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SUBJBCTs Action Report - SILV1R EAYO}TET-12-21 November 1965 
(Cent) 

The arrivial of B Co increased the force in the eastern 
(I. l/5 Cav and 2/7 Cav c18r.:ents fomed a perinet.e:::-

to the southes.st) to 190 personneL A per.rneta17 Wt.S .fomed \-:h:Lch 
c0vereG. -che LZ & the open field· to the eas-to .Arti:Lj e:cy & .Air strikes v1ere 

continunus1y ringing the LZ and perjneter to perve:'lt the enemy fron orgariizing 
a c01mtcr attack. IlJ.uminA.tion from Sf'nl<y Bear was pro7;;.<l 1;,d thx·o1l.,S!1out the 
nig!'lt and greatly fa('.;i.J.i'l:ated def8nse of t:b.e areao .At appro:x:unately 2400 
hours 2 UHlD aircraft fl' OI.'l C Co 229th AH Bn were brought into the LZ to 

10 of the most seri0us casualties as well as dGliver MG 
Other aircraft were brought to· an LZ in the A 1/5 Cavl · area for evacuation 
of their serious casualties. 

One platoon of C Co 2/7, 21 all wounded, foroed a small 
isolated from the 2 larger ones earlier in the afternoon and was kept secure 
by close in .Artillery firG.. At apprn:x:unately 2200 hm.u·s a l}n.trcl from ll. 
1/5 Cav nace contA.ct with this platoon and thanost serious 
as \'lell as leaving additional force with then to insm:e secu.ri ty r: f the group 
as it was impossible t o evaC'I.lr'ltG all -the casual ties at that tioe. 

During the night 2 wounded NCO's r.mr..aged to ev2.de the V .c who lw,(: 
them and ma2i.:e the:l.r way to the 'Bn per:inetero Both we:x;e eva.cuutecl 

above nentioned aircrafto Thr::y both indj.catec: tha.t the eneny hnd': boen 
"" hl •. ""t ny both friendly ground ai:J: fi:ce during the day &. th8.'li the 

force \\'FI.J a one" 'l'hey indicated that the enemy was last 
J.ooc:d;ed nlcng ".;he nf'-:-t.:1crn & i·ieutern eGge 0f the Bn perimeterc Conti.."l.ucus 

& llrtill e·;_•y fir•.: placed on the sa areas t ·o p:r-:Hent eneny 
tionc. 

IU:rir{:;' J 8 Ncn;e'":}·!::s:s:- the bfl. ttalio:1 enla:::::-ged the LZ perim.ete:r oi'ter 
l:Lr..k:i.ng up ·w.ith eler:!e::·:;,:; p:;-.E'/'Jt'..'JLJ cu:i; ..... 1J'!, The ba'i:;talj.0n out 
:i:'ron the perinete:::::- & .t:u.:>Gver60. '"ounded and friendly end 
en<=:.r1y eq_uipnont and Wt:d.po;is" The of friendly ancl eneny dead? 
revealed thFt.t much of 'the action had taken place at point-blank 

It iv8.s also obvious t hat th13 eneny had to kill fr:.i.endly wnundecl 
anc had looted sene of bodies. Co 1/5 reinforced \>li'Gh Co 
2/5 Cav, arrived a t the LZ at 180900 Novenber and assisted in the work 

of reclanationo They retu:rned to J./5 Cav control for nove eastward· to 
LZ COL1.ITv!BUS at 1400 hnu.rs G 

Tile enlar ged perinetur was occupied f or the !'light cf 18 november by 
all eleF1ents of the · 2/7 a AJ.•tillery was located a t LZ COLUKBUS , 
to the eA.st And LZ CROOKS to the wes-t,. The n.rtillery a t force CROOKS 1vr..s 

· firing at Max range and able to reac:h the southwest side of tho battclion 
per:ineter. The attack on LZ CCLUMBUS diverted plan."l.ed e:i.r strikes to that 
area & Sonky Bear illumin<1t ion was concentrated over & CROOKS for 
nost of the night.. 13 J,LBA:N! area was diMly illuminated the 

night. lm air strike w-as 0alled on tile eastern flanlc of the 
perimeter at 2400 hour-s -to 1)reakt:t() any c<"'r.sent:ration of eneny which 1:1ay 
have wi thdra:t;::-;. \>;est•tTRJ:•d LZ CCLU}i;J3US o 

The nc:"r.i :1f tt-,8 .L ')t;h was spe:rd, in reoGve:.:•y of dec;.c & 
equipnent@ L tadieal >i.f't c.f A'G:B.I\lU was the 1t•.si; 

