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THE TRAINING, INFILTRATION, AND CPERATIOKS OF A NORTH VIETNAMESE
SOLDIER FROM 12 APRIL 1963 TO 11 JUNE 1966 IN HORTH AND SOUTH
VIETNAM ARD LOAS,. (BASED ON A PERSONAL INTERVIEW BY A BATTALION

CIVIL APFAIRS OFFICER..)

INTRODUCTION

late one afierncon in mid-June 1966, a North Vietnamese
Sergeant by the name of Chien surrended himself to a mixed unit
of Americans and South Vietnemese. Thie event occurred during
Operation Hewthorne, a join U.S.-South Vietnamese effort to
relieve & besieged Regional Force garrison at Toumorong.
Toumorong is located in the western Central Highlands, about
fifteen miles northeast of the district cspital of Dei To.

Immediately after surrending, the North Vietnamese
Sergeent wae takenm to Dak To where he was quesiionsd by an
Auericen Usptain from the First Brigade of the 10lst Airborne
Diviesion.. The next day the Sergesnt was tsken by truck to the
Chiem Hoi (Open Arms) Center for deserters at Kontum. A month
later he arrived in Ssigon by sirplane where he stayed until
8 November 1966,.. While in Saigon he underwent political ine
docrination and wrote sbout workimg and living conditions in
North Vietnsm for the South Vietnamese National Intelligence
Force.

After his return to Kontum, Sergean Chien became an
assistant platoon leader at the Kontum ChieM Hoi Center. I
first met Chien on 3 Jaﬁuary 1967.. He was armed with en
American carbine and was respomsible for giving political in-

v - o Wsswgogs.u%wwa'rgveas at %_then *i Center.- Ag an enm- + @
ployee of the Bouth Vieinemess govermment his monthly wage was

bt o . 8808 Goaox 8 | Lew . ® .
3,500 piasters.

When I discovered thet Ohien had fought against my unit,
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the First Brigade of the 10lst Airborne Division, I becams ex-
tremely imterested in his career as a North Vietnamese scldier..
What follows is the result of a persomal imterview conducted by

myself over an elapsed time of fourteen hours.



NARRATION

When Private Chienm entered the North Vietnamese Army he was
issued just two sets of uniforms: two kheki shirts and twolkhalki
trousers. By use of néedle and thread his two sets of uniforms
mst do for the next five years. At the end of that pericd of
tiwe he would receive a third set of khaki's.

Borm im 1939 im the provincial city of Hanan (1 on msp A),
he had moved with his family at the age of eight to Hanoi (2 on
mep A).. In Hanoi his mother and father ﬁcrksd tégether selling
tobacco in & small family-rum store. 4s a youngster, he worked
for his parents im their tobaceco shop and also helped one of his
four brothers who ownsed s bicycle repair shop.

In 1954, at the age of fourteen, he enrclled for five years
of compulgory elementery schoolimg, which is the standard education
received by most Horth Vietnamese. After findshing school he had
been quite content working im a Hamoi fruit canning faétory for

the past four years.

Training In The North Vietnamese Army

It was on 12 April 1963, that Chien reported to the basic
training center at Vam Diem (3 on map A). There, at Van Diem,
just three miles southeast of Hanoi, he was assigned to the First
Company of the Third Battalion, 304th Infentry Divisiom for thir-
teen weeks of basic infantiry training.

Private Chien was not a volunteer. He had been drafted into
the North Vietnamese Army for three yeafa. When drafted, at the
age of twenty-three, Chien stood five feet tall and carried his
weight of one hundred pounds on a slender bone structure. His
black unrulely hair contrasted sharply with his clean, even white
teeth. Though dark complexed, his skim was free of blemishes., .

48 a recruit Chien had much to learn. Accordingly, his days



at Van Dier were busy ones.

The one hundred end sixty men in Chien's traiming company were

quartered in a lomg, single story barracks constructed of orange-

colored bricks.. Exsectly at 0600 hours everyome was awakem by a

whistle for the start of the training day which consisted of the

following schedule..

0600 to
0630 to
0700 to

0730 to
1100 to

1130 to

1200 to
1400 to

1600 to

1700 to
1730 to

1800 to
2100 to

2130
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7000
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1130
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1400
1600

1700
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1800
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2115
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Four sets of physeieal
exerciges and a mile run.

Clean barracks and aline
bunks..

Brealkfast of corn cake
and a cup of water,

Classroom work.

Weapoms cleaning.

Lunch of rice, fish, veg-
tables, and sometimes meat,
with water or tea to drink,
Rest (sleep) period.

Clamssroom work.

Sports hour (swimming,
running, ete).

Weapons cleaning.
Dinner (samwe &s lunch),

Group discussicm con-
cerning day's classwork.

Company formatiom to imsure
everyone is present.

Lights out.

Sunday was 6 rest day with one«third of the
Compeny on pess).

