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WOLFHOUND COAT-OF-ARMS

IREG A rTHE
This striking coat-of-arms, whiéh was approved by
the Seéretary of War in l@Z?@”%bf“oﬁiy“f%ﬁimﬁ%ggsive in its
design and originality, but it symbolizes’ the history of the
27th Infantry Regiment. WAt sl e
The®27th was  organized in"1901 and Saw its, first
Lake Lanao

hard fightigg in the Pniiippines9 especiallyyi
expedition. This serviéé is indicatéd b&ﬁ%néié¥est in which

a silver crescent re§€é*6ﬁ‘C§b3§e§§ﬁ313§ﬁ§ag§égg, representative
of the weapons used by island fightérs during that peried. The
daggers appear over a wreath of the regimental colors, blue and
silver, |

The regiment’s service in the Siberian Expedition
from 1918 to 1920 is indicated py the shield, the silhouetted
"5¥ and the polar bear encircled by the artillery casing,

PNec Aspera Terrent," the regiment's motto, which
means literally, "Obstacles Do Not Frighten,” had been used
for many years beilore the coat-of-arms was adopted.

Known as "The Wolfhounds® for only three years at the
time the coat-of-arms was prepared, this designation was not
included in the emblem. However, it is expected that the
regiment will take measures to request the Secretary of the
Army to approve several modifications in recognition of the

Wolfhounds® part in World war II and the Korean War.




Famous Leaders Who Have Served Under the Colors of

THE 27TH INFANTRY REGIMENT (The Wolfhounds)

Gen. Omar Bradley

Gen. Slmon B. Buckner

Gen. John J. Pershing

Lt. Gen. Hugh Drum

Maj. Gen. Frank Baldwin (one of the
few men to recelve two Congressional Medals
of Honor) _ .

Maj. Gen. Leland S. Hobbs

Brig. Gen. John H. Michaelis .




THE WOLFHOUND CREST

The Wolfhound crest, which is the distinctive insignia of
the 27th Infantry Regiment, is a wolf's head erased on a rectangular
sable field bordered in gold. The wolf's head, signifying ferocity,
comes from the nickname of the regiment, "The Wolfhounds."

Motto on the crest is the Latin, "Nec Aspera Terrent."

A literal translation 1s, "Obstacles Do Not Frighten." Many
figurative translations have been given, among them, "Undeterred
by Difriculties,” "Unfrightened by Dangers," "Unafraid," "rearless,"

and "Undaunted."

NEC ASPERA
TERRENT




The Story of the Nickname
“THE WOLFHOUNDS"

The 27th Infantry'Regiment firstkbecame known as
"The W@lfhounds@ Sh@ftly after World War I when the unit.was
part of the American Expeditionary Forces to Sibéria; ‘Cfigin |
of the n;@kname is credited to Bolshevik forces who llkened the
regiment's advances to the fleet, vi01©us attacks of the
Wolfhound, which in Siberia 1s known as a fearless dog,
tenacious and ferocious in iightlng wolves. The name stﬁék
and durlng the yedrs between World Wars I and II, use of “Théw
WOJ_fhcrm*zmis‘rﬂ to designate the reglment continued,iesoeclally in
sportse. | '

In WOrid War II, and again in Korea from the Pﬁﬁaﬁ‘ |
Perimeter to the Yalu River, men of the 1eg1ment have used the
nickname as their batulg ny‘ “Eea, WOthounds."

In October’l9§2; the Department-of ‘the Army officially
recognized the nickname and authorized. 1ts use as a parenthetical
designation to follow the numerical des;gnation, The 27th
Infantry Regiment (The,Wolfhounds),-ls.now used to designate
the regiment on «ll orders, records, léttersfand other official

paperss



WOLFHOUND BATTLE HONORS

PHILIPPINE INSURRECTION

Mindansao

WORLD WAR I
Siberia

WORLD WAR II

Central Pacific

“Guadalcanal o o
Northern Solomons (with arrowhead)
Luzon

KOREAN WAR

United Nations Defensive

United Nations Offensive’

Chinese Communist Forces Intervention
First United Nations Counteroffensive
Chinese Communist Forces Spring Offensive
United Nations Summer-Fall Offensive.
Second Korean Winter

Korea, Summer-rFall 1952




THE STORY OF THE WOLFHOUNDS

27th Infantry Regiment

The Original 27th Infentry Regiment

Although the 27th Infantry Regiment (The Wolfhounds)
observes May 2, 1901, as its official Organization Day, the
history of the regiment dates back to January 1813, when it was
originally constituted. Two years later, the regiment became &
part of the 6th Infantry Regiment, then stationed at Gofernor's
Island, No¥o | o B ‘

In May 1861, the President directed the orgamization
of the Second Battalion of the 18th Infantry Regiment’and in 1866
this unit was designated as the 27th Infantry Régiment. Once
again; the 27th was consolidated with snother unit and on June

14, 1869, became a part of the 9th Infantry Regimenteb

The Present Organizatlion

The 27th Infantry Regiment of today extends its colorful
history back to February 2, 1901, when its organizatlion wes
directed by the Secretary of War. Ten days later, reglmental
headquarters was established at Plattsburg Barracks, N.Y. and
Col. Richard I. Eskridge became the first commending officer of
the 27th Infantry Regiment.




