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Tet all of this came of curious clrecuastance, since the wat_ers 0

CONCENTRATION ON THE MERDERET

In the beginning what confusad many of the paratroopers and
acted as a drag on operations mlong the MERDERET line was the -

presence of the marshes, The Battali-~ns had not expected to .

find them there; they knew that there were wide marshes near

the oconrluence of the MERDEHET and DOU?E but they had believed
that above CIEF DU pm and adjacent to LA FIERE shey would

find the MERDERET running cleanly through a well—defiﬁed and
Narrow trench and that the meadows on both gides of the Qib .
stream would be flat and reasonably dry. Thus whaen they

oame down in the marshes during the darknees; many of them

assumed that they had dropped off courss aol were somewhers

along the line of the DOUVE.* The marsh not only fouled their
equipment end inoreased their phyeloal diffioculties; it alSo'_ .:'f5
confused them mentally; made individual orientation more dif- .

fleult and slowed concentration,

i

had been there for nearly a yeér. In July of 1943 the fqua
of inundaticn, baéking'up frdm the losck at IA BARQUETTE, had
reached'as'far as the GéuseWay‘to west of MANOIR DE LA FIERE.
Within a few wesks of then; the salt'lakefilling.fha'little
valley on both sides of the MERDERET was as deep ae a man's
*All officers and men who-cams'ddwn on the MERDERET made

this statement., Commanders such as GAVIN and LINDQUIST also -
spoke of how it influenced the caloulations of meny.




chont and 1t 4id not recede therEafter. Reéds and tall
grasses grew out of the water during the Aﬁtumn and thickened
when Spring came.* They partially obscured the spraad of ﬁhe
sheet of water which at the L& FIRRE crossing was a proxi-
rately 650 yards from shore to shore. Intimations of this
situation should not have baen'wholly umkﬁcwn to the air- 7
borne forces. The sheet maps published by Combany"ﬂ,‘ééoth"'
Enginesrs (Second Edition af April, i944)'rathef clearly deu-_ s
Tined the llnits of the inundations'tnough it was done in | =§§§fi
terms of classioéunder-atatementnu"grouﬁd prbbably'soft." L
But what had_furthar'conrused the issue was-tnat detailed
study of the most recent air photographs of ﬁnis terrain-——
taken within a few days of the invasién-wdid not reveal the B
marsh, though what falsé.trick of phctoéraphy was responsiblé  _L; |
for that mischance must go unknown, ALl thus is certain 1s -
that the men felt sure bhe maréh'was not there;** The"rivar
itoelf was an insignificant barrier and had_their‘initial' --ﬁéésig
expeotations materiallzed concerning the marsh, the operatiohs'li"h

along the MERDERET would have taken a quite different turﬁiﬂgk?fff}”

~and the bad drop suffered by two of the infantry regiments .~

would have had'far;less‘ﬁurtrul consequences,

*This comes from M. LOUIS LEROUEX of MANOIR DI L4 FIBRE who - v
kept accurate check of the riss of the waters because it inter-: .
fered with the grazing of his catbtle. R Lo S

“*The Commaniers all said that thelr miscaloulations were
based on the alr photogresphe. Apparently there was no other

competent gource of local intelligence as to terrain conditions;




'1r_tended to. geparate the elements of tha formatlon after 1t had ;_fﬁ

However, one other accldsnt of ground partlally compenﬂated |
for the unexpected jeopardy caused by the’ marsh. Coming doxn
into this black pit, finding themselves suddenly precipitated‘_
into water almost shoulder~high or clinging to soft banks -
ad jacent to that watéf,'wondéring.as they atruggled to;fréed'
tnémselvés from.their_harnesé hoﬁ to go about findiné,theirr
bearlings, the_paratrudpers_maﬁ by_map;anddgfdup by group wgre_
drewn to one spot as"if by & megnst. A short dlsbande above‘ﬂ*‘”}fi
LA ¥IERE the rallroad rightofway cuts dla onally &cross the Vf giﬁ:fé_
shallow valle; of the RDERET. But the gtrean also bends at_ o
that point so that for a dlstanoe of about 23 miles batween |
LA FIERRE and GRAIWVILLE tha rallWay embankment standa up boldly
like a dika commandlng the marshland., In dar or in dayllght
it dominates the landsoapa, to anyone ccming down in the marsh
above LA FIERE, tne embankmenb 15 the flrst thlﬂ” to be seen |
on the skyline and the ana solid obgect in an otherw1se un— j_‘ ?fj
certaln situation. lthougn no one had fmreseen that the en-. ,QQESAﬁ

‘bankment Woulﬂ prove a lirewsaver it was 1nevitabla that in =

the cirbumstancea of that nlght tha paratroopers would gravinﬁ

¥

tate straight to it.
;Many af those Wh@ descended 1nto qr near the Water north of the

LA FIBRE Gauseway wara well off caursa.. The haavy clouda had

orossed into NURM&NDY and thls scattering was further aggra~ ‘fe

vated by the ava51ve actlon of 1ndividual pldnes when they




encountered antli-aircraft fire about two-thirds way across
the peninsula. These eiperiences were distracting, and coupledi"
with the darkness of the night, they permitted -the paratrqoperé |
little chance to observe the line along which the Fflight was -

procesding.

When the graen 11ght flashed on and tney had to JUmD tney
were an average of two miles from their proper Drov Zone. ~ The .
strays included most of the oommand elements of 508th Regiment_
and soms of its combat people, a oonsiderable number of 507th

men_(though these were scattered for yet another reason) ang .

GEN éAVIF'S group: in the majority, they balohged to Force M“An
| whose task is was to secure the MIRDERET crossings. The FQPOG‘l   i:
-_.Was supposed to arrive at the Drop Zone, west of the MERDERET, 1 17ﬁT

8 mlnutes after crossing tne.coastllne.:

But tho 8 minutes nassed and COL LIPDQUI 3T of 508 looking out
saw chlefly a wide expanse of water just ahead of the plane., ‘%ﬁ§3:
'He ooncluded that this must be THE PRATRIB—the large flooa .
area near GHEF DU PONT around the confluance of the ﬂERDERET

and DOUVE This would put him somswhat south of the Drop Zone. 3

Then tne green 1ight flashed and he Jumped "Ha landed easily 'f"T

gfﬂ in about two feet of water amid deep marsh, grasses. Tracer

fire nad boiled up around nim during the descent; 1t kept com¢ng ey

at him across the water he lay prono and began wo*king to fres

?ﬁ}‘hlmself from his harness- in ‘about 10 minutes he was out of it._n"

But tha exper;ance h&d deepened nis belief that ne was nr the';i




DOUVE,

in reality he had landed mot far from the sunken causeway

rurning east to the railroad Just south of the plece which . .

the paratroopsrs were later to nickname "The Grey Castle,r

le saw no enemy troops around himrand'while he was walting a.
larga flight of planas eroaﬂed th& sky - tm'éouthﬁard'of him
and thc tracer fire whioh had ‘been hotrering hjm.waq drawn
off, After a few mlnutes of Walking througzh the marsh he saw |
a blue. llght and recoznized it as the beacon for his Regi~ - ;§‘ '_?
mental FQ assembly. It looked as if it were g thousand yards
away though he found it hélf that distance.* The walk took

him eastward Quite suddenly he wa.s challenged, it was hlS

own orderly, he had heard LINDQUIST unurnlng along through

the water. They went along together. The walk was breken  "
twice when the water shelved off sharnly and they went 1n over -
their heads. The duckinz came Prom canals ruynning roughly = R
parallel to tha Rlver: both thﬁB they @ot out of the watar ffiflia&f 

without 1oslne any equipment.

About 20 men had alreadf aasameeﬁ on tae light when they '  |
reached it IJNDQUIST could hear other faen. millinu arcund 1n
the marsh and he sont - runners out in all diractions to eollect .
them, reg&rdless of unit. Thay oame back w1th a few 508 men, ,;J7f"y'

some from 507 and a qcattering of artillerymsn belonging to - . . ¢ T

B N S S R e TeEwmm e D TN L ki e T e e e e e

B *According to LIHDQUIST, this'decepticn'ié:aharacteristiﬁ:; .
of assembly lights_ S o BE TEARDRGTERA.




. the right of tla 1ine of fllgnt he aaw gunlire and flak he

Force "A", They were-lass‘lucky with their equipment. The
aseembly l1lisht had short-circuited because of the wet ground.
Moat ofltha supply bundles had vanished into the marsh, and -
of the two or three that were recovered from the high grbﬁnd;.-

only one contained an SCR-300.

One man who had found his way to the light told LIND QUIST

that from the marﬂh he had seen what appeared to be a railway -
embantment only a few hundred yards to the west Since he 3
lknew that the T&ll line ran roughly parallel to the MERDERET ﬁi;
rather than the DOUVE, 1t was the first news to LINDQUIST of

his general location. He told the bthar_men to stay with him‘

and they would move oﬁt shortly.  In this way was bezun one

of the major assemblios along the ERDERIT.

CEN GAVIN, landing relativoly c]o%a Lo mbere LJJDQUIST naﬂ

come down, had escaped the marsh, though ha had labored unier _‘f |

the same misappr@hensiona as to his position, Just berora_ ,
Jumping, he had observed what appeared to be a wide- river weJx )
to the westward and Le -lsured: that 1t was likely to be the o EE
DCUVE and the abounding marsh. Bmall srms Tirve was ooming up'"3-ﬁﬁfﬁﬁ

at him from the ground1as'hia chute opened and well off to

guessed Wb°nﬁly that the fire was coming from STTENVILLE which .0
wWe 9 thcuﬂlt to. have the only heavy AA 1nsta]lat10ns in the
genaral area. Thera was also mich tracer fire that way. GAIILE‘*

came dcwn in an orchmrd and wag joined alnmost immcdlataly by




‘his alde, LT HUQO V. OLSEN;'together, they ﬁrbcssded tss“ﬁOIlf

up" their stieck, By tus tims they had worked their way tO

| the last few men they found themselves at tha edge of g Wlde 'ff_"

marsh; a few men were already in the water drsgging supply
bundles out of the mud and muck. Other Paratroopers were
coming down in the watar, the men of the stick could_héar the

splashes out somswhere in the darkness,

Twenty minutes after the party had rsached tha marsh, they
88w a red’ asssmbly light show on ths far bank—«the szgnal of
507. Shortly thersafter a blue light blinked on several hun-
dred yards from the red. 1ignt-5os's signal GAVIN posted - |
close~in seourity and then sent DLSEN on a scouting mission
to round up all tha men. he could find on thslr side of tns

marsh, Within about two hours, apprsximately 150 men were

at hand-—all from 507 exoept GAVIN‘S own stick and one planehfig;f

load from 508, There hud been no counter aetion by the ensmwf}ﬁ:b,

though the solid ground confronting the marsh wag well dug'
with sl1it trenahss and prepared gun. pDBltiDnS. On his raturngﬁ:
OLSEN told GAVIN that e had seen a railroad embanlﬂnent o
the far side of tha marsh and thst ha believed that ths
marsh wan passable for foot traops this was GAVIN'S flrst RN
‘knowledge that he had came down on the MERDERET rather than L
the DOUV'E *

*G&VIN said this' ny thought we were on. the DOUVE because j;;;

of the depth and width or the water, Our pre-operational R
photo interprstaticn had sstsblished that the MERHERET was a




GAVIN could hear heavy riring to the eastward he guessed

that it was ocourring arounﬂ STE NERE EGLISE At about 0430 fTTfi

LT Q0L OSTBBRG-and T coL MALONEY of 507 arrivad with about ISR

150 men. Thereon GAVIN tentatively decided to move as QUle—iir

ly as possible and Seize the LA FIERE bridae and oauseway
he knew that he would have to do it before‘dayllght or his

men.would face the formidable task of advancing 600 Yards o

across a shallow lake in the face of epemy weapons. such waaﬁf_f

GAVIN'S situation at about the time LINDQDIuT decided to mova7f

his 100 men over to the railway embankment They took uP a’

march formation and moved out., - LINDQUIST had in mind the,

&

Same goal as GAVIH. He knew that LA FIER. was the mission  1.1},

of First Battalion 505, but he was guGESLng that that Regl-

ment, too, might have been scattered: if he got to the bridga»;fg

head and found 505 alraaﬁy there, he could move through 1t

and continue south to ETIENVIILE “his assignsd objective.,

The 507 Regiment was in a bad way. ' The drop had left ité

elemﬂnta 80 badly aoattered that for three days thareafter L

the Regiment remained unoollected The- regimental Drop ZQnerffﬂ

was ahout 1000 yards nortn of AkFREVILLE and a 1ittle to tha
southeast of GOURBPﬁVILLM th one single stick from 50?

narrow stream, Its value as an anti-tank obstaale had bean

carefully studied, It seemed to ug that it would be difflcult
~ because the river bank was bounded by grasse-coveread marsh, the,f

fringes of which were used for grazing, Actually, what'we
mistack for pasture grass was Swamp grass several Teet high . -

whioh shawed above the water and conesalad the ‘water . expanse.?:.




landed on the Drop Zéne, though one Pathfinder team, which .
had arrived in advance of Regiment, made it; the Pathfindér’ _1
from the other two battalions were driven back by fire and

couldn't set up either their marksrs or radars. The one ofﬁé”'
flcer and 3 men of the successrul team maintained the signal S
on the Drop Zone from 0220 to 0300; by which time all of the. “(;‘;J
assault serials had passed over. The signal appears to have

been of little benefit.* Many of the sticks came down betweén'“ij‘

the Drop Zone and.the NERDERET and most of the men landed in - - .. %

' '=®l;

*LT CHARLLS AMES led the successful Pathfinder team, Nons
Of the light men were assembled after the drop and AMES got -
together only his Bureka man, the wire man and the section S
sergeant. All four men had encountered rifle gnd machine pis~ ..
tol fire during the drop but the Germans remained in position .
and did not oome after them when they hit the ground several
hundred yards from the Drop Zone. AMES landed in the middle - -
of a group of buildings which he recognized at once from prior
study of alr photos. Ile backed away from the area at once but
calme® under fire in so doing; moving into a wheat field near. o
the Drop Zone, he ran into the other three men. After waiting -
valpnly for the rest of the team, he sent the three men on . to -
cover the field and then went on patrol by himself, seeking =~ |
other members of the team, The search was unavailing and at: oo
Q220 he set up the Eureka. At 0230 the planes came over and ..o
AMES saw the men droppingz well beyond him., As AMES explained -~ W
1t, what had happened was probably this: In the absence of. = - -
lights the Furska signals GLhe location of the field., The blip -
is on the grid coming up to the Tleld; 1t goes down the scale .
during the approach; then it wings out as the Plans goes over
the rield and starts to rise again at a little disbtance, This .
couple of seconds betwsen the pilot'a puzzlement over not see~
ing the lights and his sudden awarenegs that the blip is ris-. o .oF
ing would account for the Planes, on a proper course, dropping. -
‘thelr stioks well to eastward. AMES did not know at this time = .-~
that he was the only Pathfinder on the Drop Zone, He waited - =
for a few minutes and saw. the second serial come over. It
acted much as the first had done. The third gerial was already -
scattered becauss of g heavy oloud bank as it approached him - -
and ‘a number of the planes could be seen far off course. AMES:
withdrew his men about 15 minutes after the last planes came . -
over, - - R _ P IUCTRE

-9~
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the mnrsh. ‘That was in oonsequenbe'of the TROOP_CARRIER
CONMAND overshooting the mark about 1000 yerds. The planes
had been fairly well on couree but they hed bsen undone

finally by the bad fortune of the Pathfinders, The pilots

came on looking for the three lerge "Tig" which wers supposed [

to mark the Prop Zone. When the "T*s“ falled to appsar, the -

pilote had a few seconds of natural hesitation before giving

the signal it was just long enough Yo aveail that the strength

of the Regiment was diseipated in the marsh and that for many

of its men the immediste problem beceme one of extrication
and survival ra*har.than of effeoting'an'eseembly. Dther 50?
planea which had been scattered by cloud and fire far north. .
and south of the intended line of flight dropped their etioks
in territory rsmote from tne Div1szon srea. Soms: of the men
from sticks fairly well on course ocame down among the fields .
and orehards on the west bank of the MERHERET others landed 17§5
along the western edge of the marsh and found their way to ‘J..
the nearest solid ground; theee troope collected for the moet
part arounnd O%TBERG and MALONLY and linked up with GAVIN'S
Torce, LT JOHN H. NISNmﬁ Regimental G-2, landed on the east-r
ern bank of the MBRﬂERET, saw the railwny embenkment and‘moved

