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TEZ OPERATIONS OF THE 2ND BATTALION, 8TH INFANTRY

(4TH INFANTRY DIVISION} IN THE HURTGEN FOREST,

GERLIANY, 16-22 NOVEMB:R 1944 (RHINELAND CAAPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of & Battalion BExecutive Officer)

INTRODUCTION

The Battle of the Hurtgen Forest, Germany, which took place in
Novembser and December of 1944, will undoubtedly take its placs in
history along sids such epiec encounters as those that oeceurred in

- the Bettle of The Wilderness in the War Betwsen the States and the
Battla of tha Argonne Forest in World Wer 1., First Lieufsnant
Bernard F. Ray, Company F, 8th Infantry, was aswarded the Congress-

" ional Medal of Honor, posthumously, for his actibn in the assault

of the 2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry, ageinst ﬁhe prepared positions

of the Germans in this forest on 17 November 1944. Two days later

on 19 November 1944, Liautenant‘Colonal George L. Mabry, Jr. (themn
Ma jor), Commsnding Offiéer, 2nd Battalibn, g8th Infentry, person- ;
ally led the Bettalion in extremely aifficult fighting in such &
menner thet he too was awarded the Congressional Medal of Homor.
This historical account will deal with the actlon of the _ |

2né Battelion, 8th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division,rduring the ;
period 16-22 November, 1944 in the Hurtgen Fbrest.)VBatﬁsan 1245

houfs on 16 November 1944 and datrk of that same day this battallon,

a veteran combat unit which had lea the assault on Utah Beach in
‘Normandy on 6 June 1944, had lost approximately 135 ofiicers and
enlisted men, killed or wounded. These figures, together with

the examples of courage and leadership listed in the abo#e para-

graph, will give the reader an indlcation of the type of resis-

tanee encountered in the cold, damp Hurtgen Forest. The fact that

this attack was finally successful, although every foot of ground

was stubbornly contested, is a monument to the leadership and
courage of the officers anc grim determination and fortitude of

the soldiers of the United States Army.
In order to orient the reader for this operation it is § ,
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necessary o go back to the Battle of France.
in Nofmandy the Germens had suffered severs losses in both men
and material, These losses continued to grow throughout the
withdrawal seross France and Belguim, The Seventh German Army
haed suffered the brunt of the defeat in Normandy but its with-
drawal, aslthough greatly hampered by the eonstant air and ground
éttacks of the Allisd Forces, was a planned withdrawal snd was
as orderly as possible under the existing conditions. Tha
Fifteenth German Army, which was disposed along the coast in
the Calals area of France, continued to hold the Scheldt
Estusry on 15 September 1944 even though most of its armor
had baen withdrawn. The intent here was to deny the Allies ,
the use of the great port of Antwerp, Belguim, In order ﬁo
slow the advance of the Allies and to covsr the withdrawals,
Zho Fifth German Panzer Arny had been moved into France end
Belzuim and successfully accomplished its nission, aspecially
on the northern flank. (See Map 4) (1)
The withdrawing Germsn Armiesrwere closely pursued and by
the middle of September 1944 the Allied Armies were disposed
along the German bordsr fscing ths Siegfried line. lSGE’Mhp'AI
The veunted line had actually heen ienetrated in two places
without too much difficulty -- in the Schnee Eifel Forest sast
of_St. Vith, Belg;gm gnd in the Hurtgen Forest soﬁfheast of
Aaghen, Germany. (See ¥ap B) ‘However?.even though enamy To-
sistence was relatively 1ight; it beeame necessary to halt the
advance. This halt wes necessitated by two factors. First,
the supply lines were greatly ovar-extendaéi. Fhe advance had
been so rapid that the suoply instellations could not maintain
the pace. Seconddy, the units along the front wers'greatly
over-extended and there were wide gaps betwesn the front line
(1) &-1, p.131
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divisions. Ifeny commanders at this tine thought that the end
of the war wes in sight and the norele of the troops was of
the highest order. However, the only slternative was to halt,
consolidate and emmpiiee (2}

Gorman losses in France hed bsen greast. Their essuslties,
ineluding killed, wounded ené captured had rsached one millicn
men by the end of September 1944, This total included the
losses of the First German Army t; the Sixth United States.
Army Group in the Southern France Campaign. However, the
ﬁnemy‘s will to resist had not veen destroyed. Rathar, it was
Strengthened by the knowledge that he was now fighting on the
soil of his homeland, ﬁé was Gesperately in need of an oppor-
tunity to reorganize and rd-equip end our poor logistical
situation, together with the poor weather conditions of this
(3}

Even though the diffiéulties were great, the Allies made

period, gave him that &

some gains during October 1944, After several weeks of fierce
resistance by ths Germens end determined attacks by the Allies,
Aacheh was captured by units of VII United States Corps on 21
October. This was the first large German clty to fall but.- fight-
ing hers was to characterize the determinad resistance to be
later encountered in this area. A foothold was gained in the
city of S&g;gggg during the period but nowhsre aloﬁg the front
could & mejor operation be mounted. {See Map B} (4]

By 88 Qekpbar 1944 thé supply situation of the First United
States Army had eased somewhat., Railheads had been pushed for-
ward and the "Hed Ball™ highway had bean in operation for some i
time. 1t ndw bagan to appear that the logistical situation would

be able to sustain s ;gﬁﬁ4$ﬁﬁmﬂnt¥m¢@"Ehevzone of action-of the

(2) 4-1, p.131; (3) A-2, p.69-71; (4) A-2, p.71
- '



Firsy Unitsd States aray atb $ris tine extended iroa Aachan
Geiuany on th@ north; south gonerally eslong the Gzr.an border

to & junetion with the Third Unitsc States Amay vhere the Fronch,
Gernen and Luxembourg borders inversecs. (Seg Lap B) (8)

Tha allizé High Commsnd haé not besn idle curing the bulld-

pa)

4

up period. In spite of ilz opinion: of msny ailitary sxperts
that a2 major oifensive during winter is impos=ible, pleans were
laid for just such zn opersiion, The "big plcturz" sirategy was
to strike at the importent indusirial srees of “ermeny, ihe Rubr
ané the Sagr, ihereLy loreins the German High Commend to comamit
its Genorsl weserves, This wuld afiord the Allies the opportunity
to destfoy this reserve, to overraun Gerneny nropzr ancd Ehus to
ené the war in Burope. In support ol .his etrategy, the First
Univeda Statves Army and the Third United States Aruy were to ad-
: '
vence easstwelrd %o the Riins miver. IThen il Ninth Uniteg Stetes

Aray end the Brivish 3ecoand Arm; were o svtack 1o ike north.

o
[

Tihe msjor aviack was %o sede slong the front fiodm Roermond
a thz norvh o & point svoui iton siles couth of Aackin. In this
avtack the First United Stetsz Aruy wes to mske the main eofIloTte
on itz laft. Seven Corps, thres Briiish and two of tvhe Ninth
. 4
Unived States Aray and VII and ¥ Corps of the United States

First Arsy, were to mcke a coordinatec attvzck zariy in November

1944, {3ze iap a) (6}

Dl GEhInde SITJAZION

The winbter offznsive was plznnaé Jor rsrly Noveaber 1944.
Tha exsct cate of D-Day wos to Le cepondent upon wviiz aevallabllity

of smmanition end cupslies snd slso upon suitable weatlizr for air

"

vhe mission

c..
by
ks

operevions. A4 treasndous air sfvowt was plenmad i
(5) A=z, p.6o; (B) &-d, p.06&-65
wlm



of bissting a psth through the en:=ny dérensas protacting Duren.
(7) | |
et T, was known by the end of October that‘numerous enemy Te-
inforcements had bean bfought into the line opposite tﬁe First
United States Army. Therefore, in order for the main effort to
,be successful, it became evident that additlonal troops would
have to be provided in thé area opposite Duren. Accordingly,
the 104th Infentry Division was assigned to the Vi1 Corps and

tha 99th Infantry Division to the V Corps. Corps boundarles

were not éhanged as a rasult of this regrouping so ths zones of

the divisions were considerably reduced., To further strengthen
the mein effort, which was to be made by VII Corps, the 4th In-
fantry Division was transferred from V Corps to VIiI Corps.
Therefore, on 10 November the order of battle of the First

United States Army was as follows:

"~ VII CORES ¥ COXZES © VIII CORPS
lst Inf. Div.-® 8th Inf. Div. 2nd f. biv.
4th Inf, Div, 99th Inf. Div. 28%h Inf. Div,.
104th Inf. Div. 102nd Cav. Gp. ~ 9th Armd, Div.
47th RCT | 5th Armd. Div.(-CCR) g3rd Inf. Div.
rd Armd, Div, gth Inf. Div. (-47 RCT)  14th Cav. Gp.

CCR, 5th Armd.Div.
4th Gav.‘Grou;

Dependent upon ths weather, D-Day was to be between 11-16
November. If the weather had not cleared by 16 November suffiel-
ently for the major air effort which was planned the attack was

$0 begin regardless. (8]

e

The 9th Infantry Division had broken the Siegfried Line early
in September ané by 17 September, when the advance was halted,
hed reschod & line whieh extended from Schevenhutte, Germany,
south to a point east of Lammersdorf and thence %o Hofen, (See
Map B) This part of the front then remained statie and inactive
(7) A=3, p.67; (8) 4=3, p.71-74
.
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from that date until the winter offensive began. The halt was
called for the same reasons that the other divisions had been
foreced to halt. The divislons elong the front were spread too
thin anc¢ thers were not sufficient supplies available to sus-
tain the drive. Ev?n.though at this time the division was

meating only slight resistaﬁce and practically no prepared do-

fensive positions, further asdvence was out of the questlon. {9)

f!
NﬁQ ?1‘xﬂwﬂlﬁ Germans used the period of inmactivity from 17 September

- %0 the first part of November to good advaentage. They were not
idle during this lull in the fighting. Troops were moved into
the Hurtgen Forest sector and work on fortificatlons was begun.
It was about this time that the independent Fdrtress‘Battalions
éppaared along the front. These units were plasced undsr the
command of headquarters of divisions which had bsen badly meuled
in France. Thelr mission was to prepars and hold the line while

the divisional units were withdrawn to the rear to reorganize

~eni.be rafitted. (10)

In addition to the Fortress Battalions, the enemy made
extensive use of labor battalions and the eivilian populacs in
preparing field fortifications to plug the gap the Allied Forces
hed punched in the West Wall. With very little interference
from our forces, the eneny set about diggiﬁg extensives trenech
aystems in deptl, building underground sheiters aené preparing
automatic weapons positions wﬁich ware provided with overhead
gover. DBarbed wire was put in all along the front and around
strong points and extensiva éommunication systems were installed.
And last but by no means least, mine fields were laid -- mine
fields of all sizes and all types, anti-tank mines and anti-‘
personnel mines. The entife area was liferally straﬁn with Sehu
(9) A-3, p.50; (10} A-3, p.57
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minss enc¢ other anti-personnsl types. Evéry roac, trail and

firs break was blocked with Teller, Riegal and Box mines as well
as abatis. It was by no means unususl to find the few roads in
the arca blocked every hundred yards or so by mines and trees
fellad across the road. To make thase blocks difficult to remove,
liberal use wes madée of anti-personnel mines and booby iraps.
Antl-personnsl mine fields followed no general péttern and were

emplaced along the front and in depth. Few ol these mlned areas

were marked and it is doubtful thet even the German troops knew

their exmet location and extant. (11}

,’,Tf Th: Germans knew thei the Hurtsen Forast played a vital

i

*' Tole in their defenses protecting the Cologne plain and the Ruur.
They knew that =o lbng as they helé the forast snc¢ thereby the
Roer River dams, the invasion of Germany in this regilon would be
slow and costly. Therefore, the forest was included in the defense
of the Siegfrieé line which ran along its western edge and ex- _
tended into it in depth for sever=l miles. (12) |

S .

