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CFFICE 07 TUBLC INFORMATION
This is a story of the Infantry and its supporuﬂ%gAggg%qé¥;D§fﬁg%ms in

It
~ Xorea, ¥hile it is a story of one Infantry regiment, its experiences have .

been shared by the many regiments that have fz;u,ght on this rugged péninsula
in actions as feroclous and desperate as any in ‘c!ha annals of hiétory. It
is the story of a team, a fighting team, for it is the t,(eam that wins 01:
loses in tattle., It 36 not a stery of the exploits of BilY or Jim, but it-r
recognizes with a deep sense of hunility that were it not for these indi-

vidual hercass there would bs no team.

=~
.

For the fourth time in two weeke the 23rd Regimental Combat Teem had

been ordered to commence that most difficult of all military operations, a

withdraval. Diffici;lt not only because of the perfect ;oprquétion and split
second timing required to break contact with 'ghe. enemy and Lo move forty-
five hundred men and six hundred vehicles safely over narrow, winding ';noun-—
tain roads, but more difficult to inspire confidence and underétanding that
the obvious reversal in the fortunes of battle was only momentary. The plan

was being executed according to schedule. There was no-confusion as the

vehicles were driven from the sBolidly frozen rice padciiea to take their place
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past the engineers standing by their prepared demolitione waiting for
the signel to blow bridges and culverts, over the high pass guarded by the
covering battalion of its sister regiment, the 38th Infaniry, the head of
the column moved over the hard-packed mid-January snow and on through th;
mountain‘defilea. First, the attached artillery battalion, the 37th, dis-
placing to the rear to cover the retrograde movement. Then, the Infantry
on foot on each side of the narrow road with their supporting ﬁeﬁpons in
) vehicles moving down the center, ;

The leading battalion wore the Big Indian Head of the Second—to—;ona
Division, and some few wore the 23rd Infantry crest. As they approached it
was noticzable that thure was soxmsthing inst z bit strange abcut Jhe men,
Outwardly, their uniforms and ecuipment were strictly GI, but they acted
just a little differently and spoke a different languzge. This was the
attached French Battalion - profeésional soldiers of the highest caliber,
colorful, and excellent fighters. Next came the Third Battalion, then Heavy
Vortar Company, ¥edlcal Company, Headquarters Company and Command'Groﬁp. -A
sﬁort interval, then the Second Battalion and the attached Ranger Company in -
rear guard formation. As the rear-point rmarched into tha'pass, it stopped |

to protect the engineers who preparsd to blow tha first of the bridgés to .
| prevent pursuit, But this proved unnecessary -~ there wasn't agy enémy ime
mediately- capable of pursuing. For this,was the-EGCOnd withdrawal from Wbﬁ&ﬁ
and the enemy was.too'busy licking his woundas to - -intervene,

The soldiers, heavily laden, dog tired, dirty, unshaven, and aome‘limp—
ing with minor cases of frost bite, moved slowly up t@e steep grade, Jibes

and curses passed up and down the company columns as unfortunstes slid and
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fell on the icy road, or some weéry c¢river pascsed too close to the foob-
slogcers. This is the Infantry in 211 its ;nglamcrous glory, and as good an
Infentry as the United States has ever known. CSome few weore veterans of thg
desperate steaming days of August along Lhe Rukbtong when they had gulped anolher
salt tabléi before climbing to the crest of the next ridge, . MNany sti33d had
vivid memories of the narrow escaps from Kunu-ri when £hef weré[still unac—

customed to their'shoe-pacs and heavy parkas, and didn't know just what to

make of the new Chinese enemy's style of fighting. Some few had joined Just

prior to the ordeals of the past fen days. Hardened, combat—fisa and proud -

infinitely proud of their recent accomplishments, Morale f theirs waé‘supefb -
the real, unadulterated morale. -They were nagnificent i : |
Only two weeks before they had battered their way up the tortuous mouﬁ— .
tain road from lioengsong to Hongchon to destroy a Forth Korean division which
had blocked the withdrawal route of elements of five South Xorean (ROX) divisions
For this they had been cited by the Korean government. Then, with other ele-
ments of the 2nd Division they had fallen back to defend Wonju, 3ut bscause'
of open flanks, and enemy infiltration to the east which required di;ers}on
of the 9th Infantry Re;giment and the First Battalion and Tank ci:m;ﬁany of the
éjrﬁ Regiment, & withdrawal to wore defensible ground south of Wonju-had besen
ordered after a- brief bubt sharp battle in the ruined town on January 7t$. -
Then came the long expected ordér to hold, and with it the order to counter
attack towards Wonju. In three days of driving wet snow fnllowed by three days
of sub~zero weather with temperatures as low as —30°F, the Second Battalion and
French Battalion of the 23rd Infantry Regiment and the Second Battalion of the
38th Regiment, fought thelr way desperaiely back towaré Wonju, as the 9th Regi-

ment sent Armored-Infantry patrols back up the road from Chechon. Positions wer
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finally established on.the high ground just south of the town, and the Infantiry
in hand-to-hand bayonet fighting, with supérb artillery and air support beat
to a pulp the enemy that was opposing it, destroying completely at least two
Nortﬁ Korean divisions. The ordeals of that battle in the terrible cold and
against overwhelming odds were such es U.5. soldiers have seldom had to Iaca;
and they had truly earned the commendations of the Army Comrander., From the
action at Tonju the United Naiiona 1ine held and stabilized, prepariﬁg the .
stage for the initiation of the offensive to follow shortly, .
{(Sketch ¥ap I ~ General Map of the Front Linsa)_
Having accomplished the impossible, the Regiment was now withdrawing,
But why? On the Second DRivision's east flank there had been a deep psnet;ation
through the rugged mountains east of Chechon. This enemy pocket had to be' -
neutraliéed or destroyed. Until this was accomplished 1t was deslrable to
fall back about ten miles in the Wonju salient and straighten out-the lipa'
from the Ii Corps flank near Yoju. Tired mcn contemplated expectantly the
neager comforts of lékye-dong where the Eegiment was to go in reserve, and
where the kitchens waited with hot meals in the bivouac areas staked out by
the advance quarteriﬁg parties. Some few units might even find shelter from
the cold 4n the dubious luxury of mud and straw shacgs in abandoned villages,
But, disappointment for some was then in the making,
A few miles down the road the Assistant Division Commander with
map in hand waited for thes Regimental Commander, Flagging him pver to tha
side of the road, in his sympathetic and understanding way the genegal asked
how thinzs were going and offered a few words of encouragement. Then, poigt—

ing out on his map, he explained, "There's been a slight change in plans,
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finelly established on. the high ground just south of the town, and the Infantry
in hand-to-hand bayenet fighting, with supérb artillery and air support beat
to a pulp the cnemy that vas opposing it, destroying completely at least two
North Korean divisions. The ordeals of that battle in the terrible cold and
against overwhelming odds were such &s U.S5. soldiers have ssldom had to face;
and they had truly earned the commendations of the Army Comrandsr. From tha
sction at Tonju the United Nations line held and stabilized, preparing the
stage for the initiation of the offensive to follow shortly.
(Sketch ¥ap I - General Map of ths Front Lineﬂ)‘

Having accomplished the impossible, the Regiment was now withdrawing,
But why? On the Second Division's east flank there had been aideep penet;ation
through the rugged mountains east of Chechon. This enemy pocket had to be- -
neutralized or destroyed. Until this was accomplished 1t was desirable to
fall back about ten miles in the Wonju salient and straighten out -the lipa_
from the Ii Corps flank near Yoju. Tired mecn contemplated expectantly the |
neager comforts of Molkye-dong where the Hegiment was to go in reserve, and
where the kitchens waited with hot meals in the bivouac areas staked out by
the advance quarterigg parties. Some few units might even find shelter from
the cold in the dubious luxury of mud and straw shacgs in abandoned villages,
But, disappointment for some wes then in the making. -

A few miles down the road the Assistant Division Commander with

map in hand waited for the Regimental Commander. Flagging him over to the
side of the road, in his sympathetic and understanding wey the gsneéal asked
how things were going and offered a few words of encouragement., Then, polnt-

ing out on hié map, he explained, "There’s been a slight change in plans,
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You are assigned responsiblility for this sector to the viest of the road and
over to the Han River. You will hold it with two battalions, the other two

sri1l continue on to Division Reserve in accordance with original instructions.™

i,

In cbmpliance with these orders the Third Battallon was diverted to the
west of the road to 6ccupy its new sector. The Firat Battalion which had now -
been released from its attachment to the 9th Infantry was already scrambling
over a marrow trail along the north bank of the Hen River to positiona which
would tie in %ith the flank of the IX Corps and extend eastnard to the Third
RBattalion. Each battalion was responqibla for about fivae miles of emtremeiy
rugred terrain absolutsly devoid of lsteral and zcezss roads, end where little
could be done in the way of defense except to establish platoon strong points
on the mountain peaks and crests which dox zinated probable roules of ensmy
advance. The days that followed witnessed frantic efforts at rcad construction
supplemented by Division enginesrs and participated in by all who were not en—-
gaged in combat patrols, improvement of defensive positions and training.

