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":-:i: OVERATIONS OFF COMPANY 13, 2D BATIALTON, R CAVALRY; 18T CAVATRY
IHVI‘)TON (ATRMOBTLI'), ]N A qFARLH AND D STROV MTE:MON ON 15 TE BRU—-_
ARY- ]966 DUE\]NG OPERATION: WHTTI' WING- (EAGLES. CLAW) TN BINR DINH '
-PROVINCF RFPHBL[C OP V[LQNAM (PPRSONAL EXPERTENCE oF A COMPANY
UOMMANDTR ) ‘
INWRODUCTION
Durlng Lhc pgriod of 24 January Lhrou%h 6 Marvh 1966 1ét ALf'
.Laﬁdity D]VLSIOH conducted ofionsjvo opordtjonq in tho uortheaetoru :
'BLNH DINH-?rovin¢e;L th ared of 0peratinnq was houndod hy QUANL
.:;NdAinfbviﬁée'bofdcr.on thc north' KIM SON Valley_on tho_south,_-z.
'_SOUTH CHINA Soa on Lhe oast and wcqtcrn boundary was 4pp10xlma10ly
'_JO K 1nland (See- ap ”A") ?hn purpnse of the oporatlon, wasg o
"domjnate Lhe alea, Lontrjhuto Lo the. Ropublic of Vianam Govern-
"mgpt péc¢f;qgt1on effqrp, qnd, in conjunction wmph:the Republlc
{pf_Vietﬁam éﬁd”étherru.s. and Froe World.Mititafy FOrcés; cqn?uéﬁ
'uuﬂlch -and dequoy an:aLions |
Tha thst L40 phaqes of the Ldmﬁalgn, 0p91dL10ﬂS MASHLL a@d
. WHIPE WTNG, were, conducted in the ccauLaJ plain noxth of PONG SON -
dﬂd in the: AN LAO Va]loy, IDbPCCtJVO]y, dur:ug thL per;md 24 Janu~'.'
ary throﬂgh:lO-February 1966, Gompany B 2d Battalion, 7th Lavalry,_
'partlclpatud in: both of Lha abovo opordtions. -
OPI'RATION Whl’] E WTNG (LAGLFb (‘LAW)
. Oporatlon WHITF WTNC (LACI]S LLAW), Lho next: phaao of LhL B
_.Lampaign was conuucied Ao tho HON LON (KLM SON) Valley dnd |
;;mountann comp]ex called the PhOW b bOOT trom its apnearance oﬁ*
; -.the=map;: Fhe 3d Brlgadc,- 8t Alr Cavalry deiblou, whlch con-
iidULLLd both Opexdtions MASHLh and WHTTE WLNG was glvvn the misqionj:
H;ILU cunduct boargh and destruy opcrations Ln 1he CROW! S POOT aTLﬂl,,s
.'Qé,gumanyiu? on LI Pabrunly 1@66.. ”he Brlpadc conqiated of Lhrec o
.'?‘Airmobile Infantry BdLLaJion ; a Rcconnaisaanco %quadron (minus),:_ 

.”:;:Hd LOBmm Howazer ALlelery BaLtalion (DS) (leinforcud wiLh Acridl

3 kct Artil]ury (ARA) BaLLgrj), UH 1n and cu 47 holxccptera, and




;bér'combdtisUppprt”aﬁd_bomhqtfﬁnrvige ﬂupppft_clements.- (331-1)
”“‘Thcﬁﬁrigade‘é‘maiﬁ;effdrt;wns t0f1ocnte and Captutd_or destroy

-gonnmy Lroopq, commnnd roupq nnd instal]ntjona. It was éStImatcd3 .

" ’that £our enamy batta]ions Wene ]ocated 1n Lhe LROW'S FOOT u1vq

Co]onol Harold G. Moore, Lhe 3d Bfibadu bommaudor, iﬂ%ucd hia'

-oxder nL 101500 Tﬂbiuary HL vonanpt was for one haLta1L0u Lo'
T”alr d?“ﬂuIL inLn Laudlug /Oﬁc ﬁ]RD and 50ch-and secure it f01_
establushmont or an-. artllloly poaition. Once ﬂhe:artlllery hat-
IRILOD was in pos1Llon, the hu]k of the - 'nfaﬁtry wduld ;ir assault
1nto snm]] 1anding 7oncs on- Lhe Tigh ground 1n thL CROW' 5 FooT

_-area,f-The }nfantry‘would thon setlup company-&mbush s1tes:ﬂstr1dh_
'z'tﬁ§ m§ét3iikeiy-éveﬁues of'qsgépe-ouk-oﬁ'the.CROW'S FOOT. Once
the;gﬁbuﬁffdtéégiwcrq:iﬁ ﬁositioﬁ, small pushing or ”heatér” forces
would operate out of 1Z_BIRD:in-o¥der to'flﬁsh-th eheuy.intQ the
Tambush-sitqs_orfintdftﬁc'open‘whete the enéﬁy wOuld.he cngaged
with fircpow$r;' (Szo Sketch B)

o The ?d Battallon, 7th Cavalry, minus on? company , Qa; té aiv.
.égsault-ihtOﬁLZ‘Blﬁpzat HéhOUr-to_seize_&nd sggurc itifor empl&qe;
-'mqnt.éf i/21$tJArtilléry..'One company wns-to'be designatcd as

QBrigéaé7keéerVE . One compuny Wda ‘to be attacncd Lo lst BaLLdllon;.
4”512th Cava]ry cffecLJve 101800 Fcbruary A= hour was dcslgnated to -

beclllOOO ]ebruary,_ Pre H hﬂur pruparation was to bc a TAC air:

:"VHfstrike, and 195mm and G- ingh HOWLLzer fires from pObLllon PONY -

;_“3(.'_153'_80_33_3_7-) s pc.n 3

:-,: AIR ASSAULL INTO POSIPTON BIRD

.' The Qd Battalion,?7th Cavalzy air asaau]ted inLu Po 51Lion
'BIRD ar 111020 Pebruary 1966 fol]cwing TAC. Alr und 1>Jmm aﬁd_B»
‘jinch:Howitzer artiller\ proparatlon. :The assault W1th the éxcep~':

;tion of quradicguncmy firc WﬂS unoppobtd By 1110)5, the bﬂt,w

compos_d of Lwo rlilv companiea (Companios B and L), &




7.g@mbﬁf;sﬁﬁﬁbgﬁ;é@ﬁbap& (Cqmpdny_D)-AUJVHatLaliﬁﬂfTAC.ﬂP_éléaed into-
.i?bsigidﬁ ﬁiﬁﬁiQ.tifﬁ)' Thé‘eneﬁy_forée eﬁcounteféd.fnllQWiﬁg Lhe

’;assault conqlstod of one VC/NVA pTatoon WhiLh was o]LminaLéd At
:;i;lll&jo hours, a VC/NVA company came - down thn val]ey irom th norih:

_toﬂas et 1hc onomy plntoon at I/ BlRD Company'c Hlllidinb__ |

f;aaLi!1Lry Fire and own mancuvox vJeanLs, 1cpn1~ed and dofoatud

'thissiorqﬂ;--(3:4) -The artillcry-battalion was in poaition by R
]iiﬁlS.hourq;l ihc.drea vas uomp]etely Llelred Aﬁd.sécured;hy
]]1700 bthuary.. |

PPRAHTON? DT 12 f4 IFHRUARY 1966

Du11n tho pL]LOd l? though 14 chruaty 1966, Lhe 2d Battal-

_ ioh,47fh Gavalry conducted,saturathn-patrolllngfand seargh.and
dgstroy.prratioﬁs in the valleys adjacent to Position BIRD. -(Sug
-.Map.ﬂc”)n Enémy resistance was scattcrcd and-light’-hOWEVBr; a
.1arge numbgr of enemyIWQﬁppns;;ammunitiong éummunibationg'gduipj
Mént;and:suPpIi¢s_Was,dis¢Q§eréa and céptgté&fduriﬁg'this eriqd.
.fQﬁ.i& Ee££ué£y; COmpényvﬁ conducted.tWO“platoon §ize search nnd
deétroy operation; {n the SU0T RUN Valley. .B§'15061h0ur3, the
. platoons penLLraLod the valley to BR 760790 on Lho south and
IRR 76779 ‘ot the noth. (Sec Map ?C”) 'LTC_Robert A. Mcpadci
‘Commandgr.oEQZd3Batta110n; 7th Cévalfy, ¢ai1ed.tﬁe ﬁompany_dommand“ff_
)  ers't6 his CPﬂat Pgsitﬁon BlRDito'reqei;e'ordefs.fof the ﬁext
:day 5. opératlon : | |
B | THF BATTALION PIAN %OR 14 15 FPBRUARY
- At L41>00 LEP McDade 198uod a. verbal Era ordef:td:béﬁﬂény.j

commanders. The mstion g:vcn B and C Compauxas was to ILmaln in’