TH DIVISION SITUATION

The relief of the 4th Infantry Division by the 9th Infantry
Division in the area of Bullingsn, Germany was coﬁpleted on 6
Novamber. The division begen moving north to VII Corps zone
that night. The moveacnt wes classified secrei and all division~
al incsignias were removed Ifrom personnel and vehicles. All per-

sonnel waors informed oi the importance of security and instructed

not to ravosl their organization or destination. A% 1500 on 6

" November the 12th Regimental Combat Team was attached to the

hard-pressed 28th Infantry Division anc¢ moved at once to relisve
the 109th Infaniry just south of the village of Hurtgen, ZThe
(11) &-6, p.27-28; (12} A-7 |

_ .



X
N

*

e,

s oz

b

ral ':‘-"r'...-ci-:-."ar‘"

o

8th Regimentsl Combat Team moved on the night of 7-8 November
end went into assembly aress im VII Corps zone about 2500 yerds
east of the village of Zweifall. (See Map ¢} The 22nc Regi-
mental Combat Team moved on the night of 8-9 Novamber to complete
tha move of the Division, (13)

The 12th Regimental Combat Team was relilevad ffom attach-
ment to the 28th Division on 10 November and moveﬁ.to aséembly
areas in VII Corps zoné that night. . Once agein the ™Femous
Fourth" was assembled end prepering for the attack. (14)

There followed a period of inactivify while walting for the
ﬁeather to claar. This period was characterizsd by the efforts of
the troops to keep warm. The assembly areas assigned to the 8th
Infantry contained no bui;dings or shelter of any kind except
for en occasioﬁal pill box andé these wers used for Tegimental
and battalion commend posts. Iog oabins were constructed for
protection against the weather and lohg.range aertillery, stoves
were improvised and the command settled down to waiting for the
day when-fhey would once again move to the attack. (15)

The mission of the 4th Infantry Division, which was to attack
on the right of VII Corps zone,‘was "to gieze the crossings of the
Roer River near Duren and to th: south of this ¢ity anc bg pre-
pared to assist the advsnce of the lst Infantry Division in the
capture of Gologne.”. (See Map B}  (16).

The plan of attack of the Commanding General, 4th Infentry
Division, was to have the three regiments advence abreast, the 8th
on the left, the 22nd in the center'&nd the 12tp on the right.

The initial objeetive was to cut the Hurtgen-Duren highway. {See

Map C) The regiments whose sectors wers very narrow were to

}fay!attack in a eolumn of battalions. {17)

vt

(13) A-5, p.292-298; {14) A-5, p.304; (15) &-7; '(16) &-3, p.73;
{(17) A-56, D.27, A-T | :
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TZREAIN ORIENTATION

' In ordsr that the reader may better visuelize the action that
took placs, it is deemed desirable to orient him on the Hurtgen
Forest, the terrain, and the ﬁeather conditions that prevailed
during Novembsr and December of 1944. All of these factors played
a vital role in the actions of the 2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry,
and hed a direet influence on its successes and failures.

i ' _

— The Hurtgen Forest covers an srea of some 50 squars miles in
tlie shape of a rough triangle. The poiﬁts of this friangla are
anchored in ths vieinity of Aachen, Duren and Monschau, 4{See-ap

~B}Y The forest is a vast expanse of tell, cldsély packed fir trees
and dense hardwood trees. By and large the area is covered with
entangled undergrowth though some areas are thinned out and open.

A vest majority of the forest is so dense thet the rays of the
sun never reach the-ground even on & clear da&. Reforested plots
of small fir trees are scattered through the forest and here the
trees are so cloée to emch other and the branches so close to the
ground that a men has to crawl on his hends and knees to pass G
through. The floor of the forest s covered with fir needles

end haréwood leaves snd is soft and spongy. Fumerous fire breaks,

straight and narrow, eriss-cross the entire forest and offer per-
feot fields of‘firerfor machine guns and anti-tenk weapons.  3erene
and beaupiful in peacs, the Hurtgen Forest was s cold, damp and

depressing hell-hole in the fsll and winter of 1944, {18)

The terrain in the forest consists of very heavily wooded
hills and deep ravines. Numerous small streazs and washes drain
ﬁhe arsa into the Roer River. The hills, tvhough small, are steep
and numerous and difficult to negotiats even on foot. Roads
are practically non-existent except for the small treils salong
(18} A-7
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the fire breaks an¢ thess were never meant to sustain military
traffic., Howsver, they wers the only meens of vehicle movement,
for the forest was much too dense end thy terrain mueh oo rough
for eross-country movement. Occasionally small ciearings appear
in the forest and nearly always these elearings contain small
villages such aé the village of Hurtgen from which the forest is
named. {19)

\ JM&aaiwagshﬁuzingu%ha—ﬁar'the weather in northwestern Germany
in the f3ll and winter of l94é was the worst in the memory of
this generation of Germans. Never had thesy seen so much rain
nor had it ever been so cold before as_far beek ss they couwdd
remember. The rains began early in September and continued al-
most unceasingly until they turned into sleet and snow early in
November. When the rain wasn't falling the clouds persisted and
&anp%jcold fog and mist clung close to the grounc. The first
heavy snow fall about 10 Novembsr and it covered the ground to

g depth of four or five inckes. It remained on the ground and
on the fir trees for three or four days, melting slowly and mak-
ing the soil even wetter than it was previously. Snow flurries
continued through-out vaomber but seldom did the snow lest
longer than a few hours before it hsd melted. When it wasn't
snowing, it wes sleeting and when it wasn't sleeting it wes
raining. The few days that the sun broke'through the elouds and
mists could be countsd on tha fingers of one hand. (20)

The village of Schevenhutte, Germany lies roughly sight
miles southeast of the city of Aachen. {See Map D} It is strung
out along a north-south road whieh.winds its wey through a dasep
ravine and ié located well into the Hurtgen Forest. The sides
of the ravine rise abruptly et an angle of about forty-five
(19, 20) 4&-7
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degraés. The distance from the road along the bottom of ths
ravine up the slope to the top is about E00 yards. Esre the
terrain flabtons out somewhat and although the tress sra rela=
tively scattered, fhe undergrowth is exceedingly densz. The
surrounding erea is rough, heavily wooced and well suited to the
defensz. 4 advantags was to be with ths Germens bucause a men |
moving in a dense Iorast 1s much mors easily sesen ﬁhan one in a
small, well camouflagedafmachine gun position,

The thick unéergrthh thet existed in this area mede the
prepared positions and barbed wire entanglements practically
impossibla to locats untll the attacker waes within ten or Iif-
teen yards ol e, The heevy ~atting of fir needles and leaves
on the floor o thé forest mzde it iipossible to locete the snall
wooden Sehu aines. Yes, th: Gernens knew the importénce 0% the
Hurtgen Forest area and recognized its inherent cefensive

strength., {21)

Thd SATTALIOY EITUATION

On 1: November ths £n¢ Baitalion was still in its initial
‘@ssenbly area east of Zweifall. For the past seversl days the
‘foremostjquestipﬁ in ths mind of every man in the battalion had
been ‘as 10 when and wher: thz coming atteck woula be made. And
now on 1% November the answer to this guostlon was fortheoming.
Late in thoe afternoon th: Battalion Commander, Lisutenant Colonel
Lengdon A. Jackson, was called to the Reginantel Command Fost to
receive the attack order. (22) |

The'orderlcalled for the regiment to attack in a column of
battalions in tﬁe order oi fn¢ Battelion, ard Baibzlion and 1st
Bstitalion. The zonsz ol attack of-the ne Battélion wes left to

(21) A-7; (22) A-8




the éisération of Commanding Oificer, Inc Bettalion, as long as
his aviscx reﬂainaC ﬁithin‘tHﬂ:zone of action'of_thé regiment.'
Thié_zone of sction exbenged ffbm the rosd runaing éast'from
Scheveahutte, inclusive, 1o a poiat about 2600 yerds to the
southesst, (See Mep D) The “nd PlaL001 of COdJaﬂJ A, 70th
Tank Battalion was to be'attachuq to tho End Battalion.snd the
2nd Platoon »f Company A 4th DEngineer Battelion, wes to support
the attsck. The atbtack wes to begin on the'first suitable day
for sir operations end not later then 16 November. (28]

4% 0900 on 14 Novamber, ihe Battalion Commender oi the
- 2n¢ Battalion, toguther‘with Lis Execuvive Offieur, S-& and
Gompenj‘ﬂommanders, depertad for the Commend Fost of the &Zng
Battallon, 47th Infentry, Woieh was holding thas lins in vue
Teglnental zone of actlon. Froa this point the u=rty was to
proceed on & reconnaissance of the future zone of action of
the Batuellon afver obtaining ell aveilable :nformation from
the 2n¢ Battalion, 47tk Infantry. (24) |

‘On‘arriving at the Commsné Post Qf the “né Battalion, 47th
Infaniry, a conferenee wes hLold with tha Battalion Commander and
the staff of that unit. It wes lcarned ihat F and G Companies
were noldéinz the ssctor through whiech the 2n¢ Battelion, 8th
Infantry, wes to attack and thai informatidn of the snemy de-~
fensas was very limited. The ffont line positions of 2nd
Battallon, 47th Infantxy, ren generally northwest to southeast
about helf wey wuy ths east slope of the ravizns in whick Scheven-
.hutte is locatad snd axtended from a point =zast of Schevenhutte
southeast to the roek querry and thence south across the road.
It wss learned vhat the snemy posiﬁion ran gensrally about EOG
yards vack froa the%t)p of 4n. hill, thet thi- position iancluded

“u) A-8; (24) A-8
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barbed wire entangle;ents‘of wiknown extant or type snd log
bunkers, whose 2Xact loeziions wern unknoﬁn. No inform=ztion
on zine'fiélds'was avallable except that the road runningleast
from Sehevinhuite was ained ancé bloekec. (See Mep D) (25]
Lieutenant Colonel Jdackson, realizing thst this informaﬁion_
wes ifnsufiieient, regussiad ol the Commanding Ofiicer, Znd Bat-
talion, 47th Infaniry, that his battélion sencé out reconnaissance'
patrols to secure addltional informstion of ths enemy pozition.
Lieatenant Colonel Jacksdn was prohibited from 53ndin5,out patrols
from his battelilon by orcers wiich lLad beenlnecéssitated for

security reasons. The risk of having a prisoner irow the 4%h

o

Infentry Division f=ll into the henés of the sneuy, lacraby

v

revasling the cou%ing p%iack, could not ve teken. mowever, tha

re.uess eocld not ue complied with by the Znd Batislion, 47th

£

Inféntry, since personnel was.not evailablc Docausa ol the
graatly over-sxtended front ol this unit. (26)

