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1.1. INTRODUCTION.--TheINTRODUCTION.TheINTRODUCTION.TileINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION.INTRODUCTION . --TileTile- - general features of thethe-

brief..e

th-

ereof. .br.lefl.aki.8Qkbrleflaki.8Qkbrleflaki8Qk.brte.r..att.brterattbutterfat. brief..ebriefebriefed.: . . . _ . LJ-.9.qkLJ9.qkLJ.9.qk9qk-, . . qk I propose to analyzenLplJ'zenLplJzenelyzeNellyz : ' , constitutec : : ns :11ti+: tutetotetutee generallyzenerallyenerallygenerally-

a

enerally-
a

generall-
y

. " " .w.w. .. . , .
. ." '" ' '; ' ' '' '

a study of a special type of operation , specifically ,

that of mountain warfare.warfarewarfare.-

The

warfa-
re

.

The uprisinguprisinEpristine ; of V/azirVazirWazirairWaxier/ tribesmentribesme datesdBtesdebates back to

1919 and came about as a natural result of the WorldWorld-

War

Wo-
rld

World-

War

Wo-
rld

World-

War

Wo-
rldWar andB.ndBndBand. anti-BritishantiBritishan ti-BritiBriBrie- tisOtis }' propagandapropaprop andaWanda by the DohevikDohevikG-

overnment

DoJLoaDJ] sheviksheikshevik-

Government

* h vikvivik-

GovernmentGovernment at Moscow.Moscowlos: cow.cow. (1)1( ) SinceSl ce 1919 intermittentintermittent-

revolts
intermi-

ttent
intermittent-

revolts
intermi-

ttent
intermittent-

revolts
intermi-

ttentrevolts have continued , fosteredfostereJ largely by tribaltribal-

jealousies

tribal-

jealousies

tribal-

jealousiesjealousies , envy of party chieftains , anda.nd. the arrogantarrogan-

tattitude
arro-

gant
arrogan-

tattitude
arro-

gant
arrogan-

tattitude
arro-

gantattitude of the tribesmen as Individuals.IndividualsIndividuals.I-

nuring
Individ-

uals
Individuals.-

During

Individ-
uals

individuals.-

Luring
individ-

uals
.

InuringDuringLuring FebruaryF'ebruary' and archMarch1!,! 1937 , the situationtuatlontalons1 inin-

Waziristan

in-

Wazirlstan

in-

WaziristanWaziristanWazirlstanAzuriteWails had deteriorated as the result of propagandapropaganda-

by

propagan-

daby the FaqirFair of IpiIplTipiPl , a tribal chief.chief. As a result addiaddi-Addisadd-

itional

add-

itional

add-

itional

¬-

tionaltonal troops of the 1stIs t Division had been sent to NorthNorth-

Waziristan.

North-

Wazirlst

Nort-

hwesters

North-

Waziristan.Waziristan.WaziristanWazirlst.AzuriteWailsn.n. fartart of this division , the 1stis t ( AbbottabadAbbott )

Infantry brigade , was locatedlocated' ' at DrmdllDrmdilDirndl ( Map No.NoNo.2)No.2No2. 2)2) .

During this period tribesmen had on several occasoccas-Orcasoccas-

ions

occas-

ions

occas-

ions

¬-

ions indulged in acts of hostility , such as sniping ofof-

camps

oc-

eans

of-

campa

O-

xfam

of-

camps

oc-

eanscampscampacamp or determined attacks on pickets.pickets. Several hundredhundred-

tribesmen

underd-

etermines

hundred-

tribesmen

underd-

etermines

hundred-

tribesmen

underd-

eterminestribesmen were knownknokeno m to be gathered in the Lower KhaisOraIhaisOraKaiserDiasporaKhaisOra-

Valley

IhaisOra-

Valley

Khaisora-

Valley

{

Valley , a few miles southeast of DamdllDamdi1DamdilArmadilloDandily , ready to seizeseize-

any

sei-
ze

seize-

any

sei-
ze

seize-

any

sei-
zeany opportunity for hostile enterprise.enterpriseenterprise.-

At

enterpri-
se

.

At this time , the action of troops was confined toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe problem ofr camp protection and the protection of thethe-

main

Ath-

enian

the-

main

Ath-

enian

the-

main

Ath-

enianmain lines of communication.communicationcommunicatlon.communicatlon. Airplanes were used to aa-

limited

l-

imited

a-

limited

l-

imited

a-

limited

l-

imitedlimited extent In reconnaissancereconnaissance.reconnaissance.-

The

reconnaissan-
ce

*.

The 1stlot ( AbbottabadAbbott ) Infantry Brigade ( reinforced )

was commandedOO= lndedandedlandedbanded by01 BrigBrig.*. General R.D.RD. . insklpInsk1pInskipMinskIslip and consistedconsisted"-

I'

consisted-

I

consiste-

d

- - - - - - - - ------- - --
1
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of the following troops : (2)2( )

Strengthstrstar ngthnthngth-
J

nt-
h

. .
. 1st14t.14tJ t..So-utht..SouthRutht..South'llletSouthllle. . SouthS'o'utt1Soutt1,'

-' : Holes\'llle'lllellle'viesvies'!\ ' EorJerersBordereraLorderersPerjurersBordererBorderersEorJerers-
a

Perjurer-
s

, 16001600-
a. . " '. . . ' 0

.. .. . . _ n . . . " - ' '_
( a regimentregiment of Lnfantryinfantrytnfantenant try )

2nd2n Battalion , 5th Royal GurkhaDurham RiflesHiflesChiles 500500-
1st

500-
1st

500-

is1stis t BattalionBattalio , 6th GurkhaDurham Rifles 500500-
2nd

500-
2nd

500-
2rld2nd2rld Battalion , 6th GurklGurK'tfAGurKtfACurkhrURLCur: ' r.r. Rifles 500500-
13th

500-
13tJ.

500-
13tJ

500-
13th13th13tJ.13tJ. Dr-1-JoniDr1Joni(-)( TrrJoniDCY'J,1niDCYJ1niTarragon' ,, ) fountain.ountaainountaain: ,

':. .ountaainBattery- Batteryattery-Battery.- , R.A.RA. . ( estimestimate ) 100100-
15th

100-
15th. ' 15th.15th. JhelumJb.elumJbelum(3'helum3helumHeliumBellum( ' . ) Mountainountai.nountainfountain. BatteryBatter r , R.C.RCR.R. S-SSestir.Bestir_- . ( estiiestirestir.estbestir:. ,. ) __ 100100-

Total
. . . ' " - . . . "

Total 33003300-

country2.2. TERRAIN--TheTERRAINTheTERRAIN.--rrheTERRAIN.rrheTERRAIIT.TherheaTERRAIIT.TERRAIITTERABIT *. --TheThe- - country in the area is extremelyextremely-

rugged

extre-
mely

extremely-

rugged

extre-
mely

extremely-

rugged

extre-
melyrugged and difficult.difficultifflcult.ifflcultc'c' if fi culcull t.t. IheTheHe features at Ring Contour ,

Point 4641 , and Point 4792 ( See Mop11apJ! p No.Noro.ro. 2)2) are higherhigher-

than

hig-
her

hhigher-

than

hig-
her

gherhergher-

than

hea-

rththan any groundgrouldgould: to the immediate south.south. However , thethe-

country

he-

ronry
the-

country

he-

ronry
the-

country

he-

ronrycountry lying between these points and the mainmeinmien roadroad-

consists

rac-

coons
road-

consists

rac-

coons
road-

consists

rac-

coonsconsists of a series of low ridges covered with heavyheavy-

scrub
he-

avy
heavy-

scrub
he-

avy
heavy-

scrub
he-

avyscrub , andIDldIdled intersected by numerous small ravines withwith-

ateep
wi-

thal
with-

steep

with-

stood

with-

steep

with-

stoodateepsteep and scrub-coveredscrubcovered- sides affording abundant covercover-

for

cov-
er

cover-

for

cov-
er

cover-

for

cov-
erfor an enemy.enemy. Air reconnaissance on March 28 , 1937 ,

of this area , revealed no indication of any concealedconcealed-

tribesmen.

conc-
ealed

concealed-

tribesmen.

conc-
ealed

concealed-

tribesmen.

conc-
ealedtribesmen.tribesmen. (3)3(3)-

II.

3-

II

(3)-

II.

3-

II

(3)-

II.

3-

II

( )

II.II. PLANPLAKPAK OF ATTACKATTACK--BRITISHATTACKBRITISH- -BRITISH

3.3. BRITISH PLAKPLANPAK OF MARGEMARCEMARCHMACE 29 , 1937.19371937.--1be1937.1be1937.1be1937.The1937The. --TheThe- - The troops atat-

Damdil

A-

dam
at-

Demdil

w-

atermill

at-

Damdil

A-

damDamdilDemdilDandilyEmil were responsible for opening the RazmafcRazma1DramaRazmaRaman Road twotwo-

or

wo-

oer

two-

or

wo-

oer

two-

or

wo-

oeror three tiresti es a week.week. The sectionsecttonSeton of this road withwith-

which

w-
ith

with-

which

w-
ith

with-

which

w-
ithwhich we are concerned is shown on Map No.NoNo.2.No2.No2No.2.-

On

No2-

On

. 2.22.-

On

2-

On

.