-Buring ‘the first two weeks, c¢lassroom work was devoted entirely

to political indectrinatiom courses. At the start of the third week

political classes were reduced to two kours per week and emphasis

was shifted to such subjects asweapons firing, ¢lose—order drill,

first aid, and elementary militery tmctics..
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On the first day of the tenth week of training Private Chien
shouldered hie rucksack and marched all day with his company. For
the next four weeks he lived outdoors putting im practice all that
he had learned im the classrcom. He fired a SKS-carbine and anigaiZ—
matic assualt rifls; dug entrenchmenmts; participated im patrols; and
conducted ambush, attack, asnd defensive drills,

On 14 July 1963, Chiern broéded a traim for Som Tay (4 on map A).
Son Tay, which lies near the Red River about twenty-five wiles north-
west of Henmol, was the sole officer candidate school Hr the entire
North Vietnamese Army im 1963.

A North Vietnamsse Army colonel was in charged of the 4,000
officer students at Som Tay. The three year course was geared to
equip each student to be & leader of mem. Though. officer candidetes
they wore no special uniform mor received any extre pay; and were
considered and treated ss privates. Most of Chien's classmates
wore from North Vietnam; however, a few of the students were from
leos end Cambodia, The mejority of the imstructors at Son Tay had
been schooled in either Russia or China, So it was not surprising
thet Bussian military tactics were taught.

‘Officer Candidate Chien had been at Som Tay for hardly a month
when he was stricken with severe stomack ackes coupled with
diarrhea, On 13 August 1963, he was admitted to the Son Tay City
hospital..

Despite his complete medical recovery by 3 September 1963,

Chien had been dropped from the officer candidate courss.

‘It was @ disappointed Private Chien that reported on 4 Septem-
ber1963 to the 42nd North Vietnam Army Regiment. The 2,000 mn
strong 42nd Regiment was garrisomed im French built barracks over-
looking the fishing village of Kien 4n (5 om map 4), just two and
ahalf miles east of the port city of Haiphong., BSituated on a hilltops
the post wes surroumded by two six-foot high barb~wire fences spaced

three fee apart. DBatween the fences rolls of concertina-wire had
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bsen placed on the groumd,.
Life with the 42nd Regiment was pleasént for Private Chien.

Though still ea private, he wes an assistant squad leader of ten

MeN——mm which meant he supervised work-details rather than do the < . .

actual work himself, Now that he was assigned to a non-training
unit, for the first time, he was sble to go into town during the
evenings and on Sundays wher he was free of duties.

Time pasted quickly at Kien An for Private Chien. There was
of course the unavoidable three and ahalf hours of political
classes each week, And each day one hour was spend cleasning his
WORDOlw—=~=21 AKQ#? automatis sssualt rifle. But often Private
Chiem and his fellow eoldiers would get an opportunity to fire
livé ammnition on a nearby range. Pirimg was conducted during
both daytime and nightime. At might the target was & swaying,
lighted lamp attached to a2 rope which was fired &t from three
ranges: 100, 150, and 200 meters.

Private Chien exceeded at weapoms firing. Therefore, it only
seemed natural to him that he should be promoted to Corporal,

The very next day, 16 Februsry 1964, Corporsl Chien and 157 other
soldiers from the 42nd Regiment were ordered to report to the
non-commissioned officer’s school at Thuy Nguyen (6 om mep A),
located 2ix miles west of Kien An.

During the six-month long non-commissioned officer's
course, Chien's training days were very similar to those he had
spend as a private at Van Diem. The major difference was that more
advanced and varied subjects were taught.

The first three weeks consisted of c¢lassroom work devoted to
the politiecal history of the North Vietnaﬁese Army. Afterithis
political indoecrination period was completed, Chien received
advanced instruction on how to maintain and fire such weapons as
the RPD machinegun, the AK-47 mutomatic assuelt rifle, the SKS-

- carbine, and the 40mm snti-tank recoiless rifle.. The techniques
3



of using hend grenades, plastic explosives, and mines were also
thoughly covered. Ambush tactics, artillery fire adjustment,
patrolling, reconnaigsance techniques, and numerous other military
arte were taught outdoors during both the day and night. During the
last three weeks Corporal Chien spend his entire time in the field
practicing all that he had learned during the pasi twenty-three
weoks.

On 20 August 1964, Corporal Chien graduated with honors. 4s a
result, he was selected to remain at Thuy Nguyen as & small-arms,
bayonet, -and tactics imetructor.

As an instructor; Chier spend four happy and enjoyable months
st Thuy Nguyen.. There were thirty instructors, all of whom were
éorporals, for & student body of 270 students, The commander of
the school was a captein. Working just eight hours aday for six
days, with Sundays off, Chien was sble to enjoy himself in the re-
laxed atmosphere. Though he received no special pay, Corporal
Chien was entitled to an extra food ration as an instructor. This
supplemently, wonthly ratiom comsisted of five pounds of sugar, two
or three pounds of meat, and sometimes a can of milk..

Chien's blissful 1life at Thuy Nguyem came to & suddent end on
22 Dgcomber 1964; when he was promoted to Sergeant and out of his
job as an instructer.  The next day he returned to Kien &n and re-
joined. the 42nd Regiment as a squad leader of eleven msn. He
taught hiz edevem squad members everything that he had learned at
the nom~commiseioned officer's school,.

