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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTIONItIntroduction
It is1s October 13 , 19161918 . The 6th InfantryInfantry-

part
Infan-

try
, ,

part of the 5th U . 3S9 . Division , is resting in the smallsmall-

woods

sapw-

oods
small-

woods

sapw-

oods
small-

woods

sapw-

oodswoods east of ManMontfauconMontaguetfauconflacon . Since latela.te. September thisthis-

regiment

thi-

rtieth
this-

regiment

thi-

rtieth
this-

regiment

thi-

rtiethregiment , together with the rest of the division , hashas-

been

Ha-

nsen

has-

been

Ha-

nsen

has-

been

Ha-

nsenbeen moving forward by truck and marchingme.rchingmerching. from the stSt.-

Mihiel

St-

Mihiel

Sm-

ithfield

.

MihielMichelI ihielchisel attack toward the ArgonneJargoned . Each movement hashas-

brought

ha-

mstrung

has-

brought

ha-

mstrung

has-

brought

ha-

mstrungbrought it closer endand closer to the big battle whichwhich-

according

,

according to rumors received on the march up , is oneone-

of

ne-

o
one-

of

ne-

o
one-

of

ne-

oof the biggest battles raging on any front of thethe-

allied

hea-

dlined

the-

allied

hea-

dlined

the-

allied

hea-

dlinedallied battle line . On the way up wild rumors werewere-

heard

swee-

theart

were-

heard

swee-

theart

were-

heard

swee-

theartheard of high comna.nderscomnanderscommanders. who had been relieved ofof-

their

o-

ther
of-

their

o-

ther
of-

their

o-

thertheir commands , of divisions that had not succeeded soso-

well

s-

well

so-

well

s-

well

so-

well

s-

wellwell and these rumors naturally indicated a hot timetime-

up

tim-

e
time-

up

tim-

e
time-

up

tim-

eup ahead .

As company commander of Company BE 6th6th-

Infantry

6th-

Infantry

6th-

InfantryInfantry , I had seen all the actions participatedpartioipated inin-

by

Li-

bby

in-

by

Li-

bby

in-

by

Li-

bbyby this company since it arrived overseas . BeginningBeginning-

in

Beginni-
ngin June 1918 this organization had seen service in twotw-

osectors

tw-

eeters
tw-

osectors

tw-

eeters
tw-

osectors

tw-

eeterssectors in the VosgesVogues Mountains, and also in the St81.-

Mihiel

81-

Mihiel

.

MihielMichel operation . The men were fa-lrlyfalrlyfairlylordly,- well trainedtrained-

and

train-
ed

trained-

and

train-
ed

trained-

and

train-
edand experiencedexperienoedJexperienoedJaccordingexperienced, according to the standards of thatthat-

period

tap-

ered
that-

period

tap-

ered
that-

period

tap-

eredperiod . We did have quiquitete a few replacementsrepla.oementsreplaoements. sincesince-

the

sinc-
ere

since-

the

sinc-
ere

since-

the

sinc-
erethe St . MihielMichel attackattaok , but as a whole the company waswas-

oomposed

was-

composed

was-

composedoomposedcomposed of men who had been together for some timetime-

and

imp-

end

time-

and

imp-

end

time-

and

imp-

endand were at least average men as would be obtainedobta.ined. inin-

an

ina-

ne

in-

an

ina-

ne

in-

an

ina-

nean emeremmeremergencygene y .

NARRATIVENARRATIVE-

As

NARRATIV-

EsAs stated beforeJbeforebeforeJitbeforebefore , it is OctoberOotober 13 , 19181918.-

The

1918-

The

.

The companyoompany theoreticallytheoretioally Is1s resting in the small woods
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . .r-.r. .-
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UonUponMontfauconMontaguetf'ittfitfit' i . IIsaySayI
'
say

.nn
theoretioalltheoreticallytheoreticallyy resting-

r
restin-

g

resting-

beoause

Westin-

ghouse

restingrestingpbecau-

se

restin-
gr"p-

because
b-ecausebeoaulebeoausebefouledbecause . I doubt if anyone who hashaahamHara eveareverev spent any-

1

any-

r

an-

y

anyany-
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time in those woods during the war secured much restrest.-

As

rest-
As

res-
ts

.

As you mayma.y. imagine , latrines were not constructed inin-

b1voua.c

in-

bivouac

in-

violacy

in-

bivouac

in-

violacyb1voua.cb1vouacbivouac. areas in those daysda.ys. and from the amamountuntaunt ofof-

refuse

fir-

ehouse

of-

refuse

fir-

ehouse

of-

refuse

fir-

ehouserefuse there I believe thattbRtbrat every combat division inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe y.euse-Argonney.euseArgonney.euseyeuseArgonneeuse-ArgonneeuseMeuse-ArgonneMeuseyesesJargonedreuseMuse. - must have stonpedstoppedstomped in thosetbose woods atat-

some

at-

one

at-

some

at-

one

at-

some

at-

onesome time or other . It was certainly not a bed ofof-

roses

g-

orses

of-

roses

g-

orses

of-

roses

g-

orsesroses . In addition thereto , MontfauconMontague , which was anan-

important

un-

important

an-

important

un-

important

an-

important

un-

importantimportant traffic centreCentrex , received its daily bombardmentbombardmen-

tof

bombardme-

ntof heavy caliber shells shot at the crossroads in thethe-

town

thr-

own

the-

town

thr-

own

the-

town

thr-

owntown . All these shells were not well directed . EvenEven-

the

Seve-

nth

Even-

the

Seve-

nth

Even-

the

Seve-

nththe duds were annoying because the whine and roar ofof-

their

o-

ther
of-

their

o-

ther
of-

their

o-

thertheir coming left you wiwithth sort of an, anti-climaxanticlimax- oror-

gone

fo-

rgone

or-

gone

fo-

rgone

or-

gone

fo-

rgonegone feeling , when they failed to explodeexplode.C-

OMMENT

explodeCO-

MMENT

expl-
ode

explode.CO-

MMENTIt

.

OOMMENTCOMMENTOOMMEN-

TIt

COMMEN-

TIt

Comme-

ntIt appears apparent that the selection of aa-

bivouac

b-

ivouac

a-

bivouac

b-

ivouac

a-

bivouac

b-

ivouacbivouac area for the troops waewaswade not well made . AA-

bivouac

B-

ivouac

A-

bivouac

B-

ivouac

A-

bivouac

B-

ivouacbivouac position near an important terrain featurefeature-

which

feat-
ure

,

which without doubt will be heavily shelled oror-

harassed

re-

hearsed

or-

harassed

re-

hearsed

or-

harassed

re-

hearsedharassed , will harass the troops also . Troops on whomwhom-

you

ho-
mo

whom-

you

ho-
mo

whom-

you

ho-
moyou will depend upospos" for some future important actionaction-

should

acti-
ons

action-

should

acti-
ons

action-

should

acti-
onsshould be well rested and fresh when they enter action .

The unwarranted polpoolpolutionpollutionpolutionpollution
,

utionfuton of the ground inin-

these

in-

tense

in-

these

in-

tense

in-

these

in-

tensethese woods was a serious menace to the healhealth, th of thethe-

command

he-

bdomad

the-

command

he-

bdomad

the-

command

he-

bdomadcommand . A great amount of dysentery that occurred inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe regiment was no doubt started here .

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Shortly after noon the battalion commandercommande-

rsent

comman-

ders

commande-

rsent

comman-

ders

commande-

rsent

comman-

derssent for the companyoompany commanders to go forward on-

reoonnaissance

c-

oronaries
on-

reconnaissance

on

reconnaissancereoonnaissance with him . As far as he could tell usus-

another

s-

aunter
,

another big push was on for tomorrow morning and w-

elines

w-

elkins

we
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2

line-
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COMwIENTCOUMrNNCommentScourCOMwIEN-

TThis

Commen-

tates

ccmcm: ?yTy-

TThis

m-

yths

TT-i T-

This

T-

hisiThis day11daylightht march fortunately did notnot-

result
N-

otre
not-

result
N-

otre
not-

result
N-

otreresult in any casualties . The order to clear the-

east

the-

reat
thethe-

east

the-

reateast or west line through the town was necessary inin-

order

un-

ordered

in-

order

un-

ordered

in-

order

un-

orderedorder to move other supportingsupportin6 troops into the areaarea-

we

areaw-

ay

area-

we

areaw-

ay

area-

we

areaw-

aywe were occupying .

Map #*1 Riding to the north we located the 38th-

Infa.ntry

38th-

Oorps

33th38th33th-

InfantryInfantryInfa.ntry. of the 3d Division on the ridge about 10001000-

yards

1000-

yards

1000-

yardsyards south of the Romagne-CunelRomagneCunelROl11agne-OunelROl11agneOunelRomanceCounsel- roadroa.d. ; here it waswa-

sgenerally

W-
agoner

wa-

sgenerally

W-
agoner

wa-

sgenerally

W-
agonergenerally occupying the Trench de la MamellerIamelleNamelesstrammeled, . ArrivingArriving-

at
Arrivi-

ngat the CO . P . of the 38th Infantry we found conditionsconditions-

get

conditio-

ns

conditions-

there
conditi-

ons
conditions-

there
conditi-

onsthere not so cheerful . They had seen serious fifightingfighting-

in

fightin-
g

htinghatinghting-

in

hingi-

ngin reaching their present nositionposition . I recall par-parpax-paxPlaxpa-

rticularly

pa-

xti

Pa-

tti

parpa-

rticularly

¬-

titicularlyinculpablycular.ycularyocular;. conversing with a classmate of mine , SidneySidney-

Young

Sid-
ney

Sidney-

Young

Sid-
ney

Sidney-

Youn'5

Sidney-

Youn5Young' , who waswa.s. then commanding all the machine-gunmachinegunmachinegun-

companies

machinegun-

companies

machine-gun-

companies
mac-

hine
guncom-

panies
unaccom-

panied
-

companies operating with the 38th . He told me that ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe three companiescompaniecompanied he had then a total of some fortyforty-

men

ferry-

men

forty-

men

ferry-

men

forty-

men

ferry-

menmen actuallyaotually present to man the guns . That soundedsounded-

bad

sound-

ed
sounded-

bad

sound-

ed
sounded-

bad

sound-

edbad to all of UBus .

Some staff officer took us forward to thethe-

crest

th-

ereat

the-

crest

th-

ereat

the-

crest
th-

ereatcrest of the hill and pointed out the terrain to thethe-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reonfront . We asked him about RomagneRomance and the ridge toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe north of the Romagne-OunelRomagneOunelRomagne-CunelCunelRomanceCounsel- road . Were all thosethose-

points

thol-

epins
those-

points

thol-

epins
those-

points

thol-

epinspoints in the hands of the 38th ? "OhOh" , yesiyeslyesyes ! " saidsaid-

this

acid-

ities

said-

this

acid-

ities

said-

this

acid-

itiesthis officeroffioer , "wewe" had those some days ago but due toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe factfaotfagot that the 32d Division on our left couldn'tcouldntcouldn't-

mente

couldn't-

get

couldn't-

get

couldnt-

get
could-

n't

') get forward as far as we did , we were forced to fallfall-

back

fall-

baok

fall-

backbaokbackbook here . However , we patrol those at night and only)
. .. . . . . . .

,

(
'

S )
" " '

Sd3d '
"AfmAfmFm"
Army- ' ' '"' ' ' ' ' '' ' ' .> . . . .'htal.1-.S.et-IIsnhtal1S.etIIsn'htal.1htal1.S.etSetIIsnISBN"';ttall-8ttall8tall; . --. .r'-w-wwtxoto.-,,paua.1Apaua1Atxoto. A7fiJOJ3P.unAA7fiJOJ3PunA.a.r.e.eQ.Q.Q.Yn.tareeQQQYn.tareeQQQYnt. . ,..? .... r .

