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TK6 FIlZHT AT THE LOCK . 

. Aocording t o  plan, the D Day objectives of the 501st 
< < 

I 
1 '~ Parachute Infantry Regbent  were well  concentrated. After 

dropping in to  NORMANDY a l i t t l e  t o  t h e p o r t h  and eas t  Of 

the c i t y  of C-AN, the  r egben t  was t o  press south and 

westward and es tab l i sh  the  defensive position i n  t h i s  d i -  

rect ion.  In  d e t a i l ,  1% was t o  secure the l ine of the 

lower D O W  RIVER, f i r s t  by seizing the s trategic lock on 

the  CANAL DE V I E 3  ET TAUTE a t  LE BARQUETTE and then by 

blowiw the r i v e r  bridges. In that  way, it would stand 

ready e i t he r  t o  a s s i s t  the advance of American forces from 

but of the  UTAH BEAC- an8 t o  t h e  westward. or t o  rend 

off any German counterattack from the  eastward. 

From the  begfnning, American a t tent ion was directed a t  the  

LF BARQUETTE lock. This unique objective and i t s  possible 

n i l i t a r y  agplioation appeqrs t o  have fascinated the imag- 

ina t ions  not only of those who planned OFBRATION W T U N E  

but of the oommanders who were t o  execute it. To get  t o  

the lock first and t o  make cer ta in  tha t  the enemy would 

have no use of i t  boothe an overriding consideration with 

the  p lanniw m d  t a c t i o a l  forces.  me the r  .that i n t e r e s t  

was out of proportion t o  the s traeegic significance of 

the lock was a question never fully answered i n  the doing. 

American apprehensions as t o  what might happen if the  

Germans gained control  of the  lock superinduced one o f  the 
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boldest s t rokas  of the  NORMANDY campaign, a stroke boldly 

made and t a c t i c a l l y  productive. Yet whether the emphasis 

placed ori the pos i t ion  by %he Al l ied  planners  was j u s t i -  

f i a b l e  was never oonfirmed by the  a t t i t u d e  of the anew. 

The lock  at  LE BARQUETTE is below CARENTAN as the KCTIER 

D O W X  flows and near t h e  confluence of t h e  r i v e r  and the  

l a r g e s t  of its canals.  On 6 June 194.4, t h i s  was the  s t r a -  

t eg i c  importance oP the  lock-that a t  high t i d e  the  low marsh 

land around CAREITTAN a r e  below the  l e v e l  of the sea. The 

lock holds back the t i d e .  If the  lock  i s  opened o r  demol- 

ished, the  sea pours i n t o  the  bottoms and the  marshy water 

b a r r i e r  t o  the  ea s t  and nor th  of C-AN become a s a l t  lake.* 

Per iod ica l ly  i n  the  years  when the RdF had t h i s  area under 

observation, t h e  Germans had opened the  lock.  Thereby the 

flood p l a i n  had become inundated so t h a t  a long arm of the  

sea interposed between tho r idges  of high ground around ST 

COME DO MOW and t h e  so l id  but somewhat lower ground s k i r t -  

ing CAREEITAN on the  south and west. A i r  photographa had 

shown t h e  extent  of these inundations. 

It seemed therefore  t h a t  the  device which the  enemy had 

pract iced might be turned agains t  him. I f  %he airborne 

could s e i z e  the lock in t ao t  and hold it aga ins t  a l l  

* ~ h e s e  d e t a i l s  were supplied by COL HOWARD R. JOBNSON 
and h i s  s t a f f  and were supplewnted by data supplied by 
Division G-3. This was  the theory o r  tho  object ive as it 
had been explained t o  them. 





c o u n t e r a t t a c k  by the enew,  we could use it a s  we wi l led .  

I n  c a s e  t h e  enemy forces  t o  the  eastward rebounded S ~ X O W ~ Y  

a g a i n s t  t h e  mCFlREAD,  the marshes around Cmmm could 

be turned i n t o  a lake ,  imposing an e x t r a  b a r r i e r  between 

the Germans and ourselves. O r  we could sit on t h e  lock 

and keep  t h e  marsh draining u n t i l  we were ready t o  go 

fo rward .  

The blowfng of t h e  bridges along the  cadeway crossing 

t h e  RIVER DOWE and i t s  canals  eas t  of CAKEITFAN was p a r t  

o f  t h e  same idea .  The causeway provided t h e  one convenient 

path ac ros s  the  fZood plain. Even t h a t  path would be 

d e n i e d  t h e  enemy i f  the  bridges were down. 

S u c h  were the  main objeotives of the  regiment. Once these  

things were done and the  l i n e  t o  the southwestward was made 

r e a s o n a b l y  secure,  the  regiment was a l s o  t o  capture the  

tovvn of ST COME DU HONT and blow t h e  ra i l road  bridge across 

t h e  DaDVE t o  the  west, of it. For these  t asks ,  only h o  

b a t t a l i o n s  were t o  be preeent,  Third Battaion having bean 

d e s i g n a t e d  as t h e  Division Reserve. Yet due t o  t h e  mia- 

f o r t u n e s  and misoaloulations oP the  a i r  journey and drop 

i n t o  NORKANDY, even t h i s  force  was gravely depleted before 

the combat opened. 

First Bat t a l i on  and the  Regimental Headquarters were i n  the  

leadfnig  s e r i a l  of the  regiment, with Second Ba t ta l ion  oomlng 



next - se r ia l s  8 and 9 of the Division formation. BY a 

f l u k s ,  a part  of t h e  leading s e r i a l ,  including t h e  reg i -  

men ta l  commander, dropped nearly on t h e  r igh t  ground. The 

r e a t  of t h e  s e r i a l  was scat tered so  badly t h a t  d u r i w  t h e  

f irst  s tage  Of the operation F i r s t  Ba t ta l ion  could not  

f u n c t i o n  a s  a t a c t i c a l  un i t .  A number of the s t i c k s  were 

unloaded south of CARENTAN, much deeper i n t o  enemy t e r r i t o r y  

than was supposed t o  be en: ~mpassed by the  i n i t i a l  All ied 

a t t a c k .  Later the  ba t t a l i on  commander w a s  found d e ~ d  i n  

t h a t  area.  The ba t t a l i on  executive became missing. A l l  

o ompany commanders were micaing though one regained t h e  

American l i m a  f i v e  days l a t e r .  Vanished a l s o  was t h e  bat- 

talion s t a f f  though the  S-l and S-J+ Pina l ly  Pound t h e i r  

way back t o  t h e  r e g u e n t  . As a r e s u l t  of the drop, the  

b a t t a l i o n  was wholly leader less  w d  i t s  men far-scat tered.  

COL X O W ~  R. JOHNSON rode in  the leading plane of his  

regiment .  A l l  went smoothly a s  t h e  formation crossed the  

Channel.  I n  JOIINSON'S plane the men let out a y e l l  as they 

saw t h e  French coast and mos t  of them stood up and made a 

ObB C 0kQIA.ITnER v 3 final. adjustment of t h e i r  eguip- 
E D B R m X  ment aa t h e  planes flew on and 

c r o s s e d  the  coas t l ine .  HalTrray across  the  GOTENTlX PEN- 

INSULA the  formation ran in to  a s c a t t e r i n g  f lak;  it did no 

da.mge and the  aon paid l i t t l e  heed, About two minutes out 

from t h e  DROP ZOm,. there  was a strong build-up of enemy 



ground f i r e  and t h e  t r a c e r s  arched up a l l  around the fo r -  

mation. The t roops  got the f i rs t  warning s i gna l ,  then  t he  

ereen l i g h t .  It f lashed back through t he  astral .  dome from 

the  lead  plane t o  the o the rs  and t h e  men junped-all excspt 

the men i n  JOHNSONvS plane. At t h a t  c r i t F c a l  moment a 

bundle b e o w  jammed i n  t h e  doorway and f o r  what seemed a 

nuoh longer thme but was b?r JOmf301JTS l a t e x  est imate about 

one-half minute, none could ge t  out .  They pushed f r a n t i c -  

a l l y  a t  t he  bundle. It droppod off i n t o  space and the men . 

followed as  sw i f t l y  as  they could, f e e l i n g  t h a t  they  had 

overshot the xtia2k. That 30-second delay was t h e i r  s a l -  

vat ion.  Por i t  enabled tkon t o  make a bullseye on DROP 

Z'ONE D. JO~BOIT f igured cfterward t h a t  h i s  men who had 

Jumped a t  the s i g n a l  probably landed i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 

ST COKE DU XONT and t h a t  many of t h e  men who never re jo ined 

t he  regiment must have come down .in t he  marshes near G m N -  

TAN and drowned before they could come f r e e  from t h e i r  

chutes. 

Tracer f i r e  was "spouting up l i k e  a Roman candle.tT Aluost 

as he cleared the  plane, JOKNSON r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i n  some man- 

n e r  h i s  reserve chute had o2ened. With the  anount of f i r e  

t h a t  was breaking around him, ho had become much too  good a 

t a r g e t .  So he pulled out h i s  k n i f e  and out the  reserve  

chute loose.  He h i t  the ground alld was immediately f i r e d  

on  by a rif lemen covered by a hedgerow 25 yarda away, 



J.0HNSON pulled h i s  ristol and f i red  twice i n  the  d i rec t ion  

where he had seen the  f l a s h  from the hedge.- There was a 

loud scream bu t  there were no more shots. JOmSOE l ay  qu ie t  

fo r  a moment before cut t ing h i s  way out of h i s  harness. 

That done, he ro l l ed  over and over u n t i l  he oame Lo within 

the  shadow of  a hedgerow which ran a t  r i g h t  angles t o  the 

one f rom which he had received the f i r e .*  

He found a gate i n  the hedt; and crawled through it on hia 

belly.  Then he lay  f o r  a few minutes i n  a roadside di tch ,  

considering. He was  next a road intersect ion.  Opposite 

him, on the f a r  side of the road, was a large building whioh 

looked l i k e  a chateau. Bis f i r s t  impulse w a s  t o  go over, 

rouse someone and ask the location. E?ut he thought be t te r  

of i t ,  and l a t e r  he learned tha t  it was a proper i n s t i n c t ,  

For the chateau contained tho local  Cesnan headquarters. 

JOKtTSOIT had landed r i g h t  on the top of  a well-prepared po- 

s i t i on .  There had been no warning other than the  first 

r i f l e  shots. JOHNSON had heartl nothing else.  But he f e l t  

t h a t  he had come dowsl on something hot and tha t  even then 

he was "fighting: Por l i f e . "  He knew he was carrying too 

much weight f o r  easy movement. Before leaving the  d i t ch  

he stripped himself of everything he thought he (30uld af- 

ford t o  drop, He then s tar ted  working down the hedgerow, 

"This experience i s  recordea de t a i l  f o r  d e t a i l  as 3 0 ~ 1 ~ 3 0 ~ .  
described it and i s  reporte? In f u l l  because it is believed 
t o  be typical .  The witness was l a t e r  X U  i n  Holland. 
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crawled along though he heard no other s o u d s  of combat un- 

t i l  a f t e r  another s e r i a l  had passed overhead. Then mortar 

f i r e  began f a l l i n g  on a l l  four s ides  of him as i f  the  Germans 

were Pouring it i n t o  the f i e l d s  broadcast on the chance t h a t  

someone might be landing there. Above the tumult he heard 

a loud crash and then another l i k e  it somewhere behind him. 

He knew t h a t  two of our planes had come dawn and looking 

baok, he saw a double g lare  i n  the sky. Out of the  hight 

came prolonged screaming which died i n  cresoendo a s  i f  a 

man had been bayoneted. He d i d  not know whether it had been 

f r i e n d  o r  enemy but he f e l t  the r i s i n g  t i d e  of sound and 

fire, a s  of many small encounters building up t o  a general 

engagenent. He was moving &own i n to  swampy ground now and 

though he was s t i l l  uncertal.. of h l s  location,  he thought 

t h a t  he was working toward a r iver .  He had looked a t  h i s  

compass. He knew tha t  he was crawling south and he figured 

that he mst be coming t o  the DOUW1. The direct ion was tak- 

ing him away from the sounds of the f ight ing.  He Kept on 

going for another 15 minutes, keeping t o  the ditches and the  

shadows around the hedges." The moon was qui te  bright.  JOHN- 

SON decided t o  w a i t  where he was and see whether any of the  

llmn would ccrme t o  him. Another 15 minutes passed. Then he 

heard the  ch i rp  of a cr icke t  r igh t  near him. 