Organization of a First Battalion began immediately

and within a week it was moved aboard a transport, on its way

for the Philippine Islands, The battalion engaged in various

_ scouting expedltlons until May wnen 1t becane the Thlrd Battalion
'of tne 26th Infantry by tne excha ge of one of its units to

‘the 27th. | | | o -

The coanete organlzatlon of the 27th Infantry Reglment
was carrled out by Juiy 5, 1901 and after scveral monfhs of
training at Plattsburg and Fort McPherson, Ga., the unlt was

ordered to move to the Phlllpplne Islanas. Col. Frank D Balawln
took command of the reglment when it arrlved 1n San Franc1sco and
was with the revlmental headquartefs and Flrst Battalion when
they PJlVOd in Manlla Bay on January 26, 1902, as the flrst

elements of the reglment. Before the end of March, the entire

-re01ment had arrlved in the Phlllpplnes.

* ok % %



THE. WOLFHOUNDS IN
"THE PHILIPPIDNESa-«=

Ass;gned to operatlons in the southern islands of the
FPhillpplnes with the Seventh Separate Brigade, the mission of the;
27th was to assist in quelllng a disturbance caused by the uprlsing
of the Moros, a Phlllpplne trlbe. varch 30, 19U2 ‘was a memorable
date in the early hlstory of vhat was to becone known through the
years as one of the most colorful components of the Unlted States
Armyo On thot day, at Nalabang, Mlnaanao9 the unlts of the
revlment were broudnt under one command for the ?1rst tvme.

o o The regiment's answer to the re31ctance of the Moros

was to blaze tne "banass1 Trall" which woula lead to the tltal

Lake Lanao reg¢0n. thtle re51stance was met untll the 27th
reached Fort Gadun.an whtre a ctlff aeiensive engqaement took place.
But within a week's time all enemy strength was scattered and Fort
Ganassi surrendered to the 27/th.

On May 2, the regiment began a three-~day encounter
against the Moros which proved to be the deciding campaign in the
Philippine Insurrection. Known as the Battle of Bayan, 1t was the
most severe clash ofvthe island war and brought the 27th its first
casuaities. The fight ended with the surrender of all Moro troops
in that sector of Mindanao. It was this decisive victory which
prompted the regiment to choose May 2 as the official Organization
Day, The exceptional Iighting of tihe 27th Regiment in the Battle
of Bayan was brought to the attention of Preeident Theodore

Roosevelt who immediately telegraphed his congratulations.




Through the summer and fall of 1902, the 27th engaged
in numerous exploring expeditions and skirmishes against the Moros.
An"expedition oféénized iﬁ the middLe of'Sepfembef‘bfought the
destruetionﬁef‘Fefts Bﬁtig, Cavan, Bayabao and Maciu. The 1ast
expedltlon for the reglment 1n the Phlllpplne campalgn opened on
May 2, 19039 and resulted in the capture of Fort Pitacus aiter Ehe
Battle of Taraca River and the succesoful sklrmlsnes near Calauio
Units of the 27th were sent to pos .S near Manlla untll t e regiment

sailed for the United States in January 1904.

ke ok ok %



* FORT SHERIDAN AND CUBA=- = = -
Affer enort stays at Honoluiu and‘Nagaeaki; the neéineni
returned to the United States and moved to Fort Sheridan near. i.
Chicagog Ill@ Fort Sheridan remained the home station of the 27th
Infentry until February 26, 1913. However, in October 1906 the
regiment, less the Third Battalion, embarked from Newport News, Ve.,
for Cube where it wes called upon to act in a very delicate mission.
i The Cuban government was beset with an insurrection of
such alarming proportions that it requested assistance from the -
United Statea. The President dispatched five regiments of infantry,
two of cavalry and several batteries of artillery. For more than
two years, the 27th jolned this substantial force in maintaining
order in Cuba without resorting to the uee of arms. In the spring

of 1909, the regiment returned to Fort Sheridan to remain for the

next four years.
ON THE TEXAS BORDER=--

During the latter part of 1912 there was constant strife
Vin Mexieoﬁpepweenwthe“Federal Government and the Insurrectionist
Forces. The trouble became so acute that the 2nd Division was
formed with the 27th Infantry as an integrai part. The regliment
arrived in Texas City, Tex., on February 28, 1913, and established '
4ts home station in that city. There it remained until September
1915 when the regiment sailed for its second tour of the Philippines.
The 27th trained, maneuvered and guarded vital installations until

August 1918.
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THE WOLFHOUNDS IN ‘
S 1B E RI A - -

On August 3, 1918, the 27th’ Infantry Regiment received
orders to prepsre for immediate service in Siberia. Four days later,
the 27th pulled out of Menila Bay, off for what was to be one of the
strangest and most unusual episodes in American military history.-

© And 1t was this two-year expedition in the cold wastelands
of Siberia which won for the 27th Infantry its famous nickname, "The
Wolfhounds," a name tagged to the regiment by Bolshevik forces who
found the attacks of the 27th as vicious as those of the Siberian
wolfhounde v

By the middle of August, all elements of the 27th had
arrived in Viadivostok and they paraded before citizens of the city
and high ranking officers of American, Japanese and Czech armies,
The regiment experienced itg initial fire fight on August 19 when a
patrol bf &O‘menvencountered & party of Chinese bandits near Razdolnoe.

