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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION-

The

Introducti-

onThe allied planeplans for the last week inin-

September

di-

sremember

in-

September

di-

sremember

in-

September

di-

srememberSeptember , 1918 , included an American attack inin-

the

in-

ter
in-

the

in-

ter
in-

the

in-

terthe Meuse-ArgonneMeuseArgonneMuseJargoned- sector , a French attack inin-

Champagne

in-

humane

in-

Cham

In-

can
in-

Champagne

in-

humaneChampagneChamChan agneAgnes , a Belgian and allied force advance inin-

Flanders

in-

flamers

in-

Flanders

in-

flamers
in-

Flanders

in-

flamersFlanders , and a British offensive along the SommeSomm-

ein

Som-
mein the direction of Maubeuge.Maubeuge. These attacks werewere-

to

wher-

eto

were-

to

wher-

eto

were-

to

wher-

etoto be synchronized , for obvious reasons.reasons. It isis-

with

s-
witch

is-

with

s-
witch

is-

with

s-
witchwith the British attack along the Somme , that wew-

eare

we-

arer

we-

B.re

wh-

en're

w-

eare

we-

arerareB.reBreBret. interested.interestederested.erestedcrestedinterested.P-

ART

interes-
ted

intdint erested.P-

ART

ferre-
ted

.

PART TO BE PLAYED BY THE II AMERICAN CORPS ININ-
THE

IN-
TEC

IN-
THE

IN-
TEC

IN-
THE

IN-
TECTHE BRITISH ADVANCE TOWARD MAUBEUGEMAUBTUMEAUTUMN ANDAJ.\fDAJ.fDUp.\ THETHE-

TERRAIN
TE-

HERAN
THE-

TERRAIN
TE-

HERAN
THE-

TERRAIN
TE-

HERANTERRAIN IN THEIR ZONE OF ADVANCEADVANC-

EThe

Advan-

ceThe II American Corps , composedcompo ed of the 27th27th-

and

27th-

and

27th-

andand 30th Divisions , less their artillery , hadbad beenbeen-

with

Be-
nito

been-

with

Be-
nito

been-

with

Be-
nitowith the British since their arrivalprrival in France.France. TheyThe-

yrere

The-

re're

They-

ere

The-

y're

They-

were

He-
werrereerewererare armed withithitch British rifles , bayonets , machinemachine-

guns

mach-

ine
machine-

guns

mach-

ine
machine-

guns

mach-

ineguns , LewieLewisAlewife gunsgouns , used British transport , andBndBand, atea.teate-

British

ma-

ternities

ate-

British

ma-

ternities

.

British rations.rations. After serving with the CecondecondsecondCecon-

dBritish

secon-

dBritish

sec-
ond

econ-

dBritish

con-

duitsBritish Army in Belgium , this corps was transferredtransferred-

to

transferre-

dto the Fourth British Army for the advance along thetheS-

omme

thre-

esome(1)1( ) GSSGASES , p 6 Somme Valley , in the direction of Maubeuge.Maubeuge. (1)1(1)-

The

1T-

he
(1)-

The

1T-

he
( l )

The 37th27th Division , at that time was composedcomposed-

of

compos-

edof _ the 105thl05th , 106thlOath , 107thl07th and 108thl08th Regiments ofof-

infantry

p-

oignant

of-

infantry

p-

oignant

of-

infantry

p-

oignantinfantry , thehe 104thl04th , 105thl05th and 106thl06th Machine GunGu-

nBattalions

U-
nattained

Gu-

nBattalions

U-
nattained

Gu-

nBattalions

U-
nattainedBattalions , the 103dl02d102d Engineers , the 103dl02d102d Field SignalSignal-

Battalion

Signal-

Battalion

Signal-

BattalionBattalion , and various other smaller unite.uniteunits.units. The fieldfield-

artillery
fil-

arial
field-

artillery
fil-

arial
field-

artillery
fil-

arialartillery brigade was not with the division and diddid-

not

did-

n't
did-

not

did-

n't
did-

not

did-

n'tnot rejoin until after the Armistice.ArmisticeArmistice.-

In

Armisti-
ce

.

In this general advance scheduled for the lastlast-

week

least-

wise

last-

week

least-

wise

last-

week

least-

wiseweek in September , as already stated , the II AmericanAmerican-

Corps

Ameri-
can

American-

Corps

Ameri-
can

American-

Corps

Ameri-
canCorps was given a zone of advance opposite , andand-

including

ma-

nicuring

and-

including

ma-

nicuring

and-

including

ma-

nicuringincluding , the so-calledsocalledeo-calledeo- Tunnel Sector of the SiegfriedSigridSiegfried-

1

Siegfried-

'l

Siegfried-

l

Sigri-

d-11-'ll'l-

W.n.

l-

Wn

la-

wn

' * '

. . " . - , . . , ,- - " " " ' "
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StellungellungTellingbellingSt , usually named the KindenburgHindenburgHindenberg Line.Line. TheThe-

27th

The-

27th

The-

27th27th DivisionDivirion rwase8e to relieve the 74th and 18th18th-

British

18th-

BritishBritishBriBrie t i sh DivisionsDi'tjiDitjiDistil' sionsscions I, whoho were , ata.t. that time , in thatthat-

sector.

,

(2)2( ) O'RyanORyanRyan0'0O'O' RyanRyan-
p

Rya-
n

sector.sector. (2)2(2)-
p

2-
p

(2)-

The

2T-

he

( )
p 253

The HindenburgHindenberg Line was organisedorga.ni7organi7organizedorg .niedniednixed. ? ed in the latterla.tterlatter-
part

latt-
er

la.tter-

part
latt-

er
latter-

part
latt-

er
.

part of 1916 andRndRand hadhe.dhedheed. "beenbeen" greatly enlarged andand-

strengthened

and-

strengthened

and-

strengthenedstrengthened since that time.time. The SiegfriedSigrid StellungTellingStellung-

was

Telli-
ngwas that portion of theth HindenburgHindenberg Line that extendedextended-

alone

exten-
ded

extended-

along

exten-
ded

extended-

along

exten-
dedalonealong : the Bellicourt-St.BellicourtSt.BellSouth- . Quentin CanalOana.lOanalAnal. , endB.ndBndandBand. made fullfull-

use
fu-

ll
full-

use
fu-

ll
full-

use
fu-

lluse of this canal as an obstacle.obstacle. The Tunnel Sector ,

in the zone of advance assigned to the 27th Division ,

was thattha.t. partpartTherepattered, where\ThereThere\'! the canal , which waswa.s. one ofof-

Napoleon1s

of-

Napoleon's

of-

Napoleons

m-

onopole
of-

Napoleon's

of-

Napoleons

m-

onopoleNapoleon1sNapoleon'sNapoleons' projects , runs thru a tunnel , under highhigh-

ground

hig-

hroad

high-

ground

hig-

hroad

high-

ground

hig-

hroadground , for about 6000 yards , from a point south ofof-

Bellicourt

o-

bligor
of-

Bellicourt

o-

bligor
of-

Bellicourt

o-

bligorBellicourtBellSouth andBndBand, emerging about 1000 yards west of LeLe-

Catelet.

L-

egatee
Le-

Catelet.

L-

egatee
Le-

Catelet.

L-

egateeCatelet.CateletCartel. From thence it runeruns northwestn'rthwestnrthwestnrthnorth)' est to and thruthru-

Vendhuile

th-
rived

thru-

rendhuile

thru-

lrendhuileVendhuilerendhuilelrendhuileEndurereducible and thence again to theth north.northntrth.ntrthuntruthnorth.-

The

Nor-

th
ntrth.-

The

untr-

uth

north.-

The

Nor-

th
) .

The town of Vendhuile"endhuileendhuileVVendhuileEndureeducible" , wellvrellreel fortified andand-

entrenched

ad-

vertence
and-

entrenched

ad-

vertence
and-

entrenched

ad-

vertenceentrenched , guarded the northernnJrthernnDrthern exitex it of the canal.canalcs.nal.csnalcanal.-

The

can-

al
cs.nal.-

The

canal.-

The

can-

al
. .

The canal itself , is abouta.bout. 39 feet wide , approximatelyaproximately!) ,

6 feet deep , and had a tcwpathtowpath on each side.side. The canalcanal-

as

cana-

lsas, such , was out of use during the war , but hadha.d. beenbeen-

dammed

bel-
dame

been-

dammed

bel-
dame

been-

dammed

bel-
damedammed near BellenglieeBellengliseElegizeElegies to keeokeenkeep sufficient water inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe channel north of that point.point. The flowflofloe r of waterwa.ter. inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe canal being from north to south.southsouth.-

The

Sou-

th
south.-

The

Sou-

th
south.-

The

Sou-

th
.

The SiegfriedSigrid StellungTelling I, embracingembra.cing. three lineslines-

of
lin-

esof trenches , lay west of the high ground above thethe-

tunnel.

thr-

eatened

the-

tunnel.

thr-

eatened

the-

tunnel.

thr-

eatenedtunnel.tunnel. These trenches were of excellent construction ,

all heavily wired , and contained many machine gungun-

emplacements

un-

employment

gun-

emplacements

un-

employment

gun-

emplacements

un-

employmentemplacements of the latest type.type. Bony was the strong-strongetrong-etrongstrong-

point

stand-

point

etrong-

point

trog-

on
strong-

point

stand-

point

-

point of this sectorseoto.rseotor
.

, with the "Knoll"Knoll"Inoll"Inoll" " I, QuillemontGuillemontGuillemotQuillemont-

Farm

Guillemont-

rarm

Guillemont-

Farm

Guille-
motFarmrarmrearm and Quennemont Farm as etrongpointsstrongpointstrogonsstandpoints to the frontfront.front.-

To

fro-
nt

*.

To the east , in the support and reserve positionspositions-

2

positions-

2.

,

. . . , . . . . . . .
. . .. ..

. . . , . . . . . . . - - - . . ' - . . - . . . -22-2.2... . . . . . . . . . . . .
- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -
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wereere numerous trenchestrenches. ,.. well organisedorganiedorganizedorganiorganic ?"eded"* anda.nd. alla.1la1l. heavilybee.vilybeevilybedevilbee.vily-

wired.

.

(3)3( 3)3) O'RyanORyanRyan0'0' RyanRyan-
Pp

Rya-
n

wiredwired.,. (3)3(3)-
pp

3p-
p

(3)-

To

3T-

o
(3)-

pp
3p-

p
( )

pp 365-267365267265-267265-
To return againft.gainftgainAfghan. to the tunnel.tunnel. Numerous bargesba.rgeebargeebargebarges-

were

ba.rgee-

were
bar-

ges
bar-

ge
.

were moored in the tunnel and many shelters , somesom-

every

som-

melier

som-

every

som-

melier

som-

every

som-

meliervery elaborate , and dug-outsdugouts- hadha.d. been dug andB.ndBndBand. bothboth-

barges

bot-

hered

both-

barges

bot-

hered

both-

barges

bot-

heredbarges and dug-outsdugouts- fitted uoup to quarter troops , afaf-

fording

af-afaf-

fording

af-

fording

¬-

fording an absolutely safe retreat for the garrisongarrison-

of

garriso-
nof both front andB.ndBndBand. supnortsupport lines.lines. All thisthithin s waswa-

selectrically

asy-

mmetrically

wa-

selectrically

asy-

mmetrically

wa-

selectrically

asy-

mmetricallyelectrically lighted.lighted. In addition , about fifteenfifteen-

exits
fifte-

en
fifteen-

exits
fifte-

en
fifteen-

exits
fifte-

enexits had been constructed , affording egress to thethe-

trench

th-

eatre
the-

trench

th-

eatre
the-

trench

th-

eatretrench system , both eaeteasteat and west of the tunnel.tunneltunnel.-

These

tun-
nel

tunnel.-

These

tun-
nel

tunnel.-

These

tun-
nel

.

These exitsexiteexcite had been concreted , camouflaged and werewer-

eprotected

wer-

eprotected

wer-

eprotectedprotected by machine gun emplacements , thus makingmakin-

gthis

mak-
ing

makin-

gthis

mak-
ing

makin-

gthis

mak-
ingthis sector , not a trench position , but a fortress.fortressfortress.-

This
fortr-

ess
fortress.-

This
fortr-

ess
fortress.-

This
fortr-

ess
.

