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-'OPEF.‘ONS OF THE VII CORPS, lS’I.. S. ARMY
IN THE LANDING ON UTAH BEACH, NORMANDY, FRANCE,
6 - 7 JUNE 1944
(NORMANDY CAMPAIGN)

(Personal Experience of a Corps Lialson Officer)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operatlions of the VII Corps,
lst Us S. Army. In the landing on Utah Beach, Normandy, France,
from 6 to 7 June 1944, '

For the purpose of orlentation, the readers attention 1s
directed to a few of the far reaching and decisive conferences
held by the Allied Chiefs of Staff which brought about this
operation.

By the month of May 1941, the top_Military_and Polltlcal
leaders of America hed declded upon a baslc war plan ==~ to
defeat Germeny first., (1)

This was followed by a serles of conferences and milltary
decisions that graduslly brought about the final directive to
invade Europe.

Thus at Oassablanoa, the Allles in January 1943, reached
the decision to launch operation “OVERLORDW in May 1944. (2)

Up to this tlme however, a Supreme Commender had not been
appointed, but until such time presented 1tsélf, an organie
gation known as "COSSACY was placed in operation on the basgilc
plan. Thils group was organlgzed under the Britlsh General
- Morgen, who had been appolinted Chlef of Staff to the Supreme
Allled Commander (deslgnate). (3) |

(1} A=D, .p- 4
Ezg A=3, pe 13 4&-%, pe 3; 4~5, p. 211
3) 4=3, pe 1; 4A~4, p. 3; A~B, D. 42
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It was a‘ realized at thls time tk. alr supremacy

_ Waa_necessﬁry for the ocontemplated Invaslion. The atruggle
for this supremacy.had been going on since the war had start-
ed. It was however, t0 be Intensifled by the 1ssulng of a
new directive entitled "POINTBLANK", This order came out in |
January 1945, with the result that ememy ailr power was sub-
Jugated by the spring of 1944, (4)

At last in July 1943, the basic plen for "OVERLORD" was
completed and ready for approval., One month later 1in August
1945,.at the Quebec Conference, 1t was approved and the opera-
tional date was aet for 1 May 1944. .(5)

In December 1943, General Eilsenhower had been appointed
Supreme Commander and in February 1944, SHAEF ceme Into belng.
(6) TUnder thls set up, 2lat Army Group commanded by General
Montgomery end compoeed of the British Second Army and the
Ue S. First Army, was assigned to SHAEF, (7)

In February 1944, it was deoclded to postpone the invasion
until 31 May 1944, This delay was caused by &an increase in
the landing forces end an enlargement of the landing areah.
The weather, tidal and light condltions further deferred the
lending date to the first week in June 1944, (8)

This set back proved to be a very favorable one. The
first week of June 1944,saw the fall of ROME, the CRIMEA was
oleared and the Germans were predicting a mejor Russian of=

fenslve, (8)

A=3, Ds Vili; A-4, ps 3
A=~3, ps 13 A=5, p. 12
A=3, pes 33 A~b, p. 4l=42
A=3, p. 33 A~DB, p. 44 '
A~-3, ps B3 A~5, p. 52
A=3, pe b
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i _oeNsral sfuaTIon o

ALLTED

The overall plan o; attack involved an assault on beaches
between GCAEN and v@ﬁl@_@_ The initisl objectives were:
CAEN, BAYEUX, ISIGNY and CARENTAN; inoluding sltes for alr
bases, The final and most lmportant of all was the oaptﬁre
‘of the port of CHERBOURGQ, (See Map A}

The assault foroes for the Amerloans were orgsnized under
the code names "U" and "o" for UTAH end OMAHA, The British
were assigned the letters "S", "J" and "@" for Sword, Juno
and Gold. {See Map A) (10)

Mention 1s made at this time of the fact that the origi-
nal plan did not inolude landing beaches on the east COTENTIN
and that security necessitated a restriction on the number of
persons having knowledge of the looatlons of speciflo landing
areas.' Thus the enlargement of the landling beaches and other
chanseé in the plan ocalled for a new code word "NEPTUNE",
belng asaigned for thils operatlon,

The mailn objsotive however of "NEPTUNE®, was generally
the same as "OVERLORD" -- to secure a lodgement area, inolud-
‘Ing eirfleld slites and the capture of CHERBOURG es a base for
future operations., (11)

The enlargement of the landing areas casused the addition
of another town as one of the initisel objJectlives, nemely STE,
MERE-EGLISE. |

As the plan now stood, the D-Day objectives were the towns
of CAEN, BAYEUX, ISIGNY, CARENTAN, and STE, MERE-EGLISE.

