
V
1 1\

'j.j' ... .y ""

'. - ., ' . .:...: .
.
,:_V. . . . . . .

)
.

.. ...

N . .
.

......
' . . . . , . . . ...

'w: " ' ; --- - <, - : :
tify-iftifyififfytifyiftr--:.:,. . -trtr'r.-'r.r'r.-

i'

r-

i
-' tr-

t

tar-

t

.- ' . . " " . ...__.- . - . ... . -_ . . . . .. - - - . . . . ... ' . . .
'"

. . .
't i'i"' c'c'.fflMMgpf'fflMMgpf.fflMMgp-

f'THE

fflMMgp-

fTHE

."'"

o,.. -22- YA,. r,3"f-"ff"fPfP,1'1", '

' -.,.. <.,33,P ' 33-

OPERATIONS

r--r:- -
,. . '

... '
I

.

THE INFANTRYIlrAiTRYHilarity SCHOOLSCHOOL-
FOURTH

SHOO-
TOUT

SCHOO-
LrOURTI

Schoo-
lroom

SCHOOL-
FOURTH

SHOO-
TOUT/ -

FOURTHrOURTIrout SECTIONSEO'1'IONSEO1IONSECTION-
COMMITTEE

SEO'1'ION-
OOM

SEO1ION-
OOM

SECTION-
001W

' '
COMMITTEEOOMBOOM001W)([ TTEETEE MHHIIH"IIH"E"EMPHIIMH-

HFORT

IIH"-

FOR
IIH-

FOR
"E"-

FORT
EF-

ORT
FO-

RT
" "

FORTFORT B.ENIKCNGBENIKCNGB.E1fINGBE1fINGB.ENNCNGoBENNCNGoENTICING.
([ , GEORGIAGEORGIA-

ADVANCED

GEO-

RGIA

GEORGIA-

ADVANOED

GEO-

RGIA

GEORGIA-

ADVANCED

GEO-

RGIAADVANCEDADVANOED COURSEOOURSEBOURSE
1931-19321931193219311932-

S

19311932O-

PERATIONS

-

/
OPERATIONSQPlRATIONSPlatoons OFor COMPANYOOMPANY AA-

143d143d1424 INFANTRYIlrAiTRYHilarity (36th36th(31th31th( DIVISION )

in thetheC-

HAMPAGNE
theO-

HAMPAGNE
the-

ORAMPANE
th-eoremCHAMPAGNEOHAMPAGNEORAMPANERAMAN( OFFENSIVEOrrDSIVSCorrosivesOFFENSIV-

EOctober
Offen-sive
OFFENSIV-

EOctober'
OFFENSIV-

EOctober
Offen-sive

: :

S

I OctoberOctober.October' .' I! to OctoberOotober 1312 , isio.isio1918.1918isoisio.-

Personal

iso-
chronal

1918-

.Personal

1918-

Personal

.

( Personal'.rere. nalnail experiencesexperienoe.experienoeexperience. of a CompanyOOIllPUJOcotillo CoamanderCommanderOlUD&ndertlUDndertCommandertudderCommander&
'

I

; ;
. . yt'nytntn* ' -

.
. . .

-
., ..

"'ii' .
,,

,
-

;
i-nminm:/> ;' i, ( * - ' ' i.raViraVira;:; ' -

:

vvrvr;' f; ;T :! "t; ? " '
lifeli\lifelilifelikelifeliX-

'
lifeli-
X

lifelik-

e

,
. .

, r ':iJ>,7'7,%':' " , .

'' . . .
.

.i.i. . : :,
'},

'ff' ,\. '
.

'

, \. .
: . "

'

I'-.lI-l, "

, _
ft"ft,

"

": '

" " "
!

"
.:"

'
"

;; :

\1II\Mr'J.J"1IIMrJ.J1IIMr'J.J"MrJJMr\

;
<tItI1-

IIMr'J.J"
tI-

1IIMrJJ\
, }

'
:

!
"
.

,

"

' .

"
.

, . .

X'--X'XY\Y' -":- ::\" :
'

: '
' . .;7if-TtisifTtisAttics-

; itritri: i-i- '_;.' *)'ji7ji7' ?>ttttr-

.

atta-

r

;

'ii'iwfiwfif' *(. /wfwf/
; '

.

.

"

.

'

,j
,

-ii- ,

'

"

-" : !!!

/r.r./ ". -4lMlfv-v-4lMlfvv-. 'II'4lMlfvvffi-g, , .1\.1. \ . ' . .
\.

. ., . ;,
"! I.I. .'

. i"i" " " :
.
,

-
. -'

.
. ' '

,
. '

' : -

.
'

-
-

'
' *; , %ffigfig ? 7rJ\rJrJy'rJycry\ y'y'

. ; . .
,

'
. . .

-
' '

: J

/ .

.i"i. .

" ranvTianti
: at,w'ijwijwi'.r.wfrwfraw.

, ,
.
q

. /
]' 'ii' - . v

?
, i

' -jj- . ,

;

"
, ,

?

, .

;
; :

> .

:
.

'" .

,
,

>

.

,
:

-
, .

-
"

.

:

.

.
'

.
'

. J$
'&3KJSC '

'
'

' ".7"'f.7f7f.
" ' ;

' : Vv-Vv- ; : ' "ViVi"
-

',
.- \

. .

' : -/ "' >" ? i'i:'.u-.u.
.

I

. ; . , J1'J1J-

1'friSKlS
J-

1friSKlS
Sfe'SfeSafe. . . . .

>
,

. .
.

-

. ,"f"f" "
; "(' '' ' .tt t ; i-i, -

: , -11'11'11- v: -
,'

' rruVrub%'ii5'ii5' (;
,"' ',) ' ;

'
" ;> ; ;\ > 1"1

. \ '
.\friSKlSfriSKlSfriSKS*} ' '' W ' ' J'r.' % VlhValhiVl-

hHI
V-

alhi
*

: L i''fjifjif ii} ;;
: ',

" . ' ,-* ;
> $ -HIHI-

|4fcjiP--4fcjiP4fcjiPf5iMfS; -

-

;: , ; .; : :f5iMfS, ,
toiKtook* ,%fcifoci w MiWMW* ! teX *Vh.ifVhifVhf. -. i f\f, ,\ ; . . . . ,

. , . , . . . . , . , , . . . , . . . ..i&wiw& te te MfeFe ;
o .V.V -M-M- M-i&w M-iw M-w - . . . . . . . , .; ". .

" "
. , , . . . - . .fK>r lv-lv-

.
; -

.
- -

. : ,- > . -rr- TMSfcTums ia-iaiar.'t-
. r.-'t-r.'tt.- ' ; - ; is 5-v5v#- .

;
, -4.4.-

. ? ? .
,

. % .
. v-v, - ; ? . ,

; -2ijg2ijg-
' -

, yf -jj-
-

j-

iiJ"r.raife'i
j-

iiJrraifeiiiJ"/r.raife'iiiJ"iiJr.raife'irraifeiiiramified" / .
'

t a * k ! s&'J2iilaiiSJuisJ2iilaiiSJui& ' ;

. .:

.
O.O

.
l! t!

.uu n'n' ;*

4i * Ji :

l < *" * W !
'' '' ''yjyj



..
folfoolfol-

A

fo-

ol

fo-

lTABLE

f-

olktale

<"*,.

A.

TABLE OF CONTENTSCO TENTSTENT-

STitle

Ten-

sile
PAGEPAlaEPAlEPAG-

ETitle

Arg-

entite

PAlaE-

N

Palac-

e

PAla-

ETitle

Pal-

etteTitle pagepage.pa re.rere-

.Table

re-

Table

. . . . . . . . . ( Unpaged )

Table of contents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ii-

Bibliography

B-

ibliography

i-

iiivBibliographyBibliography.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0-

Marginal

ii-iviiiviiivM-

arginal
iiiv-
v

-

Marginal abbreviations used . . . . . . . . . . . e. vv-

Narrative

N-

arrative

v-

Narrative

N-

arrativeNarrative , analysis , and criticismcriticism.criticism.-

Introduction

. . . . . . . . . 11-

Introduction

1-

Introduction
1I

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1I1-

Entry

1-

EntryEntry into positionposition.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22-

Location

2-

LocationLocation and disposition of troopstroops-

Verbal

tro-
ops

. . . . . . . 55-

Verbal

5-

VerbalVerbal orders for the attadkattackattaattarat tadktadt . . . . . . . . . . 88-

The

8-

TheThe attack of OctoberOotober 88.8. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1010-

Capture

10-

CaptureCaptureCapture of BlodnitzBlodnltzBlintz Hill . . . . . . . . . . . . 1414-

Qapture

14-

GaptureQaptureSaptureGaptureCaptureRapture of the cemeteryoemetery.oemeterycemetery.. . . . . . 1515-

Separation

15-

SeparationSeparation of Company AA.A. . . . 1919-

The

19-

TheThe counterattackcounterattaok . . . . . . 2222-

Consolidation

22-

ConsolidationConsolidation , night of October 88.8. . . . . . . . 2323-

Events

23-

EventsEvents of OctoberOc toberbeer 99.9. . . . . . . . . . 262.226-

Events

26-

Events

.
Events of October 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2727-

Reorganization

27-

ReorganizationReorganizationReorianizat-1onReorianizat1onReorganizat-ionReorganizationReorganize-- OctoberOotober 1111.11. . . . . . . . 3030-

Lessons

30-

LessonsLessonsLessons.., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3030-

Conclusions

30-

ConclusionsConclusionsOonclusions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3434-

Questions

34-

QuestionsQuestions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3535-

MAPS

35-

MAPSMAPSMAP-

SGeneral

MAP-

SGeneralGeneral Map of Western Front between HiemsRiemsRiewsHemsRimsAriesHiems-
and

Helms-
man

Riems-
and

Rem-
and

Riews-
and

Fries-
ianand VerdunVerdUIl.VerdUIlVerdi .* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363836-

Map

36-

MapMap of Operations OctoberOotober 8 to OctoberOotober 11 ,
( withwi th two overlays ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3737-

M

N,
"

. , . . . .. . .,. .
. . , .. ' '. " - - . . .... . ..nn..-

n1

n-

1

, . .-- .. .,,- .' - -
.

'' ' ---1.1.- :';; ' ' " ; ; -:
- ;; " ' " ' - ' " , " .. ..

--.M
. Tt-Tt0t -<t...*:*.

: '
, \" : '; : ,

' H :
.
: . , "

"

,

. 1 i

-i-i-1-1- i-

1

- . . , - , _ . . . . . - . , - .- - - '- -- ' . ' - . . . . . . . -- . . , . . -. . . , . . . . , . . - . . -. ' -- - ' - - _ " - . . . . . ' . , -11-
I

1I

1-

fol

I

(
'

; *

1

<k\kki: \'
, i ;;, J'J. ,

"-

1[&ii1.ii1;. . " . . ' '' "J.J"J-

.fG
J-

fG
F-

ag
"

!r/rri-Sj&r'r
ri-Sjrr r-

iser
. ,/... .

.'_. .

.

, j

\XiXi\
iSj&r'riSjrrinsurerIrjnKyr&-fGfG

-
:';

j ,

:

"

vi: *'
, ( '-

8j8jK
.

*

.
.

>

.

-

.

-KK-"
.

:"'
"

-
:trir-iXi

P-

rix I
}

"

'
,

.

' -

SfeiSeri ;: f
'

.
.r.r.

. vv1-

.

v-

1

:
.

:
,

'

. ' J
:

,
, ' ' '

.
' -

,
'

. , 'f: Ii ; : : :
' -



. . . .- . . . . . . . . .. .
. . . -- . . . . . . . . . --- . . . . , - - - ..

BIBLIOGRAPHYBIBLIOGRAPH-

YChastaine

Bibliog-

raphy

BIBLIOGRAPH-

YChastaine

Bibliog-

raphy

BIBLIOGRAPH-

YChastaine

Bibliog-

raphyChastaineCastanet , Ben-H.BenH.- . "StoryStoryII" of the 36th"36th" . The experiencesexperiences-
of

experienc-
esof the 36th Division in the World 7/ar.7ar.7ar.War.War7ar.-
Oklahoma

7ar-
Oklahoma

War-
.Otlahoma

War-
.Oklahoma

/ .
OklahomaOtlahoma City , Harlow PublishingPublishingC-
ompany Publis-hing PublishingC-
ompany Publis-hing PublishingC-
ompany's

PublishingC-
ompanys Publis-hingCompanyCompany'sCompanys' 1930.19301920.19201930.-

Too

1930-

Too

1920.-

Too

1920-

Too

1920.-

Too

1920-

Too

.

Too highly colored.colored. Shows lack of maturemature-
study

mat-ures
mature-

study
mat-ures
mature-

study
mat-uresstudy and thought.thought. Not well edited.edited. ConCon-Co-

ntains
Co-

ntains
Co-

ntains
¬-

tainsstains many facts.factsfacts.-

Otto

fa-
cts

facts.-

Otto

fa-
cts

facts.-

Otto

fa-
cts

.

Otto , ErnstErnest "TheThe" Battle at Blanc Mont.MontMont.1IMont1I. " ( October
2 to October 10 , 1918.1918. ) Annapolis ,
United States Naval Institute , 1931.19311931.-

A

1931-

A

.

A clear , accurate statement of this operaopera-opera-
tion

opera-
tion

opera-
tion

¬-
tionion from the German standpoint.standpoint. FilledFilled-
with

Fill-ed
Filled-

with
Fill-ed
Filled-

with
Fill-edwith interesting reports.reports. A reliable sourcesource-

of
sour-

ceof information.informationinformation.-

Mont

informat-

ion

.

Mont Blanc Monograph A collection of mimeographed documents.documentsdocuments.-

An

documen-

ts
.

An excellent source of information but theth-
etitle

te-
ktite

th-
etitle

te-
ktite

th-
etitle

te-
ktitetitle isi s misleading.misleading. French and German mapsmaps-
and

ma-ps maps-
and

ma-ps maps-
and

ma-psand reports allalloallalohacall'oalloall-oallall'- this place "BlancBlanc" Mont"Mont" .

Stars and Stripes , The Official newspaper of the AmericanAmerica-
nExpeditionary

America-
nExpeditionary

America-
nExpeditionaryExpeditionary Forces ; printed inin-
France

in-
ference

in-
France

in-
ference

in-
France

in-
ferenceFrance from February 8 , 1918 , to June
13 , 1919.1919. April 18 , 1919 : "HowHow" 2d2d-

and
2d-

and
2d-

andand 36th Aided GouraudGourmand West of Argonne.ArgonneArgonneJ'ArgonneJJargonedArgonArgonneJ-

'Contains

ArgonneJ-

Contains

.."'"

Contains no detailed information.informationinformation.-

King

informat-

ion

information.I-

e

informatio-

n

information.-

King

informat-

ion

.

KingIe in g , W.W. C.CC . King'sKings' CompleteComp te History of the WorldWorld-
War.

Wo-
rld

World-
War.

Wo-
rld

World-
War.

Wo-
rldWar.War. Springfield , Mass.Mass. , The HistoryHistory-
Associates

History-
Associates

History-
AssociatesAssociates , 1922.1922. Page 473 : "TwoTwo"Tw-
oAmerican

Two-
American

"Two-
Amerioan

Two-
Amerioan

"Tw-
oAmerican

Two-
American

"

AmericanAmerioan Divisions withwi th the French.FrenchFrench.II. II"I-

IThis

L-

itchisThis is a "lotlot" of rot"rot"," .

Thomas , ShipleyShirley "TheThe".. The HistoryHi story of the A.E.F.AEFABEA.A. E.E. F.F. " New York ,
George H.H. Doran CompanyOompany , 1920.19201920-
.Pages

1920-
Pages

1920.-
Pa.ge

1920-
Page

1920-
.Pages

1920-
Pages

.
PagesPa.gePage. s 276-286.276286.276286.276286.-

Contains

276286-

Contains

276286.-

Contains

276286-

Contains

- .

' Containsontains accurateaocurate general information.informationinformation.-

Moss

informat-

ion

information.-

America

inform-

ation

.

MossKOBSKNOBS , J.J. A.AA.-

wiomwwjv

. America in Battle , with Guide to thethe-
American

th-
eatric

the-
Amerioan

st-eamer
the-

American
th-

eatricAmericanAmerioan Battlefields in France andand-
Belgium.

da-
ndelion

and-
Belgium.

da-
ndelion

and-
Belgium.

da-
ndelionBelgium.Belgium. MenashaKenosha , Wis.WisWigs. , The GeorgeGeorge-
Banta

Geor-
gian

Georg-
elanta

Geor-gian
George-

Banta
Geor-gianBantalantalana Publishing Company.CompanyOompany.OompanyCompany-

.Pages
Comp-any Oompany-

.Pages
Comp-any Company-

.Pages
Comp-any .

.
Pages 122-436.122436.122436.132-428.132428.132428.622-426.622426.622426.122436.-

A

122436-

A

622426.-

A

622426-

A

- .

A good guidede bookb ot but"ujuj" ; .19'.1919. not.notnot.muchoutmarcht.t' .. ., muchJ . QlftQLeft,le'le . ,. . . fQ\fQfQ-

1.

fQ-

1

," \' -""
. . . . .

. . . . . . . . .. . . . .
.

.. . , . . . . .. .
- . "' "' '' _. . . .1.1.1;. > . . , 1', WIN"WIN' *""" ,. *> *TT-

ii

T-

ipi

' 4.4*
wiomwwjvwidow... ..-1.1.- . 3131'f.fOWSCrflows!. _ !

.,.. . ' :
' . .

:
. : . . . . - . " - V.V.. . * . -tt-' ._wwWMWM. . ...|/WM-WMWMiMi/, "" .. .-'f.-'f.f--i 'f ..: " ""-""l"S4",.",*.. . .. . : , ::... : , .. . ; ' : -: -. 6MKU.I6MKUIJ'Ik.1JIk.1JIk1' ' I.I -. " -. -: : -mm- +* t.t

-ii-ii-11-11- iiB-

IBLIOGRAPHY

11-

I

-
I . _ . . - . . . . . . . . .- - .-- .- .- - jj-

BIBLIOGRAPHY

B-

IBLIOGRAPHY



. .. .- .. ......- . .-- . . . -

0

PershingPerishing , J.J. J.J. Final Report of Generalleneral John J.JJ-

.Fershing
J-

.Jershing
J-

.Pershing
.

FershingJershingPershingFleshingErasingPerishing , Commander-in-ChiefCommanderinChiefCommander-in-OhiefOhief- - ,
American Expeditionary Forces.ForcesForces.-
Washington

Forces.-
Washington

Forces.-
Washington

.
Washington , GovernmentGo rnmentornament PrintingPrinting-
Office Print-ing Printing-
Office Print-ing Printing-
Office Print-ingOffice , 1930.19301920.1920. Page 54.5454-

.Does

54-

Does

54-

.Does

54-

Does

54-

.Harper'

54-

Harper

.

Does not show accurately the entire parpar-par-
ticipation

par-
ticipation

par-
ticipation

¬-
ticipationincitation of the 36th Division.DivisionDivision-

.Harper's

Division-

Harpers

Divi-

sion
Division-

.Harper's

Division-

Harpers

Divi-

sion
Division.-

Harper'

Division-

Harper

Divi-

sion

.

Harper'sHarpersHarper'Harper' s Harper'sHarpersHarper'Harper' s Pictorial Library of thethe-
World

othe-
rworldly

the-
World

othe-
rworldly

the-
World

othe-
rworldlyWorld War.War. New York , Harper andand-
Brothers

san-
dblasters

and-
Brothers

san-
dblasters

and-
Brothers

san-
dblastersBrothers , 1930.19301920.1920. 1312 volumes.volumes. VolumeVolwne
5 , pages 254-358254358254-258258- : Yankee Troops inin-
Allied

u-
nallied

in-
Alli

in-
valid

in-
Allied

u-
nalliedAlliedAlliAli ed Armies.ArmiesArmies-

.Inaccurate.

ArmiArmArmies-

.Inaccurate.

es.eses-

.Inaccurate.

.

Inaccurate.InaccurateInaccurate.-

Palmer

Inaccu-

rate

Inaccurate.-

Palmer

Inaccu-

rate

Inaccurate.-

Palmer

Inaccu-

rate

.

Palmer , Frederick Our Greatest Battle ( The Meuse-MeuseMuseMeuse-
Argonne

Meuse-
Argonne

Meuse-
Argonne

-
ArgonneJargoned ) . New York , Dodd , Mead &

Company , 1919.1919. Pages 349-265.349265.349265.249-265.249265.249349265.-

Inaccurate.

349265-

Inaccurate

249265.-

Inaccurate.

249265-

Inaccurate

249265.-

Inaccurate.

249265-

Inaccurate

- .

Inaccurate.InaccurateInaccurate.-

Monuments

Inacc-
urate

Inaccurate.-

Monuments

Inacc-
urate

Inaccurate.-

Monuments

Inacc-
urate

.

Monuments , Battle American Battle Monuments Commission.CommissionCommission.-
A

Commissio-
n

.
A guide to the battlefields inin-
Europe.

in-
terlope

in-
Europe.

in-
terlope

in-
Europe.

in-
terlopeEurope.Europe. Washington , GovernmentGovernmen-
tPrinting Gover-nment

Governmen-
tPrinting Gover-nment

Governmen-
tPrinting Gover-nmentPrinting Office , 1937.19371927.19271937-
.Pages

1937-
Pages

1927-
.Pages

1927-
Pages

1927-
.Pages

1927-
Pages

.
Pages 193-196193196192-196192- : The 3d2d and 36th DiviDivd-DivdDivi-DivDivedDivi-
sions

Div-
dsions

Divi-
sions

Divi-
sions

¬-
sionsscions in the Champagne.ChampagneChampagne-

.Only

Champa-
gne

Champagne-

.Only

Champa-
gne

Champagne-

.Johnson

Champ-

agne

.

