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HEADQUARTERS

U 1ST BATTALION, 7TH CAVALRY

1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE)
APO San Francisco, California- 96490

9 December 1965

'SUBJECT: After Action Report, IA DRANG Valiey“Opération'ls: Battalion,
: ~ 7th Cavalry 14-16 November 1965 .- TSI ARL

TO: Commanding Officer ,
’ 3d Brigade .

1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile)

APO US Forces 96490 .

" I. GENERAL:

During this-operatioh, I was the Commanding Officer of the lst
- . Battalion, 7th Cavalry. On 23 November 1965, I was promoted and turned
~ over the battalion to my successor., : . '

II. BACKGROUND:

;o ~ A, 'On 10 November the battalion moved from the base camp-at
" An Khe, coordinates BR476476, by CV-2 to a forward airstrip and assembly
- area south of Pleiku, coordinates ZA198340. From there, all companies
‘were shuttled the same day by UH-1D into a search and destroy operation
~.in an area to the east of Plei Me, vicinity coordinates ZA2007 to ZA7606,
We conducted saturation patrolling through the 12th with light contact
by only Company A. We also conducted a civic action program supplying
medical aid and USOM food to Mentagnard village, population 200, ' ,
coordinates ZA237073, On the 12th, the Assistant Division Commander « A,
. during a visit to the battalion, indicated to the Brigade Commsander ‘
~-that he had no objection to the latter sending a battalion into the
IA DRANG Valley. This we took as an alert and began a map study. On
- 13 November, the battalion was moved on brigade orders to a new area of
- operations south and southwest of Plei Me. Once again saturation
patrolling was conducted out of ‘company bases throughout the day with
no contact.  Company B was airlifted after 1500 hours into the Brigade
! CP area as security, and for an immediate reaction force under Brigade
control. It closed into position by 1800 hours,

B. At approximately 1700 hours, the Brigade Commander and
I visited the Company A CP south of Plei Me. During the visit, the
Biigade Commander gave me orders to execute an assault by helicopter
R into the IA DRANG Valley, north of CHU PONG Mountain early the next .
~~'" . morning with & mission of conducting search and ‘destroy operations




.cluded an early morning airlifc

~— — g . —_ \

through the 15th. The area of operations was pointed out on the map
and he informed me that we would be supported from LZ FALCON, coord-
inates ZA023032, by two batteries of 105mm howitzer artillery - one of

which would be moved by air from PLEI ME early on the l4th prior o our
/

assault.

C. I returned to my CP near Plei Me; formulated a tentative
plan; issued instructions to my st procured further details from
3d Brigade Headquarters and the supporting helicopter unit; and issued
a warning order to my unit commanders, staff, and supporting alements.
3y 2200 hours, 13 November, all preparations had been accomplished wnic
were possible without an actual air reconnaissance. Arrangements in-
of Company B back to PLEI ME: direction
to the commanders of A and C Companies to concentrate their elements at
first light in the largest pick-up zone(s) in their respective sectors;
and plans for a first light air recon by all kev commanders and statz

af¢e-

i,

officers. A time of 0830 hours was set for issuance at my CP of the
operation order.
D. At this time, the "fighting" strength of my lettarad com-

panies as they went into the operation was as follows: -
NUMBER COMMITED TO OPERATION TO&E

Officers Men OfZicers “an
Co A 3 "1‘7:“?' 4 Y A
VO ¢ K- o] 104
Co B 5 114 6 164
Co C 6 106 5 164
Co D 4 76 5 118

__=ic
The shortages were primarily due to malaria and EZTS dischargzes.

Each company also had 3 -~ 5 men at base camp at An Khe as guards, sick,

administrative retention, and base camp area development workers.

There were 8 - 10 men on R and R or about going back to prepare for
R and R. .

ITI. QOPERATIONS ON 14 NOVEMBER:

A, THE AIR RECON AND RESULTS:

J

(1) 14 November dawned bright and clear. Shortly afcer
first light at 0630 hours, Company B was returned to battalion control
at Plei Me and began making final preparations for its role as the
assault company. The Chinooks which had carried B company back where
commencing to move Battery A, lst Battalion, 21st Artillery to LZ
FALCON as planned. The air recon party had assembled and after &
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orief orientation on the purpcse cf rhe tacon, Ilignt routz, and izams
to look rfor, we took 077 in two UH-1D's 85CCTC2c DY LWC Zun Salns.

The flight route is shown cn the a-sached szeZch (Tap A). We zmade cna
south to north pass at abour 4300 fser actual; IZlew norcth past Duc Co,
coordinates YAB845253, ornizad five minuces, then flew sout:a Zenerzlliz
over tne same routz and at the same alticude, and returned o Plai Ma.
The air recen party inclucded +the Sattalicn Cemmander; S$=3; Sattaiion
Artillery Liaison Officer: Commanding Officer, Battarvy A, ls:- Zatzalicn,
21st Artillery; Commanding Officer 2 Cocmpany (4szsaul:t Companv); Scous
Section Leader, Tro C, lst Squadrom, 9:z: Cavalry; and the Commanding
Officer, Company A, ¢th dssavlt Heliceptar 2azzzlicn (Avn Co. Plbelel
Special Forecss, lst fcrces Grouog,

(2) Duriaz the air T2cen, savarzal cpen arsas -
ed by members of the recon bar-tv as 2Cssitia landing zonas in 2nd arsun-
the IA DRANG Vallew. Upcn raturn Irom the r2con az abcurs 0813 ncurs.

- . . . - . .

we raceived a2 writ-an

Zined the aras

{Tab B). I &

possibilitiss

YANKEZ (See T

0 tight, a.g.

Jeing to small

taat X-RAY and

2t one landing.

TY coperazicn orde

the Cavalry Scout § o el

dre2a o gain cetailed infeormation cn L-RAY7, YVANKZZ, the cinz

terrain, and look for signs c= gnemy a : Seczicn
i 2iv 40 minuzas wich TANKEZ

ot

0 stumps and would be
v Section confirmed

was spottad wi
ing zone. The Cava

tc ten UH-ID's at cne tfige. No $izns oI enemy activity wera detac-ac
around X-RAY, and the Cavalry Seccicn was nct firad on curing its low-
izvel recon. Several t-ails wers pickad up and their locarions ware
noted. The Cavalrv Section also T2portaed seeing commo wirz con 2 trzil
north of X-RAY which led ezst and west. No trails led through LI X-Rav.
I made my decision to land zt X-RAY w o TANGO and YANKEE a ernatas

to be used only on my order. I then
Reduced to writing, it is attached at Tab C. p?Pr

and special sc

were all my Company Commanders; the battalion staf aitf;
the lift Company Commander and his Liaison Officer to the battalicn,
the Cavalry Scout Section Leader; CO, Battery A, lst Battzlion, 21st
Artillery; and the 3d Brigade S-3. The Brigade Commander arrived du=--

ing the issuance of the order and was separately briefed shortly
thereafter. Ir was then reported to me that the two artillery batteriss
were in position, and 1 set 2 time of 1030 hours for the zssz2ult 1lz
ing with the 20 minute tube artillery preparation to be timed to be
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completed at H-Hour minus cne minute. The A and C Company Commandacs
weres then flown back to their ccmpanies. The 3 Ccmpany Ccmmancer
racurned £o his unit cn the Plai Me airstrip on a mechanical mula

The time was approximataly 0913 hours., All necessary oresaraiicns nacd
2ither been completad or wera nearing completion No proolems zad
peen raised.

Due to last minucs pesizicning of the
caused by air movement cdelays, the preparatory firas
until 1017 heurs. I was in the leacd aircra®s and a
cI these fires. They wers preclsely where required
timed with the landing of l2ad =lemencs of the assa
wers concentratad principally around the land

and high grass, and on & Zinger and in a

21zh ground northwest c X-RAY.
I the tube artillary firas
expending half their lcads - =hen
call. The 1iZ= battalion zun :
immediately aheacd of the UE-1D's., As we

2 21l door gunners firad inro =t :
anc ran from the landing

ixely enemv positions.
attalion Sergeant Major,
znd a Vietnamese national, sent down bv 3rizade

who could speak good Zanzlish. In ov ccmmand
Plei Me and over the IA DRANG Vallev were mv S-2
Officer, and Liaison Officer frecm the h
Forward Air Controller.

or best execution of their duties, for a communicasicnos ral v, anc
for an air OP. On the zround we recsived no enemy IZirs and mada no
contact upon landing. The terrain was flat and cons‘s-ad i
trees up to 100 feet high; thick elepnant grass varvin
foot to five feet; and ant hills throughout the a

I had placed :zher

cne rea up o =izn:z
Zeet high with thick brush and elepnanc grass on and around therm
Alcng the western edge of the LZ, the trees and grass were especialls
thick and extended off into the jungle cn the foothills of the mcun-
tain. Photographs of the area are at Tabs D and E. These photos werz
taken several days after the action ended hence the area is less
foliated than on 14 November when we went in. The 15 UH-1D's returned

to the Plei Me area to pick up the remainder of Company B and a port-
ion of the next company to be brought in - Company C. Thus began th
process of shuttling the battalion into the area of operations. The
time of the assault was precisely 1048 hours. i

C. SECURING OF THE LANDING ZOMNE AND INITTAL CONTACT:

(1) In compliance with my instructions, the 3 Cempanv

i




Ccmmander secured the landing zone by naving cne of his olateen izzc-
patch his scquads into differanrt areas, 30 tc 120 merarsz coff
ing zcne to reconnoiter, whilz he retained tae oalance c¢f niz

concealed in a clump of traes and f1Z% gTass near the cantar

4rea as an oilfensive striking forcs., A- asproximactsiv 1120
one of the rascon squads took a odrisoner. I lmmediatalvr -zck

d the Vietnamese, Mr. Nik ' cati e

nim. He was unarmed, drazssed

rial number on ocne of the
He stated that he had

¢ there weres three nay._”.'cns cn

—

-2 assume the C Company =zissicn cf s
t32 meuntain aresa with 2mphasis on b T c
wesI. My command chcpoer was called in and o2 prizcner was zi:an
Seck immediatelv for interrogation at the Brizade CZ. Zv zhen, LILC
ncurs, suificien: alements of Cempany 4 hacd landzd (cncopcsed z:
tzxe cver the LZ securizv mission frco Company 3. Alsc slemen-s ol
a2 Treccnnoitering plarcoen of 3 Company had made contacs wi==

- sc:::ered enemy riflemen near ths mounzain., The 3 Ccmp C Va
cresrec ¢ assume the C Company searching missicn; ¢ o >
Iilnzar lcading down towards X-2a7; and o develco rhe sizZuazica. =
Company moved out, and I directad the commancar cI & Cemrany oo
*0 mcve up into the same area cn order when Companw C had
A-34Y in sufficient STTrength to take cver LI securi~- A 13
i we were ! ol !

e} z : z
7. B Company also received some rocke- Ifire,
> (2) Shortly after the heavv fire fight began, che lzst
platcon of A Company and the chnanv CvmmqndeL and lzad elemencs cf
C Compeny landed. The Commanding Of?Lc_-,/Comoan A was orderec co

—mOve his company up on the left of B Company; to escabli
contact with it; to protect the B Company left flank
cne platoon up to B Company to assist B Company in
B Company platoon which was in danger of being cut
ing Officer, Lompany C was ordered to take up a Llocking pe
the landing zone to the south and southwest to pravent th
\being overrun from that GLYECC’Odj and to give protection

4

t
left flank. I called the S-3 in the command chopper and toid him co

b
Zzettin
£f
Lso

©

O on
o
(R

]
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aave my
lower fri
anemv a
The same

Sriorit z
cmpanies. When not firing in rasocnsa s
were to be poured in as directad above. d
forward observers, the forvard air controcller, and the artiliers
Lizison officer wers zll naving difficulsy getfing cooriinated as =s
the locations of the Isrward elements of tha cempanias. Thzrz wers
no well-defined terrain featuras £o nels and the SCrud and traes =21l
iooked alike. The air was aeavy with smoke and dust. 3 Ccmpany aad
moras problems than anv other company since 1I nad cne placceon sanac-
ataed Zrom the rest of the ccmpany in zhe jungle, and cculd ncs sraci-
selv pin point its 1o T cI cicse b 2
a