‘to 1t through the marsh. Enroute, he pioked up about BD.men, f

mostly from 507'e Seoond Battalion. On ooming to the traek

. he found that the embankment ‘was serving as a lodeetone peraw :

troopere were ooming to it from both sides from out of uhB

'marsh. He gathered these men in and he led them eouth alons

8 g A R e L AR s v - vm a5



the reilroad until they came at last to where LINDQUIST haﬁf_,fj  “
collected his 100 men. They joined this body as it moved on
LA 'FIERE#:

R e et k- om 4 s 3 - A e e 2

Such were the actions and intentions of the principle moblle
groups which had been qﬁitelinadvertently precipitated into .
the fieht for the LA FIERE crogsing. One'othar group which;'.ff7-
figured prominently in the éubseqﬁent dévelopments'oouldnitﬂ,:l;}
get started, 1T GOL GHARLES I. TIMMES, commanding Second :
Battalion, 507, landed in the marsh west of the MERDERET in @
water up to hie knees.* While dragging himsslf out of the o
mick, he saw the railway embankment on the far side of thel |
marsh and heard firing to nofth and south. From these thinga ""f{
he guéssed his location-—ANFREVILLE lay %o the west of him,‘ |
probablf‘abbut é mile away, He moved north along the_adge'ir.
of the mersh searching the ridgeé and drainaée ditches for
men; he found about 1O of'them; all of whom had had expe:iml | ;
ences not unlike his own, They went on éhrough the dark. ;t-'i*;:

was about 0400 When.twq gliders came in end landed near themf-:;f

while they were still moving indecisively along the west shdre#f

*There was quite a bit of wind and TIIFES couldn't collapge - 7
his chute. It pulled him along through.the marsh, the water .. .-
sometimes giving off to a depth of L-5 fest. A large part of = .
the time he wes being pulled along- flet with his head under Rt
water and his body fighting to recover balance. The waterlog- .
ging of the equipment and clothing weighted him down so that -
all the time recovery becams more difficult and he found it
impossible to get his knife out and cut loose., He felt him-' -
sellf near to drowning several times but the chute alweys pulle~ -
ed him anto slightly higher ground in time., After 20 minutes -
- of struggle, he came up on an embankment  of s drainage diteh -

and was able to free himself of his harness.

‘l.-.._rj_lg:...- TP




TIRNES plcmed up 10 more men from the g]ldera though in so

doing his group bsoame engaged at close range by enemy mschine L

gun fire and had to get for oover. Wanderlng into CAUﬂUIuWY
(Nobve: This was the first potential capture of the western

approach to the L4 PIEHD"roqung ) they picked up another 30

masn from Gompany D, 507. At that tize, TI1MMES heerd flrlng . ;3.3f

Tfrom the direstion of AMERMVILLT and decided that hlS own
Battalion was probably attacking the village from the north
(according to‘plan) and that he had best take his group'and__;i'i
nove agelnst AMFREVILIE from the east to asslst the mis slon...

By this tima, it was daylight. TIMMBS figured it would be
Inviting trouble to move his group via the main road, so he-
veered a 1little to the north of ths CAUQUIGNY churoh and
startad thom o*oqswoouvtw“ Phey deployed along a hedgerdwf‘:*
and then went ahoad alonz tio lateral hedgaroWé and'ditcheq.
Theré-weré ébout 40 men., ”hey moved on through the group of
farm buildings to northwest of the churchj there they ran intog
a group of about 30 men undar 1T LEVY of 507. TINNES organ-a
ized the enlargad party for all-around protecticn and again Jq
started forward.. He imagined that he- wculd be moving in on .
 tha rear and flank of an enemy forue already engaged along ibsf
own front, once he came to ALFREVILLE, On this assumption ha?
weighted both his flanks With the idee that it would give him |
some advantape in the at+aok. As the group started moving

up ths high ground Just 0 the east of AMFEEVILLE they ran

- 12 - :f  ‘,;* f




into a platcol of 4iericans, mﬁinly from 507: but the platooni_  fi
was conserned with setting on.to.its own objective-—a positioﬁ
alohg tio northeast flank of the 82d4's sector. It moved orf

al right angles to the line which TTMMS was taking: within.

a very fow minutes thereafter he waa beginning to find trcuble,_  g
The Germens had taken up fire rositions along the top of - the

high ground; apparently, there werentt very many of them, but '"'
some’smull.afms fire'from heycnd the hedses on both flanks -
begen to take slovr Loll of TIUES' men. By the time TIMMES N Q

mate of the sltuaticn had s2¢n entirely wrong. The enemy wag .

started to move iuts the village, he resmlized that his esti-

not being engazed b:‘any otler Ameriecans; the oanly firing

from the village wuz beiny &irected agninst him;'and he felt
that he was graduanlly losing qantrol of his own force without 
doing any hurt teo the Germahs. The‘attack drew machiné.@un

fire from out of the tons of some of the buildingse; that

simply spurred TITIES! éecielon to withdraw and raorganize.a‘?_
He had lost 7 or & men, some of them killed, Durinz the withe i
drawal, e nery rive araln harassod his flenks; some ofrthe' 
Cermans in ALLREVILLE had followed him ous, énd one ﬁaoniné

fun made itaell ennaeclully ubuut1ou tr1ilinp the graoup. by

one hedgerow distarcs, By 0930 TIES had taken up a derensiveil
position in an orc&wrd noxt t*g narsh, somﬂwhat less than a -
mile north of thv GAVQUIGHY ehuroel. he put his_men to work
digging 1n and otherwise-o“ﬂaniuiaw i nosition. That mornwl’

ing they had abandunod 8 57 AT huu in onw of the gliders and '




TIMES intended to recover it irf he‘could. But the position
continued to draw some fire Ffrom outside its perimeter: in

the morninz, this was of desultory character and the group |
could have picked up and moved on had they chosen, TIn xid- ,' ‘_,
afternoon of that day, TIMMES would have moved, but by that .

time it was too late.*

As Tor the advanca of Company A, 505, asalnst the IA FILRE
poaition, there was nothinz elther accidental or casual about o
it. That was tho Company's target; they went stralcht to it -
and were well fitted for the undertakins., The Commsay ocame
into the same Drop Zone as the two Battalions wihich were to
fight in STE MSRS BCLISH; it tecune the first company to as-
semble that morning. All in all, that was perhams the riost
renarkable assenbly accemplished during CEERATION KLPFULE,
sines, desnite tha dariness, all but twoe men were accounted
Tor within cre lhiour of the drop, They besan fathering while
- on the nove anﬂ the Tirst stioks were already proceedihg to~-
ward the objective when tihe last sticks hit the riecld. Fer-
fect briefing followed by a perfect drop accounted Tor thié

phenonenon , **
They had proceeded to within 300 yards of the La FIERT bridge 3

*This was TII?ES' statorent. He apoke wlth recret of what = -
he coneidered a lost aprortunity. ' | ‘
*¥Mhis ia not the MO's opinlon but the statement of the mex.
All Company A mateorianl was obtuined at & Comnany eritique with
all surviving officers and NCOs present. o

~ s -



and were at the road Jjunetion just to east of it when they
drew sniper fire from their left flank and within a few .
econds bumped into a front of machine gun fire covering the
houees at MANOIR D& LA IIERE. .They believecd that they were
the first Americans on the scene. LT GLORGE W. PRESNEIL led
one squad far over to the right almost to the bank of the ;
river, then tried to move by the left rlank against the build-  2'-:
ings; the group got papt the first band of fire ang was mov-
ing in behind the first gnemy guh nosition wher it came unler
fire from a second machine gun poeitioned near the bridge; 3“ €
FRESHEZLL grenaded the first gun snd thought he knocked it

out; then the squad had to withdraw.

While these thinnu were happenln“ to Gompany A 505, the
LIMDQUIST aroup, 1ncludin~ UISNER'S party, were coming toward
LA FINRE down the east banlk of the River. GEN GAVIN and his
force were till on the west share or finding thelr WaY acress
the mafﬂh.‘ It had been reported to GAVI that LTNDQUI G _ l 5
column was mov;ur down: the rqiiroad and he {GAVIN) was about.  f!‘li
ready to take off along the same route when two' gliders landed k'fzf
- on .the wnst :nore about 400 yurdn from G&VIN'“ n031tion. Up
t111 then, the GAVIN party had managed to ratrieve only one
bazaoka and a few rcunds of ammunitlon- all other heavy aquin-” f' f
ment, includine radios, had been lost in the marsn.ﬂ The glidar~}; f
1andinb therefure se»med like a *1;t fron above; ‘with luclk, :

one of ‘the Eliders might even contaln a 57 AT gun; s0 the mnvn‘ﬁﬁi




south was nogtponed and g patrol was sment to reconnoiter t.e
rlider, The vpatrolts leader; LT GRAHAM, returned in ﬁbout
30 minutes; he needed 25-30 addifional nen; one gliﬂer con-
tained a 57 gun and the other a jeep; they hed lunded in g
rarsh, and added to the normal dirficulties of the sltuation,
the enemy was putting small arfg fire on the marsh, (Note
by HO: If'rom examination of the sround, it_éaems probable that
the orchard where G.LVIID had landed is the Sane one wiere
CIMMES foree beeume held,) 'The patrol left on its mission
but GRATAY wags back within the hour; he sald that the men
couldn®t budie the equipment and tho aneny fire was building
un steadily. This time GAVIN accompanied him to tho marsh,
fle found that the men had :;one to pround in old German 1o~
sitlons wihere they were uader such prazia; fire that the Prl-
KTy difficulty wag to éet them out of their holes und work-
ing. He weant bask to the nosition along the marsh shore afber
siving HAuQF‘? instructions to either et the men on thelr
taak at onece or flve it upn, MALOVEY tried, but no pood cade

of it,. Phw nmen couldn't nunhandle bhe hmavy equipment out or

tho bor; even HP1GT they had braved the fire and got the flrst-

Part of the dmhail ﬂcuompliahed' tthﬁemp ﬂank from its own

walrht lnbn the. mud* in the end they haﬂ bo destroy hoth Jeep o

and suhg - thoy'wura 1ucky to ot out, such was the bu11d~un or

the Pcrmun fqu.,

By that time it was broad daylight--0600 or 0630. GAVIN acw

L
i
o
ot
.




felt fhat he had no choice in the métter. The evidence of ;
onemy strength to west of the river was such that he belisved

it was impossible to move down the west shore and go at the
Bridge from the western approach; the risk of ¢rossing the

marsh in daylight seemed the lessef; so the colwmn noved

across the marsh to the railroad enbanknent, where it turned
south and followed the rails to LA FIERE., Tt was CAVIN'S

ldea that his force would pick up all that could be found of

508, contact whatever elements of 505 were at LA FINRE, and

attack the ocauseway from the egst. , ha

The enemy did not crowd them as they waded out into the water:

they erossed to the east shore without any additional trouble.®

¥ [he varylng operational parts of this chapter coile from
the CGAVIN interview, the firct and second LIMDJIIED interviews, .
the TIMMES interview, the 507th nerrative (prepared with the
help of LT WISIER) and the ALES interview, in addition to the’
Company A critigue, previously nentioned,

-l'? -




- THE MORNING FIGHT

although the LA FIERE bridgehead was the Number 2 objective,
1t was surprising in #ieé.of the bad circumstanoes'bf the
drep how many pérties:went after the bridge atIMANCIR DE LA
 FIERE thaﬁ morning.- Or agaln the very>circumstances of“the
drop may have reacted in that direction.- Far more sticks
were dropped in the 71clnity of LA TIERE then had teen in- |
tended and those whlch aid so, know1ng Low badly they them-
selves had fared were under the additional prespure of worry
lest the roroes comnltted to LA TILRE had been dropped no 1esu

far from the assigned objective,

Where so many ware drawn to tha_cbjectivelfrom.various'diw'
rectiona where so rew were prééent'to défand it, the effect-
ivenesss of the r651stance which REﬁt the east end of the Gause-
way in German hands for almogt seven hours after the arrlval
of overwhelning Amerlcan foroes camnot be explained-ln tenms‘ 
alone of a detsrmined effort by a faw dle hard Individuals.
In the nature of the clrcumstancss the Amaricans came t0 the
contest plecemeal and each elementr arart Trom Gompany A,

505, was more or less probing 1ts-way into an uncertain git-

~

uation, There was never a time when the Ameriaan side knew o

its awn strength thia, and the plecemaal character of the ap— -

pruach, gave tha enemy a chance to deal w1th the onsat in

detall .
Firat,Battalidn;-505;Lhad{beep~giv¢n.tne'aés;gnmSnt,'and'
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Company A, being ready, proceeded to the objective. It did
S0 by the shortest route and without any extensive recomnais-
sance of the general position. Had'suah'been undertaken |

that morning, Company A would have been surprised to learn

that part of the Amarican foree had ﬁéaten 1t to the objective f

and élready had J¥:§ FIERE under attack. A grouﬁ of about h5-
men, mainly from 507, had colleoted that morning on the east
shore of the MERDERET just north of the TA FIERh GausewaY--
" CAPT F. V. SCHWARTZWALDER hed assembled them on the r&ilway
track. Possibly anfhodrfhafora_GAVIN.oamé acroés the marsh

with the body of the regiment {there were about 300 men of

1éj§£i_

507 with GAVIN finally, the greater numberrhaving boen assem- ,f i

bled by CAPT JAMES 4. DICKERSON in the marsh to east of

GOVRBESVILLE) SCHNARTZWALDER'S party began o advamoe against. “_,? o

MANOIR DE L& FIERB; Tnay mcved only a little distance along’
. the southern sida of the "y" formed by the two hlgnways and

were then bmougnt-in check by the flre of a heavy machine gun.

LT JOEN W, MARR, who was 1eading the point about lEO yards in

advance of the Gompany, looked back and saw that the Company .f =;f [
had stopned. He declded to try to taka the gun out by mov1ng :

far over to the left so That he cama at the MANOIR from the.

south. Hls group got dcwn to the first hedgercw next tne

rrver than rlre broka around them.from a number of positions *f:ffﬁi

in or around the bulldings at the MANUIR LARR decided that

the . place waa too hot and he led the poini back. to. the Gompany,_~

as he witndrew, the Garman gun*which had openad the aklrmish

B




dlsplaced forward, hedgerow by hedgerow; its fire began to
beat around SCHWARTZWAIDER and the men and he ordered bhem to
atbtack forward along the hedrerows, The Zun w1tbar=w over
the same line along which 1t had advanced; the Company sc-
complished nothing oxcept the killing of one sniper; but by
this route the Company ?0f up to the ground which the point

had held for a few minutes before it, too, was forced to check.

They had made an approach which was to figure with éverfinn
creasing omphasis in the story of the MEHﬁHEmT bridsehead and-
at thet moment, it was pratably the koy to the situation.

