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TI33 LOVJER CAUSEWAYS 

3n a l l ,  t b r e  were four  causeways which conneoted UTAH BEACE 

with t h e  s o l i d  ground of NORMANDY. The 502d Reeiment had 
,-- 

been given t h e  t a s k  of securing t h e  two northermost e x i t s  

t o . f a o i l i t a t e  t h e  pnssage inland of the  f o r c e s  coming by sea- 

g r  incipa1J.y from t h e  Four th  I n f a n t r y  Division.  The s e i z u r e  .- 
of t h e  two southern e x i t s  was part of t h e  mission of t h e  

506th Parachute In f an t ry  Regiment. 

The t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  and the  na ture  of t h e  ground i n  the 

opera t ion  aga ins t  t he  southern e x i t s  were s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  oon- 

d i t i o n s  confror,t ing 5026 Regiment f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  northward.* 

The mission was coxsidere8 an  i d e a l  one f o r  paraohute t roops  

and the  opera t ion was t i ough t to  be so  timed that t h e  sea-borne 

f o r c e s  would a r r i v e  before t h e  enemy could build up a s t rong  

counteq fo rce .  
. ... 

On t h e  ex t reae  l e f t  f l a n k  of the  Beach, t h e  cauaeway i t l e a t i -  

f iod  i n  t h e  opera t ions  plan a s  E x i t  Ro l t i e d - i n  wi th  t h e  high- 

way n e t  of the  COmNTIN PENITJSm just t o  t h e  west of f?OKPPE- 

V I D ,  a v i l l a g e  near the  mouth of the  RrCrBR DOUEJ3 about 5 

&leS no r theas t  of CARJQqTAN. Exit No 2 ,  a l i t t Z e  f a r t h e r  t o  

t h e  no r th ,  led  from t h e  Beach through NOUDlENITXLLE toSTEA6ARB 

*This was t h e  es t imate  of COL SINK. Acoording t o  LT GXN 
W. B, SMI?HfS d ia ry ,  the  B r i t i s h  air commander est imated t h a t  
t h e  Auerioan paraohute ( a i rbo rne )  f o r c e  would lose 85 percen t  
o f  its stxength.  GEN E I S m m  overrode B r i t i s h  oh jec t iona  
t o  t h e  plan because he disagreed wi th  t h e  es t l s la te .  



DU NOlEP. Both or  t he se  oauneways were b u i l t  t o  a  h e i g h t  of 

an average 6 f e e t  above t h e  marsh which was an i n i t i a l  bar- 

r i e r  t o  the  westward advance of the f o r c e s  landing on t h e  

Beach. Over most of i ts  axea, t h e  marsh could be waded, and 

it was t h e r e f o r  n o t  a fo ru idab l e  obs t ac l e  t o  t h e  passaga of 

t roops.  But it was criss-crossed. a t  many poin t s  by  drainage 

cana l s ,  Which thoueh narrow, r a n  t o  a depth  of €4 f e e t  o r  

more. The presence of t he se  s t reams composed a ve ry  r e a l  

danger: if the  f o r c e  coming by sea  was denied t h e  use of the 

causeways, many hours would pass be fo re  it could l ink-up with 

the  f o r c e  which had a r r i ved  by air.  The 6 h  thus l o s t  might 

determine t h e  fate of t h e  UTAH BEACH operat ion and f i n a l l y  of 

the  whole invas ion.  

The plan c a l l e d  f o r  F i r s t  and Second Ba t t a l i ons  of 506th 

Regiment, supported by Regimental Ebadquarters Company, t o  

land on DROP ZONE C. This Zone was j u s t  t o  the south  of  

BOUTTEV3Z;LE and t o  t h e  west of STE DaAaIE DU KQNT, whiah pat 

it about as c lo se  t o  t h e  wes te rn  approaches o f  t h e  Wo lower 

causeways as was t a c t i c a l l y  p r ac t i cab l e .  A s  r a p i d l y  as it 

could complete i t s  assembly, Seoond B a t t a l i o n ,  r e in fo rced  by 

one s e c t i o n  of demoli t ion men, was t o  move weatward a long a 

l i n e  running n o r t h  of ci!~ DU MOXT toward ROUD1EWXLI.E. 

Born t h a t  point, t h e  Ba t t a l i on ' s  no r the rn  element-composed of  

CQml?an~ E and t h e  demoli t ion seotion-was t o  launch an atGaok 

westward f o r  tho purpose of c loa r lng  E x i t  No 2. The sou thern  
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element-Company $-would leave the  column a t  H E m T  and at- 

tack toward POUPPEVTLLE and Ex i t  No 1. Company D and the  ~ a b -  

t a l i o n  Headquarters Company were t o  s e t  up i n  HEBERT as t h e  

ba t t a l ion  reserve.  To d i v e r t  the  Germans and prevent them 

Prom taking the causeway forces  i n  r e a r ,  F i r s t  Bat ta l ion Was . 

t o  send a re inforced platoon from Company B t o  the a rea  j u s t  

south ofSl%E,IARIE DU MONT; it would demonstrate s t rongly enough 

i n  t h a t  d i r ec t ion  t o  draw the  a t t e n t i o n  of enemy forces  ska- 

t ioned i n  the  v i l l age .  The remainder of First Battal ion,  sup- 

ported by Regimental Headquarters Company, would stand a t  

HIESVZX.E a s  the  regimental reserve.  

This was the plan f o r  Third Battal ion:  Supported by one platoon 

of 326th Engineer Bat ta l ion  and two demolition sec t ions ,  it 

was t o  land on DROP ZrONE D, which was t o  t h e  south O f  V m v I m  

and east of ANGOVlLLF AU PUIN. From t h i s  ground, the  f o r c e  

wae t o  s t r i k e  southward a s  soon aa possible and se ize  the  two 

bridges near I;E FORT a t  the mouth of the  RIKER D O W E .  The 

bridges were t o  be expanded i n t o  a bridgehead a s  rap id ly  as the 

t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  permitted. By seizing the  high ground i n  

t h e  d i r e a t i o n  of BR%VMW, the  Ba t t a l ion  would be r e a c h f q  to-  

ward the  American forces  which were r~oving northwar& Trom 

BEACH. It was believed that a11  of these things could 

be accomplished on the  f i r s t  day, 

Things s t a r t e a  proiaisingly enouy&. The moon was bright when 

shor t ly  a f t e r  mianight the s e r i a l s  carrying the tbree b a t t a l i o n s  



and a t tached t roops  orossed the  English Channel and headed 

toward France. However, almost a s  soon as t h e  GOTENTIN PEN- 

RWJLA came i n t o  v i e w ,  the  planes r an  i n t o  a heavy fog bank 

whit$. obscured t h e  ground and disarranged t h e  f o m t i o n .  The 

planes soon f lew out  of fog and i n t o  flak.* Disobeying o rde r s ,  

some of t h e  p i l o t s  took evaaive ac t i on  t o  g e t  away from the 

f i r e .  By s o  doing, they fu r the r  s ca t t e r ed  t h e  formation u n t i l  

n e a r l y  a l l  of i ts e s s e n t i a l  un i ty  was l o s t ;  t h e  chanoe f o r  a 

suocess fu l  conoentrat ion of t h e  506th Regiment thus depended 

on $he accuracy and judgsaent of a l a r g e  number of ind iv idua l  

airmen who had no i d e n t i t y  wi th  the  Re&ment. In p rac t i ce  

the  plarie p i l o t  is t h e  jump,master. T t  is h i s  t ask  t o  f i n d  

t h e  DROP ZOm. Four minutes before the men a r e  t o  Jump, he 

f l a s h e s  a red  l i g h t .  When he gives  hem the  green l i g h t ,  t h a t  

means go. Xhat had a l ready  happened t o  506th ~eg i rnen t  i n  t h e  

air  g r e a t l y  inoroased t h e  p robab i l i ty  t h a t  it would enoounter 

unexpected t roub le  on t h e  ground; the  problen of keeping t h e  

Regiment conoentrated had been del ivered ineo too many hands. 

So it happened that out  of 81 planes schaduled t o  drop t h e i r  

men i n t o  DROP ZONE C, only 1 0  found t h e  mark. lrirst Ba t t a l i on  

had a comparatively good drop pa t te rn ,  only one of i t s  s t i o k a  

being drorped f a r  d i s t a n t  f r o m t b e  Zone; even so, tho  p a t t a r n  

was soa t to red  enough t h a t  an aad i t iona l  fou r  hours were re-  

qu i red  t o  g e t  tha  B a t t a l i o n  moving toward i ts objeat ive.  

 his cornea Prom CM, S m .  X t  was repor ted  by other  o f f h e r s  
of h i s  S t a f f  and from t h e  Ba t ta l ions  and i s  oonfirmsd in the 
DivlsionaZ papers. 
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Second Bat ta l ion  d idn ' t  even reach the  v i c i n i t y  and only One 

plane unloaded i ts  s t i c k  anywhere near the  designatad %one- 

Third Ba t t a l ion ,  aiming a t  DROP ZONe: D, had a s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  

pa t t e rn  than F i r s t  Bat ta l ion  but not enough t o  give it any 

p r a c t i c a l  advantage; it, too ,  had l o s t  home because Of a 

f a u l t y  drop. 

The Plane? carrying Seacnd Bat ta l ion  had simply overshot t h e  

mark; the paratroopers knew when i t  happened. They saw th ree  

l a r g e  green w T 1 s w  formed of e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  pass under them - 
and they reco@-dsed the  zone m a ~ k s r s  whioh had been s e t  U p  

by the Re@;irnentts Pathfinders.  S t i l l ,  the beacon did not 

alarm the  p i l o t s  and they must have flown s t r a i g h t  on f o r  

severa l  minutes a f t e r  cross& t h e  Zone, for when the  men a t  

last  go t  t h e i r  j u g  s igna l ,  t h e  Bat ta l ion  came t o  e a r t h  with 

its center  about f i v e  miles from DROP ZONX C .  They were thus  

denied any i n i t i a l  oontact with the  remainder of the Regiment 

8.nd they had no way of knowiw whether F i r a t  Bat ta l ion and 
I 

Beadquartem had experienced any b e t t e r  fortune i n  ge t t ing  

i n t o  the Zone. 

A t  DROP ZONE D ,  there  was trouble  of another kind. .  The Path- 

f inde r s  had landed there  30 minutes ahead of Thin3 BatCalion 

. and,had becoixe engagea a t  once* The Germans hail f igured t h a t  

the  invaaers might use t h i s  a rea  f o r  Just  suih a purpose; they 

lmd ringed it with machine gun6 and mortars and were s i t t i ng  
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a t  t h e i r  *rm6 ih readiness viheh the Bat tal ion came in,* 

Seven of the Pathfinders had knocked out two machine gun 
' posi t ions by hand-senadin8 them before the arrival of the 

main body. By tha t  time, however, the  f i e l d  was well  illumi- 

nated by enemy f l a r e s .  Floating d m  in to  t h i s  wel l - l i t  and 

fire-covered a rea ,  the Bat tal ion l o s t  about 20 men from enemy 

act ion  before i t s  first groups could co l l ec t  themselves. Yet 

it was an odd kind of act ion.  With a l l  t he i r  advantages, 

these Germans could not ge t  the i r  heads up. They f i red  f ron  

whatever cover they happened t o  be holding and not me man 

among them moved out t o  engage the invaders i n  personal en- 

c0Unter. A l l  over the  COTl3NTIM PETTINS3LA, wherever the air- 

borne landed, t h i s  held t rue.  The enemy seemed p ippea  by 

mortal t e r ro r .  Ria men would f i r e  but  they would not uove out. 

The inaccuracy of the enemy f i r e  wae n ref leot ion  of this 

f r i gh t .  Set  up  a s  they were, an8 wait ing,  the Germans s t i l l  

could not bring any concentrated f i r e  t o  bear on the Arnarioane 

as they came d m  s ing ly  or crawled acroas the f ie ld8  looking 

fo r  t h e i r  comrades. DliQP ZON$ C had a l s o  been strongly ooverea 

by the  enemy with r i f l e  p i t s  and automatic weapons a l l  around 

the perimeter . Around %he northeaat oorner especially, the 

Germans were i n  s t rength,  thowh wherever the men dropped, they 

came in f i r e  contact immediately wlth small enemy groups. The 

*COL SINK learned of t h i s  a l e r t  and of the German an%ici- 
pations from interrogat ing prfsoners; it was subsoquent;lY con- 
firmed by a study of the position. 



i 

c m j o r i t y  c o t  out of t h i s  d e a d f a l l  by lying. q u i e t l y  f o r  a foW 
I 

minutes u n t i l  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  defenders  was drawn e l so-  i 
where, and then cray:tling off i n t o  t h e  dark .  A t  DROP ZOm C, 

t h e  assembly ,areas f o r  Second E a t t a l i o n ,  Regiruental m a d -  

q u a r t e r s  Cornpang and P i r a t  Ba t t a l i on  were t h r e e  orchar8a a t r u W  

a c r o s s  t h e  Zone from no r th  t o  south. Second Ba t t a l i on  was sup- 

posed t o  a s seab l e  on t h e  nor thorn  orchard and from the re  t1OVe 

off  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  Ex i t s .  r'irst B a t t a l i o n  had plannod t o  aa- 

semble on tho southern orohard before proceeding on i ts  xis- 

s ion .  Re@nental IIeadquarters,  a f t e r  a s s e r i l i n g  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  

orchard ,  was t o  move 13 miles  soutl~ward and s e t  up a CP a t  

C 0UI.mILrn.  

Had t h e  dro:, taken p lace  i n  t h i s  m n n s r ,  it i s  qu i t e  pos s ib l e  

that t h e  g r e a t e r  b read th  of the  t a r g e t  would have given t h e  

wa i t i ng  Germans a g r e a t l y  enhanoec': oppor tuni ty  f o r  k i l l i n g .  

AS t h h g s  worked o u t ,  the  r e l a t i v e l y  suall fo rce  that was 

de l ive red  acco rd i a s  t o  schedule cam t o  e a r t h  we l l  s t rung  ou t  

among t h e a p p l e  t r e e s .  COL ROBmT L. SIKX ~ n d  a l a r ~ e  past o f  

h i s  IIeadquarters survived i n  t h i s  manner; most of the  10  p lanes  

which drop2ed t h e i r  o t i cks  on o r  near  the  Znna had been loaded 

w i t h  Headquarters  men. The c o l t  f i g u r e s  r e v e a l  that t h e r e  

was more sound than fury i n  the  r eceg t ion  wliioh n e t  them-only 

two o r  t - b e e  men l and ins  on DROP Z0I.Z C suf fe red  brealrs or  

s p a i n s ,  and t h e  t o t a l  l o s s  a.t t h a t  po in t  was not  more than 1 0 ,  

inc lud ing  t h e  dead and wounded, Elsev~here ,- however, t h e  ?lead- 
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q u a r t e r s  had a l r eady  taken  l o s s e s  which s e r i o u s l y  c r i p p l e d  

i t s  opera t ion .  Three o l  t h e  p lanes  had missed the  Zone by 

20 m i l e s .  Days l a t e r ,  when our f o r c e s  captured CWERBO'URG, 

some of t he se  men were found wounded i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  t h e r e ;  

fresh-marked graves  revea led  t h e  f a t e  of o t h e r s .  Most o f . t h 8  

s t r ayed  were ool;uuunications nen, inc lud ing  t h e  comander of 

t h e  communicntions p la toon ,  the  c w l u n i o a t i o n s  s e c t i o n  and a l l  

of t h e  opera to rs .  Only 5 oomunica t ions  Een were a t  hand when 

t h e  Regiment began t o  f i g h t .  