5

IThe platoon was in

ne fact that this

gver, using the teach

zhe south anc west, firas wiTs olacad wnerz caev zave sc

these two companies - especizlly Cempany 4.0 T spectica

several cdraws lcading dewn frem che mountain, and wantcad

°n enemy moriar positions sightad or suspectad cut to 21 ppoled:

Tange. Two air strikes wera also STougzhi in on the vallsw flgcer ==
the nortawest cn and near che locaricn cf the suspectad 2anemv tazzTzl-
~Cn reporied Dy higher headquariers che oravious dav ~C Thils zeinz,
Zhe most oc of the afzarcon beszan.

critical per:

Companyv as di c
anded up on the right c¢f van- a
confusing to both the A Cempanv Commander and my
in the afterncon when the location of this platc
cut. The 3 Companv Commander pusned out in an e
platoen which by that time had been compleraiv s
(=) plus the A Company platoon was able ro

of the cut-off platoon but could get no £ T z
oon made 1t closer than any other elemenz. B Company was taking med-
erate casualties. €oncurrently as Company A (-) was heading up to--—
wards the left and rearmost elements of 3 Company, it made heavy—
contact with a large force of at least one PAVN Company whnich was
driving in and along a dry creek bed parallel to the western edge of
the LZ:” These enemy were beaded.@irectly towards the left rezr of
Company B, A very heavy fire fight immediately broke out. A Com-
pany was taking light casualties, and extracting a heavy toll frem
the enemy, Une of the A Company platoons was in such a position thar
it was able to bring close-in flanking fire om 350 - 70 PAVN as thev
‘continued moving across their front. Many of them were killed, as
when the lead few were dropped, the remainder kept coming right iate

1rround

der. The A Companv T

0 f
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the Zield of firs. A Companv tock two priscn

)
H
w
E
<8
0
&
m
1y
(v
b
[
ocr
v
t
[y
fu
(8]
1

(4) Just as the & Companv firs fig
elements of C Company and fthe lead elements of D Company lanced. Az
they landed, the helicopters took numercus hits bur none wers sact &
The C Cempany Commander dirscted his elements into positicn along si
fils other elements which had landed previously. Within five minuzas,
a force off175 - 200 enemy, headed for the LZ, ran heacdiong inzc C
Ccmpany. C Company held them o L1ling numerous of them in :the
orcocess as they continued trvin ; n

gporoximately 1 1/2 hours until the enemv, discrzanized
pulled ofZ under heavy Iriendly artillerv and air fires, drazzingz zanv
oI nis dead and wcunded.

(3) Concurrant witih all of the agove, as the firss
elements of D Company landed (with the last 2lamencs of C Ccmpan~

they immediately became engaged in the
Cne oI the D Companv Commander's radio ok
Company Commanders heliccpter beicre he
;nner and one pilot wers wounded. (I s
“rem landin® by radio. TheD Company e:
group, part of the mortar platcen and the
Company Commander led them towards the sound o:Z
the A Company area. Thev made it to the stream-d
engaged 25 - 30 PAVUN headed down the sctr-eam-bec a
cnem. A Company elements killed the res:. During is Iight, zhe
D Company Commander and Mortar Platoon Leader were seri 1 ;

t continued to fire their rifleas perscnallv <illing

o 1]
n. A
“
b

[l
ta

ter the enemy wers stopped, the D Companv Ccmmander
consciousness and came to. He turned over the command o©
to the Antitank Platoen Sergeant, a Staff Serz
of units at that time are shown at Tab F. The Commanding .
Company made paysical contact wich this StaziZl Sergeant and with ov
approval directed the D Company elements to the left of C Company

[ORTa

tying in tightly around the southeastern edge of the LI 0ff in the

brush.

(6) By then we were taking numerous casualties througa-
£1 500 - 20

out the battalion, and it was apparent that we were fighting
enemy. These were only the ones we were in contact with and I
others were headed our way. £f requested the Brigade Commander
me another rifle company. He immediately approved this request, 1In
fact I later learned that he had already alerted Company,- 2d Battal-
lon, 7th Cavalrg and was assembling it at pick-up zones.
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Ziven speciiic areas to
23ress down the mountal
proacnes from the nor:th
reported results £o me
EjSQO hours, I decided ¢
mainder of the tactical
ccn platocn, 3 UHID loa
oI D Company] Altheough
enemy fira it had slack
acticns. These alement
Cempany X0 and direcrad
ncrth and east frznge c
se-ze.‘the C Company Cc
vp all rifle company mor
Ccmpany Commander was i
cver their control Zrom
was toward A and 3 Companies
ili-defense tg their sas-.

L THE 2N TTACK TO RZACTE TED 2D PLATCCN ooMzatms oo
(N
‘ .
(1) The tize was now asproximacalyr 1343 ncurs and che

GSpositlon oI the ©0pposing orcas was as shcwm a- Taz G The Iizzs
atzampt by Companies A 2ozl

stooped bv approximatal

especially among leader

they came off the o
camouilaged and took ex

wer2 good sncts. They wers armed
mall "potato-masher’ grenades.
the chest, manv centinued firing
dropping dead. T orderad Compani
withdrew under covering fires cut
coordinated attack supported by h
surrounded platoon. Z&eanwhile ol
>
close air support The Battalion S-2 was woundaed and later snot zzsain
and killed during this enemy attack. ({The surrcounded platoon o 3
Company stood off numerous PAVN effor=s to overrtun it. Carrving their
dead, their wounded, and their equipment the men of the platoon estihe
lished a small 25 meter wide perimeter on a slizht rise of ground and

redistributed their ammunition under heavy enemv fire)

o-

i1

[RTIN (S
[g]
o~

(2)_[§t‘approxima:aly 1620 hours, the second atzask
Companies A and B to reach the surrounded platoon beganj?[ihis az

was preceded by artillerv and ARA preparatory Zires.] Between the Zirse
and second attacks and despite heavy fires from artillery and air, :the
in trees,

enemy had moved well up towards A and B Companies. Some werve
8 .
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FOR OF & T e imeatemphyblsest?

None fell back. For friendly to advance, the enemy had to be killed.
This was difficult because they were well-camouflaged and used all
means of cover and concealment. Many had dug into small spider=holes,
others were dug into the tops and sides of the ant-hills. By that
time, Company A had lost all three rifle platoon leaders - one KIA

its artillery forward observer KIA. Four men had been shot and kilile
within six feet of the Company Commander, including his commo sergean
who was acting as a radio operator. iﬁbmpany B echeloned slightly
ahead and to the right of Company A, progressed only 75 - 100 meters

much of it paid for in close~in fighting. I had given A Company

back his platoon which had been assisting B CompanyZ} Nevertheless

A Company could only progress about 150 meters. One platoon of A

Company advanced farther than the other two; became engaged with a

greatly superior force; and was pinned down. Some of the enemy per-
mitted the friendly to pass by them in the dense terrain and then

opened up from concealed positions. White phospherous artillery was
brought in around the platcon and between the platoon and A Company (=)

to give support to an A Company move forward to get it, The burning
phosphorous caused a temporary lull in the enemy firing and that plus

the smoke, enabled the platoon and their dead and wounded to be reached
and brought back. A 200 - 225 enemy force was still in the area fignc-

ing against Companies A and B. IEY 1740 nours, I decided that i* was
necessary to pull A and B Companies, under cover of heavy supporting

fires, back to the fringe of the landing zone and set up a tight

defensive perimetef] for the night. We were still in good communi-

cations with the surrounded platoon and it was ringed with close-in
artillery defensive fire. My intentions were to conduct another coord-
inated attack during the night or early the next morning to reaca it or

to get them out during the night by infiltration. Both A and 3 Companieas
had numerous WIA and KIA to get out of the area of contact; reorgan-
ization of the squads and platoons had to be accomplished; resupoly

of ammo and water had to be carried out; and all units of the bac:talion

had to be tied in and disposed for the night. C Company had taken a

heavy toll of the enemy throughout the afternoon. C Company had taken

a few casualties but was in good shape and the enemy, although stilil

in contact, had ceased his attacks on the company. [Company D had gone _
into position. B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry was landed in two A
to four UH-1D loads at a time from 1705 to 1800 hours. As they landed 3/
I built them into a reserve force prepared to counter-attack any pene-
tration of C Company or for commitment in the A, B Company area of con-
t.act.j This was not necessary.

(3) The withdrawal of A and B Companies was conducted
successfully. White phosphorous, fired by artillery, was again used
to cover the withdrawal. The burning phosphorous seemed to disorganize
the enemy more than HE and the smoke greatly assisted us by its screen-
ing effects, [By 1900 hours, the organization of the perimeter was
,completed; units were tying in for the night and defensive artiliery
and mortar fires were being registered. I attached one platoon of

9
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Company B, 2d Battaliom, 7th Cavalry to C Company as C Company had a

wider sector to defend. The recon platoon was placed in bat=zlion
- . . . N

reserve. / Dispositions were as shown at Tab ﬁ¢f

E. OTHER ACTIVITIES DURING TH= AFTZ RNOON:

(1) While all of the above described actions were in pro-
Tess, numerous other activities were going on. A major preblem was
are and evacuation of the wounded. Zarly in the afternoon, the battal- )
ion surgeon, medical supplies and four aid station personnel were brought, -
in. They arrived around 1400 hours and under heavy fire treated the wounded
in my CP area. I did not call in Med Zvac helicopters too Irequently
because most of the afternoon the landing zone was under fira. At about
1330 hours a small two-chopper open area was selected in the aortheastern
portion of X-RAY, as my supply and evacuation link ro the rear. This
we had to defend at all costs. This area is shown at Tab A. I raquested
the helicopter lift company commander -o evacuate the wounded, >ring in
supplies, and Set up a system whereby every helicopter coming to X-RAY ﬂzﬁé
with troops, with supplies, or for wounded would call me for landing
instructions. This system worked very well; throughout the aftarnoon
and early evening, numerous UH-1D's were brought in - each from a
specific direction at a prescribed altitude to land at a speciiic place
and go out on a prescribed heading. I have the highest admiratio
praise and respect for the outstanding professionalism and courage o
the UH-1D. pilots and crews who ran a gauntlet of enemy fire time afrar

o4
<
CA

o,

e

time to help us. They never refused to come in; they followed inscruc-
tions beautifully; they were great. We in turn called them in when

fire was the lightest and tried to have evervthing ready for each land-
ing to keep them on the ground a minimum time. None were shet docwn

and destroyed although most of them took hits. Two aircraft were brought
in which did not get out. One received enemv fire in the engine and

had to land in an open area just off the northern portion of he LZ;
the other clipped a few tree tops with the main rotor on landing in the
LZ and had to be left. Crews of both aircraft were immediatzalv lifted
out Dy other helicopters., Both downed helicopters werzs immediacal
secured by elements of Company D without orders per battalion SOP

they being the nearest troops. Both were slightly damaged only and

were slung out two days later by CH-47 Chinooks. During the three

day battle, those were the only two downed helicopters. By 1350 hours,
it had become apparent that we would need a night landing capability -
that I needed a pathfinder team to assist me on the ground. I called‘%ﬁé
the A Company, 229th 1ift company commander with a request for path-
finders and was gratified to learn that he had anticipated the require-
ment. They arrived shortly thereafter and with engineer demolitionists
cleared the LZ into a fairly safe two-chopper landing area and set up
lights to be turned on if necessary for night landings, Although under
enemy observation and fire, it was less vulnerable than the southern
portion of X-RAY where we were still cleaning out enemy riflemen.

NN
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(2) By dark, at 1915 nours, a resupply of ammo, rations,
water and medical supplies had been brougnat in. Dexdrane, morphire,
and bandages were the medical supplies most needed and water was at a
premium. At approximately 1850 hours, I radioced by S-3 and told him
to prepare to come in as soon as possible using two UH-1D's and to
bring in the artillery liaison officer, FAC, two radio operators and
more water and small arms ammo. They landed at 2128 hours. The dust
and smoke which hung like a horizontal curtain over the entire area
delayed their arrival and made the landing very difficult but once again,
the 229th pilots performed with great couragze and professionalism.

