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THE FIGHT AT THE LOCK .

According to plan, the D Day objectives of the 50lst

- Parachute Infantry Reglment were well concentrated. After

dropping into NORMANDY a little to the north and east of
the city of CARENTAN, the regiment was to press south and
westward and establlish the defensive position in this,di—
rection. In detall, it was to secure the line of the
lower DOUVE RIVER, first by seizing the strategic lock on
the CANAL DE VIRE ET TAUTE at L® BARQUETTE and then by
blowihg the river bridges. In that way, 1t would stand
ready either to asaist the advance of Ameriocan fcrces from
out of the UTAH BEACHHEAD and to the westward or to fend

of'f any German counterattack from the eastward.

- From the beginning, American attentlon was directed at the

LE BARQUETTE loeck. This unigue ohjective and its possible
military application abperrs to have fascinated‘therimag—“
inations not only of those who planned OFBRATION NEPTUNE
but of the commanders who were to execute it. To get to
the lock first and to make certain that the eénemy would
have no use of it became an overriding conaideratiqn with.
the planning and taoctiocal forces. Whether that interest
was out of proportion to the strategic significance of

the lock was a guestion never fully answered in the doing.

- Ameriocan spprehensions as to what might happen if the

Germans gained control of the lock auperinﬂuced'one of the
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boldest strokes of the NORMANDY campaign, a stroke boldly
made and tactically prodﬁctive. Yet whether the emphasis
‘placed on thé position by the Allied plaﬁners was Justi-~

fiable was never‘confirméd by the attitude of the enemy.

The lock at LE BARQUETTE is below GARENTAN as the RIVER

DOUVE flows and near the confluence of the river and the
largest of its canals, On 6 June 1944, this was the stra-
teglc importance of the leck—that at high tide the low marsh
land asround CARENTAN are below the lsvel of the sea. The
lock holds back bthe tide. If the lock is opened or demol-
ished; the sea pours inbo the bottoms and the marshy water

barrier to the east and north of CARENTAN become a sslt lake.*®

Periédically inithe years whan the RAF had this areg under
observation, the Germans had opened the lock. Thereby the
flood plain had become inundated so that & long arm of the
sea interposed between the ridges of high ground around 3T

COME DU MONT and the solid but somewhat lowsr ground skirt-

ing CARENTAN on the south and west. Air rhotographs had

shown the extent of these inundations.

It seemed therefore that the device which the eneny had
practiced might be turned against him. If she ailrborne

could seize the lock intact and hold it against all

*These details were supplied by COL HOWARD R. JOHNSON
and his staff and wers supplemented by data supplied by
Divislon G-3. This was the theory of the objective ag it
had been explained to them. _ '
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- counterattack by the enem;, we could use it ag we willed.
In ocase the enemy forces to the eastward rebounded strongly
‘against the BEACHEEAD; the .nmre'.hes around CARENTAN could
he turned into a lake, imposlng an extra barrier between
the Cermens.and ourselves. Or we could sit om the lock
and keep the marsh draining until we were ready to g0

Torward.

The blowing of the bridges along the causieway crossing |
the RIVER DOUVE and its canals east of CARENTAN was part

of the same idea. The causeway provided the one convenient

path across the flood plain. Even that path would be

denled the enemy if the bridges were down.

Such were the main objectives of the regiment. Once these
things were done and the line to the southwestward was made.
reascnably secure, the regimeht was also to caypture the

town of ST COME DU MONT and blow the railroad bridge across

the DOUVE to the west of it. For these tasks, only two
battalions were to be present, Third Battaion having be_e;i
desgignated as the Division Reserve. 'Yet due to the mis~

fortunes and miscaloulations of the air Journey and drop
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into NORMANDY, even this force wes gi-avely deplsted before

tr_.;e combat opened.

First Battalion and the Regimental Headquartarsl wera in the

leading seriel of the regiment, with Second Battalion coming
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next-—gerials 8 and 9 of the Division formation. BY &
fluke; s part of the leading serisl, including the regi-
mental comander; dropped nearly on the right ground. The
rest of the serial was scabttered so badly that during the
firat stage of the operation First Battalion could not
function as a btactical unit., A number of the sticks were
unloaded south of CARENTAN, much deeper into enemy territory
- than was supposed to be enr.mpassed by the initial Allied
attack. Later the battalion commander was found degd in
that area. The battalion executive became missing. All
company commanders were Iﬁia-aing though _one. regained the
American lines five days later. Vanished also was the bat-
talion staff though the S-1 and S~4 Tinally found their
way back to the regiment. A4s a result of the drop, the

battalion was wholly leaderless and its men far-scattered.

COL HOWARD R. JOHNSON rode in the leading plane of his
regiment, All_went smoothly as the formation erossed the
Channel. 1In JOHNSON'S plane the men let out a yell ag they
saw the French coast and most of them stood up end made a

i

‘ ment as the planes flew on and
crogsgsed the 6oaatline. Halfway across the GDTENTIN PEN-
INSUiA'tl‘Le formation ran into a scattermg flsk; it did no
damage snd the men paid: little heed. About two minutes out
from the DROP ZONWL,. thére was a gtrong bulld-up of .enemy




ground fire and the tracers arched up all around the for-
mation. The troops got the first warning signal, then the
green light. It flashed back.through-the astral dome from
the lead plane to the others and the men jumped—all excap?t
the men in JOHNSON'S plene. At that oritical moment =a
‘bundle became jammed i@ the doorway and for what seemed &
much longer time but was by JOHNSON'S later estimete aboub
'one—half minute; nons could get out. They pushed frantic-
ally at the bundle. It dropped off into space and the men |
followed as swiftly as fhey could, feeling that they had
overshot the mark. That 30-gsecond delay wes their sal-
vation. Tor it enabled them to make a bullseye on DROP
ZONE D. JOHNSON figured afterward that his men who had
jumped at the signal probably landed in the vieinity of

ST GQME.DU'MUNT and that meny of the men who never rejoined
the regimﬁnt'must have come down .in the marshes near CAREN-
TAN and drowned before they could come free from their 7

chutes,

Tracer fire was "spoﬁting up like a Roman candle.n .Almést
as he cleared the plane, JOHNSON réalized that in some man~
ner his reserve chute had opened. - With the amoﬁnt off fire
that was bresking around him, he had become much too good a
target. So he pulled out his knife and oub the reserve".
chute loose. 'Ee hit the'gfound énﬂ was immediately'firéd

on by a riflemen covered by a hedgerow 25 yards away.

-5 o m




JOENSON pulled his pistol and fired twice in the direction
where he had seen the flash from the hedge.~ There was a
Iloud sersam but there were no more shots. JOHNSON lay gquiet
for a moment before cutting his way out of his harness.

That done, he rolled over and over until he ocame to within
the shadow of a hedgerow wﬁicn ran at right angles to the

one from which he had received the fire.*

He found a gate in the hedi= and crawled through it on his
belly. Then he lay for a few minutes in a roadside ditch,
considering. He was next a road intersection, Qppqsite
him, on the far side of the road, was a large building which
loocked like a chateau. His first impulse wes to go over,
rouse someone and ask the location. But he thought better
of it, and later he learnsd that it was a proper instinct,
Por the chateau contained thé local German headquarters.
JOHNSON had landed right on the top of a well-prepared po=-
sition. There had been no warning other than the first
rifle shots. JOHNSON had heard nothing elss. But he felt
that he had'come‘down on'something hot and thaﬁ even then
he was "fighting for life." He knew he was carrying tbd
much weight for sasy movement. Baefore leaving the ditch
he stripped himself of everrthing.he thought he could af-
ford to drop. Hé-theh started_working down the hedgérow,
*This éxperienée is recorded detail for detail és JOHNQON

described it and is reporte® in .full because it is believed
to be typical. The witness was later KTA in Holland.
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crawled along though he heard no other sounds of combat un-
til after another serial had passed o#erhead. Then mortar
fire began falling on all four sides of him as if the Germans
were pouring it into the fields broadcast on the chance that
gomeone might be lending thers. Above the tumult he heard

a loud crash and then snother like it somewhere behind him.
He knew that two of our planes had come down and looking
back, he saw a double glére in the sky. Out of the night
came prolonged soreaming which died in crescendo as if a

man had been bayoneted. He did not know whether it had been
friend or snemy bubt he felt the rising tide of sound and
fire, as of many small encounters building up to a general
engagenent. He was moving down into swampy ground now and
- though he was still uncertal.. of his location, he thought
that he was working toward s river. He had looked at his
compagss. He knew that he was orawling south and he figured
that he must be coming to the DOUVE. The direction was tak~
ing him awey from the sounds of the rfighting. He kept on
going for another 15 minutes, keeping to the ditches and the
shadows around bhe hedges.* The moon was quite bright. .JUHH—
SO0N decided to wait where he waz and sée whether any of the
men would come to him. Ancther 15 minutes passed. Then he
heard the chirp of a cricket right near him,

*In checking these date with hundreds of paratroopers, the

HO found that they almost invariably tend to move down hill,
thus following the lines of drainage. This may be a Ffactor

in their collection although they do not recognize 1t as a
working prineiple.




