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8TH INFANTRY XHN( 1044

“IN TEB LANDING AT UT
o NORMANDY oxura:
(hrtonﬂ. ‘experisnce of & mﬂulen ﬂ-&)

This monograph énﬂrg \‘tm‘é aﬁ‘eutiuna of -the“2nd~nn;~.* |
Btk Inf, 4th Inf Diviasion from 5 .'Nne throuch /4 J'uno 1944 to
include lon.ding of personnel on assault trmuporta in nncl.inh
porte to seisure of the French town, Ste, Mere-Eglise, (1)

In order to better understand the baokground and tr#i‘hins
sf this Battalion, 1t will be necessary to go back to 1 June
1940, S

Onoce again war olouds gathered over Europe a.nd 1t beoame -
| HeBesuavy ¥y iﬁéi‘aass e b;ne of h;e urmeu forcea of the
United States., As a part of this expemaion the 4th Diviaion
‘was reactivated on 1 June 1940 at Fort Benning, Georgia. It
was composed 1n1t1a11y of the fallowina unitu the 8th, 22nd,
and 29th Regimentsj the 20th, 29th. 42nd, and 44th Field |
Artillery Battaliona; the 4th Quartamaater Battalion: the
4th Signal Company; the 4th Reoonnaiuanoe Troop; and the 4th
Headquartere and Polioe Company. (2)‘ | o

~In- Augu% 3046 ‘me“m‘viaion wl.s selected as @i’ experfmntﬁ
unit for the development of tactioa demonutratod by the aarman
“blits throush Bolgium and Frnnce. a.nd »—deaignated the 4th mv.t-
. 'sion (Motorised). I.ater in 1941 andl ?;ter oufﬁcient equipment
“had bean aecured the :Divluion wau rod’eusnuted u tho 4th
“notoriled Divia!.on. (3‘”\\ " ‘ :




mover ml wai thc timt in - nriu of -tu.u;

koyt 011 min aware or ‘the noeaantty ror tutlnniva trnining.:_

| The Dlviaian ezpcrianﬂad &&u aeeona Faige: ulort rar cvtr-
‘uu mnnmcnt on 25 Decomber wm, nﬂar lmd'.lnca mrc made 1n |

| ‘Afr:lu in- tho prcoadins month.‘ In m-u 1943 L3 pormmont |
change of station wua orderad--!brt Dix. New Jorney. It*uua-u
here the Divieion wao reorganizod a8 tha 4@h Ihfantry Division, 
in -which form 1t rqmuined.‘ , | |

| orly in Geptember 1943 the. Diviaion vas lent to Oump
 Gordon Johnnton. cnrubellc, Florid . o

2 Kb .A!‘l_1,)ll Ao H "

| “trninfng wag' undergoue; | |
| cnce acain alerted for ovorseaa movemont. the Diviaion
ahirted to Fﬁrt Jaokson, South carolina. where final adminia-
trative udjuatmenta wera oampleteda (6)

| As the yoar 1944 opened tho Diviaion.moved to Camp Kilmer.
‘New Jersey, & ataging area of tho New Ybrk Port of Embarkation.
‘This nlert was tho ”real thing" and on the morning of. 18 January
'1944 the Division :put to- .u; on 29 J’a.nua.ry the convoy la.nded |




mm nu mo mvuma ‘Veloomed- tﬁitt&nm to m: mnr m
~~mwﬂ,§m ot m;- 708h and Y484k Pank- mmatm. Ahe B8t
Aymored rxexa Artillarv Battalion,: th- 1loeth.1mginaer Group.

. the SVVth Anti-;irorntt Artillery (Antennttu‘vb‘pona) aa&tnlxon.
a'"itn ehemmal Battuxon hotonm. ‘and (Be S01st et 895 |

' Tank Destroyer Battalions, which would be W uu"d\xﬂ\aé”"‘”tho’ ~
‘ascanlt and in some owses for months thereafter, Ybr7tho \
adtusl sssault the lst Brgineer Special Brigads would aupport tha
Divieion. (9)

-Tha?geographical featurea of theirrcnoh cotentin“pbninsulu»*

_@fgf* uhieh the aeseyzt azgnanta were tn Qparatgwarg Qn foliowss
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Dominant terrain feaxurea of the south cotantin 13 the

Douve River which along with its prinoipal tributary. tha
uerderet. drains the major portion of the peninaula flowing
south and southeast to the Bancs du Grand Vey, The two rivera
brcaden’out inte flat bﬁttom lahda and\ﬁaxahea near their
mouths. (10) | | -

‘, Aleng the east coast 1s & belt of flat bottom 1and saveral
miles wide, and from the Bancs du Grand be to Quinaville 1is

:-an 1nundated area parallel to the beaoh, oroated by bloeking o
A‘of seven or eight emall streams with exita about 50 yarda 1n  ‘U

'rear of the beach. This reaulted 1n~dhallow»floodins,ofyan‘
'hfﬁré' b; ane-or“fﬁﬁ*“fib““iﬁ %f&%hﬁ“““‘““




hha ﬂcodod arsa by appbmimﬂuly ono root. but Wh!.ch oould
e Qaaily obntruohnd by road blooks o dtmolxbionl.‘ (18)

© %he beach itaslf between the Bancs du Grand v@;wa*mm,;
€11%e is powposed of sompact grey sand between high &nd :‘.;6% )
water marks and is a smooth beach with a shallow sradiont.‘,»
D&raét access to the beach s hindarad only by tha Ialaa of
Marcouf, The beaoh 1is bapked for nearly 1o,ooo‘yurda by "
magonry aea wall from four to eighb‘raot‘high; aStfpng'vinda
have driven sand againsﬁ the seaewa11 faoaain many places form-
1pg an earthen ramp to the fop,,wh1oh‘had afiire fohoe?k'Bahind
the’wail, sand_dunes;flo to‘zovraafjhigh,laitondaﬁlinland
from 500 to 1,000 yaifda and beyond them begin the in‘undat“ed f

\
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East of the inundated area’ towarda Bto. Mara-Egliae the
ground rises gradually and 1s divided into small fields bound
by hedgere ap roxima taly ;eet high and 4 to 8 éeu*th;en
or rock and earth construction.