The Commending Officer, tnd Batvelion and his party then
prbceedad to reconnoiter ihe front line poéitions of the_ﬁnd
Battalion, 47tk Infantry. This reconnaissance was completed by

.

mid-aftarnoon buit the results were (isappointing. Observation

was very limited bzeause of the thick woods anl Lecause of the

faet thet the comnanding ground wec in the hands of the ensnmy.
No locations of eneny positions were obtained oxcept for that
of a machin: gun which firs¢ on the party froxm Hill 280 on the

]

.right flank of the sector. However, ths opportunity to study the

2

terrain over which the 3sittzlion wase to attasck proved of great

benefit. Egpecially notec were ths two roek guerries located
about helf wsy up the slope oi the ravine, one in ths center of
the seetor and ons on th2 lafi flank, and the two trsils leading

up to them. Both of these gusrries wers located just within the

{25, =6) A-8



lines of the Znd Batfalion, 47th Infentry. {(See Map D) (27)

The Commending Officer, 2nc Battalion, and Lhis party re-
turned to the Battaslion Comnsnd Post late on thz afternoon of
14 Novamb:r and bagan leying plans for the ettack. About 1800
orders warz issued for the movemont oi the Battelion from its
present location to a forward éssembly arza in the vicinity of
the villasge of Bend. This movemsnt was to begin at 0900 on 15
November. The Command Post of tha 2nd Batialion was to be es-
tablished in Bend anc wes %o (isplacs sarly on the miorning of
15 Novanber. (See lap D) (28)

The Battalion closszdé into the forward assemhly area at 1100
on 15 November =né the corpanies begen preparations. for the
coming attack. Weapons and equiﬁmsnt ware chacked, aaaunition
waé issued 2né¢ all the other details teken care of. Routes
forwarc to the line of departure were reconnoitered by platoon
leaders, and squad leaders ware oriented on the terrain and gen=-
aral zituatlion. 4 location for ths Battalion Observation Post
was selected on ths sast slope of the ravine southeast of
Schevenhutte. During the day, this observation post was dug in
and comnunication lines were laid. Ths él mpn Mortar Platoon
selsetad firing positions just northeast of Bend, dug in the
morters andé dumped ammunition on the pocition. These prepara-
tions were well undai way wher ths Battalion Gommander issued
the order for the attack at 1200 hours at the new Command Fost
" in Bend., (Ses Map D). (29)

The bad weather which had heretofore preventzd alr opsera-
tioms continued through 15 November. P¥Plans for ths vast air
attack Led baen completed several days prior to this'time and
the Air Forces were waiting for élear skieé to launch the attack.
{27, 28, 29) 4-8 |
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AZEOEPleterand detailed plan for marking the front lines had
been pfepared and,diséeminated. I+ was hoped that this plan
vould preient the bombers from dropping their loads on friendly
troops. Thess thorough preparations all séemed in vain since

the weather forecast for 16 November was for conbinued cloudy-
ness with fog and mist. It was feared thét the attack would have

to be made without the pleanned air support. (30)

177 BATTALION PIAN OF ATTACK - 16 NOVEBER

The 2né Battalion's plan of attack was.to mova from the
forward assembly arsa to the line of departure in a éolumn of
companies in the order of E, F, and G Compsnies. %he line of
departurs was to be the front line positions of the 2nd Battalion,
47th Infantry. At this point the Battalion was to deploy and
attack with E and F Comparnies abreast with B Company on the
right. & Company wes to be in battalion reserve and was 1o
follow the attack by bounds on ordser and prétect the left flank
of the Battalion. The zone of attack of the Dattslion was to
axtend from the road runnlng easi from Schevenhutte southeast
to the large rock gquerry. (Sse Map D) The Battalion Command
Group was to follow the advance of F Coﬁpany as the attack |
moved forward. Initielly, the Battaiion Commandéer would con-
trol the attack from the Battalidn ﬁbssrvation Post on the
 east slope of the ravins. H-hour was to bé 1245 16 November,

One platoon of heavy mechine guns fron H Compeny was to
be attached to ezeh of the assault companies. These platoons
were to follow closely behind & and F Companies as there were
no positions from which they could fire in support of the attack.

' rhe ‘81 mm Mortar Platoon of H Company was to support the
(30) A=Z, p.7e-T4 |
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attack from positions in the vieinity of Bend. This platoon wasl
to firs a fifteen minute'ﬁréparation beginning at H minus fifteen
minutes. These preparatory firas were to be placed‘along the

fire braﬁk about 200 yards back from the top of the east slope of
the ravine., The platoon wes to 1ift this fire on call and then be
prepared to firs in support of eiﬁhar B or F Company.

The 2nd Flatoon of A Coapany, 70th Tank Battallion, was to
be in battalién reserve in an assembly ares in the vieinity of
Bend since the only road by which the platoon could advance was
‘bldcked. There were no positions from which the tanks could
- support tﬁe attack by fife and it was very doubtful that they
gould move acrosé country up the steep slope of t@a'ravineg

The 2nd Platoon of A Compsny, 4th Engineer Battallon was
assigned the mission of clearing tha rosd running east from
Schevenhutte along the laft flank of the Battalion zone., One
riflersquad-from G Company was to be attached to this platoon
to furnish local security while the platoon was engaged in
eclearing the road. It was vital that this road bs cleéred
‘&s rapidly as possiﬁle since it was the only.road in the batta-
liorn zone which could serve as a réute of advanee for supplies
and sumunition.

The artillery, vkich was to begin its preparaﬁion st H
minus one hour, was to shift its firs at H minus .fifteen minutes
to the sems fire breek along which the 81 mm mortars were to
firs. This ersz was to be blastsd with battelion concentrations
in the.hope that this firalwould soften up the snemny defenses and
pave the ﬁa;.for the assault of E and F Companies.

It was Tealized trat control in demss woods would be very
difficult. %he communication plen included both radio and wire
lines which were to be supplemented by runners. It wes doubt ful
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that ths radios woulé be vaory effactivs becauba of the rough
terrain anc thick woods. A Battslion Wire Team was to accompany
the advance of F Company laying a wire line as the attack pro=-
gressed. The Battalion Command Group was to nove forward along
this wife line and tap into the line to contact ¥ Company in
the event radio contact wss broken., It was ﬁoyed that contact
with ¥ Company could be made throush F Company by means of the
- wire line if radio conitact with E Company also failsd. Messengers
ware to be used in ths event both radio and ﬁire conmunicetions
failed,

. The administretiva plans for the attack were mads in grest
detail, Jit was known thet if the engineers did not sueceed in
opening tha road running east from Schevanﬁutte that all supplies
would have to be hand carrisd wuntil sueh time as this road was
opened. In order to prepare for this possibilityyr£he Battalion
dmnunition Supply Foint was to be established well forward. The
Battalion Medical Section wes to establish a forward collscting
point in a house in the southern edge of Schewenkufie and was
to be preparedé to evacuate casualties back to this ecollecting
point by litter teams. ZEvecuation from this elleecting point
back to the aid station lacated in Bend was to be by vehicle.
The Bettelion Ammunition ané Ploneer Platoon was salertec io
be prepared to assist in the hené carry of ammunition and

I

supplies =zné the evecuaiion of the wounded. (351)
- By night fall on 15 Novembor all plens had been completed
end all orders issusd. Every mesn in th: Battalion from the
comnanding officar to the last private realized that they faced
an extraemely difficult task on the following day. Hbﬁever,
spirits were high and thes morale of thes troops was excellant.
(31) A-8
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The possibility thet within a few dayé they would be out of the
cold, wet and depressing forest brought some little comfort to
the men. Little ¢id they know how long it was to be before this

possibility was 0 materalizae.

THE BATTALION ATTACK - 16 NOV@BER

The morning of 16 November dawned cloudy end overcast. After
e hot breskfast ike troops of the 2né Battslion occupied them-
selves with last minute preperations for the attack and with
watching the skies, hoping that they would clear. They well knew
thaet thz air sucpoit would make the advance much esazler and
less enztly. And their hopes were not in véin. By 1100 the
glouds had broken snd the sun bsgen to break thrqugh. ‘The air
‘efiort wes orderzd and begsn st 1145 hours in conjunction with &
massive srtillery preparation. Thz forest literally reverberated
with the noise of th: explosions. This air attack was the largest
aver mads in support of e ground opersiion, ineluding the "break-
out™ at 8%, Lo, Over 5000 bombers of all types from the United
Sta%es and British Air Foreces droppeé roughly 10,000 tons of
bombs on the enemy positions in and around Duren anc¢ the sur-
rounding towns. All of these targets were élmmst complately .
destroyed but the enemy positions elose in front of the 4th
Infantry Division wers untouched by the bombs. This was due
to the faet that no eclearly defined vomb line eloses in to the
front could be defined. Eowever, the aneﬁy's rear areas and
lines of comnunicetion within ths 4th Infanﬁry Division's zons
of action wefe badly disorganized. {z2)

Tha results of the artillary prepaﬁation wers nuch mors
avidenf to tha-Battalion. The shells could be heard whining
(z2) A-3, p,73=74



overhead and crashing into the trces showering the arsa with
fregments. While the heavy guns continueé o work over ths rear
aress, the light bettalion in support of th: 8th Infantry shifted
to the ares cloze in to the line of departure at H minus fifteen
minutes, The Iorest was literally boaing chewed to pleces by the
exploding shells. Treass wars shoi off and fell secross eech other
making lafgd areas absolutel y impenotrablz., However, as 1t was
soon to be evicdent, the Gerzans were so welf cug in that'they
suffered only sli:ht cesuelties.

The distance from the Battalion's assembly sres to ths line
of deperiure was ahout 1000 yardS. The'routa forward wes along
the roéd running northeest fron Bend in order to avoid the rough
terrain an? conserve th: strength of tha troops. (See Liap D)
dven this rTosd was so ﬁoor encé maddy that the movem:nt was
difficulv. The Battalion moved oubt at 1100 in a column of
companies with E Gom:énv leading, followed by F Company anc then
G Company. As the head of the column approached the bofton.of
the ravine, enemy artillery fire brgen to fail on ths bridge
aeross iLe stream. It was suspeeted that thi=z Iirse was being
@ireeted by observers froa Hill 280. (See Map D) By ihcreasiné
the interv:l beiwesn men and doudle timing,” the Battalion suc-
ceaded in erossin, ths bridge, suifering only four casusltics.,
As the Battalion proceeded up ihe¢ steep slope, the enamy. |
artillery fire continuec te fall on the bridge =nc bégan to
search th: cest slop> of tha: ravine. {(33)

By 1220 hours % ané ¥ Compsnies were deploy=d and G Company
was in eoverad positions‘just @aset of she ro=d runmning slong the
bottor of th: ravine. From the Battalion Cbservation Post,
tha Battélion Commsnder coulc nnt see hils gompsnies but was in
(gs) A-8
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contaet with them by rsdio and wir:. At 1245 hours E and F
“Qompeniss erossed the line of devariure with two platoons abreast
under covar of ouwr ertillery fire viiieh wess blasting the area just
over the top of the slope. HEhemy artillery fire continuec to

fall throughout the ares but as yet was not too intens:. Ko

small arms fire was being encousnterszd sines iz area wes defiladed.