On MarchMarohMarco 29 , 1937 , the sactorsectoractor of the road north ofof-

Damdil

O-

xfam
of-

Damdll

O-

xfam
of-

Damdi

O-

xfamDamdilDamdllDamdiDandilyArmadilloDadl ( not shown on map ) was opened by the 1stlet SouthSouth-

Wales

South-

wards

South-

Walee

So-
uth

South-

Wales

South-

wardsWalesWaleeAlee Borderers supported by the 13th Mountain BatteryBattery-

less
Water-

less

Battery-

les8

Battery-

less
Water-

less( lessles8 one section ) *.

The 1stlet and 2nd Battalions ofot the 6th GurkhaDurham RiflesR1flesRifles-

with

Riff-
les

R1fles-

with

Rifles-

with

Riff-
leswith the 15th MountainMountldnMount BatteryBatter7 were given the task ofot
- - --- - - - ------- -

(2)2(8)8( ) JournalJ rn.lrnlrn. p.p. 33sa
(3)3( ) Journal pp.p. 3434-

j

34-
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opening

O-

pening
. .\. ..\ N.. 4;..,,... .. . :.. . ." ;' ;

. .. . .;;. .= :. :::=. .. _ . .
. . .

....
.
...

-

:I.II-

.opening
.

'W'W' '

opening the roadroaroad for thetie) six miles of the southernsouth ernBern sectorsector-

about

sec-
tor

sectora-

.eou
sec-

tor( -about-a.eoua.eoua'boutaero.' t halfhsl.hsl'j-if'jjif',.&-hl. .oo.of . .T&iTi&JA1.cJA1c. & i9.i9.1s.1s.1s4s.4s4s.-

The

4s-

The

..CJ.h0.1Jn..on.CJh01Jnon.CJh01Jnon.1s.CJ.h0.1Jn..on.1sCJh01Jnon. flhomi.flhomifalchion. . { . . . x. >n . . MapMap.. NoN *-. . . . . 2)2) ., "

The task of protecting the DamdilDandily camp was assignedassigned-

the

assign-
edthe 2nd Battalion of the 5th Royal GurkhaDurham hifles.hiflesRifles.RiflesChileshifles.-

One

Rifles.-

One

hailst-

one

Riffl-
es

.

One sectionssectec tt-ttttoftofur-oro: -;:)n of the 13-th-Mounta13thMountal3.thto'.J..nl3thtoJnl3th-N1o.intatnl3thN1o.intatnl3thN1o.intatnN1ointatnMountl-3.th-l3.thl3.th3th- -. --. to'.J..ntoJnton', . .. ta Intn Battery wwas39 inin-

action

. ; .-

action near DamdilDandily where it was able to afforteffort supportsupport-

in

supporti-

ngin either the north or south sectors.sectorssectors.-

No

secto-
rs

.

No opposition was met by the 1stIs t South Wales Borderers ,

and the fighting which occurred was confined to the southsouth-

of

sout-
ho

Sou-
thofo f Damdil.DamdilDemdil.DemdilDamdiDandilyEmilDadDamdil.-

The

Demdil.-

The

Demodu-

late

1.11-

.The

1-

The

.

The procedure adopted for the protectionprotect1on of thisthis-

sector
tri-

sect
this-

sector
tri-

sect
this-

sector
tri-

sectsector was varied on each occasion.occasion. The plan on MarchMarch-

29th

March-

29th

March-

29th29th (4)4( ) was as follows :

( a ) The 2nd Battalion of the 6th GurkhaDurham RiflesRifles-

less
Riff-

les
Rifles-

less
Riff-

les
Rifles-

lose

Riff-
les( lesslose one company in brigade reserve ) with the 15th15th-

Mountain

15th-

Mountain

15th-

MountainMountain Battery ( less one section ) was to occupyoccupy-

the

occu-
py

occupy-

the

occu-
py

occupy-

the

occu-
pythe features from Ring Contour westward to Point

4641 ( See overlay No.No. 1 to Map No.NoNO.2)NO.2NO2. 2)2) .

( b ) The 1stlet Battalion of the 6th GurkhaDurham RiflesRifles-

leas
Riff-

les
Rifles-

less
Riff-

les
Rifles-

less
Riff-

les( leasless WA"WA"A-"AA"A""ACompanyACompanyCompany" "- Company and one Machine Gun Section )

was to pass through , moving between Ring ContourContour-

and

Contou-

red

Contour-

and

Contou-

red

Contour-

and

Contou-

redand AsadASA KhelHeel , and secure the road up to milestone

52 ( See Overlay No.NoNo.1No1. 1 , to Map No.NoNo.2)No.2No2. 2)2) .

(0)0( c ) "A"A"A." ". Company and one section of machine gunsguns-

were

gna-

wer

guns-

were

gna-

wer

guns-

were

gna-

werwere to be brought up fromtromtromp DamdilDandily asa8 soon as thethe-

first
th-

eirs
the-

first
th-

eirs
the-

first
th-

eirsfirst objectivesobjeotives had been securedsecured.secured.-

Cd

secured-

.d

secure-

d
*.

Cd( d ) No troops.weretroopsweretroop..weretroopweretroopstrooper.
. to move south ofot the KhaisoraKaiserKhaisora-

River

KhalHalKhaisora-

River

oraCoraora-

River

so-

rrierRiver on March 29.29.

-- --- - - --- - -- - - 4w-4w4-

w(4)

4-

w4

-- -

(4)4( , ) Journal p.p. 3434-
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4.4. INITIAL CONDUCT OF BRITISH UNITS.UNITSUNITS.--TheUNITS.TheUNITS. - -The 2nd2nd-

.Battalion

2n-

dBattalion

2nd11-

I1

. _..BattalionBattalionattalion. . . t.ttt. l9! of thet e 6th Ghurkha Rifles ( less one company ) ,

left camp at 6:00600: AM on toarchlviarchkarchtorcholigarcharch 2929"29," and by 7:25725: AM hadhad-

occupied

han-

dcuffed

had-

occupied

han-

dcuffed

had-

occupied

han-

dcuffedoccupied without opposition Ring Contour and Point

4641 and a forward locality at "W"W"W"W"" " ( See Overlay No.NoNo.1No1. 1 ,

to Map No.NoNo.2)No.2No2. 2)2) . The 15th Mountain Battery ( less one section )

was in position at this tineti1etile , on the nose of the hillhillb-

etween
Hi-

lbert
hillb-

etween
Hi-

lbert
hillb-

etween
Hi-

lbertbetween Ring Contour and Point 4641 ( See Overlay No.lNolNo.1No1. ,

to Map No.NoNo.2)No.2No2. 2)2) *.

The 1stlstlast Battalion of the 6th GurkhaDurham Rifles ( lessless-

detachments

less-

detachments

less-

detachmentsdetachments ) with one section of the 15th MountainMountai-

nBattery

Mou-
ntain

Mountai-

nBattery

Mou-
ntain

Mountai-

nBattery

Mou-
ntainBattery left camp at 630|;* AM.AM. The battalion moved southsouth-

of

Sou-
thof Ring Contour and after passing through the positionspositions-

held

positi-
onsheld by the 2nd Battalion of the 6th GurkhaDurham Rifles ,

prepared to secure their first objective , a ridge runningrunning-

to

runnin-
gto the north of Milestone 5o50l ( See overlay No.NoNo.1No1. 1 , to MapMap-

No.

Man-

go

Ma-

pNo.2)

Ma-

pNo2

Map-

No.

Man-

goNo.NoNo.2)No.2No2. 2)22)e2e2)e-

The

2e-

The

) .

The advance guard of the battalion , commanded byby-

Lieutenant

by-

Lieutenant

by-

LieutenantLieutenant R.R. A.A. L.L. Marks , consisted of one companycompan-

yless

compa-

nies

compan-

yles8

compan-

yless

compa-

nies( lessles8 two platoons ) and one section ofor machine guns.gunsguns.-

At

gu-
ns

guns.-

At

gu-
ns

guns.-

At

gu-
ns

.

At 8:05805: AM the advance guard was moving along thethe-

low

Th-

eo
the-

low

Th-

eo
the-

low

Th-

eolow hills immediately north of the road near X.X. ( SeeSee-

Overlay

Se-

renely
See-

Overlay

Se-

renely
See-

Overlay

Se-

renelyOverlay NoNo.1No1No.No*. 1 , to Map No.NoNO.2)NO.2NO2. 2)22)o2o2)o-

At

2o-

At

) .

At this time heavy fire was opened , fromtromtromp south ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe KhalaoraKhaiaoraKhaieoraHaloHagiographyKaiser River , on the main body of the 1stlet Battalion ,

who were alsoa180 on the hills north of the road , movingmoving-

towards

movi-
egoers

moving-

towards

movi-
egoers

moving-

towards

movi-
egoerstowards the first objectiveobjective.*. The main body was immediaimmedia-immediacyimmedi-

ately

immedi-

ately

immedi-

ately

¬-

telyely and effectivelyettectivelyattentively pinnedp ed to the groundground.*. ( See OverlayOverlay-

No

Overlay-

No.