This strong position had been unsuccessfullyunsuccessfully-

attacked
unsucces-

sfully
unsuccessfully-

attacked
unsucces-

sfully
unsuccessfully-

attacked
unsucces-

sfullyattacked by the British 74th Division on September 18 ,

on September 2121.21,.. anda.nd. again on the nightnig-htnightnigh- of September

21-23212321-2222- , in an endeavor to capture the advanced positionspositions-

of

positio-
nsof the "Knoll"KnolluKnoll"uKnoll" " , Quennemont FarmFA.rm. and GuillemontGui1lemontGuillemot Farm ,

BOso as to bring the line in prolongation of the lineline-

already

lion-

hearted

line-

already

lion-

hearted

line-

already

lion-

heartedalready held to the right and to establish this lineline-

as

line-

BS

lin-
esasBS the start line for the main operation to come later.later.

(4)4( ) O'RyanORyanRyan' (4)4(4)-
pp

4p-p (4)-
pp

4p-p (4)-
pp

4p-p
( )

pp 351-252351252251-252251-
The 37th27th Division , which had been training withwith-

tanks

with-

stands

with-

tanks

with-

stands

with-

tanks

with-

standstanks in the BeuquesneBouquets Area , was detrained and de-dede-

bussed

de-

based

de-

bussed

de-

based

de-

bussed

de-

based

-
bussed in the TincourtIncur Area on September 3323 and 342434-

and

24-

and

24-

andand moved up to relieve the battered British 74th74th-

Division.

74th-

Division

74th-

Division.

74th-

Division

74th-

Division.

74th-

DivisionDivision.Division. The 106th InfantryInfa.ntry. ( US ) , supported by thethe-

105th

the-

l05th

the-

105th105thl05th , was to take over the British position and toto-

take

to-

taled

to-

take

to-

taled

to-

r

tor-

er. take these advancedadvanoed posts , whichwhioh the British hadhad.had.beenhadbeenheadmenhadeanhad.been-

unable

. beenbeen-

unable

ben-

dable
been-

unable

ben-

dableunable to captureoapture , and thus bring the line in thisthis-

sector
tri-

sect
this-

seotor
thi-

ckset
this-

sector
tri-

sectsectorseotor up to the position designated aeas a start lineline-

for

info-

rm(5)5( ) G83GSSGBSGASESBS , p 9 for the main attackattaok , on September 39th.39th29th.29th. (5)5(5)-

3

5-

3

( )

.

-3-3- 3-

were

-
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M'This

M-

This

T-

his
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This attack of the 106th Infantry on September

27 , of one regiment , as the other regiment , the 105thl05th ,

was not to be involved more thantha.n. necessary , wasWBSBS, mademade-

on

madd-

enon a 4000-yard4000yard- front , and the objective was 1100 yardsyards-

in

yar-
ds(6)6( ) OSSGSSOSGASESGSS-

pp
Gos-
sip

in advance.advance. It failed (6)6( ) , and the failure was to playplay-
pp

play-
an

pla-y pla-
yapp 9-11911- an important tart"DartDartHart"

> in the later1e.ter1eter. mainme.inmeinmien. attacka.ttack. , as wew-

eshall

w-

elsh
w-

eshall

w-

elsh
w-

eshall

w-

elshshall see.seesee.-

The

see-

The

see.-

The

see-

The

see.-

The

see-

The

.

The main attack along the front of the FourthFourth-

British
Futu-

rities
Fourth-

British
Futu-

rities
Fourth-

British
Futu-

ritiesBritish Army was scheduled for September 29 and waswas-

to

wa-

ste

was-

to

wa-

ste

was-

to

wa-

steto be made in this sector by the 27th Division , withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe 54th BrigadeBrigs.deBrigsde. in the assault , regiments abreast , thethe-

108th

the-

l08th

the-

108th108thl08th on the right andend the 107th on the left.left. TheTh-

eobjective

Th-

eoretic
The-

obj

Th-

eo
Th-

eobjective

Th-

eoreticobjectiveobjob ectihectic ve was the "GreenGreen" Line"Line" , asaB, shown on the map.mapmap-

.The

Matt-

hew

map-

.The

Matt-

hew

, .,

The 30th Division ( US ) , was on the right of the 27th27th-

Division

27th-

Division

27th-

DivisionDivision and the 18th British Division on the left.leftleft.-

One

lefto-

ver

left.-

One

lefto-

ver

left.-

One

lefto-

ver

.

One battalionba.ttbattbatty. 11on of the 106thl06th InfantryInfa.ntry. waswa.s. to accompanyaccompany-

the

accompa-

ny(7)7( ) O'RyanORyanOIRyanRyanIranOIRyan-
ppIra-n
0'0' RyanRyan-
pp

Ry-
an

the 54th BrigadeBriga.de. as "moppers-up""moppersmoppersup"upmoper" - " . (7)7( ) Twelve tankstanks-
pp

tan-
ks

tanks-

were

answ-

ered

tanks-

were

answ-

ered
pp 713-714713714-

were to accompany the assaultaBsau1, t anda.nd. nine brigades (216216(216-

guns

216-

guns

(216-

guns

216-

guns

(216-

guns

216-

guns

(

guns ) of British and Australian artillery were to firefire-

a

fir-
ea creeping barrage , with lifts of four minutes per 100100-

yards

100-

yards

100-

yardsyards , which would carry the barrage to a point 400400-

yards

400-

yards

400-

yardsyards east of the tunnel , where it would rest forfor-

fifteen
fo-

rfeiter
for-

fifteen
fo-

rfeiter
for-

fifteen
fo-

rfeiterfifteen minutes.minutes. This barragebe.rrageberrage. waswa.s. fifteen per centcents-

moke

ce-
nts

cents-

moke

ce-
nts

cents-

moke

ce-
ntssmoke , forty-fivefortyfive- per cent shrapnel andB.ndBndBand. forty-fivefortyfivefortyfive-
per

fortifi-
ed

-

per centoentont H.H. I.IE.E. The 105th and 106thl06th Machine Gun BatBat-Ba-

ttalions

Ba-

ttalions

Ba-

ttalions

¬-

talionstalons were to form a machine gun barrage.barrage. The 104thl04th104th-

Machine

l04th-

Maohine

104th-

MachineMachineMaohine Gun Battalion was to support the left flank ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe division and to coverooverover counterattacks from thethe-

vicinity(8)8( ) O'RyanORyanRyan0'0' RyanRyan-
pp

Ry-
an

vicinityvioinity of Vendhullc.VendhullcVendhu1le.Vendhu1leVendhuile.VendhuileVendEndure. (8)8(8)-
pp

8p-
p

(8)-
pp

8p-
p

(8)-

For

8F-

or
( )

pp 300-301300301-
} For forty-eightfortyeight- hours prior to the attackattaok'attaokattaok'anattaokanastrakhan

'

anan-

artillery
A-

marillo

an-

artillery
A-

marilloartillery bombardmentbomblrdment was to be put over , and for thetheI-

I

Heid-

i.11II11I-

Iearly
I-

deally
1-

1early
. .-

1early
1-

earlyearly portion of the bombardment "yellowyellow" cross"crossoross"oross" oror-

4

orl-
Ot

coralr-

ootlOtlO-

t4-4-4- 4'-

W'

4-

W

4-

f

-
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mustard

M-

ustardmustard gas , was to be used.used. This was the first useuse-

of
us-

e
use-

of
us-

e
use-

o

us-
eofo f thisthiBthin gasga.s. by thet1e; British artillerya.rtil1eryartil1ery. and aeas the enemyenemy-

had
ene-

my
enemy-

had
ene-

my
enemy-

had
ene-

myhad not been subjected to it heretofore , it was, be-bebe-

(9)
b-

e9
be-

lieved
be-

(9)
b-

e9
-

(9)9( )
'

O'RyanORyanRyanO'Ryan'-
P
ORyan-
P
Rya-
n

' lievedleaved that it would be very effective.effective. (9)9(9)-

Another

9A-

nother
( )

p'PA 301
Another phase of the attack was that the 3d3d-

Australian
3d-

Australian
3d-

AustralianAustralian Division was totooasstopasstoaststopmasts--oassoass-passpassoases through the lines ofof-

the
of-

ten
of-

the
of-

ten
of-

the
of-

tenthe 37th27th Division at thethelGreenteagarden"GreenGreen\lGreenlGreen"\ Line"Line" . Their objectiveobjective-
was

objecti-
vewas the "RedRed" Line"Line" , asa.s. shown on the map.map. TheTh-

eAustralians
Te-

arstains
Th-

eAustralians
Te-

arstains
Th-

eAustralians
Te-

arstainsAustralians were also to be supportedsUPDortedsported by artilleryB.rtil1eryBrtil1eryB.rtil1ery-
Bnd

Brtil1ery-
Bnd

.

(10)10( ) O'RyanORyanRyanO'Ryan-
p
ORyan-
p
Rya-
n

' endBndandBand, tanks.tanks. (10)10(10)-
p

10-
p

(10)-

OPERATIONS

10O-

PERATIONS

( )
p 713

OPERATIONS OF THE 1Q8TH108TH INFANTRYINFANTR-

YIn

Infant-
ryIn pursuance of these orders the 108thl08th InfantryInfA.ntryInfantry-

left
InfA.ntr-

yleft
Infan-

try
.

left their bivouac in the vicinity of TempleuxTemple leIele-

Geurard

le-

ttercard
Ie-

Geurard
F-

igured
le-

Geurard

le-

ttercardGeurardGerard on the night of September 27-38273827-2828- and marched toto-

their
to-

othier

to-

their
to-

othier

to-

their
to-

othiertheir position under heavy artillery fire of gas andand-

H.

an-
dH.H. E.E. TakingTe.k1ngTek1ng. over from the 106thl06th Infantry by daybreakdaybreak-

of
daybre-

akof September 28.28. The positions of the 106thl06th werewer-

edifficult
wer-

edifficult
wer-

edifficultdifficult to locate , due to the disorganized conditioncondition-
of

conditi-
onof that regiment , and many casualtiesca.sualcasual. ties occurred in thethe-

relief.
eth-

ereal
the-

relief.
eth-

ereal
the-

relief.
eth-

erealrelief.relief. Regimental headquarters were located at F

28 c 8-5.85.85.- . First Battalion Headquarters at F 28 d 8-989- ,

SecondSecond. . Battalion at F 29 b 5-757- and the Third BattalionBattalion-
at

Battalio-
nat Duncan Post , F 17 d 6-7.67.67.6.7.6767.-

The

67-

The

67.-

The

67-

The

6.7.-

The

67-

The

-. .

The regiment was to attackatta.ck. two battalionsba.ttalions. inin-

line
in-

line.

in-

line
in-

line.

in-

linelineline.*. The 2d Battalion , CaptainOapte.inOapteinOaten. Thompson , on thethe-

right
he-

ight
the-

right
he-

ight
the-

right
he-

ightright , connectingconneotingconnoting up with the 119thl19th Infantry , of thethe-

30th

the-

30th

the-

30th30th Division , on their right.right. Attached were oneone-

platoon
cont-

emplation

one-

platoon
cont-

emplation

one-

platoon
cont-

emplationplatoon of the Machine Gun CompanyOompany , one section ofof-

trench

o-

ften
of-

trenoh

o-

ften
of-

trench

o-

ftentrenchtrenoh mortars and one section of one-pounders.onepounders.ponders- . TheThe-

3d

The-

3d

The-

3d3d Battalion , CaptainOaptain MaldinerMald1nerMalinger , . on the left , with oneone-

platoon
cont-

emplation

one-

platoon
cont-

emplation

one-

platoon
cont-

emplationplatoon of the MachineMaohine Gun Company , two sections ofof-

trench
o-

ften
of-

trenoh

o-

ften
of-

trench
o-

ftentrenchtrenoh mortars,, and one section of one-poundersonepounderspondersonepounders-

attached.

onepounders-

attached.

- '

- . . . .. . . . . ,. .. . ' . " . . . . .. . " . attached.attachedattaohed.attaohed. One sectionseotion of one-poundersonepoundersponders- was out ofof-

5

of-

5

of-

5-5-5- 5t-

.

