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RATROL ACTIONS PRIOR TO AND THE OPERATIONS OF THE
2ND BATTALION, 7TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, (3RD DIVISION)
IN CROSSING THE VOLTURNO RIVER, 13 OCTOBER 1943

INTRODUCTION

This monograph deals with the operations of the 2nd Battalion, 7th
infantry: 3rd US Infantry Division during the crossing of the Volturno
River, 13 October 1947 in the Naples-Foggia Campaign. It deals with my
personal oxpariancea and obgervations as Battalion Executive Officer
during 2 night attack and croseing of a river.

Following the'breakthrough at Salerno the Fifth Army vigorouely
pushed its attack north, with the British X Corps following the coast
line and Americen VI Corps pushing north through the mountainous
country iniand. (1)

The enemy action during this period was to delay and haJ;ss our
forces in order to gain time to preparéqig: winter defense line at
Cagsino, The enemy made extensive use of booby-traps, demolitions
and natural obstacles., Heavy rains and generally inclement weatﬁaih:)4
21s0 caused conesiderable herdship. (2}jﬂlggresive 1aadershié;g3;ught
elements of the Fifth Army to the high ground overlooking the Volturnc
River on 6th Octoher.{4 y anb Roen ,

Obviously isawas an ideal position for the German to dafend,

or at least to delay-exiangiﬁgty. /High level intelligence indicated
that the Germans would'exert sufficient effort to dslay at the Voliurno
until early winter. {3)

?, J&ﬂl’ubur*“

_-The push vas "going" and ¢he. desirable thingwae fe-keep it
moving; however, there were no fresh troops to commit and if the advance
were to contimie it meant that the sams troops would be uéed. This fact
was appreciated by all commanders and tentative plans were made 2long
these lines.

(1) Map A; (2) A-2, pa 1 (3) A-1 p. 48.
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Fifth Army initielly aniioipatfj/%hat the mein effort would be

mede in the X Corps (British Sector). (4) This plan was abandoned 4&édﬁj
W

due to the fact that the necessa . quipment waa not available to make t
major offort in that sector. (5) For the next several days the plan wa
changed frequently, buf 9 Oﬁtober it was decided that the attack’would

be on the eatire front of the Fifth Army. (&) The main_e fort was to be
made by the Third Infantry Division at Triflieco Gap?' The mission of the
Third Divieion was to cross the Volturns, gecurs the bridgshead and agaist
the advance of the X Corps. (T)A Oppoeing this crossing was the elite
Gsrmen Hermann Goering Panzer Divigion., (8)

Extengive troop movements were required to get inte position for the
attack, but finally pians were completed and the jump-off set for the night
of 12-13 Qctober,

The plen of the 3rd Division, which consisted of the 7th, 15th and

50th Infantry Regiments, was to put on a heavy fire demonstration in the

Trifliaco Gapasging all of the organic weapons of the 50th Infantry, with

‘the main effort to be made by the 7th Infantry just to the east of the gap,
;,Ooincidant with the main effbijtha 15th Infantry was to attack on the

| right of the Divigion sector. 4An hour artillery preparation was %0 be

fired prior to H-5. The croseing was scheduled to begin at 0200 houfs,

13 October 1943,

At the time of issuance of the Division order the 15th and 30th
Infantry Regiments were holding the high ground overlocking the Volturno
from the Triflisco Gap to the Celors River junction, The area bstween
the mountains and river was sctually *no man's lend®, and patrols

frequently engaged with groupe of enemy in this area,

(4) A3 p. 1; (5) A-4 p. 15; (6) A-4, p. 16 Map B; (7) A4, p. 16;



The Voiturno River is not an imposing river. (10) In many
respects it resembles the Chattahooche Riverf%;juginsgzihundred fifty
to two hu?dred feet wide, high ateep banks, rapid rise in level and .
ewift flowifollowing a rain, From the Gulf of Gagte to the Triflisco
Gap the river twists for about twenty miles through flat, cultivated
laﬁd which was reclaimed from the marshea. (11) In this ares canals,
sunken roade, & few orcharde and the farm buildinge furnish the only
cover or concealment. (11)

The Triflieco Gap is a narrow cut in the mountains sepé;éting
Mount Trifate on the south from Mount Grande on the north. The
adjecent elopee of these two mountains were within effective small arms
range. From each of these mountains the observation was sxcellent for
about ten miles into the other's territory. (13) From Mount Trifata
one could see.thap all bridges along £he river had been completely
demolished.