Not one of 506th R a y h e n t ' s  b a t t a l i o n s  had a drop p a t t e r n  

which w a s  as good a s  t h e  l w e s t  mark whioh i t  had e s t ab l i shed  

dur ing any t r a i n i n g  operatiorz. ifhether t h e  g r e a t  enread o f  

the  d r o ~  p a t t e r n  oonlr ibuted m a t e r i a l l y  t o  the ca sua l ty  

f i g u r e s  i s  souet!lin;. of a ques t ion bu t  it undoubtedly slowed 

down a s seub ly  and aoted as a drag on l o c a l  opera t ion .* Bu% 

what was l o a t  %o t a o t i c s  by the se  Aelays and rxiaadventuros 

was probably compensated f o r  ten-rold i n  the bewilderrosnt and 

s t r a t e g i o n l  n i s c a l c u l a t i o n  of t h e  enei3y which r e s u l t e d  from 

having paracliute d r o p  re2or'bed l r o n  a l l  p a r t s  of the pen- 

i n su l a .  The doubts  whioh must have a s s a i l e d  the e n a q  i n  t h e  

*COL SDE and his  Staff f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Xeginient sur"fered 
g r e a t e r  c a s u a l t i e s  because of t h e  f a u l t y  drop,  but t h i s  is 
a random e s t i h a t e .  I n  hedgerow r i g h t i n g ,  a s  t h e  American 
Arrq disoovered t h e  hard ;$a$, conoentra t ion o f t e n  nmns 
heav ie r  l o s s  without  p ropor t iona te  ga in .  506th'~ mi3sion 
would have been far d i f f e r c a t  h a d  i t s  concentratiion been ef- 
f e c t i v e .  The ques t ion  of whether it would hava had g r e a t e r  
l o s s  is insorutabLe,  



c r i t i o a l  hows when the defending fokces were bein$ redeployed 

t o  meet the invasion t h r ea t ,  doubts which were in tens i f i ed  

by the inadvertent work of c a r r i e r  p i l o t s  who strayefl from 

t h e i r  courses, are re f l ec ted  i n  the War Diary of the German 

7th Rray High Command fo r  t h a t  period. The s a r l i e s t  entry- 

0130 on 6 June, 1944-notes t h a t  ftparachutiata have been 

dropped s ince 0105 hours i n  the  area eas t  and northwest of 

CAEN, ST MNZCOVB and MOIEEBOURG, both s ides  of the TIRE and 

o n t h e  ea s t  coas t  of COTENTTN1* and a t  0200 it is repeated 

t h a t  the  airborne lanai@ embraces MONTEBOUT1G and "there is 

f i gh t i ng  by T.E'EQ&." Some or these were points far  outsido 

the  sec tor  of invasion; It appears a s  c s r t a in  t ha t  these re-  

por ts  of i r rup t ion  resul.ted Prom the chance landings of para- 

troop forces  i n  areas where they were not supposed t o  be cam- 

mitted a s  t ha t ,  i n  aonsequence of the repor ts ,  the German 

high o o m n d  marked time f o r  several  hours while t n iw t o  

determine what these varying t h ru s t s  indicated. A t  021c0, there  

w a s  still. debate as to . the measure of the danger, the Cammand- 

in% General of Group West m i n t a i n i n g  tha t  the defenders were 

not oonfronted with a "major aotionn while the Chief of Staff 

repl ied  t h a t  i t  could be nothing l e s s  than that ,  i n  view of 

the depth o f  the ( a i ~ b d r n e )  penetration i n  the 84th &my Corps 

area. It was a t  0400 t ha t  the  Oommander of t ha t  Ccrps reported 

t o  the Chief of' S t a f f ,  7th Army High command, h?-s sr,:rclusicn 

t h a t  '*the geheral  plan seems t o  be t o  t i e  off the CC5TEUTB.mN- 

ll%X%LA a t  i t s  narrowest po in t  . r t  Another hour before the 
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Germans know t h a t  they were a l s o  about t o  be h i t  from t h e  

sea.  * 

I n  t h e  s t ra ined circumstances, t h e  Americana went a h a d  w i t h  

t h e i r  assemblies according t o  standard procedures. The as- 

sembly l i z h t s  did almost no good; t he  hTORlW3nY hedgerows 

blacked then out  on every s ide ,  and men coming down i n  t h e  

surrounding f i e l d s  hardly aver saw them. Col lect ion pro- 

ceeded by individual  s o l d i e r s  working t h e i r  way !#by guess 

and by Godv t o  t h e  Drop Zone CPs. Guides were then posted 

a t  cross-roads and br idges ,  and o f f i c e r s  and NCOs movod o u t  

t o  gather  men wherevar they could be found. The o r i c k o t  

s i g n a l  was ths  u o s t  he lp fu l  instrument in  the build-up.** 

COL SINK, landiasi; in a s&l f i e l d  which w a s  a part of DROP 

ZONE D ,  thought a t  first t h a t  he was a l l  alone. H i s  harnorss 

was extremely t i g h t  and was c u t t i n g  i n t o  h i s  f lesh .  We kept 

wondering how quickly  an anomy b u l l a t  would f ind him and h e  

took h i s  knife out  and t r i e a  t o  hack hie way out of t h e  harnese;  

t h e  blade was much too  dul.1. He r ea l i zed  then t h a t  bo would 

have t o  s t a g  qu ie t  and work away p a t i e n t l y  a t  h i s  go#. As 

he g o t  h i s  nerve under con t ro l  and bagan t o  f r e e  h+msol?, h e  

saw bil lawing s i l k  i n  a f a r  oorner of tho f i e l d .  Tia hfade8 

*Fxom the War Diary of t h e  ~ o & n  7 t h  Army H.i.& l?<?m.?~nB. 
*%very. o f f ioar  and man interviewed by the  FIC f ~ l . 6  this 

way about it. In t he  saril~ oparat ion 82d Div 5.2.2 r!?k L ~ ? J  t h ~  
c r i c k e t .  Its off  i o e r s  sa id  i t  was an namatoEss  d.:-?iacrr and 
not  needed by ba t t l e - t r a ined  paratroops.  



f o r  it when he a t  las t  broke c l e a r  from h i s  harnoss r S t i L l  

hi tched t o  tho o the r  chute was LT SAMUEL S. BUWS of F i r s t  

B a t t a l i o n ' s  Headquareor# Company. He s a id  t h a t  his i c %  was 

hurt bad. ?!See if you can walk on it ,fl s a i d  S m ,  lland W e ' l l  

t r y  t o  f i n d  some men." SINK holpod him ac ros s  t h e  f i e l d  and 

pushed him through t h e  f irst  hedgerow. Thore, BURTTS dropped; 

he sa id  he  could' go no f a r t h e r ,  and t h a t  he was o a r t a i n  t h e  

l e g  was brokon, SIJTK sa i8 :  "Than 1'11 have t o  l eave  you." He 

found a ho l e  i n  tho f i a l d  and put BURNS i n  i t ,  t e l l i n g  hjln t o  

s t a y  those  u n t i l  someone came a f t e r  him. Then ha chocked h i s  

c m p a s s ,  and docidad t o  mova east. Aftor  about 300 yards he 

came t o  a s i d e  road;  a l l  of t h i s  time he had been walking 

p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  main road i n t o  EE~~MARIE DU MONT, without  r e a l -  

i z i n g  t h a t  he was wi th in  40 yards  of t h e  highway. As ho turnod 

i n t o  it, he mot three members of h i s  Regimental S t a f f  aria the 

IIeadquarter s Commandant, C U T  ED'IVARD A. FEEERS I Thoy ta lkad  

t h ings  over and mado tho  cor rac t  guess as t o  what road they 

were on wi thou t  having any idea  how far they were e a s t  or  west.  

So they continued e a s t  u n t i l  they came a t  last  t o  a small cot-  

t age .  A Bog ba rha  loudly.  SINIZ. an8 xTF3RS banged loud ly  on 

t h e  door. A Erenohman looked out from an uppar s t o r y  window 

and asked what went on. SIhiC knew enough k e n o h  t o  t e l l  him: 

"The invas ion has  begun." The man s a i d :  lqTrus bien!" and he 

came on down. Though he  shook a l l  over fram fri&t, when SINK 

handed him a map, he shmcd them where thoy ware-about 250 

yarda from t h e  spo t  where SINICwas supposed t o  s e t  up his C?? 



0 ,  

on t h e  jump f i e l d .  SIRS askea hfm about  Germans anQ he m i d  

they  were a l l  around-that t h e r e  were many of them in  STE MARIE 

W NONT. The group then moved t o  t h e  CP l oca t i on ;  they plaked 

up a Sew uen as they went along and were s l i g h t l y  s w p r i s e d  

when they reached t h e  jump-field C P  and found they were f i rs t  

a t  t h e  scene. SINK sa id  t o  them: "This i s  it! T h i s  18 t h e  

place.  Now go out  and g e t  more of the boys and b r ing  them 

in!" But it was a l l  slow work. ~t t h e  c l o s e  of two hours,  a n  

opera t ion  whioh was supposed t o  have co l leo ted  t h e  g r e a t e r  

p a r t  of a regirmnt had assembled only 4.0 uen, A few men from 

First B a t t a l i o n  were p resen t  but no r ad ios  had bean found and 

no con tao t  had been clade w i t h  Second and Third Ba t ta l ions .  

A f t e r  two hours t h e  t r i c k l e  of nan ooased and sT~X decided t o  

mova a l l  hands, inc luding LT COL W I W J  L. TURNER of mrst 

B a t t a l i o n ,  and t h e  few men w i t h  him, over t o  COULAVILLF1; he 

r lgured  t h a t  by now more of  t h e  men would probably bo t ry ing  

t o  f i n d  t h e i r  way t o  t h a t  l oca t i on .  The f o r c e  reached C O U U -  

V I L U  wi thout  opposi t ion .  To make sure t h a t  he was a t  t h e  

r i ~ h t  p lace ,  SINK asked a Frenchman l i v i n g  i n  the  v i l l ago  t o  

d i r e o t  him t o  C O U M & U . .  The Elranchman s a i d  he had never 

heard of  t h e  place: so  d id  h i s  wife .  It myst i f ied  SINK unt i l  

he asked t h e  Erenchman t o  po in t  out tho d i r e c t i o n  t o  s eve ra l  

o ther  v i l l a g - s  i n  t h e  gena ra l  a r ea ;  the  &enohman was more 

*ban W i L l L u g  and he practically boxed t h o  ompass  before S I l E  

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he was a t  t h e  r i g h t  place,  thou$h the  Frenchman 

d i d n ' t  know t h e  name of h i e  own community. Enroute t o  C O U -  



Qnm, SlNK had passed withih 6bb ywda or the plaoe where 

COL MOSELEY, conm~ander of 502d FWgFment, had broken h i s  fog 

i n  the drop, He was to ld  MOSEIJ3Y was there but he knew that  

he had no time t o  go cal l lng.  

Through the hours of dark, SllX sent  scouts out and continued 

t o  check on the orchard where Second Battalion was supposed 

to rendezvous. But though they searched the neighborhood, not 

a man was found. LT COL ROBERT L. STRAXEFi and most of h i s  men 

had been dropped well  t o  the northward i n  502d R e g h e n t V s  area;  

when daylight came, they were s t i l l  i n  the v i c in i t y  o f  the 

northern causeways but were prooeeding toward POU9PmrILLE, 

Conoexning th is ,  and the  s i t ua t i on  of a l l  other elomsnts, SINK 

remained in the derk. Re bad heard no";bing lrom Division. SO 

f a r  as he knew, he was f ight ing  alone i n  NoI~~~BBNDP+* A Pew 

minutes before dayl ight ,  he mads h i s  decision; he called TURbfER 

and t o l d  him $hat he had.bet ter  take over the mission assigned 

STRAYER-the m r c h  on the southern causeways. Rowever, TURNER 

*!Be average conditions of assembly under the conditions met 
i n  NOXWAIWY can be envisaged from the experienoe of M SGT U O Y D  
E, WILLS who Laniled within &OO yards of the assembly a r e a  i n  the 
orchard, yet d i d  not reach the GP a t  COUUVIIXE unt;i l1030 on 
D PLUS 1, He wandereil around fo r  several  hours without seein@; 
anyone; becmse of the  hedgerows, he could seladn see more than 
100 yards 13 any direct ion.  At last  he joined a group of 25 men, 
some from Reairquarters Company and some f rom 82d Division. The 
group was noyer more than a few miles from COUTAVILU3 but it 
l o s t  24 how8 i n  closing the distance.  Said WTLIS: rrPou go along 
and Join a group. The group goes along and i s  f i r ed  upon. Then 
you engage. EveryboBy has t o  wait u n t i l  the road i e  c lea r  e a i n .  
The l a rger  the group, t h e  harder it i s  t o  ge t  by without f ight-  
ing . " 
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had only 50 men with him and so he was  ins t ruc ted  i n i t i a l b  

not t o  spread h i s  force but t o  dr ive f o r  P O U E B V ~  and 

No 1. They s t a r t ed  as the dawn broke. 

The for tunes  of Seaond Ba t t a l ion  had been i n  marked cont ras t  

t o  whaC had taken place a t  'DROP ZONB D. Dropped f a r  outs ide 

of t h e i r  designated a r e a ,  t h e  Ba t t a l ion  s t i l l  had succeeded in 

achieving a f a r  more r ap id  and complete assembly than t h e  o ther  

elaments of the Regbent .  CAPT CLAIIENCE HEXl!i'ER, S-3 of the 

B a t t a l i o n ,  landed with i t 8  leadine: olemente. He figured t h a t  

the s t i c k  had spread over about 1000 yards during the  descenli; 

So he w a l k ~ d  back 500 yards i n  the  d i rec t ion  which the glanes 

had cone, thinking t h i s  would put him at  about the  center of 

h i s  small  group. There, be put up a s t r i n g  of amber bundle 

l i g h t s  in a t r e e .  The s igna l  did i ts  work; of f i ce r s  an8 men 

began t o  f i n d  t h e i r  way i n t o  the pos i t ion ,  H E S m  was s t i l l  i n  

doubt as t o  h i s  loca t ion;  so  he dispatched LT M I S  NXON, 

S-2, t o  prowl the neares t  v i l lage .  ISCiON routed out a Wench- 

man and was told t h a t  the  v i l l a g e  was' F0UCARTIL;L;E; the vil lage 

was at  t h a t  time held in some s t rength  by t h e  Germans as LT 

HAR03;D HOGGARD and h i s  p a t r o l  from 5026 Regimdnt had not  yet  

put i n  t h e i r  appearance. A considerable group had gathered 

around FDMXER while NMON was d i n g  h i s  seconnaissance; i n  the  

passage of l i t t l e  more' than one hour, the force included a com- 

munfoations platoon, a nachine gun platoon, appr,roxfmately 80 men 

. from Ba t t a l ion  Readquarters Oompany, 90 men Pram Company D, 6 

. . . 



Uen from Conpaw B and 8 from Company E. By 0330, LT COL 

STRAYER and the. 15 men of 506th Regiment who had i n i t i a l l y  

joined hp with COL CASSWtS fo r ce ,  came along the  road with 

t h a t  coiunn, and SI;aAYEFt took over from HESTICR. Twenty men 

from 508th Regiment, 82d Divison, whose c a r r i e r  had f a r  over- 

shot the mark and dropped them near FOUCBRTrm, a l s o  joined 

up. This body moved out about 0430-around 200 men altogether.  

They moved southward along tDe main road running t o  the  e a s t  

of' DROP ZONE A-the same route  which CASSIDYvS column had 

taken-but they a i d  not move very Past  or very f a r .  S f t e r  the 

passage of CSSSILYtS men, the enemy: had been given jus t  enough 

time t o  t u rn  out h ie  forces  and harass  any l a t e  ccmers. With 

Company D lesding cff  as advance guard, the force  began t o  meet 

determined res i s t ance  from the moment it cleared the assembly 

area.  During the  f i r s t  stage of' advance toward the lower Exi.ts, 

about 25 enemy were k i l l ed  and a s  many taken prisoner. Bow 

machine gun posi t ions were encountered and destroyed, all  Of' 

t h i s  ac t ion  taking place in the middle ground between CASS1DYtS 

northern efenents a t  BOUCARVILLE and his southern w i n g  at  the  

W-X-Y-Z position.* A t  ST  C-IERMBIN VARREVILLF, some time between 

0900 and 1100, t he  head of the column was stopped by a German 

a r t i l l e r y  ba t t e ry  Whioh Was laying accurate in terd ic tory  f i x 6  

across the road. Part of Company D was passed around the r e a r  

*STRA.Y3R t h o q h c t h i s  happened around 1100 but CASSIW was ' 

cer ta in  S'PRAY3.X passed W-X-Y-Z much e a r l i e r  than that-perhaps 
around 0900. 



of the  ba t te ry  with the  mission of hurrying on t o  Exit NO 2~ 

Its object ive l a y  a considerable distance t o  the south, but 

nothing had been heard from Regbent ,  and so far a s  STRAYER 

knew, h i s  a s s i g m n t  remained unchanged* 

Third Bat tal ion had played i n  worse luck i n i t i a l l y ,  but a mere 

handful of i ts men had s e t  a shining example i n  i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  

the remainder of the Re$imont. When the  planes carrying t h e  

Bat tal ion passea over the flooded area  between C~~ and 

ST COME DU M O W ,  heavy an t i - a i r c r a f t  f i r e  enveloped the for-  

mation and dissolved i t ,  the planes taking evasive ac t ion  in a l l  

direct ions.  ThLs ground f i r e  leaped up a t  the parachut is ts  a s  

they respo&ad t o  the jump s igna l ;  it had been given them just 

a f l a s h  too .ea r ly .  Dsspite the  interferenae Prom the ground 

b a t t e r i e s ,  the individual  planes kept t o  t h e i r  courses f a i r l y  

we l l  and most of the s t i ck s  were delivered a l i t t l e  shor t  of 

DROP ZONE D ,  t o  westward and northward of it, square On the 

Zone, t he  Germans had prepared a g ian t  torch by ~ o a k i a g  a house 

i n  o i l .  They lit it as the first  planes approached and it 

blazed l i e roe ly ,  illuminating the en t i r e  oountryside. 