Yeanvwhile, supply was & major problem btut superhuman efforts resulted in the

| feedinz of two hot nmeals a day and stocking of additional smmunition at forward

positions. Defensive fires were registered and preparations were made to with~
stand an enemy onslaught - but, the enemy failed to materialize..

The French and Second Battalion had continued on to Division reserve

positions near Mokye-dong. Thelr rest was a Bhort.oné.' For after one night

45 bivouac the French were directed to initiate long range motorized patrolsa

in front of the Division position. The Second Battalion at the same tims

5.
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moved gastward to support the 9th Infantry in its efforts to reduce the threat
to Chechon in conjunction with elements of the 7th Division then moving to
the X Corps front, -

.As‘the situation east of Chechon was brought under control and the enemy
failed to push his offensive, frisndly patrolling gathered momentum. A company
of the French was placed in an advanced patrol base at Hunmang—ni and the re-
meinder of the battalion, released to Regimental control, mnved'to positions
‘on the right of the Thirﬁ Battaliog, as the 38th and Sth Infantry Regiments
shifted to the east. From the advanced base the Frenchisearched out and gis—
persed a small enemy group near the little mountain village of Yultong., Thia
was the only enemy contact for several éays. French patrols cautiously mads
their way back almost into Wonju. At the same Lims Gth Infantry tank—motofizad
columns driving against light resistance fought back along the rugged‘Chechqh
Road into the outskirts of Vonju. The Second Batiallon reverted Loiﬁﬁgimantal
control on.Januaxy 25th and moved forward to Hnnmang—n;? relieving the French
company‘in its advanced position.

Patrolling to the west and north was complicated by adversities of the
weabther, An unseasan;l thaw put a stop teo the driving of 1izght vehicles across
the Ean and Soa rivers. Snow‘flurries and haze hindered aerial observation{ '
Sand bagged fords were washed away az ice broke up. Nevertheless, patrols
ranged out further and further and as they did, took more and mors "calculat;d_
risks". Motorized patrols of reinforced platoon to company size oféen nego—
tiated roﬁnd trips of fifty to & hundred miles over narrow roads and trailso
through extremely rough country abundant with possible sites for enemy embush.

To accomplish the patrol missions in allocated time it was seldon possibls to
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proceed with desirable caution, and the mental process of "sweating out™ their
return became more and more nerve wracking.

The United Nations counter offensive commenced in the west on January
22nd.' As the I Corps moved forward the IX Corps prepared to move abreast.

To protact‘the flank-of the IX Corpe &nd to recannoiter for the advance of
the X Corpa, patrol action was intensified. A p;rticular requirement was the
location of the Chinese.Forty~Second Army. On the 28th of January a molor-
ized patrol from the Third Bsttalion moving over & previousl§ reconnoitered
rosd was ambushed abt Anchang—n% by an undetermined force. Cgmpany F frgm thé
Second Battalion's advanced base immediately moved out and resched the be-
leagured patrol and all but orns of its vehicles. This was the first enemy |
contact in more than a week.

The same day 2 reinforced platoon from the First Battalion was sent on &
particularly dangerous patrol to the "Twin Tunnels" betwesn Sinchong_and Chip-
yong-ni —- £wenty miles from the nearest friendly unit,-and more than forty
road miles from its base., Weakensd bridges rcstricted‘the patrol to light
transportation — jeeps and weapons carriers, aq@ precluded the use of armor.
A liaison plane covere& the ratrol. Chinesé forces were believed to be in

the vicinity and prepared to advance down the Han River valley between the IX

and X Corps., To the surprise of higher headquarters the patrol which had coﬁm

ducted its mission with great skill and thoroughness returned lste in the day
with no enemy contact.

The First Battalion was ordered to repeat the performance the following
day. It was recognized that a repetition would be extremely hazardous, so as

a token of compensation a patrol from the adjacent corps was ordered to augment
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the force. A thaw prevented the neighboring patrol from bringing ite vehicles
across the river, nevertheless the riflemeﬂ crossed on the thin ice znd were
transported in edditional light vehicles provided by the 23rd Regiment.

.All weqt viell as on the preceding day until the liaison pilot observed
uuapicioéé signs and some movement in the objective area, He was unable to
copmunicate with the patrol by-radio, {It later developed that the officer

accompanying the patrol with the counterpart radio had deviated from the main

‘body of the patrol to explore a side road. He and his driver have not since -

-

been accounted for.) The patrol took all usual precautions, and leaving their
vehicles short of the objective area at about ohe o'clock in the afternoon,
procéeded on foot to the first of the tunnels. An enemy force, entrenched

and skillfully camouflaged zbout a third of the way up nill 453 {metera)
allowed the patrol to pesss up the road, then opensd fire cutting off the patrol
from its vehlcles., Another enemy force appeared from the opposite side of the
tunnel. The patrol leader with great presence of mind led his small group
rapidly up the snow covered slope to the top of the hill ove? the first tunnsl-
and deployed in aép?rimater defense to make his last stand. 4gain-using-keen

e . L0 .
cament e Gtractsd-his-—forca-to destroy—the-stranded-vehicles-by-fire-from
- ' y

sheér-weapﬁns—ﬁU—that—the_TﬁO*tsrﬁmﬂfnacnlne gun?s; sther-vauipment-—and-aman-~
nition might not-be-eaptured by the eheiy Emiused—egeinst-them, The enemy

force was estimateﬁ by the air observer to bs about twe companieé — pogsibly
more.,

Upon receiving the report from the 1ia;aon pilot, the Regimental Commander
first requested from Division, liaison planes to drop ammunition aﬁd nedical

supplies to ths cut—off patrol, and air support to assist it, He next set
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about organizing a rescue force, Uhile there was no reaconable limit to the
size force that he might have sent, th;re was a definite 1imit to the number
of light vehicles that could negotizte the nzarly demplished gridge at Yun~
mang;ni to transport this force. By rounding up 211 avallable Jjeeps and wcapah
Carriergrin the vicigity, F (Fox) Company, reinforced, hurriedly was sent con
its second rescue mission within two days,

Meanwhile, the ldiaison plane remained over the cut—off patrol and directsd

" several air strikes mgainst the enemy beseiging it.

