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IftRODUCTIOlf 

S7A'l'US opt ilIOH-L~L OP~ATIONS AND PLAN Opt OPERJ.TIOR , 
. 

!be 272d .VI et Cons Man Poroe R.gim.nt 1. _ .. - .. --.... 

oon.ldered tbe elite regiment ot tbe qtb VC Dlvi.ion. 

Bovever, during tb. Battle ot M'-nh Thanb Ro&d on q July; 

lQ66, this r.gl_ent .urr.red Ita a.cond der.at bv tb. 

l.t Inrentrv Dlvl.lon and Ita .upportlng tore... On A· 

Jun., lq66, two batta1iona of the 272d Regiment had 

attaoked an Armor.d Ca"alrv Column and were •• ".rlv .. . 

deo~t.d durins th.·thre. and half bour attaok. The 

Battle or Mlnb Tb&nb Ro~d 1. en example of the d@partur. 

tl'O~ ,-onventional taotio. the 1st' Intantr'· Dlvlaion 
\t(1I'-( . . 

e;,;x~p:;.e_r_"_~_n .. ~_,, ____ ~ during it. tirat. ".ar- In Vi.t .... 

!be Battle ot Minb Thanh Road waa on. ot.fi" ... Jor 

aotiona in whtcb Vi.t Cong Main Poro. R.giment. were 

ensa.ed and det.at.d __ bv the 1.t Division during operation 

E1 .a.o, June-July,.lQ66. 'lbe.battle wa. ola •• to in two 

re.pecta. Pir.t wa. th~ planning and .x.cution. Seoond, 

·tbi. va. not an Instance wh.re the VC a10n. plann.d the 

attaok and launched it at a time and place or their 

choo.lng, wltbdrawing betore ad.quat. reaourc •• w.re 

deploy.d in react'on • 

. Ba.e~ on tb. pr~v10u •• ucc ••••• ot ·~oadrunn.r· 

op.ratton. conduct.d b7 ~or.d Ca"a1rv Pore •• , Major 

Oenel'al Villi .. DePu", The eo_anding General, 1at 

IDtantry O1"i.ion, lave the 1st Brisade tb. Mia810n ot 

de".~optns •. plan to iuzae--tbe -Vif"t Cong- Into attacking 

US I'orc... Co10n.1 Sidney B. Berl'v, Jr.,. Tbe Brigade 

Co~nd.r, reoelved the mlaslon, sa •• bi. statt the 

eonc.pt ot oper.tl~n, and i.sued the order for Operation 
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01 vmp,ia/Bl , Pa.o. The lat Brigade's stated ml~sion was, 

-to po.ltion torce~ and oonduct reconnei8sance In torce 

to lure tbe VC to'ambush/attaok the column, enabling the 

1st Brigede to destroy VC Porces bv otfensive acttonR • 

Operation, OlVlTlpie was a multi-phase plan In concept • 
.. ::~- ~ ~......-',- . ' 

e~~mRdtf!ed to insure response to attack on either 

the Minb Thanb Road on Nationel Route 13 South ot An Loc. 

In re.ponse to additional gulf-anee trom General DePuy, 

the 1st Brigade Included a telnt against SHoe eON TRANG. 

On ~ July, a simulated airmobile a.sault would be 

oonducted into a landinE; sone 1n the vlclnlt" of SROC 

COW TRAJO rolloving'alr apd ertl11erv preparations causing 

the VC to b~ drawn into the killing zone ot 8 B-S2 strike. 

