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OFERATIONS ON LUZON, 8 IECEMHER 1941 - 6 MAY 1942
(General Subject) :

INTRODUCTICN

At 0755 on the ealm Sunday morning of 7 December 1941, a group of
airplenes appeesred over the Island of Oshu in the Territory of Hawaii
flying et an eltitude of sbout three thoussnd feet in the well known
"echelon of echelons® férmation which, st thet time and place, was the
commonly used formetion of the United States Navy. Ostensibly, fhis
group was the returning dswn patrol. Over Qashu, however, the lend plans
8lid off its right wing snd entered into s dive bomb run. With no prier
werning, end with no declaration of war, the stecetto rattle of 7.7mm
machine gun fire and the burst of serial bombs engulfed that island for-
tress and its possessor, the United States, in e mortel conflict which
wes to lest for four years. (1)

Over five thousand miles forther west in snother more distent posses-
eion of the United Stetes, the Philippine Isiends, it wes 0255 hours B
December 1941. No knowledge of the attack on Pesrl Hearbor wes known to
the members of our srmed forces in the Philippiﬁzs et thet moment; however,
thisz knowledge was soon to become lmown to them for this attack had been
leunched e&s one of the primery steps in setting the stage for the invasion
of the Phillipplnes. Within sn hour, news of the mttack on Pearl Harbor
hed been broedeast over the radio and had been intercepted by a commercisl
radio stetion operator at Clark Field, Luzon. This news wes immedietelj
trensmitted to General Douglaes MacArthur, who, by 0330 hours, alerted the
Department of the Philippines to the existence cf a stete of wer. (2)

In order to more fully orient ourselves with the ceuse of the out-
bresk of hostilities with & netion which theretofore had been st peace with

(1) Byewitness sccount of suthor; {2) A-11, p. 29; A-2, p. 54.
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our own, end which then desired to “continue with sincerity to find e
common formulg for s pesceful solution in the Pacifie™, (Z) according to
a "Japanese government spokesman®™, (4) let us turn our eyes towerd the
prelude to jhe hostile act.

For over fifty yeers, Japen had sttempted to conquer, snnex, or incer-
porete adjecent countries and islends through wsr or as spoils of war. In
many of these attempts, Jepsn's outright aggression was predicated upon a
minor incident which offersd an excuse for wer. These small opportunities
were vigorously pursued. In some of the aels, the United Stetes, together
with other netiomns, protesfed sgainst Jepensse eggression. Japen violently
Aisliked this intercession, for she was determined to rule the Far East, (5)

"The Philippines, by virtue of their stretegic location, completely
dominste the eastern pert of the South Chine Ses," (8) end "In sddition to
their militarj value the Philippine Islands possess netural resources of
considerable value to Japan or sny other empire-building nation.® (?7) In
followling her plan of conﬁuest end rule, by 1941 Jepen had meneuvered her-
gself into the desirable siretegic position of virtuelly having surrounded
the Philippiné Islends with Japenese dominsted islends end territory on the
mainland of Asia. From these locetions Jepsn plenned to attack the Philip-

pines and tc incorporste the entire erchipeligo into the Greater East

Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere. (8)

THE STRATEGIC PLAN

®The genersl strategy of the mttack on the Philippines was sxcellently

conceived, Tt revolved around m series of four succeseive steps:

(3) a-10, p. 8; (4) Not mede clesr herein, but probebly was Ambassador
Kurusu, who was then in the US; #-10, p. 8; (5) A-2, pps. 1,2,%3; (68) &-2,
p. 463 (7) A-2, p. 46; (8) A-2, pps. 1,2,3; &A-10, p. 123.




l. The destruction of A@erican air powsr, the key operation of the
entire cempeign since it wezs both the mesns end, to & grest extent, the
end of the Jeapensse invesion.

2. The final complete isoletion of the Philippine Islands by measns of:

{e) The ettack on Pearl Harbor and the capture of Guem and Wake
Islends, ths connecting links with Hewsii,

(v) The seizure of Davec on Mindsnso, thus severing the sole
line of communicetions from the Fhilippines to the outside
world.

%3, The cepture of Luzon and the defeat of the principel body of Ameri-

can ground troops 1n the Fer Hast.

4. 'The occupetion of the rest of the Philippines end the mopping up

of the gurviving Americsn Forces." (9)

Specificelly, with respect to the foregoing outline of generel strat-
egy, the sttack on Oshu wes designed to immsdistely destroy the ships, air-
plenss, instslletions, end equipment of the military esnd neval forces on
thet island. Not only would this destruction deprive the United States of
the meterisl mesns of nevel access to Japan; but, together with the destrue-
tion of the air end nevsl beses on Midway, Gusm, snd Wake and the eventual
| capture of these islands would slso deprive our forces of the chain of step-
ping stones to the Far Eest. In addition, this action, if completed, would
remove the Americen sir end ses power from the left arm of Jespen's greet
pincers movement. {10) Mesnwhile, the enemy plenned to extend the right
srm of fhis pincers movemsnt through the Netherlands Eest Indles, New
Guinee, The Bismarcks, The Solomons, snd eventually, to link up with her
base, which, by that time would be firmly esteblished on Mindeneo. Thus,
Luzon, the main gerrison of the Fhilippine Islends, would be ringed by

Jepenese held territory. (11)

{9) 2-2, pps. 52-53; (10) A-2, pps. 29-30; (11) &-3, p. 18,




THY DEFENDERS OF LUZON

On & December 1941 Luzon, the largest and most highlyrfortified island
of the Philippines, wes gerrisoned by epproximately 85,000 troops, largely
Filipinos. The majority of the ground militery units were newly inducted,
inadequately treined divisions of the Philippine Army Reserve; however, thers
was one division of regulers, Philippine Army. In eddition, the mobile
ground forces conteined two infantry regimente end one cevelry regiment of
Philippine Scouts, who were well treined reguler soldiers. The remesinder
of the troops were regulsr soldiers of the United Stetes Army plus sbﬁe
recently ectivated Nstionsl Guardsmsn., This force wes commended by Lieu-
‘tenent General Douglas MecArthur, Disregarding the Philippine Coast
Artillery Commend on Corregider, the Luzon Forece was organized into three
me jor comends:

1., The North Luzon Force

Commender: Msjor Genersl Jonethan M. Wainwright
Units  : 11th Infantry Division, Philippine Army Reserve
2lst Infentry Division, Philippine &rmy ﬁﬁserve
Zlst Infentry Division; Philippine Armmy Reserve
EEth Cevelry Regiment, Philippine Scouts
Cther minor units, Philippine Scoutse
2. The South Luzon Force
Commender: Brigedier Gensrel M, Parker, Jr.
ﬁnits : lst Infentry Divieion, Philippine Regular Army
4lst Infentry Division, Philippine Army Reserve
51§t Infantry Division, Philippine Army Reserve
Two Tegiments of Philippine Constabulary
3. United Stetes Army Forces in the Far Emst (Reserve Troops)
Commander: Lieutensnt General Douglas MacArthur
Taits : Philippine Division, Philippine Scouts and U.S. Army

71zt Infentry Division, Fhilippine Armmy Reserve



9lst Infantry Division, Fhilippine Army Resarve
Two tank bettelions

Other minor units (12)

%The initiel mission essigned both forces were, first, to prevent a
landing, and, second, if & lsnding could not be prevented, to atteck and

destroy the lending force." (13)

THE SQFTENING TP

In conformity with her strategic pien of the destruction of Amsricsn
air power, the enemy on78-9 December 1941, conducted extensive bombing
missions on Luzon to neutrslize existing beses and eircraft. On the first
dey, the enemy destroyed the defenders! only opersationel redar set at Iba,
most of the sirereft maintenance instslletions, aﬁd all but seven of the
heevy bombers which were ceught on the ground et Clerk Field. {See Map A)
Despite the fact thet & stste of war had been declered several hours prior to
this tims, some of these bombers were not pleced in bunkers or behind

oot

revetments, consequently these plenes .were easily destroyed remunsrstive

targets. (14) Operetionsl protection of a fighter cover for the field
could heve prevented much of this demage. TFortunately, some of General

, fick futtons
Brereton's heevy bombers previously were ,flown to Mindenso in order to
remove them from striking renge of enemy lend besed plenes. General Mac-
Arthur ordered the removel of ell bombers Eg_gigdqgap_ﬁg:ggm}}qggﬁgyior to
this atteck. Unfortunetely, this order wes not fully executed and only
gighﬁeen of the bombers were so disposed. This loss could heve been avolded
by strict, prompt, and full.compliance with orders, {15} &As a result of

the sir operstions on 8-9 December, the enemy wes eble to gein air supsriority

{12) A-2, pps. 52-5%; (13) &-3, p. 18; (14) a-11, p. 33; A-2, pps. 55-96;
(15) A-11, p. 3.
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by the destruction of most of the plsnes on Luzon. This advantege nsver

left the hends of the enemy during the entire Luzon campeign. (16)