For one of its proudest actions during the early fighting
of the Siberian expedition9 the Wolfhounds received a citation from
Japanese Gensrals Oteani and Nehara. Preceded by Japanese troops on
a 25-ﬁile march to Burea from Khabarovsk, the 27th cpntipued along .
thevqoldg Qifficult route and eventually passed the tiring Japanese
‘soldiersg The Wolfhounds arrived at the Bolshevik stronghold more -
than an hour éhead Qf the Jap soldiers. The-march in pursuit of
the retreatinngelsheﬁik troops continued as far as Ushuman where

the Wolfhounds arrived on September 20.

11



Two skirmishes on one.day in the Kraeffski sector were
characteristic of the irregular fighting in which the Wolfhounds
wvere always.ou;numbered.by large'fcrces of Bolsheviks. In each of‘
these decisive skirmishes the 27th inflicted hesavy casualties on the
enemy while its own losses were negligible. Before the Siberian
campaign ended on January 17, 1920, the Wolfhounds had particlipated

in five battles and several minor skirmishes and expeditlonse.

® % ® &

'THE LONG STAY IN HAWAII

' As the Siberian exﬁeditién came to a close, the Wolfhounds
returned to their stations in the Philippines. The stay was
short-lived, however, and b& January 1921, the regimént had landed
at Honolulu in the Hawailan Islands. In Februery, the regiment
‘became a part of the newly-organized Hawalian Division.

Through the long Yéars in Hawaii the Wolfhounds maintained

a splendid record and won many honors. The 27th participated in
the Joint Army and Navy Exercises on Oshu in 1925 and was commended
by the Inspector General in.his official report in these words:
NThe 27th Infantry sets the standard for the Hawailan Division."
Sporté and athletic contests played an important part in the
regiment’'s activities during'these years and the Wolfhounds copped
championships and high honors in practically every event.

" Until 1941 the regiment was one of four infantry regiments
which comprised the Hawailan Division. On October 1 the Hawailan
Division was inactivzted at Schofiéid’Barracks and two new divisions,

the 24th and 25th were organized. The Wolfhounds were assigned to
the 25th Division and have remained a part of 1t ever sinceo

c12




THE WOLFHOUNDS IN = . . .

~w+ . December T, 1941, the day of -the infamous attack at Pearl
Herbor; 'found the First Battalion of the 27th Infantry guarding vital
defense installations in Honolulu. The remainder of thé regiment was
training at Schofield Barracks: Ever ready, the Wolfhouhds reacted
with characteristic speed and by*sofdoing‘had‘thg"distinétibﬁ"of'
being the first ground force unit to fire a shot-at thée enémy in
World War II.

Before the day was over, the entire~régiment>had¢moved”to
defense sectors on Oahu beaches and was prepared to repel & possible
Japanese invasion. The Wolfhounds were ehgagéd for the next‘few
months. in-constructing plllboxes end erecting barbed wire barriers for
the defense of the island.

Early in the fall of 1942, the regiment with the rest of
the 25th Division; was withdrawﬁ*from the beaches -and underwent a
period of intemsive training. 1In Novéember, the Wolfhounds received
orders to prepere to move into combdt and on November 15, the 27th
embarked for & destination unknown at the time. Once the transport
was at sea evsryone was informed that they were golng to Guadalcanal
to relieve the Marines.

A bitter battle was in progress on land, on sea and in the
eir. The regiment disembarkéd on December 29 and entered combat
January 5, 1943, Guadalcanal was the first méjor land - engagement in
the Pacific and was hotly contested. It 18 estimated the Japasnese
lost mors thén-lOOgOOO’mén.”The;wclfhounds participsted in three
major battles in this @émpaign-and emerged with honors-in all of

then. 13



One victory in particular by the wdifhounds,'thé‘capture
of a hill mass known ash"éailopidé Horse,“"madevp;ssible the second
January attack which was to. end with the. enemy being driven from
Guedalcanal:: - Early on the morning of January 10, the First-and .
Second: Battalions advanced slowly up the successive ridges. of
"Galioping Horse@ﬁa,Despite:strong*enemy resistance, on the first . .
day of battle, the First Battalion seized the divislon objective in
its zope_apdfthe;Thi;d,Battalion pushed forward 1600 yards toward
its objectivse.

' <. . The Second Battelion tcok over the assault on the following
day, :but was halted by vigorous. Jepanese defenses. An attack by the
Wolfhounds. on Jasnuery 13 was turned back by machine guns hidden in
ﬁwellrprotectedgnests!g'In_anspeciaL~plan.of the-:Second Battalion,
Capt. Charles W. Davis, the battalion executive officer, and four
volgnteersg,grept‘up,qn,phe.enemy:machine gun position. When they
had approached within ten yards of the position,.the enemy threw
grenzdes which failed to explodes. Capt. Davis answered with eight.
grenades.which did go off and then led an attack into the midst- of
thewJapanegeof;When;hiswrifle‘failed, Capt. Davis threw it down and
finished: off the- enemy with his plstol..