- For 1t seened fo VAR, us .he watched, that some of the gnemny
I'ire was being directeq toward the opposite flank, though he
had no way of knowiag that this was bhecause company-a, o035,
was attagkinﬂ.from.the_gther Siﬂe.. SCIHAJT'WA LR told MARR
to take his men and attempt to move Forwaml along tho hedperow
and geot to a stone wall flaﬁking the farm road which led into
the bridze. MARR sbsrted across ble Tield with four ren; two

off them were Pth throuch the 10;3 by a maehlne gun firlnr at

10 yardu range as they closed on the bedzarow, ‘They went flat.‘ff;

- TES 5.ESCDEAR one tha_umundoﬂ men, opened lire on the Cor~
man nun with lils tmmny gun; he was firing wild; a German T OSe
 out of the pOHition WLLh his arm coclked Lo hﬁuve a rctauo -
maah@r, CFL LAMTON dxilleﬁ hlﬂ with his curhino the Gorman
diﬁn't die and “he atosa uhere, sbrué lldh to Cﬂt the nreuude

away, IAHTOH‘and PVT IAFLLTTO throw grcﬁ“dcs ﬂight togother;




" and other thorn ao that both observation and the opportunity" '

. GDnSldering the position rrom flank to flank, was most irreg- *'"

?' is true of tho trianhla of land boundad by the railway and the*
=fl-two nighways leading into MANOIR DE LA FIERE“ it is. truo of

 trouble although he was bleedlng badly from two wovnﬂs, shot

- that LAWTON"WEE losing~too muohrblood, and:he<oarf*od him

- 3uch taotical miohaps a8 oocurred mioht be 1noomnreheusible

that blew up the £un posltion and two Gormans ‘with it; by thiql
tine machine plstol fire was. ralslng hell agalnst the hod@e—

row where the five men la?, IAWTDN, who was stlll ookin; lor o

a German offioer who was casually regarding the scene through

binooulars from behind the brldge; after that, MARR dacidod

back with the rest of the point following. The Company was o __ o
several hedgerows to the rear and what had baan going on |
along the right flauk (-here Gompany A, 505, had engagﬁd) all E}
of tnis time, they knaw nothing at all ahouu.‘ If a psY0h0~r

logical moment had passed, at least nons presont were in po-

31tion to rocognize it.

‘unless the development of 51tuatlon is exanlned 1n the light
of tne extreme tSl:I.:t‘:t'.Loultilc::*-‘1 or ground. The area around MﬁHGIR
IE 14 FIERD was - qtron&ly oompartmented with high box-like -

‘hedgorows whloh for the moat part woro ovarurun with blaokberry?
for penetration wore critically limlted._ The ground itself

ular, From tho railway line wostwald, 1t rolla gently for a

few hundred yards then falls off . aharplv to the MERHEHET' th&t



the ground bordering both sides of the main road leading

down to the River.

But the ground to the immediate south and east of the MANOIR

buildings—a terrain that is partly patture, partly orchard

ang partly truck garden—is extremely iviegular. The side

road cutting in throuzh the IANOIR and used principally for

the servicing of that establishment is bounded on tis north
by seversl large knolls, eriss-crossed by hedgerows, and on _
the south by a series of rather large mounds, ﬂhﬁped not un- _!
like the Indian “kitehen riicdens® of the United States. It fﬂﬁ .;
was tihrough these amall hillocks and their surrounding hedges
that SGHWARTZWALHER made the Pirst bid orf the. morning to seiza‘ .

the eastern end of the Caus SeWAY «

The hills were thus A mass inposed between the two flanks of
any force attempting to envelon the MALOIR ros ion. ‘The ex-
treme helzht or the ”AFOIH buildinea comnounded this 4iffi~ |
culty._ They are not averarse IFrenech farm bulldings, but are ~#1§
maasive stone-wallad affairs, averaging about four stories )
in height, both the houses and the barns, Ebreover, where
the buildings are not dlrectly JDLH thgy_have-cannecting

| stone walls, nigher than a man.— The effect is like fignﬁiﬁg
on both sides of a bloalk of‘apartmantu, where the lattar are o
of suoh stout conﬂtruction and fltted with such convenlant :

~ Outworka tnat mprtar Tire will hardly scar the walls. None

but @ very lar e force perfeutly Joined in the first place,




~ present that morning.

could bring off an envelopment of MANOIR DE LA FIERE from

the oastward, without risking the probability of g‘divorce ‘

of the two flanks, And of course those conditions were uot

For the. time being, SOHWARTZWALDER practically gave over the
attack on the left though DOLAN persisted on the right. GﬁVIN :.
got there before LINDQUIST’SipeoP16 had joined the battle. H6  f
knew nothing about SCHJ/ARTZWAIDER'S force or what the left -

had found. -'Briefly; he talked to MAJ KZLLAM, commmanding First- e
Battalion; 505, who told him that Company A's point had gotten
down'almosf to the bridge. He said'that he_was lightly op- ,; f. r

pesed’ and that he expected to have the position within the
hour., It wasg g correet premise but was reasoned to an‘incor4_ -
rect conclus:on.* GAVIN. thon decided that his own duty was : ;.'f
to move south as quicxly as “ObSlble, ‘he had not seen IIND-
QUIST who was then déploylng ais own force to southeast of tne  ;£
NMANOIR p031t10n without yat coming In contact with the enamy,_‘;;;
but inasmuoh as the L4 FIERE bridgehead seemed to be coming |
under control ‘the situation at CHEF DU POJT becae of forewjf"
moss concern in tha mlnd Df ‘the General what was happening :
there and around Hill 30 where 508 was aupposed to concen-ffﬂf
trate, was still unknown but the fact that LIHDQUISm'S party
from 508 had bean dropped so far. north made 1t the- less likely
thatatnarg-hadubeep.an,efﬂective.conoenuration,around_ﬁillnBO;r_

_ *The data on Garman strenbth is to be found furtner along g
in the narrative. K s _ . ”
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scattered and had not yet come-up)‘had estiﬁated the situation
and reported it to GAVIN; then GAVIN had gone to CHREF DU FOIIT;
no lnstruction had come to LINDQUIST to take the onreration

cver. It was considerably later in the morning when GEN RIDG-
WAY came to LA FIERE from his CF near STE MERE EGLISE and gave
LINDRUIST & poaitive instruetion to oclear up the situation——

which he proceeded to do.

In the interveninz hours the advance of LINbQUIST'“.MBH on
the left had bean ulOW, steady and uneventful they had been
harassod by a fow snipers and an occasional burst of automatic :
fire, and by exercise of caution had Xopt down-their lossesa
But over on the right, a great deal had happenad to - Qompany
A. After PRESNELL S petrol had withdrawn from the advanced.
ground on the right near the briuge, DOLAh tried for a timm‘
to soften up the enemy fira.positions by liberal use of -his
60 mm rortars; he thought'that the éffort had been somewhat

succegsful. e then followed up with a plan of attaca almed

at a general envelopment.

One patrol was sent far over to the right; it was told to get f'ﬁfﬁﬁ
to the River anﬂ then move south alonf the. emhankment with o
the obiect of penatratin& the enamy defanses from: bhat flank,
or at 1enst of punohinr Loward ‘them and keepin@ them cccunipd ];5f

in the end this patrol could not make a near approach and it

acoomplishad very little. A second patrol undexr ZND LT WILLIAMEﬁL-i
A OAFIPY was senu far over to the left .to get to the embankment
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southrof the MANOIR with the same general pUrpose in'mind:
it is revéaling-of DOLAN'S stgté of information on the general
situation that in so ﬁssigning his second patrol, he was in
effect sending it around 508'srflank anﬂ‘employing it as ir

Do oOne else wgs present. .

Company A's center was then sent forward acroas the ground
flanking the main road—the ground which, after survey, LIND~
QUIST had considered was too well 1nterdicted by automatic
fire. 1T DONAID G. COXON, leading the platoon in the cenmter,
was told by DOLAN to gét his scouts out during the approachs.

the ground and hedges around then wera already: being beaten

by intense flre from.machina guns and machine plstols. GGKQN_ -

sald: "Well eir, if T must send somsons out, I'1l go myself " -

So he crawled forward along the hedge, taking the rirst scout
with him. They got about 100 yards, A4 bullet killed the

scout: anotnér'bullet wounded COXON; he was-prafty bard nit

and he started corlng baack; while he was moving along ﬁnother
bullet hit him in the dtomach- after that he bled. to death.

2ND LT ROBBRT E. MO LAUGHLIH took over the platoon. His radio.

operator, CPL FRANK BUSA, moved on forward and was hlt by a
qniper's bullet MG “"HLIN thougn he was alive and went oub

to get him, befora MU LEUGHLIN could makﬁ it, he himselr wav -

hit in the qpper leg, the bullaet went through the lower part
of his stomach and ceme out of his buttocks, DOLAN and MAJ

-‘Jmimﬁ E MC GIHITY Battalion Executlve were observing from 'ﬁ




the same hedgercw from which MG LAUGHLIN had crawled forward.
. A sniperts bullet hit MG GINITY and killed him; DOLAN located

‘the sniper and killed him with g tommy -gun. DOLAN Shen cr&wl—

ed on forward and dresssd MC LAUGHLIN'S wounds; after that,
he crawled. baok to the hedgsrow- it begen to rain softly;

DOLAN crawled up to MC. LAUGHLIN to cover him with a raincoat}_
¢ LAUGHLIN wag daad.

The enemy automatic-fire had'incréasedstaadily'during this'
time. However, Company A's rosition was such that it could -
not meke suitable return, DOLAN was worrylng about the. two .d
patrols movinb in from the flanks and feared that he might
shoot his own men, Already, about .10 men were dead and 20
wounded in the Gompany line. The hour was betwesn 1000 and

_ 1030 A Tew more men from 507 were aomlng into the area -ard

R
Ty

3 L

:

wersg placed on the defensive line alone the River to north of'.»'

the area where DOLAN was. attacxing, a large number of 507 men o
under CAPT DICKPRSON ‘ware already in line there. But of.this'd_
1noreased strength DOL:iT - could Tegl very little. He knew__ C

mainly that his own men ware stopped for tnc time- being.‘

It wag about 1100 when.word of Cdmpany Afs trduble and of MAJ R

LiC GINITY’S death reached LINDQUIST¢ This wa s after he had

talked with GEN RIDGWAY._ In his sweep around to. the ert, ne;'7

had contacted and swallowed SGHMARTWL&LDER’S forca. He now

sent for SGHWARTZI&LDER and said: "I‘ve got a mlsaion for you."

The plan he outlined was no novelty SGHNART”MALDER was to'.ﬁ7

- 8-




attack the MANGIR from the south over exactly the sama route -
he had gone early that morning. LINDQUIST then sent an of-
Tlcer to tell DOLAN thet at 1200 the two forces would aava-me
on both sides of the main rOad w1th COmnany 4, 505, sweeping
along the right, and Company B, 08,'keeping pace with it |
through the fields to the lerft. When the noon hour camé,
LINDQUIST saw no ﬂigns of movement on the right and heard
nothing from DOLAN, He tried to contact the right, then failé
ing, he told hias own men th &0 ahead. Their progress was al- -
mosﬁ uninterrupted; the.eneny had had enough} During the | ﬁﬁ5. ;
search of the buildings at the MANOIR, the 508 force killea

6 Germans, wounded about tne Same number and captured 9 or lO.

The losses among 508 were two woundau and one killed; the
Germans put up a white ~lag and as one of LINDQUI&T'S men
stepped into the open to receive the surrend2r, he wﬁs shot

dead.

The final footnote L0 the engagement was that 1T OAKIEY'S 5‘7g355fﬁ

patrol frqm'campany A, which had swung out and around LIND—_ 
QUIST 'S foree raaohed the appointad ground in thﬂ to clean1 g:
up the left, or at least to soften it to a poinb where when f

SCHWARTZHALUER came through he had clear qailing.

Tha patrol slipped smoothly down to the River embankment R
moving ‘toward. the MERDERET along the third hedgerow south of -
'the MAUDIR,‘ The enemy did not see them until they hed movedf:f

'up to the firat hedaerow, which was alEOht on top of - Lhﬁ German
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position, Machine gun and machina pistol fire then cans

against them but they were snug egainst the hedgerow embaﬂk—

ment and no one was hit. OAKIEY and SGT 0SCAR L. QHEEN ua—-.ﬂf”oo
ing rirles, ¢liminated one German with a machine plstol and '

two riflemen,

Then the patrol ran for the cover of the 8tone wall ﬁhioh runs;-f':<
Trom the southernmost barn of the MANOTR almost to bthe brlage,”‘ o“
thus covering the 51de road along its south facing, (This wallf.,‘:f
greatly influences the taetical aituation during qucoeedlng  &:
operations at the bridgehead.) They made it without hurt and 'ﬁg§:f
opened fire on an enemy machine gun to-north of the main road, :
{This gun wag in position to operote agalnst the Amerioan -
right flenk.) The others covered while QUEEN crossed the
slde road running as low ag he eould. As QULHN ducked |
through a gate in the stone wall opposite, a grenade explodedf*'hffj
about five feet away and stunned him slightly, He heard some?ﬁofoﬁ
one behind him. fl?lﬂ{ a J45. A flgure moved in the branches
of a tree hear where he‘lay, with his carbins, QHEDJ shot_a_fﬂ'ﬁ

man out of the tree. Then he ran back acrosp'tho road. 'HB-T‘i?f'Hf

found that,CAPT DALE ROYDEN had done the pistol shooting ROoni€anf
DEN h&dISeen somoone in the house thr0W1ng grenades. at QHEEN.;o;:iE
The patrol sent back Tor a machine gun, Whonrtbe Sun‘sot . : ‘:”

there, they put it in aotion Bt the lower.end'of tho atdno.-“oiiio;f
wall, firing at the fer.an gun on the other side of the main 1;-~“1f

road. The position wag strongthened and tho sztuation furthnr1ﬁ:;ﬂé




cleared a short time later by thé arrivel on the far 1eft

flank of the forcs-from'ﬂqmpanj G;_507.

Y

SCHAARTZAALDER advanced his men to thlS ground almost 1n a

romn. There wasg stlll ) l¢ttle automatic flre over the front,

but the final surrender to LINDQUIST'“ force was fast ap-

.proaohing. About 4 or 5 mexn were lizhtly woundéd in.mov1ng

the Gompany up to the stone wall.' They had to stop there.

2ND LTS JOHN G, DARLIHG and BDWARD EKEEHAN, on taking the

advance party as far as the hrldée, had basn turned back by

mortar fire comlng from the American righn flank.

But enemy resistance had dieﬂ around the HANOIR ang SCHWARTZ---
WALDER was stralnlng to get 0 the nther side of the Gause-- L

way.




IEVYI'S PATRCL

TIMES hadn't forgotten the TA FIRRE bridge and bridgehead.

It was atout niﬂ—morning'ﬁhen he calléd'LT IIVY and told him 2 "
to teke 10 'mer, nove southward, éapture the ground around  7'--
the church end establish a fire position whihh'wouldVdominatéL!“ffié
the Causeway-fromqthe[westErn end. The order thué 10#561?’ “  if@§

glven became one Link in a chelin Qf events which resulted_iﬁ o

one of the brevest énisodes of the MERDERET battle., It wasff

the supreme irony of the day that this sans herolsm.came of _rfaﬁ5a

i

1
A
=i
i

an eplaode which Lhwazf&d GEIT wAV¢N of his main chance for
a quick victory. Tie LUVY sroup moved out equipped with
rifles, grenades, coe tomiy cun, one BAR and a rifle eac_;j.:.ipx::ed'.;-._\- -'__7'"“--"'-‘*;"3é

withjantimtank_grmnadem.

thfway to the ohufcn, IEJY Ian iqto LT JOMLPH KDRNYLO of
Company. D and about 20 men,’ includina a crew with a llght
machlne gun., FDRHYLO-had'already sean'the'brid~ 5 in fact ”."m
he had saen quite a lot o; the . ccunt ide that mornlng._

had droppad into a field covered br anemv fire near the GREY"

CASTLE and after working liS woy oautlously cut of that hot 3fﬁf
spot, he had trava]eu souLh, GDllPOtln” men as he went along.ff{f
The firgt were glide“ men . and anti-tank ten; finally he round{ﬁf3
a machine Run orew and some riflemen from his own. unlt, Tha fiﬁ
grcup steared clear or: armhouoeﬂ as 1b movad alo ﬂ; on. coming.“
.to the roup~of fat. nusas northwest: of tae church at GAU—

QUIGTY hDRPYLO firured that he had hetter seL up a defensiva

. '
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position and wait tﬁe time that he ‘eould attach ﬁimself Lo ¢
some larger gloup. They set up among the buildings and es-:
tablished a perimeter defense; they were' still there when .
IEVY came glong. LORMYLO brxefed him on the sltuatlon.- Hei,;i;i-
had already set up his machine gun near the marsh line so
that 1t covered the bridge ana Gausawag, though in so doing--;' ’ 
he had worked blind. Initially thé gun had been pointed in
that direotion ‘becpuse they could héar firihg-from.there.‘
EORMYTO then routed a Frenchman out of one of the houses and
after checking throurl his phrase shzet, he asked: "Le Pont?" _ﬁ
and pointed to the south. - The Sronohman led him to where hef*ﬁu
coﬁld s&é'therhriﬂﬂe acroes the marsh; also; he sould see-thbfljﬁ
church and he Xnew frop the seAthings that‘his guéss with théf ?f
gun had bsen a gmpd'oné; "It vaS'deeﬂly in his mind thatlﬁhé‘ 
Bridge was the secondary nih;Jcn o tie Division and he figur-;q
ed that he had better ool*ect his geng auu get on down there'm?r
but 1t was Just at thia noren* Lhu 1EL and his‘group cams_i}f

along.

