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OPERATIONSOPEHhTIONSO E1t 'I"IONSIIONSIONS' " OF 37-Ivik.37Ivik.37Ivik.37-Iv37Iv37-lvlv- k.kv.v. . PWl'OuNPWlOuNPLh'T'UCNPLhTUCNPlunkPk'I'PkIPI: ' ' 0 J 166Tiil6611H166Th INtnLTKYIlfb'.aI/I'RYIlfb'.aIIlfbaII'RYIRYIntentlyAIRYIN1'idiqIN1idiq'
. /l'RYlRYlardy' ( U.S.USU.U. ;:) . )

INTRODUCTIJNINTHOVUCTI.NINTHOVUCTININTRODUCTI.NINTRODUCTININTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIJN-

In

INTHOVUCTI.N-

In

INTRODUCTI.N-

In

Introductio-

n

...). ;

In order to present this subject , it will be necessarynecessary-

to

necessa-
ryto go back to the fall of 1917 , when the 42d Division waswas-

organized.

was-

organized.organized.organized. It was madede up of National Guard troops fromfrom-

twentysix
fra-

ternity
from-

twentysix
fra-

ternity
from-

twentysix
fra-

ternitytwenty-sixtwentysix- different states and the District of Columbia.ColumbiaColumbia-

.It

Columb-

ia

.

(1)1( 1 ) It received the alternate name of the "RainbowRainbow" Division"DivisionDivision"-
XIII

Division-
XIII

Division"-
.III

Division-
III

"

XIIIXIII-
p.
.IIIIII..III-

Pp.pP ., 5 by which it was more commonlyoommonly knownknown.,. (1)1(1)-

In

1I-

n
(1)-

In

1I-

n
(1)-

In

1I-

n
( )

In September 1917 , the 42d Division was assembled atat-

Camp

Az-

tecan

at-

Camp

Az-

tecan

at-

Camp

Az-

tecanCamp killsillBilllv , Long Island , New York.York. Here a great many otherother-

officers
ethe-

rified(2)2(22( ) officers were assigned to the division.division. (2)2( ) Fifty-nineFiftynineFiftynin-

eII
Fiftynine-

were
Fift-y -

IIII-
p.

VI-

P
II-
P.

VI-

P
II-
P.

VI-

Pp.p. 57 were assigned to the 166thl66th Infantry , of which I was one.oneone.-

Upon

ne-

uron

one.-

Upon

ne-

uron

one.-

Upon

ne-

uron

.

Upon reporting to the Commanding Officer , he ( ColonelColonel-

Benson

Colon-

elcies

Colonel-

Benson

Colon-

elcies

Colonel-

Benson

Colon-

elciesBenson .j.j. . Hough ) inquired into the qualifications of eacheach-

new

esch-

ew

each-

new

esch-

ew

each-

new

esch-

ewnew officer.officer. ThenlaterHelterThen }) later in the daymandayanCaymanAryanday ), an order was gottengotten-

out

gott-
enout assigning these new officers to companies.companies. It fell totor-

ay

tr-

ay

to-

my

To-

mmy

to-

my

To-

mmyraymy lot to be assigned to Headquarters Company.CompanyCompan-

y.Colonel

Com-
pany

Compan-

y.Colonel

Com-
pany

Compan-

y.Colonel

Com-
pany

.

Colonel Hough called me to headquarters and told mem-

ethat

m-

eta
m-

ethat

m-

eta
m-

ethat

m-

etathat I had been chosen to commandconnnand the "OneOnenOne" Pound CannonCanno-

nPlatoon"

Canno-

nPlatoon

Conte-

mplation

Canno-

nPlatoon"

Canno-

nPlatoon

Conte-

mplation

Canno-

nPlatoon"

Canno-

nPlatoon

Conte-

mplationPlatoon"Platoon" , because I had several years experience in thethe-

U.

th-
eU.U. S.S. Cavalry.Cavalry. He knew that there would be animals toto-

haul

T-

hule

to-

haul

T-

hule

to-

haul

T-

hulehaul the guns and I seemed best qualified to look afterafter-

the

afterti-

me

after-

the

afterti-

me

after-

the

afterti-

methe animals.animals. He could give me no more information aboutabout-

the

abut-

ted

about-

the

abut-

ted

about-

the

abut-

tedthe organization of the platoon except that he thought thatthat-

it
th-

at

that-

it
th-

at

that-

it
th-

atit would have one or two artillery pieces to accompany thethe-

Infantry.

te-

nant
the-

infantry.

te-

nant
the-

infantry.

te-

nantInfantry.Infantry. So I accepted my fate of becoming an artillerymanartilleryman-

after
artillery-

manafter years of experience In the Cavalry and Infantry.InfantryInfantry.-

At

Infant-
ry

.

At that time the Headquarters CompanyCompanl was organizedorganized-

the

organiz-

edthe same as a rifler1fle: company and could not be reorganizedreorganized-

one

reorganiz-

ed--oneone--one--one- -one-

O

ne-

O

one-
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properly until the Tables of Organization were received.receivedreceived.-

This

receiv-
ed

received.-

This

receiv-
ed

received.-

This

receiv-
ed

.

This did not happenha.ppen. forf or nearlyneEll'lyneEllly' three weeks.weeksrreeks.rreeksMeeks.MeeksreeksMeek. ReasoningReasonin-

gthat

Reason-
ingthat I would need large , strong men in the platoon with aa-

fairly

a-

ffair
a-

fairly

a-

ffair
a-

fairly

a-

ffairfairly good education , I began to make notes on the differentdifferent-

men

differe-
ntmen in the company.company. .TienTien.illenillen.henhenTenKilleen. .

. the reorganizationreorganizareorganize tionion of the companycompany-

took

comp-
any

company-

took

comp-
any

company-

took

comp-
anytook place I had a list of about seventy-fiveseventyfive- menman that II-

wanted

W-

anted

I-

wanted

W-

anted

I-

wanted

W-

antedwanted in the platoon.platoon. The Tables of Organization showedshowed-

the

show-

ed
showed-

the

show-

ed
showed-

the

show-

edthe platoon would have thirty-eightthirtyeight- enlisted men.menmen-

.The

men-

The

men.-

'Ilhe

men-

Ilhe

ens-

ile

men-

.The

men-

The

.

The'IlheIlheIsle' captain called the company officers together andand-

explained

un-

derlined

and-

explained

un-

derlined

and-

explained

un-

derlinedexplained the newneTIneT organization of Headquarters Company.Company. HeH-

ethen

He-

athen

H-

ethen

He-

athen

H-

ethen

He-

athenthen asked if any officers had any special qualified menme-

nthat

me-

nthe

men-

the.

men-

the

me-

nthat

me-

nthethatthe.the. t they wanted in their platoons.platoonspIaApia toans.toanstans., Being ranking 1stlstlast1st-

Lieutenant

1st-

Lieutenant

lst-

LieutenantLieutenant in the company , I was given first choicechoice.,. i/iyiiyiqii-
ylist

id-

yllist

liq-

list
hi-

lliest

/lYl-

Ylist

lo-

yalistlist of thirty-eightthirtyeight- picked men was handed'handed' to the captain.captaincaptain.-

As

captain-

.A

capta-
in

.

AsA s none of the other officers had made any choice of thethe-

men

the-

me

the-

men

the-

me

the-

men

the-

memen , the captain thought it quite a joke and assigned thethe-

entire

th-

eatre
the-

entire

th-

eatre
the-

entire

th-

eatreentire list of the thirty-eightthirtyeight- men to the 37-mni.37mni.37mni.37137-mumu-omni37-37- 1 } . platoon.platoonplatoon.-

These

plat-
oon

platoon.-

These

plat-
oon

platoon.-

These

plat-
oon

.

These men were the .,cream of the company and laterla tertear on , underunde-

rbattle

unde-

rstate
unde-

rbattle

unde-

rstate
unde-

rbattle

unde-

rstatebattle conditions , these men distinguisheddistingu.uisheddistinguuished. themselves.themselvesthemselves.-

Nearly

themse-
lves

themselves.-

Nearly

themse-
lves

themselves.-

Nearly

themse-
lves

.

Nearly all of them were decorated or cited in orders.ordersorders.-

The

orde-
rs

orders.-

The

orde-
rs

orders.-

The

orde-
rs

.

The conception of the platoon of: the "OneOne" PoundPound-

Cannon"

Pound-

Cannon

Po-
und

Pound-

Cannon"

Pound-

Cannon

Po-
und

Pound-

Cannon"

Pound-

Cannon

Po-
undCannon"Cannon" , as it was then called , was that it was a largelarg-

eartillery
art-

eriole
larg-

eartillery
art-

eriole
larg-

eartillery
art-

erioleartillery piece and that suddenly they hadd become artilleryartillery-artillerym-

en.

artillery-

men

¬-

men.men. But when the guns were receivedreoeived in January 1918 ,

everyone got a great surprisesurprise.*. The best comparison thatthat-

can

Thra-

cian

that-

can

Thra-

cian

that-

can

Thra-

ciancan be made of the "OneOne" Pound Cannon"CannonCannonll" and a large artilleryartillery-
piece

artill-
ery

artilleryp-

'iece

artillery-
piece

artill-
ery

artillery-
piece

artill-
erypiecep'iece' is1s "DavidDavid" and Goliath"Goliath" . Like David , the gun waswas-

small

wa-

ssail

was-

small

wa-

ssail

was-

small

wa-

ssailsmall but very accurateaccurate.*.

--two--two- -two-

properly

to-

wrope

two-

properly

to-

wrope

- -



ORQiiNIcORG.i1.NORGi1.NORGi1NORGGiN1Orinoco. . I - i1 TlOh1'1011101LochTlOh-

The

Loa-

the

11' ', 1014'10141014-

'The

101-

4The

;
'

The'I'heIheHe' ' organization of the 37-mm.37mm.37mm.37-mmmm- ., platoon as authorizedauthorized-

by

authoriz-
edby Tables of Organization was :

1 officer and 1 officer attached ,

3 sergeants ,

3 corporals ,

33 privates , five (5)5( ) of tnesetensetae se to be teamsters.teamstersteamsters.-

Total

teams-
ters

teamsters.-

Total

teams-
ters

teamsters.-

Total

teams-
ters

.

Total - 2 officers and 38 enlisted men.menmen-

.Animals

me-

lanomas

men-

.Animals

me-

lanomas

men-

.Animals

me-

lanomas

.

