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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 3D BATTALION, 134TH INFANTRY
(35TH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE BATTLE OF LUTREBOIS,
BELGIUM, 28 DECEMBEER 1944 -~ 4 JANUAHRY 1945
(ARDENNES-ALSACE CAMPAIGN)

(Personal Experience of a Company Commender)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the 3d Bettallon,
134th Infentry, 35th US Pivision in the Battle of Lutrebois,
Belgium, 28 December 1944 - 4 Janunary 1945, in the Bastogne
phase of the Ardernnes-Alsace Canpalgn.

In late November and early December, 1944, the Allied
Armies had advanced to the western borders of Germanj at many
roints, During this perlod, Intelligence reporits repesatedly
Indicated the formation of a2 strong mobile reserve, ldenti-
fied as the Sixth Panzer Army, capable of mounting a strong
counteroffensive. (1) On 16 Pecember 1944, the First US
Army, commanded by General Courtney H, Hodges, was struck by
this reported onemy force in a surprise attack. The V and
VIII Corps of the First Army, thinly spread on what was con-
sidered a "Quiet front", were unsble o contain the German
advance. (2)

The enemy's general plen, apparently, was to seize Liege,
the Allied communications and supply center, and with bridge-
heads across thehgggée River he planned to swing north to
Antwerp, the great Allioed port of supply. If successful in
the seizure of Leige asnd Antwerp, his plens would have spllt
the American and British Armies and greatly endangered the
entire sllied supply position. (3)

(1) A-14, p. 1-13; (2) A-2, p. 337 and 342; (3) a-1,
Pe 195,
4



General Von Rundstedt, commanding the German effort,
used two Panzer Ammies to effect this penetration. The S8ixth
Panzer Army, in the north, drove toward Liege. The Fifth |
Panzer Army, in the south, drove toward Bastogne and bridge-
heads across the @égie River, (4) (See Map A)

On 17 December, to counter the Germsan thrust toward
Bastogne, the 10lst Alrborne Division and elements of the VIII
Corps were directed to occupy and hold the Bastogne area at
gll costs, By 20-21 December, these units were completely
surrounded by the enemy. (5)

Oon 18 December, Gensral George 8, Patton's Third TS
Army was ordered to swing the bulk of its weight to the
north and attack the German salient in the area south of
Bastogne. (6) This order resulted in what has since been
deacribed by Brig. Gen. Brenton G, Wellasce as, "Without doubt,
the fastest and greatest mass movement of an Army in history".
(7) Within 48 hours following the order, a great part of
the Third Army was on the roed north., (8)

The 35th Infentry Division was one of the many units
in the Third Army effected by this order. It hed just crossed
the German Border, east of Sarrguemines, to fight on German
soll for the first time. (9) Severe fighting in thls area
had depleted its units to a skeleton of 1ts effective
strength. (10} On 19 December, the Division was alerted
for the coming move. It was relieved during the night of
20-21 December by elements of the US Seventh Army. (11) On
(4) A-1, p, 195; (5) A-11l, p. 166; (&) 4&-1, p. 196;

(7) A-11, p. 151; (8) 4a-11, p. 151; (9) 4a-5; (10) Per-
sonal kmowledge; (11) A-5,



22 December, the Division moved to Metz, France, where its
regiments were once again filled to fighting strength, (12)
| Two thousand replacements with less than a week of Infantry
training joined the Division on Christmas Day., (13) These
were in additlon to 1500 men received during the pefiod 18-
22 December, {14) Shortly after 2400 hours, 25 December,
the Division mounted trucks and moved to an sssembly ares
north of Arlon, Belgium. There, it became a part of Lt. Gen,
John Millikin's III Corps. (15) (See Map A) |

TOPOGRAPHY AND CLIMATIC CONDITIONS

S0 that the reader will have a clearer uﬁderstanding of
the difficultles encountered other than fighting the enemy
in this ares, the author has includéd the following informa-
tiﬁn. The area south and southeast of Bastogne is dotted
with many small towns located, for the most part, on second-
ary roads to the right and left of the (Arlon-Bastogne) main
highway., Bastogne was the hub for the roadnet and therefore
was an important military feature to both the enemy and Al-
lied forces, Long corridors, running genersdlly northeast
end southeast, had many small streams and rivers flowling
through them. The ridge lines, on the limits of these cor-
ridors, were not very high, but did offer an advantage of
key terrsasin to the units holding them. The weather was very

cold, with sbout six inches of snow covering the ground. (16)

(12) A-6, pe 103; (13) &-3, p. 5; (14) Personal know-
ledge; (is A-SE, (18) A&~15;, pe 39; Porsonal knowledge.