N [‘East of the Triflisco Gap, & valley, perpsndiculer to the direction

Fi%gwlhe river, extended about two miles gouth and five wmiles north of the

river./ In the center of this valley the river made a sharp horseshoe
bend. The main effort of the Third Division was to be made in the
vicinity of this bend.

deyond this emall valley on the south of the river Mount Castellone
extendéd itas stesp slopea almost to the river. The ground oppoaite ;:i;L
on the north side of the river was quite flat for about two miles &ﬁ;re
Mount Mejula arose abruptly out of the cultivated lend to a height of
almost 1700 feet; Thie imposing piece of terrain was destined to be
the key_objectivo of the Third Division. The terrain to the east along

the river followed this same general pattern.

(10) Map B; (11) A-4, p. 22 (12) Personal Observation; (13) Personsl
Observation.

Roed net not cwe&eag ;
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- Heavy rains had been felling for the past month and the fivar
was swollen nearly to £lood stage, (14) The ground was water soaked
to such an extent that jeeps could not effectively operate off the
roads. The entire flat lands were a sea of mud.

(14) 47, p. 88,

M@w W!
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-FATROL ACTIVITIES

The 7th Infantrv was in Divielon reserve upon reaching the

olturno and was ordered to bivouac in the villege of Centurano about

*ieight wmiles south east of our pigpoaed crossing site. (15)
; g

A

\;b
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General Truscott had anticipated that the Third Divieion would
' be ordered to meke the crossing and on the morning of 7 Cctober ordered
the Tth Infantry to make necessary reconnaigsance and preparations.”
A hasty check revealed that no nommal river crossing equipment or
boats could be counted on for tﬁis operation. The Battalion A & P
platoon was put to work improvieing and using field expedients to
construct rafts and floats. The battalion commander immediately
prepared to go on 2 personsl reconnaisesance, and in addition alerted
a patrol for that night., (16)
Accompenying the battalion commander on his reconnaisance were
three rifle company commanders, the battalion S 2, the battalion S 3,
an engineer platoon leader and a squad of rifleﬁen. They moved out
eafly in the afternoon, riding in vehicles to the top of the divide
| between Mount Trifata and Mount Castellone. (17) Proceeding down
the trail toward the river they paseed through the cutposte of friendly
forward elements. It was still sbout two and one half miles from the
river., On passing through this outpost they were cautioned not to expose
thempelves in open arezs and to be alert for énamy patroels. Due to
the dense underbrush, movement wees restricted to well beaten pathsa.
Little or nothing was learned in the firat hour that the group was
out, so they moved on down the hill hoping to reach the edge of the
fields where & good view of the ares was poseible, On approaching
the edge of the woods the rifle squad was sent off to the flenk to-
cover the officer group. The distance to the open area proved to be
further than was sstimated and the rifle squad hscéme aeparated from
(15) Map B: {(16) Personal Enowledpge; (17) Map O.
7
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the officers. At the same time that the officers reaslized the riflemen
were no longer giving them cover they stepped into & clever enemy
embush and were all teken prisoner without 2 shot being fired. The
offiéere were stiripped of thelr weapons and the march to the rear with
three German guards began. After moving along a trail for about 2 mile
the guardes led them down toward the river. While pushing through the
ﬁeavy underbrush, & hand grenade was pulled from the belt of ona of the-
guarde. The grenade exploded injuring or killing the guard. ﬁu:ing
the resulting confusion all of the officers except the F company
commander, the battalion 8 2 and the engineer platoon leader made
their escape, (18) |

The loss of these officere was & hard blow to the battalion but

the hardest blow was to learn that reconnaissance would be extremely

difficult. /ﬂuzﬁ{i;'}‘/
27 pY

That night 7-8 October the reconnaigsance patrol of seven men ran
into & strong enemy patrol about & mile from the river. In the fire
fight that ensued the patrol expsnded all of its ammunition and returned
with no information. {(19)

On the following morning, Lt, Sandler, Battalion Anti-Tank
platoon leader, veoluntesred to lead & patrol to locaie & croésing site.
Lt. Sandler was a very courageous leader, had lots of ingemity, had a
é;ep hatred for the enemy, spoke German fluently and waé an exceptionally
good ewimmer. These were all desirable gqualities for this mission.