5-

t

5r-

.

5-

r

-
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action due to a broken oartartpart , that could not be re-rere-

pieced

re-

prieved

re-

placed

re-

(11)

re-

11

-
piecedplaced att that time.time. The 1st Battalion , MajorMajor-

Couchman

Ma-
jorca

Major-

Couchman

Ma-
jorca

Major-

Couchman

Ma-
jorcaCouchmanCoachman , was in support , with one nlatoonnla.toonplatoon., of thethe-

Machine

tea-

ching(11)11( ) C'RyanCRyanO'RyanORyanRyanO'Ryan-
pp
ORyan-
pp
Rya-
n

' Machine Gun Company attached to it.it. (11)11(11)-

po

11-
po

(11)-

pp

11-
pp

(11)-

On

11-
On

( )

popp 302-303302303-
On arrival in the line , patrols were sentsent-

forward

henc-

eforward

sent-

forward

henc-

eforward

sent-

forward

henc-

eforwardforward , endeavoring to occupy the 1100 yardsya.rds. whichwhich-

the

whi-
ch

which-

the

whi-
ch

which-

the

whi-
chthe 106th had tried to take and failedfailed.*. These patrolspatrols-

met

patrolm-

enmet with no success , except to confirm the report thatthat-

detached

har-

dheaded

that-

detached

har-

dheaded

that-

detached

har-

dheadeddetached groups of the 106thI06th and many of their woundedwounded-

were

woun-

ded

wounded-

were

woun-

ded

wounded-

were

woun-

dedwere in this disputed area.area. This area waewaswade swept byby-

machine

bo-

mbazine

by-

machine

bo-

mbazine

by-

machine

bo-

mbazinemachine gun fire from the enemies1enemies'enemies' advanced posts andand-

from

land-

form

and-

from

land-

form(12)12( ) O'RyanORyanRyanO'OO'Ryan-
p
ORyan-
p
Rya-
n

' RyanRyan-
p

Rya-
n

from Bony.Bony. (13)13(12)12(13)-
p

13-
p

(12)-

Orders

12-
Orders

(12)-

Orders

12-
Orders

( )

p 303
Orders from superior headquarters prevented thethe-

54th

the-

54th

the-

54th54th Brigade from making anB.nBn. attackatta.ck. to gain this areaa.rea.a.rea-

.and

sarab-

and

area-

and

rem-

and

. .

(13)13( ) O'RyanORyanRyanO'Ryan-
p
ORyan-
p
Rya-
n
O'O' RyanRyan-
p

Rya-
n

and thus to attain the designated start line.line. (13)13(13)-

p

13-
p

(13)-

A

13-
A

( )

p 297
A conference was therefore held as to the question ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe proper place to jump off , which question the enemyenemy-

had

ene-
my

enemy-

had

ene-
my

enemy-

had

ene-
myhad apparently already decided , and also as to wherewhere-

the

wher-

eat

where-

the

wher-

eat

where-

the

wher-

eatthe barrage was to begin.begin. Due to the fact of thethe-

detached

he-

artache

the-

detached

he-

artache

the-

detached

he-

artachedetached groups andBndBand, wounded11ITounded of the 106thl06th in the brigadebrigedebrigade-

front

briga-
dier

brigede-

front

briga-
dier

brigade-

front

briga-
dier

,

front , it was, finallyfina.lly. decided that the start line wouldwould-

be

wou-

ldbe pegged at the original position held by the 106thl06th ,

thatthettheft, the number of tanks would be increasedincrea.sed. , and thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe barragebe.rrageberrage. would fall 1100 yards in front of the startstart-

line

start-

ling

start-

line

start-

ling

start-

line

start-

lingline , thus placing it beyondbByond , or rather behind , thethe-

enemies1

the-

enemies'

the-

enemies

ten-

dencies

the-

enemies'

the-

enemies

ten-

denciesenemies1enemies'enemies' advancedadvanoed poetsposts , but also beyond thoeethosethee detacheddetaoheddetached-

groups

detac-
hed

detaohed-

groups

decahe-

drons

detached-

groups

detac-
hedgroups of the 106thl06th , already mentioned , who were unableune.bleunebleunable-

to

une.ble-

to

unab-
le

.

to advance or retire , due to the heavy enemy artilleryartillerya-

nd
artillery-

man(14)14( ) GrS3pGSSpGossipG88 , p 124 ; and machinemaohine gun fire.fire. (14)14(14)-
O'Ryan

14-
ORyan

(14)-

So

14-
So

(14)-
O'Ryan

14-
ORyan

( )

O'RyanORyanRyanO'Ryan-
p
ORyan-
p
Rya-
n
o ' RyanRyan-
p

Rya-
np 300 So the original position held by the 106thl06th waswas-

taped

wa-

stage

was-

taped

wa-

stage

was-

taped

wa-

stagetaped as the jump-offjumpoff- line.line. This taping seems to bebe-

peculiarly

ep-

icyclically

be-

peouliarly

b-

ipolar
be-

peculiarly

ep-

icyclicallypeculiarlypeouliarly a British ceremonyoeremony.oeremonyceremony.*. A band of white clothcloth-

6-6-6- 6-

action

6-

action
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tape , about three inches in widthidth , is secured oror-

pegged

c-

ortege

or-

pegged

c-

ortege

or-

pegged

c-

ortegepegged to the ground along a , designated line and thethe-

leading

he-

eding
the-

leading

he-

eding
the-

leading

he-

edingleading elements of the assaulta.ssa.ulassaul. . t form on that line andand-

move

An-

dover

and-

move

An-

dover

and-

move

An-

dovermove forward at the zero hour.hourhour-

.Supplies

hor-

seflies
hour-

.Supplie

hors-

eplayer

hour-

.Supplies

hor-

seflies
.

SuppliesSupplieSupplieds were sent forward.forwardforwa.rd.. . An extra water-waterwate-

rbottle

wate-

rborne

wate-

rbottle

wate-

rborne

wate-

rbottle

wate-

rborne

-

bottle , canteen in American language , full of waterraterwater-

was

waterw-

ays

water-

was

waterw-

ays

rater-

was

waterw-

ayswas issued to each man , along with extra ammunition.ammunitionammunition.-

Gas

ammuniti-

on
.

Gas masks , first-aidfirstaid- packets , shellEhe11 dressings , an overover-over-

grown

over-

grown

over-

grown

¬-
grown first-aidfirstaid- packet , were checked.checked. Grenades , VeryVer-

ylights

Ove-

rnights

Ver-

ylights

Ove-

rnights

Ver-

ylights

Ove-

rnightslights and rockets erewere issued.issued. Each machine gun wsswaspsws-

sfurnished

wr, a ss-

furnished

f-

urnished

s-

furnished

f-

urnishedfurnished withithitch 3500 rounderoundsrounded tper> er DickersVickersTickers gun , there being-beingbeing-

CIS

bei-
ng

being-

four
bei-

ng
-

CIS(15)15CPIS( ) O'RyanORyanRyanO'Ryan-
p
ORyan-
p
Rya-
n

' four guns to the platoon.platoonpla.toon.. . (15)15( ) EachEa.ch. platoon of thethe-
p

th-
e

the-

rifle
st-

erile
the-

rifle
st-

erile
p 313

rifle companiescompa.nies. had, four Lewis guns , and numerousnumerou-

sfilled

nume-
rous

numerou-

sfilled

nume-
rous

numerou-

sfilled

nume-
rousfilled drums therefor.therefortherefore. Each comoanycomryanycompany was plentifullylentifullyplentifullys-

upplied
plenti-

fully
plentifullys-

upplied
plenti-

fully
lentifullys-

up
plentifu-

llysuppliedsup lied with handhsnd grenades , and the band section ,

which wasWB.SWBSBS. withwi th the rear echelon , hadha.d. the taskta.sk. of arminge.rmingermingtermingarming-

these

arm-
ing

e.rmin-

gthese

germi-

nates

arming-

these

arm-
ing

.

these grenadesgrene.desgrenedes. before they wererererare? sent forward.forward. It isis-

sad

dis-

suade

is-

sad

dis-

suade

is-

sad

dis-

suadesad to relate that the bandsmenba.ndsmen. were not over-enthusoverenthusover-enthus-enthuseoverenthus-

iastic
overenthus-

iastic
overenthus-

iastic

- ¬-

iasticiatric over thisthiethief additiona.ddition. to their duties.dutiesduties.-

A

dutie-
s

.

A forward signal oartypartyarty was to accompany thethe-

assault.

he-

adsail
the-

assault.

he-

adsail
the-

assault.

he-

adsailassault.assault. This party was composed of the RegimentalRegimental-

Signal

Regime-
ntals

Regimental-

Signal

Regime-
ntals

Regimental-

Signal

Regime-
ntalsSignal Officer , Lieutenant Page and 47 men of thethe-

Regimental

tem-

peramental

the-

Regimental

tem-

peramental

the-

Regimental

tem-

peramentalRegimental Signal Detachment , also a party of men fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe rifle companies who were to assist in carrying aa-

portion

a-

pportion

a-

portion

a-

pportion

a-

portion

a-

pportionportion of the four tons of signal equipmentequiequip mentmeant that hadbadhad-

been

ha-

dean

bad-

been

Ba-

den

had-

been

ha-

deanbeen issued to the regiment and a fair share of whichwhich-

seemed

whic-

hever

which-

seemed

whic-

hever

which-

seemed

whic-

heverseemed to be necessary to equip this forwardfor ardWard party.partyparty.-

They

pa-
rty

party.-

They

pa-
rty

party.-

They

pa-
rty

.

They had pigeons , five miles of wire , anda.nd. variousvarious-

methods

vari-
ous

various-

methods

vari-
ous

various-

methods

vari-
ousmethods for visual signaling , and were to keep inin-

contact

in-

constant

in-

contact

in-

constant

in-

contact

in-

constantcontact with regimental headquarters by these means.means.

(16)16( ) GSSG88GASES , (16)16(16)-
p

16-
p

( )
p 159

While these preparations were going onon-theontheonthe-
rear

ente-
rer

,, '- thethe-

rear

the-

reat

the-

rear

the-

reatrear echelon waewaswade endeavoring to forward hot rationsrations-

7
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from the "cookers"cookers" " kitchens several, or rolling , milesmiles-

in

moles-

kinin the rear.rear. Hot food containersconta.iners. , made on the generalgeneral-

principle

genea-

logical
general-

principle

genea-

logical
general-

principle

genea-

logicalprinciple of a thermos bottle , were filled with stewstew-

and

stew-

ard

stew-

and

stew-

ard

stew-

and

stew-

ardand sent forwardforward.,. !aterMaterafter , which wasw s scarcely to bebe-

found

be-

fouled

be-

found

be-

fouled

be-

found

be-

fouledfound in thisthi8 area in a drinkable condition , wasweewas-

shipped

w-
arship

wee-

shipped

was-

shipped

w-
arshipshipped forward in five gallon oetrolqetrolpetrol tins , and whenwhen-

the

whet-

her

when-

the

whet-

her

when-

the

whet-

herthe filling DartypartyArty hadbed neglected to clean out the gasogaso-gaogaso-

line

gaso-

line

gaso-

line

¬-

line , asBS they oftimeesoftie did , the contents wereere ntn0tn-tntnte-

xactly
ine-

xactly
n0t-

exactly

nte-

xactly
ine-

xactly

,,
-;)

exactly palatable , even to a thirsty man.man. The enemyenem-

yconstantly

enem-

yconstantly

enem-

yconstantlyconstantly maintainedm , intdint ineddined a heavyheevy, artillery fire on roadsrodsroods? ,

trenches , suspected assembly oointsoointjointsjoint andend on PC's.PCsPC'PC' a.a. AndAnd-

so

An-

doso theth ration parties hadhad.. a difficult taskta.sk. before them.themthem.-

The

ten-

th
them.-

The

ten-

th
them.-

The

ten-

th
.

The rationra.tion. limber of Headquarters CompanyComp llYally arrived.rrivedrrivedrived. withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe rear section missing , due to ee.aa. direct hit on it.itit.-

The

bi-

tted

it.-

The

bi-

tted

it.-

The

bi-

tted

.