Utah Beach differed from Omaha 1n that the terrain along
the shore was not h13h° there was no dominating ground to
asaault andaseoure., The biggeat problem was: the 1nundataa
area. (14)

ENEMY SITUATION

Taking advantage or natural torrain obstacles, the Gormans

'fonms.~ Sinoa tho beginning*of 1944, oonatruction activity had '




f'ba:*rs.chde-uko g&tes umtruntsd of :tni wgma sad plates
- whioh were mountod on mun ronora. Scattoma throughout and
méhorod to these aba%mus ﬂi‘% mui-taa}: HRd-antinpersonel
’tminea. These obataclea wura deaigned to pravent ianding

‘oraft from approaching bhe i beach during hizh $23s &5 32 8
cauuing c‘gj‘gu_,altliea to those who dured iry Temoving the shatacles
in order to allow linding oraft to beach sussasarully,. {18}

Defenses immsdistely behind the beach along the sea wall

consisted of pillboxes, tank turfatn'mougtod on concrete
structuras, riring tréndhaa, and underground ghelters con-
nected by tranches and protscted bfnﬁa?hgéiwzre, mines, and
anti-tank ditches. Concrete inrantry stroﬁg points provided
mutually aupporting anu inter;aasing fire ovar heaches and
exits, Some strong pointd Were aFrmeY Witk Goun PIawltadss e

mobile'fleld artilleryvpioces which ;upported rlres of the

11?&32:3‘; autamgtic~!gapenai. Such a streng point was located
at St, Martin de Varrevilie. Increasad acbivity slong the

west in this ares may be comtributed to Fleld Marshell Rommel’s
inspection in December 1943 and Januery 1944, Aerial photo- |
Rréphs‘disciésed nbw casdmata‘f un emplacements being con-
structed as well as open fiold"battory omplaeuments being pre-
pared. (1?)

Distances betweon fixed inrantry defonses were. greater on

i ey 4'»~-«.-

Utah‘Beach than anha Beacn o the east,:greb&bly bscanse the




artillery bﬁtt.&&.s. the moat formidable being those of
Crishesq and St Marbin de vm-evana. Hare ﬂm .mawma
nsdiua salldbar guna wers prodeciad by dohorete rorta and

25h%3d %0 cover the beach appramches and tha henck ar3ag,

ol
L T4

¥stsrial gethered by Inteiligence indicated thgt‘the  )
German 709 Division was known to contain a lqrgQ ﬁeréehtagglor |
roreign;rs and was disposed generally along‘the east coast of;
the peninsuls, aome of its units manning the beach derenses.'
In additicn tc the organic Fleld Artillery of thé Ihf&d%ry
u;?iSiOn, the snemy had various naval coast artiliery and
£lak battaliocns, and the cocastal uniis ﬁefé‘ﬁhoughk to have _
bggn~ggr- nethapad b oelemsnbs. sl %ha.awﬁu kﬂﬁkﬁuaxﬁ%%Mw*\'“fﬁwf“
Battalion at Carentan, (19) |

Due to absence of Panger units, larger than ba*tal
‘;i;e; 1%t was net anticipated that armored ¢aunterattaoks wou;d
impede the advance of assaulting troopa.. Based upon intelli-
gence material, the enemy was estimated to ba;eapablq,_ rirat,
of & rigid defense of the beaches;.mﬁnning‘theiooaétal f@rﬁi-A”
Tications =nd sbs%seiesiﬁith’thé'Zgg'Divisian,aﬁdfvafidus\"

artillery and flsk units; second, of raénro‘rcing the 709

Division with alemants of the- 245 Division which was located




v“;'Aaompbud or Mat &nrlmtmy bnttnnom, ‘one. uotor:l.nd, md |
lg,“pommr mlmemm of tanks. The §1 Pivision oeoupm

: ._v.‘;vpnuta.onn tn‘,ihn rnr nr hhqp _g___mvauon. Ivn miuuion

C Apparantly was ‘Jhe derense of poutes: c!‘ 3?9#6833168 6
French porh or chorbourg. Both thc 91 nnd 901 Dhrtni ona !gy_u_u
part er the x.xxxrv Gm'm. (21) | S e
' With added onomy doronnivo ltrongth of the Peninsula, 1t
 became more 1mportant ‘than ever for the ueaborno ‘elementa to
secure rapidly & deep beaohhead to hold agninst oauntorattaoks‘
in rorce. or equal importanue was" tne need ror a swifu drive
through- carentan to prevont tho onomy rrom destroying the

dams in the area oontrolling thn 1nundgtign3;along the Douvs ‘

hRivar. (22)
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TH INF&NTRY DIVISION PLAN

Major General Raymond O. Barton, Gommanding General or
‘. the dth ﬁ1v1=ion, receivea tne VIT borpa eréer agglgnlng the f;f
4th Division the mission of assaulting Uta Beach on—u-Day at
- H-Hour to establiah a beachhoad. Ho then directed that tho
~Diviaion would 1and in o column of reaiments with the. 8th

',Infantry roinforcod, landing on Dsnav, H-ngr, relle:ed b- .

the 22nd and 12th Inrantry Reglments, rospactively. (23)
BTH INFANTRY Assnunm “LAN '




i m- :'md aawmon on me 16Tt was to land HeHour on
fnoaeh Uhnlo Rad qnd rudnno bounh dcrhnnta. thcn turn aouth
‘and ﬂutmy .n .nm !.nttnnltionu pu\nn to the besoh
to Gausewsy #. “Upon seisure ar aawmy f, drive 1nland
-?ana caﬁhur& Ls Bout ds la Villa ana protoot thg 1.rt rlank

of the rsginont. (25)