The Fizhting Foxea, who had earned this sobriquet in their battle in the
Taegu "Bowling Alley", on this occasion fought one of the most brilliant émall
unit actiﬁns in the Korean campaign, Reaching the scene of action at dusk and
skillfully eaploying their supporting mortars and recoiless cannon, they battle
their way completely over the top of Hill k53 in the dark, routing the enemy
entrenched there and those that were closing in on Lhe desperately situated
patrol. B& midnight they had reached the survivors of the patrol. Then, still
in the dark they repéatedly climbed up and down the steep hill on which the
patTol had made its stand to carry down the thirty—odd wounded and to assisf
the survivors in‘making thelr way to the transportation. The patrolts vehicle:
were beyond salvage, For his gallant leacership Cabt.‘T&rall,'commanding F
Company, was appropriatagédecorated. In addition, the grateful survivors -
presented him with a banner inscribed "When in peril, send for Tyrellh, ‘

The -cut—off patrol had itself made a brilliant stand against overwhelming
sttempts to anhilate it and had made the enemy pay dearly for his ambush.
Rescued and rescuers arrived at MYunmang-nl at daylight on January 30th to

find the Regiment on the move,
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Concurrently with news of ths ambushing of the patrol, orders were res-
ceived to move two battalions forward to a line along the %ain road from |
Yoju to Hgnmanguni to counter a possible attack down the Han valley. This
movement, initiated at noon on the 29th of January, was to be completed gy
six P.Y, of the 30th, and one battallon was to be across thé Som river by .
dark of the 29th. The Third Battalion moved initially, the men fl(:;underip.:g
down from positions on the rough, snow-covered modﬂtains, and carrying heav}
10383 of extra ammunition and supplles that had been stockéd for defensivé
action, The French battalion followed. Extra transportation 353 not availn
eble and zg=in the riflemen wallizd, Artillery ceomuznced diaélag&ng Torvard,
Late in the afternoon, & for@, barely passable, was located across the.Som_

river, and the Third Battalion crossed on schedule.

During the night a changs in orders was received: The Regiment with two

of its battalions, reinforced by artillery was to move immediztely to the "Twin

Tunnels®™ to find and destroy the enemy there and to occupy the high ground;

one battalion was to defend the Yoju-Hunmang-ni road; and the remaining

battalion, the Second, was to remain under éivision control at MHunmang-nl,
The Third and French battelions were directed to move by & combination of.
foot and motor columna to an assembly area at Chongam-ni. Advanced Regimental
command group, Mortar, and Medical Companies, and attached "B" Batiery, 82nd
AAL, joined the column. The First Battalion moved its principal force to

Eorun-ni, and was followed by the 37th FA Battalion.

Except for the leading selements in advence guard formation, all units

10.
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ap a stream bed leading to the nills east of the target area. Then, with
proper coordination betmeen the two forces, each commenced the tiresome climb-
-ing and ridge-running £hat was so characteristic of the Korean campalgns,
Characteristic, too;"was the total absence of enemy both from ground and air
observation. But our troops ﬁad learned — learned months ago —— that the
enemy seldom appeared in daylight in conventional formations and ﬁositions
whéfe he would be at the mercy of our artillery and air, but that unless he
had a tremendous preponderance of force, he would pull back and remain hidden
until darkness, or until we walked into a trap. Ve weren't &alking into traéa
these days.

That wmas why there were no gruzbles [rom Lhe men when they were ordered
to the painful task of ¢limbing the slippery, anovi-covered hills, rather than
to maerch up the peaceful looking road. Thal was why many were willing to fore-
go a can of rations that they night load themselves down with all the cartridzes
and grenades that they could possibly carry. That was why DO thqughb was gliven
to lezvinz behind coats and blabkets though they knem it meant a bitter cold
ﬁight —— at least, it was insurancs against Sur%iVal if not agains£ temporary
misery. On this occasion‘all realized that it was iBCOpceivable that they
could poke their necks out twenty miles beyond friendly nnits inteo the area
of the recent ambush witheut provoking a violent reaction. The enexy would
materialize sooner or later — the hops of all was-that he would be discovered
in dzylight. |

All'day the slow advance continued, to occupy OnR2 hill, 1ea€;.£ force
to support the advance to the next, then tring up the tall and move the-head

further toward the objective. As expected, the progriss of the French over

a——
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the far more difficult terrain to the west including the climb up HiI1 £53
‘(meters), was slower than that of the Third Battalion. It was too risky for
each force to turn the Third to the west to the objective until HI1l 453 was

!

occupied by the French, FPreparations for mutual support in event of surprise

had to be maintained. The temptation to barge ahead was tremendous. The tanks

and heavy weapons along the road were prepared to aupport in a flash, as was

the artillery now displacing forward.

-

¥Yeanwhile, to create a diversion and to screen the east flank of the
attacking force, the Second Battalion had dispatched a motorized patrol from
Vurmeng-ni up the road along tke railroad track via &nchang-ni and Sokkong-ni.
This mission was accomplished successfully and with nagative enenmy activity,
_ Having made visual contact with the Third Battalion by mid-afternoon the
Second Rattalion patrol procecded on its rsturn t; Yunmang-ni.

Late in the afternocon the objective area was outflanked by both atiacking
battalions, and the oréer w2s given to converge. Ko enemy! At five P.E,

preparations were made for the occupation and defense of the "Tunnels Area®,

prior to continuing the advance the following day to find and destroy the snemy.

i

Tha terrain was particularly inconvenient for a proper defense by such a
arall force —-- about 1500 Infantry. Hi1l 453 1n‘the french sector dominated
the entire position and had to be held by at least a coééany, although that
arit wguld be isolated. Forth of Hill AL53 to Hill 279 was a valley which
conld only be held by fire. The Third Battalion’s ground was somewhat less
- broken up but the frontage necessary to accomodate the terrain was too great.

There was no space off the road that was useable for artillery emplacements,

and further, even in the over extecded positions chesen, the circumfarence was

\

-~

t

RS

wread™



sach that artillery placed within the perimster,bscavse of extreme short rangs,
- E‘ll -Q !Q d‘ - s

Mw
could not firs defensive fires. A sseparate perime ag\and a1l vehiclea not —f,

. immediately required were parked there, using the drivers to augment close

defense of the artillery position.
On previous occasions this artillery battalion had defended itself with

great credit and without close infantry support and was not unduly concerned
‘ -G‘g\/\/\'-c CBARAASY ol Ert Lenwe
with this arrangement. Y¥uzzle blasts, flack wagons and automatic weapons

. would take care of any enemy appearing on the nearby ridges, and flame throwers

and grenades were ready at each dug in gun emplacerent for any enemy that tried

) ose: . P . o
to aver-run the gosition. The artillery Fired in its le=ien

jve fires of the

i
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main périmeter;‘the Heavy mortars ranged in to protect the artillery. Tank~
flack wagon road blocks werse establishéd at each perimetsr. Then, not too ‘
satisfied with the hasty defenses and over—extended position, the force
settled down to a nizht of vigilance prior to a continuztion of the attack.
At 4 :30 in the morning (February 1st), the macure hit the fan. Hea;y
Tiring broke ont at the road glock on the northern extremity of the perizeler
between the French 3rd Company and L Company. A few aminutes later, the tank
and the twin-hO milimeter flack wagon came limping back from the road block,
both partially disabled by 2.46 inch bazookas that had also rwounded some of
the crew members. The tank commander reported that a long column of enemy
had marched right up the roéa to the block, that'they had been fired on by
both of our armored vehicles inflicting heavy casualties, that the enemy bad
then Acplgyed on each side of the road immediately on being fired upon and
had attacked the srmored vehicles with bazookes and grenades.

By now the firing had shifted to the east of the road against L Company's

VS
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position. ;lluminsting shells from mortars and illuminating grenades threw
*an erie light into the morning darkness as artillery and mortar forward ob-
_servers called in defensiva fires, Barrages came down with a crash gnd just
where they were wanted. Tha impact atunned the attackers and made them change
their bold assault tacties. There was a 1ull as the enemy pulled back to re-
organize. Flares continued to light up the scene and small arms kept on

erackling as harrassing artillery and_mortar shells forced the enemy infantry

to seek better cover, -

¥eanwhile Regimental Advanced Command group consisting of the Regimental
Commander, S-2 (Intelligence), acd £-3 (Opsratie: ns) was trying to analyze
ths situation and dope out the enemy's Egtggt;pns. It was unusual for the
eneny to attack two hours befors.daylight. fhe consensus was that he had
safficient force to continue the attack during the day, that he had had to
gapher an attacking force in a hurry durlng the night and that he was desperate
to deny to us a vital area. This analysis was substantiated at the end of
thz'dgy when twa rrisoners were taken and an enemy attack order was recovered .

from a dead  Ificer. e were being attacked by the Chinese 125th Division of

the L2nd Army, approximate strength of 8,000, which had been concentrating
for offensive action in the Chipyong area. During the day we were to be hit
by the 373rd Chinese-ﬁagiment on the west side of the perimster, the 374th
on the east and elements of the 375th on the north. The 37L4th Rigiment and
divisional units were located at Sanggosong two miles north of our position
and had aQﬁggped530uth along the ridge leading into L COﬂpanyu The other
regiments had come frow Hajin, across the Hukchon River west of Chipyon;,

with the 3731rd moving cross country to attack us from the high ground south

and west of our positlon, and the 375th, the first to engago us, marching

!
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down the road from Chipyong.