' Inspired by this bold action for which Capt. Davis 1atef
was awerded the Congressional Medal of Honor, Company E surged up
the hill and:drove the. last Japanese.from Hill 53. By February 9,
1943,,;heLdgstructionaquall Japenese forces on: Guadalcanal was .
realizedg_~The_r§giment_1eft Guadalcangl on July 31 and participated
in the North Solom9n§,campaignvfrom;August_l to October 22. :This.

campaign actually involved severai major battles on the islands of

14
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New Georgia, Arundel and K@lombangarae

As‘on Guadalcanal, the Wolfhounds played an importan+ part

in- bringing the Northern Solomons campaign to a decisive close.

On September 11, 1943, the 27th launched & move which after nine

days of bitter fighting, had driven the Japanese from_northern Arundel
and‘Sagékarasa,_ The é?th‘s successful attacks alsoc provided artillery
positlons from which enemy strongholds on Kolombangara could be
shelled. -They had frustrated any Japanese attempt to retake the vital
Mundg¥airfield on New Georgia, end in the final analysis, they wers

to help_force the enemy evacuatioﬁ of Kolombangara and bring to an

end thepbloody New Georgia campalgn.

_The regiment returned to Guadalcanal for a short stay after
the North Solomons campaign and on November 15 left for an assignment
of training in New Zealand. By the middle of February, the Wolfhounds
were on the move again. This time the 27th went to New Caledonia
where i§ received replacements and trained until December.

For the third time in the history of the Wolfhounds, the
troops embarked for the Philippine Islands on December 17, 1944, and
debarked in Lingayen Gulf on January 10, 1945. In the Philippines
engagement, the regiment participated in nine battles. The first
involved a campaign through the central plainé, where a quarter of
phe Japanese armor on Luzon was destroyed. The second phase was
the operation in the Caraballo Mountains. In driving across Luzon
and dividing it in two the Wolfhounds separated the Japanese forces

and materially reduced their resistance.
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Upon the completion of the Philippine”iiberafibn‘Eéﬁbéién o

the familiar pattern of reorganization and recéptioﬁ end training of

replacements ‘was invoked. Everyone knew the next operatlon would be;

the toughest, and accordingly, preparations hit a new high.: The -

invasion of Japan was believed to be in the not too distant future.

The capitulation of Japan brought the WOlfhounds & Japan o

to perform occupational missions. Arriving in the Land of the A

Rising Sun in Oc tober 1945, the regiment eStablished"headquartéfé{ét“J
Kagamigahara Airfield near Gifu, remaining there until;Jandéfy‘i9h7;f”

when 1t moved to Camp Sakal on the outskirts of Osaka to occuvy the
former Japanese Naval College there. The Wolfhounds remained in"‘
southwestern Japen until the Communists ‘swept south across the 38th
parallel in Korea in June 1950. o R

IR IR R B 4

16




WOLFHOUND BATTLE CITATIONS IN THE KOREAN WAR

Distinguished Upit-Citstion

SANGNYCNG-NI
27th Infentry Regiment (less Heavy Tank
C@mp&ny and Third Battalion).

TAEGU

27th Infantry Regiment (leas Heavy ‘Tank
Company).

HAN RIVER
All companies of Third Battalion, 27th
Infentry Regiment.

IPSCK ’ '
Company E and 81 mm. mortar section of
Company H, 27th Infantry Regiment.,

Republic of EKorea Presidéntia; Unit Citation

MASAN-CHINJU
All companies, 27th Infantry Regiment@

17



COMMANDERS' OF THE 27TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
; SINCE THE START oF THE KOREAN WAR
AND THE DECORATIONS THEY HOLD

COL. JOHN H., MICHAELIS = = .. 7 JULY. 1950 - 13 FEBRUARY 19%1
Distinguished Service (ross, Silver Star with Oak Leaf Cluster,
Legion of Merit with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters, Bronze Star Medal with
Oak Leaf Cluster, Air Medal, Purple Heart with Osk Leaf Cluster,
Netherlasnds Bronze Lion, French Croix de Guerre, Belgian Croix
de Guerre,

COL. GILBERT J. CHECK | 13 FEBRUARY ..1951 - 10 JULY 1951
Distinguished Service Cross, Silver Ster with Oak Leaf Cluster,
Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal wnth 2 Oak Leaf Clusters,

Alr Medal. ; : :

COL. G?ORGE B. SLOAN 10 JULY 1951 = 22 DECEMBVR 1951
Silver Ster, Legion of Merit with ‘0osk Leaf Cluster, Bronze Star
Medeal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Commendation Ribbon with Oak Leaf
Cluster.

COL. NORMAN B. EDWARDS 22 DECEMBER 1951 - 16 JUNE 1952
Silver Staer, Bronze Ster Medel with Oak Leaf Cluster, Commendation
Ribbon with 0Oak Leaf Cluster.

LT. COL. LELAND G. CAGWIN 16 JUNE 1952 - 14 SEPTEMBER 1952
Distinguished Service CPossa Silver Star, Legion of Merit,
Bronze Star Medal.