14
A.JAJeA.Jea.. . . . , .

.(, (3)3(2)2(( )
. . , JJ.iJJiJimHl.sHlsHisHalls. .. . .. state. .i1! *

e-e> if
-
" ._ " >.'. . >rH. x . . . "

OorpsOops , OctOotBoot .
xx-

Map

M-

ap

, 13 , 1918019180-
P

1918 , mentamentementalmenthe were without doubt oorreotcorrectforefoot and we believed , himhi-

m4
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I

hi-

m

him-
p
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Romagne-CunelRomagneCunelRomanceCounsel- and we were to push forward to the GrandGrand-

Carre

Grand-

parent

Grand-

Carre

Grand-

parent

Grand-

Carre

Grand-

parentCarreCare farm somewhatsomewha.t. to the northwest . Our brigade waswas-

to

was-

te

was-

to

was-

te

was-

to

was-

teto attack between RomagneRoma.gneRomance. and CunelCounsel with our regimentregiment-

on

regime-
nton the extreme left . The regiment was to attack inin-

column

li-

noleum

in-

column

li-

noleum

in-

column

li-

noleumcolumn of battalions with the 3d Battalion in assaultassault-

our

assaul-

ter

,

our battalion in support and; the 2d BattalionBa.ttalion. in reservereserve-

After

rese-
rve

.

After the 3d Battalion had captured BanthevilleBanthevillBathea ourou-

rbattalion

o-
rbital

ou-

rbattalion

o-
rbital

ou-

rbattalion

o-
rbitalbattalion was to pass through and continue the assaultassault-

to

assau-

lt
assault-

to

assau-

ltto Grand CarreCare farm . Detachments of the divisiondivision-

engineers
divi-

sion
division-

engineers
divi-

sion
division-

engineers
divi-

sionengineers were to follow the assault battalion andMIadmin.anda.nd, MIM-

ICarr

Mi-

scarry

' '

carrcarrJedcarried? foot bridge materiel with which to span the-

Andon

te-

ndon

the-

Andon

te-

ndon

the
4

(1)1( ) Div.vHDivvy5th DivDiv.vDivvDivvyDiv//DivDivAndonDivan. /// AndonAnon creek ravine . (1)1(1)C-

OM1fENT

(1)-

COII.ENT

(1)-
Hist

1-
Hist

( )

HiH st . , ''
FF.OFO. O . 55 , COM1fENTCOII.ENTCOIIENTORIENTCOM1fEN-

TThe

COII.ENT-

The

CO; TSNT-

p
TN-

T
.

P 299-

RomagneCunel

22999999-

RomagneCunel

The tactics employed in this attack seem to-

be

t-
oe

to-

be

t-
oe

toto-

be

t-
oebe similar to those used against the ArgonneJargoned ForestForest.-

The

Forest-

The

Fore-
st

..

The woods on our flanks were considered the enemyenem-

ystrong

ency-

sting
enem-

ystrong

ency-

sting
enem-

ystrong

ency-

stingstrong points and the attack was to pass them by andand-

then

ant-

hem

and-

then

ant-

hem

and-

then

ant-

hemthen by converging on the north of the woods to pinchpinch-

out

pitch-

out

pinch-

out

pitch-

out

pinch-

out

pitch-

outout their resistance .

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -
We staked all this information on our mapsmaps-

and

ma-
ps

maps-

and

ma-
ps

maps-

and

ma-
psand then rode forward to locate the troops of the 3d3d-

Division

3d-

Division

3d-

DivisionDivision in our sector . The battalion was placed inin-

command

in-

commode

in-

command

in-

commode

in-

command

in-

commodecommand of the senior officeroffioer left in the bivouac areaarea-

with

ar-
ea

area-

with

ar-
ea

area-

with

ar-
eawith orders to feed supper and then proceedprooeedproofed via. thethe-

MontfauoonOlergee

the-

MontfauconCierges

the-

Montfaucon-Cierges

th-

eMontfaucon
C-

ierges
C-

lergiesMontfauoon-OlergeeMontfauoonOlergeeMontfaucon-CiergesMontfauconCiergesMontagueCollegeClergies- road toward RoaagneRomagnaRageRomania . As I rememberremember-

the

remem-

ber

remember-

the

remem-

ber

remember-

the

remem-

berthe battalion had to clearolearlear an east, anda.nd. weetwestwet line throughthrough-

either

throug-

hout
through-

either

throug-

hout
through-

either

throug-

houteither MontfauconMontague or OiergesCiergesOveragesClergies at some certainoertainpertain hour inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe afternoon . This forced the battalion to execute aa-

daylight

d-

aylight

a-

daylight

d-

aylight

a-

daylight

d-

aylightdaylight marchmarohmacro forward .

. . . . . . . . , . . . . . " . . " .ww. . . . , , . . ,'" h" . __ . _ ..._ .. , . _. . . . . . . .. , . ." .
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because no shots were fired at us while we stood outout-

there
ot-

her
out-

there
ot-

her
out-

there
ot-

herthere in the open in plainpla1n view from the front . How-HowHo-

wever

Ho-

wever

HowHo-

wever

¬-

everPevereverasfeversever P, as you will see later conditions the next dayday-

in

dra-

in

day-

in

dra-

in
/

in this locality had changed somewhat . Looking-LookingLookingtoLooking- to thethe-

north

te-
nor

the-

Map

he-

ap
the-

north

te-
norMa.pMap. #11-

because

north and northwest we had an excellent view of ourour-

zone

four-

some

our-

zone

four-

some

our-

zone

four-

somezone of advance . The way wasW8.SW8S. all open wiwithth woodswood-

sbordering

woo-

dborer
wood-

sbordering

woo-

dborer
wood-

sbordering

woo-

dborerbordering the flanks . RomagneRomance was to our left frontfront-

Cunel

font-

anel
,

CuneICunelCueCounsel on the right . Ridges appearedappea.red. to parallel ourour-

line

out-

line

our-

line

out-

line

our-

line

out-

lineline of departure . Looking to the northwest we couldcould-

even

coul-

d've

could-

even

coul-

d've

could-

even

coul-

d'veeven see the object of our endeavors , the Grand CarreCareCarre-

farm

Arr-
ear

Carre-

farm

Arr-
ear

Carre-

farm

Arr-
earfarm , from whichwbich enemy artillery waswa.s. now firing atat-

some

at-

one

at-

some

at-

one

at-

some

at-

onesome position in our lines farfax removed from us . NoN-

oother

A-

nother

N-

oother

A-

nother

N-

oother

A-

notherother enemy activity was noticeable .

COyjMCOlfillCoyColoniallyCOMMENTCOMMEN-

TThe

Commen-

tate

NTNT-

The

Ti-

the
--

The reconnaissance made was extremelyextremely-

valuable
extre-

mely
extremely-

valuable
extre-

mely
extremely-

valuable
extre-

melyvaluable and was a most important phase in aa. properproper-

understanding

pro-
perness

proper-

understanding

pro-
perness

proper-

understanding

pro-
pernessunderstanding of the attack . The methods and mannermanner-

in

mann-

er

manner-

in

mann-

er

manner-

in

mann-

erin which a reconnaissance is conducted should be suchsuch-

that

su-
ch

such-

that

su-
ch

such-

that

su-
chthat no warning or indication of your intentions bebe-

furnished

re-

furnished

be-

furnished

re-

furnished

be-

furnished

re-

furnishedfurnished the enemy . In this easeleaselnoeaselcase , no doubdoubtdoubtdoubtwedoubteddoubt we werewere-

continuously

were-

continuously

were-

continuouslycontinuously observed and the enemy probably warned of-

an

fa-

n
ofof-

an

f-
an

of-

an

f-
anan impending attack . According to later reports , twotw-

odesertions

w-

oodsier
tw-

odesertions

w-

oodsier
tw-

odesertions

w-

oodsierdesertions to the enemy from a front line regiment hadhad-

occurred

han-

dcuffed

had-

occurred

han-

dcuffed

had-

occurred

han-

dcuffedoccurred on the night of OctoberOotober 13-141314- . The informationinformation-

received
inform-

ation
information-

received
inform-

ation
information-

received
inform-

ationreceived from these menIn-
o

merin-
o

men no doubtIwa-
s

deutzia-
s

doubt was of extreme valuevalue-

to

valuat-

or

value-

to

valuat-

or
I-
no

I-
ndo, II-

to
I-
was

W-
as

to the enemy for his counter-preparationscounterpreparations- on October 14 .

Our task of the reconnaissance seemed com-comcom-

plete

co-

mplete

comco-

mplete

-¬-

pletepete . We were well informed as to our zone of aotionactionabortionaction-

the

acti-
on

,

.
the locationslooations of the 38th InfantrInfantryInfantryInfantrvajidInfantryendand, we had a veryvery-

v.Fn.r
very-

good

ver-

ged
.. . .... .. .. . .. ... . . ... . . .. . .

_ . .

,
"' - - ' - .yy . '' .. . v.Fn.rvFn.rvFnrfiner.. . , . .. '.. , .. . y.w,1y.w1yw1. , .ff. . .. . . ... . . .. . .

,

.

.gggood;11'de11deidea oft.thtthntht.thy'tthethTVerrainutterance.f.yPf.yPfyPfey-y't-y'tyty'trr.- 'terrain- rr i .1111 w' 'lnln'. rn6ur/ " ' f'.f-good
g-

ood ourar 'I'OtrIOtrRioter''We . '.'oo.tftf.) dbraRW8cNlatC-e8cNlatCebraw':ncefchef-":". . . . Pr.iPriPrixPr.iwPeriwigFrPrioPrior. # ssYs-
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to taking our derdeerdeoarturedeparture;> artureArturo , I said to Sid YoungYounYoung , "HoldHold"Hol-

dthis

"Hol-

dthis

"Hol-

dthie

Hold-

thie

Hog-

tie
"

this sheepskin coatcoa.t. and field glasses for me until wewe-

oome

aw-

esome

we-

come

we-

lcome

we-

come

we-

lcomeoomecomeNome through you tomorrow morning . " Sid took themthem-

and

thre-

ad
,

and unfortunatelunfortunatelyunfortunatelyy for me that was the lastla.st. I sawsa.w. ofof-

Sid

off-

side

of-

Sid

off-

side

of-

Sid

off-

sideSid until manyma.ny. years later . TThe.ee. articles were nevernever-

returned
Ev-

erest
never-

returned
Ev-

erest
never-

returned
Ev-

erestreturned . HeBeFe had been wounded during the night andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe articles , as was customary , disappeared on his wayway-

to

wa-

y
way-

to

wa-

y
way-

to

wa-

yto the hospital .

Just as we were leaving a sharp, conflictconflict-

broke
conf-

lict
conflict-

broke
conf-

lict
conflict-

broke
conf-

lictbroke out to the right of the 58th38th Infantry . TroopsTroops-

could

Top-
soil

Troops-

could

Top-
soil

Troops-

could

Top-
soilcould be seen running south fro.nfronfrom. OunelCuneICunelCounselCue . Who they werewer-

eit

we-
re

wer-

eit

we-
re

wer-

eit

we-
reit was too far off to distinguish . A little later twotwo-

vI

tw-

o
two-

men

wo-

men

two-

J

tw-

ovI men from the 4th Infantry , as I recallreca.11reca11. , stumbled into

) ,
, "'

the P.OPOP.CPC. . of the 38th .anda.nd stated that their positions-

were

positi-
ons

positions-

were

positi-
ons

positions
. )

, were being attacked by tanks supported by a heavyheavy-

machine

hay-
making

heavy-

3d

heav-
yr

heav-
y') \.1).1.1)1\.

(3)3( ) 3d Army Corps , machine gun andB.ndBndBand. artillartilyartilleryeryvery fire . (3)3( ) They believed thatthat-

everyone

thi-
every

that-
Oct

th-at
that-

Oct
th-atOct . 13 , 19181918-

p
,

P 12-

tion

12 everyone was prprettyet ty much shot up and had fa.1lfa1lfallen. en backba.ck. .

The commanding officer of the 38th paidpa.id. little attenatten-attendatten.1-

)

atten-

tion

atten-

tion

¬-

tionion to their statements , gave us a knowing wink andand-

told

fan-

tod
and-

told

fan-

tod
and-

told

fan-

todtold the men to rest a bit . However , we decided itit-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

taswas about time for us to be on our way and meet thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstainbattalion on its waywa.y. up from MontfauconMontague .