The 3rd Bmttmiion of the SBnd Infeniry Regiment, whiech
'iéstattachod,té the 8th Regiment for ths landing, was %o
follow the lst Battalion and land on Beach Tare Green, turn
| nOrth and raduce beach defenses parallel to the beash and
‘oapture Quinsville. (26)

The 3rd Battalion of the Sth Regiment was e fellew the
‘2nd Batbtalion landing on Beach Uncle Red abresst the 3rd
,Battnlion, 22nd Infentry, and drive inltnu over: ban;etny-ié

ano. eapture Zes Forges. (27

ASSAULT PLAN AND BRYEFING OF THE 2ND BATTALION
‘Phe day, Z1 ¥sy 1944, fownd the £nd Bn., 8%h Inf., in-

~¢closed in é sﬁﬁsagé-shape marsha;l ng area at Torquay, England.
with‘a.étrict security seal around it, which would reméin
| unt¥1‘*bebbattalian departed for the amb&rkation point, (28)
| ' S8ince the 2nd Bn. ‘had been 1ncreased in size by'many
attachments, 1t was now designated as the 2nd. Battalion Land-
'1ng Team (BDT2), consisting of the following: 2nd Bn., 8th

‘Inf. Regiment, Go, B (4.2), 87th Ghamical Hbrtors* Cn. 4,




| ‘The bnom.nc ot‘ ommy tnd nuohnd \m:w oommaorn
“was about &o bog&n. BLIR cbmmmdar. Ool.omi owuon 0
NacNeely (now Mni‘om hhon m:. Oolm&al) uom wi’eh the
Battalion Executive mrnoor. a-.s, s-a, and. oPomMonu Borgnnt
“"had been briefed. by'hlghor hoodquarterl throo wookn pvior to
entering the mnrahalling aroa.o Wibh‘hhia‘advanoe 1nrormat3an
Lt. Col, MacNeely had rormulabod his assault plau and was now“
ready to issue his oxder and at bho namo time brior hia
subordinate commanders, Under his suporviaion‘o war room'had
been oatoblishod within the marahalling area by the 8-2 and
Cpevatlions Sergeant, This room was oquipped with aorial
photographs, map overprinta (with detail enamy deronses),

and a sponge rubber relior map, All 1nrormn+| 55???:~1=3:mﬂp

pnemy fieoepa.and ssbd ‘Fh““l*fi?'?‘ "4 10-‘%‘“
\gbla for theif use, (29)
Upen. order of BLTQ commander & meskling wﬂov; il 5 o
the Iollowing personnel: mambars or the Bat alion otaff, o
Artillery Lialson Orfleer.'offioers of Naval Shoro Fire )
Control - ?arties,'commanders and oxecutive orfioers of
companies organic withln the Battalion, and commanders of
wattached units, (30) B MA‘ e o R o el ‘o o
Arter 1ssu1ng aerial photographo and mapo of Utah Beach,i,
“Lt. Col. HacNeely spenb approximately” o hours in‘brief"ng'fﬁ

O i oy

the group‘,ﬂooi:




!.‘hh Battuuon nrmmg vm;h Buwulon Lmdlng !‘m lro.
,000 nrdl to :Hu ngm ﬂ.ll ltnd D-Dny. B-Houn, on Bnoh
Uncle Rod *ith twn nnmunh u - ah weg,_ a“* gaiga La Bgut d‘ 1;
Vlllh. ﬂo. E on tho right wiﬁh lat Plntoon, Go. ;| (HIB)
lttaohod. und ono Naval Shore Fire . control Plrty Iandlns 1n
wvr & Will reduce beach resistunce- um npn un'anv,u'
fihiin&; Upon: reduction of- atrons poiﬁ-a ‘i,~#%, and- #5, vns
oompuny will move aouth to seoure ‘and eroas canz-way a, anﬂ
continue advance 1n1and and capturs Le- Bout de la Ville, (32)
Oombany F on the left with 2nd Platnon, Co, B (AMG) |
sttaa ea, -.d ne Haval Tire uontro; rnrty lau&ing in fivo ‘
LGVP'; will ‘reduce beach. rasistanoo and move airootly inltnd.
Thoy 1111 assist Co. E by rire An reduotion or Strona Point ia;

Nty

g&nﬂ - &““&éh m&?a *ﬂﬁﬁh V;ﬁﬁﬁﬁ&g"_

sacura and oross Causeway #1._ Continue advnnee 1n1and and
assist in eapture of Ls Bout de la yills. =
qupaniea G and H (» ) with 1st. and 2nd Piatoon, Co, A,
257th Engineers, in fifteen LGVP'a will conatitute the 2nd

‘ Wave 1and1ng H { 3. 00. G move uouth along soa uall and '
reduce all strong points along water front to Cauaewny #1,

then folLow Co. E over Cauaoway to tne battalion objoctivo.‘

e I PR




as 300n thersaftsr as possidle end mssist assault compantes
in udﬁaihg atmonig pcinim “Upen ardasing Causeway #), |
assenble in Pouppeville and awalt Turther orders from BLIS
Commander. (38) |
Bn, Hg. Go. (=) and Go, B, 70th Tank Bn,, &z f5ur WVPis
and eight LOT's oonatituting the third wave will land at
B & 15, caﬁmunicationa Plétuan, Hg. 00e, willi lay wire 1line
from beach inland over Causeway #l to Bn, objective, Initial
Bn. CP to be established east of Causeway Wl. Two men from
Battalion Intelligenca Secticn will be attached to Co, E and
F, respectiﬁely,‘with.mission of sontacting and informing
BLT2 Commandsr of progress made by aasault companios upon
.Mxns a.amung, . (,"5(5! BT T LR B A
Upon landing Go. B, 70th Tank Bn,, will proceed 1n1and :
and assist Companies E and F in reducing strong pointa #2, #3, .
#4, and #5, Cross Causeway #1land assemble in fidinitykbr
Pouppeville. Be prepared to continue attack to the.éast‘on
order and assist in capture pffbattélign 6bJective. ~(57)‘
When landing craft of assault companies arglwith1n>
200 yﬁrds of beach, company commanders‘will ’1rezleck smokq -
rockets as signal for. naval ~un rire to lift from beaoh
.T‘targets. (38) | o g A
Efrﬁ“ﬁommander with two staff officers (S-S, 8-2) and

. £ ik O 8 e BV

' their enlisted assistants riding in the Froe boat will land e
H- + 5 or as soon thereafter as. posuiblo. Upon 1and1ng BLEQW o

JCCOmmander vill follow advanco or Gompany G. (39) ‘ .