The "NEPTUNE" plan defined the mission of First Army,

(10) A~3, pe 6, 93 A=4, p, 33; Personal knowledge
(11) A-l, p. 13 A-2, p. 16; A-4, p. 20-E1;
Personsl knowledge
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under General.-adley, to assault and. se.a the OMAHA and
UTAH beaches. (See Map A) (12) )
OMAHA beach was to be developed southward toward Sf;iiﬁ;
along with the British on the left flank. Under General.y'"
" Gerow, this was the mlssion of V Corps. |
UTAH beach was to be developed to the west éﬁd north and
to capture the port of CHERBOURG. The VII Corps under General
Colline was assigned this mission., (See MaE'AJ .(13)

ENEMY

The overall commander in France and the Low Countries
wae Fleld Mershal Von Rundstedt, At the time of the invesion
he hed some 60 divisions divided into two Army Groups., Under
- Fleld Marshsal Rommel, Army Group "B" and under General
Blaskowltz, Army Group “G“. (14)

Deployed along the intended invasion coast waa Army
Group "B", composed of the Fifteenth and Seventh Armies. The
Fifteenth was concentrated in the general ares of PAS-DE-
GALﬁls; while the Seventh wae charged wlth the defense of the
COTENTIN PENTNSULA. (See Mep A) (15)
| For quite some time our intelligence had known that the
enemy strength on the peninsula consisted of at least two Iln-
fentry divisions. These being the 709th, along the eastern
helf including the high ground about the city of CHERBOURG
and running south but not including CARENTAN. The 2434 was
deployed to the west in rear of the 709th for the defense of

the weatern half of the peninsula., (See Map B) (18)

(IZ] A=2, D 22; 4-3, pe 6; Personal knowledg

(13) &a-3, pe 6=7; Personel knowledge ‘

(14) A-~4, p. 243 A-B, p. 66=67

215; A<l, p. 6; A-3, p. 13; Personal knowledge
16) A-l, p. 6; Personal lknowledge



About te‘ays before the invasion v. to teke place,
1ptélligence reports indicated some changes in the enemy dise
pdaitions and the ﬁppearanoe of a new unilt on the VII cofpé
front. The 8lst Division hed moved in between the 709th and
the 243d, thus the defense from VALOGNES to CARENTAN hed been
increased in depth. (See Map B) (17)

This change was the result of a dlfference of opinion
between Ropmel end Von Rundstedt on the concept of defending
_ the beaches. Rommel wented to stop any invasilon at the beaches,
or 1f poselble before a 1an¢1ng could be made., On the other
hand Von Rundstedt favored a covering force on the beach, with
a cldse in tactical reserve end a counterattackling force 1in
rear. A compromlse was made and the result was the movement
of the 91st as mentioned above. (18)

Based upon these reports, the enemy wae now estlmated as
being able to (1) mailntailn a rigld defense of the beaches with
the 709th; (2) reinforce the assault area with the 243d at
H-Hour; (3) plecemeal counterattacks with at least four bat~
‘talions on D=Day; end (4) =a coordinated counterattack with
armor after D ﬁlus 2. (19)
| TERRAIN

The COTENTIN 1s the seaward portlon of the larger
CHERBOURG PENINSULA, The importaent feature on the lend mass
1s the DOUVE RIVER, with its main tributary, the MERDERET.
This body of water drains the major portion of the land end

runs generally south and east to the sea. (See Map B) (20)

(7]  A=L, Ds 6=7; A-Z, p. 273 Personal knowledge
(18) A~4, pe 28; A=B6, p. 74=75

(19) A"]-’ p. 6 .

(20) A-1, Ps 33 A-2, p, 124; Personal knowledge



High grm’ 18 around CHERBOURG in t’north, the southern
portion descends to a low marshy coastel plain which extends
from VALOGNES to CARENTAN. (See Map B)

A serles of locks and a dam Just northeast of CARENTAN
controlled the dralnage of these bottom lands. This fact plua
the undrained swemp lands, restricted movement of traffic to
the eatablished routes. (See Map B)

A study of the map diécloses only two ﬁajor routes open
for this traffic when such a condition exists, These are (;)
CARENTAN end PONT-L-ABBE on the east and (2) ST,-LO=-D=-OURVILLE
and ST.-SAUVEUR-DE~PIERRE~PONT on the west. (See Map B) (21)

Thus the critical areas were (1) CARENTAN with its
locks; (2) the dry ground at OURVILLE, PIERRE~PONT and (3)
the inundated area to the east. (Seé Map B) (22)

The VII Corps landing area was Just east of STE. MERE-
EGIISE. The baach was composed oflcompact, smooth sand and of
a shallow gradlient between high and low tildes,

Unllke OMAHA, there was ho dominating ground to selze and
nold, Along the beach waes a masonry wall for about 10,000
yards, almost vertical end from 4 to 8 feet high. In many
places #sand was plled agalnat 1t forming & ramp on the sea=
ward side. At the top was & wlire fence and existing roads
running down to the heach tenminated.wiﬁh gapé in this well,
but blocked by the enemy.