While at Kien An, he was dirscted to take his équﬂd each Sﬁnday
afterncon and help the local villagers gather the rice and potatoces

ie the surrounding fields near the camp,
On 25 February 1965,. the entire 2,000 man 42nd Regiment departed

Kien An for Thenh Hoa., Sergeant Chien and the 42nd Regiment conducted
}hs_mgygmsn@ by foot for the whole trip from Kien An southward to Thanh
Hoa, which is located 140 miles south of Hanoi. However, the entire
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trip involved 210 miles; and the regiment had to carried sverything
on it's back. Marching for ten hours each day, the regiment stopped
for a three-day rest and a resupply of nige at the half-way point
~---= at Hung Yen (7 on map &) on 7 March 1965.

Thirteen days later, on 20 March 1965, Sergeant Chien and the
42nd Regiment reached Thanh Boa (8 on mep A)., Each company of the
regiment was quartered im ome of the many hamlets that surrounded
Thanh Hoe.. In retura for their civiliam quarters, the soldiers of

refiment
theessisted each Sundey aftermoon with the harvesting of the rice
erop..

Imsediately the regiment started intensified jungle training
in the mounmtainous terrain that was strikingly similar to the
central highland regiom of South Vietnamn..

A gsense of urgency permeated the regiment. Yet, no onme had
explained why the regiment had moved to Thanh Hoa for jumgle train-
ing. That is, a8 far as Sergeant Chien knew, no one could tell him
the reason for the new state of affairs.

To increase their physical conditioning, Sergesnt Chien and his
squad members each carried sixty pounds of stones im their rucksacks,
Weighted down with this weight they climbed the numerous steep hills
that dotted the surrounding country-side.

New subjects were taught to the regiment. How to move in the
jungle without meking a noise.. How to silently observe the battle~
field.. How to dig trenches while under enemy fire. How to fight
againat enemy artillety positions, How to shoot down airplanes
and descendimg parachutists.. Night training was emphasized and so

were ambush itechnigues.

The training was comducted at all )Jevels, At the platoon amd
lower levels Sergeant Chien and his fellow mon.commissioned officers

conducted the training. At company, battalion, and regiment level
" 10



the imstruction was conducted by officers.

In Sergeant COhien's companmy there were three men who were
either Russian or Chinese trained imstructors. These were a
platoon sergeant, the companmy first sergeant, &nd a platoon
leader.

Though the training was intense and rigorous, morale was
generally high,. Occassionally, a few of the men would fake sick-
nesa by nmot eating so th4} they could misg a couple of days of
training..

Near the end of October 1965, the regiment completed it's
training.. Then one-third of the men at a time were send home on
leave for one week,

Sergeant Chien spend his week's leave in Hanoi with his
family.. While im Hamoi he saw American airplanes for the first
time. Each time they appeared over Hanoi, he and his family would
take shelter im thelr backyard log-and-earth eight-fdot deep bunker.

By 18 November 1965, all members of the regiment had returned
from leave.. It was at this tims that-Sergeant Chien learned that
his regiment was going to South Vietnam.. So that waas why the food
ration had been recently incressed and leave granted.

Well, 8o be it. He was happy to go. Hadn't he been told that
four-fifth's of Scuth Vietnam was controlled by the Viet Cong, their
allies. Their job would be to liberate the remaining one-fifth of
the country from the Americans,. It would be an easy task since they
would be welcomed as liberaters by the South Vietnamese, against
whom the Americens had committed numerous atrocities. And besides,
the Americans, who were an impatient race of people, would never be
able to fight a protracted war; thus it was reasonable to assume
that the Amsricans would soon leave South Vietnam when they en-
countered the determined North Vietnsmese soldier. Yes, Sergsant
Chien was happy to go to South Vietnam: after all, everything was
in his favor, |
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Infilteation.Inte loas

Onigbvamher 1965, Sergeant Chien headed south by foot for
South Vietnam.. Using the Ho Chi Minh trail, the entire 42nd
Regiment was moving southward by battalion., Each battalion was a
three-.day walk aparte----this wes aceomplished by etaggering the
departure of each battaliom by three days.

Walking under the jungle canopy and following well-used
foot~trails, the battalion was able to remain hidden from aerial
observation.. Whenever an airplane approsched the entire column
would stop as ome body and esch man would lie motionless until’
the airceraft had passed overhead. Though manmy times airplanes
flew over the colum the battalion was neither detected nor
bombed.
| 411 along the trail network Sergeant Chien encountered groups
of young people (mostly girls), age eighteen to twenty, who were
repairing and improving the pathways.. Ga%;ites, consisting of
three raised bamboo huts, hed been hacked out of the jungle, Each
campsite was large enocugh to accommodate en eleven msn squad. Thus,
each company in Sergeant Chien’s battalion was spread-out over an
area 800 meters long. Everything possible was done to meke just as

small e target as possible for the American airplanes,

Bach campsite was one day'es march apart-—---about nine miles.
When the jungle canopy hid them the battaliom marched from sun-up
to sun-down. When the terrain was open and afforded little or no
concealment the battalion moved only during the night.