Animals - eleven mules or horses.horseshorses.-

Equipment

horses.-

Equipment

horses.1-

E'quipment

horses1-

Equipment

.

Equipment1E'quipment1Equipment,
' - three 37-mm.37mm.37mm.37-1rlm.371rlm.1rlm.1rlm37-nunnun- ., guns and ammunition cartscarts-

with

ca-
rts

carts-

with

ca-
rts

carts-

with

ca-
rts( with tools , accessories and spare parts ) ;: twotw-

oescort

T-
osco

tw-

oescort

T-
osco

tw-

oescort

T-
oscoescort wagonsagons ( withTIithTithe tools , accessories and sparespare-

parts

space-

ports

spare-

parts

space-

ports

spare-

parts

space-

portsparts ) ; two double sets of wheel harness ; twotwo-

double

two-

double

two-

doubledouble sets of lead harness ; and three sets ofof-

single

b-

ossing

of-

single

b-

ossing

of-

single

b-

ossingsingle harness.harnessl1arness.l1arnessharness.I-

NSTRUCTION

l1arness.I-

NS1'HUCrrION

l1arnessI-

NS1HUCrrION

.

INSTRUCTIONINS1'HUCrrIONINS1HUCrrION'
, PrtEVIOUSPrlEVIOUSPREVIOUS TO OCTODEttOCTOBERCathodeOC'I'OOCIOCIO' ' Eh 5131 t, 19181918-

The

1918-

The

1918-r 1918-

The

r

The platoon received ten days of instruction in thethe-

"School

the-

School

thr-

eshold

the-

"School

the-

School

thr-

eshold

the-

"School

the-

School

thr-

eshold"SchoolSchool"" of Fire"Fire" at ChanoyChancyCanopy , France in February 1918 , andand-

then

ant-

hem

and-

then

ant-

hem

and-

then

ant-

hemthen went into the trenches with the regiment on February
(3)3(3)-

II
3-
II
(3)-

II
3-
II
( )

IIII-
P.

VI-

P
22 , 1918.1918. (3)3( ) After receiving instruction in three differentdifferentP-. differen-

t
different-

trench
diffe-

rent
different-

trench
diffe-

rentP.P. 108
trench sectors , it took an active part in several majormajor-

engagements.

major-

engagements.

major-

engagementsengagements.engagements.@

OPERATIONSOPERATIONS-

On

Operatio-
nsOn October 31 , 1918 , we find the 2d Battalion 166thl66th166th-

Infantry

l66th-

Infantry

166th-

InfantryInfantry with one platoonplaplan toonton of machine gun company , 3-inch3inch3inch-

Stokes

3inch-

Stokes

3inch-

Stokes

-

Stokes mortar platoon and 37-ram.37ram.37ram.37-mm.37mm.mm.ram- . platoon attached , holdingholding-

the

holdi-
ngthe front line north of SomeranceSameranceSomeplaceCameramen , France.France. An attack ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe entire First ArmyArmrArmor ( IJ.IJU.U. S.S. ) was to be launched the nextnext-

morning

ext-

orting
next-

morning

ext-

orting
next-

morning

ext-

ortingmorning , November 1 , 19181918.*. Our regiment had been relievedrelieved-

on

relieve-

don October 31 by the 6th Marines 2d Division , with thethe-

exception

tel-

escoping

the-

exception

tel-

escoping
(4)4(4)-

XIV
4X-

IV
(44( )

XIV . exception of the 2d Battalion and attached units.units. (4)4( ) .

P.O.A.POAF.O.A.FOAPAFA. . . 858,
The commandcommanCommand - of the regimental sector passed to the ColonelColone-

lthree

Colo-

nel
Colone-

lthree

Colo-

nel--three--three- -three-

(3)

thre-

e3

threeO-

RGGiN1

- -
I

'. . .



of the 6th karinesIJiarinesiiarinesmarinesInjuriesdiaries at noon on October 31.3131-

.Orders

31-

Orders

31-

.Orders

31-

Orders

31-

.Orders

31-

Orders

.

Orders hodhadhoodh d been received for the 2d Division to leapleap-leap-

frog

leap-

frog

leap-

frog

¬-

frog the 42d Division.Division., Upon the 2?2d< 3 Division passing throughthrough-

our

through-

outour lines the 42d Division would Debe relieved from activeactive-

A.

activ-

e

(5)5(5)-
XIV
5X-
IV
(5)-
XIV
5X-
IV
( )

XIV duty with V Corps.CorpsCorns.Corns. (5)5( ) At H1-11- hour plus one hour , it passedpassed-
F.O.v.c.

pas-
sed

passed-
F.O.V.C.

pas-
sed

passed-

from

pass-

edF.O.v.c.FOvcFoci. . . . 86
(6)6( ) iromfromiron V Corps to I Corps and became I Corps reserve.reserve. (6)6(6)-
XIV

6X-

IV
(6)-

XIV
6X-

IV
(6)-

H

6-
H

( )

XIVXIV-

F
XI-

V

XIV-

F.O.FF.O.FO. ° . A.A. 88 H hour was designated as 5:30530: AM , November 1 , 1918.19181918.-

A

1918-

A

.

A greatgrea.t. amountu.rnoWlturnoWltunbolt. of artillery had been massed for thethe-

attack.

th-

eatric

the-

attack.

th-

eatric

the-

attack.

th-

eatricattack.attack. An intensive artillery barregebarrage was put downdo n onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe enemy1senemy'senemysenemy' positions for two hours before H hour.hour. AtAAt HIiH-

hour

H-

our
H-

hour

H-

ourhour , a rolling barrage vuasasas started , which tnethetine infantryinfantryf-

ollowed
infa-

ntry
infantryf-

ollowed
infa-

ntry
infantryf-

ollowed
infa-

ntryfollowed in the attack.attack. Orders were given to break thethe-

resistance
h-

eresies
the-

resistance
h-

eresies
the-

resistance
h-

eresiesresistance of the enemy by an intense barrage put down byb-

yall

b-

all
b-

yall

b-

all
b-

yall

b-

allall available artillery , machine guns and accompanyingaccompanying-

weapons.

accompa-
nying

accompanying-

weapons.

accompa-
nying

(7)7(7)-
XIV
7X-

IV
(77(7)-
XIV
7X-

IV
( )

XIVXIV-
F.
XI-

V

weapons.weapons. (7)7(7)-
F.

7-
F

(7)-

The

7T-

he
(7)-

The

7T-

he

( )

F.F. O.A.OA0.0. A.A. 85
The special mission given our 37-nun.37nun.37nun.37-nunenunenun37-n37n- . platoon was toto-

fire

ta-

ffies

to-

fire

ta-

ffies

to-

fire

ta-

ffiesfire on certain machine gun nests on the heights near St.StSt-

.Georges.

St-

eerages

st.-

Georges.

st-

eerages

St-

.Georges.

St-

eerages

.

Georges.Georges. Too open fire ata t H hour minus ten (10)10( ) minutes andand-

to

an-

do

and-

to

an-

do

and-

to

an-

doto fire until H hour plus twenty (20)20( ) minutes.minutes. Then toto-

remain

fo-

reman

to-

I'emain

to-

Iemain

ti-

ming
to-

remain

fo-

remanremainI'emainIemainIceman' in position until H hour plus one (1)1( ) hour , at whichwhich-

time

whi-

ch
which-

time

whi-

ch
which-

time

whi-

chtime the platoon was to be considered relieved.relieved. Then toto-

rejoin

tor-

pedoing

to-

rejoin

tor-

pedoing

to-

rejoin

tor-

pedoingrejoin its company ( Headquarters Company 166th Infantry ) inin-

a

Gi-

naa valley just north of Charpentry.CharpentryCarpentryCharpentry-

.Plenty

Carpe-
ntry

Charpentry-

.Plenty

Carpe-
ntry

Charpentry-

.Plenty

Carpe-
ntry

.

Plenty of ammunition was brought up and put at thethe-

gun

t-
he

the-

gun

t-
he

the-

gun

t-
hegun positions.positions. The platoon commenced firing on scheduledscheduledt-

ime.

schedu-
ledtime.time. After firing about twelve minutes , one gun blew up.upup.-

The

um-

pteen

up.-

The

um-

pteen

up.-

The

um-

pteen

.

The other two guns completed firing as scheduled.scheduledscheduled.-

During

sched-
uled

scheduled.-

During

sched-
uled

scheduled.-

During

sched-
uled

.

During my several yearsrears experience in handling 37-ipm.37ipm.37ipm.37-rpm.37rpm.rpm.p.m.rpm37ipm-

.guns

37ipm-

guns

37-3737-

guns

37rpm-

.guns

37rpm-

guns

- .

guns , I have onlyonlY'' seen four guns blow up , two under actualactual-

battle
act-

ual
actual-

battle
act-

ual
actual-

battle
act-

ualbattle conditions and two during target practice.practice. TheTh.ThTh-

ebarrel

Th-

eatre
Th-

.barrel

T-

heatre

Th-

ebarrel

Th-

eatre
.

barrel generally splits.splits. A piece on top of the breechbreech-

four

bree-

ch

breech-

tour

rect-

orfour--four--tour--tour-. -four-

of

fo-

ur

tourJ-

.

tou-

r

- -

.J.J " "



housing about two inches square blowsbloriSb1o17sloriS off , flying high andand-

to

an-

do

and-

to

an-

do

and-

to

an-

doto the rigj.it.rigjitrig-ArigABrigitrig :-. ., If , in firing , men are taught to keep lowlow-

on

lo-
on

low-

on

lo-
on

low-

on

lo-
onon the trails , there willrill.rill',. not be much dangerdl.ngerdlngerlinger[ . of seriousserious-

accidents
ser-

ious
serious-

accid
seri-

ous
serious-

accid.nts
ser-

iousaccidentsaccid.ntsaccidntsaccidacid .,ntsants from guns blowing upup.upup.-

.ht

ups-

hot

up.-

Est

Sup-

erset

,.

