S FIE] UARTERS
s 2D BATTALION, TTH CAVA
e i 1ST CAVAIRY DIVISION (A

TOs Commanding Officer |, .
3d Bde, 1lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile)
: 4

/
1, ACTIVITY FOR THE PFRJOD = 12-21 Nevémber 1965
8o .2/7 Cav was initially assigned the mission of securing LZ's and
conducting search and clear operations in the vicinity of Chu Don Mountain,
also %en kilometers south east of Plel Meo LZ's were selected at ATLANTA
(2V178919), BIRMINGHAM (ZV181921), and CHARLESTION (2ZV195912). {
50 The battalion began its move by air from AN ITHE airstrip at 1205%0
November, Using four CV-2's and eventually two «C-125's, The Battalion closed
~ into STADIUM, south of Plei Kue at 1230, The move from STADIUM to the eperational
~  area began at 1145, with the Ift-off of Co A and the reconnaissance platoon
;;jﬁi?rfor IZ ATLANTA, An air stirike at the base of the mountein began at 1140 and
. .was terminated about two minutes before the landing of the initial elements,
is soon as the aircraft could make the return trip, Co B moved to LZ BIRMINGHAM
and Co C moved to LZ CHARLESTION., The 1lift was complete at 1545, and at 1600
Go  moved out to the last, stopping for the night at 1735. Biry B, 1/17
Arty et vp at 1Z ATUANTA in order to provide fire support in the battalionis
area of cperation,
{n 1% November. Co B moved out at ©£400 along axis LMICON, across the
northem slopes of Ciy Don lMountaine At 0600 Co C moved out on axis GRAPE,
south of the mowntain. Both companies were using as an objective assembly
area DECATUR(Z7840962), The plan called for the entire battalion to re-
assemble in this area to wmepare for further operations to the east, Five
phase lines were designated along readily identifiable terrain fectures
i _about 1500 meters apart. By mid-morning it became apparent that the terrain
.along axis GRAPE permitted movement at a rate of approximately 1000 metcrs
~_ /per hour, while that along axis LEION restricted movement to a rate of not
~— — ‘more than 300 meters per hour. Therefore, at 1230, Co C was ordered to turn
s ﬂnor*h around the eastern end of the mountain and move %o a position on axis
. LEMON, Meanwhile, Co A conducted reconnaissance patrols to the west and
-south and the regonnaissance platoon used three LZ's to conduct short air-
 foot patrols north of Chu Don Mountain, There was no contact.
2 At 1427 the command helicopter radioed thet it had received fire at
- ZV164998. 4 check wes made with brigade and with 1/7 Cav, who both reported
no friendly troops at that locntion. The AT platoon was organized as a
reaotian force and left LZ ATLANTA tY helicopter to atback the position from
: - which the fire had come, The platoon landed at 1640 following a short artillery
] end ARA preparation, Once on the ground, the platoon sergeant reportcd that
friendly trcops wore in the arca. The wnit was a company of L/7 Covy and had
two men slightly womded. Whils thees men were being evasuated and the AT
platoen was being esirasted; the command helicopier ogain drew fire fron ZV
163955 at 1702, A% L1740 avtillery fire was brought in on that locetion.
Resulis were wmknown, : '
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During the night Co A set up tw arbushes nsar Lz ATLANTA. Co B spent
the night at 2V912248 and Co C at 7ZV972250, A% 1950 a repowt was received
from 3d Brigade S-2 th~t an infiltration route had been discovered north of

~_the mountain, and Co C was given the mission of setting up ambushes along
that route during the next day.

On 14 November B and C companies continued their sweeping mission north
of Chu Pon Mowntain., The recconnaissance platoon and AT platoon conducted
patrols near ATLANTA, The oaly results of these patrols were storage huts
destroyed at V120893 and a 4C0 meter square field of pun’jl stakes discovered
at 77148923, (o A remained in reserve, securing LZ ATLANTA., At 1200 an air
strike was made in the arca from which the command helicopter had drawn fire