Two other good swlmmers and a platoon of F Compeny were made available

to him for his patrol. That day he and eeveral key members of the

petrol went to an observation post on Mount Trifsta and stwdied the
terrain carefully. Heavy rein fell all that day and it was decided not
to send the patrol out thet night. He apent all day of 9 October!briefing
his paﬁrol, assembling equipment and studying phétomaps. Just before

- dusk the patrol moved out by motor following the seme route taken by

(18) statement Major Duvall, Oommending Officer, 2nd Battalion, 7th
I,.fantry, 8 October, 1943; (19) Personal Knowledge.
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the battalion commander on his ggconnaissance.. (20) The patrol
consisted of twenty-two me%/egéﬂ armed with an eutomatic weapon;}
one‘light m&chine gun, three BARs and eighteen Thompson sub-
machine guns. All members of £he patfol had been instructed to
open fire immediately if challenged or fired upon by the enemy.
(21)
The night was black and the rain fell in torrents as the patrol
pessed through the friendly outpoets. They proceeded down the hill
and out on to the flats without incident. About one thousand yards
from the horseshoe in the river, they were fired on by an enemy outpost.
The fire was returned by the sntire patrol. The enemy fire ceasad‘and
the.patrol contimied toward the river, Several efforts were made to
get near the river in the horseshoe, tut each effort drew heavy enemy
fire. The patrol moved three hundred yards to the east of the horseshoa
and reached the river without drawing enemy fire. Here the patrol took
up covering positions while Lt. Sandler removed his clothes snd stepﬁed
out into the river. The water was high and after moving about twenty
feet into the stresm he wap awept off his fest by the current., He
struck out for the other shore as he was carried down stream and reached
the other bark about fifty yards below his starting point. The far bank
of the stresm was about Pifteen feet high, almost psrpendicular and
thickly covered with blackberry bushes and vines., He pulled himself up
the bank and reconncitered the far‘bank back to the open fields and for
about one hundred yards upetrsam, No enemy were encountered mut a fairly
well beaten path along the upper bank indicated recent use. On returning
to his patrol Lt, Sandler made several soundings, determining that the |
north side of the river was about eight feet and that it graduallf
tapered up to tﬁe south bark., He algo determined that with the aid of a
rope, the average man could walk at leeset half way across the river, (22)
The patrol then moved down stresm below the horseshoe end took

(20) Map G; (21) Personal Knowledge; (22) Statement of Lt. Sandler,
Patrol Leader, 10 Octobsr 1943, ‘



up covering positions while the two enlieted men crossed the river.
Thelr crossing also was succesaful; but, the river was found to be
awifter and deeper at this point.

Just as dawn was bresking the patrol moved back through the
outpost line and hurried beck to Battalion to meke its report and
get some well earned rest.

Not being satisfied 't.hat'he had accomplished his misgion, Lit.
Sandler requested that he be permitted to teke his patrol out again
that night with particular effort toward reconnaissance in the horseshoe
bend. During the day the weather cleared off and as night fell the
indicetions were that it would be clear., The patrol moved out as the
‘night before and proceeded into the river flats. Here it was first
appreclated that the moon was bright and that a man could be seen for
over a handred yards in the open fialds. They took edvantage of the
smell drainage ditches and resched the horseshos without being firsd
on., Leaving most of ﬂgzbiatrol t¢ cover their movements, Lt. Sandler
and &8 picked groupr of men moved cautiously into the horseshoe and down
to the river bank. Enemy esctivity was heard in several sectore of the
area., The two enlisted swimmers and Lt. Sandler guietly slid into the_
river and swam toward the other bank, The two enlisted men reached the
other bark while Lt. Sandler wae sounding the river bottom for depth,
As the two enlisted men climbed out on the far bark they were challenged
and fired on. They plunged back into the atreaﬁ amid a heil of mllets.
Lts Sandlér and one man returned. The patrol then had to fight its
way out of the horseashoe and back across the open flelds. During
this action several more casualties were inflicted. By 0400 hours
11 October the patrol was back at the Battalion bivousc, having learned
only that the ensmy strongly occupied both banke of the river at the
horgeshoe, (252L“£