*1n checking these da ta  with hundreas of paratroopers, the  
I30 found t h a t  they almost invariably tend t o  move down h i l l ,  
t h u s  following the  l ines  of drainage. This may be a fac tor  
i n  t h e i r  co l lec t ion  although they do not recognize it as a 
working principle.  



It was the  ttmost joyful  noises' of a l i f  etima. tle Pelt , - \+- 

h i s  own c r i c k e t ;  it was gone. He heard the  o ther  crl-- - 
'- 7.. 

aga in ;  t h e  sound pers i s ted .  JOHPZSON decided t o  t.?e - - - m i  

chance. Be oa l led ,  "Flash!qf Someone i n  t he  darkrc3;- ..: .-:, . - - 
l e d ,  ilThunder !It JOHlTSm r e p l i e d ,  "Y?elc m e .  Thsr. : :.F? - *..- 

joined: It was a par ty  of 15 men, some of h i s  (rf~r?, ;::.it 

from 506th Regiment. They had no t  y e t  or iented t?-'.c.;:-- : .,. .~. .- 
. . ^.a * 

A l l  had been moving about, t r y i n g  t o  f ind  somethir,o "s:. I c,:. . - 
would po in t  t h e  way t o  t h e i r  ob jec t ives  and i n  t h e i r  tz i r,, 

l e s s  search ,  they had come gradual ly  together .  SCM& T. 

thought they  had b e t t e r  kee7 moving south. So they '.;;-n-. 

on a l o q  t h e  d i tches ,  ana nore men came t o  them f r c n  z t ?  a p 

t h e  shadows a s  they noved. A good many of them were ~e r, 

from 5 0 6 t h ' ~  Third Ba t t a l i en  t r y i n g  t o  keep t h e i r  as3:gr----car. 

a t  t h e  D O W E  bridges near LE PORT. The o r i cke t  c o n t i c i c c ' ,  

t o  be t h e  ch ie f  means of drawing the  men together.  

By t h e  dawn of D Day, JO?INTON had 150 men. They had : : r , ~ * ~ * ~  

t h e i r  way t o  wi thin  300 yards of t he  canal  and t h e i r  r-r 

* ad object ive- the  LE BARQUZTTE lock.  Without knowing, rr.a>- - -  
been moving i n  t he  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  a l l  of the  time arid =I 

$he l i g h t  grew, t h e  men reoo$nized the  P a l l  of the  land-  

For two months p r i o r ,  they had been doing t h i s  p r o t l e s  w-s "3 
-98 and rubber s e l i e f  models of t h e  a r ea  and now the rum* 

an6. t h e  hedgerow turnings  began t o  seem f a m i l i a r  t o  t5or-- 

JOIiN5ON ha4 brought them a l o x  t h e  hedgerows and ditct'e S 



f o r  safety,  but the worst of t h e i r  hazards came'from the  

swampy ground. They floundered through streams, sometimes 

going i n  up t o  t he i r  waists. When a man slipped down, the  

o thers  pulled him along, No one said anything and by con- 

mon Consent, they foLlowed t h e  leatier and stayed c l ea r  of 

t h e  roadways and f i e l d s ,  As they came down i n t o  t h e  bot- 

toms the  Germans s tar ted  pouring mortar f i r e  i n t o  t h e  

marshes. But i t  was going high over the party and JOHNSON 

became confident that  h i s  approach was undetected. He had 

kept h i s  men together regardless  of t h e i r  uni t  and mission. 

We f e l t  it was b e t t e r  t h a t  way than t o  let small numbers Of 

men t r y  f o r  separate objectives.  He sa id  t o  them, Wai t  

t i l l  you can be sure where you a r e .  IYait u n t i l  you have 

strength." ;Vhen the country beome recognizable with the  
* 

' inoreased l i g h t ,  a l ieutenant  with 25 or 30 men from the 

506th asked f o r  perwssion t o  take them on against  the  

bridges a t  L;E PORT. SORNSOIJ t o l d  him t o  go. The parCy 

s p l i t  soon a f t e r  O4OO and %he l ieutenant  led  his group on 

along the canal. 

JOHNSON had already put his  soouts out.  They returned and 

reported tha t  they had reconnoitered the road in te r sec t ion  

Which l ay  just ahead of the party,  It was what they had 

been seeklng-the road junction jus t  north: of bhe lock. It 
. . 

CAPTITRF: OF checked with what they remembered of 

THE LOCK Che mps. They could see the banKs 



of the  canal  on beyond the  roadway. There was a group of 

bui ld ings  on beyond the road in te r sec t ion ;  JOH&ISON f igured  

that, t h e  buildings must be clustered around the  lock, The 

l l g h t  was f u l l i n g  now and the out l ine  of the cana2. embank- 

ments had become d i s t i n c t .  JOmON decided t o  s p l i t  h i s  

f o r c e  and a t t a c k  at owe.  This w a s  h i s  plan: About 50 of 

t h e  men were t o  s t r i k e  d i r .  : t ly  f o r  the  lock; the  others  

W O U ~ ~  build up a defensive base on the  ground between t h e  

main road and the canal. 

The lock par ty  made i t  i n  one dash. There was a s c a t t e r i n g  

of r i f l e  Tire around them as they raced across the  f l a t ,  

open space beyond the  roa8; no one was hit.* The lock and 

t h e  ground immediately around it were unguarded, and it 

wasn't u n t i l  the men got t o  the P a r  bank, moving across  

t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  look, t h a t  they saw some firs p i t s  and hut- 

merits about 50 yards beyond the  lock. The en- may have 

been a s l eep  except f o r  one or  two s e n t r i e s ;  a t  l e a s t  t h e  

r eac t i on  of the  def'enders was extremely slow and uncertain.  

The Amsricans held i n  place on the far bank, diggiw as fast. 

as they  could i n t o  the  s o f t  d a y .  The foxholes were down 

deep and t h e  men were wel l  dovered kvhen a t  l a s t  the German 

pos i t i on  carno t o  l i f e  and began she l l ing  the lock area with 

*JOEIJSON could not remember who l e d  th is  party except 
t h a t  i t  was a junior off ioer  . Check of the  other witnesses  
was equal ly f u t i l e .  They d id  not know who l e d  this paxticu- 
Lar a t t ack .  It seems possible t h a t  he was an o f f i ce r  from 
some other  u n i t .  



Some time around 0600 he heard the  r a t t l e  of a continuin@; 

small arms f i r e  building up t o  the  northware. It was the  

first s ign  t o  him t h a t  the re  were other f r i end ly  troops 

operating i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  and he drew some comfort from 

the thought that  they would probably be advancing toward 

him. The w a i t  was p r o f i t l e s s  o themlse ;  no new men came 

i n t o  the  posit ion.  H i s  g r i p  on the  lock seemed secure 

(4-5 man) pa t ro l s  which were s e n t  t o  scout the D O m  bridges 

and explore the  f lank toward LE PORT came back and reported 

t h a t  they  could not move more than a few hundred y a r d s  

e i t h e r  way ~ d t h o u t  drawing f ire.  The caus.er?ay leading t o  

C A K E I ~ N  appeared t o  be sLoutly defenaed. 

A t  0630 a pa t ro l  arr ived with information t h a t  &lJ R.  Z. 

ALLEPJ, t h e  Regiraental S-3, was a t  BSE ADDWIW;E on the high 

ground nor th  of J O ~ O N P S  posi t ion,  with a Pair-sizod force.  

The p a t r o l  did not know ALLEN'S exact s i t ua t i on  or whether 

AL=NqS loaat ion.  Feeling t h a t  he was not strong enough t o  

a t t aok  toward t he  CARENTAN bridges,  $OHNSON decided t o  take  

all the  maneuver force which remained t o  him-about 50 men- 

BSB ADDEVILLE a t  about 0900, having been under e n e w  f b e  



most of the  way. I n  cominc across  one of the  last f f e l d s ,  

the  paratrooper bringing up the pear  of the  column lagged 

f a r  behind and was f e l l ed  by a b u l l e t .  LT EDLEY C R A I G W L  

of Company A ( l a t e r  kllLed by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  a t  CARENTAPJ) 

dropped h i s  weapon, crawled back across  t h e  wide and Tire- 

swept space and draggea the man t o  sa fe ty .  

There were about 100 men with A;c~;EN. Among them were 

severa l  ~f the  regiment's lrey personnel and LT FAXWCLL of 

t h e  US Navy who haa taken spec ia l  drop t r a i n i n g  wi th  the  

regiment fox SFC support. ?he force  was  embattled wi th in  

TRE FORCES I@RGE the  houses o f  BSE ADDmILm and 

w a s  receiving f i r e  from enemy 

f o r c e s  f i g h t i n g  from behind the  hedgerows t o  nor th  and west 

of the hamlet. While keeping them a t  a m 9  s leng%h, ALLEN 

was making the  hamlet a re~iiiezvous point  i n  the  hope Of 001- 

Lecting enough men t o  go on agains t  ST COLD DU MOW. H i s  

was an oddly assorted group and included men from p r a c t i c a l l y  

every  uni t  which had droppea between the  IrllERDERET R I V W  and 

the coast. A L U N  had rounded up a number of carts and draft; 

animals from the farmhouses. Four p a t r o l s  had then formed, 

including a d r ive r  and f i v e  o r  s ix  r i f lemen t o  cover each 

p a r t y ,  and had moved out t o  the DROP ZONE t o  c o l l e c t  arms 

aQd ammunition. They returned at noontime. The c a s t s  were 

wel l - loaded but all. four  pat,!ols had come under f i r e  f re -  

q u e n t l y  during the mission, Meant h e  more men had come i n t o  

t h e  position. Jump ca~ualt ies-men with spra ins  and breaks- 



had begun t o  f ind  the rendezvous. Bullet  and mortar f i r e  

was a l s o  costing A L i X M  not a few men. A f i r s t - a i d  s t a t i o n  

was s e t  up and was soon f i l l e d  with the wounded. A t  t h e  

lock  th ings  were remaining f a i r l y  i n  balance. Fron the  run- 

ne rs  who kept moving back and f o r t h  between the two p 0 s i t i O n ~  

JOEINSON learned t ha t  there was no increase i n  enemy pressure 

aga in s t  the lock but that the enew f i r e  was beginning t o  

take  t o l l  of the  men along the embankment. 

T h a t  was a l l  JOHNSON knew of the general  s i tua t ion .  He had 

heard nothing from Division. He had no idea whether o ther  

Brserican forces  had succeeded i n  foi-ming or whether we had 

suoceeaed a t  the  Beaohes. A few minutes before 1200 one of 

h i s  medical men got a small radio  i n t o  operation, jus t  5.n 

time t o  catch the  noon newscast from L0M)OBT. It came over 

the  a i r  t h a t  the invasion was proceeding according t o  plan 

and t h a t  the operatton of the Americnn airborne d iv is ions  

was going strongly.  

JOI$JSON turned t o  AILUN. "1 have decided , l t  he said,  "iP 

t h ings  are going we l l  elsewhere, the  thing t o  do i s  make 

ourselves a s  strong a s  is necessary a t  the Lock and then 

g e t  t o  the  bridges as quickly a s  we canew* AW;EN.agreed. 

*Both J'OXNSON and ALLEN said t he  conversation was jus t  
about as  quoted and both said t h a t  the  oheerful news of t h e  
broadcast was the  determining fac tor .  This is t o  be corn- 
pared wi th  CEN RIDWAY'S extremely dark view or' the  s i t u -  
a t i o n  a t  ST MEID3 ElZLISE which was l a r g e l y  predloated u p n  
his  f a i l u r e  t o  g e t  any in te l l igence  a s  t o  how thiags were 
going elsewhere. 



They planned it t h i s  way, t ha t  JOBNSOBI would take  nos t  of 

the  fo rce  anti move back $0 IB BAJXQUETTE and from there  would 

t r y  t o  go on t o  the bridges,  while ALI33N woula be left w i t h ,  

only enough men to  cover h i s  own withdrawal a f t e r  darkness 

came. JOHNSOFT Was t o  s e t  up h i s  CP a t  t h e  F T  LIE L;E3= 

road junction, LT FRED 8. O'VK~!~?S, the pe r so~mel  ad ju tan t ,  

with four men went on ahead of the  main body t o  reconnoiter  

the  rou te  and make a  quiok est imate o f  $he s i t u a t i o n  a t  

the  lock. 