INITIAL LANDING OFERATIONS

Diversionary lsndings were made by an ensmy regiment at Aparri end
by an enemy battelion et Vigen on 10 December. Another diversionsry 1and-
ing of two reinforced enemy ba‘ttalions‘ followed =t Legespi on 12 December,
(See Map A) The enemy intended that thess landings sbould secure the flanks
end draw the bulk of the defenders towerd these three widely separated sites,
thus dividing the defensive strength of Luzon. The enemy could then cut
the line of communicetions of esch of these forces by effecting the maip
landings inslde the established flenks and nearer the center of the Luzon
coastline, isolete each defending force, defest thet forece in detail, and
merch on Menils to complete the final cspture of the seat of govermment.
However, Genersl MecArthur hed slready evalgated ‘the terrain of Luzon;
conssquently, he recognized the ruse and committed only light resistence
pgeinst these diversionsry laﬁdings merely to slow their esdvance while he
ewalted thé comritment of the Jepanese main effort.., Against the LegasPi
landing, ‘however, bombers were employed on 14 December for the lest time
before,\withdrawal to Australis, Mesnwhile, 11 three of the enemy diver-
sionery lending forces begsn pushing inlend, eech heeding in the genersl

direction of Menila. {17) (Ses Mep 4)

W“‘VA By 14 December the Jepsnece push toward Msnila gethered force. One Tegl-

ment of the 11th Division wes sent to San Fernendo, Le Union Provinee to stop
this movemént. ' Thig regiment wee disposed to defend the Sen Fernando-Bauang-
Damortis area, with only one bettalion at Sen Fermando. On 16 Decenmber this
force received orders to hold the enemy north of Sen Fernendo. To accomplish

(16) A-%, p. 49; (17) A-2, p. 56.



this mission the line was strengthened by some of the troops who hed pre-
pared other bettle positions in the Beuang-Demortis sres. (18} The enemy
attecked the reinforced bettelion et Sen Fernando in order to hold this
battalion in position while other enemy troops prepered to land along the
shore of Lingsyen Gulf, (See Map B) The reinforced battslion of the 11th
Division 2t San Fernendo was driven from its position end withdrew to the
mountsins to becomes guerillss, The forward movement of the enemy wes
halted by one regiment of the 7lst Divigion, recently releassed by Genersl
MacArtiur from USAFFE reserve. This regiment moved forwsrd to occupy the
positions just vecsted by the reinforced bettelion of the 1lth Division.

(19) (See Mep B)

COMMITMENTS 1IN FORCE

At dawn on'22 December the enemy made a landing in force consisting of
one infentry division, two tank regiments, and pdditionsl ertillery in the
Lingsyen Gulf ares on beaches neer Beueng, Sen Benito, end Agoo. (See Map B)
This landing wes the proving ground for the Japsnese Army which had under-
gone extensive ship to shore landings end emphibious opsretione training\
slong the Chine cosst from Centon to the Indo-Chins border. This was a
mein invesion, occurring inside the flank which had been secured by the
enemy lending et Vigen, which had been snticipated by Gegeral MacArthur,
The regimesnt of the 7lst Division whiech had moved up to oppose the landing
et Vigan weg now disposed to carry out its primery mission to prevent s
lending. This mission was being adequately and capably executed at San
Benito and Bsuang; hLowever, the landing et 2goo, south of the left {south)
flenk of the defending unit, begen to force this regiment from its posl-
tion. The Aéco lending hed cut‘the line of retrest to the perent division
of this regiment of the 7lst Division. Consequentiy, this regiment wes
forced to withdrew to the mounteins eest of thet pesition when.atteckéd

(18) A-2, p. 59; (19) a-2, p. 59 & 67; USAFFE (United States Army Forces
in the Far East).
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from the north by.the originsl landing et Vigen. (See Map B) This regi-
ment took up guarilla activities efter 1t wes separated4from.the mein hody
of defending forces. {20) By 0100 hours 23 December fhe 26th Cavelry Regi-
ment (PS), equipped with horses and ermor, moved up to oppose the lending
at Demortis with the mission "to hold until forced to retire snd then con-
duct deleying action. (21)

By 0400 hours 23 December the enemy lsnded some tenks ferther north
rnd ceme to engage the 26th Cavelry Regiment (PS) with tanks and planes.
Consequently, the 26th Cavalry was foreced to withdraw to the highwey just
east of Demortis, whereupon this regiment became flank guerd for the Vlst
Division which had moved up on line. (See Map B) The 1lth end 2lst Divi-
sions, slready along this line, extended their flanks to completely tie
in 81l unit flenks. This flenk security wes short lived for the 26th
Cevelry, a5 this regiment wes wifhdrawn from the line ‘o recorgenize at
Binsnolen, The 9lst Regiment of the 9lst Division moved forward to replece
the 26th Cevelry. (See Map B) (22) The 9lst Regiment of the 9lst Division
hed a8 strength of approximately 1600 men, 37 #mericen officers, plus 5

Jﬁthird lieutenents, Philippine Amy per company. The 9lst Reglment esrrived

A“b& oA at PQZurrubio (Ssa Map B) at sbout 2030 hours 22 December, whereefter, the

Mr"”

Gecimated 26%h Cavalry pecsed through the 9lst leeding dead men's horses.

51 wrHOW T wHGH1 q
Ordersiwere dissemineted at thet tims. Members of the reglnent were informed

that the regiment would be committed on the right {east) flank of the defend-
ing forces between the already established line and the mountains. Further-
more, this regiment was told to get a2 good night's sleep while they were
st11l in comperativé sefety. The regimental commender informed the troops
thet thres divisions elresdy were engaging the enemy and thet a helf track
was petrolling the roed between the froﬁt lines énd Pozurrubio, conseguently,
no slerm neesd be voiced if sarmered vehicles were hesrd on the roed. The

(20) A-4, pps. 8,9,28,29; A-11, p. 37; &-2, pps. 59,67; (21) A-2, p. 59;

{Pg) is the officiel abhrevistion for "Philippine Scouts™; (22) 4-7, p. 5;
-{3—8, P 3; ~!A"'2, Pa 80,
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26th Cevelry, which also hed armor, wes in thet vieinity. PFurthermore
the enemy was some twenty miles ewsy. At about 2300 hours, members of the
reglment were alermed by the sound of armor on the roed from the front
lines to Pozurrubio. Seversl men identified the soﬁnd of e tank, not a
helf treck, end opposed the enemy. Enemy armor first struck the 9lst
Divisiog; cyelist troops followed; infentry constituted the third wave.
'The surprise, with few exceptions, wes complete end effective, No snti-
tenk weapons were svaeileble with this regiment; however, the regiment had
a battery of 75mm srtillery in support. Thie artillery engeged the tanks
inflicting only slight demege, The decimeted 9lst Regiment wes fcrced.to
withdraw before the tenk-cyclist-infentry teem by 0500 hours 23 December
with & remaining strength of epproximetely 420 men, a portion of the
 third lieutenents, Philippine #my, end 2 Americen officers. These few
troops were immedietely ineorpofated into the 92nd Regiment, Qlét Divigion. (23)
This enemy etteck affected not only the 91st but also the 7lst Divi-
sion. The enemy forced the entire 1in§ to withdrew to a position along a
‘new defensive line through Aguilar, Ssn Cerlos, end Urdeneis. Whersupon
the remsinder of the 9lst Division reverted to réserve. (24) (see-Map B,
Line A) During this ection the enemy beachhead wes enlerged by the addi-
fion of snother landing south of Damoriis.. {25} |
While the North Lyzon Force withdrew from the previous position and
esteblished & pew line during the night of 23-24 December, the enemy staged
srnother landing in force in Lamon Bey. This lending wes effected on the
morning of 24 December st a&ntimonsn snd Mauban, Tayebes Frovince. {See Map C)
Clesrly, this lending wes to complete the encircling movement whiph the
ensmy hed plenned for the seizure of the seat of government of the Philip-
pineg, Manila, Agein 1t wae demonstreted £hat Genersl Mecdrthur's estimate
of the éituation concerning the feint st Legaepi wes correct. If General
MecArthur had committed e lerge force against the Legespi landing, the Lamon
(27) Statement of 1st Lt. Robert L. Morris, member of the 9lst Regiment, to

suthor; (24) 2-2, ppe. 50,64; (25} 2-2, Map 10.
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Bay lending, by sggressively pushing forwerd, could cut off the line of
retreat of the force opposing the Legespi lending by proceeding directly
Boross the.narrbwest part of the Batangas Feninsule, Genersl MacArthur
hed escerteined thet no lerge body of men wés committed to oppose the
Legespi landing. By use of the Menile bus system, the light opposition
to the Legaspi landing wsg withdrewn before the epemy could isolate this
unit, (See Mep A) While this withdrewel was in progress, the enemy was
opposed by e compeny at Antimonsn, = reinforced regiment west of Anti-
monsn, snd on 24-25 December, by & bhatteslion in Maubsn and west of
Meuben. (26)

By 24 December the North Luzon force completely established the line
Agzuiler-Urdeneta. (See Mep B, Line 4) Due to the defeat of the 7ist and
91s% Divisione on the previous dey, Genersl Weinwright deemed that he should
not hold his present line, but should fell back to e more secure defemnsive
lire behind the Agno River. (See Mep D, Line B} Permission to make this
move wes sought of snd grented by Genersl MacArthur. (27) "Outnumbered
and incompletely equipped, lecking air support, snd utilizing troops Eut
recently mobilized into regimental groups, Genersel MsacArthur was left ne
slternetive but thet of e delaying ection.™ (28) Consequently, he ordered
such action_along five predetermined delsying positions whiéh hed hereto-
fore been designated by him. (See Mep D, Line & to E_) One of these deley-
ing positions had slready heen held and snother was how being held. at
the ssme time this deley would permit the withdrewsl of Generel Parker's
hesdquerters end the 4lst Division fram the Bestenges Peninsula to garrison
Batean., (See Mep ¢} In eddition, the Zlst Divislon and two regiments of
the Fhilippine Division received orders to move to Bastaan. (29) While
these troops withdrew to Betaan, Genersl MecATthur moved the USAFFE head-
guerters, the Philippine gold reserve, some of the clvil lesders of the
(26) A-4, prs. 8,9; A~11, p. 29; A-2, pps. 6@-61; (27) A-2, p. 60; (28) a-14,

p. 10; (29) 2-2, p. 61-62,
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Philippines, inciuding President Manuel Quezon, all possiblé food, &nd
troop supplies to Batsen esnd to Corregidor. Meenwhile, commend of the
troops in the south of Luzon fell to Brigadier Generel Albert M. Jones
who fought smell actions to deley the enemy until sll possible personnel
end supplies hed been evacusted to Bstean and Corregidor. (30)