Only very general information.informationinformation.-

Johnson

inform-

ation

information.-

Johnson

inform-

ation

information.-

Without

inform-

ation

.

Johnson , T.T. M.MM-

.Liggett

. Without CensorOensor ; new lights on ourou-
rgreatest

co-
rrelates

ou-
rgreatest

co-
rrelates

ou-
rgreatest

co-
rrelatesgreatest World War battles.battlesbattles.-
Indianapolis

battles.-
Indianapolis

battles.-
Indianapolis

.
Indianapolis , The Bobbs-MerrillBobbsMerrillBobbs-Merril1Merril1BobsBobbsMerrillC-
ompany

BobbsMerril1O-
omp&ny

BobbsMerril1-
Oompny

BobbsMerrillC-
ompany

-
CompanyOomp&nyOompny& , 1928.1928. Pages 201-203.201203.201203.201203.-

Very

201203-

Very

201203.-

Very

201203-

Very

201203.-

Very

201203-

Very

- .

Very general and not accurate.accurateacourate.acourateaccurate.-

Liggett

accu-

rate
acourate-

.Liggett

accurate.-

A.E.F.

accur-

ate

.

LiggettLeggett , Hunter A.E.F.AEFABE. . . , Ten Years Ago in France.FranceFrance.-
New

Franc-
ine

France.-
New

Franc-
ine

France.-
New

Franc-
ine

.
New York , Dodd , Mead & Company , 1928.19281928-
.Pages

1928-
Pages

1928-
.Pages

1928-
Pages

1928-
.Pages

1928-
Pages

.
Pages 190-191190191- : A Single-HandedSingleHandedlingle-HandedlingleingleSingleHanded-
Victory.

lingleHanded-
Viotory.

SingleHanded-
Victory.

-
Victory.VictoryViotory.ViotoryVictory.-

Contains
Vic-

tory
Viotory.-

Oontains

Victory.-

Contains
Vic-

tory
.

ContainsOontains practicallypraotically nothing of the 36th36th-
Division.

36th-
Division

36th-
Division.

36th-
Division

36th-
Division.

36th-
DivisionDivision.DivisionDivision.-

Van

Divisi-

on

Division.-

Van

Divisi-

on

.

Van EveryIveryVery , Dale The A.E.F.AEFABE. . . in Battle.Battle. New York I,I-
D.D.D. Appleton & Company , 1928.19281928-
.Pages

1928-
Pages

1928-
.Pages

1928-
Pages

1928-
.Pages

1928-
Pages

.
Pages 279-298279298- : Blanc Mont.MontMont.-

Too

Mo-

tto

Mont.-

Too

Mo-

tto

Mon-

t.iii

.

Too highly coloredooloredfolioed but containing muchmuohmouthmuc-
haoourate

muo-
haoourate

muc-
haoourateaoourateAgoura information.informationinformation-

.iii
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Monograph No.No. 9 U.U. S.S. General Staff.Staff. WarWax Plans DiviDivi-DivDivi-
sion.

Divi-
sion

Divi-
sion.

Divi-
sion

Divi-
sion.

Divi-
sion

¬-
sion.sionscion. Historical Branch.Branch. Blanc MontMon-
tMeuseArgonneChampagne

Mon-
tMeuseArgonneChampagne

Mon-
tMeuseArgonneChampagne( Meuse-Argonne-ChampagneMeuseArgonneChampagneMuseJargoned- - ) .

Washington , Government Printing Office ,
1933.19331922.19221933-

.Mostly

1933-

Mostly

1922-

.Mostly

1922-

Mostly

1922-

.Mostly

1922-

Mostly

.

Mostly a duplicate of Mont Blanc monograph.monographmonograph.-

German

monog-

raph

monograph.-

German

monog-

raph

monograph.-

German

monog-

raph

.

German Translations American Forces in Germany.Germany. GeneralGeneral-
Staff.

Gener-
alist

General-
Staff.

Gener-
alist

General-
Staff.

Gener-
alistStaff.Staff. Second Section.Section. The DefensiveDefensive-
Operations Defe-nsive

Defensive-
Operations Defe-nsive

Defensive-
Operations Defe-nsiveOperations in the Champagne-MontChampagneMont- BlancBlanc-
operations

Blanc-
operations

Blanc-
operationsoperations , September 3626 , 1918 toto-
October

sto-

ckjobber
to-

October
sto-

ckjobber
to-

October
sto-

ckjobberOctober 9 , 1913.19131918.19181919.1919. From German viewpointviewpoint.viewpoin-
tTranslated view-point viewpoint-
.Translated view-point viewpoint-
.Translated view-point .

( Translated from original German docu-docudocdocu-
'ment

docu-
ment

docu-
'ment

docu-
ment

docu-
ment

-
'mentmentmeant' ) . Mimeographed , 35 pages , withwith-
map.

bitm-
ap with-
map.

bitm-
ap with-
map

bitm-
apmap.mapmap-

.Contains

ma-

lcontents

map-

.Contains

ma-

lcontents

.

Contains some excellent and accurate details.detailsdetails.-

Hanson

det-
ails

details.-

Hanson

det-
ails

details.-

Hanson

det-
ails

.

Hanson , J.J. M.M. The Battle of Blanc Mont.Mont. In "TheThe"The-
Independent"

The-
Independent

Te-ndered
II" TheTh-

eIndependent"
Th-

eIndependent
T-

endered
Th-

eIndependent"
Th-

eIndependent
T-

enderedIndependent"Independent" , October 30 , 1930.19301920.19201930-
.Pages

1930-
Pages

1920-
.Pages

1920-
Pages

1920-
.Pages

1920-
Pages

.
Pages 173-175.173175.173175.173175-

.Just

173175-

Just

173175-

.Just

173175-

Just

173175-

.Just

173175-

Just

- .

Just an average newspapernewspper, account with somesom-
efrills.

Som-
erville

som-
efrills.

Som-
erville

som-
efrills.

Som-
ervillefrills.frillsfrills.-

Bloor

fri-
lls

frills.-

Bloor

fri-
lls

frills.-

Bloor

fri-
lls

.

BloorBoor , Alfred W.W. Operations of the 143d142d Infantry.InfantryInfantry-
.Official Infa-ntry Infantry-
.Offioial Infa-ntry Infantry-
.Official Infa-ntry .

OfficialOffioial report of Colonel A.A. W.W. BloorBoor ,
commanding the 143d142d Infantry , 1918.19181918.-

A

1918-

A

.

A clear concise statement of the difficultiesdifficultiesf-
aced

difficul-tiesfaced by the 143d142d Infantry and how it overover-over-
came

over-
came

over-
came

¬-
came some of them.them. An excellent source ofof-

information
fi-

guration
of-

information
fi-

guration
of-

information
fi-

gurationinformation concerning the captureoapture of St.StSt-

.Etienne.
S-

tein
st.-

Etienne.
st-

eatite
St-

.Etienne
S-

tein
.

Etienne-

iv

Etien-

ne

Etienne.Etienne.,
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MARGINAL ABBREVIATIONSABEREVIATI9NSUSEDABEREVIATI9NSUSED-

Monograph

_USEDUSE-

DBlanc

Sem-

blance

USE-

DBlanc

Sem-

blanceBlanc MontMont-

Mono

Mon-

kton

Monograph , Mont Blanc.BlancElane.ElaneElaine. ( A collection ofof-
mimeographed

co-

mmemorated
of-

mimeographed
co-

mmemorated
of-

mimeographed
co-

mmemoratedmimeographed documents )

Mono No 99-

Otto

9-

Otto

Monograph No 9.9. U.U. 3.3S.S. General Staff.StaffStaff.-
Plans St-aff

. WarWa-

rOtto

W-

art

Wa-
rPlans

Wa-
rplanes

Wa-
rPlans

Wa-
rplanesPlans Division.Division. Historical Branch.BranchBranch-
.MeuseArgonneChampagne

Branch-
.MeuseArgonneChampagne

Branch-
.MeuseArgonneChampagne

.
( Meuse-Argonne-ChampagneMeuseArgonneChampagneMuseJargoned- - )

OttoOtto-

Eloor

O-

tto

"TheThe" Battle at Blanc Mont"MontMonti'Monti"' by Lieutenant-LieutenantL1eutenant-L1eutenantLieutenant-
Colonel

Lieute-nant L1eutenant-
Colonel

Lieutenant-
Colonel

Lieute-nant
-

Colonel ErnstErnest Otto.OttoOtto-

.Bloor

Otto-

.Operations

Otto-

.Operations

.

BloorEloorBoorMellorEloor-

Defensive

Operations of the 142dl42d Infantry.Infantry. ColonelColonel-
A.

Colon-
elA.A. W.W. Bloor.BloorEloor.EloorBoorMellorBloor-

.Defensive

Eloor.-

The

Melio-

rate

Bloor.-

The

Abor-

ted

.

Defensive The Defensive Operations in the Champagne-ChampagneChampagne-
Mont

Champa-gne
OhampaHamper ne-nene-

Mont
n-

eon
-

Mont BlancElancEland Operations , September 26 , 19181lb1818 ,
to October 9 , 1918.1918. ( Translated fromfrom-
original

pro-
motional

from-
original

pro-
motional

from-
original

pro-
motionaloriginal German documentdocument-

v

docume-

nt

)
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NARRATIVENARRATIVEJ, ANALYSISANALYSISJ, AND CRITICISMCRITICISMI-

NTRODUCTION

CRITICISMI-

NTRODUCTION

CRITICISMI-

NTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIO-

NCompany

Introdu-

ction

INTRODUCTIO-

NCompany

Introdu-

ctionCompany A , 142d Infantry , was formedforme-

doriginally

forme-

doriginally

forme-

doriginallyoriginally from two companies of the 1st OklahomaOklahom-

aInfantry

Oklah-
oman

Oklahom-

aInfantry

Oklah-
oman

Oklahom-

aInfantry

Oklah-
omanInfantry ( National OuardGuardFoulard ) . Later its strength waswas-

augmented

ass-

ailment
was-

augmented

ass-

ailment
was-

augmented

ass-

ailmentaugmented by personnel secured in the draft and byby-

transfers

by-

standers

by-

transfers

by-

standers

by-

transfers

by-

standerstransfers from other unitsun ! ts of the 142d Infantry.InfantryInfantry-

.It

Infantr-
y

.

It arrived in France somewhatBomewhat short of its authorisedauthorill8dauthorizedauthorised-

strength
author-

esses
authorill8d-

strength

authorized-

strength
autho-

rizedstrength of 250 enlisted men and in its training areaarea-

was

areaw-

ays

area-

was

areaw-

ays

area-

was

areaw-

ayswas still further depleted by 20 per cent of its thenthen-

existing

tele-

vising
then-

existing

tele-

vising
then-

existing

tele-

visingexisting strength transferred to one of the otherother-

combat

thro-

mbi
other-

combat

thro-

mbi
other-

combat

thro-

mbi(1)1( ) BlancBlanoBlanco Mont , combat divisions as replacements.replacementsreplaoements.replaoements . (1)1(1)-

Thus

1T-

hus

(1)-

Thus

1T-

hus

(1)-

Thus

1T-

hus

( )

p 14
Thus its strength had been reduced to 14114-

1enlisted

14-

1enlisted

14-

1enlistedenlisted men and 6 officers when , as a part of thethe-

71st

the-

71st

the-

71st71st Brigade , 36th Division , it was moved by railrailS-

eptember

an-

isette
railS-

eptember

an-

isette
railS-

eptember

an-

isetteSeptember 26 , 1918 from the Thirteenth Training AreaArea-

into

Rep-

aint

Area-

into

Rep-

aint

Area-

into

Rep-

aintinto the reserve of the French Group of Armies ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe CenterOenterEnter and attached , for the purpose of supply ,

to the FrenchrrenohReno Fifth Army between EpernayEpergne and Chalons-ChalonsOha1ons-Oha1onsChaosChalons-

surMarne.

Oha1on-

ssurKarne.

Oha1on-

ssurKarne

Chalons-

ourMarne.

-

sur-Marne.surMarne.sur-Karne.Karne.our-Marne.ourslurMarineKane- . The 56th36th Division and the 3dad DivisionDivision-

American

Divi-
sion

Division-

Amerioan

Divi-
sion

Division-

American

Divi-
sion( AmericanAmerioan ) had been loaned to the French to augmentaugmen-

tthe

augm-

entthe drive of the latter'slatterslatter'latterclatters' s Fourth andd Fifth ArmiesArmies-

under

Arm-

ies
Armies-

under

Arm-

ies
.

under General GouraudGourmand in the Champagne.ChampagneOhampagne.Ohampagne. JointlyJointly-

with
Join-

tly
Jointly-

with
Join-

tly
Jointly-

with
Join-

tlywith , and on the left of , the First AmericanAmerioan ArmyArm-

ythese

Wa-

rmth

Arm-

ythese

Wa-

rmth

Arm-

ythese

Wa-

rmththese forcesforoesforgoes had attacked in the ChampagneOhampagne onon-

September

o-

netime /(3)3(2)2( ) MonoKonoOno No10 9 , September 26/(2)26(2)226 ,/(2)2( ) The progress of the FrenchFrenoh attaokattackattaok-

had

attach-

ed
attaok-

had

attach-

ed(3)3( )
pp"oMono":6o No 9 , had been stopped at Blanc Mont Ridge by October 1.1. (3)3(3)-

At

3-
At

(3)-

At

3-
At

(3)-
p

3-
p

( )

P 86
At thisth18 point the 2dad Division was moved intointo-

the

inst-

ate

into-

the

inst-

ate

into-

the

inst-

ate_ . ... ,_ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
the line.line. In a& daring and forcefulforoeful attack fromfrom-

1

- - -
:

,

- : : , , : : . . .:. . .:: - .:..'. .
-

. . . . . "

.
. . .

'.. . . . < . 'r.r' . .. '.. . .. " '0_ .
- ;;- . ' . ' , . . ... . ... . '" - . ' '' , , -
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(1)

1-
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i

October 1I to October 6 , it not only carried thethe-

summit

he-

rmit
the-

summit

he-

rmit
the-

summit

he-

rmitsummit of Blanc Mont butbu drove the enemy down thethe-

north

te-
nor

the-

north

te-
nor

the-

north

te-
nornorth slope of the ridge and established itself inin-

a

Gi-

na

in-

a

Gi-

na

in-

a

Gi-

naa salient whose most critical point was on a woodedwoode-

dknoll

woo-
ded

woode-

dknoll

woo-
ded

woode-

dknoll

woo-
dedknoll to the southeast of the town of St.St. Etienne-EtienneEt1enne-Et1enneEtienne-

aArnes
Etie-

nne
Et1enn-

eaAraes

Etienne-

aAraes
Etie-

nne
-

a-ArnesaArnesa-AraesAraesAresAreas- , named by the Germans BlodnitzE10dnitzBlintz Hill and markedmarked-

on

markdo-

wn(4)4( ) Mono No 9 , on the maps , Hill 160.160. (4)4(4)-

The

4T-

he

(4)-

The

4T-

he

(4)-
pp

4-
pp

( )

PP 18,191819, ;

Otto , The northern slopes of Blanc Mont Ridge werewere-

covered

were-

covered

were-
p

wee-
pp 120

covered with a growth of pines which thinned outout-

into

moun-

taintop

out-

into

moun-

taintop

out-

into

moun-

taintopinto open ground something more than a kilometer southsouth-

of

Sou-

thof St.St. Etienne.Etienne. From the edge of the timber to thethe-

village
S-

heila
the-

village
S-

heila
the-

village
S-

heilavillage the ground sloped gently presenting a splendidsplendid-

field
splen-

did
splendid-

field
splen-

did
splendid-

field
splen-

didfield of fire to enemy troops in the eastern part ofof-

St.

off-

set

of-

st.

off-

set

of-

St.

off-

setSt.St. Etienne and on the rising ground to the northeast.northeastnortheast.-

Here

northe-
ast

.

Here the final efforts of the 2d Division met withwith-

such

wid-

ths
with-

such

wid-

ths
with-

such

wid-

thssuch withering fire from small arms as well as artilartil-artilyartil-
lery

artil-
lery

artil(-

5)
arti-

l5
¬-

(5)5( ) Mono No 9 , leryleery that further advance was stopped.stopped. (5)5(5)-

ENTRY

5E-

NTRY

(5)-

ENTRY

5E-

NTRY

(5)-
p

5-
p

( )

p 18

ENTRY INTO POSITIONPOSITION-

In

Positioni-

ngIn these positions they were relieved by thethe-

71st

the-

71st

the-

71st71st BrigadeBrigade.*. This brigade was moved in truckstruoks fromfrom-

its
fro-

nts

from-

its
fro-

nts

from-

its
fro-

nts
, .rr. i

A" its area west of ChalonsOhaloneChaosHalloed to the vicinity of SuippeSu1ppeS8uippeSippedSuippe-

andvSommeSuippes

55-

and

\
. ,

.. . . . . . . . . .
.,

-
.

. .. . . . ... ., " ---- .. ..,
'

\ } andvSomme-SuippesandvSommeSuippeshandsomeSippersanci\ancincianciommesu1and\Somme-SuippSommeSuippSipomme-su1ommesu1Somme
. .

-
.

. )) From this locality100a11 ty it1 t marched toto'toto'-

a

to-

a

toa-

d

to-

a

toa-

d

' '

a pointPOi .t.-.t..t.b
-

aboutb t.-t.t.a
-

a kilometer south offoftofdod
'

8omme-Pythe8ommePythePythonSomme-PySommePy-;; - ; ) the morn-mornmorn-
J

mor-
n

morn-

Ing

morn-

ing

morn-

ing

-
'\' J:

IngKing and afternoon of October 6 , and that night movedmove-

dinto

mo-
ved

moved-

1nto
_ . . . . . . . . . . . . .- -_ into-1nt-o1nto.into-. - positionspos ! tiOD.tiODtied. establishedetab11sh-ed''bytab11shed''byedbyestablish-ed..byestablished..byDebby-- '. '' by the 2da'd-a'dad2d-Division.DivisionD1'v.l-a--ln'D1v.lalnD1'v.lD1vlaln'lna'dD1'v.laln'adD1vlalnDivi-sion--Division2dDivisionDivscion' - DivisionTheDivision' . - -!- ) '- .": - The.lIh.elIhe-Thelithe.- The-

141st

The-

141st

} .

141st Infantry took over from the 3d Brigaderlgadeorgandie on thethe-

right

he-

ight
the-

right

he-

ight
the-

right

he-

ightright and the 143d142d Infantry from the 4th BrigadeBrigade-

Marines

Brig-
ade

Brigade-

Karinel

Brig-
ade

Brigade-

Marines

Brig-
ade( MarinesKarinelKarin ) on the left.left. A battalion of the 9th9th-

Infantry

9th-

Infantry

9th-

InfantryInfantry remained in position withw1t the 141st141lt InfantryInfantry-

aa4

Infantry-

and

Infantry-

man
.
_

. "
,'

.... . .. ...... . . .. _ .... _
_; . ,. . . . : . .. .

.
- -;-:-:- r..1'...,. ... . ' ,. : . ._ .... .. ._

.

_ _. . _ _
.

._
.
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aa4andDcf'DcfDc', ai"'baibaia!

"..baitbait' attMatt
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(6)6( ) Mono No 9 , Infantry.InfantryInfanInfant try.try. (6)6( ) The 2d Field Artillery Brigade andand-

the

anth-

em

and-
p

an-
dp 19

the 2d Engineers remained with the 36th Division
(7)7( ) Mono No 9 , (7)7( ) throughout its operations in the Champagne.ChampagneChampagne.-

The

Champagn-

e.p
Champag-

ne
.

p 21
The placing of experienced , seasoned troopstroops-

in

troopi-

ngin line withwithandwithed.

, and as a steadying force for greengreen-

troops

green-

rooms

green-

troops

green-

rooms
/

troops here , as elsewhere , proved sound.sound. ItIt-

also

V-

itals

It-

also

V-

itals

It-

also

V-

italsalso actedaotedaborted as a spur to the pride of the newnew-

troops

nec-

ropsy
new-

troops

nec-

ropsy
new-

troops

nec-

ropsytroops who became determined to do well underunder-

the

uneart-

hed

under-

the

uneart-

hed

under-

the

uneart-

hedthe eyes of their more experienced comrades./-comrades.comradescomrades-

.It

comrad-

es

comradescomrades-ss-
It

. /--='''

It is well for us to bear in mind the qualityquality-

of

qualit-
yof the troops of this new division ad&XdXd&$d their leaderleader-leader-

ship.

leader-

ship

leader-

ship.

leader-

ship

leader-

ship.

leader-

ship

¬-
ship.ship. They had never before been in contact withwith-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eldthe enemy.enemy. They had never been under fire of anyany-

kind.

ma-

nkind

any-

kind.

ma-

nkind

any-

kind.

ma-

nkindkind.kind. They had no animals for transportation and nono-

rolling

en-

rolling

no-

rolling

en-

rolling

no-

rolling

en-

rolling
'

rolling kitchens.kitchens. /TheyheyT-/'heyT went into action hoping thatthats-

omeone

state-

swomen

thats-

omeone

state-

swomen

thats-

omeone

state-

swomensomeone would loan them kitchens and animals forfor-

transporting
F-

ortran
for-

transporting
F-

ortran
for-

transporting
F-

ortrantransporting food forward.forward. They took over the mortarsmortars-

and

mort-
ars

mortars-

and

mort-
ars

mortars-

and

mort-
ars(8)8( ) Mono No 9S , and 37-mm37mm- guns of the 2d Division (8)8( ) because theythey-

could
th-ey
they-

could
th-ey
they-

could
th-eyp 19

could not get their own transported from Somme-Suippe.SommeSuippe.SuppleSommeSuippe.-

These

- .