The British limbers , madem ! de on the idea of ana-

nartillery

A-

marillo
a-

nartillery

A-

marillo
a-

nartillery

A-

marilloartillery limber and caisson , drawn by four horses ,

with drivers mounted on the near herpeshorpeshorseshopes , is an excellentexcellent-

vehicle
excel-

lent
excellent-

vehicle
excel-

lent
excellent-

vehicle
excel-

lentvehicle for travel over shot-scarredshotscarred- roads and shell-shellshell-

torn

Shel-

ton
shell-

torn

Shel-

ton
shell-

torn

Shel-

ton
-

torn areas.areas. Its main objection is its limited capacity.capacitycapacity.-

The

capac-
ity

.

The signal detachment , composed of one officerofficera-

nd
officer-

edand seventy-sixseventysix- men , ofo f the signal platoon ofo f HeadHead-Hea-

dquarters

Hea-

dquarters

Hea-

dquarters

¬-

quarters Company , and fifty-oddfiftyodd- men attached from thethe-

103d

the-

lOad

hel-

loed

the-

102d103dlOad102d Field Signal Battalion , had laid wire to brigadebrigade-

and

briga-
deand to the battalion P.C'sPCs. ' soon after arrival inin-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chisthis sector.sector. The arrival of the tanks cut what wirewire-

the

wrea-

the

wire-

the

wrea-

the

wire-

the

wrea-

thethe enemy shell had overlooked and the signalmen hadhad-

a

had-

g

ha-

d

ha-
gag. busy night.night. Blinkers could not be used to the rearrear-

on

reari-

ng

rear-

on

reari-

ng

rear-

on

reari-

ngon accountacoount of the visibility , which was nil.nil. TheTh-

eorderly

H-

erder
Th-

eorderly

H-

erder
Th-

eorderly

H-

erderorderly sectionseotion of Headquarters Company was not largelarge-

enough

large-

mouth

large-

enough

large-

mouth

large-

enough

large-

mouthenough to supply runners for regiment and battalionsbattalions-

under

battali-
ons

battalions-

under

battali-
ons

battalions-

under

battali-
onsunder the circumstancesciroumstances , so the Pioneer Platoon ofof-

Headquarters

of-

Headquarters

of-

HeadquartersHeadquarters CompanyOompany was inductedinduoted into serviceservioe to carrycarry-

messages

carry-

messages.

carry-

messages.messagesmessages.*. AsAI these men had been hand-pickedhandpickedhand-piokedpiokedpoked- for theirtheir-

8

'
,
:
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physique 3ndand.?' ,nd not for their mental capacity , they werewere-

not

wer-

en't

were-

not

wer-

en't

were-

not

wer-

en'tnot exactly a success.success. However , by the use of allall-

these

Ma-

ltese
all-

these

Ma-

ltese
all-

these

Ma-

ltesethese means , communication to the front and rear waswas-

never

wha-

tsoever

was-

never

wha-

tsoever

was-

never

wha-

tsoevernever delayed for any length of time.timetime.-

At

tim-

e
time.-

At

tim-

e
time.-

At

tim-

e
.

At 5:50550: AM on the morning of September 29 thethe-

barrrge

the-

barroge

the-

atergoer

the-

barrage

he-

arablebarrrgebarrogebarrage fell 1100 yards in advanceadv ncenice of the jump-offjumpoff- lineline-

and

line-

man

line-

and

line-

man

line-

and

line-

manand the assaultaseaulseal, t battalionsba.ttalions. moved forward , asasqerasperaskerCasperter-

schedule

to-

rched
per-

schedule

pre-

scheduled

--ter-qerqer-perpertearqueerqer-

schedule

pe-

rched
)

schedule , in several waves.waves. So thoroughly was thethe-

regiment

th-

erein
the-

regiment

th-

erein
the-

regiment

th-

ereinregiment imbued withithitch the spirit of trench warfare thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe battalionba.ttAlion. commanders, andB.ndBndBand. staffseta.ffeetaffetaffeta. remained in theirtheir-

P.

thei-
rP.P. Cfs.CfsC'e.CeC's.CsCuffs' . This left the direction of affairs to thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany commanders.commanders. The weather was foggy , visibilityvisibility-
poor

visibil-
itypoor , and, the ten per cent of smokeemoke in the barrageberragebarrage-

added

barra-
ged

berrage-

added

barra-
ged

barrage-

added

barra-
ged

,

added, to the troubles.troubles. The enemy counter-barragecounterbarrage- wentwent-

moetly

senti-

mentally(17)17( ) G38GSSGS8GASES , mostlymoetlymodestly over the assaultElS8Bult, waveswe.veswevesweaves. , (17)17( ) but the enemyenemy-
p

enem-
y

enemy-

me.chine
p 125

machineme.chinemechine. gunsgunsVereunversedwere\VereVereVerde\ betterbet tertear directed.directeddirected.-

When

direc-
ted

directed.-

When

direc-
ted

directed.-

When

direc-
ted

.

When the first wave arrived in the vicinity ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe enemy advanced postsposteposted , trouble started.started. BeingBeing-

without

Being-

wi

Bein-

g
Being-

withoutwithoutwi thouttout battalion commanders , the battalions broke upup-

into

pi-

nto
up-

into

pi-

nto
up-

into

pi-

ntointo companies , company commanders fell and the comcom-com-

panies

com-

panies

com-

panies

¬-

paniespansies broke up into platoons and the platoons up intointo-

groups

inte-

rlopes

into-

groups

inte-

rlopes

into-

groups

inte-

rlopesgroups , undernderender the well directed machine gun fire.fire. TheThe-

regiment

T-
herein

The-

regiment

T-
herein

The-

regiment

T-
hereinregiment was under-officeredunderofficeredunder-offlceredofflcered- when it took over , due toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe fact that so many officers had been ordered awayaway-

in

aw-
ay

away-

in

aw-
ay

away-

in

aw-
ayin the pursuitpursu1t of military11111 ta.rytarytarry. knowledge at the many andand-

varied

adv-

ertised

and-

varied

adv-

ertised

and-

varied

adv-

ertisedvaried schools maintained to teach war-farewarfarearfarewarfarecarfare- in itsits-

especial

int-

erspecies

its-

especial

int-

erspecies

its-

especial

int-

erspeciesespecial branches , and the officer casualties were heavyheavy-

from

hea-
vy

heavy-

from

hea-
vy

heavy-

from

hea-
vyfrom the start.start. This added to the disorganization.disorganizationdisorganization.-

The

disorganizati-
on

.

The advance signal party had its signal officerofficerw-

ounded
off-

icer
officerw-

ounded
off-

icer
officerw-

ounded
off-

icerwounded early in the action and a few well directeddireoteddirected-

shells
direc-

ted
direoted-

shells
direc-

ted
directed-

shells
direc-

tedshells completedoompleted the dispersion.dispersion.
,

The riflemen slunkslunk-

away

slu-
nk

slunk-

away

slu-
nkaway to join their companiesoompanies and the signalmen droppeddroppe-

dtheir

drop-
ped

droppe-

dtheir

drop-
ped

droppe-

dtheir

drop-
pedtheir burdens.burdens. There isi s no recordreoord of their havinghaving-

9

having-
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functioned as signalmen , but mostmo at ouehedpushedcouched on andA.nd. tooktook-

some

toils-

ome

took-

some

toils-

ome

took-

some

toils-

omesome part in the assault.assaultassault.-

The

assa-
ult

.

The accompanying tanks for the 108thloath InfantryInfantry-

had

Infantryh-

a.d
Infant-

ryhadha.d. been increased to fifteen after the conference.conferenceconference.-

These

confere-
nce

conference.-

These

confere-
nce

conference.-

These

confere-
nce

.

These were from the 301st30lst American Tank BattalionBattalionC-

ompany
Batta-

lion
BattalionC-

ompany
Batta-

lion
BattalionC-

ompany
Batta-

lionCompany A.A. They were British Mark VIT star tanks.tanks. AsAs-

the

As-

her

As-

the

As-

her

As-

the

As-

herthe tank coroscorpscoos understood their instructions they werewere-

to

where-

to

were-

to

where-

to

were-

to

where-

toto pick up the infantry at zero minus one hour andand-

accompany

An-

aconda
and-

accompany

An-

aconda
and-

accompany

An-

acondaaccompany them to the intended startst rt line.line. If thethe-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nantinfantry was not ready to move the tanksta.nks. were to nushoushhushmushpushnush-

forward

oush-

forward

hush-

forwardforward to the intended start line alone.alone. On arrivalarrival-

the

arriv-
althe tankst nkBkB found thatth t the line originally designateddesignated-

as

designat-
edas, the start line for September 29 had been changed.changedchanged.-

So

change-

d
.

So the tanks pushed forward to carry out their orders.ordersorders.-

As

orde-
rs

.

As a result the tanks passed over the 108th1sloeth'sloeths109th'109thcloths' s startstart-

line

start-

ling
start-

line

start-

ling
start-

line

start-

lingline some time before the zero hourbourbourn , 5:50550: AAM?1 and werewere-

on

where-

on

were-

on

where-

on

were-

on

where-

onon their way toward the main positionpo itionIlion when the barragebarrage-

fell.
barra-

ge
barrage-

fell.
barra-

ge
barrage-

fell.
barra-

gefell.fell. ConsequentlyOonsequently , the tanks were without infantryinfantry-

support
infa-

ntry
infantry-

support
infa-

ntry
infantry-

support
infa-

ntrysupport and fought a little war of their own.own. TwoTw-

otanks

Tw-

eaks

Tw-

otanks

Tw-

eaks

Tw-

otanks

Tw-

eakstanks hit land mines whichhichhitch the British had planted andand-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

heldhad forgotten to mention.mention. Others were put out ofof-

action

ol-

faction

of-

action

ol-

faction

of-

action

ol-

factionaction by the enemy artillery or anti-tankantitank- defenses ,

five reached the main defenses of the HindenburgHindenberg Line ,

and but two were functioning as dusk fell.fell. The smokesmoke-

and

smo-

ke
smoke-

and

smo-

ke
smoke-

and

smo-

keand fog added to their difficulties and the lack ofof-

infantry

p-

oignant

of-

infantry

p-

oignant

of-

infantry

p-

oignantinfantry support prevented their effective use inin-

holding

in-

haling

in-

holding

in-

haling

in-

holding

in-

halingholding the ground that they had so manfully gained.gainedgained.-

One

gain-
ed

.

One of the tank officersoffioers describeddesoribed their part of thethe-

operation

the-

orization

the-

operation

the-

orization

the-

operation

the-

orizationoperation as "AA" 1 hell of a mess from start to finish"finish" .

(18)18( ) Harrison (18)18( )

To return to the regiment.regiment. The 3dad2d Battalion ,

in its advanceadvanoe , hadbad the strongpointstandpoint of Quennemont FarmrarmrearmFarm-

10

rarm-

10
.

, -10-10- 10-

I'

10-

I

10-

functioned

-
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on itsit s left flank.flank. This delayed the advancea.dvance. almostalmost-

from

alm-
ost

almost-

from

alm-
ost

almost-

from

alm-
ostfrom the jumo-off.jumooff.jump-off.jumpjumbooff- . It is notn0t known whether QuennemontQuennemont-

FarmFarm waswesWp s takentaken", ," out'out' not moppedmo-ppedmoppedpeed- upup"," or whether thethe-

entire
th-

eatre
the-

entire
th-

eatre
the-

entire
th-

eatreentire battalion infiltrated around it to the south.southsouth.-

In

outthi-

nk

.

In eitherei therether casecase"case," Quennemont, FarmFa.rm. held uo1"010u-ouo' "- the AustraliansAustra.lieneAustralieneAustralianAustralians-

in

Austra.liene-

in

Australia-
ns

Australia-
n

.

in their advance Interlaterl tertear and we? s taken by'by
' them and comcom-co-

mpletely

co-

mletely

com-

pletely

com-

mo

co-

mo

¬-

pletelyletelypolitelylately", ) momoopedmopedDpedopedDopedcoped u"uU'u-.D.u.D.'-
,.