On 25 December the North Luzon Force wees defending the Agno River
line. (See Mep D, Line B) The North Luzon Force now faced a stronger enemy
whoée beaschhead hed been enlsrged and whose diversionery landing st Aparri
“had now moved down the Cagayan valfg;fﬁanﬁ. had linked up with the Lingayen
lending, The defenders faced a determined enemy with et lesst five infan-
try divisions end one tank brigede on the lins. Nevertheless, the defenders
held the Agno River line, (30-a)

Oon 26 December, Corregidor wes officially declsred the USAFFE head-
querters, end Msnila wes declared an open city; desplite this fact the enemy
bombed Menils that sems day. (31) The trcsops south of Manila delayed the
enemy eslong B north-south line through Teyasbas and Lucena (Seg Map C) and
the North Luzon Force still held the Agno River liﬁe. Later, on 26 Decem=-
ber, the ;.-.nemy attecked in the vicinity of Roseles {(See Mep D, Line B) and
broke through the defense of the Agno River line. The 26th Cavelry covered
the withdrawel until the defenders established s new defensive line through
Paniqui, Guimbe, end Sen Jose whereupon the 26th Cevelry retired from the
line to reorgenize. (See Map D, Line C) (32) Meanwhile the lst and Slst
Divisione engsged the enemy west of Meubsn and at Lucens, respectively.
Cavite Naval Rese, which hed alresdy been heavily bombed by the enemy, was
destroyed by the Americens before it could fall into the hands of the
Jepenese. (See Map C) The task of delaying the enemy on the Betangas
Peninsuls wes mided by the support of a tank bettalion, and lightened by
the scercity of ememy plesnes and srtillery in that eree. (33)

(30} a-11, p. 43; A-2, p. 62; (30-a) &-2, p. 62; (3L) A-2, p. 63;
(32) A-2, p. 62; (33) A-11, p. 43; 4-2, p. 63
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SESURING TIE LIIE OF WITHDRAWAL

On 27 December, the defensive line ig the north was not attacked or
hersssed. The battle at this point resched a sislemate. This conditicn
provoked much thought on the part of General Waimwright. Thet night
Generel Walnwright withdrew his force to a line ruaning through Tarlac
and Cebznstusn (See Msp D, Line D) because hes had perceived the enemy’s
plen to advasnce albng the two generslly persllel roesds running south from
these two towns aﬁd to seize the Calumpit Bridge ascross the Pampenga River.
(See Mep ) This bridge wes to be used by the forces south of Menila in
their withdrawalrto Batasn. General Wainwright éaw immedistely thet the
withdrawsl of the forces opposing the Lamon Bay leanding hed to be expedited
end the enemy hed 4o be contsined until the South Luzon Force was safely
geross the Celumpit Bridge. (34) To secomplish this mission of holdiné the
enemy, the NHorth Luzﬁn Foree resorted to sll availsble mesne of delay.
Much of the plenning necessary to retard the forward movement of the ensmy
fell to the commend of Lieutsnent Colonel Hugh Cssey, Corps of Engineers,
who hed been transferred to Luzon 1n.00tober 1941 subsequent to a specifie
request for him, by name, by‘General MacArthur. This particular officer
wes requested becsuse he wes femilisr with Luzon as well as with both the
civilian end militery engineers of Luzon. In additidn, this officer was
e demolitions expert. General MscArthur ordered Colonsl Casey to organize
211 the aveileble minsrs and mining engineers who were familisr with explo-
sives, and to impede the advsence of the epemy by cqnstructing hagty bettle
posltions for the front line troops, end by destroying bridges end culverts
‘behind the withdrawing friendly forces. This demolitions unit went into
ection eiding in every wey possible with demolitions the rear guerd action
which wee being fought by the 26th Cevslry, which wes also supported by
light ertillery. {%5) "Up north in several roeds and trails lesding
{34) A-2, p. 63; Correct spelling "Celumpit™, not Roelumit®, s in A-11;

(Personal knowledge of euthor); (35} A-11, pps. %8-42.
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southwerd down the wide centrsl plein of Luzon, the 26th Cavelry, Philippine
Scouts, wes fighting one of the brevest and most competent withdrewal battles
in militery history." (36) Meanwhile, a regiment south of Menila delayed
the enemy in 2 bettle east of Tisong, reorganized in Tismong, fought another
bettls ﬂnen_e the next day, and withdrew to & more secure position between
Leke Tsel and Leguns de Bsy. (See Mep C} Coneurrently, on 29 December,
Corregidor wes bombed end stmfed for the first time. In this sir sttack,
the enemy suffered severe loss of plenes from‘the defending five ‘betteries
of enti-sireraft artillery despite the feact that only o.ne of these betteries
wes aquipped with mecheniesl fuzed ammunition snd the averege expenditure
of snti-sircreft emmuni tion per kill wes 120 rounds. (37)

In the north, 2 genersl offensive wes leunched by the Japanese during
20 snd %1 December, @ double envelopment of the line wes sttempted: The
two main efforts were. dircted toward Tsrlec in the ﬁest end Cebanstuan in
the emst. {Bee Map D, Line D) 'The énemy's ground atteck wes supported
by tenks; emnd the ememy dive bomber control of the sir was virtuelly unop-.
poeed, The atisck on Cebenetusn routed the 9let Division, but this divie
sion took smother stend at Gapsn. (See Mep D) Gapen wes ceptured on %1
December, end the new defensive line was estsblished et Sibil Springs.
The other msin effort of the enemy geined only slight ground egeinst the
2lst Divieion at Terlec. The defenders? sttempt to reestsblish the east
flenk of the line st Gepsn was unsuccessful. 2nother etteck directed to?vard
S1bil Springs forced the defenders to drop back. Here this portion of the
defending line hinged their west flank on the Candabe Swemp east of the
Psmpengs River. (See Map ®) The short distance tetween the Candeba Swemp
and the Pampang;a River was jﬁ.er:h[‘enﬁ.ed. Thet portion of the line west of the
Pempengs River held the terrsin between Bamben end the norlth foothille of

Mt, Arayet to which position this portion of the line withdrew after the

(%6) &-11, p. 42; (37) -2, Mep 11.
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attack at Tarlac, (See Mep E, Line E) This was a modification of the

fifth predetermined delsying pos.ition which Genersl MscArthur had desig-
neted; however, upon consideration of the current situa‘i:icn, this posi-

tion offered better terrsin to defend then wes svaileble by holding the
ground from Bamben towsrd Gepen. "I‘he line from Bemben towerd Gapen 4id

not offer the opportunity to tie in the flsnks with naturel terrain obstaef
les ss 4id the modified position. (%8) Holding the terrain between the
swemp end the Pampengs River wes an importent task not only in keeping the
ensmy from enveloping the portion of the line esst of the river by infil-
treting through this sree which wes passsble by foot as well as by vehicle
on an unimproved road from Gapsn to the town or Areyat; but also there was

e gtructural steel bridge over the Pampengs Eiver at the town of Arayat.
{See Mep E) The Areyat Bridge did not control the flow of traffic from
Menils es did the Ce) umpit Bridge; however, possession of the Arayat Bridge
ofrez;ed the enemy s route of latersl communicetions whieh ‘would snsble

him to envelop the portion of the line west of the Pempange River. Ry
seizing the Arsyet Bridge, the enemy could seize the Calumpit Bridge

by proceeding elong improved roesds through Areyet, Mexico, snd Sen Fernendo
to the western spprosch of the Celumpit Bridge. {See Map E) By seizure

of the Areyst Bridge and by speedy actlon the ensmy could not only cut off
s1l the defending troops eest of the Pampsnge River, but would be offered
the opportunity to envelop the defsnders on hoth sides of the river sterting
2%t the flenks next tc the river. In additiom, the enemy could also seize'the
Calumpilt Bridge intact. The emmmy's seizure of the Arayat Bridge d4id not
occur becsuse the plenned destruction of ﬁha bridge wes completed prior to
seizure, (39)

(Z8) &-1, p. 11; &-2, p. 64; (39) Personsl knowledge of the terrein at that
locetion. To the suthor's knowledge, this is not menticned in any text; how-
ever the muthor chose this mhorter route from Sen Jose to Arayat in 1945.