Overl-
ay

Overlay-

No.1
Overla-

yNo1NoNo.No.1No1*. 1 , to Map NoNo.No.2)No.2No2*. 2)2) *.
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55.5,. FAILURE TO MAKE RECONNAISSANCE.RECONNAISSANCERECONNAISSANCE.--ItItRECONNAISSANCE.It. --ItIt- - It appearsappears-

from

appe-
ars

' . . . ' . . . .. . .. ".. .... . .. . . . , ..... . .. . , .. , . , .

from the route taken , that the British plan was toto-

make

T-

amae

to-

make

T-

amae

to-

make

T-

amaemake sure that the territory along the immediate northnorth-

of

Nor-
th .. .of thetlwlaw RaznakRazmakRankDrama Road was clear by choosingchoosichoosier g, that territoryterritory-
as

territor-
y

L_: .

as a route through which to advance.advance. It also appearsappears-

that

appe-
ars

appears-

that

appe-
ars

appears-

that

appe-
arsthat the BritishBrit sh contemplated no offensiveotfensive action beingbeing-

taken

eigh-

teen
being-

taken

eigh-

teen
being-

taken

eigh-

teentaken by tribesmen south of the KhaisoraKaiser River for thethe-

reason

the-

reupon

the-

reason

the-

reupon

the-

reason

the-

reuponreason that reconnaissance of that area was specificallyspecificallyf-

orbidden
specifi-

cally
specificallyf-

orbidden
specifi-

cally
specificallyf-

orbidden
specifi-

callyforbidden in the original plan of action.actionaction.-

Q.

actio-
n

.

Q.Q. Was a tactical error committed ?

A.A. The principles of reconnaissance and securitysecurity-

as

securit-
yas expressed in Par.Par. 4 , Chapter 4 , Special Text No.No. 13 ,

are as follows !,#

"ReconnaissanceReconnaissanceNReconnalssance" and security becomebecom , of thethe-
utmost

Th-
ermos

the-
utmost

Th-
ermos

the-
utmost

Th-
ermosutmost importance in mountain warfare.warfarewartare.wartare. BecauseBecause-
of

Becau-
seof the excellent observation available to anan-

enemy
a-

nnoy
an-

enemy
a-

nnoy
an-

enemy
a-

nnoyenemy it Is seldom possible to conceal thethe-
movement

th-eorem
the-

movement
th-eorem
the-

movement
th-eoremmovement of any force of appreciable size.sizesize.-

Therefore
size.-

Therefore
size.-

Therefore
.

Therefore , it is necessary to give it everyevery-
protection.

over-
protection

every-
protection.

over-
protection

every-
protection.

over-
protectionprotection.protection. All around security should bebe-
provided

re-
proved

be-
provided

re-
proved

be-
provided

re-
provedprovided both on the march and at halts.haltshalts.-
Security

halts.-
Security

halts.-
Security

.
Security groups should be strong enough toto-
protect

t-orte
to-

protect
t-orte
to-

protect
t-orteprotect themselves.themselves. Surprise must be guardedguarded-

against
gua-

rded
guarded-

against
gua-

rded
guarded-

against
gua-

rdedagainst at all times.times. Units should not bebe-
allowed

be-

llowed
be-

allowed
be-

llowed
be-

allowed
be-

llowed4 allowed to become isolated , unless they areare-
strong

Ar-
mstrong

are-
strong

Ar-
mstrong

are-
strong

Ar-
mstrong .strong enough to defend themselves againstagainst.against-
any

against.-
any

agai-
nst

against-
any

again-stany probable enemy In the vicinityvicinity.*. "

Two methods fortortore providing security for lines ofof-

communication

of-

communication

of-

communicationcommunication in mountains areate. :; 'II
"'

1.1. Escort fortortore supply column.column.

22.2*. Series of posts or combat groups along thethe-

high

he-

ight

the-

high

he-

ight

the-

high

he-

ighthigh ground adjacent to the line.lineline.-

Both

life-

boat

line.-

Soth

lin-
es

line.-

Both

life-

boat

.

BothSothSooth systems uneconomical In use ofot menmen.men-

.The

men-

The

men-

.The

men-

The

*.

The second.econdecond. method has proved most successfulsuocesstul InIn-

operations

In-

corporations

in-

operations

in-

corporations

in-

operations

in-

corporationsoperations by the British in northern IndiaIndia.India.-

Let

Idiol-

ect

India.-

Let

Idiol-

ect

*.

Let us note thatthat.allthatallthat'll. all around security.eourityeourityenormity. should bebe-

provided

re-

proved
be-

provided.

be-

provided.providedprovided.*. The decision4eo1.ion4eo1ion. to forbidtorbidtorpid reconnaissancereoonnaissAnoe southsouth-

of

Sou-

th

south-

of
Sou-

th

south-

of
Sou-

thof the IhaisorabailoraRhaisoraDiasporabailerRaiser! River isAs. thereforetheretore , considered anIn errorerrorf-

rom
err-

or
errort-

l'oJa

errort-

loJa

err-
or

errorf-

rom
err-

or
I

fromtl'oJatloJaLoa' a. tacticaltactioal viewpoint in1n that it prevented all aroundaround-

i

aroun-

d

. . . . . .

.

.

:

:
;
'
. ' 1 .

< :

: :
''; : '

:

:

:
'

.

;
,

:

',
:: ' ,

;-?'
;i * ;

:

.

; :

,

:

'
.
, .

"

,
,

'

/i-ir'XirXiir'XiirXiXiiris-: ' l'\: 1i-1i1i.-

J

1i-

J

*
-

'

'!. / .

J

" %.
"

" - '
:

.JJ. .I.I. ' . f(
'
.
,, , j, . ,

*
0\0r.ctfrctfrcpt\

<

."; ''I"t'r.bItrbThrob' " ,'-. .
j< .' .

"
s'. . ., . . . . :v\vv-f rlv'-I"\rlv'rlvI"Irvrlv'I".e.'- "\"; "

" ' ,\ : ) ' -5-5.e.e-.5-

7

-. .11
.

' . ' .

"
: . . - .

.
. . . .::-:

" ;:-
. '

"
.: .

.
:

-
.

. .

. .

:

:

.
':: .

.

, :
' : :

.<
.

.
:

'

. : ' ':, : .

'

,
:
.

'
.; , : ...

:
.

. ,
: 7.7.

- -:' :
-- ' ::

' ,
'
'
:

. .

'
,

. .

--

"

:
.:-

.
-"":

,

' - '
:

:J.-J.. .

.

.
.

.

.

. .
:
-

.

'
, .

.
.
: ::

- -
.

.

. n.n. ." . . , . . . . . . . . .
- . .

. . . " " . - . . . . . .
. . .



. .._-
. .

----- , , -.- . . ... _- , ----- ..... .- . . .--- --- .._ ..._ '. ... ... .. . .. _---_ .- -w-UPW
_UP .. .MM._ ., ..,, ... . . ._ _.__ . ..._ . .V -***_* -** *-<* " *' v

" . . , . . . . - . . . . ' '' . .. . - . . . . . . . '- ' -' "
.

. . . -.
. - ' .

/vv/,., " . ".. . . .. - ..*..-. >--
.

- MM-

v . .- "< *" ' .
.

.

-'" , '- - -

. . . . . . . <.A . . .
' " ' . ' '' . . . " -

. ..... . .... . ... . . . ... . . . . . .
.
. . , . . , . . . . . _ . . . . .

: : : : :
. . .

; '
, .

" ' :.: : , .... .. .. .... ... ... . . . . . . .
. .

i.i .r.V..MrVMrV.* Mr Cw.wrCwwrCowry wwzww -.rr :.e.e::: : r ;; :;: .w.w;:;:uu-

security

s-

ecurity

; : . : : ; ..::.:::;;::--. .; . . , . TftffTaft:n;.:: f.... ':...:,; ;.:...- _. ..,w.w. . ; . __
_ _ .;.... :..:.. . : . . _:..-; ; . . .

. : . . . .

. . .l-.l.
.l-

.T

_' . :
.. . . : - ' . ::..

' ;;

_ _ . . . . .. . .TT. _ . ... . . . . . ., . . . . "
" - ' , . .

security being establishedeetablishedreestablished for this main body.bodybody.-

We

bod-

y
.

We also note that a unit should not be allowedallowed-

to

allowe-

dto become isolated , unless strong enough to defenddefen-

ditself
effe-

ndis
defen-

ditself
effe-

ndis
. . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . .- . .

. . . ." ' ' " ' "
" ' " ' . . __ _ .44. . . . . . . . .

itself against any probableprobab1 enerryenemyemeryy"'iyiin 'thththe "vlvlvicinity.vicinityvicinity.-

In

vicinit-
y

vicinity.-

In

vicinit-
y

I ii'tyiitycity..

In considering the application of this principleprinciple-

to

princip-
leto the advance guard let us see what took place andand-

then

ant-

hem

and-

then

ant-

hem

and-

then

ant-

hemthen pasrpasspars judgment.judgment.