The days were comforteble, but the evenings wers very cold.
Every fourth dey the battaliom would spend the day resting..

Each msn carried seven days supply of rice. Every seventh
day Sergeant Chien received four pounds of rice, In addition to the

rice, Sergesnt Chien was given four pounds of salted pork mesat, two

pounds of wheat flour, and two pounds of salt; which had to last for
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the complete trip. Water was easily obtesinable from the numerous
streams that were adjacent to the trail. Befors drinking it, it was
bciled to purify it.

Fifty malaria tablets were carried by Sergeant Chien and each man !
in his company. The tablets were to be consumed at the rate of two
per week to ward off malarie, However, they were ineffective. For
everyone in Sergeant Chien's company contracted melaria and before
the trip was completed four members of the company would diqfffom
malaria.. It would iake a full two months after the trip was completed
for most of the mem to fully recover their strength.

To combat general fatique each men wae issued one hundred
tablets of vitamim B.l, These were to be taken whenever a man felt
weslk; usually at the rate of three to five per week,

Sergeent Chien's mem carried gasmasks in case the Americans
dropped gas from their airplanes.. Durimg the leng march southward
there was neo need to use the masks.-

Sometime around 1 January 1966, Sergeant Chien crossed into
South Vietnam. Following a southwestern route and utilizing a
bridge built by the North Vietnamese, he crossed the Ben Hai River
(9 on map A) from South Vietnam into Loas two dﬁys later.

Malaria and general fatique hed now reduce the daily travel
distance from nine to six miles aday. In antiecipation of this, the
campsites in loes were closer together than they had been im North
Vietnam., A4ll the campsites in loas were manned aﬁd maintained by
| Horth Vietnamese.

The month of January 1966 passed, and stilI,Séfgeant Chien
pressed southward under the thick losian jungle canopy. Overhead,
many Americen sirplanes flew bys. -Ona day, one of the regiment
staff officers lingered toc long in a smal)l cleering. He was fired
at, but mot hit, by & rocket-firing airplame..

On 20 February 1966, 8ergeant Chien's regiment arrived at it's

13 |



destination~~---Buom Tasseing, loas, whieh is located sbout ten miles
west of the Loaian--ﬂouth.Vietna;:;oundary'in a northwestern line
opposite Kontum,

Again dispersion was the rule. Each battalion established
their own seperate base comp im & radius of six miles from Buon
Tasseing, Sergeant Chien's baitalion.set up near the hamlet of
Buom Het (10 on map A&).

Sergeant Chien's squad, and the other squads in the battalion,
each constructed three huts under the thick, dense jungle roof,.
large encugh to house four men each, they were well concealed by
the jungle growth. A log-and-earth bunker was constructed next to
each hut for protectiom agasinst serial bombing.

The local natives supplied Sergeant Chien's squad with a starchy,
tubular and potatoe-like food substance that only required boiling
in water before it was edible, This was used to supplement their
mesger supply of rice which had to be transported by manpower from

Cambodia. Salt, and & smell quantity of dried fish, sometimes

reached them from North Vietnam,.

Operatioms In South Vietnanm

Sergeant Chien and hiz mem were still suffering from Malaria.
Yet, on 1 March 1966, he was told to prepare for his first combat
operation.. On this same day, Sergeant Chien was promoted to platoon
sergeant and placed in charge of a platoon that was commanded by a
Second lisutenant,

On 2 March 1966, Sergeant Chien's platoon fell into formation
gndrmoved with the entire battaliom eastward. For seven days they

moved. At the beginning of the second day they crossed unnoticed
into South Vietnam,.

The thick jungle permitied day movement. During the seven day

trip they neitherggﬁéﬁfor heard any enemy airplanee or soldiers.
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Their first combat operatiom wae to be an ambush along
National Route 14, The siﬁe selected wes six milee south of Dak
Sut (11 on mep &). Dak Sut was the site of a U 8 Special Forces
camp that now was abandoned after it had been cverwhelmed by the
Viet Cong im 1965. Dak Sut lay im the middlé of & marrovw valley
through which flowed s narrow and twisting river. National Route
14 followed the western bank of the river off at a distance of
400 meters,

The ambusk site had been selected with great care.. The
complete battaliom was stretched out along s mile track near the
western shoulder of the roed. Positiomed om the high ground to
the west of Route 14 they would be able to look down upom their
surprised victims..

For three days Sergeent Chien waited with the rest of his
battaliom.. Then on 14 March 1966, at 1100, a convoy was spotted
moving toward the embush site.

The convoy never hed a chamce. In a metter of just four
minutes it wae wiped-cut. Sergeant Chien was unmble to see just
how many South Vietnamese soldiers wers killed or captured,

Hie twenty-four man platoon captursd two South Vietnamese
goldiers and three U 8 manufactured carbines, All twelve trucks
and the rice that were im the convoy were destroyed by burning.
Clothes, cigarettes, ammumition, weapons, and all prisoners
were taken back to loas., The civilians whc had been with the
convoy were allowed to continue on their way.