Subsequent to receipt of the .1s810n, extensive planning, 
" 

reconnais.an~e and vargamlng waa conducted. All 

ooamaandera .particlpated '':In the plan ~d knew exactly what 

the phlloaoph,r wss Bndwhat the other oonnander8 telt. 

fhi. taoilltated the carrYing out ot'modification witba 
, 

.tn{MuM ot radio transmissions once contact waa .ade. On , 

July 9. Pba •• II ot the operation would begin'wltbTs8k 

'oree .. egoon, consisting of troops Band C, 1st Squadron, 

4th Cavaln. and Compan" B, 1st Batta~ion, 2nd Intantrv 

__ oonductins a reconnal •• anee 1n torce along Route KNIPE 

(Map 1) to M1nb Thanh. TP Dragoon would receive engineer, 

equipment at Minh Thanh and return to An Loc. In the 

.Yent the Task POrce was ambushed or attacked enroute, 
--~---~~, ,~, ~, --~' ~--'--

torce. prevlousl,-po8itloned would respond ,immediately 

a. tbe sttuatfoft developed. Comaitment of intttal 

battalions Would be against the VO tlank.. Remaining 

battalion. would be'coDllllitte4 to the immediate battle 

~,.'~ , 
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are. ~~ to bl~cklng poslt 1 ons. Landing zonea and 

tenetly. blooking ~oaitlon8 along ~lkelY VC route. ot 

withdrawal were seleoted to b~ occup18d on order. ~1 

important aspeot to inaur. the VC were ]ure~ Into contaot 

was that ,lntorl'lat1 o.n . was leElked,~\. the DIOY&lI1ent ot 

bullrl9"r.~_ !~d reaupplv trucks from Minh Thanb to An Loo' .... 
• __ - .... -. r _.... • • 

e.corted with only a s .. ll amount of AJ~ored Cavalry • 
.. -.- ~ .. , .- .. 

'Intormation was alao leaked that e co:nvo" .would be mOYins 

dovn~Route 13 In the near future In hop.s that ahould 

the VO not be lured Into attaoklng tb. Ml~jTbanh Convoy , 

tb.y would attaok the on. on Route 13. Tbe latter would 

b. covered by Art~r. Baa. II. The attlick on the Minh 

!hanb Road wa. preterred becau8e of better landing zon ••• · 

'be plan waa warg8l!.~,~tr.Qlrl. ,ttlCl.. yg s~.~.~dJ??Jtl.~I. and 
... - p - -....." •. ~ ... -- • . 

although t~.e posalble aiteawere sAleeted tor the attack. 

tbe tlnal position seledied was the aame location .atbe 
r'· ,# , .n 

actual attack. Tbe lntellisence estimate Indloated a 
,Il 

mlnlMUII ot one battalion and probcbbr a regiment could 

be expeoted to attaok. Intelligence had shown tbe 272d 

Re&l.~nt to be operating in that a~e6 In regl~ental 

atrength. 

On 7 Jul'" the lat Brigade llegan positioning ita 

toro •• end comp18te~ Ckre and aaintenance for. future 

operlltlona. Headquartera, S, &nd D Batteries, a/6th 

Artl11e~ and A Battery. lIS Artillerv moved to Artillery 

Baae I. 'l'he 2ncl Battalion, 2nr Intaritr't cODJIJlenaed' 

intiltration to Minh Tbenh uaing Uh-ID andCV-2 Aircratt. 

'!'b. IIOY. waa cOlipleted on 8 .luI v. Parae. at "Inb Tbanh 

in~luded 2/24 and l/18tb Intantrv and Batt.~,C, 2/334 

ArtillerJ'_ '!'be aimulated A'rmobl1p. Assault va. conducted 

s 

-' 

.. .. 

,. 



r;,-,~ 'f';,., • ~. - '

~,\; '.:':,,":'. 
, ' 

, .' a. 

{ -

". 

.. 

t' 

.~ 

'..,J- • 

" 

• 

on 8 July b7 the 1/28t, Intnntrv tollowed b~· theB-S2 

.trike.. Afr atr!kes were a180 employed ag .. ln~t suspectecr 
. . 

va loeationa- h~ the SROC cr·w TRANG arfle. Head~us.rtel'a. 