C U T  CHARLES G. SKElTZE, S-3 of Battalion,  l a d e d  t o  south of 

the canal which ran off' from the southwest corner of the jump 

f i e l d .  It seemed t o  h i m  a s  he came t o  ear th  tha t  t he  whole 

area was being deluged by machine gun and mortar f i re .  So he 

crawled l a t o  a d i t ch  and lay  there f o r  a few ninutes,  stuaying 

his ,aompass and t ry ing  t o  p lo t  h i s  next move. He f e l t  p re t ty  



, . . -. . . . 

. . 

sure t h a t  ANGOVILUE~ AU PLAIN was only a l i t t l e  distance t o  north- 

west of him; the heaviest enemy f&e  seemed t o  be c o m i ~  fro& 

t h a t  d i rec t ion .  He saw no l i g h t s  and heard no sounds i n d i c a t m  

the presence oi" any other paratroopers i n  .that direct ion.  SO 

he moved southwestward t o  t he  edge of the f i e l d  near mS I3ilMJWa8 

where he knew elements of 501st Repimentwere supposed t o  88- 

semble. He picked up one e n  on the way but found no one a t  

501stf s rendezvous. Thereon, he turned back tmvara ANUOrflXLE 

AU PUIN and picked up two o f f ioe r s  and 12 men while he was walk- 

ing along; they had come from the assembly area but had seen no 

other parachut is ts .  The group talked things over and decided 

t o  s t r i k e  cu t  f o r  t h e i r  objective-Bridgs No 37 across the C A X ~  

IXE CARENTAN n o w  E%Wh5DS.* Xnroute, they p i c  

men qnd two o f f i c e r s ,  one cf iihem an engineer orf leer who cu t  

the CKRFX'PAN power l i n e ,  t he  only ac t ion  taken during the marah. 

91  
~hel%attalion*r--$off i c e r s  and 30 men-reaohed t h e  oanal bridges 

near L;E PORT a t  04.30. There was f i r e  from the e 

par ty  Sucaeeded i n  closing i n  on the  western approaahea and bring- 

ing the eas te rn  approaches unSIer temporary doninat ion by t h e i r  

own f i r e .  Five more o f f i c e r s  and 15 more men j o  

it was deciaea t o  force  a crossing of Bridge No 37 and attermpt 

t o  e s t ab l i sh  a bridgehead. Two'volunteers (name 

Battalion,  so i t  appears probable tha t  they were k i l l ed  i n  the 

subsequent ac t ion)  crossed t h e  bridge under intense maohine gun 

e his par ty  t ravelea on an azimuth, an8 stayea away frm roads; . . 

I 
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f i r e .  pflter t h a t ,  LTX E;ENNE'ZH El. CHRISTUNSON and RUDOLPH 

3, B O L ~  of Company H each l ed  5-mn pa t ro ls  t o  the f a r  bank* 

these men crossing on the g i r d e r s  under the bridge f loor ing.  

LT R I C I ~  P. W O N  of Company I1 followed up with  h i s  command 

group. Those groups re-deployed as a body ageinst  the enemy 

posi t ions  on the. east bank, k i l l e d  1 3  Germans and knocked 0116 

3 machine gun emplacements. They soon found, however, t h a t  the  

Germans were present i n  such numbers tha t  they could bring UP 

f r e sh  guns f a s t e r  Xhan the Americans colild proceed against  them. 

After engaging f o r  about two houxs, the  force was compelled 

t o  withdrew t o  the west bank f o r  l ack  of amunit ion.  They were 

s t i l l  without comunications and knew nothing of the s i tua ion  

elsewhere i n  the  Division; they imagined t h a t  help might be 

nearer a t  hand among the ObQU BEAC51 forces  t o  the southeast of 

them than amow t h e i r  own people t o  the northward. LT EaED T. 

BROYI3IX.L of Headquarters Company was sent with two men t o  attempt 

t o  break through the  German l l n e s  t m r d  help-an extremely vain 

hope unaer the  circumstances. The men who romainod on the eas t  

bonk took an inventory around noon the  and found t h a t  they had 

about 30 rounds of r i f l e  ammunition per man, one l i g h t  machine 

gun with 175 rounds, one bazooka with 6 rounds, one bundle with 

250 pawds  o r  explosive and one Hawkins mino per man, 

It was not  an exceptionally favorable situation, but a t  l e a s t ,  

though they d id  not know i t ,  they could stand on one thing: They 

were the  only elamant of t he  Regiment which had succeeded i n  







C A P -  OF TBE: SOOTIBREJ C A m A m  

Despite t he se  e a r l y  setbacks and disappointments,  t h e  southern 

e x i t s  f e l l  i n t o  DivfsiQnf a Lap Ltke a p a i r  of over- r ipe  plums, 

though t h a t  w a s  more t h e  do.ing of Third B a t t a l i o n  of 5018t 

Regiment than  t h e  work of 506th. Originally, t h a t  B a t t a l i o n  

had been s e t  up as Division rese rve  and was sohedulea t o  m o p  

on DROP ZONE: C along wi th  elements of Divis ion Reaaquar'L;ers* 

As  had been the  case wi th  the  e a r l i e r  s e r i a l s ,  t h e  f ~ r m t i o n  

i n  whiah t h e  Ba t t a l i on  had t rave led  from EqLand kepl; w e l l  

spaced u n t i l  encountering t h e  clocd bank nigh the  menoh ooarrt. 

Upon emerging i n t o  a c l ea r  atmoSphere n e a  FONT L'ABEiE, t h e  

men oould s e e  t h a t  the  formation had beoome w e l l  soa t te red .  

There was some f l a k  at  t h e  time and considerable grouIld machine 

gun fire .* ~t Bid not  seem especial ly  thiok aQ they cramer near 

the DROP ZONE; y e t  three  of the B a t t a l i o n q s  planes were shot  

aown an8 36 man died of the  45 who rode them. These crashes  

took place somewhat t o  the  south of t h e  DROP ZONE; the  drop pat- 

t e r n  for  t h e  BattalSon extended roughly from ST JQFtES t o  SAINT& 

NAY on the  southern  l i m i t ,  a s  far e a a t  as the marshes next t o  

UTBR BEACR and on the  nor thern  s i d e  only a few men came down fas 

beyond the  l i n e  of' f l i .gh t  which most of' the  planes had txavelea  

across the  peninsula,  About 90 o f  LT COL JUZLAN E%F.Uf8 men and 

about 60 men Prom Division Beadquarters droppeff fair on DROP ZOTSEJ 

"Testimony of 002 EWEU an8 wmbers of h i s  Staff. 



C .  The desoent was uneventful. There were no Gemnans the 

immediate v i c i n i t y ,  and while the re  was a m a t t e r i n g  f i r e  from 

beyond the d i s t a n t  hedeerows, it d i d  not seem t o  be bearing on 

the  parachuting force.  The assembly waa conduotsd according 

t o  SOP-wLth blue l i g h t s  and a pol ice  whis t le .  The men 

EWELLIS s t i c k  a l l  dropped r i g h t  around him. some landed i n  the 

same f i e l d  and col lected a t  once. Others were separated fTom 

the  l i g h t s  by a few hedgerows; p a t r o l s  rapidly brought them 

together,  The Bat ta l ion  remained j u s t  south of S'TE &IRE3 DU MONT 

u n t i l  dawn. 

During these same hol?rs another 150 men had been asseqbline: 

near HD!Stf3LTX; they were the men. from aJ?r:UJ;'S b a t t a l i o n  who 

had been assigned t:, s e t  up the Division CP and maintain i t ,  a 

duty which ke$ them on that ground moat of the  day, A t  h i s  

own pos i t ion ,  @WE& had been a b l e  t o  gather pls3ntY of r ad io  

equipment. The Division elements had none. EC.IELLrS ba t t a l ion  

therefor proceeded t o  supply an8 set-up the f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the  

la rger  headquarters. I n  the beginning, however, 1% did l i t e l 0  

good; a l l  e f f o r t s  t o  rerise any other  elements froin among the  

parachute regiments met with  silenoo. Fortunately, the geaeral  

s i t u a t i o n  waa not  l e s s  quie t .  I n  the BIE$VZL8 and STE W I E  DU 

MONT neighbo~hoods,  there  was no s t rong react ion from the en- 

a t  any time while  the  men were c a l l e o t l ~  and s e t t i n g  up. Company 

I did moat of t h e  outpostin$ f o r  the  Bat ta l ion but w a s  never 

challenged; t h e  Germans had no motorized pa t ro l s  on the roads and 



d i d  not seem t o  have any sen t ry  poe t s  c o v e r i w  the  f i e l d 6 0  

In the absence of information about any of h i s  other u n i t s ,  

of h i s  men t o  s e i z e  E x i t  No 1. They moved out at 0600, march- 

ing orosa country u n t i l  they came t o  t h e  w i n  highway l e a d i ~  

i n t o  PQupPEVILu. During t h i s  t ime,  n o t  a shot  was f i r e d  and 

movbment v i a  the  hedgerow-bounded f i e l d s  , no f l a n k  p a t r o l s  were 

used but only f l ankers .  The column picked up a few m n  a s  it 
moved along--the Bat'5alf on Executive, the  Assistant  8-3, t h e  

Adjutant an6 a few o the r s  who had dome down a top  the houses of 

STE MAR= DU MONT and had had t o  use extrerue oaution i n  worklag 

t h e i r  way out  oP t h e  v i l l a g e .  Two pa rachu t i s t s  had been oaught,  

ALL33 of t h e  B a t t a l i o n  Headquarters Company, t o l d  of being l i n e d  

up againat  a wall with a c o m ~ n i o n .  E i s  oaptors  were about 

oompaniona chanced upon t h e  scene and she* the  C e m n e  before  
j 

they could f i re .*  i ! 
, 

F i r s t  oontaot with t h e  enemy was made t o  the  west of S B  Ma,yTB: 
j 

*The wi tness  b t h i s  case  was PFf: &LIE. We could n o t  i a en t i fy ,  / 
the  man who had been w i t h  him as ALLIE diB nokknow him; he may . ,  , 

have beon shot  l a t e r ,  o r  may hava been a mamber of another  u n i t ,  , 
The incident  i s  unusual but ALLIE'S s t o r y  convinced EWEU he wa8 i 

t e l l i n g  the  t r u t h .  
. i 

. , ! 



D1S MOW. A German sentry  yelled an8 seven men oame ruaning out  

of a Bugout. Wo of EWEU'S soouta shot  s i x  of the  men before 

they could e i t h e r  l i r e  or g e t  away; the o thers  escaped. The 

column moved on taward P O ~ I ~  and was hal ted by a sca t t e r -  

ing r i f l e  f i r e  a s  it got  t o  wi thin  shor t  range of the  outlyidg 

buildings. The v i l l a ~ e  had not been organized f o r  defense. To 

the southeast  of it t h e r e  was a f a i r l y  complete f i e l d  posi t ion 

wi th  a t a l l  observation tower i n  t h e  center  and a perimeter 

es tabl ished wi th  a few machine gun smplacewnts, foxholes and 

severa l  dugoute. But there  ware ne i ther  works nor barr lcadss  

in among the houses and the bui ldings  had not  been f i t t e d  wi th  

f i r e  ports .  

Tho enemy foroe  soon f l e d  the  prepared ground t o  the  southeast ,  

the r if lemen droppad baak t o  the hpuses. Evm there ,  they d id  

not stand. As rap id ly  a s  t h e  Atnarioens came t o  the nigh w a l l  

of a housa and began moving through o r  around it, the  enemy 

withdrew from the  next houao beyond. BQLL was bothered only 

by h i s  laok of numbers: he had but 40 men present  from h i s  l l s e  

companies and he found t h a t  the Weadquarters spoo ia l i s t s  wore 

of s l i g h t  valuo i n  tha skirmishing and smnotbaes $ot  Ln inthe wag,* 

The only harassment t o  the advanco was t h a t  the  enemy kept push- 

ing small p a t r o l s  around both of h i s  f lanks  and he did  not have 

enough men t o  attempt a counter envokopnmnt. Most of h i s  l a s s e s  

cam from this oause. H i s  men would be engaging opposition c lose  



a t  hand wi th in  t h e  houses; from smewhere fa off on the  flat& 

an unseen r i f leman would pick oPf one or  two of them. It 

slowed the  advance a l i t t l e  without stopping it. The Americana 

moved along from house t o  house. Mter t h e i r  first few loasos,  

the enemy seemed t o  l o s e  hear t  f o r  the  contes t ;  the  sound of a 

grenade blowing off outs ide  w a s  enough t o  make them stampede 

from one building t o  another. Haviw begun t h e  ac t ion  at 

I. , 0900, EnlELL had worked his way to, t h e  enemy CP i n  t h e  center  
.. ~ 

of the v i l l a g e  by a Pew minutes past noon. That Was enough for 

the &rman commander and he surrendered the  town. E51ELL had 

l o s t  6 k i l l e d  and 12 wounded. The enerny lo s se s  Were 15  k i l l e d ,  
. . ,. . 
! 
1 

10 wounded and 38 captured; noet here non-Germans Prom the  1058 
t .  

j Grenadier Regiment (91 Divfaionj.  

!: . . 
The c i v i l i a n s  of" the v i l l a g e  informed E#ES*T, t h a t  the road t o  

I 
the Beach was no t  mined and t h a t  only  t h e  bridges had been pse- 

I pared fop demolition. A fow of the  enemy were f a l l i n g  back i n  

the d i r eo t ion  of the brtdges, and a l ready  E\EI;L*S men could hear 

the Fourth Lnfautry Division coming slow fxam the  Beaoh. Judg-. 

h.g by the  sound of the maohine gun f i re ,  EMgL;G reokoned t h e  
/ j.. 

: o o l U  was about 1500 yards d i s t a n t  when POVPmVILZF f e l l .  Ger- 

mans, who had been at  tho Beach pos i t ions ,  were f a l l i n g  back 

westward along tho Causeway toward E'&LLs9 men. EVEJELL got  h i s  

mchine guns s e t  up and brought these  r e m a n t a  under f i r e ;  they 

turned back toward the  Fourth Division, column wi th  t h e i r  hands 

l i f t e d  i n  smrender .  



A shor t  time l a t e r ,  the seaborne column passed t h o u g h  IWELL'S 

men-the f i r s t  link-up of the  forces  which had come over the  

Beach with the  forces  which had dropped i n t o  NOFMANDY. EWE= 

took an e a s i e r  route  hme and got  t o  RIESVILLE about 1600, 

thereon r epor t ing  h i s  posit ion t o  Division and t o  COL SIMC of 

506th Regiment;. Some "ce  l a t e r  he was to ld  t o  move t h a t  night  

t o  join SINK'S force  between A N G O V ~ ~ ~ F  .AU PLATN and ST COME Mf 

Mom. The leading elements of the  Division were beginning t o  

draw together.  