These troops were equipped with the Browning MachineMachine-

Oun

Machine-

Gun

Machi-
neOunGunNoun and Browning AutomaticAutomatioAutowatioAutomation Rifle , however , and hadhad-

had

hard-

head

had-

had

hard-

head

had-

had

hard-

headhad some training with these weapons.weapons. They were oneone-

of

ne-

o
one-

of

ne-

o
one-

of

ne-

oof the few organizations to use the latter weaponweapon-

in

weap-

onin actualaotual combat.combatoombat.oombat. Only the officers and a limitedlia1tedlimitedn-

umber
limi-

ted
lia1tedn-

umber

limitedn-

umber
limi-

tednumber of enlisted men were armed with the automaticautomatic-

pistol.

autom-
atic

automatic-

pistol.

autom-
atic . /WithWith/With few the officersf O ers hadhad-

no

Ha-

noi

had-

no

Ha-

noi

had-

no

Ha-

noi

exceptions junior
. . . . . . . . ._ . . . _ . 'nn' _ ' _ , ' " . _ . . , ._ .

.pp

.

pistol.pistolpistol.Withpistol. _ I!. _ ! , . . . _
e.e

. _ . _ , ! e.e
. . _ . . .

: . .

no more battle experienceexperienoe than the enlisted men.menmen-

.Through

m-

enthol

men-

.Through

m-

enthol

men-

.Through

m-

enthol

.

Through serviceservioe on the MexicanMexioan border , through longlong-

and

longh-

and

long-

and

longh-

and

long-

and

longh-

andand intensive1nteus.1ve1nteus1ve. trainingtra1ning in the UnitedUniUnix tad States , andand-

through

sa-

ndhog
and-

through

sa-

ndhog
and-

through

sa-

ndhogthrough even more intensive training in1n the areaarea-

3

area.7-

"

area-

7
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around Bar-sur-AubeBarsurAubeslurUbe- - the morale and discipline of bothboth-

officers

bout-

onnieres

both-

officers
bout-

onnieres

both-

officers
bout-

onnieresofficers and soldiers were of a high order.orderorder.-

We

ord-
er

.

We cannot but question the wisdom of sendingsending-

unseasoned

sending-

unseasoned

sending-

unseasonedunseasoned troops like these into the attackattack-

against
att-

ack
attack-

against
att-

ack
attack-

against
att-

ackagainst such positions as were held by the enemyenem-

yat

ene-
maat this point.point. The German Third Army had inin-

structions
in-inin-

structions

in-

structions

¬-

structionstractions to contest every foot of the groundground-

and

groun-

dedand every attack was sure of the most determineddetermined-

resistance.
determi-

nedness
determined-

resistance.
determi-

nedness(9)9( ) Otto , resistance.resistance. (9)9(9)-

"They

9-
They

(9)-
pp

9-
pp

( )

pp 114,136114136, ,

162 ; .mssmss. _-"They"TheyThey-"Theyey had spent a sleepless night October 4-545- ,
Blanc Mont ,
p 15 shivering in trucks traveling from near EpernayEpergne toto-

Suippe.

tr-

oupe
to-

Suippe.

tr-

oupe
to-

Suippe.

tr-

oupeSuippe.SuippeSipped. Here they had rested in bivouac until thethe-

morning

thr-

onging

the-

morning

thr-

onging

the-

morning

thr-

ongingmorning of October 5.5S.S. Then leaving their field rangesranges-

at

rangie-

stat Somme-3uippeSomme3uippeSomme-SuippeSuippeSipped- they had marched across the devastateddevastated-

area
devasta-

tedarea of slippery chalk and tangled wire from Somme-SommeSormne-SormneSomm-

eSuippe

So-
mme

Somm-

eSuippe

So-
mme

Sormn-

e(10)

Sorm-

ne10

-

(10)10( ) BloorBoor , SuippeSipped to Somme-Py.SommePy.- . (10)10( ) Winding in and out along aa-

trail
t-

rail
a-

trail
t-

rail
a-

pP 2

trail that was no better than across countrytheycountrycountrythey-

were
count-

ry
country , theythey-

were

he-
werwere tired from marching before nightfall.nightfall. TheirTheir-

guides

Thi-

rties
Their-

guides

Thi-

rties
Their-

guides

Thi-

rtiesguides from the 2d Division were greeted at Somme-PySommePySommePy-

by

Somm-

e
-

by a burst of enemy shelling and scattered to cover.coveroover.ooverovercover.-

From

co-
ver

oover.-

From

over-

flow

cover.-

From

co-
ver

.

From this and the factfaotfagot that they had travelledtraveled intointo-

SommePy

lith-

esome
into-

SommePy

lith-

esome
into-

SommePy

lith-

esomeSomme-PySommePy- in truckstruoks instead of over reconnoiteredreconnoitered-

routes

reconnoit-
ered

reconnoitered-

routes
reconnoit-

ered
reconnoitered-

routes
reconnoit-

eredroutes , they becamebeoame confusedoDufusedoonfusedcodified and led the relievingrelievingc-

olumns
relie-

ving
relievingc-

olumns
relie-

ving
relievingc-

olumns
relie-

vingcolumns over the wrong roads until nearly all the menme-

nin

mean-

ing

me-

nin

mean-

ing

me-

nin

mean-

ingin both regiments had marchedmarohed throughout the nightnight-

before

knig-

hted
night-

before

knig-

hted
night-

before

knig-

htedbefore arriving in their proper placesplaoes to completecomplete-

the

compl-
ete(11)11( ) MonoKonoOno No 9 , the relief.relief. (11)11( ) AllAll'AllAll'rAllrAll'

ranksr nk '
werewerwereweare exhausted.exhaustedexhauit6-dexhauit6dih jftEfafathead

- :. - . AsAs"As"soonAssoonBassoon" soon-soon-soon---soon-soon-
p

soo-
n

- -.-. . --. . - . - . .

p 20
as they couldoouldGould dig a little shelter they fell asleepasleep-

regardless
slee-

pwear
asleep-

regardless
slee-

pwear
asleep-

regardless
slee-

pwearregardless of the fog and drizzling rain.rain. Company A ,

142d1424 Infantry , was one of those to reachreaoh itsitaKita positionpositio-
n'llT

positio-
nllT

positio-

nal
position-

4
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No one should be so interested in the successsuccess-

of

success-

orof a relief in battle as the party being rere-

lieved.

re-

lieved

re-rere-

lieved.

re-

lieved

re-

lieved.

re-

lieved

¬-

lieved.lievedleaved. The commanding generalgenera.l. of the 2d DiviDivi-DivDivi-

sion

Divi-

sion

Divi-

sion

¬-

sionscion should not have allowed the guidesg ides to go toto-

SommePy

t-
wosome

to-

SommePy

t-
wosome

to-

SommePy

t-
wosomeSomme-PySommePy- in trucks without first havingha , ingKing recon-reconrecon-

noitered

recon-

noitered

recon-

noitered

-

noiteredmitered the routes over which they were toto-

return

to-

rturing

to-

return

to-

rturing

to-

return

to-

rturingreturn with the relieving columns.columns. A better planplan-

would

Pl-
ano

plan-

would

Pl-
ano

plan-

would

Pl-
anowould have been to have had guides from the 71st7lst71st-

Brigade

7lst-

Erigade

71st-

BrigadeBrigadeErigade come forward , reconnoiter the routes forfor-

themselves
f-

ortes
for-

themselves
f-

ortes
for-

themselves
f-

ortesthemselves , and then bring in their own organiorgani-organicorgani-

zations.

organi-

zations

organi-

zations.

organi-

zations

organi-

zations.

organi-

zations

¬- . .

zations.zationsactions. In this respect the relief waswashundleaNwashundle6asunderwashundlea-

Nterribly.

washundle6-

terribly.

washundle-

6terribly

(

(

unun-

terribly.

in-

tertribalterribly.terribly. The utmost confusion reigned on thethe-

roads.

he-

ralds

the-

roads.

he-

ralds

the-

roads.

he-

raldsroads.roads. Shell fire causedcauau ed casualties that mightmight-

have

migh-

t've
might-

have

migh-

t've
might-

have

migh-

t'vehave been avoided.avoided. Staff officers who shouldshould-

have

shoul-

d've

should-

have

shoul-

d'vehave beenbeenJbeen, and doubtless would have been , engagedengaged-

in

engag-

edin securing and studying mapsma.ps. and ordersorders for thethe-

forthcoming

the-

forthcoming

the-

forthcomingforthcoming attack , were busy through the wholewhol-

enight

wh-
ole

whol-

enight

wh-
ole

whol-

enight

wh-
olenight locating lost troops and getting them setset-

back

set-

baok

set-

back

set-

backbackbaokbook on the right roads.roads. At least much of thethe-

final

ter-

minal

the-

final

ter-

minal

the-

final

ter-

minal "/final delay in getting orders9rders too the troops maymaji-majimagimamaj-

i(13)

ma-

ji13

-
(13)13( ) BloorBoor , be blamed on the first night'snights' confusion.confusionconfusion./13)confusion.13confusion.13)13confusionconfusion.13)-

P
confusion13-

P
., / )

P 3

LOCATIONLOOATION AND DISPOSITION OF TROOPSTROOPS-

x

TROOPS-

e

TROOP-

S_...x Thee 142d Infantry was organized in depth withwithj-

t'ne.
with-

jtne
wit-

hin
with-

J

wit-
h

with-
Jrle

Wilts-
hirejt'ne.jtneJrlejitneyRilejt'ne-

.its
jtne-

its
tini-

est
J ', "MM'" e.ee-

.its
e-

dits
,.

its 2d Battalion on the firingAwhichfiringAwhiohfiringwhichfiring,, ran from easteast-

to

East-

on

east-

to

East-

on

east-

to

East-

onto west along the St.St. Etienne-OrfeuilEtienneOrfeuilForkful- Road , acrossacross-

Blodnitz

cros-

sable
across-

Blodnitz

cros-

sable
across-

Blodnitz

cros-

sableBlodnitzBlintz Hill , and then downdOMldOM the German trenches aboutabout-

a

abou-

ta half-kilometerhalfkilometer- south80uth of St.St. EtlenneEtienne until it conoon-ooncon-oncon-

nected

oon-

neoted

bo-

nneted

con-

nected

¬-

nectedneotednettednoted with the FrenchrrenohReno 7th Division.Division. Its 1stlet Bat-BatBat-

talVOtrmsrliar

Bat-

't

Ba-

tt

Bat-

ty

Bat-

known

Atk-

inson

-
. . . . . ., . . .

. . . . . . . . . . .. .'
. ." . . . .

'" - " " ' ". "., .
". "'( "'" * *

. . " " ,
- -" ' .: : : : : "- ' ''- ' : - - -: : : 'tttalVOtrmsrliartalVOtrmsrliarcftl"IlI" <Jn-JnJn.tfaa'JntfaaJunta- .tfaa'tfaafaa. ; '

, :.1"ft.1ft.1ft. " -cftcftft-
: ' jpog-t-GnjpogtGnjogp .rr. - ':-": .:. . the.thet - :.JlbUiLprbuilder

. .

).1.1.1. .

.
.
..

.

,gl".t.gltgilt- .
;
. "" .ridge

. . ".. *
.

.44'.. .
* 'JJ' < t't"'!' "(-_

known
-'" '-

own
. . ...'... -... -. . _,

as&SSas-

Ludwig's

as-

Ludwigs

al-

luding
&
.
W4... ..... ._- : .... ....... ,...'. . ., . .. .

Ludwlg'eLudwlgeLUdwig'sLUdwigsLudwig' RuokenRouen , or HillBill , about 1000 meters in rearrear-

of

re-
ar

rear-

of

re-
ar

rear-

of

re-
arof the 3dad2d Battalion.Battalion. Its 3d Battalion was in reservereserve-

on

reser-
veon BlancBlanoBlanco Mont Ridge.RidgeR1dg. ,
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Under the pine trees on Ludwig'sLudwigsLudwig'ss' KillHill ,

Company A found excellent shelter from observationobservation-

and

observati-
onand small arms fire but all dayda.y. long on October 77-

it
7-

it
7-

itit was subjected to constant harassing fire fromfrom-

German

front-

iersman

from-

Germa.n

front-

iersman

from-

German

front-

iersmanGermanGerma.n. artillery.artillery, . Men and officers burrowed intointo-

fox

in-
to

into-

fox

in-
to

into-

fox

in-
tofox holes to secure what rest they could and at thethe-

same

thre-

esome

the-

same

thre-

esome

the-

same

thre-

esomesame time protect themselves.themselves . Only one man waswas-

wounded.

ast-

ounded

was-

wounded.

ast-

ounded

was-

wounded.

ast-

oundedwounded.wounded. He was struck in the hip by a shell splinter8plintaplintaSalinasplinter-

and

aplinta-

and

splinte-

red

applic-
ant

8plint-

andand evacuated to the aid station along with somesome-

wounded

so-
meone

some-

wounded

so-
meone

some-

wounded

so-
meonewounded from the other companies.companies. The bursting ofof-

shell

R-

oselle

of-

shell

R-

oselle

of-

shell

R-

oselleshell among the trees was constant.constantconstant.-

The

consta-
nt

.

The captain of the company had been om'eomeotieNometie' ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe few to fallfalloutout on the march the night before.beforebefore-

.X

befor-

e.I

befo-
re

.

I/I/I'-ArrivingI-Arriving
A-rriving
,

X//'Arriving'ArrivingArriving' rrivingriving from headquarters , where he had been sentsent-

during

end-

uring
sent-

during

end-

uring
sent-

during

end-

uringduring the march to ascertainascerta.in. the possibility ofof-

securing

o-

bscuring

of-

securing

o-

bscuring

of-

securing

o-

bscuringsecuring food and water , the senior lieutenant foundfound-

himself

foun-

dlings
found-

himself

foun-

dlings
found-

himself

foun-

dlingshimself in command of the companyy/HecompanyyHecompanycompaDycompany.company. / Hee had been toldtold-

nothing

poll-

inating

told-

nothing

poll-

inating

told-

nothing

poll-

inatingnothing of the plan ofo f relief , had no map and nonenone-

was

no-
ne

none-

was

no-
ne

none-

was

no-
newas available.available. At regimental headquarters he hadhad-

bean

ha-

dean

had-

baen

hea-

dband

had-

been

ha-

dean .beanbaenbeen informed by the.tlletlletulle lieutenant colonel executiveexecutive-

officer

execu-
tive

exacexactexecutive-

officer

execu-
tive

t1vet1ve-

offioerofficeroffioer that the regiment,, probably would attackattaok atat-

dawn

Ma-

tawan

at-

dawn

Ma-

tawan

at-

dawn

Ma-

tawandawn the next morning.morningmorning.Passingmorning. /PassingPassing/&SS1ngSS1ngPassing& by the battal10nc-

ommand

battalionbattal10nbattalionc-

ommand

batta-
lion

battalionc-

ommand

batta-
lioncommand post he first learned that he was in commandcomman-

dof

comman-

doof the companyoompany , had pointed out to him the locationslocations-

of.

locatio-
ns

. _ . - ' . . _ _ _ _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . ofQf.Qfof.. ._ .the.the.the..a-ther..o.Qm.p&u1altheatheroQm.pu1al.the..ather..o.Qm.p&u1altheroQmpu1al.the..ather..o.Qm.p&u1alintheatheroQmpu1alin.the..other..nQnapa.theothernQnapathetether. . .ather.atherFather- . . ..flompwiieflompwiiefloppier. . . &. iasbiasiasinbiasing*!. in-in-intheinter.thethe-the.- . battalion-andbattalionandbatta.L1ou-andbatta.L1ouandbatta.L1oubattaL1oubattalBata. i an.axanaxAmax, .- -. , , .dd. learnedlaarned.laarnedlearned.learne-
dlittle

flanne-

lette
. . . . . .

little elseelse.*. The battalion staff had no otherother-

information

other-

information

other-

informationinformation that they could give him.him. It was thenthen-

afternoon

thea-

tergoing
then-

afternoon

thea-

tergoing
then-

afternoon

thea-

tergoingafternoon and they did not believe there would bebe-

an

be-

an

be-

enanen attack the next day.day. /
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The new company commander waswa.s. told to holdhold-

himself

hol-
dings

hold-

himself

hol-
dings

hold-

himself

hol-
dingshimself in the immediate vicinity of his company andand-

to

an-

do

and-

to

an-

do

and-

to

an-

doto refrain from reconnaissance that would take himhim-

away

hide-

away

him-

away

hide-

awayaway to any distance preventing his prompt return toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe command post to receive orders.orders. A runner guidedguided-

him

guid-
edhim to his company area which he found to beb e on thethe-

reverse

th-

erefore

the-

reverse

th-

erefore

the-

reverse

th-

ereforereverse slope just below the crest of Ludwig'sLudwigsLudwig' Hill.Hill.
(14)14( ) Otto , (14)14( ) The 1st and 2d Platoons had been placed in thethe-

p
th-

e
the-

adva.nce

he-

adman
p 89

advanceadva.nce. positionsposiposit tionsions while the 3d and 4th Platoons werewere-

in

wher-

ein

were-

in

wher-

ein

were-

in

wher-

einin support a short distance down the slope.slopeslope./slope.Localslope.
/, LocalLoca-

lsecurity
Lo-

cale
Loca-

lsecurity
Lo-

cale
Loca-

lsecurity
Lo-

calesecurity consisting of a double sentry was postedposted-

in

poste-

din each platoon and everyoneeVyoneDevoneV/eVeve yoneone else was ordered tot o getget-

what

get-

away

get-

what

get-

away

get-

what

get-

away
/y

what rest they couldy/yrwocouldyyrwocouldgyroCOuld / O questions were asked by-

each

be-

ach

byby-

each

be-

ach

by-

each

be-

acheach platoon leader.leader. They wanted to know if therethere-

was

Hebr-

ews

there-

was

Hebr-

ews

there-

was

Hebr-

ewswas going to be an attack and could the kitchen forceforce-

provide
fo-

rcer
force-

provide
fo-

rcer
force-

provide
fo-

rcerprovide hot food.food. Neither question could be answeredanswere-

ddefinitely
ans-

wered
answered-

definl

answ-
ered

answere-

ddefinitely

ans-
wereddefinitely/definitelydefinitelyT-

he
definite-

ly
definldefiledefinitely-

The

definite-
ly

telV'telVteltelV'T-

he
telVT-

he
twel-

fth
//'

The company commander made a brief reconrecon-recon-

naissance

recon-

naissance

recon-

naissance

¬-

naissancenuisance which was limited to the ground immediatelyimmediately-

in

immediate-

lyin front of his position and then spent thetbetube balancebalance-

of

balan-
ce

balabalarbalsaBallard cece-

of

c-

eo

ce-

of

c-

eoof the afternoon with his company waiting for informainforma-informalinforma-

tion

informa-

tion

informa-

tion

¬-

tionion or orders from battalionbatts.lionbattslion. headquarters , Late inin-

the

in-

ter
in-

the

in-

ter
in-

the

in-

terthe afternoon he went again to the battalion commandoommandcomman-

dpost

comma-

ndos

oomman-

dpost

comma-

ndos

comman-

dpost

comma-

ndospost but found there was nothing to be learnedlearned.learnedThelearned,. /TheThe/ The-

a

Thec-

a

TheTh-

enight

H-
eight- " in wa1 .. " . .Tho.TheTheTheo. . bombardmentbombardmen-

tcontinued

bombar-
dment

bombardmen-

tcontinued

bombar-
dment

. "-' //aa/ _-?x night was spent"spent waiting.waitingwaiting.--The-enemywaiting.Theenemy.-waiting; ting.ting enemy.ensmyensmy
- "ii-11.

/ A?i, .
'vv'/: .

j-j- .II'.
continued steadily although lessening somewhat towardtoward-

midnight.

toward-

midnight.

toward-

midnight.midnight.midnight. It was still enough to make the men gladglad-

to

gla-

dto remain in their holes.holesholes.-

In

hol-
es

.
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view
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ofot
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scarcitysoaroitysorority
. . :. ." . . _ .-: : . :

-:
. . .:
of

::: -:.:=

maps
..... _ . . . . .

'. '.'

It
. . .

was
,

aa-

mistake

m-

istake
.. . . . " . . . *. . . . .

,

.
.
. ' .

mistakeJI18take totovtvtovholdtoeholdholdbold companyoompany bbnmandefsoODlllandEJroommanderB to't.o.to tne.t.t18"t.t18tt18.tlie-.tlietinetalkie.tlieVIJA.

"- vfoin-vfoinvonvfoin-

ity
fo-

nt
vVIJAVIAlb-lblb-

i

lb-

1

b-

i

:--'; "- '

ityit7city of their commandoommand posts throughoutthrougnout the dayday-

7
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before an expected assault.assault. They should havehave-

been

ha-
ve

have-

been

ha-
ve

have-

been

ha-
vebeen ordered to make all possible reconnaissancereconnaissance-

of

reconnaissan-
ceof the ground during the daylight hours.hours. NoN-

osecrecy

In-

secure
N-

osecrecy

In-

secure
N-

osecrecy

In-

securesecrecy was to be maintained.maintained . The daylightdaylight-

march

dayli-
ght

daylight-

march

dayli-
ght

daylight-

march

dayli-
ghtmarch from Suippe'toSuippetoSUippe-toSUippetoSnippetSippedSuippeSipped '- to Somme-FySommeFySomme-PyPy- had told the enemyenemy-

to

enem-

yto expect a new attack.attack. Even after spendingspending-

most

spend-
ingmost of the day in reconnaissance there stillstill-
would

st-
ill

still-
would

st-
ill

still-
would

st-
illwould have been plenty of time to receive ordersorders-

in

orderi-

ngin detail in the evening.evening. With better knowledgeknowledge-

of

knowled-
geof the ground , even with the limited instructionsinstructions-

received
instruc-

tions
instructions-

received
instruc-

tions
instructions-

received
instruc-

tionsreceived at the lastla.st. minute , much of the disorderdisorder-

that
disor-

der
disorder-

that
disor-

der
disorder-

that
disor-

derthat developed later could have been avoided.avoidedaVQddeavodded.avoddedavoideravoided.V-

ERBAL

avoi-

ded

aVQdde-

VERBAL

avodded.V-

ERBAL

.

