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THE LOWER CAUSEWAYS

In all, there were four causeways which connected UTAH BEACH
with the solid ground of NORMANDY. The 502d Regiment had

bean given the task of seoG;ing the two northermost exits
to-facilitate the passage inland of the forces coming by sea—.
principally from the Fourth Infaﬂtry‘ﬁivision. The seizure

of the two southern exits waswgéég_of-the mission of the

506th Parschute Infantry Regiment.

The tactical situation and the nature of the ground in the
operation against the southern exits were similar to the con-
diti&ns confronting 5024 Regiment farther to the northward.*
The mission was congldered an ideal one for parachute troops'
and the operation'was.thoughtto be go timed that the sea~borne
forces would arrive'ﬁefgre the eneﬁy could build up a strong

counter_force.
r_force

On the extrene left flank of the Beach;.the causewayridentim |
fied in the operations plan as Exit Wo 1 tied-in with the high-
way net of tne‘GOTENTIN PENINSULA Jjust to the west of POUFFEw-
VIIIE, a village near the mouth of the RIVER DOUVE about 5
miles northeast of CARENTAN., Exit No 2; a little farther to
the north, led from the Beach through HOUDIENVILIE. to STE MARIE
*Phis was the estimate of COL SINK. According to LT GEN
W. B. SMITH'S diary, the British air commander estimated that
the Americaen parachute (airborne) force would loss &5 percent

- of its strength, (IN EISENHOWER overrode British objections
to the plan because he disagreed with the estimate. .



DU MONT. Both of these causeways were bullt to a height of
an average & feet above the marsh which was an initial bar-
rier to the westward advance of the forces landing on tpe
Beach. Over most of its areas, the marsh could be waded, and
it was therefor not a fonmidable-obstaole te the passage of
troops. But it was criss-crossed at many points by drainage
cansls, which though nerrow, ran to a depth of 8 feet or
more. The presence of these streams composed a very real
ldanger: if the force coming by sea Waé denied the uge of the
causeways, many hours would pass before it could link-up with
the foree which had arrived Ey air. The tims thus lost might
determine the fate of the UTAH BRACH operation and finally of

the whole invasion,

The plan called for First and Second Battalions of 506th
Regimeﬁt, supported by Regimental Haadqﬁarﬁers Company, to
land on DRQP ZONE C. This Zone was Jjust to the south of
BOUTTEVILLE and to the west of STE MARTE DU MONT, which put
it about as close to the weatern‘appfaacnés of the two lower
causeways as was tactically practioahle. As rapidiy gs 1t
could completa its assembly, Second Battalion, reinforoed by
one section of demnlitlon men, was to move Westward along a
line runnlng narth of JIH MARITE ﬁU’Man toward HOUDIENVILLE
From that point the Battallon s northarn element—composed of'
Company E and the.demolitlon section—was to launch an attack

westward for the purpose of clearing Exit No 2. Tha-soutnarh
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element—Conpany F—would leave the column at HEBERT and at-
tack toward POUPPEVILIE and Exit No- 1. Company D and the Bat-
talion Headquarters Company were to set up in HEEERT as the
battalion reserve. To divert the Germags'and prévent them
from'téking the causeway forces in rear, First Battalion was

to send & reinforced platoon from Company B to the area just
south of STE MARIE DU MONT; it would demonstrate strongly enough
iﬁ'that direction to draw the attentibn of ehsmy forces sta~ |
tioned in the.vi1lage; The remainder of First Battalion, sup-
ported by_Regimenﬁal Headquartera Company, would stand at

HIBSVILLE as the regimental reserve.

This was the plan for Third Battaelion: Supported by one platoon
of 326th Engineer Battalion amd two demolition sections, it

was to land on DROP ZONE D,'which'waa to the south of VIERVILLE
and east of ANGOVILLE AU PLAIN, TFrom this'ground, the force |
was to strike southward as soon as possible and seize the two
bridges near'LE-PORT at the mouth of.the RITER DOUVE. The
briﬂges were to be expanded into & bridgehead ag rapidly as the
tactical 91tuation permltted By seizing the high ground in :
the direction of BREVANDS, the Battalion would be reaching to-

 ward the American forces which were moving northward from

CMAHA BEACH. It was believeﬁ that all of ‘these things could

~ be accompllshed on. the first day.

. Things started prom191ngly anough. The moon was bright when

':J'shortly after midnignt tha aerlals carrying the three battalions
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and attached troops crossed the English Channel and headed

toward Frence. However, almost as soon as the COTENTIN FEN~
TNSULA cams into view, the planes ran into a heavy fog baunk
which obscured the ground and disarranged the forﬁation; The_
plapes soon flew out of fog and into flek.*¥ Disobeying orders,
'éome of the pilots took evaaive action to get away from the
fire. By so aoing; they further scattered.the formation until
nearly all of itg essential unlty was lost; the chance for a
successful concentration of the 506tn.Regiment thus dependsd
cn-thé accuracy and judgment of a large number of individual
airmen who had no identity with the Regiment. In practice

the plaﬁa pilot is the Jump master. It ism his task to find
the DROP ZONE. Four minutes before the men are to jump, he
flashes a red 1ight; When he gives them the green light; thet
meaps go, What had already heppened to 506th Ragimﬁnﬁ-in the
air greétly increased the'probability.tﬁat it would encounter
unexpected trouble on the ground; the problem of keeping the

Regiment concentrated had been delivered into 00 many hands.

S0 it bappened that out of 81 planéa scheduled to drop their
men into DROP ZONE G, ounly lb_found the mark. ‘Birst Battalion
had a comparatively good drop pattern, only one of its sticks
beiﬁg'dropped'far distant from the Zone; even sb; the pattern
was scattered onough that an additicnal four hours were re-
quired to get the Battallion moving toward its'cbjective; -'

*This comes from COL SINK. It was reported by other officers

- of his Staff and from the Battalions and is confirmed in the
- Divisional rpapers, SR S

T

\'

' ‘_ - :1:. .-‘- .
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Second Battalion didn't ever reach the vicinity and only one
plane unloaded its stick anywhere near the designated zche.
Third Battalion, aining et DROP ZONE D, had é slightly better
pattern thﬁn First Battalion but not emough to give it any
practical édvantaga; it, too, had lost hours because Of a

faulty drop.

The planes carrying Second Battalion had simply overshot the -
mark; the paratroopers knew when 1t happenea. They sew three
large gréen "T's" formed of eleotfic lights pess under them -
and they recognized the zone markers which ped been set up
by the Reglment's Pathfinders. Still, the beacon 4id not
alarm the pilots and they must have flown straight-on for
several minutes after crossing the Zone, for when the men at
last got their jump signal; the Battalion came to earth with
its-oenter about five miles from DROP ZONE C. '?hey were thus
denied any initial contact with the remainder of the Regiﬁenh
and théy had no way of kﬁcwing whether First Battalion and
Headquartefa had experienced any better fortune in getting

into the Zone.

At DROP ZONE D, there was trouble of snother kind.. The Path-
finders had landed thers 30 minutes ehead of Third Battalion
and had bscome engaged at'opceu The Germans had figurad_thét
the invafers might use this ares fqr Just such a purpose; they

~ had ringed it with ma@hine guns and mortars and were sitting
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at their armg ih readiness wheh the Battallon came in,*

Seven of the Pathfinders had knmocked out two machine gun
~positions by hand-grenading them before the arfival of the
main body. By thet time, however, the fleld was well_illumi-
nated by enemy flares. Floating down into this well-1it and
fire-covered area, the Battallon lost about 20 menrfram enemy
action before its first groups coul& collect themselves. Yet
1t was an odd kind of action. With all thelr advantages,
thesé Germens could not get their heads up. They fired from
whatever cover they happened to be holding and not one man
among them moved out to engage the invaders in personal en-

- counter. All over the GGTENTIN»PENINSﬂléd wherevexr the air-~
borne landed, this held true. The enemy seemed gripped by

mortal terror. His men would fire but they would not_mpve out.,

The inaccuracy of the enemy flre wes a raflectlon of this

fright. Set up as they were, and waiting, the Germans atill

L L o Ao

could not bring any concentrated fire to bear on the Americans

e e TR X 1 T
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as they cams down singly or ocrawled across bthe fielﬂs‘looking'

for their comrades. DROP. ZONZ ¢ had also been strongly covered

e e 3R W S e L

by the enemy with rifle pits and automatic weapons all around |
- the perimeter.” Around the northeast corner especially, the -
GermanS'were in strength, though wherever the man'dropped, they
- came in fire contact immediately with smﬂll enemy groups.  The
*COL SINK learned of this alert end of the German antici-

ii:PﬁtiOHS from interrogating prisoners; it wag subse uantly conﬁc
 f1rmﬂd by a.study of the positicn. :




najority got out of this deadfall by lying quietly for a few

minutes until the attention of the defenders was drawn else-

where, and then cf&wling off into the dark. At DROF ZONE C,
the assembly areas for Second Battalion, Regimental Head-
quarters Company and First Battalion were three orchards gtrung
acToss the Zone from north to south. Second Battallion was sup-
rosed to assemble on the northern orchérd and from there move
off to attack the Exits. First Battalion had planned to as-
semble on the southern orchard before procseding on its mis-
sion. Regimental Headquarters, after assembling in the center
orchard, was to move 13 miles soutlward and set up a CP at 

COULAVILLE.

Had the drop taken place in this manner, it is quite possible
that the greater breadth of the target would have given the
waiting_Gefmans 8 greatly eanhanced opportunity for killing.

Ag things workéd out; the relatively small force that was
delivered according to schedule came to earth well strung out
anong the'apple:traes. COL ROBERT L. SIHK-ahd,a larpe paft‘of o
hisg Headquartersrsurvived'in this manner; most of tha1;0 planes
which dr0ppad their sticks on 6rneap the Zone had been loaded
with Headquartefs men., The cold figures reveﬁl that there

was mbfe.sound than fury in the reception.whioh met'themrfonly_ .
two or three men landing on DROP ZQHE ¢ suffered breaks or .'
Sprains, and the total loss at that point was not mofe'ﬁhan_lo,-'

includihg the dead and wounded. Elsawnére, hﬁWever, the Head-




quarters had already taken losses which seriously crippled

its operation., Three of the_planes hed missed the Zone by -

20 miles. Days later, when our forces captured CHERBOURG,
some of tiiese men were féund wounded in the hospitals there;
fresh-marked graveé'revealed the fate of othera, Moat of-the
straye& were communicatlions men, including the commasnder of
the communications platoon;-tha comrunications section and all
of the operators. Only 5 communications men were at hand when

the Regiment began to fight.

Not one of 506th Regimentfs'battalions had a drop pattern
which was as good as the lowest mark which it had established
during eny training operation. Whether the great spread of .
fthe drop pattern contributed materially to the casualty
figures is something of a Quéstion but it undoubtedly alowed
down assenbly and acted as a drag on local operation.* But
what was lost “o tactics by these delays and nisadventures
wag probably compensated for ten~-fold in the bewilderment and
strategical niscalculation of the énemy which resulted from
having barachute drops reported from all parts of the pen—
insule., The doubts whioh must have assailed the enemy in the
*COL SINK and his Staff felt that the Regiment suffered
greater casualties beceuse of the faulty drop, but this is
a random estimate. In hedgerow fighting, as the American
Army discovered the hard way, conocentration often memns
heavier loss without proportionate gain. 506th's mizsion
would have been far diffsrent had Iits concentration been ef«

‘fective. The questlon of whether it would have had greater
logs 1s lInscrutable. e . .



critical hours wheén the defending fo¥ces were being redeployed
to meet the invagion threat, doubts which were intensifiéd

| by the inadvertent work of 6arrier pilots who strayed from
their ocurses; are reflected ln the War Diary of the Gerﬁan
7th Army High Command for that period. The earliest entry—
0130 on 6 June, 1944k—notes that "parachutiste have been -
dropped since 0105 hours in the area east and northwest of
CAEN, ST MARCOVE and MONTEBQOURG, both sides of the VIRE and
Gn-the east coast.of COTENTIN® and at 0200 it is repeated

that the airborne lanaing embraces MONTEBOURG and 'there is
fighting by IE’E&M.“ Some of these were poiants far outside

the sector of invasion; it appears as csrtain that these re-
'ports of irruption résulted from the chance landings of para-~ .
troop forces.in aréés where they were not supposea to be com~
mitted as that, in consequence of the reports,_the Gsrman

high command mafked time for several hours while tyring to
determine what.these varying thrusts indicated, At 02A0; theré
was 8till debate as to. the ﬁaasure-of the dangef, the Gommanﬁ-h
ing General of waup West maintaining'that the dafenders'wa:e_
not confronted with e "major motion® while the Chief of Staff
Teplied that it could be nothing 1335'than that, in view or |
the debth of the (airbdfné)_penetration in the 84th Army Corps
area. It was at 0400 that the Commander of that Ccrps reported
to the Chief of Staff, 7th Army High Command, his conclusion

thi—l‘t_' ftthe géhel‘a__l plan ",SEGD]E ‘to be to tie off the COTENTIN FEN-
INSULA at 1ts narrowest point." Another hour passed before the

o ~ 9'+ 7_'




Germans knew that they were also about to be hit from the

sea .