It was the ™most joyful noise” of a lifetime, He foltn -
his own cricket; it was gone. He néard the other eriz -~
again; the sound persisted. JOHNSON decided to taxe -« |
chance, Ie called; "Flash!"™ Someome 1n the darxnes. - . . -
led, "Thunder!" JOHMNSON replied, "Welcome." Then Tie i

joined. It was a party of 15 men, soms of his oW, it ﬁﬁae
from 506th Regiment. They had not yet oriented tihemus L .. .

L

LS

All had been moving about, trying to find somethinz wi.l = ..
would point the way to their objectives.a.nd in their =« %r ..
less search, they had come gradually together. JCHNS. TJ

thought they had better keemn r_noviﬁg 'so.u_th. So they wWeri=

on along the ditches, and more men came to them frem 2wt o

| the shadows as they moved., A good many of them were Ler

from 506th's Third Battalicn trying to keep their assigriment
at the DOUVE bridges near LE PORT. The oricket continue<

to be the chief means of drawing the men together.

By the dawn of D Day; JOHNSON had 150 .mer.x.- They had :-,'mrT*fﬂ%d
their way to within 300 yards of the canal ‘and their i3
objective—the LE BARQUETTE lock. Without knowing, the s r.ad
'been mbving in the right direction all of the time and = B

the light grew; the men recoghized the fall of the land «

For two months .prior,"they had been doling this problen wi €
maps and rubber :ral'iei' moﬁe-ls of the area and now the roa?
and the hedgerow turnings bagan to seam fﬁmiliar to ther- -

JOHNSON had brought them slong the -hedge'rows and ditches
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for safety, but the worst of their hazards came from the
swamPy ground. They floundered through streams; somatimes
going in up to their waists. When g man slipped down, the
others pulled him aloné. No one said anything and by com-
mon -consent, they followed the leader and stayed clear of
the roadways and fields. As they ceame down into the bot-
toms the Germans started pouring mortar fire into the
marshes, But it was going high over the party and JOHNSON

became confident that his approach was undetected. . He hed

kept his men together regardless of thelr unit and mission. .

He felt it was better that way than to let small numbsers of
men try for separate objectives. He said to them, "Wait
till you can be sure where vou arse. Wait until you have
strength.® ‘then the couhtry becatie rscogniﬁable with the
“increased li@ht;'a 1ieutenant with 25 or 30 men from the
506th asked for permiSSion to take them on against the |
‘bridges at IE PORT. JOHNSON told him to go. The party
split soon after 0400 and %he lisutenant led his group on

along the canal,

JOHNSON had already put his sooubs. out. They returned and

- reported that they had reconnoitered the road intersection

which lay Jjust ahead of the party.l It was what thay had

been seeking-the road Junction just north of the lack. 'it'f"

CAPTURE OF checked W1th what thay remembered of

THE IOCK . . ghe maps,' They oould see the banks
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of the canal on beyond the roadway. There was a group of
buildings on beyond the road intersection; JOHNSON figured
tha@ the buildings must be clustered around ﬁhe lock, . The
light was fulling now and the outline of the canal embank-
ﬁents had become distinct. JOHNSON decided to split his
force and attack at onte. MThis was his plan: About 50 of
the men were to strike dir.:tly for the lock; the others
would bulld up a defensive base on the ground between the

main road and the ocanal.

The lock party made it in one dash."ThEre was a scattering
of rifle fire around them as they raced‘across the flat,
open space beyond the road; no one was hit;* The lock and
the ground immediately arcund it were unguarded, and it
wasn't until the wen got to the far bank, moving ﬁéross

the top of the lock, thatlthsy saw some Fire pits and hut-
ments sbout 50 yards beybnd the lock. The enemy may have
been aﬁlaep:excapt for one or two sentries; at least the

reaction of the defenders was extremely slow and uncertain.

The Americans held in place on the far bank, digging as fast -

as they could  into the soft clay. -The foxholes.were»QOWH '

deep and the man were well covered iwwhen at last the German .

position came o life and began shelling the 1ook area with o

| *JOHNSGN could. not remember who led this party except ,
that it was a junior officer. Check of the other witnegses

was squally futile. They did not know who led this particu-

lar attack. It seems possible that he was an officer frcm
some other unit. :




Some time around 0600 he heard the rattle of a continuing
small arms fire building up to the northward. It was the
firat sign to him that there were other friendly troops
operating in the vicinity and he drew some comfort from
the thought that they would probably be advancing toward
him. The wait was profitless ctherwise; no new men came
into the position. His grip on the lock seemed securs
enough for the time béing. On the other hand the small
{4-5 maﬁ) patrols which were sent to scout the DOUVE bridges
and explore the flank toward LE PORT came back and reported
that they could not moﬁe mora than a few hundred yerds .
elther way without drawing.fire. The caussway leading to

CARENTAN appeared to be stoutly defended.

At 0630 a patrol arrived with information that MAT R. J.

ALLEN, the Regimental S-3, was at BSE ADDEVILIE on the high
ground north of JOHNSON'S position, with a fair-sized force.
The patrol did not know ALLEN'S exact situation or whebher
he was being engsged; all that they could tell JOHNSCN was
ALTEN'S location. Feeling that he was not strong enough to
attack toward the CARENTAN bridges, JOHNSON decided to take
all the maneuver force which remained to him~-about 50 men-—
and march on ALIEN, leaving his defensive force in positiocn
around the looks. At 0730 the march started; moving back
via the_awamﬁy ground and the ditches, The column reached

BSE ADDEVILLE at about 0900, having been under enemy fire




most of the way. In comlng across one of the last fields,
the paratrooper bfinginé up the rear of tﬁe column lagged
far behind and was felled by a bullet, IT EDLEY CRAIGHILL
of Company A (later killed by artillery fire at CARENTAN)
dropped his “weapon; crawled back across the wide and fire-

swept space and dragged the man to safety.

There wers about 100 men with ALLEN. Among them were
several of the regiment's key personnel and LT FAREELL of
the US Navy who had taken special drop training with the
regiment for SFC support. The force was embattled within

the houses of BSE ADDEVILLE and

THE FORCES MERGE
' was receiving fire from enemy

fdrces fighting from behind the hedgercws to north and west
©f the hamlet. While keeping them at arm's length, ALIEN
was making the hamlet a rendiezvous point in the hope of col-
lecting enough men to go on asagalnst ST COME DU MONT. His |
was an oddly asssorted groun and includea men from practlcally
every unit which had dropped betwsen the MERDERET RIVER and
the coast. ALILEN had rounded up a number of carts and draft
animals from the farmhouses. Four patrols had then formed,
including a drivér and five or six riflemen to cover each
DParty, and had moved out to the DROP ZONE to collect arms
and smmunition., They réturne& at noontime. The carts were
well-lcaded but all four pat.ols had come under fire fre-
gquently during the missioﬁ. Mearit ime more men had oome into

the position. Jump casualties—men with sprains and breaks—
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had begun to find the re?dézvous. Bullet and mortar fire

was also cosbting ALLIY not a few men. A first-gid station
wes set up and was soon filled with the wounded. At the
lock things were remaining fairly in balance. From the run-
ners who kept moving back and forth between the two pogitions
JOHNSON learned that there was no increase in enemy pressure
against the lock but that the eneny fire was beginning to
take toll of the men along the embankment.

That was all JOHNSON knew of thé general situation. He had
heard nothing from Division. He had no idea whether other

American forces had succeeded in forming or whether we had

Suoceeded'ét the Beaches. A few minutes befors 1200 ons of
his medical men got a small radlo into operation, just in'

time to catch the noon newscest from LONDON. It ceme over

the air that the invasion was proceeding.according to plan
and that the operation of the Améfican airborne divisions

was goingz strongly.

JOHNSON turned to AILLEN. "I have decided," he said, “if
things are going well elsewhere, the thing to do is make
ourselves a8 strong as 1s necessary at the lock and then

@et to the bridges as quickly as we can."® ALLEN .agreed.

*Both JOHNSON and ALLEN said the conversation wes Jjust
about as quoted and both said that the cheerful news of the
broadcast was the détermining factor. This is to be com-
pared with GEN RIDGWAY'S extremely derk view of the situ-.
ation at ST MERE ECLISE which was largely predicated .upon
his failure to get any 1ntelllgence as to how thlngs were
going elaewhere.
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They planned it this way, that JOHNSON would take most of
the force and move back to LE BARQUETTE and from there would
try to gc on to the briﬁges; while AILIEN would be left with
only enough men to cover his own withdrawal after darkness
came. JORNSON was to set up his CP at the PT DE LE3SEAU
road junetion. LT FRED 4. OWENS, the personnel adjutant,
with four men went on ahead of the main body to reconnoiter
the route and make a guick estimate of the situation at

the lock.