“_thejr vallcyq, esLablish platoon ambuath dur]ng Lho nlpht of

il_lé hebruary and cont1nuL SLd}Ch and dostroy opcanions with no

";more than Lwa pJaLonns GdCh compdny, commencing 150800 hahruary. “

52iCompany]A

s back from attaghmnut Lo lsL Battalion,- 2pn Lava&;y, S




.'ﬁas {0 sgculé Pus{t:on P{RD and coﬁducL qcalch and dcqt10y opnra
:tjon to.thL eaqt aj Posilion BTRD along tlhie- SON LON commeuc[ng ar
ﬂ:130800 Pohruary.__(bcc Map "P”) Upon comp1otlou 01 1hn operatiun,

Lho Bstalion was to ussumbiL at Poqliion BIRB sectine ft'dﬁling'
"Eﬁg-night_of-l 16 Febrnary and - he aJrllfLed Lo AN KHF Baso. Camp 
ﬁn 16 Fehrqary |
| | THE: GUOL RUN VALLEY
The %UOI RUN. le]cy (%ce Man - ”C”) is charactomj?od by sLoop
fmounLA:n slopos and ‘a4 narrow valley L]oor Dbrolen by innundated 1!:0
-paddiés.- The:: QUOI RUN: Stroam flows Lhrough ifs centoer and halfway
4downfthe valloy, it is 301ncd by an inl01mlitnnt steam,  This cﬁuses'
tlie valloy to sp]JL lnLo the castern and- >outh01n ‘branch..
| The va]loy ig doanaLLd by NUT 10 RONG M(Jl[ﬂLcliﬂ on’ the '.'nort:h_-,
ONG CA.Mountaiu QH.thc.south and HON MOT.Ndﬁntain on the east:, It
is ;nhdbitgd; with ﬁajpfity of the villagers Living in the PHU Hyu
: (3)'Viliage; .The'éastgrn-partian of the-SUOI.RUN Valley splits
:igto-twg.braﬁﬁhes clrcumventing the 110N MOT-Hﬂintain. The nor thern
ﬁranch'is fbrmed by7the_SUO] RUN and the southern branch by an
1nt9rmittan qtream flowing 1nLu thn SUO] RUN, - The stfeam depth"
ranges flom one Lo fiVL feet, 1hc kpy Lerraun gonsi fb of thé :
'fhasc of the mouutains (high Blouﬂd) ove*]ooking thc rice paddlﬁs.
1_It-prqvidcs-the enemy che]]enr obsarvatinn and iielda oi firo
.*zover lhe rice paddies uh:ch £an . be used as landing ?onna._ Gﬁstfvau.
:tjon, fiﬁldm of erLﬁ cover and concealment Eor th'enumy are. =
lfurther anhanccd by th thlck scconddry ;rowth along the basn of
J_Lhe hiph ground and thc numoroua bamboo Lhickgt hudgurows'whipp
=‘o\;rc.rlook and megh lhrough 1he rxcv paddin '._hncmy avcnueg.of.'

”:{:approach arc uullmitad

ceipt oi LhL Order, B Cumpany Lommandpr difgctédffhe;




'id. PI.L.tOcm ]C‘dﬂ(‘ ' 1\‘:-{. LiouLLnant THobert W 1liver, to E(’;.(_‘.Hl?(".'..al. ],an:d.—.
;1np B capab]o of ncgammodatjnp.lou1 UH ]h holjcﬁptvrq Ir thn
'vicinjtv oi hiq 1uvarlon noi latvr than' 141630 bahrndry, jhu 2d
and 3d.RlﬂtGQﬂS w¢f0_g£veﬁ a.wgfning_ordur For—thc impﬁndiﬁg night
¥aﬁbuéhgmiéﬁiun. The ordqf'was.to'bt s nuod at 14]800 hour% dL new
ComﬁanyﬁCE to.ﬁé Locatad vicinity of landing zonc in SUOT RUN
Valley. "Thq‘lst,aud'betar Pldtoons were given a vevrbal urdcr.to
prepare o wove by UH-1D helicopters at-l&lﬁBd_huurs fo SUOT RUN
.Vailey; .Upoh iandiug, lstiPlntqén woetld providé security.ﬁdr
ﬁumpény c, Mortar”?létoon and landing zone, .(Sgé T%hle 1 for
organization.of.thc AirmobilévRifle Company.) Company (—).complokcd
'airli.;ﬁc into the SUCT RUN Valley at 141730 hours, (See Ma;{ W'}"j'

At 141800 hours, B Compary Commander issued a verbal frag
corder to the platoon leaders, The 2d and'Sd.Platoqns were Lo
establish ambug sites on the north aad south aides ol e SUOT
RUN Valley respectively., General locations weroe BR 759794 for the
2d Platoon and BR 760790 for the 3d Platoon, The lst Platoon,
combany_reseyve, was- to secure CompanyvCP and Mortar Platoon at-

BR 75679)., Mortar Platoan was to. releasc one squad composed of

~the amﬁunition bhearers to the Ist Platoon for pefimetor secufity. )
-Jhe MorLa1 Plaﬁoon would fire harrasolnp and - interdiction (H&I) |
fires lhronghouL 1h0 nlght : Db artillery would:flre-H&l fires on
 the high ground domivating the SUOL RUN Valley. Priovity of fires
'wassté.bégto.tbe plﬂtbqﬁ'inucbptaﬁt, ‘A1l p1ato0ns'ware Lu_bé'on
f&dio~iiateﬁing éiience.. Radio Was primaryfmé&nﬁ'nf coﬁmunicationg.

Chc conpch of opvraLion for lJ Febluary was for:the 2d and
3d Platoonb to contlnue wiLh Lho search nnd dostroy miqslon in

4Lhe va]iey wiLh 2& P]aLoon on Lh; north and jd Pldlcon ori [hL
7,5ouLh LaL P]aLoan, coﬁpénQ‘reervo waﬂ Lo pxﬂvmdeisecurityﬁfor:i

) Mortar Plataon and Comnauv R Martar Plateon was to ha dn Genaral




'_fSuppnrt wjth pi]nrity‘of fires to the platoon 1# con!agt _(Saé
TMap ”D") Hinal_tnsptuctiqn{ and ero qupporL p]an f01 optrnrJoﬁh_
:an.the 15th Qauldﬁbé igsﬁeﬂ.1 0}00 hours. Tho pTa{oou‘ de10ycd
Lo Lhcir rOQPLLtiVD ambugh sjtaa and werao 1n posjtion ut ]4]950 hours;
.'The*Mortar'?latOQn-complcted registration at 1&1]00 hours.

:At.lﬁzioo_hnuré, DS artillery battalipu_fired'a Battéty TOT ..
qE six vélléys:af ﬁﬁe'high?grhund viéinity1ﬂﬁ 782792. At tﬁe hamé_
time, the battalionfsz adviéed BjCoﬁpany Qoﬁﬁsﬂdér,that Vigt Cong -
~Captives and unptnfed.aocuments indicated thatzan.enemy battaliaq
‘was located morth, south and cast of B Company’ 5 pfoqenL p0s1tlon.'
Battalipn“daily joutnal Iistedﬂthe unill as the ch liattalion, 18¢h
NVA'Regiment.

