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OPERATION OF THE 24 BATTALION, lst INFANTRY, 196th
LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE (SEPARATE), IN A SEARCH AD
DESTROY MISSION DURING OPERATION ATTLEBRORO 18
OCTOBRER 1966 TO ¢ NOVEMBER 1966 IN TAY NINH AND BINH
DUONG PROVINCE, REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM. {PERSONAL
EXPERIENCE OF A COMPANY COMMANDER. )
PREFACE

The operation presented in thils Monograph was a
significant part of Operation ATTLEEORO which was
conducted by units of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade
(Separate)}, 25th Infantry Division and the lst Infantry

Division from 18 October through 12 November 1966,

Due to the increased intelligence reports of Viet
Cong caches 1n the area west of the Saigon Rlver a
search and destroy operation wes planned in the vieinity

of XT4842 commencing 20 October 1966,

Information on the events preceding and following
those described in this Monograph msy be found in the
detalled After Actlon Reports of the above mentioned
units, Small scale search and des troy operations were
conducted by the 24 Battalion lst Infantry with no
significant enemy contact being made until the day of
5 November 1966.

Special acknowledgement is glven to the After

Action Report of the 25th Infantry Division.

Although present on the battlefleld as Commanding
Officer, Company C, 2d Battalion, lst Infantry 196th
Light Infantry Frigade {(Sep), I wess not an eye witness

to many of the actions contained in the After Action

Reports presently on file in the Infantry %ﬁ;pol
Library. /L&Z
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(U) Intelligence reports indicated that the
area Selected for Operation ATTLEBORO was one of the
largest logistical storage and shipping establishment
for the Viet Cong./‘Ib explolt this information, the
brigade commander committed the 2d Battallion 1lst
Infantry with the mission of conducting search and
deatroy operations in the area west of the Salgon
River. Thia same general area had yielded 216,25 tons
of rice during a previous opsration conducted by units
of the 25th Infantry Division in which the 24 Battalion

lst Infantry had taken an active part,

(U) For thirteen days the battalion conducted
search and destroy operations with only small scale
contact being made and the enemy suffering extensivé
loss of materlal and squipment. In response to infor-
mation received concerning a possible supply cache
north of the present area of operation, Alphs compsany
made an alrmoblle assault to seek out the cachs, Within
hours after landing, the cache was found and the

battalion minus joined Alpha company iIn the new area.

(C) After the operatlon had been completed,
information received indicated that units of the brigade
had possibly masde contact with the lat and 24 Battallon
273d Viet Cong Regiment. Also Company C95, Recomnalssance
Company, 9th Viet Cong Division was reported in the afaa.
It also was possible that elements of the 27lst Viet
Cong Reglment were deployed in the same general area.

It appeared{that_the_qugantratian.pf units of the 9th
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Viet Cong Division in the area between Dau Telng and
Tay Ninh was preplanned and not primarily in responss
to the search and destroy operationa conducted by the
196th Light Infantry Brigade.



THE BRIGADE PLAN

In an effort to exploit the lntelligence conw
cerning the possibility of a logistical storage site
belng present in the area, the brigade committed the

the storage sites and destroying all supplies and

equiﬁﬁéhf“that could not be evacuated. The battalion
and its supporting aftiilery was alrlifted by C 123's
from Tay Ninh to Dau Telng from 17 - 19 October 1566.
The 4th Battallon 31lst Infantry moved to Dau Telng as
the brigade reactlon force. The 3d Battallon Zlat
Infantry remained at Tay Ninh base camp to conduct
patrolas, amﬁushes, and limited search and destroy

oparations.
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THE EXISTING SITUATION-

ENEMY s

GENERAL: The enemy encountered in the area
offered 1little or no resistance during the initial
atage of the operation. The resistance consisted mostly
of asmbushes, sniper firing into the perimeter, and
the placement of booby traps throughout the ares. The
area of 1ntensive fighting on 4 and 5 Rovember 1966
revealed that an estimated force of two relnforced

battalions had been encountered.

SPECIAL: The enemy encountered on 4 and § November
1966 was well tralned, aggressive and occupled well
fortified and concesled positions. Ammunition and
weapons were in gufficlent gquantity to sustein him
against repeated attacks. A large number of automatic
woapons were encountered during this period of contact,
The morale of the enemy seemed generally good, &as
evidenced by his wlllingness to stand and fight and the

absence of any personnel being captured or surrendering,.

FRIENDLY: The 24 Battallon 1lst Infantry was organized

as a Iight Infantry Brigade and was one of the manuever
battalions of the first Light Infantry Brigade (Separate)
to be utilized in Viet Nam, Since its organization,

the unit had stressed counterguerilla and jungle type
training. Weapons and equlpment organic to the battalion
are contalned in TO&E 7-175T. Tab A.