THE GENERAL SITUATION

The mission of the III Corps was to sdvance north to
reduce the enemy sallent Iln lts zone and relieve the surround-
ed US troops in Bastogne, (17) The plen adopted to accom-
plish this mission placed the 35th Infantry Division between
the 4th Armored Division on the west and the 26th Infantry
Division on the east., (18) (See Map B)

On 26 December, word was received that elements of the
4th Armored Division had succeeded in entering the Bastogne
area contacting elements of the 10l1st Alrborne Division, north
of Assenois., (19) This contact, on a secondary road, could
not be meintained by other than single tanks running through
very heavy direct fire from enemy positions on the high ground
east of the (Arlon-Bastogne) highway. (See Map B) The task
to alleviate this situation beceme the mission of the 35th
Division. (20)

Major Genersl Paul W, Baede, Commander of the 35th Divi-
sion, on 27 December, committed the 320th Infantry on the
right (east), the 137th Infantry on the left (west), and held
the 154th Infantry in reserve., (21) By 29 December, the
320th Infantry end the 137th Infantry had advanced to a line
south of Harlange-Villers-la-Bonne-Eau. The 134th Infantry
in reserve had moved to the vicinilty of Warnach on 28 Decem-
ber, There, its Third Battalion on the same date was sent
forward to relleve a Battalion of the 318th Infantry? 80th
Division (attached to the 4th Amored Division) in a woods
north of Sainlez. (See Map B) (22) At 1930 hours, 28 De-

(17) A-5; (18) A-5; (19) A~15, p. 43; (20) Personal
xnovledge; (21) A-5; (22) A-6, p. 103,



cember, orders were issued committing“phe“134th Infantry the
following morning. (23) The plsn ofigﬂéiar B, Miltonberger,
commanding the 134th Infantry, was to attack north at 0800

hours in a column of Battalions; 3d, lst, and 2d. The 3d

Battelion to seize Lutrebols and be prepared to continue the
attack north to Marvie. The lst and 24 Battalions to follow
the 3d Battalion and be prepared to by-pass the 34 Battallon,

should it become involved, and continue the attack to the

north, (24)

THE BATTALION SITUATION

By 1630 hours, 28 December, the 3d Battalion hed com-

pleted the relief of the battalion of the 80th Division with-
out incident. An examination of the area revealed 1t had been
used as a drop zone by the enemy. Eﬁemy dead, dressed in
new US Armored force uniforms, were strewn over the ares.
The new uniforms soon began to appear on men of the 3d Bat-
talion, who felt a greater need for them than their former
owners. Much of the enemy equipment, some of 1% still at-
tached to parachutes, was also US material. (25)

The strength of the battalion at this time was full
with the exception of a few officers in the companieé. How=~
ever, 1ts full strength was made up of mostly untried replace-
ments. Few of its original officers and men were left. This
was especially true in each of the compenies. Only two of

the originsl Company officers, who had landed at Omaha Beach

(23) A-8; (24) A-7; (25) Personal knowledge.



on D plus 30, were still fighting., Original non-commissioned
officers were almost non-existent., Many of the non-commission-
ed officers in the line companles were untried in battle, hav-
ing esrned their warrsnts in other branches of the service.
It was difficult for company commanders to place this type
man in charge of squads and many times these men could be
found fighting as riflemen without command, trying to prove
themselves capable of assuming the role of combat leadsrs,
(26) Living conditions in the cold and snow covered ground,
plus the knowledge of the enemy's great advance, added to the
¢ifflculties already mentioned, The morale and the esprit
de corps of the battalion was present, but was far from that
desired,

At 2130 hours that night, orders were lssued for the at-

tack the next morning. (27)

THE BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK

The 3d Battallon's plan of attack was as follows: (See
Map B)

"2. This Battalion will attack to selze LUTREBOIS, pre-
pared to continue attack north to MARVIE. Formation: Column
of companies; L, I, K; LD: Present front line of Co L. Direc-
tion of attack: DNorth. Time of attack: 0800

3. @+ Co L will atteck to N, selze and mop up LUTREBOIS.

be Co I will follow Co L by 200-300 yards prepared
to attack on right. Provide security patrol to

right flank {contact 137th)}. Prepared to pass

(27) Personal knowledge.
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through Co L at LUTREBOIS and continue attack.
¢ce Co K will follow Co I by 200-300 yards prepared
to attack either on right or left, provide
security patrol to left flank,
de Co M -- 1 MG plat direct support Co L,
1 MG plat prepared to support Co I,
8l mm mortars in position to fire on
LUTREBOIS and area %e front, Observer
with Co L,
Xe Possible contact with friendly troops vicinity
of MARVIE", (28)

Little was known of the enemy position in the battelion
zone of sction. No contact had been made with the enemy to
this time. The battalion was warned that the enemy was still
dressing many of its men in US uniforms. It was reported the
enemy was ldentifying those so dressed by a colored scarf
worn around the neck, Wearing of scarfs was popular with our
troops, so to minimize confusion in that respect orders were
issued to remove all scarfs and to shoot on sight anyone seen
wearing them., (29)

A complete K ration and extra ammunition would be dis-
tributed with the serving of hot coffee at 0600 hours the
following morning. Each man was instructed to carry one
blanket., The battalion commander planned to fellow Company
L with his command groupe. Initislly the command post would
remain in its present location in the woods and be prepared

to displace forward on order. (30)
(28) A&-7; (29) Personal knowledge; (30) &-7,
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Prior reconnaissance was impossible, due to darkness
and the early start the following morning. Realizing this,
the company commanders requested permission to move to the
Loutskirts of Lutrebols under cover of darkness ths follow-
ing morning so that the lack of reconnalssance might be over-
come with the use of surprise, Permlssion was granted by

regiment and the time of attack for the 3d Battalion was moved
forward to 0500 hours. (31)