Behind the wall were sand dunes, from 10 to 20 feet in
height and extending Inland for about 150 to 1000 yards. DBew
yond these the inundsted areas extended westward, the banks
of which could be easlly defended by the enemy. (23)

(21) AJI; Ds ®; A-4, p. 303 A~5, p. 903 Personel knowledge
522; A~l, pe 33 Poersonal knowlsdge _
23) 4A-1l, pe 4; Personal knowledge
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Along th‘eaward side of the beach .re obstacles from
5Q to 150 yards out, conslating of plles, stekes, hedgehogs,
etces In most casesa these were mined.

Immediately behind the wall there were pill boxes, under
ground shelters, tank turreﬁs and firing trenchea, the whole
protected by wire, antitenk ditches and mines. Strong points
had interlocking fire and contained fixed end moblle artillery.

The naturai obstaole of the inundeted area resulted in
the UTAH defenses not being &s heavy as at OMAHA. | Although
several mlles inland there were eny number of artillery em-

placements to oover the sea approaches and the beach area. (24)
WEATHER

As had been mentioned before, the invaeslion date had been
' put of'f several times and as fate would have 1lt, the weather
for June 1844, was the most unfavorable as far as sea and wihd
as.had been experlenced in the past 20 years..

D-Day had been set for 5 June and ﬁart of the force was
already at sea{\but had to put in to port to aseek shelter. A=
a result of these conditions the invasion was again postponed

for 24 houras,

LOGTSTICAL SUPPORT

Supplles for U., S. Forces were under the control of First
Army from D-Day to D plus 1l4.
| Rations consiated of "C" and "K" from D-Day to D plus 3.
POL was based on 25 miles per day per vehicle for the

firgt 14 days.,

{84} &a-1, p. 5-6; Personal knowledge



Ammunition wes besed on 7 units of fire until D plus 20.
It was expected to land some 20,000.vehidles end better
then 176,000 personnel by D plus 1. (25)

FIRST U, 8. ARMY PLAN

The general plan of the Flrst Army oalled for a comblned

landing on two beéchea, by two Corps within 30 minutes of each.

 other, starting at 0630 hours on the right beach, VII Corps

area.,

VII Corps was to be asslsted by the lst Engineer Speclal
Brigade In establishing a beachhead 1n the vicinlty of
VARREVILLE. (See Map B)

The iumedlate objectives of First Army were the capture
of CHERBOURG end a drive toward ST.—LG to the south. (26)

VII CORPS SITUATION

The VII Corps commanded by General Collins, was loaded
aboerd ships so as to land in the order (1) 4th Division, (2)
90th Division and (3) 9th Division. The.4th Cavalry Group
was to capture the l1slands of 8T. MARCOUF. ({See Map B) (27)

In the area of the VII Corps, the terrain was réther flat
and there were no dominating groﬁnd features to be seized.

To the advantage of the VII Corps was the fact that, the

l actualhlapdings'touched down some 18600 yards south of the

EN———

planned areas. Thls polnt of beach proved to be lightly de=-

fended as oompared to the original beach. (28)

(25 A-2, p» 6L-82; A-3, p. 11

(26) 4-2, p. 263 A-4, p. 333 Poersonal knowledge
(27) A-1, p. 10; A-2, p. 43; Personal knowledge
(28) A-2, p. 463 Personal knowledge
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VII CORPS PLAN

Fleld Order No. 1, 28 May read "VII Corps assaults UTAH
beach on D-Dey at H-Hour and captures CHERBOURG with minlmum
delay." (29) |

Under this plan the 82d Alrborne Division was to selze

i end hold the erea in end arcund STE. MERE~EGLISE and to es-
?tablish deep bridgeheade over the MERDERET RIVER and to be
' | prepared to drive toward ST,.~SAUVUER-LE-VICOMIE. (See Mep B)

This same order aasigned the 10lst Alrborne Division the -

' mission of seizing the western exlts of the rosds across the
E inundated areas from the beach and teking up defensive posl-
% tions on éhe north and south edges of the invasion area and to
;:establish bridgeheads across the DOUVE RIVER for later drives

' toward CARENTAN and eventusl link up with V Corps. (See Map B)

The 4th Division by this order was to assault UTAH beach

et H-Hour and establlish a beechhead end then drive on to

;GHERBOURG. (See_Map B)

The 80th, 9th and 79th Dlvisions were to land on D plus
l, 4 and 8 in that order,

At H minus 2 hours the 4th Cavalry Group was to land on
the i1slands of ST. MARCOUF. (See Map B)

Concentrated Alr and Naval bombardments were to precede
the landings. At about midnight of § June the RAF would bomb
the beaches end just before H~Hour the Ninth Alr Force to at=
tack batterles in the UTAH area; At H minus 40 minutes Naval
fire would gggertagp the enemy shore., As the assault waves

came within 600 to 700 yards of the shore, rockets were to be
dlischarged toward the beach. (30}

EBQJ’ k=T, p. 10; Fersonel Kuowisdge
30) &-1, p. 10, 12; A-2, p. 47; A-5, p. 93; Personal
knowle dge o
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE ASSAULT

In the long history of warfare, this aasault caused a con-
centratlion of the largest force for war to be brought togetheb
for any one operation. As early as 1942 and in some cases
earlier, the first stages of stock plling and the bullding up
of menpower began on the tiny lsland of ENGIAND.