WEATHER: The weather favored both forces during the

operation since there was little precipltation.
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Temperature ranged from approximately 3\\, 105 degrees _fkf
during the day. Visiblllty 1n open areas was good. )/%

TERRAIN: The area was characterized by low lying

— JEEES /A

terrain with cultivated fialds to heavily forested }
double and triple canopy jungle. The dense under=-
br&ﬁh restricted observation and movement, Also 1t
fregquently deflected small arms fire, reatricted the

employment of grenade launchers, and hand grenades.

There were a number of large ant hills throughout the

Ar'9a.

COVER AND CONCEATMENT: The abundant vegetation afforded

excellent concealment while the ant hills and_fallen
trees in the area provided good cover. On the ground, j ﬁ
observation was severely limited dues to the dense under= |

brush, and it rerely exceeded twanky-five meters. )
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THE BATTALION PLAN AND PREPARATION

The 24 Battallon, lst Infantry, commanded by LTC
Charles Weddle, recelved the misaion to c¢onduct search
and destroy operations in the vicinity of XT4842 ~ an

area west of the Saigon River. Tabd B,

The first element of the battalion departed Tay
Ninh base camp on 17 Cctober 1966 by C 123's, and by
19 October 1966 all troops, squipment, and initial
supplies were in the forward area. Battery "A", 824
Artillery had closed into Dau Teing with the 24 Battalion
ist Infantry and was ready to support the operation,
The battalion commander formulated his plan, assembled
his staff, completed his coordination, and issued a

warning order teo the battalion,

The battallon orders were issued to the staff and
company commanders at 1300 hours (approximate time) 19
October 1966. The operation was to begin 20 Oéﬁobéf 19663
therefore, sufficient time was available for sll prepa-
ration end planning needed at company level, After
roceipt of the orders, the company commanders and the
operations officer made an merial recomnaissance of the

landing zones to be used in the operatione.

Peraonnel were well equipped and had excellent
morale, The equipment was checked, maintenance performed,
and weapons test fired., Individuals of the manuever
companies carried as a minimum the following combat
load:

l. 300 rounds 5.56 mm smmunition, 30 rounds
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40 nmm HE ammunition or 700 rounds 7.62 ma machine gun

smrmunition, depending on the indlvidualt!s baslie weapon.
2e 4 fragmentation grenades per individual,
3¢ 2 M-72 LAW per squad.

4, 10 smoke grenade, assorted color, per
platoon,

5¢ 2 meals C~Ration per individunal.

6e 4 machetes per platoon,

7« £ canteen gasoline per pliatoocne.

8. Miscellaneous &assortment of explecsive
with detonation cord and detonators per platoon.

9, Individual clothing and equipment consisted
of combat pack, two canteens of water, water purifi-
cation tablets, salt tablets, entrenching tool, first
ald packet, ammunition pouches, and a small sleeping

POllq
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NARRATION

The operation conducted in the Dau Telng aresa
during the period 20 - 28 October 1966 was limited
to light contact. During this time numerous siructures,
construction material, beoats, and food products were
found, The material and usuable supplles were evacuated
to Dgu Teing CIDG camp., Material and supplies not
evacuated were destroyed in place after obtaining
permission from brigade operations. Tab B.

On 29 October 1966 Company “Bﬁ secured ‘the

. et .

battalion bage aamp. Gcmpany “C“ provided security
for both the Military Intelllgence Detaclment which
conducted interrogation and the battalion medleal
personnel which conducted MEDCAP operation in the
villiage vielnlty XT461451, Company “A" conducte@ an
airmebile le_assanlt into the viclnity XT30488 In responss
to information recelved that the ares was part of the
Viet Cong loglstical storage area, Within four hours
after landing, the company had discovered 200 tons of
rice, 440 gallons of gasoline, and 10 tons of salt,
The area proved to be sc fruitful that Ccmpanies “B“

N?AF‘anﬁwaeeurahtgqmggggg, With the arrival of the two

companlies more enemy supplles and material were found.
As the amount of materlal continued to inecrease, 1t
bocame apparent that additionsl assistance would be
needed to evacuate the find, Perscmnel from the 8th
Support Battalion arrived by CH-47 on 30 October 1966

to assist in evacuating the usuable supplles. The
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evacuation was completed on 2 November, 1966, and
the battalion moved north to continue 1its search and

destroy mission.