The Arayet Bridge wes blown, According to the Filipinos on the sast benk of
the river, the destruction oeccurred to stop the edvence of the enemy in 1941.
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Genersl Jones received notice that he was to take command of 2ll
the treops eest of the Pempange River, end to evacuate all of his troops
across the Celumpit Bridge by 0600 hours 1 Jenuary 1942, Genersl Jones'
new commsnd consisied of tl;e 71st end 91gt Divisions which held the ensmy
north of Beliusg plus one regiment of the Slst Division which guarded the
eest spproach of the Celumpit Bridge from e positicn in the vieinity of
FPleridel. (See Map E) Generel Jones hed tenk end artillery support. The
9lst Division received orders from Genersl Waimwright to witﬁdmw. Through
error, the 7lst Division begen toc withdraw elso. The Jspanese occupied
Baliueg. This withdrewsl of the 7lst Division was = dangerous move to all
of the forces east of the Pempenge River since an ememy amttack could cut
the line of withdrewsl to Betamen. The erronecus withirswasl of the 71lst
Division wes dlscerned before the enemy took sction; however, snd, upon
- order, attacked to the north to reteke Baliuag.‘ (See Mop E) Tals mttack,
though not.successful in reteking the ‘town, wes guch a harﬁ blow to the
Jepemese that no further forwsrd movement was made by the ensmy until 0400
hours 1 Jenuery 1942, The delay was sufficient to ellow the remaining
troops from the south to pass across the Calumpit Bridge, thus ellowing
the Lemon Bay lending to occupy Menila. The defending froops on the eagt
benk of the Pempsnga River were withdrswn scross the river immedistely &snd
the Calumpit Bridge wea desiroyed by “Gésey's Dynamiters™, using slready
emplsced charges, when the advence guard of the .Tapamse column was on the
| bridge. By the time the Temains of the Calumpit Bridge was in the hends
.oi‘ the ensmy, other factors besring on the defense of .Bataan had trans-
pired. The remsining supplies which were not trensferred to Corregidor
and Ratasn were destroyed, The submerines of the United States Navy end
the surface fleet, less some of the PT bosts were withdrawn toward Ausitrelia,

thus removing the last method of evecuation of the defenders from Batesn
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to dustralis, The South Luzon Forece lost its identity upon pessage of the
Calumpit Bridge. 7The Jepsnese north and south units joined forces, thus
uniting the elements of the 14th Jeapensse Army, commsnded by Lisutenant

General Homme. (40)

CLOSING THE GATE TO BA'I‘AAN

As soon ss General Jomes' troops hsd successfully withdrawn mscroess the
Pempenga river, Genersl Weimmright selected the pext delaying position
slong the line Guegue-Porac where the eest flank of the line would be tied
in to @ swamp slong the Guasgua River. {See Map B) (41) Some of the troops
thet withdrew from the Bemban ares reached the new deleying position by
moving along the concrete highwey 3 to Angeles end then to the smsll "barrio®
(villege) of Porsc, Most of thé troops from the Bamban ares were forced by
the alow progress of the mdvance troops along the Angeles-Porac road and
by the desire to quickly occupy the new delayling position to move from
Angeles elong Highway 3 to Ssn Fernando end from there southwest to Guagua.
Concurrently, troops slong the center of the former line tried to move
slong the seme route from Sen Fernando to Guegus. (42) In order to complete
this move with the leest possible congestion in San Fernendo end also to
keep the enemy from interfering with the withdrawing column as it srrived
8t Sen Fernsndo, Genersl Wainwright weos forced to delsy the enemy agsain on
Highway 3 sputheest of Sen Fernsndo. . This delay wes conducted successfully

'
while the remsinder of the line withdrew snd established the selected delay-
ing 1ine to the north of the dirt rosd leading from Guasgua to Porsc, This
position provided s route of lateral communicetions to the defending forces
#8 well es deprived the enemy of the Guegua~Porsc road which would heave
served the enemy s= e route of leterel communicstions if the delsying posi-
tion ‘hed been estéblished farther south. (43) (See Mep E)}
(41} A-2, p. 66; Map 11; (42) Personel knowledge of suthor of those roads

end towns, plus informstion contained in &-2, p. 66; {43) 2-2, Mep 11.
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By 3 January the Guagua-Forac line was enveloped around the east
flenk. The defenders displeced to the rear in a three day delaying sction
with the 26th Cavalry covering the west flank of the movement. Coneur-
rently, the North Luzon Force began moving into Betean while the 26th
Cavelry Regiment, the Zlst Infantry Regiment, and the remainder of the 7lst
Divielon covered the withdrawél. The finsl deleying action of upper Luzon
wes Tought at Layac where agaiﬁ the 4efending forece was disposed between
the enemy and the road, thus depriving the ensmy of the use of the (Orspi-
Olongepo roed. (Ses Map E) Once mgain this excellent choice of s delaying
position denied the enemy the use of & much nesded route of lateral commu-
nicatione., At the same time this position blocked the enamw_ffom entering
Betean without goiﬁg agross extreﬁely rough terrein on the defenders' west
flank or through a swamp on the east flank. The enemy conducted & coordin-
ated attack on 5 January which ﬁas quickly repulsed by the rear guard at
an estimated‘cost of saven ﬁundred lives o the enemy. The resr guard was
forced to withdrew, however, after exceptionelly heavy ertillery shelling
on tha efternoon of 6 Jenuary. (44)

Concurrent with the mttack on the Guagua-Porsc line on 3 Januery, the
enemy conducted a five hour air mission on Corregidor and agein thet smell

islend bastion wes bombed on 4 Jenuery. (45)

THE INITIAL TEFENSE OF BATAAN

The withdrawel.of the deleying force merked the end of the cperations

" on upper Luzon ag weil as the end of the existence of the North Luzbn Force,
but the defense of Beteoen wes still aheed. This defense wes set up to Pro-
vide 2 mein bettle position ecross the bromder pert of the peninsula on &
line north of Abuecsy and Mauban, g reserve bsttle positicn across the
nerrowar pert of Bateen between Orion snd Begac, and a service Commend ares

(44) A-1, p. 11; A-11, p. 51; &-2, p. 66, Map 11; (45) &-1, p. .
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which occupied the lest seven miles on the tip of Bateasn. The troops
were organized into two corps. The western side of Betsen was held by I
Corps which wes commended by Gensrsl Wainwright. This corps consisted of
the 1st Division (reinforced), which waes disposed slong ths main battle
position; £he Zlst Division, which gusrded the wectarn beaches of Bataean
to prevent sn emphibicus landing; the 7ist and Slst Divisions, now incor-
porsted in the 9let Division, which, togefher with the 26th Cavslry
constituted I Corps reserve. The eastern side of Betean was more scceszible
to the enemy from the north due to less rugged terrsin, e wider besch, and
less limited road pet. For these reasons it wag considered probable that
the enemy wovld throw the bulk of the sttscking forces ageinst the eastern
side of Betsen., This major unit, II Corps, wes comrended by Genersl Parker
end consisted of the 5lst Division, the 4lst Division, end the 57th Infan-
try Regiment on the lipe. The 1llth Division guerded the esstern basaches
ageinet smphibious esseult, The USAFFE recerve, which wes being held close
behind IT Corps, consisted of the Fhilippine Division, less the §7th Infan-~
try Regiment. When the troops occupied these positions cn Batasn, an esti-
meted two thousand troops hed been separated from the mein bedy of the
defending forces and were conducting guerilla werfere in Luzon, (46) These
guerilles were able to herasss the enemy, destroy supply dumps, snd kill
meny of the enemy soldiers. (47)

&n sccount wes teken of ell existing personnel snd retions on Bataen
and Corregidor. Due in pert to some 20,000 ecivilisn refugees with the defen-
ding forces, there wes found to be & critical shortsgze of food for the conti-
ued feeding of personnel et the normel rete. General MacArthur ordered the
rations reduced by one-half and fed on a two mesl per dey schedule. The
two mesls received by the troops were breskfsst and supper. (48}

In order to determine the exsct mein line of resisfance, Genersl Homms's

(46) A-2, Mep 12, pps. 57,68,69; (47) Statements mede to suthor by many
Filipino ex-guerilles; {48) &-2, p. 67.
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14th Army begen reconnoitering the sres by sir. On 9 Jenuary, the enemy
forces, replenished with fresh replecements, esteblished contect with at
lesst three divieions slong the line., The defending forces were holdling
the 1line with three depleted divisions #nd one infaniry regiment. The
intelligence reporte concerning the enemy indiceted s forthcoming attack
en 11 or 12 Jenmiery. The enenmy wss sending false reports to J'épan to |
cover the inebility of the Japenese forces to take Luzon from the pitifully
smell and poorly equipped troop units which were temsciously holding the
islend garrizson. Furthermore, the epmemy was expected to meke en all-out
ettack to crush the aefendefs, since ths plsnned schedu_le of _conquest
which the enemy had devised hed not been met, Knowing these fects con-
cerning the enemy, Genersl MecArthur visited the front line units on 10
January end impressed the gsoldiere with the necessity in holding the pres-
ent .position. On this seme day, the enemy sttacked. The bulk of the
atteck was thrown egeinst the 57th Infantry Reéiment which held the extrenie
right of the line in the more open, level terréin. (See Map F) This enemy
ettack wees quickiy repulsed, A concentrated attack wes thrown et this
same point on 11 Jsnuary. The enemy wes badly besten and repulsed, losing
meny men. These steggering losses, the worst the Japspnese hed yeit encoun-
tered, did not stop the commitment of several attacks slong the front of
the 57th Infentry Regiment in the next four dsys. The asrtillery shelling
during this period wes perticulerly heavy on both sides. Observation
poste were sveilable in countless good locetions in these mountains. Counter-
battery fire was extremely effective. Friendly artilléry fired into the
Jepsnese positions a1l along the main line of resistence. The enemy srtil-
'lery reciprocated., Friendly srtillery won the duel, however, by neutral iz-
ing eleven enemy betteries and driving the ememy ertillery from its selected

positions. Genaral MeciArthur's genersl lose in manpower during this
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engagement wes low, despite the eggressive sction of his forcez and the
remsrkeble losses inflicted upon the ensmy in this ection. Due to the

great success of our troops at this time, Generel Mecdrthur might have

. achieved the reteking of the entire Islend of Luzon if fresh Amesricen

troops and plentiful supplies heé been eveileble., In this respect, the
epeny enjoyed a dlstinct adventege. Atitescks and counterattacks followed
each other succeszsively until certain of the extreme eastern .por.tion of
Batasn fell into the handé of esch opposing forece several times. &s e
result of this ection, the first Congressionsl Medal of Honor of World

War II wes bestowed upon an officer of the United States Army. (49)

‘THis officerts citation reads: "NININGER, ALEXANIER R., Jr.