_._ element a·t ::;40 C1osil}t;' at LZ CROOKS ai: 1350 hour8. 
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24 vember 1965 

SUBJECT• !!Iter Action rteport - OPERATION STIVER BAYONN.i:-12-21 Novenber 1965 
(cent) 

The :Battulion s0our.e} n, "I'Jo·r·t:l.on 9·~ the :,z 'Je~1..f.1eter, with 2/5 Ca.v 
securing the rer.~a:l.nd ~.r·. :;;~u-ing"" tho night -t=--,•o oo.r.in:r.' r0U~1.dS f~ll on Co 
J)ts :position, causing no c:as-ua.ities~ but no oiitwr eneDy nntivity WM 

encountered. 
At 201145 Novenber the last elenents 6.:' the 1.Jn.tte~lion de:parted. LZ 

CROOXS for Car.~p &.'l.lloway, where i ·t r9:c:::~.ined over.1ight l~es -~i:ng and p:cep2.X~ 
for t he e10ve back to .t .. N· IG.-£8~ At 211600 Novenber ~lihe battalion depa:r.tec1 

Gru:tp Hallow~ by roan r>nd arrive~ at AN !CitE at 1830o 
b. (1) :EilerJY ca sual tiess Killed Wounded 

303-(~c) . 150 ~est) 
100 (be) 

FxlG:.idly co.c>ual ties s Kl& HIJ. Ef.:lh 
ll9 124 (j 

(2) Captured Eneny Weapons: 33 lliG 7 .62nn, 112 rifles 7 • 62mm, 
5 norte.:r bipods~ 4 morte:r. ·~u·oes 82r.n:l 7 2 mortar sights, 2 rocket launchers, 
}_;,oases mortf\X .t'uzes, 3 ID1G '( .. 62r:JIJo . 

(3) Captured Eneny foodstuf.f , medicnl suppliesr othe:r materie.Js 
2l. -pf'.ck~ e~c1 .. cuntaining rice ±-ation for about five deyso 

(4) En.emy eqmtpr.~ent destroyed : 4 rocket lau.Yl.cherst 6 IMG 7.62 
Jl>D : 2 ourtc-• .::·s 82m:l, 100 rj fleA 7 .. 6?1r; m 1 ;. ~n.uo"' .... ·uclw 1-: .]A.Jmoh n:r- cr:uT1.1UU tion. 

2. I·h"-'38GNS U''J,mn::u: -- ·-- . ~ ·-.-·. -·· -· ...._ 
u<> Opere:cJ.•J~Js o:n or nea:r the edge of the batteJ.:i..on e.:re of OJ;O::?a·~J.on 

!"'""~' 'h"' ·r·•:n-y ("iJ.":X·ful.i.y ~O·.J:r./Un.n-:;ecl with :c.eighboring w.i:imo 
b. :Bad':-pa.~~ :.oj.:i_ os must be oar:J.vtalnged, as radio _o:per2.tor~ .?...re 

pr:ioe tm:gets of the t'D u;:ly., 
Co Mo:re atiiu;::.~J. on m.U?.·~ be pG.."'~d to individual camou.fl:'lga 7 to include 

use of canouflage s~::L·:..: , 

d~ 1~ t firs 't eontn.ut with the ene.;ny ~ cei'",;a.:i.J?. nan should be designated 
to spre~ all trees wi:thin range in order to flush 011t snipers., 

e. Vnenever . pos:::d."c le a ·..rfxlge or V - ty:pf; foro::d;ion shoulcl be usGC!. 
r ather then a col~. 

f. J.rtillery prop . .1.ration or ai.r strikes ;~~1~~1.::.J.:': 1.1e delivered on 
~..Y LZ just prior to i ·.:s oc,~nx(xriiion. by .friendly fo:rc2s~ 

go Every leao11.r~ t:o include squad leaders~ shotl.ld carr.J at leo.st 
one sooke grenadeo 

h. Every leadcr1 at least dmm to platoon sergeant level, should 
have a COI!lpass e..nd a map, and should ru:vm.ys bave his loontion accu:rc.tely 
plotted. 

i. /.rtillery should be used as an assist ·to l Dx~cl nevigation·o 
j. f,.ll LZ 's- regardless of their size should b6 considered to be 

under the observatio~ and fire by the eneoy. 
k. Trees must be used by friendly troops as ops as we·ll Q.S s!liping 

position .. 
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