The Alr Force and the Navy were very importanf at this
point. The strategic bombing of Germany was reducing her alr=-
craft production plents and robbing her of capaclty production.

The Nevy 1n addltlon to ite normal dutles in the ATLANTIC
waé engaged 1in channel tralining exerclzes for the assault,

As D-Déy spproached the interdictlon of road, railrosd end
commnication lines took on increasing importance, On D=Day
some 70 bridges and tunnels were out of action, This entire
program of bombing was carrled out so as to decelve the enemy
as to the true location of any assault aree, (31)

In speclel essault trailning centers, troops end englineers
practiced lendings end tha”aauaulting of varlous types of
strong points and fortifications. The last of these exérciges
was held on 4 May. (32) s

In the second.week of May'the assault forces beéan to
eegemble in the marshalling areaeg end on 1 end 2 June they
moved to embarkation polnts.

As soon as the troops were asboard ship the Navy took.oon-
trol, Under the commend of Rear Admiral Moon, Task Force "U
became responsilhle for the 1lift, protectlion at sea, fire sup=

port and breaching of under water obstacles. (33)

T3IT &-1, p. 12; A-8, p. 14-16; A&-4, p. B1l-3%
(32) a-1, p. 12; A-~4, p. 36; Personel knowledge
(33) A=-1, p. 133 A-2, p. 303 Porsonal knowledge
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NARRAT ION

EVENTS PRECEDING H HOUR

The Naval Task Force for UTAH beaoh was oomposed of some
865 vesselg, in 12 seperate convoys. Bedauae of the extent of
this force, 1t was neoessary to use 9 seperate loading areas,
gince no one port was large enough to hendle a1l the necessary
traffic. Another result of this vast dispersion, was the faot
that all vessels had to meke a preclse rendezvous before getting
sail for the coast of France. (34) |

As mentlioned earller, some sectlons had salled before 5
June, but because of bad weather, had feturned to port. On
the morning of 5 June all seotions agaln set out for the enemy
shore and the seoond start got underway without too much cone
fuaion, |

.About 0200 hours 6 June, ﬁhe USS Beyflield, headquarters
ship for Task Force "y", had passed the Transport Area marker
veassel, By 0229 hours, she was at anchor and followed by other
eontrel vessels which took their positions oloser to the shore,
H Hour was 0630. (35) |

About 2145 hours § June, 20 pathflnder planes took off
ffom.England with the necessary crews to merk slx drop zones
and a glider landing zone. It was most unfortunate however,
that the pathfinder operatliona were not entirely suoceseful,
due to enemy antiaircréft artillery end cloud formations.

The airborne elements of both the 824 and the 10lst Alr-
borne Divisions comprised € regiments, wlth normal artiilery

gnd englneers. This force emounted to over 13,000 men and re=-

534g A=1, p. 13; Personal knowledge
36) A4A-1, p. 13; A~-4, p, B8; Personal knowledge
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quired ebout 925 C-47 planes. At & later hour on D Day and
on D plus 1, somé additibnﬁl'4,000 infantry and thelr sup-~
porting elementas, were to errive by 500 gliders. The last ele~
ments of the dlvlisions, were to come by waﬁer and land on D
plus 1, This airborhe 0peration wag probably thé most dife
ficult of the whole invasion, a lending behind an enemy line
et night end a full five hours before shore lendings., (36)

AIRBORNE LANDINGS
82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION

The overall landing of the 824 was very bhad, of Ehe three
reginnnts the b05th made the best landing, Desplte this howw
ever, the division selzed the east bank of the MERDERET in the
viecinity of STE. MERE~-EGLISE. All positlions however, were not
as fully occupled as had'been expected aoccording to the divi=-
sion plan., {37) |

Initisl mlseione of each regiment were as follows. The
505th to land east of the MERDERET, oapture STE, MERE-EGLISE,
gelze and hold river crossings at LA-FIERE end CHEF«DU~FONT,
end melntain positions to the north through NEUVILLE-AU-PLAIN,
tylng in with the 10lst Division on the right, The 507th and
BOBth to land west of the river and consollidate their bridge-
heads. The 507th to asslat the 505th 1n securlng the L&-FIERE:
bridge. The 508th to destroy the crossings of the DOUVE at
LA=BASTILLE end PONT~L~-ABBE. Both regiﬁents to be prepared
to push to the west, to a line along the DOUVE. (See Map C)
(z8)