Detailed narration of the battalion's operation
for the period 3 through 6 November, 1966 is contalned
in the following pages of this monograph as subtitles.
The highligﬁt of the entire operation is the contact

made during the period 3 through 5 November 1966,

12
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THE APPROACH

On 20 October 196é6 the 24 Pattaliom, ist Infantry
conducted an alrmoblle assault intc the area of
operation utilizing two landing zones. Companies "A",
"C"® and the Command CGrouwp landed vicinity of XT483428
and Company "B" landed vicinlty of XT455436. TAB B.
The artillery preparation shifted from the landing
zone utilized by Companies "A"™ and "C" to the landing
zone utilized by Company "B" as the 1lift helicopters
approached the landing zone., The gunships accompanying
the 1ift helicopters laid down suppressive fire as the
troop carrying hellcopters sapproached the area. The
door gunnera of the first 11ft aprayed likely areas
for concealed enemy as the 1ift helicopters entered the
ares to touchdowm. The troops in the firat 1ift landed
and immedistely established positions to secure the
landing zone for the following lifts., After the last
1ift was completed the commanders organlzed their
eompanies into march formation and started moving in
the direction of Company "B". Each companghptil;zed
a verison of the box formation .‘5‘1._1.1;"_%;3,&_ﬁaggx.ch;&mds,stroy i
missions. This formation allowed the unit to make &
major change in direction without the mnecessity of
stopping. TUpon recelpt of fire from any direction, the

unit could change direction to return fire by executing
a face movement and proceeding In that direction. The
Battalion Commander, Artlillery Llslson Officer, Battalion
Sergeant Major, and two radlo operators operated from

a command and control helicopter 1lm orblt over the grea.

t
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The Alr Force Forward Alr Controller operated over
the area in an 1-19, The Battalion Operations Officer
controlled the command group on the ground with the

manuever companlies,

Company "B" landed on a cold landing zone. After
congolidating, the company moved east Into an area to
establish blocking positions vieinity of XT459435. TAB

Be

Companles "A"™ gnd "C" linked up with Compeny "B%
late that evening and established the bgttalion base
for the night. Resupply was accomplished while
defensive positlons were belng prepared. The next day
the companies dsparted the base and conducted sesrch

and destroy operstlons through out the area.

14
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THE SEARCH AND DESTROY

The search and destroy operation conducted from

20 October thrbugh 2 November 1966 was characterized
by limited enemy contact and the finding of numerous
structures, construction materials, boats, food product,
pinji pits, ammunition, tummels, and documents. A
hospital complex consisting of 27 structures above and
below ground was also found. Medical supplies, clothing,
rice, salt, mlilk, and pesnuts were found in the complex.
There were no significant problems encountered during
the operation. A major portion of the operation atatis-
tles are contalned in TAB €4 On occasion 1t was
necessary to sit In an area securlng & cache while
walting for permlssion to destroy or evacuate these
supplies. During these periods the unitas were subjeéted
to sniper fire in spite of out posts and local patroling
in the area, Chronologlcal listing of daily search and
destroy operations for the period 20 October through
2 November 1966 are contained In TAB D as reported in
the "Operational After Action Report, 25th Infantry

Division%

.15
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THE VIET CONG GONTACT

3 November 1966 the 24 Battalion 1lst Infantry
moved north enroute to their deslgnated objectives.
TAB G, Company "B" and "C" moved along axis RED,

Company "A"™ moved along axis BLUE, At 1148 hours
el

e e
—_— e

Viet ans emp 1oring smg}l arms, automatic weapons, and

cliymore mines in the vicinity of XT439509. Frontal or
flank attacks by Company "B" against the snemy falled
repeatedly. Company "C" attempted to attack the enemy
position on the left flank of Company "E' but was unable
to penetrate the enemy!s defense from that direction,
DUST OFF was needed to evacuate the casualties of
Company "B", As the DUST OFF was belng accomplilshed,

an alr strike was placed on the enemy within 75 meters
of the two companles. The alr strike silenced the enemy

and the companies were able %to move again, The area was

not accessed for damage caused by the air strike,

With.more than thrse thousand meters to travel to

effect a 11nk up with the 1st Battalion 2?th Infant

25th Infantry Division, and dvue to the lateness of the

day, a fast paée‘was set by the leading company. This
resulted iIn heat casualties in both umits. While DUST
OFF was being accomplished for these heat casusltiez from
the vicinity of XTa29505, the battalion commander, who
had been with Compeny "A™ on the sast, jolned the two
companles, While monitoring the battallon command NET,
he had kept abreast of the situation arnd had ordered
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helicopters to extract us from out present pos;tion

and transport mws to landing zone l. TAB B, The
helicopters arrived and extracted Company "B'. Company
"CH" secured the pick up zone umtll the helicoptera
returned. After landing on landing zome 1, the battallon
minus assumed responsibility for a section of the
perimeter, Resupply was accomplished and the units

prepared defensive posltions for the night,

Throughout the night, the enemy prcbed the perimeter
with sniper fire. Fire discipline was good in the wnmits
marmming the perimeter. No one fired his weapon at
shadows or nolses except the grenadier, The grenadier
would fire a round so that the exact location of any

position could not be accurately determined by the ensemy,

With breakfast and the extraction of the night kits
completed, the units made preparation to begin the mission
for the day. Orders for 4 November, 1966 requlred the
brigade forces to attack north in an effort to conscli-
date all subordinate units and prevent the Viet Cong
from infiltrating south into the area of operation. The
2d Battalion, lst Infantry moved northeast to link up
with Company "A" and continue on to a_predetermined

objectlive,.