Only onaﬂgight remeined for reconmnaissance, Information so far
(23) Statement Lt. Sandler, patrol leader, 9 October 1943,
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indicated one small crossing site and this fay-from desirable.

were being issued by Regiment and tension around the Battalion OP was
high. The battaliun'commander dacided to eccompany the patrol the:
night of 11-12 Betober io locate = route of movemenf from the asssmbly
area to the river and to selecg forward co-ordinating lines., He did

not plan to accompany the patrol to the river but did want to observe
any fire that they drew while moving to the river. That night the
patrol moved out as usual through the outpoét line, then swung off to
the right into the open valley beiween Mount Trifata and Mount Castellone.
(24) The battalion commander accompanied ths patrel until it was within
a thousand yarde of the river. At this point he walted as the remainder
of the patrol moved down to the site at which the successful creossing
had been made two nighte prior. (25) Again Lt. Sandler swem the

river and determined that it had fallen slightly and was not as swift.
Other offorts were made to cross further east but met with enemy fire.
At this point Lt. Sandler amszed his entire patrol by teking them back
to the vieinity of the horseshoe and placing them fifty yards from

the river bank while he moved forward alone, Standing on the river
.bank he shouted in his best German (heavily asccented with Jewish) that
he could iick half of the German army himeelf. A8 he concluded he
pointed hie Tommy-gun in the air and fired a buret. The air was
immediately filled with the familiar blue and white itracers of the

snemy machinb guns. A few mimutes later he returned to hie patrol

and led them back to the bivouzc area. .Not until they were finiaﬁing.
th&ir hot cakes did some of the members of the patrol recover enough

to ask why he had done such a foolish thing. He replied, "Now I

know where all of the ensmy gune are located." (26)

(24) Map O3 (25) Statement of Major Duvall, Oommanding Officer

2nd Battelion, Tth Infantry Regiment, 12 Octob 3
of Lt. Sandler, po2trol leader 12 OctJBer, ﬁ;f °re 19455 (26) Statement
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THE BATTALION PLAN OF ATTAOK

D-Day wes on hand end only & few hours remasined for final’
formulating of plans and ipsuing of inetructions. All persomnel of
the battalion ha% been kept posted as to developments end were prepared
to meet their touéhest engsgement, Informeation was recelved that six
engineer ponﬁgn rafte would be available in the assembly ares, but ths
battelion would be responsible for getting them to the river. A small
detachment of engineers was slso available but their primary mission
was to salvage the rafte at the river so aa?po have them ayailable for
bridge constriction. The battalion aasemhlyJarea_waa*;z‘;g; vicinity
of the forward cutpost through which the patrol;?‘ had been operating.

This assamﬁly area also servad as the true line pf departure.

At about 1000 hours, 12 October, the battalion commender agsembled
his company commenders and his staff, reviewed all previously discuesed
plans and issued his attack orders {(27) "The battalion objective is
.Mount Majulo. éur mission is to croes the river, clear the ground,
contact the 15th Infantry on our right and secure the socutheast portion
of Mount Majulo. (28) Weapone will be mo%ed by cafrier to the divide
between Mount Trifata and Mount Gaétollona: (29) From this point forward
they will be hand carried. Troops will move by marching from the fresent
area to the assembly area, starting at 1700 hours. Order of marchs
F Company with one platoon of machins guns from H Company, E Qompany and
one platoon of machine guns from H Company, G Company, H Company (mimis)
and Battalion Headquarters Company. All units will pick up their equipment
at the vehicles and proceed to the assembly area, In the asesmbly area
all units will be responsible for thelr own local sscurity. ‘

"At this point, E and F Companies will each pick up three inflated
engineer ponton rafts and three coils of rope and carry them to the river.

The reconnaissance patrel from F Company will act as guldes for the leading

(27) The order is reproduced as I recall having heard it iesued;
(28) A-8, p. 18; (29) Map C.
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goupanies and join F Company at the river.

"Lt. Sandler and three men will prucede the battalion to the river
and stretch a rope across at the point of crossing then join thelir
respective units as they arrive at the river.