The two major objectlves then of the B2d, were the found-

556} A-l, p. 14; A~2, p. 44

27) A=l, p. 30; Personal knowledgs

(38) 4&-1l, pe 30; Personal knowledge
| 14
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ing of e base for operations et STE. MERE~EGLISE end establish-
ing the bridgeheads across the MERDERET. The latter operation
did not suoceed as had been expected and the ectlion at STE. -
MERE-EGLISE agsumeéd the moat importance. ' {See Map C)

Teotlically speaking, the STE, MERE-EGLISE actiong were the
most significent of ell D Day for the 82d, This waes the objec-
ti#e of thé 606th Regiment, The 3d Battalion started at onoce
for the town end the order was to use knlves, bayonets and
grenades'only, 80 a8 to be able to tell the enemy by hils fire,

By 0430 hours, the town had been aselzed and the unlt had
put up the same Amerloan flag 1t had flown over NAPLES. The
enemy made several counterattacks durlng the day, but thess
were beaten off;

By 0930 hours, the oommuﬁioation lines to CHERBOURG had
been cut, road blocks were 1n end except for anipers the town
had been cleared. By nightfell the situation was well 1nlhand.
(See Map C) (39)

The B07th end B08th jumped on time, but without aid from
the pathfindere dwe to the enemy actlons. This resulted in both
regiments golng beyond the drop zones and a great number of
men end large guentitiee of equipment landing in the mérahﬁs.
‘(Seé Map C)

The two reglments were so wldely scattered, that elements
of the 508th were fighting with the 101st Division, (40)

The moat i1mportant as far as the 82d was concerned were
the two river bridges across the MERDERET. Here the bulk of
the forces were committed amd here the enemyy put ﬁp his strong-
est resistance. It so happened that these groups landed almost

on top of the headquarters of the Germman 91lst Dlvlelon.

?39)' A-1, p. B1-34
40) A-l’ p. 37
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A group of about 400 men from all the regiments launched
an attack on the LA-?IERE brlidge, but they could not consoll-
date thelr gains on the west bank. As a result, when the enemy
counterattack came only a short time after they lost the bridge,
and the elements on the west bank beoame lsolated from the east
slde, (See_Map C)

- The enemy attack was pressed agaln 1n the afternbon, but
the 82d held on. The east bank was reorganized and at about
2000 houré relnforcements arrlived and by dark the defense was
stabllized. (41)

Farther south at CHEF-DU-PONT, the attempt to selze that
bridge was unsuccessful. However, our troops were aﬁle, late
in the day to galn the west bank, but oould go no further,

(See Map C) |

Although the actlons of units at STE, MERE-EGLISE and the
bridgeheads were the principal ones for D Day, 1t 1s lmown that
numerous small units whioch had lended west of the MERDERET alded
the overall actions. Some of these lsolated groups fought for

es long as four or five deys before bsing able to link up. (42)

101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION,

In general the dilvision did not have a good drop, but it
was muoh better than the 82d. Some 1500 men and about 60 perw
oent orJthe-equipmenﬁ wore elther killed, captured or lost in
the awamps. Many of the initlal misslions were carried out by
nixed groups. (43)

The wide despersioh although not good, did work to the

general adventage of the divislon. The sudden appearance of

(41 A-1, p. 37-30
(42) A-1, p. 40; Personal knowledge
(43) A-1l, p. 14~15; Personal lmowledge
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the Americans confused the Germans and although they fought
ﬁy Tire they did not seam to want'to leave thelr positions to
attack, |

| The pTéﬁ.o?iﬁhe 10l1st Division was the selzing of the
four inlend exits between ST.-MARTIN-DE-VARREVILLE end POUPPE-~
VILLE. In the south, it was to destroy the two bridges over
the DOUVE River on the main roed north of CARENTAN, as well
as the raellrosd bridge. It was to selze the lock and estab-
lish bridgeheada over the DQUVE at LE-PORT north of CARENTAN.
After being relieved by the 4th Division at the beaehheed 1t
ﬁas to selze CARENTAN and establish contact with V Corps and
thereafter'protect the southern flank of VII Corps. (See Map
o) (44)

The seizing of the two northern exits was assligned the
B02d, 1t was to drop Just west of Exits 3 and 4, About seventy
flve men from this regiment took off for one of the main ob=
Jeotives, an enemy coaatal battery near VARREVILLE, but found
it deserted. Pushing east they secured the two exlts, as other
troops took up defensive posltlons to the north and to estab=
1ish contact with the 82d. (See Map C) (45)