Rank and Orgenization: Second Lieutenent, 57th Infentry, Philippine Scouts.

Place and Date: Nesr Abucey, Batsan, Philippine Islands, on 12 Jan. 1942,

| Entered Service At: TFort Lsuderdele, Florida. BRBirth: Gainesville, Georgie,

Ge Oy No: 9, 5 Februery, 1942,

Citetion: For conspicuous gellentry snd intrepidity above and beyond

‘the call of duty in asction with the snemy neer Abucay, Batasn, Fhilippine

Islends, on 12 Jen, 1942. This officer, though sssigned to another compeny,
not then engsged in coﬁbat, voluntarily attached himself to compény K, Same
regiment, while that unit was being sttacked by ensmy forces superior in

fire power. Rnemy snipers in tress snd fox hcles hed stopred s counterattack
to regein part of position. In hend to hand fighting whieh followed, Lisuten-
ant Nininger repeatedly farced his wsy to mnd into the bostile positicen.
Though exposed %o heavy enemy fire, hs continued to ettack with rifle snd
hend grenades and succeeded in destroying severasl enemy groups in fox holes
and enemy snipers., Although wounded three times, he continued his at‘l;.ac_ks
until he was killed efter pushing alone fer within the enemy position. When

hies body was found after recapture of the position, one enemy officer and

_two enemy soldiers lay dead srocund him.® (50)

(49) A-11, pps. 52,53,54; A-1, p. 1l; A-2, p. 69; Mep 13; (50) a-15, p. 271,
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Esteblishmant of contact was nbt satisfactory slong the center of the

mein line of resistence. Thie land was held by smasll detachments which
acted as outposis. The very nature of the terrsin prevented the establish-
ment of setisfectory contect end communications, hence the holdiné of the
seme lend with the normel number of men was virtuslly impossible. Howsever,
this sams fector wes considered by the defending forces in designeting
this perticulsr portion of the mein line of resistence es an improbeble
point of attack by the ensmy. The enemy, who hsd long been schooled in
Jungle fighting; preferred the jungle fighting to the open terrain fight-
ing. In this instence, the enemy wes not willing to forego the opportunity
to atteck through the jungle, for in so doing, the snemy sttack would be
canal ized down the beeches snd the more lsvel, less vegetated terrain
where friendly artillery had already registered and held good observation.
on 12 Jenuery it wes shown that this preference on the part of the Jepanese
was not eamiss when the enemy attecked the‘interior flenk of the 5lst Divi-
sion. (See Mep F) By 16 Jenuery the enmemy broke through the 51st Division
end breached the line between the Slst and the 4lstADivisions. A rout
ensued, but the retreat wes covered by the interior regiment of the Blst
Division. Concurrept with thie action, the ensmy artillery begen occupy-
ing positions between Ternate end Nalc on Batangas Peninsule in corder to
she1l the fortress islends of Corregidor, Bl Freile, Cebsllo, and Carebao
in Menils Bey. (51) (See Mep C)

By using his USAFFYE reserve, end the Zlst Division from I Corps to

counterettack, Genersl MacArthur wes sble to bring enough force to besr

in II Corps zone to resstablish the main line of registance on 17 Januery.
As & result of the withirewel of the 3lst Division, I Corps hed to redis-
pose troops for besch guard duty. The thin line of I Corps could no

longer stop the infiltretion of the enemy.’ After several days of infiltration,

(51) A-e, po 59.
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the enemy threstened énvelolament to the entire I Corps. 'Thig situstion,
coupled with the effects of the gaing mede by the enemy in an attack on
both dorps on 22 Januery, forced the entire line to withdrsw, sinee this
atteck could not be stopped despite the commitment of sll available reser-
ves., (See Map F) The necessary retrograde movement begasn on the night of
23-24 Jenusry and was completed by the morning of 26 Janusry. The enemy
closely pushed this withdrewsl and cut off the 1lst Division. Small groupe
infiltreted from the 1st Division through the lines and through lightly
held, rough terrein to rejoin the defenders., The mejority of the lat
Division rejoined in this memmer. Before they deposrted from their isel-
sted positions, however, the scldiers destroyed their own heavier weapons
and eguipment, especislly artiliery, and kept this meteriel from falling

into the hends of the enemy, (52)

AMPHIBIOUS OFERATICNS

The enemy wes treined extensively in emphibious operstions slong the
China coast snd achieved remsrkable success egainst the Britlsh in Malaya
by the use of emphibious assaults. Eventuelly, the enemy launched sam
sea borne ettscks sgeinst the defenders of Batamn. This eventuslity had
been anticipated by the belesgured force commanders, however, and a beach
guerd wes establ.ished. By emphibious invesion, the enemy desired to estab-
ligh » beechherd behind the defending forees, snd at the same time, to
capture Mariveles, the netural harbor at the tip of Bataen which offered
a good port for water travel to Corregidor. The enemy plamned not only
to cut off sny movement of troops from Betsen, but to expand the beach-
head and cepture the defenders of Batesn. On 23 January, the enpemy laﬁded
ét Quinsuan Point and Longaskewsyen Point. (See Mep G) ‘The landing forces
were contained on the smell points by provisicnal units organized es

(52) A-2, pps. 70,71,
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infentry until infentry units were placed egeinst the landing forces.
One Battellion of the 57th Infasntry {PS) 'cleared the Longsskeswayen Point
of enemy by 29 Jenuery. The 45th Infentry (PS) clesred the Quinauan
Point by 7 February. Three other sttempts to land on smell points were
tried. Two lendings were turned bsck by joint infentry-artillexfy-navy
ection. The third lending gsined = foothold on Cenas Point, but was
deferted by the 45th and 57th Regiments (PS) by 13 February. (53) (See

Map G)

DEFENSE OF THE RESERVE BATTLE POSITION

The weary, hunery, medicelly neglected, lsurvivors of the defense of
Bataen, wer wise esnd bettle seasoned, established the incomplete former
reserve battle position 28 the mein position on 26 Januery. This linms,
between Begac end Orlon, offered the adventasges of =a shérter front for
the ever-decreesing number of troops to defend ss well s less rugeed
terrsin, thus allowing the units sll slong the line to tie in the flanks
of adjecent units., An additionsl esset was the_excellant obgervation of
the enemy positions geined through use of observetion posts on Mt. Semat.
The Begac-Orion liﬁe lacked & good route of iateral communicertions. This
factor had heretofore tempersd the selsction of m deleying position. Now,
however, there wes no choice. Troops were redistributed so that each corps
would have » more even shere of the survivors, The new-main line of resis-
tznee in I Corps was held By the 1lst, 1lth, and 9lst Divisions. The 26th
Cevelry Regiment was in I Corps rererve, In II Corps, the line was.held
by the 2lst, 3lst, 4lst snd Slst Divisions; the reserve.was drewn from

the front' lire units snd held in an ares behind the center of the line,

(See Mep G) The beaches in both corps were defended by provisionel units
and troops drewn from front lipe units. The Philippine Division was desig-

nated by USAFFE as the general reserve, with the 45th Infantry Regiment

(53) A-9, p. 42; 4-2, p. 71,72,
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behind I Corps to limit any possible penetretion of the enemy. The 57th
and Zlst Regimente becked up TI Corps in the vieinity of Limey. (54)

In the lest few days of Jenusry, positive identificetions were mede
of opposition by the 16th Jepmnese Infantry Division on the west and the
65th Japenese Infentry Division on the east. On 1 Februery General Msc-
.Ar‘ghur chose not to reply to the ebsurd message sent to him by the famous
Filipino ex-imsurgent of the Philippine Insurrection, Genersl 2guinsldo.
This messege enjoined Genersl MacArthur to surrender his entire command. (55)

Only limited militery opersticns transioired for the first few days
of occupancy cof the new position, slthough the defenders scored e victory
on the Japsnese in the Battle of the Pockets. One Japanese regiment
followed closely behind the defenders when they occupied the present
battle position. The enemy regiment breached the partielly occupied
position unnoticed. Thisg enemy regiment wes discovered in resr of the
let Division on 27 January end waee conteined slong the perimeter of the \
selient by all units 1ﬁ I Corps zons, inciuding the genersl reserve, The
defending units systematically cut off smsll pockets of enemy in limited
counteraettecks and reduced the pockets. By this setion, the defenders
restored the mairn line of resistance in about three weeks with only slight
losses on the part of I Corps; the enemy suffered the loss of virtually
all the regiment, This loss on the pert of the enemy as well =s the loss
by the enemy of the emphibicus forces which were annihilated in the Battle

of the Points rsised the morale of the defenders, despite the fact that by

now thasé defenders kmew thet the Bataan gerrison would not be relisved.
This point hed been clesrly indicated by the President of the United States
in & speech delivered in Tebruary. Genersl MacArthur still firmly belisved
thet the defenders of Bateen would get relief. The Gensrsl had made thig
belief known to the troops as early aas January; Even unto the end of his

