstein area before 1 September in preparation for penetrating

kthrougﬁﬁthe Polish fortified line on either side of Mlawa. This army's main

(80) D, p. 323 (51),(52),(523),(54) b, p.1%; (55) D, p. 13,

11 .
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objective was to push southeastward over Narew and Bug Rivers to the area

eagt of Warsaw. (56)

On the 5 September the Third and Fourth Armies established contact after
Graudenz was captured by the Third Army‘s XXI Corps. (57) |

To make the Third Army main attack von Kuechler massed three infantry
'divisiéns, e panger division, one cavalry brigade plus reserve units; these
units were located north of Mlawa. The Third Army launched its attack only
to be repulsed on the 1 and 2 September. (58) But the Germen dootrine
being the offensive, von Kuechler shifted his main attack on the night of
2 - 3 September to the east by moving motorized elements from near Mlews
to Willenberg. This flexibility of plan on the German commander's part
served to surprise the Poles, and by the evening of the 3 September wvon
Kuechler had gained the important road junction of Prgasnysz. This deecisive
meneuver caused the Polish force in Mlawa to fall back towards Wersaw. (59)

Meintaining its advance toward the Narew River on 4 and & Septemher,
the left wing of the Third Army reached Rogan by the evening of the 5th; at
the same time the right wing took the town of Clechenow. This success brought
the Third Army in c¢ontact with the defensive positions along the Narew River
after puncturing the Fromtier line of fortifications. (60)

To maintain the continuity of the cempeaign, General wvon Brauchitsch
initiated a regrouping of his forces. As a oonsegquence, the Twenty Third
Infantry Division and the Third Pangzer Division were semt to the Third Army
to add momentum to its attae oﬁ Bialystok and Brest Litovsk; on this
cperation the Germans Mor strategic succss.l (1)

Not toe much stress can be given to the role that the Germsn Air Foroé
pluyed in the victorious ocampaign in Poland. On 1 September at dawn Polish
.Air Force ground installations\we;a bombed gystemstically and such was the
case for the next threefénéui;g?éays. The 3 September saw a shift of the
German Air Force to bombing raiiroads west of the Vistula River, Then by
5 September even troop columns were being attacked. Finally, most aireraft
factories were demolished 51%; the punitions-works at Sendomir within this

period. (82)
{56),(57),(58) D, p. 133 (59),(60),(6{),(62) D, p. 14,
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THE EXPLOITATION

& -~ 8 September (See Map 3)

To further the effects of the pemetrations into the Polish line, the
Fourteenth Army moved swiftly from the West and merth of Cracow in Northeast

/

and e&stid1rect10nsato maintain an 1nereasing pressure on the Cracow and
Prpemysl Groups. wh1eh\were now attempting Lo take refuge behind the San River
without committing themselv :6 to a deeisive battle with their pursuers. The
hea&lcng retreat by the Polish_southern groups was potent evidence that the
?.Polish GHY at Warsaw had no control snd that the southern gfcup,oommanders
were on their own respoéggiility. (63)

On 6 September the Marisch Ostrau attack group oaptured Cracow, the
leading city of southern Poland, without encountering any oppesition. The
Zips group, also being suceessful, coccupied Nowy Sacg and continned toward
the Wisloka River. (64)

h‘ . By the 8 September not only Tarnow and Gorlioce were taken but a bridge-
head had been established at Debica on the eastern bank of the Wisloka
River. (65)

The Tenth Army;s line on the evening of the 5th1¥§§=a'frontage of seventy
miles,\feinéffrom Piotrkow to Checiny, More apeeifi;aily, Hoepner's Panzer
. Corps was around Piotrkow; Hoth's Panzer Corps was on the right flank observing
the enemy divisions to the south around Cracow against possible attacks from
that direction. (68) '

General von‘Reidlenaugé had started the disorganization of the Polish
S8ilesian Group efter the Tenth's initial asseult; these Polish divisions were
on 5 September making & retrograde movement to Lodz. While the above divisions
were escaping from the Germans, four reserve divisions from the same group
were moving eastward from Tomaszow Haz toward the Vistula River with the ides
of stemming the German pursuit along the line of Lysa Gore Hills in front of
Radom. 7(67) |