Sergeant Chien and his battaliom returmed to their base

camp in Loas without & mishap on 17 March 1966, Their first
operatiom had been a complets success and had been zccomplished

without one North Vietnamese casualty.
Somatime during the last of March 1966, Sergeant Chien

saw a tall American pilot that hed been taken prisomer in South

15



Vietnam im Vlate 1965 near Plei Me. He was wearing a blue flight
suit with tﬁe gold leaves of & major om his shoulders, Hatless, his
‘heir was long and shaggy. Underweight, the Lt:sxp»’t.t.lrecl major had lost
‘ on one hand,
the two fingers next to his little finger, He was moved from camp
 to camp, never staying more than two days in oms location.

After afriving back at Buom Het, Sergeant Chien's pletoon
underwent both politicel and military training for the next seven
weeks. OSergeant Chien conducted a pumbey of clesses himself during
this time on hand-to-hand combat, bayonet fighting, and ambuzh
techniques,

It was durinmg this period of time that Sergeant Chien began %o
doubt the North Vietnamsse cause. First of all, he was almost
positive that the ambush he took part in near Dak Sut had killed
{nnocent civilians. From what he hed been able to 8ee and hear
most of the population centers im South Vietnam were controlled
by the South Vietnamese government; not by the Viet Comg as he had
been told. As a matter of fact, Sergeant Chien was forced to live
ip the hills and jungle away from the people.

As & platoom pergeant he was entitled to receive 1,500
piasters a month. However, after he left North Vietnam last year
he had not received any pay., Instead he got paid-in-kind every
three momths at the rate of twenty piasters per month.. He re-
ceived soap, toothpaste, needles, thread, etc every th¥ee months.
The remainder of hie pay would bs due him when he returned to
North Vietnam. When that would be no one knev.

Worst of all, was the poesibility of being killed and placed
in an unmarked grave without his family kmowing about it. Life

G i e e . op WOE Gndeedgygry unpleasant gr Sﬁeant G%'e'x“m:d his fellow !brfh

Vietnemena soldiers,

On 8 May 1966, Sergeant Chien and his platoon headed by foot
16



for & second time toward fouth Vietnam. The bn.tt.e.lion reconnsis-
sance plai:,ooﬁ ha.d_- p‘rec‘eeded. the battaliom and was selecting and
marking their route. ' For nineteen &aye they nbud'unﬁolested

t.hraugh the mnunta:.nous Junglo torrain. Eetnral times they had to

detour around hme‘rican units; blpt they remimd undetected.

Sergem Ghien and his pls.t.oom arr:lved at t.heir dsstimtion

om 27 Mey 1966—---four niles sonthxest of an isolx_a.t.ed South

'-.Viatna.man ou-tfo;t hy the name bf Toumorong (12 on map A). A

narrow dirt roed connected Toumrong with the distriet ca.pital
of Dak To (13 on map A), which was located fifteen miles to the
south. _ |

The plem was simple. Tvo battalions of North Vietnamese
soldiers would attack the gover;amént outpost of Toumroﬁg from the
mrthwest. A third baﬁta.lion, ﬁergoant Olziéﬁ’s battalion, would

ambush the rolief forces t.hat vere sure to use tha road that ran

" between Toumrong and Dak To.

| Two thpu_saad moters west of the dirt road that comnected
Tbuﬁorong' end Dak To, Be'rges.nt éhian’s battaliom dug .in. They
utayed that f'ar from the road in ordar to avoid detection tnd the
airstrikes and artillary fire ths.t would follou their detmtion.

Several squad-—ize unite were posted clmer to the road for obser-

: va.t:.unal purposes,

Buring the nineteen day trip to Toumorong each man had
carried twenty pounds of rice im a sausage-like sack slung over .
the shoulder.. lf’tar arriving :Lm positiom each man kept only four
pounds of rice for himself.. Thn remaiming rice was left with the

hattaliom kitclpn, located two m:!.lea behind the battaliom dug-in ‘

.__,i’“itim. e e
; v - Coa - B : T

oy

11 uehannqag two hdua ul' riﬁiut wo&d For sach men
by the battaliom's kitchen.. Undergruund tunnels were used to ea.rry

eway and hide the smoke 30 it would not by spotted. by the




American eirplenes, The cooked rice was then carried forward
to the battaliom and consumeic_l-._during the mid-morning and
mid-afternoon meals, It was sperse but sufficient for Ser-
geaﬁt Ohien aﬁd his men. N

_Quitely;'sargeant'Uhioﬁ'anﬂ his pletoon waited. A week
passed. thhiﬁg happened.::ﬁurveilanca was maintained cont-

_ 1nouslym 6¥arhead; Amarican eirplanes could be heard.