B, *-nunttien und P&oneer Plnboen will oolloqb !h&ﬁ lm-
mwttion and make 1t available bo the 81 MM -Nowtor- rautooﬁ. :
~ With the tiri% phnnn or orienbution oompleted; ihe =
Mbrletins ooutinued down through the ehnin or oommand until
each aeldier know every detuil thnt misht 1n£1uonoe hie‘fT

‘aetion a3 an individual or as a mambar e his group.\ Briar-

ing was so thorough squads had selested the lpeeirie ditehes
or other covered routes of ndvunee it would uae 1n redueing
certain strong points, (40) | |
|  MOUNTING THE OPERATION
From aaﬁaavy uhreugu M«y 1944, uhs intene;ve urainihg

echedule of the 2nd Bn., Bth Inf,, included a twe-week period
at an. aasaelt traininﬁle'

'uéi‘ E.nu 5. sgrles ﬁf fd.n. 33510 -
= o1l .*razning "

-aperauiens on Slapton- Sands;‘Ehgland.‘ 
new techniques of landing and aaaaulting rortified positiona N
‘were learned and eppliedﬂin Bﬂceeedingeexerciees., (41),,‘5‘
"Eaeh move to the peftawfe#'ﬁheeeﬂreheersels'he&;beeh s
made under“complete*securityirestriotione.:-The.rinéitmeve
'during the third weelt of uny dirrered in no essential feeture_
-frem thoae made previously. Yet, every man realized thie e
time he would not make a "dry run.el (42) ; | | |
| on the third da.y of June’ 1'944, Bm )of the' Bth Inrantry




-:tm:.am hosoihu- as 8 t!.shtlua tSoan- undw the capable guide
‘ance’of the Battalion Commander cosdlned with the thorough
Vuu.rang of ‘the comlng. operation caused sech man to Teel What
'Vnothins oaula pr.vcnt ﬁﬁ!e rram aaaamhi shing ivs ussigned
.\Iiﬂliﬁns {43}y | ' R
'l‘ha morning =f 4 .',.... 1944, BT vegen the mareh from
't~ mariﬂi;11ng area to the loading hmrua in Torqusy. Sore
‘ troopa and vohiolea were loaded aboard the APA Baanot, which
~was ons of four APAt's aasigned tha task of tmsporting
uui:l’t.troop’s‘ Sinultlnooualy. in othar Seuth Enzland porss
BLTS, Bth Inf., began loading on aaa Beyrield, RT3, aE
%nf., on APA mcmm, '1".11& BI:TS, 22:1& Inf,, clinbsd aboard

‘APA Enpira Gaunlet.
| w;_th BL'rs e_;“jj;',‘n

*&Etnlv 3, Rﬁﬁ b? 1".*30, 4 ., T

officera ‘and enlisted men 'bagan to 'onder whan the 8 1gnal
to sail would be givqn.rlpg;ingutgigAga;;euswwa;t word wae
passed that the date ;gzst;ﬁi-;siy set had been 5 June but this
wé.s con‘tingent. on early\mernh{xg light and tidel conditions,
' It‘had'bean deoided that the approach should be.eo#ered-by
- darkness, but that the landinga wers to be made. 13 3ayaignt
‘to zivn assault *rsaps visual“nombing -and observad naval
fire support, (44) | | | |
| Poor visibility and & heavy sea ma.de the invasion

‘;a'ctempt too risky and D-Ba iaa, thenetora s poatponod 24

: "hours .




Bou.vor. thnao erutt were unntnebod, raelllod, thd5nn6h6ri&*5

atmnpprﬁzthatilvf‘lbo ho“ra B :un.;"ara g&w Allil.d

xor sés trnnaport crou. 80.000 yurda orf Bouoh Unelo Rod._‘ -“
staopers of tho lith and 18th: Iineswsopar ?Iotiflgg had: clearedm

‘&-oor® 1&&3 acreas tne £ield on ﬁnraonnot Bo.nk m had marked
ths channal 'ith rad and green ligm:gd dtm bueye; ( 46)
At 0200. AEA Barnet pasaed the marker ahip aﬁ the entrnnce!

.%o tha $ranspory area and dropped its unehor 1n 1ta uaigned

*:?vﬂ‘?“,'as"'-fi;?‘-’{g . «.é?%,,’:-n-“ : =eth ﬁ&héﬁ--

?ﬁlﬁ—.—uf"ﬁ.ﬁv 'rask Forca was

: approacning the transport area tha rirst blows to the weat

‘wall came from the-air. In order to doceivo the onomy con-




bﬂrsob nrna.‘ Bntwaon thono bumblngs name hhe ntill moro > ,”
t°111n3 ‘”*“°“= fﬁam """ the air by airbcrna“ tanty
: Azqavu # Aq§A“Um” “ ; \;

whioh had a diroot boaring on the asaault from tho nou wau
generally ‘as rgllowa: 1018t Airborne'bivigion would bogln
dropping at H - B houra, seizo the four exita...that 1a, the
western ends of the oauseways...rrom the . 1nundated area west.f
of Utah Beach between 8t, Martin da Varreville and Pouppe- .
ville, thus dastrovinz the snem 1;_ ggndarv henah dgfggggg.
After being relieved by the 4th Inr. Division, “the 1018t |