The main body was about Ireaﬁy.to move when LT GEORGE W.
SEFTON, S8-2 of Second Battalion; reported in with the in-
formation that only a short distance beyond BSE ADDEVILLE,
in the vicinity of a large farming establishment called I[ES
DROUERIES, LT COL ROBERT A. BALILARD and about 250 men wers
being heavily engaged by enemy forces., JOHNSON got BALLARD
on the radio—it was his first distance contact with any

part of his foroe-?and asked him, "Can you join me at onece?"
BALILARD replied, "No;_ I can't. We're pinned by enemy fire
and the people we're fighting are betwesen you and me." JOHN-
SON then told him that he was leading his own force back to
the rive:r; that he would leave. fui-ther ingtructions with
SEFTON and that BALLARD should disengage and join him at the
earliest posgible moment. It was an oi'der given without much
attempt to inquire into BALIARD'S situation or to study |

whether compliance was posa_ibia'. out of the aubsequent
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'stresses put upon JOHNSON'S force and his natural anxiety
that BALLARD comply there developed a rift between ?he two.

men which caused some bitterness snd much misunderstanding.*

Most of the demolitions platoon had collected at BSE ADDE~
VILIE and a sufficlent store of explosives had been re-
ﬁrieved from the DROP ZONE to accomplish the degtruction

of the DOUVE bridges. The platoon moved with the main

body from BSE ADDEVILIE at 1330. ALLEN remained in the
hemlet with 50 men. Once again the column moved along
through the marshes and canals; often wading through waist-
deep water. They continued in this manner until they had
moved out of range of the enemy's small arms fire. Einallj,
they got back into the dirt lane leadlng into LE BARQUETTE,
a lane well-screened on both sides'by ﬁhick follage. The
marchh went along without opposition until the head of the
column reached the rocad intersection west of PENEME. A%

that momen®t "gll hell broke loose,n*¥

The Germans bad spparently observed the eolumnfs progress
but had reserved thelr Tire. ‘Their weapons wers zéroed-in

.on the point where the lane met the canal road. Machihe gun,

" ®pt the time the HO worke” with this regiment JTOHNSON
still felt strongly that BALLARD had let him down. He had
‘closed his mind and did not wish to personally examine the
facts, He asked the HO to do so, however, and reportito
him.  When all the findings were in, the HO reported to JOHN-
SON that BALLARD could not be considered at fault.

*RTOMNEONS words, The same phrase is invariably used by
American soldiers. . |
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rifle, mortar and 8¢ mm rire all enveloped JCHNSON'S group

in & twinkling. The men in the point went flat. The main
body tried to find cover alongside the lane. JOHNSON worked
his way forward, crawllng up to the men in the peint. He
felt sudden alarm. The fire had broken around him ‘so guickly
and with such intensity that he was afraid he had led his
men into a deadfall and that the whole force might be wiped

out before he could extricats it *

*It will be noted thet there is a considerable discrepancy
in time between the JOENSON and BALLARD account of events,
with BAILLARD putting things much earlier in the day, as =
rule. The variation in estimaste is shown especially when
they discuss the timing of the radio order with respect to
other events. MNeither man kept a log and both were simply
guessing at the time, with the aid of their staff members.
The errors are undarstandahle. Soldiers in battle have no
idea of btime, and as a rule, it goes much faster than they
think. It would appear to the HO that BALLARD 4id not close
on ILES DROUERIES until some time in the early afterncon and
that JOHNSON'S time schedule is more nearly correct.
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ground looked as he had expected to find it. Too, he had

Cstill only a question of being a few fields distant from the

- point he had been seeking. Mortar and machine gun fire was.

AT 1ES DROUERIES

It had been the practice of Second Battallon to use a large

bell and a green slectric lantern for assembly following
the drop. Coming into NORMANDY, these two markers were
Jumped with personnel. But bhoth of the men were lost and
80 the asasembly grouné went unmarked. LT COL BALLARD came
to earth right on the DROP ZONE which put him about 600
vards to the southeast of LES DROUERIES. His experisnce
was unigue among the battalion commanders of 10lst Divieion
in that he knew from the heginning that he was in the right
spot. He wasn't quite sure why he knew except that the

carefully noted the river courses and roads on the flight
in, and when he had jumpéd, he had felt certain that the

calculation had been about right.

Now, lying on the ground, he thought back over the drop and
he figured he had probably drifted a little bit. Bub it was

enlivening:the neighborhood; the closest shells were dropping
50 to 75 yards away. BALLARD had landed within 25 yards of
a hedgerow but he dldn't crawl to it immediately. He lay
Perfectly éﬁill Tor about th;ae'or“foﬁr minutes excépt for
getting a grenade'ready while thinking out. his next move.

He had seen tracer fire follow him during the descent and he




stfained to know whethér he had ﬁeen spotted. He freed
himself at last and raé to a ditch. There he took out a
map and a flashlight and from his reading he knew his lo-
cation for certain witﬁin a few hundred yards: the map
checked with what he had remembered of the land picture as

he came to earth.

A machine gun began firing iengthwise on the hedgerow next to
which he was standing. He moved back a little bit. BALLARD
had jumped with a SCR 536 strapped to his leg; he now tried
to raiée gsomeone on the radio but there was no response. He
moved on a few yards more. A cricket sounded near him. It
was SGT WILLIAM H. JACKSON of Company D. JACKSON had landed
in a large swamp to the southward; oriented himself almost

at once and within a few minutes of gtarting the walk to the
objective, had found himself on solid ground. On coming to
the last field just before meeting BALLARD, he had found MAT
RAYMOND V. BOTTOMLY, the Battalion Execuﬁive; lying beside

& hedgerow. His ankle had been badly twisted in the jump.
When BALLARD went over to him, BOTTOMLY said he couldntt walk
but could "d0 & damn good-job of crawling." They.started
along. The nettles in the ditches plagued these men-—as they
did all of the paratroopers—more than all else, They worked .
into their knees and wrists as they moved along the ditches
on all fours. They decided to move down one more fisld and

then split up, seeking other men. A sergeant from Company.
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B joined then almosrt imme;ldiately and tock a leading hand in
the ingathering of the fo;ce. BALTARD continued moving east
to the drop area, coliecting a few men as he went along and
sending them to the assemﬁly point. _All movement was by |
the ditches and along the ‘hedges except Tor occasional dashes
across an open field, By,:néw the enemy mortar fire and small
arms activity was 1lncessant and flares were going up around
ST COME DI_T MONT. The flares were short lasting but very'
bright. There came more and more of thein until finally there
were only brief seconds of darkness. The illumination wor-
ried BALLARD. A few of his men were being picked off by
riflemen. He thought that L:'d better conclude his round-
up quickly and get set in & defensive position. He was.alao
worried about where his bundleé -had gone; none of the men
seemed to know. A few who lL:d already joined his party had
landed in the CARENTAN marshes, east of the town a_nd. north
‘of the RIVER DOUVE. Some had swum their way to temporary
security but had had to cut 10056 from all their equipment.

They were wringing wet, but were otherwise, and for the most

part, unhurt. These men thought that many of the bundles
had been dropped in the marshes, glso, and would not be re-

trieved.

BATTARD returned to the assembly area at 0330. By that' time,
BOTTOMLY had organized the men whom BALIARD and the two
gergeants had shunted along, and had checked their weapons.

There were four machine guns, 125 rifles, ons bazooka and
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one 60 mm mortar present@ All of the rifle company com~
manders were missing and {the battalion had no radio other

than the one strapped on BALLARD'S leg.

Dawn was cracking as theﬁbampaniea moved out of the fields
 and down the hedgerows toward ST COME DU MONT, which BAL~-
“IARD proposed to assasult immediately. The general fire

had quieted somewhat and the column seemed to be moving

away from the zone where sﬁipers-were active., AL 0L00 BAL-
IARD gent LT SEFTON and four of his men to the southward.
They were given the miséién of moving through the swamp and
attempting td contaﬁt either First Battalion or Regimental
Headquartars somewhere around ILE BARQUETIE to tqll them that
BALLARD was moving againgt ST COME DU MONT. The G-2 inform-
ation had been that less than a platoon of the snemy would
be holding that town. BALLARD and his men had alréaﬂy spot-
ted the approximate locaticns of three machine guns betwsen
them and the tewn and BALLARD had resched the conclusion that .
there was a much larger force there than he had bargained

on. Oné_of his écouts had seen a German digappear into s
large building at LES DROUERIES. They took this as a sign
that some'enemy strength lay along that flank. The attack |
order was issued at 0430 by CAPT WILLIAM E. PELHAM, the S-3.
Thé plan was that they would move against IES DROUERIES wifh'
‘two companies abreast. Company E on the right with 30 men

was to go after the farm buildings and the road crossing on

- 22 -~




that side while Company T with 30 men was to attack toward

the crossroads on the left. Company D was to follow Company F.

While they waited; BALLARD sent some of his men from the
light machine gun platoon to search the DROP ZONE for weapons
and ammunition. Sinbe the platoons did not have enough guns
to be in businesa; he also put four of the gunners into '
service as runners. He noted that many of his men appeared
to be in a dazed condition, The men who had fallen in the
swamp were still wet and shivering and they walked or crawled
around for warmth. But those who had landed dry dropped

in their tracks and were asleep any time that the movement
stopped and some even slept standing.* Many were suffering
from sprains or fractures. Only two members of the battalion
medical unit (2 officers and 14 men) had asgembled with the
battalion. But these two were doing a superior job and had
begun collecting the wounded and injured as soon as they |

l&nde d.