IV, ACTIVITIES DURING THE NIGHT OF 14 NOVEMBER:

A. By darkness, 1915 hours, we had evacuared all our wounded
and collected our dead in my CP area. Ammo and water was being dis-
tributed; the landing zone area was in the final stages of preparation
for night landings; @ortar and artillery fires were being registered
close around the perimeterja small light proof working area had peen
constructed out of ponchos for the medics; and the chain of ccmmand
had been reorganized. I talked with many of the men and could see that
the morale was high. We knew we were facing a tough enemy but we alsc
knew the enemy with a greatly superior force had failed to get through
us that afternoon. We were in excellent shape as we completed tving in
our perimeter. The cut-off platoon of B Company was in good morals and
was holding its position.

ZE. During the night the enemy made severzl light probes
torward of A and B Company, and of C Company near where it tied in
with A Company, Artillery harassing and interdiction fires were brought
down on the lower fingers and draws of the mountain. arcund the
southern and western edges of the perimeter; and up on the slopes where
four or five electric lights were observe@ij We received six or seven
rounds of high explosive fire, either mortar or rockets.

C. The surrounded platoon of B Company on a finger of cae moun-
tain 300 meters northwest of the battalion perimeter was proctected by
ciose-in artillery fires all night. The enemy could be heard alli a-ound
the platoon. Artillery fire was brought in on these areas and. the shouts
and screams told of good results. The platoon began and ended the nighc

with 8 KIA, 12 WIA and 7 men not wounded. It was disposed in two sercarzte

locacrions within their small perimeter. The platoon leader, platoon
sergeant and weapons squad leader were among the KIA. The wz: who ended
up on the radio was a Sergeant E-5 squad leader. He could nc: get to

the ranking man (a Staff Sergeant rifle squad leader), sincé anv move he
made drew immediate enemy rifle fire. He was the commo and lezdership |
{ink to his Company Commander. Throughout the night he adjusted close=in
artillery fire on the enemy surrounding him as he heard them moving and
talking. Three separate attacks were made during the night by the enemy-
each in about 50 man strength. All were beaten off by small arms and
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artillery fire. Several of the wounded men of the platoon continued to
fight. The second attack, at approximately 0345 hours was preceded by
bugle calls around the platoon and up on the mountain 200-400 meters
above the platoon. I requested and received a TAC Air strike in the
area above the platoon. Ittwas conducted under Air Force flarsship
illumination. It was right on target and greatly assisted in breaking
up the second attack on the surrounded platoon. This was the only
illumination used all night since it exposed the men in the surrounded
platoon as well as the foxholes in the open areas of the battalion
perimeter. Also, there was a fairly bright moon from 2315 onwards. When
day-light broke, numerous enemy dead were seen around the surrounded
platoon. These were only the dead who could be seen by the men as they

lay prone in their positions. Other bodies were possibly concealed by

the high grass which dotted the area. During the night, the men of the
platoon saw and heard the enemy dragging off many dead and wounded. .

D. First light came at 0630 hours. I had tentatively decided
on my plan of attack to reach the surrounded platoon while simultaneously
securing the perimeter. I directed by A, B, and C Company Commanders
to meet me at the CaoCompsny CP to finalize the plan and to receive mv
orders since that was the best point of vantage. The time was acprox-
imately 0640 hours. I also directed each company to check around their

positions carefully for infiltrators and snipers.

V. ENEMY ATTACKS OF 15 NOVEMBER:

[E: At approximately 0650 hours the recon elements of the 1lst
and 2d platoons of C Company (the two left platoons) which wers search-
ing and screening approximately 100 - 200 meters forward of their
positions began receiving rifle fire from their front and left f:onti:
They returned the fire and began pulling back to their defensive pos- ,
itions. At this time,gghey were attacked by a force of 2 - 3 Companies. ~**7
‘'The enemy was well-camouflaged; crouching low; and in some cases crawling
on hands and knees. The recon parties from the two platoon positions
right of the company CP encountered nc enemy but pulled back immediately
to their defensive positions. An intense small arms fire fight broke (
out. The weight of the enemy attack was directed at the left portion /
of the C Company sector. The recon parties of the lst and 2d platoons 1/
began taking casualties including some KIA as they pulled back. Other
men were hit trying to get to them. Some were recovered; however, by
then - 0730 hours the enemy had moved. almost to the perimeter foxholes
despite taking severe losses from artillery, mortar, and close air.
Savage close-range fighting went on for the next two hours in the C
Company sector - primarily in the left three platoon areas and forward
of the Company CP. there was considerable hand-to-~hand fightingi} For
example, the lst platoon leader was found later KIA and five dead PAVN
around him in and near his CP foxhole. One man was found KIA with his
‘thands at the throat of a dead PAVN. Numerous enemy bodies were found
intermingled with the killed and wounded of C Company. Egt approximately
0715 hours, the enemy attacked the D Company sector near where the

Y
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mOrtars were emplaced;::ihis put the perimeter under attack from two
irections./ Artillery, Aerial Rocket Artillery, and TAC Air were
called in and their fires were accurate and extremely effective. ARA
and TAC Air was also used to ring the perimeter with fires. Priority
of all fires was given to C Company. The artillery FO with C Company
was pinned down by rifle fire in the company CP area. Hence the artil-
lery was adjusted oy my artillery liaison officer from my CP. There was
good observation.

n.
-

o

fal

(B. At approximately 0715 hours, the Commanding Officer, C
Company requested reinforcements. I took a platoon from Companv A (it
peing the closest tc C Company) and dispatched it for the C Company
P area,) It came under fire while moving over the open ground, lost
2 KIA and WIA, but made it to the right center of the C Company sector.
at about 0745 hours, the A Company sector was attacked by what was P
later determined to be a small force. (ﬁe were now being attacked from
three different directiong)with firing of equal intensity in all three
areas. Grazing fire from enemy small arms and automatic weapons wa
criss-crossing the interior of the perimeter into the landing zone,
battalion CP area and aid station. Twelve to fifteen HE explosions
cf either enemy mortar or rocket fire occured in the perimeter. Several
men were wounded in and near the CP by small arms fire. One was KIA.
I alerted my reserve for probable commitment in the C Company area or
D Company Sector - both of which contingencies we had planned for the
night before. I radioced the brigade commander, informed him ¢ the
situation, and in view of the losses being sustained by C Companv and
the heavy attack, I requested an additional reinforcing company. Hea
nad already alerted Company A, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry the previocus
night and assembled it with helicopters ready Ior movement. Mv re-
quest was approved but I did not bring the company in at that time due

-

to heavy fire in the LZ. See Tab I for dispositions of opposing forces.

C. The heavy fire fight continued only in the C and D Company
Sectors, At one time, approximately 0800 hours, the anti-tank placoon
was heavily engaged and the LZ was severely threatened. The mortarmen
were firing both their mortars and their rifles and taking heavy small
arms fire. One mortar was hit and put out of action by enemy fire.
I committed my reserve, the Recon Platoon, which moved into the left £ <
of the C Company sector; headed towards D Company and cleaned it out.
They joined up with the rest of D Company and from then on throughout
the rest of the attack, that portion of the perimeter was under controi}
This permitted me to take the risk of commencing to bring in A Company,
2d Battaliom, 7th Cavalry. Although the LZ was under fire, it was reduced
somewhat. I needed A Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry in, so that I
could reinforce or{?ossibly counterattack or block in or behind the

I

A2 g

.C Company sector. ordered the commander, B Company, 2d Battalion,

7th Cavalry to pull one additional rifle platoon plus his command group
aff his line; turn the sector over to his remaining platoon; assemble

the Company (-) dispersed near my CP; and prepare, on order, tc reinforce,

13
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block, or counterattack in the C Company sector which was 125 mete*s to
the east of the CP or second, in any other area} By then, two officers
of C Company had been killed and three wounded. However, the company
commander although shot in the chest and back continued f'o function;

help to control Ais company; and give me _reports for near three hours.
The men of C Company stood their ground. One man of Company D who wound
up in the C Company sector was the only soldier left covering 50 meters,
He personally shot 10 - 15 enemy with his M-16 rifle firing from the
kneeling position. The company radio operator picked off 15 - 20 from
the company CP foxhole. The company commander killed several before

he was wounded. The enemy fire was so heavy that movement towards or
within the sector resulted in more friendly casualties. It was during
this action at 0755 hours that all platoon positions threw a colorad
smoke grenade on my order to define visually for TAC Air, ARA and
artillery air observers the periphery of the perimeter. éll fire support
was brought in extremely close?§ Some friendly artillery fall inside
the perimeter, and two cans of napalm were delivered in my CP area g? ‘
wounding two men and- setting off some M-16 ammo. This we accepted as
abnormal, but not unexpected due to the emergency need Zor unusually
close~in fire support (50-100 meters). C Company, with attachments,
fought the massive enemy force for over two hours. /At approximataly
0910 hours, elements of A Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry began
1anamg) I briefed the Commandlng Of**caﬁ, A Company, 2d Battalion,
7th Cavalry on the situation and saw to it that he was oriented cv the
Commanding Officer, B Company, 24 Batta1lon 7th Cavalry on the sector
he was to go into. {i then ordered the Command;ng Officer, Companv 3,
2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry to move with his command group and the one
platoon to the C Company sector, assume control over the remainder of
C Company and responsibility for the defense of the sector.}) He moved
out at 0941 hours. The remaining platoon of B Company, 2d Battalion,
/th Cavalry followed shortly after when it was relieved cn the perimectar
by A Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry., When the 3d platoon of A
Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry dismounted from the choppers, it
headed towards the C Company, lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry fire fight and
assembled behind their left platoon. I atcached it to B Company, 2d
Battalion, 7th Cavalry and it fought with that company ;hroughout the
next two days. By 1000 hours the enemy attack had been defeated.} C
Company had held. The eneémy never penetrated through their pos;tlon.
jAt approximately 1330 hours all companies on the perimeter screened

out for 300 meters and policed the battlefield) Dead PAVN, PAVN body
fragments, and PAVN weapons and equipment were littered in profusion
around the edge and forward of the perimeter. Numerous body fragments
were seen. There was massive evidence e.g. bloody trails, bandages,
etc. of many other PAVN being dragged away from the area. Some of the
enemy dead were found stacked behind anthills. Artillery and TAC Air
was placed on all wooded areas nearby into which trails disappeared.
Numerous enemy weapons were collected along with other armament. Two
prlsoners were taken and evacuated, Friendly dead and wounded were
also collected. Some friendly were killed and wounded in this screen-
ing. (b Company, lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry was then positioned as
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the battalion reserve in the center of the perimeter and A Company,
2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry was in position in the former 3 Company,
2d Battaliom, 7th Cavalry sector.

VI. THE RELIEF OF THE SURROUNDED 2ND PLATOON, COMPANY B. AND
REDISPOSITION OF THE PERIMETER:

A. Date in the afternoon of 14 November, the brigade Commander
had moved the 2d Battaliom, Sth Cavalry, into LZ Victor. At approximately
0800 hours it headed, on foot, for LZ X-RAY. See Tab J for routes used.

At 1205 hours, it closed into X-RAY. The Commanding Officer, 2d Battalion,
5th Cavalry and 1 coordinated on the disposition of forces. It was agreed
that his A and B Companies which were south and west of LZ X{-RAY on the
lower slopes of the mountain headed northwest plus B Company, lst Battalionm,
7th Cavalry would conduct a coordinated attack behind artillery, ARA,

TAC Air preparation to relieve the surrounded platoon. The roucs of

attack was as shown at Tab K., It was agreed that I would assume oper- -
ational control of Company B, 2d 3attalion, 5th Cavalry and be in overall
control of all units at LZ X-RAY plus responsivility for its defense. 3
Company, 2d Battaliom, Sth Cavalry moved forward of D Company, 1st Battalicn,
7th Cavalry on the perimeter. All 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalrv mertars went
into position and registered. D Company, lst Battalion, 7th Cavalrv (minus
the mortar platoon) was added to C Company, lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry

in reserve. The attack by A and C Companies of the 2d Battalion, 3:th

Cavalry and B Company, lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry under control of

Commanding Officer, 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry jumped off at 13
There was little enemy resistance. 3 Company, lst Battalion,
reached the surrounded platoon at 1510 hours. At the location
& KIA, 12 WIA and 7 unwounded. The platoon still had ammo lef: and we
in good morale. The wounded were evacuated and all units disposed znd
dug in for the night. Dispositions were as shown at Tab L. Ammunition,
water, and rations were brought in and distributed. The dead wers =11
evacuated.