Then, on' 7 June 1966, Americen: and South Vietnameps
soldiers in trucks with t°“€d artillery-iere reported moving
northward on the road to fodharong,

On 8 June 1966, Bergéant Chien w&a_just two hundred mstars
west of the road with ten of.hiS'mén. 8till no sign of the
enémyt | _

Suddently, at 1400 on;the efternoon of 8 June 1966, Bergeant
Chien saw a squad of South VietnamaSe 2oldiers moving parallel
%o the road in e northuafd directioﬁ and only fif'ty meters to
his fromt, o

At the seme time both ?i&as saw each other. Under orders not

- to disclose his positiowm by_firing, Berpgeant Chien quickly dise
~patched two of his mem to th; rear to imform his commending
~officer what he was faced wif.h..

. 4t firet, Sergeant Chien attempted to evade the South
?ietnamaée. He told his oun;men not to fire soc that they would
not draw return fire.. He shouted to the South Vietnamese not to
fire.. Ho told them thet Vietnsmsse should mot fight sach other.

The South Vietnamese ﬁid not firs, but attempted to encirele

Sergeant Chien and his men..

reached for & hemd gremade aﬁd threw it toward the eneiroling

enemy., The forse of the Blaét mdﬂnntarlg-stunned the South
Vistnamese into inactiiity aﬁduallow-ﬂorganﬁt Uhien.and'hia ien |



to siip away.

As he harried toward tﬁe.ﬁast, he spotted wime Amsrican
helicopters atrafiﬁg hia.bgttaiiom with rocket and machinegum
fire. _Arriving shortly after the helicopters héd,left, he dis-
covered that no ons in hié compeny had been hit. However, every-
one ﬁas'preparing to.leaioﬂﬁheir_praseﬁt area, which by mow wae
judged te Sa unsaf'e, |

The conplete battallon mnved eastward toward the road.. Thayﬂl
forced—marched at a rapid pace toward a hill that dominated the

~dirt road.. Sergeant Chien's hgttalicn-was greetqd by & heavy volumﬂ_
of small-srms fir# from the hi_ll.. Atop the hill, s company-size
- force of South Vietnamese wereédugpink |
| When the firing*éthrted, éergaant-ﬂhien’s battaliom had been
advaﬁcing fr6Mathg west, Bow £hs batﬁalion‘wgs piﬁned'doun and
taking'casualtiea§-~--onn of wﬁich;was Sergeant Chien's platoon
'1a§dar. - | | |
Ebw, as acting platoonAlaader, he was orderad to move aouth- _
_ward with his company-anﬂ attack the hill from the south. After
shifting southmard Ghien 8 platoon mnnaged to work their way up half
of the southern slope before they ren iato trouble. _
| Heavy vnlumns of enemy fire reduced the utrength of Sergeant
Ohien's platoon:very rupidly._-ﬂaxt to SBergeant Chien an RPD
.machinegunnai_fell‘forward on ?o his face. Sergeanf-chien
| isii.‘.op.pad momentﬁ.{ly,. ploked up .%l:.hs fallan gunner's machinegun,
and continued on; firing his newly found waapoﬁ from the kip.
They got te withtn bne hnndredimatern of the hilltep before a
' curtainaof fire brought them to & ground-hngging halt. 'Sérgeant
et pkiemidug ta gy ey, - S g e £ R
North Vietnamese had lost contpct Uith.their conmanﬁora. ;Ehé last-

order had bean to take the hill. Hithmu& new orduru Sergeant ﬂhien
19



"_ ,'pla;ohg'leadnra, had been killad and nine bad been Uppnﬁgfé to

2w -
.

hed no choice but to continue tha"fight._ 
Lrtiilery ahﬁlls were falling 3ust ta the west and sauth of

the hills ucutting off escapd in those directions. Antually, they-

'wbuld be safer from the artillery firing by getting closer to the

South Vietnamese. :

‘The battle raged ﬁn. 8lowly,, and at great cost,_iﬁe Forth
Vietnamesa‘preqéed home the attﬁckn. By ealflthéy had fought to
'within'fiftaon msters of the'hiyltoy._ However, they had reached B
the limits of their endurance. ;Nbarlylout of ampunition, Sergeant
0hieh'§ cbmpeny bad lost one-thﬂrd'of it's strength so far. Aﬁd'
all the other compamies of:the hattalién had left the battle ares
by this.tiﬁé-;--cnly'ﬂergeant dhien'a'company fought on . alone,

" At 2300 a runner from:hattaliouiappoared and told them to .
rejoin the battalion as soom as pouaibla.

. By OhOO on 9 June 1966, tha lest of the dead and wounded were

rempved from.the slope of the htll. On the hilltop the South

Vietn#mese would fire an ocaasi&nal searéhiﬁg burst of fire at the

North vietnamsse a8 they policoq tha battlefield.

Using hammncka, the wounﬂe& ware taken three miles westward to'

the regimmntal collection pointﬁ given tenporary medical treatmant,
and then talten to Lﬂas for reeoﬁery. : .

Tha dead were buriad in in&ividual graves about two miles west
Trom.where they had fallen. . A qingle stick was stuck in the ground
at the foot of each-grava. 0n t%e stick was paintad each man's

|
name and rank. :

Sergeant Chien's cumpnnw hﬂd fiftyasaven men whan it left Loas.

Now only thirtyhseven men were pkesent. Eleven, to include;two

-

IS v * ERCE, M
. By, .