(54) A-2, pps. 70,71,72; Mep 14; (55) A-1, p. 13.
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stay on Corregidor, Gemeral Machrthur belisved thet his troops would
never be ceptured. Hleg finel helief wss thet his own depsrture hinged

on leading the relief back to Betaan. (56)

HUNGRY SCLDIERS

The food end medicine situstion becams criticsl et this time., "By
mid-Februery a typicel deily ration for one man consisted of four ounces
of rice, three cunces of meet or fish, two ounces of canned milk, four
ounces of sugar, two ounces of selt, end a share of the one cen of fruit
allotted to esch fifty men for 2 week. 4An occasional submarine srrived
et Corregidor with food, but more often the cargo consisted of much-needed
drugs snd emmunition.* (57) The food situstion was msided to some extent
by foreging off the lend. The troops increased- their diet by eating items
which they hsd naver consldered esting before they were so bedly in need
of food. The mules and horses.of the 26th Cevalry were esten, asnd so were
the few carabso that could be found within the lines. Of course, carabgo
wes a stenderd mest for the Filipinos, but to the Americens it wes new.
Additionel mest was obtained in smell amounte by cetching some fish and by
shooting monkeys and Iguens lizerds., To these mests the soldiers added the
more tasty fruits l1ike svacados, gusvas, mangoes, and papaye es well as the
less tasty fruit, chico. Normel vegeisbles were replaced by banena flower
buds from the tip of  banana stelk and by the cemote, a rather stringy,
pulpy vegetable which resembles & sweet poteto. For green food, baﬁboo
shoots were availmble. Occaslonslly cocosnuts were eveilable. However,
such food could not slway=s be found on the land. The soldiers were gener-
elly extremely hungry end underncurished. (58) Dus to the criticsl short-
ags of foad; the retions were cut from the previous one-helf standerd to
one-third on 9 Merch. (59)

(56) A-1, p. 16; &-11, pps. 60-65; A-2, Map 14; (57} a-2, p. 73; (58) State-

ment made to suthor by lst Li. Robert L. Moore, then a member of the ¢lst
Division; (59) A-2, p. 74.
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THE GENERAL DEPARTS

The morele of the enemy dropped in the last few deys of Februsry
and the first few deys of Merch due to the continved effective acfions of
the seascned defending units, such as the Bettle of the Pockéts end the
Bettle of the Points. The enemy operations slowed down to token effort
and demonstrated & defensive attitude. The ensmy's morsle wag further
demoralized by the sinking of three trensports end some smeller vessels
as well ss the killing of meny enemy personnel in Subie Bay nesr (longapo
by the remeining three or four fighter planes of the defending forces on
4 March. Consequently, the receipt of the news by the epnemy of the depart-
ure of Genersl MecArthur from Corregidor on 11 Merch, rsised the enemy
morele to a frenzy of zest. (60} 1In addition, the enemy tsunted the
Filipino people, as well ss the Filipino soldiers, through resdio broed-
casts, in an sttempt to incite the Filiplnos sgainst the Americens, that
Genarsl MecArithur hed "Deserted his commsnd on the eve of 1ts most decisive
baf’cle " (8l) This news reised the morele of the enemy immeasursbly. The
enemy bélieved thet the war wes virtually over and thet their next thrust
e (9
would truly be the last thrust of the Philippine Cempeign. The enemy,did
not know thet Geperel MecArthur departed from Corm%gidor, taking es escort
the four remsining PT boats, sc the result of & direct order promulgated
by the President of the United States; and thet commend fell into the

capeble hends of Genersl Wainwright. (62)

(60) A-1, p. 16; (61) A-4, p. 8; (62} &A=2, p. 74.
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THE EBREAKTHROUGH ON BATAAN

The enemy morsle build-up continued by the msssing of ertillery
fires for & forthcoming atiack., The incessant shelling snd the added alr
activity, alded by the addition of 40 medium bombers and new troops to
Luzon begen to weer on the nerves of the defenders, since mslnutrition
end sickness took its toll st the same time. This build-up phase for
attack continued through 27 March, as the snemy determined the next point
of ettack., The attack cam® on the mornipg of 28 Msrch when sn enemy Tregi-
ment struck the weekened, sterving, fever-ridden, twenty percent effeciive
4l st Division, but was quickly repulsed. This attack was followed by
another build-up phase of intensive srtillery and sir bomberdment which
lasted for four deys. This prepsration was intensified along the entire
line, but especially in front of Mt. Samst, the criticel terrsin festure of
the front line area. This apperent bulld-up for an attack lssted for seven
hours on 3 April. The preparstion was lifted from the front line positions
and smashed the resr instellations end units. Behlnd the lifted artillery
fire, swerms of eneny in}antry sdvanced 6n the 4lst Division. Enem& planss
entered into the sttack by conducting strsfing missions on the defending
troops. The enemy struck the 4let Divisicn and hurled this Division
béck to the reserve positions, but wes uneble to proceed beyeond thet point.
The etteck wes resumed the next dey after intensive ertillery prepsretion,
end the 4lst Divieion line wes bresched. The enemy then begen to roll up
the flank of the 21st Division znd to employ his four infentry divisions
end one armored regiment, which were slong the line of contect, to breach
the entire lins and cepture the position. The enemy atteck was resumed on
5 April end swept the 21lst Division from ite position. A countersttack by
the Zlst and 45th Reginunts end one regiment of the 3let Division gelned
no force and wes stopped almost immedistely. Continued ensmy ettacks on 6

April pushed II Corps further back. I Corps failed to give wey. On 7 April
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II Corps sgain geve way under repesnted enem& attacks and fell back to
defend the Mamsle River, Leter thet 42y II Corps sgain gave we# and took -
up snother stend behind the Alsngan River. Mesnwhile, Corps received
orders to withdrew to the south behind the Binusngen River, On 8 April

IT Corps wes holding the Lemeo River line with the 26th Cavslry, 57th
Infentry, and the %lst Infentry. The 45th Infantry wes still on the I
Corps mein line of resistence north of Mt. Meriveles. (See Mep G) Partial
evacuﬁti;n of personnel from Bataan to Corregidor was accomplished during
the night of 8-9 April by barges. Orders were issued to destroy emmunition
snd militery equipment before 0600 hours 9 April. 2t 0600 hours 9 April

gurrender terms went forth to the éenemy commsnder. (63)

PRISOIERS OF WAR
(uo MAR )

Soon after Petman fell, the enemy gmthered the survivors into &
greup ené begen marching the tired, hungry, sick men, meny of whom were
wounded, toc prison cemps on Luzon. The route chosen for tﬁis marching
column weg the mein romd sleng the east cide of Bateen. Atrocities were
committed aeminst the merching prisoners. .Thece prisoners were inade-
quetely fed, given little wester, snd little rest. {(64) At one plece slong
the route, one Americen soldler wee hanged by the thumbs for obteining
s drink of water from beside the roed, sven though the ensmy did not pro-
vide weter to quench the thirst of this soldier. (65) The column spent
one night elong the merch route in the vieinity of Guegue. During the
night meny of the ceptives in the "Desth March®™ were too tired, hungry,
end weery to go further. Meny of theee prisoners died during the night.
In generél, the deed were left by the rosdside and were buried by the
(63) k-2, pps. 75-76; (64) Statements mede to suthor at 24th Replacement
Depot, Luzon in orientation lecture concerning "Death March*; (65) State-

ment made by thet soldier in newereels in 1945; newsreel cbserved by
suthor.