VII. ENEMY NIGHT ATTACK, 0400-0630 HOURS, 16 NOV:

A. At approximately 0100 hours, B Company, lst Battalion,

/th Cavalry was probed by 5 enemy. Two were killed and the other three

ispersed. The moon was up’ at 2320 hours and there were no clouds.
(gire discipline, as during the previous night, was excellent. all
aiming stake lights on the mortars were extinguished, and no mortar ¥
fire was permitted, as during the previous night, without approval from’
me.) (All fires were coordinated by my Artillery Liaison Officer. Con=-
tinuous, close-in H and I fires were conducted all around the perimeter.
Some were placed on the mountainsid , and firing in two areas resulted
in a series of secondary explosionms.

\
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At approximately 0400 hours, the enemy began probing tne
3 Company, id Battalion, 7th Cavalry sector. At 0422 hours a force of
250 - 300 enemy attacked B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry in the
lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry sector. The route of attack was from the
southeast /as shown at Tab M. Flareship illumination was called for and
continuous until 0545 hours. The attack was beaten off by small arms
and artillery fires. /At 0431 hours another attack by LOO enemy came in
on B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry. Each time a flare would liznt
up, the enemy would hit the ground or fall back into the cover and con-
cealment offered by the high grass and trees. The artillery took a
heavy toll.} There were four batteries firing. The PAVN could be seen
dragging off numerous bodies. j%y 0503 hours, the weight of his attack
had shifted more to the southwest with approximately 100 enemy attacking,
This was repulsed by 0535 hours} At 0550 hours, the flareship ran out
of flares. Artillery illumination was then employved. The mortars of
ooth battalions had been firing HE since the attack began. Mortar
illumination was then permitted. At 0627 hours, another attack came
diract_y towards the CP ;ﬁt 0641 hours the enemy had been beaten
ofr ‘and was dragging ofL bodies under Zire. 3 Company, 2d Battalion,
7th Cavalry had performed magnificantly, and had sufferad only 6 lignhtly
wounded., During the attack, two separate resupply runs of ammo were
made by the Recon Platoon, Ist Battalion, 7th Cavalry under fire and one
by the X0 and radioc operators of 3 Company, 2d Bat:talion, 7th Cavalrv.

(&. At 0641 hours, orders were given for all men on the perimeter
to spray the trees and the anthills and bushes forward and over cheir
positions at 0655 hours for two minutes to kill infiltrators, snipers, atc.
Immediately upon firing, a force of 30 - 50 PAVN exposed themselves 130
meters forward of Company A, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry and began firing
their weapons. Apparently the "mad minute' free soray*n - prematurel
triggered a possible enemy attack., HE and VT art illery was brought in
and the attack was beaten off in twenty mlnutes\ The tactic of spray
firing accounted for 6 PAVN dead. One nung from a tree forward cf the
left platoon of B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry. Another dropped
out of a tree immediately forward of the B Company CP. One PAVN was
killed about one hour later attempting to climp down a tree and escape.
My company commanders reported to me that the men liked this spraying.
In addition to killing enemy, apparently it affords a release of ten-
sion built up through the night, and clears any doubts as to enemy
nearby. @At 0716 hours, a cautious and deliberate sweep was made 3%
Company C, lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry and the Recon platoon, lst
Battalion, 7th Cavalry throughout the interior and fringes of the LU.

I ordered this conducted on hands and knees to search for friendly
casualties and PAVN infiltrators in the high elephant grass. The trees
were also searched. There were negative results.

D. (At 0810 hours, all units on the perimeter were ordered to

coordinate with their flank unit§) and prepare to move out on a search
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and clear sweep 500 meters commencing ¢n order. The movement began at
0955 hours, however, after moving 50 - 75 meters B Company, 2d Battalion,
7th Cavalry came under fire. One platoon leader was seriously wounded,
All movement was stopped. B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry pulled
back to the perimeter foxholes and close-in artlllerv and TAC Air was
called in. We then moved back out; eliminated all resistance and policed
the area. 27 more PAVN were killed on this sweep. Enemy dead were ly-
ing throughout the area. I saw massive evidence of dead and wounded evac-
uation -- blood, body fragments, bloody garments, etc. We also prought
in three friendly KIA. Numerous enemy weapons were collected. Many were
seen which had been fragmented by fire.

E. At approximately 0930 hours, the first elements of the

2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry (-) began arriving at X-RAY. They closed at
approximately 1200 hours. At 1040 hours, the Brigade Commander ordered
me to move the battalion; Company B, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry; and the
3d Platoon, A Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry by UH-1D to FALCON LZ,
then to Camp Holloway at Pleiku for two days of rest and reorganization.
He ordered me to relieve my elements on line with elements of the 2d
Battalion, 7th Cavalry and the 2d 3attalion, 5th Cavalry. Thig I di
However, before moving B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry, I had them
conduct one final lateral sweep across their front out to 150 metars.
This was the scene of extremely heavy action and I wanted the battlefield
thoroughly policed. The extraction by UH-1D was completely successful,
and was covered throughout by artillery and TAC Air delivered around

d,

F‘

£L-RAY, on the flight routes in and out, and on the slopes of the mountain.

There was no enemy fire at any time during the extraction. The choppers
were not brought in until aircraft loads were spotted on the LZ. Hence
the UH-1Ds were only on the ground a few seconds. Concurrently with
Croop extraction, excess supplies, enemy weapons, casualty gear and
weapons, and casualties were evacuatad. Enemy hand grenades, ammo,
anti-tank weapons, etc were placed in a large hole and arrangements
were made with CO, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry for demolition by his
engineer teams. Many other enemy weapons had previously been destroved
elsewhere in the battle area. By 1456 hours all elements of the

lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry; B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry and
the 3d Platoon A Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry nad been extracted
from X~-RAY bound for LZ Falcon. By 1830 hours all elements had left

LZ FALCON by air and closed into Camp Holloway, vicinity of Pleiku,

VIII. ENEMY, FRIENDLY CASUALTIES. CAPTURED:

EQUIPMENT

JA. ENEMY:

Killed, body count - 634 *
' Killed, wounded (Est) - 1215
Captured, evacuated - 5
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"“B. FRIENDLY (INCLUDES ATTACHED UNITS):

Killed - 79
Wounded - 121
Missing - None

*

C.. CAPTURED ENEMY EQUIPMENT, EVACUATED:

Assault carbines w/bayonet - 54
Assault rifles, automatic - 57
Automatic Rifles - 17

Heavy Machine Guns -~ 4

Antitank Rocket Launchers - 5
Pistols = 2

81/82 mm Mortar Tubes - 2
Medics Kits - 6

D. ENEMY EQUIPMENT DESTROYED IN OBJECTIVE AREA:

Crew-served and individual weapons - 75-100 (approx)
Antitank Rockets - 3 cases of 3 rounds each

Hand Grenades - 300-400 (approx)

Assorted small arms, AW ammunition - 5000-7000 rounds (ast)
Entrenching tools - 100-150 (small shovel type)

IX. COMMENT:

A. The following items concerning the enemy and general battle-
field techniques are considered worthy of mention. Most represent
nothing new and are listed for emphasis as being particularly applicable
_to the PAVN enemy.

B. FIRE SUPPORT:

V(1) Fire support _to_be-truly effective must be close-ins/
Against heavy attacks such as the ones we defended against, some enemy
will get very close or even intermingled with friendly in the high
grass., C]@ringing fires in promptly, "walking them in'" extremely close
helped us greatlf] The commander cannot wait until he knows exactly
where all his men are. If he does, in & heavy action, he will get
~more men killed by waiting than if he starts shooting immediately.
Once the enemy gets as close as 25 meters out or intermingled then he
has the friendly fighting on his terms, with those who have made it
that close. {Elose fire support then cam be used to cut off his
follow-up unitsy and they will be therE;)[Ee is much more afraid of
napalm and white phosphorous than_HEi] He hits the dirt under HZ
fire. Under napalm and WP, he often gets up and runs around in dis~
worder, and presents a better target for small arms, VT, and HE.
The 250 pound frag bomb and the CBO's are very effective.




e v

(Z)Ifﬁhen a unit gets into an objective”area, as soon as
possible after léﬁﬁing, artillery fires should be brougnt in. ] This
will maybe kill some PAVN neafby and certainly will cut down fime on
target when a fire mission on known enemy is called for.

(3) [kerial rocket artillery is extremely effective especially
o} r

if the pilots knew the exact location of friendly. It has a trem
shock effect on the enemy;] The thing about ARA which makes it at
more effective than artillery is the fact that it does not have to be
seen by ground observers to be adjusted. If the front lines or a i
position is marked and can be recognized by the pilots, quick, ac
fire support is the result.

(4) The LAW was effective against the anthills behind

which the PAVN were hiding. Training on use of LAWS must be emphasized

(5) 1If PAVN are encounterad close-in during a friendly

attack, the best solution to an attack may be to back up under artillery
and ARA, let the artillery and ARA work the area over and then star:
again, loading off with plenty of M-79s in the trees and zrass and LAWS
into the anthills.

(6) Whenever illumination was in the air many oI the enemy

(7) Careful placement of -79 men should de emphasized i
order to give them the best possible fields of Zirs. They mus:t alwavs
be on the lookout for enemy in trees. It was found that the M-7Q's

i
u

were extremely effective against enemy in trees as well as troops in
the open. M-79's must be fired into trees and th iz

no enemy are seern.

(8) In this operation all mortars wers combined un
cnetral FDC. This was very satisfactory. The morcars were very
ive. Mortar illumination firing was carefully controlled at bat
level. The mortar illumination round has a very high dud rate a
would take many rounds to provide a battalion perimeter illumination
for one hour. Therefore it was used to fill the gap for illumination
between the artillery and the flareship. The mortars alone could not
have come close to providing the desired amount of illumination.

nd 1

(9) Artillery, TAC Air, and ARA can be used at the same
time without loss of aircraft or effectiveness. The ARA and TAC Air
flow perpendicular to the artillery gun-target line in these cases

where they simultaneously struck the same target areas. Other striking
aircraft flew parallel to the gun-target line and beyond it. This called

for close teamwork between the FAC and the artillery liaison officer.

)
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(10) Artillery must be used against possible avenues of
reinforcement as well as on the enemy in either an attack or a defense.
f‘flose -in continuous defensive H and I fires are a must in a defensive

| situation where the enemy is known to be present aven 1if he is nct
f . 4
'__attacking.

(11) Great emphasis should be placed on the ability oI all
'T(' personnel down to and including fire team leaders to adjust artill
/'~ and mortar fire.

(12) Each platoon must car ry many colored smoke grenades
and a panel for marking friendly lines and landing areas.

)

cn the perimetar

( 3 The technique of having all units
ped TAC Air ancd

T

it
throw a colored smoke grenade on order greatly he
ARA to locate the perimeter.

C. MOVEMENT

(1) Movement must be cautiously aggressive. The 2namv
must be pinned down by fire. Small unit, squad sized fire and move-
ment must be conducted to perfection. This is extremely important.

If not conducted correctly, men will get hit and the problem is =Zhen
compounded when other men stop firing to Cry to recover casualties.
Then they alsc get hit in many cases and soon, compat erffectiveness of
the squad, platoon, etc. is in danger of being lost. 1In this connec
when enemy contact has been made or is strongly suspected, reton bv
or actual fire and movement should be conducted to Loresta;l the esremy
firing first. This is particularly important for a unit moving up along-
side a unit which is in contact and in a fire fishc. '

09

1

(2) Platoon and company fire and maneuver must be con-
ducted to perfection. Flanks must be secure. Open flanks can be
secured to a degree by fire support. Squads and platocons must be ciad
together as close as the situation permits. The tighter the better
against the PAVN, as he will hole up in concealed firing positions, let
friendly go by, then open up.

(3) Close-in artillery, ARA, and TAC Air front, rear, and
both sides is a great help in moving through an area where rhere are
known enemy. This normal but sometimes overlooked.