In the strained circumstances, the Americans went ahead with
their assemblies according to standard procedures: The as~
sembly lights did almost no good; ths HbRMAﬂUY‘hedgerdws
blacked them out on every side; and men coming down 1ln the
surrounding flelds hardly ever saw them; Collection pro-
éeeded by individual soldiers workihg their way "by guess
and by God® to the Drop Zone CPs. 'Guides were then posted
at crogs-roads and-bridgéa, and officers and NCOs moved oub
to gather nen wherever they could Ee found.. The cricket

signal was the most helpful instrument in the build-up,**

COL SINK, landing in a small field which was a part of DROP

zom\pi, thought at first that he waa“all alone. 'H_i,s harness

was extiamely tight and was ocutting inﬁo his flesh. He keopt

wonderiﬁg how quickly an enemy bullet would find him and he

tock his knife cuf and tried tco hack his way out éf the harnesgs;

the blade was much too dull. He realized then that he would

" have to stay . quiet and work away petiently =t his gear. A4S

he got hig nerve under 6ontrol and began to free himself, he

- BEW billawing silk in a far corner of the field. H3 heeded
¥From the War Diary of the Gerﬁan 76h Army High doﬁmﬂnﬁ.i
**Lvery officer and man interviewed by the FC Telv Lhis

way about it. In the same opsration 824 Div “1d net usy the

cricket. Tts officers sald it was an "amateux's dsvice” and
not_needed-by:hattlsAtrained paratroops. o
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for it whon he at last broke olear from his harness. Still
hitehed to the otherlohute'was LT SAMUEL Sm BURNS of First
BattaliQn*s Headguarters company. He said that his leg was
hurt bed. "See if you can walk on it;" gaid SINK, "and we'll
try to find some men." SINK helped him moross the field and
pushed him through the first hedgerow. There, BURNS dropped;
he said he could go no farther, and that he was certain the '
leg was broken. SINK gaid: "Then I'11 have to leave you." .Ha
found a hole in the fisld and put BUENS in it; telling him to
stay there until someone came after nim. Then he checked his “
dampass, and decided to move east. After about 300 yards he
cae to & side road; all of this time he had been.walking
parallel to the main road into STEMARIE DU MONT, without real-
lzing that he Was within 40 yards of the highway. As ha-turned,'
into it, he mot three members of his Regimenhai Staff and the
Headquarters Commandant, CAPT EDWARD A. PETERS. They talked
things ovar'and made the correct guesgs as to whaﬁ road they
Were on without héving an& idea'how far théy wore east or west.
S0 they continued east until thej came at last to a small COt- -
tage. A dog barksd loudly. 8SINK anﬂ_EETERS'baﬁgea loudly on
1_ _tha door, :A'Frenchman ladked out from an,uppéf stﬁry window
and asked what went on. SIKK knew_anoﬁgh French to‘tell_him:‘
"The invasion has vegun." - The man said: "Tros bien!™ and he
' foams on down, T@Ough hs?shpck-ali dvar_frqm fright, when SIﬁK
~ handed him & map, he Bhowed them where hey were—about 250
}?yards fram‘tne‘spot whereISiNE:wgé auppoéedAto éet up_his CP




e

on the jump field. SINK asked him mbout Germens and he sald

they were all arounﬁ-that there were many of them in STE MARIE
DU MONT. The group then moved to the CP location; they ploked
up a few men as they went along anﬁ were slightly surprised
when they reached the jump-field CP and found they wera first
at the scene. SINK said to them: "This 1s It! This is the
place. Now go out and get more of the boys eand bring them
int" But it was all slow work. A% the close of twp'nours, an
operation whioch wag supposed to have cdlleoted the greater

part of a regiment had mssembled only 40 men. A few men from
Firdt Battalion wers présent but no radios had been found and
no contaot had been made with Second and Third Battalions. |
After two hours thes trickle of nen coased and SINK decided to
move all hands, inoluding LT COL WILLIAM L. TURNER of Pirst
Battalion, and the few men with him;\over to COULAVILLE; he
figured that by now more of the men would probably be trying
to £ind their way to that location. The force reached COULA-
VILIE without oppesition. To make sure that he was at the
ri@ht vlace, SINK asked a Prenchman living in the villééa to-r
~direct him to COULAVILLE. The Frenchmén said he had never
heard of the place: so did his wife. It mystified SINK until
he asked the Frenchman to point out the direction to several
other villegrs in the game general area; the Efénonman.ﬁaa mors
than willing and he practically boxed the compass before SINK R
realized that ho was at'thé right place, though the BTenchmAn _'
didn‘? know the. neme of his_dwn community. Enroute fo COUiA-
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VILILE, SINK nﬁa'paseed within 600 yerds of the place where
COoL MOSEEEY; commander of 502d Reglment, had broken his'leg
in the drop. He was told MOSELEY was there but he knew that
he had no time to go calling.

Through the hours of dark, SINK sent scouts out and continued
to check on the orchard where Second Battalion was supposed

to rendezvoug. Bubt though they searched the neignbcfhocd, not
a man was found. 1T COL ROBERT L. STRAYER and most of his men
had been dropped well to tha northward in 5024 Regimenti's area;
when daylight éame; they were still in the vieinity of‘tha

northern causeways bult were prooee&ing'tﬁward POﬂPREVILLE»

| Gcnce:ning'tnis, and the situation of all otner'elaﬂents, SINK:

remained in the dark. He had heard nothing frﬁm pivision, So -
far as he knew, he was fighting alone in NORMANDY.* A few |

ninutes before daylight, he made his decision; he called TURNER
and told him that he had better take over the miséion assgigned |
STRAYER—the march on the southerm causeways. However, TURNER

*The average conditions of assembly under the conditions met.

- in NORMANDY can be envisaged from the experiencs of M SGT LLOYD

E. WILLS who landed within 400 yards of the assembly area in the
orchard, yet did not reach the GP at COULAVILIE until 1030 on
D PIUS L. He wandered around for several hours without sesing

- anyone; bscause of the hedgerows, he could seldcm see more than

100 yards in any dirsction. At last he jJoined a group of 25 men,

‘some from Headquarters Company end some from 82d Division., The

group was nevelr mors than a few miles from COUILAVILLE but it

- Jost 24 hours in closing the distance. Said WILLS: "Tou go along |
and joln a group. The group goes along and is fired upon., Then -
you. engage. Everybody has to wait untlil the road is clear sgain,

The larger the group, the harder it is to get by without fight-

~ing.m
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had only 50 men with him and so he wes instructed initially
not to spread his force but to drive for POUFPEVILLE end Exit

No 1. They gtarted as the dawn broke,

The fortunes of Second Battalion had been in marked contrast

to what had taken place at DROP ZGNE D. Dropped far outside

of their designated area; the Batﬁalion 8t311 had succeeded in
achieving & far more rapid and coﬁplete asseﬁbly than the other
alements of the Regiment. CAPT CLARENCE HESTER, S5-3 of ithe
Battalion, landed with its leading elsments. He rigured that
the éﬁick had spraad;over ébout 100G yards\during the descent;
g0 he'Wa}ked back.SOO yards in the direction which the planes
had come, thinking this would put him at about the center of

~ his small group. There, he put up a string of amber bundle
lights in a tree.  The signal did its work; officefs and-men"
began to find their way into the position., HESTER was still in
doubt as to his:loeation; so he dispatched LT IEWIS NIXONW,

£-2, to prowl the nearest village. NIKON routed out a Frendh--
man and was told that the village was FOUCARVILIE; the villags |
‘was at that time held in some strength by the Germans as T
HAROID HOGGARD and his patrol from 502d Regiment had not yet
put in their appearance. A considerabls group had gathered
around HESTER while NIXON was making his renonnaissance, in the
passage of 1ittls mnre than one hour, the forca ineluded 8 comr
munications platoon, a machine gun platoon, approximately 80 men.

from Battallon Headquarters Gompany, 90 men from Campany D, 6

. ;#_,
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men from Compeny F and 8 from Gompaéy E. By 0330; LT COL
STRAYER and the, 15 men of 506th Regiment who had initially
joinad uip with COL GASSIDY'S-force,'came along the Toad with
that 6oidmn; and STRAYER took over from HESTER., Twenty men
from 508th.Regim@nt,,82d Divison, whoge caﬁriér had‘far over-
shot the mark and dr0pped_theﬁ'nea£:FOUCARVIiEE, also joined
up. This body moved out about O430—around 200 men altogether.
They moved southward along the mein rcaﬁ running to the east
‘of DROP ZONE A~—the same route which CASSIDY'S column had
taken-—but they 4id not move vary'faét or very far.. After the
passage of GASSIDY'S'men;-the enemjlhad heen given jJust enough
time to turn out his forces and hafass any late ocmers. With
Company D leading cff as advance guhrd, the force began to meet
determined'fesistance‘fram the'mgment it éleared-the assemhly '
area. During the'first stage of.advance toward the 1cwar Exité,
about 25 enemy were killed a2nd as many ﬁahsn prisoner, Four
machine gun positions were encountere& and destroyéd; all of
this action taking place in the miﬂdlé'ground Eetween'OASSIDY'S N
northern elements at FOUCARVILLE and his southern wing at the
W-X-Y-2 posit;on.* At ST CERMATN EE‘VAHREVILﬂE, some time beﬁwsen
OQOO'and llOD; the head of the column was‘stbppad by a'Germanrr
. artillery battery Which was laying accurate interdidtory,fire
“across the road, Part of Gompany D was Passed around the rear .
*STRAYER thoughtthis happened around 1100 but CASSIDY was -

~ cartain STRAYER passed W-X-Y-Z much earlier than that-—perhaps
. around 0900. . ? '
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of the battery with the mission of hurrying on to Exit No 24

Tts objective lay a considerable distance to the south, but

nothing had been heard from Regiment, and so far as STRAYER

knew, hls assignment remained unchanged.