6.6. ADVANCE GUARD ACACTION..FAULTYACTIONFAULTYACTION.rFAULTYACTIONrFAULTYACTIONABLYTI ON rr. .. FAULTY FORMATIONFORMATION.FORMATION.--WeFORMATION.WeFORMATION.WeFORMATIONFORMATION.W-

emust

Formati-
on

*. --WeWe- -WeW-

emust

E-

mus

W-

emust

E-

musmust recall that at this time the main body was underunde-

rfire

unde-

rlie
unde-

rfire

unde-

rlie
unde-

rfire

unde-

rliefire from points south of the KhaisoraKaiser River.RiverRiver.-

A

River-

A

.

A few moments later the advance guard also camecam-

eunder

cont-

ender

cam-

eunder

cont-

ender

cam-

eunder

cont-

enderunder heavy fire from south of the KhaisoraKhalsoraKaiserHailstorm and almostalmost-

simultaneously

almost-

simultaneously

almost-

simultaneouslysimultaneously tribesmen emerged in considerable numbersnumbers-

from

numb-
ers

numbers-

from

numb-
ers

numbers-

from

numb-
ersfrom the deep wooded ravine , north of and parallel toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe road , and attacked the advance guard.guard. It is1s evidentevident-

from

evid-
ent

evident-

from

evid-
ent

evident-

from

evid-
entfrom results that the enemy attacked with fanaticalfanatical-

fury
fanati-

cal
fanatical-

fury
fanati-

cal
fanatical-

fury
fanati-

calfury and actually closed with the advance guard in handhand-

to

han-

d
hand-

to

han-

dto hand fighting.fighting. The advance guard suffered heavyheav-
ycasualties

heav-
ycasualties

.

casualties , including Lieutenant Marks , the advanceadvance-

guard

adva-
nce

advance-

guard

adva-
nce

advance-

guard

adva-
nceguard commander.commander. The remnants ofot the advance guardguard-

were

guar-

ded

guard-

were

guar-

ded

guard-

were

guar-

dedwere pinned by heavy fire to whatever positionsposition theythey-

happened

they-

happened

they-

happenedhappened to be in , and there defended themselves againstagainst-

further

aga-
inst

against-

further

aga-
inst

against-

further

aga-
instfurther repeated attacks.attacks.

7.7. COMMENT ON PLAN AND CONDUCT OPOF ATTACK ( ADVANCEADVANCE-

GUARD

ADVA-

NCE

ADVADVAN-

CEGUARDIt
Ad-

vance
!NOENOELNO-

EGUARDt.ItGUARDGUARDt.--ItGUARDt.ItGUARD--ItGUARD).-) . --It now appears that the advancedvance guard was allowedallowed-

to

allow-
edto become isolated , and that it1t waswaewade not strong enoughenough-

to

enou-
ghto defenddetenddepend itself against any probable enemy in the vicivici-Vickivici-

nity

vici-

ni

vicin-

ity

vici-

nity

¬-

nityniftyni tr , a seriouse.rloulJv101atlonerloulJv101atloneeriouaviolation.
,
,violation of the tactical principleprinciple.-

f
principle-

x
principl-

e.ff--xx.- .-
fprev1ouI17

f-

prev1ouI17
- x-

previously
p-

reviously
/

previouslyprev1ouI17 expressedexrre.ledexrreledeXpreesedexcreted. , whichWbiehiiehBideDiehl resultedr..ultedrultedruled.. Intn disasterdie.sterdiesterdigester. fortortorefor-

the

fo-

rte

tor-

the

to-
rte

for-

the

fo-

rtethe advanceadv8n4'adv8n4' guardpud.pudspud...." *. (5)5( )

.- .-.---.---.-----.ii.-----
,

(6)6(5)5( IS ) Journal1U'D&l1UDlJ ' & , p.p. 3044,_
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8.8. PRINCIPLE OF SURPRISESURPRISE--ILLUSTRATION.--weSURPRISEILLUSTRATION.weSURPRISE--ILLUSTRATION--WeILLUSTRATION- - ILLUSTRATION.ILLUSTRATION., - -We shallshalln-

ow
shall-

ow
shalln-

ow
shall-

ow
shalln-

ow
shall-

ownow look at this situationsltuation from the viewpoint of thethe-

attackers.

he-

artaches
the-

attac.kers.

he-

artaches
the-

at
thr-

eatattackers.attackersat-tac.kers.attac.kers.attacke.rsstackersattackers.-

Q.

attacker-
s

at-at-tacke.rstackersstackers. . . ._ .

Q.Q. What type of attack was this on the BritishBrltishBritisha-

dvance
Bri-

tish
Brltisha-

dvance
Brati-

slava
Britisha-

dvance
Bri-

tishadvance guard ?

AA.A*. A surprise attack.attackattack.-

We

attac-

k
.

We learn from paragraph 15 , Special Text No.No. 15 ,

the elements of a surprise attack , quotingquoting-

"Surprise

quotin-

gSurprise

quo-
ting

:

"SurpriseSurprise" attacks consist of ambuscades ,
or other sudden blows , made against a hostilehostile-
force host-ile hostile-
force host-ile hostile-
force host-ileforce caught unawares in route column or inin-
some

wi-
nsome

in-
some

wi-
nsome

in-
some

wi-
nsomesome other unsuitable formation.formation. Success inin-
ambuscades

i-ambus
in-

ambuscades
i-ambus
in-

ambuscades
i-ambusambuscades and local attacks is secured by thethe-

suddenness
te-

nderness
the-

suddenness
te-

nderness
the-

suddenness
te-

ndernesssuddenness and rapidity of the blow.blow. The moralmora-
leffect

mo-rale
mora-

leffect
mo-rale
mora-

leffect
mo-raleeffect on the force surprised is overwhelmingoverwhelming-

and
overwhelmi-ngand effectively prevents organized counter-countercounter-

measures.
counter-

measures
counter-

measures.
counter-

measures
counter-

measures.
counter-

measures
-

measures.measures. Conditions which permit attacks ofof-
this

O-
tis

of-
this

O-
tis

of-
this

O-
tisthis natureBaturaNatural result from insufficient reconnaireconnai-reconreconnai-
ssance

reconnai-
ssanae

reconnai-
ssance

reconnai-
ssance

¬-
ssancessanaesane and observation , and from faulty secusecu-ecusec-
urity

sec-
urity

sec-
urity

¬-
rityritzy dispositions on the part of the forceforce-
attacked.

fore-
stalled

force-
attacked.

fore-
stalled

force-
attacked.

fore-
stalledattacked.attacked. "

It appears that the arrogant uncivilized tribesmentribesmen-

were

tribesm-
enwere well aware of what constituted a surprise attack.attackattack.-

The

atta-
ck

attack.-

The

atta-
ck

attack.-

The

atta-
ck

.

The tribesmen were , in this instance , the peer of thethe-

civilized
the-

civilized
the-

civilizedcivilized BritisherBritish , from a tactical viewpoint.viewpoint.

9.9. THREE AIMS OF EVERY ATTACK--ILLU8TRATION--COMMENT.ATTACKILLU8TRATIONCOMMENT.ATTACKILLU8TRATIONCOMMENT.ATTACKILLUSTRATIONCOMMB2COMMENTATTACKATTACK-- -ILLUSTRATION--COMMB2ILLUSTRATIONCOMMB2- ILLUSTRATION - -COMMENT.COMMENTCOMMEN-

T.Let

Comm-
ent

T.T. ..-
Let us further investigate this advance guard action.action.ction.ctionpotions.action.-

Q.

potions-

Q.

actio-
n

potion-

s
.ction.-

Q.

actio-

n

.

Q.Q. What are the three aims ofot every attackattaok?

AA.A*. (1)1( ) To contain or fix the enemy.enemy.

(2)2( ) To direct a decisive blow at a vital area.area.
---(3)3( ) To exert continuous pressurepres8ure againatagainst thatthat-

vital
tac-

tical
that-

vital
tac-

tical
that-

vital
tac-

ticalvital area.areaarea.-

We

areaw-

ay

area.-

We

areaw-

ay

area.-

We

areaw-

ay

.

We must again.gaingain. recall that theth'JthJnth', main body was firedtired onon-

and

na-

nd
on-

and

na-

nd
on-

and

na-

ndand pinned to the ground a. fewte.te. minutes beforebetorebettor the advanceadvan.ceadvance-

guard
adva-

nce
advan.ce-

guard
adva-

nce
advance-

guard
adva-

nce
.

guard was firedtired onOD.ODon.*. In thisthl1 actionaotionabortion , the tribesmentribelmentribesmen-

carried
tribes-

men
tribelmen-

carried
turboel-

ectric
tribesmen-

carried
tribes-

mencarried out the firsttIritiringt$r.r. t' aima of the attackatt.ckattck. byb7 fixingtixingtaxing thethee-

nemy.

He-

nley
the-

en..1.

th-

een1

thee-

nergy.

H-
enryenemy.enemyen..1.en1.en1energy.energy.. . ". . (6)6(6)-

e

6-

e
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The British were 1iimmediatelyTimedlatelyediatelysedately afterward struck in aa-

advance'

a-

advance

a-

dvance

a-

v

. .
.... _ _ . " . . ... . .. 11

_ -,.. ......
_ .... "' ,.-_ ... . - ...-_

. -.II.II-..-

IIScore-- - v 1 ", .LL. 't.t' . r:-.=- '&nene& advance'advancea vance
'

' guard.guard. Score two for the tribes-

men

tribetr1be-tr1betribe-tr1bea-

men.

tr1be-

amen

tribe-

And

Tibe-

tan

¬-

smenamen.amenmen*.