At six in the morning the enemy renewed his attack, this time principally
- against the French company on the dominating Hill hﬁé, For several houra the
e — e T T T e e
; Chinese continued to attack on a narrow front down the ridge leading from Hill
543 to HI1Y 453. Artillery and mortar defensive fires rose tu a crescando
and took a terrific toll of this enemy force. . Despite his casualiies, wave
{> after wave of fanatical Chinese continued to surge on during the next three

sfteunptto

‘hours to’\seize the dominating ground. The gallant French 1st Compamnmy was

e

> finally engaged in hand to hand fighting and suffered heavy casualties.

haosn carrisrs ava

3.:

Ao qnltlon was running lew aznd nad there ilzvle for resupply

they would have required at Jeast two hours to make tha top of ths Hill.

O _ ®¥ith their position becoming almost untenable, the desperate French counter

7D sttacked with the bayonet. The Chinese, with victory almost within their
grasp —— a victory which had they attained would have jeopardized our entire

pusition —— pulled back. ¥hile fighting continued throughout the day at this

N

:53' point, it did not again become'a serious threat,

é§ leanwhile daylight had come and portendeg bad weather for air support.

An early morning haze had becoms a hcavy black overczst with low visibility.
Shortly after daylight an armored patrol of the 2nd Reconnaissance Company
working north from Xorun-pl reported an enemy force had cut the road between
the arti11§r§ position and the First Battalion, and that the patrol was engaged
with the enemy. The Cozuander, First Battalion was directed to send a coampany
for¥ard to open the road, and to be prepared to move the rest of the battalion
forward on order. Company B started up the road 2lzost immediately. It dis-

_persed the enemy along the road with little difficulty, but reported eneny
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along the ridges east of the artillery position. Whiles B Company was needed
desperately at the main battle position, the defense of the Artillery was a
more preésing requirement. Compaay B dug in around the aftillary whers an
enemy attack developed early in the morning. Artillery and infantry snppofi_
‘ ing meapons blasted this enemy force off the ridges. Strangely, ths enemy .
did not again attexpt to over-run our artillery uhieh was usgally priority
one in Red tactica. However, as the threat was always present, Company B
was ordered to remain with the artillery and under com=and of the Artillery
Battalion Commander. .

The enemy comrmenced his mortar fire shortly after daylight bul whlle we
sufferea some casualties from this wsapon during the day, it nsver attalned
serions proportions as it devaloped later that the eneny had not had tize to
bring up more than a few rounds of amzo for each mortar. Throughout the day's
battle it apbeared that the enemy had full confldence in his ability Lo exter-
minzte us with his overshelming mass and sm2ll arms and automatic weapons, ;
ldivisioﬁ ;gainst two undérstrength tattalions. With our inzbility to employ
air, and our rapidly éiminishiﬁg ammunition as a result of tne tfemendous
fire regulred to stop his huzan sea attacks, he slmost succeeded. Tie p:aﬁed
. for a break in the wesather and we screame& to Rear CP to expedite acmo re-
supply. Supply points were sti11 at Chechon and though all vehicles available
had gene for supplies the diétance was great and the roads neariy impossible.

The enexy having failed to dislodge us from Hill 453, concentrated his
attack at oor weak point In the valley north of 453 and betwecn the French

1st and 2nd Companies. Time and again throughout the day his leading waves

reached the little group of destrored houses within our perimetsr. The nucleus

of defenders from the French Heavy Teapons Company continued to beat him back
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come back, that night, or the next night, or the next. Thus ended the battle
;f Chipyoﬁg—ni!

Two dayé later ?hc 23rd RCT pulled itself together and marched on to re-
sume the offensive, %5 repeat Tonju and the "Twin Tunrels® and Chipyong, again
and agein, the scene a little diIferenL, but the pattern always the same,

#his was the Infantry, dirty, tired, dragging Infantry and its brothers of
the supporting arms, HNot too tired Lo hold their heads up, not too tired to
joke and cusg, not too tired to remember sadly the 630 buddies who h#d been
carried to the rear during the past two weeks and to welgh their own chancgs.
Triz was a psroud and cocky Infantry — proud o the point of hzughlinzzs,
Vorale, what's that? That was the score? Well, that gook division at Qong—
chon, two more at Yonju, the Chinese 125th at the "Twin Tunnels”, and now the
nold man® says ab 1eas£ three of those at Chipyong won't fignt againi Seven
divisions krocted off in six weeks. S;y, what ars we worrying‘about? Let's
get this thing over with. Let's go, you foot sloégers!
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but in the process their cammander was killied and they suffered heavily.

hFortumtely, the remainder of the Regimental Tank Company with nine mors

tanks, raising our togal to fourteen, arrived during the morning. A platoon

was placed in the hot™ spot valley and a break through was prevented.

Meanwhile the enemy had redeveloped his attack agalnst. the Third Battalion
on the east. Continuing to press hard against L Ccmpany, he concentrated the
bulk of his strength against I Company. ¥While he could attack L Company and
the left of I Company Ifrom superi&r ground, for some foolhardy reason he pre-
ferred to push his rain attacks throughout the day straight up the steep ridgs
into I Company's center. Cempany I, 8imilariy ts the Trench on Fill 453, re-
pulsed wave after Wavé, stacking up dead like cordwood in the Iront of thelir
position and the steep slopes leading to it. Couyang K came in for its share
of action, too, receiving during the day the bulk of the enemy's mortar fire,

Just before noon the Division Comander, now fully appreciative of ocur
situation, releaced Lhe remainder of the First Battalion and the Sccond‘Eat—
talion to Regimental control. He also COPPiTJEd priority of air support and
arrangensnts for aeriél resupply, providing the weather cleared sufficiently.’
The Pirst Battalfon zathered in its fer-flung outposts and hit tha road with
all possible speed about two in the afternoon, but due to shortege of trags--
portation was relegated to marching on foot. The Second Bettalion and Head-

' quarters Companf”ﬁéﬁia move out by shuttling as soon as possible but could
_not be expected to reach the scene entll night-fall. However, one reinforced
company, E, %as to be sert up immediately. There had been no further incidents
along £he road. The 9£h Irfartry Regimest was ordered to hold FWonju and to
relieve our Second and First Battalions on the Yoju-Yunmang-ni road and to be

prepared to courter attack for our relief, if necessary. ’

\1
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Toward poon the attack against the French and Third Battalions intensified,

s

The French 3rd Comﬁany was driven from its position leaving L Company's laft

{lsnk exposed, The enemy gaining possession of this ridge directed a murderous
‘machine gun fire into the interior of our position hitting our aid station,_
command post and vebicles. The French tried repeatedly to regain the hsight
but were driven back with heavy losses. The eniire perimeter ﬁas furiously

engaged. FKeither reinforcements nor a shift of forces was p0531ble to aid
LL A i
the hard pressed Freuch. Every driver, clerk, cook and?éﬁé;iaathad long been

comnitted to the battle,

A final offort wag made to restore the position. A twin-40 fluck nagon,
the sweetest weapon possible for Vacuuﬁ ¢leaning a ridge, and two tanks were
put into position. A1l available moriars an& artillery werse direcied to COﬁ?'
centrate on the hill, After the enemy had bean given ten minutes of this .
trestment the French,.with bayonsts fixed, started on the rum up the hill,
scresming like med men., Again the ensmy, with victo r7 just within his grasp,
turred and ran. éha French and-the portar [ire pursucd. Whsn the Irancil re—
gzined the hill there were hundreds ol dead enemy piled up to testify to the
accuracy ofi the tremendous concentration of fire placed egainsi them.