The battalion moved out at 0530 in column formstion, sticking
to the hedgerows. As the light grew, BALLARD noticed an im- -
mediate 1lift in the spirits and energies of his men. They o

*Note by HO: Other battalion commanders noted these same
characteristics in their men on this occasion. COLE saild he
had to actually "boot"™ his men to keep them going. There is
probably something in the fact that the extra amount of adren-
alin pumped by the excitemen: of a combat drop brought on the
reaction: a drop is said to be as fatiguing es an eight hour

work day. The men didn't want to step out., They tried to hud-

dle together. It required sxtraordinary exertion on the part
_of the officers to get them going.
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Seemed to be filled 'with a sudden but false sgense of well-
belng as 1if, now that daylight had found them, they had con-

cluded that their major triuls were over and victory was in

thei r handa. They went about 200 yards before a break-out e

0f enemy Iire restored their sense of proportion.

Two A1ight machine guns from Headquarters Company arrived
juét after the attack started and were pub along the hedge~
row 3in front of Gbmpany E. From this line, they could fire

b at the farmhouses ‘and against the two lateral hedgerows be-

| _twveen the company and its objective. Company I{: had already
worlced forward as far aé_ the bend in the road when rifle
and autometic rire, seeming to come from snemy positions
groupead closely around the houses, broke all around it and
stopped the advance. The bullet fire ranged down both sides
of thhe road and was also picking away at the. embankment of

| the Foxward hedgerows. A curtaln of mpi-tar Tire dropped

. | down on both roads and the field lying between them. The ‘
mén or Company E went flat in the ditches élmost instantly; |
and remained there, inert, The volume of the fire w,as suc‘h'
that after the firast surlprise ahock:; they rema.-:ll.n.e.d-pinnad
to earth and did not raise up even éxicugh to answer fire with
fire « Company F g0t no' farther than Company E; 'in fact, the
elogsest protecting hedgerow on the'iertr flank was s liiﬁtle-_
be;:uind the hedgerow which gave partial protection to the men.
on the '-'ll‘isht. BAILARD, who had cbine 'aiong bshiﬁ;i‘ '.hj_.s- resa:cfvé

company, ‘was hearing only the vaguest raport.sf Jf_frbm_:_his forward .
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.line as to the squrce'of the mortars and macniﬁe guns whioch
had stopped the move@gnt. So he moved his Battﬁlion 0? up
to the hedgerow oorne? on Company Efs flank. From there,

he could locate a few%enemy riflemen but he could not =spotb
the positions of any éf the heevier weapons. By 0700 both
companies had 7 or 8 éasualties aplece, most of the losses
coming from morter firs., LT EDWARD A. ALIWORTH, the adju-
tant; was pubt in charge of evacuating the wounded. He set
up a temporary aid station in a church at ANGOVILLE AU ?L&IN
and the men wers teken there by farm cart. The fight at the
hedgerows went on one-sidedly, the companies finding.no way
to relly. With BALLARD at the OP; it was a matter of look-
ing for a few ssconds through a bresk in the hedgesrows,
dodging back to aveold aimed rifle fire and then moving left
or right for about 15 yards and coming up for another look.
The "'enemy fifla ﬁits sesmed to be only 60 or 70 yards from

him. He noted that elsewhsre along his line the men werse
scarcely attempting to ohserve through the hedgerows, such

was the consistency of the opposing fire.

BALLARD ﬁhought of using‘smnke but could find only orange
smoke grenades—the friendly sigual. Both companies tried

at different times to organize a forward rush along the

Perpendicular'hedgerows. But they lost a few men at the .“ 

start and promptly recoiled. By 0800, B&LLARD had felt out

the pressure gufficiently that he was certain the.en&my

foree intended to stand its ground and c¢ould not be_abeftéd,.f"
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That put him between the devil and the sea. He could not
go on end attack ST COME DU MONT, for to do o would mean
that he would leave an enem: force of unknown size on his
left flank and in position to take him in rear. On the o
other hand, the LES DROVERIES position also blocked the i
road to where the larger el.ments of the regiment were sup- féiﬁ

posed to be concentrating around LE BARQUETTE. ifigﬁ

He felt that his attack thus far had been largely futile.
A few of the enemy in the dug-in positiohs between BALLARD'S
force and the first house had been killed bubt there haﬁ been
no sbatement of the fire. While BALLARD wag considering
what to'do next; LT WALTER W. WOOD arrived with 20 men. WOOD
was from First Battalion of 501st. The men which he had col=-

lected were all from 506th Regiment. They had fallen in
with him following the drop and had come along under his
lsadership, 1ooking Tor a fight. BALLARD talked the situ-
ation over with his officers and it was declidad to saﬁd'WODD
and his group?on a wide sweep around the right; moving on
such a‘line'that a squara field entirely enclosed by hedge-

rows covered their approach.

The maneuver wasrmade that way, WOOD moving his man‘out.to
the fiaﬁk and then back dgaiu,&long the lateral hedgérows.
They moved cautiously 80 as to make full use of the pro-
teétion.of the embankments. Within one hour, they had cap~

tured the crossroads and the first house beyond. it, over=
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.wheiming the enemy forces at both points, For the first
time, BALLARD now had a2 little leverage. It had cost him
sométhing. Company ¥ had pressed forward to assist in the
capture of the farmhouse and had lost LT GEORGE E. SCHMIDT,
killed, and four others wou:ded. LT VERN MERZ, conmanding
the machine gun platoon; tock over the company. Company F
movad up later dftér Company B's gains had mede it posslible
to direct a flanking fire a.sad of Company F's line. The
Germana then came on down the hedgerows in counterasttack.
The brunt of this assault fell full on WOOD'S men who re-
pulsed it by a concentrated fire after the enemy had closed

to within hand grenade raﬁge.

Right in the middle of these undertakings; BALLARD got JOHN-
SON'S radio order telling him to move via BSE ADDEVILLE,
_pick up ALLEN'S force and then reinforua,the_positicn'at

LE BARQUETIE, At that moment WOOD'S group was closing in
on the Germans from the flank and Companies E and F were
goiﬁg forward along the ditches. BALLARD felt that he could
not comply. He reasoned that'to order a withdrewal in the
middle of an attack would only confuse his men and that in
the confusion of‘disengagément the ensemy would likely find

him vulnerable to counterattuck. There was one other argument

for procrastination. LT FRANK GREGG had reported in with
the information that CAPT D. A. BROWN of Company E was about

two kilqmeters away with 75 men and had not yel become engaged;-f
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BALIARD had sent GREGG back to bring thess men in. They
were now marching toward LES DROUERIES.

-One—half hour after gebttinz the order, BALLARD made ready
to withdraw. He had completed capture of the flrast group
of houses by this time and he was personslly guite ready
to try his iuck somewhere else. Several of his officers_.
bucked at the order; but BAIILARD had aboubt concluded that
if he had to'fight it out on this ground, he would risk
baring his flank to the enemy foraé at LES DROUERIES and
would attack stralght toward ST COME DU MONT.

LT HENVER R. BENNETT was sent with 15 men of Company D to
ANGOVILLE AU PLAIN; from that point; they were to reconnoiter
& route across the marshes to BSE ADDEVILLE. The rest of

the force pulled out graduaily,_mbving in the same genersl
direction. The worst problem was getting the casuslties oub.
It took almost an hour to clear the ground. Meanwhile,‘half
of each of the two forward campaﬁies was left in place to

act as a covering force. At some time after the noon hour

the force arrived at ANGOVILLE AU PLATN. . A1l during the

morning & group of the enemy and some men from the 326th Adr- -

borne Engineers haﬁ'been fiz. ting fbr control of the hamlet
and it_had changed ownership three times. -LT ABDNQRTH had
‘managed to_stay more .or less on the job of caring for the
Wounded'by running frpm.the ﬁiace whenever the (ermens cﬁﬁsl

in. His aid men stayed on with the wounded in the church.
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- The Germans came in, looked them over, noted that e few
German wounded waré also being attended, and left the

Anmericans unmolested.

About 1400 BALLARD moved his battalion to the edge of the
swamp south of ANGOVILLE AU PLATN. As he reached it; he
saw BENNETT ahéad of him. He was pioned flat out in the
mgrsh. Mechine gun fire froﬁ the high ground around LES
DROUERIES was whipping up the

BALLARD TRIES CROSSING
BALIARD

water around him.

called; "How many men do you have?" BENNETT replied; 13ix,"
Until then, BALIARD hadn't seen the little line of rifle-
men Wriggling along several hundred yards in front of BEN-
NETT. He yelled to BENNETT to keep going and the latter
moved on up to his men. BALLARD was using the patrol for
e guinea pig. He wanted to see how much fire they'd draw

and whether the enemy seemed to have the flat under obser-

vation. The results convinced him that he couldn't take the

battalion across the swamp without taking terrible losses.