The main body was about ready t o  move when LT GEOBGE W. 

SEPTON, 8-2 of Second Bat ta l ion,  reporbed i n  wi th  the in- 

formation that only a shor t  dis tance beyond BSZ ADDEVILIE, 

i n  t h e  v ic in i ty  of a  l a rge  famning establishment oal led  UT3 

DROUERIES, LT COL ROBERT A. BAJJXLD and about 250 men were 

being heavily engaged by enemy forces. JOHNSdN got  BALURD 

on the  radio-it was h i s  f i r s t  d is tance  contaot with any 

p a r t  o f  h i s  foroe-and asked him, Van you jo in  me a t  once?" 

BAJLLARD repl ied,  "KO, I can ' t .  We * r e  pinned by enemy f i r e  

and the people we're f i gh t ing  are  between you and me .It JOHN- 

SON then t o l d  him tha t  he was leading h i s  own force  back t o  

t h e  r i v e r ,  tha t  he would leave fur ther  i n s t ruc t ions  with 

SEFTON and that B A J U l W  ahould diaengage ana j o h  him at the 

e a r l i e s t  possible moment. It was an order given without much 

attempt t o  inquire in to  BALLARDfS s i t u a t i o n  or t o  atuay 

whether aompliance was possible.  Out of the  subsequent 



Stresses Put Upon JOBNSONIS force and h i s  na tu ra l  W I x i e t ~  

t h a t  BALLBRD coaply there developed a r i f t  between the  two .. 
men which causgd some bi t terness  and much misunderstanding .* 

Most of the  d e ~ o l i t i o n s  platoon had collected a t  BSE ADD& 

VILLI3 and a suf f ic ien t  s to re  of e ~ p l o ~ i ~ e s  had been re -  

t r ieved from the  DROP ZONE t o  accomplish the  des t ruct ion 

of the  DOUVZ bridges. The platoon moved with the  main 

body from BSE ADDEVTLD a t  1330. ALLEN remained i n  the  

hamlet with 50 men. Once again the column moved along 

through the marshes a n d  canals, of ten wading through waist- 

deep water. They continued i n  t h i s  manner until.  they had 

moved out of range of' the  enemy's small arms f i r e .  F ina l ly ,  

they got back in to  the d i r t  lane leading into I;E BARQUETTE, 

a lane well-screened on botk s ides by thick fol iage.  The 

maroh went along without opposition u n t i l  the  head of the  

column reached the road in tersect ion west of PENEME. A t  

t h a t  moment s ta l l  h e l l  broke loose."** 

The Germans had apparently observed the column's progress 

but had reserved t h e i r  f i r e .  Their weapons were zeroed-in 

on the  point where the lane met the canal  road. Machine gun, 

* ~ t  t h e  t i n e  the HO work~"  with t h i s  regiment JOI-INSON 
s t i l l  f e l t  strongly %ha$ BkLURD had l e t  him down. Be had 
closed h i s  mind and d i d  not wish t o  personally examine the  
f a c t s .  He asked the $10 t o  d o  so,  however, and r e p o r t ~ t o  
him. When a l l  the findings were i n ,  the HO reported t o  JOHN- 
S O N  tha t  BAUJBD could not be considered a t  f a u l t .  

**JoHXSOM*S words. The saze phrase i e  invariably used by 
Ameriaan soldiers .  



r i r l e ,  mortar and 88 ma f i r e  a11 enveloped JCHNSONtS group 

i n  a  tviinklin&. The men i n  the point went P l a t .  The main 

body t r i e d  t o  find cover alongside the  lane. JOEINSON worked 

h i s  way folward, crawling up t o  the men i n  the  point;. He 

f e l t  sudden alarp. The f i r e  had broken around him'so guiakly 

an6 with suoh in tens i ty  that  he was afraia he ha& l e d  h i s  

men i n t o  a deadfal l  and t ha t  the whole force  might be wiped 

out  before he could extrica5e it.* 

"1% w i l l  be noted that  there i s  a oonsiderable d i so~egancy  
i n  time between the JOENSON and BRLLARD account of events, 
w i t h  BALLARD putting things nuch e a r l i e r  i n  tha  day, a s  a 
r u l e .  The var ia t ion  in  estimate i s  shown espec ia l ly  when 
they disouss the  timing of tbe  radio order wi th  respect  t o  
o t h e r  events. >?either man k ~ p t  a  log and both were sinply 
guessing a t  the  time, with the a id  of t h e i r  s t a f f  members. 
The e r r o r s  a r e  understandable. Soldiers  i n  b a t t l e  have no 
i d e a  of t h e ,  and as a ru l e ,  i t  goes much f a s t e r  than they 
t h i n k .  It would appear t o  the I30 tha t  BAU$RD did not close  
on I8S DilOUEi?ES u n t i l  some time i n  the ea r ly  afternoon and 
t h a t  J O ~ E 3 0 E J q S  time schedule i s  icoxe nearly cor rec t .  



It had been t h e  practice of Secona  att tali on t o  use a l a r g e  

b e l l  and a green e l e c t r i c  lantern far assembly follaving 

t h e  drop. Coming in to  KORMANDY, these two markers were 

jumped with personnel. But both of the men were l o s t  and 

s o  the assembly grouna went unmarked. LT CDL BALLARD cane 

t o  ea r th  r i g h t  on the  DIiOP ZONE which put hlm about 600 

yards t o  the southeast of U S  DROIIXRLES. H i s  experience 

was unique among the  bat ta l ion commanders of lOlst Division 

ill tha t  he knew from the beginning t h a t  he was in the  r i g h t  

spot .  He wasnV.t qui te  sure why he knew except that  the 

ground looked as he had expected t o  f ind it. Too, he had 

ca re fu l ly  noted the r i v e r  courses and  roads on the f l i g h t  

i n ,  and when he had jumped, he had f e l t  c e r t a in  tha t  the  

oalculat  ion had been about r igh t .  

Now, lying on the ground, he thought back over tho drop and 

he figured he had probably d r i f t ed  a l i t t l e  b i t .  But it was 

s t i l l  only a question of being a few f i s l d s  d is tant  from the  

point  he had been seeking, i\ilortar and machine gun f i r e  w a s  

enlivening the  neighborhood; +,he c loses t   shell^ were aropping 

50 t o  75 yards away. B A L W  &d landed within 25 yards of 

a hedgerow b u t  he didn ' t  crawl t o  it immediately. He lay 

Per fec t ly  still for about th-se  ox four minutes except f o r  

ge t t i ng  a grenade ready while thinking out his  next move. 

He had seen t racer  f i r e  follow him during the descent and he 



strained t o  know whethgr he h d  been spotted. We freed 

himself a t  l a s t  and ran t o  a d i tch .  There he took out 

map and a f l a s h l i g h t  and Prom h i s  reading he knevv h i s  10-  

cat ion f o r  c e r t a i n  within a few hundred yards: t h e  map 

checked with w h a t  he hid rerzembered of the  land p ic tu re  as 

he came t o  ear th .  

A -machine gun began f i r i n g  .' engthwise on t h e  hedgerow next to 

which he was standing. He moved back a l i t t l e  b i t .  BALI;ARD 

had jumped with a SCR 536 strapped t o  his leg; he now t r i e d  

t o  r a i s e  someone on the  radio  but there w a s  no response. He 

moved on a few yards more. A cr icket  sounded near him. It 

w a s  SGYC IVIWIAM H. JACKSON of Company D. JACKSON had landed 

i n  a l a rge  swamp t o  the  southward, or iented himself almost 

a t  once and wi thin  a few minutes of s t a r t i n g  the  walk t o  t h e  

object ive,  had found himself on s o l i d  ground. On omin& t o  

the Last f i e l d  just  bePore meeting WLARD, he had found W J  

RAYMOND V. BOTTOKLY, the  Bat ta l ion Executive, Lying beside 

a hedgerow. H i s  ankle had been badly twfated i n  the  jump. 

Vihen BAUARD went over t o  h h ,  BOTTOMLY s a i d  he couldnPt  walk 

but could. "do a damn good job of crawlingr" They s ta r ted  

along. The n e t t l e s  i n  the d i tches  plagued. these men-a8 t h e y .  

d id  all of t h e  paratroopers-more than a l l  else. They worked 

in to  t h e i r  knees and wrists a s  they moved along the  d i tches  

on a l l  fours .  They decided t o  move down one more f i e l d  and 

then s p l i t  up, seeking ocher men. A sergeant from Conpang 



E Joined them almost kcmediately and took a leading hand i n  

the ingathering of the  fopoe. BALS;ARD continued moving e a s t  

t o  t h e  drop a rea ,  oollect$ng a few men a s  he went along and 

sending them t o  the assembly point. All  movement w a s  by 

t h e  d i tches  and along the  ,'hedges except f o r  occasional dashes 

across an open f ie ld .  By how the enemy mortar f i r e  anti small  

a r m s  a o t i v i t y  was incessant and f l a r e s  were going up around 

ST COWE DU MONT. The f l a r e s  were short  l as t ing  but very 

I 
b r i g h t .  There came more ahd more of them u n t i l  f i n a l l y  t he re  

were only br ief  seoonds of darknesa. The illumination wor- 

r i e d  BALLARD. A few of h i s  men were 'being picked off by 

riflemen. He thought t ha t  k?'d b e t t e r  conclude h i s  round- 

up qu ick ly  and get  s e t  i n  a defensive position. He w a s  a l s o  

w o r r i e d  about where h i s  bundles had gone; none of the men 

seem& t o  know. A few who : , ~ d  already joined hls party had 

l anded  i n  the  C m N T A N  ziarshea, e a s t  of the town and nor th  

of  t h e  R N W  D O W .  Some had swum t h e i r  way t o  temporary 
Y 

s e c u r i t y  but had had t o  cut loose from a l l  t he i r  equipment. 

They' were wringing wet, b u t  were otherwise, and fo r  the most 

P a r t ,  unhurt. These men thought t h a t  many of the bundles 

had been dropped i n  the  marshes, also, and would not be re -  

t r i e v e d .  

BALI;BRD returned t o  the assembly a rea  a t  0330. By t h a t  time, 

BOTTONCY had organized the men whom BgWARD and the two 

s e r g e a n t s  had shunted along, and had checked the i r  weapons. 

There  were four  machine guns, 125 r i f l e s ,  one bazooka and 



one 60 m mortar present! A l l  or the r i f l e  company com- 

manders were missing and ithe bat ta l ion had no radio other  

than the  one strapped on jRALLARD ' S  leg. 

Dawn w a s  cracking as the  .oompanies moved out of the f i e l d s  

and down t h e  hedgerows toward ST COME MS MOIJT, which BAL- 

L(LW propoeed t o  assau l t  immediately. The general f i r e  

had quieted somewhat and the column seemed t o  be moving 

away from the  zone where Snipers were act ive.  Al; 0400 BAL- 

LARD sent LT SEFTON and four of h i s  inen t o  the southward, 

They were given the mission of moving %hrough the  swamp and 

attempting t o  oontact e i t h e ~  First Battal ion or Regimental 

Headquarters somewhere around I;E BARigIXTTE t o  t e l l  them t h a t  

E d U R D  was moving against ST CCmdE IIO BIIONT. The G-2 inform- 

a t ion had been tha t  l e s s  than a platoon of the enemy would 

be holding t h a t  town. BALLBRD and h i s  men had already spot- 

ted the approximate locat icns  of three  machine guns between 

them and the town and B&LBFa had reached the oonclusion t h a t  

there was a much l a rge r  force there than he had bargained 

on. One of h i s  scouts had seen a German disappear i n t o  a 

large building a t  US DROUERIES. They took t h i s  as a s ign  

that  some enemy s t rength  l a y  along t h a t  flank. The a t t a c k  

order was issued a t  0430 by CAPT Wl3iSJ.m E. P E W ,  the S-3. 

The plan was t h a t  they would move against LES DRRBOI1ERIES w i t h  

two companies abreaet. Cmpny E on t h e  r igh t  with 30 men 

was  t o  go a f t e r  the  farm buiXings and the road arossine on 



t ha t  s ide  while Company F with 30 men was t o  a t t ack  toward 

the crossroads on the l e f t .  Company D was t o  follow Company F. 