Atrborne Division.would eizo carentan. (49)~ e

A r.nﬁ mm?\‘?#" 5 "hﬁ A;

‘penihgﬁiguféém the southeast by destroying bridgea at

Pont L'Abbe and Beuzeville la Basti’le anr1 sasuring bridoe-

heads across the Merderet--openinga throm@mwtﬂsh.the 4%h |

Division 1nfantrymen-wcu1d pass end Jump orr to the north—' J‘

weat (50) | fj,vgtp~;;&“”‘ '
AMPHIBIOUS LANDINGS BY ASSAULE FORGES

Beginning at. 0200 hours one standing on deekrof APA :f 




“with the Bu. Commander and his wﬁ.‘:x, r#n«ie.* ALter the
ft'f.;ln;rer. IOVP's siroled the trensports awalting the order

- "vo ronuazvnua.v Enuh m huddlaa in iﬁ.a tiny aphce in thal

: nttle nrart rooung aiok and more nnoonrmsab‘ a3 She rough
vsoa‘madg«thn'boat rise and f313 tith the surging waves. The
_60ld 821t spray had drenched him to the skin,

At H - 40 (0550), warships of the bombardment group bégan |
firing on eﬁemy shore batteries. A few minutes later 986
Marauders of the ninth Air Force drepped 4,404, SSD-pound
bamhe on s3ven vb;eeslvas on the bssoh exkending from St,
Martin de Varreville to Beau Glllot, As assaunlt eraft gharted

for the beach, 5 rire support craft units,,gg _gt**—’:fisséu

g N A : S AR

?yﬁ%xoﬂg;y equipgeﬂ ‘*a&ing crarts, bogan tho process of beach

s

drenching, Seventeen of these crafts mounted rocket launchpra,
‘and discharzed f?gir'fbé%é%é when tﬁeﬂfifét éa%#s bf assault
craft were still 600-700 yards from shore., (51)

One of the earliest mishaps caused the immobilization
of one of the control vessels, At approximabely 0455, Groen
‘Beach Primary and Secondary Control Vesﬂe’s left the trans-

poru area for the beach. The Soeondary Control Vessel for

'Red Beach fouled her screw on a dan buoy and was unable: to .




| !:ho tieat nvo aonunod or no mvm. eanh nrrﬂm
M assanly’ ‘teans. rwn *.-.ho 8th m«mw. '.l'ho 10 anru |
“Sn the right Were to land on Tare Green: whiln uhe 10 orafta
‘on the left hmd 1 600 yards. furhher aeuth) urricd ﬁrooplv-w’.j:'

of ma inkended for Uncle Red Beach. The entire op‘uution‘

‘was timed against the bnuuhéovm of tha finb anaulh-ﬁvm
thiah was aehedulad to take plaoe at 9630. (65)
 Wave No. 1 arrived ut the llno of doparturo on timo md ‘
was diap&tchod t:owarda the boaeh. -When LGVP'u were nbout | |
2 000 yarda fronm ahoro ’ enemy artillery took them under ﬂra. :
A rew enemr planes appeared over the- area buh were quiokly
dostroyed or ohued off by our alert air oover. Wil.th tho

rht azmm!.h wave. @ppmmntnjy*ﬁm mrﬁa em‘ ,‘.\_'hm-e t-'n '

’“"\"LGT's with rookots mounted‘ openedufir; upon boaeh dofenso'smw.h
and oontinuod until landing craft had touehed down. Snoh
'elose suppoa:-t cauagd sgme rounde (ra.lling -hort of thair
mark) to land among our asaaulting trocps. Within' 200 yards :
of the beach asaault company commanders rirad their black *

smoke rookeps as & aignal for naval r:lre to 111'1:. , Howovor,




"~1'10' wulk Thin phyliun; han&iunp‘conbineu
“nking the beaeh and leu 1111.

| : 3 u,ﬂenemy nrt&'tlery r:u-.“ beg

g,%ﬂirla “and anti-tank ‘guna

p 3

eYEnem# treaﬁs manning mnehi

~ﬁahae beddversd r*am the terr;rio Aerial- bombnrdnont ind naval

‘i ¢un tire nnd now 1ey down their eurtein of defensive-rires

L;over the beaohea. These fires Gook their tell in- .a-aa_-_
: bub did not ltop the determined aseault compeniee. Asaauit
‘teama of Company F quiokly redueedvtwo plllboxes guarding
‘an’ exit through the sea wall 1ead1ng towards Gausewey #2,
while other teams scaled une sea wall and neutrali.ed pid,—
-boxes. (54) ~~~~~ L -
d N At thls point it was apparent bhat BBTZ hed landed conw
‘dfggidorably souun oi the pl&nneu usach. V°LE°‘-heulé ‘hava hit
':Uhcle Red Beach opposite Exit #5. The rirst BET"ns supposeu““f
5;9;1gnd;direet1y opposite thn atrong noint at St. Martin de‘
”evafrevilie. The 1andings, how&Var, wera made aatride Exit ;2
about 1 500 yards south.A (55) ’
COmpany E, moving abreast of Cempany ,‘sca’ed the sea

" wall and quickly reduced atrong points to 1ts. front and

‘M;pushndfinland. So rapid was the advance many enemy tankettes’

‘5were captured before theylcould be employed against ‘the on=

w]rushing 1nrantrymen. (56) ‘:.fﬂa”f"




lnd §ﬁih 1n1|nd; o | S

: ""‘*”'ﬁnnpany (3 hnded et H & s But 1vs prosnu \uu nww »
thun‘ﬁha% ﬁr nwﬁpaa&ae g3 snd ® due o 1nereaaed necuruoy tnd
“veiume of eﬁemy«arttilery Pire i;qaa the benuh.‘ In lpite or
thil ceupuny [ begnn 1ta attaek nouth ulong the sea wall |
te-afda caueewny #1. 68)