As the aittaeXx reaclicd the top of the slope, the friendly

(1]

artillsry and perier {ire weo shirfted end imawediately ths assault-

ing companics csme uader hesvy aachine gun snd srtiliery snd

w— =
camortsr iirz., The ornexy mseliine guns wera so well caxmouflaged

)

angd visitvilivy o limived Shiat thoy eould not B

[§0]

located.

As the edévepee continued, th: enemy artille.y sné pnortar
fire bagon to ineresse in voluu: =né boeoms vory eccurats. Tree
bursts fron the 150 mm ertillery pleces and 120 mm ‘morters begsan.
to tak» a heavy will of the csseult companies.

Ths attack wes jressod and the advanee continuad agalnst
incressing resistance for about 200 yards. Sudcenly, the leading
elements osroke through the uncerbrush into a smell clusring along
the firs bresk. A&About 29 or 30 yards from the edgelof the under-~
brusk sad along the fire breoak 2 barbeé wire entsngl zaeni of
triple eonceriine highoer tisi s men's hesd extended across the
entire front. (Sze Mep D) The factv thoo en snti-personnel
mine ficl¢ extenced along; the near sedge of ihe wire was deter-

mined by s~"3“al nen Laving their feat blown ofi by tvhe woodaﬁ
S§hu nines., The snsay smell arus fire which had beer scerching
for ths attaekx:r herctoforc now became dsadly accurats. The
Germens, perfoctly concealed. tﬂ“ﬂsﬂlves, could ses2 e#ery man

of E and F Companies who movz2d into the fire breoak,

o]
)
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I{ was et this time thet it became evident thai the enemy
had léarned how to mass his artillery. It was later learned
thet the German commnander of the corps holding this area was an
artillerymen and there was no doubt but whzt he knew how to
employ his ertillery. It also bocazne evidant thet B and F
Companies were caught in an area on which the Germans had pfe-
viously registered their artillery and mnrtars. In spite of al;
efforts the advanee wes halted snd £ and F Companies were pinnsd
to the ground by the deadly mechine gun fire from the front and
flenks. Friendiy artillery and nortar fire wes brought in as
clos: =5 possible but =+ill the enemy fire continuesd. By this
tise thie snemy qrtillﬁr" fire had resched s crescendo. Exper-
ienced officers of the Battalion, who Lad fought all through
Normandy,and 8eross Ffaﬁce, later stated that they had never
before s:zen th: Germens mass so much ertillary fire on onse arsa.
Men trying to.dig in were blown to pieces where they lay. If a
man rosz from the ground Le was almost certain to be hit by the
machine gun fire even if he escaped the artillery and mortars.
The support platoons of both B and F Companies werz comnitted
but were stopped as sooﬁ as they hit the mine field and barbzd
wire. Officers ané non-commissioned officers, exhibiting the
highest order of bravery and leadership, moved along the line
encouraging the men and tryihg to find some way forwarc until
thare were bubt few Left who had not beoen killed or wounded. Still
| neither company could advance. No bangalore torpedoes or othar
means of blowlng gaps through the mines and wire had been providsed
sinee the informetion avaeilable prior to the attack Lac not re--
vealed the presence of these obstacles, (o4)

Back at the Battalion Observaetion Post, which was only aboub

(z4) A-8.



400 yards in Tear of,thé front lines, ihs situation was litile
batter. Bneay artillery firs: was pounding th: entire cest slope
of tha revine ané rovament of any kind wes vary difficult. At
1400 the Bsitelion Comuancer itelksd to tha Begimentai Comnsnder
by tvelzphone end explained ihet his Batuvelion wee unasle {0 ad-
vence ané was suffering very neevy losse:z. He was informed by
the Regimental Comusndser to consinuc the attack in an elfort to
break througch the eneay resistance. 33)

Tanedistely after telking 4> tha Rsgiaentel Comuancer,
Licuvenant Colonel Jdackson decided to commilt & Company in an
envalopaent o the left. The Jompeny Commendsr bf G Conpany,
Captsin Eerl L. Stackhoussz, was cealleé to the Battalion Obser-
vation Post to receive the order. While Captain Stackhouss
wes working his wey up the slope of ths ravine, Ceptein Hi}lebrandt
of F Company was alsa working his way back from the front linas 3o
personzlly revort th: situation to the Battelion Commander. fThase
two Company Commancders, both seasbned conbet leadarg, arrived at
the Battalion Obssrvation Post simultaneously and bafore either
ha d talked'to the Battelion Gomﬂander, both were seriously
wounded by sn enemy ertillsry concentration that blasted the
‘aree, First Lieutenant Georgu E Devine, Executive Officer of
G Compsny, wes ithan callsd to the Battalion Ovservation Post to
recaeive thu order ior the comuittment of & Company zndé First
Lieﬁtanant Robert &, Lusted, Executive Officer of F Compeany
took over that company. Commend of E Company was assuusd by
First Lieutenant John B. Middleton, Bxecutive Officer of E
Company at aboui this sams time sine: ivhe Company Commaqder,

First Lieutenant Doolsy, had been mortally wounced a few min-
utes previously. (&6)
(¢h, ¢6) 4-8
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.At 1500 bours G Compehy moved from its reserv: position,
deployad with two platooﬁs sbreast, and started advancing up the
hill wish its left flenk on ths rosd rumning erst from 3chewenhutte.
When the top of tha hill wes reachzd the company ceame undsr machine
gun and rifle fire ané was pounded by the eremy ertillery end mor-
tars. The advence continusd until the elearing along thza fire
break was rzached andé heres @ Company, as B sné¢ F Companius had
basen, was stopped. Now sll three compzani:zc were along tlis sane
genersl lin: and ell ware being seversly iauled. The antire arsea
was literally covered with the des? anc wounced of the Battalion

Vas only limited evacuatlon had bsen possible due to the heavy
eneny Tfira. (Z7)

Avout 1700, the Battslion Commsnder, heving exhausted all
meens to bresk tho cnemy line without success, ordsred the
compénies Yo withdraw %o the line of iepartuﬁe and to tie in
for thz ni:zhi. By this timo the onzay fire hed slackened some-
what wut meany asdditional casualties werc suffered in the with-
érawal., lThé movement was completed by dark and tha front had
sattlad down to & relatively qulet situation. .

About 180C +he Battalion Commender eallcd the Regimental
‘Commander by telephons from ths Observetion Post end reguested
that th: Battalion be withdrawn. He explained that the Battalion
had suffered heavily, having lost all rifle company comzianders and
a large proportion of platoon lcadersz end non—cohmissidned off£i-
cersl However, this Tequost wss refused ané he was ordered to
continue the attaek at 0900 on the followlng morning, 17 ¥Novambear.
(z8)

| As darkness descended on fhe forest a tremendous task faced
the £nd Battzlion. Plans for th:s next morﬁing's.attack hed to be
(37, 8) A-8 |
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nade; ofders had to be iésuad; food, weter and emmuniiion had %o
be brought forwaerd; ené the largest‘job of all, the wounded had
to be evacuated. Furtherhore,'the ¢epleted rifle companiez had
to undertake some kind of reorganization. The night becéme,mis—
erably cold end wet vut blanket rolls for the men were out of the
guestion. Hverything had to b= handrcarried up The stean slope
of the ravinz and tdo meny things took priority over ths rolls.
The Amnmunition snd Pioneer Platoon workad unceasingly throughout
the nizht earrying éupplies up ﬁhe-hiil and bringing casualties
down, The night was pitcek black Ana the casualties could only
be foﬁnd by thoir cries of peain. A round trip for a litter team
reg&ired from one ané one-half to two hours ané'ﬂany of the
wounded died from sxposure bafore they could be evacueted, The
numbar of woundéd oi'ficers and anlistsd men whn passed thrmough
the aid station during.the-ﬁiéht plus thoss who had been killed
totalled epproximately 125 men. The Battalion Comnander waz up
the entire night msking plEns,'issuing ordaers anc visiting the
ald statlon to 6o what hez coulé to comfort the wounded. One
wondéers hou.the Battal;on was able to make even a semblance of
an =ttack on ths followiné moraing., (39)

It is ceemed desirabla to btring out 2t this time thst
neither of the otheor two batizlions of ths regiment wera com-
-mitted on 16 Novembar. Nor wara‘eithér of thess two battalions

to ba committed on the following day.

TR BATTALION PIAY OF ATTACK - 17 KOVEMBER

The battzlion plen of sttack for 17 Noverbar uss essentially

o
=3
T
o

ane so that for the previous cay and for ihe:t racson the

tisck wee doomed o failure balfors it began. B ané F Companies
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ware s.2in %o aite.k ebresst in the eres in wliiel they hac bzen

slaughtersy shz ¢ry bafore. ZThs only iwo changes wela Lhed the
gonpenias wera cupplizd wiith Lamgslors Lorpecols furing the night

saC nn «Tfford wes to Lz nede o get the tenks ue the slops: of the

‘ravine to supoort the siteek, wiilel was Yo Jjuwap off at Osul. The

which the foot troops couid move, Thue tanks were 10 40V2 up a
narro- trail which wousd@ its way up to the roek quarry ebout Lalf

way uz the slopw on the right flank of the battelion zona:. (Sce

W

iap D) ¥roa the roek yuarry to itk top of the kill they wers to
tr: to wova cross couniry. The platoon wes Lo movs from its
esseasly ercea in the vieinity oif Bend in order 1o cioss the lins

of <eparture at 0900 along with tha csssult conpanies. Tho Z9th

-

Fiel¢ Artillery Baitslion an¢ thes 81 ma Mortar Platoon were to
cover the snsmy position with Cfirs bozinning at 0840 enc con-
tinuing antil lifted by erll fron the Comisaders of ¥ and ¥

Conpenizs. (40)

Foom o

T BATTALION ALTACK - 17 NOV.L Do
# .

ino aofding ot 17 Hovember dgavned cold aond wet. A hsavy
mist hung ovaer the IZront ¢nd the trees warw dripping wet. By
UBUO ths tanks were working their wey uwp the ~mall ireil leading
to the roeck cusrry en{ iz noiss or iheir engines achoed through
the woods, slertingz the Gerﬂans.- Inmediately, the enemy artillery
ah¢ mortar firs wagen to search the arss surrounding the suarTy.
The en of E end F Compenies crawled deep into their holes and
waited Zor Hehour to arriva. -By 0845 the tanks had reachad the
yuarry a2né begon lookin: Zor routes up the reaainder of the hill.
(40} A-8
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At 0900, when E an¢ F Compsnies climbed out of their wet and
muddy holes, only one tank of the five in the platoon  had reached
the line of departure. All thse othars were mired or could not
climb ths steep slops.