Battery, 1/Sth Artl1lftry and 0 Batter', 1/7th Artillery 

»loved to Artiller~r Ba8ft II. Li eutenant Colonel Robert 

Haldane's, 1/2Ath Int8ntr~ occupied positions around the 

abandoned airstrip 2$00 meters eaat of Artillery Baae I 

and aecured the artillery with ~ne cOMpan~. The lIt 

Battalion, 16th Infantry, cOInZ'lsnded b~r LTC Rufus G. 
~ 

Lazvell, moved tromLOC NINH to QUAN LOl, 5500 m~ter. 

northeast ot AN LOC and was 'pIeced un r1er operat10nal 

oontrol ot: tbe 1st ar1sade. Comp8nv 0, 1/2d Intantl"'" 

and 1/) ARVN A:m~red Cav. provided 8Pcurit,. tor,Apttlle", 

Ba._ II. The 111Ft Intantry Ilsintalne'd one company at 

Poattion S$ end the remainder of the b8ttallon at the 
, ' 

Mlnb Thanh A~rtle1d. ~_The 2/2 Intantry occupied overnight 

, po.ltton~ In vicinity or Sll. 

'lh. lIlA In.t8nt~ C·) began movinr.- t'o 85 st 0605 OD 

q Jul~. ~ollow.d bv the mOTA.ent of ~2 Infantr~ to S11 

at 06S6~ CompDn~r S, 1/28 I~t8ntrv. R8s1stlng in the 

aecurl t-',r ot Art1l1er" Beae I, ':rf'turned to control or Ita 

parent orgo~i.atlon. 

~ EXISTING SITUATION 

1.. fel'l'ain: Ttle area ot operations ean be 

character1zftd 8a tlEtt with many streems throughout the 

area. Wooded ar8"8 run trom beav~r dense Jungle grovth 

to area. dominated ~ rubber tree plllntat1ona. Secondary 

'road. are tratflcab1~·.v~n du~lng prolonged periods o~ 

wet v •• th.r~ Croas country tratt1.eilbl1It .... t. trom good 

to ezcellent In dr~ period., but extremel·~ lImited durins 

,-
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2. We.therl Characterizod b':" e8 ; .. 1 .... morning tOI 

- cle.ring ott b'.; mid-nornlng. Rain Ihowera occured eveJ-7 

da .. ·.p trom light drizzles to hen V" aho-r,.:ers wi tb occa.ional 

thunderatorms ot intense but 8ho~t duration. 

P'RF~AJt!Tt';N FO~ THl!: ACTION 

Atter a squadron wargumlng sessIon on the evening 

ot 6· Julv, IQ66, an Intantry Comp~n~· was requested tor 

the operation and Co. B, lat Battalion, 2nd Infantry 

reported on 7 Jul·'. It was thought that seven men could 

tight trom an APC and th~ compan~ WRI broken down with 
. ~L~ 

'he COlllpnn7 {-) to Troop C und .on"l1£ttoched ~o Troop B. 

Second Lieutenant Wolte, the 1st P1at~on Leader and his 

Platoon Serseant, SPO Hernande2 report~~ to CPT David 

. S.1t.l1~1, CO, '1'roop B and b~gan troop lev€'l planning. 

..... :. :. 

A. 'J.'roop B had ,onlY tour:-- or five lIlf'n ass 19ne~ pet' APC, 

tbe Intnntr"· •• en wflre broken ~l"vn nnd asstgned to a 

specltlc track to rela. tho' number to sevan. The Intantry

men were to augment thft troop an~ u~e th8!r rlt188, "-16's, 

t!r1ns trom th8 hatch •• ot the APC' •• 
• • 

!be 8th ot July was spent rehearsing, ann the 

Intantr,men aoon pro-.. d that tbey'·:were adaptable to the 

Job. Intantrvmen and Cavalrvtrooper£ Boen became tnat 

friend. and looker' forward with ['ntlc~.pl~t1~n to the 

next d&~'. operation. 

lIA~RAfION 

At 0700 bours n July, Task. Porce Dragoon croased the 

start point at tbe An LOc Alrttftld w.lt~ Troop C, cODIIlIlnded 

by Captain Stepben Slattery, leading Troop E, commanded 

bv Captain David ·S. Kelly,tollowac at 0710. '!'be meln 

axi. ot ad.anee va. along the Minh Tbanb Road. fbts 
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road Is Ii' •• condal-Y laterite l·o .. d t.hat wal In 
...... 