COMMEN-

TThe

Commen-

tate

COMMEN-

TThe

Commen-

tate

COMMENTCOMMEN-

TThe

Commen-

tateThe war experienceexperienoe of the commander of thethe-

38th

the-

38th

the-

38th38th Infantry caused himh1m to paypa.y. but little regard toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe story of these individuals who were excited to-

suoh

to-

ssup

to-

such

to-

uch

toto-

such

to-

uchsuchsuohsough a degree thathanthatthatwithouttherewiththat without Quest1onanythingquestion, anything viewedviewed-

by

view-
ed

viewed-

by

view-
ed

viewed-

by

view-
edby themwq.sthemwqsthemesthemwq.snthemfwvshthemtheftsthemfwvstheftsthem, o-sos.- nhh 'SS,9h9h', h'"hj'JJIf'JtI'Icfj tc:evafjeevadeaf-tl11eaf.Jaftl11eaf.Jaftl11eaf.Jtl11eafJreflerat6- ;a . c/-cc-

Xe

c-

oxed

/ -.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

. ' . . .. .00> . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . ,. . . . . . . " . ... . . .-. ..,_,... . ,..- -. . .., ,.. ..XeXeoifll.t1s.me.t1sme.t1smet' ...-oifll.toifll.tinfill- . .AhAh..tt. e® ', . .b.a.t1.1bat1.1bat11.bat-.batbat..batOtSpbathos.. -.;&.OtS-pOtSpOtis.-. Ae.JAeJAbe.:e-r-WfitgAerWfitgAFig- . .-"Q.Js.eQJs.eQJseJose.",. .asas.® 0,; . ., -ItItst.woQtwoQtwo..-ss- ,,..,. ...-
almost

a-

lmost

. . ., .". . . .

almost dusk . An enemy plane was approaching overheadoverhead-

evidently

over-
head

overhead-

evidently

over-
head

overhead-

evidently

over-
headevidently making the last flight for the day . He sawM-

f

saw-

n

saw

' 0 . .
. . ..'.' -.' ' ' ,. . .. . . . . .'...:' .,.; , .. : ;

. .:.:.; .. ., .w8c'Xiw8cXi"' ; .. . ... . .:.. . . . , . .. ; " . .. . .. ., ... .Mf N'INI* < <
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fthe

wa-

fted

:."

the battalion , circled over it for a few minutes andand-

signalled

ind-

efinable

and-

signalled

ind-

efinable

and-

signalled

ind-

efinablesignalledsignaled by some means to his artillery which firedfired-

a

fred-

aa few rounds that fell some hundred yards west of the-

road

He-

rod
thethe-

road

He-

rod
the-

road

He-

rodroad . The battalion commander promptly moved us byby-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
ytethe f1eflankk off the road to the east . The enemy planeplane-

had

planel-

oad

plane-

had

planel-

oad

plane-

had

planel-

oadhad moved toto the north and the artillery fire whichwhich-

had

whi-
ch

which-

had

whi-
ch

which-

had

whi-
chhad been corrected to strike the road , found no target .

Shortly thereafter it rapidly becamebeca.me. darkdark.-

The

dark-

The

Dua-

rte

.

The battalion 'was'laSlaS led into ae, bivouac in a .,, small ravineravine-

northeast

ravine-

northeast

ravine-

northeastnortheast of CiergesClergies . Although the men had been fedfed-

a

Fred-

a

fed-

a

Fred-

aa hot meal prior to 1leavingea.vingeavingheaving. MontfMontMontfauconMontagueauconancon , mostmoet everyoneeveryone-

proceeded

ever-
yone

everyone-

proceeded

ever-
yone

everyone-

proceeded

ever-
yoneproceeded to open up a can and we enjoyed a littlelittlef-

ood
litt-

le
littlef-

ood
litt-

le
littlef-

ood
litt-

lefood and rest in a relatively quiet surrounding .

While iitt was still darkda.rk. in the morning thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstainbattalion waswa.s. formed in column of companies , eacheach-

company

acco-

mpany
each-

company

acco-

mpany
each-

company

acco-

mpanycompany in column of twos and we marched forwardforward.-

Companies

forward-

Companies
for-

ward
.

Companies were placed in position in the column as theythey-

would

th-ey
they-

would

th-ey
they-

would

th-eywould be in the advance, . CompanyOompany A now in the leadlead-

would

dead-

wood

lead-

would

dead-

wood

lead-

would

dead-

woodwould be the left assaultaSBa1Jlt company ., Company BE the rightright-

as

righ-

ts
right-

assault
rig-

hts
right-

assault
rig-

htsasassaultsaul t , and then 0C and D as the
., left and right sup-supsup-

port

sup-

port

supsup-

port

¬-

port companies . The regimental machine-gunmachinegun- companycompany-

which

comp-
any

,

which was attached to the 1stlet BattalionBa.ttalion. , left its-

oarts

dis-

torts
its-

carts
ts-

ars
itsits-

oarte
is-

olateoarteoartscartsoratearts at this point aajadandBajad moved forward by hand . Its-

platoons

Iso-

lations
ItsIts4platoon-

s.4-

platoonsplatoons were to follow the support companiesoompanies .

I had passed on to my platoon leadersleadereleader, andand-

senior

ban-

dsmen

and-

senior

ban-

dsmen

and-

senior

ban-

dsmensenior noncommissionednonoommissioned officers what verbal orders hadhad-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

deanbeen issued for the attackattaok and acquainted them withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe results of our reconnaissance . The men were inin-

good

kin-

gwood

in-

good

kin-

gwoodgood condition for an attackattaok . They had had suffioientsufficientsuffioientf-

ood
suffici-

ent
sufficientf-

ood
suffici-

ent
sufficientf-

ood
suffici-

entfood , were reasonably well rested and . were wellwell-

supplied

well-

supplied

well-

supplied with rations and ammunition CnOnCn-

7
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moving out to our line ofoff departure we moved in columncolumn-

Map

colu-

mn

column-

to

colum-

n
column-

to

colum-

nto facilifacilityfacilitate, tate control anda.nd. to prevent losslOBS of direction .

Map #22-

to

Shortly after 5:00500: AM the battalion , stillstill-
in

stilli-
ng

still-
in

stilli-
ng

still-
in

stilli-
ngin coluIcoliccolumn , was proceeding down the forward slopesloe? ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe hill just south of our jump-offjumpoff- position . OurOu-

rartillery
Fo-

reteller
Ou-

rartillery
Fo-

reteller
Ou-

rartillery
Fo-

retellerartillery "barragebarrage" which waswa.s. to precede the 3d Batta.lionBattalionBattalion-

in

Batta.lion-

in

Battalio-

n
.

in assaulta.ssaulassaul. t , came down . From our posipositpositiontionion it appeared-

to

appeased-

to

appear-

ed

appeas-

ed

appearedappeased

to fall directly upon the positions held by the 38th38th-

Infantry

38th-

Infantry

38th-

InfantryInfantry . The companies deployed immediately intointo-

their
int-

oner
into-

their
int-

oner
into-

their
int-

onertheir assaulta.BeaulaBeaulbeau. t formations and took cover in shell holesholes-

in
hol-

es

holes-

in
hol-

es

holes-

in
hol-

esin the vicinivicinityvicinitytytyVeYves. \We\VeVe had hardlhardlyhardlyy deployed when the GermGermanGerm-

ancounterbarrage

Germa-

ncounter-barrage

Ger-
mancounter

ba-rrage Ge-
rmaniccounter-barragecounterbarrage- fell . This landed in the area., occupiedoccupied-

by

occupi-

ed

occupied-

by

occupi-

ed

occupied-

by

occupi-

edby the battalion . Communication with anyone was diffidiffi-diffdiffi-

cuI

diffic-

ult
diffi-

cult
diffi-

cult

¬-

cuIuIcultt due not onlonlyonlyy to the semi-darknesssemidarknessserni-darknessserniseri- , but to the-

barrages

he-

morrhages

thethe-

barrages

he-

morrhages

the-

barrages

he-

morrhagesbarrages as well . Some distance to myltly left I couldcould-

see

col-
ds

could-

see

col-
ds

could-

see

col-
dssee a regularre3ula.rre3ular. fireworks didisplayspla.ysplay. caused by one of ourour-

gas

out-

gas

our-

gas

out-

gas

our-

gas

out-

gasgas companiesconrpanies, firing thermitetermite or phosphorus shells .

After enduring the enemy counter-preparationcounterpreparationcounter-preparation-

for
counte-r preparationf-

or
counterpreparation-

for

preparatio-
n

counterreformati-
on

-

for about five minutes , I decided that the barragebarrage-

falling
barr-

age
barrage-

falling
barr-

age
barrage-

falling
barr-

agefalling up aheadahea.d. was not quiquitete so heavy . SendingSending-

runners

Ensan-
guines

Sending-

runners

Ensan-
guines

Sending-

runners

Ensan-
guinesrunners to the platoons and to the battalion commandercommander-

I

commande-

rI told them that the company would move forward at once-
v

onc-
e

once-

to

conce-

rto

oneonceoncevt-

o
concer-

to

ee-

V

e-

to

v-

eto
v-

to
v-

eto
v

to the refereereferserefers elopeslope of the hill in our front and refoDa-

there

defe-
ater

refoma-

and

Redm-

an

refoiarefoDarefomatrefoilrefoldreformatrefoia-

there

exfol-

iatethere . I had arrived at this decision for two reasonsreasons-

.First

reasons-

First
reas-

ons
.

First .,, I believed that the barrage up ahead was lessless-

severe

less-

severe

less-

severesevere than the one we were now enduring and , secondseoond , II-

knew

K-

new

I-

knew

K-

new

I-

knew

K-

newknew that the time for our jump-offjumpoff- was closeolosefoliose at handhand-

and

han-

ded

handu-

A

han-

d

hand-

and

han-

dedand I certainlyoerta.inlyoertainly. felfeelfeltt that I did not careoareoared to be leftleft-

behind

left-

behind

left-

behindbehind in the very "beginningbeginning" of our attackattack.-

J3bepQKany

.
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High

ravine-

High

ravi-
ne
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High explosive and gas shells greeted us on the wayway.-

One

way-

One

wa-
yne

.

One gas shell burst in front of the companyoompany comman-

dthere

comman-

deered

command
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,

group anda.nd. threw liouidliquid in our faces . SasGasSask masks went-

on

want-

on

wentwent-

on

want-

on

went-

on

want-

onon and we experienced our first advance in aa , to-

through

ou-

tthought

fofoofood":' ,

through a barrage, , wea.ringwearingwear. ingKing a gas mask which was fosgyfoggyfogyfosgy-

inside

foggy-

inside

flog-

gings
foggy-

inside

flog-

gingsinside . We could scarcely see . I fell into a deepdee-
pshell

de-
eps

dee-
pshell

de-
eps

dee-
pshell

de-
epsshell hole , stumbled into the creek and finally ranran-

into

an-

oint

ran-

into

an-

oint

rara-

into

r-
aininto a hedge through which I searched vainly for aa-

passa.ge

a-

passage

p-

assage
a-

passage

p-

assagepassa.gepassage. . Not having any success , I took off the maskmask-

and

mas-

ked

mask-

and

mas-

ked

mask-

and

mas-

kedand found a way through . At this time I ss.wsswsawsw. a-

lieutenant

l-

ieutenant

aa-

lieutenant

l-

ieutenant

a-

lieutenant

l-

ieutenantlieutenant of mine attackingatta.cking. the hedge asa.s. I had done-

and

deme-

aned

donedone-

and

deme-

aned

done-

and

deme-

anedand wiwithtb all the confusion and mess going on I mana.gedmanagedmanaged-

to

mana.ge-

dto

manag-

ed

.
to find a little laughlau h still in me .

WeNee finally reached the reverse slope of thethe-

hill
th-

rill
the-

hill
th-

rill
the-

hill
th-

rillhill .anda.nd, proceeded to occupy shell holes along wiwithwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

thth-

the

thi-

therthe 38th Infantry . Contact with our other companiescompanies-

wae

companies-

was

compan-

ieswas soon gained along the hill . All company commsjiders-

had

consid-
ers

commanderscommanders-

had

command-

ers
commanders-

had

command-

ershad decideddecid.ed. upon the eamesamebeamed course of actiona.ction. as myself.-

The

myself-

The

mys-
elf

myself .