-As the attack jumped off, the <nemy was pounding the area
as on the day before. At 0930, the leading platoons had reached
the farthesti point of the yrevious day's advence aftsr suffering
heavy casualt%es and ﬁere agein stoﬁped. The ohe tank advancing
with the attack moved‘through‘thu anti-personnel mine field but
could not break through the triple concertina wirs. Several times
.it badked off and made paths through_tha 2ines buv it wass never
successful in'braaking down the wirae. The enemy continued to
pour ertillery and mortar Iire into the assaulting troops and
raked,them with mochine gun fire. To rise from the ground was
alxnost sure death. In an effort to get a bangalore torpedo
under the bsrbed wire, almost all of First Lieutenant Bernard
F. Ray's pletoon of F Company had become casualties. Realizing
thaf sdmefhing must be dona at once, First ILisutenani Ray selzed
the bangéiore ané rushed forward. By some miracls he reached
the wirs ané-sucéeaded in placing the bangelore. In ordsr to
insure that the damp fuse would burn andé that the gap would be
blown, he deciéed to remsin a% the torpsdo until it explodsed,
fhereby saerificing his life. For this d&isplay of heroism, he
was awarded the Congressional Medal of Hoﬁor, posthumously.

Seeing First Lieutenant Ray's. display of ecouragse, several
other men, mostly non-commissioned officers, bagon 0 work their
wsy forward td the wirs. Only three or four'escaped the enemy
fire and were able to reach the barrisr and place the bangalores.
However, when ths fuse igniters werc pﬁiled,‘the torpedoes failed
to detonate, ILater it wes discovered that the fuses had been
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damaged by uhe exposure to the rmud and water as they lay on the
ground the »revious ai:zht. (41}

Bven though a4 gep heé now beén blovn in the wire as a result
of First Lieutenant Ray's heroism, tho Batualion was unadie to
sdvance. A% about 1000, the Batialion Commander ordersd E end
F Coapeanics to withdraw o tho positidns from whiech thay hed
jumpad orff ancAagain the Ba.talion hed suffared vary savarely
without oveiiy sble to reach The enemy position. The morels of
tha troops wes shaltered and 1t was vsery avident that{ tha Bat-
talion woulé Lsve to be withérawn from the lina, reorganized and
re-eaquippad before 1L wouldd agaiﬁ be cepatle of effeetive action.

As Z an¢ F Cormpanies ware falling beck, ke Battalion Com-

mander called the Regiuantal Cowsahdar by telephone and informed

hinm of thz zituation. .He wae tol¢ by ths Regimuntal Comzander to-

Y

rernain in 3L present position e=nc msike tlans L0 continue the
attack on 18 Novemt.T. Howaver, Lizutenant Colonel Jackson knew
that iha Batislion coulé nol vossibly scco.plish ihis mission

and so staved. It was:then deeided thet ths ord Battalion would
asisck on 15 Novembiur snd ihe Znd Batielion wula withdraw to an
asscubly ares in ths vicinity of Bend to reorganize. This move
was Lo be cxecuted immediafely aftzr the Srd Battalion Jjump-off.
By ¢sylight on 18 Novsaver, all casualtizs heé beszn evacuated and
61l elesents of th: Baitslion vera preparcd to withdraw to the
sanz swas froa whieh they Ladé ceparted on 16 Noveuber to cross

the line of ceperture in the initiel ettack. (42)

TEw SATTALION TUOZCGATIZATION - 18 NOV.IDR

On tho norning of 18 Novambzr tho Reginenial Comaandar
errived a2t the “né Battslion Commend Post in the villﬁgalof

(41, 4%) A-8
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Bend for a conference. As a result of this mz2ting the Battalion
Coanander was ralieved from connand_and'returned v0 the Regi-
mentai Comuand Post with the Regimental Commender. Commanc of
the Baitslion was teken over at this time, by Major George 1.
ligbry, Jr., the Execuvivs Ofiicer, and Captain Jamss W, Haley
was transferrad froa the lst Bassslion o vhe 2nd Bﬁttalion and
assigned sz Executive Officer. Captain Haley roported to the
Battalion on the zfternoon of 18 November and was immaediately
acguaintsc witkh the situation by the Battalion Comnender. (42)

Whon Major Mabry wes given the comaand of the Battalion on
the norhing of 18 Novembar, hs was told io be prepared to etiack
the i2llowing day. For a new comnsender of a badly depleted and
beaten cattalion this was a large order.

Tine wae at a premium so the work bagﬁﬁ imnediately. ‘Abouj
200 replacementis hsd reported to the Baftalioﬁ early in the morn-
ing and hel bean essigned %o the compcnies. Unlortunately there
were ifew officers amwony thes2 ney man. Clean ¢lothes wers issﬁed
to thi: Troops and Lot meals wera servsé. lost and damaged weapons
and e.uipnent were repleaesd, end new pletoon and sgual l:aders
werz sooointed. - _ . -

At the end of tke day the Ealtelion Led been rsorgenizsd but

4

nevwi leaders ané inereasing the

ct
@)
'_l
ri'}
hed
J
O
[
[m
et
l_l
3

only to ths sxyent
nunerical stren_th. The Battelion was nov abous forty percent
under strength in enlisted .ien and thers wss an averag: of two
officers psr compsny, axeept for Bautelisn Headyuariers Company.
{4¢)

DATJALICE PLal 77 ATTACK = 18 NOVaubed

The Bavialion plsn of =ztiack for 19 November wss boged on

tlie hope of ,z2izing surprise, No artillery or aortdar prapara-
(43, 44) A=7
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‘tions were to bermade and it was hoped that the attention of the
enemy would be crawn to the atvack of the <Ird Béttalion which

was continuing its attsck started on 18 Novambsr. The atiack

was to bz made on the ri:ht flank of the regimsntal zone {See map
D) and the formation was to be a coluan of companies in tha order
of G, ¥ ané E Compesniss., The heavy machine gun platoons from H
Company were to be attached to &G and F Companies ané these pla-
toons wers to follow lhe edvance of tL: companies sinee no
positions for supporting fire wesre aveilable. The 81 mnm platoon‘
wss to be prepared to support the attsck on call from thae same
positions used for the lﬁlNovember atféck vhieh were still
occupied. A wire tesm from th Battalion Wire Section was to
acconpany the advance of & Coupany laying a wife line as the

advance procaéded. This wirz line, on which the Battalion

gt

Commendar sn¢ his Commsné Group could tap in, was to supple-
@ent the radios. The Battalidn Commancer ané his Comaand
Group, nede up of hinself, the S-3, Tho Artillery Liaison
Officer ané necessary runners and comaunications personnel,
wera to follow the sdvance of G Company. The attack was o
eross the line of Cep&rture at OBOO whieh meant that the Bat-
talion would hev: to move froam the assembly ares at 0630, The
line o depsrture wess to be thz road running slong the bottonm
of the ravina. Again it would bs necéssary to supply ths
“eompeanies frbm this Toad Zorweré by hané carry ané the Ammuni-
tion enc Pioneer Platoond was alerted for this mission. Weapons
cerriers would bz able to :ove along the roed in ths ravianas but
only und:zr the cover of derkness. And agsin a forward collécting
point wes to bes established by tha Bstislion Medical Section
g¢incé the Battalion Aid Station wss to r.omein in its present
location in Bend as wes the Battalion Command FPost.

—El-




The attsched tank platoon was to remain in battolion resarve
in its present location zndé the engineer platoon was to cluar the
trail running cast from the line of departure along the stream as

the attack progressed. (S:e Map D) {45)

TIZ BATTALION ATTACK - 19 NOVAMBZR -

As the Béttalion Efecutive Officer watchad the Battalion
move through the village of Bend on the morning of 19 November
enroute to the line of dGeperture, he knew that only superhuman
effort on the part of the lesders, especially the Battélion
Commender, would be necsssary if ths Battalion was to bz suecess-
ful. The old men appsared to be still suffaring from th: effects
of the ettacks of 16-17 November and th= new man appearad to be
de jected and low in spirits due to the weather; the rud and the
thought bf their first'taste-of action., Only grim fortitude and
deteraination seemed to be pushing the wet, muddy fuet of the
Battalion. Tha Executive Officer wondered 1f this would be
sufficient to carry the Battalion throush the hard, bloody
fighting thet lay ahsad,

As the lcading element of the Battalion crossed the line of
departurs at 0800 and started to move up the deep draw running
east from thé north~south road.they'came under mschine gun firse
from Eill 280, ZThis fire was covaring a mine field which ex-

' tended scross the draw. (Sce Map D) Immediately, the leading
men tobk cover and rsfusz=d to move. The Battalion Commander
reelizsd at onee that if the atteck was to advance every officer
would havs to lead tha way ané he bhagen moving toward the hesd
of G Company. Arriving at the min: fisld, he made a hasty '
reconnaissance ané decided to iry to by-pass the barrier by
moving the Battalion across ihe draw anc then around tha base

{45) A7
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of Hill 280, About this tine moderata enemy srtillery znd morter
fire begen fslling in the arsa inecluding sowe rounds from haavy
railroad guns. Howsver, singe this fire waz not too heavy it

was evident thet the Germans were shrowing most of their artdillery
against the &rd Batitslion attack. Within thirty ﬂinutes‘G Company
was‘moving again due primarily to the efforts of the Battalion
Comaander ané the Company Comuandsr of & Cqmpang and was crossing
the draw toward Hill £80. Immediately acfoss the draw anc at the
base of Hill 280, ths company encountered another mine field and
several men beceme casusliies. A Compeny aid man bagan worxing
his wey towardé the wounded men Lut he too steppel on a ning and
was sariously injared. Othar men voluntarily tried to rescue
thes: cesumliies frowm the mina field dbut 1ot one got further than
a few yards before they too were killed or wounded by the Slhu
minze. About this tim=, the Baiireiion Commender reachel the area
and issueé oirders that no man was to try to evecuate ithe casualiies
froa the aine fisld. To d> so was plain suleide.

Th: Battalion Commander than mede & personal rseonnalissance

-

of the entire arce ané by zom: ineredible meons gscapoed the mines.

(

Lo

He gucceedod in finding a path through the ainad ares on the

¥

south slope of Hill 399 ené zoon had U Company moving along this
path. Eneny neehine jun fire continue: to sween thoe ares but
was not too effeective due to the roughness of the tsrrsin. {46)

The Battsiion Comasnder nov resained at the head of G

x

ompany =né the advancs wac continued for about 400 yards, only
slizht rasistaﬁce being ancouniered. As sihe lseling elements of
G Company approathed the smsll ereek (See liap D} it canms unéer
heavy -wehine jun ané rifie fire frou four log bunkers locatzd
or tha Ligh grounc just =zeross the struaﬁ. F Company was

(46) 4-7, A-8




gomaitted in sn envelopment to the laft and¢ in ver; elos® flgnting,
personelily lud oy the Baitelion Cozwender, the snemy position was

ovarrun. Thz sdvence was continusé with F anéd B Coupenizs abreast

and by 1Z00 haéd reaehed th- second sm=ll stream. Here G Coxpany

o

canz undar exirsmely haesvy méchina gun Fire from log bunkars aeross
he siream anc the edvence wes stopped. A suzll counterattack
devzloped sgainst the left of G Company but was cssily repuised.
Again ihz Battvzlion Commender ook charge of the fighting and the
attseek was pressad. F Compeny sucesedad in fickting its wey for-
ward tc ths strean aé&inst vary heavy resistsncs and the right
pletoon o G Conpsny succzeds in reaciiing the strasm in ﬁha
bottom oi ithe draw. This strea:, only a few feet wics, wes easily
fordeble but the Garasan positions on the Ligh grounc across the

strazm only = few yards eway lookad right down on the plesioon.