Company "B" was leading the battalion minus,
Company "C" brought up the rear. The going was slow
and the units moved through the demse jungle without
incident for approximstely three hours. The jungle
appeared qulet and peaceful as the units made thelr way

T ATTAT G T Ay
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deeper and deeper into the coolness offered by the
trees., Suddenly, from the left flénk there was an
outburst of heavy firing and bulleta flew overﬁead.
The company immediately hit the ground and faced in
the direction of firing. Gompany "C" Commander _'
contacted the operations officer, and lé;;;;é thﬁt a_
friendly unit had made contagt with Charlie, Brayo
and Gharlie companies were to remaln in thair present

positions until needed or until the unit had broken

contact,

Time passed, but the unit was unable to bresk
contact or defeat the enemy. Company "C" was ordered
to attempt a breskthrough of the enemy's position and
sasist the engaged unit, Using the sound of firing as
a gulde, the company moved in the direction of the
goumd to link uwp with the unit. The underbrush was
hesvy and paths had to be cut as 1t moved 1n a company
column through the jungle, The order of march was lst
platoon, command group, 34 platoon, 4th platoon, and
24 platoon. The company had travelled for about two
hours when the point ceme under heavy fire from the
'enemy who was located in well fortified bunkers and
trees. Casualties were sustained from the initiel
burst of fire and the company deployed to assault the
enemy positions. The company was approximately 300

meters from the friendly forces at this time,

The assaults on the enemy positions were unsuccess-

ful, therefore the second platoon attempted to outflank

the enemy by manenvering to the right. It was brought

18
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under filre which stopped its' forward progress. A
base of fire was lald down whilich enabled the casunalties
to be recovered and contact to be broken. After
breaking contact the company withdrew fifty meters and
made radio contact with Bravo company. The radio
contact established the locatlion of Company "B" and
while looking for snother route into the area which
was leas heavily guarded or fortified, the company
-1linked up with Company "B", Together, they entered

the lines of the 24 Battalion, 27th Infantry, which

was not in contact with the Viet Conge.

At this location the ocasualties were tuwrned ower
to the Eattalion Headquarters Section for evacuatlon.
The Company Commendsr, Company "C" located the operstions
officer and was instructed to go forward to recelve a
briefing from the company commander faclng the Viet Cong.
The company commander went forward and located the

commander of the unit facing northeast, Information CY%/ZT

recelved indicated that ths Viet Cong were a mere one

hundred to one hnndred fifty meters in frontuof the. ‘lifé’
perlmeter whare we were locatad and directly between the

perimeter and Gompany “C“ 2d Battalion, 27th Infantry.

Bravo company was glven the mission to defend a
sector of the perimeter. Charlle company clesned thelr
weapons, acqulred a resupply of ammunition, and ate 1tas
first meal since starting the operation for the day.

As darkmess fell, Charlie company : received orders to

.

penetrate the enemy lines and link wp with the stranded

unit. The platoon leaders were advised of the situation

l9

i
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and given the march4order of first platoon, command
group, second platoon, and thrid platoon. The fourth
platoon remained within the perimeter., The platoon
leaders departed to advise thelr personnel of the
mission and as the appointed hour for departure arrived
the company moved toward the perimeter, Everyone was
tense as the company moved forward to coordinate the

passage of lines with Bravo company s Utilizing a [ (r‘7AQ

dalsy chain to keep fram becoming separated, all went
well as the company progreased deeper and desper into
the darkness of the night, The unit progress was
followed by the noise they made while moving through
the bushes and the radio communicatlon between the

stranded unit snd the intended rescue unit.

The commanding offlcer was advised of a machine gun
position to the units' left as it moved forward. Just
as the message was aclmowledged, the gun started firing.
The company shifted to the right in order to avold this
gun position. It moved sboul thirty meters before again
becoming engaged by automatic weapon fire., This time
the firing ceme from two directlons. ﬂgijgggngEEgL‘ \
had been cut away and the company found 1tself in a \

T T T e ———

firing lanse. “The unit lmmediately got out of this 1 lane,

gathered the casualties and tock & count of 1ts effective
fighting strength,

The company'had leas than fifty effective Clghting

T S0k

men remaining._ The cammﬁnding officer advisad the

operations officer of the situation and was ordered by f
the operations officer to peenter the perimeter. All

wotmnded personnel were recovered with the exception of

i ;‘“‘:__-: "_j !uh \20&...-1..,.... e

A |
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the point man. He could not be found during the search
of the area dues to the snemya! fire and darkness
limiting visibility. After what seemed to be an
eternity - in reality only 3 hours - the company reached
the perimeter and re-entered friendly lines. Working
Into the early morning we were finally able %o get all
of the casualtlesa to the 1anding zone, Again the
Headgquarters Sectlion took over the evacuation of the
wounded, The men from Charlie company fell from
exhaustion wherever they could find a place to reat,
Daylight arrived, allowing us the opportunity to gather

everyone agsain,
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THE VIET CONG FLIGHT