THE ATTACK

At 0500 hours, 29 December, Company L moved out follow-
ed by Companies I and X, Company L, to prevent possible
enemy ambush, sent an officer-led patrol on ahead of the
column, The patrol had sdvanced sbout a thousand yards to
the north when an enemy machine gun opened fire. By 0605
hoﬁrs, Company L had forced the machine gun to withdraw, but
now the enemy was alerted and other automatic weapons and
small arms took up the fight as the column advanced. The
enemy positions sppeared to be small outpost groups holding
up the advence, Thelr fire was ineffective as no casualties
were reported, but they did succeed in delaying the advance.
It wasn't until 1000 hours that the leading elements of Com-
pany L arrived at the edge of the woods on the southwest édge
of Lutrebois., Here the battalion commender made new plans '
for the attack. (32)

Iutrebols was a smaell town situated at the north end of

a valley. This valley, bounded on the east and west by heavy

(31) Personsl knowledge; (32) Aa-7,
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wodds, extended southeast about 1700 yards and terminated
there in heavy woods, The ground north and norfhwest of the
town was slowly rising and devold of cover and concealment.
To the east, northeast, and west the ground rose sharply with
the higher of the two ridges on the east. The roadnet into
the town was excellent from all directions. (33)

Due to the delay of the 3d Battalion by the enemy, the
lst Battalion was ordered %o bypasé to the left and continue
the attack to Marvie. The 2d Battalion tied onto the rear
of the 3d Battslion along the west side of the road entering
Lutrebols from the southwest, with orders to protect the
right flank of the regiment. (34)

The new plen of attack for the 34 Battalion was for Com-

7,:pany L to seize Lutrebois, Companies I asnd K from their posi-

-?xﬁftions along the road southwest of Lutrebois would attack eeast,

s

. & seize and occupy the wooded area south and southeast of the

&

2 ??%own. From this position Companies I and K would be able to

cover the approaches into the town. One platoon of machine
guns from Company M would support the attack from positions
in the woods on the high ground southwest of the town. The
81 mm morters from positions in a draw southwest of the town
would support the battallon sattack.

The battelion command post moved to & chateau some 1600
yards southeast of the town. The battallon observation post
occupied a position on the high ground in the woods at the

southwest edge of the town. (35)
(33) Personal knowledge; (34) A4-8; (35) A-7,
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The objective given to Companies I and K was about g
thousand yards to the east which would give them an exposed -
right flank, if the 24 Battalion remained in 1ts new posi-
tion., To aveid the danger of an open flank, the 24 Battallon
was ordered to join in a coordinated attack with the 32 Bat-
talion. Thelr objective was an extension of the 3d Battalion's
objective to the south in the woods southeast of Lutrebois.
It was hoped they would be able to make contact with the 137th
Infantry,*gsigks also attascking, To stretch thelr lines
as far as possible to the south to =ccomplish thls contact,
the 24 Battalion employed gll three of its rifle companies on
line, (36)

At 1300 hours the attack jumped off. Company L quickly
moved into Iumtrebols end completely surprised the enemy. By
1600 hours Company L was consolidating its position. (37)

Companies I and K, with excellent overhead machine gun
fire supporting their attack, moved across the valley toward
the objective., As its forward elements meared the objectlve,
heavy small arms fire could be heard on the right in the 24
Battelion area., The companies moved onto the objective with-
out meeting nor observing any enemy trocps. The area gave
evidence of recent enemy occupation., Freshly dug soill cover-
ed the snow around many foxholes, which indicated =a well pre-
pared position for defensive action. The men of Companies I
and K were quick to take sdvantage of these positions when

word was quietly passed around that German scldiers could be

(36) Porsonal knowledge; (37) &-7.
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observed in the woods acroass the road. (38) (See Map C)

It was evident the enhemy was unaware of the presence
of American troops as he was walking about in a very uncon~-
cerned manner, paying no attention to the firing still going
on in the 24 Battalion area.

A check with the 34 Battalion Commender, using the SCR
300 radio, revealed that the 24 Battalion had been unable to
eross the line of departure. Heavy enemy flre had prevented
any movement toward the objective and further movement was
not enticipated ﬁnder the c¢ircumstances. The K Company Com-
mander was advised by the battalion commander to organize =a
perimeter defense to pfotect his right flank and rear.

Before the K Company Commander could plan this defense,
the enemy opposite him began moving out of the woods across
the road toward the I and K Company positions. The companies,
who had held thelr fire to this time, now opened fire against
the unsuspecting enemy. The enemy force consisting of about
forty men was killed, wounded, or captured. Taken by complete
surprise, the enemy had been unable to return the fire. About
thirty minutes later another enemy group, smaller in size and
picking thelr way among the dead of the first action, advanced
toward the Company K position. Again, as in the first attack,
the enemy advanced seemingly unaware of the presence of K
Company. Once more, the enemy force was eliminated.