":)> . ComoanyCompany EE"E," undoubtedly thet'he' bestbes-

trifle

bes-

tride
bes-

trifle

bes-

tride
bes-

trifle

bes-

triderifle corn-oanycornoanyconroanycornnanyanyconfrontcorona- in the regimentregiment"," functioned veilvrellwellreel underLlnderLanderunder-

the

uneart-

hed

Llnde-

rthe

Lan-
der

under-

the

uneart-

hedthe commandcomm nd of LieutenantLieutene.ntLieutenent. Brown andF.ndFndFend.
: itsit s losses10 ssesseesssesrreI'essesrreIesecrecieswere-rreI'erreI'erreIemereretiewere-

the

wri-

the

mere-

the

mer-

est

-rreI'-

eth

rreIe-

th

rebir-

th

'

theth smallest in the battalion.battalionatta.lion.attalion) . . It formed a nucleusnucleus-

for
nucle-

us
nucleus-

for
nucle-

us
nucleus-

for
nucle-

usfor the by nownor , almost disorganizedclisorscissor anizedaniseed battalion.battalionbattbatty , lion.lion. HoweverEovEco evelbevel J,J-

the

T-

hethe battalion advanced , by one means or another , werewere-

joined
wh-

ereon
wer-

ejoi

we-

re
were-

joined
wh-

ereonjoinedjoijoie e later in thetbetube dayda.y. by tlttethetotee AustraliansAustralianE'AustralianEAustralian ' in tLeirtlJeirtheirTylertLeir-

advance

tlJeir-

advance

theira-

dvanceadvance , andpndpond by dusk , the remnants , withvoitl1 some AustraAustra-AustriaAustra-

lians
Austr-

ali

Austra-

lia

AustFaust ra-rara-

liens
al-

iens
¬-

lianslienslianasli ns , "rerererewerpwereraretwerp" estpbliehedestablishedesta stE.blstEblstele. blishedblushedi shed alongalonf TopalOpal LaneLeneLeone andn in thethe-

IS

thI-

S
the-

mein

the-

rein(19)19( IS ) O'RyanORyanO'RYBIlORYBIlRyanMorbidlyO'RYBIl-
P

ORYBIl-
P
0'0' Ryan mainmeinmien, trenches south of Bony (19)19( ) ,. connectingconnecticonnect ng upups withwith-
o

with-
p

wit-
h

1r1, thth-

the

thi-

ther
oP 910810810-

ao

the 3d2d Battalion of the 119thl19th InfantryInfInfo ntryentry 30th Division ,

whichhichhitch waswee also in the main line , couthrouthsouthruth of Bony andan-

dpartly

ant-

iparty

and-

pRrtly

ad-

roitly
an-

dpartly

ant-

ipartypartlypRrtly in the sector of the 108th.108thIDeth.IDethDeath. The 30th DivisionDivision-

had

Divisio-

nalhad made more rapid progress in their zone of advanceadvance-

from

advan-
cer

advance-

from

advan-
cer

advance-

from

advan-
cerfrom the beginning and hadhedheed aided the 2d BattalionBatt81ion ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 108thloath by thisth11 forwardforwa.rd. movement.movementmovement.-

The

movem-

ent

.

The 3d Battalion , on the leftleft"left," Jiadha.dhad.hadJihad,
. . hardhe.rdherd. goinggoing-

from

goi-
ng

going-

from

goi-
ng

going-

from

goi-
ngfrom the beginning.beginning. GuillemontGuillemot Farm , on their leftleft-

front

effe-

rent
left-

front

effe-

rent
left-

front

effe-

rentfront andB.ndBndBand. Quennemont Farm to their right , sprayed themthem-

with

there-

with

them-

with

there-

with

them-

with

there-

withwith heavy machine gun fire.fire. Unable to captureoapturecapture-

Ouillemont

oapture-

Guillemont

capture-

GuillemontOuillemontGuillemontGuillemot Farmrarmrearm , they began to shove forward up DirkDirk-

Valley

Diu-

rnally(20)20( ao ) QSSGSSG8SASSGASES p 131 Valley (20)20( ) , between QuillemontGulllemontGuillemontGuillemot andB.ndBndBand. Quennemont Farms.FarmsFarms.-

On

Ars-
on

Farms.-
I

Fars-
i

Farms.-

On

Ars-
on

Farms.-

On

Ars-
on

.
I

On arrival in this valley , they were under fire fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe main position at Bony.Bony. Unable to advanceadvanoe againstagains-

tthis

agai-
nst

agains-

tthis

agai-
nst

agains-

tthis

agai-
nstthis fire , and unable to retreat , if they so desired ,

by the fire from the two farms , they were immobilizedimmobilized-

and

immobiliz-

edand there remained until the Australians mopped upup-

11

up-

11-11-11- 11-

IS

11-

on

-



Quennemont Farm rndandrend joined them laterlRteralter on in the day.dayday-

.Guillemont

day-

.Guillemont

day-

.Guillemont

.

GuillemontGuillemot Farm wasw .ss. not taken until September 30th.30th30th.-

The

30th-

The

30th.-

The

30th-

The

30th.-

The

30th-

The

.

The 1st Battalion , following in close supportsupnort ,

advanced abouta.bout. 400 yardsya.rds. andB.ndBndBand. wasvas then haltedhal ted by enemyenem-

yfire

ene-
my

enem-

yfire

ene-
my

enem-

yfire

ene-
myfire , mostly machine gun , from both GuillemontGuillemot andand-

uennemont

ad-

enine
and-

uennemont

ad-

enine
and-

uennemont

ad-

enine( uennemonttenement Farms , andBndBand remained in a defensive oopitionnopitionopinionnopition-

Along

notati-
onal

po E itionIlion
(21)21( ) GSSGASES , p 129 along, that line.line. (31)31(31)-

The

31T-

he
( '?31)3131)-

The

31-

The

1)11)-

The

1-

The

)

The general position in the afternoon was this ,

the 2d Battalion to the south of Quennemont Farm andand-

in

band-

ing

and-

in

band-

ing

and-

in

band-

ingin the main line south of Bony.Bony. The 3d BattalionBattelionBattalion-

mostly
Batta-

lion
Battelion-

mostly
Batta-

lion
Battalion-

mostly
Batta-

lionmostly up Dirk Valley , held up by fire from G-uillemontGuillemontGul11emontGuillemontguillemotGuillemont-

Farm

Gul11emont-

Farm

Guille-
mot

-

Farm and Bony , and the 1stlet BattalionBRtte.1ionBRtte1ion. to the west , cutcut-

off

cut-

off

cut-

offoff from the assault andend immobilized by fire fromfrom-

Guillemont
fr-

agile
from-

Gui11emont

from-

Guillemont
fr-

agileGuillemontGui11emontGuillemot and Quennemont Farms.Farms. It might be statedstated-

here

stat-
ed

stated-

here

stat-
ed

stated-

here

stat-
edhere thattht? both thesetbesebeset farmsfe.rmsfermsferns. anda.nd. also Bony , were nothingn'ithingnithingn-thingnthingnothing-

but

n'ithing-

but

nithing-

but

nthing-

but
nothi-

ng
'- ,

but ruins at this time , all heavily entrenched andand-

surrounded

un-

derground

and-

surrounded

un-

derground

and-

surrounded

un-

dergroundsurrounded by machine gun emplacements.emplacementsemple.cementemplecementemplacementemplacements.-

One

emplaceme-

nts

. s.ss-

.One

s-

onnet

.

One one-pounderonepounderponder- section received a direct hithit-

from

shir-

tfront

hit-

from

shir-

tfront

hit-

from

shir-

tfrontfrom a H.H. E.E. early in the action.action. The gun was notnot-

damaged

ent-

angled

not-

damaged

ent-

angled

not-

damaged

ent-

angleddamaged , but the crew were nearlynee..rlyneerly. . all casualties.casualties. TheTh-

etrench

Th-

eatre
Th-

etrench

Th-

eatre
Th-

etrench

Th-

eatretrench mortar sections fired practically no shots.shots. TheTh-

edistance

He-

sitance
Th-

edistance

He-

sitance
Th-

edistance

He-

sitancedistance , either was too greatgregore tJ, or else some officer ,

prevented the sergeant , section chief , from firing ,

being of the opinion that this firing would mean moremore-

enemy

Mo-

reno

more-

enemy

Mo-

reno

more-

enemy

Mo-

renoenemy fire in retaliation.retaliation. Later , a composite one-oneone-

pounder

con-

founder

one-

pounder

con-

founder

one-

pounder

con-

founder

-

pounderponder trench-mortartrenchmortar- section was formed under LieutenantLieutenant-

Brecht

Lieute-
nant

Lieutenant-

Brecht

Lieute-
nant

Lieutenant-

Brecht

Lieute-
nantBrechtBreech , of Headquarters CompanyOompany , but wasas organized tootoo-

late

toi-

lette

too-

late

toi-

lette

too-

late

toi-

lettelate to be of any real use before darkness fell.fellfell.-

The

fe-
ll

fell.-

The

fe-
ll

fell.-

The

fe-
ll

.

The platoons of the machineme.chinemechine. gun company attachedattaohedattached-

to

attaohed-

to

attache-

dto the three battalions functionedfunotioned well and aidedaided-

greatly

aided-

greatly

aided-

greatlygreatly in maintaining the defensive positions whenwhe-

norganized.

whe-

norganized.

whe-

norganized.organized.organized. The enemy were not backwardbaokward in launchinglaunching-

counterattacks

launching-

counterattaoks

launching-

counterattackscounterattackscounterattaoks and the afternoon was spent mostly inin-

13

in-

12

in-

i

min-

i

in-

12i -13-13-12-12- 13-

(21)
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repulsing-repulsingrepulsine'repulsinerepulsionrepulsingthem.repulsing-' them.them. Herein the machineJn8chine guns aided greatly.greatlygrea.tly.greatly.-

Information

grea.tly-

.Information

greatly.-

Information

. .

Information from the front to regimental headhead-head-

quarters

head-

quarters

head-

quarters

¬-
quarters FaswasFaso very meager , being brought mostly byby-

wounded

b-

eyond
by-

wounded

b-

eyond
by-

wounded

b-

eyondwounded on their way to the rear.rear, . So thattha.t. the IntelliIntelli-IntelIntellig-

ence

Intellig-

ence

Intellig-

ence
¬-

gencegene Section of Headquarters CompanyComnanyConan waewaswadew e sent forwardforward-

with
forw-

ard
forward-

ith
forwa-

rd
forward-

with
forw-

ardwithithitch aa.. definite miseionmission to locate our own elements andand-

report.

A-

ndre
and-

report.

A-

ndre
and-

report.

A-

ndrereport.report. By dusk the report T&BTBv a& s in and checked byby-

messages

by-

mese

b-
yes

by-

messagesmessagesmesemessed .gesgesgees. from the various groutgrouTJSgroupsgrouTS> e andRndRand from the AustralianAustralian-

trooos

Australian-

trooDs

Austra-
lian

Australian-

troops
Austra-

liantroo-ostrooostrooDstroopstrooprooDs- who hpdhadphd gone through.throughtbrough.tbroughtroughthrough.-

By

tbrough.-

By

throu-
gh

troug-

h
.

By the afternoon2.fternoon2fternoon. the apsaulta.BsaulaBsaulassault. t hadhe.dhedha.dheed. degenerateddegenera.teddegenerated-

into

degenera.ted-

into

degenera-
ted

.

into a series of combats by variousva.riouevarioue. grouosgrouDsgroupsgrounds , some tryingtrying-

to

tryin-
gto advanceadvence, andfndfend) , some endeavoringendea.voring'.

' to repel counterattacks.counterattackscounterattacks.S-

ome

counteratta-
cks

counterattcounteract cks.ckskscks.-

Some

McK-

esson

.

Some of the groups had contact to the front and rearrear-

and

rear-

ed
reara-

.nd

rearra-

nge

rear-

and

rear-

edanda.nd. some were almost entirely cut off.offoff.-

This

fif-

ths
off.-

Thie

off-

-line

off.-

This

fif-

ths
.

