- 8taff Department
THE INFANTRY SCHOOL
Fort Benning, Georgia

 ADVARCED INFANTRY OFFICERS CCURSE
1948-1850 :

45

;- \
*Lw ,

Vi

THE OPERATIORS OF COMPANY K, 1O03RD INFANTRY REGIMENT
(43RD INFANTRY DIVISION) AT POTPOT NEAR BINALONAN,
LUZON, ?ﬂiﬁl??iﬁg J8LANDS ON.THE NIGHT OF 15-18 JﬁHﬁARY 1045

A (LUZON CAMPAIGN)
(Fersenal Expsrisnce of a Company Gemmgnéer;

7
y

Type of operetion describeds PERIMETER DEFENSE
AGAINST ARMORED ATTACK

Captain Jamea E. Chase _




TABLE CF CONTENTS

mﬁ‘."t..."“’.0!‘.’QQO‘Q.’Q‘....OQQ‘Q"".!G.Q’OO.I!’OO

BIBI‘EOlmPﬁYOQQO".0!’!*%0‘0'..&;00#QtQ'C..tf&.!.ﬁQ'.l';Qk
Oﬂzﬁxmﬂog..I..OQC‘.l."“.l"‘..‘_.ﬂ”l3‘90'."“’?70"~

1
2
S
inﬁfoduatisn..,.y.;.............‘..........‘...,... 3
The. General Situatieﬂ;....t,...f,...,.....;.....«.; 4
Disposition of the 103rd Infantry Ragimsnt.zg«g..;. 5
Disposition of the Third Batialionesesesssencvennse 6

Dispoaition of K Gompany, HMovement to the
Defensiva Poaition and Preparation TerevLesss 7

NARRATION s oeoseorvssvocnasvsvnsavssssnssacassasarssasss 10
The First Enemy Atbtack on the Perimeter....eseseses 10
The Second Enemy Attack on ths Eerimater;.{...-..‘. 12
The Third Enemy Attack on the Perimeters...eveessss 13
The Final Enemy Attack on the Perimeter....eoevevse 15
ANATYSIS AND CRITICISMuaesveoesssrsecnsessosssonansnenass L7
LESSONS e st esesioesorsnnnensanansesrsossecsssoronnsnsnnnes 22
MAP & Allied Tandings Pacific Area, 7 Aug 42 - 15 Bep 44

MAF B Allled Landings in the Phllippine. Islande,
18 Cct 44 - 9 Jan 45

MAP? C  Operatlions of tha 43rd Infhﬁtry'Di?ision, 9~18 Jan 45
MAP D Defenae of Potpol Area

R RS R e e .




A-6

A-9

A-10

A-11
A=-12

A-13

BIBLIOGRAPEY

The Great Paclfic Victory 1945
By Gilbert Cant (TIS Library)

Crusads in Burope |
By Gensral Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1948
(Personsl possession of author)

The War with Japan, Part 2 (Aug 42 - Dec 44)
Department of Military Art end Enginsering
United States Military Academy

U.S. War Depertment, 1947 (TIS Library)

The War with Japan, Part 3 (Jan - Aug 1945),
Department of Military Art end Englineering
United States Millitary Acedemy

U.8. War Department, 1947 (TIS Library)

The Campalgns of the Paocific War
United States Strategle Bombin ﬁﬁrve ‘
Navel Analysis Division, 1948 %@Iﬁ ﬁibrary}

({eneral Marshelil's Report

The Winning of the War in Burope and the Pacific
Blennial Report of the Chisf of Stsaff of the United
States Army, 1 July 1843 to 30 June 1945 to the
Secretary of War (TIS Library)

Historicel Report, Luzon Gam@a&g& {1948)

Compiled by Colonel 8idney P. Marlin, Jr.
Ae Co of 8. G=3, 43rd Infantry Divislon
(Parscnal possession of the author)

The History of the 43rd Infantry‘ﬁivisien 1941~-1845
By Ceclonel Jeseph E. Zimmer
(Personal possession of the author)

The Sixth U.8. Army Report of the Luzon Campelgn
Vols I, 1I, and III (TI8 Library)

The Military Review
April 1949 (TIS Library)

The Military Review, June 1946 (TIS Librery)

The Hlstory of the 1l03rd Infantry Regiment

43rd Infentry Division, 1 Jeanuary 19456 -~ 31 May 1945
A.G.0, Microfilm, D-28l1, Box 396, Item #1906

(TIS Library)

Chronology of the Wer in the Southwest Pecific 1941-1945
GCenserael Headquarters, Far East Command
{Personal posasession of the author)

3
A
Z
ks H
#
%
x
£




e’
h % ’

THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY K, 103RD INFANTRY REGIMENT
{43RD INFANTRY DIVISION) AT POTPOT NEAR BINALCONAN,
LUZON, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS .ON THE NIGHT OF 15-16 JANUARY 1946

.. {LUZON CAMPAIGN)
(Peraonal Experience of a Company G@ﬁmanéar)

ORIENTATION
INTRODUCTION |

whis monogra?h covers the operations of campany K, 103rd
Infaﬁtry Kegimeat, 43rd US Infentry Division, on the night of
15=-16 January 1945, during the Initial phase of the LUZOK
CAMPAIGN.