Third Pattalion had played in worse luck initially, but a mere
handful of its men had set a shiniﬁg example in initiative for
the remainder of the Regiment. When the planes carrylng the
Battalion passed over the flooded area between CARENTAN and

ST COME DU MONT, heavy anti-aircraft fire enveloped the for-
mation and dissolved it;—thé planes taking evasive action in all
directions. This ground fire leaped up at the parachutists as
they respordsd to the Jump signal; it had been glven them just
a flash too. early. Despite the interference from the ground
battefies, the individual planes kept to their courses falirly
Well and most of the stiaks'were'dalivered a little short of
DROP'ZONE D, to westward and northward of it. gSquare on the .
Zone, the Germens had prﬁpared a giant toreh by sosking a house
in oil. They lit it as the first planes approached and it
blazed fiercely, illuminating the entire countryside.

| CAPT CHARIES G. SEETTIE, S-3 of Battalibn, landed to south of
the canal which ran off from the southwest cormer of the Jjump
field. It seemed to him as he came to earth that the whole
ares was being dalugsd by machine gun and mortar flre.. 80 he
crawled into a ditch and lay thera for a few minutes, studylng
his compass and trying tolplot his next move. He Ffelt prebty -
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sure that ANGOVILLE AU PLAIN‘wasoély a little dlstanhce t0 north-
west of him; the heaviest enemy riﬁa seemed to be coming from |
that direction. He saw no lights énd.heard no sounds indicating
the presence of any other parstroopers in bthat diréction. S0’

he moved soubthwestward to the edge of the field near LES DROUERIES -
where he knew elements of 501lst Regiment were supposed to ag-

| semble. He picked up one man on tha'way.but found no one atb
501lst's rendezvous. Thereon; he turned back toward ANGOVILLE

AU PLATIN and picked up two officers and 12 men while he was'waik*'
ing along; they had coume from the assembly area but had seen no
othei parachufists. The group talked things over and dscided

to strike cut for their objective-—Bridge No 37 across the éANAL fﬂ
DE CARENTAN near BRGVANDS.* Znroute, they picked up 16 more | |
men and two officers, one ¢f uhem an engineer officer who cub

the CARENTAN power line, the only action taken during the march.

_ £
: 7 _
'I‘he"Battalion"-—\gofficers and 30 men-——reached the canal bridges

near 1B PORT at 0430, Imﬁré was fife from the east bank but the

B party,succaeded in closing in cn'tha'wsaterﬁ-approadhes aﬁd bringr
ing the sastern approaches under temporary dcmination by their

own fire. Bﬁve'mure officers and 15 more men joined thﬁﬁ.and

it was decided to force a crossing of Bridge No 3? and attampﬁ

'.to establish a bridgehead. Twu-voluntears (namés,unkﬁuwnfto the

Battalion, so it appears probable that they were killed in the3

subsequent_agtian}'crbssed'the hridga.under-intensé machine gunr -

*This_party-trave;édlqn an azimuth; and stayed aﬁﬁY'frpm roads,




fire. Afber that, LTS KENNETH H. CHRISTIANSON and RUDOLFH
T. BOLTE of Odmpany H sach led 5-man patrols to the far bank, 

. _these men crossing on the girders under the bridge flooring.

1T RICHARD P. MEASON of Company H followed up with his command
group. These groups ra—deployed a3 a . body againgt the anamy
positions on the east bank, killed 13 Germans and knocked out

3 machine gun emplacements. They scon found, however, that the

_Germans\were present in such numbers that they could bring up

fresh guns faster then the Americans could proceed against bthem.
After engaging for about two hours, the force was compelled |

to withdrew to the-west bank for lack of ammunition. They were
still without communications_and knew nothing of the situaion-.
elsewhere in the Division; they imegined that heip mighﬁ be
nearer ab hand among the GMEHA_BEAGH forces to the southeast of-
them than amOng'thair own people to the northward. LT FRED T.
EROYHILL of Headquarters Company was sent with two men to attempt
to break through the German lines toward help--an extremely vain
hope under thﬁlcireumstances. The men who remained on the east
bank took an 1nventory around noontime and found that they had

about 30 rounds of rifle ammnnition per han, oue light machine

~gun with 175 rounds, one bazooka with & rounds, one bundle with

250 pounda of explogive and one Hawkins mine per man,

It was not an excepﬁionally:favorable situation, but at 1éast

though they did not know it tney could stand on one thlng They

. were the only elament of the Regiment which had succeeded in




reaching their objective and they had done more than their

share toward assuring the link~up of the QRAHA BEACH and UTAH
BEACH forces. ' |
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CAPTURE OF THE SOUTHERN CAUSEWAYS

Despite these éarly setbacks and disappointments, the southern
exits fell into Division's lap like = pair of over-ripe plumd,
fnough that ﬁas more the doing of Third Battglion of 5Qlet
Regiment than the work of 506th. Originally, that Battalion

 had been set up as Division reserve and was scheduled te drop

on DROP ZOWE € along with elements of Division Headquarters.

As had been the case with the earlier serlals, the formation
in which the Battalion had traveled from England kept well

spaced until encountering the cloud bank nigh the French coast.

. Upon emerging into a oiear atmogphere near FONT L'ABBE, the

ﬁen could see that the formation had become well scattered.
There was some flak at the time and considerable ground mechine
gun fire * It 4id not seem especially thiak a8 they came near
the DROP ZONE; yéf three of the Battalion's plahes were shot

“down and 36 men died of the 45 who rode them. These orashes

‘took place somewhat to the south of the DROP ZONE; thé drop pat-

tern for the Batt&licn extended roughly from ST JORES t0 SAINTE~

NAY on the gouthern iimit, as far east as the marshes next o
“UTAH BEACH and on the northern side only a few men ceme down far
‘beyond the line of flight.whicn most of the planes had traveled
~across the peninsula, -About 90 of LT COL JULIAN EWELL'S men and

about 60 men from Division Headquarters dropped fair on DROP ZONE

. *’I'est:.mony of cor, EWELL end. mambara of his Staff.
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G. The descent was uneventful. There were no Germans in the

jmmediate vicinlty, and while ﬁnera was a scattering fire from
beyond the distant hedgerows, it did not seem to be bearing on
the parachuting force. The assembly was conducted sccording

to SOP—~wlth blue lights and a police whigtle. The men in
EWELL'S stick all dropped right around him. Some landed in the
same Tleld and collected at onece. Others werse separated Trom
the lights by a few hedgarows} patfols rapidly brought them
together. The Battalion remained juat séuth of STE MARYE DU MONT

until dawn.

During these same hours-another 150 men had been assembling -
near HIESYILLE, they were the men from EwWHIL'S battalion who
had been asssigned to get up the Division CP and maintain it%, a :
- duty which kept them on tﬁat ground most of the day., At his

own poesition, EWELL had been ablé to gather plenty of radio
"equipmént. The Division.elamants had none, ¥WELL'S battalion

therefor proceeded to supply and set~up the facilities for the
. larger headquarters. In the heginniﬁg; however, 1 did little S
good; all efforts to r&ise any other elements from among_the o i
parachute regiments met with'éilence. Fbrtunately; the ganeﬁal
situation was not lass'quiét. Inlthe HIESVILiE and STE MARIE DU
LMONT néighborhoods; there was no stfopg reaction from the‘anamy

.8t any time while the men were collecting and'sstfing_up. Company
I 4id most of the outpbsting'fbr the Battalibn but was never

challenged; the Germans_had no motorized patrols on the roamds end. =
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did not seem to have any sentry posts covering the fields. &

' In the absence of information sbout eny of his other units,

MAT GEN TAYLOR decided abt dawn to send EWELL and e contingsnb

of his men to seize Exit No 1. They moved out at 0600, march-

ing orbss country until they c¢ame to the mein highway leading

into POUPPEVILIE. During this tlme, not & shot was fired and

- nothing was seen of the eneny. It'was in effect an uncoversd

road march. DBecause of the heavy cover and the obstrucﬁién to-

movement via the hedgerow-bounded fields, no flank patrols Were

- used but only flankers. The column picked up & few men as it

moved along--the Batbalion Exeoutive, the Assistant S-3, the

:_ Adjutant and a few othera who had come down atop the houses of 7
. STE MARIE DU MONT and had had to use extreme cawtion in working."
~ their way out of the village. Two parachutigts had.been caughﬁ;

 beaten and otherwise brutally handled. .Another; PEC'AMBROSE

ALLIR of the Battalion Headquarters Company, told of being lined

up against a wall with a companion. ﬁis captors were about

.. ready to summarily execute the two men when sevéral of their

- companions chanced upon the scene and shot the Germans‘before

they could fire.¥ _ o - T
First contact with the enemy was made to the west of STE MARTE

. *The witness in this case was PFC ALLIE. We could not identify =~ |
‘the man who had been with him as ALLTE did pot know him; he may B

. have been shot later, or msy have been a member of another unit.

:=~The ;ncident_is unusual but ALLIE'S story convinced EWELL he was

.. telling the truth. . g o
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0 MONT. A German sentry yelled and seven men oame running out
of a dugout. 7TIwo of EWELL'S scnqt; shot six of the men before
they could either'fire or get sway: the others esceped. The
column moved on toward POUFPEVIILE and was halted by & scatter-
ing fifle fire as it got to within short range of the outlying
buildings. The villagarnad not been-organized for defense. To
the southeast of it there was a fairly complete rield position
with a tall observation tower in'thé center and & perimefer
astablished with a few machlne gun emplacements, foxholes and
several dugouts. But there were meither works nor parricades
in among the houses and the buildings_ha& not heen fitted with
fire ports. | '

The enemy force soon fled the prepared ground to the-southeaét,
the riflemen dropped back to the houses. Even there, they did

not stand. As rapldly as the Americsns came to the nigh wall
of a house and began moving thrbugh or around it; the enemy
withdrewlfrom the next house beyond. EWELIrwaa bothsrs& only
'f-by his lack of numbersﬁ‘he had but 40 men present-frdmlhis 11ne'

. companies sngd he found that the Headquartefs speclialists were
of slight value in the skifmishing and sometimes got in the way . *
'_rThe 6nlybgrassment-to-the advance was that the aﬁemy kept push-
" ing emell petrols around both of his flanks and he did not have
 lenough:men Yo attempt a counter envelopment. Most of hig losses

. cawe from this cause. Hia men would be engaging opposition élose

*EWELL'S stetement.




at hand within the houses; from somewhere far off on the flahk
an ungseen rifleman would pick off one or two of them. It

Slowsd the sdvance s little‘withouf stopping it. The Americéng_
moved along from house to house. After their first few losses,

the enemy seemed to loge heart for the contest; the sound of a

b b s 1
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grenade blowing off outaide was enough to make Them stampeds

from one bullding to another, Having begun the ection at

0%00, EWELL had worked his way tqithe enemy CP in the center

of the village by a few minutes Qast noon. That was enough ror

the German ocommander and he surrendered the town. BWELL had
 lost 6 killed and 12 wounded. The enemy losses were 15 killed,

10 wounded and 38 captured; most were noﬁ~Germans Trom the 1058

Grenadier Regimantr(Ql Division).

The civilians of the village informed EWELL that the road to

55 _ the Beach was not mined and that only the bridges had besn pre~
§ : pared for demolition. A few of the enemy were falling back in
gft"the directlon of the brldgea, and alraady EWELL'S men could hear
. the Fourth Infantry Div1sion coming along from the Beaeh. Judg-.

: - ing by the sound of the machine gun fire, EWELL reckoned the

column was about 1500 yards distant when POUPEEVIL&E foll, - Ger-
‘ff‘.mans, who had been at the Beach positions, were ralling back
§  ;WBStWBrﬁ along the Causeway toward EWELL'S men. EWEIL got his
*Q;fmaohine guns set up.and brought thess remnants uﬁder-fira' they

~ turned back toward the Fourth Divisian column with thelr hands
L 1ifted in surrenaer.
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A shﬁrt time 1ater; the ssabcine cdiumn pessed through. EWELL'S
men-~the first link-up of the forces which had come over the
Beach with the forces which had dropped into NORMANDY. EWELL
took an easier route home and got to HIESVILLE about 1600,
thereon reporting his position to Division and to COL SINK of
506th Regiment. Some time later he was told to move that night
to join SINK*S force between ANGOVILLE AU PLAIN and ST COME DU
MONT. The leading elements of the Division were beginnlng to

dreaw together.

TURNER ° S detachmﬂnt; sent by SINK to do the POUPFEVILLE job
after SINK had failed o raiseSTRAYER, foughlt a Few minor
skirmishes enroute to the village‘and'rsaohed there too late

to share in its capture. IEWELL wag already in possession and
the troops of the Fourth Infantry Division were proceeding west-
ward withouﬁ having to fire more than an occasion&l rifle shobt.
TURHER'S‘man got back to COULAVILLE that evening: the day had

been easy on them.