ThisThieThief was the situation until the 3d AustralianAustralian-

Division
Austr-

alian
Australian-

Division
Austr-

alian
Australian-

Division
Austr-

alianDivision arrived.arrived. They crossed the start line at 7:007007:00A-

M.

700A-

M

7:00A-

M.

700A-

M

:

(22)22( ) GSSGASES , p 126 AM.AM. (32)32(22)22( ) Many points passedpa.ssed. over by the 108thlOath tryingtrying-

to

tryin-
gto catch up withwi th the elusiveeluaibeluga ve barrageba.rrage. , had been re-rere-

garrisoned

re-

arrested
re-

garrisoned

re-

arrested
re-

garrisoned

re-

arrested
-

garrisoned by the enemy and had to be retakenreteken by thethe-

Australians.

te-

arstains
the-

Australians.

te-

arstains
the-

Australians.

te-

arstainsAustralians.Australians. With four years of experience in trenchtrench-

warfare

tren-
cher

trench-

warfare

tren-
cher

trench-

warfare

tren-
cherwarfare behind them , they moppedmopped. .. utu-uuinruinup- > in excellent shapeshape-

and

sharpe-

ned

shape-

and

sharpe-

ned

shape-

and

sharpe-

nedand slowly worked forward , gaining contact with thethe-

scattered

tel-

ecaster
the-

scattered

tel-

ecaster
the-

scattered

tel-

ecasterscattered groups of the 108th.108thlOath.lOath. In most cases thethe-

Americans

th-

eatricals

the-

Americans

th-

eatricals

the-

Americans

th-

eatricalsAmericans joined up with the depleted Australian comcom-com-

panies

com-

panies

com-

panies

¬-

paniespansies and AussiesAussie and Americans moved forward together.togethertogether.-

At

togeth-
er

.

At about 11:001100: AMAU , a message had been receivedreceived-

from

receiv-
ed

received-

from

receiv-
ed

received-

from

receiv-
edfrom brigade , stating that the air force reported thatthat-

about

there-

about

that-

about

there-

about

that-

about

there-

aboutabout a battalion of GermansGermens were in OouyGouyGouty dressed eithereither-

in
eith-

er(33)33(23)23( ) O'RyanORyanRyanO'Ryan-
P
ORyan-
P
Rya-
n

' in American or British uniforms.uniforms. (33)33(23)23( ) This later provedproved-

to

prove-

dp

prove-

d
rovedroved-

to

rove-

d
P 307 ; '

Harrison to be a battalion of the 107th , who were laterlater'later'rescued.laterrescuedclatterersrescued.rescuedrescued.-

The

rescu-

ed
rescued.-

The

rescu-

ed
rescued.-

The

rescu-

ed
.

The combinedoombined Australian-AmericanAustralianAmerican- attack continuedoontinuedcontinue-

dall

oontinue-

dall

continu-

edall afternoon.afternoon. Quennemont Farmrarmrearm was mopped up , but BonyBony-

and

Ban-

yan

Bony-

and

Ban-

yan

Bony-

and

Ban-

yanand OuillemontGuillemontGuillemot Farm still held out at dusk.dusk. The lineline-

13

line-

13

,

-13-13- 13-

(22)

1-
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thattha.t. night I, held by both Americans and Australians ,

ranrenOren about GuillemontGulllemontGuillemot Trench - Claymore Trench - A

20 central, - A 3121 central - south alongalonalone ; the Hinden-HindenHiddenHinden-

(24)

Hinde-

n24

Hinden-

burg

Hinden-

berg

Hinden-

(24)

Hinde-

n24

-
(24)24( ) GSSGASESGSS-

p
Goss-

ip

burg Line.Line. (24)24(24)-
P

24-
P

(24)-

The

24-
The

( )

P 132
The nio-htniohtnightno- of September S9-30S93029-3029- waswes marked byby-

heavy

bi-

yearly

by-

heavy

bi-

yearly

by-

heavy

bi-

yearlyheavy enemy shell fire , even worse thanth n tirettethetote precedingpreceding-

night.

preced-
ing

preceding-

night.

preced-
ingnight.night. And the enemy had a8.8a.. large, supply of sneezingsneezing-

gas
sneezi-

nggas shells that he waswws s using'using' without any regard to gasgas-

tactics.

ga-

lactic
gas-

tactics.

ga-

lactic
gas-

tactics.

ga-

lactictactics.tactics. HieHisHide artillery functioned all nirhtnightmirthni ht , destroyingdestroying-

our

destroyi-
ngour wire communicationscommunication8 time after time , and the signalsignal-

detachment

signal-

detachment

signal-

detachmentdetachment , already depleted by the loseloss of the advanceadvance-

party
adva-

nce
advance-

party
adva-

nce
advance-

party
adva-

nceparty , had difficulty in keeping the lines open.open. AtAt-

one

At-

one

At-

oneone time the AustralianAustra.1ianAustra1ian. lieutenant I, who hadhe.dhedheed. beenbeen-

borrowed

been-

borrowed

been-

borrowedborrowed to replace our signal officer , himself tooktook-

a

too-

ka , repair kit and went out to repair the wire , as therethere-

was

Hebr-

ews

there-

as

there-

sawas"as-as- no other personnel available.availableavailable.-

About

availa-
ble

available.-

About

availa-
ble

available.-

About

availa-
ble

.

About midnight , September 29-30293029-301301- , the 3d AustralianAustralian-

Division
Austr-

alian(25)25( ) GSSGASESGSS-

P

GOSS-

IP

Division took over the division sector.sector. (25)25( ) TheThe-
p

Th-
e

Th-

eAustralian

T-
earstain

p 133
Australian division moved forwardforwB.rdforwBrd. againage.inageinageing. the followingfollowing-

morning
follo-

wing
following-

morning
follo-

wing
following-

morning
follo-

wingmorning , SeotemberSeptember 30 , accompanied by practicallypracticEllly allall-

of

alo-

of

all-

of

alo-

of

all-

of

alo-

ofof the unwounded 108th whoho were with them.them. ThisThis-

assault

This-

assaultassault wasWB.SWBSBS. finally successful on October 3 , but comescomes-

under

cons-

umer

comes-

under

cons-

umer

comes-

under

cons-

umerunder the operations of the 3d Australian Division.DivisionDivision.-

On

Divisi-
on

.

On OctoberOct berbeer 1 , the 108th Infantry was withdra.wnwithdrawnwithdrawn-

to

withdraw-

n
.

(26)26( ) 0RyanO'RyanORyanRyanO'O!' RyanRyan-
p

Rya-
n

to the PeronneProne Area.Area. (26)26( ) Those officers and men whowho-
p

who-

had

wh-

oa
p 343

had advanced with the Australians were allowed to remainremain-

with

rem-
ain

remain-

with

rem-
ain

remain-

with

rem-
ainwith them until the operation was over.over. It was severalseveral-

days

sever-
alty

several-

days

sever-
alty(27)27( ) QSSaSSGSSIGOSSIPGSSI-

P
GOSS-
IP

, days before they rejoined.rejoined. (27)27(27)-
p

27-
p

(27)-

The

27T-

he
(27)-

The

27T-

he
( )

p 133
The losses in thisth18 operation of the 108thl08th were

23 officers and 900 men.men. They captured 16 GermanGerma-

nofficers
Gra-

tifies
Germa-

nofficers
Gra-

tifies(28)28( ) O'RyanORyanRyanO'Ryan-
p
ORyan-
p
Rya-
n

' officers , 594 men , besides much material.material. (28)28(28)-
p

28-
p

(28)-

Opposing

28O-

pposing

(28)-

Opposing

28O-

pposing

( )

p 316
Opposing the 27th Division were the followingfollowing-

units
follow-

ing
following-

units
follow-

ing
following-

units
follow-

ingunits of the German IV Corps , 54th Division , 121st12lst121st-

14-14-14- 14-

(24)

1-

424

14-

that

-
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Division , 3d2d Guard Division , 333d232d Division , 185th185th-

Division(29)29( 29)29) HQ 3727 DivD iv , Division and 75th Division.Division. (39)39(29)29(39)-
P

39-
P

(29)-
p

29-
p

(29)-

CRITICISM

29C-

RITICISM

( )

P 3

CRITICISM BY THE AUTHORAUTHO-

RThere

Autho-

rizer

AUTHO-

RThere

Autho-

rizer

AUTHO-

RThere

Autho-

rizerThere is a great deal to criticize in thisthis-

operation.

this-

operation.

this-

operation.operation.operation. But , it is difficult in some cases , toto-

find

co-

ffined

to-

find

co-

ffined

to-

find

co-

ffinedfind the correct solutions.solutionssolutions.-

The

solutio-
ns

.

The failure of the 106thl06th to take its objectivesobjectives-

on

objectiv-
eson September 3727 made many difficulties.difficulties. Could not thethe-

preliminary
t-

herein
the-

preliminary
t-

herein
the-

preliminary
t-

hereinpreliminary operation on September 3727 have been includedincluded-

as

includ-
edas a , pertpa.rtpartpast. of the mainma.in. operation on SeotemberSe'OtemberSeptember' 3929 , thusthus-

giving

thus-

giving

thus-

givinggiving the division a stronger force with which toto-

attack

st-

omata

to-

attack

st-

omata

to-

attack

st-

omataattack ? It seems a justifiable criticism.criticism. The attackattack-

on

attac-

k
attMatt ckck-

on

c-

onon September 3727 wasW 8 a niecemealpiecemeal operationmadeoperationaloperation , made by aa-

weak

w-

eak

a-

weak

w-

eak

a-

weak

w-

eakweak force on too large a8 front , violating the PrinciplePrinciple-

of

Principl-
eo

Princip-
leofo f Mass.Mass. A British divisiondi vi sionscion hedhadheed alreadyalrea.dy. hammered threethree-

times

threes-

omes

three-

times

threes-

omes

three-

times

threes-

omestimes at these advancedBdvanced, posts and had each time , beenbeen-

driven

be-
nder

been-

driven

be-
nder

been-

driven

be-
nderdriven back.backbeck.beck, . The only reasonrea.son. for this attack that cancan-

be

ca-

ne

can-

be

ca-

ne

can-

be

ca-

nebe deduced , is the obsession ofoff the BritishEriEric ti sh High CommandComma.ndComman-

dfor

Comma.n-

dfor

Comma-

ndo

.

for a straight line for the jump-offjumpoff- and the possibilitypossibility-

that

possibilityt-

ha.t
possibil-

itythattha.t. the barrage table would have to be refigured.refiguredprefiguredrefigured.-

Neither

prefig-
ured

refigured.-

Neither

prefig-
ured

refigured.-

Neither

prefig-
ured

.

Neither of these objections will hold much water.waterwater.-

Then

Wate-

rgate

water.-

Then

Wate-

rgate

water.-

Then

Wate-

rgate

.

Then , should not the barrage, have been laid downdown-

on

downt-

ownon the startsts.rtstsrt. line , irrespective of the groups of thethe-

106th

the-

l06th

the-

106th106thl06th , alive or wounded , in its front ? These groupsgroups-

were

group-

ware

groups-

were

group-

ware

groups-

were

group-

warewere exaggerated as to strength , but mostmoet generalsgenerals-

would

gene-
rals

generals-

would

gene-
rals

generals-

would

gene-
ralswould hesitate , and justly , before subjecting theirtheiro-

wn

there-

on
theiro-

wn

there-

on
theiro-

wn

there-

onown men to the fire of their own barrage.barragebarrage.-

The

barra-
ge

.

The advance of the tanks prior to the infantryinfantry-

was

infant-
rywas a sad mistake , depriving both the tanks of thethe-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nantinfantry support and the infantry of the use of thethe-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

akstanks to crush strongpointsetrongpo1ntsstandpoints , cut wire and to putput-

machine

out-

matching

put-

maohine

U-

tahan
put-

machine

out-

matchingmachinemaohine gun nests out of commission.commission. This was apparentlyapparently-

15
' . ' . . ., . . "
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due to the failure of the tank commandercomma.nder. to receivereceive-

the

recei-
vethe prooerironerproperpro er instructions.instructionsinstructions.-

The

instructio-
ns

.

The PrincipleFrinciple of SurpriseSurprise'wasSurprisewasSurprise'

was entirely absent.absentabfent.abfentabsent.-

The

abse-
nt

abfent.-

The

abett-

ed
absent.-

The

abse-
nt

.