As & background for the reader, the following transpired
in setting the stage for this action:

After a year of humlliating defeats in the PACIFIC, the
Allles, by June 1942, were able te ge on the offgnaive, and as
a result, started a series of attacks whigh'u&hﬁmaﬁeiy resulted
in the surrender of the Japanese Empire. (See Map A)

During these a@tacké,'in 1944, & landhmass, reasonably
close to the Japanese Homeland, was required in order to support
the enormous forces and materlal which were being assembled for
a desth thrust against the enemy. The PHILIPPINE ISLANDS were
seledted to be the base from which the assault agalnat the
Jagéneae Homeland would be launched, (1)

By the fall of 1944, the return to the PHILIPPINE TSLANDS

by the Allies set the stags for the historic msefing of ths
| SOUTH PACIFIC FORCES, under Ceneral MacArthur, and the CENTRAL
PACIFIC FORCES, under Admiral Nimitz, (2)
chevar, the Japanese intended to hold the PHILIPPINES

with all the Forces they could musbter, and in late Septembsr

(1) ‘&"“:}:; Ps 12
(2) A-6, p. 71
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1944, began to reinforce the PHILIPPINE AREA with seasoned
Forces from MANCHURIA. %hesq.ﬁﬁréea ?$ré wall e§uipped in all
reapects except Afr and Naval support, (3)
ENERAL SITUATION S |

On 20 October 1944, 60 days ahead of schedule, the X and

XXIV Corps, of the US 8lxth Army, made sucscessful landings on
LEYTE, avlarge lsland in the CENTRAL PHILIPPINES, and by 26

December 1944, all organized resistance on that %ﬁl&nd had
ceaasd, (See Map B) (4) ‘ 7

On 15 December 1944, US Army Units landed on MINDORO, &
large island just south and east of LUZON, and wilthin 24 hours
Amsrlcan planes and PT Boats were operating off the southern
coest of LUZON., (See Map B} (5)

Utilizing the larges?t éenvoy sver to.be assembled, & land-
ing on LUZON was accomplished on © January 1948, by the US Sixth
Army consisting of I and XIV Gerpé (1 Corps--37th and the 40th |
Infantry Divisgions - XIv Gorps~-the 43rd,7$t;;; Infantr? Divi-
sions and the 158th Regimental Combat Team.) (See Map B) (86)
The landing was practlcally unappoaed,valthbugn ﬁhe Japéﬁesa
strength on the island at the time was 234,500 men. (7) By
night fall of the first day, the beachhsad had been widened to
8 depth of 4 miles, and a width of approximately 17, Thls was
accomplished by the placing of some éB,OOO‘men and great tonnages

of material ashore. (8)

A-5, p. 280, 281
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The 43rd Infantry Division, veterans af>oam§aigns In the
south and southwest PacLflc, landed as part of the LUZON FORCE.
Its misslon was to secure the Sixth Army left flank in the SAN-
FABIAN-DAMORTIS AREA, and, followlng the selzure of the inltlal
beachhead, to advance Inland in its zone. (9) By 15 January
1945, after eliminating & seriss o: anemy aérdngpaints; the
Division"had advanced to a posltion on line extending from
TRDANETA 1% ‘the south to a point north of DAMORTIS on LINGAYAN
GﬁL@; and wés conducting operations over an areg of more than 25
miles, The 172nd Infantry Reglment was occupying the left zone,
the 169th lnfantry'ﬂegiment the center zone, and the 103rd
Infantry Régiment the 31§ht zone of the Divislion Sector. -(§§g
Map C) (10) |
DISPOSITION OF THE 103RD INFANTRY REGIMENT

The 106rd Infantry Regiment, on © January 1945, made an
assault landing at SAN FABIAN on LINGAYAN GULF, LUZON, PHILIPPINE
I&EQQDS.“This Regliment was the rlght flank of the 43rd Infantry