1

Soae shoelter vies efforded b, thz steep bsnk o th- streom bul

aw men who succeadsad in

H

- ggein thz advancs was storped. The
scoanbling up he bank were easy targsts for the Germen gunners
since ihz sange wee no nmore then 25 or L0 yerds. Convact war SO
close thai the Germans bLagsn to roll grenades cown tha bauk on

to the plotoon wvhieh wes tryilin. to telg cover behind whe Dbank

sné ia iz strcam ivself. Fortunstely, derkness wes s021 ©O

Aboui 1720 tac Batteli?n Corraadar Geeid=d %o helt ihe atiack
and tils in for i ﬁight. He indormzd ikﬁlExecutive Officer of
thuse intantioas.aﬂd told hin to have thu Asmunition end Pionesr
Platoon étart the hand carrying of suppliocs forwer: and th: evacu-
ation of ihz wounced. He thun ordersd the Co:peny Comasncer of
G Compnsny to pull the platoon bdeek out of the streem on lire with
the reﬁainder or & Comnany and to rsfuss the right flsnk of she
(47) A-8

=Gl




company by placin. th: Ird pletoon in position on tlhie right facing

soutk. F Company vas orcercé o refus. its left flenk in the

saa aner =a¢ B Comuany wes to iake up» pofitions 3o proiact

t

both flanks anc the rasr. The Baitzlion Commender thean inlormed
tuno Exacubive Officer that Le wiss lceavin, for the Battalion Comnend
Post o aske plens Jor ihkis Jollowin: d&Y. (48)

Dat: on +he altzrnoon o) 1% Novauier tl Battallon rucelved

approxiusvely Uifty replacesents. ZThes: aen verc 1:i:edlavely

-

gssiznzd to th. eoapanics end eftor & brief orientation by the-

£~

Battalion Bxscutive Officer were sant forwsrd to asslst ihe carry-
ing parivics in carr;incleupalias 1o vhe Iroumt linis. Aft«r vhe
coapletion of ihis vmsk they were to ressin with their sssignad
comginias ‘sinee the day's casuslties hec brought the Bestalion
gown to lese than fifty percent of authorized strangth, (4%)

The carrying partics worked sisacdlily uwntil well after mid-
night vefore rscupply was cffoeted and the casuaities haé¢ been
evacueiec, Seversl casualtics of G Company, who hed to be aben-

|

.= strezam, could not be raacksl anc neay ovhers 1in the

[N

donad in 3
aine fields died before the zng.ineers could cl-ar palhs 0o Tescae
ihem. The .sine fislcs and the single, narrow path throush them
along the sice of Hill 99, asde thr job of the carrying cartics
doubly ¢ifrficuwly enc. ol the 2ssentials of food, weter =nd
emmanision could be cerriec forward. Agein 4T was nccsssery
Por the troons to slesep in a zole ksli Iilied wivh oaad end water,
in frsezing weathor, withous iie little confort of e blenket roll. -
It &z Lunenly lipossills LD CEYTY the rolls Zorward by carrying
parties =zlong witkh uvho otlizr supplias.

Mo Batislion Com =néer arrived st the Baittallon Commend
Post abﬁut 2000, Of the meny days of hafd fighting he hac sesn
(48, 49) &7
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in Normendy, France ani now Germany, this ha¢ uncoubiedly been
the hardesit. Not only had he hed a grest new responglbilivy,

thet of leacding s tired, worn battelion for ths first vine, out

{

also in order for the Battslion to advance it hrdé been necessary

@
i
.,'

|

far hia Lo wmarsonall:

Pry o

{

engage in the rfighting.  For Lis actions
durin: the days snd on ths three days wikleh wars %o follow he was

awardeé the Congressional Modal of Honor. (50)

TH 5 BATTALION PLAN - 20 NOVIISIR

As a resuli of oral orders dellvared to iks Battalion Com=-
manﬁer'aarly on thz might of 1% Novewber, the 2nd Battalion'was
to make & demonstration on the morning of 20 November. This
feint was to be in'support of thz attack of the lst Battalion
which wac to be committed on the laft flsnk of tha zone to claar
the road¢ running ocast from Schevenhutte. The demonstration was
to begin at 0830 in orcer to covar the movemend of tha lst
Battzlion which wes to cross tho linsz of departure at 0900,

Tho plon oalled for the 81 i Morter Platoon to fire a fifteen
minute concentration followed bj a conecentretion of snoke. As
the smoks concentration begen the heavy machine gun platoons

of H Company, which ware in position on the line with F ana G
Companiss, were to fire rapid Iire for five minutes then change
to slow firs Zor the next ten minutes. No movement of trodps
was to take plesce and sll men were caubloned to takes cver from

the ensmy artillery anc mortar firs which was expectad as a

result of ke feint. {51}

THE BATTALION DELONSTEATION - 20 NOV.&iBER

The 81 mm Mortar platoon opened fire at 08%0. For the first

(50,81) A=7
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five ainutes the rate of Iire was the naXimum that thé crews could
attain. The woods in front of the Battalion position achoed with
the buret of the shalls. And as wes expected the Geraman razction
was immediate. Machine zuns from the log buﬁkers fecing the
Battalion opened fire and ertillery end aortar shells began falling
in ths arca. 'Fortunataly, our itroops had learned to provide their
holes with overheasd ecover and casualties from the enemy fir:z were
to ba very light. By the tiaze H Company's machine guns had opened
fire, the ensny's fiie wa:z exitremely heaﬁy. Thare could beé no
doubt but what he oxpectas bhe Snd Battalion to attack. (52)

Tha effzetiveness of the faint weas imzeéiataly'obvious. ‘The
lst Battalion crossad the line of depsrtur: sad acdvanced 1000
yerds sgeinst only slicLt resistsnce with hardciy any artillery
or norlar fire being sne>unterzd. It is undoubtedly true that
the eneny's attention ha¢ been focused on the 2nd Battalion and
thet the astack of the lst Battzlion took hia by surprise. For
the remainder of th2 dey and night ths front along thé Znc
Battelion sector was quiet, markeé only by =n occasional hurst
of nzchine gzua firs or a few rounds of artillafy. The cold,
rainy weathsr continued and light snow Isll éuringrthe cay.
After the demonstration, ths Battalion occupied itsslf with
trying to keep waram, reofganizing to $he extent »ossible while
in contact, zné meking plans for resumption of the.attack on

the followiing dey.

THZ BATTALION FLAN - 21 NOVIMBER

By 20 November all three battalions of thu Reglment Lad been
comiitted snc¢ th: enamy first line of reslstance liac besn pene-
trated in three places. Since the batitslions had attacked on very

{52) &-8
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narrow fronts and al widelj sepsratel points, ihers was no physical
eontect betwaén batvelions. Althiough the first snaay lins had
been broksn, ihzre wers msny enemny strong points bahind the Iront
;ina of ths Regiment. Visibilily wee so reduced by the donse
forest and the weather eonéitions that the attacking troops viould
often by-pass these cneay posiiions without being observeaed.

In orésr to close the gap between the Jdrd Batialion and the
2né Battalion, the 2né Bettalion was 1o sttack to the northeast
on 21 Movember. The plan of siteck wss to again advance in &

~

ecolunn of compenies in the order of B, F and & Compenies. The
atteck wes to move along the firs break waieh ren to the north-
eastr[See liap D). One platoon of heavy machine guas Irom H
Coupany was agaln atteciied %o E and F Compani:s to follow the
advance of thosa compenies, The 81 mm Platoon was to be pra-
parsd to support the ettack on call fron its position in
vieinity of Bend. The platoon was alertac to be prepared to
displace forwesrd during tlie da; to a position selectéd by the
Comueanding Officer of H Company. The attacied platoon of tanks
was ¢.ain to reasin in reserve since no roads by which vhay
ecoulé move to support. th: aitack ware available. In an sffort
Vto gain surprise, the artillsry was not %o fire & preperation
but was o ba preparec to support the attack on call, TIhe
Dettelion Commsnd Group was to follow thz atveance ol E Company.
Th: attsck wes to Jump off from present positions st 0900.

The acuinistrative plan wes So be ihe same as for pre-
ceding atuvacks 2Xcepl thet the.aﬂmuniuion supnly point had
been pusha¢ forward during the night of 20 Novemper. Tha road
running 2est from Sehevechutte hsd now been openad alasst 1o
the triangle onm the top or the ridge (See Hep D) anc this roed
was to be used as the vrouta of sdvence of supplius and axnunition,
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From thz furthest point of vebkiele movenent it would again be
necessary to hend cerry the ewaunition and suprliss and to avacu-

ate the wounded by litier teasns. (58]

Ti% BATTALION ATTACK - 21 NOVHLBIR

1

Ag 0500, the-a‘vande bozan with ouly light artillery fire
being encounterzd, The enceuy positions av -vhe iLead ol vhe draw
were Jounc vo have Dawhl recenﬁly evacuateé with mueh aguipnent,
inelucing two Luavy mortars, heving been sbandona24 Dy ﬁhe enemny.
TLe alvence continu:é e alnay only siight resissance until the
triangls wes reachedé at whieh point E Coipsny esie under vary
heavj,ﬂachinulgun zné rifls fira: Fron jrepa:ed annery positions
in ené srounc the triangle. & Compeny ves unable to advaice
anc F Conmpany wes connitter to the left. ‘Jusﬁ as F Company had
deployed and moved upon lins wiih & Compony, =a enemy counter-
avtack in compeny surungth struck ite front linss Zrom the
¢iraetion of the Ren Weg‘road. This countereitacx was .80
devor.iined that the Gerﬁans succeeded in overrunning the Bat-
talion lina sesvween B and F Qonsenies and ponetreied all the
way bsek Lo thw ressrve compsny. It had baen lmpossibls to
brin: artiller; firs cown on th: counvaratiack Laccuse the
low vizibilivy preventsd ih: atteck from teing observad until
it had zetuslly hiv ks l}ne 02 B ané F Companies. Only after
closa Len: to hand Tighving by individuels enc eisll sToups was
the stvack finelly étOfpcﬁ. Byan th= Command Group tecalé ell-
z¢. {54)

As sgoon as uliv Jnan
comnitied zac soon the line had¢ benn rasborad. ALl tho Geimaopns

who hed ponstreted ke Baitelion's line wers killac¢ or captured.