’i
The arrival of another day meant ‘the asslgmment
of another mission, Company “C" relieved Gompany "an,

24 Battalion, 27th Infantry of its mission of securing

the landing zone being used for thia operation. After

Tr—— .

two unsuccessfﬁl attempts to reach the unit the battle
was over for Company "C". Company "A™ would now make
the attempt. The company moved forward and came under
enemy fire within minutes of clearing the perimeter.
Casualties were brought to the landing zone for evacu-
ation, The company assaulted the positions, but was
not able to move past the bunkers occupled by the
enemy, Company A, 24 Battalion, 27th Infantry was

not able to penetrate farther intoc the enemy lines,
therefore they began to withdraw with the casualties

mder cover of their own fire.

Meanwhile Company A, 24 Battalion, 1lst Infantry

and other friandly forces moved toward Company C,2d,

Battalion, 2?th Infantry fram ths northeast. The units

attacking from the northeast were within 200 maters of

Company "(C1ts" perimeter, Arocund 1400 hours 5 November Cjﬁb%¥

1966, Company A, 2d Battalion, 1lst Infantry reached the (i <z)

perimater of the besiegad units There were twenty-one
Viet Cong bodies around the perimster. Alpha company
brought out the personnel of this unit including the

dead and woundsed,.

T™he unlt was extracted lmmediately from the battle

area, Once the unlt had been rescued, air and artillery

. . . TRV
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was called In on the enemy positions and the fighting
was over for the day. The enemy had been killed,
burled allve, or escaped, The sad ordeal of policing
the battle fleld of the dead, wounded, weapons, and
other equipment began. The point man who could not be
found the previous night was found, tagged, and
evacuated. The evacuation continued late into the
evening,and nightfall found the units occupying their
originael peositions,
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THE EXTRACTION

The 1lst Infantry Diviaion assumed operational
control of the brigade and continuved the aaslgned

mlasion at 0900 hours 6 November 1968,

The brigade units prepared to be extracted from
the landing zone whlich had been heavily used during
the past two days. At approximetely 1300 hours the
extraction ﬁegan with the lst Battalion, 27th Infantry,
25th Infantry Division belng the first unit outb,
Following the 27th Infantry was the 24 Battallon, 28%th
Infantry, 25th Infantry Division; 34 Battalion, 2lat
Infantry; 4th Battallon, 3lst Infantry; 2d Battallon,
1st Infantry, 196th Light Infantry Brigade (Sep)s All
units except the 24 Battallen, lst Infantry returned
to thelr base campe. The extraction was completed at

approximately 1700 hours.

The 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry end 24 Battallon,
28th Infantry were released from operational contrel of
the 196th Light Infantry Brigade and returned to base

camp. The 2d Battallon, lst Infantry remained in the
Dau Telng area to conduct local search and destroy
operations, The 4th Battalion, 3lat Infantry and 34
Battalion, 21st Infantry, 196th Light Infantry Brigade
(Sep) returned to base camp at Tay Ninh, The 24
Battalion, lst Infantry was released from attachment to
the lat Infantry Division and airlifted to Tay Kinh

basé camp on 12 November 1966,

SiNEiel 1 BRI


genoa.r.stanford
Pencil


ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

le Indications are that ATTLEBORC completely
disrupted the Viet Cong plans for a majJor winter
offensive by the 9th Viet Cong Divislon and the 10lat
North Viet Nam Army Regiment,

2s The battallion fought a well armed, and
determined enemy who occupyed excellent defensive
poaitiona., The two most outstanding factors that
domlnated the evente of this fight ware the enemy's
decislon to hold his position and fight at close
quarters for a sustained period, and the extraordinary
degree of valor and courage shown by members of the

T«.3+ Forces,

Ze This mission had been the first real hattle
for the 24 Batftallion, lst Infantry, 196th Light Infantry
Brigade (Sep). The men reacted calmly to the situation
and functioned in the manner that they had been trainsd
for, counterguerrilla and jungle fightlng, since

organization day.

4, The failure to access the area of damage on
3 November 1966 was an oversight on the part of the twe
company commanders and the operations officer. The
correct procedure would have been to enter the arez to
ascertaln the amount of damage done by the air strike
and gather any documents or other materlial and equipment
that may have been of Intelligence wvalue, If the Viet
Cong were still in the area, the units should have

remained in the general locatlon and reengaged him the

"ﬁjA25  _“'f;”gﬁ
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next day.

5¢ A location of the unlit in contact should have
been obtained by Company "C" so that the company would
have been travelling to a determined location instead
of travelling in the direction of firing.

6. A command and conbtrol helicopter on station
that afternoon of 3 Eermber 1966 would have been a
valuable aid in our encounter with the enemy. Infor-
mation could possibly have been given relative to the

location of the friendly forces end the enemy forces.