.hthtEst. t 6:30630:3030: nLrd.rd. . , the platoonplftoon: moved out of position , tooktook-

the

toot-

hed

took-

the

toot-

hed

took-

the

toot-

hedthe road from JJomerance.3omerance3omerance'omeranceomeranceconversance."
)
' through FlevillePlevilleh'levillehlevilleFlexilePenilechenille' to CiiarpentryCharpentryCarpentry andand-

rejoined

ad-

enosine

and-

rejoined

ad-

enosine

and-

rejoined

ad-

enosinerejoined the company.companycompany-

.at

company-

.i1

compan-

yi1

compa-

ny

.,

atkiti1 t this time many prisoners were111e6:'
'' being broughtbrouebrogue ht back ,

each sentry having.vingvingvyingh . charge of 50 or 60 prisoners.prisoners. Traffic'rafficrafficTraffic-

on

'raffic-
on

raffic-
on

Traff-
ic

'

on the roads was terrible.terrible. Prisoners and elements of thethe-

42d

the-

42d

the-

42d42d Division were moving back and artillery andan other unitsunits-

were

unans-

wered

units-

TIere

unutt-

ered

units-

were

unans-

weredwereTIereTierce moving to the front.front. It took the platoon four hourshours-

to

Houst-

onto get back to CharpentryCarpentry , a distance of about 10 kilometers.kilometerskilometers.-

Here

kilomet-
ers

.

Here the regimentregGreg : nentanent remained in bivouac , resting forfor-

tro

For-

tran

for-

tr

fo-
rt

(8)8(8)-
XV
8X-
V
<( 8 >)

, ,
XVXV-

F.O.
tvotrototarotr ;: o days , November 1 and 2.2. (8)8( ) Then'l'henlhenhen' ' orders 77ereere'seresere:' received toto-

P.O.
t-op
to-

move

co-

mmove

to-

move

co-

mmove
P.O.POF.O.FO. . C.C. 88787-

C.

87-

C

?
move north on the mainma in hlghi/ayshlghiayshighayshighriayshighHayshighwayshigh /aysaysHays/ towardtOHardtoad uedanedansedanSudanedam: , keeping closeclose-

behind

clos-

eable
close-

behind

clos-

eable
(9)9(99(9)-
XIV
9X-
IV
( )

, ,
XIVXIV-

F.O.
XIV-

F.0.
XI-

VF0
behind the 78th Division.Division. (9)9(9)-

P.O.
9-

PO
(9)-

On

9-
On

(9)-

On

9-
On

( )

P.O.POF.O.FOF.0.F0.F0. . C.C. 88
On November 3d , the regiment marched 18 kilometers andand-

went

can-

dent

and-

went

can-

dent(10)10(10)-
V4
10-
V4

( ) went into camp at Verpel.VerpelOverplay. (10)10( ) The wagon trains were heldheld-
VI

hel-
d

held-

up

hold-

up

held-

up

hold-

up
:VIV4VI-

F.O.D.
V4-

r
l'll'-F.O.
l-

FO
L-

IFO
'

F.O.D.FODFORDF.O.FOr .0.0.0. . D.D. 51?1 up on the road on account of congested traffic and did notnot-

arrive

no-

taries

not-

arrive

no-

taries

not-

arrive

no-

tariesarrive until midnight.midnight. The result was that the troops wentwent-

to

we-

nt

went-

to

we-

nt

went-

to

we-

ntto bed withoutithout supper.suppersupper.-

Not

supp-

er
.

Not so the 37-mm.37mm.37mm.37-nun.37nun.nun.37-mmmmnun- ., platoon ; it had suppersupP3r which consistedconsisted-

of

consiste-

dof hot baked ( canned ) beans , hard bread , jelly and hot coffee.coffeecoffee.-

The

coff-
ee

coffee.-

The

coff-
ee

coffee.-

The

coff-
ee

.

The platoon had learned long before that it was not good toto-

go

to-

go

to-

gogo to sleep on an empty stomach.stomachstomach.-

So

stomac-

hs

.

So monthsmontlmont before , a corporal in the platoon had beenbeen-

appointed

bre-

akpoint
been-

appointed

bre-

akpoint
been-

appointed

bre-

akpointappointed by members of the platoon as messmesa sergeant forfor-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rtethe platoon.platoon. It was his special duty , In addition to hishis-

other

iso-

therm

his-

other

iso-

therm

his-

other

iso-

thermother duties , to have on hand at all timest es enough food forfor-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rtethe platoon for two mealsmeals.*. This was made possible by thethe-

five

thr-

ive

hehe-

five

Kh-

edive--five--five- -fivefive-

F.O.

fivef-

old

- -

-



members of the platoon makingmakinB purchases in different tov/nstovnsto:7nsto7nstownstvtovns-

and

Towns-

end

to:7ns-

and

to7ns-

and

towns-

ancd

Towns-

end

: /

andancd by acquiring articles otherwise.otherwiseotheryise.otheryise; . The members of thethe-

platoon

tel-

ethon
the-

p18toon

the-

platoon

tel-

ethonplatoonp18toon asa.s. aa.. wnolewholeanole were good rustlers.rustlers. Anythinglinythingglinting that waswas-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn'tnot nailed downdminadmin or locked up belonged to the pietoon.pietoonplatoon.platoonpiton. BeBe-

cause

Be-BeBe-

cause

e-ee-

cause

b-

ecause

¬-

cause of this , thetide platoon was known1non1-no\1no1 -:: ovnoven\ , n throughoutthl'qughoutthlqughout' trietIlethetribe regimentregiment-

as

regimen-

tsas "BundyBundyBund" !3undy and his 40 Thievec"Thievec'l'hieveolJ.lhieveolJThieve' ' " .

It rained hard all the night of NovemberJTovelgiberJollier? 3-434- , andand-

orders

ad-

orers
and-

orders

ad-

orers
(11)11(11-
)II
11-
II
( )

IIII-
P.

VI-

P
orders wereViereVerde to move early in the morning.morning. (11)11( ) The rain diddid-

P.
di-

d
did-

not

did-

n't
did-

not

did-

n't
P.P. 266

not aeIpl1elpcelpadeptclap road conditions.conditions. So an officer from each companycompany-

was

compa-

nywas detailed to go with the wagons on ijovomberbovomberovomberboomerNovemberi 4th and trytry-

to

try-

st
try-

to

try-

st
try-

to

try-

stto j"tjt"( ) t them through earlier.earlier. It was' as my lot to be oetaileddetailedoetailed-

to

detailed-

to

entaile-

d
detaile-

dto go with the wagons that day.dayday-

.Brieulles

day-

.Brleul1es

day-

Brleul1es

day-

.Brieulles

.

BrieullesBrleul1esBridles was the towntonntorntonne scheduled for the next stop.stopstop.-

The

soo-

the

stop.'-

rlhe

stop-

rlhe

stop-

ple

stop.-

The

soo-

the

.

The'rlherlherhea' regiment arrived in AutheAcute about noon.noon. Here informationinforma.tioninformation-

was

informati-
on

.

was received that the towntonntonne of BrieullesBridles and vicinity waswa-

sbeing

wea-

seling

wa-

sbeing

wea-

seling

wa-

sbeing

wea-

selingbeing heavily shelled by the enemy.enemy. The regimentrebiment v/asvaswas/ orderedordered-

to
order-

ed
(12)12(12)-
II
12-
II
(1212( )

IIII-
P.

VI-

P
to go into camp at Authe.AutheAcute. (12)12(12)-

P.

12-
P

(12)-

About

12A-

bout

(12)-

about

12a-

bout

( )

P.P. 266
About 2:00200: PlvlPlliPrvPallPallidRv: , a heavy French artillerya.rtillery. piece brokebroke-

through

break-

through

broke-

through

break-

through

broke-

through

break-

throughthrough a bridge and all traffic on the road stopped.stopped. ForFor-

hours

For-

ecourts

For-

hours

For-

ecourts

For-

hours

For-

ecourtshours the wagon train sat on the road just a couple ofof-

miles

co-

mpiles

of-

miles

co-

mpiles

of-

miles

co-

mpilesmiles from Authe.AutheAcute. The1lhe' troops were waiting for hot food butbut-

none

bu-

nion

but-

none

bu-

nion

but-

none

bu-

nionnone came.came. To makelnakelake it worse it started to rain.rainrain-

.hile

brain-

child

rain-

.Jhile

brai-

nchild

rain.-

.chile

gran-

dchild

.

/hilehileJhile.chilechileHilled. / the trains were stalled , elements of the 6th6th-

Division

6th-

Division

6th-

DivisionDivision ( U.S.US. . ) came up from a crossroad and went into campcamp-

in

campi-

ng

camp-

in

campi-

ng

camp-

in

campi-

ngin an open field near our regimental wagon train.train. They'l'heylheyheyThe-

ypitched

'l'he-

ypitched

lhey-

pitched

The-

ypitched

' '

pitched pup tents , built bonfires and the cooks started firesfires-

in

foresk-

inin their rolling kitchens to cook supper.supper. Some of the officersofficers-

with

offic-
ers

officers-

with

offic-
ers

officers-

with

offic-
erswith our trains went over to see the officers of the 6th6th-

Division

6th-

Division

6th-

DivisionDivision and requested them to put out their fires.fires. But theythey-

only"

they-

only
the-

ory
they-

anlJ

he-

al
they-

only
the-

oryonly"onlyanlJanal" laughed atat our officers.officersofficers-

.It

office-
rs

.

It became dark and had stopped raining.raining. Some timetime-

six

tim-

es

time-

six

tim-

essix--six--six--- - six-

members

sid-

ebars

six-

members

sid-

ebars

- -

, ..



laterlateplate , German bonbingbombing planes could be heard in the distancedistance-

end

distance-

and

distan-
ceendand comingominLnominalc , nearernearer'nearer.' ,. ordersrdersrdersjcreOrdersseredescriedForeseerere-jcrejcre-seresererarecare;-,- given[; ivenSven to unhitchunhiunship tchetch the mulesmulemules-

end

mul-
es

mules-

and

mul-
es

ss-

andendand taketalTetaretaTe them in a direction away from the fires of thethe-

6th

the-

6th

the-

6th6th Division.DivisionDivisionsDivision.-

The

Divisi-
on

DivisDivviesDivisions-

The

Divisio-
ns

ion.ionion.-

'l'he

ion-

lhe

in-
gle

.

The'l'helhehe' ' German bombers circled over the camp twice.twicetrice.trice. Then'ThenThen-

cane

The-

cae
'Then-

came

Then-

came

The-

cae

'

canecame closer to the ground and turned loose about a dozendozen-

bombs.

do-
zen

dozen-

bombs.

do-
zen

dozen-

bombs.

do-
zenbombs.bombs. By this time our teamsterst.eamstel'JsteamstelJs. ' and mulesmulmaul es were about aa-

half

a-

ha
a-

half

a-

ha
a-

half

a-

hahalf mile away from the camp.campcamp.hencamp. /henhen.I'henIhen.4'hen.4hen4hen. /' the bombs exploded , thethe-

ground

th-

ereon

the-

ground

th-

ereon

the-

ground

th-

ereonground around us fairly shook and some mules broke awayaway-

from

aw-
ay

away-

from

aw-
ay

away-

from

aw-
ayfrom theirthe ir drivers.drivers. But mules wereVlereiiereValeriePierre* soon caught again.againagain.-

hen

aga-

in
.