(52) a-7; (34 A-8




Approxiueiely thirty-fivs to forty prizonzrs wers capiurad, and
later t.o truek loads of dead Geruanc were picked up in the araa.
As en exemple of hou eclose the fighting becs=nz, & rifleman of
E Coacany killed 11 four nombers of s Germsn nechina Jun crew
with his rifle at s fange of 15 yards. These Germans were in .
the =ct of c;awling forwerd o vhe adge of & thicket to place
their san in action. {53) |

After the counterattack Lad been gefée%ed,rﬁ Company was
echelona ¢ to the rizht rear of ths Baitalion anc s=nt a plaioon
to ¢ech of Eills 401 anc 402, Thes: platoons found that ths

enany positions on these iwo Lills had besn raecently / evacuated

end it wss cuspsetzd thot the counteraitacking force hesd moved

)

.

against the Bettolion from thas: positions. (56)
Iha atteck was continucd with B end F Coupsnies abrsast,

o

E Company on the right, with G Compeny echelonad to the rizht
rear protecting the right flsnk. Heaevy resistance continued
throughout the day wiih direet fire from self-prop3lled guns
firing down tha Run Weg causing numerous easuslties. By 1700,
the Battzlion's advence hadé rezchad a point on the Ren Weg about
500 yards southsast of ikhe triangle sné hLere the Battalion tied
in for the nigkit. A perimeter defens:-was taken up witk G
Compeny proteetin, thus flsnks and rear. (&7)

Agzin the earryin: parties ané litter bearers “Drkud until

well after widnight. Ths roasd running easit from Sehevenhutte had.

been clearec to & point about 2000 yards east ol the village but'
‘wae under heavy firs from ilhe ensmy artillery salmost continuousiy.
Uncer cover of derkness, vehicles brought supplizs for the
Battzlion as far forwsrd sc =wossibls and the carrying parties
noved then the rensining distance by henc. The Battalion Medical

5%, 56, 57) A-8
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Seculon establiska2é a collecting point st the furthest point of

vehicle advence anc shuitled the cssualties back to the aid

1.

" station by Jjeen as they were brouw ht in by the litter bearers.

 Again the Battslion was Ceztinad to spond a eold, wei, miserable

nizht since it vas iapossible to bring th: nen's rolls torward,

{58)

T2 BAUT LION PLAT OF ATTACK - 22 KOVEIDBER

nlsn for 22 Novenber wess for e continuation of

Al
£

The Bettalion

the atteelk of the previous dsy. B anl F Coupsnies were 1o continue

the attack abresst, with E Compsuy on the right, snd G Company

*

was to b2 in reserve, protectin: tha right flank. The 81 mm

'y

Mortar Platoon was to ve prepsrad to zuapport toe attack frow ivs
nev position east of bchav mhutte.,

The sdninistrative plan and other devalls of the attzck were
to be the same 2z on nroceding days., The attack was to juunp off
fron the front line positions at 0630 hours withoui an artillery
preparasion, again secking to gain surprisz. (59)

The Batislion Bxecutive Officer bagen aakin plans on the

night of 71 November for il novemsnt of th: Commsnd Fost o a

forwerd locetiosn esrly on ihe morning of 22 Novemover. The Cozpany

(J

Commencer of Heedguarters Company wss cirs cﬁed to select & new
Comusnd Post along the road east of Schevanhutte caviy tho nexid

mornin: ené to begin irnediztaly to install comuunications end

organize the woveaent of the Lizacgusriaqre. (60)

R

Tl SALTALLON ALTACK -~ B3 N0V

[$+)

At 0050, just =s th: eold, blesk cey wes dawning, the
Bettelion crawlac fro: iis nudéy hales end noved Zorwsrc. The
(58, 9, 60) A-7
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garly hour of the zttack esné ihie ebsence oif esn artillsery prepara-
tion took the Geruasns by =urprise and ianitlslly fh: advance of
the Batizlion wes repid, Numerous prisoners wsre taxen end heavy
cesuslti=:z were inilict«{ on the eneny. One conerete pill bvox

1

ené fowr or {iv: lo: bunkers, toﬁether.Hith an extansiv: trench
systen astride ihe Ren wey, were oV LI un by tiz: Betvelion by
G800, (Ses Liesp D) The sttack was continued but Ly now tha Germans
had recovared Irom ths surpriss and resislence becane very stub-
born. The enamy artillary ané szlf-propell=d gun fire beeane
extrenalj'heavy and the advance of the Bettalion was slowed., G
Company was comuitted on the risht of E Company early in the
morning and the advence movaé slowly Torward, After hard, close
figkting throughout the dsy, by 1700, th: Batvalion had raached
a point astride ilie Ren weg about 200 yerds short of the right-
soutl boundary of the Regiuivnt., At wvhis iime, G Company wss
pulled baek to battslion reserve anc the Battalion took'up &
perinetar cefense for the uight. {él)
| The activities durin_ the ni ht wers fhe ssiie as on previous

nights. Tha gmaln sapply route had been opened to the triangle
durin: the <ay but =¢ill suzplics Lad tb w2 Land carried ‘Tom
thet point to tho Eattalion position, a ¢istiance of some 1300
yards. (o62)

oy 120¢ hours on &2 Ndvambaﬁ, the Baittalion Commend Fost had
conpleted ivs movament 3o th: new loecztion. The new Comsnc Post
was éﬂ undersround log zhelter, a formar Geruan Comiznd Fost,
from wihienh three coad Gerans ware venoved, It was locstad just
off thz roal about 1l0C yards ssst of Sehevanhutte. (63)

Whan ile Battalion Commsnder errivad back at the new Comaand

Post after dark on ihz evening of 22 Novenper, he vias informed

(61) 4-8; (o2, 63) &-7




by ihie Baitalion Execubive Officer thet the Battalion wss to e
relieved the following morning end pullad hres to en asszenbly
arag in'thﬁ-vicinitv of_S el vanhutte o racaive & aueh nesded
snize. He was further informed thsi he was to
xedlately gport to the Hegimential Command Fost from vhance

t Tor & brief visit witl his tcrother vlic ves in
s nearby flelc¢ hospitel as & result of having lost a fool to a .
Germsn mine. The Bxecutive Officer was fo fake comnend of the
Bettalion in the absence of the Battslion Commasnder and to

effeet Lh: relief of the Bettalion on tha following uorning. (64}

AlLLYSIS AND CnITICIG

In anslyzing ead eritieizing the opcrations of the Enc
Battelion, it is necessery to ksep in aind the tervein over which

]

L{he battalion operstisd and thiz bed westhor conditlons that existed

during the periocd. Further, it must be renznberaé that inrormation

Py

iel e'tsoek was bLesed was extremely limitel through

ot
[¢y]

on wileh the 1ni:
no -fault nor neglaet of vhe nd¢ Battvlion.

It is éifficult vo plzee ihs responsibility or to deternine
Wiio wés =% f=zuali Ior tha lﬂck of inforiation avsilable to 1
2nc Batzallon on wiich to nlan the e.tacx of 16 Novsaber. The
no-patrolling orcer was apparently well concelvued bvat it is evident
‘that_uhe enomy was well awars of ithe coming altack. I beliave that
ha¢ the Battelion been given the opprotunity to -probs the enemy
position with peirols that e weakness in his cefuensces ceouldé Lave
been located and the attack launched in an ares where it would
have bean successful. This bslief is substentiated Dy the sue-
cessful aitack of the srd Battalion on 18 November wich was

leunched only & short distence %o the right of the area in which

(641 A-7




tho Znd Bettelion attacked on 16 Novemver. I is further belleved
that regarcless of the lack of inﬂormation, the Battalion:plan
should rave sntlelpated that the tnemy position would be mined

and wired and that provisions for breeking these obstacles chould
have besn ineluded in the plan.

The cifficulties of the terrsin over vhich th: Battelion was
to attack weres 1ully realized by the Battelion Commancer. KEis
adiinistrative plans were complete snd woere designed to overcome
these cifficulties. The efficiency of the Battelion Surgeon and
Lis Medicel Section and sense of responsibility and attention to
duty wero of the hizhest order. The cGetsrmination and courage
¢isplayed by the litter teawns in spite of the tremencous éifficulties
encounterad in the evsacustion o the numerous éasu&ltias doubt-
iessly saved sn untold number of lives. Nothing but praise can
ba zived to the Amrunition and Pioneer Platoon for its work
throughout the nizht in hend earrying supplies forwardé ancd
bringing the wounded to ithe rear.

In sy opinion, the Regim:ntal Coxusnder erred in ordering
tie 2nd Battslion to0 continue the sttack on 17 November. To me
iﬁ'is gvident thst dus to the severe lossas suffersd on 16.
November, the Bzttalion was in no e¢onéition to continue offen-
sive oparations against a prepared vosition, mannsd by & capable
and determined ensny. It probably woulé lLave beon adre sdventa-
geous to comnit the Zré Battelion on the 17th sincs this Battalion
Lad not yot been =ngaged. The 2nd Batzeliqn had lost so severely
in key personnel and the spirit end determination of the Troops

ol

3]

4 ceen so Lowered by the suvaere msuling of the previous day that
0ily & t%ken a.tack eould ve ounted om the 17th.

Considering thet the Battalio; vias orcared to attaék on
17 November, the Basialion Comzuancer ¢ould probably hevs devised

=44m




s betser and ore thorough »lan of avtzck. The atteck of the
Battalicn over ths sz:;e sTount anc with the same scheae of
maneuvsr used on 16 Novamber was doomed to failur: belors 1w
started. Had the plan.callai for 2 zhizt to the »ight, ihe
attock to be mece in a colusn of companics with &G Compeny lead-
ing anc¢ leuanchod¢ with the possibility of geining surprise, it
is possible that the eneny lins c¢ruld lLava been Lroken.