The battalion'battalion' commander had likewise come up and he-

immediately

ch-

imerically
hehe-

immediately

ch-

imerically

he-

immediately

ch-

imericallyimmediately got in contact with our 3d Battalion whichwhich-

was

whi-

ch
which-

was

whi-

ch
which-

was

whi-

chwas on the 8samene hill with us but a bit further to thethe-

west

che-

wiest

the-

west

che-

wiest

the-

west

che-

wiestwest . They had received instructions tnattreatnat the atta.ckattackatta.ck-

was

atta-
ck

attack-

was

atta-
ck

attack-

was

atta-
ck

.

was delayeddele.yeddeleyed. until 66:30630:3030: AM . Later on the time waswas-

changed

as-

hamed

was-

changed

as-

hamed

was-

changed

as-

hamed

,

changed several times and I recall thatt11la.tt11lattha/tthatthan./ it1i twaswast was approxiapproxi-approximateapproxi-

mately

approxapronapproxi-

mately

1-11-

mately

¬-II-

We

W-

e

matelyMattel 8308:30;: AM before the 3d Battalion moved forward inin-

attaok

M-

inolta(4)4(4)1st( ) let1st Army , attackattaok . (4)-
p

4-
p

(4)4(4)-
p

( )

p 6565-
COMMENTCOMMEN-

TIn

Comment-

ing

COMMEN-

TI

COMMEN-

T

COMMENTCOMMEN-

TIn

Comment-

ingIInn General PerPershing'sPershingsPerishingshingshying ' s report on OperationsOperations-

of

Operatio-
nsof thetbetube First Army , it states that the 5th Division ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe III Corps and the 42d Division of the V Corps werewere-

to

wher-

eto

were-

to

wher-

eto

were-

to

wher-

etoto make the convergingoonverging attackattaok . Between these divisionsdivisions-

the

divisio-
ns

divisions-

the

divisio-
ns

divisions-

the

divisio-
nsthe remainder of the V CorpsOorpsOops was to executeexeoute what was-

known

W-

ako
waswas-

known

W-

ako
was-

known

W-

akoknown attack . This holding attackattaok was setset1-

.1.r
as a holding
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were eoso arranged that the time would not be changed-

to

chang-
ed

changed

to our time.. The change in our time of attack was no-

doubt

kn-

ockout

nono-

doubt

kn-

ockout

no-

doubt

kn-

ockoutdoubt arranged for verballyverba.lly. by our division in orderorder-

to
ord-

er

order-

to
ord-

er

order-

to
ord-

erto coordinatecoordine.tecoordinete. the advance wiwithth that of the adjdjadjacentadjacent-

unit
adjac-

ent
adjacent-

unit
adjac-

ent
acentaccentacent-

unit

accen-

tuateunit on our left in the V Corps .

While we remainedregained on this hill the shellin-
gstill

shell-
ing

shellingshellin-
gstill

shell-
ing

shellin-
gstill

shell-
ingstill continued althoughalthoualthough h not with the intensity of the-

initial
te-

ntacle
thethe-

initial
te-

ntacle

the-

initial
te-

ntacleinitial outburst . Our own barragebarrabarr e must have ceased-

or

cease-

d
ceased

or gone on as we saw no more of it . My company hadhad-

suffered

cha-

uffeured

had-

suffered

cha-

uffeured

had-

suffered

cha-

uffeuredsuffered some but to what extent at this time I do notnot-

recall
N-

otre
not-

recall
N-

otre
not-

recall
N-

otrerecall . I do remember that the men had become prettypretty-

well

pre-
tty

pretty-

well

pre-
tty

pretty-

well

pre-
ttywell shaken . MpnyPenny men had received a lot of gas . WeW-

eall

W-

all

W-

eall

W-

all

W-

eall

W-

allall could just about whisper duejuejuke to the condition of-

our

fl-

our

ofof-

our

fl-

our

of-

our

fl-

ourour throats . Men requested permission to go to the-

aid

thr-

ead

thethe-

a.id

T-
hai

the-

aid

thr-

eada.idaid. stations fearingfea.ring. that they had become seriously-

afflicted
serio-

usly
seriouslyseriously-

afflioted
serio-

usly
seriously-

afflicted
serio-

uslyaffliotedafflicted . Theselese requests were firmly refused . CheckCheck-Check-

ing

Check-

ing

Check-

ing

¬-

ingKing up was difficult . Troops of the 58th38th InfazitryInfantry andand-

two

Sa-

nto

and-

two

Sa-

nto

and-

two

Sa-

ntotwo battalions of the 6th Infantry were pretty muchmuc-

htangled

unc-

hanged

muc-

htangled

unc-

hanged

muc-

htangled

unc-

hangedtangled . We did the best we could but my platoons werewer-

estill

terres-

trially

wer-

estill

terres-

trially

wer-

estill

terres-

triallystill trying to locate, men when it was time for us toto-

move

co-

mmove

to-

move

co-

mmove

to-

move

co-

mmovemove forward again .

At the time scheduledsoheduled for our advance I-

recall

R-

ecall
II-

reoall

F-

ireball

I-

recall

R-

ecallreoallrecall signallingsignaling forward and moved out with my runners-

ahead

unme-

shed

runnersrunners-

ahead

unme-

shed

runners-

ahead

unme-

shedahead of the company as provided in the approach marohmarchmacromaro-

hformation

march-

formation

mach-

icolation

march-

formation

mach-

icolationformation . To this day I can'tcant' recall whether thethe-

oompany

the-

osophy

the-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopianoompanycompany followed or not . After my signal I saw somesome-

men

sole-

mn

some-

men

sole-

mn

some-

men

sole-

mnmen start up but just then the enemy fire fell withwith-

increasing

itin-

erating
with-

increasing

itin-

erating
with-

increasing

itin-

eratingincreasing severity . We all were forcedforoed to advanceadvancet-

f
advanc-

e.
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undecided

inter-
necine

minuteminute-
i

minute-
F

minute-
J

minut-
e

minute-

undecided

inter-
necinei

F undeoidedundecided what to do . Should I continueoontinue on in front ,
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.AIt-AItAlitAItVAviv- V " .
advancing from shell hole to shell hole and set an-

example

un-

exampled

anan-

example

un-

exampledexa.mpleexample. to the company in the manner of advance , oror-

should

r-
esold

or-

should

r-
esold

or-

should

r-
esoldshould I stay behind and by the use of runners a.ndanda.n-

dpersonal

An-

derson
and-

personal
An-

derson
.and-

personal
An-

dersonpersonal contact , push the platoons forward ? I can'tcantcan'tr-

emember

can'tr-

emember

can'tr-

emember

cantr-

emember

ca-
nteen

'

remember what my process of reasoningreaEoning was , but as it-

worked

t-
wirled

itit-

worked

t-
wirled

it-

worked

t-
wirledworked out I moved out with my runnersrunnergrunner confident that-

my

th-
at

thatthat-

my

th-
at

that-

my

th-
atmy unit would follow . My control over the companycompan-

yceased

comp-
anies

compan-

yceased

comp-
anies

compan-

yceased

comp-
aniesceased right then as I actually commanded myself andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe runners and nothing else .

COMMCCOMMENTCOMME-

NTControl

Com-
ment

OMM7 NTN-

TControl

Un-

controlled

N-

TControl

Un-

controlledControl is necessarily an importa-ntimportantimporta.ntimportantimport.- phasepha.se. of-

battle
o-

ffbeat
ofof-

battle
o-

ffbeat
of-

battle
o-

ffbeatbattle tacticstacticetactic . Without it the best laid plans and-

orders

ad-

orers
andand-

orders

ad-

orers
and-

orders

ad-

orersorders will be worthless and success extremely doubtfuldoubtful-

Control
dou-

btful
.

( Control of any large group of individuals must, necesneces-niecesnece-

ssarily

nece-

ssarily

nece-

ssarily

¬--

sarilyscarily be done through subordinate leaders . ) In thisthis-

action
tris-

ection
this-

action
tris-

ection
this-

action
tris-

ectionaction my control of the company was negligible . I-

failed

F-

ailed
II-

failed

F-

ailed
I-

failed

F-

ailedfailed to deal with the subordinate leaders and therethere-there-

fore

there-

fore

there-

fore

¬-

fore laid the burden of the advance upon them . PerhapsPerhaps-

unknowingly

perhaps-

unknowinglyJ : unknowingly I had made a correct solution of thethe-

problem

the-

rmopile

the-

problem

the-

rmopile

the-

problemr

H-
erbert

1/11-

.1
./ . /.11-\\' . // problem .," '

- - - - - - - - - - - - -
Upon reaching the crest of the hill on which-

we

whi-
ch

whichwhich-

we

whi-
ch

which-

we

whi-
chwe had stood nonchalantly the afternoon previous , thingsthings-

apparently

things-

apparently

things-

apparently"

: apparently changed . The German artillery was poundingpounding-

the

poundi-
ng

pounding-

the

poundi-
ng

pounding-

the

poundi-
ngJ/J/"/

JI //rr// the ridge and its forward slopes with calibers of allall-

descriptions
all-

descriptions
all-

descriptions
I '

(5)5( ) StaffpStaffStaff RideRide-
p

Rid-
e

, descriptions . (5)5( ) Not muchmuohmouth time could be spent goinggoing-

f'm

going-

from

goi-
ng

going-

from

goi-
ngp 36-

Ride
3638

f'mfmfrom' m one holSholdshOIholhold} to the next . My runner group waswa.s. split-

in

splitti-

ng

splisplitsplitsplit-

in

splitti-

ng

tt-

inin halves . I led the first half to a placeplaoe and as thethe-

rear
the-

reat
the-

rear
the-

reat
the-

rear
the-

reat, . . 'MM' ', . .. . .. , . . .

rear half cameoamefoamed up we moved out again . During one move
" " " '"-' ' ' ' - " . . .* -' _< .. .-> , . . . ., , ,;the; rear; 'hh'halfhalfr.waswaeTweT: -''

c LestrLesteriiU'CSyediiUCSyedestra'yedestrayedstrayed'' 'yed'byyedbydyed'byby'' - a shell eX'p'leXplexpelexploringexploiting' 011{ ng 1ninin-

the

in-

ter
in-

the

in-

ter - .

the shell hole they were oocupying-

11

occupyingoocupying .
-

.11-.11-11-11-. .11-

f

11.-

4

-
- - " .

. .. . , .ftowtow rqNrN.,,. t,- .! frt<wi. .,,rI:. ... .,, ... . . . ..sswvsswvswivel:":ev IrliR.xlfMMIrliRxlfMMw iiw-ww- .w/1y.w1y.ww1y/ , . . . . .. - . . . .
. . ,. . .

WXMWM.44.-
4II'I

. ... '
.., . ,. . . . .., . .

/II'III'IIII/':- " . , .
"!'jj"', It ., . .- - " - wywww ""' ._ . , . , ...CC' l.AlAl.A.1-

1" ' . . . . . . . , ,.' .
< -

" ." .,? \.11.11.Yri11Yri11\.
'

11I1I,1f11I1I1f1 ' ,WNI" .7e'AIIM1Ikr.7eAIIM1Ikr7eAIIM1Ikr.. . .'4."'> M "'<411.-.:> w>: . .. . ... ..,_-_ .



' . ' ' IIilril". tvuniui
_
tumuli . . i" .. . ft"!;.:., . . . . . . .. ., ' . , . ," . , , _ W-'IW'II- . .iwMiwMwM. ' 'J'WJW'> .ii. '' .

ProProgressessHess was slow . To my front , particularlyparticularly-
to

particularl-
yto the left , I could see troops advancingadva.ncing. in the SamesaneSame-

manner

Ane-

mone
sane-

manner

ane-

mone
same-

manner

sum-

monermanner as ourselves . Who they were I did not knowknow.-

Maybe

know-

Maybe

kno-
wable

..

Maybe they were from the 3d Battalion , maybe fromfrom-

Company

Fren-

chman
from-

Company

Fren-

chman
from-

Company

Fren-

chmanCompany A , maybe from my own company who had gottengotten-

ahead

got-
ten

gotten-

ahead

got-
ten

gotten-

ahead

got-
tenahead of me while I was holding down a hole too longlong.-

I

long-

I
lon-

g

.