7« The units?! progress during the hours of darkness
could have been followed by the nolse made. This made
a near perfect ambush situation for the Vliet Cong since
they were already occupylng positions, and the company
did not know exactly where these positions were, nor
where 1t was going or the best route to take in order

to reach 1ts destinatlon safely.

B8e The inability to reconnolter the Viet Cong
positlion proved to be costly to the company attempting
to link up with the engaged unit. A reconnaissance of
the area may have worked to the advantage of the rescuers
in that the enemy may have been taken by surprise if

their exact location had been lmown,

9« The limited use of alr and artillery flre power
due to the c¢lozeness of the combatants could possibly
have been overcome by units that were able to bresk
contact, withdrewing to allow the engaged company to call
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for this fire support.

104 The piecemeal committment of the unlts into
the area of bafttle resulted in their suffering casualties
that may have been avoided if the companles had been
conmitted in a coordinated attack to rescue the stranded

'l]Ilito

1l. The 1nability‘to reinforce company "C*
qulckly because of the dense jungle and the Viet Cong
located around them,‘makss it only too clear that
reinforcing a unlt in the jungle 1s an operation that

requlres planning, practlice and determined men.

12, The lack of Intelligence pertaining to the
enemty presence in the ares possibly contributed to the
unit belng caught unaware of a large sige enemy unit
being present at that location. During the fighting;
there were still no information recelilved from higher

headquarters ¢oncerning the enemy.

13. The placement of crew-served weapons indicated
the enemy possessed a knowledge of the use of grazing

fire technique to deny utilization of avenues of approach.

l4. The absence of any prisoners and the determined
method of fighting indicated that the enemy's meorale
was good., The Viet Cong used all available natural
cover and concealment to his ddvantage. Positions were
woll camouflaged allowing the Viet Cong to observe the
movement of friendly forces without belng observed.

Tree type firing platforms were used extensively.

27
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15, It will probably never be known why the enemy
decided to stand and fight in this Instance instead of
his usual tactic of breaking contact quickly and "fading"

into the jungle.

16, One landing zone was used by four battalions
with no centralized control for resupply or evacuatlon
operation., This resulted in excessive confusion, loss
of time, and equipment by all unilts,

17, TUnits should not attempt to link up with the
flank of another unit in the dense jungle. They should
approach from the rear to effect the link up if at sll
possible. Enowledge of the unita actual location ia a
must to effect & successful link up under fire,

18. Sustaining additional casualties while attempilng
to retrieve wounded was prevalent during the action,
There 1s no set solution concerning this problem and must
be met and sclved by each commander on the ground during

a particular operatlon,

19. Search of Viet Cong structures improperly resulted

in units sustaining several casualtles from booby traps,
Proper techniques were used inltlally, however, upon
finding nothing and a cache was found other persomel
would enter and start removing the éacheo A booby trap
hidden in the supplies would be detonated causing mul-

tiple casualtles.

28



genoa.r.stanford
Pencil


S5 LN e

TRAINING IMPLICATIONS

1. Advance guards should be employed when moving

in the jungle because they provide early warning.

2e Alr snd artillery fire support must be used
in eonjunction with ground troopa.

3e Units that are heavlily engaged should not
attempt to police battlefield of casualties until after
the battle has been won. The company aldman normally
will do what he ¢en untll additional help arrives.

4, The exact location of units in contact must be
known prior to attempting to link up so that casualtles
will not be taken from friendly fires and the enemy
avoided if possible.

5e Préper techniques for searching supply cache
or building must be stressed. FPersommel must mssume
that everythlng is booby trapped and proceed with
caution when evacuatlion captured material.

6. There is no set poliecy concerning the recovery
of wounded personnel on the battle field. Thls problem
must be met and solved by each commander on the ground

during a partieunlar operation,
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RIFLE CO INF BATTALION, LIGHT INF DIV
OR
INF BATTALION, SEPARATE LIGHT INF BRIGADE (TOE 7-177T)

MISSICN:--To close with the enemy by fire and maneuver in order to destroy or capture him, or to repel his assaul: by fire, close cambat an
counterattack.

ASSIGNMENT:--Organic to Infantry Battalion, Light Infantry Division or Scparate Light Infantry Brigade, TOF 7-175T.

CAPABILITIES:--Close with the enemy by means ol fire and maneuver in order to d
combat and counterattack. Provide a base of fire and manecuver elermeiis. Scize and hold terr
terrain and climatic conditions. Capitalize on all forms =f mability. 7 anduct air assaule operati.

coyv o capture him, Rip oo+ oy ese

patrolling.
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REFERENCE OR OFFICE SYMBOL b SUBRJECT
AJ118-D-IMD ! Evaluation of Advanced Course Staff Studies
3
[}
0 Dept Directors, USAIS  FROM DI DATE 15 Apr 68 CHT L

CPT Vice/jac/5555

1, As provided in paragraphs 3a(2) and paragraphs 4a.b., USAIS
Regulation 350-15, 27 Oct 67, the attached IOAC 2-68 staff studies/mono~-
graphs are forwarded for technical evaluation, which will result in

40 percent of the student's grade. Two copies of the grade key are
inclosed with each staff study/monograph. The grader should use one key
as a work copy and type his final comments on the other copy. The latter
should be returned with the staff study/monograph as completed but

NLT I May 68 to IMD.