The capture of beach Exits 1 and 2 was the mission of the
506th. In addition, it was to defend a line along the DOUVE
River, selzing the two bridges near its mouth at LE-PORT and
eétab;ieh e brldgehead for subsequent use and at the same tlme
prepars to destroy them if neocessary. (See Map C)

To carry out these mlsslons, some eighty men from this
unit made for Exits 1 and 2, attacking the Germsna there, forc-

ing them to surrender by noon. At about 1250 hours contact was

{44} A-1, p. 16-17; Frersonel knowledge
(45) A-1, p. 17-20
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established with the 8th Infantry, 4th Division. (See Map C)
(46)

It hed been planned to drop the 501lst Just north of
CARENTAN, in order to carry out the missions of destroylng the
highwey bridges and seouring the look. (See Map C) (47)

In the south some fifty men attacked and selzed the bridges
at about 0500 hours and about one hundred fifty others captur-
ed the lock north of CARENTAN. When other unlts attempted to
destroy the bridges on the main highway and the rallroad, the
enemy brought in intense high angle and small arms fire. ‘The
excellent use of Naval gun fire ﬁeutralized this enemy fire.
(See Map C) (48)

By the end of the day some 2500 of the original 6600 men
were now organlzed and working together. All mlsslons, except
destroying the highway end rallroad bridges had heen accomplish-
eda

SEABORNE LANDING

4TH INFANTRY DIVISION

While the alrborne troops were tryiﬁg to assemble among
the hedgerows and the maréhes, the seaborne forces were getting
ready to assault the sﬁore. At about 0430 hours, the 4th and
24th Cavalry Squadroné lamded on the.islands of ST, MARCOUF.
This suspected enemy location was found to be vold of any énemy
troops and the landing was oompleted by 0530 hours., (49)

At H minus 40 minutes Naval bombardment begén firing on
the enemy shore., Thils was followed in a few minutes by the
bombing of the Ninth Alr Force of the beach area. As assault

T26] &-1, p. 20-gg8
(47) A-1l, p, R8-25
(48) 4=, p. 2B.29
(49) A."'l, pl 43
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craft came within 700 yards of the shore, the fire asupport
group began to drench_the_}anding area with fire.

The leading wave Egd'somé 20 LOVP craft, each carrying a
30 men esseult team aﬁd 83£cf'¢raft carrying ¢ amphiblous tanka
eachs The second wave had sqmefsz LCvP craft and in addition
to infantry troops, contalned 8 Navel Demolition teams. The
third and?fourth.waves brought inltanke and engineer combat
troops., ..

At almost H Hour the leading wave touched the shore and
the men moved into walst deep water for the last hundred yards
to the beach. Aside from a few enemy ertillery bursts, there
was no real opposition at H Hour. (50)

The aeotual landings d4i1d not take place at the plennsd
areas, but almost 2000 yards to the south. {(See Map C) A4s
mentioned before, this worked to our advantage as the shore was
not as thickly obstructed aml the defenses not as formidable.
(51) | |

The Amy and Navy demolition groups that followed the as-
sault wave found the beach less obstructed than had been ex=
pected. Due to thls lack of expeoted obstacles the entlre beach
was ¢cleared 1in little more than an hour,

The blowing of gaps in the sea wall and clearing paths
through the sand dunes progreased rapidly. The infentry found
enemy troops in fleld fortifioations, but they were apparently
dazed from the preparatory fires and offered little fight, (62)

By 0800 hours four battalions had lended and two more were
ashore by 1000 hours, The leading regiment, the 8th, moved in-

land aocross the three southern causeways and advanced to the

r

O). A-i, p. 43-44; Personal knowledge
(51) A=-l, p. 45, 47; Personal knowledge
2) A-1, p., 47=50; Personal knowledge
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west to contact the alrborne forces. By evening two of the
battalions of the 4th were on the CARENTAN highwey south of
STE. MERE-EGLISE and the third was compressing the enemy pocket
that separated the foroes of the 824 in STE. MERE~EGLISE, from
the balance of the Corps. (See Map C) (53)

The other two regiments of the 4th Division came ashore
some time after the noon hour. The 12th haed to wade through
the inundated aree south of Exit 3 and took up positions on
the left of the 502d. (See Map G) The 224 elso had to move
through'tha swamps, but reeched dry land near ST .«MARTIN«DEw |
VARREVILLE, end pushed north to take up positions on the left
of the inundeted area, near the 502d. (See Map €) (54)

The close of D Day saw our positions in fairly good shepe.
But it wes not Just one battle by a large combined forcé.