I realized right then that I must have tied up thisthis-

battle
this-

battle
this-

bs/fctle
th-

isbs
fc-

tle
h-

iss
fic-

tilebattle/ gloriously . I didn'tdidnt' know where my company WasWa-

snor

Abs-

orb

was-

nor
abs-

orb

was-

nor
abs-

orbnor did I appear to be doing any good except to lead aa-

few

f-

ew
a-

few

f-

ew
a-

few

f-

ewfew runners forward .

No semblance of any tactical formation existedexisteda-

nywhere
exi-

sted
existeda-

nywhere
exi-

sted
existeda-

nywhere
exi-

stedanywhere that I could see . Not even a smallsinallsignally group waswa-

snoticeable

as-

cetical
wa-

snoticeable

as-

cetical
wa-

snoticeable

as-

ceticalnoticeable . Shortly after passing the crest small armsarm-

sfire

arm-

oire
arm-

sfire

arm-

oire
arm-

sfire

arm-

oirefire was directed at the area through which I waswas-

passing

asp-

ersing
was-

passing

asp-

ersing
was-

passing

asp-

ersingpassing . 'EnemyEnemy' machine guns from RomagneRomance and OunelCuneICunelCounselCue andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe ridge to the front were sweeping the hill . Th-

ecross

The-

rmoses

TheTh-

ecross

The-

rmoses

Th-

ecross

The-

rmosescross fire from RomagneRomance and CunelOunelCounsel was grazing the-

ground
th-

ereon
thethe-

ground

th-
ereon

the-

ground

th-
ereonground and we were kept face down on the ground at one-

time

oneone-

time

one-

timetime for about ten minutes . Any wiggle brought firei-

mmediately

irre-

mediably
firefire-

i
fir-

e

firei-

mmediately

irre-

mediablyiimmediatelynediatelymediate and I didndindidn'tdidnt*' t wiggle very much .

Finally I got going again . We were able toto-

reach

T-

orah
to-

reach

T-

orah
to-

reach

T-

orahreach a point about four hundred yards from the Romagne-RomagneRomanceRomagne-

Cunel

Roman-
esque

Romagne--

Ounel

Roma-
gne Ou-
nel

Roma-
nce

Coun-
sel

Romagne-

Ounel

Roman-
esque

-
CunelOunelCounsel road . Machine gun fire was coming from a hedgehedge-

north
he-

dge
hedge-

north
he-

dge
hedge-

north
he-

dgenorth of the road . DecidingDeoiding to try my marksmanship , II-

borrowed

B-

orrowed

I-

borrowed

B-

orrowed

I-

borrowed

B-

orrowedborrowed a runner'srunners' rifle and shot a clipolipoxlip . The firefire-

still
fore-

stall
fire-

still
fore-

stall
fire-

etill
fre-

ewillstill continued .

Some engineers carryingoarryingparrying small foot bridgebridge-

material

Bridg-

ewater
bridge-

material

Bridg-

ewatermaterialter1al appeared on the scenesoeneSlovene to my left . KnowingKnow-

ingI

Kno-

wing

Knowin-
gat

Knowi-
ng

Knowin-

gthat

Know-
ing

Knowin-
g4hatthatat they had been detailed to follow the attackingattacking-

battalion
attac-

king
attacking-

battalion
attac-

king
attacking-

battalion
attac-

kingIbattalion , I imnediatelyimmediately felt at ease and realizedrealized-

that
realiz-

ed
realized-

that
realiz-

ed_ . _ . .(6)6( e ) RAh.5th5th.. .B'JuHistoryD1vDivDiv.-

HistoryT.O

DivH-

istoryT.O

DivH-

istoryTO
Di-

visor
. . "tha.t.7.e.wer.e.lc.e.plRgthat7ewerelce.plRgthat7ewerelceplRg" that. ., .. , !'we. ,. .werewerewer.e. . . keeping-ourkeepingour-keeping.. . ourur proper placeplaoe in the attackattaok"' ,.

' ("( B'Ju-B'JuBJuBijouBB-

12

') ' , ,- , ,,

History ,
r.oroJ.0J0' . . 5565-

Par
,

Par . 3 ( 0oo.-
p

o-
p

) .,
p 30012300 -12-12- 12-

t

12.w-

Yiw

12-

Wi

-
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As we proceeded , further down tthee slope the advanceadvance-

Map

advan-

ce

advance-

became

adva-
nce

advance-

became

adva-
ncebeca.mebecame. somewhatsOLIlewhasolublet easieasiereasierer . TheTneTine leadinglea.ding. 'battalionbattalion' hadhad-

overcome

ha-

ndover
had-

overcome

ha-

ndover
had-

overcome

ha-

ndoverovercome the resistance in its front anand was justjustr-

ea.ching

uns-

heathing

just-

reaching

unst-

eadying

just-

reaching

unst-

eadyingrea.chingreaching. the rise north of the Rornagne-OunelRornagneOunelRomagne-OunelRomagneRornagne-CunelCunelFrontageCounselRomance- roa.droadroad.-

As

road-

As

roa-
ds

. .

As I approached the roadr08.dr08d. . an officer from the 11th11th-

Infantry

11th-

Infantry

llthI-

nfantry
ulti-

matelyInfantry came running down the hill from my rightright-

front
rig-

ht
ri htht-

front

ho-

tfoot

ht-

front

ho-

tfootfront requesting iranediateimllediateimiiediateIsraeliteimmediate aid to repel a countercounter-counter-

attack

counter-

attack

counter-

attack

¬-

attack . fatheringGathering a few men nearbynea.rby. , including aa-

Ohauchat

a-

Chauchat

c-

ha-cha

a-

OhauohatOhauchatChauchatHaunchCha-cha gunner , I moved to the northeastnorthea.st. toward HillHill-

Map

Hill-

manMapgap #2-

beca.me

2
'\.\. 271 . On reaching the crest of the hill , I took a quick-

look

qui-
ck

quick-

look

qui-
ck

quick
.< )-'

look only . Things were in aa., pretty bad way here . The-

enemy

He-

nley
The-

enemy

He-

nley
The

I' '

. )
,."- enemy was certainly defending his position with vigor .

(7)7( ) ViereckVerde , (7)7( ) About 600 yardsya.rds. due north waswa.s. a section of GermanGerma-

n77's

Germa-

n77's

Oerman-
p

Berma-
np 264-

u

264
77's77s' firing point blank at the troops . Machine guns.gunsguns-

were

gna-

wer

guns-

were

gna-

wer

.gun-

swere

gun-

ner
.

were rattling from the front ajidandaid from the edge of thethe-

woods

She-

rwood

the-

woods

She-

rwood

the-

woods

She-

rwoodwoods to the north and east . Men of the llth11thlilt InfantryInfantry-

who

Infant-
ry

Infantry-

who

Infant-
ry

Infantry-

who

Infant-
rywho had oassedpassed beyond the crest were trying to get backback.-

Running

back-

Running

back-

handing

.

Running , stumbling and crawling , they endeavored toto-

come

tw-

osome

to-

come

tw-

osome

to-

come

tw-

osomecome backba.ck. . It was a sad sight . Placing the men I hadhad-

on

ado-

rn

had-

on

ado-

rn

had-

on

ado-

rnon the crest , I directed fire on the gunners of thethe-

77's

the-

77's

the-

77s7777's77s' B . A shell landed on my ChauchatChaucha.tCha-cha. gunner and a1althoughalthough-

the

althou-
gh

although-

the

althou-
gh

thoughthough-

the

thou-
ghtthe other men fired at the gunners they continued toto-

make

T-

amae

to-

make

T-

amae

to-

make

T-

amaemake the crestorestforest of that hill a hot place .

As nothing more could be done , I reconnoiteredreconnoitered-

to

reconnoiter-
edto find what officers were present in the vicinityvicinity.-

Within

vicinity-
Within

vicin-
ity

.

Within a few yards I found Major MuncasterMuncaeterUnchasteUnfetter commandingcommanding-

the

command-

ingthe assault battalion of the llth11thlilt . His morale waswa-

spretty

as-

perity

wa-

spretty

as-

perity

wa-

spretty

as-

peritypretty well shaken but he was good and mad . He toldtold-

me

tol-

d
told-

me

tol-

d
told-

me

tol-

dme that a lieutenant and himself were the only offioersofficersoffioers-

present

officers-

present
offi-

cers
officers-

present
offi-

cers with the battalion that hisnienice casualtiesoasualtiespresent , were-

arnd

Wer-

ner

were
. N.yNy. .--uu-. M.uMu- . ,. ..... . .M. .11s& , .. .. . . .-. - . '. , .. . ' . . _ .. " '

ehor'Moroar-aadehor'MoroarehorMoroaraadhonoraryadi r'&* "a.nda.ndand-arndarnd-"arndratihandrail. -rat-irati-fe4tt-tit.W8LB.luokitW8LB.luokitW8LBluoktit.W8LB.luok.1t1t. :.. .. if could holdhold-

on

holdi-

ng

hold-

on

holdi-

ng

= . -. Jf.u.1Jfu.1Jfu1w. . .,, . ..luoklook.: J , .
only. . .. , . . .. . they

..- . . . ... .. ." - - - - .- .- . . - . . . . . ... .

on where they were . How long I remained there I-
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cannot remember . I knew however , that the capture ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe CrrandGrandCraned CarreCare farm was still somewhat distant . TheThe-

enemy

He-

nley
The-

enemy

He-

nley
The-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy resistanceresiet.ttlceresietttlceresiet.anceresietance.! was too well placedplR.cedplRcedpriced. for an attemptattempt-

to

attem-
pt

attempt-

to

attem-
ptto advance over open ground without driving him byby-

some

ab-

ysm

by-

some

ab-

ysm

by-

some

ab-

ysmsome manner or means from the sheltering woods on thethe-

flank

Te-

flon
the-

flanks
H-

elens
the-

flanks
H-

elensflankflankss .

I sent a runner out to find my battalionbattalionco-

mn1ander

battalionc-

ommander
batta-

lion
battalionc-

ommander
batta-

lioncomn1andercommander to report where I was and that I would staystay-

with

sa-
wpit

stay-

with

sa-
wpit

stay-

with

sa-
wpitwith the llth11thlilt Infantry with the few men until conditionsconditions-

cleared
condit-

ions
conditions-

cleared
condit-

ions
conditions-

cleared
condit-

ionscleared . Some time afterwardsafterwaxds the runner returned withwith-

Map

wi-

th

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe battalion adjutant . He told me that the battalionbattalionc-

ommander

batta-
lion

battalionc-

ommander

batta-
lion

battalionc-

ommander

batta-
lioncommander had been wounded at the jump-offjumpoff- and that II-

was

W-

as
I-

was

W-

as
I-

was

W-

aswas in charge of the 1stlstlast Battalion . f

Map #*22-

Overlay
2-

Overlay
Gathering ththe few 6th Infantrymen in thethe-

viOinity

the-
Overlay

the-
ocracy

the-

vicinity
Overlay #

viOinityvicinity I moved to the left rear and found the bat-batbat-

talion

bat-

talion

batbat-

talion

¬-

taliontalon on the reverse slope of the hill about twotwo-

hundred

wo-

unded

two-

hundred

wo-

unded

two-

hundred

wo-

undedhundred yards in rear of the 3d BattalionBa.ttalion. . CompaniesCompanies-

were

Compa-
nies

Companies-

were

Compa-
nies

Companies-

were

Compa-
nieswere badly mixed up and in addition thereto some troopstroops-

of

troo-
ps

troops-

of

troo-
ps

troops-

of

troo-
psof a battalion from the 61stSlstSalt Infantry were mixed inin-

with

di-

mwit

in-

with

di-

mwit

in-

with

di-

mwitwith us . This battalion from the 9th Brigade had beenbeen-

detailed

bea-

vertail
been-

detailed

bea-

vertail
been-

detailed

bea-

vertaildetailed to act as a support behind the 6th InfantryInfantry.-

Seeing

Infantry-

Seeing
Infa-

ntry
.