Division, which in bturn was the left flank af(;he ¢ Infantry
Divisions participating in the initial landing, (11} The 103rd
Infantrery Ragimanf‘s initial mission was to clear thg'bagahlin iﬁs
zone, capture the town of SAN FABIAN, SAN JACINTO and MANAOAG,
plus capturing a hill mass known ag HILL 200 situated approximately
s)milas inland., The sitrength of thé'ﬁegiment, upon landing, was
2,665 Enllsted Men, 3 Warrant Officers and 144 Officers, (See
Map C) (12) |

The landing itself was well coordinated, the 3rd Battalion -
took the town of SAN FABIAN without oppoaltion, the 2nd Battalion
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. pasged through the 3rd and moved toward SAN JAGI&TO'located
some 6 miles inland., The lst Battalion assisted the 2nd Bet-
talion in ﬁoving togara SAN JACINTO,

Night fall of the day of the landing found the entire
103rd Infantry Regiment at the outer edges of the town of SAN
JACINTO. (See Map C) (13)

The' week following the initial landings at SAN FABIAN saw
the Regimeﬁg iash out in all directlonsg to operaﬁayalong 8
front of 10 miles, and to peneirate the enemy defenses to a depth
of nearly 15 miles. (14) Enemy strength on the broad front of
the 103rd Infentry was estimated &t two Battallons of Infantxy,
and two Caﬁpanies of medium tanks aupporﬁ&d by 4 B&ttaiiogs of
Artillery. (15) The Regiment took SAN JACINTO, MANAOAG end
NA?A&S&LKH, and effectively cut the Sapaneaé routes of Communie
cation and Supply to HILL 200C. (Seé Map C)

The battle for HILL 200 began on the ﬁarning of 11 January
1945, and ended 17 January 1948, {18} Acoording to later
Prisoner of War rsports, the hill was occupled by a Japanese
Battallon of 6GQ_men. Less than one half of these men escaped,
the remainder were elther killed or capbured by men of the 103rd
Infentry Regiment. ({(See Map C) (17)

DISPOSITION OF THE THIRD BATTALION

While the 2nd Battalion waﬁ engaged in the brutal struggle
Tor HILL 200, and the lat Battallon was fighting its way toward
POZORRUBIC, the 3rd Battallion was anything but idle. After

(13) A-12, p. 6
{14) A~12, p. 7
(15) .A"'?, P» 10
(16) A-12, p. 10
(17} A-12, p. 10
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asslsting the lst Batitallon in blonkigg the north and west
approaches to HILL 200, elements of tﬁe 3rd Battalion, although
~in Regimental ﬁééérva, began to patrol %g_th§ south and north.
One patrol reached the town of URDANETA and another pushed
toward the formidable enemy ixzat&lla_ﬁiax;a at BINALONAR, where |
the majorlty of the Japanese ermor on LUZON was supposed to be
positioned, (Ses Map C) (18)

BIS?QSITIQﬁhci'K”QOQPAEX, MOVEMENT T0 THE DEFENSIVE POSITION

At agproximately 1500 hours, on the afternéun of 15 January
1945, %Mggmgany, whiah was located 1n the vieinlty of NATANGALAN,
biocking one of the approaches to HILL 200, was instructed to
load into several waiting trucks, and to report to Regimental
Headquarters, which was than located in the town of &axa&as,‘ !
apprnximatelyié miles digtance by road, (Sese Map C) Upon
arrival at Reglment, the Company Gammaaﬁe?, laaving"hiﬁ Company
mounted, reported te the Reglmental 8-3. The Instructlons
recelved from the $-3, were, "Follow the main road to the
village of POTPOT and organize a perimeter defensse for the
night." (19) (See Hap C) ¥o further instructions were given .
the Company Oommander at this time, Returning o his Company,
at approximately 1830 hours, he led them te the deslgnated
location, arriving about léﬁﬂ_hoars, after a wild dash of
approximately 8 miles by truck, TUpon arrival at the poesltion,
the trucks were dismissed, and they éeturneﬁ to %he Regimental
Command Post. It was found that a section of the 4&rd Reoon-

g AT

naisgance Troop wes already ascupying th& ‘area, K Company

{18) A-12, p. 13
{19) Personal knowlsdge
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Commander took command of the aresa, and questioned the leader of
the Reconnalssance Troop as to the enemy sltuation in the general
vicinity. It was disclosed that the ma jorlty of the 2nd Japanese
armored Division was still located in the town of BINALONAN,
apprcximétely one mile to the east of the present company
position. (See Map C) {(20) |

The!Qi;;age of POTPOT consists of about ten or twelve
thatched bulldings located at the junction of the MANAOAG-
BINALOWAN road and the PﬁE&g;SI%IHG RIVBR. The terrain, from
any approach, is generally flat and apan, exéapt for occaszlonal
groups of trees along the edges of rlce paddles and the river,
The area wlithin the village itself was flat and wooded., (Sse
Map D} (21) The weather was dry and ths nights without moon.