‘That part of Company D, 506th Regiment, which had bypassed the
German battery at ST GERMAIN DE VARREVILIE some bime around noon
and made a dash for Exit No 2, arrived at its objéutive at 1330.

CWITH 8TRATER's 2 The causeway leading through HOUDIENVILLE

coLuMm wag brought under control practically

without fighting., STRAYER'S main body ceught up with the advance
- party about 1500 hours. The columm had kept the German battery

: ~entertained until CAPT R. D. WINTERS of Company B made a trip

‘_25_’
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to the Beaoh and returned wnth a group of tanks from the sea-
borne forde, Tne tanka brought the battery under fire and
destroyed it. By 1800, Second Battalibn was well orgenized at
Exit No 2; with aboub 300 men on hand, including the strays

from other units.

CAPT SHETTIE'S small force at the mouth of the RIVER DOUVE
neither improved nor impaired their situation at the bridges
a8 the day wore on. The group of 506th men who had gplit away

AT THE 1E TORT from GOL JOHNSON'S party at'LA BAR-

BRIDGES QUETTE early in the morning, fimally

arrived, bringing SHETTLE his first word that a friendly force
was enzeging over to his right. SHDTILE went to L3 BARQUATTE

with & two-man patrol during the afternoon but Ffound that JOHN-

©. '80N'S situation was "1little better than® his own and accordingly

. Qiscounted the chance that he would get help from that source
. if he became hard-pressed.* However JGHHSON‘S’SFD radio coataoct

with the Pleet was the first channel HHETTEE had found that day

l whioh'provided'a chance to report his $ituatioh to a higher head~

;f{ quarters; he sent a report on his position to the Navy for fﬂl&?

" %o 10lst's Division Commsnder. That night SHETTIE'S group was

reinforoed by 40 men who had been dropped Somewhers near CARENTAN

" and had taksn all dsy to find their way, Two bundles were re-

_'trlevea, one loaded with emall arms ammnition and the other with

K ratlons. As darkness fall the seven engineera and two

*SEETTLE’S desaription




demolitions men who were present worked their way downstream,
and in less than one-half hour prepared the bridges for de~ ’ 1 ‘f

- struction—just in case the enemy strength grew until it could “5 |

not bs held. At about 0200 on D FLUS 1, the Germans tried to

make a sortie across Bridge No 37 but were driven back by the
American fire.
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CONCENTRATION AND MOVEMENT

.Whils these varying detions were taking place, the major cons
centration of 10lst Division's strength'waa gradually forming
around COL SINK, the one co@mandar who had been mnst thoroughly
logt fraﬁ the larger elements of his own command.because of_the
circumstances of the Drop and his own lack of communications.
Tnis‘result was not entirely a paradox. It will be noted that
practically wlthout excsption;'tha vital objectives of Division's
operation on D Day were scattersd around the perimeter of Di-
vigion's area of operation. That was true of_the caugeway

exits, the LA BARGUET™E LOCK, the LE DORT bridges and the enemy
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positions at FOUCARVILLE. ~The Division was exploding like =&
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bombshell. There was no great menace in its interlor position;
the situatlon ocamlled for a great deal of out-fighting and rela-
tively little in-fighting, a condition in which the infantry |

wculd have been greatly aided by the artillsry, had the latter
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achleveﬂ a ooncentratlon.

Prom these operabions, SINK was curiously detached, largely by -

S——E T
- "

reason of the scantness of his force and his nearlyécdmplete
radio isolation. He hsd made contact with his Second Battalion
in early morning and had ordered it to procsed against Exit No 1;

but apart from that, he was pretty much alone and he felt that

the scrateh forces then available to him had best be used in

prbtacting'tha_réar oflthe causeway~boﬁnd parties'aﬁd in trying

to achieve a further concentration of the Regiment. In the
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abgence of any substantiai information asg to_the location of
enemy forces; he decided to send out a number of patrols to
feel out his dwn'pcsitiOn and make contact. These patrols all
operated ss combat patrols, srmed and ordered to—engagg the_
enemy on sight. One patrol under LT SAIVI H. MATHESON, S-1,
went through the village of VIERVILLE and moved on through HIES
VILLE without finding eny ememy. They did not know it but the
latter village had already been visted by LT COL HARRY B. KINNARD
of 501st'Regiment; who hed oome‘dawn'seven-miles short gf'his
own jump field and had walked from near STE MERE BGLISHE, ﬁGX~‘
pecting to find a'German behind every tree or at every turn in
the road; but Pinding nothing.™* At HIESVILIE, ETMNARD bhad feun@'
a dozen paratroopers; representing almost as many dlfferent
organizations, Instead of taking them along im a body, KINNARD
had ofianted each mﬁn and.sent him on hisg way to hlz separate
mission. Anothér of SINK‘S patrols, under CAPT PETERS of Regli-
mental Headquarters Gompany; moved southward and ran into an
~ enemy machine gun position. Two of the enemy guns were knocked
= out; PETERS was killed in trying to get at the third gun. Gre-
" nades and sﬁb-maahine.guﬁs.proved_to be the most useful wea pons
f: in this kind of work; the maln purpose of which was the quest

~ for information. ‘The fbrce felt so absolutely in the dark that
nf_it extended itsell more and more as the day wore on until finally

 even the‘Cammander‘was taking inoxdinata rigks. After three
officer-led patrols had sought vainly in the vicinity of DROP

*EINNARD'S words. .




ZONE B for any sign of Third Battalion, SINK and his 8-3, MAS
H. H.‘HANNKH; started out at 110D to extend the search, going
toward ST COME DU MONT. One mile southwest cf VIFRVILIE their
Jeep SPed_past'a'large énemy horse park; they were right dn top
of the andamymant before they realized it, There was a seniry
standing at the gate and they shot him Gown as they whipped by.
The driver had.sfepped on the gas; not reallzing that he was
moving into a cul de sac. Ahead, and slongside, SINK suddenly
became aware of Germans rising from outlof the ditches on both_
sides of the road; the jeep was moving right down the oenter
of an enemy column which had just fallen out. SINK and HANNAH
fired their pistols; the driver worked his carbine with one
hand and held the wheel with the other, Ihe‘enemy_was taken
wholly by surprise, and instead of feturning the fire Instantly,
they either ran or dioPPed into the ditches. But more.of-tha
enemy were rising frdm‘the.ditches up mhead and SINK realized
that tneir'luck‘coulﬂn't last, They had run past troops for
about 200 yards, but if they kept goilng they would surely be
killed, There was a crossroads justfin‘rfont_or them. SIWK
yelled to the driver to get the-jeep around aé,rast aa he could.
They came back dcwn-tha line,.étill firing their Waaponsf Once
again.tney sped past the horse park. ‘Then they WBre safely out
of it, amaz ed that they had cleared the danger without one- almed
shot being fired at them.* Soon after SINK got back o tne cP,

*SINK and HANNAH wers the w1tnesses on tnis strange episode,

- 8IMK is given to undar-statement especlally whare it conoerns
his own actions. :
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a runner brought word that a mixed group of about 70 officersn

and men, sone from the Regiment and others from other units
of both airﬁorne divisioqs, were engaging aﬁ enemy force at. ;;_'
HOLDY near STE MARIE DU MONT end were not faring too well. ‘The ‘5- 
enemy position was organized around a battery of 105 mm guns ‘;
which no one had expecteé'to encounter in that area.¥ By this | ﬁ;f
time an édditional 75 men from First Battalion had coliiected at
the CP. SINK sent them on to support the HOLDY attack under
cormand of CAPT INUT K. RAUDSTEIN of Company G and GAPT LLOYD E. -
PATCH of Headquarters Compeny; and when a_groﬁp of 50 men under

a lisutenant from 502d Regiment arrived at the CP a few minutes

leter, SINK sent them to support the PATCH-RAUDSTHIN force.

It was a odnfused action. The four-gun Lattery was in a hastily-

prepared position with dirt emplacements. Whether there had
been infantry covering the guns; SINK'S men never had time %o
learn; by the time ﬁhe'EATCH—RABDSTEiN forca uama'up;'the 50 or
60 Germans defending the ﬁraa had all pulled back to within the =
gun position. The force started a double envelopmsnt; PATCH
o movihg around one flank with half the mah whilerRﬁUDSTEIN and

" the remaining men started a sweep around the hedgerows onm thé '
other. But waile they wafe.busy in this turaning movemant;_a-man
withra bazooka opened up on thabattery; firing from a'hedgerdw 
directly in front of the guns. The rockets hit among the men
snd emmrition with terrible effect; all fight died in tho

*The batteryts positicn had not been indicated on amy G-2 . =
reporta. . ' ' . '




survivors and the two groups under PATCH and RAUDSTEIN were
able to close in and destroy them with rifle fire. A ditph
behind the guns was choked with enemy dead when the ground

was overwhelmed.

The 5024 group reached the sceng in time to mount guard over
the guns, PATCH having decided to take his men on against

ST MARTE DU.MONT where a relatively strong enemy force was
still resisting. He got his men a little way into the village,
but then had to back away from it, afier accomplishing hardly
more than.a cursory reconnalssance. The Gérmans'were-using a
great deal of mortar flre and with strong effect. FATCH noted
that the fire wus pretiy well following the movements of his _
men and he.couoluded that it wos being regulated from an 0P in
the tower of the village church. He returned with some of hias
men to the battery at HOLHY; bore-sizhted one of the guns and
knocked the OP out of the steeple with the first couple of
rounds. 'Then his men preésed back into the village. Help was
at hand, Troops frﬁm the Fourth Infantry Division were coming
in from the other side, Under this double pressure, the enemy

withdrew via the flank,*

In the meantime, COL SINK, hearing by rummer of the results of
© the action at HOLDY, decided that he nesded the Gorman guns and

dispatched four Jeeps for that purpose; the orews were to tow

*F‘I‘om P.A.TCH .
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. leryman, TFrom SINK. -

‘the guns back to the CP and bring as much ammunition as thg

guns could bear. But the plan was thwarted. Even before FATCH
nad left the battery pogition, the lisutenant from 5024 Reglnen®
had oconfessed hig nervousness over th? gituation and had said
that the gnuns had better be destroyed, lest the Germans capture
them in & sounter-attack. PATCH dissuaded him tempurarily;
after PAICH was gone, a few shells began to fall around the bat-
tery (this wes probably mortar firve from ST@—MARIE DU MONT) and
the guard detall proceeded to blow three of the guns. FINK'S

detail arrived Just in time to save the fourth gun.¥

During the hours in wilch these various forces were sent by

SINK to thelr apncinted rounds; the CP seamed to become the

target of localized ccunter-attack by the énemy forces. Ths old
stons &welling_whidh'SINKIWﬁs using for his headquartars'waa in

a diSadvantagecus position; thers were low-lying hills oun two
sldes of 1it, Tob; individual riflemen began to crowd back into

the general area; sniper fire became incessant and it was all but
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impossible for any of the commanders to move far in any direction

without drewing fire from the hedgerows.** SINK got a few men

up to the nigh'grcund but their numbers were such that he knew

. *SINK took this gun along on the march to the DOUVE ard for

- Several days it augweanted the regiment's fire power. Iater, an

. lafantry lieutenant was usding it along the banks of that river %o
-reply to a German batitery which had been harmssing 506th. An ar-

. Gillery cautain ocame up to him and said: "Hers, let me handle

. thisI™ On the sSecoud round, the gun blew up, killing the artil-

- **It was the concensus of SINE'S trdops that in heﬁgersw:ccuntry]-f
© the gmource or rather the line of this irregular bullet fire can be .
_ detormined within an arc of 25° to 300 PR %
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he had no chance to hold if the enemy ﬁade a dstermined move

in his direction. In mid~afternoon, the CP came. under a peré
sigstent small arms fire from the hill line, -in such volume as
to indicate that a'substaﬁﬁial enemy force was closing in.