. hen.hen. the German bombers werew'ere' gone out of hearing , thethe-

mules

te-
mples

the-

mules

te-
mples

the-

mules

te-
mplesmules were taken back to the wagons and hitched.hitched. WotNotWont longlon-
gafter

elo-
ngate

lon-
gafter

elo-
ngate

lon-
gafter

elo-
ngateafter the teams vere'iereierewerevergeeire!, ' hitched , traffic started to move again.againagain.-

In

agai-

n
.

In a short time the trains were in camp at AutheAcute but itit-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

taswas tnenthenMienteen 11:00110011 : 00 PL.PLPlPI'SPIS'
,
.: . A hot meal was served the troops aboutabout-

midnight

abo-

rting
about-

midnight

abo-

rting
about-

midnight

abo-

rtingmidnight and then again atat'at'

4:00400: AJ.AJAiAk.Ak., . . 'I-
.I'I.-

Ht

I-

Ht

H-

t
AA-

Humors

H-

umors

'
.

HumorsIiuniorsIniquitousHt ors had been out that the 42d Division was to rere-

lieve

re-rere-

lieve

re-

lieve

¬-

lieveleave the 78th Division.DivisionlJivision.lJivisionliaison. But on the night of November 4-545- ,

orders were actually receivedreceived.received.Illhereceived,. 'i'heiheIllheTheheIll' ' orders were forfor': ' ourour-

division

Or-

dovician

our-

division

Or-

dovician

our-

division

Or-

doviciandivision to overtake the 78th Division , passpa.ss. through theirtheir-

lines

theo-

ries
their-

lines

theo-

ries
their-

lines

theo-

rieslines and take up the pursuit of the enemy , who was reportedreported-

to

reporte-

d(13)13(13)-
XIV
13X-
IV
(13)-
XIV
13X-
IV
( ) to be in full retreat.retreat. (13)13(13)-
XIV

13X-

IV
(13)-

Ea.r1y

13E-

ar1y

(13)-

Early

13-
Early

( )

XIVXIV-
P.O.
XIV-
F.O.
XIV-
F.O.P.O.POF.O.FO. . C.C. 90 EarlyEa.r1yEar1y. in the morning of November 5th we were on ourour-

way

Nor-

way

our-

way

Nor-

way

our-

way

Nor-

wayway to carry out thesethe se orders.orders. At BrieullesBridles , the GermansGernltl1SGernltl1S-

had

Germans-

had

Germ-
ans

:

(14)14(14(14)-
IV
14I-
V
( )

IVIV-
P.

V.-
P.

IV-
P.

V.-
P.

had demolished the causeway (14)14( ) and hadbad held up the 78th78th-
P.

78th-
P

78th-

Division.

78th-

Division

78th-

Division
P.P. 299

Division.Division.,, This causeway was about 1,0001000, feet long , 20 feetfeet-

high

fetc-

hing

feet-

high

fetc-

hing

feet-

high

fetc-

hinghigh and crossed a marsh creek.creek. In this artificial roadroad-

were

bro-

ader

road-

were

bro-

ader

road-

were

bro-

aderwere blown mine craters every 75 feet.feet. It took the 117thl17th117th-

Engineers

l17th-

Engineers

117th-

EngineersEngineers ( U.U. S.S. ) a day to repair this causeway.causewaycauseway.-

The

causew-
ay

.

The left regiment of the 78th Division crossedcl.ocloclod. sedseed thethe-

causeway

t-
ease

the-

causeway

t-
ease

the-

causeway

t-
easecauseway and right on its heels was the 156thl66th166th Infantry.Infantry. OurOu-

rregiment

Unr-

egimented

Ou-

rregtmant

Or-

egonian

Ou-

rregiment

Unr-

egimentedregimentregtmantregnant got acrossaoroar 8 about noon and pushed on to overtakeovertake-

the

overta-

kethe 78th Division.DivisionV1vls1on.V1vls1on. About 2:30230: PM , our regiment passedpassed-

seven

pas-

sed

passed-

seven

pas-

sed

passed-

seven

pas-

sed--sevenseven--seven--- -seve-

nlater

even-

tuate

--



through their lines near LesLees Petites Armoises.ArmoisesArmoires. .ee"e". . werewere-

again

enra-

ging
were-

again

enra-

ging
were-

again

enra-

gingagain in the drive with the Fourth French ArmyArmrArmor: on our leftleft-

and

leftw-

ard

left-

and

leftw-

ard

left-

and

leftw-

ardand the 165thl65th Infantry ( U.S.US. . ) on our right.rightright.-

The

rig-
ht

right.r-

l'he

rightr-

lhe

righ-

ter
right.-

The

rig-
ht

.

Therl'herlherhea' 1st Battalionattalion , withwi th a platoon of the i-acnineiacninel"l8.cllinell8.cllinell8cllinertacilinecanineretailing"-, . GunGun-

Company

Un-

womanly

Gun-

COliJpany

U-
nclip

Gun-

Colipany

Un-

cleanlyCompanyCOliJpanyColipanyColophony; and the 37-mm.37mm.37mm.37-mJn.37mJn.mJn.37-inmeinmeMNinner- . platoon attached , were the assaultassault-

troops

assa-
ulter

assault-

troops

assa-
ulter

assault-

troops

assa-
ultertroops of the regiment.regiment. The'lhelhehe' : 1st Battalion and attachedattached-

units
attac-

hed
attached-

Qnits

attac-
hed

attached-

units
attac-

hedunitsQnitsNits pushed on six kilometers through the totoxin* n of TannyTanyaTanny-

and

Tan-
ya

Tanny-

and

Tan-
ya

Tanny-

and

Tan-
yaand then through dense woods before dark.dark. The assaultassault-

troops

assa-
ulter

assault-

troops

assa-
ulter

assault-

troops

assa-
ultertroops spent the night in the nortnernnorthernnortnorth ernBern edge of'theoftheoftenof 'thethe', bois dede-

iont

de-

fiant

de-

l'jont

de-

ljont

Be-

lmont

de-

iont

de-

fiantiontl'jontljontontjoint,', , Dieu.DieuD1eu.D1euAdieuDieu.-

I

D1eu.-

I

D1eu-

I

Adie-

u

.

I Corps sent orders to the 42d Division to maintainmaintain-

a

maintai-

n
(15)15(15)-
XV
15X-
V
( )

XVXV-

F.O.
XV-

F.o.
a strong left flank guard.guard. (15)15( ) The'llhellheMlle' 166th Infantry was thethe-

P.O.
tem-

po
the-

left

hel-

met

the-

left

hel-

met
P.O.POF.O.FO. . C.C. 91

left regiment of the division , so it became the duty of ourour-

assault
fo-

resail
our-

assault
fo-

resail
our-

assault
fo-

resailassault battalion to protect its left flank.flank. Jill11ll alongalong-

the

elong-

atethe left boundary of the regimental sectorsector.sector-wassectorwas.- was a mainmain-

highway

ima-

gining

main-

highway

ima-

gining

main-

highway

ima-

gininghighway which led to Sedan.Sedan. This road followed along thethe-

east

the-

reat

the-

east

the-

reat

the-

east

the-

reateast side of the Bar River and was in a terrible condition.conditioncondition.-

All

condition.-

Jill

condition-

ally

conditi-
on

.
I

AllJill11 bridges were blown out and mine cratersera tel'stelstells' werewel'ewelewelled' blown atat-

all

at-

oll

at-

all

at-

oll

at-

all

at-

ollall road crossings and road junctions.junctionsjunctions.-

The

junctio-
ns

.

The special mission given the Machine Gun Platoon andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe 37-mm.37mm.37mm.37-nun.37nun.nun.37-mmmmnun- ., platoon was to assist Company "C"C"e"e" " in protectingprotecting-

the

protecti-
ngthe leftileft.leftlefts. flank of the battalionbattalion-

for

battalionB-

lor
battali-

onforBlorBoor: the night of November 5-656- , the platoon had allall-

three

alt-

hea
all-

three

alt-

hea
all-

three

alt-

heathree guns in position in the northern edge of the BoisLoisBois-

de

Boi-

se

Bois-

de

Boi-

se

Lois-

de

Eloi-

sede IuontlnontluontIonlotblunt DieuAdieu , ata t a point where an unimproved road leadingleading-

to

leadin-
gto La NeuvilleNeville crossed a small creek.creekcreek./creek.creekcreek.Duringretexturing. / During the nightnight-

the

nightt-

ime

night-

the

nightt-

ime

night-

the

nightt-

imethe trains had caught up and hot food was brought to thethe-

troops

tre-

etops
the-

troops

tre-

etops
the-

troops

tre-

etopstroops in the front line.line. The only way that wagons andand-

transportation

and-

transportation

and-

transportationtransportation could get acrossacrOBScarOBS the creeks was by locatinglocating-

fords
locat-

ing
locating-

fords
locat-

ing
locating-

fords
locat-

ingfords or repairing bridges.bridges. So the supply company workedworked-

hard

wor-
ked

worked-

hard

wor-
ked

(16)16(16)-
IV
16I-
V
( )

IVIV-
P.

V.-
P.

IV-
P.

V.-
P.

hard to get hot food to all troops by midnight each night.(16)night.16night16night.(16)-
P.

night16-
P

night.night. (1616( ) .

P.P. 300
At different timest 88 during the night loud reports werewere-

eight

wee-

knight

were-

eight

wee-

knight

were-

eight

wee-

knight--eight--eight- -eight-

V

eight-

I

eigh-

t

- -
. . , . .. .

.

.
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heard like some one blasting , and later on we found out thatthat-

it
th-

at

that-

it
th-

at

that-

it
th-

atit meant that bridges wereHere blown up.upup-

.About

up-

.About

up-

.About

.