And further , we find our primitive WaziristanWazirlstanAzuriteWails tribtrlb-trlbtrib-tribetrilbytribe-

sman

trlb.-

esman

tribe-

sman

trib-

A

triba-

l

¬-
' "

A. .° . esman.esmanesrnanEastmanBerman. scoring the third ' ana'andand conclusive point by continucontinu-continuacontinu-

ing

continu-

ing

continu-

ing

¬-

ingKing to exert pressure against that vital area.areaarea.I-

V.

are-

a
area.I-

V.

are-

a
area.I-

V.

are-

a

.

IV.IV. CONDUCT OF ATTACK

10.10. OPERATIONS OF 1st1st BATTALION , 6th GURKHA RIFLES-

The

Rife-

st
RIFLES-RIFLESRIFLES.--RIFLES..-RIFLES.-

The

Rife-

st
RIFLES.-

The

Rife-
st

*. -- -

The sound of the firing from this advance guard actionaction-

reached

act-
ion

action-

reached

act-
ion

action-

reached

act-
ionreached Dos aliiallialibiali , several miles down the road , where aa-

Light

a-

Light

a-

LightLight Tank Company was located.located. Armored cars of thisthis-

Light

twi-

light

this-

Light

twi-

light

this-

Light

twi-

lightLight Tank Company were sent from DosaliiDosalliDorsalDisraeli and succeededsucceeded-

in

succeed-

edin evacuating survivors of that part of the advance guardguard-

near

Gar-

dner

guard-

near

Gar-

dner

guard-

near

Gar-

dnernear the road.roadroad.-

At

reada-

pt

road.-

At

reada-

pt

road.-

At

reada-

pt

.

At the tlti""etietime"" ie of this attack on the advance guard ,

the situation which developed between 8:20820: AM and 8:35A-

M

835A-

M

8:358358:35A-

M

835A-

M

8:35A-

M

835A-

M

:

AM was as88 indicated on Overlay No.No. 2S , to Mapap No.NoNo.2No2. 2 :

A.A. 1st Battalion , 6th GurkhaDurham Rifles :

(1)1( ) "AAnA-nA"A"AnACompanyaccompany" *-" Company ( with one section machinemachine-
V

machin-
e

machine-

guns

mach-

ine

machine-

guns

mach-

ine

machine-

guns

mach-

ine
V

guns attached ) arrived at milestone 4949-

and

49-

and

49-

andand in attempting to drive the tribesmentribesmen-

from

tribesm-

en
tribesmen-

from

tribesm-

en
tribesmen-

from

tribesm-

enfrom the ravines north of the road andan-

destablish

anti-

establishment

an-

destablish

anti-

establishment

an-

destablish

anti-

establishmentestablish a picketpioket on the spur of Point

4792 were pinned down by hostile firetire ,

and suffered severalaeveral casualtiescalualties , includingincluding-

the

includi-
ngthe Company Commander.Commander .

(2)2( ) "C"C.0.0.0". ". Company was broken up to provideprovide-

picketa

Provi-
dence

provide-

pickets
Provi-

dence

provide-

pickets
Provi-

dencepicketapicketspicket as foliowasrollo.sarollosafollowsrollsfoliowas-

a.

rollo.sa-

a.

follow-
s

rollout-
s

. ss-

a.a.a. PicketPioketPocket withwlth Machine Gun SectionSection-

attached

Sect-
ional

Section-

attached

Sect-
ional

Section-

attaohed

Sect-
ionalI attachedattaohed at milestonemlleatone 49.4949-
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b.b. Picket sent to occupy spur runningrunning-

southeast
run-

ning
runrunning-

southeast
run-

ning
ingKing

. . . . . . . . .- . . . . . _ . . .- . . . . . . , . - . . . . . " 'M"M' " . _ ' _ . ,

southeast from Point 4792 ( under covercover-

of

cov-
er

cover-

of

cov-
er

cover-

of

cov-
erof fire of a machine gun section ) .*

This picketpI ketkept was stopped by hostile firefire-

at
fir-

e
fire-

at
fir-

e
fire-

at
fir-

eat positions indicatedindicated.indicated.-

c.

indicate-
d

*.

c.c. Small section from "CC0"0"C"C" *" Company joinedjoined-

Battalion

joined-

Battalion

Joined-

BattalionBattalion Headquarters at Point Z.Z.

(3)3( ) "B11B11"B"B" " Company was broken up into small detdet-debtdet-

achments

det-

achments

det-

achments

¬-

achmentssachets during process of deploymentdeployment-

in

deployme-

ntin face of enemy fire.firefire.-

a.

fir-
e

.

a.a. A small section of "B11B11"BitBit"B"B" " Company joinedjoined-

the

join-
edthe "C11C11.C"C"C"". " Company picket which was movingmoving-

towards

movi-
egoers

moving-

towards

movi-
egoers

moving-

towards

movi-
egoerstowards the spur running southeast ofof-

Point

of-

fprint

of-

Point

of-

fprint

of-

Point

of-

fprintPoint 4792.4792. It was pinned down here byby-

hostile

by-

hostile

by-

hostilehostile fire.firefire.-

B

fire.-

B.

fir-
e

.

BB.B*. 2nd Battalion , 6th GurkhaDurham Rifles , was stillstillo-

ccupying

stillo-

ccupyIng

stillo-

ccupyingoccupying position as indicated on Overlay No.NoNo.1.No1.No1No.1.-

C.

No1-
C

. 1.11.-

C.

1-

C

1.-

C.

1-

C

.

C.C. 15th Mountain Battery , same.samesame.-

D.

scamm-

ed

.

D.D. 13th Mountain Battery , at DamdilDamdI1DandilyDamdil-

E.

DamdI1-

E.

DamdI1-

E

Dandl-

eE.E. 2nd Battalion , 5th Royal GurkhaDurham Rifles , at Damdil.DamdilDandilyDamdil.-

F.

Dandil-

y

.

F.F. 1st South Wales Borderers , north of Damdil.DamdilDandilyDamdil.-

As

Dandi-

ly

.

As fortortore the opposing forcestorcestorches , It was now apparentapparent-

that

appar-
entthat large numbers ofot tribesmen were concealed in thethe-

ravines

he-

aviness

the-

ravines

he-

aviness

the-

ravines

he-

avinessravines north of the road , in addition to an indetermindeterm-indenterindeterm-

inate

indeterm-

inate

indeterm-

inate

¬-

inateinnate group south of the Khaiaora.KhaiaoraKhaisora.KhaisoraHagiographyKaiser.

11.11. OPERATION OF TRIBESMEN.TRIBESMENTRIBESMBN.--AtTRIBESMBN.AtTRIBESMEN.--AtTRIBESMEN.TRIBESMANTRIBESMEN. - -At about this timetime-

tribesmen

tim-

etables
time-

tribesmen

tim-

etables
time-

tribesmen

tim-

etablestribesmen began to present good targets to the 2nd BattBatt-BattyBatt-

alion

Batt-

alion

Batt-

alion

¬-

alionlion , 6th GurkhaDurham Rifles and the 15th Mountain Battery.BatteryBattery.-

Fire
Batt-

ery
Battery.-

Fire
Batt-

ery
Battery.-

Fire
Batt-

ery
.

Fire fromtromtromp these unitsunite securedsecuredAftsecured"A"A-AftAft"- " and NCN.0".00"C"CCNN." " Companies fromtromtrompfrom-

any

rom-

any

trom-

an

rom-

an

from-

any

rom-

anyanyan;' furthert th.rthrthru. attack , but any movement continued to drawdraw-

instant
dra-

wings
draw-

Instant
dra-

wings
draw-

instant
dra-

wingsinstant firetire at cloaec10.c10closecloaked.. rangerang.rang. fromtram concealedoonc.a1edoonca1ed. tribesmen ,

andand.and.theandtheanthem. the troopstroop.troop. were.ereere. virtually pinned to the ground.ground. (7)7(7)V-

ow"

7V-

ow

( )

. .. .. .. . . .. ....Vow"VowVow".r.r---"-- -.r.r.r.r--- - r-w--wwGOGO---- GO- r.r----
.(7)7( '7)7) Journal , p.pp .. 37a'1.a1.a137.a'1.-

I

a1-

I

' *.
I . . , . ,

:
;

:
:

. :
.

: fjfff :
\ J ; ;

,
*

.

: ' '
i"i" v *$* ' .

1
:" ; > ' * * ", U

. \' ' ' ' ::: : * >'* L t> + : T-T- "ifbrTifbrTliberty" i - 1"Kffr"1Kffr" " " >
"

! ' . . . . . .
. .

. . . .: : :: "II" ;. .
: : ::: " " ' - owl

' . " ,
. , . .

:
..

-' . . . . ... . .- .
" ' . ..--



_ ___
____ . .. .__.. '__ ._ ...__

__ __ . . .___--... ._ _ _ .. .. ...._. ._ " _ ' U'U' ." _ . ... .....__ . ._ ._ . ...... . .....__ .__ _ .. . .. .
_ ...__. . . .. . _. .