A perimeter was established utlllizing the amall stream as
the rearmcat boundary thereby galning better observatlion and
flalds of fire. A ﬁeey diteh, whioh might have besn consldsred
a tank obstacle completed the right fldnk cf the position. The
- perimeter ran along the road at the left flank, with a cleared
field to the front offering observation and fialda of fire for
about 300 yarda. .(Sae Mep D) (22}

Company K at this time consisted of 2 rifle platoons pluas
Company Headquarters (the other platoon plus the mortar ssction
was buslly engaged in patrolling actlvlities to the north of
NATANGALAM), a2 ssctlion of light machine guns, and & sectlon of
heavy machine guns. Morale waa excellent and flighting grgw'

flelency supsrior,

(20) Personal knowledge
(21) Personal knowledge
(22) Personal knowledge
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At approximately 1 hour pricr to darkness, a Bergeant, from
the antltank platoon of 3rd Battal ion Headquarters Company,
reported to X Company Gommanaan.add stated that his section was
attached. He further stated that he had a ssctlon of two anti-
tank guns, one S7mm, one 6§mm, and & .50 caliber machine gun.,
The guns were placed within the perimetsr? the 57mm gun and the
.50 caliber machine gun were assigned a sector of fire covering
the road to the Bast, toward BINALONAN; the 37mm gun was assigned
a sector of fire covering the road to the west, toward MANAOGAG.
(See Map D) | | |

At this point, the Zrd Battalion Commander arrived on the
scene, accompanied by five American medium tanks, TUpon being
oriented as to the situation by the Company Commander, the
Battallion Commander agsumed command of the area, The tanks wers
Flaee& inslide the perimeter, one section covering the approaches
from the sast and one seaticn'csvaring the apyroaéhas from the
west, (See Map D) ’ ’ Y

About one hour after darimess, I Company arrived at the
position and the Battallon Commander placed the men of the
Company in the same foxholes as thoss occupled by X Company,
thereby placing two nien in each positien. By ﬁhis t£ms the
perimeter was becoming rather crowded as it was originally
planned for two rifle platoons. The light machine gun sectlion
of I Company was emplaced, and aséigned & sector of fire covering
‘the vear of the perimeter, &y the machlne guns of X Company were
already covering the approaches from the east, (See Map D) The
I Gompany mortsrs wers placed in the center of the perimeter,

However, only one gun was actuslly placed in a firing position,

i
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due to the Indefinite instructions glven the Hortar Bection
Leader, and the confusion caused by the arrival of I Company.
In addltion, sbout 10 rounds of 60mm mortar ammunition wers
placed at the firing site of this one gun, the remainder,
Including the 60mm mortar flares, were located on the I Company
weapons carriers._ (23} The only depth provided for this posi-
tion cansiated of tanks, which were practically in the front
lines, 4 mna S;ouﬁ Cars which were occcupled by members of the
45rd Reconnaissance Troop, 9 Jeeps, 2 3/4 ton trucks, Headquarters
personnel of K and I'CQmpaniﬁs and the Battallon Ssmmaﬁdar. {See
Map D) -
K Company esteblished listening posts te the front és& left
of the posigion. With this, the llttle perimeter setiled down
P for what was hoped to be an uneventful nlght, (24)
/ N — NARRATION o |
ﬁm FIRST ENEMY wmm{ wcﬁwwmmm&«4sea Map Dy

Everything was quiet until about 2300 hours, when a member

of the listening post which had been established east of the
perimeter towards DINALONAN, reported to the Battalion Cormmand
Post over the sound powered telephone, that he thought he heard
tanks approaching the perimeter coming down the main road from

the direction of BINALONAN. 'The Commander of K Company at this
time ordered all listening posts te withdraw to the positlon, The
man on the llstening post had heard correctly. Barely had the men
of the llstening pcsts reached the security of the rerimeter before

2 enemy tanks came right along the road which marked the left

bnundary of the perimeter. The Japanese tank crews were evidently
(23) s a2l kmowledge
(Sé} ;\iigwledge
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unaware of the location of the posltion. Thls was the first
econtact with'enemy armor which this unit had experlenced, The
tanks moved much more quistly then did the Japeness tracked
prime movers, with which the American unlts had become so famlllar
wl thin the preceding week., The tanks werse apla to slip by the
57mm sntitank gun's sector of fire before the exact locatlon pf
the armoy was knoﬁn. ké%} The .50 caliber machins gun, which
was emplagéé“aéjaﬁant to the 57mm gun fired on two additional
Japansge tanks, ebout 100 yards from the perimster, approaching
from the game direction as the first two. The 57mm gun imme-
diately opened flire assisting the .50 callber machine gun.