About midnight orders were received from the division ,

changing the left boundarybou.ndary. from Chemery-Bulsom-BaChemeryBulsomBaChemery-Bulsom-BaeillesBaeillesCheeryBullsBaileysChemeryBulsomBaeilles-

all

- - ,:; ;.eilleseillesexiles. .eilles-

all
exil-

es( all inclusive ) to Chemery-CheheryChemeryCheheryCheery- "Chehery-Sedan"CheheryCheherySedanCheery" - Road"Road" ( allall-

inclusive

al-

liances
all-

inclusive

al-

liances(17)17(17)-
XVI

17X-

VI
(17)-

XVI
17X-

VI
( ) inclusive ) .* (17)17( ) It also ordered the oursuitpursuit of the enemyenemy-

XVI
ene-my
enem-

yat

ene-
ma

XVIXVI-
p.
VI-
Pp.p. 9898-

XIV

98-

XIV

at 5:305305 : ;50 &LLrd'lrdltira& ' the next morning ( November 6)6) and push the pursuitpursuit-
XIV

purs-
uit

purpourpursuit-

with

purs-
uit

suisuit tt-
with

t-

witch
XIVXIV-

F.O.C.

XIV-

F.0.C.
XI-
VF0C with the utmost vigor , reach the hieuseIvleuseMeuseChineseMilieusMuse HiverRiverHiveHiverveer and secure thethei-
1

the-

bbridgeheads

H-

ebrides
i1F.O.C.FOCF.0.C.F0C.F0CFOCIF.O.C.-
and

. 0 . C/C/ . 7\J7J9090-

and
7J-

and
\

and 91 bridgeheadsbbridgeheads at Sedan.SedanSedan.-

The

Sed-
an

Sedan.-

'I'he

Sedan-

Ihe

Sed-
an

Sedan.-

The

Sed-
an

.

The'I'heIheHe' ' countrycount.ry. was full of hills , ,
,
.'oods'ioodsioods.roodsroodsoddsisopods, and many littlelittlest-

reams.
litt-

lest
littlest-

reams.
litt-

lest
littlest-

reams.
litt-

leststreams.streamsstreams.I.lostreams. ToI.loIlo}. make it .vorsevorse'iorseiorsegorseverseMorse.,' , there werewel"1ewel1e" not enough maps , onlyonly-

about

o-
nly

only-

about

o-
nly

only-

about

o-
nlyabout 5 or 6 maps being sent to the regiment.regiment. Our ordersorders-

said
ord-

ers
orders-

said
ord-

ers
orders-

said
ord-

erssaid to go to edan6edan'sedansedanedam'> and signs on the highways nownOVinOV readread-

"Nach

read-

Nach

ra-
nch

read-

"Nach

read-

Nach

ra-
nch

read-

"Nach

read-

Nach

ra-
nch"NachNachMach" Sedan"Sedan"

.99,. meaningm aningawning "ToTo1f'Ilo1fIlo" ' Sedan"Sedan" . But when you came to aa-

creek

c-

reek

a-

creek

c-

reek

a-

creek

c-

reekcreek and the bridgebridgeTasBridgetwas-TasTasTaos; - out , it seemed to say "NotNot" yet"yet" .

Through this countrycountcuntrchunterc _ y began the famous race betwe3nbetwebetween;n thethe-

French

th-

erein
the-

French

th-

erein
the-

French

th-

ereinFrench and the American troops to take Sedan.SedanSedan-

.Early

Seden-

tarily

Sedan.-
I

Seda-
n

Sedan-

.Early

Seden-

tarily

.
v"

I

Early morning patrols entered La NeuvilleNeville and gainedgained-

contact
gai-

ned
gained-

contact
gai-

ned
gained-

contact
gai-

nedcontact with the enemy.enemy. Their machine guns were firing fromfrom-

a

fro-
ma point on the railroad southeast of Chemery.ChemeryCheery. A gun positionposition-

was

positi-
onwas taken on a hill just northeast of La Neuville.NeuvilleNeville. Fire waswas-

opened

as-

pen
was-

opened

as-

pen
was-

opened

as-

penopened up with extreme range and about 8 or 10 shots werewer-

efired

whe-

refore

wer-

efired

whe-

refore

wer-

efired

whe-

reforefired , when the enemy machine ceased Tiring.Tiringfiring.firinge. About 30 moremore-

rounds

foreg-

rounds

more-

rounds

foreg-

rounds

more-

rounds

foreg-

roundsrounds were fired to make sure that the hostile machine gunsguns-

were

gna-

wer

guns-

were

gna-

wer

guns-

were

gna-

werwere silenced.silenced. The'llhellheMlle' platoon received wordViOrdFiord that our troopstroops-

were

troo-
ps

troops-

were

troo-
ps

troops-

were

troo-
pswere advancingadvanadvance ingKing and by 10:301030: AlviAMAlvin , our assault troops werewere-

in

wher-

ein

were-

in

wher-

ein

were-

in

wher-

einin Chemery.ChemeryCheeryChemery-

.But

Chee-
ry

.
(18)18(18(18)-

I

18-

I

(18)-

P.

18-
P

( )

I But not the 37-ram.37ram.37ram.37-mm.37mm.mm.37-mmommorammo- . platoon (18)18( ) , for it was held up byby-

P
b-

P

by-

flooded

be-

fooled
IP.

PP.P,. 209209-

I

209l-

"

209-

l

" " . . , " . . . . . ,

flooded area between La NeuvilleNeville and ChemeryChemery.Cheery*. The platoonplatoon-

went

plato-
on

platoon-

went

plato-
on

platoon-

went

plato-
onwent up creek looking for a ford , In order to get the mulesmules-

and

mul-

es
mules-

and

mul-

es
mules-

and

mul-

esand guns across.across. The stream was deep , although not over

30 feet widetwide.widewidest.

--ninenine--nine--- - - -
I
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Afterl-ifterlifterlifter- goiggoinggoi.g#. up stream for about a mile a tree v/asvaswasvas-

found

ast-

ound

was-

found

ast-

ound

was-

found

ast-

ound

/

found that had fallen across the creekcreek.,. xesllxesitxesaxesMllesbites werelereere? gottengotten-

off

gott-
enoff the carts , several small trees were cut doi/ndoindowndo/ and boundboun-

dtogether

boun-

dtogether

boun-

dtogethertogether with wire.wire. This then made another log , which waswas-

put

wa-

sp
was-

put

wa-

sp
was-

put

wa-

spput across the stream a few feet from the fallen tree , makingmaking-

a

makin-
ga foundation for a foot bridge.bridge. By layingla.ying. limbalimbslinibalimaIndia and brushbrush-

across

bru-
shers

brush-

across

bru-
shers

brush-

across

bru-
shersacross the logs and a little dirt on top , a substantial smallsmall-

bridge

smal-

ltime

small-

bridge

smal-

ltime

small-

bridge

smal-

ltimebridge was made.made. 1'he1he1.'he1.heThe'
.
' guns and carts v/revreWJreworeWire/ ? hauled acrossa.cross. byby-

hand.

B-

ryan

by-

hand.

B-

ryan

by-

hand

B-

ryanhand.hand., The mules werevrerereared made to swim the creek.creekcreek.-

To

cree-

k
.

To1'010' build the bridge took some little time uuttutbututtaut it hadhad-

to

hard-

top

had-

to

hard-

top

had-

to

hard-

topto be donedone.,. fterafter crossing , the platoonpla.toon. moved down thethe-

north

te-

nor
the-

north

te-

nor
the-

north

te-

nornorth side of the creek and on to the road to Chemery.ChemeryCheery. itAtAt-

the

Ba-

the

At-

the

Ba-

the

it-

the

li-

thethe edge of the to--mtomtownto -
.
- n the bridge across a large creek waswas-

gone.

wa-

gon

was-

gone.

wa-

gon

was-

gone.

wa-

gongone.gone. HA corporal was sent in each directiondire tionion , up and downdovmdvmdown-

the

don-

ate

dovm-

the

udom-

eter

down-

the

don-

atethe stream , to look for a way to get across.across. In a fewfew-

minutes

fe-
minists

few-

minutes

fe-
minists

few-

minutes

fe-
ministsminutes word came that the railroad bridge on the switchswitch-

track

switch-

back

switch-

track

switch-

back

switch-

track

switch-

backtrack into the town was intact.intact., Also1\lso1lso\ thattbatuba t close to thethe-

railroad

th-

ermal
the-

railroad

th-

ermal
the-

railroad

th-

ermalrailroad bridge was a lumber yard.yard. A few plank were laidlaid-

across

lapi-

daries

laid-

across

lapi-

daries

laid-

across

lapi-

dariesacross the bridge and the platoon moved into the town.towntovm.tovmtom. I1\I-

.jord

1-

lord

. . '

.jordjordlordfjord., was sent to the RegimentalRe imentalmental Supply Officer aboutabout-

the

abutt-

ed

about-

the

abutt-

ed

about-

the

abutt-

edthe railroad bridge.bridge. By putting more planks on thet e bridge ,

the entire combat and field trains were able to effect aa-

crossing

c-

rossing

a-

crossing

c-

rossing

a-

crossing

c-

rossingcrossing at this place.placeplace.-

Upon

pla-
ce

place.-

Upon

pla-
ce

place.-

Upon

pla-
ce

.

Upon getting into the center of ChemeryCheery , we foundfound-

the

fou-
nd

found-

the

fou-
nd

found-

the

fou-
ndthe men of the support company of the assault battalionbattalion-

sitting
battal-

ions
battalion-

sitting
battal-

ions
battalion-

sitting
battal-

ionssitting around the streets eating turnips.turnips. Pushing onon-

through

ou-

tthought

on-

through

ou-

tthought

on-

through

ou-

tthoughtthrough the town and up the mainma in highway , the platoon soonsoon-

caught

soon-

caught

soon-

caughtcaught up with the assault companiescompanies.*. We'HeHe' were greeted byby-

Major

by-

Major

by-

MajorMajor Sampson (1st1st( let BattalionBat't&lionBattlion' ,& commander ) with these words :

"JustJusttI" Just whatwhs.whswhys.t I needneed' ', some artillery"artilleryart 111errtl" .

It was then 2:30230: PM.PM. The advance was held up by heavyheavy-

machine

hay-
making

heavy-

machine

hay-
making

heavy-

machine

hay-
makingmachine gun fire fromtram the hillsAi1lsbills near the crossroad ofor thethe-

ten

thre-

aten

the-

ten

thre-

aten--ten--ten- - ten-

lifter

em-

itter

ten-
I

te-
n

- -
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(19)19(19(19)-
II
19-
II
( ) Ghemery-SedanGhemerySedanChemery-SedanChemeryHemmerCheery- HighwayHighHay and the Connage-BulsomConnageBulsomCoinageBullsConnaConnate e-BulsomeBulsomBulls- road.road. (19)19(19)-
II

19-
II

(19)-

Also

19-
Also

(19)-

Also

19-
Also

( )

IIII-
P.