VERBAL ORDERS FOR THETEE ATTACKATTAC-

KVerbal

Atta-
cker

ATTAC-

KVerbal

Atta-
ckerVerbal orders for the attack were issued byby-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
ytethe commanding general of the 2d Division to thethe-

commanding

ch-

eckmating

the-

commanding

ch-

eckmating

the-

commanding

ch-

eckmatingcommanding general of the 71st7lst Brigade some timetime-

during

imm-

uring

time-

during

imm-

uring(15)15( ) Blanc, MontMont , during the afternoon of October 7.7. (15)15( ) The brigadebrigadec-

ommander
bri-

gade
brigadec-

ommander
bri-

gade
brigade-

p
brigad-

ep 15
commander in turn summoned his regimental commanderscommanders-

and

command-

ers(16)16( ) BloorBoor , and ata.t. 3:003008:008009:00900: PHPM ieeueflissuedIEEE theaitheythaith m a8.8a.. verbalverba.l. order.order. (16)16( ) TheTh-

ebattalion

Te-

arstain
Th-

ebattalion

Te-

arstain
The-

p
Th-

eP 44-

(16a

4-

16a

battalion commanders were calledoalledcoaled to the regimentalregimentalc-

ommand

regim-
ental

regimentalc-

ommand

regim-
ental

regimentalc-

ommand

regim-
entalcommand post of the 143d142d Infantry at 3:30330: AM , October

8 , to receive their orders.orders. These again were givengiven-

verbally
inve-

ntorially

given-

verbally
inve-

ntorially

given-

(16a

given-

16a(16a16a( ) BloorBoor , verbally (16a16a( ) and as soon as they had their instrucinstruc-instructinstruc-

tions

instruc-

tions

instruc-
p

instruc-
t

¬-
P 55-

(16b

5-

16b

tionstioneionstone they hurried back to their battalions to passpass-

the

pas-

te
pass-

the

pa-
ste

pass-

the

pa-
stethe order on to their companies.companies . But too muchmuohmouth timetime-

had

time-

card

time-

had

time-

card

time-

had

time-

cardhad been consumedoonsumed in passing the order along'along
'

fromfrom-

one

fron-

ton

from-

one

fron-

ton

from-

one

fron-

tonone of the higher commandoommand posts to another.another. It camecame-

to

cam-

eo

came-

to

cam-

eo

came-

to

cam-

eoto the companiesoompanies too later"laterlatelatefJtolatest" tot-betbe; -

be effective.effectiveeffective.-

(16b

effective-

16b

.
r(
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it
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(16b16b(18b18b( ) Blanc Mont , to narkmartmark everyeyeryMeyer step.tlPtlPlP. of this operation.operation. (16b16b( lab ) TheThe-

8
The-

P

Th-
eP 1717-

(16a

17-

16a
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division appearsappeaxBapex to have been too hurried inin-

getting

in-

gesting

in-

getting

in-

gesting

in-

getting

in-

gestinggetting the attack off before it could prepareprepar-

eits

prepri-
ntsits written order and very necessary map inin-

formation.

in-

formation

in-inin-

formation.

in-

formation

in-

formation.

in-

formation

¬-

formation.formation. Taxed as they were with tasks ofof-

getting

of-

fsetting

of-

getting

of-

fsetting

of-

getting

of-

fsettinggetting lost troops in place after the confusionconfusion-

of

confusi-
onof the previous night the brigade and regimentalregimenta-

lstaffs

regime-
ntals

regimenta-

lstaffs

regime-
ntals

regimenta-

lstaffs

regime-
ntalsstaffs found themselves too hurried about thethe-

work

the-

ory
the-

work

the-

ory
the-

work

the-

orywork of digestingdigesting. . the order and passing it alongalong-

to
alon-

gto

I to the units lawerlawyer down.down. This hurry finallyfinally-

left
fina-

lly
finally-

left
fina-

lly
finally-

left
fina-

llyleft the company and platoonpla.toon. commanders withoutwithout-

any

witho-

ut
wiwithout-

any

witho-

ut
thouttoutthout-

any

touc-

anany clear picture of what was expected andB.ndBndBandand-

caused

lan-

daus
B.n-

dcaused

Ba-

ndeaus

and-

caused

lan-

daus
.

caused needless casualties and confusion thatthat-

are

thea-

tre

that-

are

thea-

tre

that-

are

thea-

treare difficultdifficult to excuse.excuseexcusexcuse-

.Verbal

excu-

sive
excus-

Verbal

exc-
user

excuse-

Verbal

excu-

sive
.

Verbal orders all the way from division toto-

platoons

co-

pulations

to-

platoons

co-

pulations

to-

platoons

co-

pulationsplatoons can hardly hope for proper interpreinterpre-interpretinterpre-

tation

interpre-

tation

interpre-

tation

¬-

tationstation at the end of such a long chain ofof-

communication.

of-

communication.

of-

communication.communication.communication . Certainly no farther back thanthan-

the

thatc-

hed

than-

the

thatc-

hed

than-

the

thatc-

hedthe regiment there should have been a writtenwritten-

copy

writt-
en

written-

copy

writt-
en

written-

copy

writt-
encopy of the order in time to check against andand-

avoid

an-

droid

and-

avoid

an-

droid

and-

avoid

an-

droidavoid errors in the battalions and companies.companiescompanies.-

The

compan-

ies

.

The leader of Company A was summoned toto-
i

toi-
l

to-

battalion

to-

battalion
i\

, - -'' "

%'-
.

'
j) battalion headquarters at 5:105105O: ! AM and before he couldcould-

reach

outr-

each

could-

reach

outr-

each
,

2):)1-)11)-

1(17)

1-

17

. "; '

5 I, < ; Ii/

reach the oomcandcommandcooncanoomboom and postpoet the batteries of the supportingsupportin-

gartillery

suppo-
rting

supportin-

gartillery

suppo-
rting

supportin-

gartillery

suppo-
rtingartillery already had begun to lay down their firefire-

of

fie-

f(17)17( ) Blanc Mont , of preparation.preparation. (17)17(17)-
p

17-
p

(17)-

our

17-
our

(17-
)p15

17-
p15

( )

pp1515
fourPour.-ourour- company commanderecommanderscommanderoomma.noommanOman. .ereere. crouchedorouohed around aa-

map

a-

mp

a-

map

a-

mp

a-

map

a-

mpmap on the ground near the entrance to the commandoommandcommand-

post.

comma-

ndos

oomman-

dpost.

comma-

ndos

command-

post.

comma-

ndospost.post. OntheMonte, map in bold relief a redreirein arrow pointedpointed-

the

point-
edthe directiondireotion of advance.advanceadvanoe.advanoe. The namesname.name. of some townstowns-

up

tow-

ns

towns-

up

tow-

ns

towns-

up

tow-

ns, up ahead were.ereere. given as&8 possible objectives.objectivesobjeotives.objeotives. Nonelone ofof-

9

of-

9
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. . . . . .. ... .11. . . . . .. ... . . . ... .

. . . _ . . . . . . . . _ . , . , . . . . . " _ ' e.e. . . . .

us had ever heard of them and none of us rememberedremembered-

them

remembe-

redthem at the time.time. Company B on the left andand.. CompanyCompany-

A

Compan-

yA on the right were designated as the leading eleele-deleele-

ments

ele-

ments

ele-

ments

¬-

mentsaments of the battalion with Company B as the base.basebase.-

Company

base.-

Company

base.-

Company

.

Company D on the leftJleft and Company C on the rightright-

were

righ-

ter
right-

were

righ-

ter
right-

were

righ-

terwere in battalion reserve.reserve. The leadingeadingReading1 companiescampa.niescampaniescampanilescompanies-

were

campa.nies-

were

compan-

ies
campan-

iles

.

were to follow the assault battalion at 1000 meters

(18)18( ) BloorBoor , (18)18( ) and take advantageadv ntageuntagged of cover the terrain mightmight-

afford.

eigh-

tfold
might-

afford.

eigh-

tfold
might-

p
migh-

tP 5
afford.afford. No boundaries were given and no otherother-

information.

other-

information.

other-

information.information.information. There was not time.time. As the commandercommander-

of

command-

erof Company A turned to go back to his company thethe-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersman

hehe-

German

he-

gemonyGerman artillery'sartillerysartillery' counter to our fire of preparationpreparation-

had

preparati-
onhad begun.begun. The attack had been scheduled for 5155:15515A-

M.

515A-

M

5:15A-

M.

515A-

M

;:

(19)19( ) Blanc Mont , AM.AM. (19)19( ) It was then about 5:20520: AM.AMAM.-AM-

.The

A.-

M.

AM-

p
. .- VV-

The

T-

he
p 15

The rapid and continuous concussion of thethe-

enemy1B

the-

enemy's

the-

enemys

ath-

enaeums

the-

enemy's

the-

enemys

ath-

enaeumsenemy1Benemy'senemysenemy' shells literallytera.llyterallythermally11 . shookahookhook the ground and waswas-

deafening.

cas-

ehardening

was-

deafening.

cas-

ehardening

was-

deafening.

cas-

ehardeningdeafening.deafening. Their prompt reply tfctbftct our own fire isis-

explained

m-

isapplied

is-

explained

m-

isapplied

i ss-

explained

e-

xplainedexplained by the fact that they had an advance planplan-

for

Pla-

no
plan-

for

Pla-

no
plan-

for

Pla-

nofor putting down fire on our positions on thisthis-

particular
Hi-

spanic
this-

particular
Hi-

spanic(20)20( ) Otto I,I-
P

particular morning.morningmoxninemoxie; . (20)20( SO ) They were readyreadJ.andreadJandready.-andready.andradicandready.
,- and thethe-

fire
th-

eir
the-

p
th-

ep 136
fire of our own artillery merely urged them to bringbring-

their

brig-

hter
bring-

their

brig-

hter
bring-

their

brig-

htertheir plan into effect a little sooner and perhapsperhaps-

with

perh-
aps

perhaps-

with

perh-
aps

perhaps-

with

perh-
apswith a little greater intensity.intensityintensity.T-

HE

intensi-

ty

.

THE ATTACK OF OCTOBER 88-

To

8-

To

8-

ToTo his platoon commanders the leader ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Oompany

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompanyOompany A delivered his order after dodging his wayW8.YW8Ywa.yway-

for

wa-

fer

W8.-

Yfor

W8-

Yfor

wa.-

yfor

way-

farer

.

for 100 yards through the enemy'senemysenemy'enemy' 8 barrage.barrage., TheTh-

eplatoons

Te-

lethons

Th-

eplatoons

Te-

lethons

Th-

eplatoons

Te-

lethonsplatoons were directeddireoted to move forward in the orderorder-

in

orderi-

ngin whichwhioh theythe7 were.ereere. then formed.formed. The 2d Platoon waswa-

s.4tead

wa-

s4tead

was-

w

wa-
s. . . .. . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . .. ::.-.::. . .
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were to start upon signalsigsigh al from and to follow thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany commander.commander., They were not to advanceadvaadv oe beyondbeyond-

the

beyo-
ndthe edge of the timber until they had been signalledsignaledsignalled-

to
signale-

dto do so.so. This part of the order was given to makemak-

esure

ma-

kes
mak-

esure

ma-

kes
keke-

sure

en-

suresure that they would not crowd too closelycloselTcloseT upon thethe-

heels
h-

eels
the-

heels
h-

eels
the-

heels
h-

eelsheels of the battalion ahead.ahead. The direction ofof-

attack

fa-

tback

of-

attack

fa-

tback

of-

attack

fa-

tbackattack was pointed out as nearly as possible fromfrom-

memory.

Ro-
meo

from-

memory.

Ro-
meo

from-

memory.

Ro-
meomemory.memory. No compass bearing could be given but theythey-

were

he-
wer

they-

were

he-
wer

they-

were

he-
werwere to keep to the right of the first town ahead.aheadahead-

.All

head-
wall

ahead-

.All

head-
wall

ahead-

.All

head-
wall

.

All of this was done in the midst of the enemy'senemysenemyenemy's-

barrage.

enemys-

barrage

enemy's-

barrage.

enemys-

barrage

enemy's-

barrage.

enemys-

barrage

'

barrage.barrage. Eager for more information yet all werewere-

even

whe-

re've

were-

even

whe-

re've

were-

even

whe-

re'veeven more eager to press forward out of the shelledshelled-

area.

shell-
ed

shelled-

area.

shell-
ed

shelled-

area.

shell-
edarea.area. Giving the platoon commanderscomma.nders. a short timetj.metjmetime-

in

timeli-

ne

tj.me-

in

time-

in

timeli-

ne

.

in which to pass their orders along , the company waswa-

sstarted

as-

serted
wa-

sstarted

as-

serted
wa-

sstarted

as-

sertedstarted forward.forward. These officers were never togethertogether-

again.

toget-
her

together-

again.

toget-
her

together-

again.

toget-
heragain.again.

.- '

( As the company moved north down the slopesl0ge ofof-

Ludwig's

of-

Ludwigs

fl-

utings
of-

Ludwig's

of-

Ludwigs

fl-

utings
of-

Ludwig'

of-

Ludwig

co-

lludingLudwig'sLudwigsLudwig'Ludwig' s Hill the odors of gas became stronglystrongly-

noticeable
stro-

ngly
strongly-

noticeable
stro-

ngly
strongly-

noticeable
stro-

nglynoticeable among the smell of the high explosives.explosivesexplosives.-

Gas

explosiv-

es
.

Gas masks were adjusted but quickly removed when itit-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

taswas discovereddisoovered that a light breeze was weepingavelepingoverleaping....pingping. thethe-

gas

the-

tas

the-

gas

the-

tas

the-

gas

the-

tasgas away as rapidly as iti t was being formed.formedformed-

.Shortly
for-

med
formed-

.Shortly
for-

med
.

"-- '---'Shortly before the foot of the slopeelope waswas-

reached

abs-

tracted

was-

reached

abs-

tracted

was-

reached

abs-

tractedreached the lieutenant ordered his companyoompany to haltbaIthalt-

In

halti-

ng

baIt-

in

baiti-

ng

halt-

in

halti-

ngIn the edge of the timber while he reconnolteredreconnoitered thethe-

open

Th-

orpe

the-

open

Th-

orpe

the-

open

Th-

orpeopen swale&walewaleswales& between his position and BiddnitzB1ddaitzBiddenld dDitzDDT Hill.HillHill.-

Back

Hold-

back

Hill.-

Baok

Millb-

rook

Hill.-

Back

Hold-

back

.

BackBaokBook across&OrOSBOrOSBOrs& the swaleswales and into the trees cameoamefoamed fivefive-

of
fi-

ef

five-

of
fi-

ef

five-

of
fi-

efof the six8ix smallBmallMall tanks sentlent by the FrenchFrenoh to assistassist-

the

assi-
st

assist-

the

assi-
st

assist-

the

assi-
stthe regiment In its advance.advance. This was the firstfirstk-

nowledge

forek-

nowledge

firstk-

nowledge

forek-

nowledge

firstk-

nowledge

forek-

nowledgeknowledge the companyoompany had that tanks were.rere.. to be usedused-
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although we had seen them in the areas to the rear.rearrear.-

The

eart-

hen

rear.-

The

eart-

hen

rear.-

The

eart-

hen

.

The six had gone forward regardlessregardlees, of the actionsactions-

of

actio-
nsof theirthetrtheater supporting infantiy.infantiyinfa.ntl'Y.infantlYinfantry.infantry.

' . One of them had beenbeen-

put
be-

en
been-

put
be-

en
been-

put
be-

enput outut of action on the flat to the east of St.StSt-

.Etienne

S-

tein
St-

.Etienne

S-

tein
St-

.Etienne

S-

tein
.

Etienne by shell fire and the y6ungyOung French lieutenantlieutenant-

leading
lieute-

nant(21)21( ) Otto , leading the platoon had been killed.killed. (21)21( ) TheirTheir-
p

Thei-
r

Their-

assistance
Th-

irstiest
p 145

assistance in the attack had been little or nothing.nothingnothing.-

Nothing
not-

hing
nothing.-

Nothing
not-

hing
nothing.-

Nothing
not-

hing
.

Nothing was to be seen of the assault batbat-bat-

talion.

bat-

talion

bat-

talion.

bat-

talion

bat-

talion.

bat-

talion

¬-

talion.taliontalon. The riserielAriel of thetie ground on BlodnitzBlintz Hill waswa-

ssufficient

wa-

ssufficient

wa-

ssufficientsufficient to hide it if it had advanced well beyondbeyond-

the

beyo-

ndthe crest.crest. The reverse slope of the hill appearedappea.redappeared-

to

appea.red-

to

appeare-

d
.

<
to offer protection from all but high-anglehighangle- fireE-

nemy

fire-

men
fire.firefire.-

Enemy

free-

men
. X'XX'-

Enemy

XE-

nemy

E-
nemy

'
Enemy shell fire among the trees had not decreased.decreaseddecreased.-

In

decrease-

d
.

In addition the bullets of long-rangelongrange- machine gunsguns-

were

gna-

wer

guns-

were

gna-

wer

guns-

were

gna-

werwere clipping the boughs of the pines and buryingburying-

themselves

brig-
htens

burying-

themselves

brig-
htens

burying-

themselves

brig-
htensthemselves with thuds in the tree trunks.trunkstrunks.-

What

trun-

ks
trunks.-

What

trun-

ks
trunks.-

What

trun-

ks
.

What should have been the action of thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany commander ?

He pointed out the slope of the hill aheadahead-

to

ahea-

dto the platoon runners , told them the company was toto-

reform

T-

revor
to-

reform

T-

revor
to-

reform

T-

revorreform there , and that the rush acrossaC1'088aC1088' the'theIj-heIjhe' - openopen.open-

ground

open-

.ground

open-

ground

.

ground would be started upon signal from the companycompany-

commander.

compa-

nionate
company-

commander.

compa-

nionate
company-

commander.

compa-

nionatecommander.commander. Then he hastily wrote a message to hishis-

battalion

his-

battalion

his-

battalionbattalion commanderoommander , giving his location and thethe-

point

the-

spian

the-

point

the-

spian

the-

point

the-

spianpoint at whichwhioh he would reform his company.company. AfterAfter-

this

After-

time

After-

ti1i8

After-

this

After-

timethisti1-i8ti1i8-

heh.-h.h.raltedhe--tedhetedthroated. - '- waitedraltedrated forfar-thefarthethe.the.- return of the platoon runners ,

verifiedverif1ed the fact that they had delivered theirtheir-

message

Th-
eresa

their-

message

Th-
eresa

their-

message

Th-
eresamessage and gave the signal to move forward.forward. HeH-

ewatched

S-

heathed

H-

ewatohed

S-

heathed

H-

ewatched

S-

heathedwatchedwatohed all four platoons debouchaebouch from the woods andand-

then

ant-

hem

and-

then

ant-

hem

and-

then

ant-

hemthen followed.followed.
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The 2d Platoon disappeared into the oldold-

trench

Go-

ldstein

old-

trench

Go-

ldstein

old-

trench

Go-

ldsteintrench system on the west slope of BlodnitzBlintz Hill.HillHill.-

The

Hi-

ll
Hill.-

The

Hi-

ll
Hill.-

The

Hi-

ll
.

The 1st Platoon halted near some trees just shortshort-

of

sho-
rtof the hill crest.crest. The two support platoons stoppedstopped-

a

stoppe-

da little further down the hill.hill. Several casualtiescasualties-

had

casualti-
eshad resultedresulresult ted in the advancea.dva.nce. . to this pointpoint but itit-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

taswas not until much later in the day thattha.t. it waswa-

slearned

wa-

steland

wa-

slearned

wa-

steland

wa-

slearned

wa-

stelandlearned the lieutenant commanding the 3d PlatoonPlatoon-

had

Plato-
on

Platoon-

had

Plato-
on

Platoon-

had

Plato-
onhad been taken to the rear sufferingsufferinsuffering from shell-shellshells-

hock.
sh-

ells
shells-

hock.
sh-

ells
shells-

hock.
sh-

ells
-

shock.shock. Company B on the left had moved forward aa-

little
l-

ittle
,

little before Company A and apparently had haltedhal ted inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe old trench system still farther to the west andand-

just
ad-

just

and-

just

ad-

just

and-

just

ad-

justjust south of St.St. Etienne.EtienneEtienne.-

Moving

Etie-
nne

Etienne.-

OVing

Etie-
nne

Etienne.-

Moving

Etie-
nne

.

MovingOVingCoving forward for additional reconnaissancereconnaissance-

the

reconnaissan-

ce
r eo annalanal s sancsac ee-

the

L-

ethethe commander of Company A discoveredacoveredcovereddi at once thatthat-

he

thatc-

hed

that-

he

thatc-

hedhe was almostal oBtobit on top of the assault battalion.battalionbattalion.C-

ompany
batta-

lion
battalion.C-

ompany
batta-

lion
battalion.C-

ompany
batta-

lion
.