Filipinos in the ditches and by the rosdside. {66) In Ssn Fernando, four
or five of the captured defendsrs of Batean were summarily shot. Their
crime wes cutting in on ceptives who hed Jspenese permission to get s
drink from = well, Meny of the ceptives could go no further from San
Fernendo, and at this time the enemy toock compaseion on the sick and
wounded and heuied them to the concentration cemp £t Camp ('Donnel. The
remsinder of the column followed to Cemp O'Donnel on foot. (67) |

In addition to the estimmted two thousand trocops who hed tsken up
guerilles werfare prior to the closing of the gete ito Batean, msny others
escepad the enemy in the collection of prisonsrs in Batssn or escaped
from the "Death March®™. These troops engaged in guerills warfare sgeinst
the enemy, disrupted supply lines of the enemy as long és the operation
continued or killed enemy soldiers individuslly or in small ETOuUps. The se
guerilles formed smell bands of men snd orgenized milifary units o dis-

rupt supply lines and to harasg the enemy, (68)

THE JATANESE STRUGGLE FOR CORREGIDOR

The enemy ertillery, which moved into position between Ternate =nd
Naic on the Betangms Peninsulms on 15 Jenuery fired more stesdlly on the
main fortress islend of Corregidor end ite sestellites, Cabello, El Fralle,
snd Cerebsmo &8s soon #s Betesn fell, The fortresses in the entrance to
Menils returned more eccureste fire, however, and the enemy batteries with-
drew to more secure, defiladed positions in the mountains neer the former
positions. (See Map C) After the new positions were occupied, the enenmy
delivered more accurste, heavier fires on the forts. TFire from the 240mm
units pleced on the tip of Betssn sdded to this bomberdment os sobn as
(66) Statements made to suthor % 24th Replacement Depot, Luzon in
orientrtion lecture concerning "Desth Mesrch®™. Graves were seen by the
author before the bodies were exhumed; (67) Statement made to suthor

by residents of Sen Fernando, confirmed by lst Lt. Robert L. Morris, a
captive; (68) Statement mede to suthor by ex-guerillas.
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the enemy brought the big guns down to thes tip of Betman. This fire wes
more devastat’ing then the fire delivered by the same enemy ertillery units
on the defenders of Batean. The 240mm units placed sufficient fire on
Corregidor slone to score en averamge of one hit per second for long periods
of time. The entire ememy srtillery present in action concentrated on the
smrll tedpole shaped island of Corregidor which is approximstely four
miles long end one helf mile wide mt its broedest point. {(See Map H) The
other three sstellite islends nser Corregidor were not large enough to
form & mejor .portion of the tsil of the tadpole of Corregidor. The guns
thet could be moved by tractor on Corregidor vlaere moved quite frequently
to evede the incessant counterbsttery fire thet was leld down by the enemy.
This method of evading the enemy sxtillery was effective. The friendly
artillery fired only approximetely twenty rounds from e=zch new position
end were then forced to move, becsuse the enemy wes sble to establish a
brecket on the gun's new position within the period of time required to
fire twenty rounds. The destruction by the enemy of the gun posit:}ons on
Corregldor wes slow. Ordnence personnel worked day end night to repair
the dsmage done end to keep the guns in opersting condition. (69) For-
tunately for supply purposes and for hospitelization, Melinta tunnel was
avsilable to the defenders of Corregidor. {See Map H) The rir in the
tunnel wes foul, but thé tunnel did offer security from the fragmentation
of the artillery shells and frem the bombs thet fell on Corregidor in the
deily bombing raids. (70)

Food wee a critical considerstion et this tims. Several thousand of
the defenders of Batasn, mewly srrived on Corregidor, drew food from these
supplies. Water beceme even more criticsl. This condition was anticipated
end weter wes stored sway in powder cens as m Treserve supply. The enemy
concentrated the artillery fire on the weter system snd did serious demage
(69) A-13, p. 12; A-9, p. 41; A-2, pps. 73,77,78; (70) A-13, p. 13; 2-2,

P ?8; .&—l' P 16.
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to this system. The enemy slso concentrated fire on the roads and the
defen.ding gun positions. Most of the defensive guns of Corregidor wers
located in open pits and were especinlly vulneresble to dive bombing and
to shelling by enemy srtillery. The main water supply for the small fortis
was on Corregidor a&nd on Batssn. Weter wes transported to these foris by
water berges. Consequently, during the siege of Corregidor, the smaller
islands needed water worse then did Corregidor. Due to constent shelling
snd bombing, the water in the powder cens gathered dust, rock, and rubble.
By the time Corregidor fell, the stored weter was scarcely fit for animsls,
much less for men. Even this foul, brackish, brine constituted only a
three day supply of weter by the time Corregidor fell. {71)

Enemy shelling continued fo incz;e&se daily, but well jrainﬁged ordnance
rersonnel kept the puns of the fortress islends returning fire in the first
steges of the siege. Early in this artillery duel the north shore batteries
of Corregidor were bemten out of their positions by the enemy artillery
on the tip of Beteaen. &4t this time the ensmy resorted to balloon observa-
tion to sdjust fire on the other betteries which were now defiladed from
observetion from Mt. Meriveles. (See Map G) &nti-sircraft fire was not
effectively directed on the belloons, however, since height finders were
seldom in operating condition. Even when these instruments functioned
properly, the communicetions sysiten ﬁas generelly out. Telephone commini-
cetions, on which the enti-aircreft guns relied, wes destroyed agein the
following dey. ZEnenmy ar'bil_léry herasced the defending a‘nt;-aircraft
batteriss deily, and enemy sir strikes were conducted virtually constantly
on Corregidor. (72)

The remaining members of the Ordnence Dspertment on Corregidor beceme
too few and too fatigued to mmintain ell the guns which received deily
demage from enemy counterbettery fire. Soms ertillery positions on Correg-
idor were destroyed ty the enemy fire, but the roving guns mainteined good

(71) A-9, p. 43; A-13, p. 13; (72) A-9, pps. 41,42,45,46.
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counterbattery fire. By 14 April, the cpen emplacements on Corregidor,
Caballo and Carsbao had been destroyed, or were delivering sporadic fire
g8 a Tesult of the enemy devastating counterbattery fire, Turreted guns
on the battleship-like structure of El Fraile, which hed & reinforced
~ concrete deck, fired continuously. These gun turrets Vfunctioned effectively
throughout the entire cempaign and coantinued to fire up until s few minutes
prior to the surrender without ever being disebled., Few men were lost on
El Fraile despite the fect that in & single day the ensmy hit the deck of
this fort with over a thousand ertillery rounds. The enemy chipped off
more than fifteen feet of the deck of El Fraile during the entire siege.
On Corregidor, the roving batteries sdopted a new technique of fire.
Two or more batteries or two or more single guns in widely separated posi-
tions fired on the sems enemy position by e coordinsted system by use of
which the defending artillery hoped to destroy the enemy without being
teken under effective counterbattery fire, In this sysiem one gun or ons
battery, depending on the situetion, fired on & target_until the usual
twenty salvos were delivered. Then this gun would move in an attempt to
evade the enemy counterbattery fire which wes calculeted to be delivered
after twenty salvos of friendly artillery fire, During the move, the
second friendly gun or battery took the seme target under fire. By this
system the firing guns would fire end move in coordinetion with each other.
This system wes not effective. The enemy hed = largexf pumber of guns with
acourately adjusted dsta which covered s given part of Corregidor at all
times. The counter messures of the enemy defeated the new technique of
fire, (73)

(73) A-9, p. 45.
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THE JAPANESE ASSAULT ON CORREGIDOR

On 1 Mey increased enemy artillery fire slong the north side of the
tall of the tadpole 1miicatad that 8 landing would be attempted slong
that portion of Corregidor. This build-up for the landing continued for
four days. On the fourth dsy, an estiﬁafed 157,000 srtillery hits on
Corregidor were fired by the enemy., On this day, Genersl Weinwright
refused an opportunity to surrender.

On 5 May the enemy incressed the ertillery fire in the build-up
phase of the ssseult on Corregidor. Intense artillery fire wes noi limit-
ed to the proposed lending site of the enemy, but wes delivered all over
the e ntire island, A concentration of enemy boats, sighted at Ceboaben on
the tip of Betman by the defenders of Corregidor, were taken under fire
by all aveilable guns. About 2200 hours 5 May, in brilliant moonlight, the
enemy spproached Corregidor in twenty steel, motor driven asseult boats.
Eech bont cerried & tank as well as infaniry with organic weapons, which
included grenades, light morters, snd mutomatic weapons. The bombardment
wes so intense that the defenders did not hear the approaching landing
perty. The enemy was sighted eventually, and a fight ensued as the Jepan-
 ese covered the last three hundred yards of water. &ll weepons wers con-—
centrated on stopping the enemy essewlt. By 0300, the ensmy effected a
lending but landed only three tanks of the originsl twenty. The enemy
wag pinned to the ground for the next seven hours. Meanwhile, early on
the morning of 6 Mey snother enemy landing perty wes beaten off by the
defenders. This lending perty turne@ back to Meriveles. (74) (See Mep G
and H)

(74) a—g’ PPSQ 47,48.
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THE SURRENDER

The enemy mede only slight edvances on Corregidor, all units, inelu-
ding the 4th Regiment, United Stetes Merine Corps, the only Marins Corps
regiment in the Philippines, rushed forwerd to take up position on the
besches along the north ehore of the teil of the tadpols. 4t sbout 1300
hours 6 Mey s lull ceme in the shelling. OQut of compession for the sick and
wounded end not wishing to have the lives of the remeining friendly troops
taken unnecessarily, Genersl Wainwright, with & psrty of Americen officers,
left Melinte tunnel to be tazken to Genersl Hommas to surrender the Islend of
Corregider. By 1430 hours, the enemy blocked the west entrance to the
Malinta tunnel. At this time Lieutensnt Colonel Theodors Kelskuka, 2
fluent spesker of Russisn, went out of the eest end of Mel inta tunnel under
a8 flag of truce to find & Russien spesking enemy to stop the firing. A few
minutes later, Colonel EKelekuks Treentered Melinte tumnel with a Japanese
mejor and a Japasnese lisutensnt. The major desired to negotiate terms of
surrender with Brigedier Ganersl Cherles C. Drake, the senior officer present,
in the ebsence of Genersl Weinwright and his party. The Iapangsa major wanted
General Drake to completely empty Malinte tunnel of troops through the wsst‘
entrence in ten minutes, despite the fﬁct that other Jepanese were firing on
the west end of the tunnel. (See Map I) Generel Drake assured the enemy -
mejor, through Colonel Kelakuks and the enemy 1ieufenant, contact agent for
the enemy major, thet Malinta tunnel would be clesred of defending troops a&s
-soon g poseible if the msjor would stop the firing. The enemy major agreed,
so the survivors in the tunnel were squeezed beck asgmsinst the walls of
Melinte tunnel to form & passageway for the enemy contact party to exit through
the west entrance. The enemy msjor emerged from the tunnel and stopped the.
firing. Malinte tunnel wes emptied through the west entrance by 1600

hours. The enemy scldiers systemmticslly gearched the survivors of Corregidor
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and deprived the survivors of jewelry, watches, money, and cther valueble
small items. (75)