' He hoped there might be a way around the swamp and'he sent
his 8-3 't_o scout it toward the rear and left in search of |

a route. He reported that the ground was all but impassable

and that a canal, also under good ohservation, was a special

hazard in that direction.

y Whilé considering his next move, BATLLARD gob tnafradio méﬂ‘_' _
 ‘sage that MAJ ALIEN was about to withdraw from BSE'ADBEVILEE” 
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toward LE BARQUETTE. That forced his decision: he would

try to move the battalion élong the edge of the swamp.
Hedges and paralieling ditéhes came right down to the limits
of the solid ground; provii‘ng considerable cover. The line
of advance would take the babttalion straight toward the ex-
treme left of the enemy.poéition on the high ground. But
BALIARD thought there was just e chance that he might make

the approach unobserved and knock out their forward guns as

he reopened the engagement. He estimated there were four
machine guns in the Germasn position and he had no idea how
many riflemen they counted. In his own force there were
gix light machine guns and two 60 mm mortars; the machine
gun ammunition was running low and there were 20 rounds of

mortar.

The battalion moved out at about 1445 and Wés just beginning
to skirt the edge of the swamp when CAPT BROWN came in with
about L5 men frém various organizations. The men moved
along in skimmiah.line with she scouts leading them about
one hedgerow distance in front. At first they moved easlly
- down the ditches;.a few bullets suhg ovérhead but.they did
not seem to be drawing eny aimed fire. Tt was this way for
‘about 200 yards. Then a hail of emell arms fire met them
from all along a line which seemed to be almost parallel

- to the‘ahgle.qf-approach;' Gompanj F,_which.Was léading'the
column, then found itself fighﬁing,for the'sams-crossrcads

[ 3

- 30 =~

At T

RSN SR




which it had captured earlier in the day, though coming at
it from a different taf;lgent-. Mortar fire was now ranging
over the battalion and.ftha enemy machine guns spoke more
strongly. Company P bgunded on to the last hedgerow short
of the enemy position and lost four men covering the final
stretoh of ground. The battalion then became immobilized,
checked on its right by the enemy fire line and held on its
left by the expanse of the swamp. The mortars were put into
action near the edge of the swamp but ran out of ammunition
before they could deo any apparent good. Company E was put
ovexr on Company F'a right, both groups being strung out along
the hedgerow. The position--a sunken road with ditches and
tree cover on both sides—was falr enough and gave them sub-
stantisl prctection; even against the moi'tar fire, They

8tayed there, in close contact with the ensmy.

A message came from ALLEN at 2200 saying that he bhad quit. B
'BSE ADDEVILLE: there no longer remained any possibility t_ﬁf
Juncture with his force; and BALLARD heard nothlng more
about 'the‘ matter that evening. He ﬁ‘ras on his last belts

of ‘machine gﬁn aumunition and he felt thet his next step
- hed to be a round-up of fighting and communicatlons sup-
plies from the TROP ZONE. ' |

This search was started at midnight and by 0300 the party
had collected encugh supply to see the battalion through
“another day of battle. | -
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The night was fairly quiet.
half at a time.

The force slept in relays,
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AT IE TARGUETTE

When the enemy fire stopped JOHNSON cold at IE BARQUETTE,
ne found himself between the devil and the ses., He had no
counter Tor thelr mortar and 88 batteries and if he stayed
there he would certainly be destroyed. Too, he felt that
the enemy observetion was good enough that any attempt to
move would be not less fatal.* Then he happened to remember
that one oard was still in his hand. On that morning, LT
FARRELI., USN, had had the rare good fortune to retrigve
his SCR 609 following the drop. JOHNSON orawled on back
to FARRELL who was at the rear of the column and asked if
he could raise the USS QUII\TGY; which was supposed to be

maneuvering somewhere off the beaches.

Together, they crawled baclr along the diteh to the romd
intersection; which was a fair point of observation. JOHN-
SON told him what he knew, He thought thet most of the
mortar shells were coming Ifrom the high ground around ST
COME DU MONT and that the 88 mm battery was firing from a
dittle to the east of CARENTAN,

FARRELL got through to the QUINCY almost immedistely. At
that time she was steaming in "figure 8's" not far off the
coast. The QUINCY promised to go to work. Five minutes

later the first salvo of eight-inch shells whistled over
'LE BARQUETTE toward the Germen positiohs. ‘They were in pretty

*Phig was JOI-INSON‘S estimate of s:Ltuatlon a8 he himself
©eXplaineq it,. :
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close; the necessary adjuéﬁbmenta were made, Despite the
range and the difficulties of SFC under even the most normal
operating conditions;‘ the fworlc of the QUINCY'S batteries

was uncannily acourate. The shells played right along the
ridge st ST COME DU MONT; it impressed JOENSON that -the
German mortar fire Pfell of'::t" almoast immedistely. MAJ ALIEH,
watehing the results from his position at BSE ADDEVILLE,
sald to JOHNSON, "That fire would help BALLARD. How about
getting some over to him?" Tt was arranged; but in round~
about fashion. BALLARD gave his sensings to ALLEN by raedio '
and in turn ATIEN relayed them to FARRELL who in turn relayed
them to the QUINCY. |

This nevel actlon was gustelned for one-half hour or so.
The German fire had already taken toll of ebout 10 of JOHN-
SON'S men., After the QUINCY'S guns had spoken emphatically,

the Cermans went quiet.

CAPT SAMMIE N. HOMAN came forward and Joined JOHNSON in his
ditoh at the head of the column and. was given the mission
of holding the lock and blowing .t_he DOUVE bridges; LT BILLY
A, Ti]Rﬁ.ER was to go aloilg with him to lay the explosives.

They didn't know just how to dispose their own forces because

of their limited kmowledge of the enhemy 'éituatiun. But while

they were discussing this problem, LT OWEN returned with his |
~ patrol. He said that he thought it would be impossible for
J’OHNBGN to move any ‘large' portiqn of his force to the west., .
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The patrol had gone that way and had traveled mbout 500

yards, but 1t had been under intense small a.rms'fira the

whole distence.

L'

The report put caution in JOHNSON., He told HOMAN to
strengthen the force at the 1001«:; extend the line ta.thgh
westward and eastward on the north side of the canal, and.
from out of thias defensive 'ba.sa; push toward the DOUVE
bridge as far as proved practicable. JOHNSON then woved
the rest of the forece down v a group of farmhouses east

of the lock.

FARRELL had been pubting ship fire on the CARENTAN aresa. e
JOHNSON asked him to try for a hit on the causeway bridges.
The shells bracketed the causeway and destroyed some of the
houses a‘c PONT DE DOUVE but faziled to ﬁamaga any af the
‘Spans,

CAFT SHETTLE of 506th Regiment came in about that time. He
was feeling himself hard pregsed at the LE PORT position gnd-
he asked JOHNSON if he couldn't let him have sbme men Lo -
help out . .J‘OHNSON‘raplied., "iWe 'xe one force. I'll keep.
contact, If you're in danger of being ovarrun; 1'11 mave
td your assistance with all availablé‘ troops."* SHETTLE asked
+. hat he be g:.ven gsome haval gunfire suppart anﬁ the word was
paaseﬁ along to FARRELL, JOLWSON put a contact patrol of |
o1z men out on his own left to keep touch with SHETTLE'S
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situation. His own men then started moving to their ap-

pointed positions.

Part of them crossed the wallk across the top of the 1oek.
and built up a briﬁgehéaﬂ to about.loo yards depth on the
far side of the canal-r:iflemen; equipped with the usual
arms, and supported by three machine guns. The Germans
who had heen holding the fire pits close.to the lock had
already gotten out. The pcéition north of the canal was
extended east and west for about 200 yards each way, with
- the flanks ourvegd haék in g rough cirele. The troops wefe
disposed, also, so as to cover the position from the.rear. |  §§;
One large strong point; heavy with éutomatic guns, covered

the northern spprosch from the direction of thﬂ marshes.

East of the canal lock, there were a few rifle posts dis- -

tributed along the_nurthern bank. About 250 men proceeded

to the roundingout of this position., They were 30 hands

gtronger when AL&EN‘and his force arrived at 2000, There _

was no‘fnqd or water supply at hand and not more than a basic;:'

load of ammunition.

- That night JOHNSON'S men began calling the place HELL'S 7
GORNERS, The label sftruck taereaftar. It remained I BﬁR— ‘_
QUETTE only on the maps. As night came on JOHNSON instructea;‘
hié men to dig their foxﬁdles very deep and he sent hisfofg-;“
'ficers around to insyact each roxhole individually. He also :

told4xhem to conaarve thelr ammunltlon and try to hnld it
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for body targets, His ammunition supply was quite low; the
position was isolated beyond proapect of getting easy re-
supply. But JOHNSCN noted that the men were calm and un~
concerned and that they tock the show like veterans. They
engaged in no looss firing during the night. Despite that
the enemy 88 Pfire ocontinued throughout the darkness with
fairly accurate range, the men spelled one another in tak-

ing naps.