__ _ . .. _ ... ._. ._.. .
_

.
""

- .
. .
_ .. . . . .... . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

,
.- . . . . .- - .

.

. . . .
, -.

... . .

.
. . . . . . . . . . .

. . . .
.

.

.,..
. .. . . . n.n. . . _ . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ..4.4.4. .. .. . . .- . .- - . : - . . ... .. - .. . .. . . . . . . . . -

'- - ; : . .: :
. : :

. . . . .
. . : '

. . . .. . . . .. .JJ. ! . '1"1
" ' '' '' ' . ... ' .. 4. .JJ. , .

. J < 4. . . 't't*' ' . . . *.. .-... . .*..... .*..,., 4..+... +... I..*....
.<{.t.t.*< *... . * . -... . .

r
. . . . . - . " " " ' " . . ... . : . . .

. , . . .
. . . . . .

, . , " " . . . . . . . . : . .. .. .. ____ .__ . . . .. ,..: . ...=.or.or. . _
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Attempts.!'.m.P.mP. . .. . ,._ were

. l'l'
. .PHPH.
mademadebymadeg.g.

. . .bjJ.J. par.tiejlpartiejlpartiespartial{) .r..t.lrtlrattle. ... . ! . ., .- ofqJ tribesmen.tribesmentrjbesm.en.t.o.trjbesmentotrtQtart tn.en.tnenteen. ., . . t.9.t9.t9.o. .. . . . .. _. . .. . . . . . . . . . . ._ ._. ___ . _ . . . . .

attack the 2nd Battalion , 6th GurkhaDurham Rifle and to outout-out-

flank

out-

flank

out-

flank

¬-

flank their positions north of Point 4641.4641. These attemattem-ateattem-

pts

attem-

Pts

attem-

pts

¬-

ptsopts: were frustrated by rifle end8.nd..11ght8nd.11ght8nd11ghtand-lightandlight-. . . light ...8utomatic..fire8utomatic.fire8utomaticfire.automatic..fireautomaticfireautomatic. automatic.8utomatic..fire-

and

8utomaticfire-
and

.automatic..fire-

and

automat-
ic

. . . . firefire-

and

fire-

manand by the fire of the sectionsect10n of the 13th Mou-itainMouitainMoueItalianMouitain-

Battery
Multi-

Mate
MouMoueMouitain-

Battery
Multi-

Mate
-lta1nlta1n-

BatteryBattery from camp.camp.

12.12. USE OF BRITISH RESERVERESERVE--ENVELOPMENT.--Q.RESERVEENVELOPMENT.Q.ENVELOPMENTRESERVE--ENVELOPMERESERVEENVELOPMEENVELOPE- -ENVELOPMENT.ENVELOPMENTENVELOPMENT.Q.ENVELOPMENTTT.TTTT.Q.. --Q.Q.- - . WhatWha-

tuse

Hiat-

uses

Wha-

tuse

Hiat-

uses

Wha-

tuse

Hiat-

usesuse would you make of the British reserve at this time ?

A.A. I would use the reserve , 2nd Battalion , 5th5th-

Royal

5th-

Royal

5th-

RoyalRoyal GurkhaDurham Rifles , to make an envelopment from directiondirection-

of

directio-
nof the high ground in vicinity of Point 4792 , in orderorder-

to

ord-
erto relieve pressure on the British unitaunitsunit now engaged.engagedengaged.-

Q.

engage-

d

.

Q.Q. What tactical principle does this type ofof-

movement

co-

mplement

of-

movement

co-

mplement

of-

movement

co-

mplementmovement illustrate ?

A.A. The division of troops into a main or decisivedecisive-

attack
deci-

sive
decisive-

attack
deci-

sive
decisive-

attack
deci-

siveattack and a holding or secondary attack.attackattack.-

That

atta-
ck

attack.-

That

atta-
ck

attack.-

That

atta-
ck

.

That is actually what was done.done. The 2nd Battalion ,

5th Royal GurkhaDurham Rifles , left DamdilDamdi1Dandily , and at 1:00100: PMP-

Mattacked

P-

artake
P-

Mattacked

P-

artake
P-

Mattacked

P-

artakeattacked PcfintPdintCoffinDint 4792 from the northeast.northeast. ( See OverlayOverlay-

No.

Overl-
ay

Overlay-

No.3

Overla-
yNo3No.NoNo.3No3. 3 , to Map No.NoNO.2)NO.2NO2. 2)2) . This attack was successful inin-

relieving

in-

terleaving

in-

relieving

in-

terleaving

in-

relieving

in-

terleavingrelieving the pressure on 1st Battalion , 6th GurkhaDurhamGurkh-

aRifles

Gurkh-

aRifles

Gurkh-

aRiflesRifles , which as we have seen , was deployed over aa-

considerable

c-

onsiderable

a-

considerable

c-

onsiderable

a-

considerable

c-

onsiderableconsiderable area.area. (8)8(8)-

Q.

8-
Q

(8)-

Q

(8)-

case

8c-

ase

( )

Q.QQ. What paragraph of our F.S.R.FSRFRS. . . applies in thisthis-

case

the-

cae
this-

case

the-

cae
this-

A.

thi-

s

case ?

A.A. Paragraph 435.435435.-

"An

435-

An

435.-

An

435-

An

435-

.'An

435-

An

.

"AnAn-An'An"-' envelopment isil effectedetfected by directingdirecting-
a

directin-
ga portion of the forces against the hostilehostile-
flank

host-ile hostile-
tlank

host-ile hostile-
flank

host-ileflanktlanklank while other forcestorce.torcetore. contain the enemyenemy-
along

ene-ma
enemy-

along
ene-ma
enemy-

along
ene-maalong the front.frontfront.-front.-

(8)

fron-

t8

.* *-"

-- -- - - ---- - -- -- -----

(8)8( ) Journal , p.p. 37.3737.-

i

37-

i
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13.13. COMMENTCOMENTCOMETCOM /ENTENTET/; ON ENVRLOPINGENVELOPING ACTIONACTION.ACTION.TACTION.ThisACTION*.
. -TT--ThisThis-

.:-This
. . . envelop.ingenvelopingenveloenvelop!;:!! .I-pplI.A.IpplI.Apliant. , . ].. , . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .

. . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 00----000-

0action
- -'-- ' . . . . _ _ ' .- . .- . . . - " - " " "" "

action included the necessary elements for success : viviJvi; :

(1)1( ) Element of surprise.surprise.

(2)2( )
mi
SuperioritySuperior! ty of force.forceforce.-
mi

forc-e for.for.
? .

.
.

(3)3( ) Advantageous terrain features.featuresfeatures.-

The

featur-
es

.

The success of the movement was warranted by thesethese-

conditions.

these-

conditions.

these-

conditions.conditions.conditions.

14.14. WITHDRAWALWlnIDRAWAL F.iQMFiQMFrtOMFROMIQ. ACTIONACTION--BRITISH.--TheACTIONBRITISH.TheBRITISH- -BRITISH.BRITISH . - -The 2nd2nd-

Battalion

2nd-

Battalion

2nd-

BattalionBattalion , 5th Royal GurkhaDurhamG rkhakhan Rifles , with the assistanceassistance-

of

assistan-
ceof artillery fire , continued to work southward drivingdriving-

tribesmen
divi-

nities
driving-

tribesmen
divi-

nities
driving-

tribesmen
divi-

nitiestribesmen out of cover so that they came under smallsmall-

arms

mall-

ards

small-

arms

mall-

ards

small-

arms

mall-

ardsarms fire.fire. The approach of dusk prevented full advanadvan-advanceadvan-

tage

advan-

tage

advan-

tage

¬-

tagestage being taken of the favorable position.positionposition.-

During

posit-
ion

position.-

During

posit-
ion

.

\

During the course of this action , the survivorssurvivors-

and

surviv-
ors

,

and casualties of the advance guard were evacuated byby-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
ytethe composite group under Battalion Headquarters , 1stlet1st-

Battalion

1st-

Battalion

let-

BattalionBattalion , 6th GurkhaDurham Rifles , commanded by CaptainCaptain-

o.

Captai-

n0.0o.o0 . C.CC . T.T. Dykes.DykesDykes-

.While

Dy-
kes

Dykes-

.While

Dy-
kes

.*

While the above action was taking place , the 1st1st-

South

1st-

South

1st-

SouthSouth Wales Borderers , who had returnedreturne to camp atat-

about

cat-

amount

at-

about

cat-

amount

at-

about

cat-

amountabout 2:00200: PM from the northern section , moved out andand-

took

han-

dbook

and-

took

han-

dbook

and-

took

han-

dbooktook up a position to the northeastnortheaat of Point 4792 toto-

support

t-
ossup

to-

lupport

te-

leport
to-

support

t-
ossupsupportlupport the withdrawal of the 2nd Battalion of the 5th5th-

Royal

5th-

Royal

5th-

RoyalRoyal GurkhaDurham Rifles.Rifles. ThisThi.ThiThai. battalion was able to withwith-with-

draw

with-

draw

with-

draw

¬-

draw successfullyluccessfully , covered by firetire from the 1stlet SouthSouth-

Wales

South-

wards

South-

Wa1e8

South-

Wales

South-

wardsWalesWa1e8 BorderersBorderereBorderer , the 2nd BattalionBatta110n of the 6th GurkhaDurhamGurkh-

aRifles

Gurkh-

aRitles

Gurkh-

aRiflesRiflesRitlesRiles and by artillery firetire ofot the 15th MountainMounta1n BatBat-Bat-

tery.