SINK cleaned out his headguarters and led all hands up to the
high ground: officers and the few wounded men grabbed rifles
and took their places in the fire line Along the hedgerows.
After about 30 minutes of exchanging fires, the enemy attack
subsided. Iate that afternoon, the Germans orowded in again
and SINK made another sally with his haadquartérs crew and beat

them back. But he was cerbtain that they would come on again,

probably in greater stength after the fall of dark, He explaipned

the situation to the 0ld Frenchman who lived in the house snd
advised him for his own gafety to go slsewhere. The Frenchman
asked: "Where will I go? Where would I sleep?" SINK had no

answer. The Frenchmen remained.

In the evening, MAJ GEN TAYLOR, BRIG GEN MC AULIFFE and their
headquarters party arrived at SINK'S CP, coming from the action
around POUFPEVILLZE.* Thore was a confersnce at which tenbative

plans were made for an advance southward on the folluwing morn-

'i ing. GEY TAYLOR felt that it was essentiasl to push on toward
- the DOUVE as rapidly as possible to meke sure that the bridges

*SINK had gone to HIESVILIE in the morning to contact the Di-
vislon CP and learn of ths general situation; he found only three
Junior staff members thero and could learn nothing. -

Lo -
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were blown—ea part of 501lst Regiment's mission., Unless that
were dona; there was presumsbly nothing to keep the enemy from
throwing his armor against the American flank. This general
sdvance would have to be prededed by & reoonnéiSSancs in foroce |
through VIHQVIiLE Having given this outline of his intentions,
GEN TATLOR went on to his CP. '

The night ceme on with SINK gtill hearing no word from his Third
Battalion. His total gtrength, ready for tge next day's work,
included about 225 men from First.Battalion, 300 from Second
Battalion; & platoon of AT guns, about 40 men from Bzd Diviaion
and men from various other units to the number of about 100.

A large nomber of prisoncrs'takeﬁ during D Day were mainly frqm
the German 6th Parachute Regiment. Many were quite young; some
were over-age. They did not appsar tc be first-class troops
physically, though their smmunition supply was plentiful and
their equipment wasg good. The majority'were'willingto talk;

That night SINK published the order for the movament which was
to got underway at 0430. The Aclst Glider Infantry Battallon,

ff:wmich had come off the Beach bthat afterncon, waas to be tha lead~

ing element in the advance through VIERVILLE to ST COME DU MONT.

. The Battelion was attached to 506th Rﬂgiment for the oparq*ion,
f;Eﬁrst Battallon, Second Babtalion Headquarters and attached AT

-+ guns and’ engineers weTe to follow, in that order.-

. But the glider battalion didn‘t keepﬂits'appdintment in time, ani

- 1t became First Battalion's task to lead off in the early morning,
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THE GENERAL ADVANGE

Alnost from the moment First Battallion stepped off, enemy
snipers begah to buzz around the forece's flanks and front. The
hedgerows served them well; particularly in the early morning,
before the light erew strong. Their tactics were of the sium-
plegt—~—=fire and fadé back. The advancing body rarely saw sny
sign of the enemy but its rankse hed to prdceed cautiously to
escape the searing fire. It became impossible to put the columu
over the dirt road which led into VIERVILIE. The numbers of |
th@ enemy seemed fow; thay operatod from behind the hedges and
tre¢s and from within the farm buildings whioh flanked the line
of advance, nevor continuing the engagement until it bacamg
posgible for the Amsricans to olosa'with‘them.. SINK'S worst
problom was to keep his mon moving into the teeth of this type
of opposition. He k@pt 8 fow men moving via the road, chiefly
for the purpose of draﬁing enemy firo. The greater part of his
atrength advanced roughly in skirmish lines-exﬁended.on either

side of the road. Booause of the nature of an advancé through

hedgerow country, this necessitated deployment over an exception~

ally broad rfront.*

- By 0900, First Battalion had reached VIEBRVILLE. Its comriendor,
- LT COL TURNER was in the VIERVILLE church when COL SINK and GEN
TAYLOR errived and SINK told TURMER that he was to continue .to
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attack toward the crossroads to the south of ST COME DU BONT;*
TURNER took this to mean bthat the orossrcads was to be his
objective for the day. But fhe Battalion could hardly get In
motion egain. While still among the VIFRVILLE houses, Company
C wag attacked by enenmy fiflemen wheo had crept in close along
the hedgerow lines south of the village. These scattering
Torces were driven hack slowly but they refused to dizengage.

Along each successive hedgerow, they built up a new fire line,

giving ground only whem the movement of Americans down the south-

ward-running hedges and ditches threatened thelr death or capture.

In two hours the Battalion advanced cniy 1000 yards. Come to
the orossroads below VINRVILIE (389-899) the Battalion pauded
for reorganization; and at that point things changed somewhat
for the better; six Sherman tanks from a unit which nad‘landed
on UTAH BEACH came fofward.to buck the line for the_infantry.
T@ey Jdmproved but did not wholly elter the situation. ‘Gompany
B, which was extended to rignt of the road; dontinued to draw
sharp fire from enemy skirmishers moving among the orcnar&s and
farm buildings beyond their own open flank; it was good cover

and the Company had libtle luck in fighting them off. Paced

by two tenks which were traveling via the road, Company A, which

was moving through fairly open country to 1ert of the road,
. noved righﬁ along_to BEAHMDNE, followed by Headquarters Gompany;
At about 1130,-the'enamy withdrew temporarily from in front of

*The witness on these pdintS'was the S~3, CAPT E. H. HOWELL,
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Company B, and the line was again straightened. However, COL

SINK had already taken stock of the situation and had concluded
that First Battalion would need help: at 1100, Gompany D, then
at ANGOVILLE AU PLAIN, got orders to move up and assist First

Battalion.

Thus far the Battalion had moved along sqmbwhat under wraps.
Despite that it was plentifully supplied with small arns am-
munition; SINK had warned hlge men not bo fire into hedgerows

or bulldings except té return fire. It was a preqautionnwhich,
‘he thcughtadvisable for the sake of his own psople; so many
paratroopers were still on the loose and lookinw for thelr
units through this countryside that indiscriﬁinats'fire wos as
likely to kill Ameriocans as Germansg, This special concsrn cost
SINE at least one firstclase opportunity. While he was at
VIERVILIE, he hadl seen several hundréd trooﬁs rilling around in
the open about 2,000 yards to tho south of him. They were on
fairly Tow groﬁpd, which faot enabled him to see them gquite
clearly,'but the Aistance was so great.that he could not make
~out their uniform. Both SINK and TAYLOR put them under glasses
but still could na%.idéntify thém. The men Were moving around
quite freely and seemed like a good target for long-range mﬁqhina'
gun firg. But SINK‘coﬁldn‘t—make*up hig mind. ﬁThey MUST be
our tTOstgﬂ‘ne'S&id‘tU TAYLOR, "Germans wouldnt be so.ﬁﬁmb;as
to ﬁove“arounﬂ like. that." So he held‘his fifa anﬂiﬁaﬁt a patrol

to investigate. The patrol got in close enough to make sure.




they were Germans but by then the enemy group was moving off
to the southward. SINE bad lost them to sight by the time the

PatrolIIBPOrted back ,* - 'i_

B Second Battalion was alse having heavy trouble. Though they

were following First Battalion, SINK had sheken them out to the i._

_ leftward of the main road with the general mission of clearing
éff the enenmy from the vicinity of ANGOVILLE AU PLATN, However,
. after First Battalion hed cleared through VIARVILLE, the enemy

ERE o -
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filtered beck around the flanks of the advancing line, agein
took up fire positions behind the hedges and in the houses and
~let looss a demoralising fire on Second Battalion as it oame

into the villege. There were casualtles all elong the line, the

men btook to the ditches and the Battalion remained hung up,

until four of the six Sherman tenks which had come forward to

SINK'S assistanca doubled back from the head Of the column and

Cing i e AT e

threatensd the Germens from the rear F*After several hours of

skirmishing, VIERVILLE was cleared for the second time end a

"large number” of the enemy (the exsct count is not known) was

§{ _ taken prisoner. Second Batballon then moved on to ANGOVILLE AU

PIAIN where Company D got its orders to march sastward and

. *It seems probable that thlg was the same German group which. - - RE.! .
fu - boullced -olf BALLARD'S battalion at 1ES DROUERIES and wase capbured 5:_—
by JOOISON at LA BARQUATIS, although this was never confirmed. . .
**pcoording to SINK, 4 tanks pesled off to help Second Battalion B
through VIERVILIE and 2 woat forward to Firsh Batiallon. However, . 1
HOWELL tells of 6 tanks getting forward to First Buttalion and - - B
then of 2 tenks leading the way into BEAUMONT, which indiocates. .
th%E the action of the tank force wes as indicated in this nar-
retive., - ' , ' : A : .
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strengthen the First Battalion's right flank:i 1t took two hours

or more for the Company to get over the ground.,

SINK had been hearing of First Battallon's diffioulties on the
BEATMCONT road: there was such ample tree aﬁd hedge cover off |
to the westward that scatbered enemy forces ooﬁld comg right

up to the right of his line and continue to move along and

harass it from the high ground paralleling the route of march. |
The aituation; he was told; was getting worse rather than better.
There were indieations that the Germens were moving arcund hoth
flanks along thé hedgérows. That was haw'the gituation was re-
ported to him and he decided to get forward and look things.

over.*

In fact, the Battalion was already having a brief respite with~
in BEAUMONT and was reorganilzing for another start. Before it
could_mcve out, the enemy lashsd hack st theﬁ again in a strong
counternéttack; Company B met this thrust and turned it, driv--
ing the Germans back along the hedgerows to a distance of about
ona—qﬁarter mile and killing 15 of them as they withdrew téward
the farmsteads over on.the'?ight. Once again the Eéttali¢n
gathered itéelf in BREAUMONT, then moved forward about 600 yards

',:‘toward ely COME DU MONT. Again it was counter-abtacked, the

© flankers moving arcund Company B's right until the Company had
to give ground ard fall back on the village. The leading Sherman -

*From SINK.
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wag hit by a German rocket and careesned backward around & bend
in the road,* COL TURNER got in the tank to dirsct the artillery
and machine zun fire. The tank moved around the bend again and
'wﬁé hit two or three times by rockets. For 20 minutas the bank
was mobtionless an& apparently disabled; then it backsed around
the turn ian the road again and TURNER got out and phoned for

an artillery observer. The letter got bthere at the same time |
that SINK reached the Forward line and the three men lay in a
roadside ditcn_and talked thingse over. TURNER 8Said that his
nmn.wére beihg hit hard by machine gun fire but that he felt

he had = chan&e to neutrslize their gung with‘tank artillary. ‘
SINK t0ld fim 40 g0 om with the tanks if he felt thad he oould,
then he added:"Be carefull"™ The tank started forward again.**
It went only a little way, TURHER relsed up out of the turret
suddenly and a sripsr shot him dead; in sieht of mainy of the
men on the forward line. That misfortune stopped the.ad#ance.
During all of this play; Company B was bolng heavily engaged
along 1ts right rear;land most of the strength of Headquarters
Compgny were shngagoed with it. AHAJ FOS%ER; taking over the ¢ o=
mand , declded thét he was in‘no.pesitidn to proéead and. Company
A wgs ordered back to BRAUMONT to reorganize again. AL 1600
Company B, supported'by two Sharmans; moved out agﬁinsﬁ the
Tortified farm duildings on the right flaﬁk and agsaulted them
with grenade and-baydnet;,the ehemy did ﬁot fold; and the depény.-

¥From HOWELL.
*EProm SINK,




reoolled once more on the village.*

The 1ight tanks; Company D and SINK, making a second trip to
his forward line; all arrived at one time., SINK had no inten-
tion of ecalling off the advaz@ce on 3T COME DU MONT and the
strength of Company D gave some promige that he was likely fo
get there. The Company counted 94 men—perhaps the largest
agsembly of the day.** As they marched into BEAUMONT, they
found the men of First Battallion clogely clustered together.