The Engineere Plntoons ltnding with- Oompany e} loat no o
time in olearing a Bouynrd gap in the banda of beach obeteolee
aad blew a gap in the aea wall to nllow tnnke to pulh 1n1and

in- snppo*t of the 1nrentry.” (59) ‘
| DD tenks launohed 3,000 yarde off shore were nlow 1n o
arriving due V0 - the heuvy sea- end poor muneuverabillty.‘ Bj

Lvenmor the:'i%hﬁ %ank“

;oo sthore: nnq%engagingmw

Yt |-‘uqq‘>‘\«“« P

‘yenemy'pillboxee.A One tenk waa eunk‘en route‘to'the beaeh.
(eOJ . | |

“Lt. Col. MaoNeely (BLmz commande-) with hie boac ueam
1anded at H + 7. He realized immediately that the BLm had B
1anded eouth of tha designated beaoh, thererore, he contaoted

| Brig. Gen. Rooaevelt. Upon dieoneeing bhe sibuation thef?~~

deeisian was reaehed to reduce all pillboxas faoing the _Aﬁef

battalion and continue fith the origina :miselon.‘ Lt,rcolc

w\m PR,

and firé&%e& e a@ewdﬂmate




'frire rrum,nn onemw groupgﬁoatimatod to ba ariquad)fplnned
‘ﬂhim to tho ground. From tho crnok or bulletu pnssing 1nohes

'abovo hiu head, ho wns nblo to_ foatg ghg gngmv dL, 1nmon e

Tiquicklyl :Would 1t be advantageoua to‘try3 j‘fﬁfﬁVm
‘_‘_‘beach with the pouibility of hitting*s‘f ‘
;;conbinue tho a&vanoe towarﬁa tho;onsmy“pés‘ 2 waCGamplish 
.Lhis'mission.v Based upon previous training and romombering o
{fthe neoesdity of contacting company;G, he olected to push

5£through thg mines and ensase?f




ﬂlicm:cnmt cmmplod umier the cxploaion of & nme. -m‘ S-3
iaprang wp and ruahcd ‘towards tbs dug-in Gcrmans, ctopping
."'“rb...r.sa o qm.nmr a mw rm:ada ol fir- hqfn‘uu a]_gggno in e |
1nat ruah of 26 yards oarrdaa h_z. ts. »ué enemy rcz,clcs..\ |
Thc first Garman ancountorcd was quickly sxterminated and
1mmaal taly ths x caa'-‘ng aix surrondcrcd.. At this paint 8
‘sst. of Oompany G, who hed been Wounded in one hcnd, was seen
making his way back towards the beach, The 8-3 signaled for
the Sgt. to Join him, which he d1d. The prisoners. were .
turned over to him'cndche,marchad fhem off towerds Beach
’Uncla Rad. A sbort time later three men of Gompany G, having
lcarncd from the wounded Sgt,. that the Bn, S=3 Iaa by hine-

sair'”1ﬂ1ned ‘the 8=3 a“d 1n‘armeu him Cumpany b had bacn e

R KR P S e e
W psay B A R T
VAL 3

’held un bv ] hine.f‘é‘4~auc ﬁachine gun fire some 200 yarda
back. Therefore, the S-3 was 1ead1ru Combany G‘vather than
Poliowing. its aavanca, Sinon ‘ha. ‘hed met w h suceess thus
far, he decided to push‘enrand try to reach Causewcy #1 as
Quicklyvcs_pocsiblc.; This grcuh of one.crficcr:and‘three~
enlisted men crawled down ditches and aiong hedgerows, by-
passing pillboxes until dlscovered and “taken under fire byc'. 
a very large pillbox which guarded the cntrance to Causeway

;#1. ‘One enlisted man was dispatched to. contact company @  \

fand the D tank fer assistance. After a thirtyaminute wait

a platoon of Company G plus two t‘




Mautcly thtrnrtu- the .. e-s with one .nlhtod
man made their way towards Oauueny #1. By wawl!.ng al.ong
‘a 8itkeh halfarilled w&th watu»‘%hnv'-ﬁra able “to advanse to
within 10 ynrda of tho importtnt bridso of Gnuaoﬂar #, Upon
reachxng this point ﬁwo Germnnn wnro lcon running townrd- the
bridge. Fire was withheld until thqv atopped aat short of
the bridgo and then cut down by rifle riro. It waa disuuvarod
later that explosives had besn placed to do-troy tho bridga
but was not acocomplished since tho two Genmans woro klllod
veiore demoliition charges were touohed off. (63) ‘ 

Under the dirsction of Lt. Gol. HaoNaoiy, campaniea E
and F with tanks supporting had completod their turning -

et

-wanﬁi*’“atinﬂ amall’ zrouns gf anemya “y 10 O huurs Gaﬁpany mi
began orossing Causawly #1 followed by company F, At this

of Gausewsy #1) A American rifle gndﬁmachiner¥

]

|aY

——r

(54

. L
pcint {the was

un fire was heard in PoupbeVillo.“ ThiS'fire»indicated that‘

(o]

elements of the 501gt Parachute.Infantry‘were ohgagéd?in a  ‘
fire fight., (64) . e | | | |
Gompany B moved towards Pouppaville and assisted in kill- i
ing and eapturing 70 Germans which wero caught 1n the nut-‘_'nmif
cracker action of the Srd Bn., Bolst Parachute Infantry, and

Company E, 2nd Bhie,- Bth Infantry. (65) , e
It was 1105, 6. .runo 1944 at Pouppev:llle” that Lt. col. ffl.' S
--Garlren. Qiuxacﬁs@lx Lmad“"" ..