These two guns fired as the perimeter was endangersd only in
thelir sector_gf responsibility; no other weapons ;n the perimeter
opened fire at thls time., Thls was done so as not to nesdlessly
disclose the extent of the positlon. Meanwhile, the crews

- of the first two Jap tanks, realizing that they had stumbled

into some type of an American position, started to blast the
entire area with their 47mm guns, thelr machine guns, d whita
phosphorus grenades; at the same time they drove h%@i:gan%‘dewn :

the road beyond the perimetsr. The firiﬁ//f'gp th&t pqrtinn of
the position endangered, coupled ,hs vetiurn féyé q 8
number three and four at ggijgg?ﬂalibar mag?in “ he
57mm %Eggﬁkde aMkrsﬁgwéxploding flash of abogp/?wigiéut dura-

tion. By the time the third tank had ceased firing, the first

two had passed the parlmeter and proceeded down the road toward
MaNAOa&,'whsre the Regimental Command Post was located. The

tanks had not passed the posltlon, however, vefors a 47mm shell

{ 5T'Pq£§ozéi;ynowledge
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from one of the tanks had burst and started a fire somewhere
within the engine area of one of the five American médium tanks
present., At the time, this presented its own particular problem,
slince & Sherman tank exploeding is highly disconcerting, and in
this case the tank was parked toc close bo tha STmm gun which
constituted 50% of the antitank weapons of the position plus the
fact 3&3% theldraw of the weapon was endangered., The tank crew
saved the gi%ﬁ%ticn,by bringing fire extinguisherarinto play

and putting the fire out in a few minutes, After the destruc-
tlon sf]égnka Ko. thres and four by the .50 caliber and the
57Tmm gun, ell was quiet except for the small arms emmunition
exploding in the burning Japanese t&éks‘vié;gi:)g’

THE SEGOND-ENEMY ATTASK ON THE PERIMESER

Foy & short time aftervﬁnat, a rather ungasy quletness

settled over the perimeter, broken only by the guttural nolses
m&&e‘by the Japanese leaders s%ouhing orders and instructions

to thelr subordinates. This qﬁétnaas was deflnitely hroken when

a light machine gun located In the vicinity of the 57mm sntitank
gun of the perimeter, fired on btwo bright lights which appsared
out of nowhere ceﬁing down the road from the direction from which
the athév enanmy %ﬁnks had approached, The lights were quickly
extinguished by the Japanese, xt'aﬁvelé§é&'la§er that the
Japanese had used bhis intarludé to move their remaining tanks

off to the right and left of the road, strip them of machine guns,
other small arms, and organize the personnel of the tank crews and

their accompanying infantrymsn for a dismounted attack on the

perimeter,
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Thls dlsmounted attack materlalized with a hall of machine
gun fire from the enemy who seemed to be approaching the ;ositiné'
from the right., This fire was returned by that section of the
perimeter under fire Just as egthusiasticaliy as it was received,
As this action developed, the attack on the right proved to be
diverslonary, and the maln Japsnese effort was moved through a
draln ditgh along éhe far side of the road te the left of the
perimeter, t?ﬁ‘his placed the enemy so that they wem separated
from the infantryman within the pagitipn by only the width of
the narrow road, Assisted by morter fire and grenades, the

Japsnese again attempted to penetrate the perimeter from his

position acroas the road to the leflt, This’second attempt failed
due to the non-aggressiveness on the part of the Japanese indi-
vidual soldler, and the a#agrachwith which the Amsrican doughboy
thraw his hand grensades, Afbter an hour or so of exchanging hand
grenades across the road, the enemy withdrew in the direction of ‘
BINALONAN to think of some other way Lo penetrate the position, (27)

in an hour, tank.numher five came rolling down the road from the

easts This time the little perimeter was prepared for Just such
actlon on the part of the Japanese., When the appr#aghing‘tank *
wes within 25 yards of the position the S7mm antltenk gun, which
hed been emplaced with a sector of fire in the directlon of tne

approaching tank, opened fire., With this the enemy tank
exp&eéed and burned, lighting up the entire area to the frsnt,
plus silhouetting the fleeing crew members of the destroyed tank,

'/‘
£

.(g\} 3-12\\p. lij ifiggi} knowledge
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These men wers cut down opblhuwtwsthenlly

k % by riflemen within
the perimeter. Also, several 60mm mortar flargs,awhiaﬁ by this
time had been secured from the weapons carrlers cof I Company,
after needless exposure and difficult movement of personnel,
were fired so as to add more light to the area. All three guns
of the x'campany ﬁartardsectien had been placed in flring posi-
tion without orders, and at this time, further lighted up the
area to the'front of the position by firing 60mm mortar flarses.
Thls actlon disciased more tanks approaching the perimeter from
the same direcilon as ftank number five.' With thils disclesure,
the 57mm gun continued to fire as fast as possible scoring direct
hits on another tank. _ _ |