The divergent routes of retreat used by the Silesian Group created a hole

(63),(64),(85),(66),(67) D, p. 15,
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in the Polish lincsg the Tenth Army now had & chance to/exploit its mobility

since no large Pollish force opposed its advenoe along the best paved road in
Poland which stretched between Piotrkow and Warsaw., To avail themselves of
the above opportunity, Heepnerts forceful and potent panzer corps stood at
Piofrkow. Here, then, for the first time in the history of armies could
mech aniged troops evince their strategic capabilities to the world.TT(SB)

The momentum of the Germsn Tenth Army was now irresistible, hense the
6, 7, and 8 September saw what was e battlefield def;ge. (89)

On the 6 September Hoepner's corps captured Tomaszow Mag and without
delay prooceeded' towards Warsaw.

Rawe Maszowiscka wes taken om the Tth and the southwsstern guburbs of
Wargaw werse takep by the evening of the 8th. Both of these objectives fell=
captive to ongr;f Hdepﬁer's columns, The right column of Hoapner;s eorps
nﬁﬁﬁe_equally suecesaful but theirs was a more easterly route by way of Gora
Kelwaria end thence along the west bank of the Vistula River. This column
came upon the Warsaw outskirts on the eve of 8 September. (70)

Wergaw at first gave no signs of eny organized resistgnee but as it
turned out TEiEEEw-ner-both-of Hoepner's columns could undertake the oc-
cupation of Warsaw for this sort of assignment exceeded the panzer units
capsbilities. (71)

ffHoepner's corps hsad outdistanced the vital and indispensable support of
’t?i%he infantry divisions but the German could also be wary at the propefiﬁgrhe
4ét could be aggressive given the opportunity.) The Poles wers believed to ﬁe in
end around Lodsz in strength and as such were a sonstant threat to Hoepner's
left flank and rear. ;B&{Tas this panzer oorps waited for support, the German
high command was fully aware that the Tenth Army's penetrations had altered
the strategic situation, (72)

Strong remnants of the Thorn, Posen, and Silesian Gr0gps lay west of
the German wedge and only through a masterful iijiétion could these Polish
‘units retreat. Poland's military dilemma ﬁagf;ns that only a mirscle cgould
spare her the looming catastrophe., (73)

(68),(69),(70),(71),(72),(73) D, p. 15.
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While the left wing of the Tenth wus advancing, the center and right
advanced on Lysa Gora Hills and Radom. The important city of Kieloe fell
on the 6th as the advanced progressed. On the Tth this army wes in a frontel
battle with Third and Twelfth Polish divisions in and around Skarzjskd
Kamienna. It hapﬁened thaet on this day the Nineteenth and Twenty-ninth
divisiong of the §ilesian Group were retreating from Tomaszow Maz through
Radom to safetyi;ﬁf#;stulajligii these favorable days for the Germans had
obviated the use of Hoth's corps for right flank proteection as the Cracow
Group was also retreating eastward. (74)

To make the Tenthls purguit destructive of Polish units sesking re-
treat; Hoth's corps, that was southeast of K;eloe, was directed to advance
along the west bank of the Vistula River in}%éneral direotion of Zwolen to

sever lines of Polish retreat between Radom and the river. (%5)

Upon receipt of orders, Hoth was quieck to advance which resulted in the
1 ¥

L

capturféé~of Zwolen and Radom during the afternoon and evening of '8th. The
panzer corps cut across the Polish lines of retreat to make the Germmn pur-
suit mission a suscess. (76)

The northeast advance of the Eighth German Army was a contrast to the
Tenth's advancer?s no impertant inecidents occurred. On the 6 and 7 of
September normal' advences were made from the Warta River bridgeheads.
Continuing its advance on the 8th, the Eighth Army passed on ait%er side of
Lodz without ocoupying this eity; and during the eveningibf this éajfreached
Ozorkow and Brgeziny. (77) ”

In the course of his advance Gensral von Blaskewitez echaloned the
Thirtieth Germaﬁ division to protect his left flank against any attacks
from the Posenfﬁagg;ﬁgh the proper security measure was tuken, gtill this
German commander was not aware of the proximity of five Polish divisions
which were withdrawing from Kalisz, That this intelligsnce failure seriously
threatened the sucsess of the German plan is rather obvious., (78)

Though the Fourth Army wos weakened by the previous regrouping, it
(74),(75),(76) D, p. 18; (77),(78) D. p. 18,

b
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continued to push on both sides of the Vistula River. By ﬁhg 8 September the
ITI Corps on the army's right had neared Hdnensalzaafgiis Qetian kept the
Fourth on the heels of Polish unitsveié;}ing Pogen and Thorn in their retreat}-'
b;f Warsaw. (79)

| The IT Corps on the east side of the Vistula River caeptured Strasburg
and orossed the Drewence River on the 8 September. To reach Modlin the IT
Corps had?gély wéak detachments in its path, to destroy. .