Company H , the right assault company , had been pinnedpinned-

to

pinne-

dto the ground by machine gun fire from the rightright-

before

brig-

htener

right-

before

brig-

htener

right-

before

brig-

htenerbefore it hadha.d. advanced 50 yards along the crest ofof-

Slodnitz

fu-

sionist
of-

Blodni

o-

blong

of-

Plodnitz

o-

pulentSlodnitzBlodniPlodnitzLionizeBlondiePlaudit, tz Hill./Hill.HillHill.ThsHilltopsHillHill..// ThsThaThisThai captainca.pta.in.ca.pta.in.acaptain. . ,.< a heavy man , had been-

wounded

bec-

louded

beenbeen-

wounded

bec-

louded

been-

wounded

bec-

loudedwounded twice in the fleshy part of his seat whenwhen-

he

when-

ce

when-

he

when-

ce

when-

he

when-

cehe sought cover in a fold of the ground.ground. He hadhad-

dragged

hy-

drangea

had-

dragged

hy-

drangea

had-

dragged

hy-

drangeadragged himself and been assisted back to a shallowshallow-

trench

Hallo-
ween

shallow-

trenoh

Hallo-
ween

shallow-

trench

Hallo-
weentrenchtrenoh and here Me18he told of the situation as he knewknew-

It.

kne-

w

knew-

it.

kne-

w

knew-

it.

kne-

wIt.It. The greatest feeling of excitement seemed toto-

bold

to-

oled

to-

hold

to-

ehold

to-

hold

to-

eholdboldhold sway.sway. No one appeared to knowknokeno exactlyexaotly what waswas-

being

wea-

seling

was-

being

wea-

seling

was-

being

wea-

selingbeing done to advanceadvanoe the attack.attackattack.-

A

attac-

k

.

A little farther forward more definitedef1nitedefiniteI-

nformation
defi-

nition
def1nite-

information

definitei-

nformation
defi-

nitionInformation was.&1 obtained.obtainedobta1ned.obta1ned. The captainoaptain of Company FrT ,

whosewho.who. . had been immediately1mmed1atelr in supportlupport ofof-
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Company HHI, pointed out that an enemy strong pointpO.1ntpO1ntpoint-

on

pO.1nt-

on

pO1nt-

on

ponto-

on

.

on the northeast portion of BlodnitzBlodn1tzBlintz Hill was holdingholding-

up

holdin-
gup the advance of the entire regiment , that his menmen-

had

men-

haden

men-

had

men-

haden

men-

had

men-

hadenhad become intermingled with the men of the otherotherc-

ompany

otherc-

ompany

otherc-

ompanycompany in the pit prepared for a big gun emplacementemplacemen-

tjust

emplacem-

entjust to the west of the strong point , and that justjust-

then

ju-
st

just-

then

ju-
st

just-

then

ju-
stthen he could locateloc te no officers to help him.him. WhatWha-

tappeared

Ha-
mpered

Wha-

tappeared

Ha-
mpered

Wha-

tappeared

Ha-
mperedappeared to be about 100 men could be seen crouchingorouchingcrouchingd-

own

orouchingd-

own
crouch-

ingdown under cover in and around the gun emplacement.emplacementemplacement-

.Others

emplace-
ment

emplacement-

.Others

emplace-
ment

emplacement-

.Others

emplace-
ment

.

Others were under coverooverover near a line of pine treestrees-

which

Gree-

nwich

trees-

which

Gree-

nwich

trees-

which

Gree-

nwichwhich ran in an irregular row from tjietiee west aroundaround-

to

aroun-

d point/H-erepoi-ntHer-efromJfrom://JJ/to the south of the strong pointp01nt VMereMereHere the casualcasual-casua-

lties

casua-

lties

casua-

lties

¬-

ties had been heavy.heavy. The dead were scattered aroundaround-

iA

around-

in

aroun-

d
roundi-

ngiAin considerableoonsiderable numbers.numbers . The captain of Company FF-

urged

U-

rged

F-

urged

U-

rged

F-

urged

U-

rgedurged the lieutenant to take a platoon from CompanyCompany-

A

Compan-

yA and assist in reducing the strong point.pointpoint.-

What

po-
int

point.-

Wba

poi-
nt

point.-

What

po-
int

.

WhatWbaWat should the commandercorenandercreamer of CompanyOompany A havehave-

done

hal-

ved

have-

done

hal-

ved

have-

done

hal-

veddone ?

CAPTURE OF BLODNITZBLODITZBLINTZBELOITB Q.Q
.

:; 1.1.. HILLHILICHILIHIL-

LAfter

Gil-

lette
HIL-

LAfter

Gil-

lette
:.

After a brief discussiondisoussion a plan was decideddecidedu-

pon.

decid-

ed
decidedu-

pon.

decid-

ed
decidedu-

pon.

decid-

edupon.upon. The commander of CompanyOompany A.A.
. . agreedagreagree ed to take twotwo-

automatic

two-

automatio

two-

automaticautomaticautomatioautomation rifleariflesrifle from hiehishide first platoon and placeplaoeplace-

them

plac-

ate
plaoe-

them

loa-
the

place-

them

plac-

atethem in actionaotionabortion near the corner of a low rock wallwall-

to

Walt-

onto bear upon the strong point.point. The captaincaptacapitan ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Oompany

of-

OompanyCompanyOompany 7r was to direct the men from the big gungu-

npit

gun-

point

gu-

npit'

gu-

npit

gun-

point

gu-

npit

gun-

pointpitpit' '

in a movement around the left flank and to thethe-

rear

the-

reat

the-

rear

the-

reat

the-

rear

the-

reatrear of the strongatrong point.point. - This'l'h1slh1s' ' plan waswalwail carriedoarriedparried out.outout.-

The

ot-

ter

out.-

The

ot-

ter

out.-

The

ot-

ter

.

The two automaticautomatioautomation riflemen poured a steady streamstream-

of

strea-
m

.. - . . -
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.. . .
of bulletsbullet.bullet::

. into
'

the enemy'senemysenemy'enemy' . positionpol1t1oD while somelomelone ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten
-

the
'

riflemen; t :; :

workingt ; ;aroundd"d"=tto ""'thth'
the

:- fflankk'k'

andd
; :
rearrearif'if' :

gotgot-
t

go-
t

got-

near

go-

ner
got-

near

go-

ner
i'i' : . ..

t

nearD.arDar. enough to hurl hand grenades.grenadesg1'enadel.g1enadel.g1enadelgrrenades.grrenades' . The'hehe'!' garrison ofof-
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the strong point cameoamefoamed out with their hands in thethe-

air.

th-

eir
the-

air.

th-

eir
the-

air.

th-

eirair.air. The number of prisoners reported was more than

100.100. This was what was left of the 2d Battalion ,

368th German Infantry.Infantry. They had been completelycompletely-

surprised

comp-
letely

completely-

surprised

comp-
letely

completely-

surprised

comp-
letelysurprised by the Americans working around theirtheir-

right
her-

ring
their-

right
her-

ring
their-

right
her-

ringright flank.flank. Only a few were able to make theirtheir-

escape

The-

resa
their-

esoape

The-

resa(22)22( ) Otto , escapeesoape backbaokbook to their own lines.lines. (22)22( ) The commanderoownanderlowlandercommander-

of

oownander-

of

commande-

rp
command-

er
lowland-

er
p 153

of the enemy division realized their precariousprecarious-

situation

preca-
rious

precarious-

situation

preca-
rious

precarious-

situation

preca-
rioussituation on the hill and had made an effort to sendsend-

them

endot-

hermic

send-

them

endot-

hermicthem reinforcements.reinforcements. Messages callingoallingcoaling for two comcom-com-

panies

com-

panies

com-

panies

¬-

paniespansies of the 74th German Reserve Infantry RegimentRegiment-

to

Regime-

ntto reinforcereinforoe the position on BlodnitzBlintz Hill had notnot-

been

nobl-

emen

not-

been

nobl-

emen

not-

been

nobl-

emenbeen delivered.delivered. ItI t was reported that the messengersmessengers-

probably

messe-
ngers

messengers-

probably

messe-
ngers(23)23( ) Otto , probably had been killed.killed. (23)23(23j23j(23)C-

APTURE

23C-

APTURE

(2323(23-

p155
23-

p155
(

,
)
..pp155155

CAPTURE OF THE CEMETERYOEMETERYCEMETERY-

The

OEMETERY-

The

Cemet-
eryThe sight of a considerableoonsiderable number ofof-

prisoners

of-

prisoners

of-

prisonersprisoners seemed to spur the attack all along thethe-

regimental

tem-

peramental

the-

reg1ment

the-

regimental

tem-

peramentalregimentalreg1mentl front./Afront.Afrontfront.front. ,/A machine-gunmachinegun- creworewore from the 132d132d-

Machine

132d-

Maohine

132d-

MachineMachineMaohine Gun Battalion set up its gun on a mound justjust-

northeast

just-

northeast

just-

northeastnortheast of the big gun pit and opened a continuousoontinuouscontinuous-

and

oontinuous-

and

continuo-
usand effectiveeffeotive fire on the German positions in thethe-

cemetery

tel-

emeter
the-

oemetery

tel-

emeter
the-

cemetery

tel-

emetercemeteryoemetery and to the south of that point.point. This ,

combinedoomb1ned with the aggressive actionaotionabortion of riflemen alongalong-

the

elong-

ate

along-

the

elong-

ate

along-

the

elong-

atethe west part of the regimental sectorseotorJ, resulted inin-

a

Gi-

na

in-

a

Gi-

na

in-

a

Gi-

naa comparatively short time in the taking of moremore-

than

north-

land

more-

than

north-

land

more-

than

north-

land-thanthan
-

than a hundred additionaladdit10nal prisoners from a depressiondepression-

and

depressi-
on

'\
\

-
I; I'

and ditchd1tc near the , southwesteouthweWtu .tt. corner of St.St8t.8t. EtienneEtienne-

and

Etien-
ne

Etienne-

v

Etienn-

e

Etienne-

and

Etien-
ne-\\vv-*\:\V, vI"<I"I#" '

.AA". .
..v'v.Y9Y-

9of
' and from the cemetery.cemeteryoemeterycemetery.Thecemetery. /TheThe/Thee lastlast named place had beenbeen-

carried

Ben-

zedrine

been-

n
bee-

nofn() tI"tItI"c""

J.X1JX1). 'r'r' ' '
driven toto-

the

t-
ote

to"-

fPi'
to-

fPi
to-

pic
,

c \\ carried with a rush.rush. Its occupantsoooupants were
1'

"fP-i'"fPfPi'i-

. . _ . *
"

. . .
fl:T . . the4. .northnrth© bank of the AmesAr,I rnesrunes and up the rise towardtoward-

Maohault.

" " ' ' " ' ' - Yt-Yt- - -_ . .? 5 > ** *' ", *. vf t-t- >
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Particular attention is invited to the enemyenem-

ypositions

enem-

ypositions

enem-

ypositionspositions in the ditch and depression to the southsouth-south-

east

south-

east

south-

east

¬-

east of St.St. Etienne.Etienne. The occupation of this groundground-

had

roundh-

eadhad a vital bearing on the success or failure of thethe-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-

attack

hea-

rtacheattack on the morningmorninsmornings of OctoberGctober 8 , and a vitalvital-

bearing

inter-

leaving

vital-

bearing

inter-

leaving

vital-

bearing

inter-

leavingbearing on the development of the combat for CompanyCompany-

A.

Compan-

yA.A.

On October 6 the French had entered thethe-

western

te-

eter
the-

western

te-

eter
the-

western

te-

eterwestern edge of the town as had the Marines.Marines. SomeSom-

efighting

Spo-

tlighting

Som-

efighting

Spo-

tlighting

Som-

efighting

Spo-

tlightingfighting had ensued in the streets , the Germans disdis-daisdis-

puting

dis-

puting

dis-

puting

¬-

putingputting possession of the place.placeplaoe.plaoe. Once or twice theythey-

drove

the-

y'd
they-

drove

the-

y'd
they-

drove

the-

y'ddrove the French out only to have the latter forceforce-

their

fore-

ster
force-

their

fore-

ster
force-

their

fore-

stertheir way back in again.again. This continued throughthrough-

October

throu-
ghout

through-

October

throu-
ghout

through-

October

throu-
ghoutOctober 7.7. The French sent two requests for thethe-

Americans

th-

eatricals

the-

Americans

th-

eatricals

the-

Americans

th-

eatricalsAmericans to take over the town from them but thethe-

Marines

he-

artiness

the-

16

the-

Marines

he-

artinessMarines reported their patrols being fired upon fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe east edge of the village and no determined efforteffort-

was

effo-
rtwas made by either the French or the Marines to gaingain-

whole

g-
ain

gain-

whole

g-
ain

gain-

whole

g-
ain(24)24(14)14( ) Blanc Mont,, whole and complete possession of the place.place. (24)24(24)-

e

24-
e

(24)-

The

24T-

he

( )

p 14 ;
MonoKonoOno No 9 , - rheTherheae half-possessionhalfpossession- of the town fixed thethe-

placing

she-

llacking

the-

plaoing

he-

lloing
the-

placing

she-

llacking
p 2121-

f

21Y-

r.

21-

Yr

0'f1.f.1f.1f. f<
.
' placingplaoing of the opening barrage.barrage. Rather than placeplaoeplac-

eit

plao-

eit

plack-

et

plan-

et
0'0De-DeD-

eIt

De-

bit

'-
'

yri'yririYr.Yr(f"f". .1/.1'.
.-

1(25)

1-

25

<fU/ it on the town withwi th the possibilitypOBsibility thatthat.that.itthat. it mightmigh-

tfall

nigh-

tfall

migh-

tfall

nigh-

tfall

migh-

tfall

nigh-

tfall
\ '

It ) fall on some of our own troops it was put down justjust-

north
Ju-

stin
just-

north
Ju-

stin
just-

north
Ju-

stinnorth of St.St. Etienne and too far north on BlodnitzBlintzBlodnitz-

Hill.

Blodnitz-

Hill.(25)25( ) BlancBlanoBlanco Mont , Hill.Hillgill., (25)25( ) The GermaneGermans in these positions were nono-

more

an-

omie

no-

ore

M-

oore

no-

p
no-

peP i17? ;
BloorBoor , moreore affected by these openingopenig? concentrationsoonoentrations thanthan-

the

thatc-

hed

than-

the

thatc-

hed

than-
p

tha-
nP 8BB-

L.

=

the troops in our own assault battalion , if as much.muchmuch.-

Two

mu-

ch

much.-

TWo

mu-

ch

much.-

Two

mu-

ch

.

Two plans for launchinglaunohing the attack lay open.openopen.-

One

op-
en

open.-

One

op-
en

.

One was to makemate sure of the possessionpos.lssionposlssion. of St.Stat ., EtienneEtienne-

before
Etie-

nne
Etiennerw-

rsw.r.
Etien-ne:.rwrsw.r.rwrswrrowers. .'

.. ;. .' e : : ;u..v-.x..vu..v.x..v; .. ..
.:- :.; :. . .
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before
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perhaps better plan would have been to order thethe-

withdrawal

the-

withdrawal

the-

withdrawalwithdrawal of all allied troops from the village andand-

let

can-

dle

and-

let

can-

dle

and-

let

can-

dle
- '-

let the barrage fall between it and our front linjOlinlinOlinlines!
(26)26( 2 6 ) BlancEl ancbanc MontMont , (26)26( ) As it was , in the great haste to get thethe-

assault

he-

adsail
the-

assault

he-

adsail
the-

p
th-

eP 17 ;

BloorBoor , assault off , neither plan was adopted but the halfhalf-half-

way

half-

way

half-
p

hal-
f

¬-
P 8

way scheme of sending a Marine detachment to occupyoccupy-

the

occu-
py

occupy-

the

occu-
py

occupy-

the

occu-
pythe town the night of October 7 , was hit upon.upon. SuchSuch-

a

Suc-

ha detachment could enter the towntown*+ report it clearclear-

of
cle-

arof the enemy , and still leave the ground just to thethe-

east

the-

reat

the-

east

the-

reat

the-

east

the-

reateast and southeast of St.St. Etienne occupied.occupied. ThisThis-

appears

Wh-

ispers
This-

appears

Wh-

ispers
This-

appears

Wh-

ispersappears to be what happened.happened . The detachment , headedheaded-

by

head-
edby a lieutenant , was organized from among the MarinesMarines-

in

Marin-
esin the area of Company A and1d sent forward during thethe-

early

eth-

ereally

the-

early

eth-

ereally

the-

early

eth-

ereallyearly part of the night.night. It reported itself inin-

position

im-

position

in-

position

im-

position(27)27( ) BloorBoor , position (27)27( ) but no further record of its action hashas-

been

Ha-

nsen

has-

been

Ha-

nsen

has-
pP 5

been set down.downdown-

.With

do-
wn

down-

.With

do-
wn

down-

.With

do-
wn

.

With the barrage properly placed the enemyenem-

ypositions

enem-

ypositions

enem-

ypositionspositions on BlodnitzBlodn1tzBlintz Hill , in the depressiondepression-

.lit
depression-

and

depressi-
on .litlit...ll. it.\it.it-

.and
K-

itano
t!. H.HH-

.and
H-

and
; \..

and tJtdfe-tJtdfetJtdfeadjoining* - adjoiningadjoinlnadjoin the southeast corner of8t.of8tof8t.-

Etienne

of8t-

Etienne

of_ _ St.StSt-

.Etienne

S-

tein
St-

.Etienne

S-

tein
.

Etienne , and in the cemetery probably would havehave-

been

ha-
ve

have-

been

ha-
ve

have-

been

ha-
vebeen carriedoarriedparried in the first few minutes by thethe-

assault

he-

adsail
the-

assault

he-

adsail
the-

assault

he-

adsailassault battalion.battalion. The bands of fire fromfrom-

Blodnitz

tro-
mbonist

from-

Blodnltz

rho-

mboid
from-

Blodnitz

tro-
mbonistBlodnitzBlodnltzBlintz Hill would not have wrought suchsuch-

devastation

such-

devastation

such-

devastationdevastation among8.mong8mong. the ranksrankeranked of the 141st14lst InfanInfan-InfantInfan-

try.

Infan-

try
Infan-

try.

Infan-

try
Infan-

try.

Infan-

try

¬-

try.try. The green troops of the support andand-

reserve
ad-

dresser

and-

reserve
ad-

dresser

and-

reserve
ad-

dresserreserve battalionsbatte.lionsbattelions. would not have had the opporoppor-copperoppo-

rtunity

oppo-

rtunity

oppo-

rtunity

¬-

tunityunity of so soon piling into the waves of thethe-

assault

he-

adsail

the-

assault

he-

adsailassault88ault& echelon.echeloneohelon.eohelonechelon.-

The

echel-
on

.
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. _ The'hehe'!'
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cemeteryoemetery , the ditchditohditto and the depressiondepression-

had

depressi-
on
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had
a-

head
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; had been oooupledoooupiedoccupied by the 1stlItlet Battalion , Ii9th"Ii9th119tiG119ti139th -GGGermanGerma-

nInfantry

Ger-
man

(>efmarrremarryrm

InfantryInfantrJ'InfantrJInfant' , the 12th CompanyOompany of the same8ame regiment , andaDdand-
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and-

17.

and-
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partpaxtpat of the 4th Reserve JagerJangler Battalion as well asas-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

henthe 3d Machine Gun Company.Company. In the cemetery thethe-

Germans

ste-

ersman

the-

Germans

ste-

ersman

the-

Germans

ste-

ersmanGermans had placed machine guns upon and between thethe-

graves

ter-

races
the-

graves

ter-

races
the-

graves

ter-

racesgraves to excellent advantage.advantage . These guns had aa-

firing
a-

ffirming

a-

firing
a-

ffirming

a-

firing
a-

ffirmingfiring range of between 500 and 1000 meters over anan-

effective
in-

effective

an-

effective
in-

effective

an-

effective
in-

effectiveeffective arc of about 180 degrees from southwest toto-

northeast.

to-

othiest
to-

northea.st.

m-

onotheist

to-

northeast.

to-

othiest(28)28( ) Otto , northeast.northeastnorthea.st.. . (28)28( ) The prisoners capturedcauturedcultured in the ditchditch-

and

ditch-

ed
ditch-

and

ditch-

ed
ditch-

and

ditch-

ed
pp 145,156145156,

and depression were what was left of the 3d Company ,

149thl49th Infantry (28)28( ) ,. with some men also of the 12th12th-

Company.

12th-

Company

12th-

Company.

12th-

Company

12th-

Company.

12th-

CompanyCompany.Company . When these placespla.ces. fell into the hands ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 142dl42d Infantry the balance of the 1st BattalionEattalionJEattalionJ-

l49th

,

149thl49th German Infantry J, retired so rapidlyra.pidly. across thethe-

Arnes

the-

atres

the-

Arnes

the-

atres

the-

Arnes

the-

atresArnesAres that it can best be described as a rout.routrout.-

Attempts

ro-
tate

rout.-

Attempts

ro-
tate

.

Attempts to stop these men in the same positionspositions-

with

positi-
onswith the 3d Machine Gun Company failed and they werewere-

only

whe-

reon

were-

only

whe-

reon

were-

only

whe-

reononly halted and reformed much farther up the hillhillt-

oward

hollo-

wware

hillt-

oward

hollo-

wware

hillt-

oward

hollo-

wware(29)29( ) Otto , toward the northeast.northeast. (29)29(29-

)It

29-

It
( )

p 160
It is difficult to say just how far-reachingfarreachingfarreaching-

would

abreact-
ing

-

would have been the effecteffeot of eaa. weAl-coordinatedweAlcoordinatedwell-coordina.tedwellcoordina.tedwell-coordinatedweAlcoordinated-

and

wellcoordina.ted-

and

wellcoordinated-

and

- .

and well-controlledwellcontrolled- attack by the 71st BrigadeBrigade-

at
Briga-

deat this stage but certainly the German troopstroops-

here

troposp-

here

troops-

here

troposp-

here

troops-

here

troposp-

herehere seem to have been in a panic.panic. The fleeingfleeingr-

emnants
fle-

eing
fleeingr-

emnants
fle-

eing
fleeingr-

emnants
fle-

eingremnants of the 149th Infantry imparted theirtheir-

panic

hier-

atic
their-

panic

hier-

atic
their-

panic

hier-

aticpanic to certainoertainpertain portions of the JagersJoggers northnorth-

of

Nor-
th(30)30( ) Otto , of St.St. Etienne.Etienne. (30)30(80)80( ) The effect of additionaladditional-

troops
additi-

onal
additional-

troops
additi-

onal
additional-

troops
additi-

onal
p 160180

troops pressing the attack might have been toto-

rout

to-

roth

to-

rout

to-

roth

to-

rout

to-

rothrout the entire German division.division. But the 142d142-

dInfantry

142-

dInfantry

142-

dInfantryInfantry had Itselfit.elfitelf. become too confused.confusedoonfused.oonfused. It hadhad-

"v

had-

v
ad-

v
had-

severely

wh-

atsoever
- ::::': - ::; . ; - . .