The growing number of prisoners in the positlon was caus=-

ing some concern to the company commanders. Another radio
(38) Personal knowledge.
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conversation with the battalion commander cautioned agalnst
sny evacuation of the prisoners as the area to the resr and
scross the valley was suspected of containing enemy. This
information caused the company commanders additlonal concern
as this meant possible isolation of routes to the reasr. Aam-
munition was running low and the K rations carried by each
men would last only through breskfast the following daye.
Fortunately, no cagualties had been suffered by elther com-
pany to this time, but each company commander realized im-
mediately there would be no evacuation service should any of
his men become casualties. (39)

The cammenders of Companies I end K planned a perimeter
defense together. They pulled their front line platoons into
the woods snd placed outposts on the forward and rear edges
of the tree line. The support platoons of both companles
were in physical contact with each other end in turn were tled
in with the forward elements forming a solid chaln of posi-
tions arcund each of the company coammend posts. Each company
cormander had an excellent observation post near the forward
edge of the woods, with good coverage of the road some fifty
yards to the fronk,

Meanwhile, the L Company Commander had decided his posie
tion within the town would be unable to repel a counter-at-
tack, if it were launched from the woods on the high ground
to the northeast. To improve his position, he sent a platoon

to outpost and patrol those woods. The platoon sdvanced to

(39) Personal knowledge.
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the high ground and on into the woods a short distance
straight into an enemy embush., The enemy opened fire with
machine guns, mortars, end en 88 mm gun, In-wild panic,
the platoon turned snd fled back to the town. The compa-
ny commsander then declded to occupy the higg_ggggggwig

ﬁ?iﬁ;ffrear (southwest) of the town with the attached heavy machine
W

Y¢»¢Vﬂ;f . 8un platoon, the command group, and the company mortar

‘U/op section, This was the only position of depth in the bat-
# talion. (40)

The lst Battallon had gucceeded in seizlng the town
of Marvie where it had contacted elements of the 10lst Alr-
borne Division., With the capture of Lutrebois and Marvie,
the 4th Armored Division was sble to fight 1ts wey into
Bastogne on the main (Arlon-Bastogne) highway. (41)

It might be well to mention here the peculiar position

the regiment found itself at this time. The 1lst Battalion,

in f:iziit\fzund itself separated from the 3d Battalion
@iéOd yards "B“tﬂﬁmndizg} The 2d Battalion's left elements

were sbout 500 yards south of Lutrebois with enemy between

1t and the 3d Battaliocn. The 3d Battallon found itsell
with two companies isolated a 1000 yards to the front and
the battalion command post cut off completely from all the
companies. Radlo was the only mesans of communication in
the fegiment. |

At 2130 hours the seme day (29 December), the 3d Bat-

talion Commander informed the compsany cormmanders that an
(40) Personsgl knowledge; (41) A-6, p. 103.
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armored infantry battalion and tanks of the 4th Armored
Division were preparing to move into the 3d Battalion zone
during the night, to strengthen the defense and tie in the
left flank with other elements of their division, He cau-
tioned ageinst firing at vehicles without first investigat-
ing as to whether they were enemy or Irriendly. He concluded
his conversation with the information that an attack order
would be issued the following mornling at 0730 hours, 7

By 2400 hours that night, Companies I and X had re-‘
ported hearing ermor movements several times. The night
was exceptionslly dark with visibllity zZero. Sound éeemed
impossible to locate in the extreme cold. Each company com-
mender was reluctant to send investigating patrols for féar
of losing the men to the enemy and weskening thelr elready
hazardous defensive position. The sound of armor moving
continued through the night, (42)

At 0430 hours the following morming (30 December),
Company I reported enemy moving out of the woods to thelr
front toward Lutrebois., Artillery fire was requested and
"delivered with good effect, but by 0515 hours Company L re-
ported enemy coming into the town on two sldes with tanks
and Infentry., (43) The two forward platoons of Company L,
with a section of light machine guns attached, managed to
hold the enemy for a short time but enemy tanks traveling
on the road through the town soon dispelled any hopes of

containing the enemy advence. Those men who were gble to

(42) Personal knowledge; (43) A-T7.
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free themselves withdrew to the company command posi loca-

tion on the high ground southwest of the town. The rest,

49 men in all, were captured by the enemy. Now the attached

heavy machine gun platoon went into asction, Inflicting severe
MBTL BT M €62

casualties among the enemy, They were soon outflanked and

withdrew to positions near the battslion commend post. (44)

It should be remembered that defense in depth was non-
existent within the entire regiment., To counter the enemy
sdvance, Company E was withdrawn from the 24 Battalion and
sent to the aid of the 3d Battalion. This company found
itself helpless to cope with the large enemy force. Badly
battered and suffering meny casualtles, it returned to 24
Battelion control. (45)

Now, at dewn, Companies I and K found themselves =till
untouchsed by the enemy but completely cut off on all sides
from friendly units, As visibility improfed, their posi-
tions appeared even more hopeless, FPifteen Tiger Royal Tanks
were observed in the edge of the woods east of the road
directly opposite them, The tanks had backed into the woods
for cover and each tank gun was pointed toward the I and K
Company positions. Agaln 1t was evident the Germans had
no idea of the presence of the Americen force so near to
them. One German officer crossed the roed and turned over
a few of the dead Germens, killed the previous day, in front
of the Company K position. He gatisfied himself and re-

turned to the tanks, without even looking into the K Company
(44) A-6, p. 104; (45) Personal knowledge.
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position, The men of Company K were instructed to hold
their fire as the company commander felt any offensive

action by his company would only result in its annihilation
at very little cost to the enemy. Needless to say, the order
was obeyed to the letter.