There were some fifteen or.twenty engagements in the alrborne
divisions aelone. In general, the overall actlon wes a suCw
.cess, as small units tdok edvantage of the enemy's surprise,

The 82d held STE. MERE-EGLISE, hed won and then lost the
LA-FIERE bridge, had gained only the west benk et CHEF-DU-PONT
and had large numbers of men lsolated west of the MERDERET.,

The LA~FIERE bridge alohe was to engage the most effort of the
division for the next three days. (See Map D}

' The 101st held the northern sector, the southern flank
wes weak, but they held the LE-PORT bridges aend the lock to
thb west, At 3T .~COME-DU=-MONT the enemy held the 501lst againat
the swamps end the rell and road bridges could not be teken,

(See Map D)
The 4th, as mentioned ebove had 1ts 8th Infentry east

54) A-1, p. 5354
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and souﬁh of STE, MERE-ﬁGLISE; while the 12th and 22d Regl-
ments were to the northeast between STE.IMERE-EGLISE and the
inundated area. (See Map D)

Late 1n the afternoon an. advence detachment of the VII )

Corps came ashore and at 1900 set up a CP near the 4th Dlvislon
CP at LA-HUBERT. (55)

. ACTIONS OF D PLUS 1

The morning of D plus yj/:;w the elements of the 8th In=-
fantry leunch anlattack on the enemy aalient.to the asouth of
STE., MERE-EGLISE, with the objective of making contect with
the 82d Divlsion. It had no sooner contacted the 506th 1in the
town when the enemy to the north launched en attack, A co=-
ordinated counterattack was plenned by both units and by the
end of the day the enemy was cleared from hls positions. (See
Map D) (56)

The actlons at LA-FIERE end CHER-DU-PONT had reached a
stelemate. Several enemy counterattacks were beaten off but
no gains were made by.the 824, and the 1lsolated forces west of
the river were to remaln for several days more, (57)

On 7 June, the 1l2th Infantry attacked to the northwest
end selzed the high ground to the northeastjof STE, MERE~EGLISE.
About mid morning they agaln presaed an attack to the north
and when stopped in the aftefnoon on the fqrward siopes of the
high ground northeast of NEUVILLE-AU-PLAIN, they reorgenized
for the night. (See Map D) (58) | |

The 22d; on D plua 1 jumped off on an attack agalnst the

enemy's strongest inland positions so far, the coastal forts

T68) A-1, pe 41-42, Bb-66; FPersonal knowledg
(66) A-1, p. 62-63 |
(67) A-1, p. 63
(68) A&-1l, p. 66
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north of 8T. MARCOUF. For sevéral hours the regliment attempted
to move forwerd, but enemy counterattacks drove them back to
ODAINVILLE. The 34 Battalion, under steadlly increasing enemy
pressure was to continue the misslon of clearing the beach
fortifications as they moved north along the shore. (See Map
D) (89) |

The aptions of the 10lst Division throughout D plus 1
sontlinued ﬁo be those of smell units. The main effort was a
preparation for attecking the bridges north of CARENTAN. To
the east the 506th held the lock and the LE-PORT bridges.

By the night of b plus 1, VII Corps had a beachhead éome
12,000 yeards deep and the 1nitlal assault had succeeded. How=-
ever elements of the 82d were still isolated west of the
MERDERET. To the north end south the enemy st1ll held strong
positlons, in the ﬁouth at CARENTAN the area remained open.,
.Enemy guns on the coast were still harassing the beach, \
| The fallure of the 82d to establish a bridgehead over the
MERDERET and the slow progreaa of the 4th brought about the
first change 1n the VII .Corps plan. Orliglnally the 4th was to
cross the MERDERET and then turn north to capture.VALOGNES.
Because of thls slow progress the.4th would continue its pre~
sent mlssion east of the MERDERET, whlle elements of the 824
- would continue on the left flenk of thls northward drive. The
balance of the 82d to continue in thelr efforts to establish

pif RS

the bridgehead. In the south the 1013t]¢o contlnue to selze

the causeways and approaches Into CARENTAN. These objectives

were to take almost e week_for the VII Corps to accompllsh,

(See Map D} (60)

BO) A-1, P. 66-T1 . -
60) A-l, p. 71-75; Peraonal lkmowledge
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. SUMMARY .

At last the cry for a second:front had been answered,
we had proved to the world that we could defeat the enemy on
his own ground, Further, we dild to Germany what she had.fail-
ed to do to England in 1941. The best in coordination and
effort from all the services, alr, navy, and ground was ne-
cessary 1n order to be successful, Room for improvement,‘yes,
but the results of thls venture proved that it was a success,

This success however was not easy. To use a base as
¢lose as England, 1t was necessary to assault thils strongly
defended coast. The terraln of France aidéd the movement of
enemy troops and supplies, 1n addition to 'having one of the
best communication systems to ald the enemy. Thus.the four
yoars of construotion of the Atlantic wall, plus these other
factops gave the enemy the ﬁdvantage to defeat any attempt at
invasion. The alr superiority that we had obtalned by the

spring of 1944 overceme these dlsadvantages,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1, INTELLIGENCE