?:; _.i-.f 1 el

By 0550 on 9 Junw 1?‘6, the r-llnsnt#ae!"ﬂurgocat G&&un's
company had rejoinsdd the bgttnlian. The battered battalion

then'headod northwestward away froi.the battia ares. Travel was

20’
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.ﬁiffidﬁl_t.... The e.rt:lllery firihg haa.d aaturated t.he ares am:l had
‘kmocked down all the _t_reaa. _ 50 thiek: was the downad vegetation .
that e {rail .had to be cut hoﬂ:ro the battalion could move for-
'.w.rd | | o | |

_ At 1600 Serge&nt Ghian anﬂ his ba.ttalion reached s largs
.'tropica.l forest. Over ‘head an hmerican airplane flew broadaaat—
ing surrender appeals to the Nn::r’i',l: Vietnamese. As soom as the
airpla.ne passed overhoad the bat.'l:.alion politieal off‘icar, a first
: liautenant, 8poku to ench comany of the ba'l:.talion. Eo informed
the usaembled Norﬁh Vietnmaa tha.t what they ha.d juat heard were
Iies calcuiated to induna them to aurrander. Only_ by stiqkmg
.:together could thoy reach Loaa and safety.. T
| After tra.veling all day J('.hey stopped far the night at 1500.
They had traveled soms nino mies northwestward from the scene of
yesi:arday B -hattle. Eoimver, t.hey dug t.renehes that ni.ght in case
they had been :l’oiloueé and hadito fight, -
: 'I’hn-l-. night (9-10 Juna), Bergennt Ghian slept in & trench under
& sky that wag eomt.a.utlg ltgﬁted by ﬂaros drnpped from American
a.irplanes to the sou‘t.h alongmt&o ‘&izt retd.‘ "

On the morning of 10 June 1966 Sergeant %ien ate a bowl of
~ boiléd rice and-drank a oup of* wator- fo_r breakfast. Then he moved
weptward with his battalion tovard loas. |

At 0900 ma.ny American helicoptora flew low over the batta!ion.
“The' henooptars were fllled wﬂh Aworican soldiers.

?ignring thet they were nqltw surrounded, the hattaliem turned
beek toward the trenches in wlﬁfch they hmd spend the night. By
' 11100 they had returned to the tfrenehas which they had left: umt

overhead cover. COnce this was ;done ammmitiom and weapons were

checked. It was during the cheéck: that Sergeant Chien's cempany
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commander discovered that sam of -IOhié_nfs;_' men had thrown away about
& third of their sammunition during their lomg march from Loaz to
Toumorong,. - SRR ‘.

" The companmy commander was furious., Sergeant Uhien wes told
that he would be court—mrtialed for f‘ailure to exercise proper.
con:t_rol over his men. The more Igg talked,. the mwore epraged the
Gohpany commander became.. Finaiiy, he pointed his pistol at Sergeant
Chien's head and thres.teﬁed td.shi.oat him on the spot. Reacting
quickly to this suddent denger, jﬂorgeant Ghien: pointed his auto-
matic rifle at the company commander.

It was a stand-of?. As if im: silent agree and underata.nding,. both
men backed away from each other a,nd went back to the work at hand---—-»
preparing for a battle with the ﬂmricans

Three slow hours Wwere spent i.m the trenches, | When no Americens
appeared the battalion was ordered t.o continue merching towa.rd loas,
‘They merched westward from 1700 t-.hat aftermon- to 0100 the next day,
11 June. By that time they had reached Natiomal Route 14.. They
‘were ready t.o cross tho road a.t 0150 whexn to the south, and not to

: far off, they haard the clatter of small arme firing and the boomng
sound of artillery.

Hastily they backed off from the road and started to dig
trenches on a neérhy ridgeline -thafrh paralleléd the eastern side of

the road. They dug siiontly for é.n hour.. It was quiet all aroumd
them mow.. S0 the order was g:wen ngain to prepare to croes the road
in one rushing movement, ‘

7 | Sergeant Ghien,., who happemc!?to be near the political ofﬂcer,
teld him that he was sick with mlari& and could not meve forward