The company commanders contacted the 3d Battallon Com-
mander, reported the presence of the tanks and requested
ertillery support and an air strike. Coordinates were used
to direct the initisl fire of the artillery after which
the company commanders adjusted the flire, knocking out four
of the tenks, Seven men in K Compeny were wounded by the
1nitigl fire,. A few of the rounds burst in the tree tops
over their position. The remaining tanks pulled out on
the road nniy to be caught in that position by rocket-firing
Americen plsnes. The planes brought their fire to bear
on the tanks which immediately broke up into two groups;
one sped to the north, the other to the south, Because
of the close proximity of the two compsanies to the road,
the rocket firing csused them en additional 15 casualtles.
Ironically, all the casuslties suffered by the two companles
to thils time were csused by their own supporting fires.

(46)

During this time the enemy had continued his advance
through Lutrebois and was slowly approaching the 3d Bat-
tellion Commsnd Post. Seeking a reserve force of some sort,
the battalionrcommander employedd his headquarter's group,
elements of Company L, the heavy machine gun pletoon pre-
viously mentioned, Company M Headquarters, and the bat~
(46} Personal'knowledge.
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talion staff to stop the enemy. The headquarters of an
anmoredlinfantry battelion sharing the chateau aé & com-
mand post location, also jolned the defense positlion add-
Ing a tank and a half-track to the growing number of men
and weapons, The Germans, with no attempt to use cover
and conceslment, boldly advanced into the defensive fires
to a point just short of the building itself, At this
point, the attack fell apart disintegrating completely in
the 3d Battalion zone, However, Lutrebois was once more
in enemy hends and Companies I and K were still surrounded,
(47) (See Map C)

It was soon discovered that the German attack had
been conducted on a large scale. Using two divlisions; the
lst SS Panzer Division and the 167th Volkagrenadier Divi-
sion, he had attempted to smash his way through the 35th
US Infantry Division to the Arlon-Bastogne Hlghway and
thence to Bastogne. In other areas he had employed three
additional divisions to support the same effort. (48) In
the 3d Battalion zone, the enemy employed two infantry
battalions and 40 tanks. (49) Twenty-five of these tanks
were destroyed in the 3d Battslion zone. (50)

During the period between 1330 hours and 1600 hours,
new plané were made for the continuation of the attack the
next day. Companies I and K were notifiled to withdraw to
the line now held by the 2d Battalion. There K Company
would tie in to the left of Compsany E, and Company I wouldd

(47) 4-6, p. 104; (48) A-3, p. 6; (49) A-6, p. 103;
(50) A-6, p. 105.
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extend left from Company K to make contact with the 5lst
wh

Armored Infantry,“ﬁg'1was fighting its way south to occupy

this position. (51) (See Map D) This was the same armored
infantry unit that had been reported to Companies I and K
the previous night as moving into the area to strengthen

the defense, (52)

At 1700 hours just before dark,‘Company K followed by
Company I began its withdrawal. The formatlon was strange
in that they moved in a column of plstoons, single file,
secross the valley towerd the 24 Battslion. One extra
platoon had been organized and placed between the two com-
panies. They included the prisocners carrying three litter
cases and the walking wounded of both companies, 4n officer
was given the responsibility of getting this group back
as best he could, should the companies become inw lved with
the enemy. It was a fortunate arrangement. As Company K
entered the woods west of the-valley, the company commander
observed an enemy machine gun positlon at the e@ge of the
woods along the road leading north to Lutrebois. He held
up the column long enough to instruct one platoon leader
fo surround the machine gun and to try to elimlnate 1it,
using hsnd grenades, A&ny use of small arms agalnst the
position would have endangered possible friendly troops on
the west side of the road.

Next, he sent a patrol well to the right of the enemy

position wlth instructions fo cross the rosd, turn left in
(51) A-7; (52) Personal knowledge.
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the woods snd move south until they contacted the 24 Bat-
talion. After seeing them successfully across the road,
he waved the remainder of the column forward and notified
the battalion commander of the action taken. Using the
same route the patrol had taken, the company commander ad-
vanced his column across the roasd into the woods and had
turned south sbout a hundred yards when the enemy machine
gun opened fire. The first burst of the gun killed three
men and wounded several others near him, Using his 536
radio, he contacted the platoon leader on the other side
surrounding the gun. The platoon leader explained the Ger-
mans had heard the column moving and were aware of his
position to their rear, meking it Impossible for any of
his platoon to get within grenasde rasnge. The company com-
mander, holding his temper in check, instructed the platoon
leader to get his platoon across the road and join the rest
of the company. (53)

Meanwhile, the officer in charge of the prisoners and'
wounded persomnel moved deeper into the woods when he heard
the machine gun open fire. He found a traeil going south ,
through the woods which he used, making the move much easier
on the wounded men. He succeeded in reaching friendly
elements in the rear of the 24 Battalion, who relleved him
of further responsibility. (54)