IEVY and nQnFYLO discussed the a*nuation brlefly, and in the;ff
face of the Tacts that thN"LD was imoressed with the lmpcr-(ff
tance of the ObJeDulVE and nelther offlcer knew ths atate ofof'

thlnos at the ur*d@e, 1% was- decidsd to send all of’ KDRMYI@'S“{f

nen except . the mFGLlHE gLn crew to TIHME&' rosibion in the

orchard, In thla @aG*Ean, their awareness that TIMMES had




seen it to read only 1Q men to the bridge doubtless played N
a large mart. Since IEVY was gsenior, EKORMYLO incorporated
his men into the Aroun and they-sfarted gouth. LEVY told
KORMYLO that they would get to the dhurch'as quickly as poa-
sible; tlLeir nuibers congidared, IEVY felt that eecupation

of the ,rwunﬁ around the church was the strongeat move the
groun could meke, The hour was about 1130 when the movemenﬁ'”'.
80t underway; KOPNYLO did not expect any real trouble, He
had noved up and down’the west bank quite openly prior to
LEVY'S coumlng aad had draﬁn no fire, During this time, he
had heard firin- ou'the ea&t haﬁk;'but it wae a ragged‘ana
irregular rire and o die not get the'lapreésion that any

important action was Lawing plaes,

The group moved down to the rirst hadgerow confronti ing the
LﬁmDERET along the waqtern bank, then walkmd along it tdward
thelr objective. The rirst lap was easy. As they started

throuzh the szcord aedperaw short of the church, they drew

aniper fl“ v IL 88 nﬁﬂ to be couinr from aastward of them,~v-5*

as 1f fro enerny fwra rositicns in the lowland along thas
ewanyp. (I% is gquite “osq¢hlc this was American fire from.thef'

west bank.}) They wont low alonz the uadporows trying both

'for “rotection and to kean thalr rresenca hild. But the fire A

built up in volunc s t;h»:a'r went along unLi¢ 1t wrohibltad
Passage. At the last hedrorow zorta of tho church 1EVY oalleaf-'_ff‘

2 hait. To go ahoad on that Lina mﬂun+ thut the patrol would e




have to wcva in the open. He led them back along the north- .

running hedgsrow, then moved west and south, taking advantage

ol the elibanknent cover, and finally brought them into the

ohurch alons a 1aﬂ€.paralleling the main road. The passage . .

was unorrosed; it wasg exactly noon when the patrol took the

church over, After Satting up a fire position, the men broke - -

out tasir raticns, 4 brenchman cale over and served them
milk ané gider, The machinp fun wes set up EO that it had a
Tield of fire ransing along the western bank north of the
bridge. Thls sesiicd “he best use to make of it; the patrol
did not sense at tilas tine that thera'were‘other friendly
forces clone mt hond nleng the western shore, tnouﬂh looking
bqyond tha far 2nd of the Couse Wway they ocould see g 57 gun
on the high groun? beyond the Ta PIZRT buildings—the only
Indication of the position cf the Anterieans attacking the

bridge from the east,

As LEVY oomvletou his dafensivc ﬂrraueerents, two. 508th ofwl;
ficers and shout 40 men oame iuto the church from south of
.the_main‘road. This group had assenbled an the western side
of' the MERDERET, - The newuo$era agread with LmVE that the
poaltlon wag of rrims importance and after jolning fbrdea
with him they sat up a defensive positlon covering the road
fork near the church and” the ground 1yin south Of,it, Tne;_
508th party had a. bazooka; a road hlocﬂ,'covering'to thaiwesﬁéitf

Was s6% up-mear tha ohurch. LEVY gent a runger back to TIMMES

-
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with the message that he hag ggcursd the bridgehead.

While thesa arrungemants’went_forward, KORMYLO noticed a
sudden pickur of activity along the east bank. Mortar fire

Wwas hitting heavily into the L4 FIERE buildings and the small .~

arms fire was making a swift orescendo, Men could be seen

movin3 rapldly along the hedgerows toward the Causeway. Xnow- -

ing that friendly forced were engaging on the far aside, KORM- .

YLO and 1&VY seat word up and down the line to hold fire; but
despite their res straining efforss, g rumber of the riflemen
kept banging away in the general direction of the MANOIR DR
LA FIERE buildings. -

LEVY walked out onto the road and Looked through ils field

frlassos eastward along the Caugeweay.

"KORI'YLO," he yelled, "Damn it! Thatts a baratrooper coming

aoross the bridee,n

KORMYLO threw an orangie anoke grenade out into the middle of
the roagd. Immedintely there came back an answering wave of

an orange flag from the other side of the River.

Thoge were small acts, and in themselves, they were perfeoctly
c¢orract, They seemod to gignael that the Causeway fight was
over and the 82d Division had won the MERDERET bridgehead at
slight cost, Yet of them came much t:ouble,*

*HCRIMYLC, His statoments were all supported bY other
hembers of the patrol.
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THR, ‘FIRST cnossmc

on the crst bank the ball had been passed to CAPT SCEWARTZ-
WALHER'° Gcnpanfmwthe same cormander who . hud happened to be,
present that mgrnlng when GEN RIDGWAY said to COL LINDQUIST:
"I want that bridgze taken'*mwthe same company which had found
the soft ecpot along the rlght flank of the German defenses
enat of the brldge. Wlbh SCHWARTZWALTER as the nmon hour
cate and passed; there were about 80 men. LIPDQUIST in SOing L
to the north flank of the pos¢tion hag taken most of SGHWARTZ-_.-@EQ'
WALDER'S own men; tbere ramained about’ 12 men from Company G .

and the otherﬂ.wera.maialy from other companles of the sams
battalion, |

The time wag abcut 1330 oy CEVII was away on his personal |

reconnalssance of - the uituatlcu at CiEr D U PJET. SCHWARTZ-
WAIDER'S force was prﬂctically non-engaged and over Dn'the

right the situation had'quieted. From- across the river around 7
the GAUQUIGHY church Lhere had come no sizn that Amsrloans _;-J[Q?F;
were present. Tnese wore the general clrcumstances when the u |
ordar came that.SGHMARTZVA LDER was to taka his hen on across. o
SCHIARTZWALIER told IT MARR to lead out with the point MA._RR
already knew “Onﬂthiuﬂ £ the situatlon into whlch he would :__.V
be moving; a oastured Gemm 100 had told him that thers were
- occuplied fer,ELL. strunp out aLona bhe Pausewa" MJ_!,R_R.lcn:zl;euil T
*Thig was GATNARTGWQLD IR'S recollﬁotlon of the order.‘ Ao~:c.'5v

cording to LINDQUIST, RIMMAY saids. "I want this grea oleared
of all Garmans and the br*dvehead secured R )

O
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at his watch as the lead scout, FVFP JAMES L. MATTINGLY,
stepped off; 1t was 1345,

Walking erect, right along the top of the smbankment, MAT-

TINGLY got 100 yards west of the bridge without a shot being

fired; then an eneny rifleman in g haahine gun er.ylacement

on the north side of the Caugeway blazed away et him. MAT~
TINCLY emptied his rifls into the position ag fast as he
could pull the tricger, then went flat and threw a grenads.
It hit fair on the targat. killing one man anfl wounding
another. From the same emplacement, two other Germans Jumped
up with thoir hands in air. Then five Germans who had been
in foxholes right next to BEATTINGLY rose un in surrender, Ha.
had no choice but to take them in because his own rifle was
empty. ©So he waved then on back ﬁaward the Company. The
Americans behind MATTINGIY saw this sction clearly, noticed
its boldness and were greatly encourased by it; they felt
that the resistance was eruabling, Toey also saw that both

Of the German groupys had quitted meschine guns—MG~428—with

which they could have covered the embankments on hoth sides,

Only one man was shot orossing the Causeway; he zot a bullet
in his buttocks from a sniper riring from the marsh somewhere
south of the Causeway. MATTINGLY continued to lead the ad~-
vance, Behind him came FVT JOHNNIZ K. WARD, the second scout,
and behlnd WARD came MARR.

As they moved along, they thought they saw ﬂ-fBW Anmericans on
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the west bank, " SCHWARTZWALDER t0ld one of his men to break

out 8N Orange flag; as he Aigd so,;ha saw an orange-flare light
- up in the roadway next tha'church. LT WISNER, who was observ-
ing from off on the flank of the MANOIR poaition along the

sast shore, saw the game flare—the orange snoke granade

thrown by KORMYLO. To WISNER, 1t indicated that SCHWARTZ~
WALDmR'S foroes had reached the west bank and he realized that
‘the move should be supported. He reported the matter to QAPT

DICKERSON of 507 who replied: "Yes, WB intend to cross at .;ﬁm_é

onoe." WISNER relaxed, Tlguring that the situation was at
last coming well under control But the circumstances had
8ot up an entirely different trein of thought in SCHWARTZ-
WALDER'S mind; he had expected to meet stern resistance and |
instead he had beaten down the resistance sw1ftly and had then
received the friandly gignal from what he had supposed was g
hostile quarter, It £1lled him with optimism and hs went ror-
wanrd thinking that the Americans were solidly in possesalon of
the west bank ang that his tour de forecs had been saarcely 7
needed. -The impression was deepened when ILEVY and KORMYLO |
came forward along the western end of the Causeway to mest
NMRR There was g little snipsr firs coming from the marshes
to South of the Causeway. After the meeting, LEVY continued
on to the east bankrwharehﬂ talked to a fisld officer and as-
sured hlm, as he had ‘asaured SCHWARTZWALﬁER that he had the
west bank under control, LEVY was back in about 15 minutes' |

. be told KDRMYLD that he had a prqmise that a Battalion of 505th
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was on 1te way to take the bridgehead over.*

In the few minutes before LEVY'S return, SCHWARTZWALDER and

_his men moved in beside the churchyard and depleoyed along the

hedgerow which faced the HERDERET, The point, under MARR,
steadied at the northern end of this hedgerow. Tt was bhus
that LEVY found them when he got back to his own men. They
had not maoved westward as if to protect the bridgehead from
enamy pressuré from that side; but were already pointed as if
they intended moving north. LEVY and SCHMARTZWALDER belked
over the situation., SOHVARTZWALDER figured bhab the bridge
was already "oaptured® and he haq it firmly in his.mind that
he bught to be on his way.to AMFREVIIIE~his original objec-

tive. IEVY mede no objection. Bub he felt that since TIMMES =
had sent him to outpost the bridge, he had bétter stick there.

Howsver, he told SCHWARTZWALIER about the situation of TIMES'
group, and when a very faﬁ_minutas'later SCHWARTZWALHER start-
ed moving north along the'hedgerow; he had already deocided
that‘he would go to AMFREVILLE via the orchard where TIMMES
we.g in_diffioulty. Further weakening.the bridgehead, mbst of
the men 6f'508th.Who had been stahding by‘LEVY picked up and

*SCHWARTZ/AIDER'S reactions are set down a8 he reported
them to the HO. At the time of the interview, he hed no ides

© OoF the full conseguences of hig aotion at the Bridge and his

testimony was given fully end freely. WISKER was the witness
8% t0 how DICKERSON happened to make his move. KORMYILO told

of 1EVY'S oourse of aotion. MARR and MATTINGLY told about the

Crogsing. GAVIN'S cheek on his own schedule placed him at .
CHEF DU PONT. o o |
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went with SCHWARTZWALDER'-in-fact enly two 508 officers and
8 enlisted men remainsg behind in the immedimte vieinity of,
the chureh, The ethererigured that the show was over at this

point; so0 they moved on, leeklng for another right-

The tag-end filas of SCHNARTZWALHER'S oolumn bad scarcely dis~

appeared beyond the first’ hedgerew when KORMYLO'S attention
was drawn in the opposite direction. At first he could hear

enly rifle fire, as if at a conelderable dietance- it was

jolned very quiekly by the steady rat-tat- -tat of machine gun = A

fire though he could not be sure that theee wers German gune.
Then rether indietlnctlJ he could hear tanks cemlng toward
him and he knew that thege rumblings were from west of the

River.

Suddenly, opposite’ hlm, & German amhulance bobbed eut of the

trail which ran south along the River" and turned Wwest inte

the read leading to AMFREVILLE. The ambulange etopped for a ,
Second; a German weved a Red Greee flag from.the door. Before fjh

'anyene thought to do anythlng, the ambulenee was on its way

again ang epeedinb down the road; but the German had had time
to see that there wers Amerioene on the west bank of the MER-
DERET and cevering the bridge, | |

. Within th*ee minutes, 8 ehell 1ended on the intereectien we st

of the Causeway and wae fellewed -after an. interval by reur

~or flve othere. The shells then eeerched nerthwerd eleng the
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River hedgerow, ang SCH.’JARTZWAL].‘IER feallng them singeing his
tail but not knowing the fyll Infereonces of the bulld=-up,
urged his men to move along faster, They went on the double
‘untll they got to the sixth hedgerow north of‘ths ¢hurch,
Still, some of the men oust have guessed what was happening
behind them. Days later, MARR remembered that ﬁuring a momen-
tary pause in the snootlng he had heard the men pa581ng

around the word: "Tankeg!" He Bcarcely believed it at the
time, |

SGHWARTZWALDER prossed on; he wanted to talk to. TTMMES and
find out if he néaded help; end he algo wanted TIMMES' sdvice
about whether he shoulgd strike for AMFRE?ILLE 80 thinking,

he unwittingly led his own men into ground where a force egual
to their own had remained. immobile for hours bscauge of fire

Trom north and west of. tham. Thereby they were wasted Jjoin~
ing TIMMES SCHITARTZWALDER and hig men contrived only to share
thelr immobility during the next 48 hours,

Back at the church 1EVY, KORMYLO, the two 508 officers and
8 enlisted men* built up & line inside the hsdgerow and para—
lelling the main road, The bazooka hag daparted with the
group which moved north to tha orchard Tha machine gun was
80 plaoced that it covered a line runnlng across the regr or
the chureh, The riflenmen wera spread out at intervals of

*There Wore a fow other men from 508 to south of the road
though IEVY'S man did not Know It at the tlme.
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10 to 13 yards, the officers tal:ing their plaoe in 1ine as

rifl emen,

The Se things done, they looked to the south and westward

and  mwaited the QIemy .
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TI-]E'.'ONE-‘SQUAD STAND
But IEVY couldn't stay quiet. He to1g KORMYLO and an un-.
1dentified private (He wae a stranger to IEVY and KORMYLO,
and bscause he became KTA: during the afternoon and was lost
to the detail, KﬂRMYLO Never learned his name) to follow hin
and then he moved out aleng the hedgeraw extending to-their
own right flank. A very narrow sunken lane ocutsg through 1nt0 |
the side road at g rlght angle behind the church, LEVY made o
for the spot where the hedgerow beunding the main road and “4f3§
the hedgerow bounding the lane came together-—gbout 200 yarde

'beyond the ochureh, Thig was within etone'e-threw of the south=-

ward-leading road along which he thoughbthe Germans were oom-
ing. e said to KORMYTLO: "We may be gble to ewing around -
their left ang get in a few licks before they know what ‘hasg
hit them.» Until now he had seep no enemy and he had ne 1dea
whether they wers coming forward deployed or in ¢olumn,

Just ehort of the main read there 18 8 shallcw but heeV1ly-
ecreened bay in the hedgerow borderlng the lans. Here LEVY
walted KORMYLO and the prlvate were told to ge on; he seid
he would gover their line of retreat The palr elipped quiet«
1y along the hedge untll only a stride or two eeperated them

frem the open read. The enemy tanks were making a elatter-

new KORMYLO could ses their turrete ee they came on into ‘the
1ntereection, and at that pelnt he ceuld gee eleo a, group of

snemy riflemen cmmine obliquely acreee his front from the 1eft.
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The tanks were moving in about the game dlrection but were
ineide the line or riflemen, KDRMYLO and the private fired

. few guick rounde with their rifles, and without etopping
to see the effect, they ran back down the lane as fast as
they could go, They passed LEVY and he yelled: "Go on!" But
he did not follow, They jumped in the ditch and continued to
Tun, thinking the Germans were right behind them, But the |
enemy had stopped to get up a machine gun right at the turn
of the hedge where the 1ane met the road. The embankment

covered the Germans so that the orew . bandling the machine gun -

inside tne ohurchyard did not even see them. However they
were withln 10 yards of where IEVY waited in the bay of the
hedgerow., He ocould hear them - talking exoitedly as they set

up the gun, So he took out a grenade pulled the Pln:'GOunted':f

three gnd gave it g 1ittle toes.' It exploded between the two

Gormans and wounded both: LEVY took a few quick steps and die~,

Patoched them with hig rifle. Then he came runnlng beck KOR~
NHID and the private. had halted eome distance down the lane
realizing on ssocond thought that they had better stand to

cover IEVY, Ho wasm helmetleee .and was 1augh1ng like med when

he reaehed then., FORMYLO remembered then that he had neard

8 second grenade go orf he knew it was LEVY'S nabit to 1augh
harg when the heat was on and he took 1t though notning wae
said, that the second grenada had almost got LEVY . * |

*The deseription in detail is KDRMYLO'S. The HO chacked
over the ground and. found enough to wholly oonflrm_most of -




The tanka were already up and shelling the churoh and a few

of the American rlflemen ‘had pulled baok from the position.