On the 5 September the Third Army had its striking force in two group-
ments one at Cliechanow and the other facing Rogan on Narew River. To employ
these two groups the intentiom of the army commander was to drive southeast-
ward ovefvﬁ;reﬁ andiﬁﬁg Rivers towards Siedlce, fifty miles east of Warsaw,
the capture ef whiech would lsolate Warsaw. This iggg;;icn would save sttack-
ing frontally the fortifications north of Warsaw. (80)

Being suceessful on the 7th, the Third Army orossed the Narew River at
Pultusk and Hozan so that by the 8th, the Third ;as pursuing tcwaras the Bug
River in direcction of Wyzkow and Brok. (81)

The Third's success influenced enfire strategio situation for the Narew
line wag the only Polish defenﬁlve!north of Warsew; at once it is easy to
see that'warsaw and Vistula position must be retaimed if Poland were to de-
fend successfully. (82)

The time was ripe for an enveloping forog}bee&use interior of FPolsnd
was now wide open., (83)

As proof.ta sound and advance planning, the Third Army commander was
magsing a new foree at Lyck-Johannisburg area just as the Narew was orossed;
This concentration was for the purpose of moving towards Bislystok and Brest
Litovsk., This force was not utilized:‘t;i'i:l:'tl';le 9th. (84) .

Though the Germsn units were enjoylng much success, still the Air Forcs
contimued its attack on airfields and commmnicetions of western Polard. To

impede the eastward retreat from Thorm, Pogen, and KaliSz?railroads{in theseg,

areas were heavily bombed. Also the Deblin bridge was bombed out thereby

(79),(80),(81),(82),(83),(84) D, p. 17;
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inereasing the diffioculty of retreat of those Polish divisions near Radom
who were also threatened by Hoth's corps. Surely at this stage the Polish

forces west of Warsaw were in a desperate situation. (85)

THE ENCIRCLEMENT

9 - 14 September (See Map 4)

For the Fourteenth Army the period 9 - 14 September was that of the
pursguit, The Cracow and Przemysl Groups did not offer any strong oppesition
anywhere. - By the evening of the 8th the Fourteenth had reached the general
line of Gorlice~Debica-Pinczow. (86)

" Polish units were attempting to reach defensive line behind the San
River, {fhi; attempt resolved itself in two directions but not entirely
orderly. The Cracow Group retired in a northeast direction toward Chelm
to defend lower San River and Vistula from Zawichost to Lezajek. The
Przemysl Group, on the other hand, retired due east toward Lwow to deny?jr“
upper San River to‘ﬁﬁrsuer. (87)

To block any Polish attempts to prepare the San'orossings for defense,
two mechanized divisions were cut loose to beat the Poles to the move.

These mechaniged divisions were successful in seizing the San River orossings
at Radymno, Jaroslaw, and Sanok and then proceeded to pursue for the next
three days. (88) -

The right wing reached Sambor om the 12th and sent strong infantry
detachments to Lwow in requisitioned trﬁcks, and on this same day mechanized
units from Prgemysl reached Lwow outskirts. (89) For the next few days a
series of confused battles took place within the interior of Lwow. At the
game time the retreat of two Polish divisions were ‘stopped thirty miles west
of Lwow near Grodég. (90)

The northwest ;échanized units on 13.September affected crossing of
the Lublin-Lemberg (Lwow) Highway at Tomaszow end Rawa Ruska. This
mechanized thrust resulted in the main elements of the Polish Cracow Group -

A R .
near Bilgoraj on-east bank of San River far in rear of Germen mechaniged
(s6,, (87), (88} D, p. 18; (89), (90) D, p. 19.
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forces. Whén the Germans took the San—Riverrline, theirs was an impertant
strategic gain for this was the last tensble defensive position in southern
Polandg éhg'WEthout this position eastern Galicia wes left defenseless and
retreat to Rumania was blocked. Now the Cracow Group at Bilgora3i oould 6n1y
hope to retreat to the Pripet Marsghes, (91)