il _....‘1_.-_

o - Iim a ﬁhﬂr@ l‘“ﬁ... 1‘*. m tm‘ m‘ th ‘ﬂ cww m i m’-.‘ :‘,‘ '.l

T A S

Tha pnlitical officer did mt sey anything. He Juat nodded hia

~ head and asked for Bergoant Ghion e woapom



Left alone bylhimself Sergeant Chien rested briefly and
then. Pollowed his hattaliem across Route 1& Once across tha
road Sergeant Ghlenxrealized that he vas lost. In the darknass
'__ho could not deterh& i:Latldireotion;his battaliom had gome,
”Wlthnut his weapon he was arqu with only.four hand grenades. 30 |
he walked éouth-dn:the shouldér.of the roed, Flares were gcing.off :
end lighting the might sky. o | o -
At 0450 Sergeant Chien came to & destroyed “new life hamlat,
where he found and ate some bananas that were growing on a.tree.
Then he dup a trench-shnlter-and went to sleep.. Tha sun wes on
a downward slope when he awoke at 1400 11 June 1966.
" He was very depressed mmntally. Using the black carbon of a
'flashlight battery that he fbund in the hamlet and 8 needle, he
drew a dragger on hia ehest and wrote a short mnssage to tho
effect that he was iorrylng about life®. It wag at thia tizme that
'Sergeant Ghien.deciﬁed to aurtender. In his mdnd'l eye the fighting
was sonﬁeless and certainly wauld not benefit the_inneeent civilisans,
He shouldered hie rucksack and headed south. | |
| At 1700 he atopped and hung his hammnck ‘between two traes.
ﬁust befqre_he vwas ahout to fall aaleap he Bmalt amoking tobacco.
.Pérhéps he was dreaming. Glancing toward the road he saw a
compang—size unit of Amarioans and Vietnamssa. |

He took off his hat, wavpd it at them, and walked forward.
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AHALYBI& AND ORITI GI 8M

1. During Sergeant Ghian 8 basic combat trainﬁng one hour’
daily—was achoduleﬂ for tho pare and mn;ntenance of 1ndividual
weapana. Additionally; tha advaneed training that Ghian reeeived;
also emphasized malntenance of weapons, Viewad'in_ganaral_tetms
'this would appear to be highly commendable, (Sea pﬁges 6 and'B') -

2, Gonsiderabla amount of training ‘time was. spant outdoors
1n.order to faniliarize Ghiep with field-conditionsb Again,.
71ewed in general terms thia;appe&rq‘to be highly commnnddﬁle.
(Bee pages 7, 9, and 10. ) i |

5. Political training also oocupied & large portian.of
'Sergeant Ghien '8 mllitary tr&inﬁng 3nhedula. Thlﬂ ie undealrable..
:-beeause polltical trainlng dpos ot ccntrlbuta directly to'
military effactivaness:aﬁ-a Qoldier.- {Bea pages 8 and 16 )

4, Sergennt Ghiem recoived 3 distorted version of tha
; aetua1 condltlons im South Vietnnnn As later events revealed
aueh a diatorted picture proved militarily'harmful----partieuar-
1y for morale. (Bes pages 11 and - 16 ) |

5 Deaplte e constant threat of dzscovery by American
asrial observation, Bergeant Ghian mnved about without being
detected Apparently, Ghiem.waa vary a&apt at uslng the-junglé |
terrain for cbncealmant; (Bes pagea 12, 14, and 17.) |

6., Malaria pills and. other health maasures vare taken by.
"imembers of Sergeant Chien's unit-to arold sickness and ézsease :
. during their tr:p {to Loas. EwaVer,-thesa Esagures were inp '
effective—~——four men died from mnlaria and most of the other

men were aiak. {Bee pnga lﬁiand 22,)

: 1. m a neutral ooun#.rg, vas. m.ﬂe h,' gﬂ-w m“ . o

“oherstions. * Mlitarily, this was & good technique beosuse it

provided a skfe area for training, reating, and recupersting for
future coﬁhatwg»(see pqggs.lﬁ’and 22,)
| o FT.
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8. Sergeant Chien foi.md tﬁat lack of commm_ic.a‘t.io'm. |
hindered his ability to fight effectively. Lack of commnications:
appearsd f.o be most criiic;il when Ghien was faced with a fluid |
situation that required & decisive and immsdiate decision, (See
pagea_’\l?"‘and '2_0.) | : | |

9. On several occasipns Sergeant Chien related incidents
that disclosed weak discipline within the North Vietnamese Army
—w--=faking of sickness end discarding of useful ammmitiom.

| '_chérding to our'sténdarda;r this would indicate that discipline
in 'ihe North Vi_eins.mese ery is substendard. (See pages 11 end

21.) | SRR |
10, Digging-im was thp one most used technique of defenss

used by Sergeant Chien.. All things considered, this wis & highly
desirable tactic. (Ses pages 7, 10, 14, 17, 19, 21, 22, and 23.)




LESSOMS LEARNED

‘1. The North Vietnamese soldier can be expected to be
profitient in the maintenance of individual weapons.

2.. The Forth Vietnamese soldier cen be expected to be
hardened to field-conditione by the time hé raachga South
Vietnam, | | |

3. The North Vietnamale soldier is exposed to extenaive
'political indocrinatiom. |

4 After arriving 1n.Loas and experiencing combat, the
morale of ths Horth Vietnanbae soldier is often very low,

5, U. 8, aircraft are unable to detect and/o# seriously
hinder ground movement by t#e North Vietnamese.

6. Disease and sickness greatly reduce the.fighting
strength of the Borth Vietnamese by the time they arrive in
Loas, | . | |

7. Loas is being used. effectively as a san&tuary by the
Forth Vietnamese. |

8. lack of commnnicationn is one of the most serious and
ceritical weaknesses withim the ﬁorth Vietuamasa army.

9. Discipline, inm oertain areas withim,the North Vietnamese
army, is low by our atandarda.

10. Ususally, the HNorth: Vletnamase soldier will Pight from &

dug=-in positiom.
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