At two in the afternoon the French Sescond Comna.f was being pushed from
. 4ts position by epemy who had massed on the high ground dominating it. Company
— T on the other side was taking terrific puﬁishmant. One.platocn had only
. twel§e men left and they had been fighting with grenadss and bayonets for what
seemed an ebernity trying desperately to hang on to the razor bacged ridge,
Tnemy had gotten on the high ground betmeen I and L Cexranies and were agaln
pouring fire into the center of the perimeler. The Third Sattalion Commander

had skillfully shifted K and L Companies as much as he dared to contract his
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over extended pogition and to support hard pressed I Company. Purious firing
continued on Hill L53. Ammunition was running low and our casualties were
~piling up. At three ofclock it looked like we wers going to cave ln in the
center of both battalions. We had already designated an inner perimetar
over the east tunnel to'which we would fall back and defend 1f necessary, al-
thoogh it would have been a last stand — nothing more. The~cfisés had
arrived! Then, just 1like a Hollywood battle, the sun broke throught =
Fighter aircraft, waiting on ncarby striﬁs, were soon OvVer our pos{tion.
Through the first hole in the clouds came a flight of four Karine Corsairs,
loaded for the kill. They wmere dirscted to the enemy attacking I Comzany by
our Tactical Alr Control Ferty, now in its element for‘the first time that
aay._ Four times the flight cireled the tarzet, so closely engaged were
friendly and ereay forces that they had to be certain of the situation, then
climbing for the dive they came in. They didn't waste one round! First,
500 pound bozmbs, cdaisy cutters, right into ths middle of the closely packed
Chinese‘who rent up in pleces; next, back to work with roc#ets — "gook-
goosers®, our Infaniry facstiously called then, then, with the .50 calibers
against the now disintegrating enesy. %hat beautiful air supﬁort! The naxt‘
£13ght coming in before ths ¥arines had barely startad was 1aid on the Chiness
in front of the center of the French position. This mass of Comzies on the
bare ridge-wént domwn like prairie grass in a wind storm. The pressure was
ipmediately relaxed on the defenders as the eneny tried to rally or to dig
jn. Flight after f1light came in up to a totsl of twenty-four and what was
left of the enemy begzn to "bug out”,

He didn't have a chance of getting away, though. Tanks dashed up the

road to cut him off as he tried to escape. Cuad—-501 s — the "meat choppers®
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as they were affectionately called — were rushed to vantage pointa to mow

' down the frustrated Chinese. Air spotting planes followed the fighters in,
.and the artillery with eyes for the first time that day caught the enemy be-
hind concealing hills and tore him to pieces. The defenders, both GIts and
French, screaming "ban-zal" and "clobber the bastards® (or the Frenck equiva-
lent) came out of thelr £oles to cut down the stragglers and to expedite the
few survivors over the néxt ridge.

That was the end of the Chinese 125th Divisio;,' Some remnants were
trappad in the valley between Hiil 453 and the French Second Company. Thess
were hunied dewn and killeé by sixz in the svening. There was a great fesling
of weariness in the gallant garrison and a tremendous [eeling of relief. But
there could be no let down. There was plenty of work to be done in the re-
maining hour of dayligh£ and the early hours of the night.

First, there was an air drop - rather two drops. Two liaison planes
flew over the French company cn Bill 453 while the fishter aircraf t ware
_working and dropped amnrunition and rations. Though the French were still
engaged at close quarters Klth the enemy, the bulk of the supplies landed
in their small periameter on the crsst of the mountain and were recovered.
Then, as the fighters left the area, fourteen "flying boxcgfgﬂ (C-119's)
dropped suppliss of all types to the garrison in a drop-zone on the west °é,
the road.. Escovery parties worked frantically to gather in the supplies
before dark. Resupply vehicles began to roll in over the road and adcéed to
the supply officers' work. éarrying parties started up the hills. ﬁoundé&
were loaded into ambulances for the long haul back to Yoju.

The First Battalion, less B Comrany at the artillery position, trudged

wearily in about an hour before dark. It was assigned responsibility for the
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porthern part of the perimeter, with G Company on the left of the road, and
k on the right, thus permitting the French and Third Battallons to ahi:L to
t.he south to contractntheir positions. E Company arrived at dark, OCne pla-
toon was retained asJRegimental Beserve —— the rest of the Company was placed
in the valley between the French lst‘and 2nd Companies. Together with the
Tank Platoon still there, me conld breathe easier over the volnerability of
this approach to our poaiiinn.

It was anticipated that tﬁa enenmy would make a further all out effort
to dislodge us during the nightf The reinforced garrlson prepared as besé it
could to withstznd the onslaoght. Thz remzinder of the Czcond Betialion arwﬂ
rived at the artillery position at midnighi znd was directed to remain thers
tn defend the artillery arnd to be prepared'for other missions on order.

Again, the unpredictable enemy falled to continue his attack or to maln-
tain\contact. At daylight there was no sign of the enezy. Combat pat?ols
ranging out a few miles were unable to locate any enemy groups, and azrial

observers reported no activity near our poeitions. Thirteen hundred ensny,

bodies were counted in or near the perimeter. Total eneny casualties based

on artillery and air observers, and prisoner of war interrcgations was es=ti-

mated 2t 3600. The Chirese 125th Division could be eliminated as an effective

anit, Our own casuzlties ampunted to 225, The French and Third Eattalions
which had entered the corbat at about 80 percent étrength were now reduced o
less than 70 percent — and moré fighting was to follow.

.

The Second Battalion was brought forward from the ariillery position on

"February 2nd to augment the Twin Tunnels defenses. The garrison now consisted
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of the entirp 23rd Infantry Regimont with the attached FPrench Bat@alion, leas
"B Company with the 37th Field Artillery Battallon, plus B Battery, 82ad AAA
_and the 2nd Reconnai;sanca Company. Although units were at approximately 75
percent strength an&;the Tapk Company and Ack-Ack Battery had only about €0
pcrﬁent of their fighting vehicles, it was a force well able to take care of |
itself provided ammunition held ocut. Thse Division Commander, in full sym-
pathy with this major problem, directed an all out logistlc effort to move oﬁr
supply point to Yoju although this put a terrific burden on Division’s sarvic;_
units. He also reiterated his directive to the 9th Infantry Hegiment to main-
tajin our supply road free of enexmy and to be rrepered bo counter attack to
us if necessary.

with these arrangements we had adecuatas force and flexibility to continue

. hfm“l_v\:k!_'ﬁ o
on our mission, now to be: fToermPex the road center of Chipyong and occupy |

ich ground in ths vieinity so as to protect the right flank of the IX

the h

Corps and ssteblish the western anchor of a ¥ Corps line of departure for the

offensive®, The X Corps plans called for the U. S.-End and 7th Divisions,

.vith ‘the 187th Air Borns Regimental Combat Team to occupy a wice ffontage on
the approximate line Chipyong, Hoengsong, Pangnim-ni. Two South Forean
divisions, supported by U. S. artillery and armored units, would then make

the initial advance through this line toward Hongchon. The 38th Infantry Regi-.
. ment at thic time was in the process of establishing itself at Hoengsong.

After another quiet nigh%t, unexpected but welcome, the 23rd Regimental
”.Combat Team continued the ‘advance to Chipyong, only fivé-miles up the road ‘
throuéh the low pass where the Chinese bhad initisted their zttack. Again
moving cavtiously and extended well to the flanks, the French Battalion cocbed

the ridges on the west of the.road, the First Battzlion on the east, Enemy
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groups were observed on Hill 506“tg the east but these wmere dispersed with
air strikes during fbe day. Chipyong was occupied without a fight. The epn-
?ire stretch of road;gnd the hills along it were littered with bodies of
Chinese testifying to the efficacy of our artillery and mortar fire and éhe
air strikes of two days before.