HOMAN, TURNER and CRAIGHTLL tried one more sortie under cover
of darkness, trying for the bridges near CARENTAN, The 50~
man patrol didntit get very far before running into a wall

of fire from positions along the ST COME DU MONT-CARENTAN

road. They took their lossos and came on back.

There were about 250 officers and men available for duty
when mofning came; scme men had been lost from artillery
fire and sniper activity had been especially vicious around
the lock during the night. Also; JOHNSON had sent outb s
number of patrols-—some trying to get to Division and others
seeking the 506th Hegiment. Contact had been maintained
with Third Battalion at IE PORT but the other patrols did -
not get back; which further pared the force. The wounded
were getting élong fairly well for the time being though
MAJ FRANCIS E. CARREL, the Division Surgeon, who had fallen

in with the group and had set up the first-aid station, was

- Worrying about the shortages of medical supply. A8 for
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defense, the inventory %howed thet there was left one day
of fire per man. ”Wlthln the position were eight machine
guns {1ight)l four 60 mm.mortars and one 81 mm.mortar. The
latter was of dubious vglue. It consisted of tube only,
and without the base pléte the men couldn't keep it oper-

ating in the mud.

Such, in outline, were the characteristics of this seemingly
insignifricant position. Yet in retrospect iﬁ can be seen
that the small plot of ground held by JOHNSON and the parcel
of earth on which SHETTLE'S nmen méintained their tenupus
hold were of the particles which, considered together, were

the new Ameriocan front,

That wag what had been intended. They had been ingtructed

to take their objectives end then hold. These things they
did. While the separate operations, studied at close range,
seem isolated and almost eccentrie, things were coming to-
~&ether "according to plan." The Germansa opposiﬁe JOHMSON

at this time seemed éonfused and uncertain as $0 what the
Americans were dolng and what should be done about it. JOHN-
SON gained the impression that their shellfire was aimed to
drive the Americans away from the lock rather than-to degtroy
it. EEt there was énough mortar fire in the general vioinity
that he could not supplement his-dne footbridge acrosg the
lock. It wae the only avenue of conbtact for the two halves.

of the force.
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~During the night, however, the Germans pulled away from
the IE BARQUETTE neighborhood, There was no rifle fire

when morning came.
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THE FINISH AT LES DROUERTES

At OL30 on D plus 1, BALLARD ordered a stand-to by.all
hands. During the earlir norning hours the Germsns used

' small patrols against his front and right flank, These
groups came forward firing. Bub t-hey did not press the
action vigorously and they seemed to‘ be punching mainly to
determine the extent of the imerican position. BALLARD
used a few small patrols for outposting work to keep these
enemy patrols at a distance; but nothing s‘ignificant came
of the actlons on either saide. The enemy mortars resumed

" operation shortly after daylight; firing concentrations of
six to eight shells. But the fire was not accurate and no |

hurt was done.

At 0630; BALLARD ordered the battalion to resume the attack.
i‘t withered almost at once. The only promising mode of ad-
vancé was by stealthy movement along the vertical ditches
and hedgerows. The Germans had sited their machine guns so
as to fire straight down.thesa ditehes, Every time any -
number’ of BAILL_ARD'-S. men tried to work down the ditches to-
gether, aome of them were hif and the others bhecame pin.nad;
from fear of the fire and because the bodies of the casu~-
alties partly'blqcked‘their path; making greater exposure
necessary. Yel gradually during the morning hours a hand-.
ful of men faced the danger and ovefcaﬁe these hazards; by | '

crawling forward on thelr bellies and taking every ad?antdge
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of the ground, they worked up to a lins where only one

' hedgerow separated them from the ditch containing the enemy

machine guns. They hugged the embankmegt on one side of
the hedgerow; from the ofher side of it, four emplaced
mgchine guns continued.to fire agalingt BALLARD'S main line.
The exchange of fire continued through the morning under

these quite unsatiafactory'conditions.

In the early afternoan; BALIARD made radio contact with LT
COL HARRY W. 0. KTINNARD, tho Regimental Execubive, who was
then with COL SINK of 506th'Regiﬁsnt at ANGOVILLE AU PLAIN.
KINNARD said he could put artillery fire on the Germans
around IES DROUZRIES if BALLARD could observe and adjust it.
BATLARD t0ld bhim to let it come on and he gave KINNARD the

coordinates of a lone houss on the eneny left flank where

‘he had seen a number of Germans passing in and out., He

thought it might be thelr CP. It took 45 minutes to get a
satisfactory adjustment of the artillery fire due to the
confusion oreated by mortar bursts and by the 8-inch shells
from the USS QUINCY, which was again banging sway at ST COME
DU MONT. | | |

BALLARD had asked that the first artillery councentration

be fired at the house and that the second them be pulled

back 100 yards toward his owa lines. That gave him m safety
margin of about 250 yards. They scored a bullseya at tha
first try. BALLARD saw the concentration-—3 salvos, 12
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shells—land squars on the target. It was his most hearten-

ing sight of the day, for he figured that the artillery - EEW

would pull him out of it, The next cqncentration——tha same

number of shells—landed squarely on his own linesg, being
pulled back a full 350 yaerds. The blow fell on Company F.
Five men were killed and eight others hard hit. The greatgr'
effect might well have beer panic and @& stampede. Instead,
only three men of Company F~~light machine gunners--tried

to break back from the forward ground. B&l&éﬁb ran o stop

them. To his amazemsnt, they were neither stunned or de-
moralized. They laughed when he told them to get back up
 there and they at once gtarted forward. BATLARD yelled to
his officers to t€ll the meu that'there wouldn‘'t be ahy more
shorts and that he was again calling for the same concen-
tration and meking the necessary adjustment. They told him

to fire away. The shelling continued,

Again, there was an insistent call from JOHNSON.* His PO~

sition at LE BARQUETTE had not yet been put under any unusual
stress nor were there yet definite signs of an onemy build-up.
But LT HOFFMAN, the mssistant S~2 of regiment, t01d BALLARD

that JOHNSON wanted him to bring the'battalian to IE BAR-

QUETTE along with ammunition, food and medical supplies. BALn
LARD got on .the radic and told KINNARD at ANGOVILLE AU PLAIN

| ¥mhe subsequent experience on BALLARD'S front establishes
this faet, i.e., the passivg of the CGerman Battalion.
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about the order. KINNARD in turn informed BRIG GEN ANTHONY
C. MC AULIFFE who immediately ordered BALLARD to stay put,
adding that a plan wag in the meking., ¥ive minutes later
KINNARD called to tell BALLARD to leave thé batitalion where
it was and in person get back Lo ANGOVILLE AU PLAIN to talk

things over.

It was at just about the time of BALLARD'S starting for
ANGOVILIE AU PLAIN that the German battalion, which COL SINK
had seen in the distance and which later in the day'was to
menace JOHNSON at LE BARQU’ETTE; began to crose the swamp
past BALLARD'S left flank. MAJ BOTTOMLY was situated with
a small CP group near the spot where BALLARD had paused when
first_surveying the swamp on the day before. He saw ‘them
Tirst, and pointed them out %o his 15 men. The Germans were
;passing directly on his 1aft; their farthest elements being
about 600 yards away and the nearest about 200. PELHAM cams
into the group about this time , saw what was happening and
realized that there might be a disaster if the Germans
wheeled rightward suddenly and moved against the battalion
position through the swamp.

"I'11 go back to the battalion and get two machine guna,m"
he said tq BOTTOMIY. "No, I'1l get four machine guns. ‘No,
I guess I wonft. They can't spare them at this time,.w

"'I'a.h:e it eagy,® BOT’I’MY said, "and we'll give them a little
fire,.m
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Most of the Germans were either out of sight or of rangs
acro8s the swamp, but about 20 of them had come right down
the edge of it. With rifie rire; the CP group killed aboub
12; the others came into the lines with their hands up. A8
the fire broke out; the main body of the German battalion
hanled off ﬂeepar.into the swamp, It 1s not in the record
or in é.nyo_ne'.s recollection that the Information was .aent
rom;d to JOHNSON that & strong body of the snemy was sad-
vanoing directly toward his lines. |

At ANGOVILIE AU PLAIN, SINK told BALTARD that he wes to

' continue the attack, BALLARD asked for tanks and was given
8ix mediums. It was arrvanged that the 506th Regiment v_muld
come approximately abreast of the battalion that night, move
ing in on its right rear. |

The t.anks came up and the tank commander went forward with
BAITARD for a reconnaigssance. BALLARD told him in detall
where the four German machine_ guﬁs were emplaced: his men
in the thin forward line hed sent back exsct informatian,
He t0ld the tank commander also that he was sure bhere were
no tank—ato'pping ‘weapons along the enemy frcnt._ BALLARD
asked him to put all four tenks in, énd move directly to
whe_re_ they could put point-blank fire on the enemy enplace~
mentg,. There we‘i‘e_' low pia@ea where the tanks could move

| "thr‘_ough. the la'tgrq.l‘k‘iedgarows ; the infantry would move out

abreast of the tanks, advancing for the sake of cover along
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the vertical hedgerows. This was the plan except that the
two tanks on the fight flapk were to advance in column along

the road in Company E's sector.