While they waited, B U D  sent some of h i s  men from the 

l i g h t  machine gun platoon t o  search the DROP ZONE f o r  weapons 

and ammunition. Since the platoons d i d  not have enough guns 

t o  be i n  business, he a l so  put four of the gunners i n to  

service  as runners. He noted t h a t  many of h i s  men appeared 

t o  be i n  a dazed condition. The men who had f a l l e n  i n  the  

swamp were still wet and shivering and they walked or orawled 

around f o r  warmth. But those who had landed dry dropped 

i n  t h e i r  t r acks  and were asleep any titne t h a t  the movement 

stopped and some even slept  stanaing.* Many were sul f  er ing 

from sp ra ins  or f rac tures .  Only two  members of the ba t ta l ion  

medical unit' ( 2  o f f i ce r s  and l I +  men) had assembled with the  

ba t ta l ion .  But  these two were doing a superior job and had 

begun co l l ec t i ng  the  wounded and injured a s  soon as they 

landed. 

The b a t t a l i o n  moved out a t  0530 i n  oolumn formation, s t icking 

t o  t h e  hedgerows. As the  l i g h t  grew, EKLURD noticed an in- 

mediate l i f t  i n  the  s p i r i t s  and energies of h i s  men. They , 
%ate by HO: Other bat ta l ion  commanders noted these same 

cha rac t e r i s t i c s  i n  t h e i r  men on t h i s  oocasion. COLE sa id  he 
had t o  ac tua l ly  "bootcf h i s  men t o  keep them going. There i s  
probably something i n  the  f a c t  t h a t  tho ext ra  amount of adren- 
al in  pumped by the excitemerf of a combat drop brought on the  
react ion:  a drop i s  said t o  be a s  fat iguing a s  an eight hour 
work day. The men d idnq t  want t o  s t e ~  out. Thev t r i ed  t o  hud- 
dle together.  It required ex t raord inby  exert& on the part  
of the  o f f i c e r s  t o  get  them going. 



s e e m e d  t o  be f i l l e d  with a sudden but f a l s e  sense of well-  

b e i n g  as , now tha t  daylight had found them, they had coa- 

c lua-d:  that t h e i r  major t r i d s  were over and v ic to ry  was  in ! ~ 
I 

t h e x r  h a n d a .  They went about 200 yards before a  break-out 1 1 
of enemy fire restored t h e i r  sense of proportion. 

Two l i , g h +  machine guns f rom Headquarters Company ar r ive& 

j u s t  a r t e x  t h e  a t t ack  s tar ted  and were put along the hedge- 
!~ 

row i n  f r o n t  of Company E. &om t h i s  l i ne ,  they oould f l r e  I 
b at  *he farmhouses and against  the two l a t e r a l  hedgerows be- 

t w e e n  the company and i t s  objective. Company E had already 

w o r k e d  f o r w a r d  as f a r  as the bend i n  the road when rifle 

and a u t o m a t i c  f i r e ,  seeming t o  oome from enemy posi t ions 

g r o u p e d  c l o s e l y  around the houses, broke a l l  around 9% and 

I s t o p p e d  t h e  advance. The bl-llet f i r e  ranged down both s i de s  I 
1 O f  the r o a d  and was a l so  picking away at the embankmen% of 1 
1 t he  r o r w a r d  hedgerows. A cur ta in  of mortar f i r e  dropped . 

i b down on b 0 t h  roads and the f i e l d  lying between them. The 

men or Company 'E went f l a t  i n  the ditches almost i n s t an t l y ,  

and r e m a i n e d  thero,  ine r t .  The volume of the  f i r e  was such 

t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  first surprise shock, they remained pinned 

t o  e a r e h  a n d  d i d  not r a i s e  up even enough t o  answer f i r e  w i t h  

f trc - Company F gat no f a r t he r  than Company E; i n  f ac t ,  t he  ' ~ 
c l o s e s *  p r o t e c t i n g  hedgerow on the l e f t  f lank was a l i t t l e  : I  
b e h Z n a  the  hedgerow which gave pa r t i a l  protection t o  the men I 

on the right, B&Z;LARD, who had come along behind his xeserve I 

CornPanF, was hear* only t he  vaguest reports  from his fomaxd i~ 



l i n e  a s  t o  the  source of ths  mortars and machine guns which 

had stopped the  movement. So Re moved h i s  Battalion OP up 

t o  the hedgerow corner on Company Eqs flank., ~Yom there ,  , 
he could locate  a few enemy riflemen but he could not spot 

the posi t ions of any of the heavier weapons. By 0700 both 

companies had 7 or 8 casual t ies  apiece, most of the losses  

coming f rom mortar fire. LT Efr.NNBRa A. ALUlYORTH, the  edju- 

t an t ,  was put i n  charge of evacuating the  w0UndQd. He s e t  

up a temporary a id  s t a t i on  i n  a church a t  A N G W m  AU W N  

and the men were taken there by farm cart .  The f i g h t  a t  the  

hedgerows went on one-sidedly, the companies finding no way 

t o  ra l ly .  With BAKUFtb at the OF, it was a matter of look- 

ing f o r  a few soconds through a break i n  the heagerows, 

dodging back t o  avoid alrned r i f l e  f i r e  and then moving l e f t  

or r i gh t  fo r  about 15 yards and coming up fo r  another look. 

The enemy rifle p i t s  seemod t o  be only 60 or 70 yards from 

him. He  noted t h a t  elsewhere along h i s  l i n e  the men were 

scarcely attempting t o  observe t hough  the h~dgerows, such 

was %he oonsistency of the opposing f l r e .  

BAI;L$1ID thought of using smoke but could find o n l y  orange 

3m~ke grenaaes-the fr iendly signal. Both companies t r i a d  

a t  d i f fe ren t  times t o  organize a forward rush along the 

Perpendicular hedgerows. But  they l o s t  a few men a t  the 

start and promptly recoi led.  By 0800, BGWARI) had f e l t  out 

the  pressure au f f i a i en t ly  t h a t  he w a s  cextafn the enemy 

force intendm3 t o  atand i t s  ground and could not be abortett. 



That put him. between t h e  d e v i l  and the sea. He could not 

go on and a t t ack  ST C W  IXJ MONT, f o r  t o  do s o  would mean 

t h a t  he would leave an enew fo rce  of unknown s i ze  on h i s  

lef t  flank and i n  g o ~ l i t i o n  t o  take him is rear. On the 

other hand, the  U S  DROTIERIES pos i t ion  a l s o  blocked the 

road t o  where the  l a r g e r  e l a e n t s  of the  regiment were sup- 

posed t o  be concentrating around Ije: BARQUETTE. 

He f e l t  t h a t  h i s  a t t a o k  thus  f a r  had been la rge ly  f u t i l e .  

A few of  the enemy i n  the  Cug-in posi t iohs  between BRLJ;ABDtS 

foroe and the f irst  house had been k i l l e d  but thme  had been 

no abatement of' the  f i r e .  While B A L W  was oonsidering 

what to '  do next,  LT WALTER W. WOOD arr ived with 20 men, WOOD 

was from F i r s t  Ba t t a l ion  of 501st. The men which he ha8 ool- 

lected were a l l  from 506th Regiment. They had f a l l e n  i n  

with him following the  drop and had oome along under h i s  

leadership,  looking f'or a f i g h t .  E U u R D  talked the s i t u -  

a t ion  over with  h i s  of ' f icere and it waa deoided t o  send WOOD 

and his @;roup,on a wid@ sweep around the  r i g h t ,  movislg on 

such a Line t h a t  a square f i e l d  e n t i r e l y  enclosed by hedge- 

rows coveTed t h e i r  approach. 

The maneuver was made t h a t  way, WOOD moving h i s  men out t o  

the f lank and then baok again along t h e  l a t e r a l  hedeerows. 

They moved oaut$ously so  a s  t o  make f u l l  use of the pro- 

t ec t ion  of the embankments. Within one hour, they had cap- 

tured t h e  crossroads and the  f i r s t  housa beyond i t ,  over- 
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wileMng the enemy forces a t  both pointes. For the  first 

time, BAUARD now had a l i t t l e  leverage. It had cost  him 

something, Company E had pressed forward t o  assist i n  the  

capture of the  farmhouse and had l o s t  LT GEORGE E. SmIDT, 

ki l l ed ,  and four others wou-:3ed. LT VWN KERZ, connmnding 

the machine gun platoon, took over the  company. Company F 

moved up l a t e r  a f t e r  Company E ' s  gains had made it possible 

t o  d i rea t  a flanking f i r e  a...sad of Company 8"s l i ne .  The 

Germans then came on down the hedgerows in  counterattaok. 

The brunt of t h i s  assault  f e l l  full on WOOD'S men who r e -  

pulsed it by a aonoentrated f i r e  a f t e r  the  enemy had 010Sed 

t o  wtthin hand grenade rango. 

Right i n  the middle of these undertakings, BALLARD got JOHN- 

SON'S radio  order t e l l i n g  him t o  move v i a  BiB ADDEVXLDC, 

pick up ALLEN'S force and then reinforoe the posi t ion a t  

L;E BARQUEITTE. At t ha t  moment WOOD'S group was closing i n  

on the Germans from the  f lank and Companies E and F were 

going forward along the ditches.  BAIURD f e l t  tha t  he could 

not oomply, He reasoned t h ~ :  t o  order a wfthdrawal i n  the  

middle of an a t t a c k  would only confuse h i s  men and tha t  i n  

the confusion of disengagement the enemy would l i k e l y  find 

him vulnerable t o  oounteratttrok. There was one other argument 

for procrastination. ST lj%NK GREQU had. reported i n  with 

the information tha t  CAPT D. A. BROWN of Company E was about 

two kilometers away with 75 men and had not yet become eqager3. 
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BhLWU) had sen t  GREG back t o  bring these men in .  They 

were now marching toward U S  DROU%FRIES. 

One-half hour a f t e r  ge t t i ng  the  order,  BAZLlLRD made ready 

t o  w i t h d r a w .  Ha had oompleted capture of the  first group 

of houses by t h i s  time and he was  personally qui te  ready 

t o  t r y  h i s  luck  somewhere else .  Several of his  o f f i c e r s  

bucked a t  t h e  order,  but EK3,ARD had about concluded t h a t  

i f  he had t o  f ight i t  out on thfs  ground, he would r i sk  

baring his f l ank  t o  the enmy forae  a t  LE!S AROUERLES and 

would a t t a ck  s t r a i g h t  toware ST COME W MOBT. 

LT DEMTER R. BENNETT was sen* wt th  15 men o f  Company D t o  

ANGOVILU AU PLAIN; from t h a t  poin t ,  they were t o  r e o o m a i t e r  

R route across the  marshes t o  BSE ADDEVIZT;E. The r e s t  O f  

the  force  pulled out gradually,  moving i n  the same gm3ral 

direct ion.  The worst problem was ge t t ing  the  ca sua l t i e s  out .  

X t  took almost an hour t o  c lea r  the  ground. Meanwhile, half 

of each o i  the two forward oompanies was l e f t  i n  place t o  

ac t  a s  a covering force .  A t  some time a f t e r  the  noon hour 

the fo rce  ar r ived a t  A N G O V I U  AU PLAIN. A l l  during t h e  

morning a group OQ the  enemy and some men from the 326th Ur- 

borne Engineers had been f i~..%ing f o r  control  of the  hamlet 

and it had cfiarged ownership th ree  times. LT ALIWORTH had 

managed t o  s t ay  more or  l e s s  on t h e  job of caring f a x  the  

wounded by running from the place whenever the @mans oame 

in. H i s  a id men stayed on with the  wounded in the  church. 



-. 

The Germans came i n ,  looked thelp over, noted t h a t  a few 

German wounded were a l so  'being attended., and l e f t  t h e  

Americans unmolested. 