. . , :- ' : . : : . . -' : , .
'_: , :

" . : : : .

. . . 'V-'VV' _ ':"vv" -: ::: ,:". " "' "'' ' : :: ' ' ''' ' ' ' "' . . . . . . . . . . .:
."feiirfeiirfir? ' V] ilBnl&ilBnlkilnh'idhid& -severelyseverely'- *'severel-

yartillery
sev-

erely
8 WvetfSVetsve-rver- :ry''byrybyrubyy''WmacfcicnayWmacfcicna'mm h1n''r'gUin.h1nrgUin.h1nrgUin' "gtcsgtcsgets"gtcsgar$7gtcsgar7: . -gar$7gar$7gar7mt'tmttmatt-mt't7.'$ . : -7.7.-

. :. : : : . ;

artillery
.

through a whole morning and the 141stl41stl41st-

Infantry

141st-

InfantryInfantry under similarimilar punishment had not beenbeen-

able

bend-

able

been-

able

bend-

able

been-

able

bend-

ableable to oomeNome up.upup-

.18

up-

18

up-

.18

up-

18
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SEPARATION OF COMPANY AA-

In

A-

In

A-

InIn the pressure of excitement following thethe-

capture

th-

eatre
the-

capture

th-

eatre
the-

capture

th-

eatrecapture of BlodnitzBlintz Hill the 3d2d Platoon , Company A ,

centered only on its mission of keeping abreast ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompany B.BE.E. When that company joined in the firefire-

fight

fire-

fight

fire-

fightfight to reduce the German positions in the depresdepres-depressdepres-

sion

depres-

sion

depres-

sion

¬-

sionscion , ditch and cemetery the platoon had gone alongalong-

with
alo-

ng
along-

wi

alon-
g

along-

with
alo-

ngwithwi th the general assault.assaultassault.t.,.. The other platoonspla.toons. hadha.dhad-

remained

adr-

enaline

ha.d-

remained

ha-

dean
had-

remained

adr-

enaline

.

remained on BlodnitzBlintz Hill.Hill. The two automatic riflerifle-rifle-

men

rifle-

men

rifle-

men

¬-

men after their effective service against the strongstrong-

point

stand-

point

strong-

pOint

stro-
ng

strong-

point

stand-

pointpoint had been returned to their platoon.platoon. The totaltotal-

casualties

total-

casualties

total-

casualtiescasualties in the company could not be determined butbut-

several

bl-
usterer

but-

several

bl-
usterer

but-

several

bl-
ustererseveral were reported.reported. The companyoompany commanderoommander foundfound-

himself

foun-

dlings
found-

himself

foun-

dlings
found-

himself

foun-

dlingshimself still in controloontro1 of three platoons but withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe fourth one gone with the assault waves well toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe north.north. By this time the vigor of our own artilartil-artilyartil-

lery

artil-

lery

artil-

lery

¬-

leryleery and that of the enemy had abated.abated. All elementselements-

of

elemen-
tsof the left assault companies were working their waywa-

yacross

wa-

yfarers

wa-

yaoross

wa-

yfarers

wa-

yacross

wa-

yfarersacrossaoross the ArnesAres and beyond , northeast of St.St. Etianne.EtianneEtlanne.EtlanneEtienne.EtienneElaineEtianne.-

What

Etien-
ne

Etlanne.-

What

Elai-
ne

Etienne.-

What

Etien-
ne

.

What should have been the next move ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Oompany

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompanyOompany A18A'sAs' commanderoommander ?

In view of the factfaotfagot that two companiesoompanies ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 3d2d Battalion already had entered the assaultassault-

at

assau-

ltat this point it is1s hardly to be consideredconsidered-

necessary
consider-

ateness
considered-

neoessary
consider-

ateness
considered-

necessary
consider-

atenessnecessaryneoessary that CompanyOompany B also enter.enter. WhenWhen.then.' itit-

did

pi-

tied

it-

did

pi-

tied

it-

did

pi-

tieddid a decisiondeoision had to be made by the leader ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 2d Platoon , CompanyOompany A.A. He either had toto-

continue

t-
ooting

to-

oontinue

to-

oontinuecontinueoontinue forward withwi th CompanyOompany B or abandon ititJ-

UT

in-

tuit

1 t
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the enthusiasm of the moment carried his menme-

nout

me-

nu
me-

nout

me-

nu
me-

nout

me-

nuout of his control and after that the developdevelop-develop-

ments

develop-

ments

develop-

ments

¬-
mentsaments of the fight prevented them from beingbeing-

extricated.

being-

extricated.

being-

extricated.extricated.extricatedextricated-

.Practically
extri-

cated
extricated-

.Practically
extri-

cated
extricated-

.Practically
extri-

cated
.

Practically all of these events had occurredoccurred-

during

occu-
rred

occurred-

during

occu-
rred

occurred-

during

occu-
rredduring the morning.morning. The reorganization of the companycompany-

took

comp-
any

company-

took

comp-
any

company-

took

comp-
anytook place about noon.noon. Then the company commandercommande-

rplaced

comma-

nder
commande-

rplaced

comma-

nder
commande-

rplaced

comma-

nderplaced the leader of the 1st Platoon in charge of thethe-

platoons

tel-

ethons
the-

platoons

tel-

ethons
the-

platoons

tel-

ethonsplatoons on BlodnitzElodnitzBlintzLionize Hill with instructions to remainremain-

there

remain-

dered

remain-

there

remain-

dered

remain-

there

remain-

deredthere until further orders.ordersorders.-

Taking

forest-

alling
orders.-

Taking

forest-

alling
orders.-

Taking

forest-

alling

.

Taking his runners with him he set out on aa-

reconnaissance

r-

econnaissance

a-

reconnaissance

r-

econnaissance

a-

reconnaissance

r-

econnaissancereconnaissance across the flat ground east of thethet-

own

thr-

own

thet-

own

thr-

own

thet-

own

thr-

owntown to determine the situation at the ArnesAmesAres and toto-

try

to-

ry
to-

try

to-

ry
to-

try

to-

rytry to locate his 2d Platoon.Platoon. The situation was badbad-

but

ad-

ult

bad-

but

ad-

ult

bad-

but

ad-

ultbut he did not learn how bad until a short timetime-

before
ti-

mbre
time-

before
ti-

mbre
time-

before
ti-

mbrebefore he reached the Ames.AmesArnes.ArnesAres. Then it was easier toto-

go

to-

go

to-

gogo forward than back.back. Before he had traversed moremore-

than

north-

land

more-

than

north-

land

more-

than

north-

landthan half the distance strong bursts of fire fromfrom-

Oerman

front-

iersman

from-

German

front-

iersman

from-

German

front-

iersmanOermanGermanBerman heavy machine guns swept across the flat fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe northeast.northeast. Progress could only be made by shortshort-

rushes

schot-

tisches

short-

rushes

schot-

tisches

short-

rushes

schot-

tischesrushes from one depression to anothera.nother. , or frofrom RhellAhellhellRhell-

hole

Hell-

hole

Ahell-

hole

Hell-

hole

hell-

holehole to shell hole.hole. As the south bank of the ArnesAmesAresArnes-

was

Parme-

sans

Arnes-

was

Parme-

sans

Ames-

was

Mes-

aswas approached the enemy began to send over a concon-co-

ncentration

co-

noentration

co-

ncentration

co-

ncentration

¬-

centrationoentrationcontractionpenetration of both heavy and light shells.shells. One ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe latter burst near enough CompanyOompany A'sAsAlsAlls' commanderoommandercommande-

rto

oommande-

rto

command-

erto knock his feet from under him andan send him sprawlsprawl-sprawl-

ing

sprawl-

ing

sprawl-

ing

¬-
ingKing to the ground with his lungs full of high exploexplo-expoexplo-

sive

explo-

sive

explo-

sive

¬-

siveskive smoke.smoke. Seeing this the runners consideredoons1dere himhim-

dead

hi-
ded

him-

dead

hi-
ded

him-

dead

hi-
deddead and so80 reported to the next officer they met ,

. . , . . , .. . . ,. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .
asa8ae they continuedoontinued forward in the searchsearoh for betterbetter-

shelter.
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Crawling and rollingrollln into a deserted GermanGerma-

ngrenade

Perma-

nganate

Germa-

ngrenade

Perma-

nganate

Germa-

ngrenade

Perma-

nganategrenade pit the commanderconmander of Company A was unable toto-

do

to-

o
to-

do

to-

o
to-

do

to-

odo other than gasp for breath for a considerable timetime-

and

imp-

end

time-

and

imp-

end

time-

and

imp-

endand even longer in regaining strength enough to move.movemove-

.In

mo-

ve

move-

.In

mo-

ve

move-

.In

mo-

ve

.

In the pit he was joined by a few men of both thethe-

2d

the-

2d

the-

2d2d and 3d BattalionsBittalions and he learned for the firstfirstt-

ime
airti-

me
firstt-

ime
airti-

me
firstt-

ime
airti-

metime that at least three of the 3d Battalion companiescompanies-

had

compan-

ieshad joined in the attack against the cemetery.cemetery. HeH-

elearned

R-

elearned

H-

elearned

R-

elearned

H-

elearned

R-

elearnedlearned that the assaultingassaulassault, tlngtiling troops had progressed aa-

short

s-

hort
a-

short

s-

hort
a-

short

s-

hortshort distance up the north bank of the ArnesAres wherewhere-

they

whe-

reat

where-

they

whe-

reat

where-

they

whe-

reatthey were establishing their lines among the stacksstacks-

of

stac-
ksof lumber and other material of a German pioneer parkpark-

and

parkl-

and

park-

and

parkl-

and

park-

and

parkl-

andand in the semi-dugoutssemidugouts- of the German Fourth MainMain-

Line

Main-

Line

Main-

LineLine of Resistance.ResistanceResistance.-

Recovered
Resis-
tance
Resistance.-

Recovered
Resis-
tance
Resistance.-

Recovered
Resis-
tance

.

Recovered sufficiently to walk the leader ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompany A in a few minutes came across the commandercommander-

of

command-

erof his 3d2d Platoon.Platoon. The latter had been woundddwound4dwounded badlybadly-

in

badl-
yin hiehishide hip and shoulder by splinters of high exploexplo-expoexplo-

sive

explo-

sive

explo-

sive

¬-

siveskive and asked if he should go back to the aid station.stationstation.-

He

statio-
n

.

He was able to point out but a few of his men.menmen-

.The

men-

The

men-

.The

men-

The

men-

.The

men-

The

.

The effort to locate his 2d Platoon waswa-

scarried

as-

cribed
wa-

scarried

as-

cribed
wa-

scarried

as-

cribedcarried too far by the company commander.commander., InIn-

Justice

In-

justioe

In-

justice

In-

justiceJusticejustioe to him it1 t may be saidsaid.said.
,. howeverhoweve ,

' thatthat-

during

tatt-

ering
that-

during

tatt-

ering
h.ahah.-

aduring

H-

adrian
.

during his initial progress across thethathan flatflatt-

here
flatt-

ered
flatt-

here
flatt-

ered
flatt-

here
flatt-

eredthere was hardly any firing and it appearedappeared-

that

appea-
redthat the assault echeloneohelon was forging its way upup-

the

U-

te
up-

the

U-

te
up-

the

U-

tethe slope north of the Arnes.ArnesAresArne s . HisHieHide decisiondeoision waswas-

made

wa-

yside

was-

made

wa-

yside

was-

made

wa-

ysidemade partially with a viewv ew to ascertainingasoertainingascertaining-

whether
ascertai-

ning
asoertaining-

whether
ascertai-

ning
ascertaining-

whether
ascertai-

ningwhether he should bring his companyoompany forward toto-
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lation
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opened he could have turned back but when thethe-

artillery
h-

eartily
the-

artillery
h-

eartily
the-

artillery
h-

eartilyartillery began its barrage the power of thisthis-

decision

this-

decision

this-

decisiondecision was taken from him.him. The vigor of theth-

eartillery
h-

eartily
th-

eartillery
h-

eartily
th-

eartillery
h-

eartilyartillery fire is accounted for by the factfact-

that

fath-

ead
fact-

that

fath-

ead
fact-

that

fath-

eadthat it was participated in by the German armyarm-

yartillery
A-

marillo(31)31( ? 1)1) Defensive , artillery battle groups.groups. (31)31(31)-
p

31-
p

(31)T-

HE

31T-

HE

( )

p 29

THE COUNTERATTACKCOUNTERATTAC-

KHardly

Countera-
ttack

COUNTERATTAC-

KHardly

Countera-
ttackHardly had the 2d Platoon'sPlatoonsPlatoonlPlatoon' leader startedstartedt-

oward
star-

ted
startedt-

oward
star-

ted
startedt-

oward
star-

tedtoward the rear when the enemy artillery , which hadha-

dlet

Ha-

slet

ha-

dlet

Ha-

slet

ha-

dlet

Ha-

sletlet up somewhat , again began in greater intensity.intensityintensity.-

Then

intens-
ity

.

Then iti t lifted and the gray lines ofo f advancingadvancing-

German

advan-
cing

advancing-

German

advan-
cing

advancing-

German

advan-
cingGerman infantrylnfa.ntrylnfantry. appeared on the right flank.flank. TwoTw-

obattalions

Tw-

obattalions

Tw-

obattalionsbattalions of the 159th Infantry were attackingatta.cking. fromfrom-

Mecklenburg

from-

Mecklenburg

from-

MecklenburgMecklenburg Hill.Hill. They were assisted by the 5th JagerJanglerJage-

rBattalion

JagJag-

Battalion

Jage-

rBattalionBattalion eastea.st. of the St.St. Etienne-MachaultEtienneMachaultMahoutEtienne-MEtienneM- chaultchalet Road , thethe-

15th

the-

15th

the-

15th15th JagerJangler Battalion west of the St.St. Etienne-MachaultEtienneMachaultMahoutEtienneMachault-

Road

-

Road , and the 22d JagerJangler Battalion from northeast ofof-

the

of-

ten(32)32( ) Otto , the cemetery.cemetery. (32)32( ) This counterattackcounteratta.ck. was supportedsupporteqsupporte-

dP

supporteq-

by

supported-

by

support-

ed

supportab-

ly
P 162

by the 213th2l3th Infantry Division and elements of thethe-

74th

the-

74th74th Infantry RegimentRegimenRegilliRefill n'n ' (; joined in on theirtl1cir; own initia-initiail1itia-il1itialrAitia-lrAitiainitialLatviainitia(-

33)
initia-

33
il1itia-

tive

lrAitia-

(33)

lrAiti-

a33

-

(33)33( ) Otto , tivetie , from the east , capturing 6 prisoners.prisoners. (33)33(33)-
P

33-
P

(33)-

Coming

33C-

oming

( )

P 148
Coming in from the right where no advance ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 14ifct14fht14! t Infantry had been made , this counterattackcounterattack-

caught

counterat-
tack

counterattack-

oaught

counterat-
tack

counterattack-

naught

counterat-
tackcaughtoaughtnaughtaught the right flank ofo the 142d Infantry in thethe-

air
th-

eir

the-

ai

th-

ai

the-

air
th-

eirairai and rolled it up.up. The men on the exposed flankflank-

scurried
fla-

nks
flank-

80urried

flank-

scurried
fla-

nksscurried80urried to coverooverover to the rear.rear. This was afforded byby-

our

y-

our

by-

our

y-

our

by-

p

b-

p

our position on BlodnitzBlodn1tzBlintz Hill but many continuedoontinued ono-

nuntil

in-

utile

o-

nuntil

in-

utile

o-

nuntil

in-

utileuntil they had reachedreaohed thetbetube timber on Ludwig'sLudwigsLudwig' Hill.HillHill.-

To

Hillt-

op

Hill.-

To

Hillt-

op

Hill.-

To

Hillt-

op

.

To oovercoverover this retirement automaticautomatioautomation riflemen andand-
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a line from the cemetery to BlodnitzBlintz KillHill and firedfired-

steadily
for-

ested
fired-

steadily
for-

ested
fired-

steadily
for-

estedsteadily into the ranks of the counterattackingcounterattacking-

force.

counterattac-
kingforce.force. The enemy halted near the head of the AmesArnesAresAmes-

brook
A-

mes
Arnes-

brook

Cane-

brake

Arnes-

brook

Cane-

brakebrook and again occupied the part of their FourthFourth-

Main

Fou-
rth

Fourth-

N

Fourt-

h

Fourth-

Main

Fou-
rthMainN ln Line of Resistance that had been wrested fromfrom-

them

fro-

th
from-

them

fro-

th(34)34( ) Defensive , them during the early afternoon.afternoon. (34)34(34)-
P

34-
P

(34)-

This

34-
This

(34)-

This

34-
This

( )

P 29 ;

Otto , This waswa.s. about 5:305305 : 30 PulFiJIPMlPaulMl and darkness waswas-
pp

wa-
sp

was-

coming

abs-

conding

was-

coming

abs-

conding
pp 154,161154161,

coming on rapidly.rapidly. Everywhere men were picking, themthem-them-

selves

them-

selves

them-

selves

¬-

selves up and moving to the rear.rear. The commanderco anderLander ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompany A hadha.d. locatedloca.ted. two noncommissioned officersofficers-

of

office-
rsof his 2d Platoon as well as a few privates.privates. AssistedAssisted-

by

Assiste-

dby these men , by a Marine sergeant who had conecome forfor-for-

ward

for-

ward

for-

ward

¬-

ward with the attack , and by a few other noncommissionnoncommission-noncommissionednoncommission-

ed

¬-

ed officers of both the 2dad and 3d Battalions , he formedformed-

a

formed-

a.

forme-

daa.. defensive group to the east of the town on a lineline-

that

lin-
net

line-

that

lin-
net

line-

that

lin-
netthat curved south from the cemetery and then southeastsoutheast-

to

southea-
stto BlodnitzBlintz Hill.Hill. He was joined by a lieutenant fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe 3d Battalion who explained that all of that batbat-bat-

talion

bat-

talion

bat-

talion

¬-

taliontalon had come forward with the final assault on thethe-

cemetery

tel-

emeter
the-

oemetery

tel-

emeter
the-

cemetery

tel-

emetercemeteryoemetery undand lifcelikelice the left of the 1st BattalionEat taliontalon hadhad-

become

h-
ade

had-

become

h-
ade

had-

become

h-
adebecome hopelessly intermingled with the troops of thethe-

2d

the-

ad

thre-

ad

the-

2d2dad Battalion.BattalionBattalion.C-

ONSOLIDATION

Battalion.O-

ONSOLIDATION

Battalion.C-

ONSOLIDATION

.

CONSOLIDATIONOONSOLIDATION , NIGHT OF OCTOBER 88-

Having

8-

Having

8-

HavingHaving set up his command post in the ditchditohdittoditch-

the

dit-
ch

ditoh-

the

dict-
ate

ditch-

the

dit-
chthe commander of CompanyOompany A then set about locatinglocating-

his

locating-

hie
locati-

ng
.
. hishiehide other platoons on BlodnitzBlintz Hill.Hill. In the darknessdarknes-

slittle
dark-

ness
darknes-

slittle
dark-

ness
darknes-

slittle
dark-

nesslittle was accomplishedaooomplished.aooomplishedaccomplished. ,. Only a few of his men couldoouldGouldcould-

be

oould-

be

cou-

ld

bould-

erbe found and these had becomebeoome separated from theirtheir-

platoons

theor-

izations

their-

Platoon.

theor-

ization

their-

platoons

theor-

izationsPlatoon.Platoonplatoons/platoonsplatoonsFromplatoonsplatoons/platoons./;/! From them something of the casualtiesoa8ualties'oa8ualtiesoa8ualties'-
I

oa8ualties-
I
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staggering.staggering. Later it was learned tnatthatnat the battalionbattalionc-

ommander

batta-
lion

battalionc-

ommander

batta-
lion

battalionc-

ommander

batta-
lioncommander had been severely wounded a short timetim-

eafter

lime-

water

tim-

eafter

lime-

water

tim-

eafter

lime-

waterafter the opening of the attack in the morning , thatthat-

all
tha-

t'll
that-

all
tha-

t'll
that-

all
tha-

t'llall the officers of Company B had been either killedkilled-

or

kille-
dor wounded , that the senior captaincapta.in. of the battalionba.ttalion. ,

now in command , had taken the leader of the 4th4th-

Platoon

4th-

Pla.toon

4th-

Platoon

4th-

PlatoonPlatoonPla.toon. of Company A and placed him in command ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

-

the remnants of Company B , and that the leader ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe first platoon had been ordered to assist in thethe-

organization

te-

rrorization

the-

organization

te-

rrorization

the-

organization

te-

rrorizationorganization of the positions on BlodnitzElodnitzBlintzLionize Hill.Hill. FromFro-

mthis

Fro-

ths
Fro-

mthis

Fro-

ths
Fro-

mthis

Fro-

thsthis it can be seen that the personnel of Company AA-

was

A-

wash

A-

was

A-

wash

A-

was

A-

washwas scattered from one flank of the regimental sectorseotorsector-

almost

hecto-
grams

seotor-

almost

sono-
grams

sector-

almost

hecto-
gramsalmost to the other.otherother.-

The

oth-
er

other.-

The

oth-
er

other.-

The

oth-
er

.