Ba-

ttery

Ba-

ttery

Bat-

tery.

Ba-

ttery

¬-

tery.terytery-terryteryTheteethe.- The 2nd Battalion of the 6th GurkhaDurham RiflesRif1ee thenthen-

withdrew

the-

rewith
then-

withdrew

the-

rewith
then-

withdrew

the-

rewithwithdrew and were followedtollowed fey1by1 the 1stlet South WalesW.le.WleWaleWale-

sBorderers

Wa-
keboard

W.le-

.Borderer.

Wale-

sBordererse

. .
BorderersBorderer.BordererBordererse._ *.

s.

. ,

I

I

L :

"

' : ' ' : ';,
;u-uulifelife- life.TiTi.; ;

;

,
: : -: ..

. ,
;, _ , . -

'
.

'

:
.
_. _

'
'
.

:
*.
;
.
. _
.11-.11..11"r-

"
11-

r
*
_ .
*
. . :_*--

.

.

.
, ,

. ,
'

P

I

- -: < - - " - -- ' ' '' - - - "'T--'TT' . . . ,

.

"r"r"
. . . . . , . . \ ' . . , . " .

=

' "
!

-



1 .--y-.rrrr.
' . .:;;-" . Mw.Mw. + w " .wVM.nlIwVMnlIwomanlike. '-- -- . . ...____ . .. . . __ .

.

. . -- - ". Y1r1.V7Y1r1V7.r :a.a... 11r_11-

rJ

11r-

V

. ... . .. . . .. .. . ...____ . .. . _ .___ .. . .-_____
, , J . . ' ; . >: .J.J. . \\V.. <. '

. .J.J; . ,: * , :
V , I*'jj', .

.*. .. 'rr' (", I : , bat" i'i.! : ', 7.7.
. . , . -;. , \ :

" ,. I

- : .

. . _. . . .. _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.

' y - - . . _ . . .... . . ' , . . . . , . . _ " . . . . . .
- - - -

The tribesmentrihesmen hndhadhand suffered heavy losses late in thethe-

day

hey-

day

the-

d

te-
d

the-

day

hey-

daydayd i andrid althoughalthcughaltboudhsaltbush the lastlentls t stages of the withdrawal werewer-

ecarried

mer-

cerized

wer-

ecarried

mer-

cerized

wer-

ecarried

mer-

cerizedcarried out in failingfalling lightligt? , iti t was not followed up.upup-

.The

um-

pteen

up-

.The

um-

pteen

up-

.The

um-

pteen

.

The IrstlrstiretFirstlyristret troops reached DamdilDamdllDandilyArmadillo Camp bybTb 7:45745: PM.PMPte.PtePatePM-

.The

P-

MT

PM-

.The

P-

MT

. .

The strengthstrengtb of the tribesmentribeemen is reliablyreI1abl ;)
" estimestim-estimateestim-

ated

estestim-

ated

Im-ImIm-

Bted

Im-

Bed

¬-

atedBtedactedBated to have numbered between 700 and 1000.1000. TheirTI1eir casu-

alties
casucasu-casualcasu-

8.1

casu-

81

casu-

alties

¬-

altiessaltiest8.181. ties were subsequentlysubsequensubsequenttlytally confirmed at 94 killed and 6464-

wounded.

64-

wounded

64-

wounded.

64-

wounded

64-

wounded.

64-

woundedwounded.wounded. (9)9( ) The high percentage killed is1s anen indicationindlcationindication-

of

indlcation-

of

indicatio-
nof the severe nature of the fighting.fightingfighting.-

The

fighti-
ng

.

The British casualtiescasualt.ies. numbered 34 killed and8J.8J. d 4545-

wounded.

45-

wounded

45-

wounded.

45-

wounded

45-

wounded.

45-

woundedwounded.wounded.

15.15. CONCLUSIONS.CONCLUSIONSCONCLUSIONS.--ThisCONCLUSIONS.ThisCONCLUSIONS. - -This action indicates that principrlnci-prlnciprinci-princePrincipeprinci-

ples

prlnci-

pIes

princi-

ples

princi-

ples

¬-

plespIespales of combat are applicable in situations other thanthan-

those

state-

house

than-

those

state-

house

than-

those

state-

housethose generally considered , particularly situations arisingarising-

in

arisin-
gin stabilized warfare.warfare. Here we have a so-calledsocalled- groupgroup-

of

grou-

pof uncivilized mountain tribesmen opposing in battle anan-

array

A-

nkara

an'-

f

an-

f

a-

n

an-

array

A-

nkaraarray ofo civilized , modern , professional soldiers on aa-

battlefield

b-

attlefield
a-

battlefield

b-

attlefield
a-

battlefield

b-

attlefieldbattlefield abnormal in aspect ; yet every phase of thisthis-

action

tris-

ection

this-

action

tris-

ection

this-

action

tris-

ectionaction provides a multiple illustration of principlesprinciples-

enunciated

princ-
iples

principles-

enunciated

princ-
iples

principles-

enunciated

princ-
iplesenunciated in our Field Service Regulations , featuringfeaturing-

such

featuri-
ng'ff'f-

I

f-
I

9'9i
I

such principles by their violation or observance , withwith-

corresponding

with-

corresponding

with-

correspondingcorresponding results.results. We are able to deduce from thisthis-

attack

tic-
ktack

this-

attack

tic-
ktack

this-

attack

tic-
ktackattack certain lessons , primarily concerned with elementaryelementary-

principles
eleme-

ntary
elementary-

principles
eleme-

ntary
elementary-

principles
eleme-

ntaryprinciples of combat , as follows :

LLI-

J"

L-

IJ

A-

LIIJ"IJ
"

! V.V. RECAPITULATION OPOF LESSONSLESSON-

SReconnaissance

LESSON-

SReconnaissance
,

Reconnaissance Proper and more complete reconnaireconnai-reconreconnai-
ssance

reconnai-
ssance

reconnai-
ssance

¬-
t ssancesane would have been of inestimableinestimable-

value
inestim-

able
inestimable-

value
inestim-

able
inestimable-

value
inestim-

abler.r. value to the British.BritishBritish.-

Security
Bri-

tish
British.-

t

Britis-
h

British.-

Security
Bri-

tish
.

1

t
1t

Security There is evidence that the initialinitialf-
ormation init-iator

initialf-
ormation init-iator

initialf-
ormation init-iatori1i formation provided little securitysecurity-
for

securi-ty .for the advance guard and that thethe-
advance

he-
adache

the-
advance

he-
adacheadvance guard was alsoa180 unable toto-
provide

to-

rtoise
to-

provide
to-

rtoise
to-

provide
to-

rtoiseprovide proper security.curltycurltycurtly.. for ththe mainmain-
body.

Ma-
rino

main-
body

Ma-
rino

main-
body.

Ma-
rinobody.body._
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t SupriseSiprieeSuperviseSpreeSuprise-

Reserve

Suppr-

essers

IupUp, 1e1e-
r

1e-
t

!
.

The element of suprisesuprlsesupervisesuperset gave thethe-
tribesmen

te-
rries

the-
tribesmen

te-
rriest tribesmentrlctrl esmendeskmen , although outnumbered , aa-

terriflo
a-

rterial
a-

t..eu.1.1c
a-

teu11c
aI-

1rflMTk.MMvuflMTkMMvu;I1r...[ (."...MrMfMrMf-Mr .\ , w.wur.ur* . A.. ......a. MrMrMurmur'-.w..w.-..... M..111i7WIM.111i7WIM111i7WI....._......r1w._. t.t.. --t..eu.1.1cteu1.1ct..eu.1.1cteu11c.. terriflotrifler.i.i..! ,
motnentumMonett and oonaequentconsequentoonaequent-

aavantageT
consequen-

tTheBritish

conse-
quent

ns .qq
A'A
. .

' --- - e-"le"ll- ' " - .. . . " "- . . . . . . . ,. . . . . . ' . ... .. . _ . . .aavantageTadvantagea van-vanvan-

Reserve

ve-

neered

age,, Inlfllliy.Inlfllliy: r .

' .

. Reserve TheThe'The-BritishTheBritish'- British able to evadewerewer-
ecostly

ere-
ctors

aa-

costly
c-

ostly
a-

through
t-

hrough
a-

costly
c-

ostlyt.trt.rt.i costly defeatdefeat-
res

defeat-
ers

through the use ofof-
reserves

fr-
esher

of-
m

f-
mt.r.

:i
. . . .

reservesresRees rvesraves , whichwhich-
ment

switc-
hmen

madem de a flank envelopenvelop-envelop-
ment

envelopI-
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p
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PLANPLMJPALM AND CONDUCT OF ATTACK.ATTACKATTACK.-

A

ATTAC-

K

.