The 106th1sl06th'sl06ths106th'106th' s attack , followed by the forty-eifortyeiforty-eight-hourfortyeighthourfortyeighthourbo-

mbardment

fortyeighthourbo-

mbardment

- ht-hourhthourhthourb-

ombardment

-

bombardment warnedrarnedrearmed the enemyenemenema r that somethimBornethisomethin--somethinsomethingBonnetsomethinerassometimen -- '- wasvraeerasrae goinggoing-

to

goin-

g
go ingKinging-

to

int-

oto hapthapapthappen> en , if he did not alreadylreRdyleery have some knowledgeknowledge-

about

knowledge-

a.bout

knowledg-

eableabouta.bout,. it.it. The British aira.ir. force reported much enemyenem-

yactivity

enem-

yactivity

enem-

yactivityactivity prior to the attack.attackattMatt ck.ck. Then the too-fertoofertoo-farfarfear- inin-

advance

hi-

ndrance

in-

Rdvance

hi-

ndrance

in-

advance

hi-

ndranceadvanceRdvance barrage , followedfo1lowed by the tanks warned himhim-

exactly

ine-

xactly
him-

exactly

ine-

xactly
him-

exactly

ine-

xactlyexactly when the attackpttack was1/I'p.s1Ip.s1I'p.sIpsrasVIPsGras, / ' . to occur.occuroccur.-

The

occ-
ur

occur.-

The

occ-
ur

occur.-

The

occ-
ur

.

The mustard gas used in the bombardment seemedseemed-

to

seem-

edto have no particular effect.effecteffect-

.It

effe-
ct

.

It is believed that a coordinated attack withwith-

tanks

with-

stands

with-

tanks

with-

stands

with-

tanks

with-

standstanks and infantry from the jump-offjumpoff- line , with aa-

barrage

b-

arrage
a-

barrage

b-

arrage
a-

barrage

b-

arragebarrage startingsta.rting. as, it did , 1100 yards in advance , butbut-

T'ith

but-

Tith
b-

utt
but'-

f'rith

but-

frith

bet-

roth

but-

rrith

bu-

rritoT'ithTith'f'rithfrithrrithTithefrothwrithe' ' ' longerlon }: er halts , wouldwould. ., haveha.ve. been more successful.successfulsuccessful.-

An

successf-
ul

.

An equal force of Australians , in placeplece, of the batbat-bat-

talion

bat-

talion

bat-

talion

¬-

taliontalon from the 106thl06th for moppers-upmoppersupmoper- would have cleanedcleaned-

up

clean-
edup the dug-outsdugouts- and shelters overlooked by the lessleesless-

experienced

lees-

experienced

less-

experiencedexperienced Americans and would have prevented the firefiref-

rom
fore-

front

firef-

rom
fore-

front

firef-

rom
fore-

frontfrom the flanks that held up the following elements ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe assault.assaultassault.-

As

assau-

lt
.

As to the operations of the 108thl08th proper.proper. ThisThis-

was

Th-

is
This-

was

Th-

is
This-

was

Th-

iswas not a trench raid , but an advance to take , holdhold-

and

Holl-

and

hold-

and

Holl-

and

hold-

and

Holl-

andand consolidate , andBndBand, every battalion .commandercommander., shouldshould-

have

shoul-

d've

should-

have

shoul-

d've

should-

have

shoul-

d'vehave been with his command directing the attack.attackattaok.attaok. TheThe-

only

Tho-

rnily

The-

only

Tho-

rnily

The-

only

Tho-

rnilyonly supervision possiblepoes1 bleable from the battalionbe.ttalionbettalion. P.0fsP0fsP.O'POP.C'PCP.0fs-

was

P0fs-

was

. ' ss-

was

s-

wabs

s-

was

s-

wabswas by runner and as a consequence the battalionbattalionc-

ommanders
batt-

alion
battalionc-

ommanders
batt-

alion
battalionc-

ommanders
batt-

alioncommanders exercised no controloontrol over their battalions.battalionsbattalions.-

Battalion
batta-

lions
battalions.-

Battalion
batta-

lions
battalions.-

Battalion
batta-

lions
.

Battalion commandersoommanders are chosen , presumably , for theirtheir-

larger
her-

bage
their-

larger
her-

bage
their-

larger
her-

bagelarger knowledge and experience and this knowledge andand-

16

and-

16

and-

16-16-16- 167-
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-
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experience necessary forfOTfont the DroperproperDropper accomplishmentaccomlisbmenta.ccom.liaccomliaccompli.,

., ) sbmentsubnet ofof-

their

o-

ther
of-

their

o-

ther
of-

their

o-

thertheir mission TTPrrBwasHTTPrr: notnotheremothered'herehere/herewhere?"]' '/ it couldc uldauld be of use "'henhenrhenrhen-

required.

rea-

cquired

'hen-

required.

hen-

required

enr-

aptured

'hen-

required.

hen-

required

enr-

aptured

'

required.required. The battclionbattalionbattbatty linOlin() commandersconiianderscoriandersCOlT.COlT . , F'.ndersFndersFenders'
., couldcoulcould. . have , ifif-

present

inf-

lorescent

if-

present

inf-

lorescent

if-

present

inf-

lorescent,present , coordinated their coTLnpndecommendscolonnadecom:1ncom1n: : ? s and uade.118.de118.de118demadeJude., . efforts toto-

move

co-

mmove

to-

move

co-

mmove

to-

move

co-

mmovemove forward thatth8t rere"ereerewererare" impossibleimDossible under the circumstances.circumstancescircumsta.nces.circumstances.-

The

circumsta.nces.-

The

circumstan-
ces

. .

The absence of thptbpthehpbp battalionba.ttnlionbattnlionbA.ttbAttbatty. lion commanderscOl1lm1nderscom-iand.erscomiand.ersAnders- [ . is orobably.JTobablyJTobablyprobablyTonally. thethe-

feature

tem-

perature

the-

feature

tem-

perature

the-

feature

tem-

peraturefeature most deeervindeservinde ervintErin_;: of criticism in thethepere.tionetemperateness; )
-oeretionsreratione-pere.tionepere.tioneerectionsrecreationperceptionoeretions-

of

reratione-

of

pere.tione-

of
erectio-

ns
recreati-

on

operati-
on

) .

of the 108thlOath Infantry.InfantryInfantry.-

Failure
Infa-

ntry
Infantry.-

Fa.iluTe
Infa-

ntry
Infantry.-

Failure
Infa-

ntry
.

FailureFa.iluTeFailuTe. to mop up is explained by two facts.factsfacts.-

One

fats-
oes

facts.-

One

fats-
oes

facts.-

One

fats-
oes

.

One , the desire to catch urup> with that will-o-the-willothewillotheispwill-o-the-wispwillothewispoilcloth- - - isplisp ,

the barrage and the other , lack of training and exex-

perience

ex-exex-

perience

ex-

perience

¬-

perienceprince , mostly lack of experience.experience. And experience ,

in this case , as in many others , is the best teacher.teacherteacher.-

The

teach-
er

.

The smoke and fog precluded much use of thethe-

onepounders

te-

lephones
the-

onepounders

te-

lephones
the-

onepounders

te-

lephonesone-poundersonepoundersponders- andend trench mortars at the beginning.beginningbeginnin. EeingBeingEyeingEeing-

in

Being-

in

Bein-
gi

Eyei-
ng

Bingi-

ng

Bein-
gini n sections , commandedcornmanded, by sergeants , oooortunitiesopportunitieso portuniportion ties toto-

fire

ta-

ffies

to-

fire

ta-

ffies

to-

fire

ta-

ffiesfire , later in the day , especially by the trench mortarsmorters ,

were denied by some officer who did not desire retaliaretalia-retaliateretalia-

tion

retalia-

tion

retalia-

tion

¬-

tionion on that part of the line , or the position , held byby-

him.

by-

him.

by-

him.him.him. This could have, been avoided by the presence ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe battalion commander or by combining the trenchtrench-

mortare

tech-
nocrat

trench-

morta.re

tech-
nocrat

trench-

mortars

techn-

ocratsmortaremorta.remortarsmortared. and one-poundersonepoundersponders- into platoons'Ola.toonsOlatoons'
. , commanded byby-

an

Br-

yan

by-

an

Br-

yan

by-

an

Br-

yanan officer , as obtains at present.presentpresent.-

The

prese-

nt
.

The advancea.dvance. signal party was a failure fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe start.start. This body of men , too large , and carryingcerryingcarrying-

so

cerrying-

so

carryin-
gs

,

so much equipment , was too good an opportunity for thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy to assistJeS18t3esist , and so they were madema.de. the targette.rgetterget. ofof-

fire.

af-

faire

of-

fire.

af-

faire

of-

fire.

af-

fairefire.fire. A smaller party , with wire , probably could havehave-

moved

ave-

nged
have-

moved

ave-

nged
have-

moved

ave-

ngedmoved forward later and established such communicationoommunicationcommunication-

as

oommunication-

&s

oommunicatio-

ns

communicatio-

nsas&ss& would have been necessaryneoessary.neoessarynecessary.neoessary.-

The

necessary.-

The

necessa-
ry

*.

The presencepresenoe of the battalion commanderscommamcommandcomma ersare inin-

17

in-

17

in-

17-17-17- 171-
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17-
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their P.CfsPCfsP.C'sPCsP.PP.C'sprecludedPCsprecluded. 0'0' s precluded'precluded-precluded'- the establishment of a messagemesss.gemesssgemessag-

ecenter

mess-
age

messs.g-

ecenter

messag-

ecenter

mess-
age

.

center near the scene of operations.operationsonerations.onerations. This depriveddeprived-

regimental
dep-

rived
deprived-

regimental
dep-

rived
deprived-

regimental
dep-

rivedregimental headquarters of informationformationi ass to the statusstatus-

of
stat-

us

st tusthustus-

of

tuss-

ockof affairs.affairs. The use of the Intelligence Section inin-

reporting

in-

terpreting

in-

reDorting

e-

nrooting
in-

reporting

in-

terpretingreportingreDortingresorting on our own situationtua.tiontuationtuitionsi . workedV'TorkedVTorkedEvoked' wellell'ell' pndFndpondFend wasWE'SWES' useduse-

dLter

sel-
tzer

used-

leter
sel-

tzer
used-

lc.ter

sele-

ctorLterleterlc-.terlc.terAlterlettertear?-. with much success.successsuccess.L-

ESSONS

success-

fulness

success.L-

ESSONS

success-

fulness

success.L-

ESSONS

success-

fulness

.

LESSONSLESSON-

SThis

Less-

ons

LESSONS-

I'

LESSONS-

I

LESSON-

S

LESSON-

SThis

Less-

onsThisThiThai S operationo-pera.tionopera.tion-
. teaches several valuable lessons.lessonslessons.-

In

lesso-
ns

.

In the divisional operation , the Principle of Mass waswa-

sviolated

ass-

ibilated
wa-

sviolated

ass-

ibilated
wa-

sviolated

ass-

ibilatedviolated in the oiecemealpiecemeal attack by a tartpartpaxtpat> , the 106thl06th106th-

Infantry.

106th-

Infantry

l06th-

Infa.ntry.

l06th-

Infantry

106th-

Infantry.
106t-

hInfantryInfantry.InfantryInfa.ntry..Infantry.-

The

Infa.ntry.-

The

Infant-
ry

. .

The Principle ofoff Surprise was not used.used. TheThe-

enemy

He-

nley
The-

enemy

He-

nley
The-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy having full knowledge that something out of thethe-

ordinary

he-

reditary
the-

ordinary

he-

reditary
the-

ordinary

he-

reditaryordinary was going to occur , due to the forty-eight-fortyeightfortyeight-

hour

fortnig-
ht

- -

hour bombardment , the barrage, , andBndBand, the advance ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe tanksta kB , prepared accordingly.accordinglyaccordingly.-

The

accordin-
gly

.