'~ the previous day., Fesults were unknowne
Co B was designated to return to ST'DIUM to act as a security force,.
and by 1155 had arrived at PZ which required extensive clearing before it
could be used. Extraction bet;an at 13%0, and two platoons had been moved to
ST.DIW! when 3d Bde ordered 2/7 Cav %o attach Co B to 1/7 Cav, then heavily
== engaged with the enimy at LZ X-RAY (YAD40010). The company (-) moved directly . ~
b0 LZ X-RAY, and by 1900 the entire company had closed into'%hat location..
s Co C was designated as security force at STADIUM, and was picked up
by CH-47; the last 1ift clearing the PZ at 1714, During the night, Co L
. ——=—estebliched an ambush north of Lz ATLANTA, ~
A A% 150750 movauber, Co A was attached o 1/7 Cav, ond by 0900 had
. comploted its lift—off for X-RAY. The battalion (~) was ordered to move
by air to LZ MACON (Yi235C52), and by 1%C5 had closed into that location, -
7 The plan called for Biry B, 1721 artillery, to move into the Lz, Co 4, 1/5
S Qav to relieve 2/7 Cex (=) and the basialion to proceed on foot south to
: >, the La Irang Piver, crssy, and estabiish a positioi oh the south banks
- However, the LZ was tco mawmshy to provide a suitable position for artillerxy,
2 so the battery desplaced to LZ GOLUMBUS (YA9740%6)e At 1445 the battalion
(-) noved out, and reached the river after about one hour of marching, The
“river was found to be wnfordable; and the battalion (~) was then ordered
%o proceed by air to LZ COLUMRUS. A svitable PZ was found about 400 neters
orth of the river, and the battalion (~) c¢losed into LZ COLUMBUS at 183C.
47 COLUMDUS had been secured by the reconnaissance platoon at 1540,
and C0 % 1/5 Cav had been directed there from L% MLGON. Sufficient aircraft
werc 10t available to move Co D (=) and the hendquarters elements other than
the sommend group, so they were forced to spend another night at LZ LTLLNTL
~ wnder the comand of the battalion excoutive officers Co Ly 1/5 Caw, was
attached to the battalion, and the night was spent in providing security for
- 1% COLUMBUS,. '
Between 0350 and 0700 on 16 November, Co B, with the 3d platoon of Co
L attrched , repulsed continuous attrck by PAVN battalicn around LZ X-R4Y.
L% 0400 the battalion (~-) weceived an order 4o move %0 LZ X~RAY and relieve
“the 1/ 7 Caves At C6L3 the battalion (=) moved oul on foot, and reached L7  *
o X-RLY 2k 0916, No enamy activity was encouwntered, but cne man in Co ¢ wrs
_ womded by [T,
Lt 2500, the last elwments of 1/7 Cav, with.Co B and 3d Plt, Co 4,
st:‘l.ll attached, cleared 1Y X-Ray oy air for Camp Eallowny, A% 1800 Co D
(=) ané the readquarters elenents that hod been left at L7 ATLANTA arrived
%o rejcin the batieiions During the night the battalion, with the 2/5 Cav
- reneined in a defensive position arouwnd the LZ.

(2)




? W7o - Fidke ',
o s . A~ ;e = 3
! : ; : . ) : O

\ 7 \

' ::”:~ I.V‘G]K-SA 24 November 65

s

SUBJZCTs After Action Report -~ OPERATION SILVIER BAYONET-12-21 November 1965
(Cont) .