COL. ALBERT O. CONNOR- 14 SEPTEMBER 1952 - To Date

Legion of Merit, Bronze Ster Medsl with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters,
Purple Heart, French Croix de Guerre with Palm and Gold Star.
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THE WOLFHOUNDS IN
KOREA ==

Sunday, June 25, 1950, was just anothsr day.ef'trainihg‘
for the Wolfhounds. The 27th had just returnedlfrem}a £hree4day
field problem in the foothills of Mount Fuji and‘was iﬁ"the precess“
of cleaning up for the short rest before embarkihg’on ﬁhe nexﬁ | :
phuse of maneuvers, ) “. R

Then the radio blasted out the breath-taking news:

"North Korean Communist forces sttacked south across thel38th

parallel at 0400 hours this morning." There wes a grim, more |

purposeful meaning to the training now. Four d~ys later, a battalion

of the 24th Division was airlifted to the fighting front in Korea |

and on July 5 the Wolfhounds, at two battalion strength were alerted. ;
Just before dawn on July 10, 1950, the Wolfhouhds started :

to disembark at Pusan, the first regiment of the 25th D1v1sion tov
land in Korea. The first battle casualties sufzered by the regiment
occurred nine days later at Yechon. ’

] The mountainous terrain north of Hwanggan; Korea,vprovided
the first major test of ths 27th against the Communists, and the |
Wolfhounds were not found wanting. For the first tlme the R
Communists were stopped dead in their tracks and the 27th established
‘its still-true boast that as & unit it has never withdrawn withouu “
orders. It was there, too, that the regiment became the late Gen.,:‘

Walker's "Fire Brigade"--and (Col. Michaslis became the "Fire Chief "
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At Sangyoni, Just two weeks after landing in Pusan, the
First and Second Battalions sustained numerous banzal charges by
Communist forces attempting to penetrate defense positions along Uﬁ‘
main supply_routes. In four days of frantic defense battles the
27th'inflicted'more than 3,000 casualties, destroyed large quantities

of equipment and captured valuable enemy supplies. This djnamic
performance dealt the enemy his first serious blow and earned for
the Wolfhounds the first Distinguished Unit Citation to be awarded
in the Korean War. | _ _

For more than a month the 27th, as Eighth Army Reserve,
shuttled-back and forth around the Pusan Perimeter; putting out
the fires." Wherever the fighting was thickest and the pressure
wasg greatest, the WOlfhounds were there, battling superior enemy
forﬂes to a standstill. L o o
| I Late in July, after the battle of Hwanggan, the 27th moved
clear over to Chindong-ni on the Masan front@ There on August 2,
the First Battalion, under the 1eadersh1p of Lte Col. Gilbert J. ,
Check who later became regimental commander, drove 22 miles through
the Red lines reaching tne heights overlooking Chinju before beling
recalled. For this tremendous drive the regiment was awarded the
Presidentiel Unit Citation of the Republic of Korea. , »

. Reaching the regimental ¢p at 11 Delley the weary Wolfhounds@
of‘tne First Battalion crawled under their shelter halves for some,‘
much deserved sleep. Before dawn could break the exhausted troops
were roused from their shelters to fece a fanatical attack on the

CP by 600 to 700 Reds. Cooks and bakers, mechanics and drivers,
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clerks and radlomen==all the specialists;of,a\regimental headquartersg=--
Joined in repulsing the charging Communists. Four hours later, |
when_the smoke- and dust had cleared, the bodies of close to 500 Reds
littered the hillsides--some within 100 yards of the CP. .

| - Next came. the bettles of Yonchon, where the 27th inflicted
tremendous 1qsses on the seemingly endless hordes of Communists. In
the middle of August the Wolfhounds made another quick shift--this
time £oAtherlong,,straight-stvetéh of road north of Taegu which was
to become famous as the "Bowling Alley."

~Taegu, road and railroad junction of South Korea, was the

key to the Pusan Perimeter. Should it fall, the entire UN front
might well go with it. So it was there thet the Reds launched their
f;ercest'attacks end it was there that the Wolfhounds were sent.to
stop them. Every night the Red tanks would come roaring down that
stretch of road set between towering peaks, their fiery shells often
striking the flat roadway and bouncing along like bowling balls.
The Wolfhounds collected so many knocked-out tanks that one company
was knéwn to have answered the telephone this way--"Fox Company
motor pool--you shoot ‘em, we loot ‘em!"”

The Second Battalion; led by Lt. Col. Gordon E. Murch, bore
the brunt of these attacks although the First Battalion also performed
her&ically@g,The regiment was joined by a Third Battalion on this
front and the new unit wasted no time proving it was worthy of the
name, "Wolfhounds." While the other two battalions pounded the main
enemy force in the "Bowling Alley," the Thifd Battalion distingulished
~1tself at Tasegu by knocﬁing out strong 1nfiltrat1ng elem=nts which

attempted to set up road blocks behind the regiment.
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 In the most significant phaséﬂofdthé'"Bowling5xlléyﬁ”F““*“53
the Wolfhounds met a heavyfdPLVe”byloﬁe*Nor£h-Kdrean*divfsioﬁ°piué"”5
two regiments supported by srmor and ‘artillery.  The regiment ‘beat
back scresming banzal attacks for 74 hours: ' The men not only held
ageinst heavy odds, but actually improved ‘thelr positions, denying
the enemy the .important terrsasin corridor leading to Taegu. |

For these almost miraculous successes the Wolfhounds
received their. second Distinguisheq\pnit'Citatibn,*thé“natfdn‘é”
highest unit award.