It was not a healthﬁf gituation. Hven aa they arrived there,_
they were met by a heavy concantration of mortar fire from a |
distance mixed with machine pistol fire from blose ranges. Most
of it went wide of the courtyard in which the men were gathered.
Company D, scarcely ohecking its strida; moved right out against
the enemy Eikimishars pressing in from the westward and drova
them back untll they were beyond :t-ifie shot of BEAUMDNT_. Until
1830, the Company marked time in BEAUMONT; then led off mn

the CARENTAN road. Only one light tank paced the Campany: Tsne
body of the First Battalion was strung out well to the rear,
with A, 0, HQ and D moving in that order.*** MAJ FOSTER had
been wounded in the late efternoon and:-the Battalion commend

had paséed to CAPT PATCH.

*From HOWEL
bk Accordlng to MAC E’ILIAN Company D's officers gathered tne
impression that 1t was TURIER 'S death rather than excessive
peraonnel losges which checked the Battalion. T
*¥From HOWELL.
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The men of Company D kept to the hedgerows and ditehes bub they
traveled a8 fast as they could‘go; The light tank hugged the

road and continued to rake the hedgerows with machins gun fire.
Every yard gained was ground which the enemy held and subsequent
examination of it showed strongly built fire pits and emplace-

ments on both sides of the roﬁd. Yot only ons man from Company

Dwas hit, It was bocause the tenk kept moving end firing and
the Germans were never given e chance to get their beads up,

80 the men thought.* But also they fired as they went along.

By now they were gettling close to the countryside whera CQOL
BALLARD and his men WGra engazing the enemy at IES DROUERIES.
The situation there and its relation to COL JOHNSON'S strained

situation at LA BARCUZETIE were prime reasons why COL SINKE hed
continued to prod his column alpng; even after the temporary
repulse at BEAIUMONT. By direction of the Divislon commander, he
had suspended JGHNBO&‘S order directing BALLARD to advance to
1ES DROUERIES. SINK felt that he nseded BALLARD'S battalion

and the position which he hed already establisked at LES DROU-
ERTES as a springboard from whleh to launch his own aﬁtack_through
ST COME DU MONT toward the DOUVE bridges. By the saﬁa token,

ir hé succeeded, the pressure sgainst both JOHNSON. and BALLARD
would be eased and he would achieve the final objectives avound
the CARENTAN bridgehesd which had thga_far eluded 50lst Regi-
menﬁ. The sector of 10lst Division would then be fairly-wellr

_*This-came\from MAC MEZLAN and a grouy of his non-coma.

".43 -



consolidated .

But despite the celerity of Company D's advance, the difficulties
of the attack were still enormous. The reiative freshness

of that body as compered with the battle-wearinsss of the rest
of the column; nilitated sgeinat a maintenance of order in the
movement. It would heve been hard enough in any case to keep
farces in juncturs and bto mske sure that the column was reason-
ably well closed-up from front to rear: the resurgent and Ir-
regular charsoter of the opposition and the cut~-up naiture of
the hedgerow country wers major interferences which kept the
different parts of the column from seoing and feeling one
atother. The need for speed was such that they moved ahead as

rapidly'as they couldd, not worrying'abcut these things. Company

D was.in very much of a fog about the situation into which it

was moving. They knew that friendly troops were supposed to be
somewhers on ahead; though exactly where, no one had told them.
80 a8 they apprOachéd the arossrdads'east of ST GOME DU MONT,
they put up oranze Fflares~—the friéndly'signal. Prombtly tnayf‘
got orange flares back fram'ﬁoth flanks. It cheored them greatly.
The word passed'arounﬂ: ﬁﬁriendly'troopﬂ on both flanks.® Thé, |

‘stepped outb more'frealy. Then fire came at thom from both sides

 and, they ran through it as repidly as thoy could, st11l figuring

that some of their own comraﬁes wers making e mistake.* a1l af

*Saidkdu‘MTlLAN and. uIEAYER "It had to happen to our men a

~ second tlme—at the crossrosds below ST COME DU MONT-—bafore any |

- of us caught on to the fact that the Germans now understood the

psriar S

- orange signal and wore usin@ it against ua.".
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this time the men of Company D had becn hearing heavy firing
over . on their left; it continued to mystify them as they did

not know anything about the fight BALLARD and his men were
having at LES DROUERIRS nor aid thuy suspsct that they wero
pagsing right through the jaws of a Germen force, part of which
was containing BAILARD;‘and the'remaindef; including some anti-

tank elements, was deployed directly north of ST COME DU MONT.

It remained for CAPT PATCH and his Battallon to uncover what
Company D had cscapcd. That command had already bocome splitb
by the difficultics of the march. About 30 men from Compaiy A
and 40 from.Haadquérters Conpany had pushad on ahead of the
main body and had closcd-up ae a sort of apnondage to Company

D~—then well past the corosgsroads—whsh on approaching the cross-

roads the tank which was pacing tho Battalion was struck dead-
on by & German rocket and complotely disabled it. Almost ab

the moment of the explosion; machine gun fire from the field
positions north of ST COME DU MONT broke all around the infantry '
line. No groat damﬁge was dono . by the machine gun fire., More
‘because of what had happened to the tank than anything elsc,

the men jumped'for bover._ That endod First Battalion's forward
movement for the'day. The Battallon went to work with rifles
and machine guns on the positions ahead. The local firé Pight
continued until a decroass in the‘encmy fire reassurcd First
Battaliog.fhat_it had at'léast dentod tha eﬁemy position. In
any case, it was-througn marching‘forfthe day,. And 80 were the
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elements ﬁf'company A and'Headguarters Company which for &
time had strung along with Gam@aﬁy D. They got as ﬁar a8 ths
high ground.to the south of the orossroads and to right of the
main road a little southeast of §T COME DU MONT. There they

drew fire from ensmy positions on the outskirts of the village;
it stalled their movement and they continued to engage on this |
ground, killing a number of ﬁhe enemy and taking four prisoners.

Company D Kept right on going.*

If Company D had been pushing its luok, at least 1t had been
pushing, and thus far veloecity alone secemed to have carried it
safely throuzh and past the dangers which had stalled the perts

of the column which had acted less boldly. That reward remained

constant—or very nearly sc. The Company cane at last to the

crossroads south of ST COME DU MONT. This was home base—the

far objective given the Company when it had received the abtack

order back in BRAUMONT.** 8o the Company halted, waiting for

The

support to come up. Ab that moment, ite fortune changed.

tank which had led the advance all the way from BEAUMONT was

struck by a German rocket; the vehiéle was disabled and several

- ¥HOWELL is the witness as to the men of Companies A and HQ
breaking off from the rest of the Battalion. It is corroborated
by PATCH who tells of the rest of the columi being stopped by
tbe accident to the bank. PATCH is also the witness as to the
‘action of the ™At and YHQ" men to southeast of S QOMET DU MONT.
In the original resord, it refers to these elements having
"eaught up” with Company D on this ground. That is corpect.
But they broke away from them Immedimtely aftor. HOWELL tells.
of the Company agaein picking up thesec elements on their return
march some time around 2330.

**rrom MAC MILLAN
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members of the orew were killed. For geveral days thereafter, ‘ fﬁ
the hull remained there at the'intersaction, a dead man Iin- :

side., The place came to be known as "DEAD MAN'S CORNER.n®

However, the Company took this loss in stride. The mission
was already done and the men figured they could hold what they ]

had galined. Too, the compﬁny had received unexpected reen-

forcemente~—of & kind. At nﬁe intversgetion as the Cowpany came
up was & convay of 8 Amerlcan trucks loaded with Quartarmﬁster
supplies., By some accident; the convoy had becoms lost; ang
by aome miracle, it had driven right thrcugh snemy-held ST COME
DU MONT wivhout receiving a bullet. The lead driver had his
flashlight out aud was locking at a map when MAC MILLAN and

his men came along; until MAC MILIAN told him, he snd his com-
pranions were guite vaaware that their trucks representsd the
spearpoint of the American advance. MAC MILIAN told the btruck-
ers that they'd butter stay with the Company if they wished to
get out alive, and to gome of the other officers he remarked:
"It looks just like a field problem—tiucks weilting here to

carry us home,mF*

SINK, who was now at his OF in ANGOVILLE AU FLATN, d4id not know
that Company D hed gone o the crossroads, though having gotten

word that PATC had Teached ground just north of ST COME DU KONT,

he began to suspect that hls force was already over-extended.

*Irrom SINK.
F¥From MAT MILIAN,
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FATCH dld not know how far Company D's advange had continued

hut he felt that nis own position wag gtrong enough that he

could spend the nightthsre; this confidencs was greatly strength-
ened when at about 2330, MAC WILIAN, having falled to receive
support at the far crossroads, fell back on PATCH'S position,

with Company D escorting the truck convoy.*

Having sized up their situation this way after enjoying just a
taste of victcry; they wers chagrined when at midnight COL SINK
ordered them back tc BHAULONT .  SINK told them that he could
not explain by radic why he wanted the retrograde movement: the
Tact was that he had been sorely temphied to leave them there

but had decided finally that he was unduly exposing and endanger—

ing this relatively small body.**

At 0030; the fall-back got underway and by OlBO'mpst of the
foree was back in BEAUMONT. There was one notable exception:
Compeny D hadn't quite run its course for the day. It was a
leat touch of irony that when the order for a retirsment came
through; mogt of the men of Jompany D took it that they were
relieYed and would go back to their own Battalion. Under CAPT
GROSS, they marched all the way to ANGOVILLE AU PLAIN ana didatt
learn uwntil they reached fhare that thay were to attack next
norning from sn LD just_bsyond BEAUMONT. So they then doubled
back to BEKUMUNT; having lost so mueh time in this unnecessary

*FTOM.HEWELL PATCH and MAC MILLAN
**From SINK.
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detour that they were given less than an hour's rest before

forming for battle in the early morning.*

Some reenforcements had arrived late in the afternoon, and dur-
ing D FLUS 1 night, SINK'S force gontinued to grow. The greater
part of two artillery ‘tattelions had come in. EWEIL'S bat-
talion of 5Clst Regiment had come in and BALLARD'S battalion
of the same-‘Regiment had at last gotten the upper hand-in the
fight at 1ES DROUERIES. The 40lst @lider Infantry Battalion
had reported a trifle belatedly and a few additional light
tanks had arrived from the Beaoh.