!TWXERqS detaohmant, sent by STNK t o  do the POUEPZVZZLE job 

a f t e r  SINK had f a i l e a  t o  raiseSTR2Y"&, fought a few mi no^ 

skirmishes ecroute t o  the v i l l a g e  a id  reaohed there  too  l a t e  

t o  sham i n  i ts cag3ure. j3lUELLwas already i n  possession and 

the t roops  of t h e  Fourth InPantry Division were proceeding West- 

ward without having t o  f i r e  more than an occasional r i f l e  shot. 

TURIERqS men got back t o  COULNILLE t h a t  eventng: the day had 

been easy on them. 

That par t  of Company D, 506th Regiment, whiah had bypassed the 

German b a t t e r y  at ST G[gPmUN DE V A R R E V ~  some t i n e  arouad noon 

and made a dash +or Exf t No 2 ,  a r r ived  at its object ive  at  1330. 

W I ~  sm.3mTs The causeway leading through HOUDfENGrILm 

was brought under control  p rao t ica l ly  

without f igh t ing .  STR.4PW1S main body caught up wi th  the  advance 

party about 1500 hours. The column had kept the  German ba t te ry  

entertained until C O T  R. D. WINmRS of Company E made a t r i p  



, .  . 

t o  the  Beach and returned wi th  a group of tanks fPom the  sea- 

, 
asstroyed it. By 1800, second f3ak ta i~bn  ~ h s  wel l  organized a t  

Ex i t  No 2,  w i th  about 300 men on hand, including the  s t r a y s  

f rom other  u n i t s .  

CAPT SHETTUtS small roxce a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  RIVER DOUKE 

nei ther  improved nor impaired t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h e  briagea 

as t h e  day wore on. The group o f  506th men who had @lit away 

from GOL JOHNSON'S par ty  at T A  BAR- 

a r r i ved ,  br inging =kTTL;E h i e  first wora %hat a f r i e n d l y  force 

with a two-man p a t r o l  during the  af ternoon but found t h a t  JOBN- 

SON'S s i t u a t i o n  was " l i t t l e  b e t t e r  &hanfl h is  own and aooordingly 

discountea t h e  chance that he would ge t  he lp  from tha t  aouroe 

with  t h e  f l e e t  was t h e  first channel tMETTI;E had rsund t h a t  bay 

whioh provided a chanoe t o  r e p o r t  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t o  a higher head- 

t o  1 0 l s t t g  Divis ion Commander. That night  SWETTjXVS group waa 

r ieved,  one loaded wi th  suaLl arras ammunition and the o ther  wtth 

"SBEl"'f3 desor ip t ion  

~~. - 
- - -- ~ ~- 



and in less than one-half hour prepared. the  bridges for de- 

s t ruct ion- jus t  i n  case the enemy s t r eng th  grew u n t i l  it could 

not be held. At about 0200 on D PLUS 1, the Germans t r i e d  to  

make a s o r t i e  across  Bridge Na 37 b u t  were ariven back by the 

American f i r o  . 



While ihese varying dktions webe t ak in8  p lace ,  the  major oon* 

centra t ion of l O l s t  Divis ion 's  s t reng th  was g r a d u a l w  f o k b  

circwrastances of the  Drop and h i s  own laok of  communication^. 

p r ac t i aa l l y  without  exception, t h e  v i t a l  ob jec t ives  of ~ i v i s i o n ' a  

operation on D Day v;ere s ca t t e r ed  around the  perimeter of Di-  

v i s i o n * ~  a r ea  of operation. That was t r u e  of t h e  causeway 

posi t ions a t  FOUCARVILLF:. The Division was exploding l i k e  a 

the s i t u a t i o n  oa l led  f o r  a g r e a t  d e a l  of out-f ight ing and r e l a -  

achieve8 a concentrat ion.  

reason of the  scantness of h i s  fo r ce  and hi8 nearly-complete 

radio i s o l a t i o n .  Re had made oontaot with h i s  Secona Bat ta l ion  

but apa r t  from t h a t ,  he was p r e t t y  much alone and he f e l t  t h a t  

protecting the  r e a r  of the causeway-bound p a r t i e s  and in .trying 

to achieve a f u r t h e r  concentrat ion of  the  Regiment. I n  the  
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absence of any s u b s t a n t i a l  i n f o r m t i o n  a s  t o  the loca t ion  of 

enemy forces,  he decided t o  send out a number of p a t r o l s  t o  

f e e l  out h i s  own pos i t ion  and make contaot. These p a t r o l s  a l l  

operated as combat p a t r o l s ,  armed and ordered t o  engage the  

enemy on sight . One pa t ro l  under LT SALVI K . X4mSON, S-1, 

went through the  v i l l a g e  of V;IERVILU and moved on Cbroueh EIXB8- 

VILE3 Without f inding any enemy. They d i d  not know it bu t  the  

l a t t e r  v i l l a g e  had already been v i s t ed  by ZT COL HARKY BI 

of 501st Regiment, who had oome down seven miles shor t  of his 

avn jump f i e l d  and had walked from near STE MIERE EIGLISh', "ex- 

pecting t o  fLna a German behind every t r e e  or a t  every tu rn  i n  

the road, but f i n d i n 4  nothing."* A t  RZF,SVILLE, K.XX'@+RD baa found 

a dozen paratroopers, representing almost a a  many d i f  r e r e n t  

organizations, Instead of taking them along i n  a body, K X m  

had oriented each nan and sent him on h i s  way t o  h i s  separate  

mission. Another of SINK'S p a t r o l s ,  under C U T  PETERS of Regi- 

mental Eeadquarters Compa~y, moved southward and ran i n t o  an 

enemy machine. gun poait ion.  Two of the enemy guns were booked 

out; PETERS was Ei l l ed  i n  t rying t o  Cet a t  the  t h i r d  $un. Gre- 

nades and sub-machine guns proved t o  be the  nos t  useSulweapons 

9~ t h i s  kind of work, the main purpose of which was t h e  quest 

f o r  information. The force  f e l t  so  absolutely in the dark that 

it extended i t s e l f  more and more as  the day wore on untiil f i n a l l y  

even the Oormnatlder was taking inordinate  r i sks .  M t e r  t h e e  

officer-led p a t r o l s  had sought va in ly  i n  the v i o i n i t y  of DROP 

%w&'s words. 



%Om D f o r  any sign of Third Battalion,  SINK and h i s  5-3, W L ~  

H. H. KANNAH, s ta r ted  out a t  il0~ t o  extend. the search, going 

toward ST COME MI MOW.  One mile southwest of TT&J&ILB t h e i r  

jeep sped past a large enemy horse park; they were r ight  bD top 

of the encampment before they real ized it. There was  a sent ry  

standing a t  the gate and they shot him down a s  they whipped by, 

The driver had stepped on the gas, not r ea l i z ing  that he was 

wviag i n t o  a oul de sac. Ahead, and alongside, sINH suddenly 

became aware of Germans rising from out of the ditches on both 

sides of the road; the jeep was moving r i gh t  down the oenter 

o f  an enemy column which had Just f a l l e n  out. SINE and KANNAH 

Tired t he i r  p i s to l s ;  the dr iver  worked h i s  carbine with one 

hand and held the  wheel with the  othar, The @new was taken 

wholly by surprise,  and instead of returning the f i r e  instantly, 

they e i ther  ran or dropped into the di tches.  But  more of the 

enemy were r i s ing  from the ditches u:, ahead and SXNK real ized 

that t he i r  luck couldnqt l a s t .  They had run past troops fo r  

about 200 yards, but i f  they kept going they would surely be 

kil led.  There was a crossroads j u s t  i n  f ron t  of them. SINX. 

yelled to  the dr iver  t o  g e t  the jeep around a s  f a s t  a s  he could. 

They came back down the  l i n e ,  s t i l l  f i r i n g  t he i r  weapons. Once 

again they sped past the horse park. Then they were safely out 

o f  i t ,  amazed tha t  they had cleared the danger Without one aimed 

shot being f i red  aii them.* Soon a f t e r  STluif got baok t o  the OP, 

*SINK and HANNAH were the witnesses on t h i s  strange opiso8s. 
SINK i s  given t o  under-statement, especial ly  where it conoerns 
h is  own ao t ions .  

Z 



a runner brought word t h a t  a mixed group of about 70 0ffi0ePD 

and men, sone from the  Regiment and others  from other  u n i t s  

of both airborne d iv is ions ,  were engaging an enemy force a t  

HOLDY near STE U R I E  DU MORT and were not Paring too wall .  The 

enemy posit ion was organized around a ba t ta ry  of 1 0 5  m guns 

which no one had expected t o  encounter i n  t h a t  a rea  .* BY 

t im an addi t iona l  75 men from F i r s t  Bat ta l ion  ha3 o&ected ~t 

the CP. SINK sen t  them on t o  support t h e  HOLD€ at taok under 

cornand of CAPT ICNUT 8. WDSTEIN of Conpany C and C a T  LLOYD 33. 

PAEII: of' Headquarters Company; and when a group of 50 men u n d e ~  

a l i su tenmt  from 5026 Regiment a r r i ~ e d  a t  the  CP a ffw minutes 

k i j e r ,  QJXK cent them t o  support the  PASE-2UUI!9:m(:D foTce. 

It was a ooi;fuse8 act ion.  The foux-gun b s t t o r p  was in a has t i ly -  

prepared posi t ion with d i r t  enplaoements . Whether there had 

been infantry cover iw  the  guns, SINEvS men never had time t o  

learn; by the time the  PATCH-RAUDSTEIN force oame up, the SO ox 

60 Germans defending the  area had a l l  pulled back t o  within the  . 

gun position. Tha force  s t a r t ed  a double envelopment, PATCH 

. moving around one f lank with half  the men while RAUIXjTEXN and 

the remaining men a ta r ted  a sweep around the hedgerows on the 

other. But while they were busy i n  t h i a  turning movement, a m a n  

with a basoo~;a opened up on the bat tery,  f i r i n g  from a hedgeraw 

direotlg in f r o n t  o f  the, suns. The rockets h i t  among the  rner 

and arrmrukl+,ion with  t e r r i b l e  e f fea t ;  a l l  f i g h t  died .in the 

 h he ba t t e ryP$  pos i t i cn  ha8 no6 been indicrated on any Ct-2 
I 

reports. 



survivors and the two groups under PAlEH and RAUDST!XIN were 

able t o  c lose  i n  and des t roy them with  r i f l e  f i re .  A d i t c h  

behind the guns was choked wi th  enemg dead when the  ground 

was overwhelmed. 

The 502d group reached the  scene in  t h e  t o  mount guard over 

the guns, PATCR having decided t o  take h i s  men on aga ins t  

ST MAR33 SE:.MONT where a r e l a t i v e l y  s t rong enemy force Was 

s t i l l  r e s i s t i n g .  He got h i s  men a l i t t l e  way i n t o  the v i l l a g e ,  

but then had t o  back away Tram it, a f t e r  nccomplishing h s d l y  

nore than a cui-sory reconnaissnnce. The Germans were using a 

great  d e a l  of mortns f i r e  and w i t h  s t ~ o n g  e f f ec t .  PA!EII noted 

t h a t  t h e  Tiro 'vus pre t t y  we l l  follaving t h e  movements of h i s  

nan and he conoluded t h a t  it was be- regula ted  from an QP i n  

the tower of t h e  village church. Be returned wi th  some of h i s  

nen t o  t h e  b a t t e r y  a t  H O D ,  bore-sighted one of the guns and 

knocked the  OP out of the s teep le  w i t h  the  first couple of 

rounds. Then his men pressed back i n t o  the v i l l age .  Relp was 

a t  hand. %oops from the  Fourth In fan t ry  Division were coming 

in  from the o ther  s ide .  Under t h i s  aouble pressure ,  t h e  enemy 

withdrew via t h e  flank.* 

In the meantime, COL SINK, hearing by runner of the  r e s u l t s  of 

the ac t ion  e t  HOL-T, decided t h a t  he needed the  German guns and 

dispatched four jeeps f o r  that  purpose; tho crews were t o  tow 



- 

t he  guns back t o  the CP and bring a s  much ammunition as the 

guns could bear. But t he  plan was thwarted. Even bef m e  %?..VCR 

had l e f t  the  ba t t e ry  pos i t ion ,  t h e  l i eu tenan t  from 502d ~egiinen* 

had oonfessad h i s  nervousnegs over t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and had s a i d  

t h a t  the g m s  had b e t t e r  be destroyed, l e s t  t h e  Germns oapture 

them i n  a oounter-attack. PAEE dissuafia& him teWtiror i iy ;  

a f t e r  PATCB was gone, a few shelLs began t o  fa l l  arouncJ the ba t -  

t e ry  ( t h i s  was probably mortar f i r e  from S?IE WlE DU 110'3~) and 

the &;lard c i e t d l  proceeded t o  blow th ree  of the gWS. PIIUKvS 

d e t a i l  arrived jus t  i n  time t o  save the Pourth gun.* 

SLNK to the.?-r nppxi.n5ud zouads, t he  Cp sewtied t o  bsome the  

ear-get of lozal lmd.  ccunta;-,attack by the  ezemy forces .  The oli! 

stone d w e i l i a ~  wllicli SINS was u s b  f o r  h i s  headquarters was in 

a disadvantageous posi t ion;  there  w e m  l w - l y i n g  h i l l s  on t w o  

s ides  of it. TOO, individual  r if leman began t o  cxowa back i n t o  

the general a rea ;  sriiper f ire became inoessaat  end i t  was a l l  but  

impossible f o r  any of the comnanders t o  now f a r  i n  any dkwct ian . ' 

without drawing f i r e  f the hedgerows. ** SIAK got a f Qw man 

up t o  the  high ground but t h e i r  numbers were suoh t h a t  he knew 

*SINK took t h i s  gun alang on thd march t o  the DOm w.6 ffor 
seversl  days S t  augmaii%ed the regimmt Is f i r e  power. Lat.er, on 

L in lantry  lieu'ienant was u a k y  i t  along tho banks o f  that YLBRX uo 
?splg t o  a c**c-.rman baCLsry srkioh had bean harassing 506th. &-A aa- 
2j. l lory captain  a a e  up t o  him and said:  '%ere, l e t  me hand1.e 
t h i s  !Iv 0;1 the & c a d  round, t he  gun blew up, ki?-ling t h e  art1 l-. 
I.crym~n, %om Smd. 
"%I was the  omcensus of SINRqB t roops  tha t  i n  hedgerow cotm&zp 

the source. or rtitkrcr tha  l i n e  o f  t h i s  i r r e g u l a r  b u l l e t  f i r e  can be : 

detomined withir. an aro of 25.O t o  300 



he had no chance t o  hold if t h e  enemy made a d a t e r d n e d  move 

i n  h i s  d i r ec t i on .  In mid-afternoon, t h e  CP came under a per- 

s i s t e n t  small arms f i r e  from t h e  h i l l .  l i n e ,  i n  such volume as 

t o  ind ica te  t h a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  enemy fo rce  was c los ing in. 

SIM( aleaned ou t  h i s  headquarters  and l e d  a l l  hands up t o  the  

h i &  ground: o f f i c e r s  and t h e  few wounaed men grabbed r l f l e s  

and took t h e i r  p laces  i n  the  f i r e  l i n e  along t h e  hedgerows. 

After about 30 minutes of exchanging f i r e s ,  the  a n e w  a t t a a k  

subsided. Late that af ternoon,  t h e  Germans orowdod i n  again 

and SINK aade another  s a l l y  wi th  his headquarters crew and beat  

them baok. But he was c e ~ t a i n  t h a t  they  would come on again ,  

probably i n  g r e a t e r  s t e n g t h  a f t e r  tho  f a l l  of dark. Be axplaiaed 

the  s i t u a t i o n  t o  the old Zrenohman who lLv.ved i n  the  house and 

advised him f o r  his  own s a f e t y  t o  go elsewhere. The Fcenchman 

asked: "Where will I go? Where would I sleep?lf SIIE had no 

answer. The Frenchman r eminod .  