The thoroughness of theIAllied intelligence enabled the
plannling of this 0pération to be extremely complete. It not
only furnished an analysis of the terrain; end enemy dlsposi-
tions, but the smallest detalls as to the defensive fortifica-
" tions. This intelligence was also sble to confuse the énemy as
to the exact invaeslon aress, In fact no attempt was made to con-
ceal the news that an lnvasion was to be made. In addition, the

enemy at first ¢ould not be sure that once the landing had been
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made, that 1t w‘ the main effort, or if i‘vas only a thrust
to draw attention while the meln attack would strike elsewheres
The above factg are proven by the results of the actual lend-
ings_ahd in the confusion, how the enemy falled to move any

silzeable reinforcements from other ereas to meet this invasion.

2. ENEMY CONCEPT OF DEFENSE

The difference of opinion between or among higher oom=
manders was a factor in the initial defeat of the enemy at the
beaches. This was a sure lack of the unity of cbmmand,-brought
about by Hitler's mistrust of his staff, As e result the rigid
defense at the coast left ho forces immedlately available for
h possible counterattack, It was not until after the middle of
July before the enemy moved any sizeable units from the Fifteenth
Army area. This reau;téd in a more or less of a free hand for

the Allles.

3+ THE ATLANTIC WALL

The assumed 1dea that an invader would require a major
port iﬁ order to operate and aupplj large numbers of troops
and pleces of equipment was a faulty one; This resulted in
harbors belng gilven first priority for defense. At the same
time the Naszi press was telling the world about the lmpregna-
bility of this so celled Atlantlc Wall. The scarclty of troops
to man thls defense and the lack of mobllity for counter-

attacking was a weak factor, there was nq_defense'in deptha

4, WEATHER

The condition of the seas and wind gave the enemy a false
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sense of seour™y, The bad weather and chh sea drove the
enemy naval craft into their harbors. As a result most of the
defending units wers not expecting a landing at a time like
this. At least 1t was generally thought that any such landing
would be improbable.

5. ATR DROPS

It was most unfortunete that the sirborne divisions had
such unfavorable landings. This of course, was due almost to
the fact that the pathfinder operations had failed in almost
helf of thelr marking missions. The enemy antimircraft fire
as well as cloud banks loosened formaetions and ocaused scatter
ing of the planea, These widespread drops although of a ser=
ioﬁa nature as far as securing initial objecfivea wWaS CONw
ocermed, confused the enemj a8 well, ©Such wilde spread landw
ings hindered the corps mission, as seen from the fact that

numerous groups remained 1sclated from four to flve dayas.

6. ASSAULT LANDINGS

The results of training of the assaulting forces was
clearly reflected, wheh upon landing at the wrong beach, they
quickiy reorgenlzed end moved Inland from their present posi-
tions. Of courase, the fact must be teken into consideration
that the proposed landing area was more extenslvely fortlfled
than the one on which they did land. In any ocese the inltlaw
tive of the leaders was clearly indicated at this point.

7« NAVAL GUNFIRE

Initially this fire was not es effective as had been ex=

pected. It had falled to lmock out many of the shore defenses
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and -et\rong polnta., One bilg feature h_oweve’was the long range
support provided for ground forces once ashore. The ehore fire
control parties were used to adventage In several cases, Fire
from dcsﬁroyerc close 1ln was most effective on enemy strong

points on the beaches.
LESSONS

l. It 1s admitted that e strong cnd_wcll Informed com=
bat intelligence orgenization 1s necessary for aﬁy military
Operation to succeed, .

Ehﬂréc. The American concept of defense 1s proven by the re~
,Isulta of this last war, 1t must have depth and a force avail-
abls to counterattack.

| 3. Any so called atatic defenae 1s no stronger than the
manpower and weapons_employed to hold 1t.

4.”.Weacﬁcr ls & paft_of intelllgence end therefore, a
part of pl;ﬁniﬁg and must selways be taken intc conslderaslon
in any type of operation; |

B. f{a) It 1s gycc;gﬁclg<neceasary that any units dropped
from the alr be placed upon the drop zone sand ic;;her that
ﬁathficder operations bc carried oﬁﬁ to.ﬁhe finest detalls for
guccess., |

i (b} 1In this connection 1t 13 also necessary that Air
Force personnel be trained in the dellvery of‘such airborne

units,

e

6« (&) The broad principlea of troop leading and staff
coordination as developed in the past are still asound,

(ﬁ) That & commanders estimateu@uct teke Into con-
sideration the effect of his actions on the mission of the
.higher commander. | _

IWV. The proper use of the Naval Shore Fire Control party
A }?é o o



should be stre‘d at servioe schools in c‘er to fully ex=
ploit their use as required.
8, It is sdmlitted that- one of the most important factors

of success in combat 1s treining.
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