2. The staff studies/monographs will be placed in the USAIS library;
therefore, marks and comments should not be made directly on the
staff studies /monographs.

3. Graders will generally find it helpful to refer to previous student
staff studies on the same or similar subjects, These studies are kept
in the documents section of the USAIS library.

4, Content evaluators should be attentive to the possibility of the appearance
of classified material in some studies, If this occurs, the Chief, Effective
Writing Branch, should be contacted immediately, Staif studies should

not contain classified information; however, in some instances classified
material was inadvertently included., The inclosed memorandum concerning
classified information should be signed by the content evaluator.

5. Monographs can contain classified information; however, if classified

inforrnation is encountered in a monograph that has not been formally
classified, Chief, EWB, should be contacted immediately,

[V E gy

3 Incl WILLIA ﬁ’" SMITH
as Colonel, ‘Infantry

Director of Instruction

ST LINLT

ERA RIS TR

DHIH NN Y

DA FORM 2496_1 REPLACES DD FORM 96 (STENCIL), EXISTING SUPFLIES OF WHICH WILL
' FER Q2 BE ISSUED AND USED UNTIL 1 FEB 63 UNLESS SOONER EXHAUSTED.
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INFANTRY BATTALION LIGHT INiANTE Y DIViSION
OR
INFANTRY BATTALION SEPARATE LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE (TOE 7-175T)

MISSION:--To close with the enemy by means of fire and maneuver in or

der to destroy or capture him or te repel his assault by fire, close
combat and counterattack.

ASSIGNMENT:--Crganic to Light Infantry Division, TOE 77T a2nd to the Scparate Light M:&msn:...mimm%? C77-100T.
CAPABILITIES:--Close with the enemy by means of fire and maneuver i1 arder o TEpivre or destroy him R
close combat and counterattack. Provide base of five o3 manen.( slements. Seize and
periods of time. Conduct independent aperations ona ' o s, le communicati:: f
rect fire, reduced anti-tank fire and limited logistical =upinet, vrrange patrollivg s oall types
N of terrain and climatic conditions.
INF BN
0-37 E - 73]
: w- 1
HQ &.HG €0 : -1 — RIFLE CO CBT SPT CG
| - -
O-14 E-12] j | 0-5 E- 118
W- 1 0O-6 E - 164
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INFANTRY BATTALION RECAPITULATION

VEHICULAR

Tlr ampb cgo 1/4-T 2 whl , .
Tlr cgo 3/4-T2whl . . . ..
1. tk water 1 1/2-T 2 whl .
Trik amb frontline 1/4-T 4x4
Trk cgo 3/4-Tdxd . . . .«
Trk cgo 4 1/2-T 6x6 . . ..
Trk util 1/4-T 4x4 . . . . + &
Trk util 1/4-T carrier for
106mm rifle . . . o v . . .
Util veh 2 whl . « + « + « &«

+

oo N O

o0

st e 4

SURVL & COMM EQUIP

Detector kit eml agt . . . .
Radio set AN/GRR-5 , . .
Radio set AN/GRC-106 mtd
intrk 1/4-T .+ .+ o« « « s
Radio set AN/GRC-125 mtd
in trk 1/4-T .+ . . « « . &
Radio set AN/PRC-6 . . .
Radio set AN/PRC-25 , . .
Radio set AN/PRC-41 , , .
Radio set AN/PRC-47 , . .
Radio set AN/VRC-24 , . .
Radio set AN/VRC-46 mt
intrk 1/4-T . . o .«
Radio set AN/ VRC-49 mtd
intrk 1/4-T . .+ .« 4« &
Radio set control Gp
AN/GRA-39 . . .+ 4« s
Radio set control Gp
AN/GRA-T4 ., . « « + « .
RATT set AN/VSC-2 ., ..
Comm Central AN/ASC-5 .
Flec TT set eq TSEC/KW-7
Metascope asmby image
infrared tranzd . . . . .
Swbd telephone SB-993/GT.
Swhbd telephone SB.22/PT .
Telephone set TA-1/PT . .
Telephone set TA-312/PT ,
Radiac set AN/PDR-27 . .

“Radiacmeter IM-93/UD , .

Radiacmeter IM-174/PD

SN S

ARMAMENT

Flame thrower PTBL

Lchr gren 40mm
Lechr rkt 3,5-in

Gun mach 1t flex
Mort 81lmm on mount

.

Pistel auto cal .45 .,
Rifle 1 06mm on mount ,

Rifle 7, 62mm semi-auto

It barrel

.

»

.

.

.

-

.