The 1018%'3 battle ts far had been carried along by rather
neager forces. The prineiple of surprise had been re~vindi-
cated by the results. Now for the first time a considerable
task foree had formed up and concentration was the dominant of
operatwn. That night the plan wes. publisheﬂ for tne attack |
southward through the town which Company D already had out-
flanked but which was thought to be shel‘taring q_uite a number
of G-ermans ¥

4s for SINK'S Third Battallion—or rather thet portion of it

| which Waé embodied in CAPT SHETITLE'S force at the mouth of the
DOUVE 3ﬁ£ﬁ»~it éontiziuea its solitary battle, unhelped by the
others, wholly out of touch with them and de pi‘i#ed of all in-~

formetion as to how tnihgs were proaeeding alsewneré'throughout

*From MAC MILLAN.
**Brom STV,

-89

Datsse |




the beachhead. During the morning of D FLUS 1 day, the enemy
ned confined his effort to shelling the general area with ar-
tillery and mortars. The Apmerican foree held om. About 1200 |
&lflight of P-47'8 appeared overhead. TWith the help of a cut-
up signal panel; SHETTLE asked for bombing of the enemy po-
sition., Apparently the formation gob the signal. At 1430 the
P-47's returned and dropped about 12 bombs, three of which
landed in SHEfTLE‘S ground while the others landed on or arcund |
the bridges. Further damage wes prevented by the quiek action
of CHAPLATN MC GEE who waved an identification flsg in front

of a plaﬁéﬁﬁhiah‘was comlng in low %o strafe tha position.
Aboutb ona'haur lzoer a force of apprroximately 200 Gormans was
seen approaching the Amarican position frum thé rear. SUSTTLE
and the others built up‘a dofensive Line facing rearward and
flank patfola wére dispatoehed Lo keop the eneny foree under
close observation as it cams on. The patrols made ocontact with
the Germans as they began to deploy into a woods about 300
yards to the American rear; they thon wunt into;aotinn with
whatever weapons they carried. There was s short but brisk
fire fight. The.enemy, appayently uﬁder the impression that
they were deﬁling with éuperiof forces, begaﬁ to asurrender in
groups of 25 or 30, Bj.day’s end; SHETIEE'S-group_had taken

- 255 prisoners and had killed 35 or 40 Germans. The night rassed
quietiy'except-fer a ﬁriéf peridd whan‘an,ennmy-gfoup trised to
complete the destruction of the bridéas; They were driven back

by small arms five. 'Tha Amerieans found some sdditional small
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arms amunition during the darkness. What heartened them

most, however, was that they came acrogs anothor bundle con-

taining & 60 mm mortar and about 80 rounds of HE ammunition.*

*Prom SHETTLE and o group of his officars.
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seeméd to be responding only te one main impulss-—to getraway,
if they coﬁld; t0 beyond the CARENTAN marshes. While every
 hour had brougbt greater cohesaion in the Ame:c-ican foree, the

rate of digintegration in the enemy was even more rapld. It

is indicated that these contrasting effects were due less to
heavy CGernan }osses in the early hours than to the shock re-
sulting from surprise. The disarrangement of the Qerman plan
of defenge wrought by 10lst Divisionta attack would account in
part for'tne collapse of well-organized resistance. But beyond
the measure of any strictly tactical disadvantage, the enemy
appears to have become victim of an acute t.ér:m::‘ which numbed
his movements. Otherwise, BALIARD could goarcsely have Survived.
While his emall group was picking eway at one cornsr of the
outer defensss of ST COME TU MONT, other ohony forees were go-
ing past him which mleght quickly have brolen him in e vise.

Some of these enemy elements appear to have been holting in
planless escape.® Others may have been Tighting a delaying
action at and around ST COME DU MONT to cover the CARENTAN cause-
wey bridges so that the troops to the north of them would have

a chance to come on through.

BALIARD remained where he wa.a; $ti11 fighting, and the force

under SINE came on down to him from BEAUMONT and ANGOVILLE AU
PLAIN. He wes holding dowa the left flank of SINK'S zeneral

position when the Amcricen force formed up on the night of

- *This is not a gratultous assertion but 1s simple émphasis

on the contrasting action of the force opposinz JUMK. nd %
force driven back by SINK. pposing JOHNSON and the
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D PINS 1., But it was for & short time only. His men had been
pretty well used up in two days of combat; it was believed that
they would be of little ua.a on the next morning except as a
general reserve. First Battallon of the 40lst Glider Infantry,
which had come in over UTAH BEACH, was put behind BALLARD with
orders to attack through his position at O445. The glider
infantrymen were to proceed forward from that line, slant off
to the leftwsrd of ST COME DU MONT, advance to the main road
~beyond the tbwn; get to the CAREHTM\I causeway and blow the
bridges—the mission assigned initially to COL JOINSOH and
501st Regiment. MYext in line to the right was the scra}tch force
of Third .Baaﬁcﬁwzzul:'n.on’,t 5019t Regilment, unider LT COL EWALL, which
had picked up some additionsl) atrengith. The Battalion had ar-
rived long past midnicht and ¥new very little of the general

. situation and problem, EWELL held about a 4Q0-~yard sector of

the frbz_:mt during the night; at the jump-off, he was supposed

to attack straight through, aiming at the main highway just be-
iow ST QOME DU MONT. Two Battalions of 506th Regiment in column
held &dwn the extreme right; they were to move directly upon
the town. SINK had put his weight on this flank , figu.ring that
the main ensmy resistance would he srcountered in and around the
houses of ST COME DU MINT. However, in the two companies, 4 and
D, which were carrying the 'assrault.for 506th Regiment, the out»_
look was not too favorable. Company D had wasted most of the
night and much of 'its strength in Fubile ma:c‘ching., Having
marched almosfb to GAREI‘ITAII; the cumiaény had been _recalléd to
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ARGOVILLE AU Pi.AIl‘T and then doubieﬁ back to BEAUMONT upon get-
ting the order to join the attack, It was going on toward
ﬁAOO gnd the hour of thé atteck when Company D finished its
oircls tour and arrived at ths line of departure. Most of the
men had no knowledge of the s_tuabion, The company arrived
too late to get orders, and in thé absence thereof, the men
talked it over and decided thr¢ their mission was to go on to

the same intergection where tiey had been the night before.*

The artillery planning and » repaxration were as elaborate as

the time and circumstances - ermitted. The guns had registered
in on 15 targets around ST /OME DU MONT and LES DROUERIES some
time around midnight and tf 3 artillerymen were given their
orders for the following m. .1-ning. _The;sr were to pub a prepara-
tory fire on these selected targets—mainly suapleatea enemy
atrong points and the road intersections. Thén the fire was o
pull back toward SINK'S line; steady and then move forward agalwr
with the infantry timing ite advence to follow this rolling 5
rage. The fire would jump forward 100 yards every four ninutes
The initial screen would be .ccntinu'ed for 10 minutes, howaver;

to give the foot foree a falr chance. to catoh up with it and to

*Phis is from MAC MILIAN SINK lmsw none of these details.
IOWELL said he was present with GROSS at HEAUMONT at 0345 ‘and
eard him get clear instructions from SINK .as to where he was
o go during the attack.  But the exact line of advance, so
ar as HUWELL could r:member, waan'f Specitied. SINK. couldntt
ecall the details. o - :
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prevent the attack getting off to s ragged gtarb.*

But despite these precise caleculations the prospects for the
attack wers already awry because of circumstances beyond the
control of the commanderg. The asssult battalions in center

énd on right had reached the LD at nearly the last moment and
their men were in a state of near exhaustion. Too 1little tims
remained for full coardiﬁatien s#ven had the command been fresh;
as it was; the oommand was sleep-walking, Officers and men had
kept going too 1ong and were now traveling on their nerve. Said
CAPT PATCH of the situation on the rlaht: "The men were so tired
that we could not undergtand orders clearly even when they wers
clearly given, -It.is poasiblé that we got an order and it made
no 1mpfe:sion on ug.” As to whether a olear order had been
given; naming the objectives and specifying the lines of}éﬂvance
toward them; there 18 no answer. ‘later, COL SINK could not
remember his orders in detail and no two of his subordinates
could agree on their undaratanding-of the orders and plan.. They

tried, but they hed simply blanked-out on thet night.

*No written orders were given the artillery. In fact, the 87
COME action waa fought without written orders of any kind, What
is said here about the artillery is COL BINK'S best recollection
of his instructions. He was interviewed on 2023 July 1944 at the
Regimental CP. SINK was hazy on many of the Gobtalls of the
action, {This was true of all of the officers.) It appears to
heve been the case that most of the participants were by that
time so exhausted that they bhad only vazue impressions of what
happened. 7The absance of records in Alrborne Normandy 1s nowhars
more disturbing than in the ST COME action. There are many miss-

ing pisces-—arguments about objsctives, disagreaments about. orderg

and messages, even disputes as to where certein units were when
the astion began, : o S
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Just as the first ligﬂt wag breaking, the preparatory fire—
high'explosive shell mixéd with white phosphorus—was unloosed
on the town and ite cutworks. Insofer as the watching infantry
could judge; it looked guite effective.® At 0445 the rolling
barrage got stérted and about 10 ainutes later the first groups
of infantry arose and began to move forward along the hedgerows
anfi ditches., The timing of thé artillery wasn't well adjusted
to the pace of the infaniry; it lingered tco long. Some of
506th's groups had to halt several times %o kesp from runnins
into theirqun Tire. After several of these perioedic 1lifts, the
.artillery fire moved on into the distance beyond the town houses
- and the aﬁvanning men zaw nothing more of the effect of their
own gung. At 0500 the Germens in ST COME DT MONT put up & heavy
Smokaécreen to north of the town, JINK judged that this was
purposed to cover the withdrawal of outpoat lforces juat ahead

of his troops K% T

By that hour the infantry attack was alresdy twisted out of
control though SINK 4id not yeﬁ realize 1t. On the far right
of the line among Company A of 506th,Regiment, some of the men
failed to get the order and =imply held their ground. Tha amount
of snemy resist&nce wes nob formidahla in the early atages and
there was little firve from the hedgeraws north of 8T COME DU‘MDNT.
Even su, the Amerlcan advance'was taking an ublique shirt tUWard
*Theae details ware glvan by SINK and his Gws Secticn, and

supported by EWELL.
‘What is sald here of tne artillery quotes SINK directly.
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the left which was throwing the movement out of balance and
' beginning to stall the operation. This confusion oOf purpose

arose from several factors whioh combined to make lt a moat
netural 4rift, .

The boundery of the Bg‘ttalinn in the center and the Battal:.mn
on the right was the ﬁEAUMOM;—GABEIG‘I‘AN road which by-passed
| ST GOME DU MONT on the eagt. Several fields, screened by
stoutly-embanked hedgerows, lay between this road and the town,
‘I‘hus. by this route there was less hazard of direct fire from
| tha main enemy positions acd for ths troops o:i the risht that
prospect was mick lags forbidding than an assault Girectly on
.the'town.* C4APD PATCH, who wan commmnuding, went into the attack
without having eny clear idea of Ais Battalion objective or
whlch way he was suppossd to move. He saw his men move auto-
matically toward the EHAUMONT-CARENTAN road as if they were sure
this wis what was intended. In thé a_basnee-of clear orders from
the commandar; 1t was an inevitable agsumption and action on
~ their part. Company D had been down this seme road ,t‘he- night
before and had cleared it all the way to 'bha" intersection below
ST COME DU MONT. (dven a .ohoiea'; they would be certain to
gravitate toward the apprpaéh which tlmy-already knew and whare
they'had reascn to belleve the golng would be fairly easy. r'In-
deed, 'the:,r found it 'so. Once ‘aga..i'n_, cﬁmpany‘ D noved straight
o 'ddwn_ to. IBAD MAN®S CORNER. They werse virtﬁally uno;ppbsad..

*PATCH'S own stabement,
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By ‘0700 the Company's left flank was at the intersection,
having reaohed'there baefore any part of EWELL'S force had hit S

the mein roasd. Then they moved north along the main road to-

ward ST CGCME DU MONT, but finding themselves pretty much alone,

they made no effort to press on into the town. The Campany

took up favorable ground some distance south of the houses and v

continued to git om it. They attracted no attention from the b

main forces of the enemy though through the day they recelved
seattering bullet fire from the dirsction of the CARENTAN 'Hf

marshes,*

The firgt effect of this leftward'mnvamﬁnt, and on the subsequent

drift of the other 506th elements which it precipiteted, was to

R

erowd EWELL, since the circumstences wers such that the whole

line could mot give way bo the left. First Battalion of 401st i
Regiment, which had come through BALLARD'S lines, was held on

its own left flank by the swamp and held along its front by the f
remaining enemy positions along the high ground southeast of i

LES DROUERIES., EWELL therefor couldn't do sny orowding in that b
‘d@irection.. He and his Battalion hed no ohoice but to procaad' |
via the road toward the assigned objective~—the maln road below

ST COME DU MONT.