"One platoon of F Conpany with/}he\}ight machine gun section

- will move with the company to the river, deteach itrelf on this side

and clear the south bank from the site of the crossing down to and
including the horseshoe bend. The H Company machine guns with F
Company will set up on our side of the river and cover the croessing of
the assault companies, joining F Company after the crossing. F Company
will then move west along the river bemk clearing the enemy e far as
the horseshoe tip. From thie point they will move north toc Mount Majulo
guiding their left flank on the small stream line.

"E Company will cross behind F Company and quickly reorganize
in the vicinity of the crossing, then push straight north guiding on
the right of P Company to Mourt Majulo.

"G Company will follow E Company, reorganize in the vicinity
of the crossing and protect our right flank, Upon reaching Mount Majulo,
gend & patrol to coninct the 151;11. Infantry on our right.

"The remainder of H Company wili follow G Oompany. Battalion
Headquarters Company will follow H Company., I will accompany F
Company with my OP group. The wire team will go with me to the river,
ley wire across the stream and join the CP group when it comes along.
4 field artillery forward observer will be with E Company. Company
areas for the objective are indicated on the map. (30) I will contact
companies on the objective to assure co~ordinations.

“The battalion will move out of the assembly arsa at 23%0 to
the first co-ordineting line, At 0030 F and E Companies will move out
for the river, co-ordinating agein at the second line, G Company
followed by the remainder of the battalion will move forward one hour
(30) Map 0.

15
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laters This should prevent jamming up at the river and give F
Cowpany a chance to clear the banks.”

Many other points wsre diacussed and many last mimte co-
ordinetions made. The company coumanders then left to return to

their units and iseue final instructions.

14



THE ATTACK AOROSS THE RIVER

The battalion cloeed in the assembly area by 2100 hours without
incident, At 2330 houre the units began moving out toward the
first co-ordinating line. By 0015 =ll of the battalion had cleared
the wooded area and was out in the valley. The diversionary effort
of the 30th Infantry was in progress at the Triflisco Gep and heavy
firing could be heard further west in the X Corps sector. By OLO0
hours the battelion waes in the genersl area of the first co-ordinating
line and the artillery preparation had begun. The fire fell far beyond
the banks of the river and everyone knew that it would have no effect
on the snemy the vicinity of the crossing. The msesault companies
had clearsd &s the remainder of the battalion stood in the dafknasa
watching the artillery fire. (31)

Not & single shot had been heard in the sector as the remainder
of the bettelion moved at 0130 h urs. After moving about a
thouaand yards north "all he??ﬁk‘;oke out to the front and right
front. It wee obvious that the crossing had been detected. Following
a brief pause at the second co-ordinating line the group pﬁahed forward
into the river flat lands. The tracers of grazing machine gun fire
were cutting patterns over this entire area. Taking advantege of
draipnage ditchee, furrows and eny slight depressions in the ground,
the advence continied toward the center of the inferno. Approaching
the river the enemy fire became more diverted and it wae apparent
that units on the flanks were drawing some of the fire that had been
directed at the Secomnd Battalion crossing. While moving forward
several of the ponton rafts were obperved abandoned in the fields.
¥hen within a hundred yarde of the crossing site, Lt. Sandler met
the OP group and reported that thé river had fallen emough to pemit
crossing without rafts. The platoon leader from "F" Company who was

(31) Personal Knowledge.
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responsible for clearing the enemy in the horseshoe, reported that
he had not been able to accomplish his mission, that he had suffared
heavy casualties and his platoon was very low on ammunition., He was
ordered to cease attacking the position and to rema2in in position to
cover the remainder of the battalion's crossing, then to follow the
battalion. At the river there was considerable confusion among the
troops. Only one rope had been strung scross, the others hed been
abandoned with the rafts. '1

Mortars and artillary‘;are registering in on the crossing site as
the men scrambled up the benks of the river. The heavy loade of the
Mortar Platoon and CP group proved to be a2 serious obetacle., It was
0500 hours before the CP group had crossed the river and all of the
epsault elements had long since rushed on toward the objective. A
heavy fir; fight was taking plroce to the left rear, in the Firet
Battalion Séctor, and many enemy guns were firing from sectors which
the forward elements had previously passed through. The CF group,
consiating of headquarters section, comminicetion platoon, medical
detachment, artillery liaieon'party, ammnition carrying party and
remnants of the platoon of "F" Gompany, were no match for the
strong snemy resistance ih their direction of advancef: Elementa of
the Third Battalion‘WE;;’crossing and 1t was decided to wait and
move forward with them. ay&P