VI-

PP.P. 269 Also light artillery fire was coiningcoming from the hills justjust-

inin rear of the macninemachine gun positions.positionspositions.-

maneuvering

posi-
tions

positions.-

Maneuvering

posi-
tions

positions.-

r

position-
s

.

maneuveringr through the neavyheavynavy woods to the east ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe mainn in road for a position , the platoon soon came to thethe-

head

thre-

shed

the-

hea.d

th-

ee
the-

head

thre-

shedheadhea.d. of a small stream.stream. FollowingPollowingPillowing close to the stream ,

we soon came out on the Connage-BulsomConnageBulsomCoinageBulls- road , butLutLutz there v/asvasHasv-asvas-

no

va-

n
Has-

no

Ha-

noi

vas-

no

va-

n
/,.-

no enemy in sight.sightsight..resight. .rere. e were certainly surprisedsurprisurprise ed to find thatthat-

we

thaw-

edwe werewere.7ithinwere7ithinwere.1thinwere1thin-
.within-.7ithin.7ithin-.1thin.1thin 200 yards of the enemy'senemysenemy' former position.positionposition-

.If

positio-
n

.

If the enemy had still been in that firing position , thethe-

N
the-

platoon

tel-

ethon
the-

platoon

tel-

ethon
the-

platoon

tel-

ethonplatoon would/wouldwouldhavewould've10Ulwoulwould' / havehaverheaver)N probablyprObabltprobably had heavy losses..-

ri

losse-
s

losses.losseslosses.-

runner
los-

ses
losses.-

runner
los-

ses
.

.riri. runner was sent to Battalion Headquarters with thethe-

information

ten-

derization

the-

information

ten-

derization

the-

information

ten-

derizationinformation that the enemy had retreated.retreated. The messenger ttasimswastabsSimsttas-

hardly

sta-

shed
ims-

r

Sim-

s

wa-

shardly

ash-

amedlyhardlyr rdlyrudely out of sight v/henvhenwhen/ the assault companies appeared onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe Connage-BulsomConnageBulsomCoinageBulls- road.roadroad-

.It

roa-

d
.

It was now 5:00500: PM.PMPer: . Thehe infantry advancea.dvance. had gottengotten-

away

gott-
en

gotten-

away

gott-
en

gotten-

away

gott-
enaway from its artillery support.support. On account of the roadroad-

conditions

ran-

cidities
road-

conditions

ran-

cidities
road-

conditions

ran-

ciditiesconditions it was impossible for even the light artilleryartillery-
to

artiller-
yto keep up to within supporting distance of the infantry.infantryinfantry.-

Lack

infan-
try

.

Lack of artillery support made it hard for the advance ofof-

our

fl-

our

of-

our

fl-

our

of-

our

fl-

ourour infantry against the hostile machine gun and artilleryartilleryf-

ire.
artillery-

fire
artille-

ryfire.fire.,

The men of the assault battalion were exhausted afterafter-

going

after-

noon

after-

going

after-

noon

after-

going

after-

noongoing through woods and climbing up and down hills all day ;

the ammunition supply was getting low ; so orders were givengiven-

to
give-

nto dig in along the road for the night.night. The machine gungun-

platoon

gu-

nplay
gun-

platoon

gu-

nplay
gun-

platoon

gu-

nplayplatoon and the 37-mm.37mm.37mm.37-mmmm- ., platoon were moved to the vicinity ofof-

Connage

co-

cooning

of-

Connage

co-

cooning

of-

Connage

co-

cooningConnageCoinage and took up positions on the left flank of the batbat-bat-

talion

bat-

talion

bat-

talion

¬-

taliontalon for the nightnight.night.-

About
ni-

ght
night.-

About
ni-

ght
*.

About 7:00700: PM , Colonel Hough sent orders to me to taketake-

part
ta-

ke
take-

part
ta-

ke
take-

part
ta-

kepart of raymy platoon and meet supply officer at the junctionjunction-

of

junction-

ot

junctio-

nofot the roads about halfbaltalt waywar between ConnageCoinage and Chemery.ChemeryChemerr.ChemerrCheeryCheerer. He
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was coming up withvrithwrithe hot food for thet he front line troops , whichnhichhichunhitchhitchwhich-

had

whi-
ch

nhich-

had

unhi-

tch

; ;hich-

had

Rich-

ardhad to be fed before midnight.midnightmidnight.-

The

midnig-

ht
.

The men of the platoon were to help push the rationration-

carts
rainc-

oats
ration-

carts
rainc-

oats
ration-

carts
rainc-

oatscarts over the hills and assist in distributing the hot food.foodfood-

.All

foos-

ball

food-

.J11

food-

J11

.

AllJ\11J11\ 11 troops were fed by 11:301130: PMPhi , lutQutbutglutQuit?
,

it was nearly 1:00100: AMAM-

fr

AM-

r
Mf-

r
A-

M
< fr/ fd'd4'4'4'-

a

4-
a

4-

'before
4-

before
'

f'r4a> c<....

before the men were all back with platoonplatoon in Connage.ConnageCoinageConnage-

.About

Coin-
age

Connage-

.About

Coin-
age

Connage-

.About

Coin-
age

.

About midnight , November 6-767- , orders were received byby-

regimental

ab-

ridgment
by-

regimental

ab-

ridgment
(20)20(20)-
II
20-
II
( )

IIII-
P.

VI-

P
regimental headquartersdquartersquartershe from division headquarters to pushpush-

P.

push-

on

push-

up

pushdo-

wn
P.P. 270270-

VI
on at once.once. (20)20( ) The substance of these orders were :

VI
II'II} ' .O.D.OD° 'ID'ID 53'. '. '. "l.l" lt1.1. The'IlheIlheIsle' enemy is gtinstilltin in retreat.retreatretreat.-

The

retre-
at

retreat.-

The

retre-
at

retreat.-

The

retre-
at

.

The I Armyh Y 'orpsorpsUorpscorpsBurps°' continues the attack.attack.

2.2. The 42d Division will continue the pursuit at onceonce-

and

oce-

an
once-

and

oce-

an
once-

and

oce-

anand :iillill continue it day and night without halting.haltinghalting.-

The

halti-
ng

.

The LieuseMeusekieuseLeseMusekites will be reached and Sedan willil1ill; :; be takentaken-

tonight.

taken-

tonight.

taken-

tonight.to-night.tonight.night- . ( November 7)77).1f7)0"707).1f'-

Ilhe

71fI-

lhe

7)0"-

The

70T-

he

) . "

The'IlheIlheIsle' 3d Battalion , then in ChemeryCheery , received orders totoj-

.iove

tol-

:1ove

tol-

1ovej.iovejiovel:1ovel1oveovejove.::: forward at once , taking with it a machine gun platoon ;

leap-frogleapfrog- the 1st Battalion , picking up the 37-mm.37mm.37mm.- . platoonplatoon-

as

platoo-

nsas it passed through the lines of the 1st Battalion.Battalion. TheseThese-

orders

Che-

erers
These-

orders

Che-

erers
These-

orders

Che-

erersorders were received by the platoon soon after returning fromfrom-

delivering

from-

delivering

from-

deliveringdelivering food to the 1st Battalion.BattalionBattalion.-

A

Battalio-
n

.

A runner from the 3d Battalion , notifying the plat.oonplatoonplat.oo-

nthat

plato-
on

platplatoon-

that

plato-
on

. onon-

that

co-

ntactthat they had started , never found thet be platoon.platoonpla.toon.. . The'l'helhehe' ' platoonplatoon-

was

plato-
onwas in position outside of thetl regimental boundary , so diddid-

not

did-

n't
did-

not

did-

n't
did-

not

did-

n'tnot see the 3d Battalion when it passed through the lines ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 1st Battalion.Battalion. A runner from the 1stlet Battalion was sentsent-

to

San-

to

sent-

to

San-

to

sent-

to

San-

toto the platoon that the 3d Battalion had passed through theirtheirl-

ines.

theo-

ries
theirl-

ines.

theo-

ries
theirl-

ines.

theo-

rieslines.lines.
So we started out to catch up.up. This was about 3:30330: AM ,

November 7.7. The platoon traveled east on the Connage-BulsomConnageBulsomCoinageBullsConnageBulsom-

road

-

road toto.to.thetote. the Chemery-SedanChemerySedanmerr-SedanmerrCheerymerryCh - highwayhighwar and then turned north towardtoward-

Sedan

tow-
ards

toward-

Sedan.

tow-
ards

toward-

Sedan.

tow-
ardsSedanSedan.*.

--twelve--twelve- - twelve-

was

twel-

ve

- -

. . . . . _ . , . . , . . . . - . . . - . . . .- . .
" ' , . . . . .



ASA s soon asa s vveweviveea were on the main highway to Sedan ,, wewe-

found

re-

fund

we-

found

re-

fund

we-

found

re-

fundfound it crowded with French troops.troops. It was a moonlightmoonlight-

nigllt

moonlig-

hting

moonligh-

tnight

moonlig-

hting(21)21(21( ) nightniglltNigel: (21)21( ) and by taking fast pace we soon passed thesethese-
III

these-

troops

tree-
tops

these-

troops

tree-
topsIIIIII-

Ps.
III-
Ps.Ps.-Ps.Ps-

.156160
Ps-

156160
. - troops and caught up with the 3d Battalion.BattalionBatta.lion.Batta.lion.-

bout.

Battali-
on

Battalion.-

About.

Battal-
ion

. .
156-160156160-

aboutbout.boutAbout. . 6:00600: MUAi.Ai. '. , the assault battalion met uithnithwithRuthninth a littlelittlem-

achine
little-

neck
littlem-

achine
little-

neck
littlem-

achine
little-

neckmachine gun fire and some artillery fire.fire. But it was notnot-

enough

n-
ote

not-

enough

n-
ote

not-

enough

n-
oteenough to interrupt advance of the troops.troopstroops.-

About

rousta-

bout

troops.-

About

rousta-

bout

troops.-

About

rousta-

bout

.