The German infantry -had nlosed right up on the slde road next

the church and the half dogen men remaining om the Americen

line were fighting it out with them through the hadgerow.

The forces were not 10 yards apart; yst neither could see the

other very well because of the hedge. ‘They were throwing

grenades at one another and although the Americans were hold-

~ing their own for the moment, 1t was perfectly clear from the

way the enemy humbers were building up that the pesition could

not be held, KORMYLO sew & German ocome up over the hedgerow

embankment; at a range of two feet, he emptied his carbine

into him and shattered the top of his skull. By this time,

IRVY hed disappeared, LDRMYLO thought he hed pulled out but

in fact he had only moved down the hadgerow to try anﬂ get

within grenade distance of the tanks, KORMYLD looked around

and saw only ons other Amarican‘still stending at the hedge-

row line; he yelled to him: "Come on, let's goin and they

deshad for the rear of. tna church,

Farlier in ﬁhe game, FPVT OREIN STEWART“had'been sent weil'over'

to the right of the position to sovér the bazooka man. When
the bazooka man pulled out to go with SGHWARTZWALDER, BTEWART

thess detaila that iq, there wae physical evidance that an
aotion of this kind had teken place, KORMYLO sald of IEVY

(who was KTA and therefore could not be inﬁerviewéd)
the. bravest man I have even Been in battle." :
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stayed. He was there when the tanks came along. At the fork
of the road, the lead tank waa bit straight on by a rocket -
and knocked out; the ‘source of the rocket was a mystery: there
was no one in ths position armed with g bazooka the men fig-
- ured out later that a bazooka nan, working alona must. have
been in hiding somewhere %o south of the main road. A sharp
v_olley Of rifle fire broke out all along the ensmy line as
the tank went dead. Then two Rénault tanks came alongside
the damaged tank and tried to pass it, headed for the brigdge. |
Being all alone, STEWART 4idn't see how he could stop them. ﬁ\
Unexpected help arrived-g Tirst sergeant and a private whom
he had never geen before (still unidentified] cams crawling
along the same ditch where he 1ay hidden. Both carried gam-
hon grenades; STEWART had a BAR and several gammon gre-
bades. STEWART passed them his grenasdes and stood ready to
¢over them as they threw, The hedge gave them partial caver;:‘.
the tanks came on past them, moving slawly, the two grenadiars |
' 8tood and threw all of. their gammons at. the matal. There were
saveral explosions, very olose togsther. "The tanks.rolléd'oh_ ;7""
a few‘yards and Btopped—~disabled. The crews_trisd to clear
oub; as the Pirst two men jumpéd down, :the first sérgeant'got
them both with 8 fragmentation grenade STEMART ghot the third .;'
'man &8 he ren; the seoond crew quecked back into the tank. At ,;
that moment a medium German tank moved up to the. road fork,
trailed by a large group of infantry. STEWART’and his oom= 4
paniona didn't washe a seoond glance on them thair grenades _-ai-,J

were gone' they get up from their ditch and atarted moving




back along the hedgérows ieading'north.*

Back of the church, IEVY and the others joined them. This

A__‘_,_‘..
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was the lest of the actioq for the squad. They got out in
%i_ pretty good order, carrying their machine gun and staying
b collected as they moved along the hedgerows until they re-

Joined TIMMES' foroe._

i
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E R Y

In'lo:minutes, or perhaeps 1% minutes at meogt, the whole sit-
uation had becors reversed and LEvY‘S men hadn't been ablé to
holdltheir ground long enough to gee the first hard penalty
exaoted - Company B of 508th had been comlns across the Cause=-
way, getting up there, oy 80 they thought, to Bupport SCHWARTZ—
WALDER'S bid for the bridgehead. The Germans swept past the
church Just after the middle ofgtheir column reached the west-.
ern end of the Caussway, The blaﬁ caught ﬁhﬂm unaware; the
Germans fire made it 1mp0351ble Tor them to- turn back the way
they had some, The flrst of their humber had only managed

t0 oross the Causeway and start a. deployment to south of the
main road; they were just beginning to dig in when the blcw
-fell. Those who followeﬁ had no ohoice but to flae for safety
' the best way they oould, for there was no possihility of a de~
ployment along the narrow Gauseway or of maintainlng the ad-
vanca. The fire caming down the twistlng road interdlotad any
mdvemant to the right. Thay broke to the left and.tried to

*Witnesses were KﬁRMYLO STEWART and PVT OWEN L GARLING-
;_HOUSE who saw this aation.‘
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~ work or swim thelr way back through the swamp and the:rivera
But that hard choice cost them dear. The Germans were deploy-
ed along the western shore before any of the Company B men

| had mansged to wade very far throuén the walst-deep water and
‘the uneven ground and rushes @f the marsh, Some of ﬁhem.wera
shot down; and some of them died from drowning with;n aight
of their comrades on the east bahk. .These'werefthé troops
which CAPT DOLAN'S men saw shot while they were floundering

through the swamp, and mistakenly aséume'd were paretroopers ' ’ﬁ

who had dropped on the west bank and were merely moving-to an
assembly; DOLAN and his men did not'know that there had been

an advance across the Causeway.*

*Some of the testimony with respect to the Company B men o
comes from COL LINDQUIST. WISNER, KORMYLC and some of the o
others remembered the departure of SCHWARTZWAIDER'S company . -
and the repulse of Company B ag closely joined; separated, in
fact, by only a few minutes. LINDQUIST thought the Company B -
group was well across and had been on the west bank for an
interval before the collision occurred. The force described
88 "Company BY Ingluded some-Division artillerymen and men L
from Regimental Headquarters, according to LINDRUIST~—in all, oy
about 40 men, LINDQUIST, who wad senior officer at the bridge =
position all morning though he had not been formally plaged .
in charge of the operation or of the foroce (in fact, he had -
not seen or talked to GAVIN) issued the order for the Cause-
waey crossing at the same time that he had issued orders for: |
the establishing of his own CP to rear of the LERCUEX farm- o
houses at MANOIR DK L4 FIERE. He knew that SCHVARTZWALDER in- = |
tended to go on from CAUQUIGNY to TIMMES' position. "He was - Ny
hell bent for it and could talk of nothing else but making that 3
move, " LINDQUIST sgid,. Accordingly, he followed with the first =
of the troops in the wake of SCHWARTZWALDER'S column, purpos- - .|
‘lng to make a quick reconnaissance of the g8ituation west of 0
the bridge. But he was on the west bank for only e brief C
interval and then shuttled bmock to see how the esteblishment - |
of the CP was coming along, Right after he returned to the
east bank, the German tanks reached the west bank, :
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When IEVY'S group clogsed on the orch&rd there were sltogether

121 men and 21 officers under COL TTMMES® command. But the
snlargement of the force in ne w1sa 1mproved TIVMMES ' position;
'Although the force was hnever chearged by the German infantry
(in fact, 1t sew almost nothing of the enemy) the pressure

of the enamy fire Intensified repidly after SCHWARTZWALHER'S

arrival. The orchard recelved rifle Pire from all around the

perimeter except on the MERDERET side and there were bamds of

automatiec fire from the westward which covered the marshes
and fooused toward the road running‘east through tpe.orghard,'

During the next two days, Whila remalning on this ground, 25

percent of TIMMES' men benama casualtlies with disabllng wounds-

the 1ight1y wounﬂed were not counted.

" On B ni@ht, however, after the bridgehead had been won for a'_ﬂ

fateful few minuteg and then lost, LEVY énd RDRMYLD-Gnmpade

experienoes. They agreed that irf they had had one oompény :
Present around the church. they could have beaten beck the

Garman attack and held the bridgehead. ;Bﬁt this was only -

canectura.*

The gradual envelopment of TIMMES® position was of course'the -

natural oomplement of the German ¢ounter-attack against the
LA, FTERE bridgehead. The cnemy knew that the underuwater road
running Just south of the GREY GASTIE and connacting the

*From.KDRMYIO;
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to thelr genersl positlon west of the MERDERET. When they

stormed back to seize the LA FIERE causeway, they had no-

intention op leaving the back door open. S0 a part of the

force continued north to cover the ford; in so doing, they

°0lllded with TIMMES' people holding the orohard just to soush .

of the ford, That Produced = deadl&ek. The Germans oouldn't

get to the ford, nor could TIMMES they cculdn't afford to

pull back and leave him and he couldn't afford to break out. _
That was the way the situation remained for the next several ".fﬁx

days, while TIMMES was out of radio communloation with all
3 : other elaments of the Division. The men in the orchard had
. retrieved the 57 AT gun during the afterncon, It was set up
%f;” 80 28 to cover in the direction of the ford. In additlon,

two ‘machineg guns were covering to the north and two to the

south, Three 60 mm mortars ware put in position at the south
and of the orchard and two bazookas were put on the same gide
a8 the o7 AT gun.' In men and weapons, the perimater was _-' ’gs
waeighted heavily on its western and northern sides and there':.
was almost no strength along the marsh, The group contlnued
to patrol to the northward they could hear 8 great deal of -
riring out there and they thought they might be abla ta 1ink
up with othsr friendly forces,

¥

But it wag a vain hopé' thef were to remain tnere until the

arrival of & relieving column *

* From the second‘TIMMES"interview; |

-5l -




VAT CHEF DU PONT

- The morning movement against CHEF DU PONT had taken place

in gbout this manner:

LT COL ARTHUR MAT.ONEY and a pafty_of about 75 men had been
detached from the LA FIERE sction and sent on g wide flanking
movement around.to the. east and south to see if a crossing |
'through the marsh could be founq somewhere to the eastward
of CHEF DU PONT. Within a few minutes after this group moved

out, word came to GEN GAVIN that the main crossing southwest

of GHEF DU PONT was undefended. GAVIN'himself then went on

with 1T COL EDWIKN J. OSTBERG ghad ﬁnother 75 men to seize-tﬁie'

opening. OSTHERG took off directly duwn the railroad and
beat MALONEY'S party to- the cbjectlve. The vlllage of CHEF -

_DU PONT was lightly held hy enemy forees but they were qulck—

ly driven out; they retired via the Oausaway.' There were
dug~in positions along 1ts embankments and in self -protecticn

(since the Gauseway wa g wholly exposed) ths eneny soldiers

dropped into these fire plts as they rell hack. The Americans
were presaing close behind them and had the Germans not g0t

to grcund thay would have had to maka a. run along the Gauseway

for at least 300 yards in the open.

~The Oauseway, like most others in this section of France, is

a dike-lika garth embankment raised about six feet ‘above the
level of- the marsh. A@proximately 100 yards beyond tha east

A,



. bim, not seeing olearly what the man intended “ghot him down . i

Obtrudes above the level of the roed. Those of the anpemy

‘along the solig ground., The.bridge howevér, obatrusted the

end of the Causeway, the arched bridge across the MERDERET

who had taken cover in the foxholas to esast of the bridge

could be shot from the positions where OSTRERG'S men deplOYBd-

view of the road beyond and the Germans who had gone to

ground there were immuna to smell arma fire.

The Germans appeared hesitant and reluctant to fire. One
soldler arocse from his foxhole with hands raised,.in the act="ﬁiﬁ‘

of surrender. A paratrooper who was within a fow feet of

in clear view of the others. Right after that ancther Ger-
man got up frdm a foxhele with his haﬁds raised. HB; too,
was killed. in this case there seemed. to be no reasonable
excuse for the actiou;-it was the waﬁton act of a trigger— )
happy soldier. In that moment, the action thus took & des- ° ;
perate pitch and fhe circumstances permitted no ahange unti1 : gi;

the lagt man was dome for on one side or the other., The.:

Germans saw that they could neither get_&way nor surrender

end they aprarently decided to sta& their ground and sell _
their lives as dearly'as_possiﬁle. Whether:it would'havé been fi
possible to have parleyed with the enemy and oither obtein a f
surrender or permit them to retire across the Causeway t0 the
southwestward 1in return for mr:ﬁi-tting the Amer'ims to _;i_o'g-.“_ |
sesa the bridga; at lemst this chance rédadfwith,therkirliﬁgf rj'
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of the tWo men who tried to surrender;

flra and QSTEERG pitched over 1nto the marsh with aevaral

bullets in hlm, a number of other men were hit,

further losses, When tha charge was turned baok tho\two : o
forces continued to angaPo with fira. The Amarioana closed ffhf
up pit by »nit to the oast sida of the bridgo taklng over |

the holes where the anamy had bean killad. The tlma came
when only the wadge of tho bridgo Separated the closaat ala-,;_a}{
ments on the two aldas' they oarrled on a granado dual intar~_-;.aé

Sperssd with rifle fira supported by maohlne guns and tommy

enemy. The targots in thla kind of warfare were fleeting
and unsatisfactory. A paratoopar would 11ft his hoad with
tho ides of taking aim, and if a Gorman happenod to havo a
baad on that particular foxholo at that momant ha was dead
before he oould firo. The skirmish wora on in thaae terma

-until about 1700.

north by GEN GAVIN. (Tho reasons for this call are axplalnad

, *Thia waa tho view takan by Pive. ofricara and 11 man who
- had been with the Amorioan partyo'-' | ‘

OSTEERG at some time in the morning trled to rush tha bridge

- with & group of his men. The ruah.was mat by maohina gun

MALONEY’and
- his group joined tha force. They organlzad another oharga

" which was stopped with granade fire snd the inourring orf

‘guns on the one aida and by Sohmaisaara in ‘the hands of tha

'At that time MALOI'IEY and all but 3# of tho ‘men. ware oalled R

[RUR. S H
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~in a subsequent ehapter ) Within a feW'minutee thereafter,-

thﬁ sllefly brought up an artillery pisce on the west bank and

shelled the American poeitlon--lh of the 3# men were either
killed or wounded by the ehellfire. At the same time, CAPT
ROY E GRErK who had taken over cemmand when MALONEY left,

saw that a German foot force of approximately 75 men was mov -~ E
ing up on his left. rear and deploying in and around a srouP ;7::

of farm buildings; this group had apparently held ground on .

the American regr throughout the day, bidlng an opportunlty

which arrived with the withdrawal op MALONEY'S‘men. It looked ’

to CREEK as if he was about to be cruehed between the artlllery{ '

‘pounding his front and tha infantry moving across. hlB rear.'