About 1400 BAUARD moved h i s  ba t t a l i on  t o  the  edge of the 

swamp south of ANGOTTIL;LE AU PUIN. A8 he reached i t ,  he 

saw EEN'NETT ahead of bin. Re was pinned f l a t  out i n  the  

marsh. Machine gun f i r e  from the high ground around U3S 
. , i ;  

DF&OUERES was  whipping up the  : I BALLARD TRIES CROSSING 6. '  ,; - f.: ::I 
water around him. BALLRRD : i . , , (  

, . ? ': : r  . . 
i :I . .  . , . called, "How many men do you have?" 3ENhBTT repl ied ,  "9ix." c .,, ~ ., :, # 

i .  ; 

Unti l  then, BALLARD hadn't seen the  l i t t l e  l i n e  of r i f l e -  

men wriggling along several  hundred yards i n  f ron t  of BEN- 

NETT. Re yel led t o  BENNETT t o  k e e p g o i q  and the  l a t t e r  

maved on up t o  h i s  men. B..~LARD was using the  pa t ro l  f o r  

a guinea gig. He wanted t o  see hmmuoh f i r e  they'd araw 

and whether the  enemy seemed t o  have the  f la t  under obser- 

vation. The r e s u l t s  convinced h i m  t ha t  he couldntt  take the  

bat ta l ion  across  the  swamp without taking t e r r i b l e  Losses. . 
He hoped there  m i g h t  be a way around the  swamp and he sent  

h i s  S-3 to scout it toward the  r e a r  and l e f t  i n  aearoh of 

a  route.  He reported t h a t  the ground was all but impassable 

and, tha t  a  canal,  a l s o  under good observation, wae a  speoial  

hazard i n  t h a t  d i rec t ion.  

While cons ider iw h i s  next move, BAf,LARD go$ t h e r a d i o  mes- 

Bage tha t  WAJ ALLEN was about t o  withdraw from BSE ADDATILL8 



toward I;E BAR~UETTE. That forced h i s  decision: he would 

try t o  move the  ba t t a l i on  e l o w  the  edge of the m p .  

Hedges and para l le l ing  di tqhes  came r i g h t  down t o  the  limits 

of the  sol id  ground, psovid4ng considerable cover. The l i n e  

of advance would take the  ba t t a l i on  s t r a i g h t  toward the  ex- 

treme l e f t  of t h e  enemy posi t ion on the  high ground. But 

BBLLAU thought there  was  ,iust a chance t h a t  he might make 

the approach unobserved and knock out t h e i r  forward guns as 

he reopened the  engagement. He estimated there  were four 

machine guns i n  the German posi t ion and he had no idea how 

many riflemen they counted. i n  h i s  own f o r m  there  were 

six l i g h t  machine $uns and two 60 mmrnortars; t h e  machine 

gun ammunition was running low and there were 20 rounda of 

mortar . 
The bat tal ion moved out a t  about 1445 and was Just beginning 

t o  s k i r t  the edge of the  swamp when CAPT BROWN came i n  w i t h  

about 45 men from various organizations. The men moved 

along i n  skirmish l i n e  with %he scouts leading them about 

one hedgerow distance i n  f ron t .  A t  f i r s t  they moved e a s i l y  

down the  d i tches ;  a few b u l l e t s  sung overhead but they d i d  

not seem t o  be drawing any aimed f i r e .  Tt was t h i s  w a y  f o r  

about 200 yards. Then a h a i l  of amall arms f i r e  met them 

from a l l  along a l i n e  which seamed t o  be almost p a r a l l e l  

t o  the angle af approach. Company P, which was leading the  

column, then found i t s e l f  f i gh t ing  f o r  the  same orossroaas 

\ 



w h i o h  it had oaptured p a r l i e r  i n  t he  day, though coming a t  

it Prom a d i f f e r e n t  tangent. Mortar f i r e  was now ranging 

over t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and- the  enemy machine guns spoke more 

s t r o n g l y .  Ompany P bounded on t o  the  last hedgerow shor t  

Of t h e  enemy pos i t ion  and l o s t  f o u r  men covering t h e  f i n a l  

s t r e t c h  of ground. The ba t t a l i on  then became hmohi l ized ,  

checked  on i ts  r igh t  by the  enemy f i r e  l i n e  and held on its 

l e f t  by t h e  expanse of the swamp. The mortars were put i n t o  

a c t i o n  near  t he  edge of the  swamp but r an  out of ammunition 

b e f o r e  t hey  could do any apparent good. Company E was pul; 

over on Company F T s  r5ght, both groups being s t r w  out along 

the hedgerow. The position-a sunken road with d i tches  and 

tree c w e r  on both sides-was fa i r  'enough and gave them sub- 

s t a n t i a l  proteot ion,  even against  t he  mortar f i r e .  They 

s t a y e d  t h e r e ,  i n  olose contact wi th  t he  enemy.' 

A message came from ALLFN a t  2200 saying t h a t  he had q u i t  

BSE ADDEVILLE: there  no longer remained any p o s s i b i l i t y  of 

j u n c t u r e  w i th  h i s  fo rce ,  and BALWLRD heard nothing more 

a b o u t  t h e  matter  that evening. He was on h i s  l a s t  b e l t s  . . . :, 

of mmhine  gun ammunition and he f e l t  that h i s  next s t e p  

had t o  be a round-up of f i gh t ing  and communioations sup- 

p l i e s  from t h e  DROP ZONE. 

This search  was s t a r t e d  a t  midnight and by 0300 the  par ty  

had co l leo ted  enough supply t o  aee the  ba t t a l i on  through 

a n o t h e r  day o f  ba t t l e .  



The night was fairly quiet .  The forca  alept in relays, 

half a t  a time. 





When the  enemy f i r e  stopped JOHNSON cold a t  LE BARQtIEW, 

he found himself between tl-e devi l  and the sea. Re had no 

coun te r  f o r  t h e i r  mortar and 88 ba t t e r i e s  and if' he stayed 

t h e r e  he Would cer ta in ly  be destroyed. Too, he f e l t t h a t  

t h e  enemy observation was good enough t ha t  any attempt t o  

move would be not l e s s  fa ta l .*  Then he happened t o  remember 

t h a t  one card was s t i l l  i n  h i s  hand. On that morning, LT 

FARREU, USN, had had the ra re  good fortune t o  r e t r i eve  

h is  SCR 609 following the drop. JOHNSON crawled on baok 

t o  FLBJ33LL who was a t  the rea r  of the  column and asked i f  

he cou ld  r a i s e  the USS QUINCY, whioh was supposed t o  be 

maneuver ing  somewhere off the beaches. 

Toge the r ,  they crawled bacl- along the  d i tch  t o  the road 

i n t e r s e c t 2 o n ,  which was a f a i r  point of observation. JO13.N- 

S O N  t o l d  him what he knew. He thought tha t  most of the  

m o r t a r  s h e l l s  were coming ,"::om the high ground around ST 

COEE MJ XONT and that the 8% mm bat tery was f i r i n g  from a 

l i t t l e  t o  the eas t  of CARENTAN. 

FARRELL got through t o  the QUTNOY a luos t  inmdiately.  A t  

t h a t  t h e  she was steaming i n  "figure 8's" not far off the 

a o a s t .  The QUINCY promised t o  go t o  work. Five minutes 

l a t e r  t h e  f i r s t  salvo of eight-inch she l l s  whistled over 

3 3  BARQvJe:TTE toward the Cerraan positions. They were i n  p r e t t y  

*This was -JOHNSONrS estimate of 's i tuation as he h h s o l f  
e x p l a i n e d  it. 



c lose ;  the  necessary adjustments were mafie, Despite the 

range anfl the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of ~ p 2  under even the most ~ 0 m a a l  

operating conditions, the work of the QUIMCYtS ba t te r ies  

was unoannily accurate. The she l l s  played r i gh t  along the 

r i d g e  a t  ST COME DU MOBT; it impressed JORXSON t h a t  the 

German mortar f i r e  f e l l  off almost immediately. MAJ ALIEN, 

watching the r e s u l t s  from h is  gosi$ion at BSE ADDWILL%, 

s a i d  t o  JOHNSON, "That f i r e  would help I3AIURD. How about 

g e t t i n g  some over t o  him?'! It was arranged, but i n  round- 

about fashion. BALI&XD gave h i s  sensings t o  f f iL;EN by radio  

anti i n  tu rn  ALLEN relayed them t o  BARRELL who i n  turn relayed 

them t o  the  QUIPTCY. 

T h i s  naval ac t ion  was sustained for one-half hour or  SO. 

The German f i r e  had already taken t o l l  of about 10 of JOHN- 

SON'S men. M t e r  the  QUIIEY'S guns had spoken emphatically, 

t h e  G e m n s  went quiet .  

CAPT XAWmAlE N. HOlW? came forward and joined JOHNSON i n  his 

d i t c h  a t  the head of the column and was given the  mission 

of holding the  lock and b lming  the DOWE bridges; LT BILLY 

A. T ~ N E R  w a s  t o  go along with him t o  l a y  the  exploelves. 

They d idn t t  know Just  how t o  dispose t he i r  own forces bemuse 

of t h e i r  l h i t e d  knowledge of the enemy si tuat ion.  But wk21e 

they  were discussing t h i s  problem, LT OVm returneii with his 

pa t ro l .  Be sa id  t h a t  he thought i t  waul6 be impossible f o r  

3OHNSON t o  move any 'large portion of h i s  force t o  the west, 



The pa t ro l  had gone that way and had traveled about 500 

yards, but i t  had been under intense small arms f i r e  the 

whole distance.  h 

The repor t  put caution i n  SOBNSON. Be to ld  H o w  t o  

strengthen the force a t  the lock, extend the l i n e  t o  the  
t. 

westward an8 eastward on the north s ide of the oanal, and.. 

from out of t h i s  defensive base, push toward the  DOVIE 

bridge a s  f a r  a s  proved practicable. JCMNSONthen novod 

the r e s t  of the  force down 4.u a group of farmhouses ea s t  

of the lock. . . 
, , 

FAlWEW had been putting ship f i r e  on the  CAREiTCAN nrea. 

JOHIJSON asked him t o  t r y  f o r  a h i t  on the aauaeway bridges. 

The she l l s  bracketed the causeway and destroyed Sme of the 

houses a% POMT 333 DOUKE but fa i l ed  to damage any of t he  

spans. 

CAPT SHEWU of 506th Regiment came i n  about that time. Ee - 

was fee l ing  h h s e l f  hard pressed a t  the LE PORT posi t ion and 

h e  asked JOHNSON i f  he couldnlt l e t  him have som men t o  

h e l p  out. JOHNSON repl ied,  We're one force. 1'11 keep 

c o n t a o t  . If you're i n  danger of being overrun, 1'11 nave 

.to your assis tanoe with a l l  available t r ~ o p s . ~  SBETTLF: asked 

t h a t  he be given some m v a l  pmf ire support and the word was 

passed a l o m  t o  F2uZREU. r70iJJSON put a oontaot pa t ro l  of 

s i x  men out on h i s  own l e f t  t o  keep touah with SHETTIJZTS 



s i t ua t i on .  H i s  own men then s t a r t e d  moving t o  t h e i r  ap- 

pointed posi t ions.  

%rt of them crossed the walk across the  top  of t h e  lock 

and b u i l t  up a bridgeheaq t o  about 100 yards depth on t h e  

f a r  s i d e  of the  canal-r.iflemen, equipped wi th  the  usual  

arms, and supported by th ree  machine guns. The Germans 

who had been h o l d i q  the  fire p i t s  close t o  the  lock ?ad 

already go t ten  out. Tho posi t ion  north of the  canal was 

extended e a s t  and west for about 200 yards each way, with 

the  f l anks  curved back i n  a rough c i r c l e .  The troops were 

disposed, a l s o ,  s o  as  t o  cover the  posit;ion from the rear. 

One h r g e  s t rong point,  heavy wl th  automatic guns, covered 

t h e  nor thern  approach from t h e  d i r ec t i on  of the  marshes. 

Eas t  of the  canal look, there were a Pew r i f l e  pos t s  d i s - .  

t r i bu t ed  aZofig the northern bank. About 250 men proceeded 

t o  t h e  roundingout of t h i s  pos i t ion .  They were 30 hands 

stronger when U N  and h i s  f o r m  arr ived a t  2000. There 

was no food or water Supply a t  hand and no% more than a bas ic  

load of ammunition. 

That night  JOHNSON'S men began c a l l i n g  t h e  place HBLL'S 
. . 