On 15:February,-it waes determinoad that the unit was the 93d
Battalion;:éd Main Force (MF) Reglment or thc.lst Battaliﬂn,.Zd
MF Regimﬂnt, Both 93d and 1lst Battalion designations were utilizéd'
by the_énamy to'identify the same uvnit, {5:1) All.platsonq wern
immediate}y“édﬁised bf.thiﬁ information, ’Mortar_Platoon's HET
fires ware'repianﬁed in exder ﬁo_cover the ﬁrails, ridgelines and
'dtaws.leéding into SUOT RUN Valiey. A.request was submitted ﬁo
the DS artlllery hatta]lon and ArLL]lexy LNO for additionat H&T
flrws on the new suapected enemy ]DCﬂLlonS'.howeVDT, due to hlgher
_ prlorxty cémmitments”for-artlllery support; only two 103mm‘ﬁaw1tzers.'
'ﬁgre-allogaéed to_subpart-E Cq@ﬁany’saugl féqqi}gmént;'
 betaf flétobn.was.scﬁéduled to fifé 106 rounds, of mortar ammuni-

. tion, therefore, @ resupply of mOTLdl anmmnition was roqucsted to
be dc]ivured ta. B company at Errst 1ighL on 15 Te ehruary to hupport

”:Lhe opnration.u Ne5atjve Lontavt was reportod duxiug tho night
ﬁ‘lhe Murtar Platooa and le Lwa “105mm Howitac,w Hrez} T&T fir-cs-‘ a

dUFing.the'uight with~unknoWn reaults. Add]tlonally, one. propn

:;gﬂnda qhell misslou wa0 firﬁd hv A 10%mm ot twan Bq[!:vy o




~suspeeted enemy location. Message on leaflets asked Lhe Viet Cong

%1ﬁQVEUrfeﬁdey;_-
'@_Al{imﬁ:yzbﬁ
At-iBOTOO héhrs,‘piétqon 1¢adefs.asgemhleﬂ-ﬁf Combany,df for
'.'f‘i_.n;l'l.i'r.ts'tri._lmt:'.i.on'-.. Prbima'ry itemﬂ 01.; :i,n'struct.io11.5;'-'2(3'0,?79. the suSpe(.:fcr.i '
'ﬂgprvscncc of an enemy baL!a][on in company zone bf action and fire. -
:“_nupport Pire qupporf cons iqtod of. {llos hj two . 81mm murlars {rom

-compdny Mortar PlaLoon, ]ijm Hnwjlvprs from }/?1Jt ATLJ[]L}y (DH),-

IJSmm Howft?or from GS un:Ls, Aeria} Rocket Axtl]lory (ARA) f]nm
2/20thaArtillery, and TAC Air; onjcall. 'Thc Zd and Bd-Platoons

hdd one Mortar 10 atLaghLd flom Company 8 Mortdr Plaroon ' Artil-z

]c1y, ARA and TAG Adr fire snpporL was avaf]dhlu througlh the
_Artlll@ry Recon nergegnt W1th thpuZd Platoon, and:the Artitlery 10
with the 3d1PlatQ0n, .?riority of fires would be Lo the platoon iIn
.cdntact. The Mqrﬁar Platoon would five scfcening fires for. the

advancing platoons At 150730'h0urs, four Uﬂ—lh helicopters

alrjvcd at Fompaﬁy CP wilh requosLod ‘moxrtar and: qmnil arm amnin i~

ﬁlon; C-rations andzsome replacement clothing and'equiﬁment;
'fqupany H strength consisted_§f>31x officers and 120 men, . Inciuded E

.iu thié nﬁmber were the FO pafty of one officer;aﬁd-two.men,:And'
._Four a;dmcn. Riflé Plétoon 3Lf§ngths-wefe 28, BOzéqd:BI men, .

:MorLar Pidtoon had:. ?0 men.'

' MOVPMFN” o CONJACT-
':The 2d and 3d P]atoons mUVLd out, ‘in plaLOOn wvdgc formationq o
':ﬂi”at 150845 and IJOSZb houru, respactively. lhc MorLar PlaLoon

_f:rad th WP roundb at Lho rica paddio aL thc baae of-HON MOr

'Mountain (BR 762788) to scrcun Lho movemnut of th 3d PlaLnon.

AL 1)0906 hﬁura,_the luad aud righL flank squadq croascd 1hL'

rmiLLLnL straam aL BR 163/90 aud waro proaeeding across Lhe

.

nnr'lr'_f.‘f'ra r_'.nmp'lpx.ni' »i*h:-\ haﬂ_:} n_ft “TON MD'I‘ wh_m\' Hmy ‘:!f_:ﬂ_“ﬁ-_ o-ngngari



: hy;aﬁ?ﬁﬁdé;clm]nod gnvmy foxcc wltﬁ_ﬁutomatlo, qma]l arms nnd GOmn
murtar fire,_ Tho iﬂLﬁUSL vo]ume 0[ onomv Firo acattvrod tho )d
:Jatoon Llemoﬁtq over LhoIISO—meL01.1ico paddLL complpx..'Thé
":pinioon, utiliylng llcé pnddig dikes Tor caver, returned fir .at
'*thc,engmy; 2¢ L.t John by, Particellij the 2d Plngoon-header;'immﬁd{;.
 3é£§1y}cdiiQd'for'aﬂd_qdjqated'Bimﬁ ﬁOrtgf-firé'og thé{éucmy located
.;Q.ghejbaﬁhao_ﬁhiqketigﬁq;p@ddie dikeg_albﬁg the.baspfuf HQN MOT
fﬁR 76ai89}.13ﬁtAtﬁisuﬁéiﬁf, thE'Zd Platoon:suffereﬂ'twgtkilled-
Jﬁﬁd{pﬁéfﬁquﬁded. The Aveilléry Reecon Sergcqntfs_faﬂiﬁ;Was_daﬁagéd
| by the éhe.n_ly fire. (See Map "i-;n)"
| At 15d915.ﬁqur3,.tﬁe 30 ?latoon'réported.;hat,six”to eight:

_GOmm:marﬁﬁrf;puhﬁs fell within his'plaﬁoon fﬁrmatioh.(BRs?57787),
.;gusihé;ﬁo-qa§UJitiés. Théj3d'Platoon was ordored to-reéfienfl
 #§§ards tﬁe eagt: and.he'prupaféd to agsist the 2d“fiatoon.- The
artillery FO was ordered to report to the Company Gommander who-.
l:ﬁ0u1d'be.1o¢#tﬁdqin22d ElapoanTﬂ‘afea. The 18l Platoon was, ordered 
:to-be.prepared to assist tﬁe'Zd Matogn, = 8lst Moftar Platoon-éﬁd*
._Compauy Headquarters.ﬁentxou were diracted to. bc prgﬁared'to secure
MorLar P]atoon and company CE, At 150930 hour31 the Company.Com;:.
‘.ﬁmander with Lwo RTO .5 and ane’ squad from.let. Pla!oon arrlved aL
.:Lhe 2d: Platoons locaLion at - the. streambad at BR 763790 | While.
r.crosving Lhe open rice padd1c anrouLo fo the 0treambed the commandi
;ugrduchaﬁe undﬁr 1ntense'enemy;automatic Lire-which;wcunded the
ﬂzﬂémpany Commandcr 8 dnd ArLl]]ery T0's radio Qpefatérs:aﬁd damagédrf
'"Lhc FO 8 radio.- | §
Upon arrival at Lhe btreambed Company Cémmander LhtabliuhLd
:1';ﬁia HAC C -LTC-McDade,,the Battalion-ﬁommander' waq advised that .
:;;B Company Comlaﬁder would lvave the BdtLleon Command Net in order

wgto u'e the 1adio in Lhc ArLil]Lry Pire DlrLLLIOH net FTC McDade

“-was alao advls;d Lhat thc encmy was estimatod to; be a rciﬁfqrced L




' :P1éfod£"ﬁithié§me'Gﬁmﬁ:ﬁgitdfs:ﬁ'LTF McDade planted B Lompany
Troqucst to lcavu Lhe ﬁﬂttallon Commdnd NeL and sLaLod lhaL he won]d
eﬁt@r and opéraLc in B Companiy's Lémmnnd Nel: while I Cumpany was
'ﬂiﬂ contactl. 1h15 nrranpcmonl provod satisf&cLory binLG it a]lowad
“.'Lhe BatLa]Jon Commandor to bc ‘cons LanLly jnrormod on. B Fompnny 5
.isttpdtian,.