(4) When companies conduct sweep and clear operations
together out of a perimeter, or ever a certain route, battalion must
check on the company formations to be used to insure that the terrain
will be adequately covered and the companies are properly coordinated
@and fitted to the terrain and the enemy situation.
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D. TECHNIQUES:

(1) The technique of holding a company (-) as an offensive
striking force while recon elements of one’ platoon check specific areas
out 50-100 meters from the landing zone worked out very well in this
case. For one thing until the assault unit is actually on the ground
and sees and feels the terrain and the environment, the commander of
the unit charged with LZ security does not finally know which areas he
will check out in priority. Also and most important, the assembled
company (-) enables the battalion commander to hit any emenv attack
quickly with a controlled unit. In this operation we were also able
to move quickly with Company B to develop the contact made by one
of its platoons as soon as Company A had sufficient Fforce to take over
the LZ security wmission. 1In retrospect, the fact that Company B was

in a posture for a fast move off the landing zone undoubtedly gave us ¥ <., - -

the jump on the PAVN. Had not 3 Company surprised them with their IRk
aggressive move up the finger, we might well have been fighting - 4
PAVN from the fringes of the LZ with our backs on it -- and the enemyv
in turn would have-had good fields of fire on the incoming heliccoters
carrying the last elements of A Company and all of C and D Companies.
I feel that the fact that we had first B Company, then A Company, o
the landing zone moving against the PAVN, then C Company in a good
ing position took the initiative away from nim. From then on, - IoT Zorae
days and two nights, he was reacting to our presence.

(2) At night, units must form tight perimeters, use Clavmera
mines, trip flares and dig in. The use of outposts and listening posts
depends largely on the terrain and the enemy situation. In this operaticn,
it would have been suicidal as the cover and concealment afforded the
enemy too many opportunities to take the outguards by stealth. Camou-
Zlaged foxholes with cleared fields of fire are recommended. Normal, but
sometimes hard to execute under fire.

(3) 1In a perimeter defense, it is necessary to check the

front with small recon parties at first light and periodicallv through
the day for 100-200 meters to clear out infiltrators, police the bat:la-
Thi

field, and to insure that the enemy is not massing for an attack. s
action should be preceded by having all troops on the perimeter spray the
trees, grass, and anthills to their front and overhead at a specified
time for two-three minutes. When the recon elements screen to the
front, it should be preceded by artillery and recon by fire, Air Cav
Scouts overhead can assist by observation. Units should move as in

the attack with fire and movement. All men must give the enemy the
capability of being to the front and overhead as infiltrators, snipers,

or massing for an attack.

(4) The battalion command group must carry a 292 antenna
in on the assault and set it up as soon as possible., D Company, mv

Mo
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alternate CP, carried one in on the assault -- set it up, and it
was invaluable.

E

. SUPPLY., SUPPORT, SERVICES:

(1) The minimum amount of gear should be carried intc
an assault. This should be one meal, a poncho, two cantzens o?
salt tablets, and plenty of ammunition.

(2) Casualties are a critical problem. When fire is
pinning down individuals, cne casualty will cost one or two more men
attempting to get to him. Heavy cover fire must be employed tc txv
and cover the attempt to recover the wounded men and get him out of
the danger area. Leaders at all levels in contac: under fire mus: act
cautionsly in getting casualties out. I lost manvy leaders killad and
wounded while recovering casualties. Wounded must be pulled sack zo
some type of covered position and then treated. Trocps must not get sc
concerned with casualties that they forget the enemv and their mi
Attempting to carry a man out raquires up to four men as Jearers waich
can hurt a unit at a critical time.
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"(3) GEvacuation of casualt
in this action was a problem. TO&Z t

ie he areas of conctac:
te 2
5ig help. As it turned out, fighting str
red

C
ars would have

ig th had to be used :o
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(4) When a man is wounded or killed, his weapon anc scme
0f his equipment get separated Irom him in many cases. an 5-.
ative - officer or NCO with assistants, must be orasent at le
the battalion forward aid station and at the collecting company at
Forward Support. Some of our equipment was evacuated with men all
the way to Qui Nhon. Also we had many M-16's shot up and had to
have replacements in the area. Therefore we kept a lot of weapons
in the battle area for re-issue. When we were pulled out we brought
all excess weapons and equipment with us. Many enemy weapons wnich
were captured and sent out with friendly KIA and WIA were never seen
again. The unit commander fighting the battle in the objective areca
loses control of equipment, friendly and enemy, once it leaves the
forward area by helicopter. A more effective ""backstop' system must
be set up to catch this gear and control it when it arrives at various

unloading points in the rear.

)

(5) Rations are no problem. Few men eat much when in-a
heavy action; however, water is extremely critical. It must be present
in quantitity particularly when there is no stream source available.

' (6) The pathfinder team was tremendous. Until they could
get in around 1630 hours, 14 November, all incoming aircraft had to be
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guided in and out by the battalion commander on the battalion command
net. A pathfinder team should go into every battalion-sized assault.

(7) It took time to reload M-16 magazines one round at
a time. In the heavy action we encountered, this took excessive time
at critical periods. It was particularly critical during the enemy night
attack. Also it was difficult to keep track of empty magazines in
a heavy fire fight. The solution may be an expendable, plastic type
magazine which is resupplied to the rifleman fully loaded in a bandoleer
as was the old M~1 clip of eight rounds. Also, the present M-14 ammo

pouch makes crawling on the stomach difficult.
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(8) The individual soldier must become at least as
as the PAVN in camouflage techniques and use of terrain and folia
to cover and conceal his movements. This must be emphasized.

g I

F. THE PAVN ENEMY:

(1) He appeared to be well-trained. He was aggressive,
He was equipped with a preponderance of automatic weapons and plenty of
ammunition. He carried 3 - 5 Chinese potato masher hand grenades, He
carried a softball-sized wad of cooked rice, most of them carried a
bed roll consisting of a piece of waterproof plastic and a nammock.
dis weapons were well maintained.
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(2) He was an expert at camouflage and used ave
cover and concealment to perfection. With only small arms, m
and antitank weapons he obviously sought to close with us in
quickly-before we could discover him - pOSsibly to render our
less effective and certainly to overwhelm us and force us ro
nis terms. Without much overhead fire support, ne probably has
back on expert camouflage techniques, attacks in mass, infiltrat
stay-behind killer parties.
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(3) He was a deadly shot. In caring for my men who had
been killed and wounded, I was struck bv the great number who had been
shot in the head and upper part of the body -- particularly in the head,
He definitely aimed for the leaders -- the men who were shouting, pointing,
talking on radios. He also aimed for the men carrying radios. He also
appeared to concentrate on men wearing insignia of rank -- particularly
non-commissioned officer with stripes on their arms. In this war, I
question if it is necessary, possibly even foolish, or inviting fire,
for non-commissioned officers to wear insignia of their grade --
or any enlisted man for that matter. Within the small units, all men
know their leaders. In base camp the leaders should wear their insignia.
On operations against the enemy, they should wear clean-sleeve fatigues.
i
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(4) When attacking, the PAVN units conf ronting us used
mass assault tactics preceded in some cases by light mortar and anti-
tank rocket fire. The latter I believe is often mistaken for mortar
fire. He also used encircling maneuvers with 350 - 75 men groups. He
employed his machine guns extremely well and thoroughly understood the
value of grazing fire. At night, he infiltrated small numbers up to
the friendly positions. These enemy set up on top of grassy anthills,
in trees, and good close-in firing positions. He was expert at probing
our defensive perimeter at night and went to great efforts to trv :to fore
friendly into firing.

" (5) When met by heavy ground fire or by mortar, ar
TAC Air, or ARA he became less oroanized. However, he did nct g
Naoa lm and white phosphorous he def initely did not like.

(6) He appearead to have no radios. The
their men by shouting. Bugles were used during the night of 14 -
Nevember on the mountain above the battalion perimeter. Also, at nighnt
on the mountain they used signal lights.

(7) He fought to the death. Nhen wounded, he ccntinued
fighting with his small arms and orenades. He appearec fanatical when
wounded and had to be approached with extr cars, Many Iriandlv were

shot by wounded PAVN,

(8) He also appeared fanatical in ais ex:creme elforts te
Tecover bodies of his dead and wounded and their eguipment. He never
stopped his effcorts in this regard and used rhe night, the high grass,
the anthills and other concealment o maximum aavantave Lo serve his
purpose. We found many of his dead with ropes fied arcund she anklas
and a short, running end free. I saw two of av dead with similar
ropes tied around their ankles.

(9) Some of my men who met him face to face have statad

hat some PAVN appeared to be "hopped up". Thev based this conclusion
in part on their observation that when shot, thev kept moving several
mere steps firing before dropping. In these cases, 1t is possible
that the high velocity M-16 bullet passed cleanly rh*ouou these zenemy
without any immediate stopping effect. Also some men stated that they
saw a few enemy keep their weapons at sling arms although under fire.
One non-commissioned officer stated that one group of 30 or so enemy
continued moving across the front of his squad although it was being
cut to pieces by close-in flanking fire.

(10) A favorite tactic of the PAVN enemy we faced seemed
to be an aggressive small-unit encircling maneuver. Another was a rapid

assault by 6 - 10 PAVN on 2 or 3 friendly.

(11) We found some of our KIA ""dog tags'" and wallets cn
the bodies of dead PAVN.



VIII. Out of all the above, the principal points that I would like
to emphasize are:

A, VWe must make imaginative and constant use of our
tremendous fire support advantage to kill the PAVN enemy before he
gets so close that we must fight him on his terms. This includes
heavy use of the M-~79 and even hand grenades to hold him out so that
artillery, TAC Air, and ARA can work on him.

B. We must take time and every opportunity to train our
men, and especially our replacements, to perfecticn in small-unit fire
and movement and fire and maneuver. If we do not to this, men will
be killed who would not otherwise be killed.

3}

C. The commander on the battlefield must continually anticipate
what the future may bring or could bring and take steps to influence the
future before it comes about. This applies to the enemy; to fire support;
supply of ammo, water, and medical supplies before the requirement arises;
to friendly reaction to possible enemy action; and to all other matcers
having a bearing on a particular situation. Also, periodically through-
cut a battle; the commander must mentally detach himself from the action
and objectively think -~ what is not being done which should be done to
influence the situation, and what is being done which should not be going

on.

/s/ H Moore
/t/ HAROLD G. MOORZ
Colenel, Infantry

THIS MARKING IS NOT APPLICABLE AFTSR UNVNOTN
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. . W‘q,u&.n.!.um
1ST BaPTsLIOl, 7Td GV iuLRY
187 CiVulRY DIVISION (LIRMOBILW)
' 4LFQ San l"ranoisco, Califurnie 96490

_\yd’”’ ﬁ} Decumbor 1965

‘SU‘B.MCT: hfter xactiLn Report, I.. DILJIG Valley Uperation 18% La.ttellvn,
7th Cavalry 14 - 16 uovember 1965 : :

TOs . Conmanding Officer
i " 3d Brigade '
18t Cevalry Division (“irmnbile)
AP0 Ub Furoes 96490 -

I GENSRL
During this operstion, I wae the Commanding Officer of tho 1st

Battalion, Tth Cavalry. Un 23 llovember 1965, I was :-rnm.-ted and. turned
over the battalion to my successyrs ' : -

II. BuLKGRUUND:

"he Un 10 November the battalion moved frum the bese canp at.
L hhe, cuordinates tR4T6476, by CV-2 to a forward airstrip and sssembly
aren south of Pleiku, coordinates 44198340. From there, all companies
wore ahut’cled the same day by UA-1D into a search and destruy operaticn
in an area to the ea.st of Ploi Me; vioinity coordinates :.2007 to 4a7606.

We ounduoted saturation pa.trolling through the 12th with light contact
‘by only Gc'mpany A. Ve also cuniucted a civie acticn program supplying
medical aid and USOM fuod to liontegnerd villege, pojulaticn 200,
coordinat.e Zu237073. On the 12th, the wssistant Division Coumander - i,
- duriag a-visit to the battalion, indicated tc¢ the krigacas Coxrm.rﬂer '

- ‘that he had no c¢bjection to the latter sending & Vattalion into the

- Ti DRuKG Valley. This we tock as an alert and began a map atudy.

13 November, the tattalion was moved on brigade orders to & new area of
operations suuth and southwest of Flei Me. Unce agein saturation
patrolling was cunducted: out of company beses throughout the day with
no oontact. Company B was alrliftuu after 1500 hours into the Drigade
CP ares as - seourn.ty, and fer an immediate reection foerce under Brig,ade
contrul, It closed into ;osition by 1800 hours- :

‘ B. 4t approx:uua,taly 1700 hours, the Brigade Conmander and

1 visited the Company 0 south of Plei Mo. During the visit, the
Brigade Commander gave ms orders to exocute an assemlt by helioopter
into the Iu DRLNG Valley, north of CHU FUNG Mountein early the next
, morningr with e misaion of ccnducting search. and destroy. opera’cicns
through the 15ths - The area of operations wes pointed ocut on the map
and ho informed me that we would be supported from L4 FullUN, ccord- .
inatus 44023032, by two hatteries of 105mm howitzer artillery - one of
which would Le moved by air from PLsT b ea.rly on the 14th pr:.ur tc our
assault. .