Even though the pursuit of the Fourteenth was relatively concerted, the
Tenth Army fought in widely separated combat groups. The left wing was re-

pelled from Warsaw and subsequently saided the Eighth Army in fighting Polish

‘units seeking to cut their way baek to Poland. By contrast the right wing,

seventy miles to the south, annihilated four divisions at Radom., The Third,
Twelf'th, Nineteenth, and Twenty-ninth Poligh divisions at Radom and Zwolen

had been bloocked froﬁ"vistula_on the 8th but Hoth could not destroy these

. diyisions since they had sixty thousand troops. These Polish divisions were

enciroled completely on‘Sth and 10th and after futile efforts surrendered on
the 12 September. (92)

Hoepner's detachments were repulsed at Warsaw and before help could
arrive (93) the Eighth Army was faced with e gerious threatfﬁkgt wes at this
time that units of the Tenth were diverted to help the Eighth Army extricate
itgelf. (94)

. The Eighth Army had on 8 September passed on either side of Lodz and by
the evening had reached Ozorkow and Brzezing since Lodz was not to be occupied
till the 9th. Von Blaskowitz hoped to séizé¢iine of Bzura Rive; on the §th
in order to protect the left flank of the Temth Army. Though the Germans
knew that Polish units were in and around Kutno and -elong the Bzura, the
Germans groésly underestimated the actual strength, for while the Polish
divisions numbered twelve infantry divisions and two cavalry brigades, the
Germans estimated five divisions and two cavalry brigades. It is significant
to note that half of thesé Polish units had not besen engaged. (95)”

That von Blaskoﬁitz'slseourity measures taken by echeloning the Thirtieth

Division to the army's left rear saved his army will become evident. It was

(91),(92),{93) D, p. 19; _(94), (¢5) D, p. 20.
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At K94
early on the 9th that the Eighth sssumed the offensive againstp;;ne ofxgﬁura
River. (pecause he met a doubtful.situation, won Blaskowitg had decided on
the offensive which complied with the German doctrine when in a doubtful
situation attac%ﬂ Iﬁ was after the initial successful asttacks that the Germans
were stopped and thrown back aleng thé whols Eighth Army front by virtue of a
Polish counterattack, (96);ngl;5ﬁ T;

This erisis developed in the Thirtieth Division's gone when it was strueck
in the left flank by five Polish divisions that forced the Thirtieth to give
ground. {(97) |

Because the Eighth could not handle the surprise attack, it becanme
necesgary for the Tenth to divert all the possible combat power to sid the
Eighth; moreover, the reserve divisions following the Eighth were used; and '%iﬂ
then t0o the Air Force had to be oslled to help check the Poles. By the tQﬁi.&
15 September the danger passed and the Germans were again on the offensgive, f(QB)

On 8 September the Fourth Army was still moving in two groups on either
bank of the Vistula. The main accomplishment of the army during this period
was much marching. The foot slements moved zouthesst to join - the fight betw;én
Kuéno and LS&z; these foot elements wére approaching Kutno on the 15th and
this move placed them in a position to help the Eighth and Tenth Armies.

The group on the east bank of the Vistula had on 15 September reached Modlin
to keep the Poles from esecaping from Kutmo. (99)

~Aﬂ—&%miAMPee&}}aé'£hs Third Army hed by 8 September foreced the fortified
line of Narew Rlver between Pultusk snd Rogen. So the Third Army proceeded
to cut Warsew's cummunications for by the 15th the railromds from Warsaw te
Bialystok and Siedlce hed been cut. Warsew wes now completely en§ireled. (100)

The Third's second major operation was started on the 9th. It was this
dey that the troops in the Lyck-Johannisburg ares moved in the direction of
Brest Litovsk. This force was so weakly cpposed that by the 14th it had
taken Brest Litovsk/plus capturing or destroying the smell Polish forces
encountered. (101)

Thus the aggressivenesa of the Germansg prevented any possible Polish

(96),(97),(98) D, p. 20; (100},(101) D, p. 21.
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defense east of Warsaw. (102) .