The regimental front had been elongated byby-

bending

b-
ylining

by-

bending

b-
ylining

by-

bending

b-
yliningbending to the north from BlodnitzBlodnltzBlintz Hill and thenthen-

around

athe-

naeum

then-

around

athe-

naeum

then-

around

athe-

naeumaround to the northwest from the cemetery.cemetery. In thethe-

locality

eth-

ereality

the-

locality

eth-

ereality

the-

locality

eth-

erealitylocality where he had established his command postpoetpost-

the

pot-

her

poet-

the

pot-

her

post-

the

pot-

herthe leader of Company A had gathered about 25 of hishis-

own

dis-

own

his-

own

dis-

own

his-

own

dis-

ownown soldiers and had a scattering of about 40 othersothers-

from

oth-
ers

others-

from

oth-
ers

others-

from

oth-
ersfrom all companiesoompanies of the regiment.regiment. Stock was takentaken-

of

takeo-

ffof the automaticautomatioautomation rifles and these were placedlaoedlabored alongalong-

the

elong-

ate

along-

the

elong-

ate

along-

the

elong-

atethe front line of the new position.position. A support waswa-

sorganized

wa-

rranted
wa-

sorganized

wa-

rranted
wa-

sorganized

wa-

rrantedorganized under one of the sergeants and put inin-

position

im-

position

in-

position

im-

position

in-

position

im-

positionposition near the commandoommand post.post. Patrols were sentsent-

out

set-
out

sent-

out

set-
out

sent-

out

set-
outout to the right andand'left.toandlefttocandleleft'LeffLeffLeaf'LefftoLefftoLeft' to-to.- locate the unitsunite ox-oxoro-

xprovisional

e-

xpositional

or-

provisional

o-

ppositional

or-

provisional

o-

ppositional

-

provisional units on the flanks andand.. other patrolspatrols.patrols-

were

patrols.-

were

patro-

ller
patr-

ols
.

were sentI.ant.IanteutGiantDeute . . to the front through the entire night toto-

maintain

to-

rmenting

to-

maintain

to-

rmenting

to-

maintain

to-

rmentingmaintain contactooniactoontaotPontiaconto with the enemy.enemyenemy.-
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The patrol to the right reported aa.,. provisionalprovisiona-

lbattalion
provis-

ional
provisiona-

lbattalion
provis-

ional
provisiona-

lbattalion
provis-

ionalbattalion on BlodnitzBlodnltzBlintz HillHill.,. The patrol to the leftleft-

brought

left-

brought

left-

broughtbrought back news that a detachment of Marines andand-

Engineers

ad-

enine
and-

Engineers

ad-

enine
and-

Engineers

ad-

enineEngineers had moved through St.St. Etienne and was assistassist-assist-

ing

assist-

ing

assist-

ing

¬-
ingKing in the establishment of a line north of the town.towntown-

.This

town-

ships

town-

.This

town-

ships

town-

.This

town-

ships

.

This settled a grave point in doubt.doubt. It cheeredcheered-

everybody
che-

ered
cheered-

everybody
che-

ered
cheered-

everybody
che-

eredeverybody to know definitely that the town was in ourour-

possession

so-

urpusses
our-

possession

so-

urpusses
our-

possession

so-

urpussespossession and that the left flankflaflab k was protectedprotectedprotectedT-
he

protect-
ed

, .xx.
"

. '
. , '- The"The

"

night was cold and there was no food andand-

no

an-

do

and-

no

an-

do

and-

no

an-

dono water.water. Reserve rations had been eaten before thethe-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-

attack

hea-

rtacheattack started.started. All the food that could be found uponupon-

the
Po-

nte

upon-

the
Po-

nte

upon-

the
Po-

ntethe dead , both German and American , was salvaged butbut-

this

ba-

ths
but-

this

ba-

ths
but-

this

ba-

thsthis was scanty.scanty. The water was gone from the canteenscanteens-

and

cantee-
nsand that in the wells of St.St. Etienne had been forfor-for-

bidden

for-

bidden

for-

bidden

¬-

bidden because of feared contamination.contamination . Seeking foodfood-

and

doo-

dad

food-

and

doo-

dad

food-

and

doo-

dadand water many tooktoo advantage of the situation to movemov-

estill

ove-

rspill

mov-

estill

ove-

rspill

mov-

estill

ove-

rspillstill farther to the rear under shelter of the woods.woodswoods.-

To

Woodst-

ock

.

To relieve this condition a carrying partyparty-

was

partw-

aywas organized in the provisionalprovls1ona,1provls1ona1, groupgraup which mustmust-

now

m-
ust

must-

now

m-
ust

must-

now

m-
ustnow be referred to as Company A , and sent back toto-

Blanc

to-

bacco

to-

Blanc

to-

bacco

to-

Blanc

to-

baccoBlanc Mont to secure rations and water.water. At firstfirst-

this
firt-

hs
first-

this
firt-

hs
first-

this
firt-

hsthis plan did not 'succeed'suooeedsuooeedsoloed because the carryingoarryingparrying partyparty-

lost

portl-

iest

party-

lost

portl-

iest

party-

lost

portl-

iestlost its way , but just before the dawn after thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian
, " _ . . .. .

.oo

.

company
. _! . . .

commander.ommanderommandercommander
.

had himself gone baokbackbook as far asas-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

henthe command post of the 3d2d BattalionBattallun , enough cannedoannedloanedcanned-

meat

cann-

ed
oanned-

'meat

oanned-

meat

ane-
mia

canned-

meat

cann-

edmeat'meat
' , cannedoannedloaned tomatoes , and bread were brought forwardforwaxdforward-

to

forwaxd-

to

forwa-
rdto allay the hunger and thirst of the companycompany.,. ffoNoffffo-

water

fl-

oater

N-

owater

Bo-

water

N-

owater

Bo-

waterwater waewaswade to be hadbad but the tomatoes served as anan-

a. .. . .. ... . . . . . . ,. . . .aadmirable( rableeub8titute.rableeub8titute'! substitute.substitute1.1 ./, - ". . .
J y.y .rr . .; _ .: ::: :: ::: .
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During the night a warning order was issuedissued-

that
issu-

ed
issued-

that
issu-

ed
issued-

that
issu-

edthat the regiment would attack again at dawn.dawn. LaterLater-

this
Lat-

ter
Later-

this
Lat-

ter
Later-

this
Lat-

terthis was countermanded.countermanded . The brigade commander diddid-

not

did-

n't
did-

not

did-

n't
did-

not

did-

n'tnot consider that his regiments had sufficientsufficient-

organization
suff-

icient(35)3535)( ) MonoMon0 No 9 J,J-

P
organization to attempt an attack.attack. (35)35( ) Other thanthan-

p
tha-

n
than-

this

that-

ches
p 27

this and the activity of the patrols the night waswas-

without

was-

without

was-

withoutwithout incident unless the observation of severalsevera-

lfires

severa-

lties
severa-

lfires

severa-

lties
severa-

lfires

severa-

ltiesfires to the north could be counted.counted. It was believedbelieved-

that
believ-

eth
believed-

that
believ-

eth
believed-

that
believ-

eththat these fires indicated the destruction of theirtheiro-

wn

there-

on
theiro-

wn

there-

on
theiro-

wn

there-

onown material by the Germans and that they werewer-

egetting

ere-

cting
wer-

egetting

ere-

cting
wer-

egetting

ere-

ctinggetting ready to withdraw.withdraw. In the early hours ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe morning some additional men of Company A joinedjoined-

their
join-

ed
joined-

their
join-

ed
joined-

their
join-

edtheir commander , bringing the total of his own menmen-

to

men-

tor

men-

to

men-

tor

men-

to

men-

torto about 40 and the total of his provisional commandcomman-

dto

comman-

doto about 30.3080.80.

EVENTS OF OOTQBSROCTOBEROC TOBRTHOR 99-

The

9-

The

9-

TheThe new day was ushered in by a heavy bom-

bardment

bombom-boombom-

bardment

bom-

bardment

¬-

bardmentardent frpmfromrpm the enemy'senemysenemy' artillery and some replyreplyf-

rom

rep-
ly

replyf-

rom

rep-
ly

replyf-

rom

rep-
lyfrom our own.own. As the men stooastoostoodstoat to their alert posiposi-positposi-

tions

posi-

tions

posi-

tions

¬-

tionsions the incessantinoesBandiocesan explosion of shells made itit-

practically

im-

practically

it-

practioally

im-

practically

it-

Practically

im-

practicallypracticallypractioally impossible for them to raise their headsheads-

above

he-
ads

heads-

above

he-
ads

heads-

above

he-
adsabove the edges of the holes they had dug in thethe-

ground.

th-

ereon
the-

ground.

th-

ereon
the-

ground.

th-

ereonground.ground. Three were wounded in spite of the fact thatthat-

they

heat-

hery

that-

"they

that-

they
heat-

hery
that-

they

heat-

hery"theythey
"

they had burrowedburrowed.burrowed'-lnto.-.theburrowed'burrowedlnto..theburrowed.intothelentothe'. -into---theintothe- into .- - .- the chalkyohaJ.kyohaJkyhanky. soil.soil8011.8011. The bombardbombard-bombard-

ment

bombard-

ment

bombard-

ment

¬-

mentmeant lasted with intermittent intensity all day.dayday-

.About

lay-

about

day-

.About

lay-

about

day-

.About

lay-

about

.

About 11:001100: AM a provisional battalion'formedbattalionformedbattalionbattalion'formed-
mostly

battalionformed-
mostly

battali-on
battalion , formed-formed'- formed-

mostly
for-

med

*

formed-

mostly
for-

medmostly of men from the 3d Battalion but also'also'

ofof-

stragglers

o-

bstacles
of-

stragglers

o-

bstacles
of-

stragglers

o-

bstacles. . ... . .. ,. .. .,. ... ,. . . . . _ stragglers pickedpiokedpinkedpoked up in the woods to the rear , waswasi-
.

wa-
s

was-

lav

wal-

laby

i.i -
. .

* ,' * ... . .
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" . : .
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- - ,
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.' ...- -- ....- . .. .

latmohedT'itrlatmohedTitrlactometerl&iiliilaviiSlav& ih.hohsohsiohms. :i-i-' i '

mttafckmattock.'t.ttt'
.: t: :' g ;lDrDriT1811t :.!t$rfaefflyfatefully_

, pasLpaLsp
. -.altt9altt9.

. . .

;:
,ttonst.-onet.onetons
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_ hearhear-

the

hea-

rth

hear-

the

hea-

rth
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two regiments caused this attack although the groundsgrounds-

for

groun-

dsfor it later proved to be erroneous.erroneous. It deboucheddebouched-

from

debouc-
hed

debouched-

from

debouc-
hed

debouched-

from

debouc-
hedfrom the woods south of St.St. Etienne , passed throughthrough-

the

thoug-

htthe forward line of the regiment , and continued about

150 yards farther when it was stopped by enemyenem-

yartillery

enem-

yartillery

enem-

yartilleryartillery and machine gun fire.fire. Here this battalionbattalion-

dug

battali-
ondug in and remained until sometime in the night whenwhe-

nit

hen-

bit

whe-

nit

hen-

bit

whe-

nit

hen-

bitit was relieved by portions of the troops on BlodnitzBlintzBlodnitz-

Hill.

Blodnitz-

Hill.

Blodnitz-

Hill.Hill.Hill. Then it was withdrawn and moved to the northnorth-

of

Nor-
thof St.St. Etienne where it took over the positions . , '

(36)36( ) BloorBoor , occupied by the Marines and 2d Engineers.EngineersEng1neerSEng1neerS-

The

. ,. 36)3636)-
P

36-
P

6)66)-

p
6-

p
)

P 7
The night of October 9 was passedassedgassed by CompanyCompany-

A

Compan-

yA in a manner similar to the night of October 8.8. ItIt-

had

Pit-

head

It-

had

Pit-

head

It-

had

Pit-

headhad not participated in the attack of the provisionalprovisional-

3d3d Battalion in the morning and remained in position.positionposition.-

Occasional

pos-
ition

position.-

Occasional

pos-
ition

position.-

Occasional

pos-
ition

.

Occasional bursts of small arms fire from the enemyenemy-

made

ene-
my

enemy-

made

ene-
my

enemy-

made

ene-
mymade their presence known along the Arnes.ArnesAresArnes.-

EVENTS

Antec-

edents

Arnes.-

EVENTS

Antec-

edents

Arnes.-

EVENTS

Antec-

edents

.

EVENTS OF OCTOBER 1010-

Dawn

10-

Dawn

10-

DawnDawn of October 1C10 was like that of the dayday-

before.

da-

ybed
day-

before.

da-

ybed
day-

before.

da-

ybedbefore.before. The artillery bombardment of our front lineslines-

was

lin-
es

lines-

was

lin-
es

lines-

was

lin-
eswas of great intensity but did not last as long asas-

that

as-

thma

as-

that

as-

thma

as-

that

as-

thmathat of the previous day.day. It had practically dieddied-

away

di-
ed

died-

away

di-
ed

died-

away

di-
edaway before noon.noonnoon-

.About

knoc-

kabout

noon-

.About

knoc-

kabout

noon-

.About

knoc-

kabout

.

About 10:001000: AM CompanyComp y A was ordereddereddeedo bybythebytebyther-

egiment
_ thethe-

regiment

th-

erein
the-

regiment

th-

ereinregiment to move from its position into one that hadhad-

been

had-

ean
had-

be6n

had-

been

had-

eanbeenbe6n occupiedoooupied by the Engineers and Marinesuar1nesamines in thethe-

cemetery

tel-

emeter

the-

o

the-

cemetery

tel-

emetercemeterymeterymetero and to extend the line to the east from thatthat-

point

ha-
tpin

that-

point.

ha-
tpin

that-

point.

ha-
tpinpointpoint.*. BecauseBeoause of enfilade fire down the ditchditch-

7

ditchTr-
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a route through the east edzeedgeadzeed e of St.St. Etienne.Etienne. InIn-

email

Bi-

nomial

In-

small

In-

stall

In-

small

In-

stallemailsmall groups of about a squadsqua.d. each the company waswas-

moved

abs-

olved

was-

moved

abs-

olved

was-

moved

abs-

olvedmoved successively to the cover of an old shed inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe town , then to an abandoned dugout , and thenthe-
ninfiltrated

the-
ninfiltrated

the-
ninfiltratedinfiltrated one man at a timetine into the cemetery.cemeterycemetery.-

The

cemete-
ry

.

The infiltration was made necessary through the factfact-

that

fath-

ead
fact-

that

fath-

ead
fact-

that

fath-

eadthat the gap between the town and the cemetery waswas-

under

asu-

nder

was-

under

asu-

nder

was-

under

asu-

nderunder constant small arms fire from the German trenchtrench-

to

trenc-

hto the northwest.northwest. A few minutes after the cover ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe shed had been vacated one of the largest of thethe-

enemy's

the-

enemys

ath-

enaeums

the-

enemy's

the-

enemys

ath-

enaeums

the-

enemy's

the-

enemys

ath-

enaeumsenemy'senemysenemy' shells completely demolished the place.place. ButBut-

the

Bu-

tte
But-

the

Bu-

tte
But-

the

Bu-

ttethe move to the cemetery was made without casualties.casualtiescasualties.-

When

casualt-
ies

.

When the positions in the cemetery had beenbeen-

manned

ben-

zene
been-

manned

ben-

zene
been-

manned

ben-

zenemanned a few men were pushed out to the eastea t but theythey-

immediately

they-

immediately

they-

immediatelyimmediately drew such aa.. volume of small arms fire thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe further development of this part of the positionposition-

was

positi-
onwas left until nightfall.nightfall. v'vX"1X1"

'
this new position ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe company a few light Maxims abandoned by thethe-

Germans

ste-

ersman

the-

Germane

ste-

ersman

the-

Germans

ste-

ersmanGermansGermane were seteetet up to command the approachesaporoaches on thethe-

northeast

he-

notheistic

the-

northea.st

he-

notheistic

the-

northeast

he-

notheisticnortheastnorthea.st. and combine withwi th the automatic riflesrifles inin-

strenghtehing

in-

strenghtening

in-

etrenghteiningstrenghtehingstrenghteningetrenghteiningstrengthening the line of defensedefensdeafensdefense-

During

defe-
nse

defense'defensedefense'D-

uring
defenseD-

uring
defe-

nse //'

During the day an attack againstaga.inetagainet. the GermanGerma-

ntrenches

Germ-

antown
Germa-

ntrenches

Germ-

antown
Germa-

ntrenches

Germ-

antowntrenches held by the 6th and 32d22d JagerJangler BattalionsBattalions-

north
Battali-

ons
Battalions-

north
Battali-

ons
Battalions-

north
Battali-

onsnorth of St.St. Etienne had been attempted by a part ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 3d Battalion.Battalion. But this attack was halted byby-

heavy

bi-

yearly

by-

heavy

bi-

yearly

by-

heavy

bi-

yearlyheavy small arms fire before it could feetsetget started.started.---
(37)37( ) BloorBoor , (37)37( ) The idea of an'an' attack was retained however.howeverhowtver.howtverhowever.-

P
howeve-

r
howtver.-

During

however-

.During

how-
ever

.

Pp88
During the night all troops in the fflontfdontfrontflintfont line werewere-

warned

wire-

haired

were-

warned

wire-

haired

were-

warned

wire-

hairedwarned to be ready to advanceadvanoe at dawn.dawn. Later thisthis-

wae

tisa-

ne
this-

t

theis-

t

this-

was

th-
ist
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Active patrollingpatrollinoatrollinv.oatrollinv. again continued through thethe-

night

he-

ight
the-

night

he-

ight
the-

night

he-

ightnight and about 3303:30;: AM a patrol from Company AA-

brought

B-

rought

A-

brought

B-

rought

A-

brought

B-

roughtbrought in a wounded member of their own company whowho-

had

wh-

oa
who-

had

wh-

oa
who-

had

wh-

oahad been cut off in the counterattack October 8 andand-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

heldhad lain concealed from the enemy in one of theirtheiro-

wn

there-

on
theiro-

wn

there-

on
theiro-

wn

there-

onown dugouts since that time.time. Although badly woundedwounded-

in

wound-

edin the hip he had concealed himself and remained inin-

hiding

ig-

niting

in-

biding

un-

binding

in-

hiding

ig-

nitinghidingbiding until after midnightmidnimini ht of October 10.10. At thatthat-

time

Ha-

ttie
that-

time

Ha-

ttie
that-

time

Ha-

ttietime the Germans evacuatedevacua.ted. the dugout.dugout. Tfhen.VhenVhenThenHen:;. he hadhad-

crawled

han-

dcrafted

had-

crawled

han-

dcrafted

had-

crawled

han-

dcraftedcrawled a short distancedista.noedistanoe. toward our lines his criescries-

for
cri-

es
cries-

for
cri-

es
cries-

for
cri-

esfor help had brought the patrol to him.him. He waswas-

exhausted

wa-

rehoused

was-

exhausted

wa-

rehoused

was-

exhausted

wa-

rehousedexhausted from his wound but gave us the valuablevaluable-

information
val-

uable
valuable-

information
val-

uable
valuable-

information
val-

uableinformation that the enemy were deserting theirtheir-

Fourth

ther-

efore
their-

Fourth

ther-

efore
their-

Fourth

ther-

eforeFourth KainMainKarin,in Line of Resistance to take up another aa-

few

f-

ew

a-

few

f-

ew

a-

few

f-

ewfew kilometers to the north.north. He had understood enoughenough-

of

enou-
ghof their German to glean this in thethp.thphp. dUgOu-

t.ddltional

dugout.dugoutduo-out.duoout.outduoou-

t.dditional

- .

. Additionalddltionaldditional indication that the enemy waswas-

withdrawing

was-

wi

w-
as

was-

withdrawingwithdrawingthdrawingthrowingwi was given by the numerous mustardmusta.rd. gasgas-

shells
ta-

ssels
gas-

shells
ta-

ssels
gas-

shells
ta-

sselsshells directed against St.St. Etienne.Etienne. The streets andand-

walls

sa-

ndals

and-

walls

sa-

ndals

and-

walls

sa-

ndalswalls of the buildings were drencheddrenchcd with the liquid.liquidliquid.-

Clothing

liquid.-

Clothing

liquid.-

Clothing

.