‘w‘gpolnts down to Ouuneway #1. Cqmpdhy G‘to116v5dOanpanyr .
y&nto Pouppavillo. S S “‘ﬁ :

~ Ly Uula Mtoﬁeely now hnd hle bsbhalien Tagreuped aad
| ready to push inland to the battalion obaaative.‘ tRa)

a

~ : nmu BOM. r‘hnt\'mnﬂ va\mxgcs, e

Bahtalien L..ding Taam no. ;, énh Inf.‘ lnpdiag on ths
.»right of'. aLmz touched down on Beach Tare Green at 064v,
fitbeen minuﬁes later than BHTE, and began 1ts attack on |

- fortiried positiona to 1ts front.‘ Two houra ‘were oensumed

“in- eliminatlng oppesition 1n the beach ares and An “eergaa4z-»
ing fc" the adv&noe inland. BLT-i then mpved northwest on
. Exit #3. Desplte enemv artill ‘”fire,:t' sressed She an-

_undated area and- *aaehea tne vicinit f upquvillo by 1039,

: &533 éag in for tne ni.ght::~ (67) |
st approximately 0745 (H + 78) the 3rd Bn., 8th Inf ey
‘with-f tanks s pportinﬁ, lam‘ied on ﬁncie Red Beac ‘and marched
on Exit #2. (68) |
Halfwaj down the causeway, an enemy AT gun opened fire
,destroying two tanks and causing same casualtias in the 3rd
~ Bn, before infantry maneuvaringmthrough thehinandatau area
' cou1d surround and destroy them., The Srd Bn. then moved west
toward Ste. Maire-du—Mont. (69)‘ R
| TheErd Bn., 22nd Iaf, (‘nitiaily la ‘ached to the 8th




7aor§horn boneh and nna nn.. aanﬂ Int.. on tho aauth-rn buaoh.
 Thess two battalloas uwordiug to plen marched: tnland over
- w'hulw " thm uorthvnt towards Ravenoville,
BTH JNFANTHY, CONTINUES ATTAGK
E Bv 11'“5 howrs %3 Sad an... st Iaf., had relieved the
ﬁﬁm Bn., selat hnehnte Inf., at Pomevule and began ita
" advance towards Le Bout de la Ville in a colwm of nampnniea

T with Gompany B leading, Just east of Ste. llnira-du-!!ont oon=

tact was mede with the 3ed Ba., ath Int.. tnd the Bth Int.
’mRegimental bdmmnndor. Col. Jimal A.Van Fleat (naw Major ; _
e Gensral 1) with the two battalions abreast drove throngh su.
llairg-;d_;.-z!!meat sgainst light »appuﬁtion.*w‘i’ho 2nd Bni than

R A Y

Aﬂpushed on and raachad Le Bcu* de 1a ?illa abbut IBGU, 'horo@wm*

© 1t aug mg for the night.
As the 3rd Battalion approhched Les Forges, strong
xeaaa?mfesis%anca"hﬁitedﬂtheir deance‘andfﬁhé Battalibn‘dﬁg
: in for the night, (71) |
| ’.L'he Bth Infantry had reached its D=Day objective, It\
had relisved elements of the 10lst Airbo:mo D.tvisi.on in the

Pouppoville ares . and was in positibn te proteet t}m amﬂ:h
rlank of. ths Diviaion. (72)
ENM HOLDS OU'I.‘ A‘I‘ I.ES FORGES

Gt v

i Mut.amm )




Oolenel hmea A. Van mm. Regimemal cnnmmder of hl-m
ath Enfﬂntrv Rasimeﬁt, realising the neeeseit of Pt re:ng ;
‘the anemy salient and entabliahing nenﬁaot with %he main k,‘
body of hh- aend Airbarna D&vi:ion at sue. Kebe-ﬂgliae called,‘
a Battalion Oommandera meeting the night of 8 Jhne. Qrdera ”
were iasued for a ooordinaued ateack to be 1aunohed at 0550,

7. June and aeoure Ste, Mere-Egliee, thereby relieving bhe. |
hard—preaeod 505th Parachute troops. (74)

The 2nd Battalion: wan duw i& for ‘the- night of - June

with.Company E on right, Company F on left, Gompany @ in

‘reservs, and- Gempany H anu ‘Hq., company in the center. At‘f

083C_the morning of T .mm At Mfi&’i'mlien begal by w..ack B6 -
the morth with Co. E leading, followed by Cos F; Co. G, Coe H,

| and Mg, Co, The leading elements of Co. E had advaneed 4,000 -
yards. and reached the eutakirts of Eooquenoauville when
enemy artillery, morter, and maohine gnn fire deacended upon
them, Shortly thereafter, well camouflaged enemy 1nrantry o
attadked co.u with rifie fire and ‘hand grenades., Co. Fwas
- committed to the 1eft of Co. B while Co. G deployed one o

| platomn on the battalion's right flank. The battle raged for

‘”4*113ava11ab1

‘over wne hour berore supportin'*ri'es*f‘

e dniptiat,

weapons oombined with'the ‘ggre ive:

Ecoqueneaufi

s ‘i‘.opped.

".heura, During*thia a




1ahd5bi3iﬁj€ﬁi‘puruuit towtrda scw. Ibro-!nliao. Rapid pro-
gress wu made untn hading chnnh or Tos E'rue!ml a

” point jun south of ate. lhr--nguee where heary .mmm-

: M.on of a.rtﬂlory nr. ‘caused the Buttalion comndor to
sirsl 1e to the on-t and approsen on the nar%hbait ‘aide of
town, - As ‘the Battalion sntered '&‘ho_oldgo- ot-tom eneny artil=
~lery fire workod up ;ﬁd‘dovn‘the-celunn‘causang sasualities
to 1ncludq the Commender of Co, E, (v8) |