The terrain around Chiﬁyong was admirable for defense by a force of our
size. Here we could dig in our mzin position on low hills which would facili-
tate defensive fires, resupply and construction of obstacleg. Eneny selzing N
the higher ground around our position would not be able to direct effective

ires,

-y

small arms fire against ﬁs but would te vulnurabls Lo pur CUR DL
e did not propose to sit in our main battle position.and wait for him
ﬁo attack, however. At dawn each day, élemsnts of our force occupied ihe
high ground about a thousand yards in front of the positicn on the north,
wést, and south. At dusk, and when they could not ke obscrvsd, they mighdrew,
leaving the forward positions heavily mined and booby trapped and with trip

(Tt\tSe_‘l‘a.d‘\'c.-s wera | abue T fey ef£ v o~ by way, )
flares set. | Far-ranging coabsat patrols screened ‘thess positions and the

enecy was never aware of our true dispositions,
For eighi days, except for divérsions and combat patrols, we had the
opportunity to improve our position. The road to our supply base was not
hzarrassed and we-hauled fﬁrward ammuhition, rations, barbed wire, mines, and
supplies of all types in preparation for a siegs. Haa ve moved from this |
position without a fight it would have taken d;ys to shuttle our stocks to-
;nother location. As it developed, we weren't to have enough. )

Company B of the Second Engineers came forwsrd to join us mnd coastructed

[ .
& liaison plane air strip aﬁ—ﬁeéé—;§ belpec with the preparationg of positions.

2.3
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Battery B, 503rd Medium Artillery waa attached to the Combat Team. While wa

- lost the Reconnaissance Company to $th Infantry, we gained the lst Ranger Com-
pany — a highly tra%ned, cocmando type unit. Rarbed wire was'strung, minas
‘laid, positions and Alternate positions.rera constructed for heavy weapons,
and cormunication wires were tripled over various routes, Even our VHFP
voice radio to Division CP, twenty-some miles away, was working beautifuliy,

A battalion of the 24th Division had moved into position on our side

of the Han River about eight miles to the 5outhxest: Patrols from the British
Comzorwealth Brizade now at Yoju contacted us daily. The friendly units to

- + -
SUT ZATT300 numcared over five

our e2zst wers progrossing sztisfuoctory.
‘thousand and tﬁough we knew that the Chinese wsre milling around to the north
and wést of us preparing counter neasures azalnst the success of our advance
For The £3red Fime v the Yot eam War
toward Seoul in the far west, we had nsver fell so confident arnd strong.i\ﬁe
~ exza had reserves! B Company first, then the Ranger Coopany, and finzlly
the Engineer Company if nceded, were available to reinforce a hard pressed
unit or to pluz a gap.
Peforc the main battle there were some nisty side actions. Hill 506,
and the valley of Sangosong which it covered,still sheltered In abandoned
gold mines the remmants of the 125th Division who held on tenaciously to‘
this, their former concentration area. The First Battalion initiated the
. attenpts to clean off the big‘ridge. Trudging through knee-dsep snow and
. .
sometines having to crawl on hands and knees, a company sized patrol was
. pinned down near the crest and had to be extricated under air cover.. Next,
the Second Battalion iook a crack at it; this time by war of the narrow, .

tortuous road that led eastward from our pesition teward the destroyed toun

of Sangosong where the road petered cut. Running into fire from the surrounding
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hills the Rattalion was ordered to withdraw before darkness. The Third
Battallon was then ordered on an extended operation to clean out the area,
and the Second Eattal%nn to cover the Third's defensive rnsit1n&s during'ita
‘absence. |

The Third Battalion encountered every adversity o£ climate and terrain.
Snow began to fall, air support was denied and artillery observation hindered,
The enemy would not abandon his positions on Hill 506 and B Company was dis-
patched toxreinforce the Third Battalion by neutralizing Hill 506.. Tanks and
flack wagons were sant up the narrow road to provide direct fire support. The

i

encount calt terrain —— sawe-teoiheod ridzes; one

Third red mara and mere gifl

O

th

after the other, each harboring a nest of fanatic defandefs with avtomatic
Heapons, There was not even a trail for supply and evacuation. ¥ounded had
to be carried out by parties of fou£ men sometimes requiring as much as eight
hours to make the journey. An air drop for resupply was laid on, but =is-
carrisd due to closed in weather. l

Yeanwhile, the First Battalion, 9th Infantry had been dispatched nérﬁh—
ward on a road six miles to the east on the same mission and was esncountering
stuﬁborn opposition. junction of the two forces was finally mada. At this
time the operation, though not completely successful, was called off due to
more serious events,

T - .

D= the west. enemy activity was Intensified on Hill 583, and the neigh-

7
boring battalion of the 24th Division in its position on the Han waz being

‘harrassed, Cozpany sized combat patrols from the French Battalion attenpting
to clean out this difficult pisce of ground ran into increasing strength and

after meeting nith no success in a two day's effort, more stringent measures



bad to be undertakean. The Second Battalion was ordered to sweep the area,
Plans were made znd the operation was laid on for Fobruary*thh: Fortunaéaly,
Division called it gff at the last moment, and the Second Battalion as wsll
" as the Third were bdck in their holes whea the roof fell in. |

- {Sxeteh ¥ap I¥I ~ Froant lines about Feb 12th)

Other patrols to the north and west had been dispatcﬁed daily. The

Heconnalssance Compary, then the-Rangers had entered Hajin each day, but Here
unable tb progress further due to strong snemy held positions north and wast

of that town. The First Battalion, chargsd with patrolling to the north and

mh
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r, =zl.nys with arszmy cortzcel bal oever

=d fuothizr andg farch :
of a s2rious rature.

Except for three days of snow the waathisr helid fairly well., Thils ailr
suprort was not available except under emergincy concditions due to priority

for surcport of thne acdvance in ths ¥est toward Seoul, the artillary had a

field day. Alr spotters were up during daylight hours and did their usuzl
rrarvalous work in finding enemy tarzels skillfully camouflaéed znd concealed
behind the ruggéd hills across the Hukchon Riv:zr, as well as to direct ac-
curate fire in support of our patrols and the Third EBatitalion's fight to the
east. Thes 155 m=m. batbtery enabtled us to rezch far out to interdict and
harrass enery movement on the maln road running north toward Sengchon and )
west In the direction of Seoul. Znemy assenbly areas x=sre locaﬁed. Each

night battalion TOT!'s#* crashed down in the hope of calching the Chinese at

their one hot meal per day.

PR S Ny U

¥T0T's ~ Tize-on-target. Artillery fire so directed that projectiles,
though fired from various ranges would hit the target
simultaneously.
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Tn our advanced and isolated position we were definitely a thorn in the
enemy's side, Desperately he was trying to redispose his fércea 80 aﬁ to d?—
lay our advance ip the west and to counter the now apparent offensive of our
I Corps. It wouldn't be long now — and w; were set, even to having fresh ‘
chicken and steaks in oar rations. |

V.

As enemy activity increased iﬁ the area it became more urgent tﬁat
prisoners be captured from whom enemy strengths end intentions might be
Jearned. Except for a few feeble oldsters there were no refupzes left in
the area who might provide relianle information, Try as they might patrols
had been unable to retrieve any but dead Chinese. A dariﬁg operation was
planred for the fanger Comrany for the night of February 1lth. The Companf
vas to move throush Hajin after dark, circle the Chinese rositions there;
strike the enamy posilion on Hill 583 from the rear ift a hit-aznd-run raid
and bring in prisoﬁers. Artillery fire was to be boxed to cover the raliders.
A:rangements wera tiﬁcd to-a split s%cond{ Znemy positions in Hajin wers
ncaged®, bub, tgere was apparently a shift after darknes;. The Rangers ran
head on into an enemy battzlion. A flerce fight began early in the night,
and the Rangers h;&ing expended all their amsmunition were forced to with-
draw. While their casualties were 1light, they returned empty-handed so far
as priscners were concernad, | - .

At noon the next day the air observer reported a large coluz=n of eneay
with pack artillery and animal pack trains paving across our froﬁt from west

Yo east and just out of 1light artillery range. The pedinm artillery battery

“took the column under fire with excellent results. Despite heavy casualties
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the epemy column continued to move over the mountain trails during the rest

‘of the day.‘ It uaé estimated to number at least a division. Our Iighiar ;in—
craft did not reach ghﬁ scene until late in the day but bafore darkness two
flightas hit the eneﬁ} and-inflicted heavy casualties, Fatrol activity wasi
.intensified by the Pirst Battalion during the afternoon and finally two Chinese
prisoners were brought in. ¥%hile not too intelligsnt nor too well informed,
they were able to- identify elements of five Chinese divisions in the general
vicinity.