I)ﬁVE'JLOPIVﬁEN’I': 01’" THE S;I.’.l'_UA',I,'TON.

WiLh 1eestab]15hmenL of Lommunlcations wiih the DS arLillery
.baLLalion 2d LL Gauthier, the A1t1]1cry 70, calTed for and direct-
'ed-nnmgrous battary vollays of TO%um. UE, Vi and quiclk fuzo fire on_.
.tl'.J'e m.winy_._ locations i.mm.edi..a.l.:e.']jy in front ol B ccmﬁany} Tn the laft
sector of the 2d.P1atoon, arfillery fire was brought- to within 25
meters.af friendly troops due t0 proximity of the enemy, Tho
Mqrtar,flatoonfwas.ﬁlaqiuglﬂm and WP-fire.aloﬁg the souithern flank
of thé'éﬂ@pauy to pre%ent the enemy from attacking froﬁ théﬁ-direcf
tion, Although.thU'cneﬁy fbfcc-wﬁs estiﬁated'to consist of a
reinfdrcéd p1at0Qn,'indiCations were.that the rémaiﬁdgr of the
enemy . company was'iﬁffhe viéiuity. Observatibn-heiigopters from

. thetSé0ut.Pl;t§on of C-Troop _ist Squadron, 9th'CadaIry, rep0rted
 that Lhey recelvod gxound fire from HON MOT and - lhe hlgh_grognd.

souLh of B Company 8 ]ocatlou.'

ﬂhe enumy to B Company g froui was well dug 1n, and.concealed

'1n Lhe hedgarowa dnd hamboo tthkGL ovorlooklng the rice addies

_alonb a 300 400 metel frant : 1hg enemy had cxaellent fields OE

 %fire_and observaﬁiqnf ”He-wasgarmed w;th'automatic'weapona,-ﬁﬂmm
.'.ﬁocket Launcherﬂ. aﬁd 60mm mortars :”ﬁ (ompauy Coﬁmander advxsed
LIC MCDddL of Lhc cngmy situatlon and statcd thaL B Company would
 étLﬁck Lo destroy LhL encmy.. '

PRLPARAJTON FOR AilALK
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:'#mﬁunitlon rosupp1y L01 antlciputvd.oxpundituloa. ,Iﬁ additloﬁ,'n:t
.H. :fuquLsL was sumeLLDd to BaLLaLLon Hcadquartoxq for an LnLOTpYLL{I
'Lo hc SLUL fDlWﬂ}d Lo.B Fompuﬁ?.-.
ThL 1qL P]atoen waﬁ OldCrOd Lo movv. owardq Cnmpaﬁy TAF U? :
: }aqqemble at Bh 76I789 and bP prep naLd to- dLLﬂLk.
ﬂhc 2d Platoon was. ordvrod to 1cassemh1o in the streamhod thc§
'%::had closucd half an hour- pruvioualy (BR 763700) CTor cover, they ;
: ware ‘to uti}1ao the filcs of ]Ogmm ﬂOWLl/OlS and cxeLnLo @ f;ro aﬁd
j.mQQCWQQtAmaneuyer_to,theireaf;._The.Q(I Platqon Leadgr;wns 1cnﬁrgsped_'
.ﬁo“fepb?ﬁftoathﬁ'Coﬁbﬁﬁy"TAC GF.'.The_3d Plétqoﬁ was dirécfod.ta'

'_mOVL Eorward to th sLlcdmbnd aL BR 761788 and perdf“ for dLiavk

The 3d Platoon Leudel was ozdolod to-report to Company TAC €T for

an'order
lJ]QlO hours ‘the Qd”and.Bd Platoou,Lendets dssembled at

',Compnny UAC CP o rncgjva thLJr'attack order, Thcy~were tb]ﬂ-that

'Lho eénemy. apponred to e anronchod over a 300 to 400 meter area

fmrward of B Company. (HR765789 o BR 762787) . Hhﬂ oncm? was
L&leatgd Lo be-a roinfolccd pldLoon, maybe a combany

Unknown dL ths tlmL was Lho fant that rhe enemy consigted -
of Lwo Mb/hVA companios entrcnchod pver a-1000 mLLer area- from .

:“BR 763789 to BR 76?787., (1 5) (4 1) (SQe Hap ”F”) : The eneny

-govered 1he approaches £o. and Lhc entire - souLhexn branoh o{ thc

- SUOT. RUN Vallcy._

Thc %chemc of: mauuuvar wns for thL 2d Platoon to dhqauli thc

ffyenamy qourhern “flank" (BR 76278/) 1he 2d PlaLoon would ptnvidc "
;a basc of fire Irom thL erLambcd Lhc X:13 P]uLoon, in reserve

o behind 2d: PIaLoon wag Lo hL perared to. assiat Lhe 3d Plaioon

'?fin Lhe assuult or Lo aLtauk Lhrough Lhe 24 Pldtonn Ln dirchion

birc buppOLL for fhc atLack LOﬂqiSLed of Lhe Mortnr Platoon

”'_:hfiriug uloug Lhe gompany right f]ank,'shifting ou ordcr of - Lhe s

Az o




 _.3d‘fiaﬁbun.Loaﬁef;1dﬁS affiilér?-%hs.to fire:nn éhéﬁy poaltions

.lmmed1atvly o) ‘the” izout of 2d PlaLoon, shifting. east and. Qoulhcnqt.
.} as the ussault ﬁrogressed' :th AOTidl Roekcr Arillloly (APA) con-
.' :5l%Ling o! ) UH JB hrl[copters £rom BﬂtLexy F' 2d Huttalion, Zﬂth_
Ar11]1L1y (ARA), was Lo aLLaek oany taryots 1000 moLLr"_sqﬁthonGt'
“of pre sont B Compdny 8 position to seal off enemy ;oufe oﬁ'ﬁith--

.drawal in Lhat d]fﬂct:Oﬁ.i Thaiﬂssault would commence on order.

g%y GﬂUthLT LOOfdlnﬂLLd.LhC.f110 p]dn with Dﬁ and ARA arLlllery
'.-units over~thgiArtillcry Eire Dquﬁidn net. 8lsL Maxtar.91atoon
was'giQen'its missidnrover the Company Commﬂnd Net.

The QQIPlatoon;'whilc maiqtaiuing-contagt with the Qnoﬁy,
renssembied-iﬁ phe.stréamqu at: 1020 hans..-ht 1025 hours, the
enemy piaged inefféght§c.60mm:moftgr fire to. the rear of Cdmpany
.TAC.CP.and_;ncréaséd;its intéusity af auoms ic.weapnns fire dn~
Lher dirécﬁibn of the 24 Platoon and TAC € At 1045 hours, éll
platdons were in pﬁsitinn and prepared for the éttack, AL iOSO
houfs,bB Compéhy ﬁas.notified that two AlE Aitr Porée aircralt werve
enroute to B Compdny 5 secLor Lo support-the attack. The.#irhornei'
FAC: wou'ld conLact B Company on tho “rtillery Fire D11cutlon Net
The 0 was.gdvised, and -Air Forcc'support was incorporated 1nt0
tﬁe fire.suppurt-pléﬁ.. The Mortar'ﬁlatoon ﬁoul& cease:fifc.fqr
dﬁration of Lhe aix aLLacP and’ rcsumv ffre oﬁ or&ér} Dé Artilléry
;_fire wag shlfred to the baHL gl HON MOT (IR 764?89 BR 76J787) to'
prevont anmy from Lﬁcapiug LOWﬂidH HON M01 dnd noth branch of
_beOL RUN lelcy. lf ]qt PldLoon aLLaLkod Loward 1ION MOT, uxti]lprv_
fLrL would shjft.on ordar Lo 9upport the lst Pialoon .ARA'would .
  .L0nLiﬂUP With Lhcir prosan mjb Ion 1hc_tanget assignédffor.AlE_

'-aircrafL CaniSLLd QL Lhc Lnamy iorvo [u wL}l cuncua]gd LanLhcsn_

‘-fi$b¢afb ﬂapproximatoly 30 mLLLr& forward uf !hL Jd Dllioun.::ihia- '