At about 0545 a meeaengeﬂ%fzggited stating that elements
of the assesult companies were on Mount Majulo but that friendly
artillery fire was holding up their advance. He further stated that
the artillery forward observer was unable to mgke contact with his
fire-direction center., The artillery lialson officer immedimtaly
set up his radio and had the fires lifted. (32) Shortly afterward
he was able to contact his forward observer =rd establish communication
with the forward elements of the battalion. By daylight the Third
(32) A-2, p. 4,

16
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Battelion completed its crossing and pushed off toward its objective
on the west eide of Mount Majulo, the Second Battalion OP group moving
out with them. Movement wes slow and the enemy stubbornly resisted
the advance. By 1400 contact was made with the forward elements of
the battalion and reorgenization on the objective was scon completed.
By this time the ensmy on both flanke were heginning to yield
ground, but 2 tenk countef attack was moving down the valley toward
the First Battalion. Tank-hunting teams from both tﬁe Second and Third

Battalions were sent out to engage them. Three of the tanks were

immobilized and the enemy withdrew. (33)

The engineers were attempting to construct & bridge in the vicinity
of the crosaiz%thfL?are not meeting with much success due o well asimed
enemy firé?uw:immoke screen wea placed in the vicinity and construction
proceeded. By late afierncon a bridgé was completed permitting tank
destroyers to cross. (34) -

The resigtance in the Firgt Battalion esector collapged late in the
afternoon and the bridgehead wae secure. During the night of 13-14 |
October the remainder of the Third Divieion crossed the bridg;?aa the
engineers constructed two more bridges:{‘ (35)

The orgenizations on the right of this sector had met with succ&se
and were on their objectives. On the plaing, west of thée Triflisco
Gap, the ' British 56th Division had met with baé luck. Their crossing
was planned and cq—ordinated in an orthodox manner}with the employment
of tanks and close supporting weapons on the near gide of the river
which had previocusly been secured by their troops. In spite of their
determined and co~ordinated ef'fort the Germana had repelled their
attack. Arrangamenfs ware quickly made for the British to cross behind
the Third Divieion and to move into their assigned zone. (36). Thus

the scenes were eet for the nsxt phaée of the Fifth Army's advance.

(33) 4~&, p. 56; (34) A7, p. 92; (35) A4, p. 15; (36) A-3, p. 3.
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ANALYSIS AND CRITIOISM

From a higher commander's viewpoint this opération was a complets
success., 'Their miseion wes so suoceesful that Gensrsl Clark called
Colonel Sherman the next morning and personally congratulated him on
the achievements of his regiment." (37) In sddition Major Duvall,
Commending 2nd Bettelion, 7th Infantry, received a battle field
promotion. {38) Success cannot be criticised, however, from my own
personal viewpoint and that of subordinate leaders tgiéfoperation_
warrants careful analysis.

The basic principle of securing ons side of the river and support-
ing the crossing by all available fire power was violated. These
violations mey be justified when the value of surprise and secrecy are :
taken into coneideration. In our sector prepared key enemy pogitiona~ ”aifz&’g
wers unoccupied initially at the time of the crossing and enemy resist-
ance was 2 minimum of what was expected. [Iin the British sector where
éurpriae and secrecy were not employed the crossing met stiff resistance
and was uns’uccesml‘?m‘zﬂ.&"‘ MMJ

Crossing & river in column on a narrow front is normally comsidered
poor tactics, but with good reconnaissance and surprise this method was
succeasfully employed. Reorganization on the far bark is very slow and

)

battalion at this point wag impossible and plans should have been made

difficult when crossing in colump; Complete rsorganization of the

to contimie the advance plecemeal instead of planning to attack as a
complete battalion. Failure to plan for a plecemeal advance left thé
‘battalion CP group without adequate security.