That was what they 4id, and at firat,_while.they were mo#ing
through the first fields to geﬁ to the rbad, they ware not

*Phis was related by PATCH and supported by the company
officers. - .
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cremped for meneuver space. The Battalion went forward with
two companles in line; each company with its platoons in column.
It wes the best way to move along the hedgerows. The rolling
parraze covered them untll they zot almost to the large estate
buildings at I1ES DROUERIES. There the assault platoons ran
bodily into the first forceg of the enemy, The shelling had
begun to rout the Germans out of their ground and when they
saw the Infantry coming on; they tried to pull away cowpletely.
EABLL'S men ran on through the field. Because of the intervening
hedgercows there was no chance for clear shooting at these flee-
ing troops. The advance'w\ent on brol:eni_ty, the ps_ratmopérs Tun-
ing a few yardé; then stopping to fire from the shoolder as they
saw thelr targets pop out from behind ths hedges. The killing
distance was enything from 50 yards down to a few featb, Withou‘t_
closing oucé to bayonet polnt, the Battallon kKilled about 35
of the enemy in going thrbugh IES TROUERIES. The advance de-
strcyéd most of what remained of- _tjne prépared Gorman defensive
line northeast of ST GOME DU MONT, which line hed Tun spproxi-
mately southward to BSE ADDEVILLE and fi-om ﬁhere,-' wesliward by
south toward ST COME DU MCNT.*' The German paratroopers who had
come in the night Beforé had exténded_ the position by moving'
inte a line of foxholes west of IKS DROUERIES. They pulled out
when the Americen advances start'ed. Inatead of using the position
as a pivot for maneuver, the enemy mobile tro'op_s tried to bamok

away. 3o deing, they were-daatroy‘ed'in detail.

*The extent of the German position wé.s shown on a captured
overliay. - . ' :
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‘It was right after that that the complications arose, BWELL
and his men continued on to the BEAUMONT-GARENTAN road. On
their left; First Bat’oallion of 401st Regiment was being stub-
bor'nl_y contasted by the Germans remaining :Ln the prepared po-

_ sitioﬁs of the BSE ADDEVILIE line., Thils pressure against their
own left tended to drive Jpol_st's‘ right toward EIWELL'S sector
and these trbops began to crowd toward the road. At the road
junction below LES DROUERIES, EWELL bumped for the first time
into the right flank of 40lst. He made a brief halt for re-
organiza{:ion; then found that men from the 506th were crowding
in so aleng his right flank that he was in danger of being
pinched ocut. He could see some of their men on the road ahead

of him. 8o he had mo choice but to halt his own Battalion and

try to get some help in straightening out the general situation.

He went over and _ccmiplained to CAPT HOWELL ebout it. That ofm
ficer called COL SINK and asked what shouid be done; by thils tiine_,
both battalions of 506th had pulled off leftward and were moving
past ST GOME DU MONT slong the rosd running through EWELL'S
sector., The chancé for én orderly progression of the attaclt—
through the troops of the right proceeding along the shorﬁest

line upon the town itself-—was thus already lost., SINK told
HOWELL: "Move the 'B'a‘ttalion' to the right 'and take up a 'defensivs

position to kesp the Germans from attacking from the west . w*

*This comes from WOWELL. EWFLL thousht he had directed his re-
marks to Third Battalion of 504th but HOWEIL says that he talled .
to EWELL and took the action here reportsd. SINK =said that he re-
called only that he had told the 506th Battalions to attack to-
ward the town: EWEL], gaid that when he talked later to SINK about
the crowding, this was what SINK told him about the orders which .
had besn given. HOWELL said the Battalion had been told to attaock
toward the crossroads and this was what it did by the sbortest
rovie. - : : ; c
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But it had become impossible to execute the order &s a Bab-
talion. Farts of Companlea A and D were already down at the
road interseotlion or moving north from it. Whereas the left
tlank of Conpany D had moved via the road to DEAD MAN'S GURNER,
the right flank had tried to move through the flelds east of
the town. Ag they galned to about even with the houses; they
caneé under ensemy artillery fire ang wa:fe gtopped. The Company
had been moving rigzht alongz the hedgerows, routing a few eneumy
from prepared posltions along the edpes of the fields. Ounce
immobilized by the artillery fire, they could not get goinz
again., They stayed on the ground sast of the town and engaged

it with ritles and arenades.*®

Companies B and C breogme irmohllized in aveut the same manner.,
As they moved throunh the fields betwsen the town and the road,
they becamo enpaged Iln hedgerow fighting with small 'groups of
the enemy who were widely seattered but well dug in over this
ground—~the sane gréund whare Company D's right flank had bog~
ged down, There thay ata:}ed, s0 preatly dispersed that it was
imposgible to collect thum and get the attack going again. The
head of Company A had followed Company Dfs left flank to DEAR
MAN'S CORNER, and the balance of the Compeny was stfung m;t
along the road,** So when HOWZLL got his ordser to have the Bat-

tallon close on the villase from the ‘east, the bés’c " he eould do

*

**From MAC MIZIAN and STPAYE&_{.

Fron PATCH,
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wed tO collect s part of Headquarters Company from ons of the
rields to the east of the romd and put it in motion. The men |
of Headquarters Company moved through the ground whepre Companies
B and C had become immobilized swnd proceeded to the firet line
of housos on the east side of ST GOME DU MONT. As they wemt to
wm cleaning out the buildings, German patrols pushing in from

the right (north) begah to turn them and threaten thelr line of

[,

retreat. So the Compeny pulled back., But it had in those brief
moments made the only actual penetration of ST QOME DU MONT

which ocourred at any time quring the day.*

The artillery which had stopped Company D's right flank had
given the sector a pretty general shakedown., CAPT JERRE S. GROSS,
Company D's commander, had established hia CP in a field to the

left of the road bslow LES DROUERIES. He was atanding boalde

a tree talking to the Eattaiion Commander, MAT FOSTER, ebout the
progpect of an sdvance agelnst the causeway bridges. A shell -
from one of the CARENTAN guns hit the tree, killing GROSS end en
en_g.ineer‘ officer and wounding FOSTER., It was about the orily
real hurt to the Company coming of this daytsaotion

EWELL'S battalion took a few losses from the shelling whils the
nen were marking time in the fields waiting for EWELL to get the
situation clariried. He w_é.a only partway successtul , sﬁm*s

wrder at least clearcd the 506th's elements out of EWELL'S path

*From HOWELL.
*¥prom MAC MILLAN,
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though it did little to increase 506th's effectivenass. In
the flelds to eagt of the town, there contlnueﬂ 10 be a melee
and a had mixing of compa,nies., Unitg had crossed and recrossed
each other's line of mdvance and the effeet of the hedgerows.

had scrambled the situstion further. The campanies had become

wrapped around one another and now nobody was moving. On EWELL'S

i1eft, too, the situation seemed to be stagnating; the 4018t
wasn't moving and nobody seemed to know why. About. 080C, EWELL
decided fto move his own Battalion out witpcut'ﬁvaiting for sup-
-port on his left or the resumption of operations ou his right.
He ‘gtarted them out again in column of companies. The Germari

ar'billery contim.ed itg fire but d4id nob dc esyecial darﬂage.

The Battalion moved right on down to the main road and toolcr.up
position to the east of if. Thﬁt put_EWEIL next the .Ge:pﬁzan
main artery of‘ communication. i‘et ag he moved hig men into
this backwsﬁup-..lﬁosition, he hed the feéling that the Germans. in
ST COME DU MONT were alréady bégiﬁning to withdraw toward the
west, | He could see same signa of mcwament in that. direction-~
a Low wagons getting out small groups of men moving along the
-hedges. He knew that he ought to get out to west of the town
and Ty to block the exit but he figured his force was mich £00 |

Neak Tor that. So he décidéd "to-ccintinue dn @own the road and

seize the GARENTAN caugeway anﬂ the bridgas. If they were golng_ o

;o get out anyway, that. might at least l:aep them from surging
"_""-From EWELL.




baclc. The Battalion started on this mission while tha morning
was still fresh, got only a little way down the road and ran
into heavy fire from the houses around PONT DE DOUVE. EWELL

figured that there ‘wers at least two machine guns, one AT plece "

and "guite g few™ riflemen covering the caussway approach. He
was undecided what to do next then 88 T, fire from GARENTAH
began to fall around him and thet forced his decision. He
ordered his men to retrace their steps' after first Gall‘if-'e fOI‘
the American artillery to g0 to work on the POZNT DE IJDUVE po—

sition, only to discover that his wire had gone out.

The Battalion then closed back to the same"ground it had held

near DEAD MAIT'S CCRNER. Even while tiase Battalion was déploying,' X

it was h:Lt from the north by Germans who apjpeared to be coming
dowa both sides of the ST GOM:E} DU MONT road in ccunter attack.
EWELL 'S men could: see almost notning of the enemy , -Tne action
began with the crackle of rifles and Schmeissers fired from a.
distance with the bullets flying erratl_eally overhead.- The
neise became stafadily lcudér the aim 'better as-tna Germana
worked thelr way forward along the hedgeraws: and d:l.tches. curi-
ously enc;ugh ‘the left flaenk of Gompany D, Sﬁéth, _Whlch haﬂ de-
Plﬂyed on ground to eagt of. the ST GOME DU MGNT rnaﬂ and to the
north of HWELL'S pas:r.t:.on was not pothered by this thrust gor
by the attacks which came on subsequently, a circumstance which
indicates that the pressure agalngt :EWEI.L was ccming malnly from

Lnflltra'tlons in the. fields to west of the road. T,he: units

]




sprawled over the ground t0 east of the town likewise were
never pressed. On EWELL alone fell the weight of the German
counter effort and in retrospect, it is sedy to See why. The
Battalion, moving first to the south and then to the northward s
hed become the ohief threat to the German plan for & withdrewal,

whereas the other elements of .the attack had become static.

: The first slcimish opened about 0930. From then until 1600,
FWELL and his Battalion were given no quiet. The Germans kept
surging back, making siz attempts in all to drive BWELL end his
men back from the road . Each gﬁtaok was a little better organ-
ized than the one which precedsdit. - ‘Each time the yolume Qf
fire bullt up more threateningly. Fach time;_ the Germans ci"o_séq
~to within cne hedgerow of the Ba‘btalion*s forward line, There
131195’ would lose o few men from the rire whioch EWELL'S men wers
pouring into the thorn and the embankments. After facing the

danger for & few minutes, the aui-vivors WOuld fade baclc.

In the beginning, EW'#I.L had deployed all o:r:' his men ’bﬂ eadt of
the road. They were there whsn the first counte'r--att-ack hit.
That Pa::"b of the German force which came down the rields to west

of the road got abreast of EWELL and seized a am_ll Bill off the

Battalion flank. The hiil dominated.the road, and' once it pessed

into eneny hands, BWELL imm.adia,ts..,y recognized the adventages
of the position. When the oounter~attaa1ﬂng I‘orce faded back, it
1e:f't & detachﬂmnt holding the hill. Tt remained in enemy hends

for only a few minutes, BEWELL put 25"m§aﬁ_ é._cross the road emd :




they took the hill by storm, killing the Germans who defended

it.. The seizure of this ground gave the Battalion a noprth-
facing lixie straddling the road. For the next few hours the
hill position served as a pivot for the general defense. The
eneny continued to come on, attacking from three sides. But
their movements were not well coordinated and the thrusts were

met and beasten down individually.

At 1430 the Germans made their strongest attack, delivering

the heaviest fire of the day egainst the American right flank.

The fire bescame too hot. The right flank dissolved and fell

back one hedgerow. FWELL was then to west of the .road standing

at the base of the hi..“.Ll;_' it 1ooked’ to him as 1f his whole.po—
sition was about to collapse. He sprinted to the top of the
hill; shouting to the men who were positicned there: "Follow

me!" then he turned back at a run and they followed him on down -
the hill., Close together, they ran avound the rear of-the hedge-
row along which.his men on the I_‘i{;-;hﬁ were engaglng the enemy and
oharged in from the flank against the German force. Three Ameri-.
ean light tanks had reacheé thé scene in this crisis. They
~moved in frontally egainst the German line while EWELL snd his -
men fired from the flank‘, raking the hedgerows with their ma-
chine guns as. they advanced. The men.r.rom EWBLL'S righ_t fiank
fell in behind the ténks. in :Lihe of skirmishers. Unﬂ"ar' this

pressure, the Germans faded 'back, leaving their dead and wounded.

Phat heppened at about 1500. There was sbill no sign of support— .