e~cellent co~dlt!on t!urlng the oper .... tlon., It utendI 

,trom the loutbern portion of the XA CJ,T ~bber 

Plantation at cO(,il·d1nates xT7J..4flnl th,,"'cugb, 8,.condar" 

und.r,r~wth end over two fordable strep.ms tc tte 
. ' entrance or the Minh Thanh Rutber Plp.ntution at 

coordlnatr.. XT6)8706. 

i'r·.oop n,' I oreer of IIUlrch WE8 the Sft.cOrid PlateoD, 

Pl.~oon Leader, 2/Lt. BenJ~mln lhl111ps; Troop Command 

Oroup coneistt ng of th~ TrootJ COlllmam1er' slope, the Medle 

APe and tbe Malnt .. nanee APeJ 1st Platoon, Illat'oon Leader 

2/Lt. Pranklln Maughn; and 3rd Platoon, Plstoon Leader, 

2/Lt. Rlcbard Wroe. 

'he Squodron moved to Che.ck Potnt iit.nk, (see Dtttp) 

and waa held thf"re for over an hour, waiting for thf.l lov 
. ' 

ceiling to 11ft so tb .. _- pre-plunned air·-strike. could 

~e •• plo.,.ed aloDt; Route It?IIFF. Troop B eatablished a 

p.t-lmeter around tbe road Junction and'eheekftd 

civilian. that pas.ed during tbat ttme. 

t, 

At oqoo houra, the veatber clesrf!d enough to allow 

the Air Pbroe to drop napala 6n~ CBU along Route KNIPE. 

Ltc Leonard L.. Lewane, Squadron COllllJland.r, ottdered the 

Squadron to move at OCllO. Troop C deplover' in an Inverted 

wedle ro~tlon with one platoon on ~ftch sl~e ot the road 

wi tb thf' othf'r olatoon to the real' and on th~ road. Troop 

S was tn column formation about one kilometer to the rear. 

Aa the Squadron came out of the rubber plantation, I.TC 

LAvan. ordered reconnaissance bv tire. Troop B vaa order,d 

to ttre to the tl.nk. at a tlO degree angle to tbe routft ot 

maroh to preclude any po •• tb!l!.t", ot stra", rounds into 

troop O. Du'e to the 

~, , 



'. 

. . 
,.' 

• 

delay oaused by the hold at Chp.ck foint Hank and the 

slow speed of the ~nv.rted wedge fo~at1on, Troop C wal 

ordered int,., • column tormat1.on to sl)faed tbe rete ot 

.arch. Troop C then returned to its flanking wedgflJ! 

formation at a?proxlmatfllv coord. XT 130186. Thil·wedge 

torm&tlon wal continue'" b'V Tr('lop C 8.F the Squedron oon

du~t.d its r.eonn£i.~anc. mi •• lon olong the exle of 

ad.an~e. ~econ bn fire vas emplo"p,d t~ tht' fla.nks. Xo 

retu~n tire was received and no ~nemy activttv ob.erved. 

, 

During this ti.e, artl11erv preparation8 were being fired 

••• eral thou8ond metera in .adv~nc. nf the Squadrons lead 

el.ent.. '!'be .ttectlveqe •• o.f this tlre oould be ob"eM'ed 

along the roadwa7. '1re teams and an a1"' •• d Cbinook were 

.. kiag pa •••• along tbe road In tront of th~ Squadron. 
, , 

Overbead there were many LOH's and other oOllP.8nd ond 

obserYatlon alroraft. Howeyer, no signs 01' enemy actlylty 

were ob.erYftd •. The advance continued In this manner 

without Incldent until the Squadl'on reRchfld a post tion 

on tbe bridge alte at ObjActiv~ DICK. 