I Company, hearing the fire of the machine gun, moved

further to the right and crossed the road without difflicul-
{53) (54). Personal knowledge.
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ty. (55)

Shortly after 1800 hours, the K Company patrol after
making contact with the 2d Battalion, returned to guide the
column to its position. (56)

The returned companies were ordered to employ all
platoons on the front line so as to maintain physical con-
fact with the units on their right and left. The 24 Bat-
talion, reduced in numbers due to casualties, had stretched
1ts three rifle companies to the limit to mske contact with
elements of the 137th Infantry on the right. The 24 Bat-
talion line ran from & point inside the woods on the east
side of the road, diagonslly to the southeast to the left
elements of the 137th Infantry. (57)

! Company K, to tie in with both the 2d Battalion and
I Company, was forced to place one platoon on the east side
of the rosd and the other two platoons on the west side of
the road. The platoons on the west side of the road ren
generally along the rosd and then slowly curved off to the
northwest to contact Compeny I. Company I had considersable
difficulty building its line, without the knowledge of where
the still missing srmored unit would finally locate itself.
(58) (See Map D)

Company L, which had been reduced to ebout = third of
its strenéfh in the day's actlon, was combined with; the
Ammmnition and Pioneer Platoon, the Regimental Intelligence
and Reconnalssance Platoon, and the Regimental Military

(55) &-7; (56) A-7; (57) Personal knowledgs; (68)
A-T.
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Police Platoon to form a reserve for the 2d and 34 Bat-
talions. (59)

By 2400 hours that night, each of the 3d Battalion
Compsnles had been resupplied wlth rations send asmmunition
by a battalion carrying party. Wire communication was siso
established with battalion. Becsuse of the fluld situatlon,
requests for bedrolls and hot rations were refused by regil-
ment, (60)

At 0800 hours 31 December, the 2d and 34 Battallons
moved out in the attack to mop up what they thought was
light enenyy resistance{ Both battalions were thrown beck
to their initisl positions by very heavy enemy resistance.
The 2d Battallon suffered very heavy losses in 1ts short
skirmish with the enemy. After the attack was repulsed,
both battelions stayed in position for the remainder of
the day. In the late afternoon, the 2d Babttalion stopped
an enemy counter-sttack agsinst its right flank, This at-
tack again severed contact with the 137th Infantry on the
right. The enemy, using esrtillery and mortars, pounded the
24 and 3d Battalion positions continually throughout the
dey. (61)

Thet night, to welcome the New Year, word was passed
on to the men that every artillery unit in the III Corps
would mass their guns at midnight for a serles of time-on-
terget fires on the enemy. Five battalions of 4.2 Mortars

and all aveilable armor would slso join in the firing.
(59) A-6; (60) A-7; (61) &-8,
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This news proved to be a much needed shot in thé arm for
the morale of the men. They planned additional unhsppi-
ness for the enemy in the two hours prior to midnight.
They recelved permission to fire all their wéapons toward
the enemy, The battalion commander arranged for =1l the
mortars to fire on Lutrebols and the high ground beyond,
It may appear to the reader that this was a foolish waste
of smmunition., Actually, all the targets had been woll
selected from information obtained from enemy deserters.

At 2355 hours the firing began. The artillery, us-
ing the new Proximity type fuse for the first time in this
aresa, methodically covered the entire town and its vieinity.
The flash of the shells landing illuminated the sky for
miles sround, For twenty minutes this firing continued,
pounding the enemy and as suddenly as it had started 1t
StOpped.‘ Enemy vehicles could be heard withdrawing from
the towm, A group of enemy, punch drunk with shock, sur~
rendered themselves to the battalion. They told of the
heavy casuslties inflicted by the firing. (62)

1 January 1945, found the battallon once again pre-
paring to asttack, The time of attack was scheduled for
1330 hours., The objectives assigned were Lutrebois end
the high ground to the east of the town, the smme as. they
had been three days before. The gap between the <d Bat-
talion and the 137th Infentry was filled by elements of

the 28th Cavalry Squadron who were committed for that pur-

(62) A4-7; Personal knowledge.
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pose. This permitted the 2d Battalion %o Join the 3d Bat-
talion in plans for the afternoon attack. (63)

The rosd leading north to Lutrebols was the boundary
between battalions, with the 2d Battellon on the right and
the 3d Battallon on the left., The objectives were divided;
the 3d Battalion to take Lutrebols, the 24 Battallon %o
take the high ground southeast of the town., With Company 1
on the left and Company K on the right, the attack jumped
off gt 1330 hours. By 1530 hours, the 3d Battelion reached
the forward edge of the woods looking into Lutrebois. There
the companies were forced to stop because of heavy enemy
fire of all types. The 2d Battalion was also forced to hold
up at the forward edge of the woods to the right of the road.
No further sdvance was made that day. (64) (See Map D)

The next morning, 2 January 1945, the 3d@ Battalion pre-
pared to resume the attack. Hot coffee was served the
troops at 0600 hours, the first they had received 1n many
deays. The plan of attack remained for the most part the
same as the previous day. (65)

Enemy prisoners, interrogated et regiment, reported
two hnndfed and forty enemy occupying the town supported
bj mortars and tanks located on Hill 540 to the northoast,
Additional enemy elements were reported in the woods to
the northeast, whose commanders were under orders to attack
until the last men died attacking., (66) (See Map D)

The supporting artlllery fired several concentrations

(63) A-8; (64) A-T; (65) A-T; (66) A-T,
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on the reported logations of the enemy, prior to the at-
tack. At 0830 hours, Company K began the attack on Lutre-
bois once sgain. Company I, from positions on the forward
edge of the woods, supported the atteck by fire. A pla-
toon of heavy machine guns occupylng the same positibns

1t had been forced to withdraw from a few days before, also
supported the attack.