That night, February 12th, thers was a continuation of the dayt's move-

o
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i
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ment by the enemy. He sven used I s desrite our artillery hacraszoent and
night bombing by radar controlled B 26's, There was a light probing attack
azainst C Company and against the Third Eattalion, but the enemy was driven

off without difficulty.

The enexy continued his forced march and during the nishnt struck the
4\7 — e

L1
Th bur Gos
Republic of Koresz divisionhﬁhich was now advancing in attack formatlon from

a position between Chipyong and-Hoengscng, Striking mith great force, his
attack against the ROK's was successful and the ROK!'s were forced to with-
draw in some confusion, expo;ing part of the 38th Infantry Regiment at Hoqu-
song and the Znd Divisi@n's artillery and armored support forces tgét were
advancing with the ROK's. By morning of the 13th thesa.units were figbhling
for éurvival against several Chinese divisions, ‘ .

| Bypassing our position initially, elements of the enexy continued to
the south, then swung west and early In the day, February 13th, attacked part

of the Third Battalion, Sth Infantry and the 2nd Reconnaissance Company. at

Yonchon, cutting our pain supply road to Korun-ni. The western road through
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Koksu-rl was threatened but not yet cat.
“ During the day increasing enemy movement toward our perimeter from the
. north, east, and weqt drove in our patrols, some of whom became pinded down
by enemy fire and had to bs extricated by artillery fire and air support.
Porty fighter sorties were diverted to profitable targets in our vicinity
despite the more critical situation then confronting o£her uniéa of the
Division near Hoengsong and Vonju. When the f&ghters weren't in the air,
artillery was fired by the aerigl observers at enemy groups now approaching
boldly under covsr of the intervening hills. Enemy casuallies were heavy,
tut zs darkrzss closed in he apain it his way ith flarss Lo zsssnbly
.positions for the attack.
(Sgetch Hap IV - Chipyong Babtle}
At eight in the evening Chinese bugles anrd whistles began to blow at the
northrest and scuthwest eof ihe perincter., Our troops were not.to be lured
snto shooting at noises in the dark. fhey waited ~~ then the Chinese assaull

bungled
waves ;cm into the trip flares; aﬂbl—perﬂonnel minss ("jumping Johnnies®),

The & viaw P"f\’hc«u n
and booby-traac\lnhfront of C Company. With the resultant confusion in enexy
rarks, down came the artillery and mortar barrages and the terrified enemy re-—
éoiled. {After ten days of shooting, there wasn't a piece of crltical terrain
outside our lines that hadn't been pinpointed and desigpated with a concentra-
tion.number for just such an occaslon. The coordination betwesn artillery and
heavy mortars for defensive fires was perfect.} Despite his initial clobbering
the fanatical enemy caze back for more. lot a szall arms was fired until he
hit the barbed wire in front of t;gi;gsition. Then, in the light of 155 =mm,
_illumlnatir— shells, the cachine guns cut looss At the gzmza time Mmeat

choppers” (¥-16ts) and tanks near the road between the French and First Battalions
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contributed their heavy vdluma of automatic fire. For a while the Chinmse
had a belly full of that part of our linea and reéorted to other tricka,
- HBeavy morﬁﬁfq;?120 wm. Russian jobs, which the Chinese had emplaced be- '

teh their shells
hind Hills 345 and 248 began to fsiz inaccurately into the center of our

A .
position. Unfortunately, early in thé night one of the rounds hit a flack
wagon starting a fire, another started a fire near the First Battallon Command
Post. %hile our own flares and 11luminating shells were carefully placed so
as not to silhouette our defenses, the glonm of the fires in the nizght haze now
gnabled the Chinese to adjust their mortar fire. Yore shells began to fall.
with increasing accuracy and froguently nenr gur vulnzrabls installnations --
Command post, artillery and mortaf cositions, supply dumps and aid stations.
Officers and men whose dutlies reqguired their continued functioning in these
activities, and who thus could not sesk cover, sufferad heavily. (The popu~
lar theory that the rols of the staff and adrministralors in infantry combat
is a relatively safe one was certainly rot true throughout the Forean fight;
ing.) The enesy's moftars were- augmented by pack howiizers ywinich gave thelr
dull pitched warning secorcs before the projectiles came in, and by high

»

velocity Russian 76!'s which blew a shrill derisive whistle after the shell - .

- ’
exploded. ¥e hadn'lk received such a concentration of heavy weapons fire since

the Haktong!

vith the encouragement of his supporting fires the enemy now began te

_ probe at our defenses in the French and Second Battalion sectors. He estab-

Jished himself on ridge 248 overlooking the French but was urnable to negotlate
the grazing bands of machire zun fire that the French were able to concentrate
3n front of their barbed wire. From Hill 397 he had a matural aporoach into

the Second Battalion. This was to become our most c¢ritical peoint.
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His initisl welcome to the Second Battalion cost him heavily, Company G

had constructed a series of ¥fougassea™ in front of their position. Pifty-

.gallon drums were egplaced in the earth as mortars,and pointed toward the
natural avenuea of approach. Several grenades wers placed in the bottom and
the drum was filled about one-third of the way with 0il snd gasoline. As the
leading waves of Chinese stormed down the hill the daéenders pulled wires ex-
pldding the grenades and spraying the enemy with anba£h of fire. Thls was |
beautiful - but only a one-time weapon.
N
By midnight, the entire perimeler was enraged in the fight., The enemy
vas paking 2ll-out attacks apparently by vzibalion and cempany sized enits
with no over—all coordination. He was still looking for a weak polnt and
couldn't find it. Our defegsivq_fires were terrific. Taking a heavy toll,
they wcré preventing the Chinese froa closing with us, but again our plenti-
ful stock of ammuni?ion was beginning to dwindle, Heavy MNortar Company was
ordzred Lo conserve all-types-of ammunition. )
At three in the morning, February 14th, the enemy was trying to break
fhrough down the road beiween the French and Second Battaliéns, and under the
railwey ﬁrsstle between the Second and Third Batyalions. Here he ran into our
road blocks composed of tanks and flack-wagons. He triéd desperately to eli;i-
nate Fhese vehicles with high explosive charges tied to the end of long poles
 and with grenades, but while iwo were danaged the terrific-volumn of fire they
) put'out forced him to abandon his effort. -
At five-thirty in the morning the precsure began to relax on all part?
of the position. The French were s£311 1ightly enzaged to thelr Iront and

the Third Battalion was having a desparate strigzle with the Chinese at the

road block. At daylicht the Chinese in front of the French position wmere
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getting set for another aszsault. The French coming out of their fox holes
ﬁcharged down the slopes with bayonets, broke up the attack before it could
be formed, grabbed Iqurteen surprised Chinesa by the back of thair collars
and dragged them in ag prisoners. These prisoners, including an offie;r,
confirmed that we warse being atta&ked by elements of five Chinese divis;ons
with a total force of about 30,000.

At seven~thirty the enemy broke off his attack on all sectors and with-
drew bshind the mountains to the west and east. %a bad had a rough night
but hgg not realiy been in grave danger at any polnt. Ho resesrves had been
coreaitied and we had not suffersd too many casualitiss, Gur principal diffi-
culty in our cut-off positlon was, again, anmanition replenishmcnt'and svacua~
‘tion of akbout 200 wounded. %

Other units had not fared so well. Pivision reported that tha situation
at Hoengsong was desperate and tnat Tonju was endangersad. The %nird Battallon,
Gth Infantry and tha Reconnaissance Company south of us were hard pressed.
Division.then gave the sncouraging news that an armored coluan of the 5th
Cévalry Regimenl was making its way toward us up the west road via Koksu—ﬁi,
and that a battalion of the British Coxzonwealth 3rigades was fighting its
way ﬁp the east road, our main supply ;uad. e were told to hang on, {There
wzsn't much choice. %hile we could have formed a2 marching perimster and at-
" tempted to fight our way Dl:l.t, it would have bzen a diffieult, if not costly
_ operation.) ‘ -
During the day we were given orly three air strikes — all that could be

spared from the more eritieal situstion tb the east of us. These ws directed

againsl the ensny to our south, now firmly dug in at our old positions at the
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Twin Tunnels, Our artillery fired during tha day as much ammonition az we
dared expend at the Chinese lurking behind the hills waiting for nightfall to
resure thelr effortsagt our anhilation. Some enemy mortar fire was received
but the weapons wereJioc&ted and dest;oyed by our aerial obsarver who had a
keen eye for "gooks".