Upon arrival at the bl'idgft 81 tA, Troop C aS8UJTled a 

box tO~8tlon with tbe 3rd Platoon deplove4 tacing we.t 

and the flanking platoona deplo~ed to the north' and south 

re.pectively. Artl1le~ preparations tollow~d by air

.trtkft. "ere uaed In 80ftening up the bridge. area. A 

partloularlv etfeotive napaa strike 101&9 emplo~,"ed to burn 

out denae undergrowth along the left aide 01' the road 
•• --. _____ ~ _____ ......." ......... ~~~._~ ___ ._ •• _ 'H' 

adjacent to the bridge. Pollot/iag the .trikes, '!roop C. 

·3r4. Platoon. supported bv overwatohlng tank tire, with 

two ens1neer 1111ntll .• ".eper/demol'.t1on t ... a attached. movf!d 

torwal'd In to the tar 81de or the brtdgf!l. It quick check 

9 
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was IDMde tor d8D~011tlon8 l-ud E'xtcns1\'o scouting, mine 
-. :'. 

8weepir.g bnd ot.hf'r chocks Wt!re ~,lt.de ot tIe bridLe and 

aurrounding (,1'e&8. Uo ev1utmcc. (.of enoL"l.' L.ct~vlt~' WI.S 

. founu. The bl'1dgc WI:.H 1n ~ooJ condl '... ~ on m.d WQulJ 

i'aoillt~te tbe crossing of heuvy 11:;"1,101 • 

~rina this time 1.I Track CCli.ll'Lande:.' rece1ved a t~oder

atel', serious 81l1t111 oa111>01' cullut l'ou:1d '1 n one of h'.s 

less. lio incomi:1g round.s bad ~e,;.n hea .. ·,! in t~"iC t i l08, 

al\hougb a gun team had Juut L~do ~ ~a~3 and it was felt 

tbat the Ifian b.:J.d boen hit b~r a ~trl.;." ,slug. It is 

entirely probable t.hut ho. coul.1 h:::ve ::cen woun;ed t· r s

bielden enetn~r snipeJ"-. The t'.me ·.faa around lOi,,5. 

• 

Upon aeouring tbe bridge at j)IC:~. l.he advauce 

continued.w1thout 1ncident 'until the lead platoon leadel' 

ot TI'OOp a, Lt. L~J'ona (1st il6Ltoon) r·epol .. tau j to 7 ~.·C'. 

runn1ng acr088 ttle [>04d from .l'lgbL to lett at ~pa>rox1t'late 

: coords loT 671740. Snortl:'t a!'terwtlrci h'e repoI'ted a group 

of 20 va running in ttle 8w:;e <,lrection. . Both theae groupe 

vere immedlatel~J tnken unOeI' fire. It .as soon followed 

. b'l reports ot tncomll'lb 8mall li.1Y.D. titan autOL1U tic 

weapons fire. Tl'Oop C u.plo~red amd. W~1.8 ell6sged 1>. enellY 

mortal' tlnd anti-t.nk fire. 

LTC. Lewane ordered t.hfJ Tro0l}\ L" a,o~ 9 t04"wa.;,re &nd 

oompre8H on the tfll1 ot Tro0ioi C. It 'took leos than a 

minute. to cloae fAnti enter· the iie:'r1116-13one ?o ... ·;uatlon. 

Tbe battle lbstAd for les8 thtln two bour, .• but Jurins 

that time. all ~er.onnf)l fired a~ r~i-Ildl:' as ~08E 1 bIt'. 

The Viet Cons ttlilt were st111 alive literall', Na.n from 

the battlefield allowinG Gunehli18, Alr' Force. For;,.rllrd 

AIr Cont.rollers and Art!llez" .llr Obscrvers to adjust 

10 . 
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tire et the d! 9o-rgP'11zed I·etreat. It! s ther~rore 
.. ':'. 

ir.1posf'lble to put ell ·the events tn C:r'onolo£~ crl orde!' 

. as many weI'. occ",r-1.n~ ainul t!,Ileou91·'. 