Elements of X Company, advancing toward the first house
just outside the edge of the woods, were forced to a sfoP
by heavy enemy machine gun fire coming from several direc-
tions. The platoon sergeant reported to the compahy com-
mander that he had observed several enemy in the first house.
This house was the key to entering the town as 1t blobked
the most covered spproach from the woods., (See Map D)

Too close to his own troops for artillery fire, the company
commender ordered two bazooka teams to try to lknock out

the house. They expended several rounds without success,
It was apparent the enemy had turned the house into &
fortress., The bazooke rounds fired through windows re-
vesled bales of straw and sendbags as they exploded.

Next, the company commander ordered a squad to attack
the house from the west. This side of the house was win-
dowless but the spproach to it was over flat barren ground.
As the squad moved out the battalion commender infdrmed
the compeny commander by radlo that the 24 Battalion had
moved out toward the high ground southeast of the town and,

reported seeing enemy moving along the valley toward the

27



o ®
town. He ordered one platoon to be sent to the edge of
the woods slong the valley to protect that flank, A& pla-
toon was quickly dispatched along with a section of light
machine guns to the poslition indicated by the battallion
commander,

Meanwhile, the squad attacking the house had been
pinned down in the open ground by machline gun fire. The
platoon sergeant ran out to the squad and tried to get 1t
to move. PFailing in this, he sped for the house all alone.
He suceeseded in reaching the blind side of the building.
Once agaln he tried to get the squad to join him and again
they refused. Spylng & ladder he quickly set 1t against
the building and climbed to the roof, Completely dlsregard-
ing the hail of maschine gun fire coming at him from several
directions, he very calmly threw fragmentation end white
phosphorus grenades down the chlmney. While he was climb-
ing down, twenty seven Germans came out of the house and
surrendered to the company. This sergeant (later a battle-
field commissioned lieutenant) was ewarded a Silver Star
for this sction. Now the way was open into the town, (67)

Phe two available platoons of K Compeany guickly found
thelr way into bulldings on the edge of the town. Company
I using the same approach also entered the town. Now the
enemy realizing the strong point hed been eliminated, be-
gen firing mortars and artillery at the point of woods

the companies had used to enter the town, Prior to thils

(67) Personal knowledge.
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firing no enemy shelling had occurred on this point, due
to the close.proximity of the enemy occupled stronghold.
(68)

Clearing the town of the enemy took the next two days,
Each house ceptured was a battle in itself, Like the first
house, each one had been transformed into a minlsasture
fortress by the enemy, The town was flnally cleared of
enemy on 4 Jamuary. (69) |

In establishing the defense ofrthe town for the second
time, the entire battalion was used. Company I built its
defense positions glong the left side of the town with
observation to the northeast, north, ahd northwest, Com-
pany K on the right had visusl contact with the 2d Battalion
Ito the southeast and observation to the south. What was
left of Company L plus the heavy machine gun platoon re-
mained as a reserve on the high ground southwest of Lutre-
bois. The enemy was uneble to penetrate this defense thus
ending the battle of Lutrebbis for the 3d Battalion. (70)

So that the reader will not be left with an unfinish-
ed story the following information is added.

The 1st Battalion located in Marvie was ordered on 4
January to attack southeast through the woods northeast of
Lutrebois. This attack lasted through the night to 0300
hours on 5 Jenuary. A few of the men were able to get
through to the 2d Battalion position, but not in any
strength, (71) The attack falled and heavy losses werse
suffered by the battalion, On 5 January the 34 Battelion

(68) A;V; (69) A-6, p. 105; (70) Personal knowledge;
(71) A-6, p. 106,
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attacked against the same woods and was repulsed with heavy
losses. Finally on 8 January; two battalions of the 320th
Infantry, elements of the 6th Armored Division, the 3d and
1st Battalions of the 134th Infentry lsunched a coordinated
attack from the north, south, and west. This actlon defoat-
ed the enemy and captured the &ll important woods and high

ground northeast of Lutrebois, (72)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

As proven by the final paragraphs in the previous
chapter of this monograph, the objective given the 34 Bat-
talion, 154th Infentry was beyond the capabilities of a
battalion.  Commanders ﬁﬂ;?xare not permitted time for re-
conngissence should make a careful mep study in thelr
estimate of the situation. It is my opinion that a care-
ful mep study would have revealed the town of Lutrebois
and the wooded terrain surrounding it, the only avenue of
approach the enemy could profitably use in this ares.

I fully appreciate the fact that this operation agsainst
an all out counteroffensive forced commanders to make de-
cisions that were not normsl in their efforts to stop the
enemy. However, basic principles of good tactiés cannot
be overlooked in any operation.