In the evenine;, U J  GZIJ TA7&OR, BRIG GEN lE AELIFI"E and t h e i r  

heaCquarters pa r ty  a r r i v e d  at  SIPX'S CP, coming from the  a c t i o n  

around POUEFEVXLG#,* Tlmro was o o o n f s r e n o ~  a t  which t e n t a t i v a  

plans wore nada f o r  an  advance southward on the  following morn- 

. GEN TAYLOR f a l t  t h a t  it was a s s a n t i d  t o  push on toward 

the  D O W E  aa r a p i d l y  as i 3 0 ~ ~ i b l ~  t o  nake sure t h a t  tho briclges 

*SINK had gone t o  WlT,SVZU i n  the morning t o  contact  the  D i -  
v is ion CP and learn of the  genera l  s i t u a t i o n ;  he found onLy t h m o  
Junior staff menbers t h e m  and could l e a r n  nothin%. 
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Were blown-a p a r t  of 501st Regiment's mission. Wrlless that 

were done, t he re  was presumably nothi% t o  keep t h e  enemy from 

throwing h i s  armor wainst t h e  m e r i c a n  f l ank .  ,This general  

advance would have t o  be preceded by a reoonnaissance i n  force  

t h r o u ~ h  V I X S i L L E .  Raving given t h i s  ou t l i ne  of h i s  i n t en t ions ,  

GEN T,lTLOR went on t o  h i s  CP. 

The night cane on with  SINK s t i l l  hearin@, no worQ from his Third 

Bat ta l ion .  B i s  to-tal  s t reng th ,  ready f o r  %he next day's work, 

included about 225 men rrom F i r s t  Ba t ta l ion ,  300 from Second 

Bat ta l ion ,  a platoon of AT guns, about 40 men from 82d Division 

and men from various otl-ier units t o  thp number of about 100. 

A l a rge  r m b a r  of przsoners takan during D Day were mainly from 

the Ceraan 6 t h  Paraclmte Regiment. Kany wers q u i t e  you-; some 

were over-age. They did no t  appear t o  be f i r s t - c l a s s  troops 

physical ly,  though t h e i r  ammunition supply was p l e n t i f u l  and 

the i r  equipnent was good. The majority were w i l l i n g  t o  t a l k .  

1) 

That night SINK publiehod tha order f o r  the  movement whioh was 

t o  get  underway at  0k30. The & O l s t  G l i d e r  rnfantxy Rat ta l lon ,  

which had come off  tho Beach tha t  afternoon, was t o  be th3  lead- 

ing element i n  the  advance through YDEKVXr;E t o  ST COME DZ' MOhT. 

The Ea t t a l i on  was at tached t o  506th Regiment f o r  the  opsr%Sian. 

Fir st ~ a t t a l i b n ,  Secoad Ba t t a l i on ,  Headquarters and attao.bd AT 

guns and onginears were t o  fol low, 133 that order .  

But the g l i d e r  b a t t a l i o n  d idn ' t  keep its apgointment iQ tfme, an3 

i t  became First B~zt ta l ioa ' s  task to lead off i n  the ea r ly  momics, 



Almost from t h e  moment F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n  steppod o f f ,  enemy 

sn ipers  began t o  buzz around t h e  fo rce ' s  f l a n k s  and f r o n t .  The 

hedgerows served them w e l l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  e a r l y  morning, 

before tho  l ight  grow s t rong .  T h e i ~  t a c t i c s  were of tha sim- 

p lea t - f i ra  and fade baok. The advancing body r a r e l y  saw any 

Sign of the  enemy but i t s  ranks had t o  proceed oauiiiouslg ta 

escapo the sear ing  f i r o .  It bccarm impossible t o  pu% t h e  oolumu 

over t h o  d i r t  road which l e d  i n t o  TmvILm.  he numbers of 

the  onemy soemed fow; thsy operatod from behind the  hedges and 

t r W S  an3 f r s m  wi:hin the  farm b u i l a i n g s  which flanked t h e  l i n e  

of advanco, ne,rar continuiry: the engagement u n t i l  it became 

possible f o r  tho & u w i c a n ~ ~  t o  o losa  w i t h  them. S~X'S wors t  

problem was  t o  koep h i s  nun moving into the t e o t h  of t h i s  type 

or opposi t ion .  Hc kopt a fow mt3n moving via thc' road, c h i e f l y  

f o r  the  purposo of drawing snonlJt rim. Tho gron tor  part of h i s  . 

s t reng th  advancad roughly in s k i m i s h  l i n e s  oxtandad on o i t h e r  

s t d o  of t h e  road.  Bocauao of the  na%u;ure of an advanco through 

hedgerow country ,  t h i s  nocass i t a ted  doploymnt  aver  an exoepr;ion- 

a l l y  broad f r o n t . *  

By 0900, F i r s t  Ba t t a l i on  had raaohod TTIERVILLE. I t s  oow:?.ndor, 

LT COL Ttl2MEa was i n  tho YX%WIJ;C;E church when COL SUE and G3N 

TAYLUFi a r r i v e d  and SITJK t o ld  T(JRNE3t that ha was t o  continuo t o  

*From SINK. 



a t tack  toward the  crossroads t o  the south of ST COm DU BIONT;* 

TURNER took t h i s  t o  mean t h a t  the  crossroads was t o  be h i s  

objec?;ive f o r  the  day. But the Bat tx l ion could hardly ge t  in 

motion again.  While s t i l l  among the VIXRVILLE houses, Company 

C was attacrked by enemy riflemen who had orept  i n  close along 

the hedgerow l i n e s  south of the  v i l l age .  These s c a t t e r b g  

forces were driven back slowly but they refused t o  disengage. 

Along each successive hedgerow, they built up a new f i r e  line, 

giving ground only when the movement of Rmericms down the south- 

ward-runnj.ng hedge6 and di tches threatened t h e i r  death or capture. 

I n  two honrs t h e  Bat ta l ion advanced cnly 1000 yenas. Come t o  

the oroasr.-.nds belaw VILWISJiE (339-899) the Bat ta l i sn  pzuseU 

f o r  reorganieution, ur~d at  t h a t  point t h i i ~ g s  change9 sornev~hat 

f o r  the b e t t e r ;  six Shermn tanks Trom a u n i t  which had landed 

on UTAH BEACH came forward t o  buck the  llne f o r  the  inpantry. 

They .improved but  d i d  not; wholly all;sr the  s i tua t ion .  Companp 

B,  which was  extended t o  r i g h t  of the road, continued t o  draw 

sharp f i r e  from enemy sk9rmishers moving among the  orchards and 

farm buildings beyond t h e i r  own open f lank;  it was good cover 

and the Corngang had l i t t l e  luck i n  f i gh t ing  them ofl. Paced 

by two tanks which were t ravel ing via the road, Company A, which 

was moving through fairly open country t o  l e f t  of the road, 

m ~ e d  Tight along t o  REQWOW, f"ollowed by Headquarters Company. 

A t  about 1130, t h e  enemy withdrew temporarily frw i n  f ron t  of 

 h he witness on these points  was the  5-3, CAPT E. H. HOWBU. 
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~ o i p a n y  B, and t h e  l i n e  was again s t ra ightened.  However, COL 

SINK had a l ready taken stock of the  s i t u a t i o n  and had concluaed 

tha t  F i r s t  Ba t ta l ion  would need help: a t  1100, Company D ,  then 

at & c ~ ~ O ~  AU PLAIN, got  orders  t o  move up and assist F i r s t  

Battalion. 

Thus f a r  t h e  Ba t ta l ion  had moved along somewhat under wraps. 

Despite t ha t  i t  w a s  plenOiful ly supplied with amall arm atn- 

munition, SINX bad warned h i s  men not t o  f i r e  i n t o  hedgerows 

or buildings exoe9t t o  r e tu rn  f i r e .  It was a preoaution whioh 

he thoughtadvisable f o r  tho sake of h i s  own people; 80 many 

paratroopers were s t a l l  on the  loose and looking f o r  t h e b  

un i t s  through th i s  oountryside that indiscr iminate  f i r e  Was aS 

l i ke ly  t o  k i l l  Ruerbans  as Garnans, This s p e c i a l  ooncsrn oost  

S I h J  a t  l e a s t  one f i r s t o l a se ,  ogportunity. %hi10 he was a t  

VlXRVILI.Z, he had seen severa l  hundred troops a l l l i n g  around in  

the  open about 2,000 yards t o  tho south o l  him. Thoy were on 

f a i r l y  low ground, which f a c t  enabled him t o  s ee  ' thm qu i te  

o lear ly ,  bu t  t h e  distnnoo was s o  gToat t lmt  he oould not  mke 

out t h e i r  uniform. Both SIXX and TA:KLOR put them under g lasses  

but s t i l l  oould no t  i d e n t i f y  them. The men were moving asound 

qui te  f r e e l y  m.6 seemed l i k e  a good t a r g e t  fox long-range maohiPs 

gun f i r e .  But SXNK oouldns t n?nke up his mlnd. !?They MUST be 

Our troops,*' he s a id  t o  'I!-ELOR, "Germans wouldn't be so  dumb as 

t o  move around l l h o  that ."  So he held h i s  f i r e  and sent  a p a t r o l  

t o  inves t igate ,  Tho p a t r o l  g o t  in close enough t o  make sure 



they were G e m n s  but by then the  enemy group was moving off 

t o  the southward. S IX  had l o s t  them t o  si@t by the  tine t h e  

pat ro l '  reported back,* 

Second Battal ion was a l s a  having 'heavy trouble.  T h o ~ h  they 

the enemy from the  v i c in i t y  of ANC.OVZLtE AU PLAIN. However, 

a f t e r  F i r s t  Bat ta l ion  had oleared through V m V I Z L E ,  the enemy 

f i l t e r e d  back around the  f lanks  of the advancing l ine,  again 

l e t  loose a dsmrrt l is lng Pfre 03 Second B a t h l i o n  a s  i t  came 

into the  vllla.,yeB There were casua l t i es  a l l  along the  l i ne ,  the 

men took t o  the di tches and tSe Battal ion remained hung up, 

un t i l  f o u ~  of the s2x Sherman tanks which had come Parward t o  

threatened the mrmans from t h e  rear.**After several  horns of 

"Large nunber;q of the enemy ( the  exact count i s  not imarvn) was 

taken prisoner.  Seoond Battal ion than moved on t o  A N G ( W W  AU 

%lDi where Company D got its orders t o  m r o h  eastward and 

*It seems probable tha t  t51s was the  sane Geman group which. 
bouliced 02 RLiXW bat ta l ion  a t  'US PROUERIES and was aaptwsd 
bY J 0 3 E O M  at 14. KQ?QTXTi%, although t h i s  waa never co l l f i rmd.  

**~cocrd:n$ t o  SIN&, 4 tanks poeled off t o  help Beaond Eat ta l ion  
throu,gh V:WVILUi' and 2 woat  f o m r d  t o  Firs$ Bat)alion. However, 

t o l l s  of 6 tanks ge t t ing  forwazd to  F i r s t  B&tta;lion and 
then of 2 tanks lwadlng .tks way in to  mALXWT, whiah inQioatos. .. 
that the  act ion of tho tanlc force  was as indSoatod in this mr- 

- - _- _ -. - - - 
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was h i t  by a German rooket and careened baolcward around a bend 

in  the road.* COL TLTRNEFf got i n  the tank t o  d i r e c t  the  a r t i l l e r y  

and machine gun f i r e .  ' The tank noved around t h e  band again and 

was h i t  two or three  timea by rockets. For 20 minutes the  tank 

was itlotionless and apparently disabled; then i t  baoked around 

the turn iil the road again and TURNER got  out and phoned f o r  

an a r t i l l e r y  observer. The l a t t e r  got there a t  the a- time 

that SINK reached the forward l i n e  and the three  men l a y  i n  a 

roadside d i tch  and talked things over. TURNEX sa id  t h a t  h i s  

Den Were be% h i t  hard by mchfne Gun f i r e  but that; he f e l t  

he had a cb. anoe ts neutralize t h e i r  guns with tmak a r t i l l e r y .  

SIMlh to1.d. nim t o  go c n  with tho tanks i f  he. f e l t  that  he oould, 

then he adccd: '%J ~o i .~Pu l ! "  Tba tank sta.rt.ed forward again.** 

It went only a l i t t l e  way. T[mSDlX raised up out of the  t u r r e t  

suddenly and a sr.ipor shot him dead, i n  s i ch t  of m n y  of the 

man on the forward line. That misfortune stopped tha advance. 

During a l l  of t h i s  play, Company B was baing heavily engaged 

along i t s  rimt m a r ,  and most o f  the  s trength of Headguartors 

COmpany were sngagod w i t k &  it. 1aJ M3STE:R, tal;ing over the  cam- 

mnd,  decided tha t  he wna in  no posi t ion t o  procsod and Company 

A was ordered baok t o  BEA.'zrmONT to reorganize again. A t  1600 

Psr t i f ied  f u m  bal!.d.ings on the r i g h t  f lank and assaultea them 

with grenade a*?d balmnet; the  enemy d i d  not fo ld ,  and the Capmy 

*IFrort. HO'rZLL. 
**mom SDX. 



reaoilea once more on the village.* 

The l i g h t  tanks,  Company D and SINK, making a second t r i p  t o  

h i s  f oxvrard l i n e  , all arr ived a t  one time. SINK had no inten- 

tion of o a l l l n g  oPP the  edvnnco on ST GO&@, DU MONT and the  

strength of Comp~ny D cave some promise t h ~ t  he was l i k e l y  t o  

get there.  The Company counted 94 men-perhaps the  1,9r$est 

assenbljr of the day.** As they Inarched in to  BEAUMON'P, they 

found tho men of first Bat ta l ion  c l o v ~ l y  clustered together .  

It was not a heal thy situation. Even as they asr ived there ,  

they were met by a heavy oonoent~a t ion  o t  mortar f i r e  from a 

distance nixed w i th  machine pistol f i r e  from olose rungs. Nost 

of i t  went wide o f  the  oourtyartl i n  wh ioh  the man were gathered* 

Company D ,  scnrce3.y cheokiag i t s  s t r i d e ,  moved r i e h t  out  agains t  

t b  enemy sk i rn i shors  pressing i n  from, tho westward and drova 

them bagk u n t i l  they W Q m  beyond Pifle shot o f  ELWJ'UOm. Un t i l  

1830, the  Conpany marked time i n  BEnI,XONT, then led ofP down 

tho CBRENTBN road. Only one l i g h t  tank paced the Company: the  

body of the  F i r s t  Bat ta l ion  was s t rung out wel l  t o  the  mar, 

with A ,  C ,  HQ and D moving i n  that, or&ox,*** MAJ FOSTW had 

boen wounded i n  t h e  l a te  aftornoon and the Bat ta l ion  command 

had p s s e d  t o  OAPT PATCH. 

*From H O ~ ~ L .  
**~ccording t o U C  b X W J ,  Compnng Dts o f f i c e r s  gathered tho 

impression t h a t  it was LREiiZRq3 aeuth r a the r  than wxo@ssiv~ 
personnel l o s sos  which checked tho a t t a l i o n .  
***&om HOWXLL. 



The men of Company D kept t o  the  hedgerows an8 di tches  but they 

traveled a s  fast as they could go. The l i g h t  tank hugee8 t h e  

road and continued t o  rake the  hedgercws wi th  machina gW f b e .  

Every yard gained was ground whioh tho  enemy held and subsequent 

examination of it showed strongly b u i l t  f i r e  p i t s  and emplace- 

ments on both s2d.e~ of the  mad. Yet only one man from CompanY 

D was h l t .  It was baoause the  tank kept moving and f i r i n g  and 

the Germans were never given a chanoe t o  get  t h e i r  heads up, 

so the  men thought.* But a l so  they f i r e a  a s  they went along. 

Ey now they were getting close  t o  t h e  countryside where COL 

EMLARD and h i s  man wore o;*eaging the enemy at  ml3 CIR!XJEBII?S. 