About 7:30730: AkAlvAMMO! , the platoon passed through Chehery.CheheryCheery. JustJust-

north
Ju-

stin
Just-

north
Ju-

stin
Just-

north
Ju-

stinnorth of this to.ntonto'ntown'
.,
'; the troops were held up by heavy machinema.chinemachine-

gun

ma.chine-

gun

machi-

ne
.

gun fire and increasing artillery fire.fire. The enemy had decideddecided-

to

decid-
edto make a stand on the heights in front of Sedan.Sedan. The valleyvalley-

between
val-

ley
valley-

between
val-

ley
valley-

between
val-

leybetween CheheryCheery and ChevangesCervantes was raked by machine gun fire.firefire.-

The

frot-

hed

fire.-

The

frot-

hed

fire.-

The

frot-

hed

.

The platoon i/asiaswas/ called upon to give assistance by fire onon-

some

con-

somme

on-

some

con-

somme

on-

some

con-

sommesome of the machinemaclrlnenacelle gungtmgmt nests.nestsnests.-

The

nes-
ts

nests.-

The

nes-
ts

nests.-

The

nes-
ts

.

The situation waswa.s. critical.critical. The Assaultssault4ssaultsault battalion waswas-

pinned

ba-

sined

was-

pinned

ba-

sined

was-

pinned

ba-

sinedpinned to the ground and those thuttrultth.itthithuttrulyhit} :. jere.Jereere.ii. able had gotten intointo-

shell

nut-

shell

into-

shell

nut-

shell

into-

shell

nut-

shellshell holes and ditches.ditches. There was no choice of positions.positionspositions.-

All

positio-
ns

.

All high ground on three sides ofo f the valley was manned withwithe-

nemy

wri-

then

withe-

nemy

wri-

then

withe-

nemy

wri-

thenenemy machinema.chine. guns and light artillery.artillery. It seemed to me thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe time had come when the platoon must be eacrificedsacrificed to savesave-

the

sve-

lte

save-

the

sve-

lte

save-

the

sve-

ltethe battalion.battalionbattalion.-

Jith

battalio-
n..Jl

battalion.-

.Jith

battali-
on

.

Jith.JithKith.JlJl. th this thought in mind , the platoonpIaApia toonton was moved boldlyboldlyd-

own
bol-

dly
boldlyd-

own
bol-

dly
boldlyd-

own
bol-

dlydown the road toward Chevauges.ChevaugesCheapens. About 8:00800: AM , a firingfiring-

position
fir-

ing
firing-

position
fir-

ing
firing-

position
fir-

ingposition was taken in the ditchditohditto on the east side of thethe-

highway

He-

mingway

the-

highway

He-

mingway

the-

highway

He-

mingwayhighway , and about half1mlf way between CheheryCheery and Chevauges.ChevaugesCheapens.

(22)22(22(22-
)II
22-
II
( )

IIII-
P.

VI-

P

(22)22( ) . The mules were put into the ditchditohditto on the west side ofof-

P.

o-
f

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten
P.P. 271

the road.road. Tall trees were on eacheaohLeah side ofot the road , as isis-

found

b-

ison

is-

round

su-

rround

is-

found

b-

isonfoundround on most of the highways in Prance.PranceFrance.FrancePrance.-

Many

Space-

man

France.-

Many

Fra-
nce

France.-

Many

Fra-
nce

.

Many machine gun nests were put out ofor action butbu-

tstill

bu-

sily
bu-

tstill

bu-

sily
bu-

tstill

bu-

silystill there were a great number left.left. The situation waswa-

srelieved

w-

arlike
wa-

srelieved

w-

arlike
wa-

srelieved

w-

arlikerelieved somewhat and the battalion advanced again , gaininggaining-

a

gainin-

ga road runningrwlningrelenting east and west through the northern edge ofotof-

thirteen

so-

fthearted

ot-

thirteen

a-

ttire

of-

thirteen

so-

ftheartedthirteen--thirteen--thirteen----thirteen(-

21

thirteen-

21

thirtee-

nA

thirte-

en

- -



the townto 'mm' of Chevauges.ChevaugesCheapens. at 9:209209:20UA920UA9 : 20 /UAUAliEt/ I/iI/ , the enemy resistance hadhad-

reached

hu-

arache

had-

reached

hu-

arache

had-

reached

hu-

arachereached a pointpoi t wherewlwrelowbred it wasrrasryasarrasryes useless to try a frontal attack.attackattack.-

The

atta-
ck

attack.-

The

atta-
ck

attack.-

The

atta-
ck

.

The assault troops dug in along the road they had gained.gainedgained.-

In

gaine-

d
.

In the meantime , the platoon had moved up into thethe-

town

thr-

own

the-

town

thr-

own

the-

town

thr-

owntown of ChevaugesCheapens and taken a position in an orchard in thethe-

northeastern

he-

notheistic
the-

northeastern

he-

notheistic
the-

northeastern

he-

notheisticnortheastern part 01ofo.i'oi. ' the town.towntoy/n.toyn./ . The ammunition supply waswa-

sgetting

wa-

gering
wa-

sgetting

wa-

gering
wa-

sgetting

wa-

geringgetting lowloi'loiloci'," , so 20 men wereVlereValerie sent back to the wagons , whichnhichunhitchwhich-

ere

hitc-
her

nhich-

"ere

nhich-

ere
hitc-

her

which-

were

hitc-

her/ereere"erewere.
"/ in OheheryCheheryCheery , to get more ammunition.ammunitionamrmmiSammie tion.tionion. It wasViasVials deemed unun-

wise

un-unun-

wise

un-

wise

¬-

wise to send mules and carts back for ammunition.ammunitionammtUlition.ammtUlition. It waswa-

sabout

wal-

kabout

wa-

sabout

wal-

kabout

wa-

sabout

wal-

kaboutabout a mile backbacltbacklit : tot o the wagons , but it took the detail twotwo-

hours

tow-

nhouse

two-

hours

tow-

nhouse

two-

hours

tow-

nhousehours to return withTiithTithe the ammunition.ammunitionammunition.-

At

ammunition..-

H.t

ammunition..-

1it

ammunition-

1it

ammuniti-

on

.

At.H.tHt.1-it.1it.1it.
.-. aboutbouta 10:00100010 : 00 ALliV.liVtirr:. , the platoon moved to a betterbetter-

position

deteri-

oration

better-

position

deteri-

oration

better-

position

deteri-

orationposition on high ground just northeast of Chevauges.ChevaugesCheapensChevauges.r1'1iChevaugesr11i. 'JLiisJLiisr1'1ir11i'pispis'Juliuspies'JLiis-

was

JLiis-

was

Li-
sa

'pis-

was

pis-

was

Pi-
sa

' '

_ ss-

vias

v-

ialswasviasvials the last firing position taken by the platoon during thethe-

'orld

the-

orld
he-

rald

the-

"or1d

the-

or1d

the-

orld

he-

rald'orldorld"or1dor1dworld" '+ orldwar.worldar.ar.ar.-war.war..-warwar.-

A

wa-

r

.
< . {\

AJd flanking movement wasViasVials planned.planned. The 3d Battalion waswas-

to

wa-

ste

was-

to

wa-

ste

was-

to

wa-

steto hold their position.position. The 2d Battalion was to move onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe left flank and the 1st Battalion was to move on thethe-

right

he-

ight
the-

right

he-

ight
the-

right

he-

ightright flank of the 3d Battalion in an attempt to envelopenvelop-

both

enve-
lop

envelop-

both

enve-
lop

envelop-

both

enve-
lopboth flanks of the enemy.enemyenemy-

.At

ene-
my

.

(23)23(23(23)-
XVII
23X-
VII
( ) At about 10:301030: AM , elements of the 1st Division (23)23(23)-
XVII

23X-

VII
(23)-

were

23-
were

(23)-

were

23-
were

( )

XVIIXVIVIIXVI-
ps.229235

XVI-
ps229235

XVII-
pe

VI-
P

! f $? ,

ps.229-235ps.229235ps.229ps229235pe .229229. .229235-235235- were moving (in skirmishes) across the open field betweenbetween-

our

betwe-

enour support battalion at CheheryCheery and our assault battalionbattalion-

at

battalio-

nat Chevauges.ChevaugesCheapens. These troops were later found to be thethe-

3d
(24)24(24(24-
)II
24-
II
( )

IIII-
Pe.282

II-
Pe282

3d Battalion 28th Infantry (24)24( ) . They were drawing the firefire-
Ps.282,286

fire-
Ps282286

fire-
ps.282,286

fire-
ps282286

firef-

rom

fore-

front
Ps.282,286Ps.282286Ps282286Pe.282Pe282. ,286286, ,

287 from the enemy and causingoausingpausing many unnecessary casualties inin-

our

In-

oue

in-

our.troops

N-

orthropourour.troopsourtroopsoutcropstroops.troops
.

, in addition to their own.own. Upon reaching our 3d3d-

Battalion

3d-

Battalion

3d-

BattalionBattalion P.P. C.C0.0. , they were notified of our advanced position.positionposition.-

They

positi-
on

position.-

They

positi-
on

position.-

They

positi-
on

.

They then moved their troops to the left into Chevauges.ChevaugesCheapensChevauges.-

The

Cheap-
est

.

The flanking movement planned was not carried out ,
(25)25(25)-
II
25-
II
( )

IIII-
P.

VI-

P
II-

P
I-

I
due to the intermingling of troops of the 1stlet Division.(25)Division.25Division25Divlsion.(25)Divlsion.25Divlsion25Division.(25-

)P.
Division2-

5P

Divlsion.(25)-

The

Divlsion25-

The

Division.Division. (2525( )

P.PP . 271
The assault battalion pushed onan a little farther.farther. At 2:002002:00-

fourteen

200-

fourteen

2:00-

fourteen

200-

fourteen

:

' " . . . . --fourteenfourteen--fourteen--- -fourteen-

the

fourtee-

nu.

fourtee-

nth

fourte-

en

- -
r

. , . . . . ...:. .... , ... . .:. .. u.u. . _ . . ' " , . . _ :_ .1.--1..1.. .-

1.the

1-

the

. _ ,;"" : , '-- ._ ::. _ --'_ _ .- ,
- .;

, . . .. . . , .. , .



PIViPriviesPlvLJPall, the advanceadvnnceadvfinceadvice wasteas stopped.stopped. Ihe'I'heTheHe' ' men werev'lerevlereValerie' exhausted anaand thethe-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy fire was very Intense.IntenseIntense.-

The

Inten-
se

intense.-

The

inten-
se

intense.-

The

inten-
se

.