The principle of depth was violated throughout the

action by companies and battalion alike. Higher head-

quarters directed that physical contact would be malntalned

(72) A-6, p. 109.
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between units wherever possible. To accomplish this, com-
manders lost thelr reserve and support units to provide
that contact. This violetion might have been overcome by
using reserve and support elements in patrol missions to
maintain contact with friendly units on the right and left.

The use of men with 1little infantry experience in this
action was neéessary to build depleted units. It was im-
possible for company commanders to know the capabilities
of these men in combat. The action of the squad, sgainst
the house that csused Compsny K so much trouble in gaining
entrance to Lutrebois on 2 January 1945, 1s one example of
how the lsck of combaAt experience effected the action, The
machine gun fire pinning the sguad to the ground was well
over their heads, as proven by the platoon sergeant's move-
mént through the squad to the protection of the house.
Segsoned combat troops would not have permitted themselves
to be pinned down when protection was aveilable a short
distance to the front,

The use of exploitation through the breach in the enemy
positions, made by Companies I and K in the initial attack
on Lutrebois and the high ground to the southeast, might
have sccomplished the mission in a shorter period of time.
T+ will be remembered that these companlies on 29 December
1944, advanced to the high ground southeast of the town
end remeined there for two days without being discovered
by the enemy. Additionel units, 17 committed through that

gap made by Companles I and K, would have been in position
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to strike the enemy positions on the flanks and rear. In
addition, an excellent approach to the heavily defended
woods northeast of the town would have been available.

The 2d Battalion's failure to reach 1ts]objective in
the above actlon permitting the enemy to surround Companies
I and K could havé caused serious consequences, had the
enemy been aware of thelr presence,

Evacustion of wounded men and the replenishment of
emmund tion should receive a high priority from higher heead-
quartefs when the normal procedure bresks down because of
ehemy action,

Units committed against an enemy known to be using
tanks should have accompanyling sarmor support. The 34 Bat-
talion found itself helpless to cope with the enemy counter-
attack on 30 December 1944, only‘because they had no de-
fonse sgalnst the enemy tanks. The use of artillery and
air support agselnst tenks is effective only in breaking up
the tacticsl unity of the enemy tanks for a short time,

Those tanks not recelving direct hits are free to fight

.
i &
-

again., It 1s interesting to note that of the twenty-five
enemy tanks destroyed in the 3d Battalion area, tank des-

ned” Jattroyer units and 4th Armored Divislon tanks flring at long
[

o 2

gesd gt range claimed credit for all but the four knocked out by

ﬂpjﬂﬂf& artillery fire in front of the I and K Company positions.

The L Company Commander was fully aware of his in-
ability to perfect an adequate defense of Lutrebols because

of 1ts low position in the valley, As occupation of the
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high ground to the northeast was impossible because of the
strong enemy force, an additional force shounld have been
sent to bolster the defense of Company L. In the final
phases of the operation the entire 3d Battelion was used
within the town to successafully defend 1t.

Troops fighting in snow and cold must receive hot food
to build reslstance against the elements, as well as the
enemy. K rations may be a good substitute but they will
never supplant hot food in the mind of the fighting man.

In summery, the 3d Battellon did agcomplish its mis-
sion by capturing the town of Lutrebois. In eight days of
fighting the 3@ Battelion lost twe hundred end sixty-seven
men killed, wounded, or captured, The exact number of enemy
casualties in this operation is unknown except for the find-
ings of Lt, Eldephonse C. Relschel, the 3d Battalion graves
registration officer, He found German dead%ﬁounted to eight
times the number of Americen dead found in the Lutrebois
area. (73) | _

By General Orders Number 62, Washington, D. C., dated
3 July 1947, the 134th Infentry Reglment weas cited for
extraordinary herolsm against the enemy in connection with
the relief of Bastoghe. By order of the Presldent of the
Unlted States and confirmed by Section IV, WD Circular 333,

the regiment was awarded the Distinguished Unlt Badgee.
LESSONS

- 1, A commander's estimate of the gitustion nust in-

(73) A~-8, p. 110.
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clude thought on the size and importance of the objective,
S0 as to commit troops in sufficient numbers to accomplish
the mission in the minimum amount of time and with the
minimum smount of losses,

2. Unit commanders must be sllowed time for recon-
naissance to properly plan thelr unit's employment.,

3. Contact patrols between adjacent units will elim-
inate the need for long, thinly spread front lines,

4, The principle of depth cannot be sacrificed with-
out weakening a unit's position,

5, New replacements must have adequate tralning and
battle orientation before being committed to action.

6. Higher commanders must be alert to employ reserve
units in-exploitation tactics when the opportunity occurs.

7. Infantry-Tank tesms should be employed in opera-
tions against a known tenk supported enemy.

8, Artillery and air support are effective in break-
ing up the tactical unity of enemy tank concentrations.

9. A defeﬁse of a town, dominsted by an enemy on high
ground, mnét ﬁave ﬁ defense in sufficlent strength to over-
come the enemy advantage.

10, Hot food is essential to the fighting man in de-
fending himself against an enemy in snow and cold e¢limatic

conditions.
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