The battalion commaﬁder had a choice of either assuring that all
enemy in his sector wers mopped up or to clear only those necessery for
him to reach his objective., He chose to clear omnly those in his path.
This lef{ meny enemy to harses rear and succeeding elements. Had he
(37) A4, p. 18; (38) Personal Knowledge.
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chosen to clear all enemy from his area, there is no assurance thet he
could have prevented them from infiltrating back., Furthermore it would
have delayed reaching the objective‘until after deylight. Pushing
through to the objecti;; disrupted the ensmy's lateral lines of
commnication, denied the enemy an ;deal succeseive withdrawal poeition,
disrupted the enemy counterattack, and gave the Regimental Commander
freedon to employ his supporting weapons to aessist the let Battalion,

The preparatory artillery fire was not successful from the
viéwpoint of the attacking troops. A minimum‘of fire had bsen placed
on the enemy river defenses and most of it was dirscted to whet wag
believed to be enemy rigr,areas. Since the snemy defense wae not
organized in dep't.l'zf"'tge;ﬁ largest part of our preparatory fire was in-
effective,

Tﬁe ensmy obviously over-rated the valus of the river as an
obstacle for he was completely surprised in our soctorQ Hia defenees
were strong in the sectors where he had anticipated an attack btut
unﬂﬁfordinated in the sectors where he did not enticipate a crossing.
His countersttack plans were based on lateral lines of movement close
behind hie forward linesd and did not inelude plans for a penetration
in depth. -

Sericus situations developed/ﬁhich completely disrupted thé prior
pleanning and which calledlfor radical changes in our actione. The '
planning was flexible enough to meet these situations and to permit
the accomplishment of the mission. Some of this success may be
attributed to "luck", whereas better plamning would have mssured the
security of the batislion rear elements.

Gredit for succees of the opsration should go to the recomneissance
pﬁtrole, both for their location of crossing sitee before the attack

end their serving es guides during the crossing. In every detail the

jnformation which they obteined wes accurate and the slte choeen was
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ldeal, Por his actions as leader of this patrol, Lt. Sandler waa
awarded the Silver Star,

The employment of many sutomatic weapons with the patrol gave

ﬁ feeling of confidence and security in accomplighing ite wlssions.
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‘ _ LESSONS

Some of the leseons learned or emphasized in this operation are: .-)

CRiEL
l. Achievement of aurprise and aecrecy in an cperation can

e

justify the igmporary vzolation of meny sound military prineciples

such aa: prior occupation of near aide of river, assembly areas in
U)- coversd position, line of departure in friendly held area, crossing
@ riveré on a broad front and obtaining flre supsrlority to support the
crossing,

2, Ina night river crossing it is desirable to have your

Loy e i

organizetion divided into groups capable of providing their own

security.

3. Automstic weapons are of great value in @f:ght patrolg and

P,

UJ’ night attacahgpgfﬁtiohg”Because they impress the enemy with the large
G amount of fire power that the attacking force has avallable.
4 Plans for a night attack mist be flexible enough to meet
any situation, - LFV
5. Ropea stretched acroes the atream are of great help to the
croasing. It prevents the troops from being swept down etream, leads
them to the proper.poaition onn the far benk and gives the crossing
units & feeling of seocurity.
6. When sttsck plans call for extenmding beyond radie range it
ie nsceaa;:;yfo provide for a relay atation.
T+ Artillery preparations should be placed on known enemy
? locationsréﬁﬂ 1ifted on c¢a2ll rather than on a t;mo plan, because the
rate of moﬁ&ge;£h6f £he.tr§§pa cennot be estimated ) indiscrimiﬁatg
firing in rear areas 1s frequently wasted.
8 Reconnaiasance, thorough briefing of all personnel and

detailed planning are eggential io 2 successful river croasing.

9. Commanders must exert all possible effort to accomplish their
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agaigned miasions end not permit themselves to be‘diVerted by

e AT

actions in other areeas,

1Q, Hight attacks are very confuaing to both the attacker

S P i

and the defender. Frequently forward elements pase ensmy poaitiona

Mo

withnut heing fired on and later elements receive sirong resistance
from theee positions. At times the enemy will take advantage of
darknesg to reoccupy positions from which he has once been sjected.
N Rear elemente in & night attack must aluays'be alert to engage in
close combat,
11, VWhenever practicable reheerpale for river crossings are
highly desirahle.

2, Deception in any operation paye dividends.

E/M(};Jﬂ’ﬁ{/ﬁl Flexibility of planning and alertnees of all 1eaders to

R st i W+ ot e W
exploit successful penetraiona are eaaential.

14.- When efforte to asccompiieh reconnaissence migsions by

stealth are not poasihle, leadere aheuld ba prepered to fight for

the 1nfonnetion.
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