'-was Lh(. iniLiul Ob 1oct1.v0 on Lhr_ 34 I’]uinnn "ld ]’_'Tm:(mﬂ w14

R




".-u'mrl‘c .:t‘-.h'ei'x;.' :l;)cal';im; 'f“or .L'-lm. 'a-:l_rhmr-ne' FAC with smoke, .‘{'i,:gna 1 l:c.w
 communc0 ihu'uqsaulL would be the ltual attack pass by the ALEY
| Who ar&i]lery 70 adviqnd a]l !inn qnppor[ alements of the
':chgngcﬁata thc_firc_support plan., 'Uhp nllbotnc AL was ddvlqod
of #rtiiiéfy'fitiné to hé.conductcd simu]ﬁanoously with the air
statke,  An aLtack 1]19hL rouio was recommended to the FAC, .'Tho
 atrcraf1 WLT@ Lo Fly Lo th 10F[ of Lhu'at1onm sunthwosl of HoN
:MOT 110m 50uLhensL Lo nojthwoqL. Rvgnvory wis Lo e o the WLwa
.'fThe.LrajecLury of altlllory roundq wou]d ho 300 Lo )00 meters
.:;nothvast (Lighf) ot :he lecommendod_alLaLk fl]ght 10utc . lhv
Alr. Force Pl]otb agleod Lo~ fly Lho.aLLaLk mission,
C‘OHI’!\NY IN _IIH'. A IA(‘l\

The ALE ”%kyxaidcrs" artdekod the -enemy at ])[100 bours.
',SimuLtanéQu ly,-lh( ns. a1[Jilvry cnmmon(cd 1hL1r le(% on lhv base
'oﬁ_ﬁQN MO  Whi1eﬁ¢h¢sé Fires WGré in'progr?ss, foumy TH-1D heli-
?COPtern nrriveq dt]Cémpany{CP with a rnsuppiy of mortqr_ﬁhd'smaii

drms.ammunitiuu._ The.attackiué?Alﬁ's_réportgd uuﬁémapic ground_
.:.filrﬂ Erom wvic BR 760782 Thié 16cati0n waé givoﬁ as Larpet fdr.
. Lhe MOTLdr PldLonn dfter dqurturt ‘of A]L s f;am thc HlUd 'ﬁuring
.'oné* {)i tho atLack pas::es -omn tho a.nomy, one of the AlR .allcli‘lft hmi.'
'-a malfungt:on 1n iLd bomb znlaase.mcchdnlsm and droppLd.itq CBU
| oldnanco_a sp]iL begond 1aL f: SOmo of thc hnmblLLH Tanded within-
'the 3d- Plﬂtoon and Lauch a biL of (DﬂfubLﬂﬂ Le Hlliyer, the
.:_'PlaLOOn Lcader, Left hia poaiLlon to asscys anh roporL any casu-~
'altjes, Onc soldier was bcrtoubly woundod
Nhllc LL Hillyur Waﬂ brlﬂfly separated from his aaﬂuulLt
;egholon, Lhc airgraft um&v thﬂ*t finaj aLank paﬁs -on: the: on(my.

"EThL 3d Plntoou, ijhouL h;sjta{iou wiLh bayonvts f!xed, ahsanlicd-?

:f on’ Lhe hegls of Lhc attdgklng aircratr Thc'platoon-moved [orwaxd

Jn dctﬁrmined, r&pid and w011~"00rdinﬂtLd bouudu employing. the




' . ;thniqﬁ0 ulitirc.ﬁnd,md;éméﬁty- Lt.Hiflyei; with'his:vadib dpcrnpof;
. u glnnudibr dud n riiloman :féjqiuhd and ovéftobk'his aﬂﬂuﬁiting.ﬁ.
plqpogn. _Thq'pquoon»wgq,moﬁiﬁg forwnfd'dt-étdéad'rhn, Uyeiiingﬂ
‘1aﬁﬁéﬁ?'soléiérgiﬁtef{ﬁcécfibéd:.”1ika madmén”. (See Map MUY Thé
-vidlqht.nnd nggrvasive #ﬂbnull hy thv 3d. Plaioon Lauqed the enemy

fﬁ-hhaﬁdbh'théir fortifi@d,.cqncgnlad positionﬂ.- The enemy; _
npﬁafeﬁtly:diSGfgan%?ed, was'fcfced'nofth innufthu_Sﬁppqyting“firﬁs
_dfftherd ?1#Loﬁﬁ,.-Escaﬁé_to-H6N MOT'dnd to- the south and- south-
.gﬂétiéS bldcked'by fhe fifes of 105mm.How¥tznfs.and-ARA, réspuc—
tivaly;. The: Mqrtér Plﬁtodn communﬁcd.fife'pn enemy location’
.uicinity Bﬁ-?éﬁ?BE{
Wiﬁh:the.iuitiai success ol the 3& Plarnbn, the lat Platoon
wasJ”fammed“.through-thu left iiank'elcﬁents Qf e 2d Platoon aﬁd
Cattagled in direction of HON.HOT with a divection of.uttack gunora}@s
.vly'towardé_phe gouthcust,' fhe 3@ Platoon chéngﬁd the direction of
4git$unttnck aud.précegded 50ﬂth&ésp u(iljzing'thﬁ village tvail ag
-a gufde, ;Thé Eormatidn'utilizgé;hy the lst Platobon.was a wide |
'dgdgé.. 3¢" Platoon's formation was'baﬁically'a platoon line Torma-
tion Qith‘sduads cﬁpioying fire.and.moveﬁenﬁ.mgnéuver. As the
.;34 Platdoﬁ'advanced'Vit.céntiﬁued to push tﬁc eneny to the soutli-
.easﬁ shljtinb lhv qupporixny iJrLs dLLOleﬂgly
jAfter theulat Plaioon vompletud pasalnh thlouph ‘the. Jd PLnLuon,
the Zé.flgtuonfﬁéa.d1rcgted £o mOVL Lorward and recover Lhoir dond
__ﬁnd.éqﬁipmeﬁt.”'Garrying pattigs from the- platoon were'qrganized .

L tQ'gvaguate thcfdead, wouﬁded and equipmeut to the. Company CF and

”Q'fbrln& iorward ammunxtton Lesunply.. Additional rudio was brought

Tf01waxd Lo ho usgd on the Battallou anmand Net, BaLtulen
'3Lommandor was ddvisnd Qf Lhc progrosq of Lho nLank. ~The. Med Lvac
'hciicopttz w&b Lallnd in to (ompnuy CP At appruximain]y 1?00

hourb, Lhu BaLLallon Ceumandun, Battahiuu bz *alioﬁ Burgeon,




TDepuiy Rlxyadc Gomm;ndé; dﬂ& an TPN Toam arrjvnd by DE =11 holLLop—
.Liitcr'to Company CP (BR 7)6/91) At_this timc,_two'prisonefs woere
'taken and:evacuated.to Company CPJ-_PrﬁﬁOﬁCﬂ:ﬂf TPW Toam JL Cmmpnny-'
:FPIPTOV1dcd tho Commandel with 1nL0111?euca jnfolmatinn of Jmmedl—
:atg tﬂctlpal'valﬁe.