The situatLon tk-ere and i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  COL 53ILYE0WS at ra ined 

s i t ua t i on  a t  ZA. BQTBTZZ wore prime remons why COL SZNX had 

continued t o  prod h i s  column along, even after t h e  temporary 

repulse a t  BEAUHOLUT. By d i rec t ion  of t h e  Division c o m n d e r ,  he 

baa suspendad JCIHNSOXyS order airecijing Bi&;LILRD t o  advance t o  

U S  DR;3UERZS. SINK f fe t  t h a t  he neaded BAL;CRRDvS battalion 

and the  pos i t i on  which he had already es tabl isked a t  I;ES DRJROU- 

ERnS  as a springboarti Prom whish $9 launch his own a t t ack  through 

ST COMB MT MOHT toward tbe  DOUVE: bridges. By the  s a e  token, 

i f  he suooeoaed, the  premure agains t  both JOHNSON ana BAUARD 

would be eaaed an8 he would achieve the  f i n a l  abjec t ives  a ~ o u n d  

the C ~ ~ ' T B . N  bridgehead which h a  th& far eluaea 50 l~ l t  Re&- 

ment. The sec tor  of l O l s t  Division would then be fairly wel l  

"This canre from MAC MTLWN and a group of h i e  non-cams. 



coEsoli8ated. 

But despi te  the  c e l e r i t y  of Com~any p v s  advance, the  d l f f i o u l t i e s  

Of the  a t t aok  were s t i l l  enornous. The r e l a t i v e  fresnness 

Of t h a t  body a s  compared wi th  the battie-wearinese of the  r e s t  

of the  c o l ~ ,  mi l i t a ted  aga3.net a maintonanoe of oraor in t h e  

mwenent. It would have been hard enough i n  a9y oaSG $0 keep 

forces i n  juncture and t o  make sure t h a t  the colwcrn was raason- 

a b l y w e l l  closed-up from f r o n t  t o  rear: the resurgent and ir- 

regular  charaoter  of tho  opposition and the cut-up nature of 

the hedgerow country were major intcz'faronces which kept t h e  

diff 'eront pe r t s  of the column from aeoing and reeling on0 

another. Ths n ~ a d  f o r  spided wag such that t.hey moved ahead as 

rapidly as they could, not  worrying about these thtng.8. Campany 

D was i n  very muah of a fog about tho S i tua t ion  i n to  which it 

was moving, They know t h a t  f r i end ly  txoopa were supposed t o  be 

somewhere on ahaab, though exact ly whore, no one h a d  told them. 

So as they apmoaohed t h e  axo~s'oads oas t  of ST  GOIS DU IRTNT, 

they put up orange f lares- the f r iendly  s igna l .  Warn~ t ly  thoy 

got orange f l a r e s  back from both flanks. It oheaxed them greatly.. 

The word pasaod around: Vr i end ly  troops on both flanks." Tha . 
stepped out  more fsooly. Then fire om@ a t  thorn from both aiaoa 

and. they ran  through it as rapi5J.g as they oould, s t i l l  f igur ing  

t ha t  somo of t h e i r  own comradea Worb wking a mistake .* A l l  of 

*Said K G  iVELLM and SIILnYEa: "It ha6 t o  happen t o  our men a 
second time-at tho crossroads below ST COME SU MC:?fT--bafora any 
of us caught on t o  tho f a o t  t h a t  the  Gerr;mns now understood t h e  
orange s igna l  and wore using it a$ainst us, ' 1  



t h i s  t i m e  the men of Company D haA beon h~ar ing  heavy f ir in@; 

over on t h s i r  l e f t ;  i t  continued t o  mjrstify tham a s  they d m  

~n wore not know anything about tho light R A L U D  and h i s  DL- 

' passing r i gh t  through tho jaws of a German fo r ce ,  p a r t  of which 

tank c l s m n t s ,  was da?loyo.fl d i r e c t l y  nor th  of ST COME illT WNT. 

It remainad f o r  C U T  PATCH and h i s  Bat ta l ion  $0 uncovar what 

Company D had ~acapod .  ~.kt co-a had already bocono split 

by tho d i l f i c u l t l o s  of eho m r c h .  About 30 men from CMJ.pn.Y A 

and 40 from Hoaaquartsro Company had  ush had on ahaad of the  

roads tha tank which was paoFn3 t h  Batkalion w&e s t ruck  dcad- 

the moaont of t h e  explosion, machinij gun f i r e  f r o n  thu f i e l d  

Positions north of ST COME DU WONT broko a l l  around the In fan t ry  

l ine .  No groat  damage was donoby  tho machino gun fir@. More 

because of what had happonod t o  t he  tank than anything e l so ,  

and machine guns on the  pos i t ions  ahead. The l o c a l  f i r a  fiat 

Bat ta l ion  t h a t  it had a t  leaat dontoe t he  enemy posi t ion .  Ln 
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elements of Company A and Readquarters Company which f o r  a 

time had strung along wi th  Compeay 13. They got  a s  par as the 

high ground t o  the south of the crossroads and t o  r i g h t  of the 

main road a li-t ; t le southeast of ST COnD DTJ MOPJT. There they 

draw f i r e  from enemy posi t ions  on t h e  ou t sk i r t s  of the  vi l lage:  

it s t a l l ed  t h e i r  movement and they continued to engaao On t h i s  

ground, k i l l i n g  a number of t h e  enmy and taking four misonere .  

Company D kept r i g h t  on going." 

If Company D had bean puobiiw i t s  luolc, a t  l e a s t  it had been 

pushing, and thus far ve loc i ty  alone aeewer? t o  have ca r r ied  i t  

safely throuzh and p.st the  &n&ers whlch had s t a l l e d  tho pa r t s  

of the colunin which had acted  loaa  boldly, That  reward ramsined 

constant-or very ncarly. so.  The Gorapany cane at  l a s t  t o  t h e  

crossroads south of ST C W  J)U mBT. This was horn bass-the 

far obJective given the  G-ny when it had rreooivea the a t t a c k  

order back i n  ~ ~ ~ O P ? T . * *  So She Company hal ted ,  wafting f o r  

suppost t o  cow up. A t  t h a t  ~ o m e n t ,  i t s  fortune changed. The 

tank which had l e d  t h o  advance a l l  the  tgay from BFAUNOAW was 

s%ruck by a German rockot;  the vehic le  was diaabled and severa l  

*HOWEU i a  the witness as t o  *he men of Cutnpanlus A and HQ 
breaking off f r m  the  r e s t  of tho Ba t ta l ion .  It i s  corroborated 
by PATCH who t e l l s  of tho resC of tho c o l ~ a i l  baing stopped by 
the aocjdeot to the  taulr. F24TZB is a l so  tSe witness as t o  the  
act ion of tho "8- and %QTq ncn r;o sou.r;heast of ST C O I U  DU UONT, 
I n  the o r i ~ ~ r z a l  re.Jord, it refGrs t o  thefie cloments having 
ltcaught uiI" with Cornpxqr D on t h i s  ground. That i s  correot.  
But  they broke away f rm  thorn h i e d i a t o l y  a f t o r .  H % m L  t e l l s  
of the Company again pickisg up thoso elo~zants  on t h e i r  r e t u r n  
march some t h e  around 2330. 

**From XAC MIL IN^ 



members of t he  crew ware k i l l e d .  For s e v e r a l  days t k e r e a r t a r ,  

the h u l l  rermined t h e r e  a t  the  i n t e r seo t ion ,  a dead m a  in-  

side. The plaoe came t o  be known a s  I t D W  I M P S  CORI?m.O* 

However, the  CwWanY took t h i s  l o s s  in s t r i d e .  The mission 

was a l ready  done and t h e  men f iguxod they could hold what they 

haft gained. Too, t he  company had received unexpected reen- 

forcements-of a kind.  A t  ~kie  inBersect ion as the Gowpany came 

up was a oonvoy of 8 Anorloan t ruaks  loaded w i t h  Qtmrtormastsr 

suppl ies .  By some acc iden t ,  t he  oonvoy had become l o s t ,  ana 

by some mi rac l e ,  it had ririven r i g h t  tbxcugh enemy-held S T  C O W  

DU MONT wikhout r u c e l r i i ~ g  a b c l l e t .  The l e a 5  d r i v e r  had h i s  

flaSiCLigh'b otri; a.id wsa loukin.g a t  a ,my.? whm MAG hT3,LW an? 

h i s  men c a w  aLo;xk<; ~n.tJ.1 I:,IA.C NJX-L~LB t33.d h b ,  he are. h i 8  oom- 

panions wrza wfte umvm?e t h a t  t h e i r  t r ucks  represented the  

spearpoint of t h e  Amrfcan  advanoe. UAC hZIJ3AT t o ld  **he truok- 

e m  t h a t  they b u t t a r  s t ay  wi th  tku Gom$any i f  they wished t o  

ge t  out  a l i v e ,  a d  t o  some of the other  o f f i c e r s  he remarked: 

"It looks  just 1Ske a f iold problem-t~uzka u a i t i n g  here  t o  

carry  us  home .tr** 

SmC, who was now a t  h i s  CP in AI,TGOVILLE AU PldDJ, d id  no t  know 

that; Com9any D had gcno t o  t h e  crossroads ,  though hnviug go t t en  

wozd thet RALnCiI had xeaohea ground Zust n o r t h  oT ST GO!= DV E:ON;P, 

he began t o  susyeut t h a t  i l l s  fo rce  was alroady over-extenaod, 

*From B I ~ .  
**I?rom &E,I.w. 



PAER d i d  n o t  know how far Company D 1 s  advance had cont inued . 
but he f e l t  t h a t  h i s  own p o s i t i o n  was s t rong  enough t h a t  he  

could spend t h e  nf.ghtthere; t h i s  confidenoe was g r e a t l y  s t r eng th -  

ened when a t  about 2330, BIIllC ~ I W U ' ,  having f a i l e d  t o  r ece ive  

SuPP0rt at t h e  f a r  c ros s roads ,  f e l l  baok on T~A!XB'S pos i t i on ,  

wi th  Conpany D escorting t h e  t ruok  convoy.* 

H€i~ing s i zed  up t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  t h i s  way a f t e r  enjoy2ng j u s t  a 

t a s t e  of victory, they  were chagrined when a t  midnight COL SJNIi 

ordered them bm5: t o  B$.&U:.;GXT . SIHK t o l d  them t h a t  he oould 

no t  explain  by redio  why he  wanted t h e  r e t r o g r a d e  movement: the 

f a c t  was t h a t  he had been s o r e l y  tempted t o  l e a v e  them t h e r e  

but had deaided f i n a l l y  that he was unduly exposing an8 endanger- 

ing t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  smal l  body.** 

A t  0030, the fa l l -back  got undexway and SF 0130 most of t h e  

f o r c e  was baok i n  BEAUMONT. ~ h & e  was one no tab le  exception:  

Company D hadn' t  q u i t e  run i t s  couraa f o ~  the day. It was a 

last touch of i rony t h s t  when t h e  o r d m  f o r  a r e t i r emen t  came 

through, most of t h e  men of aompany D took it t h t  they  were 

r e l i eved  anti would 80 baok t o  t h e i r  own a t t a l i o n .  Under CAPT 

GROSS, they marcbed a13 t h e  way t o  APJOWU;L;e: aTJ P V  end cfidnqt 

learn u n t i l  they reaohed t h e r e  t h a t  they were t o  attack nex t  

morning from an LD just beyond BiGIUNONT. So they t hen  doubled. 

back t o  EJUUb:IONT, having l o s t  s o  much tirue i n  t h i s  unnecessary 

*From HOWELL, PATCH and M4G &IlZLAN. 
**From SIPIK. 



detour t ha t  they were given l e s s  than an hourfa r e s t  before 

forming fo r  b a t t l e  i n  the e a r l y  morning." 

Some reenforcements had arr ived laCe in %he afternoon, and Gus- 

ing D PLUS 1 night, SINK'S force  continued t o  grow. The grea te r  

part of two a r t i l l e r y  ba t ta l ions  had cone in.  EIYELL'S bat-  

talion of' 501st Reeiment had come i n  and BALLARDIS ba t t a l i on  

of the same Regiment had at last go t ten  the  u p m  hand i n  the 

fight a t  U S  DROLTERBs. The 401st Glider  n r a n t r g  Bat ta l ion  

had reported a t r i f l e  belatealy and a few adai t ional  l i g h t  

tanks had arr ived from the Beaoh. 

The l0la"i'a b a t t l e  t?_us par had been carr ied  along by r a the r  

meager forces.  TLe p i n o i p l e  of surpr lae  had been re-vinGi- 

cated by the  xesu l t s .  E m  f o r  t h e  first t h e  a oonsiGexable 

task force had formed up and concentrat ion was the  dominant of 

operation, That night  the plan was published f o r  the  a t t a c k  

southward throuch the  town which Compuny R already had out- 

flanked but which was thought t o  be she l te r ing  qukte a number 

As for SINK'S Third Battalion-or r a t h e r  t h a t  portion of i t  

which Was eaboJied in CAFT S H E m ' S  fa roe  a t  the mouth of the  

DDUVE RIVER--it continued i t s  solitary b a t t l e ,  unhelped by the  

others, wholly out of touch with them and dupxived of all in- 

formation a s  t o  how mines were prooeodlng elsewhere throughout 



the beachhead. DWing t h e  morning of D FLUS I day, the  eneW 

had confined h i s  e f r o r t  t o  she l l fng  the  general area w i t h  ar- 

t i l l e r y  and n o r t a r s .  $he American f o r c e  ha1.a on. About 1200 

a f l i g h t  of P-47's appeared ovexheaa. Vith the he lp  of a cut- 

up s i g n a l  panel, CEDTTlX asked f o r  bombing of  the a n e w  pb- 
* 

s i t ion .  Apparently the  l o r w i t i o n  got the s9gnal. A t  1430 the 

P-47's re tu rned  and dropped about 1 2  bombs, Gbree of which 

landed i n  fXETCLZTS ground w h i l e  the o t h e r s  landed on a r  around 

the br idges .  n r t h e r  damage was prevented by the  quick ao t ion  

of C W Z A X N  MC GEE who waved an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f l a g  i n  f r o n t  

of a plane wkiah  wgs co~!.ng i n  low t c  strafe thn p a i t i o n .  

and the othe-a b u i l t  up a Lx+t't.nsive l i n e  facing rearward and 

f l ank  p a t s o l s  were a i s g ~ t ~ h e d  t o  keap the m e w  force under 

olose observat ion a s  it c a m  on. The patrol8 nads contact  with 

the Germas as they began t o  dep3oy i n t o  a :toode about 300 

yards. t o  ths hertoan ?oar ; t l l ~ y  thon wcnt t n t o  ac t i on  w i t h  

whatever weapons they o a r r i e d .  There was a s h o r t  but  b r i s k  

fire Ti&*. The enemy, ap2arsn t ly  u ~ ~ E X  t h e  impression that 

they were denline wieh super ior  f o r c s s ,  bqpn t o  wrrander i n  

groups o f  25 o r  3 0 ,  By Zsy v s  end, STBITEX'S group had takon 

255 pr isoners  and huA k i l l a d  3 j or  40 Cermafis. Tho nieh t  p a s e a  

q u i e t l y  exoept f o x  a b r i o f  period whoa an enamy groldp t r i e d  to 

complete the dos tmot ion  of the br idges .  They wore driven back 

by small arms f i re .  The Americans found some aaditlonal ma11 

- 50 - 
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arns munition a w i n g  tho darknuas. What hoartanod .them 

most, however, was that thoy came across anothor bundlo aon- 

t a i n i ~  a 60 m mortar and about 80 rounds of HF, ~ q m i ~ i t i ~ n . *  

*porn S E T T L E  and a group of his oflicors . 



seened t o  be responding  only t o  one w i n  i a ~ a s e - t o  away, 

if they could,  t o  beyond t h e  CARF,I\T\TTP;N marshes .  While every 

hour &ad b rough tg rea t e r  cohesion in t h e  m e r i c a n  f o r c e ,  t he  

rate of C i s i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  enemy was even more rap id .  1% 

i s  i na ica ted  t h a t  t he se  c o n t r a s t i ~ l ~  e f f e c t s  were due l e e s  t o  

heavy Germn l o s s e s  i n  t h e  e ~ r l y  hour s  t h a n  to t h e  shock Te- 

sult ing f rom s u r p r i s e .  The c?isarrangarilont o f  t h e  Cernon plan 

of defense wrou$ht by 1,Olst  division?^ a t t a c k  would account i n  

part f o r  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of wel l -organized r e s i s t a n c e .  But beyond 

the maasure of any s t r i c t l y  t a c t i c a l  d i sadvantage ,  t he  enemy 

appears t o  have become v i c t im  of an acute t o r r o r  which numbed 

h i s  movements. Cthexwise, BAIJ&?D cou ld  soa rca ly  h a w  survived. 