86
18
FAY
13
202

567
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CPERATIONAL STATISTICS

ENEMY LOSSES

V¢ KIA (BC)
VC KIA (POS)
VCC

VC3

Do taniees

EQUIPMENT

Field Expeldent Rocket Launcher
60 mm Mortar

M 79 CGrenade Launcher
Sho tgun

CHICOM SMG

THOMPSON SMG

BAR

CHICOM Rifle

CHICOM 7-62 Rifle
CHICOM Carbilne

M-1 Rifle

Russian Rifle

French MAS=36 Rifle
Rifle Unknown type

U3 Carbine

Homemade Rifle

9 mm Pistol

Homemade Pistol

Cross Bow

Small Arms emmunition
Hand Grenade

Rlce

Tin

Refrigerator

254
237

60

FREREFHOAOARNDOGRNG O DN

588 rounds

104

40) tons

680 sheets
2
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CHRONOLCGICAL SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

—__{W;—W'%gand )
18 October 1966 - The 24 Battallion, lat Infantry
commanded by LTC Charles Weddle commenced air move-
ment of troops and supplies %o Dau Teing to conduct
search and destroy operatlions in the area viecinity XT
4842 north to Soul Ba Hoa (XT4156) part of a large
Viet Cong loglstical base controlled by Group 82,
Forward Rear Service, COSUN as revealed by ananalysis

of captured documents,

19 October 1966 - The 24 Battalion, lst Infantry
completed their -air movement to Dau Teing and made
preparation to commence operations on 20 October 1968.
20 October 1968 - The 24 Battalion, lst Infaniry
conducted an airmobile assault vicinlty XT483428 with
Companies A and C and vicinity XT™55436 wlith Company B,
Company B set up a blocking position while Companies A
and C drove against it,

21 October 1966 - Company B discovered 13 tons of rice,
500 e¢ans of milk, 1000 pounds of salt and 2500 pounds

of peanuts vicinity XT™e60420. These ltema were destroyed.
22 Qctober 1966 - Company C discovered 3630 pounds of
cement and 20 1 X 12 inch planks vicinity XT481427. Part
of This find was evacuated,.

23 October 1966 - Company B conducted search snd destroy
operatlion from vicinity XT483421 to vicinlty XT489400,
resulting in 2 tons of rice, 15 pounds of sulfa drugs
and 150 pounds of spsom salt captured and 6 Viet Cong
structures, 10 pounds of TT and 7200 pounds of fish

belng destroyed..
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24 October 1966 - GompanyhA and B conducted a joint
operation in vicinity XT4542 resulting in 1 Viet Cong
KIA (BC), 3 Viet Cong structures, 2 foxholes, 2 under-
cround fortificatlions, 2 tumnels and 400 pounds of
wheat destroyed.
25 October 1966 - BSearch and desbroy operation in
vicinlty XT4542 resulted in negative contact or find.
26 October 1966 - Search and destroy operstion in
vicinity XT485414 resulted in light contact., Results
were 2 Viet Cong KJA possible. The units made no
find of supply c¢aches durlng this days operation.
27 October 1966 - Search and destroy operation was
conducted from vicinity XT451431 to vicinity XT487422
resulting in 1 Viet Cong KIA (BC), 8 Viet Cong KIA
{possible) sand 8 Viet Cong suapects apprehended-
28 October 1966 - Search and destroy operation was
conducted from vicinity XT487422 to vicinity XT442448
resulting in 34 Viet Cong suspects apprehended, Eightesen
of the 34 suspects apprehended proved to be on the
black 1list contained In the Intelligence section.
29 October 1966 - Company A& conducted an airmoblle
aszault into vicinity X™M30488 resulting in 420 tons
of rice and 15 tons of salt capbtured. Also 440 gallons
of tar, 450 gallons of gasoline, 5 Ox carts, 2 Viet
Cong structures and 4 hand grenades were destroyed.
Company B and C jolned Company A in the area and continued
to find additional supplies.
30 Cctober 1966 - The battalion conducted limited
search and destroy operatlons around the supply cache.
31 October 1866 - Elements of the battalion conducted

search and destroy operation vininlty XT550. The
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battalion suffered casualties vicinity XT438488 as s

result of sniper fire and claymore mine. The search
and destroy mission continued and 83.5 tons of rice,
9000 pounds of btobacco, 1 CHICOM Rifle, 300 "D" handle
shovels, 600 gallons of cooking oil and 1500 pounds

of beans were found.

1 November 1966 - The 24 Battalion lst Infantry
secured the rice cache and conducted saturated patroling
within one thousand meters of the base whlle personnel
from the 8th Support Battallion worked to load the find
on CH=47 for evacuation. Company C 24 Battalion, lst
Infantry found 55 tons of rice and 15 tons of beans
while seapching the area in the vicinity of XT4450,

2 YNovember 1966 - A tobtal of 843 toms of rice had been
captured as a result of the operation conducted by units

agsigned or attached to the brigade.
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