CORNERS. The labe l  s t ruck  t he rea f t e r .  It remained It3 BAR- 

QWETTX only on the maps. A8 night  cam on JOHNSON i n s t ~ u c t e a  



f o r  body ta rge t s .  H i s  ammunition supply w a s  qu i te  low; t h e  

pos i t ion  was isola ted  beyond prospect or get t ing  easy r e -  

supply. But JOHNBON noted t h a t  the m m  were calm and un- 

concerned and Chat they took t h e  show l i k e  veterans. They 

engaged i n  no loose f i r i n g  during the  night. Despite t h a t  

the  enemy 88 Pl re  continued throughout the darkness with 

f a i r l y  accura te  range, the  men spel led one another i n  tak- 

ing naps. 

HOMAN, TURIWQ? and CRAIGIIIW t r i e d  one more s o r t i e  under cover 

of darkness, t ry ing fo r  the  bridges near CARENTAN. The 50- 

man p a t r o l  d idn ' t  get  very f a r  before running i n t o  a v ~ a l l  

of f i r e  f rom posi t ions along the ST COME DU MOMT-CAREl%TAN 

road. They took t h e i r  lossos and came on back. 

There were about 250 o f f i ce rs  and men available f o r  duty 

when morning came; some men had been l o s t  from a r t i l l e r y  

f i r e  and sn iper  a o t i v l t y  had been espeoial ly vicious around 

the  lock during the night. Also, JOHNSON had sent out a 

numbex of patrols-some trying t o  ge t  t o  Division and o thers  

seeking t h e  506th Regiment. Contact bad been maintained 

wi th  Third Bat ta l ion  at  LE PORT but t h e  other  pa t ro l s  aid 

not ge t  back, which fu r the r  pared the force. The wounded 

wore ge t t i ng  along f a i r l y  well f o r  the  time being though 

MAJ FRANCIS E. CARREL, the Division ,5urgeon, who had f a l l e n  

i n w i t h  t h e  group and had s e t  up the  f i r s t - a i d  s t a t i on ,  was 

WOrrYing about t h e  shortages of medioal supply. As f o r  
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defense, t h e  inventory 'showed t h a t  there was l e f t  one day 

of' f i r e  per man. withip the position were eight machine 

guns ( l i g h t  ) , four 60 mm mortars and one 81 m nor ta r .  The 

l a t t e r  w a s  of dubious vcrlue. It consisted of tube only, 

and without the bass plate  the men c o d d n q t  keep it oper- 

a t ing  i n  t h e  mud. 

Such, i n  out l ine, 'were the character is t ics  of this saemiw$ly 

ins ign i f ican t  position. Yet i n  retrospect it can be seen 

t h a t  the small p lo t  of ground held by JOHNSON and the  paroel 

of ea r th  on which S ~ ~ q S  men maintaiqed t h e i r  tenuous 

hold were o f  the  par t i c les  which, considered together,  were 

the  new m e r i o a n  f ron t  . 
That w a s  what had been intended. They had been instructed 

t o  take t h e i r  objectives and then hold, These things they 

did.  While t h e  separate operations, studied a t  close range, 

@ seem i so la ted  and almost eccontrio, t h 2 e s  were coming to- 

ge ther  "according t o  plan. ft The Germans opposite J O W O N  

at this time seemed confused and uncertain a s  t o  what the  

Americans were doing ana what should be done about it. JOHN- 

SON gained the  impression that  t h e i r  s h e l l f i r e  was aimed t o  

d r i v e  the m r i c a n s  away from the  lock ra ther  than t o  destroy 

i t .  Yet there  w a s  enough mortar f i r e  i n  the general v l o i n i t y  

t h a t  he could not supplement h i s  one footbridge across the  

l o c k .  It was the  o n l y  avenue of con,ntact fo r  the two halves 

Of the force.  



During the night, however, the Germans pulled away from 

the I;E BARQUEW neighborhood. Thef e was no r i f l e  Sire ' 

when morning o m .  



At 0430 On D plus 1, BAISJLRD ordered a s t and40  by~all 

hands, During the ea r ly  morning hours the  G e m s  used 

-11 p a t r o l s  against  h i s  front  and r i g h t  flank. These 

groups came forwartl firing. ~ u t  they  did not press the  

a c t i o n  vigorously  and they seemed t o  be punching maiuy $0 

de t e rn ine  t h e  extent of the iimerican position. B-llUARD 

used a few small pa t ro ls  for  outposting work t o  keep t he se  
k enemy p a t r o l s  a t  a distance, but nothing s i g n s i c a n t  c a m  

of t h e  a c t i o n s  on e i t he r  side. The enemy mortars resumed 
s Operat ion sho r t l y  a f t e r  daylight ,  f i r i n g  concentrations Of 

Six t o  e i g h t  shel ls .  But the f i r e  was not accurate and no 

h u r t  was done. 

A I  0630, BALLARD ordered the b a t t a l i o n  t o  resume the  a t t aok .  

It wi the red  almost at once. The on ly  promising node of ad- 

i 'Pance was by s tea l thy movement along the ve r t i oa l  d i tches  

and hedgerows. The Germans had s i t e d  t h e i r  machine guns s o  

as t o  f i r e  s t r a igh t  down these d i t ches ,  Every time any 

number o f  BMJ.&DsS men t r l e d  to work down the  di tches to- 

ge the r ,  some of $hem were h i t  and t h e  others  became ginned, 

from f e a r  of the  f i r e  and because t h e  bodies of the casu- 

a l t i e s  partly blocked t h e i r  path, making greater  exposwe 

necessary. Yet, gradually during t h e  morning hours a hand- 

f u l  of men faced the danger and overcame these hazards; by 

crawling forward on t h e i r  be l l ies  and taking every advantage 

- 4.0 - 



of the  ground, they worked up t o  a l i n e  where only one 

hedgerow separated %hem from the d i t c h  containing t h e  enemy 

machine guns. They hugged the  embankment on one s ide  Of 

the hedgerow; from the  other  s i de  of i t ,  four emplaced 

machine guns continued t o  f l r e  agains t  B S U R D T S  main l i n e .  

The exchange of f irs  continued through the  morning under 

these qu i te  tmsaeiefactory contiitions. 

I n  the  e a r l y  afternoon, EiMURD made radio  contact wi th  LT 

COL FURRY W. 0. 'IUNNARD, tka  Regimental Executive, who w a s  

then with COL SINK of 506th Regbent  a t  ANGO?XLI;E AU PLAIN. 

KIIWiFD sa id  he coula put a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  on the Geman8 

around U S  DROUbXlES i f  B U R P  could observe and ad jus t  3-t. 

BAUARD to ld  him t o  l e t  it come on and he gave KIiQUBD t h e  

coordinates of a lone house on t h e  enemy Left flank where 

he had seen a number of' Germans passing i n  an3 out. He 

thought it might be t h e i r  CP. It took 45 minutes t o  g e t  a 

s a t i s f ac to ry  adjustment of the  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  aue t o  t h e  

confusion created  by mortar bursts and by the %-inch s h e l l s  

from the  USS QUINCY, which was again banging away at ST COlldE 

m Mom. 

BALLARD had aslced t h a t  the  f i rs t  a r t i l l e r y  concentration 

be f i r e d  a t  t h e  house and t h a t  the  second then be pulled 

back 100 yards toware h i s  OIVA l i n e s .  That gave him a s a f e t y  

margin of about 250 yards. They scored a bullseye at  the  

first t r y .  B W D  saw the  concentration-3 salvos,  12 



shells-land square on the  t a rge t .  It was h i s  most hearten-  

h g :  s i g h t  of the  day, f o r  he f igured t h a t  %he a r t i l l e r y  

would pull him out of it, The next concentration-the S a m  

number of shells-lanaed squarely 00 h i s  own l i n e s ,  being 

pulled back a f u l l  350 yards. The blow f e l l  on Company $. 
Five men were k i l l ed  and e igh t  o thers  h a r d  h i t .  The g r e a t e r  

e f f e c t  might well  have been panic and &stampede. Ins tead ,  

only three  men of Company Y-light machine gunners-tried 

@ t o  break back from the forward ground. BALURD ran t o  s t o p  

them. To h i s  amazemant, they were ne i the r  stunned or  de- 

moralized. They laughed when he t o l d  them t o  g e t  back up 

the re  and they  a t  once s t a r t e d  Pomard. i3AL;LARD ye l led  t o  

h i s  o f f i c e r s  t o  t e l l  the &@i that t h e r e  wouldnut  be any more 

ahorta and that he was again  c a l l i n g  f o r  the  same conoen- 

* ra t ion  and making the necessary adjugtment. They t o l d  him 

t o  fire away. The she l l i ng  aontinued. 

p Again, the re  was an i n s i s t e n t  c a l l  from JOHNSON.* H i s  po- 

s i t i o n  a t  LE BARQUE!lTE had ao t  ye t  been put under any Unusual 

s t r e s s  nor were there  yet  definite signs of an enemy build-up. 

But LT HOFPBdAN, the  a s s i e t a n t  S-2 of regiment, t o l d  B~~ 

t h a t  J O I ~ O ? 4  wanted hiil t o  bring t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t o  ZE BAR- 

QUETTE along with  ammunition, food and medical supp l ies .  BAL- 

LARD got  on t h e  rad So and to ld  RINNBRD, a t  ANGOVILE3 AU P W N ,  

* T ~ P  subsequent experience on BALLARD'S f r o n t  establishes 
t h i s  f a c t ,  i.e., the  passing of t h e  German Ea t ta l ion .  



about the order. KIN'NARD i n  turn informed BRIG GEN ANTHOm 

C .  I@2 AULmD who immediately ordered t o  stay put ,  

adding tha t  a plan was i n  the making. Five minutes l a t e r  

KINNARD cal led t o  t e l l  BALLWl t o  leave the ba t ta l ion  where 

it was and i n  person get back t o  ANWVILL;E AU PLAIN t o  t a l k  

things over. 

It was at just about the  time of BALL&lDfS s t a r t i ng  f o r  

R N C O V m  AU P;tB3N that the German b a t t a l i o n ,  whioh DOL S I X  

had seen i n  the distance ~ n d  which l a t e r  i n  the day w a s  t o  

menace JOHNSON a t  LE BARQUETTE, began t o  cross the  swamp 

pas t  BALLARDTS l e f t  f lank. ?,%J BOTTONLY was s i tua ted  with 

a small CP group near the spot where I3ALZARD had paused when 

first  surveying the  swamp on the day before. He saw them 

first, and pointed them out 50 h i s  15 men. The Germans were 

passing d i rec t ly  on h i s  l e f t ,  the i r  f a r t h e s t  elements being 

about  600 yards away and the  nearest  about 200. PELWd4 Game 
F : i n t o  the group about t h i s  time, saw what was happening an8 

- 
r e a l i z e d  tha t  there might be a d isas ter  l f  the Germans 

wheeled rightward suddenly and moved aga ins t  the ba t ta l ion  

p o s i t i o n  through the swamp. 

"1'11 go back t o  the bat tal ion and get two machine guns,lf 

he s a i d  tq B O T T O ~ Y .  w o ,  1'11 get  Pour maohine guns. No, 

I guess I won't. They oanTt  s-e them a t  t h i s  tima .rs 

"Take it eaaytqf BOTTOadLY saia, "and we ' l l  give them a little 



Most of the Germans were e i ther  out of s igh t  o r  OP I-8 

across the wvamp, but about 20 of them ha8 come r i g h t  down 

the  edge of it. With r i f l e  fire, the Cp group k i l l e d  about 

12;  t h e  others came i n t o  the  l i ne s  with t h e i r  hanth up. As 

the f i r e  broke out, the  m f n  body of the German ba t ta l ion  

hauled off deeper in to  t h e  swamp. It i s  not i n  the record 

or  i n  anyone's recollecCion tha t  the inrormation was sent  

forward t o  JOHNSOIT t h a t  a strong body oP t h e  enemy was a& 

vanclng d i r ec t ly  twvard h i s  lines. 

A t  ANGOVILI;e: AU PLAIN, SRVK told BALLARD t h a t  he was t o  

continue the attack. EMLIARD asked fo r  tanks and was given 

six mediums, it was armnged Ghat t h e  506th Regiment Would 

o m  approximately abreast  of the ba t ta l ion  t h a t  night,  mov- 

ing in on i t a  r ight  rea r .  