The Principle of Cooperation was violated inin-

the

in-

ter
in-

the

in-

ter
in-

the

in-

terI'I' the independent advance of the tanks.tanks. TeamworkTeamwor-

kbetween

Team-
work

TeamTeamwor-

kbetween

Team-
work

orkYorkork-

between

do-

rbeetlebetween the infantry and the tanks wasWB.SWBSBS. nil , neitherneither-

was

neith-
erwas in supporting distancedists.ncedistsnce. of the other.otherother.-

The

oth-
er

other.-

The

oth-
er

other.-

The

oth-
er

.

The Principle of Simplicity was alsoa180 violated.violatedviolated.-

There

viola-
ted

violated.-

There

viola-
ted

violated.-

There

viola-
ted

.

There was no unity of command after the regiment jumpedjumped-

off.

jump-

ed
jumped-

off.

jump-

ed
jumped-

off.

jump-

edoff.off. The entire operation was fought by junior officersofficers-

and

office-
rsand in many cases , by noncommissioned officers , mostlymostly-

on

most-
lyon their own , and here and there joining together forfor-

mutual

fo-

rmula

for-

mutual

fo-

rmula

for-

mutual

fo-

rmulamutual support , or for lack of a leader.leaderleader.C-

ONCLUSION

leader.O-

ONOLUSION

leader.C-

ONCLUSION

.

CONCLUSIONOONOLUSIONCONCLUSION-

The

OONOLUSIO-

NThe

Conclusi-

onThe 108thl08th Infantry accomplished a part of itsits-

mission

inte-

rmission

its-

mission

inte-

rmission

its-

mission

inte-

rmissionmission in spite of the difficulties under which itit-

operated.

vi-

tuperated

it-

operated.

vi-

tuperated

it-

operated.

vi-

tuperatedoperated.operated. The credit for this should go , however ,

not to the higher contoandoommandcommandcontend , but solely to the companycompany-

18-18-18-1-

8their

1-

8their

- "



officers anda d noncommissioned officers who foughtfoufoul ht aa-

strongly

s-

trongly

a-

strongly

s-

trongly

a-

strongly

s-

tronglystrongly entrenched enemy without the direction ,

supervision or coordination of superiorsuerior? authorities.authoritiesauthorities.-

At

authoriti-
es

.

At considerable lose10s8loss of officers and men theythey-

moved

the-
y've

they-

moved

the-
y've

they-

moved

the-
y'vemoved forwardforwa.rd. underu.nder. circumstances new to them and mademe.demedeMeademad-

ethe

mad-

dest

me.d-

ethe

med-

iate

mad-

ethe

mad-

dest

.

the best of a difficult situationsituation.situ tion.tionion,. WithithPithitch a slowerslower-

barrage
slo-

wer
slower-

barrage
slo-

wer
slower-

barrage
slo-

werbarrage , accompanying tanks , andanddadd with unity of commandcownandcowhand ,

it is believed that the regiment would have accomplishaccomplish-accomplish-

ed

¬-

ed its mission in full.full. That it only accomoliehedaccomplishedaccomTacomaaccomplilishedlashedshed aa-

part

a-

part

a-

partpart isi s not due to any fault of thosetbose tried and onlyonly-

partially
coll-

aterally
only-

partially
coll-

aterally
only-

partially
coll-

aterallypartially succeeded.succeeded.
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QUESTIONS

1.1. 'i/hy'iihy\'hy'hyThy'\/' FasV'TBSVTBSerasFasoTBS' , the Allied attacka.ttack. in the latter oarta.rtartoart-
of

Por-
to

r.roart-
of

Por-
to

.
> a.rt-

of
a-rt

.

of September 1918 to be synchronized ?

(1)1( ) Because the enemy would not knowknow-
where

now-
here

know-
where

now-
here

know-
where

now-
herewhere the main attack was launched

(2)2( ) Because it wasw s easierea.sier. for thethe-
Allies

hea-
dlines

the-
Allies

hea-
dlines

the-
Allies

hea-
dlinesAllies to attack at, one time

(3)3( ) Because the enemy could not movemov-
ereserves

ove-
rstress

mov-
ereserves

ove-
rstress

mov-
ereserves

ove-
rstressreserves andend suppliessupry1ies from one sectorsector-
to

sect-
orto another, to offset each atta.ck.attackattack.AttMatt lCk.lCklack. . Answer 3

2.2. When was the Hindenburg-HindenburgHindenbergHindenburgLineHindenberg- Line first establishedestablishd ?

(1)1( 1 ) 1914

(2)2( ) 1917

(3)3( ) 1916 Answer _ 3-
3.3. Why was the Tunnel Sector of the HindenburgHindenbergHindenburg-

Line
Hindenb-ergLine ( SiegfriedSigrid StellungStel1ungTelling ) so excellent forfor-

defense
fo-

urteens
for-

defense
fo-

urteens
for-

defense
fo-

urteensdefense ?

(1)1( ) Because of the protection afforded toto-
troops

ou-

tcrops
to-

troops
ou-

tcrops
to-

troops
ou-

tcropstroops , the strong defenses and thethe-
easy

te-as the-
easy

te-as the-
easy

te-aseasy access to the trenches when thethe-
troops

tre-
etops

the-
troops

tre-
etops

the-
troops

tre-
etopstroops were needed

(2)2( 2)2) Because of the high ground under whichwhich-
the

whi-
ch

which-
the

whi-
ch

which-
the

whi-
chthe tunnel ran

(3)3( 3)3) Because the tunnel ran parallel to thethe-
line

he-
mline

the-
line

he-
mline

the-
line

he-
mlineline of defense.defense. Answer 1-

4.4. Why was, a barrage used preceding the attacka.ttack. ?

(1)1( ) To cut the wirewire-

To

wir-

e(2)2( ) To keep the enemy from manningmBnningbanning, hishis-
trenches

ins-
tances

hihis-
trenches

ins-
tances

ss-

trenches
t-

renchestrenches and machinemechine, gun emplacementsemplacement-
suntil

emplacem-
entsuntil the assaulta.seaulaseaulseal. t was1'Iae1Iae'

, upon him

(3)3( ) To drown the soundBound of the tankstanks-
advancing.

tankse-
.dvanclng.

tanks-
advancing.advancing.advancinge.dvanclng.edvanclng. . AnswerAnewerNewer ..l.-.l...l.-

5.

l-

5

2.-
5.5. Why was the attack, formation of the 108thl08th108th-

Infantry
l08th-

Infantry
108th-

InfantryInfantry two battalions in assault and oneone-

in
oni-

on
one-

in
oni-

on
one-

in
oni-

onin support ?

(1)1( ) BecauseBeoause it isi s prescribedpresoribed by custom

(2)2( ) BecauseBeoause the support canoanDoan fill gaps inin-
the

in-
ter

in-
the

in-
ter

in-
the

in-
terthe assault line

(3)3( 3)3) BecauseBeoause the support battalion can covercover-
the

cov-
ert

cover-
the

cov-
ert

cover-
the

cov-
ertthe flanks andend rear of the assault , canoanDoancan-
counterattack

a-nointer
oan-

counterattaok
a-nointer
can-

counterattack
a-nointercounterattackcounterattaok and maneuver to assist thethe-

assault
he-

adsail
the-

assault.
he-

adsail
the-

assault.
he-

adsailassaultassault.*. Answer
. .

33-

30

3-
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6.6. Why were sections of the trench mortarmorta.r. andand-
onepounder

and-
onepounder

and-
onepounderone-pounderonepounderponder- platoons and platoons of thethe-
machine

tea-
ching

the-
machine

tea-
ching

the-
machine

tea-
chingmachine gun company attached to battalionsbattalions-
and

battalio-nsand not used respectivelyrescectivelyreenectively as platoon andendand-
company

anc-

horman
end-

company
en-

dogamy
and-

company
anc-

hormancompany units ?

(1)1( ) Greater fire power could be developeddeveloped-
by

develop-
edby attachingattechine'attechinecatechize, ' to battalionsbatta.1ionebatta1ione.

(2)2( ) It would give each battalionbattRlion thethe-
necessary

te-
ndencies

the-
necessary

te-
ndencies

the-
necessary

te-
ndenciesnecessary accompanyingB.ccompanyinfBccompanyinfa.ccompanyinrweaponsaccompanyinrweaponsaccompanying. weapons ,
immediately atBt, handha.nd". ," for such use asas-
the

as-
hen

as-
the

as-
hen

as-
the

as-
henthe battalion commander would prescribeprescribe-

It

prescrib-

e(3)3(3)-

Why

3-

Why

( 3)3) It would make smaller targets for thethee-

nemy.
He-

nley
thee-

nemy.
He-

nley
thee-

nemy.
He-

nleyenemy.enemy. Answer 2"
"

7.7. Why were Lewis guns carried four to eacheac-
hrifle

Ach-
illes

eac-
hrifle

Ach-
illes

eac-
hrifle

Ach-
illesrifle platoon ?

(1)1( ) To increase the fire power of thethe-
platoon

tel-
ethon

the-
platoon

tel-
ethon

the-
platoon

tel-
ethonplatoon

(2)2( ) Because they were more accurate thanthan-
the

thatc-
hed

than-
the

thatc-
hed

than-
the

thatc-
hedthe rifle

(3)3( ) Because they were to neutralize thethe-
enemy

He-
nley

the-
enemy

He-
nley

the-
enemy

He-
nleyenemy machine gun fire.fire. Answer llA-

nswer

An-

swer

1

8.8. Why were tanks used to accompanyaccompA.ny. the assault9.ss8.ul9ss8.ul9ss8ul. . t ?

(1)1( ) To break enemy wire andB.ndBndBand. to crush theirtheir-
machine

hiera-
rchies

their-
machine

hiera-
rchies

their-
machine

hiera-
rchiesmachine gun emplacements and strongpointsstandpoints

(2)2( ) To destroy the enemy morale

(3)3( ) ToT o draw fire from the enemy artillery.artillery. Answer llA-

nswer

An-

swer

11-

Answer

99.9,. Why were moppers-upmoppersupmoper- necessary ?

(1)1( I ) To permit the assault to advancea.dvance. moremor-
erapidly

mod-
erately

mor-
erapidly

mod-
erately

mor-
erapidly

mod-
eratelyrapidly by preventing its becomingbecomin-
gdisorganized

becomin-
gdisorganized

becomin-
gdisorganizeddisorganized by having to investigateinvestigate-
dugouts investi-gated

investigate-
dugouts investi-gated

investigate-
dugouts investi-gateddugouts , etc.etceto.etovetoetc.etc.,. , and to kill or capturecapture-
the

captu-re
ce tureturretture-

the
turre-

tedthe enemy remaining in security who hadhad-
been

ha-
dean

had-
been

ha-
dean

had-
been

ha-
deanbeen passed over by the assault undisundis-punditsundis-
covered

undis-
covered

undis-
covered

¬-
covered and thus preventing them fromfrom-
offering

pro-
ffering

from-
offering

pro-
ffering

from-
offering

pro-
fferingoffering resistance by rear or flankflank-
fire

fanf-are
flank-

fire
fanf-are
flank-

fire
fanf-arefire on the assault

(2)2( ) To act as a reserve in a case of need

(3)3( ) To use for counterattackscounterattacks.counterattacks.-

D.

counterattacks.1-

0e

counterattacks1-

0e

counterattac-

ks

*. Answer -1

10.10D.D10e] . Why did the absenceabsenoe of the battalionbattalionc-
ommanders batt-alion

battaliono-
ommanders batt-alion

battalionc-
ommanders batt-alioncommandersoommanders militate against the successsuocesssuccess-
of

suocess-
of

success-
orof this operation ?

(1)1( ) BecauseBeoauI8 communication to the rear waswas-
not

wa-
sn't

was-
not

wa-
sn't

was-
not

wa-
sn'tnot completeoomplete

-21-21- 21-
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(2)2( z ) Because the companies could notnot-
maintain

no-
minating

not-
maintain

no-
minating

not-
maintain

no-
minatingmaintain direction without them

(3)3( ) Because the attack
,

was without them ,
uncoordinated local supports andand-
accompanying

and-
accompanying

and-
accompanyingaccompanying weapons not properlyproperly-
used

prope-rlyused and leadership
.

of the battalionbattalion-
was

battali-onwas absent.absent Answer 33-

23

3-

22

23't.
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