While h i s  small grcup wa3 pickinc awiiy a t  one ooxsner of t h e  

outer defensas  o r  CP CCAn TJU IUfONT, ot i i~p  oalzaruy fo rce8  were go- 

ing past him which  n i s h t  quickly  have broken h3m i n  a v isa .  

Some of t h e s e  ailany elements appear t o  have been bolting i n  

planless escape.* a t h e r s  m y  have been f istiq; a Uelaying 

a c t i o n  a t  and around  ST C O W  DU KONT t a  c o r e r  t h e  CIMmm causa- 

way bridges 80 *ha t  the  troops t o  the norGh oP thmil would kave 

a chance t o  come on through. 

BPLLAflD remained where he was, s t i l l  f i g h t l n l ~ : ,  and Che Porco 

under SIlK came on down t o  h i n  from E&zuII;@~?T and AlUlcTWIZL& AU 

PLAIN. EIe was h o l d i n g  down the  l e f t  flank of STNI:r3 general 

position when the Rrncrican f o r c e  formed up on t h e  n i ~ h t  of 

 h his i s  n o t  a g r a t u i t o u s  asser tLon  bu t  io sl.mp1.e enphasis 
on the c o n t r a ~ t i n g  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  f oroe opposind Jlr-SOIT and t h e  
force driven baok by SINK. 





D FLUS 1. But it was f o r  a s h o r t  time only.  His m m  had boon 

pretty we l l  used up i n  two days of combat; it w a s  be l i eved  t h a t  

they would be of l i t t l e  use on the  next morning e x c e p t  as a 

general reserve.  F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n  of the 401et  G l i d e r  In ran t ry ,  

which had come i n  w e r  UTaI BE,4CH, was put behind BALZU-tD With 

orders t o  a t t a c k  t h r o w h  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a t  0h4.5. The tr.lSdW 

infantrymen were t o  proceed forward from that Line ,  s l r~nt  off 

t o  the l e f t w ~ r d  of ST COA@ DU bfONT, advance 'co t h e  lmin road 

beyond the town, s e t  t o  t he  CAREIYICAPT causeway and blow t h e  

bridges-the mission aesigned i n i t i a l l y  t o  COL JOiINf3913 aria 

50ls t  Regi~uent. Uext i n  l i n e  t o  tho r i c h t  was t h e  s o s a t o h  foWe 

of Third BaJ~tnl ion,  S o l s  t Regiaent ,  undc.~. LT GOL Ir:b*SLL, which 

had picked up some a e d i t i o m l  s t rength .  The  att tali on ar-  

rived long m a t  nidniyht  and knew very Li t tLa of the  g e n e r a l  

s i t u a t i o n  and problem. Ei.IELIJ he ld  ahout a 4.00-yrnA S e c t o r  of 

t he  f r o n t  during the  n i g h t ;  a t  the jumpoff ,  he was SuPFOsed 

t o  a t t ack  straight through, a i n i n g  a t  t he  m a i n  highway j u s t  be- 

low ST GOhE DU LIONT. Two Bat ta l io i l s  of 506th Regiment i n  column 

held down the  extreme r i g h t ;  t h e y  were t o  ftiovo d i r e c t l y  upon 

the town. SINK had put his weight on Chis f l a n k ,  f i g u r i n g  t h a t  

t h e  main enemy re s i s t ance  vmuld be encountered in  and around the 

houses of ST C C m  DU MJXT. However, i n  the two companies,  A and 

D, which were carrying t h e  a s s a u l t  f o r  506th Regiment, the out- 

look  was not  too  fa rorab le .  Company D had wasted mas* o f  t he  

night ana muoh of i t s  s t r sn@h i n  f u t i l e  m r c h i w .  H a v i m  

marched almost t o  CAR.XI'PTAlT, the company had been r e c a l l e a  t o  



ANGOBELLE AU P L A E  and then  doubled back t o  BEAUMONT upon get -  

ting the order t o  join t h e  attaok. It was going on t o w ~ d  

0400 axl th:, hour of the a$t,-oh: when Campany I) f inished its 

c i rc le  tour and arr ived a t  th? l i n e  of departure. Nost of the  

men had no knowledge of t h e  s ~ t u a t i o n .  The comwny arr ived 

too l a t e  t o  s e t  orders, and ir, t h e  absenoe thereof,  the  men 

talked it over and deciaed thrc  t h e i r  mission was t o  go on t o  

t h e  sane in tersect ion where t l ey  had been the  night before .* 
The a r t i l l e r y  planning and : teparation were as elaborate as 

+he t ime ,  and ciroumstances - exmitted. The guns had regis tered  

in on 15 t a rge t s  around ST 'OME DU WNT and L6S DRDIBRIES some 

eime around midni&t an6 t k  3 art i l lerymen were given t h e i r  

o rde r s  f o r  the follrnving mr :ning, They were t o  put a pepara -  

tory f i r e  on these se lec ted  targets-mainly suspeoted e n w  

strong points and t h e  road in tersect ions .  Then the f i r e  was t o  

pull back toward SINK'S l i n e ,  s teady and then move forward a$aW 

~ 9 t h  the infant ry  timing i t a  advance to follow thks aol l ing  6i@?- 

rage .  The f i r e  would jump rorwara 100 yards every four minutes, 

P h s  i n i t i a l  acreen would be oontinued f o r  LO minutes, however, 

to give the foot fo rce  a fair chanae to catoh up with it and t o  

@ 
 h his is from B W  MTLLAN. SINg knew none of these de ta i l s .  

[OWELL said he was present wi th  QROSS at BsAUMONT a t  0345 and 
. s a r d  him get  c lea r  ins t ruct ions  from SULK a8 t o  where he was . 
o 60 during the at'tack. But the exact l i n e  of advance, s o  
a r  as H0XEI;L could r -member, warn?% speci~fed.  SIWrc cauldnf t  
eoa l l  the de t a i l s .  



prevent the a t t a c k  get t in$  off t o  a ragged s t a r t . "  

But despite these precise oaloulations the prospects f o r  the 

attaok were already awry because of cirourastanoes beyond th0 

control of the conmnanders. The aaaaul t  ba t t a l i ons  i n  oenter 

and on r ight  had reaohed the  ZD a t  nearly tho l a s t  momcn* and 

their men were i n  a s t a t e  of near exhaustion. To0 l i t t l e  

remained fo r  f u l l  coo,rdination even had the oommand hean fresh;  

as it was, the oommand was  sleep-walking. Officers  and men had 

kept going too long and were now t ravel in& on t h e i r  nerve. Said 

CAPT PATCi? of the  s i t ua t i on  on the s igh t :  T h e  man wore so t i r e d  

that we could not unilorstani! orders c lea r ly  even when they were 

clearly given. It i s  possible t h a t  tvo $ot an order and ir; made 

no impression on us.;v A s  t o  whether a clear  ordsr had been 

given, nam.ing t h e  ob jeotives and specifyine the  l i n e s  of aavance 

toward them, there i s  no answer. Later ,  COL 51h1 oould not 

remember his orders i n  detail and no kwo of h l s  subordinates 

could agree on the i r  under~tanding 00' the orders and plan. Fhey 

t r ied,  but they had simply blanked-out on t&at night .  

*No wri t ten orders were given the  a r t i l l e r y .  In f a c t ,  the ST 
COME action was fought without wr i t t en  orders a f  any kind. What 
is  said here about the  a r t i l l e r y  i s  COL STNICvS best  reoollect ion 
of h is  i?lstruotions. He was interviewed on 20-23 July 19kb a t  the 
Regimental CT. S was hazy on mang of the  d o t a i l s  of the 
action. (This was t rue  of a l l  o f  the ofr icexs.)  It appeara t o  
have been tho case tha t  most of the par t io ipants  were by t ha t  
time so exhausted tha t  thay hed only vague imgressions of what 
happened. Yhe absence of reoords $n Airborne Normandy i a  nwhexe 
more disturbtng than i n  t h e  ST COm aotion. There are many mlas- 
ing pieoes-arguments about objectives,  disagrwmante about orders 
and messages, even disputes a s  t o  where cer ta in  u n i t s  ware when 
the aotion began, 



~ u s t  a s  the  f i rs t  l i g h t  was breaking,  the prepara tory  Tire- 

high explosive shell. mFxed with white phoaphorue-was unloosed 

on the  town and i ts outworks. Jnsora2 as t h e  w a t c h i w  infan t ry  

coula judge, it looked q u i t e  e f f e o t l v e  ,* At  0.445 t h e  s o 1 l U  

barrage got s t a r t e d  and about 10 a i n u t e s  l a t e r  t h e  f i r a t  SOUpS 

of i n f a n t r y  a rose  and began t o  move forwar& alone; t h e  hsd$eXoWS 

and d2tchea. The t h i n g  09 the  a r t i l l e r y  wasn't  we l l  ad jus ted  

t o  the  pace of t h e  infantry; i t  l i nge red  t o o  long. Some of 

5 0 6 t h ' ~  groups had t o  h a l t  s e v e r a l  t i n e s  t o  keep froa r u m i n g  

into  t h e i r  own f i r e .  I lf ter  s e v e s a l  of Chese per iod ic  l i r ts ,  the  

a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  movsd on i n t o  the dls tanoe  beyond t h e  town houses 

and the advaroing men saw nothing more of' t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e i r  

own guns. A t  0500 the  Gersuano i n  ST COME MJ MJNT pxt up a hsavy 

smokescreen t o  ~ 0 2 t h  of t he  tovm, SINK judged t h a t  t h i s  was 

purposed t o  cover the withdrawal o f  outpost  fo rce6  ju s t  ahead 

of hls troops.** ' 

By t h a t  hour the i n f a n t ~ y  a t t a c k  w a s  a k o a d y  twiated out cf 

aontrol though s I ~  did not  g e t  r e a l i s e  it. On t h e  far ri@t 

of t he  l i n e ,  amow Company A of 506th Regiment, some of t h e  men 

f a i l e d  t o  g e t  the ordsr and simply held t h e i r  ground. The amount 

of enemy r e s i s t a a c e  was not formidable i n  t he  e a r l y  s tages  and 

t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  f i r e  from the hedgerows nor th  o f  ST Cob@ X U  MONT. 

Even s o ,  t h e  Ameriam advance waa Caking an oblique shift  towar8 

*These d e t a i l s  were given by SINK and h i s  G-3 Sect ion ,  aria 
su or ted  by BWX,L. 

g P ~ a t  i s  wale he re  o f  the  a r t l l l s r y  quotes 61NI[ d i r e a t l y .  



the l e f t  which was throwing the  movement out of b a l a m a  and 

' beginning t o  s t a l l  the  operation. This  confusion of purpose 

arose from seve ra l  f ac to r s  whioh combined t o  mke it a nos t  

natural  d r  l P t  . 
The boundary or  t h e  Bat ta l ion i n  t h e  cen te r  and t h e  EatCalion 

on the r i gh t  VJaS the  BEAUMONT-CARBnAN road uihtoh ~ Y - P R S R ~ ~  

ST OOME DU ATOm on the  ea s t .  Seve ra l  f i e l d s ,  screeneb by 

stoutly-embankod hed~erows,  l a y  between Chis road  and t he  town. 

Thus by t h i s  rou te  there  was l e s s  hazara o r  d l r s c t  f f r e  from 

t h e  main e n m y  posi t ions  ad fa r  t h e  troops on the r i q h t  that 

lffospeot Was much l v a s  f3:-bi.J3iw t h a c  8.a as sa~! i t  d i r e c t l y  On 

the town.* C.422 FATCH, wno wan c ~ r r ~ u . ~ d f n g ,  went i n t o  t h e  attack 

without h ~ v i r s  any c h a r  i d e a  of his k t t a l i o n  objeo.t;ive or  

which way he was supposed t o  nove. Re saw h i s  rsen move auto- 

mat ical ly  toward the  ~~CAJ~~QW-GUBTT~LT~ road as if they  were s u e  

th is  was what was iutendee. In  the  abssnco o f  c l ea r  orders  from 

t h e  commande~, it was an inevi table  oasum-$tion and a c t i o n  on 

their Part. Company D had been down t h i s  same road  the  night 

before  an8 had cleared it a l l  the way t o  the  intcsssection below 

ST CCJME DU !.!OW. Given a ohofoe, t h e y  would be c e r t a i n  t o  

g r a v i t a t e  tv~axcl  t he  approach which they already knew and where 

%hey had raaacn t o  hel isve  tho going would be f a i r l y  easy. In- 

deed, their found i t  so. onoe aga.in, Cornpang D r;~ovod s t r a i ~ h t  

on dcnvn t o  DEAD I@WS C O ~ ~ .  They were v i r t u a l l y  unopposed, 



By'0700 the  Company's l e f t  f l a n k  was a t  t b e  i n t e r a e o t i o n ,  

having reached t h e r e  before  any p a r t  of EWKLJ.,i6 f oroe had h i t  

the main road. Then t h e y  moved nor th  along t h e  main road to -  

ward ST CONE DU MONT, bu t  f i nd ing  tbemselven p r e t t y  much alone,  

they made no e f f o r t  t o  p r e s s  on i n t o  t h e  town. The Company 

took up favorable  ground smile d i s t a n c e  south of the  houses a d  

oontinued t o  sit  on it. They a t t r a o t e d  no a t t e n t i o n  Prom t h e  

main f o r c e s  of the enemy though through the day thoy received 

s c a t t e r i n g  b u l l e t  f i r e  f rom t h e  d i r ec t ion  of t he  GA,EBbPThM 

marshes. * 

The first e f f e c t  of th$s  Leftward movement, and o n  the subsequent 

d r i f t  of t h e  o the r  506th elemeutrr which it p r e o i p i t a t e a ,  was t o  

crowd EWELL, d n o e  the  c i rcumstances  were suoh t h a t  the whole 

l i n e  could not glve way t o  t h e  l e f t .  F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n  of 4 0 l a t  

Regiment, whioh had come through 5ALI31RDtS l i n e a ,  waB held on 

i t s  own l e f t  Plank by t h e  swamp and held  alonf: i t s  f r o n t  by t h e  

remaining enemy p o s i t i o n s  a long  t h e  h igh  e ~ o u n d  southeast oT 

ZES DROUERIES. WLL t h e r e f o r  cou ldnv t  do any crorvding i n  khat 

d i r e c t i o n .  He and h i s  B a t t a l i o n  had no choioe but t o  prooeea 

via the road toward the a s s i g n e a  objective-tho main road below 

S T  COAFE: DTf M W .  

That was what they d i d ,  an8 a t  f i r a t ,  wh i l e  they were moving 

+hrough t h e  first f i e l d s  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  road,  thoy ware not 

*This wa8 r e l a t e d  by PAWH and supported by t h e  oompang 
off i c e x s  . 



cramped f o r  mneuver space. The Batta l ion went forward w i t h  

two companies i n  l i n e ,  each cmpany with i t s  p la toons  i n  QoL-. 

It was  the bes t  way t o  move alonp, t he  lw3gerows. The r o l l i ~  

Barraze covered them u n t i l  they got a m s t  t o  l;ho l a r g o  e a t a t e  

buildings a t  323s DROUERfES. There t b  assault p la toons  r a n  

bodily in to  the first forces  of the enemy. The s h e l l i n &  h d  

begun t o  rout  the Germans out or t h e i r  ground and when they 

saw the  infantry  coning on, thoy t r i e d  t o  p111 away c m p l e t e l y .  

E"YBLL'8 men r a n  on through the f i e ld .  Because of tho  intervening 

hedgerows there  was no chanoe Tor clear shoot ing a t  these  floe- 

ing troops. The advance went on brokenly, tho p x a t r o o p e r s  run- 

i l lg a few Yards, then stop_ni,n@ to r i r e  f z m  t h e  n h s d 3 . d ~ ~  as thoy  

Saw t h e i r  t a r g e t s  pap out frca behin9 thS hsdgas. The k i l l i n g  

d i s t ance  was anything from 50 yards down t o  a few fa&.  Without 

o los ing  once t o  bayonet point ,  t h e  Rat ta l ion k i l l o a  about 35 

of t he  enemy i n  going through .b.S I n O U E R I E S .  The advance de- 

s t royed  most of what remined of {he prepared Gemtin dolansive  

l ine  nor theast  o f  ST CODdE DU E40NT, which l i n e  had run epproxi- 

ma te ly  southward t o  BSE A D D E V I U  and from t h e r e ,  westward by 

s o u t h  toward ST COME DTJ BIONT.* The German para t roopars  who had 

come i n  the  n i zh t  beforo had extended the  poa l t i on  by moving 

i n t o  a l i n e  of foxholes west of J;ES D R 0 3 l l m ~ S .  They pul led o u t  

when t h e  a e r i c a n  advance s tar ted.  IYlstead of us ing  t h e  pos i t ion  

as a pivo t  f o r  maneuver, the  eneny mobile t roops  t r i o d  t o  back 

away. So doing, they were destroyed i n  d e t a i l .  