Seeing that the advance had been definitely stoppedstopped-

they

stopp-

ed
stopped-

they

stopp-

ed
stopped-

they

stopp-

edthey were collecting their men preparatory to withdrawwithdraw-withdraw-

ing

withdraw-

ing

withdraw-

ing

¬-

ingKing to the southeast . For the remainder of the dayda-

yreorganization

da-

yreorganization

da-

yreorganizationreorganization and the evacuation of wounded continuedcontinued.-

The

continued-

The

continu-
ed

.

The battalion scarcelyscaroely numbered three hundred men . TheThe-

enemy

He-

nley

The-

enemy

He-

nley

The-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy artillery continued intermittent shelling of thethe-

position

ther-

mosetting

the-

position

ther-

mosetting

the-

position

ther-

mosettingposition with gas and high explosive but the sheltershelter-

on

shelteri-

ngon this reverse slope was fairly good . The shells werewer-

egenerally

sw-

eetener
wer-

egenerally

sw-

eetener
wer-

egenerally

sw-

eetenergenerally fallingfall1ng southsoutb of the Romagne-CunelRomagneCunelRomanceCounsel- road.-

1

road .
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LOFFICE

CHRON-
OLOGIES

SCHOOLSCHOO-
LOFFIOi

Sch-ool
SCHOO-

LOFFICE
CHRON-

OLOGIESOFFIOiOFFICEOfficio OF THfTHENthTH ASSISTANT OOMMAKOAM-
TFOURTH

OOMMANDANTCOMMANDANTOOMMANDAN-
T'OUR

COMMANDAN-
TFOURTH

COMMAN-
DANT'OUROURFOURTH' TH SECTIONSECTION-

1

SECSECTIO-

NFort

Secti-

on

TIONION

'
"

' )-
I. /-11/'

"

\
_1. fortrartrat BenningBanning , GeorgiaGeorgia-

Deoember
Geo-rgia Georgia-

December
Geo-rgia Georgia-

December
Geo-rgiaDeoemberDecember 16 , 1932 .

MILITARYMILITAFY HISTORY MONOGRAPH - - COMMENTSOOMMJtNTS ON ORAL, PRESENTATIONPRESENTATIO-

NCapt

Presentat-
ion

PRESENTATIO-

NCapt

Presentat-
ion

PRESENTATIO-

NCapt

Presentat-
ionCaptCaput . LaurenceLaurenoe B . leieerleiBerReiserlevierReviser , InInf.InfoInfInfo! .

EffectivenessEffeotiveness of deliverydelivery-de11verr-de11verrde11verrTbedeliveryThedelivery;: *- TheTbeTube deliverydel1very was Informal andend somewhatsomewha-
tlacking

some-
what

somewha-
tlacking

some-
what

aoaewha-
tlackinglacking ; in1n animationananimation/animationanimationbutanimationma on ,/ butu _wasa.8a8. well direoteddirected toward the clapsolar-eolareclassmolar- .

>
.

The speaker'sspeakers' method of turningtheturningturning the presentationpresentat10n into anan-
open

n-ope
an-

open
n-ope
an-

open
n-ope" open forum tended to slowIlowLow it1t down and make it less effectiveetfeotive *.

ClearnessClearness-ClearnessOlearnees-OlearneesLearnersClearnessTheOlearneesTheClearnessLeanest'
: - The narration was clearolearlear in general , and the speakerspeaker-

gaTe
spea-

ker
speaker-

gave
spea-

kergavespeakergavespeakergaTeanan intimate and desoriptivede.oriptivdeoriptivdescriptive. . battle picturepioture .
The numeralsnumeral. on the cut-outscutoutsout-outsout- couldoouldGould not be dist1nguisheddistinguisheddist1nguished8-

&8i11
distinguished-

easily distingui-
shed

distinguished-
easily distingui-
shed8&8i1188i11easily& from the backbaokbook ofot the hallball . This , togetherogether withwitbwit the failure-
of

failur-e failurefailure-
of

failur-e failure-
of

failur-eof the speakerspeeierspeedier to refresh hihis, hearers occasionallyocoasionallyoooasionally as to wh10hwhichwh10-
hbat

whic-
hbattalion

whic-
hbattalionbatbattalionalionlion was the assaultaaault, battalion , causedoausedpaused some80me confusionoontusioncontusion asaa toto-
whether

to-
gether

to-
whether

to-
gether

to-
whether

to-
gether.

I
/ .' whether the companyoompanJRoman in questionquetion, was an assaultalB8.ulalB8ul. t companyoompany , a reservereserveo-

ompany
rese-rve reservec-

ompany
rese-rve reservec-

ompany
rese-rveoompanycompany of an .assault.a.aulta.aultaaultBaalSault. battalion , or a leadinleadingleading@: company of a relervereserverelieverelerve-

battalion
reserve-

battalion
res-erve reserve-

battalion
res-ervebattalion . To all appearancesappearanoes , companyoompanJRoman and battalion symbolssymbolBsymbolB .ereerewerewere-

used
per-

used
.were-

used
per-

used
.ere-

ueed
ere-

ctedueedusedcued interchangeablyinterohangeably .

)A\ lEmphasis-EmphasisEmphasisEmphasisha81eEmphasishasisEmphasisEmphasisha81e-ha81ehasis-hasishashish: - Emphasis was properly placed on the problems and aotionactionsabortionactions-
or

action-
so actio-ns

.
, " \ o a companyoompany commanderoOllll1ander durdourduringdur1ng±.ngng,. the oneon ® day of combatoombat .

Ae
Utilization of time-timetimeThetrimester;: - The speakerIpeaker did not finish in the allottedallottedt-
im allott-ed

allottedt-
ime

allott-ed
allotted-

time.The
allotted-

timeThe allo-ttede! timtime. . The conclusionconclul1onoonoonto us on is18 mostmoat important and one or two minor ino1-ino1inci-inciVinciino1-
dents

inci-
dents

inciVinciinci-
dents

¬-
dents should have been eliminated to permit the speaker to bebe-

oertain
be-

avertail
be-

certain
ex-

cerpting
be-

certain
ex-

cerptingoertaincertainpertain of finishing .,

jnltruct10nalInstructional value-valuevalueThevaluatevalue-valueyalue-yalueyalevalueTheyaluethevaluateAleut: - The method of instruction1n.truot1on1ntruot1on. wawas. generallygenerallJ .oundoundsoundsound-
and

soun-
ded

.sound-
and

soun-
ded

.ound-
and

aou-
dadand the prpresentationiitat n .was.asas instructive1nltruot1ve . HoweverKo.eyerKoeyerOxeye. , it isi8 a poor planplan-
to

pla-
to

plan-
to

pla-
to

plan-
to

pla-
toto calloallall for extemporaneousext.mporaneoUiextmporaneoUi. commentoomment without being certainoertainpertain that th1thisthis-
will

thi-
s'll

this-
will

thi-
s'll

.
will contributecontribut. to the instructional1nltruot10nal valueYalueYale of the presentationre.entationreentationpresentation. .

cj + The neoell1tnecessity, of protectiveproteotive firesf1rel to coverOOYerBoyer the flanksflank. ofof-
an

fa-
n

of-
an

fa-
n

of-
an

fa-
nan attacking unitun1t whenwbenben thethese.. are exposedexpo.dexpodexpo.. wasw&awa& clearlyolearly 111uillustratedtratldrattled .

!Thehe tintt1r.it1rifirst. two .situations.1tuat1onl1tuat1onl presented fortortore solutionlolut1on by thethe-
01a88

the-
class

th-eca
the-

olass
tha-

lassic01a88class containedoonta1ned somelomelone obscurityoblour1ty and the studentsstudent. calledoa1le4 upon .ereerewerewere-
not

wer-
en't

.were-
not

wer-
en't

.ere-
Dot

err-
edDotnot Quite clearolearlear aealas whawhamvhatwhathat' wwaewaswade.. wantedwant.dwantd. .

The third .situation.1tuat1on1tuat1on presentedp . .eDt.deDt.deDtdEDT. . for .solution.olu'ion.oluionoluioncollusion' by the olaeeola.1ola1classoleolaee-
that

lact-ate
. --

that
t-

hat
-

that involving helpingbe1p1nl the llth11thlilt InfantryIntantrJInstant wavacwas. veilw,11w11well, chosenaholeahole and wellwell-
reconstructed

.well-
reconstructed

.1111. .1-
1reoon.truatedreoon.truatedreoontruatedreconstructedremonstrated. . The speakerBP.aterBPaterBatter. , howeverhow.yerhowyerbowyer. , aealas onOD the firefirst' two ooo.1onooo1onoccasionsoccasionsn-
amed

occasi-ons
.. . ,

name4named anaD individual1nd1Y14ual before askingaltiDSAltos b1hiehishide question and the questionque.tionquetion. diddid-
not

did-
n't

did-
not

did-
n't

did-
not

did-
n'tnot sufficientlyluttioientlr indicateindiaate .what.hathat .was.alal .wanted.ant.dant.dantdanted. . IIt' would hayhave' belDbeenbedbelD-
better

bal-
dpate

been-
better

bee-
feater

been-
better

bee-
featerbetter had the speakerap.aterapaterplatter. suaaed1.414svrraedsavagedscraped. up thrlthrallthree. or01' fourfoUl' generalCln811'& planeplanlplansplan .penpenopenopen-
and

oper-
and

.open-
and

oper-
and

.pen-

aDd
pen-

tadaDdand asked.k.dk.dkd. . the olaeeclassole01.1011. . to'0 decide44edeEdedeEd.& whichwhlohwho oneOD' shouldlhou14 beb . adoptedadop.dadopdadopt,. . There-
wae

Ther-
esa

herThereThere-
was

Hebr-
ews ! II-
wwwas.. insufficient1.uttlo1e.t1uttlo1e.t1uttlo1et.. . taotioalt&ot10altot10altactical& discussion411oU811on of the student'sstudentsItu4entt' . answeraDlw.raDlwrAdler. andand-
the

anth-
em

and-
the

anth-
em

and-
the

anth-
emthe historicalh11tor1oal solutionloluttonColton ,.

solutionIsolution
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A faint attempt to push forward was made onon-

October

m-

onotone

on-

October

m-

onotoneOctober 15 . The attack order asa.sass. issued by the corpscorps-

is

corps-

es

corps-

is

corps-

esis now availableavaila.ble. for study but at that time all wew-

ereceived

pe-

rceived
w-

ereceived

pe-

rceivedreceived wasWa.s. a telephone message , "AttackAttack" at 8508:30830;: . NoN-

ochange

Un-

changed

N-

o/

N-

o
N-

ochange

Un-

changed,// change in order of battalions . BarrageprecedesBarrageBarrage orecedes-precedesprecedesrecedes- you . "

(8)-

A

(8)8( 8)8) 3d Army-
Corps

Ar-mco
Army (8)8( ) We were 8,11811all, set to go but on conference with thethe-

bettalion

tee-

totalism
the-

Corps
he-

ctors
theC-

orpsF.O

theC-

orpsFO

he-
ctorsCorps ,
F.OFO. . #*29-

received

29 battalionbettalion, commanders of the 6th and 11llth11thliltth Infantry we-

had

w-

eald

we-

had

w-

eald

wewe-

had

w-

ealdhad agreedagTeedaged that in the event of no barragebarra.ge. there wouldwould-

be

wou-

ld

would-

be

wou-

ld

would-

be

wou-

ldbe no attempt to advanceadva.nce. . The advance the previousprevious-

day

previo-
us

previous-

day

previo-
us

previous-

day

previo-
usday over this open ground had been too disastrous endandend-

another

en-

dnote
and-

another

an-

dante
end-

another

en-

dnoteanother attempt was boundoundSound to be unsuccessful unlessunless-

careful

unes-

corted
unless-

careful

unes-

corted
unless-

careful

unes-

cortedcareful preparations were made . Zero hour approachedapproached-

and

approach-

ed
approached-

and

approach-

edand no barrage was furnished . All battalionsba.ttallonsbattallons. of bothboth-

regiments

both-

regiments

both-

regimentsregiments stood fast . Report of our decisions was mademad-

eto

madd-

est

mad-

eto

madd-

est

mad-

eto

madd-

estto regimentqlregimentq.lregimental. .enda.ndand brigade headquarters anda.nd. fortunatelyfortunately-

they
fortunat-

ely
fortunately-

they
fortunat-

ely
fortunately-

they
fortunat-

elythey were in accord with us .