The tanks moved out slowly, aot through caution, but because
the infantry advance was ta'_dious; the men having to foot

their way gingerly over the uneven ground next the hedgerow
embenkments. Together, the.y went forward at about two miles
per hour. But thé movement was as positive as it was slow,.
The tanks remained unbottoned and their example gave bhe
infantry fresh confidenc_e.. The hedgerows forwaerd were sprayed
from end to end, this constant fires by the tanks being aug-
mented by the fire of BALLARD'S riflemen. Momentarily, the
tankers halted to shell the machine gun pozsij:ions, The ex-

tent of their contribution can he maé?sured beat in ammunition, |

Before the advanos was over they hag expended per btank 10
rounds of 75 mm fire égainst the indicated strong points and
buildings and 15 boxes of machine gun ammunition against the
hedge:ow- lines. |

Half of the a.nemy.roroe fled., The othef half attempted to
hold their ground. A few tried to surrender bub the fight
had gone on too long for that. Too, the conditvions of the
combat were s_uch-—‘—wi:th active fighting elsewhere along the
1ize and the enemy so distributed that the surrender of one
erdﬁp diqd ﬁdt lessen tl_ie ménace-rrcm another--that .the Ameri-

cans had to take extreme chances with their own livea to take
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individual prisoners. 8o most of those who had stayed were
killed, Throughout theicombat. the sction of the tanks domi-
ated the offensive; in BALIARD'S words, they refreshed his
Infentry "like rainfell on g desert." But they had by no
means carried the position unaided., Company F had not re-
covered from the demoralizing effect of the artillery shell-
ing and Just before the attack went off, WOOD!'S group of
506th Regiment men and another group of 15 ‘men under LT
RICHARD SNODGRASS of Company D were substituted. This body,
under the command of BOTTOMLY, advanced against the German
right flank. | '

Company E, hitting on the otkh-r side; took. the road junction
and then came under fire from the same house which it had
captured the day before. - BOTTOMLY'S scratch force on the
left had harder sledding. Ly moved up to the hedgerow and
were dr'iv"an baok 'by heavy fire. The Germans had tunneled
under thie embankment and the foxholes and rive pits on the
two sides were intercomnnected H they could :f‘ire soourately
from the forward side as the Americans came up along ths |
vertical hedgercw and‘ tha dit_ch; tlie_n duek back through the

tunnels and fire from the cover of the embankment., BOTTOMLY'S

. men r‘ecoiied and then raﬁn. to . one of the tanks, using it as
a shield. :‘J!'irie‘ spla#ter'ed_ all 'éwexytha 8ides of 1t as they
advanced again;, In the elosest righting of the dgy; they
wiped out this segment of the Germen line. ﬁong of them -
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used bayonets. The Germans in the foxholes and ab tﬂﬁ.m&"
chine guns were shot to death with carbines and rifles, or
granadsd; gt five or six fo&b range. The Americans stayed
right with the tank until it had delivered them into the po-
sition. Then they ducked out from behind it; and in a fow
minutes they had eliminated the ememy force to the last man.
BOTTOMLY lost four men killed and six wounded. His small

force captured 8 of the Germans' 15 mashine guns.

The battalion ﬁas ordered by SINK to hold the road that
night and BALLARD was told to report back for further orders:
the tanhks were released s0 that they could make theilr dbivouac
before dark. Water; rations and ammunition came in to the
position about that time;-—'lgjo. The battalion right flank
was still open-—the left was protected by the swamp—:but fir-
ing qould be heard about 1000 yards disteant on the right

rear, as SINK'S men ceme on from BEAUMONT. KINNARD sent word

that about 30 men should be sent along with tanks to reinforce

JOHNSON at the lock, but ‘because of a strange turn alresdy
taken in thé situation at IR B.ARQUET‘I’E, the word came  too
late to have any value, .HOWSVEI', LT WILLIAM MORGAN was sent
along with 30 men., The tenks tried to follow but had to tura
back at the edge of the mersh.

'The battalion reorganized and prepared to defend for the

night. Company Penow compos'ed of about 16 men—was used .
to refuse the right flank. BALLARD reported to SINK and
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spent the remainder of the n*ght showing his front to the

battallon commander who was to jump off from that point on

the following morning.
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HELL'S CORNERS

JOHNSON was worried about his ammunition supply. He checked
it agein and what he found @id not reassure him, Then he
pearched for a panel ssking for resupply but found that he

had nons. Shortly after daytreak he put out an identification
{orange) panel to draw the air's attertion. A few minutes
passed, then an American planecame flying up the DOUVE and
unloaded its Bamba near CARENTAN. The plane flew low along
the canal as if readying to strafe ground installations and

ag it came above HELL'S GOHNERs; apparently saw the orange
rpanel and pulled off.

About 0630 a resupply mission was flown by the Air Corps;

the nearsst chutés and bundles dropped down into the swamp
about 1500 yards away a;d were 80 covered by enemy fire that
there was no chance to get -to them. The position grew hotter
‘as the morning wore along. The 888 continued to bang away

at 1t fram the high ground near CARENTAN, though the main
effect of this fire was to mmke all hands feel a little jumpy.
What bothered mofe was that the enemy Snipers; having raded

back during the darkness, again began to crowd in on all sides.

This irregdlar fire finally bacama so insistent that it pro-

_hibited'anyone welking about within the position. The men

Inoved'back_and Torth by running or crawling; even so, about
10 more‘casualtiés ocourred from this fire. Some time after

noon the American planes bombed SHETTLE'S position at IE PORT |
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and_two of them flew on low along the DOUVE canal as if to
strafe HELL'S CORMERS. JOHNSON'S men hed seen the bombds drop
near LE PORT and had figured thet SHETTIE was probably taking
it on the chin, They got-; out another panel in s hurry and
‘the planss pulled awaya.

The hour was 1500 or perheps a little later when JOHNSON sew
a large body of troops moving in the open and approaching
hig position from the norﬁh. Their formation was greatly

scattered and they came on irregularly as' they were advancing

-through the swemp. The officers looked at them through glasses

but couldn't make sure whether they were friend or snemy.
JOHNSON continued to study them. It did little good. The
uniforms Blended with the colors of the awamp and there were
no other identifying means or marks. Bub he decided at last
that they were Qermans-~~gbout one battalion. They were com-
ing on through the rields and swamps which lay directly east
Of the dane via which JOHNSON'S men had approached HELL'S
CORMNERS. They seemed to be on a stralght march to the river
and they acted quite openly, as if they were under no espeoial

apprehension that there were enemy foroces in the viocinity.

JOHNSON told his officers that he wanted everyone to keep
quieﬁ and remain under oove::j,' and that they were to get back
1;0 their rﬁen, see theﬁ one by one and ftell them thias, 4ll
fire would be held untii one machine gun in a strong point

on the positionts advanced right flank opened up; this gun

- 49 -




Bl

would be the signal for everything to cut locse.¥ Hvery man
who could be spared from elsewhere over the ground was moved
up to the northeast coi-nsr_ and disposed around the machine
guns;' six of the eight available guns having been shifted to
this pé\rt of the pefimeter. The mortars were already well
set in adéquately deep pits in the examct center of the o~
sition. It required about 30 minutes to complete thease

dispositions. Then the men waited.

JOHNSON tock hia post on the left flank of the advanced po-
sition, near enough to the signal gun to give the word. The
German wave ceme on slowly; seemlng to ripple along as itg
“individuals moved laboi‘iously throusgh the maze of swamp, hum-—
mucks, canels and ocoasional hedgerows. Though they seemed
to be zigzagginé back and forth to take advantage of the
stretpheé of dry ground; on the '@‘hole they remained rairly
well bunched. JOHNSON was amazed that they put out no ad-
vance security. While about 1000 yards awsy, a small patrol
detached 1ﬁself f.rc-m the main body and moved out to the left.
JOHNSON st once sent out a counbter patrol of five men with
instructions to apprehend the German patrol before it could
come up even with thé American lines. BRBut the two mtrols
never closed. Before the German patrol had moved far enough
to bring JOHNSON'S position under observation, the engagement

_*It 1s to be noted that the position was now reversed and
that what had been the rear now became the front.
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had begun and the patrol faded back to the main body.

The hour was about 1600. The forward groups of enemy had
come to within 350 yards, still moving along unconcernedly.
‘It was the interval JOHNSON wanted., He was trying to achieve
a delicate balance in his fire-—to lead the enemy up to the
point where the first volley would sweep them with a killing
blast and yet not permit them to come so close that they
could cdme on and. overwhelm the position by .sneer weight of

numbers,

He said t0 the man on the forward gun, "OK now! Let 'em l

have iti"™ The saignal gun goi; away not. more than two rounds
before every weapon along the front of the perimeter was in .
action. MAJ ALLEN, from a post near the CP; directed the
fire. Those who wers watching saw many of the enemy fall,
But they could not tell how many had been hit and which ones
were diving for covers The force slmply faded away. Withiﬁ
30 seconds the men along the forward line couldn't see a
Siﬂg.}e German. The marsh and the canals gave them good cover
right at hand. They made the most of 1t and began pouring
small arms fire into HEIL'S CORNER.?; as qulckly as they went
to ground. After that, they senf up a rocket signal which

was followed by a renewal of the mortar fire from ST GOME DU

MDA

MONT and the artillery fire from_CARENTAI\_I upon the American

reaition.