It was folt by the Kgcam@any Commander at this time that
the lone 57mm antitank gﬁa was burdened with move than lts share
of the antitank respensibilltles for defense of the positlon,
Attempts were made to arouse the crews of the US medium t#nks,'
wiﬁ&inxthe perimeter, wlih h0§gs ﬁhaéxthsy would jain(tha &7nm -
gun In its efforts, At this time the enemy tanks were clearly
sllhounetted and offered an excellent target for the US btanks,
however, the crews evidently were definitely not interested,
All attempts to arouse them met with fallure. The Company
Commander of X cempany‘wenﬁ 8o far as to mauqt"éna of the tanks
and beat upon the turret with the butt of his carbine. This
produced the ssme identicsl results from the tankers -- nob
interested, No asslstance by the US tanks at any time was
offered the 57mm gun in its almost overwhelming burden through-
out the entire nlght. What had happened was clear, With the
arrival of the enemy tanks, the US tanks had buttoned up tightly
for self protectlion and took no interest in the festivities

14
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which the night offered. Other attempls were made several

times during the nlght to arouse the tanks, but to no avall,

venting the Japanesg wi agaiﬁ t the
@;‘ N “ ; 4

small perimeter, + oad

announced that the| ough an

artillery forward and equipped jwith a radlo,

due to the nature o the erpa and the distance g the position

Flnelly, after utlilizing geries f radic releys through the

slemeants of the 43rd Re Troops present, success was

realized and artlllsry firgd/was brought to bsar on that section

of the road nearest/ Blllif,é,‘,&eﬂ e Japansgse, upon reg‘étizgjsi"’
ﬂ@éartillery fif7 withdrew in the direction from which they
had originally approached, apparenbly giving up their eofforts to
pensetrate the perimeter. 1)
TEE-PINAL ENEMY-ATTACK ON THE PERIMETER {Sws-iepp)

This should have been all for the Japansess, but at dswn it
was discovered that the first two tanks, which had passzed by the

parimeter the night before, had procesded down the road for only
& short distance, and then had pulled off into ths brush at the

slde of ths road, epparently observing the entlre actlion of the

(28) Personal knowledge
{29) A~12, p. 163 Pergonal knowledge
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night, Just at daybreak, these twe tanks fired about 10 rounds
of 47mm srmunition into the position, and then, just as they had :
done the night before, came hell bent back by the position
| #grayiﬁg the entire ares with'maghine gun fire. One of the tanks
bogged down momentarily, 3ast long enough to be fired upon by the
B7mm antltank gun which had been emplaced with & ssctor of firs
in the dfrection of MANAOAG from which the tanks approached. By
this time the crew of the 37Timm gm was a 1ittle envious of the
good hunting of the §7mm gun the night beforse, and one ﬁell placed
round of 37mm ammunition was sufflclent to destroy the tank which
had made the mistake of halting mementarily. Thls tank exploded
upen being hit, and, in ac doling, badly b&rneéithﬁ members of the
S7mm gun crew whe had allowed ﬁhé tank to approach too close
prior to taking it under fire., The remaining tank proceeded by
the position directing its machiﬁa gun'fire‘at*thé erew of the
57mm gun., These men lay in their foxholes, allowing the tank to
passg, and then, as the rear of the enemy tank presented 1tself
~as a target, returned to their gun and blew the tank to blts
with & direct hit at 25 yards. €5) &3Lp:
fostlvt16s For—the-nlghtand-mwoFaing, .

To sum up the actlion of the night of‘lselé January 1945:

Although no delfinite mission was given, and nrg&ﬁizaﬁian of the
position was gﬁaﬁ, the perimeter was successful 1n i%s defense
of the position, thereby preventing the Japsnese from gné&ﬁgar*
Ing the Regimental area., Investigation revealed that, of the 8
tanks which set out from BINALONAN the night before, the peri-
meter had destroyed six, two of which were within 26 yards of

(30) A-12, p. 16; Personal knowledge
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The losses to the peri-

meter were 2 killed and & wounded, Losses in equipment included
1 tank, 1 jeep and trailer. This was an lmportent and impreggiva
victory ;er the unlts 1nvulvad, and they were relieved.tha morn=-
ing of 18 January 1945 by alame.ts of the 25%&.Infantry Division,
$ixth Army reserve, {ﬁl} @V ;