Twenty-four flying box cars came over and dropped us ammo and other
supblios. This was truly a GodeSend, but unfortunately no heavy mortar

areunition or illuminating shells were incluaed and the rifle cartrid?es wera

not rzcked in clios, serious handicaps for night fightirg.
- - E\"\f_‘h\\/
Foaceaucs of thae ur zetndly, howyy mortar and artiltar s fiva »f fLhe
. 4
precedigg night all hands that could be sparsd frenm improving their pesitions

on the hills werz set to proncctin‘ interior installations. The frozen ground
made it d3ifficult to dig in, but fortunalely thare was an abundance of reil-

road ties and bags of rice in the vicinity to use for revetments; a%d stations,
Crts, fire dircction centers, ard supply dumps were protected as well as
possible, but without overhead cover,

‘Lomunition was distributed, weapors cleaned and recadied, routes recon-
noitered by the reserve commanders o as to be able to lesd thelr units Lo
any poirt in the darkness, wires spliced, armored vehicles serviced, trip
fisres and n;rﬂj_refot, and punerous other tasks were accomplished during the
bday’s 1ull. Fatrols were zent out as far as necessary to provide early :araQ
.ing of any daylight attack. Good, hot mezls were served and the garriscn,
with fine spirit, determ,patlon, and conficdence, waited for the next move,

This tine, the Chirese had 2 plsn., First, there was & heavy cgncentration

of mertar arnd artillery fire which rzired dows on our positicn Just at dark.
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This preparation léatcd an hour and at seven o'clock the‘weird bugle calls
}ang out to the south. The enemy went to work again on the two roads leading
into our position on each flank of the Second Battalien. Here the sncmy con-
centrated his force:-.ln colunn of éompanios he care down Hill 397 against G
Company. Time after tims, he was driven back, as G Company h;ld this initial
attack. Concurrently, he advanced on the Third Battallon, from the steep
slopes of Ridge 506 where he had hidden during the day. The Third Battaliom, _
too, contained the attack.

%y this time we had experded nearly all of our precious stock of 11lumi-

nzting

sholls, Frantic calls over ihe radls finally brovght tErelly', a
C-47 '
vionderful guy who flics over your pesitien in a B~%& and changes pight into
.wday by dropping large flares which last about fifteen mdoutes. Firefly and
his reliefs stayed with us all night and helped save our skins as much as any
other gaéget of the grim business of night fighting.
it one—thirty in the morning of the 15th, the attack had spread to the
F5rst Eattalion and intensified in front of the Yhird. Company i's posilion
was penctrated, but_the Eattalion Commander declined reinforcements and by
shifting a platoon of L Company, restored the position.
At thres—fifteen G Company, which had been hardest hit all night long and
h=d taken heavy casgalties could no lorger hold its position. The magnificent.
‘zneﬁ'of this Company had fought t111 they had expenced every gfenade and evcry-
_round of ammunition, then they had fought with bayonats.and knivea and rifle
butts, even with their fists, =3 the enemy craxled into their fox holes. Th.e_
survivors strargled down the hill. The .anéer Comrany and 2 spare piatoon of

T Cevjpeny were rushed to the position. The loss of this hill had rendered the
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armored vehicles at the road block vulnerable, and they had to withdraw
‘s1ightly forcing the adjacent left of the French position to pull back with
them, -Timé and again-the hard fighting Rangers, F Company's platoon, and
the remnants of G Company, supported by the tanks and flack wagcus made it
to the top of the hill only te be driven back by the now solidly entrenched
enemy, This courageous effort against overwhelming numbers continued until
daylizht without saccess, but also fitﬁout the enemy being allowed to continue
his pentraticn,

Yeanwhile, enemy had infiltrated along the road during the confusion at
G Company, and had entered the artillery perizeter. Part of B Eattery, 503rd
' Yeqium Artillery was forced to abandon its guns and to fall back into the 37th
FAls poéition. The Artillery Comrander rallied them and collectiné s11 avail-
able men made repeated attempts to drive the Chinese fron the position, but
4t was untenzble so long as ¢ Company's hill was in enszy hand;.

¥ortar and artillery continued to fall into our position. The First
Battalion's defenses were being .threatensd and we were hard pressed on all
sides. By daylight only 90 rounds of 81 mm. mortar ammunition and 140 rouﬁds
of 4.2 inch mortar ammunition remaired of the stocks we had accumuléted. At k.
eight in the morning it was decided to comuit the Eegimental Reserve, B Com~
pany, to assist in restoring the G Company po=1tiop. Despite B Company’s

but unfortvuat oly plece. waral

determlnaq)efforts the position was repeatedly retaken ‘but could not be .
“held.
While the desperate batile continued at this one point during the morn- ;i

ing and early afternoon, the enery was driven {rom the other positions he had

‘gained during the night. Artillery using direct fire, recoiless wearons, tanks
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and twin-forty's blasted him off the bare ridges. Fighter plane=z coming in
iata in the morning when the hage had cleared, worked over the enemy methodi-
cally. He couldn't take this terrific punishment and withdrew from all pointa
except Hill 397. Here the most stubborn, fanatical unit in the Chlnssa Army
must have been pitted against us and was determined to die to tne last man,
They disdained cover and fired with their rifles and sachine guns at ;he
attécking fTighter planes, - .

Air resupply commenced at the same time as the air support and 30 "box
cars" dropped their loads. While the drops were going on heligcopters and‘
lia 1san.;13nes flzw ir bo our little air strip to carry anay thz mors seriously:

wcunded Eneny mortars and small arms fire from {ill 397 inflicted many

-

casualties azmong the supply recovery parties trat wey rushln the d;opued
ammo to waiting artillery and mortar pieces, and hindered thz efforls of the
redics to evacuate tihe wounded. The air support that day was great - 131
sorties — more than had ever been flown in Korea for-a unit our size.
W e~ crotdnnired ok Luui +c\b\‘7— suppect
Finally, in mid-afterncon B Cosran{\haé again fought their way up to G
Company's position, this time to stay. At four-thirty, ths die-hard eng:y
on Hill 397 was falterin;. Firiné COuid be heafd to their rear, KCompaﬁy B!'s
pen from their vantage point begen to wave and chéey. fhe lead*ténks of the
5th Cavalry caze into view arourid the bend.
Again, a Hollywood finishl Azain, the enemy was pursued with artillery
_and fizhters till he dragged himself into the mountains to the ﬁorth. Again,.
there wes work to be done — nineteen C-119's were to drop their loads during

the nizht, » novel experience for us, and preparations had to be zade. .Again,

to get set to repulse a vicioue nizht attack. And, ag zain, the enpemy didn't
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come back, that night, or the next night, or the next. Thus ended the battle

of Chipyong-nil
¢
sume the offensive,

two days later the 23rd RCT pulled itself Logether and marched on to re—

to repeat Wonju and the "Twin Tunrels® and Chipyong, again

and again, the scene a little different, but the pattern always the same.

*his was the Infantry, dirty, tired, dragging Infantry and 1its brothers of

the supporting arms. Kot too tired Lo hold their heads up, not too tired to

joke and cuss, not too tired to remember sadly the 630 buddies who had been

carried to the rear during the past tvio weeks and to weigh their own chances,

Tris was a proud and cocxy Infantry — proud to the point of haughtinzzs.

Vorale, what's that? That was the score? Well, that gook division at HHong-

chion, two more at ionju, the Chinese 125th at. the "Twin Tunnels®, and now the

nold man? says at least three of those at Chiprong won't fight again. Seven

!

divisions krocked off in six weeks. Say, what ars we worrying about? let's

get this thing over with. Let's go, you foot sloggers!
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