- Commanded by Lt. Col. DeChow, the Third Battalion remeined
with the Wolfhounds when they m&ade ancother lightning switch at the -
end of Auguste. Once again the regimeﬁt found itself on the Masan °
front where it fought until the . UN forces broke out of ‘the perimeters.

v.Ghongjumkas the next mejor scene of aetivityffdr the '
WolfhoundsowiEngaged'in-antiagueriiladoperations,'they captured "7 ¢
hundreéds of Communists whose mission was to disrupt UN supply lines. -
In the drive to the north, the 27th reasched ‘its farthest point at
the town of Ipsok. Here, operations of ‘Company E and the 8l-mm, * = >
mortar section of Company H were so.outstanding that .each was " . u0
awarded a Distinguisned Unit (“Zflta\‘c,j.om1 ~

' Then began .the long withdrawal forced ‘by: the: Antervention
of thexGhinesefCOmmunists.-zIn g brilliant series of maneuvers, the =
Wolfhounds time and agein halted the onwdrd ‘rush of the almost:: .ot
overwhelming numbers of Reds. The Third Battalion was:the last
unit out of Seoule. .
rInﬂthe~middle of-January;(the 27thg;ianOperatioﬁ’Wdlfhbund;"“

completed an attack which was described by the eommanding general.:
of I Corps as "an outstanding 1imited objective attack." Driving
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north of Osan to the outskirts of Suwon, the WOlfhounds inflicted
an estimated‘lglgo éﬁemy casualtiss, This oﬁeration effectively
eliminated enemy opposition in the area. | .
The 27th then continued to participate in the drive north
éo the Han. On Februery 16, Lt. Col. Check, gommander of the First
Battéliong succeeded Cole J. H, ﬁichaelis as regimental commander.
Col. "Mike,"™ nominated to becéme & brigadier general, was named
assistent division cdmmander of the 25th Division.
On the morning of March 7, the Wolfhounds; spearheaded by
the Third Battalion, crossed the Hen River under the greatest artillery
barrage of the Korean campaign. Under the thundering fire of massed
tanké and guné and a sky étreaked by tracers streaming from .50
caliber machine guns, the 27th stormed across the wide river and
deep into enemy lines. In the words of one Wolfhound, "it looked

like a shooting gallery with the lights out."

Members of the Third Battalion paved the way for the
offensive by crossing the Han in assault boats against heavy enemy
artillery asnd machine gun fire. To gain its objective, the Third
Battalion was forced to cross 700 yards of beachhead, completely
exposed. The drive was of such unrelenting‘fupy-that the enemy
reglment fled in panic after suffering heavy casualties. The spear-
head was so effective that the Third Battalion won the Distinguished
Unit Citation for its bravery. |

The offensive rolled on with a minimum_of effort as Seoul
fell with comparative ease. It was not until March 23 that the
advancing Second and Third Battalions met heavy Red resistance. But

by April 1, the Wolfhounds were advancing at a slow pace toward
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Yongpyong and the Chorwon Valley. Soon the 27th was sending probing
attacks t6 the base of the Red "Iron Triangle," the strategic enemy
supply strongpoint. o - R | |

: Early on April 23, the Communists retorted with three
hammer 1ike blows at the 97th 8 line. As the eneny drive increased,‘
the Wolfhounds withdrew with adjacent units to a line north of Seoul,
strong ‘positions’ tnat were destined to take the starch out of the Red
drive. And with the end of April came the virtual end of the Chinese

and North Korean push. | | o ’
‘ o Despite the bitter Red resistance and numerous attempts tob
thwart the 27th's creeping advances, the base of the "Iron Triangle
once again fell into UNkhands."It:was'june 12 when the reginentf
consolidated a static front to bring tne swing north to an abrupt halt.
On the anniversary of the 27th‘s landing in Korea, the
Wolfhounds lost their commander. July 10 the WOlfhounds said goodbye
to Col. Chec¢k who was returning to the States'for reassignment. Lt.
Col. George B. Sloan became his successor. Following a three~§eek
bresther in reserve, the regiment moved back on line. Strong patrols
probed behind enemy lines, but unlike recent months 1little contact
could be made with Red forces. | . | a
August found the Wolfhounds back in familiar territory-« N

Kumhwa, at the base of the "Iron Triangle. Days were spent
strengthening the vital positions and at night vigorous patrols
pressed a quiet enemy.. On August '8, a8 fierce enemy attempt to break
the Wolfhound roadblock in Kumhwa failed and the Reds were sent |

stumbling back into the protective darkness.
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During the first part of September, the Wolfhounds began
to meke preparations for an offensive ﬁhat was scheduled to come
off in the middle of the month., The newly-formed 14th Regiment
was attached to the 27th and went into position near Nungkogae.

This was to be the first actién of the sister regiment, comprised
almost wholly of new men.

At daylight on September 12, the Second Battalion of the
27th crossed the line of departure and made contact with the enemy
& half houﬁ later. Simultaneously the First Battalion attackéd and
three hours later the Third Battalion Joined the assaults The
Chineée clung tenaciously from their almost impregnable positions,
pouring dowh an intense hail of fire on the attacking Wolfhounds.

By late afternoon, the objective had been taken by the
27th and when darkness enveloped the battered rubble of Kumhwe that
night, the Wolfhounds lay quietly on their newly-won positiéns
northeast of Kumhwa on Hill 538 and expectantly waited for a possible
counterattack. The Reds failed to contest the sudden attack and
patrols had difficulty dra;ing the enemy from his positions.