THE ANNIHILATION

15 - 28 September (See Map 5)

During the final phase of this campaign the demoralized Polish divisions

were annihilated., It was during this period that the Russians invaded Poland

from the east; this action, however, had no important bearing on the final

“~
outcome of the campaign. ! (103)

At this point we find the Fourteenth with its center near Lwow, whieir

- town had been thinly cutposted on three of its sides. The right wing was

near Samhoer while the bulk of the mechanized troops were on the left wing;
it is to be remembered that these mechanized troops had also cut the Lublin-
Lwow highway between Tomeszow and Rawa Ruska. {104)

The Galician Polish forces were by now half demoralized amd weak by long

'retreats and by straggling. This force was divided into two groups the

larger group withdrawing northeast snd by the 15th wes aleng San River to
southeast of Sendomir. (This force was composed of five divisions) The
smaller group, being two divisions, wes between Przemysl and Lwow; since

there were mechanized troops near Lwow retreat into Rummnis was not possible,
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The insreasing crumﬁiing of the Polish army did not decrease the serious

{105)

fighting that occocurred between the left wing of the Fourteenth Army and thé
strong Cracow Group arocund Bilgoraj on the 16 September. FPossibly the ferosity
of the fight stemhed from the fact that this group sould no longer retreat

for it had been intercepted between Zamose and Chelm by German mechanized
troops; in addition German infantry divisions had come up the west and south-
west to join the fight. This battle, aided by Tenth Army units, came to an
end on the 20th when General Pekor, tﬁe Polish commander, and sixty thousand
Poles surrendered., (108)

Ten thousand Poles of the Przemysl Group were captured at Rawa Ruska on
the 18th; those not captured escdped to Rumanis and Hungary where they were
interned., (107)

(102),(103) D, p. 213 {104),(105),(106),(107) D, p. 22.
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The 17th saw motorized reconnaissance battalions of the Fourteenth make
contact with like units of the Third Army neaf Wlodawa, These two armieg had
completeﬁlfirst stage of the outef double envelopment. This outer ring could
have essily been ruptured by a strong Polish attack.- (108) P

The surrender at Warsaw, Kutno, and Bilgoraj made outer net’unneeesaary
but its sucesssful execution demonstrates the thbrough indootrination of the
German highy;n the principles of annihilation as laid down years before by
Count von Schlieffen. (109)

The Tenth Army contimued to fight in-two groups in.thia operation., The
left wing cooperated with the Eighth and part of the Fourth in forecing the

surrender of forces between Kutno and Bzura while the right wing advanced

" toward Lublin. It was the right wing that assisted List at4Bilgoraj. (110)

R Foond
The Polish ferces at Kutno were surrounded ogfall sides} this attack

started on the 15th. The Tenth attacked west from Warsaw, Eighth pushed
from south against Bzura line, and right column of the ?ogrth advanoed south-
east from Wloclawek on Kutno. From Plock to Wygogrod'%zéreat across the
Vistula was blocked to the Kutno force by Fourth army elements. (111)

This attack by large German units broke Polish resistance without any
delay. By now efforts to break out were futile and by the 17th, the Poles
had been compressed into a very narrow ares between the Vistula and the
Bzura southwest of Wysogrod. Continuous harsssment by the encircling forces
and by air bombardment finally led to the aurrehder of one hundred and seventy
thousand Poles, This was one of the'biggest mass surrenders of any field

) . bf;tazﬂﬁrd&&
army in all military history. ' (112)

Whilelthe Warsew annihilation was being terminated, the.Third and Fourth
Armies were tightening their blockade around Warsaw and Modlin. To the sast
other Third Army units nsar Siedlce were rounding up twelve thousand Poles
who later surrendered. {113)

The Air Force was not as active at this time though it bombed troop

concentrations and columns sast of the Vigtula. Also the airfields near the

(108),(109) D, p. 22; (110),(111),(112),(113) D, p. 23.
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Russian border were bombed extensively. (114)

Decimation of the Poles had been very systematic and thorough so that
by the 20th the only Polish troops at large were at the Warsaw garrison; the
Modlin éarrison; the naval garrison of Hela peninsula; small.forces in‘Lwow;
and a considerable number of Polisgh units, mostly rsserve, between_Deblin
and Lublin. (115) . |