Shortl~", nftr.r cl~stnL on Tl'o:JOP r, T'!'(". U-;.Gne 

c"der~d ~l"OOl) El's rp.ar ;>liltoon, l,t. ~l~.'Je, to r~tu"'n to 

CP ::iIC:: tr' seem". tt~£· t,M: ad Ch1r~:"c"~ ~lh~ ct: t-!1~ b"on 

dOl/ned b" grou'n~ r..~' C'. A!'ter ;!ec'l!'·I=-:.: th!" pon~ t~ on, , 

. Lt. WrOt~ radioed thnt the (II'eLl "lOul··: 't-P.' a':elUE't~ for 

e d'..lst-orr s t tf!!. TtlA S 1 tP l'ecc~. 'JPc! SOl"!6 an ~ ppr r- ra, but 

tbls wee soon s11~~ee1. 

Arter thr. TrOO!ifl hac! ~r.-r;pr('·8~p'~, th(" f!ne~~ 's 

"kl11ine; zone" wos at the rell.r.plntoon or Troop C ~nd 

Troop~'s Ip.IJd pl~tocn 't,t. ·Phl"'llp~). ,..hl": AlpM~!'lts ot 

provcad extremel'" etfect1vp. 1n tl c JunL'e rrowth. 

Lt. Phl11 ips flnr'hl~ pantoon ~Or-o"9r.t, PSG Qu1 jano, 

• 

we!'. woundElu and. eV8cur.ten tm(~ t.h·" rrle~nder of tbe platoon 

WI'S put clreotly un:iel'" the Tr,:op CO!"if'pnder' 9 centrol flS 

he was In a t.!osit" :'n to eontrol 1:~,th t~9 plctoon 8r.d the 

troop. . Tht'l Troop C01"f.1t:ndel' had 11 ttl., n(\~rt to .,,"fteuver

his elemElnts clJ"t"i nC the b(lttl~ as I,ll ~lpl'!tf"r:ts' were buey 

shooting thp ftnerrl'· nnd ver~.r I1tt1f' r.o··"r"~'1t· wr.!] neeessal"1. 

The Squ.adron COllMfl!"!o1~~' r~'l\lestf'd £i det"r!"Iinf.lt1.on a. 

tCl wh~chs~df!)o~ th~ rOAd th~ J!1a1.,· (,'(')~et"ntrntion wn:. 

loc8te~. I'll tl c.l1·· th~ ~ 'NilS (11 tt'i Cl'IJ t t(') nptpMl1i JUt 
beeause o.r -thfll t%'enenCOU8 vol,unn or :r1.~p.t-(lJ1!lg ;"Iut out 

, , 

b" all th~ rle;>lo;red APe's. R@lportn 'wpr" matt .. that the 
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VC _era altl?npt!ng to eros::! the rOHc.: rt tl-i' front of the 
,".'. 

'of thu tro.~p V,',1 cOlnln-6 f'rOill tbf l(':ft 3~'e of t:.·'" road • 

tl. ls. LS nccurate cas·.1!llt:~ co'..mts. c~.~c!s(' r~:-,cl'ts S':1d 

. th ... ·t "'ene-rI" foz'cf.>s '.-lC!·'E' CClncentrt.·tej c'':''! th€' I'lL~bt c." :.rJ 

by the i,:;l'ound tr)ops • 

.Air atx'lkes i-!ere lrl!'leditli:c"':': C~. ~_le.: 1:1 on ti1~ lett 

side of the '(·o&d. The" were CClltJ ~~t;,/)US ~nd extr:"moly' 
, 

e!'.:~ect1vfl. especia:2.l" the 3icTaldere na,Jalr.1 runs ~n": 

several or the CBt~ ~,ttao~c3. 

of tho [·oad., Thp-;r rsnged cott U:I :~~:c dow.l tLe troop 

colwnn sn(l in und out t'rcT.'i tht! rOIl~!\o.'u-. ;;'1:'(,2 \ler'a 
. 

bJ'ought 1n quite close r.c tt,c trootJ APe t S tnt no ~OJ" q;e 

w~a 8u~taineJ b~ friendly rorc~s. 