Before the enemy could bring Off the ooup, however these

things happened-—a staff officer (unldentified) from Divielon

arrived on the ground, eized up the situatlon end g0t out

ageln and an American gllder carrying a 57 mm AT gun‘wlth am—  §

| CREEK'S men turned the gun on the German artlllery pleee and er

quickly eilenced it; they then fired in the other dlrectlon
againet the infantrj,'which promptly reooiled. - Before they

could organize again, the staff offioer returned with a 1arge

‘oontingent of men, Thorson the German infaﬂtTY=Withdr€W-fromzié-%ff

CREEX'S rear,

'it was-drawing onetoﬁards dark. GREEE haﬂ no intention of B

shoving on acrose ‘the bridge. But in the procele of recon4 jffﬁ

| noitering to make hie poeition more snug for the night he ijj;f
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found a new fire position off on tbe'right flank along the  e
river embankment from where he could get direct fire into‘the},Q'fi

- German positions beyond'the bridge.*-ThisLadvantage quickly:f . :

swung the balance in his favor. Such Germans as atill:sur4_ 7
vived on the far side of'thé_bridgeawera\pinked off one by
one untll the last three men arose and‘fled}- CREFK then

pushed a platoon across the bridge and SGburéd the ground'onﬂ¥i"5'

the far slde without further opp031tlon. This meant however, jf

that he was Just holdlng one end of the Gauseway with about

600 yards of marsh intarvening between hlm.and ‘the solid

ground

CREEK'S men counted 40 corpses scattored around the German |

fDIhOlEiS and gun pits. 4.]16 .A.rﬁ.al‘lca.ll f‘orce had paid for this

amall victory with ll dead and 23 woundad.

*In OREZK'S comment on his own- situatian he drew the mora1_55{
that all day long he had been engaged in a close-up and bitterl“

fight sgainst the enemy when if he had taken en ell-around

view of the situation, he might have made these same dispo-‘f”l

sitions earlier. It was the arrival of resnforcements wnich
first made him sese that the thlng to do wes to thoroughIF
organlze the position. : _

N,




. Causeway-—the advance of SCHWARTZWALDER'S column, the German & & .

been able to bring any,austainad;flre.to bear on,tnatiexit,a

ATTACK ON THE EAST BANK

All that had happened'sihce noontiﬁa'éround the LA FIERE:'

onslaught, the stand bY;IEVY"B:Pﬁtfol~—was unknown, curiously‘t ?-tf
enough, to the troops closest to the scene, Qver on the rlght
flank of the American position on the east bank, CAPT DDLAN |
end the men of GCompany A 505th Regiment, carried on almost

unaware that there were any friendly troops in their vicinity;ﬁ7”*’?

or thet there had been any radical éhanges in the situatidn;_Vt“f'
The foregrmund of tneir parsonal combat S0 monopolized their‘ﬂ'

thoughts and observatlon that they soaroely lookad beyond the{;;ff o

bulldinga to the River. Men knew only so much of the battle ;gffijf
as ocame before thelr qaze and thinking thamuelves unnelped

and unsupported, they were oppreased by e terrlbla senge of

lonellneas.*

The enemy fire began to fall away and et last they felt '—tne:t-;i}i’

selves free on their 1ocal ground of the presence of the enamy. _

Yet when this happened, they did. not attribute 1t. to th.e pos-'-ra.-‘

sibllity thet the Germans had succumbed to blows From other L
824 elsments olose at hand. They thought—quite mistakenly-—-""

that the aneny had withdrawn across tne River. They had not?

*This was their tastimony._ Mbst of them had no idea that
there were other American troops anywhere in the vieinity., = =
They 414 not know until they were intarviewed that. otners were =
also putting pressure on the Oauseway... PR IER
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thereby blocking it; in faet, they could only catoh an oo-
cagional glimpse of'it from among, thaVbuildings. It never
oceourred to them that where they had failed some othor unio
may ‘have succeeded. They did not know about LIPDQJiST'S ad- |
~ vance. They did not know that‘SGFWARTZHALHER had been thsre'
~and so they were not prepared to m153 him'wnen ho pulled out.-‘szw;
When the enemy fire ceaoed they moved into tno grounﬂ whioh o
SCHVARTZWALDER and his men had regemtly held, gtill without
;f | sugpecting that they wore, 1n tnis gense, composing a relief. ,
* The move put them‘dlrootly facing the Tiver and-covering the, '¥1.E
bridge and Causeway on its éastern'end with their foroa raiflﬁ,ff”?
wall distributed to either: flank.. During mid-afternoon the».
Gompany dug in, with Firat Platoon on right of tne road along
the river, Third Platoon ou the left along tns river and |  .
Second Flatoon on the high hround to tha roar at ths turn of ;“i
the main road. ‘There was periodic mortar and artillery flre
upon the position throughout the arternoon, and also somo -

. machine gun fire, However, ‘this 31gnaled nothing speoial to; ;

- '-.4;,.1:-3-_?,‘,.-‘. e hann e mnn te el e s DR,
£ i N . : . B SRR

DOIAN and his: mern, nor did ‘the fact that thay heard tanhs

; moving ‘around - on tha west bank of the river. Thoy oould not
take ‘these things as. a measure that the anemy was building up
on the opp051ta bank because tney hadn't realized that he

waon’t there in strength in the first place.~

- The east end of tha Causeway was oatching mortar fira whon

the rifleman.moveu,iuto;line, A party of four men moved oit
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- Company A kept dlgging daaper, rigurlng that sooner. or latar

~ gunner, FVT CLARGICE EECKER (later MIA) Tired from the left

the bazook&s cracked down on the tank and their fira mingled

through this fire. to set up a road block beside the bridge.
In the rarty were two bazooka men, PFG JOHN‘D. BOLDERSOH and
VT GORDOH C. PRYME, a guoner, PFG EENOLD PETERSON, and his
asgistant, PVT MARCUS. HEIM JR. Thaywwrexaaced in depth
w1th the left bazooka being forward about 25 yards ‘the men
tock over foxholes which had been deserted by the Germans a_' _
short time before under pressure from SCHWARTZWATDER' S campany;f  f€
The yarty carrled four anti tank mines out to the block and |

these were put in poaition across the roadway of the brldge,'; e
an old trucﬁ was also dragged out from the east bank and put T'Jgakj
on the bridge broadqide as a partial barricade; tn- truck

‘helped shield ths bazocka men: it was curlou- that ultlmataly

both obsbdclea did their work thmugh they reacted adversely '

on the wrong force.*

Duningftne afternéon'there Was~no respité from“fire'and'

the counter- attack would come., The hour was perhaps 1730 when _
the. enemy armor came across the Causeway~—two tanks mov1ng in Uy“
front of a body of infantry. The £irst tank got righ$ up to

the,mines. The tank commander stood in his turret A mﬂchine:.
Tlenk of the Gcmpany-pésition and killed hlm. Slmultaneously*”

with that cf the 57 n gun, firing frcm the hlll.:

) =*Tl'.1_'i,'sf happ.e-neﬁ on -_t.héi-;feu#:t'h .dﬁ'x-'-i] o
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The bazooka men held their fdfe:dntil'ths-iaot minuto; not

_ through hardihood alona but because the tree. foliaga at the

bend of the Gauseway kept them from getting any. olear view

¢of the onoomlng ¢olumn, Now they fired quickly and hoth of

them.got off four rounds as the enomy armor bore down on themq,;]d::
‘when the first rocket exploded, the lead tank stopped and |

_began firing its cannon. Its first shell.snappaa a concrete SR

telephone pole next to EETERSON bofore the tank oould fire

again, it was set ablaze and disabled by the IOerts.‘ A

second tank SWung out and around the burnlng vehiola and th@n.*ﬁﬁii

turned sharply leftward as 1f trylng to ride out into tho B
marsh.  PETERSON, the gunner grabbed a hazooka and ran for-':

ward ebout 20 feet 50 as Yo get beyond the treos which were d.‘_:;{

screening the tank, He fired four rookets dt tno turret.
They had no apparent offeot. The tank's artillsry began to
swing around toward hlm and he thought thoy would try to pot—_-

shot him with the cannon.. Then e fired e.gain and made a fair
hit whers the turzet Joins the body. His next rooket hit the f‘i\

tank's track; he ran forward a fow-feet and” firod agaln, aim—l_;ﬁ‘f

ing at and hlttlng ‘the tank's raar.‘ TPe tank tried o back.:

out into the road agaln but its motor was m;saing badly and'.f3'fff
the track was foulad.. Before it oould move mors than a few'f‘"f~57

feet, FETERSON got ano‘bher rocket into it and the tan]c went:

up in fldmos, inoineratiog tha.orow, That ended tho armorod
advance,* SRR |

. *A11 four men were present ‘for the inmterrogation. AL had




- fThe witnese 16 Y. LOUIS ITROURT, the resident at the MANOIR.

ii ed and no Germans were used to ploket tie Causewey. (15 Germans

During the closs-ur. fight atb thﬁ\bridée; Comjan& A‘é‘ﬁeniin “

f¢ the main liue of five along the embankment had been coneen- vch
tratlng on the German Lnfauury'whlch had o ome along’ behind i

' the tanks., rrom,their dug-in positiens the guns were.able_t02  f:
put a grazing fire on the bridﬂe and Causeway. The resulﬁ '._

was "llke mowing hay." The leading files fell in th31r tracks:]:
along the Ceuseway embenkment; those still heyond the bexd in

N T T iyt BN AR O et P e Dy, T e s

e ‘the Causeway managed Lo wlthdraw to tna V1clnity of the ohurch._-,fg
m 'The 1nfan'trv did IlD't t*\? aga_‘*n tO fQTL.rG the LA. FER].‘!- CI'OSEing :
¥ om0 e A

The impect of the a+tﬂck 'qowewp¢, coup¢ed with the stepping—'~f}§ﬂ€
up of the zunfire I iTomn the west ban effeoted th e whols sit—; ;f4ﬂ
uation-élong the river. F:H GATIH dvrina his brief raoonnalsmlﬁ
sance at 1A TIuRE 0 the morning, had bcbn 1mprasaed with tha
desultory oharacter of the rgsigtance. The sounds of the 5

fi°h+ did not spell real streegth to him. . In that asaum@tion;.ai

he was perfcctly correct despite tne oons;derable Amerlcan
, lOﬂqBB,'eSPGGidllY in Gom;any A, there wore no* many more tnanif

30 Germans Qs;endinc lA FLHRE * Aq *L_seemﬁd iikely that the

been given the DSO. The natailed ﬂuoly, howeve*, maﬂe it clear:
- that PETERSGC: had bebn the malas riug of tde-whole actlon and: .
that his inltiative nad stonped the- £TROT.

DE- LA FIORE, the farm along the Rlver 1A% IEROUEX, who witnes-
- ged these events, corroborated hils statawants..ﬂb said that.
prior to 2300 on 5 June, 194k, the farm had nover been garrison»

hed guarded the railwaey nrcssing nzar the farm for 1> days prl‘ﬁﬁ
“to 6-June.) At that hour, 25-30 German infantry ceme to his. -

home , got him. out of bed and told him that tney were sattlng ﬁp

R S




pbsition would.sooh be brought under control, GAVIN had gone
on down to CHEF DU PONT. He.remained at that danger point

until well into the aftermocon, and as the situation seemed

to be turning in favor of the attackers, he then returned to -

1A FIERE&. .There, it was of course Impossible to give him-an

‘accurate brisfing on the éﬁents of the day. The commanders

on the east bank 414 not know for certain what had happened - -

to SCHWVARTZWAIDER'S column nor were they aware of how the Ger- .

mans had gotten back into CAUQUIGNY. But what took GAVIN'S

immediate attention_was-the intensity of the German mortar

and high velocity artillery'firé now falling into the 14 FIEHE  
posltion, He had expected to find the bridge cooled off; in-

stead; his appraisal told hii-that tne real fight was in the
making. Too, he could not help but be impressed by the way

casualties were piling up; he had lost a number of offisers.

IT DOLAN hed been commanding the First Batbtelion (such of it

as wasg present) for five hours. EKELLAM was dead. The Exec-  ; 

utive, AT MG qINITY, who had been present when GAVIN left 5
for CHEF DU PONT, had been killed during this absence. So

had the 8-3, and 4 or 5 other officers. Finally, LT COL MARK
ALEXANIBR of 505th had come into the position and had teken .

oommand of the Battaellon.

a defensive position around the farm. They were there next S

morning when the Awmerlecan attack began; they were not: re-
enforoed; LEROUEXwas certain that no Germans came from west
of the River that morning.: However, after the two forces be-

came fully engaged, IEROUEX, his wife and their three‘daughtars.?f‘,

retired to the basement.
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GAVIN sent an officer courier to LT GOL MALOMJ:Y at CHEF DU ' ’_.__.-:;:-;

- uatlon. ‘The failure to get a.ny contact with other elem@nts

1.
4
b
&
¥
£

The German reaction -aommeato- build in strength, cuminat'-;'_-_

ing (as elready related) in the attempt to foree the Gauseway -_'f';‘é;

- of lanrl overlooking the brldp:e was hecoming untenable because

| -Thesa thinrrs aouplecl with- tne lack of medical care and a o

PONT. He was told to leave about one platoon of men there
with two machlne guns. Thn frest of the force waa to mnvs to

LA FIERE at once. If the I‘orce staylng at GHEF DU FONT ..ahould

_be Toreced out of the position, it was to fall back on LA FI.ERE.

GAVIN moved hlS own CP to tne rallroad over-pass behind LA.
FIERE. On a call frop GAJII\T GJ:.N RIDG‘rWAY Came on down to the

over-pass and the two Gommanders dlscussed the general git-

of the invasion and the continul.ng black:out of information as'_"‘"i
to how the seaborna landlng;s were proceedlng were becoming of
aravest concern to the Division com_mandar and were pressing

on every declsion relative to the local situation,

with armor. What had happened t0 the. fm:'oe holding the bridﬂ-e
(Company A) oould mot be seen clearly to rearward, By error, l o

word reachad the Battallon Gonmander that enemy g.nfantrsr nad

made a lodgement in the American positlon- on the. aast-banlc - -'

while the armor wag be:ng turnsd baclc- I‘:rom Battal:l.on this

word was Ixassad- back to GIN GAVIN, and the Battalion Gommander
added his estimate that the pos:.tion of Gompany A, on - the nose

" of the intunsity of ‘the. Gorman artlllery and Sm&ll arms fire.

rapldly dwindling amanition supply, seemed to Pllt thﬂ “C‘F‘ltion g ;




Ain full _jeo_‘pf':_;'-dy.