The tanks  came up and t h e  tank cmmnander went forward With 

BAI;I$RD Tor a reconnaissance. BALLPlUD t o l d  him i n  d e t a i l  

where t h e  four German maohine guns were emplaoed: his men 

in the t h i n  forwara l i n e  had sent baok exaot infopma'tion. 

He to ld  t he  tank commander a l s o  t h a t  he was sure there  were 

no tank-stopping weapons along the enmy f ron t ,  aAZtaRD 

asked him t o  put a l l  Pour t rnks  in ,  and move d i r e c t l y  t o  

where they could put point-blank f i r e  on the  enemy emplace- 

ments.. There were low places where the tanka could move 

through the  l a t e r a l  hedgerows; the infantry would move out 

abreast  of the tanks, advanolrg fo r  the sake oP cover along 



the v m t i o a l  hedgerows.  hi^ was t h e  plan except t h a t  t h e  

%Wo tanks on the r ight  flank were t o  advanoe i n  00~Wnn aloM 

the road i n  Coapany Eta seator.  

The tanks moved out slowly, not through oaut ion,  but because 

the infant ry  advance was tedious, t h e  men having t o  f 00% 

the i r  way gingerly over the  uneven ground next. the hedgerow 

embankments. Together, they went forward a t  about two miles 

per hour. But the  movement was as positive as it was slow. 

The tanks rernaSPed unbottoned and t h e i r  example gave the  

infantry f r e sh  confidence. The hedgerows forward were sprayed 

from end t o  end, t h i s  oonstant f i r e  by the Canke being a%- 

mented by the f i r e  of B&tImDIS r i f lemen.  Momentarily, t h e  

tankers halted t o  shell the machine gun posStions. The ex- 

t en t  of t h e i r  contribution oan be meamred b e s t  i n  ammunition. 

Before the  advgnoe was over they had expended per tank 10 

rounds of 75 mm f i r e  against the ind ioa ted  stroslg points  anti 

? buildings and 15 boxes of maohine gun anrmunition against  the 

hedgerow l ines .  

Half  of the  enemy foroe f l ed ,  The o ther  half attempted t o  

hold t h e i r  ground. A f sw t r i ed  t o  su r r enae r  but  the f i g h t  

had gone on too long for  tha t  Too, t h e  condiZilons of the  

aonbat were such-with act ive f igh t ing  e lsewhere  along the  

l i n e  and the  enemy so distr ibuted t h a t  the surrender of one 

group d i d  not lessen the menace from another- that  the  mari- 

cans had t o  take extreme chances with thei r  own l i v e a  t o  t a k e  

- 4.4~- 



ated the offensive; i n  B a r n ' s  words, they refreshed his 

infantry " l ike  r a i n f a l l  on a desert." ~ u t  they had by no 

means carried the position unaiaed, oompany F baa not  rb- 

covered from the demoralizing effect  of the a r t i l l e r y  shell- 

ing and jus t  befoxe the attack went o f f ,  WOOD'S group of 

506th Regiment men and mother group of 15 m n  under LT 

e RTf.3HARD SN013QRASS of Ccanpany D were substitutes. Th i s  body, 

under the command of B O ~ O h b L P ,  advanced aga ins t  the C;emn 

r ight  flank. 

Company E ,  h i t t i ng  on the otk-r side, took the road. Sunobion 

and then came unaer f i r e  Prom the sama houae which iC had 

oapturea the day before. BOTTOMIPS s c r a t o h  foroe on the 

l e f t  had hartter sledding. TL2y moved up t o  the hedgerow and 

were driven back by heavy f i r e .  The Germans had tunnelea 

P under t h i s  embankment and the foxholes and l i r e  p i t s  on the  

two s iaes  were interconnected; they could f i r e  acourateLy 

from the forward side aa t h e  Americans came up along tha  

ve r t i c a l  hedgerow and the d i tch ,  then auak back through the 

tunnels and f i r e  from the cover of t h e  embanbent.  BOTTOMLY'S 

men &coiled and then ran t o  one of the tanks, uaing i t  as 

a shield. Tire splat tered a11 over t h e  aides  of it a s  they 

advanced again. In the KLoaest f i gh t ing  oP the day, they 

wiped out t h i s  segment of the  German 1 ine . None of them 



used bayonets. The Gennans i n  the foxholes and at the  ma- 

chine guns were shot t o  d e d h  with carbines & r i f l e a ,  or 

grenaded, at f ive  or six foot range. The Jgaericans stayed 

right With the  tank u n t i l  it  had delivered them i n t o  the Po- 

si%ion. Then they ducked out from behfnd it ,  and i n  a few 

minutes they had eliminated the enemy force t o  the last  man. 

BOTTmY l o s t  four men k i l l ed  and s ix  wounded. H i s  small 

f o r c e  captured 8 of the Crerm~ns* 1 5  mohine guns. 

"k The ba t ta l ion  was ordered by SINK t o  hold the road  t h a t  

n igh t  and B A L W  was told t o  report back for f u r t h e r  orders: 

t h e  tanks were released s o  t h a t  they could make thelr bivouac 

before dark. Water, ra t ions  and ammunition came i n  t o  the 

pos i t i on  about t ha t  time-1930. The battalion r ight  f h n k  
, 

was s t i l l  open-the l e f t  was protected by the swamp-but f i r -  

ing  could be heard about 1000 yards diatant  on the r i g h t  

rear, as SINK'S men oame on from BEAUMONT. KINNARD sent  word 

that about 30 men should be sent along with tanks t o  reinforce 

JOHNSON at t h e  lock, but because oP a strange turn a l ready 

taken i n  the  s i tua t ion  a t  LE BARqUETTE, the word oame too 

l a t e  t o  have any value. However, LT WILLIAM MORGAN waa sent 

a long  wi th  30 men. The tanks t r i e d  t o  follow but had t o  tu rn  

back a t  the  edge of the marsh. 

The ba t t a l i on  reorganized and prepared t o  defend f o r  the 

night .  company F-nm composed of about 16 men-was used 

t o  r e fuse  the  r i g h t  flank. BAUWJ reported t o  SINK and 



. spent the remainder of the night showing his-front to the 

the following morning. 



HELL'S corn 

JOHNSON was worried about h i s  ammunition supply. He checked 

it again and what he found d i d  not reassure him, Then he 

searched fo r  a panel asking for reaupply but found t h a t  he 

had none. Shortly a f t e r  daybreak he put out an fdent i f ica t ion 

(orange) panel t o  Uraw the a i r ' s  a t tent ion.  A few minutes 

passed, then an American planecame f ly ing up the DWKE and 

unloaded . . i t s  bmbs  near CAREMTAN. The plane flew low along 

the canal a s  if readying t o  s t ra fe  ground ins ta l l a t ions  and 

as i t  came above HEL;LfS CORK@@, apparently saw the orange 

panel and pulled off. 

About 0630 a resupply mission was flown by the A i r  CorpS; 

the  nearest chutes and bumlloa dxopped down in to  the swamp 

about 1500 yards away and were so covered by enemy f i r e  tha t  

there  was no chance t o  get  . to '  them. The posi t ion grew hot ter  

aa the morning wore along. The 88s continued t o  ban$ away 

a t  it  Trom the high ground near CARFNTAM, though the main 

e f fec t  of t h i s  f i r e  was t o  make a l l  hands f e e l  a l i t t l e  jumpy. 

What bothered more was tha t  the enemy snipers ,  having faaed 
' 

back auring the darkness, again began t o  crowd i n  on a l l  sides.  

This i r regular  f i r e  f i n a l l y  became so i n s i s t en t  tha t  it pro- 

h ib i t ed  anyone walking about within the position-. The men 

moved backand f m t h  by running or crawling; even so, about 

10 more'casualties ooourred from t h i s  f i r e .  Some t ime after 

noon the American planes bombed SBETTLE'S posi t ion a t  I8 PORT 

- 48 L 
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and two o f  them flew on low along the DOWE cana l  ae if t o  

s t rafe  HELL'S CORNCERS. JOENSON'9 men had seen the bombs drop 

near LE PORT and had figured t ha t  SED%TT!B was probably taking 

it on the chin. They got: out another panel in a hurry and 

the planes pulled away, 

The hour was 1500 or a l i t t l e  l a t e r  when JOENSON saw 

a large body of troops molting in  the open and appsoaching 

hiB posi t ion from the north. Their formation was greatly 

scattered and they came on i r regular ly  a s  they were advancing 

through the swamp. The oTfioers looked a t  them through glasaee  

but couldn't make sure whether they were f r i end  or  enemy. 

JOHNSON continued t o  study them. It d id  l i t t l e  good. The 

u n i f o m  blended with the coLors of the swamp and there were 

no other identifying mans or marks. But he decided a t  l a s t  

that  they were Ceraans-about one bat tal ion.  They were com- 

ing On through the f i e lds  and m a p s  which l a y  d i r ec t l y  east  

of the Lane via which JOHNSON'S men had approached HELLQS . 
CCWJERS. They seemed t o  be on a s t ra igh t  march t o  the r iver  

and they acted quite  openly, as i f  they were under no eapecial 

apprehension that there were enemy foroea i n  the  v ic in i ty .  

JOIftJSOH told his  o f f i ce rs  tha t  he wanted everyone t o  keep 

quiet and  remain under cover, and t h a t  they were t o  get  back 

t o  t h e i r  men, see them one by one and t e l l  them t h i s .  All 

f i r e  would be held u n t i l  one machine gun a strong point 

on the position's advanced r i g h t  f l ank  opened up; t h i s  gun 



would be the s i w a l  f o r  everything t o  cut  loose.* Every  man 

who aould be spared from elsewhere over the  ground was moved 

up t o  t he  nor theast  corner and disposed around t h e  machine 

guns, s ix  of t he  e Q h t  a v a i l a b l e  p;uns having been s h i f t e d  to 

th is  p a r t  of t he  perimeter. The mor ta rs  were a l r e a d y  w e l l  

s e t  i n  adequately deep p i t s  in  t h e  exac t  center  o f  the Po- 

s i t i o n .  It required about 30 minutes  t o  oonplete t h e s e  

d i spos i t ions .  Then the men wai ted.  
- 
T JOHNSON took his post on t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  of t he  advancod po- 

I 
s i t i o n ,  near enough t o  t h e  s i g n a l  gun t o  give the word.  The 0 

Gernan wave came on slowly, seeming t o  r i p p l e  a l o n g  as its 

ind iv idua l s  moved labor ious ly  through the  maze of swamp, hum- 

mucks, canals  and ocoasional hedgerows. Though t h e y  seemed 

t o  be zigzag&& back and f o r t h  t o  t a k e  advantage o f  t h e  

s t r e t c h e s  of dry  ground, on the  whole they remained P a i r l y  

well bunched. JOHNSON was amazed that they put o u t  no ad- 

v a n c e  secu r i t y .  IVhlle about 1000 ya rds  away, a sm11 p a t r o l  

detached itself from the  main boay and moved out t o  t h e  l e f t .  

JOHNSON at  once sent  out a counter  p a t r o l  of f i v e  men w i t h  

i n a t r u c t i o n s  t o  apprehend t h e  German p a t r o l  before it cou ld  

come up even with  the  American l i n e s .  But the two patrols 

n e v e r  closed. Before the G e m n  p a t r o l  had moved far enough 

t o  bring JOHNSON~S pos i t ion  under observat ion,  t h e  engayeuent  

'1t is t o  be noted t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  was now revexeed and 
that  what had been the r e a r  ?ow becam the  f ron t .  





bad begun and the  pat ro l  faded back t o  the min body. 

The hour was about 1600. The forward groups of enemy had 

come t o  wi th in  350 yaras, s t i l l  moving along unconcernedly. 
t 
It was the  i n t e rva l  JOHNSON wanted. He was t ry ing t o  achieve 

a de l ica te  balance i n  h i s  fire-to lead the enemy up t o  t he  

point where the first volley woula sweep them with a k i l l i n g  

blast  and yet  not permit them t o  come so  close t h a t  they 

could come on and overwhelm the position by sheer weight of 

numbers. 

He s a i a  t o  the man on the forward gun, "OK now: Let 'em 

have it '. The signal  gun got away not more than two rounds 

before every weapon along the front  of the perimeter was i n  

action. hIAJ ALLEN, from a post near the CP, directed the 

f i r e .  Those who were watching saw many of the enemy fa l l .  