During tr~',s :;el'lod several C:' gn 9 dropr were made 

trOl'.'l he11copterL! of Troop D ! aL.·) ;t/lj. C~,vr..lJ"'y. Thes~ 

jJl'ovld8~l extre~!lely .ef :'oct.1 V('. Tr(' i:~as ,ld :t~d o'l~rthe 

roac:·my and set tIed along the d~~~s' junc;ll""~ the N'J of 

--_. ~ ... .,.- .... --....---~---
devol':>i-'ed in cerfain reor~bers of the 'troc.p. thin .~Z:..S 

quiclcly oVt"rcome sn:':' the as concentratton in tLp. troop 

b&ttle al~ea' was not 8ur.r1elent to cause Insskfne,. 

Troop D's SW1teuu3 were usell to l;h,~ tll:'nks (2-3 
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kIlometers to i.L~'old IntElrr~reucf.~ ~1 til th~ ~lr ox-
.... ' .. 

!Irtl1.1ery) te' de.stro·· :1l0l't£,I' jJosl L: ons lli.d escCJ.plne; \'C. 

'lhe 6untewns .)ere able t·.) tietee;t, ~nJ t.:catl'oy t:.wo mortar 

pos1.t~ons, c~!"4~1":el"E.i.bl·' rell&vlat; t .. !! ~.·f.:~:;'r .... l·e on the 

• 
Through;"1~:t ttlt:" tJE..ttle, 1.'.t' '!e:.!lc A!'C rJus used a.u an 

e\"l.cuat~,on Sl.1b'..llLtnce, shuttll:ng ::·~twaen the Latt.lo area 

no cp'IT,b:.t v~~:lcl,"~ h~'c! to be tlSfd. ':'01' wrucuat.ion, ~ut the 

\4ounde-if cClul:! he "custed-orrtl ox..,eclousl··. :'n fl'ct, no 
/ 

iler-sonnel In ~!!f"" "('Ul' (! ··on .1'1 -t •. ' .... died a:t·?l' th~ r,:~·:uc~ ~'jad 

control or tbell':. 

Lt. W~oe stutod thet 11,ttle :.~! ro , \,,·a. be1116 . ace1vod 

at the .;rust-art sIte so Wl!S o~>dol'c:> rorw~\l'd, lebvine. on. 

3eout Squ~d t'or sec'ul'l t··. ":'hc ,·lLLtOO:l I.:D.S ~osl ti.one,,! 011 

the ~JorttH.,;ent ,side ot t~6 roed in ttl!; Second Plit.toon' 8 

ar,sa to "beer-up" rll'f'powe~ in tl·.nt sectc!'. 

, Tbe h.lttle lasted another hulit-bour ·(1~f. thml the 

VO stl: rted :-unnin.. .. ;. They lett their covel' and L",,,eared 

to h6 11(1t no othol" concern t! an r'uT\ni1l6 L.S f:.. rot. as they 

could f\8 t~r as tbe:' could. ';:h.., In.t':.,ntl':: Jattliliona bud 

·bep.n ,}Josi t!on.l~d b-'- thl~ t'.tIle in l..lodd.~ post tiona l11'ound 

the bot tl~ are" tl!1rl errectl vel'·· cutoff n.',n" ot the 

nscoplng ve. 

, 

':'he f1bht1 n~ w~:s over about ~s fSGt (.8 1 t t.£.d started. 

Tbe 3quc..dl·cn w.:o.s ol';::!ered to resu:.: .. l ~~ Lnci, not pUI·.~t; the 

ve. nesuppl'" started 1r.tne~lL~el~ land within n:l hOUl'. 

cotilj.)leted. The l'eaui>pL', boltco{.;ter'a UGod. tne l'oad ... nd 

Cf1ll1~ 80 tast 1 twas sorueti:-les d!fflcul t tc unload fast 

enough. After r~8uppl-, Troop U lIl:Jve'.J to ctJeck poInt TOM 
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........... AXALYSIS AND CBI~ICISM 

------------,. .. 