On 21 September Lwow fell while on the 22nd Germans withdrew to the San
River in compliance with German agreement with Russia. Then on 1 Oetober the
Hela peninsula garrison surrendered. (116)

On the 22nd the Eighth and the Third Armies were beseiging-WhrsaW'from

their sides on the Vistula as Strauss operated against Modlin. Both pushed

" in geige lines after limited attacks were successful. (117)

An artillery and amerial bombardment started on the 24th and continued
until the 27th without cessation. This bombardment destroyed twenty per cent
of all houses and sixty per cent of all houses recelved one or more hits.
Then on the 25th a coordinated infantry attack was launched. Finally on thé
27th Tarsaw fell but forces east of Deblin resisted till 5 October. This was
at last the end of the Polish campaign. (118)

- ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

After studying this campaign it is not difficult to see that thé Germans
had & well balanced army’whereas the Polish army was comparatively weak and
in addition was guilty of faulty application of defensive principleq._e

The Germans from the start depended upon speed and surprisewtofégfeatﬂthe_
Polish army. It is a known fact that the Polish high command did not expect
the Germans to attack as soon as they did. While the strategic concept of the
dafenﬁe was not entirely correct, still the Germans had the preponderance of
combat power as the result of a military team well balanced with air power,r
mechanized troops, and iﬁfantry troops.

Even at this time it is not known what the Polish high command intended
to do. 1If they intended to fight a delaying action and then defend behind

(112),(115) D, p. 23; (118),(117),(118) D, p. 24.

22




the strong Narew-Vistula-San River line, it seems that the Polish forces
were incorrectly disposed. On the other hand for the Poles to mocept batﬁleiﬁ
with the Germans scems to imdicate lack of Polish intelligence service or a
faulty estimate of the Germasn army. In any cese the Polish d=fense can be
classified as a cordon defense,
Probably one of the greatest factors im the German Army's success were
Q speed and qualified lesdership. The German tactical doetrine and training
Y accentuate)the responsibility for individual leadership and initiative of
“{ subordinate commanders. Each combat unit was organized for fire and move-
f-{msnt; this fact was furthered by the assipgnment of apﬁroPriate‘objgotives
’%“ - 'H'and the minimum of supervision wes given subordinate leaders by higher
ecommanders.

Prior to this campaign no mechanized or panzer divisions had been em-
ployed as such. In the Tenth Army, General von Reichenau employed his armor
in panzer c¢orps to exploit the bresk-throughs. Mechanized divisions wsre
used similarly in the Fourteemth Army by General List., The tactical employ-
ment of these units proved highly successful and their success is further

™ attested to by the fact that the American armored divisions were employed in
the same manner against the CGermans. Because these armored units cannot hold
.:" L *:Bground, it was found necessary to have the infantry divisions following as
. ,ﬁ.‘iclosely as possible to consoclidate and te hold any objectives taken by the
““ - armored unlts.

Considering this campaign purely from the military viewpoint, much oredit
is due the Germans for their thoroughness in the preparation for this campaipgn.
The plans were complete, thorough?bﬂ%fsiiilzyﬁre highly flexible. Also, it

7 must be said that the word flexible ineludes the use of the Gmrman Air Force:
* the employment was both tactical and strategie.

In summary the German victory was not only a brilliant suecess but also

Q very important one,fdf the German Army learned that their organigzation,

&
g armament, and tactical doectrine were correct., These last named facsts were
Q; particularly true for the mechanized division which underwent a most rigorous
¢

test.
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LESS0NS

Some of the lessons learned from this csfmpaign ares

1. Strategie surprise is most important for the attacker. Poland was
completely demoraliged from the shock of surprise.

2. The cordon defense is & futile and desperate typs of operation, Once
the defense is pierced the whole defensive set-up is jeopardized,

P 3. A commander must base his @Bé;ﬁéiois'on his ;;pabilities and not on
the expected capabilities or strength.:

4, Plans must be flexible., This flexibility was shown when units from
the Fourth Army were transferred to the Third Army. Also the employment of
the Air Porce ghowed flexibility.

5., Mechanized units with their high mobility can exploit sucoesses very
effectively.

6. A commander must have adegquate intelligence. Thse lack of intelligence
almost diaruptedAtha German plans when the Eighth was surprised by the Poles.

7. Treining must teach subordinete leaders to lead by the use of

initiative.