&NAEESIS AND CRITICISN
1. ORDERS AND INSTRUCTIONS

' The orders and'ihstructions"received from the Reglmental
8-5 by the Commander of K Company, upon his arrival at the Regl-
mental Commeand Post in MANAOAG, were most insufficient fop what
was Impending. 1% was, atL;east, evident by the later agriy&l
of other friendly units upon the posltion, that She additlonal
information was avallable to the Regimental 8~3, In this case
where a Company Gommander, presumed from the instrﬁctiena
recelved, was to operate asg a sepérate unit, and %o come upon
the positlon to be occupled, finding another unit present, could
have led to & great deal of confusion on the part of both units,
Only by cooperation and sagreement éf two gmall unit commanders
was this eanfasi;n entirely svolded in this situation,

No information was given as to the enemy situation or as to
his capabllities in the ares Lo be occupied, No indlcation was
offered that the position was to be further reinforeced, prior to
the arrival of other friendly unlits on the scene, Had advanced
notification been given, provisions could have been made to

-

(31) A-12, pe 17; Personal lmowledge
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in#egrate the unlta, which were to arrive, into the overall
defensive plan, Thls was not done, and as a result, the arrival
of units plecemeal caused ncth;ng.bgt confusion and over crowding
of the position. With unseasonsd §r90p3,uﬁaar simllar condltlons,
this situation could have resulted in disaster. Under the circum-
stamcas,rtha succegaful defense of the perimeter was atiributed

to w#ll éra%nea troops, poor intelllgence on the part of the
Japanese, Qgé iuck. | ok

2.  DISSEMINATION OF INTRLLIGENCE

The Regimental S~s,'in iaaﬁiqg his instructions t&jK Company
Commender concerning the move from MANAOCAG to POTPOT, gave abuo~
lutely no information relative te the enemy in the area, By the
fact that the position was_}ater reinforced, 1t wéa_avidenh that
the Reglmental 3~-3 was aware of the fact that the 2nd Japanese
Armored Division was located an&ngperating in the general viclinlty
of szmgﬁéﬁam. Allowing the $sm§any Commander to leave the Conmand
Post at MANAQAG, and to depend upaﬁ his own rescurcefulness to
secure the necessary 1nfofmgtion of the enemy in the area in which
the Oompany was to operate could have endangered the Eegimsﬁtal.
position and possibly caused the 10ss of the perimeter. In the
opinion of the wrlter, the possibllity that the Reconnalssance
element was located near the ares was leaving too much to luck,

Teoo many staff officers are prone to bake Ehe attltude that
the information which he pogsesses does nob concern the lower
wnit commanders and 1s ralﬁcﬁant to disseminate thia often vital
information, This 1s §artieular1§ dangerous under combat

condltions,
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Do INFANTRY WEATCNS VS ARWORED VEHICLES

Waile an all around defense, to include tanks, is desired
In a successful defense of a position agalnst enemy armorsd
attack, it is felt by thé writer that with the minimum number
of weapons organically asslgned %o an Infantry unilt, 1f employed
properly, will be successful in'deaﬁgéying medium tanks and other
' light armored vehicles, Admitted that this defense was nob
thorsughly‘érgaﬁized agalngt any type of attack, ?hﬁs unit never-
theleas demonsirated, utilléing only lts organically assigned
weapons, plus the surprise of ﬁha Japanese, that a wnlt can be
successful in defenae of its area,'against snemy armored altbacks,
wlthout btank suppordt, This unlt with fwe anﬁitank guns (one
37mm and one 57mm) prapérly emplaced and employed was responsible
Por destroying six enemy tanks, and completely routing the ensmy.
Palth in the weapon, combined wlth proper emplacement and utlilie
zation, will spell suceesa.or organlc Infantry antitank weapéns
agalnat enemy armored attack. |
4, DEFENSE IN DEPTH f _

Had the 3apaneéé known the perimeier was hsld by ané line,

with no depth, their attacks could have besn successful had they
chose to commit all thelr ﬁva%lablé tanks at any one time along
the perimeter, S#ma depth was gained for the positlon against
Armor by placing the antltank guns {one S?Qm and one S?mﬁ) along
the road, By either gun reversing 1ts position and fiyihé in a
rearward diﬁactian, nutnal éup?ert and depth wauldrhave baeon
gained, It is doubtful, however, that either of the guns could
have reversed Lts firing direction in time to Infllet any damage
to the tanks, due to the relatlive closeness ?f the gun posltions
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and the speed ol the snemy tanks, Additional da§§h was gained
b?~placing the tanks within the perimeter, h@we?@é, they later
proved uselesss. Depth in vthils ocase was not needed due to the
nature of the actlon of the enemy. However, had the enemy chose
to atbtack the perimeter as indicated above, the position would
have been endangered and difflcult to defend. égainst an Aggroes-
slve eneny armored alttack, a successful defense must have depth,