Ce I returned to my CF near Plei Me; formulated a tentative
plany issued instructions to my staffs prucured further details from
3d Brigade Hosdquarters and the supporting helloopter unit; and issued
a warning order to my wnit commgnders, staff, and supporting olements s
By 2200 hours, 13. m»vcmber, all properations had been accomlished: ‘Which
were ossible without an aotual air recunndissance. JLrrangenents. ine
. cluded-an early morning airlift of Company B back o PLEI Mss direotions
to th@ oommanders of b and- C Conpa_niee to conoontm.te thelr eleuonts at -

1
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first 1ight in. the lafgest picksup mne(s) 4n their msmcti\re Buotorss .
end plans for a first light -air recon by all key cormendiérs anl staff
officers. A time of 0830 hours was sot for ifewance at wy C+ of the
operation orﬁer- .

v D. 4t this timey the "fighting" etrength of my lettered companies
as thoy went :Lnto the operation was as followss

| MULBEK CuibTICMY v OPEANION oRE
Co 4 . 5 o 115 6 164
Co B | 5 14 6 164 .
Gec 6 - 906 = 164
Co D 4 | | 76 5 1_‘118‘

: f The shortggus wers primarily <ue to malaria ans. it

Hach cumpeny aleo ha' 3 ~ 5 den at Lege cenp ab . » f
adninigtrat ention, enl buse camp area develp »men;*.. w(;rkers. _
There were 8 - 10 tiex on R and Ropr absent: going e‘adk to prépare for B and R. _

111, OPE.ILTJ.Uh&__'fh_

.Ac

’ ’ (1) 14 November dawneﬁ bricht and clﬁa:c. Bhortly after
first light at 0630 hours, C‘v@v iy B w urned to battalion control
gt rlei lie and began wmaking £
aswult compq;.._.'_ Ther Chinoo

i “its role as_the

( c w4ed B Company back were

y 218t artviliery to LY

'ﬁ assembled and after a
light route, and items

’bWQ ﬁ'un Shi 18 »

l‘eyb A}. e mgda o

s anfl tho Commandmg
i alion (.Lvn Cu, Tth

(2) During the sl ToCuN, @overal vpon arees were seleot-
el by nombers of the recon party a8 possible lerding zones in and around
the LA DRANG Valloy. U roturn from the reoon at ebout 0815 hours, .
‘wo received o weitten Preg Orfler from Brigede widch Speclfica.lly de-
fingd the ares of Operationss The apea is shown on the atteched map
(Tab B)s I then reo-’ : nughte & to ‘the L& to be used. Three
poseibilities W of this ddg0 i - M'e TJ.I\«GO, X-RaY, and
YalKGE (Bee Dab B, Ol : 5 primary W for hein
to Yty evge & ! Y
boing 4o wBuall »
that MA?I mﬁ

h pro ":bly aceommeﬁme aight UI: 1D'
ided on 12 a-RaY s yvepared to isgue
v raddol b a;t Yeotdon. Conourrently I dispetohed
the Lavmirx Eeem Sao: on forr g ) ewpl flight wp the Lu DwNG Valley

arce to golin dofsiled Wioh on A-RY, YaNiaili, the surrounding
torrainy and to Jouk lgns of eneny mc‘civi’hy. Tha Cavelry Seotion
rammﬂ In epproxdmataly 40 ainites with the informmn that me




- bhigh grem

was spotted with high stumps and would be difficult to use ag & lands~
ing zone. The Cavalry Section Confirmed thut 42 J-Ra¥ could teke gight
%o ten UH-1D'e at one time, ilo slghe of eneny activity were Geteoted.
eround X-Ral¥, -and the Cavalry Section was vt fired on during its low=
level recon. Several ails were picked up &id their locations were
noted. The Cavalry Sgction elso reported seeing commo wire on g trail
orth of X-R4Y which led esst and wests« o trgils led through Ly X-RAY.
1 made my decision to lang Bt A~RuY s TUNGO and Yok a8 altérnates
o be. uged only on my orders. I then ida 9d an otal operation order,

- Heduoced to writing, it is attuched at Tab C. Hresent to hear the order
were all my Compa ommanders; the betts steff and apecial staffy

the lift Compeny Cosiarider and his uig oer to the batialion,

the Cavalry tion. Li 8% Battalion, 21g%t

5 ormander arrived durs -

tefed shiortly

@ two artillery batteries
- foy the assault land-

40 Ys timed to be

. ¢ Company Commanders

+ The B Company Commander

frip on & meobaniosl mule.

1 fioeossary properations had

lotions WNo prodlems had

were. then flown back %o th
returned to his wunit £o) ik
The timo was -approii
either bedn songlete
been raised, '

B, THy INITIal ASS4UL

_ -~ Due to last minyte ‘positioning of the artillery picces
caused- by air movement delayd, - the broparatory fires did not begin |
until 1017 hourss 1 weg in tho lead airoraft and hed e good view

of these fires. They were: prooiaély where r and beautifully
1 company s - Pires

tired with the ‘landin e ! S
- laud 309 zoney tn the troes .

- wera conaentrated i) - Lguid 3hig
" and RBigh B ot 2 anG I e dtew lopding down from the -
& forthvest of A-RA¥. The sorinl artillery ceme in on the -
the tubs artillery fires and worked over the area for: 30 seoonds
£ their lopds » then went into & nearby air orbit - -

o The L bat gun ghips took up tho fires and wera
immodietely efiged &f the UB-1D'g. -hs we Gumb in for the assault’ Iangs
ing all door gunmews fived imtq i Ymndad

- end rad from-the landing
likely' enu :
Bettalion Sergeant bujer, !
end a Vistnamose nativmal,
who oould spoak guod ifygl:
Flol ko and over the Li Hik
Vfficer, and liaison Uffig
Porwanrd 4t Gontpoller, 3
for bvest oxecubion 4 HEdes sYsiglcns : v
for an air OP, Gy pul we' wepeivad no snomy fire end made no -
contiot upon Lakding, S Yenrein wae flat and condieted of serub
treos up o 100 feot Highy thick slephiant gragy verying in hoight from
one fuot to Tive fouky wnd dnt BeTle thyy ighout the area up to eight
feot _hi@r’wﬁ@*ﬁm Bl mhd ke grags wh ani around then,
ilong the westorn odge of tha &dy the bress wnd #2488 wore esyocially
thiok and exteh@al o£F dnto i wglo on the foothille of the moun- ,
tain, ' shotsgraphe of the aée s ot Tabs D and B, Those photos were
taken soveral days af¥er the metion ended hencs the arce ig less
foldeted than o 4 loveuban When we wemt 4a. ‘The 16 UH-1D's returned
o Flot 1 erea to pitk up the reminder of Company B and & porte.
lon of the #ext sompmay tg Do brotight in ~ Compiny .. Thus bogan’ the
procese of shuttling the bBettel o inte tHy area of operations. “The .

time of 0o mssault was jres soly 1048 houvs., , LT

hools ¢
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Commander swoured the landing zone by having one of his platoon lead-
srg dispatch his squads into different areas; 50 to 100 meters off
the landing Zbfie to reconnoiter, while he retainsd the balanoe of his
company ceoncealed in & clump of tress and high gress nezr the center
. of the L% arez as an cffensive striking feroe. &t approximately 1120
hours, one of the recon squads took a prisoner. I immediately tcok -
my S5-2 and the Vietnamese, ™r« Wik, and went to the location and ques=- -
tioned bin. He was unarmed, dressed in dirty khaki shirt and trousers
- with a gerial number on one of the shirt epaulets, and carried an enpty
canteens Ho stated that le had saten only dbanenas for five days, ad
that there were three battalions on the mountain above uws who wanted .
very much to kill Americsans but had been wnadble to find them. He
stated that he was in tho Yorth Vietnamess a¥my. Tho B Company
Comupnder was Girectaed to intensify his reconn:issafice in the arca
whare the prischer hod been taken \nver the momntsin), and tu yrepare
%o assume the U Company mission of searching the lower portien of
- the mountain ares with emphasis on the finger and drew to the north-
. west. ly cotmand chopper was called in. end the prisoner was taken
back immediately for interrogation at tho Brigade CPs By then, 1210
hours, sufficient elements of Compeny & had landed (unopposed) to
- take over the L4 seourity mission from Company B. &lso ‘glements of
the reconnoitering platoon of b Company had made contect with '
scattered cnemy riflemen near the mountein. The b Company Commznder was -
ordered tu assume the € Vompany sesrching miswiony to move up the
finger leeding down towards X-RAY; and to deviolod the situstion, B
Company moved outy, and I dirpotod the commender of Uompehy o pepare
‘to move up into the saeme area on order whoen Compeny ¢ had arzived in
A-RaY in sufficient strength to take over b security. &t that tiue, 1230
hours wo were taking no fire in the Li, 4round 1245 hours, lead ele~
monts of Company b began tu engege in e fire fight of modorate in-
tonsity. Bhortly afterwords at approximately 1330 hovre, Cormanding
Officer, Company B reportud that he wag boing -gbtuoked Heavily by at
loast two oumpanies of enemy &nd thwt his right platoor sime in danger
of boing survewnded wnd out off from the reet of theo company by &
numerically supsrior force. The fire Fight beeame intonse. lso &
few rounds of 60 and 81 3m morter fire Yeogan falldng in the L& and on
- B Company, B Company alac veseived gote rocket fird. ‘

o (2) Shortly efter tho hesvy fire fight bogan, the last

platovn of & Coumpany and the Oompexyy Comuiendar ghd losd olements of

0 Compeny lendets Tho Uonmanding Uffioen, ‘Company & was ordered to

Q. | Sompeny up on the loft of B Company; to establish physioal .

to proveet the B Company loft flank; end to sond

by to assist & Company in getting to the
wag tn denger of being cut off. The Comuend-
sdordd tc take up a blucking positiin off.
s southwest Yo prevent the Ld from -
o aitd te glve Protoetion to & Cumpeny's
in the Cempend ohepper and told him to
heve my Porwerd - Conprollon Wpihg in oir gbrikes beglining on the
lower fringe of ¥he spimhain foothille and Wwork ovbr the mountain end
enemy approaches fc the LY :

ity
v noup to B
L Company platoch which
ing Officer, Compang ¥ was
the 1:nding zcre to ‘the o
being overrmn from that dives

loft flank. I salled the =3

to the iR.L and to the artillexy.
i¥gietis and reoquests from - -
compunies. - i wodponge to & specific roquest, fires
were tc be poured . gtod above. Thée Compatiy Conmanders,
forwerd observers, tha forwsrd air controller, and the artillety
Liaison officer wore all heving diffioulty getting coordinated as o

the locations of the forward olemonts of the companies. Thore were .

no woll-defined torruin festures tc halp and the morub and trees all
lookod elike. The air was heavy with smoke end dust. B Company had
more problums than ahy obher dompeay sinco it had one platcon separ- ‘
atod frow the xost of the company in the jungle, and could not precis
sely pin point its lucction for purpesas of cloggwin fire supporbt. - :

:

.;g;lﬂl‘i:’omn was in a goving firo-fight againet g foree of 75-100 gnemy, ~

The.

Tho Tact that this platuon vas forward of B and 4 Gompaiiies deleyed




delivexry of effegtive fircs in support of theso twe oompinies.

lowaver; using the technique of ‘‘welkiug" fires down the mountain

from the south and west, fires were placed whero thoy guve

somo holp to theso twu compenios - espocially Company 4. I spucifically
dofined soveral draws leading down frow the mcuntain, and wented fires
placed on eneowy mortar positions sighted cr suepected out to 81 mm .
mortar ranges Two air strikes were also brought in on the vallsy

floor to the northwest on and near the location of the suspocted

eneny. battalion reported by higher headquarters the previous day.

4% this point, tho nost oritical period of the aftornoon began.