With the beginning of November there was still no progress
in the Kzeson armistice negotiations and the frontlines were guiet,
'save for the light probing patrols which continued to go into enemy
‘territory. The second Korean winter was quite different from the
first in another respect. There was enough warm clothing to keep
every man in the regiment protected from the cold which had taken
its toll in the winter months of 1950, |

As the Christmas seasson approsched, the 27th moved with

‘the 25th Division into Corps reserve. In their ares near Hwachon
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the wolfhounds quickly made tneir preoarations for the holidayo It
was here a few days before Christmas that Col Sloan left the | Lii
regiment o join the Eighth Army staffe Lte COlo Norman B. Edwards‘
assumed command. With the arrival of the new comnanding officer |
came ‘s new assignment for the WOlfhoundso' _

On December 26, the regiment 1eft forAtherport of‘lnchon
to board transport ships headed for the island of Koje, five miles
off the southern tip of Korea° Aboard the transports the troops ‘
learned their job would be to prov1qe securitv on the small island
where. thousands of prisoners of war and civilian internees were‘
confined. o | o | |

AL Koje the Wolfnounds maintained their sharpness and
combat efficiency through an extensive training probram wnich meant
field problems, firing ranges and marcheso All units toox part in
guarding the' internees on a 24-hour basis. Busy days of training
made time pass cuiczly and there were no incidents in the prison
camp until the middle of Februaryo"' o -

The' trouble began at dawn February 18 1952 when 750 of
the Third Battalion s battlemhardened troons went through the twin ‘
barbeduwire fences into the notorious Comoound 62@” Their job was to
line up the 5 OOO civilian internees inside for rescreening in a
final check to ascertain if any non-COmmunists were held in the camp.'
Suddenly a fanatic Red mob poured three abreast9 with arms linked, )
out of thelr tents and huts shouting°#"Kill the Americanso‘.They are

enemies'W
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Commanded by Maj. John J. Klein, men of the battalion
tried to halt the internees with bayonets and then with concussion
grenades. This failed for the Reds brandished steel pickets,
Lblackjacksn‘pipesg clubs, rocks and knives. The Wolfhounds were
forced to fire before they could quell the riot. IWhen the uprising
had ended, 75 Reds lay dead and 139 injured. One American soldier
died in the riot and 79 others were injured.

As the month ended, the Wolfhounds were on their way‘back
to Korea and in March arrived in Tokxol=-1i, just ten miles behind
Heartbreak Ridge which four months earlier had been the scene of
one of the bloodiest battles of the war.

By April 1 the entire regiment had assumed positions on
Heartbreak Ridge. During the next ten months the training experience
they gained on Koje-do and at Tokkol-1li paid off for the Wolfhounds.
Patrols were sent ihto enemy territory nightly to search out the
Reds, gain information or to.check on Communist activity. Although
this war was different from the one the 27th knew in 1950, countless
stories of valor were told in small patrol clashes on the hill
slopes in front of Heartbreak Ridge. The Wolfhounds knew this was
8t1ll war, and before leaving the line for a breather in the middle
of June,; they had accounted for hundreds of enemy dead and wounded
- from the nightly ventures into no-man's land.

-+ While in res=rve, Col. Edwards, who received his full
coloneley as commander of the regiment, left the Wolfhounds to
become taéticaliaide to Gen. James A. Van Fleet, commanding general

of .the Eighth Army. Lt. Col. Leland G Cagwin, regimentsl executive

officer, was named to succeed Col. Edwards and assumed commend on
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June 16. o

In thé heat of July, the 27th went back to the static:
bunker war, this time to defend -positions near Satae-ri on the flenk
of Heaertbreak Rldge. Once again the main activity was centered
around petrols which left the Wolfhound lines each night to challenge
the éenemy on his own ground. Despite the consistent beatings they
suffered at the hands of Wolfhound patrols, the Reds put forth no
concerted effort to soften the blows which had cost them so many men,
until September 6.

Shortly after midnight, furious enemy mortar fire\pouredj
around Sandbag Castle, & strong forward outpost 35 yards from the -
Red lines‘whigh:guarded one: of the most vital sectors of the corps
frqnt,, Some 15 minutes later a reinforced olatoon of Chinese stormed
et the huge structure of sandbags and trenches. Initially, it -
appeared that the surprise attack would succeed in' cutting off the
strateglic outpost, but the gallant stand of the defendsrs broke the .’
back of the enemy attack.

- As dawn broke on the ridgeline, the Americans were still .
trading fire and enemy dead were piled up in. front of the Castle.
The position was almost completely destroyed by the intense enemy
mortar fire'whichvrained throughout the night, but not one inch of o
ground was lost. As Brig. Gen. Samuel T. Williams, commanding -
general of the 25th Infantry_pivisipn,vsaid,."Eve;yonefWho came
stayed, because they were dead."