But they could not t e l l  how many had been h i t  and which ones 

r. were diving f o r  cover, The force simply faded amy. Within 

30 seconds the men along the forward Line couldn't see a 

single German. The marsh and the canals gave them good cover 

r ight  a t  hand. They made the most of it and began pouring 

Small arms f i r e  i n to  HEIJ,fS CORKERS as quicklJr a s  they went 

to ground. After tha t ,  they sent up a rocket sQnal which 

was followed by a renewal of the mortar f i r e  frm ST COBdE DU 

MONT and the a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  from CARENTAN upon the ~mer i can  

poslt  ion. 

The opening f i r e  f i gh t  las ted  for  about one-half hour. Not 



being able t o  observe t he  Germans, JOHNSON and h i s  o f f i ce rs  

could get  no idea whether t h e i r  own weapons were haviw 

effec t .  JOHNSON began t o  worry about squandering h i s  ankuu- 

n i t i on  on unprofitable targets .  But with the act ion well- 

j6ined, there  was no wag t o  ge t  $19 

own men t o  ease t h e k  f i r e .  The mor- 

t a r s  kept banging away and seemed t o  be gett ing in to  the  

r igh t  ground. S SGT I;GS?%%R .I. PATTY, a wire sergeant turned 

r r i f l e  grenadier, kept up a continuous f i r e  ~ 5 t h  h i s  weapon.* 

A few weak c r ies  of "I[gmerad" were heara from the direction 

of the  swamp. That gave ;TOSTTSOPU' the  idea t h a t  a way might 

be found t o  produce a t o t a l  surrender o f  the force. But h is  

men didn't want it. They told him so. They said t h a t  they 

ought t o  f i g h t  it out and k i l l  every l a s t  Geman. But JOHN- 

SONwas doubtful t h a t  h i s  amuni t ion  supply was e q w l  t o  the 

task.  

- 
He went on back t o  the CP and asked fo r  a oouple of vol- 

unteers t o  accompany him, o m  t o  carry a f l a g  and the  other 

t o  in te rpre t .  PVT LEO F. RUhGE stepped out for  one job and 

TEC 5 WILLIAM F. LENZ fo r  the othex. The word was passed 

dawn the l i n e  f o r  the  Americans t o  mase f i r e .  JOHNSON then 

s tar ted  toward the  German l i r  ,s, RUMGE ~ a r r y i n g  an orange 

f l a g  lo f ted  on h i s  r i f l e .  The German f i r e  stopped a t  once 

*PATTY'S work i s  mentioned because PWS taken by JOHNSON 
l a t e r  sa id  that the r i f l e  grenades probably inr l ic ted  heavier 
aasua l t i s s  on them than any other weapon. 



exoept f o r  the shel ls  colaing over from CARENTRN and ST COMlE 

DUMONT. But as the pa$.y advanoed, JOHNSON heard f i r e  Oom- 

ing from h is  own l ines.  S o  he stopped the  o t h e r  two men and 

shifted the orange flag f romthe r i f l e  t o  a long  pole, and 

carried it forward high i n  a i r .  still, theTe was a spatter- 

ing of r i f l e  Tire from behind him. JOHNSON d i d n ' t  know 

whether hie men hadn't heard the order or were suffering 

from itohg tr igger fingers . But it made him apprehensive 

that  the Gemns  wouLd anme2 baak. BTJNX and LEE showed 

no sign. I n  faot ,  during the whole episode, t hey  neither 

flinched nor opened their  mouths and JOBMSON s a i d  l a t e r  that  

the i r  bearing helped his  awn courage more than a l l  elae. The 

party went on about 100 yards. By then a l l  f i r e  had ceased. 

A few Germans were standing up and moving toward the Ameri- 

can l ines .  They advanced another 25 yards. In an  inst ant ,  

the people who were standing up on the German s i d e  suddenly 

h i t  the ground and small arms f i r e  broke out  a l l  along the 

German l ine .  JOHNSON, RUNOE end L E E  went rlat, and from be- 

hind them the men a t  HELL'S CORNERS returned t h e  mrman Tire. 

The th ree  orawled or rol led back t o  thei r  own l i n e s .  RUNGE 

had been h i t  i n  the arm and JOHNSON i n  the hand. 

The f i r e  f ight  went on for  another half hour, There came a 

l u l l  i n  the German f i r e  and Ji,di%Ol? decided t o  t r y  again. He 

to ld  h i s  men t o  hold the i r  f i r e  and he and RUNGE anU IXNZ 

walked out onoe more towara the swamp. The f r o n t  grew quiet. 



They went about 100 yards and saw two men ooming from the  

German Side. JOHNSON and tlnc others  waited about 150 yards 

from t h e i r  own l i n e s  and the  two Germans kept coming. Both 

of them were private so ld ie r s ,  and wounded, one with a bul- 

l e t  i n  the  groin and the  other  shot i n  the arm. They said 

nost of the  men wanted t o  surrender but the  oefioers and 

NCOs wouldn't have it and t h a t  severa l  of the men had already 

been sho t  by the  off icers  f o r  talking about surrender, 

JOHNSON sent  RUNGE baok t o  one of' the farmhouses t o  get  a 

tableoloth.  He told the  German who had been wounded i n  the 

arm t o  r e tu rn  and t e l l  h i s  commander tha t  he would be given 

30 minutes t o  make up h i s  mind. If he wished t o  surrender 

h i s  fo rce ,  he would ground all arms and helmets. The men 

Would form s ingle  f i l e ,  hands behind t h e i r  heads, and would 

come out  wi th  t h e i r  leader oarrying the  tablecloth a lo f t .  

They would f i l e  Into the &erLcan l i n e s  and the i r  wounded 

would be given prompt a t t en t ion .  

q fQthemise ,  If said JOHNSOU, 9vc~1r superior f orcc w i l l  ennihf la te  

you--to t h e  last man.tt 

The man went on baok. JOHNSON'S party returned t o  HELLtS 

CORNERS, helping the other German along. Bir ing was resumed, 

but from t h e  German side it s t a r t ed  sporadically an8 broke 

d m  gradually as i f  the enemy had l o s t  heart .  JOHNSON gassed 

t h e  word around t o  hie men about the  r e s u l t s  of the parley end 
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I t o ld  them not t o  f i r e  i f  the Germans began t o  s tand up, In 

jus t  30 minutes he saw a few men a r i s e  Prom the mamp and 

l i n e  up one behind the other. As  they did so, there  was a 

r i f l e  shot from behind TOHNSON. Be whipped around and saw 

LT OW3iNS ge t t ing  reaay t o  f i r e  again. JOHIBON jumped for  

him and kioked him, with a l l  of h i s  might i n  the butt .  

I "God damn it!" he yelled, 11. :hat a r e  you doing?" 

"God damn it, Oolone1,W OWENS answered, "those baataras have 

been kiLling my men a l l  day and now you wonrt l e t  me shoot 

them," He broke down and ci1ie8 l i k e  a child. JONNSON turned 

him around and to ld  him, liGet your a s s  i n  the CP and s tay  

there f o r  the r e s t  of the  day.1'" 

The ahot had no i l l - e f f e c t ,  t h e  Cemnans paying no heed t o  it. 

Their procession-only a l i t t l e  group at first-oame on to- 

ward RELZTS COFtNEZ-lS, reaohirg the  p e p h e t e r  about 1800. Other 

enemy grroups came f i l t e r i n g  i n ,  a handful a t  a t k ,  u n t i l  

a f t e r  d a ~ k .  The bat ta l ion  comtaander came in near the l a s t .  

Re was a l ieutenant  colonel and a t yp i ca l  Nazi. TO JOE2BON 

he ins i s ted  tha t  he was not a PW and should not be searched 

or  s tr ipped of h i s  weapons. "1 have a r i g h t  t o  parley under 

t h e  Geneva Convention,*l he s d d .  1'1 came i n  t o  t a l k  with 

You a d  decide whether I wish t o  surreqderVn J O E W O N  didn't 

"Thid anecdote i s  not i n  the  o r i g i n a l  manuscript though 
JO-N r e l a t ed  it at t h a t  t i u e  but asked that  it be str icken 
out a s  he was a f ra id  t h a t  it might r e f l e c t  on a very compe- 
t en t  of f icer .  Tbe HO decided t o  include it. 
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see it t h a t  way and he told h i s  men t o  prooeea with the  com- 

nander as with the others. Altogether there were 350 prison- 

ers .  About 150 Germans had been k i l l ed  or badly wounded. A 

few got away toward C-AN. These were men of the  F i r s t  

Bat ta l ion  of the 6 German Parachute Reghent.  

While the  l a s t  victory round-up proceeded, one more blow 

f e l l  on I-IEZLJ;'S CCIRNERS. The prisoners had been formed up 

alone t h e  road t o  the south of JOIQJSONIS CP. It was in- 

tended t o  move them into some of the buildings around PENEWZ. 

CAPT ALTUS F. MC REYNOISS, the Regimental Adjutant, had been 

de ta i l ed  t o  search them. He was proceeding with t h i s  task  

when t h e  German 88s resumed f i r e  from CARENTAN. One or  the  

first rounds landed squarely i n  the center of the prisoner 

$roup, k i l l i n g  MC ICREYNOIDS, and 20 of the  Germans. Many 

others were wounded. The survivors whimpred and o r i i d  and 

begged JOHNSON t o  send up a white rooket. He refused, not 

knowing what a white rocket s igni f ied .  Then he to ld  the 

g u a r d s  t o  shoot any man who t r i e d  t o  move out. There had 

been other  losses i n  h is  w n  cmnmand. One she l l  h i t  the C P ,  

k i l l i n g  one man and missing MAJ ALLW narrowly. BdaJ CARREL, 

the  surgeon, was h i t  in  tha knee. He dressed his  own wound 

and continued t o  labor a l l  night among the other wounded. 

JOHNSON'S losses  during the  afternoon f igh t  had been about 10 

k i l l ed  and 30 wounded. A l l  through the night ,  German casu- 

a l t i e s  continued t o  drag themselves out of tho 8waJi~p and i n t o  

the fimerioan perimeCer. &nerican pa t ro l s  were sent fo r th  t o  
, . , ~ * l i W  . 
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search f o r  o thers .   he^ found many. The German bat ta l ion  

had n e i t h e r  medical suppl ies  nor personnel and the task of 

sucooring t h e i r  wounded f a l l  wholly on CARRBL. The a id  

s t a t i o n  soon r a n  out uf banaa$es. The men tore up under- 

s h i r t s ,  s h e e t s  and whatever they could l a y  t h e i r  hands on. 

The sulpha and blood ~ l a s m a  supply r a n  l o w  and was conserved 

f o r  t h e  more desperate  oases. 

That ovening JOHNSON made rad io  contac t  with EllNNBRD and 

learnei! that higher haadquarters had countermanded the order 

f o r  BALURD t o  move t o  JOHNSON~S yos t t i on .  JOBNSON had been 

hopeful t h a t  he could still get  onough men together t o  mom 

on up t h e  cana l  and blow tho  bridges.  That hope died when 

ho heard t h a t  EMLARD couldn't  coma; it probably would have 

$one ua rea l i zed  i n  any case .* 

JOHNSON t o l d  KlXURD of h i s  o r i t i o a l  nood of anununition, food, 

water, medicines and r e l i e f  of a l l  kinds.  EIhURD promiscd 

t o  do what he could. 

The f o r c e  stayed a t  HELL'S CORNERS through the next day 

while t h e  a t t a c k  under COL SINK went fomard  against ST 

COME DU MOW. 

*The "hopen mentioned is  simply JOKIUSON9S explanation of 
Why he continued t o  press BAWARD. The s t a t e  of the  command, 
what o t h e r s  had t o  say about i t s  phyeioal  and moral s i t u a t i o n  
t h a t  n igh t  and the  p r io r  repulses  by t ko  enwng are a l l  t o  be 
wsi$hea a g a i n s t  t h i s  statement. Tho f a o t  is tha t  JOEiT3ON 
never bel ieved BAI*WLRD had u r e a l  f l g h t  on bia bands. (Ho said 
s o  t o  t h o  HO.) And the time came when he was fixed with an ua- 
reasoned determination t o  make h i s  subordinate aomplywith 
order a.  