(3) The A Company Commander sent up omgpletcon to B

Company es directed. This platoun headed out, becomo ongaged, and
ended up on the right of B Company rather than tho left. This was
o.nfuging to both the 4 C mpany Commander aend Hysalf until later

in tho afterncon when the licatiun of this platoon beoame scrted
~out. Tho'b Coumpany Commander pushed out in an effort to reech his
platoon which by that tiwe had boon gompletely surrounded. B Conpany

=) plus the « Company plation was able to got to wathin 75 meters

of the cut~off platoon but could get no furthors The . Company plat-
con made it closer than any other element. B Compeny was takingmod-
erate casusltios. Concurrently as Company 4 (-) was heading up to- -
- wards the left and rearmcst vlements of B Gumpany, it made heavy '
ccntect with a large force of at least ung PuVN Company which was
driving in and along a dry creck bed parallel to the westorn odgo of
tho La. These enemy wore hoaded directly towards thoe left rear of
Compahy Be 4 very heavy fire fight immodiately broke out. 4 Com-
pany was taking light casualties, ani oxtracting a heavy toll from
the oneny. une of the « Cumpany platouns was in such a position thet
it was able ti bring close-in flanking fire on 50 ~ 70 PiVN as they
continued weving seross their frunt. MNany of thom wore killed, as
whon the lezd fow were droppod, the remainder kept oowming right into
the field of fire. A Cumpeny took two prisoners who wore later ov:c-
uated to Br:.gade. ' . - '

(4) Just as the & Cumpany fire fight broko out, tho last
oleuonts of G Cumpany and the lead olements of D Company landed. .8
they landed, tho holloopters t.ok numorcug hits but nons were shot down.
- Tho € Company- Commandor directed his eoloments into position along side
his other oloments which had londod previously. Within five minutoes,
& force of 175 - 200 eneny, hoaded for the L%, ran headldng into C
Company. C Company hold them off, killing numercus of them in the
process as thgy ccntinued trying o get t¢ the lending zono. Vne
priscnor wes takon and evacusted. The C Company action cuntinued for
approxivately 1% hours until the onowy, disorganized and decimated,
pulled off undor heavy friocndly a.rtlllory a.nd air fires, dragging many

- of his dosd and wounded.

” (5) Concurrent with all of the above, as the first
‘qlemonts of D CGompany landed (with the last olements of C Compeny),
they immcdiately became engagnd in the fire fight hesr 4 Company.

Une of the & Compally Commander's radio operators was KIL in the 1lift
Company Cormanders helivopter befops he aould dismount and the Guoir
gunner and one pilot were wownded. I sbpped the other eight Ud-1D's
from landing by redio. The U Compeny olements cunsisted of the command
group, pert of the mortar platcon and the- amntitenk plateon. The D
Company Commander led them towards the sownd of tho- ‘heavy: firing in
the & Company erca. They made it to the strosm-bed areaj iumediately
engaged 25 - 30 PiVH hoaded down the stream-bed and killed most of
them. - 4 Company olemente killed the rist. During this fight, the

D Conpany Commander and Mortar Platocn Leader were seriously woundod
but oontinued to fire their rifles personally killing gevoeral PuVi.

_ 4ftar the anory wore stopped, tho D Company Commender alvorndply lost
oonseivusnoss and ceme to. He turned ovor the command of the company
to tho Lntitenk FPletoon Sergoant, a Staff Sergeant, 8-6. Dispositions
“of unite at that time are shown at Tnd F. The Comasnding UFficer, 0
Company medo physiocal contact with tids Staff Sorgesnt and with W

. ,approval direotod the D Coupany olomsnts tu the left uf C Compem,y




tying in tightly around the'éouthaastern gdge of the L4 off in the brush.

(6) By then we.were teking numerous casualties throughout
the battalion, and it wns apparent that we were fighting 500 - 600 enomy.
Thesu woro only the ones we wers in contact with and I figured others
wera hoaded our way. 1 roquestod tho Urigsde Commsnder to sond mo another
rifle ooupany. He immediately approved this reguest. In fact I lrter
lerrned that he had already alerted b Company, 2d battalion, Tth Cavalry
and wes assombling it at piock~up zonos. ' .

(7) During thie fire.fight, the Cavalry Scout Section was

given specific aress to rodonnoiter. Thoy ooncentrsted on routes 0 fpratFa

Egress down the mountain to tho northwest and southwest, and also
approaches from the north and northwest on the vslley floor. the
Cavalry reported rosults to me on ny coummand not.e 4t this time,
approximately 1500 hours, I decided that it was nocessary to coatinue
to land the remsinder of the tactical eloments of the battalion cone

- 8isting of the reocon platoon, 3 Ui1D losds of C Company men, and
the X0 and 1et Sergesnt of U Company, 4lthough the eestorn portion of
the landing zone was under enony fire it had dlacked off considerably -
due to the U and U Uonpeny aotions. ‘“Theso elenonts landed safely. I

- turned v Comp: ny ovor to the Company XV and directed him to dispcso
thc rocon platoon around the north and e:st fringe of the L4 for L&
socurity and es battaelion reserve., Tho C Company Commander had pro-
viously, with my approvel, set up all rifle company mortars on the
oagtern fringe of the lu. The ¥ Coupany Conmander was directed to
add his mortars to them and tske over their control from a contral
¥DCo  Prinocipel dircction of fire wes toward & and b Companies.
The mortarmon also had tho mission of L4 defense to their omst. all
went quickly into position.

D, " Ty WD 4IACK TO RCH ik SURROUNDD 2D FlulOull CUMEARY. Bs

N (1) . The timo was now approxinately 1545 hours and the
disposition of the opposing foroos was as shown at wab U. ‘The first
- attonpt by Companios & 2nd b to rench the cut-off plutoon had been
stoppod by approxiuately 300 oneny. Wo woro taking uoderste oasualties
ospucially among leaders anc rediouen. rhese eneny were aggreesive and
they oume off the mountain in largée groups. They were well-camouflaged
~and took excellent advantage of cover and concealment. They were good
.. ahots«s Thoy were armed with nunercus autonatic weapons and small
"potato-teshor" grenndes. uven aftor being hit soveral times in the
chost, uany continued firing and noving for sevaral uore steps before.
dropping deads L ordered orpanies & and b %0 ovaomato tieir cesuslties;
withdrew undor covering firus out of close contacts and prepared for a
- coordinatod attack supported by hoavy proparetory fires to got back the
. surrounded platoon. lwanwhile Company C was oontinuing to hold off the
eneny to their front with the holp of sono magnificent artillory and
close air support. The battalion S-2 was wounded end later shot again
and killed during this enouy attack. Tho surroundsd platoon of B
Coupany stood off numorous PiVli offorts to ovorrun it. Corrying their
doad, their wounded, and thoir ogquipment tho men of tho platoon ostab-
lishoe a snall 25 woter wide poriuveter on a slight rise of ground and
redistributod their armunition under hoavy enemy fire. '

(2) at approxiuatoly 1620 hours, tho second attack by
 Compenice 4 and B to resch the surrounded prlatoon began. This attack. .
was precedod by artillery and ika preparatory fires. betwaen tho firvet
and socond aettaoks and despito heavy firos from artillory end afr, the
enoLy hed moved woll up towards . and B Uompanios, Somo we :
None fell becks For friendly to advanos, the cnomy had o' be
This was difficult bscause thuy were well-camouflagod and. wsod alkl. -
monns of cover anu concealment. lany had dug into suall -spidopsho
othors were dug into the tops aud sides of tho ant~hillsy U ‘
tiue, Compuny & had lost all throo rifle plutoon losdore - on
its artillery forwurd observer hl., Four mon hed bodn shot ¢
within slx feet of the Coupany Cormander, including his oomiio.
- who wue. aoting ae & radio operutor. Uompany b eohelonod &liel
. ohoud end to the right of Goupany 4, progrossod only 75 = 100 ‘mgters:

.- ®Y




wwoh -of it paid for in closo-in fighting, I had given u Coupeny
back his platoon which had beon aseisting b Coypany. Nevortheless
- & Company could only progress sbout. 150" tgtarss Ono platoon of 4
Company advenced farther than tiue othar twoy beoano ¢ngugod with a
groatly suporior forces and was pinned down. Home of the onouy per=-
witted the friondly to pess by them in tho dense terrsin and then
opened up from concealed positions. White phosphorous axrtillery was -
brought in arotind the platoon and betwoon the platoon and . Gompany (-)
to give support to an « Company move forward to got it. Tho burning
phosphorous caused @ teuporary lull in the anenmy firing and that plus
the smoke, ohablod the platoon and their doac and wounded to be regohoed
and brought backe. 4 200 - 225 enemy force was still in the area fighte.
ing against Companios & and B. Yy 1740 hours, I decided thet it was
hecessary to pull 4 and B Companies, under cover of heavy supporting .
firos, back to tho fringe of the landing zone and sot up & tight
defensive porimeter for the night. Wo woro etill in good ocomrmun~
deations with the surrounded platoon and it wes ringed with close~in
- artillery defensive fire. Iy intentions wore to conduct another coprd-
‘inated attack during the night or curly the noxt worning to reach it ox
fo got them out during the night by infiltration. Both u and b Companios
hed nunerous Wla and Klu to get out of tho arva of sontaot _reorgan-
ization of the squads and platoons had 46 be accouplishedy resupply
of atmo and water had to be carried out; and all unite of the batialion
hed to bo tied in and disposed for the night. @ Company had takon a -
heavy toll of the eneuy throughout the afternoon. ¢ Conpany had token
& fuw caosualties but was in good shepo and tho onouy,y although still
in ountnot, had coused his atteascks on the company, Company D had gone
into position. b Compony, 24 Battalion, Tth Cavalry was landed in two
to four Uh~1D loada at a time from 1705 to 1800 hours. as they landod
- I builf tuen into a reserve force prepared to cownter~attack any pone-
tration of C Conpany or for oorindtment in the 4, B Coupany ares of coune
taot. This was not nocessary. o

- (3) The withdrewsl of & and ¥ Coupaniocs wus conduotod
sucoesefully: White pliogphorous, fired by ertillery, was again used
%0 ocver the withdrawal. The burning phosphorous scomod te disorganize
tho enery mofs then Hi end tho smoke greutly assited us by ite soresné
4900 hours, the orgenizati the perimoter was
ra tying defongive artillery
& o

battalion

, (1) while a1l of tho abuve desoribed uotions were in pro-
gross, numerous othor activities were going on. « nsjor problem was
oare ond evaouuptiod of tho wounded. userly in tho afternvon, the battale
ion surgeen, modical supplics end four aid station porsonnel wore brought..
in. Thoy arrived avounit 1400 howrs and under heavy fire treated the wounded
in uy C¥ wrea. 1 aid fwt call dn bod svac holicoptors tou frequontly
becauso most of the afternoon the landing zono was under fire. Lt aboub
1330 hours a small two-oliopper open aree was soleoted in tho northeastorn
portion of X-Ru¥, as ny Bupply dnd oveoustion link o the rear. This
we had to defend at all cpsts. This ares is shown at Tab ds L requested
the holicopter 1ift company coumander to evaouate tho wounded, bring in
supplios, and sct up a systet Whoyoby every helicopter ootidng to X-RiY
with troops, with supplies, or for wounded would ocall me for landing:
instruotions. This systom worked very well; throughout the afternoon
and enrly ovening, nuworous Uk-1D's were brought in - each from o _
specifio direction at a presoribod . altitude to land &t a specific place
and go out on a presoribed hosding. I have the highest adwiration, .
Predec end ruspoct for the outetanding professionalisn and ocourage of _
the Vau-1D pilots and ¢rews who yan a gauntlet of aneiy five tinme after =
time to holp us. They never refused tc come ing thoy fullowod dnstpi
- dons bemuwtifully; theéy were great. We in turn called ‘them in whenw
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fire was the lightest end tried to have everything ready for each land-
ing to keop then on the ground a minimun time. lcno were shot down
and destroyed although most of them tuok hits. iwo esircraft were brought
in which did not get out. Une received enery fire in the ongine and
had to lend in an opon aroe just off the northern portion of tho Lé:
tho other clippod a fow treo tops with the wain rotor on landing in the
L4 and had to be loft. Crows of both airoraft woro immedintoly lifted
out Ly other hulicopters. Both downod holicopters wore inmodiately
securcd by oloments of Company D without orders per battalion SUP =
thoy boing tho nearost troops. Both wore slightly demagod only and -
worae slung out two days later by CH-47 Chinooks. During the throe
day battlo, those woro tho only two downed holicoptors. Ly 1530 hours,
it had bocowe epparent that we would nood a night landing cepability -
that £ needod a pathfindor toam t¢ assist 1o ¢n tho ground. & callod
thoe & Company, 229th lift ocompeny commander with a requost fur path- .
finders and was gratified tu loarn that he had anticipatod the roguire-
ment. Thoy arrived shortly thereaftor und with engincer demolitionists
cloared the W into a fairly safo two-choppor landing area and set up
lights to be turned vn if nocessary fur night landings. wlthough under
‘onery’ observation and firo, it was loss vulnorable then the southern
portion c¢f X~ whore wo wero still cloaning out onomy riflemen.