: Bagtglihﬁ'Récqﬁhats&uncg_¥1atdon lhﬁﬁQd.iﬁ B Gamﬁany's L% in
-;ordérbfé,prqﬁide &ddiﬂinnal seéﬁrity forcés in-thn[wastéﬁﬁfﬁbftion
of subi ﬁﬁN Vﬁlley}::COmpany G was:qrdared.to:be preparcd tosassista'
'B'Company bnTordér}' |

Thc lbt and 3d - Platoons conLtnued their advance -eucouﬁteripg

ollghl toshaaﬁy, butgdisonganized, enemy resiSEahae. -The enemy

.was ‘on ‘the rum. Thcrenqmﬁ,.in groﬁps.af three and.{our, was spotted
by ARA attempting ‘to Crosé the rice paddics Vic.BR 764786, ARA
toole thése groups under Lire. Many.of the enemy were killed and
_ZwOnnded in the: rice paddie complex. Otherg, attempling to'éncapﬁ'-
td HQN HOT'wefe'intercepfgd and deétroyed by the advancing ﬁlatooﬁs;
Ey iSlASO ﬁogrs, ail_enemy resiétaﬁce.camséd and the-dttaqking .
Vplatoonéswéfe halted- in order ‘to be resupplied with_ammunifion aﬁd
réorganizef -A situatidn.rep0rt Qas rendered. to the'Battalion Com—.
'*ﬁan&ér._ He dlrccted B. Company to continue Lhe attack in direction.
.of PHUE NINH (&) (BR 7677) dnd OxplﬂlL suuce&s of the atlack.:'He"“‘
 reemphasi4Ld hla order ‘Lo . rake prjronets and Lo police. Lhe baLLle—.
ﬂfIch A]so, that Company C WS- in posltlon to assist B Company .
Vlf Lho altuarion 80 dchdLed

: THL PXPLOIT TlON

To prloit Lho uccess of th stack, B Lompany Commdndcx 5

conccpt was Lo continue 1he ddvance In Lhe dlrecLLon oi PHU NINH3J¢~f"'

'2(4) wLLh 1st Platoon ou: LhL Jett auchored on the HON MOF and the
P Q’d Platwwn, haua plaroou, on LhL right, anchored on Lhe btrcdm

": adjac0nt to the v‘lluge cump]ox. -The_Sd Platqoh’waa'designated~-




T compiny Feserve and divected: Lo eonduet n sweey b the réat Lo
',ff&néﬁté'KEKFYQ“mﬁfawcmiSXgg'vﬁ\kc&;mp&lﬁ@mﬁﬁu e bt lefiold aod -
~evalunte the ‘enemy positions, Fwphasis of the sueep was ta e

-~ placed ththefStrnam; the'strunmbed and. the hedgerows which were.

: 1jddlvd w11h EortiTications _ UPﬁﬁ,Qnmpletioh 5f;the Qweeﬁ; the
GSdVPIat60n-was to ibin'the attnékinp platoons, ou-ordér;.f"uu F1ro.
-: ﬁpport LOHiIHULd to be prnvidod by Lho ng artiiiﬁry bnfLalion,.
:ARA and Lompnny_s.81mm:ﬂoytar-?1&topn. (Seé_ﬁa? Ud")
At-lgOO houfs;.theslst ﬁnd'?d Platoons: resuméd the attéck,
-utiliziﬁg;platoon3wédgc férmntiuns. Visn&lﬁconﬁaét waé-mainﬁaingd

by - the inside flanks, Company Commangd Croup.waé with the 2d

Platoon. _.
1'152Q hours,'éont#ct wits agﬁin regalned with the enﬁmy;'.Au

-enewmy sqqad>of.?-meﬁ set up a- hasty ambush in the12dJPlatn§n's-zoné
'at‘ﬁR[?ﬁ??BB‘ The.nxCellent secﬂriiy force of the éa Piatoon
Lna1]0d the platoon to fldnk the encuy and aLank the ambiugh site
from lho rear, gaptﬁring two: VG and Killing flve othdrs, Simul~
taneously with this action, the Ist Platoon overran tﬁg ommand .
:Posf-df'fhe'Qsd Battalién'(istsBattaiion) ?d'Mafn'Forcr Regimcut.f
:(BR 768784),_k1110d thrge enemy and CdpLurPd thc wounded BdtLalion.
;Commander wiLh numvrous documunls and pLans The VC-Battalion
=Commander and Lhc doaumnntb and plan% were akcn immcdlately Lo

the Company CP for lnterroyatxon hy the I Lcam.

Approx1mdtvl} 20 mLLLrs bouthodst of LhL ambush sLLo fhe 2
. PluLoon diecovercd Lhu abandoncd enemy. mortar pnsiLlon wiLh 26
iroundb of 60mm mortalxammunxtion a standard U;S..bipad'and'iour 
m,;field prchcnt morLaz hlpodb. Thgfnpgh seérch'fgilcd t6 br§d§E§.'*
iﬁ:lhc ﬁortars._f' ) o |

- fThe aLtacking platouna conLinuLd lhnlr £orwurd advan(e

v cncountarin& insignj Qantxp¢31$pgncajhy;@nemy:ﬁear guard_elemeﬁts.




[lldlCélL“LOllS.W(‘r(‘ LhaL 11.10 (_mamy wJLhrhcw bdyond ]"IJU HUU (4) (7}78) anc
.'i::PHU \1NH (4) (767/) anpecl;on of tho baLLlefio!d and Lho area
'_~:bLLweLn the, lelagn and PHU N]NH (4) and PHU HUU (&) rﬂvcalod thal

a.he hattleiie]d wae LlLlcrod with numcrous piocca of onemy bodlns
?'_;Qand the- eri1qlwale.11LLered Qith discardud bandapoq, b]ood 1Tai15.7.7
"-'land dlbcaldod h]oody ounpmenL. '41C;M¢Dadg, the Battallqn.gdmmandrgl_73-1”

. 0;, w1a udVlQLd of th]q. Onu of the encmy ps;ape route was di$C6V1

.~01Ld at Lhe sou[h01n cnd of the vmllago (BR 768782). -The ground
'adjauent Lo Lhe sttcam dropped siralphL down r01 apprmxim1rely 30
]fLet' TL wa 'hoav11y overprown WLth h}ush and bamboo LthkeL

o Apploximatgly 10. fOLL up from 1ho le]oy f1001 :th@ 24 Platoon.

IR chOLLd a 11a11 ]ocatcd on 4 step of thisa "wa!l" Further

~search tevealed a series of Foxholes and-gaves todated at approxi-

:matnly five~heter.intﬁrva]s_along the trail, The trail was ﬁéll
¢oﬁuéaled with bveﬁhangingub;ush-and bBamboo., Tn places, the trail=
.:was;atéinéd-wiph'blbdd}and Iitteredswith discérdbd bloody bandé”esw
-Lnnmy.equipman aind dmmunitdon cansg (w1lh-ammun1t]0n) were fonnd
'.'alonb the - Lra11 uome:foxho]es contained hand grenadeﬂ;. The traii”

LO“LlHUOd east unt:l LL blended with thc LhJCk ]unple at LR 770781

(Sce Map ”G”)

Thc scLond chapc EOULP dlscovercd wag: along Lho Llall lead1ngf"

:d;Lo PHU NINH (4) The le\l was a]ong a ITLP padeO dlkc.-:It

"'contdincd °0me abandoned enemy posltJon . The trail and the dch
g wele ApproximaLgLy two meLers widc and WLI& ovcrgrown meh bamboa
'ngthickef and bruah Smmc nnemy reaihtancc waq oncounterv _along

b() tl_l'_l : ro‘ut(_'aa v (5(..!.. Md]) |'1Gﬂ)

At ]6)0 two Alb ”Skyraldcra and an’ airhorno FAG ropo-tud

'“Qto B COmpany Cummandcr uver rhe ﬂattaljon Lommﬂnd Not for uL111/a~
'“jtlon._ Cmmpany Commauder rcquuqted the: PAL aud Lhe A]P leoLq LU.;

Lhe ulrborne PAL‘t cquancy (bM) dua Lo heavy'trgfflc on

'witch't”

T;i?ﬁa;”




'LLho BH;LdJlOH Lammlnd.and.Lhc.Alijliofy Pjrg.nlrecllcn nots. B

 _00mpén# tommundor ETiLde.thO TAC nnd pilotq on past and prcscn1
qiLuauon ‘ 'E‘he draws vsoinlty 91111 Nmn 4y and I’IIU nue (4) Were
"TdeqignatcdlLaJPLL dLGﬂ? dﬂd attnckad w;th A vdrjcly of . 01dnanoe- 

. - the; comp1ctiun cf LhL aJrsLa:kv‘ ITC Melrade orderod B (ompnny o
to retﬁrn 10 Company CP !oeatjon ior extraction by UH-1D hLI]LOp~
tcrs-back'to P081tiou BIRD Uhe Company made a rear sweeP.to the
”Compdny CP WJLh two p!aLoons ablcaqt and e]o%ed at CP .t 1745 hdhrsf.
tiMovcmenL Lo, Lhe rnaf was covcrpd on the. north (HON MOT) sido hy

T and qu:ck fuaa fjrca of ng - 10amm How:tzer arillery, -and. on the
 $0uth_and.rear'by the Morta; Platooﬁ firing NE and WP fircs.