Subsequently, Maj. Gen.. I. D. White, X Corps:commander,

in,éommendingfthe»25th>Division.forvits eight months:defense of ‘the -
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Hearﬁbreak Ridge-Punchbowl sector, said, "During this period the
division repelled many limited objective attacks without yielding a
single position or locality. The action at Sandbag Castle is probebly
the best remembered of these and exemplified the prompt, herd hitting
effectiveness of the 25th Division counteroatiacks;"

Under the leadership of Col. Albert O. Conhor, who became
comnander on September 14, the Wolfhounds continued to‘display the
samé pride andd@fiance which was so characteristic of the "Fire
Brigade" regiment during the first summer of the war. This wag
particularly evidenced in October whenlthe First Battalion planned
an unusual raid to destroy a large und=rground CP which had been
constructed on the enemy's front. As in the past, a remarkable
success resulted from the combination of skillful leaderehip; careful
planning and an invincible fighting spirit.

The raiders, armed with weapons, grenedes and high explosives,

- moved quietly toward the enemy positions in front of Sandbag Castle

an houm before dawn. Disregarding thick enemy fire, the raiders
rushed up to the tunnels and set off the charges in air vents only a
few feet from the entrance to the CP. The terrific explosion that
followed left more than 20 enemny deed littering the ground and many
more were believed to have been killed inside the CP. In recognition
of this outstending raid, Maj., Gen. I. D. White, X Corps commender,
visited the regimentoto present personally a letter of comzendation
to the members of the raiding party.

Before the month closed, the Wolfhounds were in Army

reserve starting on a training program. But before the schedule
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was in full swing the 27th.returned to a sector of the front it had
defended on two previous occasions--the Chorwon-Kumhwa area at the
base of the Iron Triangle. Patrols pressed deep into no-man s land,:
but seldom encountered the enemy in strength. A month 1ater, the
27th pulled off and spent tne Christmas holidays in reserve.

As 1953 dawned there were many new faces in the regiment;
many neQ men who had not yet tasted_the fighting 1anorea. As did
thelir more experienced comredes,itheseimen knew that the& had -
beoome'part of a fenous fighting unit, members of a regiment which
had won honors and recognition from the Philippines tovKorea--and.
owned anbimpressive record torprope it And as these men charged
over wooded hills and snow~covered fields in practice for the 27th's
next assignment at the front they were confident that they would
carry on what is not easy to explain in any words other than the

.“Wolfhound tradition."”

% w % ®
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THE STORY OF THE “WOLFHOUND ORPHANAGE"

. On Christmas Day, 1949, hardly more than four yeavs after_
the forces of Japan and the United States flred their last shots in
the bitter World War, the Wolfhounds opened one of the most unusual
and heartwarming stories in the hlstory of the Amerlcan army.

For it was on that day the men of the 27th Infantry
Regiment made their first contribution to the HolyrFamily_Home, a
Japanese orphanage on the outskirts of QOsaka, What the‘Wolfhoundal
saw on their first V1sit to the orbhanage, they could not easily
forgets They remembered the unhe=ated rooms, and the unpainted walls,
the rags ‘and the tiny bowls of rice. The voluntary donations
continued the next month and the month after that,

Before longyithe regimental surg:son and the dentist were
making frequent visits to the nearby orphsnage to check on the
health of the children. Soon, all thevorphans were eating better
food and wearing new clothes. As the donations grew, plans were
drawn for a new building to replace the rickety former Japanese
Army barracks which the children wsre calling honme.

Then the thunder of war raged in Korea and the Wolfhounds
were sent across the Sea of Japan to become the Eighth Army's
"Pire Brigadee”v The regiment was rushed from one weak spot to
enother to plug.breaks in the sagging United Nations line. But
even 1n this desperate situation, the 27th didn't forget its little
children in Osaka. On the first payday in Korea, the men passed
helmets from forhole to foxhole and collected the largest donation

up to that time.

31



The Wolfhounds never falled in their monthly collections
and on Christmas Day, 1952, the third anniversary of that first visit,
the total donations passed the amazing figure of $125 OOO with no end
in sight.' No unit has ever matched this generosity which ie as :
characteristic of the 27th Regiment as its unusual eSprit de corps. a

Japanese children for years to come will remember the kind
soldiers of the 27th---and the daily prayers of the orphans may account
in no small part for the spectacular success of their "foster fathers
who went to Korea'to fight for ‘the freedom and haopiness which they )

hoped the little children already were enJOJlng. '
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WHAT THEY SAY

Comments on the 27th Infantry Regiment by the American press

Wolfhounds! The name t0 most Americens is synonymous
with the famed fighting regiment that came like a scourge of
troplc lightning into the war. Back in Japan the Wolfhounds
have another significance---the hands of the American soldier
stretched out to weakness and pain. The hands they extend are
human. We knew the hands and the men who were fitted to them...
reckless spenders of affection...gentlemen...scrappers...
warriors abroad.

==Timothy J. Mulvey in his book,
. "These Are Your Sons"

To f111 the crucisl gap, Gen. Walton Walker celled on
an infantry regiment which had won a reputation as the finest
fighting machine in Korea.

=Life Magazine

Qutfits ilke the 27th (Wolfhound) Infantry Regiment
wanted to justify the publicity about them. They knew they were
supposed to be good. And each individual was damned if he was
golng to do anything to disprove the theory. They were prodded
on by their own collective good opinion of themselves. Sometimes
this 1s called esprit de corps.

== Marguerite Higgins in her book,
"War 1in Korea®

The talented 27th Infantry Regiment is an outfit of
superb combat soldiers who have already built up an almost
legendary reputation in the Korean. fighting.

—Frank Conniff, Internatiocnal News Service

33