5., COMMUNTCATTONS

¥

This ah;t‘was placed in position wlth ne eiaatrical‘maans
of ¢omunlcation with Regiment or the supporiting artlllery. No
thought or consideration by anyone concerned was glven to the
ﬁﬁésibiiity that orgenic radios would not pravidé sultable
communications with parent or gnppsrtigg_ﬁnitSQ This fact
proved to be a serious handleap during this s§ara§ien, pa:tisa-'
larly in securing necessary artillery fire support for the peri-
meter during the enemy attacks, Further, had the gérimster been
sndangered and reguired reinforcing from Regiment, there woaldA
have been no contact to accomplish this reinforcing resulting In
possible loss of the perimeter,

The artillery Forward Observer, after proving his_awn
sommmications w&%h'ﬁuﬁfég iﬁadeéaate, gecurad avtillery fire
support through a desperate two hour operation by utilizing a
series of relays through Reconnalssance Troop Radlos. |

When unlts are instructed to proségé beyond the possible
rahge_of thelr own organic oommunicatishs,‘sariauﬁ conslderaw-
tions must be glven 50 supplying the necessary communicatlons

g0 vital to control and use of supportlng arms.
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6o  AMMUNITION LOGATION

No consideration or thought was given to the possible use
of types of 60mm ammunition, other than High Explosive, in
‘defense of the position. Only 10 rounds of 60mm ammunltion were
located at the gun positions, the entlre remalning avallable
supply was on the Gompan& carriers. It was not untll after the
first attack that it was possible to bring mortar ammunition from
" the compan?ﬁwéapons carriers to the 60mm mortar Rositions in
sufficlent quantity to provide necessary lllumination %o the area
forward of the perimeter., This fact caused much concern during

the Initlal defense, as the'position wag wlthout any means of
providing observation to the front during a critlcal phase of the
defense. It was after a great-deal of unnecessary movement with-
in the perimeter and the endangering of the lives of many persomnel
that a sufflclent quantity of 60mm ammunition arrived at the gun
~positions.

This sltuatlon could have been prevented had a gufficlent
Quantlity of ammunltion of all types been placed at sach gun
position, thraughout the perimeter, prior to the enemy attack.

7. PRIOR TRAINING |

This unit démonstrated,that the performance of an organi-
zation in combat 1is, without exceptlon, directly proportioned to
the excellence of its training, AtAno time during the enemy
attacks on the little perimeter was there the so called "Hysterical
Firing" of all individuals aleng the entire llnes of thempoaition |
merely‘becauae the enemy was attacking. Thls is_usually prevalent
durling night combat. Only thaﬁ portion of the perimeter whilch was

subject to attack ever opened fire. No gun poSitidn was dlsclosed
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vmnecessarily by careless firing, The fact that the antltank

guns allowed the enemy itanks to appéoash %o within 25 to 30

yards of thelr positlions before taking them under flre, adedquately
demonstrated that the gun orews had falfh in thelr weapons and
thelr ablllty teo handle them, All of the ahove was acqulired
through training preceding the Luzon landing.

Perimeter defense ﬁag the "Order of the Night" in the Pacific
Theatre of“kbérationa. This unit, alﬁhough fail%né to organlze
lts posltion in depth and getting off to & hadly confused start,
caused by the unanﬁouncad arriv&l‘af the varlous units, thoroughly
demonstrated that the combat seasoning and the training received
prior to the Imzon Invaslon pald off handsomely.

‘ IESSONS v

1. Unit leaders mnst be thoravgh&y orlented as to the
friendly and the enemy situation and they mugt be glven a defi-
nite miaaion whan aysrating separately. '

2o Ehe value and the disssmin&ﬁion of goad lntslligence
¢annu$ be aver em@hasized 1n eombat¢t

e Grganie woeapons af small infantry vnits, if properly -
employed, will suceasafully éestrey enemy madium tanks and other

small armoreé vshicles. |

4, A defense with depth lis & mua% in all tyges of opsra-
tions, particularly those against Armor.

5+  Units upsrating saparately, or beyoné'friandly lines,
must be equippsd with necessary means of communlocations for cone
tact with their parent and supporting units.

8. &11 types of ammnnitica mn§t be 1coated at gun yasitienagggﬁ
‘prior to night fall for use during a night defense. - N
Ts Farformance af a vnitlin cambat is, without axcep%inn,

directly prapor%icned ta the excellence cf ita tralning,
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