Tii: one cay allotted to tho Z2nd Bauvalion for-reofganization
after vhe dlgastrous sitacks Df716-17 Novémber was insuffieient.
The gttaék whiclk the 2nd Battalion nedée on 19 Novembar could wsell
have be¢n mada b, the lst Batielion wilek hac not been committad
prior fo this wims. TlLe Znd Battalion at less ihan two-thirads
strensth, including the replacements reesived on 13 Fovewmbar, and
with =n averaz: ol Lwo ofllcers py colpiny, exelucinug Battelion
Esadgu&rters Company, coulc well have used esnother 42y for re=-
organizing;f |

Altiouzk I a.rsae.thiat the rolieving of the 2nd Bativalion
COJxeu;er on 18 November ves trobably Eesirable, I £s8l th=t Le
SHOULG RO be to3 severcly critiecized Zox thr failure of the
avtaciks on 16—17 Novsabuer., It is lik=ly vhet bis will to fight

hat bzen ¢estroyed bul in my opinion, hiis re_ ucst ikLat sh2 Znc

i1

Baticlion be vithdérawn on the nijht of 16 Novaaber anc Lis siate-
221t to the Reginenitel Comrencer on ihe =fternoon of 17 Novembaer
to the effeet .hat tie Battalion wes noi in condition Lo continue

y 3 +
7}

the stitack on 18 Novenber, warse sound anc justiiied.
- 2 (]

[N

The atiesck of the 2nd Batitalion on 19 Wovembiur whick was
successTul in gaining soac 900 rards wes rede with great QifTi-
culfy. The .iorels of th» itroops wes decicedly low end tiey
possocged very 1itsls fispsin, spirit. Grset c. edit must b2 given

to she new Betislion Comwndar fov the success of %kis etvtack. It
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CTI

was priuarily Jue to Lis couregs, celirriinstion ent u8Tsong

exsiple thou the Batvtelion svun suce9eced in Lotting Usyonc the

-y

line of depsvturv. His plza of sttaclk uas siapls but yiv com-
plet . ~nd ihis is ihe only kind of a plan ihat ihe Battalion wes
capebls of vxecuwsins el ki vime. Eis presence o3 ihe heaa df
the Beitelion ihroushout the sy carried thu Battelion Iorward.
The Cemonstretion mace by the nd Battelion on 20 November
pleyec & major rolw in the successful attack feliverad by the
lst Battalion on th= left flank of the regiacntal zone. The plan
for tiis feint wes well conceivad, well dravm snc well executed.
Unéoubtedly tho enamy's attention was Tocused on the nd Battalion
on whe rizht flank of the re¢.iasntal zona. This faet is substenti-
ated oy iie lerge voluae of Zive placec on thz "né Batvzlion's

position gné by vhe 1li 14 sasistence initislly erneountared oy vlie

Y

1s% Batuslion in its asttack. 4As a rosult of tiis felnt and the

L

successful avvack of the lsi Bettzlion, thy enany's first lians of

resistance Lad now oeen Lroken in three dirffersnt arzas.
The avisex ox the “né Batizlion on 71 November succesded in

cbtalning a messurs of rurprise., Instead of & Irontal attack
againsy the eneay positvion, which had stopped the advance oI the
Batialion iate in the afternoon of 19 Hovembver, tvhe Basialion
Commaznder decided vo make sn envelopment to the left. The conm-
‘panies wers well ¢Fisnosed for this movenent end 25 & resultl of

ens. woods and fogg J weather, the

hy

the low visibilivy, due tp ths
Battelion wes abla 1o out;iank the znemy strong point without
beings catected. A gain of 1000 yards wes registered sgainst
relatively lisht resistence ;ntil_the =neny's nexi preparsd
position wes encowatered. This flenking mofenant forceé the
enemy to withéraw from the strong voint wkich had stopped the

Batittslion on 19 November.




saeh eraediv Is Cue the Bstizlion for stopplug the counter-
attnek on inz aituornooa or £1 Hoveavsr., Contaci was o closs
that she we of sritillery @nc sawrtar fir: wes ilmpossitle uith
the result theo vhe fizvting beeane hand vo hand. The counter-

attack i9c s0 dev@rsinad that the Batitalion llr was penetrated
end beecause oy the navy woods, the fishting beesme a series of
individual anc smsll group ensag:.aents. Contact batween units
wos lost and control became excaedingly difficult but by aizht-
fall tie lins Lac been restor:¢ wnc the Germané who hed maée
the Denatrat;on had all been kxilled or. capturad. Only deterained
troons could heve repulsed suck a countéraltack.

The Battalion's avtsck on 22 Novenber w&é a Eontinuation of.

‘seiv Lot any adveonce at sll was

(.

whet ol the previous day The

mode. iz & tribute o uhe eoursgs <nd detsrainasion of the a2n snd

hy initiative =znd luadersiip oi 3he officers. Very haavy c4as-
uzlties had bsen suilerced in uhé stubborn fizhting of th: previous
day sod Ehﬂ.tactica; univy oi slie copsniss was co%plﬁtely Gls=-
orgenizad, Yne Batvslion now Lsd nou had 3 kot mcal for Iour
dayz, hed gpani Four wet =nd niserably cold night without rolls

end hed bsen subjueied Lo tremendously heavy Iire for seven days

(4]

se

snd nlghtu, with the exeeption of 18 November. In spite of tha
problens, the Battalion gainad 1500 yards in th: attiack this day.
In 4y opinion, troops who ars to fight in heavily wooGed
ereas nuet reccive prior treining in this tpe of fignting., 4.
ceptured document of the 183rd Volks Grenadier Division, wiicn
wes encountered in vhe Hurtgen Forest, rsad in part ss follows:
"In combat in wooceé ersas the Americsn showed himself
completely unfit®. (65) I believe the% speciel formations .iust

e ccopizd for righting in woods ané specisl neans employed

o

or mainteining control end ¢irection. The :nd Baitelion e~uld

H:

well have mece use of vhe wesk spent in the for: st prior $o tus

(63 A-u, Dp.166




attack of 16 Novenbar in training for cosbat in dense wonds.
It is ve.y 1l:nortzrt that replacencents rzceive s mariod
of indoetrinetion by th: reeceiving unit vefare bela; commiiied
to action. All voo oitun in vhe Hurtg:n roresi :splec hanis
vare killed or vouinded vIlivLooil ever rasehin., . Iront liqa.

Fardiy ever ¢ic thay even have the chgsce Lo lsern ke lwie of

yvaravions of Lh@'ﬁnd
Battaiion durin; tnz perioﬁ 16-22 Fov..wber, 1t is ne assarj 10
again reesll the aifficultiss encounvered with the veéthar end
tlie heavily Wwoocded, rough';efrain. The lack of roads in the
arce also »layad ¢ .dajor role in the probleams oflthe Battalion,
In‘spite ol ithosa difiicultius, ah¢ the severs raversss in the
attacie on 16-17 Noveabsr, the Bsttalion continued io press the
atteck =nd zdd greatly to th. ultimate accomplishment of the
regiacntel objeetive, Operating elmost constantly at l&s; than

fift; percent strength andé suffering from the loss of all rifle

comgpeny commanders, ivhe Bstialion continusd to advance, repelling

)

daily countersttacks and infliecting hasvy
Three prcepared snaeny positions wer: éncountered end .ach uacs
brok:n. Numerous prisoners werz csptured. HMuch of-tha credit
aust go to th: skill, initietive anc leacership of whe orficurs
but in ths Tinsl snalysis, it wes the courage and deteraination
of the man with the rific vwio @@t anc overcama the miserscly

¢olc snc wet westher, the fanatiesi Germcn Gefenders anc the

. ) . )
mine fields and preparsd defens%ve& 0% ihe Hurtgesn Forest, To

4

5ive ths Tsader

the 4th Infaniry mivision suifered 5,260 battls casualiies betwsen

6 Novembar anc 8 Decuomber. (66) And several other divisions
suifered es Leavily. Of wha sbove easualtis, roughly one-
(66) A-L, p.ld7

T

vy ecgsuslitiss on thie ane

ome ices of the stubborn resistance encountered,




third were suffoered by the 3tk Infantry enc the 2nd Bettalien

Wa:

'.u'

bhia h2aviest losser in ithe 8th Infaniry wish a largs pro=-
porsion of its lossis belng susieinad batwsen 16-%22 November,

During the battls, five =2naay regimwsnts wers motl end Cefeated Oy
the 8th Infentry. '

The Beiile of the Huaurtgen Forest, ss bloody and Litter a
Tight &s eny oI thQ war, brouzht no glorious vietory. XNo major
breskthrousgh was made nor largs aree overrun by our troops. But
the enemy pald 2 costly priece in heavy cesualties for his stubborn
_defensa and undoubtedly the paying of this pfice hastened the

end of whe war in Europe.
LiE330NS

iany lessons were brouzht out by the setions of the “nd
Battulion in the Hurtgen Foresi. Some of ths nore important
£ these are as follows:

1. lroops who ars to flont in heav;ly wooded arsas nust

- e
EE -

aceivs trainin6 for thl° tjpe of OPJrathHU

- A b P

Ee Malntenanc° oi control ané direcetion in cense woods is
very c¢ifficuit. Plgns fus G 1lclude provis: 1onr for overcoming

these provl:zms end sulteble rornmstions aust be aconted.

5. In rough, heavily weoded ierrsin, dlans aust inelude

proviricns .or hend ecarry of supplioss and anmua;tlon Ior ax-

tended Cistances. The evacuaiion of & wound:aé by henc must
T S R

also be planned for.
4, In th. attecx, vk sffacgiiven.ss of clpsq.sugport by

grtillery and wsortars is .reatly reduced in cense W 0as .

P o

Jrawn, I avan

5. In heavily wooded sreas, LIOORS. MWk provide their

Y~

foxholes with overh2ad cover for protection against tres.

—a, B R R eyl L R

bursts of artiliery anc mortar shalis.

~49=




€. The gloom anc low VlulDlliLJ ublch egxisis in censa forests

ettt 2 L SR S,

-1 -

during parioas of bed xﬂather ueqtroy norale.

Ty Edeﬁuata 1nforma 1on o; th' tu*“fln end 2naly defunsas

- F L T e ey
Lo entag agin e T
e et o L e

Aaus v be evallable b fo 2 a succecsful etteekx can be ﬁlanned.

et b o AT T b P i

8. To atitaclk s position a secon¢ time Ifrom th:z seme dir-
) a “n;;.(. e s D T e B, b 00 A b et T Cen e o N

getion with The =228 seheme »f meneuver aftar ths Tirsi attack

hes foilsc, unless unavoidable, ié“ﬁﬁsoundT

5. Aaaquate troops must bLe eveilsble to insurse that unitcs

wio havao oear-dncoantﬂanu uqav re81sbcan in “difficuly tarrain
e e e h b Py TR LSS 1 1 Y et YR M R Ry s ke w0t T .

— 4
ané b=d wegther concitions can 2 frehuentlr relluv ¢ 1ron

N T it AU TR R 5 Tk B A L T e T LTI B

combat for rest s=nd rchabilitauion,

10, FPlsns r the ettack of prezsradé Ccafensive positions

' I S AT LR L AR min B L e Bt e L . L

Murt 1ncluoe u;ov1 ions ;or brgachino uing iz lc~ ané barbed
wire antan&l 1wnts.

11, Troop= who are su“’arlﬂ froJ axeessive fatlgzua veco.ue

earalaess esud uhu casualty rat rap

12, Troops who erc re: ulred to renain in the lina for long

:

1013 risas.

\i--. T 2 T a coe ) ) C L )
pariods v.ishous ax;ef reabu z state of low sorase and convatd

e;ieclency Whlch causcs an ineraesse in the casuelty rate.
PR oot - TR
1o. A unit wi:icl hes suffered heavily in. an.unsugesssial
[ e g e bt A T T : .
attacy nust bz allo eo suf“ch b h tl for reorgenizetion be-

e e P LT AP o e T e L e D

fore continuing the attack.

14. Surpriss incress2s ihe chence for a saccessful atiack.

il e AT A BB £

15, Higher comencers aust recognize then a uniy has. raachzd

b llF o kim s 1 P T
'

the point when it is no lonzer eajabla of nzking 2 successful

attack.
e
16, Tenks arc Iclatlvulg innf ‘agtivae in hesvily wooded

ca

areas which are raaV¢l minad.

i

17. Wheaever vpossibhblae, nsw raplacearnts must recelvs a

period oz ¢DGOCuTlHBL10n by Lhalr nev unit .

et