A SPECIAL OPERATION..MOUNTAINOPERATIONMOUNTAINOPERATIONOtERATION.ERATIONOPERATION.OPERATIONRATION: > . . . . MO"GNT'AIN"MOGNTAINMONTANAMO"GNT'AIN"vVARFARE.MOGNTAINvVARFAREMOUITTMUTT
" 'AI-NAIN- " WARFARE.WARFAREvVARFARE.vVARFAREWARFARE-

.ACTION

WARF-

ARE
NARFAMARAvVARFARE-

.ACTION

iE.iEiE.-

ACTION

id-

eation

.

ACTION OF 1stletIs t ABBOTTABADABBOTT INFANTRY BRIGADEBRIGAD'SBRIGADSBRIGADES' ( BRITISHBRITISEBRITISI, )
1T2AR1EAHNEAR DAMDILDAr".DILDArDILDANDILYArilDAr ,

".r'ILrILaril' , INDIAIlDIAITDIAIliadIDA:; , 29th OF I/ARCHIARCHr.ARGHrARGHragr.'AROrAROrare/. :' H , 1937.19371937.-

SUBJECT

1937-

SUBJECT

1937.-

SUBJECT

1937-

SUBJECT

1937.-

SUBJECT

1937-

SUBJECT

.

SUBJECT : Comparison AEFAEPABEAP InfantryInfro1try Regiment of 19181918-
and

1918-
and

1918-
and.

1918-
andandand.. a BritishBritish.B itlshlittlish . Regiment of 1937.19371937.-

I

1937-

I

.

1.1. Two previouspreviou monographsmonograpnmonograph have been submitted tybyty-

my

et-

ym

by-

my

yum-

my

by-

my

yum-

mymy colleagues under Topic No.No. 17-A.17A.17A.- . In these monographsmonographs-

has

monogra-
phshas been indicated the formation of attack generallygenerally-

adopted

gener-
ally

generally-

adopted

gener-
ally

generally-

adopted

gener-
allyadopted byb a typical AEFABE Regiment of 1918.1918. In them is1sis-

emphasized

S-

tephanie
1s-

emphasized

is-

emphasized

S-

tephanieemphasized particularly thetnetine fact thatthettheft depthdeptbdept and controlcontrol-

were

contro-

ller
control-

were

contro-

ller
control-

were

contro-

llerwere sacrificed for fire power , due to the influence ofof-

French

of-

fence

of-

French

of-

fence

of-

French

of-

fenceFrench instructors who were assignedassiass ed to AEFABE RegimentsRegiments-

for

Regime-
ntsfor the purpose of familiarizing the American troopstroops-

with

troo-
ps

troops-

with

troo-
ps

troops-

with

troo-
pswith FrenchFrencn tactics.tactics. Reconnaissance and other securitysecurity-

measures

secu-
rities

security-

measures

secu-
rities

security-

measures

secu-
ritiesmeasures seemed to have been subordinated to the exigencyexigency-

of

exigen-
cyof pouring this new source of man power into the beatenbeaten-

zone

beat-
en

beaten-

zone

beat-
en

beaten-

zone

beat-
enzone of German fire.firetire.tire.

2.2. In my monograph on "PlanPlan" endndand Conduct ofo Attack"Attack" ,

which concerns the actions of a composite regiment ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 1st AbbottabadAbbott Infantry Brigade near DamdilDamd11Dandily , IndiaIndia-

on

Indi-
anon March 29 , 1937 , I have deduced certain lessons whichwhic-

hillustrate

whic-

hillustrate

whic-

hillustrateillustrate principles of the attack.attack. In order to make aa-

comparison

c-

omparison

a-

comparison

c-

omparison

a-

comparison

c-

omparisonI comparison of an AEFABE Infantry Regiment of 1918 and thisthis-

British
tid-

bits
this-

British
tid-

bits
this-

British
tid-

bitsBritish Regiment of 1937 , I have drawn thelthelathe two sketches ,

attached , marked 1-a1a- , and 1-b.1b.1b.- . I have taken a zone ofof-

action

ol-

faction

of-

action

ol-

faction

of-

action

ol-

factionaction as indicated on the maps attached to basic paperspapers-

on

Paters-

onon this subject submitted by my two colleagues , Lt.LtLt-

.Batcheller

Lt-

.Batcheller

Lt-

.Batcheller

.

BatchellerBachelor , and Lt.Lt. Andrea , asa8 being a typical zone forfor-

I

fr-

I

i
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an AEFABE Regiment of 1918.1918. This zone is shown on SketchSketch-

1a.

Sketc-

h1a

Sketch-

On

Sketchi-

ng
_ .

.. ... .. . . .- - 4
. ., .- ...- .--- ...

1-a.1a.1a.I-a.I- . On sketch 1-b1bl-l- p,,
-

Y-hYhII have-
haveve indicatedtndl'c"atedtndlcated' " '"scheffTatl'cally"th"e'scheffTatlcallythe"scheffTatl'cally"th"-

e'attack

scheffTatlcallythe-

attack

"''schescheshe'scheni'atscheniatschematallitTcElliott' icalcal' l1.y'y. ".' ." .t1it1i
.

Yie'YieYeYi-

e'attack

Yi-

eattack

" ' '' ' . ' '' ' '- ' ' - - . . . .

attack which took placeple.ceplece. in the action of this BritishBritishR-

egiment
Bri-

tish
BriBrieBritishR-

egiment
Bri-

tish
tishTrishatish-

RegIment

riso-

rgimentoRegiment on luarchlliarch1-arch1archlarcholigarch- 29 , 1937.1937.

3.3. In order to make this comparison clear I, I havehave-

selected

have-

selected

have-

selectedselected the feature of the attack of each Regiment whichlichwhich-

is

whic-

h
lich-

is

litch-

isis outstanding and because of whichwhic.h. the attackattacl( resultedresulted-

in

resulte-

din eventual success.success.

4.4. Note that the part of the AEFABE Regiment whichwhich-

was

whi-
chwas concerned in the attack succeededsucceesucceed ed because of thethe-

enveloping

te-

nderloin
the-

enveloping

te-

nderloinenveloping movement of as platoon from HBW"B"BBMW" " Company I, 103d103-

dInfantry

lO103-

dInfantry

dd-

Infantr

i-

nfantryInfantryInfantrInfantry whichwhicnwhine took the enemy in flank , destroyed thetnetinethe-

hostile
te-

nsile
tne-

hostile

ine-

xhaustible

the-

hostile
te-

nsilehostile resistance and took the objective.objective. This movementmovemen-

ttook

movem-

ent
movemen-

ttook

movem-

ent
movemen-

ttook

movem-

enttook placepl ce within a definite zone of sctionectionactionsection , with clearlyclearly-

defined
cle-

arly
clearly-

defined
cle-

arly
clearly-

defined
cle-

arlydefined boundary lines on aB stabilized front.front.

5.5. Nineteen years later we find a British RegimentRegimen-

toperating

Regi-
ment

Regimen-

toperating

Regi-
ment

Regimen-

toperating

Regi-
mentoperating in open warfare without a definite zone ofof-

action

ol-

faction

of-

action

ol-

faction

of-

action

ol-

factionaction and without boundary lines in a mountainous councoun-countcoun-

try

coun-

try

coun-

try

¬-

try , against so calledcall d uncivilized people.people. Yet we findfind-

again

fina-

gling

find-

again

fina-

gling

find-

again

fina-

gling
"

again an application of the enveloping action in orderorder-

to
ord-

er
i

to taketa.ke. the enemy by surprise from the flank , andend againagain-

with

agai-

nst
again-

with

agai-

nst
again-

with

agai-

nstwith success.success. This action lais indicated schematicallyschdmatlcallyschematically-

on

schdmatlcally-

on

schematical-
lyon Sketch 1-b.1b.1b.l-b.l- .

66.6. It should be recalled thatthettheft the doctrines ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe Infantry School include this statement In effect :

that all attacks properly include two efforts ; the mainmain-

or

min-

oror decisive attack and the secondary or holding attack.attackattack.-

We

attac-

k
.

We find both ofor these two efforts includedinoluded In the successucces-successsucces-

sful

succes-

8ful

succes-

sful

¬-

sful8fulfoul enveloping actionsac lon8 already described , and both areare-

represented
b-

arterers
are-

represented
b-

arterers
are-

represented
b-

arterersrepresented schematically8chematically on Sketches 1-a1al-al- and 1-b.1b.1b.l-b.l1b.-
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II on the lessonslesions to be deduced from a comparison of thesetheset-

wo
ther-

eto

theset-

wo
ther-

eto

theset-

wo
ther-

etotwo entirely separate actionsaotionsabortions , leridslendsleis indorsementendorsement inin-

prwf
wi-

ndproof

in-

pxroar'Of

in-

pxroarOf

im-

presario

in-

Mproorf"

in-

Mproorf

wi-

ndproof
1:
f
rfr prwfMproorf"-Mproorf"MproorfprowProof-pxro-ar-'Ofpxroar'OfOfMproorf"fMproorffproProof- - "--''off the statementststtxt'dsttxtdstetted: t't' m.-entm.entKent.

- nt thatthat"" principles of combat areare-

immutable

rei-

mbursable

are-

immutable

rei-

mbursable

are-

immutable

rei-

mbursableimmutable and of universal application.applicationapplication.p-

q
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