-gupport on that '-“Ja*ll*.:.. °cme tlme &fter mid—afternoon MAT

- German araoor triod to ccme aCI‘OB.J tna bric‘lne. KZE.LLAM who b.ad

taken over LIUD”UI‘BT“_‘ g,round to lert of tns brnu.dge was- al-

A SN

COL LINDGQUIGY'S force—or that part of it which remained on
the east bank after the failure ..tro -é.onsblidate the bridge-
head—hed made several moveé-dui-'i-ng this time. Through the
events of sarly dfternoon, its fI‘d.GtiOI.lS had remained dug-in - o
on the ground over to left of the bridge although tha men .

of Compsuy A, 505, refla.hned unaware tnat thare was any real

KTLLAM had arrived mitn ‘the ramalnder :::f First Battallon 505, q

prov::.&mz additlional curuor’f fov the c;.ose-up position. After

GAVIN h=d *“_leeﬁl with RITG “’; e tolﬂ IITDQ,UIUT of the Com—"

mandts wo_rr,zr over the ;a:lure to hear Jmm +he seaborne force'
it might meun t..;,J.J 40 whole Divi sﬂon wauld have to fall baclc
on STE M IEZ“;, and in th,e.-LJ even 6 it wovld be LII‘IDQUIST'S |
tasl’ to comr tae wltqdraw ol the force dlong the LERDERET. L
Acoordingly, J,.I,;"D I.TIM moved ulS ‘men 1nto a ress rve positlon B
along the *‘.ira hndﬁarow west of the rallroad line and 1ns;1.da

the "y" forr;ed by tha two nlgh‘vavs- tnef weare 'bhere when the

ready oub of ity & mor ar burst hit h.im a.‘l.m-st as soon as he

had made the ralief e,uc he cl:r.ad w;tnm 8, few minutes.
In ﬁhe interi?ﬁ bf*t‘fhre.an CGL MALOIEY-’ : -'etﬁi-ng"'thef orde’r tbln‘;diré
up I‘rom C*I:F D“U Pom- and tha arr:wal of ‘his column from LA

FI" RE GAVI‘\T ‘WG t fomard along tile road leadlng to the Gauae-—
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.Way' He encou.ntered llttle knots of men movlng back. from the

to take place. The men told him tlmt the AT guns had acted
badly and th.a.t for some reason a number of them had withdrawn

just before the time when they were most needed by the in-"
fantry.* ‘

L GAVIN was still awaiting MATONEY. But he told LINDQUIST to

oy agae .

at the bridge presented an immedlate danc,er, he wasa to move
- hls foree back into line and stabllize it wlthout I'urther B
orders. Going forward, LIIIDQ,UIST ran into & grOUP of 505 men
who were not engaged; thay were bound for the rear; thay were
not panlo‘fy but they were getting out. He collected t-hese |

men and got them started moving toward the river 1.1116, telllng

‘bridge. COing on & 1littls way farthar he found part of a

br:n.c“lge. A8 he saw it, the,,r were of no value to the general

caunse so long as they “emamed there 80 he led them directly

ment

These moves were édmplet,ad Just 'befo:ré_the comingf of the. feréeﬁ.
*LINDQUIST said that he did ot believe moTe. than two of tha

guns did any firing from IA FIERE. He too, felt that the AT

reason for it Was that there wasg . too llttle covar at hand.

make a. quick reconnalasanoe and if he found that ‘bhe situation o 2

the officer in charze to move tham in on the left side of the

group of 507 men in pcsi'tion ahout 7 hedgerows sast of the 3

into the ‘bridage and had thsm gtart digging m along the embank- :;.;_-,

failure was demoralizing to.the infa.néry and that the: probable

hridge as 1f under the 1mpressicn th.at - withdrawal was abcut
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from CHEF DU PONT under GOL MALONEY. These reeni‘ordement‘s' ,'
coupled with GAVIN'S concern for the position alcng the MER- -

DERET,'.prompted one more chénge.' TIINDQUIST'S force took up
a.defensive position just eést of-the‘ railway cut a2d on top o 'j
of the embankment; so situated, it was in better case if the
time came when a withdrawal from the- MERIIE:RET line to STE MERE B

BEGLISE was deemed necessary,n

LT COL MALOMEY hed arrived -wit.'d about 200 men. He was. 'dirécféd— "
to denloy his foree on both sldes of the main road and attack

(wy--_m\»_-\.—-‘;;.‘n_-‘-‘w.»_-.,-_. B T

l-\‘_ L

g through First Battalion, 505th, to re-—es‘bablish the posltion -

overlooking the bridge, this order being based on the ‘as_aum..p—} . e
ticn that the front hed PﬂrtlY-' folded. When this was acc«dniﬁ-—"_“'."--‘=¥-’
" lished, both battalions were then to. hold U.Il'bll further orders:'-’_'-._;,:Q:.-:-"‘
were received. MALONEY was told ‘that as soon as darkness per-
mitted, anti-tank weapons would be ralled into place and dug- :
in where direct fire could be obtalned it was also planneé - -'

F to get more machine guns and bazooms inta the forward ground.,

| 'As the advance proaeeded it quickly beeame apparent that tne
local sn.tuation was not qulte as delperate as had baen imagmeﬂ
and that 1t called f‘or an all-around strengthening of ‘the po-._-‘gj'-\*‘_f
sition rather than a re-establisnins of. the aent.er which was-,.i.:;'j:'.

quite intaot. One fores of 507 men under GAP‘I‘ R. Dy RAE was

dlsposed to north of the brldﬂa along tne river ban.k: taking

*These last two paragraphs from GEN GAVIN. - o




‘to belleve that they were ocarrying the weight of the position

up pOSl'blOIlS aelong the hedgerows elosest to the marsh. Anothef‘
part of MALONEY'S. csolu.mn was disposad to south of the Gauseway
along the river bank. But again these rseni’orcements aid _
not move through Company A, 505th, nor meke their physical T

pressure directly felt, and the men in the center continued

almost exclusively on their own shoulders.*

Throughout the hours of darkness tanks q‘oﬁld be heard milling .
about on the opposite bank and enemy soldiers gould be l;e_ai_-di_;'_

~ yelling back and forth. Company A was kept -fully”alerted .- a.nd
the men were told to dig their foxholes deeper. S5ix mc';r'e' uﬁéu -
were wounded during the night by fire from weat of the r:l.ver, :
there was only one rlrst-ald man, PVT KEI.LY BEYERS, to take
care of them' a :t‘lratuaid station had been. establlshed farther
north along the river by 508 but the German fira Kept that *

flank 80 harassed that BEY“RS carried l'IlS wounded out be:,rond
the rallway embankment where GAVIN h,ad set up his GP. His '

txrelessness and oalm courags halped cheer the anta.re Gompany.

For the 507 elements the night was quite uneventful. RAE

checked snd found that - his men wers almost out of ammunltion.

He led a pa,trol to Divismn CP to pi.c}: up a supply but found

that the people tnera ware 111caw-;|.se embarrasaed. It was abou‘bf.

#RAR and his men to0ld of the actual movements of 50'?. G&VIN o
was the witness as to the orders. Company A men made the state-,-,:;;
ments that they did not know of the arrividl of thia support.
. **This was what they said at the cr::,tique--; L
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"daybrealc next mo‘rning when a'nui)p].y ani'iverd.‘ny 'pi'a;ne .-
But the morning brought also another 111 change in Company
A's fortunes., The signs 1ncrsaaed that the eneny was. planning
to hlt GEN RIDGWAY'S force from the north. The 507 forces o
.Supporting Company A on either flan.k were withdrawn and orderad ;
to a position a little to the south of the Division CP. T_her e
101ned LINDQUIST'S force, -He had been called at dawn by GA‘IIN I
and told that 505 was belng hit on the left flank and he Bhould
move east to their support, That put tne brunt of the 1A FIERE@
defense quite squarely up to Company 4 just ms on the day be- |
fore it had carried the burden of tha attack. A few drif'bers
came into the lines from across the marsh during the early -
hourq--—ma:l.nly 507 and 508 men who had failed to make any ag- .
sem‘nly on the opening day and were drawn singly tq the sounds
of the Amerloan fire. They came iu drlppin&‘. wet, and blue
with cold, and. took 'positi'ons among the 205 men. Others falleﬂ
" to make it; the Germans on bhe west bank had them directly 5
undey manhine gun flre and t.hey lcept a spatter of bullats
aoross the surface orf’ t.he marsh. | The Americans droppad thelr |
_equlpment a.nd urlnd to hunch Tow :Ln the muck and reeds as -
they waded toward L. FIERE., But tne fire pickad a number Qf’

them off while Gom;pany'.-A-watnhed. o
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THE BRIDGE HOLDS |

ENZD LT WIILIAM A. QAKIEY had the platocm of Gompany A whieh
coversd the smbankment dlrect-ly to right of the brd.dge.

the right of bis own men were 8 men from the 307th Englneers.

On coming Into the 'position that morning," they' hati been group-_‘_*'::.";-ff

ed with. two machine guns from Headquarters Company of First

Ba,ttallon and deployed out along the main flank from whlch

most of the Causeway's lemgth. The platoon bad very little m

natural cover. There were a few trees -and shrubs in the fora’-'-L""r?__.

ground but the top of the embarknent was quite bare and tne

rrinciple protectlon of macb.lne gunners gnd riflamen were tne

foxholes, The Gompany wes not 'starvad for -ammun:.tion.' A party

‘had gone out the night befmre and had colleated a nu.taber of T

bundles; all hands felt thera would ‘ne enough 1f the enﬂmy

cale on.,

Shorti'y after 0800 mortar fire from t:ha"weat bank B@ga'n td‘
rangze a.long the Gompany line with the worst of it sesmng t-o

7 position the guns could put an acourate fire ‘cross-'-wise overj T

concentrate agalnat OAKLEY'S men. Quickly the eénemy mechine. i

guns ‘joined the action, but the bullet fire did no graat hurt-_'_

as the foxholes were dug, into the lower '_Dart of the face oi‘
the embankment e_nd the suns Wsre bear_in-g: on t.b.a_ .tqp 'Qf_‘l'b.,,_..,_-."_i‘-

QAKIEY began to loss a few "men."'fi-om'the'_ﬂ_br_tair ._fire. o

At 1000 the German a#‘_qaclt pa@a_-dn, f—oui_!. ._Rgznaplﬁ_; t_an'i__cs ‘1‘_a*aa_;ng;"ﬂ;-,‘-._;‘.;.'-f':
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the way. They got no farther then hed the column of the prior

evening. PETERSON and the other three bazooka men met the
attack head on; they were supported by a 57 gu:i firing from
directly above the embankment. It was an almost untenable

place for an anti-tank gun, but no worss than the position

taken over by CPL FELIX FERRAZZI, ome of the machine gunners |

supporting OAKTET!S position. (He was in fact a radio operator,
but finding himself without a radio, he had volunteersd to _f"7 ig
operate the fun.) With his gun, he had to teke position di--

rectly_under the 37 gun so that both weapons could hold a lina"’:
of fire directly on the bridge. The other gunners begged FER-
RAZAI to move; they told him he couldn't possibly take it )
thers. He insisted on stayirz, and though the blast from the ‘7 :
57 shook him terribly; he remsined et his post until his gun
wag knocked out by mortar fire. An e'rlier burst had shnwereld*_‘_'
him with fregments and cut him badly around the head and neck.

But he kept firlng as lons as the gun was operabls,

The enemy armor was stopped at the middle of the oridge. By -
that time the lead tank wus alresdy p'ast the bazooka creW's
original position but FLTEASON and the others had droPPed back
ingide the rifle 1line, Whether from a rocket or one of the 57
shells or both, the first tamc got a dlsabling hit; that piled
up the column. The infantry waich had been coming on behind - |
the tanks was again brousht in check. Now, however, there 'was"".

this difference in the situation: the pile~up of German armor
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- in lntensity with most of it falling among OAKIEY’S'mn; until

and of the burned vehioles which the bazooka men had dragged
ontc the Gauseway to form a pertial barricade gave the enemy
foot troops something to fight behind. They rma'de swift use
of it. The two forces became locked in a sudden death fire
fight from less than 40 yards range, the Germans erouching be~
hind the armor, the Americans making the mosb of their ground

cover. Thereon the mortar fire from “ie west bank doubled

they could scarece ralse their hesds. OAKIEY was hard hit by
one burst and spouted so much blood that _t;iay had to get him

| out in the middle of the fight. SGT WILLIAM D. ovmius took
over the platoon. Otners went out the' way QARIEY had. gone,
the platoon strength dwindlin.g-_at‘ so fagt & rate from the bul-
let and mortar fire that OWENS found it alffioult to know
whether any line remained. 18T SGT ROEERT M. MATTESON, who

was alightly to rear of the rifle line. and was tTying to steer
the wounded back, found them coming on in such numher that he

"felt llke a polioeman directing traffic.!

OWENS stoed tnere, conspicuduely 4in ~he open and not more than

30 yards from the bridge, a quietly impressive figure, Tally- f

ing the men just by the example of hir own steadiness. The

point had come when some such example of personal heroism had

to be set if the L4 FIERE bridge was to be held, The close-up
_ fire from behind the barricade of wrecked armor wrs taking a

terrible toll and the mortars _pound'ed"l:.hé -embapkmaxit.fqnceas- -




ingly. Half of the platoon had ﬁecémé casualties. In
OWENS' own squad only three men Ifamainaé. The remainder

of the Company line wes not in pc;)ai_tion where it could
glve any strong support to the ﬁiatoon's position; the men
continued to fire, but they did so knowing that the issue
wad belng decided on the ground held by OWENS' platoon; |
if the platoon broke, the whole position would go.

The strays who had come inmbto the lize from aoross the river
that morning were the first to get out—not all of tham; but
a few. DMNost of them had been shooked and exhausted by their
experience, and lacking that sense of personal identity with
the unit which is the final stabilizing'forc'e' in moments .
of supreme emergency, they. responded to the instinet for
self-preservation. OWENS was too preoccupled with other
matters to meke any attempt to dissuade them buﬁ .he could
messure the effect on his own men; these small withdrawals
woakenod and worried them, SGT MATTESON saw a lleutenant—
stranger to the Company-—start for ths rear. "I saw & whole
battalion of infantry over thera this morning," sald the
lieutenant, "Wo can't stop then and it's time to get out "
MATTESON ocouldn't tell him to stay. The machine gun am-
munition supply in the front line was now down to one box
ner gun. The guns were kepl going only by the persiatence '
of S SGT EDWIN F, WANCIO (supply sergeant} who kept boring
up to the fire llue from rearward car:cylng enough ammmition

to keep the guns fed. There were no spare barrels for.

| theso guns. ’I‘hey wore kept in such constant uge (tney
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fired epproximately 40 boxes the plepe) that when the gunners
tried to stop fire mnmentarily, the guns kept spitting for
ten or twelve rounds. Two of the guns.in the Company liﬁﬁ
broke down from over~heating; 1T JOHIv OTTO'S men cannibalized

them on the spot and got one gun back into operation,

But the attritioﬁ on men and wéapons finall#‘reaehed the
cracking point. The wounded oprawled on back. More of the -
stTays quit the ground. Half ths strength of the line had ‘
gone and OWENS, standing in the key position; had lost ail" f?\’
Fut 15 men. At last thése fow began to waver, They said'to.
OWENS: "Let's get out. We'd better withdraw." And he replied
to them: "No, we will wait for orders. We haven't been told
to go." Yet he was uncertain of his own decision end he sent
& man over to ask DOLAN’what»hé had bhetter do, Back—tq the
remnant of the platoon came the message. DOLAN had written
-1t out. "I don't know a better place than this to die,n*

_ , : Y
*The most remarkable tribute the AQ heard to any soldier in
the ETQO was paid by Company A to OWEL3, When the Company was
interviewed as & body, all hands said: "The defense was saved
by CWENS. It was his courage and his calmness which made us :
stlek 1t out. TFinally, he carried the load." QWENS is not a
conspicuous looking soldier. He is a man of medium size, rather
reserved and considerably older than the average paratrooper.

In the presence of the whole Company, be said this: "We stuck
because our leaders stuck and we knew they were sticking. CAPT
DOLAN was with us all the time. Such of the younger officers.
as did not get killed mlso went around emcouragin: the men, COL
ALEXANDER kept coming up into the fight., We sgw GEN RIDGWAY up
there and GEN GAVIN, We knew they knew what we were doing and
that they would give us all the help they could. That did more
to give us confidsnce than the power of our weapons,"

‘-'"573"‘% 




It was in these moments and in this\si:iri-t that platoon and
Company met and passed their crisi,s-. - The Germans raised a
Red Cross flag and asked for g half~hour respite to take out
their wounded. Company A was glad to grant the request. It i
gave them a chance to succor their own men and to Tegroup

with what strength they had,

During that helf hour the -Ge-rman_ effort to rg-astablish the

position along the line of the MERDERET River passed' into de-
cline. The anemy infantry §id not oome on again agalnst the ﬁg )
rosition defendlng the bridge and after the first-aid parties
had ocarried out the wounded, thers was no renewal of the olose-

up fight from behind the w_reclced armor.