BEvery ectivity was limited to sniper fire and a few artillery or mortax
rounds fired into Co Cis position.
% 171000 November, 2/5 Cav moved out on foot for IZ COLUMBUS. 2/T
Cav followed directly behind it; with its destination L7 ALBANY (YA945043) 5
Lfter proceding about 2000 meters, the battalion tuimed rorthwest in order
to rench LZ ALBLNY, and about 200 mehcrs shori of the LZ the lead elements
~ in the colunn toock “wo prisoners without any resistance, TUnder questicning,
“{hese two men said the’ Ihiy weve sick and had no furdher desire to fights
e said that he was from the 3% Regt and the other said that he was fron
the 180 Regto Inwview: of later developments, it appers that these two nen
- - - - were 'an outpest or an eneny forcs oceuping an assenbly arca.
: L% 1%07 the wscon platoon atbtached to A Co, which was short of the
" platoon which had accompenied the 1/7 Cav and B Co 2/7 from X-Ray the
~ previous day, had cleared thru the western edge of the objective arce LZ sites.
- Aleng with 2 platoong of A Co which were to the south & north respectively -
~- of 17 AIRANY. The remainder of the battalion was in dispersed cclumn t0
~%he east of the objestive aren, C Co 2/7, D 2/7, Hq's elemsnts of 2/7 &
= 4 00 1/5~ &s the waits were moving into the LIBLNY LZ area to take up
‘ pesitions snell ams fire from ent hills & brees comuenced. L1l perscnnel
 begen to retuwmm fire at the well conceizd eneny positions. The intensity
" of the cammy five increased & eatnmy mortar fire bagane TIndividuals and
gnail wniis returmed the fire and as the in%ensity of the enemy fire
increased uwnits attwapied tc consolidate Ho increase «ffectivensss of their
. fire & redude confuzicm caused by all arownd enemy fire. It socn becane
- eppavent that the hatizilon had encowntered a large, well dispersed & well
conceied enemy Force, [ Go % D Co wore subjected o intense flanking
entozatic weapons fire as well a3 moriar fires € Co altemplied to nove
westwerd to joun the icoward urits arcund the PZ erea bubl were unsuccessful
‘ © due to the intensity & accdracy of enemy fire which killed or wounded alnost
| . 21l the officer end NCO leaders in the company. D Co & Hq's elements were
“forced to move toward the scutheast to 1ink up with A 1/5 Cav which had
guffered heavy casuallties in its lead elenents, C(ontinuing mortar &
'::::%::j,,é,u‘bomatic weapons fire prevented these units from linking up with the
. ..-jelenents at the LZ area. The eneny then c¢losed between the 2 elements and
/' continued to fire on both simultaneously. The elements of C, D, Hy's &
S 1/ 5 were despersed in terrain heavily grassed & forrested & exact locatiions
. of these elenents was difficult to determine so that ixiillery, Air Force
. & LR. fire could be placed on gnemy loccbions., ifter approxminate locations
.. of friendly elements had been determined, ARL was brought in, followed
by an air strikes The initial air strike delivered napalm on en eneny
‘company in process of attacking the corimand group firom the western flanks.
The napalm was dropped within 100 yds of the friendly troops., Some of the
~eneny broke into the cpen and were killed by small arms fire, while others
withdrew. Sniring & avtomatic fire were exchanged between friendly forces
cn the ecstrrn side of the L7 and eneny forces across a samall fiell %o the
easteortinre mili friendiy arvillery & ARA fire began to {dll in the area.
Bheny fire gredualiy olackened, aad ceased abous 180UJe At 1825, Co B
rejoined the baittelion, landing in UHLD!se The aircraf% received suteonmatio o
fire while eirborne, buhk nome were saoriously damageda
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The errivial of B Co increased the force in the eastern perimetar
(& 1/5 Cav and 2/7 Cav clements formed a perineter approxumately 500-700
meters to the southeast) to 190 personnel. A perimeter was formed which
covered the LZ & the open field to the easto, Artiliecy & Air strilkes were.
continuously ringing the LZ and perimeter to perven® the enemy from orgarid zing
a comnter attacke Illumination from Seriky Bear was provided throughout the
night end greatly facililated defense of the area. At approxunateiy 2400
hours 2 UHID aircraft {vrom ¢ Co 229th AH Bn were brought inte the LZ to
evacuate 10 of the most serious casualties as well as deliver MG ammunitions
Other aircraft were brought into’an LZ in the A 1/5 Cavg area for evacuation
s of their serious casualties. :
e One platoon of C Co 2/7, 21 men, all wounded, formed a small perimetcr
isolated from the 2 larger ones earlier in the afternoon and was kept secure
= by close in Artillery fira. At approxunately 2200 hours a pabrel from A
Wik 1/5 Cav made contact with this platoon and evacuated the most serious casualties
, as well as leaving additional force with them to insure security ~f the group
. as it was impossible to evacuate all the casualties at that time.
T During the night 2 wounded NCO's maraged to evade the V ¢ who had
~~ oapbured them and make their way to the Bn perimeter. Both wexe evacuated
‘oy above mentioned aircraft. They both indicated that the enemy hadi been
- badly hwet by both friendly ground & air fire during the day & that the
force was a la’ge one, They further indicated that the enemy was last
Jocated along the nerthern & western edge of the Bn perimeter. Continucus
. Mir & Artillery fire was placed on thess areas t0 prevent further enemy
consontratvion. i
Turing 18 Novenbsr the battalion enlarged the LZ perimeter after
lirking vp with elements preously cui-uff, The battalion patroiled out
. frem the perimeter & ruoovered dezad and wounded personnel and friendly and
© eneny equipment and weapong. The interminling of friendly and eneny dead,
revealed that much of the action had taken place at point-blank range,
~ It was also cbviocus that the enemy had attempted to kill friendly wounded
and had looted scme of their bodies, o A, 1/5 Cov, reinforced with Co B,
2/5 Cavy arrived at the LZ at 180900 November and assisted in the work
of reclanation. They returned to 1/5 Cav control for move eastward to
LZ COLUIMBUS at 1400 hourse.
The enlarged perimetcr was occupied for the night of 18 november by
all elements of the‘2/7. vpporting Artillery was located at LZ COLUMBUS,
10 the east and LZ CROOKS to the west. The artillery at force CROOKS was
— firing at max range and only able to reach the southwest side of thc battalion
perineter. The attack on LZ CCLUMBUS diverted planned air strikes to that
area & Somky Bear illumination was concentrated over COLUMBUS & CROOKS for
- nost of the night. 12 LLBANY area was dimly illuminated throughout the .
_night. An air strike was called on the eastern flank of the Battalion
perimeter at 2400 hours to breakup any consentration of enemy which may
have withdravy westward Ifrom LZ COLUMBUS. :
‘ The merning of the 19th was sperd in further reccvery of dead &
equipment, & tacileal IifY oul of AUBANY was accompiished, the last
. element departing at 740 hours, C(Closing at LZ CROOKS at 1350 hours.
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(cont)