COJOaNT-

The

Coman-

che

COMbhNT-

The

OOlOCTTCOJOaNTCOMbhNTWoodlotConjointCombOOlOCTT-

TheThe decision of the battalion to disrega.rddisregarddisregard-

an

disrega.rd-

an

disrega-
rd

.
an order wasWB.SWBSBS. an importantimportant and dangerous one to makemake.-

They

make-

They

mar-

ket
.

They ( the battalionba.ttalion. commanders ) believed that theythey-

understood

they-

understood

they-

understoodunderstood existing conditions better than those whowh-

oissued

ho-

isted
wh-

oissued

ho-

isted
wh-

oissued

ho-

istedissued the order . The battalion commanders were willingwilling-

to

willin-
gto assume the responsibility . The higher commanderscommander-

slikewise

comma-
ndeers

commander-

slikewise

comma-
ndeers

commander-

slikewise

comma-
ndeerslikewise relied on their judgment . There is no tellingtelling-

exactly
tell-

ing
telling-

exactly
tell-

ing
telling-

exactly
tell-

ingexactly what would have occurredoocurred iiff the attack had been-

made

Ben-

nie
been-

made

Ben-

nie
beenbeen-

made

Ben-

niemade , but it was evident that heavy casualties wouldwould-
and

outla-
nd

would-
an

woul-
d

would-
and

outla-
nd

wouldand-

have
outla-

ndandand-
have

land-
grave

an dd-

have
h-

avehave resulted ti probably very little gain obtained .

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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,0n0n,.On
... . . .October. .

16 ," pursuant to III CorpsOorpsOops orders-

the

orde-
rs

ordersorders-

the

orde-
rs

3," " ' ' ' '-- ' ' ' ' . . ."' . . .. .. . . .. .. ., _ . . ' . . . . . . . , . . .. . . . . . . . -- . . .. . . . .".. . " . , . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . ,. .. .00.. .-

0410XR

the division was ordered to hold its present positionposition-

and

position-

ed
position-

and

position-

ed
position-

and

position-

edand consolidateoonsolidate for defense preparatory to anotherFA-

a1M.t

anotheranother-

15.
- - - - - -15-15- 15-

M
1-

5w
- ._ _ . ._ ._ .__. _
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. .arar.- . SIR..RtRtlRattle.l . .;".AA. .-

Aadvance

a-

valanche

- " . . .
. - ,. . _ . .OO"I"v.OOIvOOIv. : ,. .

. " " , . . . . . . . .- . . - . . - . . " .- .__
:. . . ,_ " "' I' ' . . . .

.

(9)9( ) P.OPOF.OFO. . 3030-
PC

, advance . (9)9( ) The 1stlstlast Battalion moved from its positionposition-

close

positi-
onal

position-

close

positi-
onal

position-

close

positi-
onal

PC 3d ArmyArmy-
Cor

Arm-co
Army-

Corps
Ar-mco
Army-

Conse
Bar-yons
Army-

Conser

Bar-
yons
CorCoraCorps'> 88J,.J.., close behind the 3d BBattalionttalionstallion to a position on the hillhillf-

rom
hi-

ll
hillf-

rom
hi-

ll
hillf-

rom
hi-

ll/" /,.

" .tt.!1v-rr- " - "
.

,/ from which the attack startedstaI'tedstaItedstated' on the 14th . The sta.ltingstaltingstakingsaltingsta.lting-

out
salti-

ng
staking-

out
staki-

ng
staking-

out
staki-

ng
.

I _
.-

IIII
'

\\ out of trenches on the forward slope for us to occupyoccupy-

was

occu-
py

occupy-

was

occu-
py

occupy-

was

occu-
py

.
was started by the enengineersineersdiners but on my objection to thethe-

brigade

he-

rring
the-

brigade

he-

rring
the-

brigade

he-

rringbrigade ," we were finally authorized to take positionposition-

on

positio-

non the reverse slope . This placed us out of directdirect-

observation

direct-

observation

direct-

observationobservation from the enemy positions to the northwestnorthwest.-

The

northwest-

The

Northw-
est

.

The 3d Battalion was moved into a reserve position inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe Bois de CunelCuneICounselCue and the 2d Battalion took over thethe-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reonfront line .

On October 20 , the 1st BattalionEattalion moved forwardforward-

and

forwar-

ded

forward-

and

forwar-

ded

forward-

and

forwar-

dedand took over the front line posipositpositiontionion from the 2d Ea.t-Ea.tBat-BatEatEa.-

ttalion

Exa-

ltation

Ba-

ttalion

BatBa-

ttalion

. ¬-

taliontalon and also that Dartpart of the llth11thlilt Infantry sector-

west

secto-

red
sector-

west

secto-

red
sectorsector-

west

secto-

redwest of the woods . The llth11thlilt Infantry was being con-
.s

con-
s

con-

solidated

con-concon5solida-

ted

-
.ss..-

ssolidated
a-

ssociated
5-

solidatedsolidatedfoliated at this time in front of the Bois de RappesRapesde1Rappesde1Rappes-

for
111-

1for

A-

for
A-

fore

RappesA-

for
Rap-

esfor an assault on those woods .

Pursuant to a telephone message from brigadebrigade-

on

briga-
deon the latela.te. .afternoona.fternoon of the 20th ," I was directed toto-

send

to-

ssed

to-

send

to-

ssed

to-

eend

t-
endsend a . strong combatcomba.t. patrol of one compa-nycompanycompanycoma- up the AndonAnonAndon-

Oreek

Land-

owner

Andon-

Creek

Endo-

crine

Andon-

Creek

Endo-

crineOreekCreekReek ravine to BanthevilleBathe and a small demonstrationdemonstration-

work

demonstrat-

ion
demonstration-

group

demonstra-
ting

demonstration"grou-

p

demonstrationgrou-

p

demonstratin-
g/grOUPgrOUP/" group to work along the western edge of Bois de la1ala-

Pultiere

la-

valiere(10)10( ) 3d ArmyArmy-
Corps

Ar-mco
ArmyC-

orpsOct

Pultiere-
Oorp

Ulter-
ior

PultierePulpier and Bois de'RappeedeRappeedrapede'nappesRappesnapesRapes . (10)10( ) This latter group-

was

Group-

Wise

group
OorpCorpsCorps ," "

OotOctBoot . 2020,-

1918p

201-

918p

," was to attract the attention of the enemy to thethe-

eastern

th-

eater
the-

eastern

th-

eater
the-

eastern

th-

eater
1918 ,
p 15I-

t

1-

5Pultiere

15 eastern edge of BanthevllleBanthevl11eBantheville whilewhilethewhile-thethe.the/the-./ company rushedrushed-

the

rush-
ed

rushed-

the

rush-
ed

rushed-

the

rush-
edthe town from the west . I issued the necessaryneoessary ordersorders-

to

orde-
rs

orders-

to

orde-
rs

orders-

to

orde-
rsto the group oororcommandersoomnandershandershandlers at the battalionbatt'alion' PP.OPO. OC . whichwhich-

was

whi-

ch
which-

was

whi-

ch
which-

was

whi-

chwas locatedlooatedlooted in a sort of natural oavecaveSoave , just north ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe Romagne-CunelRomagneCunelRomanceCounsel- road . Arrangements were made to havehave-

a

hav-

e
. . . aM.kMkIgnM.kLignum. .

.
. .8signal. .IgnSign

. !. . A. . .
.aa..a.Xftd. ,./.Xftd.Xftd/. .;, .

,t ."ll"J.JJJJ.J.J'lwe. E -.J'lwe.Jlwe.J'lweJlweJulesLowe-.. .!'1.eJ.e.j'D.11eJejD.11eJejD1.:. ,. .'Jjo-llowJjollowJolow-. 03le4. .bQbQ.hyhy. ,.". .aa., . . " .gy/gygyRyfireA/ . Ry-fir-eARyfireA.. . .-.'U4- ..- .I\.I.1I11I1.. .I-

w

\' * 'VItlVItl-Vital' ' '
. . . .

. . . . . , . .. . .. . - -
: ,. .. ..,... , ' . . ." . . . . , . . . .. . . . .. w " -

when the town had been securedseouredsoured . Upon report of this-

16

this-

16

thisthis1-

6r| -16-16-16--
r

1-
6

r-16-

1

16-

r

16-
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,pignalsignalpineal by our OO.P'eO.PeOPeO.FleOFleOPECOle. P '' e , the remainder of the battalionbattalion-

would

battal-
ion

battalion-

would

battal-
ion

battalion-

would

battal-
ionwould immediatelyimitledia.telyimitlediatelyiimnediatelylimited: . a.ctvactvacv.advancea.avsnceaavsnce. ncenice over the open groundgro"WldgroWldgrowled" toto-

Eantheville

to-

Bantheville

to-

BanthevilleEanthevilleBanthevilleFeatherlessBathe . Shortly aftera.fter. darkda.rk. the groups moved outout.-

A

out-

A

ot-
A

.

A few shots to the northeast along theedgehedgethe , edgeed e of thethe-

woods

She-

rwood

the-

woods

She-

rwood

the-

woods

She-

rwoodwoods were heard not so long aftera.fter. the pa.trolpatrol.. hadha.d. movedmoved-

out

mov-

ed
moved-

out

mov-

ed
moved-

out

mov-

edout . In about forty-fivefortyfive- minutes the OO.P'eO.PeOPeO.PIEOPIEOPECPIE. P ' a reportedreportedn-

umerous

repo-
rted

reportedn-

umerous

repo-
rted

reportedn-

umerous

repo-
rtednumerous red and green signalssiynalsspinals, from BanthevilleBathe andan-

dvicinity
in-

dicant
an-

dvicinity
in-

dicantvicinity . Something was evidently wrong . Our roupsgroupsgroups-

could

gro-
ups

groups-

could

gro-
upscould not have madema.de. that distancediste.ncedistence. in that time . NoN-

oattempt

O-

aten
N-

oattempt

O-

aten
N-

oattempt

O-

atenattempt was made by the remainderrea1ainder of the battalionbatta.lion. toto-

a.dva.nce

to-

advance

T-

orrance

to-

advance

T-

orrancea.dva.nceadva.nceadvance. . . ShortlShortlyShortlyy thereaftertherea.fter. two men fromfro-infroin- the patrolpatrol-

on

patr-
olon the right reported back . They had been ambushedambushed-

a.long

ambus-

hed
ambushed-

along

ambus-

hed
ambushed-

along

ambus-

heda.longalong. the edge of the woodswoods . These two men were thethe-

only

tho-

rnily

the-

only

tho-

rnily

the-

only

tho-

rnilyonly ones that escaped .. The company advancing up thethe-

creek

th-

ere
the-

creek

th-

ere
the-

creek

th-

erecreek vallallvalleyey madema.de. no progress . They were met byby-

machinegun

by-

machinegun

by-

machine-gun

b-
ymachine

g-un b-

ombazinemachine-gunmachinegun- fire ," saw the signalsi TIalTAilal lights and continuedcontinued-

on

continu-
edon their way towardtowaxd BanthevilleBanthevil1eBathe .. The compajiycompSDYcompanycomps concommandercommande-

rreported

comma-

ndeered

commande-

rreported

comma-

ndeered

nderendernder-

reported

unde-

rreportedreported that there appeared to be considerable machinemachine-

guns

mach-

ine
machine-

guns

mach-

ine
machine-

guns

mach-

ineguns .a.ndand. enemy to the south and southwest of the towntown-

and

Town-

send

town-

and

Town-

send

town-

and

Town-

sendand that it was evident the place could not be securedsecured-

by

secur-
ed

secured-

by

secur-
ed

secured-

by

secur-
edby any surprise attack .

POTENTOOMMENTOOALENTCOMMENTWOOLENPOTENT-

A

OOMMENT-

A

OOALENT-

A

POTEN-

T

COMMEN-

T

WOOLE-

NA system by which the enemy could listen inin-

on

n-

on

in-

on

n-

on

in-

on

n-

onon our conversation must have existed . The rapidityrapidity-

with

rapid-
ity

rapidity-

with

rapid-
ity

rapidity-

with

rapid-
itywith which they met this situation was exoeptionalexceptionalexceptional.-

Prison

exceptional-

Prison

excepti-
onal

.