(See Map ”C") |

The lét Tift of 12 UH-1D helicopters qrrivéd at the TZ,
vicinity C@mpany GP,-at:IBOO:hOQrs; Comﬁdny closed at BIRD at
1830'hOurs‘Withﬁits'missidﬁgq¢compiished. .
.. TURE -RESULTS OF “FHE OPERATION
Friendly;Losses —.IWO-KIA! six WIA (one wounded by Aiﬁ sttike:

3 ptidr.£b.3dfP1ato0n's attaék)f o |
‘Enemy Losses - Combat effectivencas of the 93d Battalion, 2d.-
'LMaiﬁ:Fé;cé,Regiﬁent;Was.ais;uptea, |
| K;A - 57 by bddy.ééﬁﬁt plhs'nuﬁerous piecés*éﬂ hﬂemy
" hodies{-;Itnié:éstimﬁtéd_that'én'ﬁdditionﬂl'933¢nemy Were ki11ed..;
or wounded and cvacuaLed‘by the cnmny. | |

Cdpturﬁd four enemy, anludxn& (hc Battallon Commandu:

01_93d BaLtalion, 2d MF Regimont
| L Captured aquipment‘

Ninc crew servad wnaﬁona lncluding Lwo.hoavy mdchinL E
.?guﬁé:; Two addiLlonal 40mm RDLkLL Launcherq dLernyod

Two suhmachine puns.._ 

-ﬁen rJEles (one destroycd 1n place dnd pigcns to 7_;

=3? 182_f.'ﬁ”'




1&fm§ny:bphéf$:Wle'seéﬁ'throughout thddbéttléfigld)ﬁ

v'  Two Gal pJBLOIQ.._:

' 2_6 rt)111_1d-a__'_0f '6:0mm.morta'r‘ ammuiition.

._:: .Ei?€;60ﬁmumafﬁéﬁfb£pédé‘(qnézu‘g4§”f§ur'Vc-fiajdt_.
i@&éé&iéht); | L H
= 400ffauﬁdﬁ;bf 7.62mﬁ iiﬁked'MG aﬂﬁmﬁition..
: leo 11f10 rcnadeq (U,8.).
12 Chicom hand grenadeg-(potapo'mashef'typn)? and_'
: 17 otﬁgr dLStloyLd in’ place. |
. ApproximaLeiy 4000 rounds of ' sorLcd qmaTJ Aarms
ammuqition._
_ Assor;cd'individuﬁl equipment
. Dugingiﬁis-ihtérrqgaﬁion, the captnred,ﬁattalion_Cbmﬁandét.
géﬁoke;frééiy. _He-sﬁatedifhét-hc'had twp'compaﬁiGS-in-ﬁhc ﬁattle
1'With.ﬁﬁchmericah'uﬁitr(Coﬁpqnij). ﬂuiﬂ.hattﬁlion‘s'areh-oﬁ
'aperatidns;was.ihé valley and'surrounding-mounﬁnihSaéxtenuing
uortnuast from BR 770775 to BR 755800, His_missibh-was £0 ambush
.possgble landing zanes, Morale of his troOps was good hecéuse

_Lhay had plenLy of food and ammunLLLon 1hLy were sure they would

; defeat thergnemy. He esflmaLad that he 10bt two platoons in thg

’ baLLle, buL he could'not.contact.hls-compauy-commandere for a

s freport._ HLS rally pOLnt ‘after- Lhe bdtth wag to be the araa_
'“foccupled by B Company moftar plaisun and CP'_ (5 1 and 2)
In addlLion Lo lne above infarmatlon, iha BaLLal:on Commandef
' Hwaa ﬁéry uUCOLSSfUlly exp]oited by the 2d BrLgado, 1mL Axr Lavalry
 ;E1vision, who continued operations aiLer nxtraction of thc 3d |
T_Brlgade from the CROW'S FOOF area,. Thxough hls coop;ratinn.aud
His informdllon,lsigniflcunt LOntﬂcLS ensucd Wth the 2d.MD _5
e 18:h NVA Regimunts._ (2 11) Pompany B Zd BuLLalJon,.' |

avalry was recommcndud for Lhe Valorous Unit Award For 1hL




*leddership of its officers and noncommissioned officers as well as-
“the professionalism and gallantry of its men and -lvs "will to win",
i (6)"Pérsoﬂnei-ﬂécofationéwincluﬂcd dhe;Silver-Star and eight -

: _Bfoth'Star_medalsm

| _;A_NAt_.YsIs -:/\N:D' C_l{ifyixcxém_
A search'Hﬁd.dpstr¢Y.miSSi§n iﬁvolves th-ta£ksj' Ga:i._n:'m;;'ci'cm-'.~
tact with,thguememj ;nﬂ désttoyiﬁg'him'thrqugh Offeﬁsive-gthat, .
;-_Sihéa théfViet Céng_ﬁbrmally-dééisive1y angage Quly.tho%e_fotces'
'thét‘they'thihklfﬁgy:été'aﬁle s ﬂcfea#, erkiblg and”thokqﬁgh.
'pléuﬁihgﬁmust_be ma&e'at all_epheloné'con&uctiug seﬂrch anq_deBtr0y:
opefationé. The'plaﬁ &f_all 1evcls_0f coﬁm&ndlmust prdﬁide for

search forces, adequate- reserve/reactipn  fotces, fire support,

and,_abbve_ali,,it'ﬁﬁst be higﬁiy'flekible,
.1. The search forces for.oparations 6n 15 February 1966 were
platoons. The Battalion Commander limited the campanieé to two
platoons con&uctingasearCh and destroy missioﬁs. his enabled the
Company Commaudcr to.maintain-a gigeable reserve, *he Battalion resgerves
congigted of_the*Reéonﬁaissahce Platoon ag the lmmediate reﬁction.‘

force and the uscommitled companies as additional reserve forces, -

The precéding.pageé describe .how .these forces were utilized_ap

'company/batta]ion ILVLl
2 Adcquate flTL supbort vas made availab]e dl all echolons

:Pyépér-gtllization3of_firersuPport,.once.thg contact‘with the.f
iénemyﬁié.madé,féiVaé thé_commander a mafkéd:ndvantaée in coﬁbdt

' power especlally against a numor:Lally supnrior foree which Lacks
.,the ﬁlre support. The plan of fLre SUppOlL st be comprehﬁnijc
;and i]exiblg so Lhat it can he applied at Lhe prOper lec and
. -p]acc.. IL has Lo comp]amentgtho scheme of maneuvur. 'The lndivid»,-'
f.ual-sdldier'must}béfa¢6ust0med'fovcon Lant uLi]idaLion of c]oqe

f_rfirc suppurL and expecL lf at a]l tlmes.: The Vlet Cang "bcar hug




_teﬁhnique'dﬂmandw thaf;qudcré-uupitélizp on and use all: types of
~Jﬁire?$uppdrﬁ.“' Thc Iiro BUDPOJt 1np10ycd:in_squort;<1E-thé asﬂault ﬁ

hy Lho 5d P]dtoon and tho roorhanization of 2d Plaioon are OdepleH

.:of-CIOSﬁ;and'flcxiblg uaq of-firé“gupﬁurt.