The Battalion seoure? a vortion wf the L7 werimeter, with 2/5 Cov
 securing the remainder, Iuring the night two morvar roun.dg f»ll on Co

D's position, causing no casualties, bul no othcr eneny aciivity was
encountered, ’ '

A%t 201145 November the last elements of the battel}on departed. LZ'
CROCKS for Camp Halloway, where it remained overnight res*:ing and prepariyg
for the move back to AN Ki¥., At 211600 Noveriber Yhe batbalion depanted
Carmp Hallowsy by road ~néd arrived at AN IHE at 1830,

, b 1) Eneny casualties: Killed Wounded
B it . ( ) 303 bc ) mt)
e | 100 ébc
f Frieudiy casualtiess KIA WIA MaA

: _ . 119 124 8
e (2) Ceptured Mneny Weapons: 33 IMG T.62rm, 112 rifles 7.62miy
- 5 norter bipodsy 4 morter tubes 82rm, 2 mortar sights, 2 rocket launchers,
-~ 3, cases mortar fuzes, 3 HNG 7.02mm.
' : (3) Ceptured Enemy foodstuff, medical suppliesy; other materisls
21 packs eaclh cuntaining rice ration for about five days.
(4) Baemy equipment destroyeds 4 rocket launchersy; 6 INMG 7.62
. 2 norters 821:11!1, 100 xi ﬂeﬂ 7.6?mm, % vaves rockot lanncher enmmition,.

2. LFESSONS LEARNTD: .
s OUperatiocus on or near the edge of the battalion are of opcxation
puet he wury carefully sovmdinated with reighboring units.
e _ be Badk-pack radios must be canouliaged, as radio operators are
~ prime taxrgets of the cnuny, '
Co More atiention must be paid to individual camouflage, to include
use of camouflage stiiics '
de At first contact with the ememy, cebiein man should be designated
to sprey all itrees within range in order to flush cut snipers.
e €. Vhenever possitle a wedge or V - type formation should be uscl
rather than a column.
fo Lrtillery preparation or air sirikes chould he delivered on
any IZ just prior to its occupation by friendly forces.
; 8o DIvery leader, to inciude squad leaders; should carry at least
one smoke grenade.
- he Every leader, at least down to platoon sergeant level, should
~___ have a compass and a map, and should always bhave his location accurately
g plotted. :
is Artillery should be used as an assist to land navigation, :
Js L1l LZ's regardless of their size should be considered to be
under the observatiog and fire by the enemy. :

ke Trees must be used by friendly troops as ops as well as sniping

positiona




2000 P ETERS
7 /?/;ﬂﬂoa"