Prisonersere from the right group might have discloseddisclosed-

this
disclos-

ed
disclosed-

this
disclos-

ed
disclosed-

this
disclos-

edthis information but I doubt if sufficientsuffioient time hadhad-

elapsed

han-

dclaps
had-

elapsed

han-

dclaps
had-

elapsed

han-

dclapselapsed to relay, this information back to Bantheville-

r

Bantheville0-

0

BanthevilleBathe .

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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on the . front . On the afternoon of the 2l8t21st the 11th-

Infantry
llth11thlilt

Infantry securedseouredsoured the Bois dedde.RappesdeRappesdrapesRappesRapes."brilliantPbrilliant. RappesRapes by a brilliant'-
f

brilliantP/'
'ff' <
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v-/vv(-
11)

V-/

(11)11( ) 5th DivDiv.-

Histp

Div-

Histp
Di-

vest
.. SUI'prSUIprSirsurprise' iseipse aattacktta.ckttacktack. . (11)11( ) Plans were in motion to capturecapture-

BBntheville

capture-

Eantheville

capture-

Bantheville
HistHeist . ,
P 10-

4lIs

104-

(11a

104104-

3d

BBnthevilleEanthevilleFeatherless by a flank attack of the 6th Infantry fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe west when word came that a brigade of the 90th90th-

Division

90th-

Division

90th-

DivisionDivision would relieve our brigade on the ''

ni5htnightni ht ofof-

October

s-

ootier
of-

October

s-

ootier
of-

October

s-

ootier(11a11a( lIsleis . ) 3d ArmyIArmyArm-
ycorpsAr-mco

ArmyArmy-

CorpsFO

Ar-
mco

I' October 21-222122- . ( llalIela. ) (12)12( ) The uniteunits of the 90th90th-

Division

90th-

Division

90th-

DivisionCorpsFOCorpsCorCoracorpsp s ,
FFO0 3535)3535)-

Par
35-

Par
,) Division began arrivingaIriving at about midnight . FollowingFollowing-

the

Followi-
ngPar . 21c2/c2c/ ( c ) ,

21rOctoctyoctocty-

5th
c (. the relief of the machine-gunmachinegunmactiine-gunmactiinematinee- companycOlnpany I gladly turnedturned-

over

turtled-

ove
turned-

over

turtled-

ove
turned-

over

turtled-

ove
(12)12( ) 5th DivDiv.R-

ecordsFO

DivR-

ecordsFO

Dir-
ectors

.

RecorRecordRecords.ss. , over the comicomiccommandnd of this sector to the new battalionbattalionc-

ommander

batta-
lion

battalionc-

ommander

batta-
lion

battalionc-

ommander

batta-
lion

FO 61)6161)-
p

61##61-

p
,)

p 13-

5surprise

135 commander andLhRandolphand Lhdeparted' : -. for the regimental P.OPOP.CPC. . toto-

report
t-

orpor
to-

report
t-

orpor
to-

report
t-

orporreport the relief completedcOAnpletedcoaipletedchapleted .

Rifle companiescofipanies were relieved first andand-

proceed.ed

ha-

ndpicked

and-

proceeded

An-

dromeda

and-

proceeded

An-

dromedaproceed.edproceeded. to the vicinity of NF.lntNFlntFlintNnntiljoisNanti1Jois. 1Jois . The machine-machinemachine-

gun

machi-

ne
machine-

gun

machi-

ne
machine--

gun

machi-
ne

gu-
n

-

gun companycompa.ny. was relieved lastlast.L-

ESSORS

lastL-

ESSORS

ass-
essors

.

LESSOLESSLESSONSS ANDA14D CONCLUSIONSCONCLUSION-

SIn

Conclusio-
nsIn the above narrativenarra.tive. the main importantimportant-

lessons

impo-
rtant

important-

lessons

impo-
rtant

important-

lessons

impo-
rtantlessons to be learned are as follows :

1 . ConControltroltroll of uniZuniunitste iiss highly easeneaseessentialtia1 forfor-

complete

fo-

rcible
for-

complete

fo-

rcible
for-

complete

fo-

rciblecomplete success in battle . Thele larger the commandcommand-

the

comma-

nd

command-

the

comma-

nd

command-

the

comma-

ndthe more difficult control becomesbecomeabecome . In reality thethe-

half
h-

eal
the-

half
h-

eal
the-

half
h-

ealhalf squad or squadsqua.d. is the largest group thattha.t. cancan-

actually

con-

naturally

can-

actually

con-

naturally

can-

actually

con-

naturallyactually be under direct control or supervision of oneone-

indiv1dual

on-

eindividual

on-

eindividualindiv1dualindividual . For this reason I believe in combatcomba-

ttra1ning

comba-

ttraining

const-

raining
comba-

ttraining

const-

rainingtra1ningtraining in small groups of five or six men . TheTh-

edispersion

He-

adspring
Th-

edispersion

He-

adspring
Th-

edispersion

He-

adspringdispersion or distances between Individuals of thethe-

group

ther-

eupon

the-

group

ther-

eupon

the-

group

ther-

eupongroup during combat to be that deemed necessarynecessa.ry. by thethe-

group

ther-

eupon

the-

group

ther-

eupon

the-

group

ther-

eupongroup 1leadereaderdeader . The group may all advanceadvanoe bunohedbunchedbunohe-

dtogether

bunched-

together
bun-

ched
bunched-

together
bun-

chedtogether or there may be extended intervals betweenbetwee-

nindividuals

betwee-

nindividuals

betwee-

nindividualsindividuals accordingacoording to the nature of the terrain andand-

the

anth-

em

and-

the

anth-

em

and-

the

anth-

emthe local100al combat conditionsoonditioneconditioned .
' . . . . .YNYN. .. ft. . . It.rr. . . .. . . ... . ... .. . .'{ 7 .rrr 7.M.b7-7M.b77.M.b77Mb77.M.b7-

r
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10 ,"" .In.mY.IPInmY.IPInmYIPJimmy.in.wyactualin.wyactualinwyactualinstinctual.,. __. ualdual combatoombat experience and also inin-

many

un-

manly

In-

many

Un-

manly

. . . , ..to .- . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. ._ .-. " " . " .
' . . . , . n... '. '. _ . .

many large maneuvers and combatoombat praotloepracticeprattlepraopro ticetrice
.tftf ' .exexexerciexerciseexeroi'eeirexeroieeireerier.o1ro1. :.'abs' fB---wfBw. . - - ... ,'., ", '. .-. . .'. - .
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since

s-

ince
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linossincelimos the pastP&ltPltPelt& war , I believe that the units wouldwould-

M
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d

'' ;'!: ' .... . , . . .
. . .

_
. . .'I'CJICJIC'.' .: '

.-MM- "rr" '1( . . .
" ' .oJoJ " " - : .n.fJn.fJnfJnJ jj't\'t\'tt\'t"i'\ . ."( .,: .. _

.."ii'" , ."-.-* .. ..
.

_. ..,." .101101.(f. ... ..11 '' -W.& Q '_
.

.tItI..tI.v(( .tt,../ L" Y. .IiMiIiMiIii. { y", -.v.v.-U :?+.ff. 1fMY M.1rTIPy
_. . .. _

'

hr fifw. 7r. w My.-' aft "':-.-.,71iWW"'?W :; ,+ + c:M.IMIW:N b1". .'
,.,:4Mf4Mf.:'., (,.:'h



, .-. .. . . . . . . .
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. .44. *\'ri5r'ri5rri5r\'ri5r-

have

' %
' 1 -

have had better control and would have accomplishedaccomplishe-

dtheir

accomplis-
hed

accomplishe-

dtheir

accomplis-
hed

accomplishe-

dtheir

accomplis-
hedtheir missions with far greater success if the methodmethod-

of
meth-

od

method-

of
meth-

od

method-

of
meth-

odof group fighting had been used .

2 . The methods to be employed in reducingreducinge-

nemy
reduc-

ing
reducinge-

nemy
reduc-

ing
reducinge-

nemy
reduc-

ingenemy strong points varyva.ry. with eachea.ch. particular situationsituation.-
In

situation-
In

situatio-
n

.

In the attack of October 14 the advadvancece of our brigadebrigade-

was

briga-
de

brigade-

was

briga-
de

brigade-

was

briga-
dewas to be made directly through open ground exposedexposed-

throu

expo-
sed

exposed-

throughout

exposed-

throughoutthrouthouthroughouthoutshout to enemy observation and fire . The woodedwoode-

dareas

wooden-

wares

woode-

dareas

wooden-

wares

woode-

dareas

wooden-

waresareas on the flanks of this open terrain were known toto-

be

t-
oe

to-

be

t-
oe

to-

be

t-
oebe strongly held . The plan of attacka.ttack. waswa.s. basedba.sed. uponupon-

the
Po-

nte

upon-

the
Po-

nte

upon-

the
Po-

ntethe supposition that a drive through the open area , in-

coordination

in-

subordination

inin-

coordination

in-

subordination

in-

coordination

in-

subordinationcoordination with more or less of a holding attackattack-
upon

atta-
ck

attack-
upon

atta-
ck

attack-
upon

atta-
ckupon the wooded areasarea.s. , would cause these areas to fallfall.-

Actually
fall-

Actually

falla-

ciously
.

Actually the wooded areas were so strongly defended on-

the

M-

onte

onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe flanksfla.nks. that the attackatta.ck. over the open ground failedfailedB-

.nd
fail-

ed
failed-

and
fail-

ed
failed-

and
fail-

edB.ndBndandBand. the supposed holding or frontal attack actually WasWa-

sable

Was-

hable

was-

able

was-

hable

was-

able

was-

hableable to makema.ke. better progress .

As a company commander in combat , I waswa-

snaturally

wa-

snaturally

wa-

snaturallynaturally not aware of the tactical maneuver we werewere-

scheduled

were-

scheduled

were-

scheduledscheduled to make in this caseoaseoases . I do remember , howeve-

rthat

howe-
ver

however ,

that we thought our pa-rtpartpextpartext- in advancing across this openope-

nterrain

pen-

etrating

ope-

nterrain

pen-

etrating

ope-

nterrain

pen-

etratingterrain was decidedly wrong . The casualtiesoasualties and thethe-

failure
h-

ealer
the-

failure
h-

ealer
the-

failure
h-

ealerfailure to make any appreciable advanceadvanoe certainly-

sustained
certa-

inly
certainlycertainly-

sustained
certa-

inly
certainly-

sustained
certa-

inlysustained our conclusionsoonclusions .

I believe thoroughly in the isolation ofof-

strong

of-

fspring

of-

strong

of-

fspring

of-

strong

of-

fspringstrong points by maneuver on the flanks . However , this-

maneuver
ti-

sane
thisthis-

maneuver
ti-

sane
this-

maneuver
ti-

sanemaneuver should take place some distancedistanoe on the flankflank-

it
flan-

k
,

it should not passpaBsaBs in close proximityprox1mity to the enemyenem-

yposition

enem-

yposition

enem-

ypositionposition unless some coveredoovered or defiladed ground exists .
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though somewhat removed is quite effective and willwill-

save

wi-

lls
will-

save

wi-

lls
will-

save

wi-

llssave excessive losses to attacking troops .

3 . The employment of machine guns toto-

in1

to-

initially
o-

riental
to-

initially
o-

rientalin1initiallytia.1lytia1ly. support our advance was decidedly poorpoor.-

This

poor-

This

Por-
tia

.

ThiThaiThiss waswa.s. due to our lack of experience in the properprope-

rutilization

prope-

rutilization

prope-

rutilizationutilization of machine guns . The machine gunun pIa.toonspIatoonsplatoonspIa.toons-

followed

platoons-

followed

plat-
oons

platoons-

followed

plat-
oons

.

followed our support companies and actuallya.ctually. were of nono-

use

M-

ouse

no-

use

M-

ouse

no-

use

M-

ouseuse to us .

4 . The lack of forward .artillerya.rtillery observersobservers-

and

observ-
ers

observers-

and

observ-
ers
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