IBQIIPlahnihg af all.uchcloﬁ: must ho anpiohon ive, Orders.
'muqt.hé dgtgiicd and fiexible. They must bp disgéminated to ail
Rﬁfédnnel;_ Thé,assﬁult of the 3d Pidtqqn-wjtﬁout_thé platoon
ieadqr éuéceeded-bec@ué&_it'waé diséemiuatdd fo gvety'mémbbr of
the_plétoon. As the_situatioﬁ chauges'and evgntsfgnnﬁinne”to

develop, ‘plans -and orders that are flexible are modificd'easily

to sait thgisituatiqn.‘ NumeTous examples of flnxibiiity are por-
-trayad on'prcceding:pages. |
&, As contact was made.with the enemy by the 2d Platoon}-it
~was difficult to accurately determine the srrength;.compositimn

and: digposition of the enemy,. The Viet Cong is a wmaster at ¢amouy-

flage and concealment, -Yhe 93d Battalion, 2d Main Force Regiment
had excellent Tire discipline. Out of two cowmpanies in posi tian,
“only thosé in the 2d Platoon's scetor opened fire. This action

‘deceived B. Company as to the size of the onemy force encountcred,

-5.',0ncc:gained,gthe gbntact5ﬁith'the enemy mist he mainﬁained
aﬁd:thelbattieficld isoléted; Eécape and'rainfércement“must.be
preﬁéﬁtéﬂ;-;CoﬁtaCtHW1thhthe“eﬁemy‘waéfmainéaihed by'theﬂ2d ﬁlétoqh

.: dﬂd Lhe aerial scauta prxor to the assau}L‘ thL baL11ofLeld was
iso1ated by morLar and Lubo and agrlal rocket arLillgxy flTGS.
.;However the-eiusive‘enemy'esCaped th;ough-a cpncealed roupe.

3*Once LhLSL ]OULQS were discovered, an attempt was made to destroy

'ii hifi. uLlliAJng lAC Alr Gtrlke.

E o 6.5 10 reLaLn Lhe Initiativo ot Lho hdLLlLfile N Company

”,Commandcr uLili?Ld th ovurwhalm1n5 Lombat pawer provided Py the

' 'artillbry, mortar and TAC ALr firc snpport systems,;}The~platopua'




wore waneuvered into positions favoring the subsequent assaull,

. cm.az .u_:.'.\f?t..;rb{:.L; .:Iiovv"cf.z‘f W'.;J;_S' appl i.cd Zn c.‘ar.rjurr'n;_: vioa wilti .. (:i:r:-.:' el -
 ?1&£6¢&'5 n%éault.  Thé §ir étrikg, culmihatéd'ﬁy £he Violenp.as«_
' sah1t:hyf£h§-1nf#ﬁtry}ﬁith haﬁnneﬁs.fixéd,:aéhieved.thg.glgment'
ﬂof.éﬁfﬁriﬁg dver.thc suﬁeriot enemy foree, The assault provided
.thm:B Gumpany Commén@er wifh_fréedom aof action to mannu?cn ﬂna'
qqmmit'additioﬁal:forcesfdgéiqst-the.enemy._‘

7. :Theﬁmomentum_uf'the attack was maintained -by the émp16y~
meﬁp of the lst Platoon. against the démuraiiZed,enemy. The isf
Plﬁtoon'atﬁacked éﬁ,the ”heels”_of the 3d. Platoon. The rvapid and
violent attaclk by the piatoohs, complemonted By the shifting
supportingvfifes maintnined pressure against rhc.enomy, ﬁorcing
him.iUKO'Ehg_open an& the covering filres of the-Aerial Rocket
_Artillury. | |

8. The success of the attack was eupleited through the

Ccommitment of the 2d Plétqnn into the attack, The platoon, cager
Lo ‘revenge theit earlier set-back, fanatically drove forward colL-
tinuing to pursuéfand dqstroy.the'enmmy. . The momentum and Qiolancc _
of-the:exﬁ}ditation Eaused the encémy to disengage and flee.ﬁapidly.'
The'enemy Batfaiibn Cqmmaﬂdﬁrblost_all contfoi of his eleménté,.hqd
his COmmaﬁaﬂpdst.évertaken'aﬁd was captured.

9i fhe hecuflty and 1nrogr1Ly of the Lompany was maintalﬁgd

“by tl. 1nd1vidudl plaLoun actuons @mploymcnt ‘of the 3d Tlatoon -

'»_during thg prlojLaLLun, Lhn BaLLailon Commandar 8 cmploymen1 of

' .}the ReconnajbsanLc Platuon dnd snpportlnp fires. Duwin& th iniL1a1

tvénga&emcnt, Lho Zd Platoon mnlntazncd contact wrth Lho enemy meloy—
:ul'jng Lhe platoon 8 wuaponq and B Company & mOTEdr‘fJTES AJLhoubh
 ‘LhL jnngxlty and sacnrity oi thc 2d Pl atoun Wity Lhrc toned, the
'_SplaLoon 8! reaction cnhanccd aecnrity of .1 Qompany by y:ving the

aCompany Lommandcr freadom of acL:on._ 1hia enahled the Commander o



_10 mancuvet Lhe TLmaJu{np p}ﬂLnonq Luio ddvantagooua poqiitun&
Othor e]eanLs LuntributJng lo B Compdny 8 qLcu11Ly wnrc-tho

. scoutq, contlnuous HaL of lLro %upport and the Bd P]atoon a

:assauLL.

.10. ZThé ﬁost; sontid] anrodlcnt Wthh cnanjhutEd to ﬂhc
suceess - of tho detlo conaisiod not. of the léoig ok Swar bur uf
}Lhe men nf Company By Lt was the lcadcréhip of.its 0ffi¢er3_aud
nancommissL0ned~qfficers; fhe géilanfry.and-pfofassionélism.of.'
'ifs men; and,-fénally,.ita "wilt to win" -~ ‘the "“plllt of the-
Offénseﬁr Thé pefs0nﬂ1 décorafionszwere Few sinée only a handful.
ofssoldiérg pgrfofmeﬁ'd@éds.abovc and beyond thé actioﬁs of their
pecrs. |

LESSONS LEARNED

1. Units on . gearch and:dgstfoy wissions must . always be pro--
vided with reserve/reaction forces,

2. The primary objeclive of forces- on: search and destroy
'missiéns is the-déﬁtruction éf the'enemy.

'37 P[le suppomt mast bc habitualily pldnnud io; and employgd
-by qearch and destroy forccs

4 Oncp contact with"tho enemy i1s gained, it must be wain-
ialncd and tho - encmy destroyod

‘5,4 Planning at all eche?ons musl be camprchonaJvc Ofdals

;:must ba deLaJLLd and flexiblo and. dLsseminatod Lo all ersonneI

G A vxolent bayonet assault Dn the heolh of a close TAC AJr'

' &trlke has a Lremcndoua p%ygho]thoal dffLLL on the Lnamy and qhould L
bo uxp]aiLLd to . 1he maxlmum.'
”7 ' The kﬁy lo succeasful empluymani of Fire suppor Cis plnptr

'”coordjuatlon wiLh all thc alomgnL& of 1hL firve support 8ys Lem.

}
=% "
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23 RON DIDURYK

Cap:ain,‘InfanLry"




B]B[]OGRAPHY

'Jhétionxkdpdri 2) Jﬂuua]y —416 Februaty 1966 (APO U8,
Forces, 964901 Teadquarters 2d. Bultallon Tth Gavulryi_‘
?9 Fehwuary 966) o Loy

‘"Lapijve Lvadq GTa (o Pov” .New.Ydrk'Times; p}ill_flﬁ'ﬁchrun;y'-“w -

1966)

: Comunl Opeaailonq ALtor.Actlnn Roport (MACV/R(S/J%/SZ) (APO B
-uan Tinncisco, Ca11£01nia 94690+ HeadquarLOLq jd Brlgudc. S

1qL Air Cavalry DlviqLOn, 10 Marah ]966)

"M{Ac,o 66~ 9, om RATTON I'A(‘LL {‘T,Aw" (BONF ‘mN CRUN (ng 8820’-1-0)
Hoadquaztors 3d: Brigddc, ]qL Alx- Cava]ry BiVLSlon 091800
February ]966) : :

”TnLeLrogatlon RLPQTL N} 3= 66” (19]%[ MIl1lnry Intelligence:
Dgtachmont Clse ALy Cava]ry DlV]b]OH lJ]?OO Fehrunry ]968)

Metter RvgomanddL10n for leU10UH Unil Award” (APO San

Franefsco, California- 96490: . Hoadqun1tpra,_3d Brigade,
151 ALY Cavalzv Divigion, 4 July. 1906) ' : :

.Tactical Operdations:landbdok (Fort Benning, Ceorgias U, S,

S Army Enfantey School, Septenber 1966) .,
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