* ~ h o  ex ten t  o.f t he  Germn position was s h w n  on a captured 
o v e r l a y .  



1% w a s  r ight  a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  the oomplications arose, aiE%L 

and h i s  &en oontinued on t o  the  BEAUMONT-GARljENTAN road- On 

t h e i r  l e f t ,  F i r s t  Bat ta l ion of 4Olst Regiment was b e i w  s tub-  

bornly contested by the  Germans remaining in the  p r e p r e d  pa- 

s i t i o n s  of t he  BEE: A D D ~ ~ L W ~ :  l ine .  Th i s  pressure aga ins t  t h e i r  

own l e f t  tended t o  dr ive  & 0 l s t s s  r i g h t  t w a r d  EWEW'S SectoT 

and these  troops began t o  crow& toward the  road. A t  t h e  road 

junotion below LES DROTRRIES, ZWiTLL buraped f o r  t he  first t ime 

in to  the r i gh t  f l a n k  of 401st. He made a b r ie f  lml t  f o r  r a -  

organization, then found t h a t  men from the  506th were crowding 

in s o  along h i s  r i g h t  f lank tha t  he wrrs i n  dangor of being 

pinched out. Be coula soe some oP t h e i r  men on t h e  road &ead 

of h i m .  So ho had. no choice but t o  h a l t  h i s  o m  Bat ta l ion  and 

t r y  t o  ge t  8"me he lp  in s t ra ightening out  t he  general s i t u a t i o n .  

He went over and complained t o  CAW H W X  about i t .  That of- 

f i c e r  oalLed COL SDn: and asked what should be done; by t h i s  time, 

both ba t ta l ions  of 506th had 3ulled off  leftward and were moving 

Pact ST C W  DlJ MONT along the  road running through EWELLvB 

sec to r .  The chance f o r  an orderly progression of t he  a t tack-  

through the  troops o f  the ri@t proceeding along the s h o r t ~ e t  

l i n e  w o n  the  town i t s e l f  -was thus a l ready  l o s t .  SINK to18 

HOWELL: wove the  Ba t t a l i on  t o  the r i e h t  and take up a defensive 

p o s i t i o n  t o  keep the  Germans from attaoklng from tth w o s t . ~ ~ *  

 h his colnes from EO!mL. ~ y L . X L  thought he had d i rec ted  h i s  re -  
marks t o  Thizd Ba t t a l i on  of 504th but IIirvEL& says t h a t  he t a lked  
t o  E&%W and took t h e  act ion here repor ted.  SINK sa id  t h a t  ha rc- 
c a l l e d  only t h a t  he had to ld  the 506th Bat ta l ions  t o  a t t a c k  to -  
ward the town; BYELL said t h a t  when he ta lke4  l a t a r  t o  SIPEX about 
t h e  orowding, t h i s  was wh3t SINK to ld  hla about the  orders  whioh 
had been givon. HOmLL said the BattaLion had been t o l d  t o  a t t a o k  
toward t h e  crossroads and t h i s  was what it d i d  by t h e  ehor tos t  
r w t e .  
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But it h d  bocom W w ~ s ~ l i b S e  t o  execute t h e  order as a Bat- 

talion. R u t s  of ComPanies A and D were already down a t  t he  

in te rseo t ion  Or moving north from it. hihereas t h e  l e f t  

flank of ConpanY D had moved via  the road t o  D m  W I S  COILMER, 

the rQht Plank bad t r i e d  t o  inove throuch tho f i e l d s  e a s t  of 

the towi.  As they gahad t o  about even wi th  the  houses, they 

came under enelw a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and were stopped. The Company 

had been l&OVing r i g h t  along t he  hedgerows, routing a few enemy 

from prepared positions along the edges of %he Pields.  Once 

immobilized by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  Elre,  they could not g e t  going 

again., They s t a y ~ 4  on t h e  Crounb, e a s t  of t he  to.rm and engaged 

i t  w i 2 h  ri:ies ar.0 %;ellades .* 

Companies D and C br!came irmobllized in &cut the same manner. 

A8 they moved thrau::h tho  fPeZdn between the  town and the  road, 

they becarno engapod i n  h~o'@rmi fight- with small groups of 

t h e  enemy who vmse t!Ldel.y sdaCterod but wel l  dug i n  over t h i s  

ground-the sane pound whore Company Dss r i g h t  flank had bog- 

sed aown. There t hey  atay\jlA, so  great ly  dispessed t h a t  i t  was 

Zmpossible t o  c a l l a c t  them and g e t  tho a t t a c k  going again .  The 

head of Campany A had rollowcd Oorupany Des l e f t  flank t o  D m  

&IAN'S CCR&Xi, and t ho  3ul.anoe of the Cmpany was s t ruqg out 

along the soaO.** So when IfmxU got h i s  order t o  have the Bat- 

t a l i o n  clove on tile v i l l a ~ a  from the oast, t he  best he could do 



was t o  c o l l e c t  n p a r t  of Headquarters Company Prom one of 

f i e l d s  t o  tho  e a s t  of t h e  road and put it i n  motion. The men 

of Headquarters Company moved through t h e  ground where Companies 

B and C had become immobilized and proceeded t o  tho first l i n e  

of houaos on t h e  e a s t  side of ST COME DU MOIST. AS thsy  went Co 

work c leaning out the  bui ld ings ,  Gerniin pa t ro l s  pushing in  from 

t h e  r i g h t  ( n o r t h )  bagan t o  turn them sna t h e a t a n  t h o i r  l i n e  of 

r e t r e a t .  30 tho  Conpany pul led  back. ~ u t  i t  had in those b r i e f  

moments made l;ho only a c t u a l  pene t ra t ion  of ST COm ISa 1\60NT 

which om.xred a t  any time during the  day.* 

The a r k L 1 l ~ r . p  which had stopped Compmy D'B rig:lL f l a n k  hacl 

given t h e  s e c t o r  a p r e t t y  geno:"al shakedown. C_@T JEW3 S. GROSS, 

Compmy D q 8  comarander, had estahlishtsd hia CP i n  a f i e l d  t o  tho 

l e f t  of  t h e  roac! bslow I;ES mOUERIES. He was atanding bclerlae 

a t ree talk.kin8 t o  t h e  Ba t ta l ion  Comnander, U BO8!?EB, about t h e  

p rospec t  of an advanco aga ins t  t h e  causeway bridges. A s h e l l  

from one of  tho  CAREIJTUJ guns k i t  t h e  t r o e ,  k i l l i n g  GROSS and an 

eng inee r ,  o f f i c e s  and wounding FOSTER. X t  was about the only 

r e a l  hurt t o  %he Capany  ooming o f  thisdpaytsaotion,** 

EWEUqS b a t t a l i o n  took a few losaoa from the  she l l i ng  ~ v h i l s  the  

nan w e r e  marking t h e  i n  t h  f ie l r l s  wa i t ing  f o r  EdEU t o  ge t  the 

3ituat  i on  c l a r i f ' i ed  . Be was only partway successful .  SIXKnS 

jrder a t  l e a s t  c leared t h e  506tihrs al61nants out Of RU3LStS path 



though it d i d  l i t t l e  t o  increase 5 0 6 t h ' ~  effect iveQess.  Sn 

the  f i e l d s  t o  eaat of t h e  town, t he re  oontinuea t o  be a melee 

and a mad mixing o f  ~OmpaieSr  Units had crossed and reorossed 

each  o the r ' s  l i n e  of advanoe and t h e  e r f eo t  of the  hedEerower 

had scrambled the s i t ua t i on  PurCher. The companies baa become 

wrapped arpund one another and now nobody was mu. On EWELL'S 

left, t oo ,  the s i t u a t i o n  sewed t o  be s tagnating;  t b e  401st 

wasn't moving and nobody seemed to  know why. About 0800, EKELL 

dec ided  t o  move h i s  own BattaLion out  without wai t ing  f o r  sup- 

por t  on bfa l e f t  o r  the  resumption of operat ions on h i s  r igh t .  

He s t a r t e d  them out  again i n  column of ownpanles. The Ocrman 

a r t i l l e r y  c o n t i m e d  its f i r e  but did not do espec ia l  damage.* 

The Eattalion moved r i g h t  on down t o  t h e  main road and took up , 

P o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  e a s t  of ii;. That put BiBU next t h e  German 

main a r t e r y  of  conmunicatioa. Yet as he moved h i s  men i n t o  

this back-stop ~ c s f t i o n ,  be had the fee l ing  t h a t  the  GmnanS i n  

ST COME! DU NOW were already beginning t o  withdraw toward t h e  

wese. He could sea  scene signs of rnavement in t h a t  aireot ion- 

a few wagons g e t t i n g  out ,  small groups of men nioving along the  

hedges. He knew t h a t  he ought t o  g e t  out t o  west of t h e  town 

and cry t o  b lock  the e x i t  but  he f igured h i5  f o r c e  Was much too  

N e a k  f o r  t h a t .  So he decided t o  continue OD down the  road an8 

3 0 2 . 2 9  t h e  CAREWAN causeway an8 the  bridges. I f  they  were going 

;o g e t  out  anyway, that might at l e a s t  keep them from surging 



back. The B a t t a l i o n  s t a r t ed  on t h i s  mission while the mornin@: 

was s t i l l  f r e s h ,  got  only a l i t t l e  way d o . .  t h e  road and r an  

i n t o  heavy f i r e  from the  houses around POLT DE DOUVE. EWEU 

fie;ursd t h a t  t h e r e  were a t  l eas t  two machino guns, one AT piem3 

and " q u i t e  a fewTr riflemen coverjag the causeway approach. He 

was undecided what t o  do next; then 88 mm f Zre from CME1flAX 

began t o  f a l L  around him and that  forced h i s  decision. He 

ordered  his  men t o  r e t r a c e  t h e k  s teps ,  a f t e r  first oa l l ing  f o r  

t he  American a r t i l l e r y  t o  go t o  work on the  PONT DEI DOWE Po- 

s i t i o n ,  only t o  discover t ha t  hie  wire had gone out. 

The B a t t a l i o n  then  CL0~ed back t o  the  same ground it had held 

n e a r  DEAD bL3E.n',8 CcXIER. p ~ e n  ~ h i l e  the Battal ion was deploying, 

was  h i t  from the north by Germans who appeared t o  be coming 

down bo th  Sides of the ST COEn m WSllT road i n  counter a t t ack .  

mu's men could, see almost nothivlg of the enemy. The a c t  i on  

beean w i t h  t h e  crackle  of r i f l e s  and Schmeissers f i r e d  from a 

d i s t a n c e  wi th  t h e  bu l le ta  f ly ing e r r a t i c a l l y  overhead. The 

n o b e  became s t e a d i l y  louder,  the aSm be t t e r ,  a s  the  Gamans 

worked t h e i r  way fornard ~ 1 0 %  the hedgerows and ditohes.  Curi- 

ously fXIOu.gh, t h e  l e f t  f lank of Company D, 506tb, whioh had ae- 

??loyea on grbund t o  e a s t  of the ST COME DU MOW road and t o  the  

north of EVfE-&QS p s i t i o n  was not bothered by t h i s  t h r u s t ,  nor 

by the a t t a c k s  which came on subsequontlg, a clroumatance. which 

h d i o a t e s  t h a t  t h e  pressure against B7fEI.L was co- m i n l y  from 

i n f i l t r a t i o n s  i n  the  f i e l d s  t o  west of' 
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sprawled over t h e  ground t o  eas t  of t h e  town l ikewise were 

never pressed. On EWXU alone f e l l  t h e  waight of  the German 

counter e f f o ~ t  and i n  retrospect ,  it is easy t a  see why. The 

Battal ion,  moving f i r a t  t o  the sou th  and then t o  the northward, 

had become the  chief  t h e a t  t o  t h e  German plan f o r  a withdrawal, 

whereas the other  elements of t h e  a t t a c k  had become s ta t ic .  

The f i r s t  slcirmish opened about 0930. Fsom then u n t i l  1600, 

INELL and h l s  Battal ion ware given no qu ie t .  The Germans kept 

surging baok, making s ix  attempts i n  a l l  t o  d r i ~ e  XWELL an& hlS 

men back from the  road. Eaoh a t t a c k  was a l i t t l e  better  organ- 

ized than t h e  one whbh precededit. Bach t i n e  t h e  volune of 

f i r e  b u i l t  up more t h r e a t e n i ~ s l y  . Each time, t h e  Germans closed 

t o  w i th in  one heGge~ow of the B a t t a l i o n ' s  Porward Ifne. There 

they  would l o s e  a few men froin the f i r e  which 3Nl$LL'S men were 

Pouring in to  t h e  thorn and the ambankaients. After  facing the  

danger  f o r  a Pew minutes, the surv ivors  would fade back, 

! 

In the beginning, W@L& had deployed a l l  o f .  h i s  men t o  east  o f  . , . . 
_ I t  
.!I the road ,  They were there when t'ha first countex-attack h i t .  : I /  / / ;  

That part of the Ge-n force whfch came down the  f i e l d s  t o  weat ;i 
I; 

of the road got  abreast  of EU+XLL and seized a a m a l l  h i l l  off the , ;I i/ 
B a t t a l i o n  f lank.  The h i l l  dominated t h e  road,  and once it wsaed -, 

! .j 
: :i 

i n t o  e n e w  hands, 3MET.L immediately recogvlimd t h e  advatages  . t i  
/ ! 

I I) 
of' t h e  posit ion.  :[hen the counter-attacldng force  faded back, it , .. . ( !  

l e f t  a detachment holding the ~ii,U. It remainsd i n  enew hanas , . 1 j /  
;,I 
I ,I 

f o r  o n l y  a fow minutes. %DU p u t  25 men aorczas the road and : :I '.! 

j :; > ,  . , 
I1 

, ,  i 
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they took the  h i l l  by storm, k i l l i n g  the Germans who defended 

it. The seizure  of t h i s  ground gave the Battal ion a north- 

facing- l i n e  a t radal ing the road, For the next Pew hours the 

h i l l  posi t ion served a s  a pivot f o r  the general defense. The 

enemy continued t o  come on, a t t a o k i a  from three sides. But  

t h e i r  movements were not well coordinated and the thrusts  were 

met and beaten down individually. 

A t  11430 the  Germans made the i r  stronsest a t tack,  delivering 

t h e  heavies t  f i r e  of the day against  the &mican r igh t  flank. 

The f i r e  bacame too hot. The r i c h t  flank dissolved and f e l l  

back one hedgerow. EtmLL was then t o  west of the road standing 

a t  t h e  base of t h e  h i l l ;  it looked t o  him as  i f  h i s  whole po- 

s i t i o n  was about t o  collapse. He s p l n t e d  t o  the top of' the  

h i l l ,  shouting t o  the man who were positioned there: "Follow 

me!'* then he t~crned back a t  a run and they followed him On down 

the h i l l .  Close together, they ran. around the  rear of t he  hedge- 

r o w  along whioh h i s  men on the r i g h t  were engagin$ the enemy and 

cha rged  i n  from t h e  flat& against the  German f oroe. Three Ameri- 

can l i g h t  tanks had reached the scene i n  th i s  c r i s i s .  They 

moved i n  f r o n t a l l y  against the German l ine while ENELL and h i s  

men f i r e d  frum t h e  ~ l m k ,  raking the hedgerows with the i r  ma- 

ohine guns a s  they advanoed. The men from G;lrEWfS r ight  f18nk 

fell i n  behind t h e  tanks in  l i n e  of skirmishers. Under this 

p r e s s u r e ,  the Oermns faded baok, leaving thei r  dead and wounded. 