The 165thl65th Infantry on our right hactbadhadact had hard goinggoing-

through

going-

throughthrough nothing but hills and woods and very few roads.roads. Ihey'I'heyTheyHeyIhey-

finally
Hel-

ically
'I'he-

yfinally

Ihey-

finally
Hel-

ically
The-

yfinally

Ter-

minally

' '

finally took hill 546 just east of Chevauges.ChevaugesCheapens. TnisThisTrisTunisTries was thethe-

highest

hei-

ghtens

the-

highest

hei-

ghtens

the-

highest

hei-

ghtens
(26)26(26)-

XI
26-

XI
( )

XIXI-
P.

X-
I

* highest hill around ChevaugesthevaugesCheapenstheaters% and Sedan.Sedan. (26)26( ) On it was foundfound-

a

fond-

a
P.P. 135

a German observation towertOHer.tOHertower.OtHer,. ASA*iss soon asa s this was taken thethe-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemyenemenema r fire began to slackensl&.censlcen& . ){ and by 4:0u40u4:00400: PMPIVi had ceased.ceasedceased.-

Orders

casew-

orkers

ceased.-

Orders

casew-

orkers

ceased.-

Orders

casew-

orkers

.

Orders were receivedreceivedd that the Commanding General , 42d42d-

Division

42d-

Division

42d-

DivisionDivision , had assumed command of all troops in the sector.sectorsector.-

So

secto-

rs

.

So the elements of the 1st Division were withdrawnithdrawn immediately
(27)27(27(27)-

XII
27-

XII
(27)-

XII
27-

XII
( )

XIIXII-
P.

XII-
P
XI-
I

(27)27( ) . another paragraph of the order said the 166thl66th and 16516-

5Infantries

16-

5Infantries

16-

5Infantries
P.PP . 353

Infantries would be relieved as soon as the 40th French DivisionDivision-

passed

Divi-
sion

Division-

passed

Divi-
sion

Division-

passed

Divi-
sionpassed toroughtlwoughthroughthoroughtwo our lines.lines. This relief was completed about

3:00300: aiviwaivingfuJFuji, November 8 , 1918.19181918.-

a

1918-

a

1918.-

is

1918-

is

.

ais, company from eachea.cheaciiASCII. : of thesethe se regiments waswa.s. invitedinv ! ted toto-

accompany

T-

acoma
to-

accompany

T-

acoma
to-

accompany

T-

acomaaccompany the French into Sedan.Sedan. ThroughTlwough a mix up , thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany from the 165thl65th Infantry never joined the French.FrenchFrench.-

Company

French-

woman

French.-

Company

French-

woman

.

(28)28(28)-
VP.

28-
VP

(28)-
VP.

28-
VP

( ) Company "D"D" " , 166thl66th Infantry , went with the FrenchB'renchBrenchBench' to thethe-

outskirts

the-
VF.

th-
ief

the-

outskirts
V-P.VP.V-F.F.- . 180180-
VII.

180-
VII

180-
VII.

180-
VII

180-
VII.

180-
VIIVII.VIIVII.-

r

Vi-
i

. outskirts of Sedan (28)28( ) on November 10th , this company rere-

joined

rre-rere-

joined

¬-
VII.PVII

r P.PP . 474474-
KP.

474-
KP

474-
cP.

474-
cP

4 7474-

X
74-

P.

74-

PXK-P.KP.c-P.c-P.- . 11-

Vov1518
1-

1ov15
joined the regiment.regiment. (29)29(29)-

The

29T-

he
(29)-

lNov15
29l-

Nov15
(29)-

The

29T-

he

( )

lNov-15lNov151ov-151ovNovVov-1518Vov1518VvVov1518-
CIPs.276
Vov1518-
CIPs276

- , !' 181-
8IPs.276

1-
8IPs276

1-
8IPs.276

1-
8IPs276CI-Ps.276CIPs.276CIPs.276Ps276I-Ps.276IPs.276I- . , The 37-mnu37mnu37-mm.37mm.mm.menu- . platoon , upon being relieved , marched backback-

and

backh-

and

back-

and

backh-

and
283,288,289283288289, ,
(29)29(29)-

ttV
29t-

tV
(29)-
IV
29I-
V
( ) and joined the regiment at 5:00500: AM at Chemery.ChemeryCheery. The platoonplatoon-

was

platoon-

IV
plato-

on
ttV-ttVIV-IVtV-
ttV.0.ttV0IV.0.IV0
? .0.0.0. . A.94A94. was just in time to be the first in thetl mess line for breakbreak-break-

fast

break-

(30)

brea-

k30

break-

fast

¬-

(30)30(30-
)IIP.213
30-

IIP213
(30)-

I
30-

I
(30)-

P
30-

P
( ) fast , and after this the platoon was always called "Pound-"PoundPound"Poun-

dionders"

Pound-

ionders
Pun-

iness
"poun-

dIP
poun-

dIP
pou-

nd
"Pound-

vaonders"

Pound-

vaonders

Moun-

taineers

" -
II-P.213IIP.213IIP.213P213I-PIPI -PP- .213213.

i/onders"ionders"ondersvaonders"vaonderspondersvanes\
'/ " . (30)30( )

. . .- - " " "

. "

"

"

'
"

"

ANALYSESkNALYSESKaisers AND CRITICISMSCRITICISM-

SIn

CRITICISM-

Sthe

Criticis-

ms
"

J

.

1"--1"11"-J 1-J II-

I tI /\ ' \ , In analyzing this operation , the platoon had in mind atat-

all

at-

oll

at-

to

C-

ato

at-

all

at-

oll{;;
all times the objective , which waswas-

kNALYSES

we-

aknesses

to crush the enemy andand-

push

ca-

mpus

and-

push

ca-

mpus

and-

push

ca-

mpuspush on tot o SedanSedan.*. It always maintained the offensive.offensiveoffensive-

.fifteen

offen-

sive

offensive.-

I

offensiv-

e

offensive-

.fifteen

offen-

sive

offensive-

fifteen

offen-

sive

.*

I

fifteen--fifteen--fifteen--- -fifteenPl-

vLJ

fifte-

en

fifteen(-

26)

fiftee-

n26

- -

, . . . . . . . . . " . - " . .- .- - ... .. ...--_ . _ _ . . . , . . . . . - - - - . - - . . - . . . . . , , . - . - . -



Lassrassbrassr/rL/ ass is shov/nshovnshornshoveshoshod / n by the fact that thetine assault troops at allallt-

imes

al-

lies
allt-

imes

al-

lies
all-

r

al-

l

times drove the enemy back toward Sedan.Sedan. By having a narrownarrow-

sector

narro-

west
narrow-

sector

narro-

west
narrow-

sector

narro-

westsector with one battalion of the regiment in the assault ,

and the otnerothertonerot ierbier two battalions in support and reserve , gave thethe-

regiment

th-

erein
the-

regiment

th-

erein
the-

regiment

th-

ereinregiment a drivingdl"'livingdllivingdulcifying" ' paverposerp 1er whichrrhich shows economy of forces.forcesforces.-

Enemy

fore-
see

forces.-

Enemy

fore-
see

forces.-

Enemy

fore-
see

.

Enemy machine gun nests were routed by being out flanked ,

v/liichvliichwhichlich/ brings out the principle of movement.movement. The enemy waswas-

never

wha-

tsoever

was-

never

wha-

tsoever

was-

never

wha-

tsoever
r

never surprised , because he took positions that made itit-

possible

im-

possible

it-

possible

im-

possible
,

,
;

. ., possible for him to see our movements.movementsmovements.fmovements. Thef}'he troppstroopstrotaro ps receivedreceived-

a

receive-
da surprise when the enemy made a decided stand in front ofof-

Sedan.

Po-

seidon' Sedan.Sedan. Security v/asvaswas/ observedsel'vedselvedshelvedob ' ata t all times , by having advanceadvanc-

epatrols
adv-

ance
{ {}

I/
x

patrols to the front and a strong left flank guard.guardguard.-
I

guard.f-
.

Guardi-
a

guar-
d

. OrdersOrders-

t

Orders-

I

Order-
s

Orders-

always

Or-
ders

Orders-

always

Or-
ders

I
.tf.f

Iff.f always stated to pursue the enemy and crush him.him. These11hese ordersorders-
i

ordersJ-
. order-
s

orders-

were

ord-
ers

orders-

were

ord-
ers

t
1ti11-

Ji
,;J.JJ . were simplicitynplicitypluckilys itself.itself. The platoon always was willing toto-

cooperate

tr-

ooper
to-

cooperate

tr-

ooper
to-

cooperate

tr-

ooper
;

cooperate and carry out any mission given to it ; from pushingpushing-

ration

push-
ing

pushing-

ration

push-
ing

pushing-

ration

push-
ingration carts to deliver hot food to assault troops to boldlyboldly-

exposing
bo-

ldly
boldly-

exposing
bo-

ldly
boldly-

exposing
bo-

ldlyexposing Itself to hostile fire in order to save a battalionbattalionf-

rom
battali-

on
battalionf-

rom
battali-

on
battalionf-

rom
battali-

onfrom deadly machine gun fire.firefire.-

In

forei-

gn

fire.-

In

forei-

gn

fire.-

In

forei-

gn

.

In the criticisms , there can be nothingnottdngknotting said aboutabout-

the

abutt-

ed

about-

the

abutt-

ed

about-

the

abutt-

edthe platoon except praise.praisepraise.-

The

prai-
se

.

The only criticism is of the authorities higherhigWhig r up ,

who failed to furnish sufficient maps.maps. Also it is not goodgoo-

dpolicy

good-

policy

good-

policypolicy for troops to beb e intermingled with troops of anotheranother-

sector.

anot-
her

another-

sector.

anot-
her

'

\
\.i

sector.sectorsector.-
i

secto-
r

.
"

\\'}\''ItIt\\<
> .\'\\,') ..

. ...., ,,

.

--sixteensixteen--sixteen--- - sixteen-

r

sixteen-

I

sixtee-

n

sixteen-

times

sixt-

een

- -

- -

I

\
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i i1

'
LESSONS

11.1*. That well trained infantry , without the supportsupport-

'of
suppor-

tof
supp-

ort'ofof' artillery but having high morale , can drive back anan-

enemy

a-
nnoy

an-

enemy

a-
nnoy

an-

enemy

a-
nnoyenemy with supporting artillery that has a low morale.morale.

2.2. The one great lesson that tiaethetaee platoon learned'learned' waswa-

sthat

ast-

hma

wa-

sthat

ast-

hma

wa-

sthat

ast-

hmathat "InInttrnattn" every advance , it is necessary to push.pushpush.-
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