Althougb 1t 'wa" not crt tical, seven Men pel' APe; 

proved to be too many, 8S .. rfOW tiMflH uUI'1rlt. the b8t~le, 

tbe lDen aot 1n eacb other's' W&,. In lutel" operb1.10ns, 

flv. se.ad to be opt1mW4. Infantry should be position. 

on the tral1 troop anG dismount Defore the troop 010.e •• 

Tbe ColllpaD~r .can then advance oown t.hE1 .n .... m:':' s .flank. Tbe 

COIIIPMD"'. ~osltlon IJluat be a8811'J 'identil'i&Lle to tb" 

Cavalry 80 1"ire oan be litted 01' .f.1ftad. 

"be H-16 !ilfle proved nearl~' wOI'ttlleat:J J.·orthe 

.In1'llntry during the action." The rifles bad col16cteci 

dust during tbe rOMd march Ilnd.~ould not wltbstand tbe 

8u.t.ined bigb I'll te oJ.' 1"ir8. ~oon al'tel' toe actlon 

started, tbe Int'antrymen'discal'ded tbeir welipona Mnd 

u.ed tbe H-14'. 01' the Caval~fJnen U1achinegunn~n's, 

. Traok COIIIIDander'. and Driver.) for tbe (·u.'at10n of the 

battle. No' DlIlltunctlon othel' tDen one bl'o:tcen .L·lrlng-pln ' 

va. experienced by tbe entlre Squadron. 

~be Squadron tl ... d been 1s8ueci quite a lar~e .. ount or 
oal1 ber SO t~ain1ns amPlWli tion. 'l'his 8ll'Wluni tlon 1. 

pliokedln "lIeat-oan" conta1nel'. ratber ttlsn toe newer 

-fllp-top· boxes. ~bp. tralnlng ~4Wl1tlon Vhe oleMrly 

ao Iltlrkf'd, but due to fa 8hortage - V08 i.llued. Later, 

t •• ta proved that It take. at least forty-flve'seconda .. 

open one of tbe contalnera. Tbe ammunition W~8 moatlv ot 

World Wu II or Korean date ot JlUanu1'actUl'e (ano IR8.ny mla

tt!'ea oocured. One Track C01DV.l&nctel' wsa killed wilile 

d~ ....... bllng bl. vellpon.thlnking t t h~d mall"'unctioned, 

wheD. 1n filet. the &l!lflun1 t1onfi.iii.. t· t fsult. Furtht't'.the 

".eat-elms" .re not CJ.dit.l)t'.l:.~e 1..0 the m~r.un1t!on l,ox holder. 
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on the .ice af the lIOunt "net must bp, J'epacked Into other 
:" .. • boxea before uae. 

A aeparate·medical evacuatton alt~ In u safe area 

stiould be establtahed. Only the Z4eJIcal APe's should 

be used: to evacuate perllonnol to this fire". HF.·aQQuartar8 
. . 

'rJ-oop yehlel.s should be u8~d·to sftcure the aite to BIlow 

.11 comhst ele~Ant. to be usp.d 1n the battle hr~a • 
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Duat-orrand re8uppl~ site should be established 

b..,. elements other· than thoae engogc(! In the battle. 

The 'wounded must b8evacuated bv Dust-Orr/resupply 

elementa •. a 11ow1ns meximum tire po· .. ·er to be brought; to 
• 

bear on tbft enemv. Empt"\r medical eV8cuat1 on v~h1 clea 

Including armored personnel carrl~rs ~~d h~llcopt.rR should 

be utllized to ter17 ammun1 tlon to the ~nk;9ged el.ents • 

•. R ••• rve (trail' troop.) Must bf' oommt tted 08 800n 

.a contllc.t wlth the enf.'lI1~" is .est.blJeh ... d in order- to 

bring P.luiluUln firepo.eco to bear on the enelJl" lit the 

earll eat Opport'.I~', ty. 

It 1. benetlclsl to carry Infantry or heve thea 

lar.edis tely avalla b 1 e on the trlll1 troops a8 the'?' sr. 

abl .. to lnfiuenee the' bettle'at the erltic~l time And 

place. 
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