Gensral Walnwright's trip to Cebcaben was a feillure. Genersl Homme
stomped out of the meeting becsuse General Weinwright dild not desire to
surrender the entire Philippins Archipeligo, merely Luzon and the islande-
st the mouth of Menila Herbor. Gensrel Weinwright hed no choice other then
to return to Corregildoer, which he did, only to find Melinta Hill in the
hends of the enmemy. In view of the situetion, Genersl Wailmwright hed no
choice other than to locate the senior enemy officer on Corregidor and to
complete:the surrender {76) by giving to the senior enam# officer present

a ®*formel recognition that Gorregidor wes in possession of the enemy®. (77)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In meking e detailed study end enslysis of the operations on Luzon
from 8 December 1941 to 6 May 1942, it is velieved that the quality of the
deleying sction fought on meny occesions by the defending forces far sur-
pessed the quality of the offensive action fought by the enemy . Since the
genersl situation in the Per East indicated ageression on the pgrt of Japan
before the first strike on Clerk Field, sll the bombers at Clark Field
should heve been moved to Mindanso, out of renge of enemy lend based bombers,
even befors 8 December. TFurther, in view of the same set of circumstances,
bunkers should have been constructed prior to hostilities, snd the use there-
of should heve been stressed and practiced. Operstional eir cover should
have been SOP for the Air Corps fields at that time, These last two points
should heve been rigorously enforced after the first werning of the sttack
on Pearl Harbor.

Gensral MecArthur's anelysis of the terrein of Luzqn with respect to
possible lending sites in the strategy of ths capture of Luzon was a

(75) a-13, pps. 12,13,64; {76) A-13, p. 64; &-2, p. 81,82; (77) &-1%, p. 64.
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mas terpiece, for the initisl commitments of the Jepsnese mss well =as the
main landings fitted Genersl MmcArthur's predetermined snslysis perfectly.

Deleying positlons thet hed a good route of lateral communications and
deleying positions that tied in to natural terrain obstacles were well
chosen by the various commsnders who selected these positions whenever the
selection of such a position was possible.

The rear guerd actions of the 26th Csvalry were well fought battles
that effectively deléyed the enemy, especislly when aided by the engineers
who destroyed bridges and culverts as well as constructed hasty positions.

The unsuthorized withdrawel of the 71lst Division from Ballaug on 31
December c¢ould have resulted in the capture by-thé oneny of all defending
forces east of tbe Celumplt Bridge.

Destruction of supplies thet could not be evacuated a5 well as destruc-
tion of all facilities thet would eid the enemy, including the dynemiting
of Cavite, and the destruction of equipment which was abendoned, as asccom-~
plished by the 1=t Division when cui off from their lines in Batesn, was
an importent duty that was thoroughly accomplished.

The removal by Gensrel MecArthur of the civil leaders of the Philippines,
from Manils to corregidor wss a wall conceived move sincs this action insured
thet these lesders would not fall iﬁto the hends of the Japanese and be held
as hostages snd used by the enemy &s & tool with which to bend the will of
the Filipino people.

Geners) MecArthur's eppeerance smong the front lime units on 10 January
1942 contributed grestly to the morsle of the fighting men.

The failure of the units slong the first mein battle position on Bataan
to tie in the flenks of the sdjacent units was a misteke that should heve
been svoided, for this error geve the enemy a soft spot that was eésily ‘

plarced.
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The defest of the amphihious cperstions sgeinst Bstesn in the Battle
of the Points by m reletively small number of menrn wes well cconducted
since sssaulte egainst the enemy landings occurred before the landing
perties could move inlend.

The reduction of the selient by use of the Batile of the Pockets
technique wees effectively conducted and reduced the sslient with little
lose of 1ife on the reducing force, but grest loss of life on the part of
the msnemy.

The reflection of victory on morale wes cléarly demonstreted by both
sides of the lims after the reduction of the salient by the Bettle of the
Pockets technique subsequent to the decisive defest of the amphibious
assculte in the Bettle of the Points.

The enemy artillery-sir build-up phase of the lest few days of the
operationé on Betasn was effsctive, especially when the planes covered the
infentry-tank tesms ms these teams followed bebind the enemy srilllery
preparetion to destroy the remeining troops.

The ectione of guerilles in heressing the enemy were valueble to the
defending forces.

Food, medicine snd drugs were conserved and stock-piled es mch as
possible in these operations, sdditionsl medicine wes brought In by sub-
merine, end food wes teken from netursl growth sources; yet these were
eritical items end were insufficient for such operstions.

The Jepenese observetion of Corrsgidor by ballcoon wae an effective
msthod of sdjusting artillery fire, At the sems time, the counterbatiery
fire ageinst the anti-eircreft batteries es well as concurrent bombardmsnt
wes en effective method of neutralizing the batteries of Corregider.

Well treinsd ordnance personnel did en excellent job in the repeir of
‘materiel on Corregidor, Cerabeo, and Cabello in almost deily repair 6r guns

that hed been kmocked out by the snemy. Treined repsirmen to place guns
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beck in opersting condition wee an sscet to the defenders.
Open pits were not good emplecements for ertillery, but were a handi-
cep since these gun pits were necessaerily fixed and could not move ashout

and develop deception 23 did the roving pieces and bstteries. At the seme

time, the pits were subjectsd to heavy fire which eventuslly nsutralized
g1l these pits. '

The turreted guns were especially suited to the siege type of fighting
end were ebls to withstend & tremendous amount of shelling.

The communications system on Corregidor was inddequately protected om
top of the ground. Deeply buried lines would not have been broken deily
by the enemy shelling. |

The water supply on Corregidor wes not sufficiently securs. As
water iz one of the neceesities of life, a safe, certain, protected method

of supply and storage on Corregildor should have been provided.

LESSONS

1. Orders from s military superior must slweys be strictly, promptly,
and fully exacuted. ‘
2. The cevalry mission of a rear guard ection is still a good cevalry
mission and cen be capebly discharged by cavslry units.
\ Mh ,,AU \3. Military unite defending on ths rield of battle must aluayl secure
\ o "fl - {heir flanke on naturel terrain obstacles when such obstecles exist.
J""ﬂ’" ' 4. In _military opsretions, e good route of lateral communicetions is
R necessity. This factor must bs considered by a commander before a position

A Y
ig selected.

5. A Commender must elways criticslly anelyzs the terrain he holds
and determine the best method of attacking this terrsin. From this spelysis,
the cormender will slso be sble to determine the countermessures he must teke

4in the event of en attack.




6. The destruction of bridges and culverts in front of en advencing
enemy is &n effective meens of dlowing the edvence of that aNBmy.
7. Military units on the field of bettls should withdraw_ only upon
order, snd shovld not take the suthorized withdrswal of an édjacent unit
‘as...pe.zh'mission for the withdrswal of the entire line,
B. All supplies, instelletions, mnd fecilities thet will eid thas
enemy in any wey must be destroyed before they can fall into the hands of
that enemy, unless these items can be evecunated to meintain or comfiort
our own troope.
9, Civil lesders of a country should alweys be evacuated with tile
friendly or ellied country's army to prevent these civil lefaders friom
felling into the hands of the nemyf:;e‘,:l,d as hostage, andf\i‘gg?i by the
enemy to cosrce the eivil leader?s’psople. |
? : 10. The presence of a high cormender on the field of battle wWill

impress the troops of that{ command.

37 S/
f_’{'. W,‘u‘; 11. The flsnke of all units deet-alwseys be tled in with sdjecent

units to preirent the enemy from msking a penetration beiween the units,

_~——12. Beach defense is an effective countermeesure for emphiblqus

k ssseult. £

e e
12, A sslient in & line csn be reduced with e _low lozs of men by

methodicelly cutting off s smell segment of the salient in a limited

attack snd systematicelly reducing the segment.

14, Victory has s definite effect upon morale.
15. Infantry-tenk tesms, supported by artillery and eir missqons
constitute an effactive striking fm:‘c.e'.
l6. Numerous,' adequste obser\ration posts can be loceted in moumtainous'
terrain.

17, TFresh troops are essentisl in an extended campaign.
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18. Adeguate Class V supplies are essentiasl in a campaign.
19. Sufficient food, medicine and drugs are a necessity in any

campeign.

W‘l 20. Aggressive action is effective.

21. Exploitetion of = breskthrough can defset defending forces.

22; Observation by air is an effective method of artilléry adjust-
ment, -

23, Ordnance repeirmen sre a mecesgity in s campeign, especially in
e siege phese.

24, Open pits for guns are not effective emplecements, end can be

- reduced by plunging fire apd bombers.

Lt

25, Heevy guns used in defense of e fort must always be empla_ce;i in
canpletely enclosed ‘turrets.

26. Communidetions gystems must always be under ground, where possible', ;
to protect the communicstion lines from snemy ertillery and eir bcmbard.mant;

27, Netive guerillss from among the inhebitants of & country consti-

tute effective hersssing troops ageinst an enemy.
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