Lt. uol. Haoﬂooly (2nd B, ,. Bth Inr.) contaetod Lt. Col.
ernﬂorvoort {2na Bn., 505th Parachute Inf,) and leanged that
the.Paraohute Battalion had cuptured‘sts. Mere-Eglise the
night o ’ Jane b't”haé bé‘h counterttttﬁkad agvoral times'
'“ﬂﬁ’&?ﬁu; ail counterahtaeks nad~basn répulaa&. _It was also
pointed out that the onemy's main poaition was to the weat,
“the‘uontebourg highway.' In view of thig thn t!eé:.mn!“ders
planned a coofdinated attack. The-2nd~Bn.,f505th~Pnraehuto
Inf,, was to move up astride the road. and attack 'ith tanks

“while the an Bn., 8th Inf., woulu eross behind it and attack
©on its left, (76) . e s |
The 2nd Bn., Bth Inr., with Co. G on the right and co. f '

:  on the left and Coe E echoloned to tho left rotr, Jumped orf |




,7_‘.... - ﬁﬁd a.vx ()

Bnriag thia eritical phaaa

Sto. Ioro-Egl&sa from the otat 1n reaponao bo l raquoat by
tho 88nd Airborno Diviuion ror tank assiatanoa‘ Aa thoy

'arazs the 'fém%&r af tmm. ther .

A mw A

no’l‘ uh"&m .

._,ﬁaf ter over-runnmg the,,_, .

twa deep._ It is estimate




rn makins - lev of thﬂm »pnmwann m m& be #een- t:m
the znd Buttuncn. ath Inrantr w.n auigned a oz *.: z.mpartar.t“
_mtlnion.‘ Ic wan givon a lcading rolo 1n.the lmphibioht u-tuult
'agninst A xnrﬁxr;sd poaiticn ang ab tne iame time the miegion, ”
of rishting to and ralieving elements of two sepnratc Air—k‘ |
borne Diviqiona (1013t and aznd) as woll un proteoting the
lef't flank of the Bth Inrantry Regiment. n |

" The prapnration and ordern ror carrying out the miasion_:fg
assigned to the end Battalion, ath Inrantry, were rull nnd
 oomp1ete.‘

Beme pm&ﬂta warthy'm._aumman.§=#é=~

TEEN G

Sl it ‘m.m‘{

i %ﬂﬁefxﬂgfﬁmlerftaJ%h%&y‘%aﬁ#ﬁ;&u aﬂ gﬁ@&%a&*'
ly to the sucoess of the operation. Supervised briering
through the chain of oommand permitted commandere to ram111av-'
ize subordinatos with the general plan and at the sama time
emphaaize speoifie miasions af sma;ler units. Aa 8 result, :
'eaeh soldier under:tood where he and his assault team ritted
‘“1nto the big picture.‘ This type or briering assiated greatly .
‘1n regrouping asaault teams which had beoome aeparated during
‘:lnitial 1and1ngl.‘ | ' S i
| 2nd-‘ ‘




,wuhout tunk aupport, uauult conpanhn could not htn
- redused boaoh #trﬂhg pﬁinsa uithou& anrrerina tnunandout
ensualbxau.
4th: The uombinod atblnk by airborne and seaborne
foraas was olurl; denon_qt‘ntqd in thi_a sction, Such an
" attack can be decisive when both forces work in hermony and
bend every effort to assiat emch other,
" Bth: There va; a definite necessity for capable amall
&nit-seﬁaaad=r=. It !illvbgraacily ssan'that the suceess of
' tha‘baﬁtie'ﬁuriﬂgwﬁﬁé’init a1 “nage of a--aultiag bsash Aox
fenses was 1in the hands of the aubordinata commanders.
Tabil assault teamg wars regrouped 1nto company rormation,
;”W;bg.nann-ry qnmmanda~ cculd exeroiae‘}ytﬁ}twpgnFrol over |
thom. . R B e e
| §ths Waen visual signals ave ysad, thay should be a
.definite'cdior eagily distingﬂiahed. When assault company
commhndefs fi;éd thelr black smoke signal flare for naval
gun rire to llft, black putrs of onemy anti-aircraft fire
- in the same area causod nssaulting troops to doubt that
*naval ebservers~could detac thair;signal.
| ~ SUMMARY

Upon themsuccessrul conclusion of this phaae or operatton,,

'-the 2nd

Fowen ?{ Voo |

Battallon,

"'!*f»‘.

Bth InrantrykRegiment, 4th Infantry Divi- f‘

Y S 4 S 5

iing on Ttak ‘Headh’ A WS W

"¥;§ay aévancen DYE? sevanfﬁilsg aga*nat enamy resisbanceé. .

: In oonjunction with elements of the Band and 101st Airborne




featuras in the suceess of the Bnd ‘.h\uﬁtii;on_'i :lm.tln v
opsration, I | s |

Tha- number gi‘ enemy killed and captured amng thme
SWo dayas cannot be aocouratoly aoto;m&mcl sinoe pr;l‘q,n_‘q,@m ‘
taken by elements of the 1018t Airbbrnc bmuoxi on‘fn’-‘bai
ware "“**e*‘ sver o the Sad s.u-uun, aish inranery, wm.:;.a
on D $ 1 some prisoners taken by the Bnd* Babtalion, Bth |
Infantry, were turned over to t he alrborns unita ror uro koop— :
ing. We may be aasured, howovor, that the numbor of onomy |
losses would run iato hundreds.

The Lobal number of casualties austainod by the and
Battllion, 8th Infantry, during the aotion, 6~7 Juno 1944,

stslsd 18- M‘fuwra and 1’58 onlimsec! mena

CORMAN Ceckmhd Yra¥ad T it

B O SEDIE Y A R P

1. ibather and tide must be oonlidered prior to attempt-

ing an amphiblous 1and1ng. .
2. Troops who &re not eombat veterans oan mako a success-(
. ful amphibious. laﬁding, 1r they have reeeived proper training.
3. Troops must be trained to croes exposed beaches‘ .

rapidly.

4. Aggreasiveness is an eaaential:elomont °f13”7ueeag;-  f
ful amphibious 1and1ng. : |
e :*J;y '“,“ o
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