Clothing of the messengersmesseugers passing from the cemeterycemetery-

through

ceme-
tery

cemetery-

through

ceme-
tery

cemetery-

through

ceme-
terythrough the town and back again became saturated andand-

two

Sa-

nto

and-

two

Sa-

nto

and-

two

Sa-

ntotwo casualties of men in positions on the west ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe cemeteryoemetery were evacuated to the aid station./station.stationstation.Butstationstation.station. /' ButBut-

most

Ut-

most

But-

most

Ut-

most

But-

most

Ut-

mostmost of the graves in the cemetery were of GermanGerma-

neoldiera

Ger-
mane

Germa-

nsoldiers

Ger-
mans

Germa-

nsoldiers

Ger-
manseoldierasoldierssoldier and officers and Company A in this positionposition-

was

positi-
onwas bothered less by enemy artillery than at anyany-

other

an-

other

any-

other

an-

other

any-

other

an-

otherother time.time.
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REORGANIZATION OCTOBER 1111-

Just

11-

Just

11-

JustJust before daybreak an intelligence patrolpatrolf-

rom
pat-

rol
patrolf-

rom
pat-

rol
patrolf-

rom
pat-

rolfrom the 144thl44th Infantry , came through the fog to thethe-

command

he-

bdomad

the-

command

he-

bdomad

the-

command

he-

bdomadcommand post of Company A with the information thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe 73d72d Brigade would pass through our lines andand-

continue

an-

dantino

and-

continue

an-

dantino

and-

continue

an-

dantinocontinue the advance.advance. This actually took place about

10:001000:; AM , October H-X"HX"XHX"C-

ompany

HXCo-

mpany
11/11/11-

Company

11.11-. /"'
Company A remained in position until latelate-

in

lati-

nin the afternoon.afternoon . ThenTh en an assembly was held nearnear-

the

unear-

thed

near-

the

unear-

thed

near-

the

unear-

thedthe crest of BlodnitzBlintz Hill.Hill. There the remnants ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe company were all gathered together.together. A count ofof-

noses

mo-

ngooses

of-

noses

mo-

ngooses

of-

noses

mo-

ngoosesnoses showed three officers and 73 enlisted menme-

nsurviving

en-

shrining

me-

nsurviving

en-

shrining

me-

nsurviving

en-

shriningsurviving of the six officers and 141 enlisted menmen-

who

men-

thol

men-

who

men-

thol

men-

who

men-

tholwho came into the sector.sectorsector.-

The

sect-
or

sector.-

The

sect-
or

sector.-

The

sect-
or

.

The first hot food since the previous SundaySunday-

morning

Unde-

manding

Sunday-

morning

Unde-

manding

Sunday-

morning

Unde-

mandingmorning was served the company Friday night October

11 , bringing to a proper conclusion the first andand-

most

end-

most

and-

most

end-

most

and-

most

end-

mostmost important phase of Company A1sA'sAs' participation inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe operation of the 33th36th33 th Division in the Champagne.ChampagneChampagne.-

LESSONS

Champ-

agne

Champagne.-

LESSONS

Champ-

agne

Champagne.-

LESSONS

Champ-

agne

.

LESSONSLESSONS-

The

Lesso-
nsThe importance of sending competentoompetent guides ,

thoroughly acquainted with their routes of approachapproaoh ,

to guide relieving units into position , cannot bebe-

exaggerated.

be-

exaggerated.
.

.

exaggerated.exaggerated. In this operation it vitally affectedaffected.affecte-
dy

affected-

the

affecte-
d.J

affected.-

the

affecte-
dly

affect-
ed

yJ

the manner of launchinglaunchlnlaunch the attackattaok and consequentlyconsequently-

the

consequen-

tlythe results obtained./obtained.obtainedobtaine-
d.L

obtained.-

The

obtain-
ed

obtained./obtained.obtained./../L The steadying influenceinfluenoe of seasoned troopstroops-

alongside

troops-

alongside ,
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of the latter in the engagement even when things gog-

oterribly

gl-

oweringly

g-

oterribly

gl-

oweringly

g-

oterribly

gl-

oweringlyterribly wrong.wrongwrong-

.Complete

wrong-

.Complete

wrong-

.Complete

.

Complete and thorough reconnaissance mustmust-

be

must-

er

must-

be

must-

er

must-

be

must-

erbe made and asa.s. quickly as possiblepossible.,. inhereWhere no mapsmaps-

mra

mias-

ma

map-

sare

mass-

acre

map-

sare

mass-

acremraareMora availableava.ilable. the reconnaissance must be all the moremore-

thorough.

Mar-

lborough

more-

thorough.

Mar-

lborough

more-

thorough.

Mar-

lboroughthorough.thorough. Delay in the hope that maps and clarifyingclarifying-

orders

clarify-
ing

clarifying-

orders

clarify-
ing

clarifying-

orders

clarify-
ingorders will be received before the reconnaissancereconnaissanc-

estarts

reconnaissance-

sta.rts
reconnaiss-

ancestartssta.rts. is a false premise not to be excused.excused. ThisThis-

oldest
Th-

istles
This-

oldest
Th-

istles
This-

oldest
Th-

istlesoldest militarym11itaxy lesson seems hardest to be learnedlearnelearne-

Elements
learnedr--learnedrlearnerlearnedrE-

lements
lear-

ned
. --

Elements in support can advance properlypro erlyearly withwith-

nothing

with-

holding

with-

nothing

with-

holding

with-

nothing

with-

holdingnothing more than a direction givenliven and mayma.y. eveneven-

enter

reve-

nant
even-

enter

reve-

nant
even-

enter

reve-

nantenter a fight with some success as long as everythingeverything-

goes

everyth-
inggoes well.well. But information of the plan of what isis-

expected

di-

srespected

is-

expected

di-

srespected

is-

expected

di-

srespectedexpected from the other units , the details that areare-

set

re-

set

are-

set

re-

set

are-

set

re-

setset forth in every well written order , is of inestiinesti-finestinesti-

mable

inesti-

mable

inesti-

mable

¬-

mablemarble value in determining the right course to pursuepursue-

when

purs-
ue

pursue-

when

purs-
ue

pursue-

when

purs-
uewhen things start to go badly.badly. This lack of knowknow-know-

ledge

know-

ledge

know-

ledge

¬-

ledge of orders was one of the primary causes ofof-

entanglement

of-

entanglement

of-

entanglemententanglement and CBonfusiononfusionWnfusionConfusionInfusion of personnel in the attackattack-

October

att-
ack

attack-

October

att-
ack

attack-

October

att-
ackOctober 8.8.

Verbal orders at best are never as good asas-

written

s-

weeten

as-

written

s-

weeten

as-

written

s-

weetenwritten ones.ones. And verbal orders four times transtrans-trans-

mitted

trans-

mitted

trans-

mitted

¬-

mittedemitted before reachingreaohing the leaders directly controlcontrol-control-

ling
control-

ling
control-

ling

¬-

ling the troops are hardly to be relied upon.upon. ButBut-

when

Bur-

then

But-

when

Bur-

then

But-

when

Bur-

thenwhen necessity demands verbal order8orderslorders, that samesam-

enecessity

sa-
meness

sam-

enecessity

sa-
meness

sam-

enecessity

sa-
menessnecessity usually demands speed in transmission.transmissiontransmission.-

Therefore

transmi-
ssion

transmission.-

Therefore

transmi-
ssion

transmission.-

Therefore

transmi-
ssion

.

Therefore , verbal orders should be forwarded immeimme-Mmeimm-

ediately

imm-

ediately

imm-

ediately

¬-

diatelyirately to all concernedoonoerned in1n their execution , no mattermatter-

how

matt-
er

matter-

how

matt-
er

matter-

how

matt-
erhow fragmentary the orders may be.be. To wait for thethe-

order

he-

rder
the-

order

he-

rder. .. . . . . . . . _ . . . . orderrder
.

to be in complete form Is1s hardly to bebe-
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considered where the time element is aas$ importantimportant-

as

importa-

ntas it was on October 7.77-

.Inexperienced

7-

Inexperienced

7-

.Inexperienced

7-

Inexperienced

7-

.Inexperienced

7-

Inexperienced

.

Inexperienced troops under shell fire growgrow-

restive.

gro-

wers
grow-

restive.

gro-

wers
grow-

restive.

gro-

wersrestive.restive. The urge to move and go somewhere willwillo-

vercome

wil-

lowier
willo-

vercome

wil-

lowier
willo-

vercome

wil-

lowierovercome them.them. To keep them in hand , to maintainmaintain-

direction
main-

tained
maintain-

direction
main-

tained
maintain-

direction
main-

tained
,

direction , and to preserve in mind the mission area.reare-

severe

arr-

estee
a.re-

sel'ere

are-

selere

re-

seller

are-

severe

arr-

estee
.

severesel'ereselereseller' tasks for leaderslead rs in all gradesgra.degradegradesgrades-
In

grade-
s

. =--*"""' "

In the open with even a slight breeze blowingblowing-

away

blow-
ing

blowing-

away

blow-
ing

blowing-

away

blow-
ingaway from you , gas is not particularly to be dreaded.dreadeddreaded.-

Unless

drea-
ded

dreaded.-

Unless

drea-
ded

dreaded.-

Unless

drea-
ded

.

Unless time is taken to coordinate the movemove-move-

ment

move-

ment

move-

ment

¬--

mentmeant of tanks with foot troops , especially withwith-

inexperienced

with-

inexperienced

with-

inexperiencedinexperienced foot troops and a language handicap toto-

be

t-
oe

to-

be

t-
oe

to-

be

t-
oebe overcome , the efforts of the tanks are more thanthan-

likely
cha-

inlike

than-

likely
cha-

inlike

than-

likely
cha-

inlikelikely to be fruitless.fruitlessfruifruit tle8S-

Under

. -""fruitlessfruitlessU-
nder

fruitlessn-
ess

tle8S/tle8S/Under heavy fire , when leaders are killed oror-

separated
f-

orepart
or-

sepaxated

fo-

retasted

or-

separated
f-

orepartseparatedsepaxated from their commands , men will crowd togethertogether-

end

togethera-

.nd

together-

and

togeth-
erenda.ndand. become excellent targets for artillery.artilleryartillery.T-

he
artille-

ry
.

The reinforcement of assault echelons , alreadyalready-

numerically

paradi-

gmatically

already-

numerically

paradi-

gmatically

already-

numerically

paradi-

gmaticallynumerically strong , is of little assistanceassisteassisted ce in itselfitself-

and

isla-
nd

itself-

and

isla-
nd

itself-

and

isla-
ndand generally leads to heavier casualties.casualties. But thethe-

lending

he-

eding
the-

lending

he-

eding
the-

lending

he-

edinglending of fire power from points of vantage to enableenable-

the

enab-

le
enable-

the

enab-

le
enable-

the

enab-

lethe assault waves to move with greater freedom underunde-

rits

under-

lets

unde-

rits

under-

lets

unde-

rits

under-

letsits coverooverover is apt to prove the deciding factor in thethe-

assault.

he-

adsail
the-

assault.

he-

adsail
the-

assault.

he-

adsailassault.assault.

To be effectiveeffeotive the barrage or concentrationsconoentrationsconcentrations-

must

conoentrations-

must

concentrati-
onsmust be placedplaoed so80 that the first defense lines of thethe-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy will be pinned down.down. Unhamperedamperedhampered employment ofof-

enemy

of-

fence

of-

enemy

of-

fence

of-

enemy

of-

fenceenemy machine guns and other small oalibercaliber weaponsweapons-

oan

weapons-

can

weapo-

nsoancanDoan hold up anaD attack In the first stagesItages of itsits-
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development so that the main objectives will not bebe-

reached

br-

oached

be-

reached

br-

oached

be-

reached

br-

oachedreached and the mission will not be accomplishedaccomplished-

Divided

accompl-
ished

accomplishedr--accomplishedraccomplished.------accomplished.accomplisheraccomplishedaccomplishedr-
Divided

accompli-
shed

accomplished.-

Divided
accompli-

shed
.------- . .-

Divided responsibilityresponslb1lity is1s dangerous anda.ndand-

rarely
Sa-

ndra
a.n-

drarely

A-
ndrea

and-

rarely
Sa-

ndra
.

rarely succeeds.succeeds. The Marine detachment sent to occupyoccupy-

St.

occup-

ySt.St. Etienne did not accomplish anything.anything. It wouldwould-

have

woul-

d've

would-

have

woul-

d've

would-

have

woul-

d'vehave been better for the commanding officer of thethe-

142d

the-

142d

the-

142d142d Infantry to have sent his own detachment therethere-

with

there-

with

there-

withwith specific orders what to do in the attack nextnext-

morning.

ext-
orting

next-

mornin

ext-
orting

next-

The

net-

her

'
morninmorningmorning.morningmorning-

.of

morni-

ng

.
f

The excitement of battle cannot be portrayedportrayed-

in

portraye-

din words.words. It takes hold of personnel beyond the powerpower-

of

pow-

er

power-

morning.

,
of words to describe.describe. The whole physical appearanceappearance-

of

appearan-
ceof men changes.changes. The capture of a position and prispris-priespris-

oners

pris-

oners

pris-

oners

¬-

onersboners is an electrifying moralmora.l. force that galvanizesgalvanizes-

all
galvaniz-

esall ranks to action.action. It is a critical moment to bebe-

employed

re-

employ

be-

employed

re-

employ

be-

employed

re-

employemployed by leaders for directing and controllingcontrolling-

their
controll-

ingtheir troops in efforts that promise the greatestgreatest-

results.

grea-
test

greatest-

results.

grea-
test

greatest-

results.

grea-
testresults.results. It demands that all leaders be on the alertalert-

to

Alber-

toto anticipateantioipate it and be ready with a plan for itsits-

instant
in-

sistent

itsi-

nBtan

iti-
nerant

its-

instant
in-

sistentinstantinBtanTibetan use./use.useuse-

.Without

usus-

Without

s-

witch/>. /Without supports and reserves little or nono-

advantage

no-

advantage

no-

advantageadvantage may be ta.kentaken. of enemy weakness.weakness. The concon-con-

fusion

con-

fus10nJ

con-

fusion

¬-

fusionfus10nJ, pronouncedpronounoed confusion , of the Germans northnorth-

of

Nor-
th0 of the cemeteryoemetery should have been pressed into a rout.routrout.-

Likewise

ou-

tliers
rout.-

Likewise

ou-

tliers
rout.-

Likewise

ou-

tliers
.

Likewise the lacklack-oflackofof'of'- supports and reserves to coverooverovercover-

the

cov-
ert

oover-

the

overth-

rew

cover-

the

cov-
ertthe flanks of an attacking force may changech ge the wholewhol-

easpect

wh-
oles

whole-

aspeot
wh-

oles
whol-

easpect

wh-
olesaspectaspeot of the engagement.engagement. It did for the 143d142d143-

dInfantry

142d-

Inf
'

InfInfoInfantryInfantryInfantry-
With

Infant-ry
an try/* /With11th a platoon committedoommittedomitted to aotionactionabortionactionitaction-itactionitactionistit-it- isi8 notnot-

practicable

no-

nracial
noti-

.

no-
t

not-

practicable

no-

nracial
. _ .
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severed from the balance of the company for The timetime-

being.

timb-

ering

time-

being.

timb-

ering

time-

being.

timb-

eringbeing.being. A favorablefavora.ble. opportunity must be awaitedawa.ited. toto-

get

R-

oget

to-

get

R-

oget

to-

get

R-

ogetget it back.back. A company commander'scommanderscomma.nder's. ' position is withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe main body of his force , or at least where he cancan-

control

a-
ncon

can-

control

a-
ncon

can-

control

a-
nconcontrol that main body.bodybody.-

CONCLUSIONS

body.-

CONCLUSIONS

.,

CONCLUSIONSCONCLUSIO-

NSConsidering

Concl-
usions

CONCLUSIO-

NSConsidering

Concl-
usions

CONCLUSIO-

NSConsidering

Concl-
usionsConsidering its inexperience in battle , thethe-

inexperience

the-

inexperience

the-

inexperienceinexperience of its leader , its difficulties enen-

countered

en-enen-

countered

en-

countered

¬-

countered in entering the engagement and the forcesforces-

brought

foret-
hought

forces-

brought

foret-
hought

forces-

brought

foret-
houghtbrought to bear to lessen its morale , the lack ofof-

definite

of-

definite

of-

definitedefinite orders for the assault , the non-coordinationnoncoordinationnoncoordination-

of

monopolizatio-

n
-

of infantry advance with the artillery barrage , andand-

the

anth-

em

and-

the

anth-

em

and-

the

anth-

emthe nature of resistance offered by the enemy thisthis-

first
thri-

ftiest

this-

first
thri-

ftiest

this-

first
thri-

ftiestfirst engagement of Company A may be regarded as aa-

success.

s-

uccess

a-

success.

s-

uccess

a-

success.

s-

uccesssuccess.success. Veterans of many campaignsoampaigns in the warwa-

rdeclared

A-
reca

wa-

rdeclared

A-
reca

wa-

rdeclared

A-
recadeclared that the German artillery fire aroundarcund St.StSt-

.Etienne

S-

tein
st-

.Etienne

st-

etting
St-

.Etienne

S-

tein
.

Etienne was as heavy as any they had ever seen if notnot-

the

ano-

ther

not-

the

ano-

ther

not-

the

ano-

therthe heavJestheaviestheaVlest.1
...
; Anys\ysy\;

- -

advancedv ce by the companyoompany in the facefacface-

of

fac-

e
)

.
, _ . . -

t// of this fire could only be a8.8a.. success.successBuoceee.Buoceeesuccess.-

Mistakes

suc-
cess

.,
.

r
'\., --- .- . . . . . . . . . .- . .- - . - . . - , , . .

Mistakes made by Junior3unior: officersoffioers , includingincluding-

the

includi-
ngthe companyoompany commander , may be condonedoondoned in the lightlight-

of

lig-
htof this being their first experience against greatgreat-

difficulties.

grat-

ifications
great-

difficulties.

grat-

ifications
great-

difficulties.

grat-

ificationsdifficulties.difficulties. Seasoned leaders could have handledhandled-

the

handl-
edthe companyoompany better but on the other hand green leadersleaders-

as

leade-
rsas these certainlyoertainly were , might have done much worse.worseworse.-

34

worse-

34

worse.-

J.

wors-

e

worse.-

34

worse-

34
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QUESTIONSg.UESTIONSgUESTIONS.

1.1. Company A , 142d Infantry first engagedengaged-
in

engag-
edin battlejbattle:

(1)1(1)North1North( ) North ofo f Blanc Mont Ridge in thethe-
Champagne

the-
Champagne

the-
ChampagneChampagneChampagne-

On
Champag-

ne(1)j2 On September 26 , 19181918-
Near

1918-
Near3! j Near St.St. Etienne-a-ArnesEtienneaArnesAresEtienneaArnes-
In Etienn-e - -

4 In the defense of Blanc Mont Ridge.Ridge. Answer 22-

An

2.2. CompanyOompany A was a part of :

(1)1( ) The 71st Infantry BrigadeBrigade-
The

Briga-
de(2)2( ) The support battalionbatta.lion. of thethe-
left

hel-
met

the-
left

hel-
met

the-
left

hel-
metleft regimentregimenregiment-

The
regime-

nt tt-
The

t-

ithe(3)3(33( ) The assault waves at the beginningbeginning-
of

beginni-
ngof the attack October 8 , 19181918-

The
1918-

The(4)4( ) The 36th Division ( American ) withwith-
the

withh-
eld

with-
the

withh-
eld

with-
the

withh-
eldthe French Fourth Array.ArrayArmy.Army. AnswerAn sw er 33-

Answer

3.3. The only mission given Company A in thethe-
attack

hea-

rtache
the-

attack
hea-

rtache
the-

attack
hea-

rtacheattack October 8 was :

(1)1( ) To presspresepreset the attack against enemyenem-
ypositions

enem-
ypositions

enem-
ypositionspositions on BlodnitzBlintz HillHill-

To
Hillt-

op(2)2( ) To follow the assault battalion atat-
a

Ba-

taa distance of 1000 metersmeters-
To

mete-
rs(3)3( ) To remain in position on Ludwig'sLudwigsLudwii'sLudwiisLudwigLudwig's-
Hill.

Ludwigs-
Hill Lud-wig

'

Hill.Hill-Hill.- . Answer 11-

Answer

4.4. CompanyOompany A1AtA'sAs' 8s commander chose :

((11(1)1i ) To advance his 1st Platoon aroundaround-
the

arou-
nd

around-
the

arou-
nd

around-
the

arou-
ndthe right flank of the strong pointpoint-
on

ponto-
onon BlodnitzBlintz HillH1llHill-

To
Hillt-

op
H1ll-

To((3)3(2)2) To support the attackattaok of the assaultassault-
battalion

ass-ault assault-
battalion

ass-ault assault-
battalion

ass-aultbattalion against BlodnitzBlintz HillHill-
strong

Hol-
stering

Hill-
strong

Hol-
stering

Hill-
strong

Hol-
steringstrong point with automaticautomatioautomation riflerifle-
fire

rifle-
bird

rifle-
fire

rifle-
bird

rifle-
fire

rifle-
birdfire from a commandingoommanding positionposition-

To
positio-n(3)3(33( ) To help reducereduoe.BlodnitzreduoeBlodnitzreduceBlodnitzredoublededucationistBlodnitz-BlodnitzBlintz.- Hill strongstrong-

point
stand-

point
strong-

pOint
stro-ng strong-

point
stand-

pointpoint by frontalwithfrontalfrontalfrontaltifrontal, with one platoon.platoonplatoon.-
c

platoo-
n

. AnswerAnswer-

Answer

Answ-

erable

Answer-
A4

=11-

Answer

c.(..

..
.
:
..
rr*A4-A4A-

45

-%-* to) /

5.55 ., The 2d PlatoonPiatoonPatoonPatton): of Company A :

(1)1rl( ) Was'asas' chargedoharged with keeping in touchtouch-
with

tou-
ch

touch-
with

tou-
ch

touch-
with

tou-
chwith the company on CompanyOompany A'sAsA's-
left

As-
left

Ha-
slet

A's-
left

As-
left

Ha-
slet

A's-
left

As-
left

Ha-
slet

'
left

(2)2( )
.'

Was left as&ss& a liaison group onon-

Ludwig'e
on-

Ludwige
o-

ldwife
on-

LUdwig'
on-

LUdwig
co-

ncluding
on-

Ludwig's
on-

Ludwigs
co-

ncludingLudwig'eLudwigeLUdwig'LUdwigLudwig'sLudwigs' . RillHill
(3)3( ) Advanced.AdvanoedAdvanoed. with the assault waveswave-

sagainst
wave-

sagainst
wave-

sagainstagainst the cemetery.cemeteryoemetery.oemetery. AnswerAnswer-
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