Sporadio mortar fire continued to fall into qup-é.ny A's ig::"c.und
throughout the remsinder of the day: there were some furthér |
lossea of American péraonne'l. - That evenlng the Company was
relleved by elemﬂnta of the 507 veturning with LINDQUIE.T'S o _
force from the ground to north of STE MEHE EGLISE, the fight m
which they had expectad there had nevar mat-erialized LIND— -
eping his

S MONTE-

QUIST had continued his probing at-tack forward, lc.

right flank within 500 yards and within sight of £
BOURG ‘road, untll he reeched the crossroads ba,vond ST MERE -
EGLISE, But during the entire da,:.r his foroe had - seen and kill- .

ed only one German and 1t was only toward the end of the ad- .

| ‘vanea thet the force. bqgan to d:raw a acattering mort-ar fire, ‘ 1

 he had rePorted these facts to Division by runﬂer and had ©
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- included his aétimate that there was no enemy'strength on his
immediate front; the order to‘withdr&w came in consequence f

~and he led his men back toward the ra.lway line about the 3
time that the river fight cooled off. At no time while his
men were along the railway bank or operating to the east of

it had they drawn sny artillery fire,

Company A formed to move back from the LA FIERE position.

SGT MATTESON looked up and down the 1ine of the Gompany and

then sald to hia‘men: "If pecple don't think that men get
killed in war, they ought to taks a look at this Company,.
They had started withllhT able-bodied men on the day before,
thelr strength was now 66 less, from death or from serious b

wounds.

Of the men standing in front of MATTESQON, 20.ware woaring

bandages or were awaiting medlcal attention. They were the
lightly wounded who had seen tha ahow-through.

_GOL‘LINDQUIST; hié D PLUS OlE day missinn‘having proved a
blank, was orcersd to go to GHEF DU PONT where slements of
507 and 508 were already looated; having success ally engaged
the enemy and defended the bridge position, LINDQUIST we.s tai,
take over from CAPT CHEZK, assemble his Regiment around the.
- CHEF DU PONT bridgehaad'and proceed to bring the'ioqal-sit- e

uation under control.




THE ATTACK THROUGH THE FORD

The existence of the under-water road through the marsh to
South of the GREY CASTLE (forming a possible line of approach
- Trom the railroed to AMFREVILLE) appears not to have been

any clogelr-guarded secreb.

A TFrench girl who lived in a house along the reilroad near
the ford told LT WISNER about it on d.op night and offered
To lead him to it; he didn't take the offar, tried to find

At himself and finallygave it up. His informant, howsver, Ny

was a member of a rather remarkeble family who a_?:.-é worthy of
gome regard by the United States. The nan, his wife 'and thelr
daughter-—fwhom even in the darkness the paratroopers noted
for her lack of charm and commented on it long after—epent
the nisht collecting paratrooners;_going into the marshes for
them in a smell boat and szarching them out among the hedge-
Trows along the embankments. They led them to the railway
traok and then gave them their beai'ings. They were altogether m
tireless in this work and together ‘blley' appear to have been o
esponsible for the orientatlion of the greater part of two
battalioﬁs_. WISKER was only one amocg many who were be-

friendsd,.

St111, WISNER 4id not seem %0 attach any tactical signifioance
to the presence of the ford; though an S-2, he did not meke
the informetion available to all who might malte';,oasiblg 'u'se"
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of 1t. 'The word that the ford was th .rré and that it might
be used for a flank approach sgainst the LA FIBRE bridgehead

became known to the Division under the following cilrcumstances.

On the morning of D PLUS‘E, TDMES continued to be under such
pressure in the orchard that he sent LT MARR out to scout thse
road running east along the north flank of the ‘position seekw
ing a route of withdrawal in case relief did not come to
them. MNARRM knew nothing of the existence of the ford. ‘His
runner, FEI') NORMAN V. CARTER; discoveréc’l iﬁ quite by aoccident
a8 they gtarted walking into the marsh, They continued on i
along 1t, feeling for the edges: the water was olear enough

that they oould see the edge of the road part of the t.ime.-*

Just east of the GRRY CASTIE, they camne under machims gun fire,
but they were moving awey from it and the enemy made no at-
tempt to lollow., At the house by the railroad, MARR met the |
friendly Frenoh family snd they %old him that there wers Ameri-
cans directly to the westward. There was an Amer’ocan radio )
aerial near the house; MARR put an orange flag on 1t and waved |
1t; another orange flag waved back at him'frdm the ground in-
dicated by the Frenchman. The latter got out his boat and
rowed MARR aoross the mersh to the positon of Third Battalion,
*MARR had made one prior attempt to go north around the
marsh; he thought there was a possibility that its northern
termiaus might be somewhere near at hand., Ten men had gone
with him on this occasion and he had besn turned back by ma-
chine gun fire from the area where the most of the American

glliders had landed, northeast of AMFREVILLE. This time he cut
the patrol to one. - L :
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325th Glider Infantry Regimentf The Commander got MARR
started toward Division in a Jeep, but along the road they
met CEN RIDGWAY. MARR explained about the ford and the

General hurried him cn to headquarters to tell the atory
to the gStarfef.

It was on tat basis of this information that the 325th Glider
Infantry caume to'figure in the one futile effort o bring

the LA FIERE brldgehead under control vie the indirect ap-
proech, and having falled in that effqrt, to take it by the

shortest but most desperate courss.

The Regiment had flown into NCRMAMDY on the morning of D PLUS
ONE, and altiough the assémhly wes supposed to be neatly
packaged in a landing Zone a 1ittle to the north of BLOS-
VIILE in actual pérfcrmanne the gliders were soattersd all the
way from the STE MDRE ROLISE-CARENTAN highway eastward to the
Beach. The ground where most of the gliders landed was a
no-man's land; it was supposed to heve been brought undsr
control by that hour throuzh the junc ure of 82d Division
clements movins south from STE LERE EGLISE and the 4th In-
fantry Division moving north. But eneny foroces still held
the ridpes around ECOQUENEAUVILIE and COQUERIE dicectly north
of the landing Zone end separating 325th from contact with
the 505th Reciment at STE MERE EGLISE. - The situation was

- s8lightly embarrassing but not painful as the enemy forces

thus positioned made no offoTt to prese offensive actlon -
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egainst the glider forces while they were still uncollected
and individually unapprised of the existing situation. One
glider had come down far into enemy “erritory; two otﬁérs had
falled to get away from England; 160 men had beaﬁ injured or
killed by glider crackups in landing. Apart from these things;

- the situaticn of the Regiment when it became fully assembled

five hours after the landing were completed was excellent,
both as to the condition of 1ts persdnnel and of .ts fighting
equipment ,* |

The furtherrmovements of the Regiment immediately following
the landing enter only incidentally into‘tne MERDERET oper-—
ation. During its first 24 hours, 325th did & great deal of
marching and maneuvering, none of which had any large influ-
ence on the Divisilon's tactical situation; thoﬁgh gince the
Heginient had fldwn in as Diviaion Reserve; it brightened the

strategle outlook,*¥

On 7 June, late in the day, First Battalion went to LA FIERE A
and was placed in reserve just behind the village, staying
there throughout the next day. When LT MARR reached the Di-
vision GP and told about the ford, GOL HARRY L. IEWIS of 325th
wag there and heard the story. Thereon, ILZWIS was directed
*In the landings 35 men had been killed in the Horsa Gliders
and none in the CGLA's, Thirty-one wers slightly injured in
the Horsas and 26 in the CGLA's., The evacuation of these men
was underway within one hour. : :

**The detalls of this early perlod are to be found in the
file under: "Initlal Operations of 325th Glider Iufaabry."
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by GEN RIDGWAY to take & foroe not exceeding a battalion acrosé 
the MERDERET, hold the village of AMFEEVILIE and tring the

western side of the bridgehead under control. LT g

At about 1300 MARR joined First Battalion, 325th, which 1LEWIS

‘hag d651ﬂnated for the miasion, and at about 2300 he started

leading the_column across the marsh to TIMMES' relief. Mean-
timslhe had sent PFC CARTER back to TIMMES with the message

that & friendly force was coming in and he was ﬁo 1ift the-
minefields covering the road north of‘tne orchard,* Engineers B

had gone ahead also and had marked the shoulders of the under-

water road with white tape so that the passage was not too

diff;cult in the darkness, While the columm was in midwpaé—
sage, word came to COL LEWIS from Divislon that he was to dis-
regard that part of the crdér'which applied to AMFREVILIE and
proceed immedimtely to the bridgehead with the oﬁject‘of daﬁe
turing 1t before dawn. The Battalion raachsd_tha wesataern shore'
of the marsh without being fired on and MARR goﬁ them into the :
cover of the firat hedgaroﬁ‘along the‘embankmsnt; he'went on . ;?\;

to make sure that the minefields had been lifted,

Fire came against the Battalion's position from the GREY.G&STLE;f
and Company C was sent to the right te put 1t down g0 that tns _
Battalion could meke the left turning into TIMNES"orQhard; | _ 5

*Dhig came from the MARR interview. CARTER mads the trip

under msohine gun fire with two men from 325th: covering him.
He recelved tha Silver Star for this mission.:_
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From that point, Company C was to tﬁ-rn south to ﬁha road from -
AMFREVILLE into CAUQUIGNY and ettack across the road. company _
B was ordered to turn around the weastern side of the orchard,
move south a8 far as the AIuFREVIILE-GAUQUIGNY road and then
ettack along the northern side of the :oad toward the west

_end of the Causeway. The mission given Company A was to

secure the road junctions around ILE MOTEY and protect the rear
of Conpanies B and C sgainst eny advanoe from AMFREVILIE. MAJ
SAN FORD, commanding the Battallon, had conferred with TIMMES o
in the orchard and this was the plan that he bad decided upon; ' ""'\
but because of Company C's over-long commitment at the GREY B
CASTIE, it had the effect of feeding the companies into the
actlon plecemeal and without Juncture anywhere along their :
front. From TIMMES' party, LT IEVY was assigned to guide

Company B and 1T FORM.N to guide Gompany A. Company A, which‘

was still at the GREY CASTIE but had completed ariving the
Germens from the buildings was put in LT MARR'S hands. He

led them south; the Cermans swarmed rTight back into the b_uild--.’d
ings and fired at them as they wi.tht-ii-ew through the hedgerows.
The Company got down to the AMFREVILLT-CAUQUIGNY road without
difficulty, knocking .put one machine gun post eni'cmta; while

thoy were in movementl a prunpner camns in -wi'th the messege that
company B had advanosd rapidly to the road and wes now mt:ving
eastward along the northern glde; they wantad Gompauy G to come
on as rapidly as possib.le. This, they dld, orossing the main
road and dapioyin@; with platoons 1n line .a;l.ong,a .hedgerow
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bounding an cat field, ready for the Sweep east. As they

moved out, they tripped several alarm devices Set by the enemy.

MARR talked to the Company Commandér and suggested that he
had better try to make contacf on the lsft; he was told that
CDMP&H? B was probably‘on-ahead in sny cése and that contact
would be made automatically when Company G pulled abreast.
But, right after that they came to a road fork in the darknass
mistook their direetion and turned sout hward along the hedge-
row, thinking this was the boundary of the main road. {Nota -
This 1s the same road along which SG. INEAIE moved his men on a
the following day.) It was then about 0330. They got about
midway of the field along which they were advancing anl began

to draw sporadic firs from their front, Still, the Compeny

roved on rapldly to the ond of the field: there thay came

abreast of a sunken road, and as they looked threugh the hedge

at. what lay ahead they saw they were almost within touohing

position of a Garman artillery position. Thirty yards away,

' MARR counted three 8&s and a anubmnmaad how1tzer. Tt wes stillfﬁ\.

dark but by the starlight he could ses the guns and men group-

ad around them,

The Germans had seen the Company at the same tims. Some of
them began yelline‘ "Kamarad!“ and other things in German.
They seemed wholly shocked by the surprise and for the moment
they made no move to fire, All along thE‘Amerioan line men |

were yelling: "Don't Fire! The Gérmans are going to surrende:.” :




Yet the enemy made no move to come forth. Then a few shois
were fired from the American side; these were returned half-
heartedly. MARR tried to et the platoon he was with to ad-
vance aud flre; bLhe meu all waubted Lo go, bul Lhe' wele con-
fused about whether to use thelr weapouns. The shouling had
upset them and they did not know whether to sttack or stand

steady.

In the center platoon of Company C, there was one NCO who

spoke German. He heard the enemy yelling for one American

to come forward and dilscuss surrender terims. The NCO started

<+

to go. DMARR went over and talked to nls platoon leader, He
sald: "You are sending that man to certain death. This is

the time to throw the bock at them.? The officer made no
reply and IIARR moved back to his position in the other platoon.
Tine order came down the line for the men to close in, as the
Germans were continuing their random fire. The Company start-

ed to move Indecisively down into the sunken road and toward

the zuns, some firing with their rifleg as they stepped off. (

The leadingy files went over or through the hedge and down into
the road; then fire caught them from both flanks; it ssemed
clear that the enemy had used the 1lull to distribute his
strength both ways and rig a deadfall. MARR couldn't ses what
had happonod elsewhere alons the line, Lubl riehl around bl

10 to 12 men went down. The Company recoiled into the oat

rield but the enemy was now crowding them from both flanks



and they lost more men from close-up “ire. The men went for
the bhedgerow on Lhe fapr side ol Lhe [field as fast as they
could go and still maintain some kind of formation; an grmored
car swung into the sunken road and opened fire wi-h a machine
gur; thereon ths gemi-orderly withdrawal turned into a dead
ruti,  The Company kRenl on moving until it reached TIMMES?

orchard.

IIARR had been left standing by the side road; he was looking
in the other direction and the withdrawal was go abrunt that
the other men were gone before ue realized it. He coilided
in the2 darkness with two Company ¢ linemen who had recome
stranded in the same way. The hour was about 0530. They
moved along together to the malin road and ware there pinned
down by enemy fire; an eneny macihine jun group had moved in
from the direction of IE MOTEY and had get up their wzanon,
Tiring In the direction of the bridge. In the distance, to-
ward L% MCTEY and north of it IMARR could hear a fire Tight
goilng on; he guessed that 1% meant that Company 2 was in
trouble. One of the linemen with HARR had carried his EREA
phone all of this time. By rare luck, they found the Company
wire right where they had gone to earth because of the machine

gun fire,

Over the phone MARR asked LT WILLARD @, YOUNG whe was in charge
of the mortars in the orchard to put fire on the hedges along

the main road. The wnlace where the enemy machine gunacsrs were
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now diggzing their zun in was about 75 yards from where MARR

and the linemen lay prone. The mortar fire from YOUIG travers-
ed accurately along the hedgerow and the Geruans Look off,

Ihe fire was then directed to cover Company B; MATR crossed

the road into an orchard where he met Company B's commander;

he said that the Company was withdrawing on account of the col-
lapse of the other flank; all bubt one platoon of the Company

were already heading toward the orchard.

S0 I"ARR went that way; also. The scattered elements cf the
325th's First Battalion had agll cloesd on the orchard »y the
arrival of broad daylicht. They had made their break in and
out of the pcsitica withous experiencing any of the fi-e which
788 supposed to be encorpassing it. “ow this happened is not
known, It.ié & histus in the story. It mey be that the ground
to'the immediate south wag always mor- weakly held than TIIRAES
bhed surposed, or that the Gerpens had simply missed the move

because it was done under cover of the dark,

Whatever the explanation, when the Battaliocn fell back on
TIMMES it was full spent. The Battalion built up on TIMMES!?

position and the men tried to find sone regt.

COL IEWIS communicated this situation to GEY RIDGWAY and was
told that he would have to use the available strength of the
Regiment and asttack the Causeway directly that morning. Mo

more time could be loshb. The 90th Infentry Division was moving



up with the purpose of attacking throush the LERDERET bridge-
nead and attacking westward. Other plans had failed. It

had become necessary to do the thing the hard way.
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