R e i

The opening fire fight lasted for about one-half hour. Xot
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being able to observe the Germans, JOHNSON and his officers
éould get no idea whether their own weapons wers having

effect; JOHNSON began to worry aboub squendering his ammu~
nition on unprofitable targets. But with the action well~

THE PARIEYS joined, thers was no way to get his

own men to eags thelr fire. The mor-
tars kept banging away and seemed to be getting into the
right ground. 8 SGT IﬂSTER A. PATTY, a wire sergeant turned
rifle grenadier, kept up a continuous fire with his weapon.*
A few weak cries of "Kamerad" were heard from the direction
of the swamp. That gave JOIT'SON the idea that a way might
be found to produce a total surrender of the force., But his
men d4idn't wapt it, They told him so. They sald that they
ought to fight it out and kill every last German. But JOHN-
SON was doubtful that his ammunition supply was equal to the
task. | ' |

He went on back to the CP and asked for a couple of vol-
unteera to éccampany him, one to carry a flag and the other
to interprét. PVT LEC ¥F. RUNGE stepped out for one job and
TEC 5 WILLIAM F. LENZ for the other. The word was passed'
down the line for the Americans bo cease fire. JOHNSON bhen
started toward the Germaen lir:.s, RUNGE carrying an orange

flag lofted on his rifle. The German fire stopped at once

*PATTY'S work is mentioned because PWs teken by ?OHNSON

later said that the rifle grenades probably inflicted heavier

~cesualties on them than any othsr wearon.
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except for the shells coﬂ?ing over from CARENTAN and ST COME
DU MONT, But as tne_pa:qt;y advanced; JOHNSON heard fire com-
‘ing from his own lines, }50 he stopped the other two men and
shifted the orange flag f!"_ronll the rifle to a long pole, and
parried it forward high in air., Still; there was a spatter-
ing of rifle fire from behind him, JOENSON didn't know
whether his men hadn't hesrd the order or were suffering
from itchy trigeger fingeré « But 1t made hm apprehensive
that the Germans would answe:r back. RUNGE and LENZ showed
no sign, 1In faot; during the whole episode; ’they neither
flinched nor opened their mouths and JOHNSON sald later that
their bearing helped his own courage more than all else. The
party went on about lQD yards. By then all fire héd ceased.
A few Germans were stand.ing up and moving towaxrd the Amerif
can lines. Th_;ay advanced another 25 yards, 'In an instant,
the _peoplé who were standing up on the German side suddenly
hit the ground and small arms fire broke out all along the
German line, JOHNSON; RUNGE and IENZ went flat, end rrom ba=
hind them the men at HELL'S GORNERS returned the German fire.
The three orawled or folled back to their own lines, RUNGE
had been hit in the arm and JOHNSON in the hand. -

The fire fight went on for ancther half hour, There came a
lull in the German fire and J.ANSON decided to try again. He
told his men to hold their fire and he and RUNGE and LENZ

walked out once more toward the sw"am‘p‘. The front grew guiet. s
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They went about 100 yards and saw two men coming from the
German side, JOHNSON end the others waited about 150 yards
from their own lines and the two Germans Xept coming. Both
of them were private soldiers; and wounded; one with a bul-
let in the groin and the other shot in the arm. They said
most of the men wanted to surrender but the officers and

NCOs wouldn't have it and that several of the men had already'
been shot by the offlicers for talking about surrender,

JOHNSON sent RUNGE back to one of fna farmhouges to get a
table;loth, He told the German who had been wounded in the
arn to return and tell his commander that he would be given
30 minuteg to make up his mind, If he wished to Burrander
his forece, he would ground all arms and helmets., The men
would form single file; hends behind their heads; and would
cone out‘ﬁith their leader carrying the tablecloth aloft.
They would file into the Amﬁr¢can lines and their wounded
would be given prompt attention.

"Otherwige, " said JOHNSGN, "cr superior forece will gnnihilate

- you-—to the last man.®

The man went on back. JCHNSON'S party returned to HELL'S
GORNERS, helping the other German along., Firing Was resumed,
“but from.the German side it started spcradically and hroke

down graduwally as if the anemy naﬂ lost heart. IQHNSONLpasseq

_ the-word.around tp.his men about the results of the parley and
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£old them not to fire if the Germans began to stand up, In
jﬁst 30'minﬁtes he sew a few men arise from the swamp and

line up one hehind the other. As they did so, there was a
rifle shot from behind JOHNSON. He whipped around and saw
LT OWENS getting ready to fire again. JOHNSON jumped for
him end kicked him with all of his might in the butt.

"God damn itt"™ he yelled, " hat are you doing?n

"God damn it, Golonel;“,OWENS answered, "those bastards have
been killing my men all day and now you won't let me shoob
~them," He broke down and oried like a ohild. JOHNSON turned
him around and told him; "ot your ass in the 0P and stay
there for the rest of the day."* |

The shot had no illueffact; the Germans paying no heed to it.
Their procession-—only a little group at first—-ocame on to-
ward HELL'S CORNERS, reaching the perimeter about 1800. Other
enemy groups came filtering in, a handful at e time, until
after dagk, The battalion commander came in near the last.
He was a lisutenant colonel and a typical Nazi. To JOHNSON
be insisted that he was not a PW and should not be searched!
or stripped of his weapons. "I have & right to parley under
the Gensva Convention,” he seid. "I came in to talk wiﬁh'
you and decide'whethgf I wish to surrender." JOHNSON dién't
- *Phig anecdote is not in the original menuscript though
JOHNSON related it at that time but asked that it be stricken
out as he was afraid that it might reflect on. a very compe-
tent officer. The HO decided to include it, - '
| | YRED.
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see 1t that way and he told his men to procesd with the com-

mender as with the others. Altogether there wers 350 prison-

ers. About 150 Germans had been killed or badly wounded. A

few got away toward CGARENTAN. These were men of the First
Battallon of the 6 German Parachute Regiment,

While the last victory round-up proceedad; one more blow
fell on HELL'S CORNERS. The prisoners had been formed up
along the road to the south of JOHNSON'S CP. It was in--

~ tended to move them into some of the buildings around PENEME.
CAPT ALTUS ¥, MC REYNOLDS, the Regimental Aﬂjutant; had been
detalled to search them. He was proceeding with this task
when the Germen 88s resumed fire from CARENTAN. One of the
firgt rounds landed squarely in the center of the prisoner
group, killing MC REYNOIDS, and 20 of the Germans. Many
others wers wounded. The survivors whimpered énd oried and
‘ begged JOHNSON to send up a white rocket. He refused; not |
knowing what a white rocket'signified; Then he told the
_Euards to shoot any man who tried to move out, There had
‘been other losses in his own cammand. One shell hit the GP,
killing one man and migsing MAJ ALLEN narrowly. MAJ CAREEL,
the surgeon;.was hit in the knee. He dressed his own wound

and continued to labor all night among the other wounded.

'JOHNSOK'S losses during the afterncon fight had been about 10

xilled and 30 wounded. All through the night, German casu~
alties continued to drag themselves out of the Sw&mp and into

the Americen perimeter. American patrols were sent forth to
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gearch for others. 'I';_J%,Ley found many. The German battalion
had neither medical s%ﬁpplies nor personnel and the task of
succorling their woundéd fall wholly on GARREL. The aid
station soon ran out &f bandages. The men tore up under-
shirts, sheets and whétevéf they could lay their hands on.
The sulphs and blood Qiasma supply ran low and was conssrved

for the more desperate casaes,

That ovening JOHNSON made radioc conbtmct with KINNARD and

learnsd that higher headguarters had countermanded the order

. for BALLARD %o move to JOHNSON'S position, JOHNSON had been
hopeful that he could still get snough men together to move

on up the canal and blow the bridges. That hope died when
he heard that BALLARD couldn't come; it probably would have

gone unrealized in any case.¥

JOHNSON'told KINNARD of his critical noced of ammunition, feod,
water, medicines and relief of all kinds. KINNARD promiscd
to do what he could.

The force sbayed at HELL'S CORNERS through the next day
while the attack under GOL SINK went forward against ST
COME DU MONT.

- ¥*The "hope" mentioned is simply JOHNSON'S explanation of
why he continued to press BALLARD. The state of the command,
what others had to say about ite physical and moral situation
that night and the prior repulses by the enemy are all to be
welghed against this statement. Tho fact 1s thet JOENION
never believed BALLARD had & real fight on his bands. (He sald
so to the HO.) And the time came when he was fized with an une
regsnned determination to make his subordlnate comply with. :
orders. . _ T
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