(2) by dark, at 1915 hours, s resupply of ammo, rations,
water and modical supplies had been bruught ine UVexdrans, morphino,
and bondages were the medical supplies most nceded and wator was at a
premiun. 4t approximatoly 1850 hours, 1 rediced my 9-3 and told him -
to prepare to come in as s.uon as pussible using twu UH-1D's and to
bring in tho ertiilery liedscn officor, FuC, two radio «perators and
nmore water and small arus ammo. ‘Thaoy lended at 2128 hours. Tho dust
and snoke which hung like a horizantal onvtedn over bhe ontire apon
. dolnyod thoir arvival and mado tho landing very diffioult but cnce agnin,
the 229th pilots perfurmed with great ocourage and professionalism.

IVe ACUIVLCTay DURLNG v HIGHT OF 14 NOV.GHbER:
4+ By darknoss, 1915 hours, we had ovacuated all our woundod
:nd colluetad cur doad in ty CP arcas . wno and wator wes boing dis-
tributed; tho landing zone ares was in tho final stogoes of weparaticn
for night landings; mortar and artillery fires were boing rogistered
cluso arcund tho perimeter; o small light proof working area had. beon
censtructed out of jonohos for the uodicsy and the chain of ocormand
. had been reorgenized. L telkod with nany of thg fion and could see that
the mralo was high. We know we were facing e tough onewy dbut we elsc
knew the cnomy with o greatly superior foree hed failed tu get through
us that efterncon. We wore in exoollent shape as we completed tying dn
our perimeter. Tho cut-off platoon of B Company was in gocd morele and
was holding its position.. . ' . :

" Be During tho night tho enesy tade several light probes
furward of & and b Company; and of C Uoupany near whore it tied in
with . Gompany, irtillery horessing ané interdiotion fires wore brought
dewn on the lowex fingers and draws of the mountain, arvund the
- southiorn and wostorn odgee of the perimeter; and up on the slopes whore
four or fiveo olestrio lighits woro observed. Ve roeceived six or soven
rounds of high oxylusive fire, either mwrtar or rookets. :

. Ce The surrcunded platoon of B Company on a finger of the moun=.
tain 300 noters northwaest of the battelion porineter was jrutectod by
olose~in artiilory fires all night. Tho enony eould be heurd all dround
the platvone wrtillery fire was brought in on these arens and tho ghouts
and sorsans told of guod results. Tho platoon bogan and ended the night
with 8 KI4, 12 Wl and 7 wen not wounced, It wes disposed in two soparete
locations within their small porimoter. The platuoon leader, platuos
sorgeunt and weapons squad lender ware auong the Kli., The men who ended
up on the radic wis u Sorgeont w=5 sguad loader. He could not get to
the ranking man (a Ytatf Sorgoant rifle squad leador), sinco any move he . .
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made drew immediate enory rifle firc. He wes thc commo and leadorship
link to his Compeny Cumender. Throughout the night he adjusted close-in
artillery fire on the oneny surrounding him as he hoard theri.moving and
talking. Throo separate attocks were made during the night ty the cromy-
oach in about 50 man strongth. 4ll were poaten off by small arms and
ortillory fire. Saveral of tho wounded wen of the platoon continucd to
fighte The secund attack, at approximately 0345 hours wes preceded by
bugle calls around the platoon and up on the mountein 200-40Q meters
above the platoons I roguosted and roceived a Tk uir strike in the
erves abovo the platucn. . It wes conduoted under sir Force flareship
illunination. Xt wap right on target and grectly assisted in brouking
up the sgcund attack on the surrounded platooh. This was the cnly
- i1llunination usod all night sinoo it exposéd the men in the surrounded
platcon as well as the foxholes in tho open arces of tho batualion
porimeters u4lso, thore was a fairly bright moon from 2315 onwards. Whan
day~light broke, numarous onemy déad were seeh ayound the surrcunded
platoon.s Those wers only the de:d who oculd ba soon ty the men as they
lay prene in their positionss Uthor bodies were possibly concealed by
the high grass which dotted the arca: During the night, the non of the -
platuon saw and hoard the onoy dragging off many dead and wounded.

, D, First light ocme ot 0630 hours. I had tontotively decided
on ry plan of attaock to reagh the surPounded platoon whilo simultaneously
socuring the perimeter, I dirsscted my i; B, and C Gompany Conmanders

to moet mo &t the U Company CP to finalize tho plan and to roceive my
orders since that was tho best point of vantage. Tho %imo was approxe-
inatoly 0640 hours, I also direotad oach company o chook arcund thair
positions cerefully for infiltretors and snipers. .

Ve MNELY ATTACES. Q1 15 NOVAMBRS

4, 4t approximately 0650 hours the reocn plemonts of the 1st

- and 24 platouns of € Cumpany (tho two left platoons) which were soarch~ -
ing and sorecning approximately 100 ~ 200 meters forwexd of their
positions bogan retaiving rifle fire from their front and left front.
They returned the fire snd began pulling bagk to thoir Gefonsive pos- .
itions. &t this tiie, thay Wwere attackoed by a foros of 2 - 3 Conpanios.

‘The onemy was well-cemouflageds orouching Jowi end in eomo cases crawling
on hands and knees. The rooon partics £rum the twe platoen positions
righty of the coupany CF enowvuntered no enomy but pulled baok immoediately
to their defonsive pogitions. 4o dntense snall arws fire fight broke
oute The weight of the eneny attsok was directed at the left portion
of tho C Compeny sector. The reden partios of tho 1st and 24 pletcons
began teking cesurlties including some hIi as they pulled back. Uther
men wora hit trying to get tuv. thaems Sosie were rocoversed; howaver, by -
then - 0730 hours the enemy had moved almost to the porimeter foxholes
despito taking suvvere losees from artillary, mortar, and close air.

- Savago olosa-range fighting weht on for the next two hours in the C
Compeny sestor - primarily in tho loft three platucn aress and forward
of tie Compeny OPs Thore was considerable hand~tu<hand fighting. For
oxample, the 18t plgtoon lender was found later KIA with five deed PiVN

cercvund him iIn end noar his OF foxhola.  Uno sigh was found K1 with his
hends at the throat of a dead PAVN, Tunercus eneuwy bodies were .found
interningled with the killed afid wounded of € Qotpany. st approxinetely
0715 hours, the eneny sttacked tho L Company sestor near where the
morturs were emplaced., This put the porimetor under attack from two
directions. JArtillery,; aowiel Rocket sptillepy, and Til siir were
culled in and their fires were acourate wnd extremely offective. ARa

“and TaC Lir woas also used %o ring the perdmeter with fires. FPriority

ot ell fires was given to € Company. The artillery Pu with C Conpany

wag pinned down by rifle fire in tho company CP erea. Hence the artille
ory was adjusted hy iy artillery liaison ufficer from ty UP. Therc was
good observation. '

B. 4t approxivately 0715 hours, the Comusnding Uffioer, ¢ ‘ ‘ :
Company reguestod reinfurcements., I took a plat;_:on‘ from Compeny o \4% . =
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boing the closest tu C Compeny) and dispatchod i’c fcr the C Company
CP arees It came wnder fire while moving over the cpen ground, lost
2 hIi and WI4, but made it to the right center of the C Conpany sector.
4t about 0745 hours, the A Company sootor was attacked by what was -
lator detormined to be & small force. We wére now being attsoked from
three differont directions with firing of equal intehsity in all three
araass Urazing fire from eneny suall arus and sutcuatic weapons was
criss-orussing the intorior of the perimeter into the lending zone,
bettalion CP ercea and aid station. Twolvo tu f:.ftobq HE oxplusions
of eoither onemy morter or ruoket fire ogoured in the perimeter. Several
men wore wounded in and noar tho €¥ by suall arms firo. Une was hli.
I alerted ry reserve fur probable coumitment in the ¢ Company eres or
D Company Soctor = both of wiich contingencles we had planned for the
. hight befure. L radived the brigede ovonander, informed hinm of the
situation, and in view of the losses being sustained by C Company and
the honvy atteck, 1 raquested en edditionsl reinforoing ocrpeny. oo
had alresdy alerted Gompsny &, 24 Battalion, Tth Cavalry the previous
. night and osgsemblod it with helicopters ready for movemont. My re- .
quest was approved but 4 did net bring the company in at that tiro due
Ctu hemry firo in the Mk bee Tab I for dispusitions of opposing foroes.

Ce The heavy fire fight continued only in the U and U Conpany

Seotorse 4t cno tire, epproxiustely 0800 hours, the anti~tank platoon
wés heavily engaged and the 1 was sevorely threutonsd. Tho morteruen
werv firing both their mortars and their rifles and trking houvy. sumall

arms fire., Une mowrtar was hit and put out of aotion by enecuy fire.

L cornittod 1y resorve, the Reocon Flatoon, which moved into tho left
of tho C Company sootcr; headed towards D Compeny and cléanocd it out.
Tloy jolned up with tho rest of D Cowpany and from then on throughout
the rost of the attack, that portion of the pordmeter wso under ocntrol,
This permitted me tu tn.ke tho rigk of ocommenoing to bring in . Company, .
24 bettalion, Tth Cavelry. although the L was under fire, it was reduced
gomewhuts I needed 4 Cumpany, 24 Dpttalion, Tth Cavalry ingso that I-
- ovuld reinforce or possibly ccunteratteck or block in or behind the

C Company seotors I ordered the ocimanier, b Comprny, 24 Battalion,

7th Cavalry to pull one additional rifle platoun plus his command group

uff his lines turn the seotor over to.his romaining platcons assshble

the Company (-) dispersed near my CP; and prepare, on order, to reinforos,
block, or counterattack in the U Uonpany weotor which was 125 noters to

tho east of the C¥ or sodond, in any othow arwss By then, two vfficers
of C Company had beon killed ecnd fthree wounded. Howevor, tho company
conmender although shot ia tho ohiget end back continued tu funetion;
holp to control his ociipenys ssid give me reports for noarly three hours.
The non of C Company stood their ground. Une man of Company D who wound
up in the C Company sector was the only scldier loft covering 50 metors.
- Ho personally shot 10 = 15 enemy with his M-16 riflo firing from the
kneoling pusitivn. The company radic operator pioked off 15 -~ 20 freu
. the coupany C¥ foxholo. Thoe ocompany ovumander killed several before

ho.wes woundeds Tho onewy fire was so heavy that movenent towards or

within the seotur resulted in more friondly cssualties. It was during

tide aotion at 0755 hours that 2ll platoon positions threw a ovlored

smoko grenade on my order to dofine viswally for Pul air, ahe, and

artillery aiv obeervers the periphery- of the parimetor. all fire suPP‘JI‘t '
was brought in extremely olves, Some fedendly srtillery fell inside -
the perimetor, end two ¢nfis of zw,palm wBre fplivared in my C¥ area

wounding. two men and setbing wff | w26 smo, This- wo ncoeptod as
~abnorral, but not unexpadte omepganoy nood fur unusually
oluso~-in fire support 50-10, G Company’, with attachments,

fought the nassive eneny foree foz ovor two hours. 4% approximately

0910 hours, olements of i Companyy 20 Battelion, Tth Cavalty bogn
landings L briefed the Commndifg VUfficer, & Compahy, 24 Battalion,

Tth bavalry on the situation and sew t. 4t that ho was orionted by the
Coumanding Ufficer, B Company, 24 Lattalion, Tth Cavalry on tho seoctor
ho wos to go into. 1 thon ordered the Commanding Officer, Company B, -
24 Bottalion, Tth Cavalry to move with his ocommend group and thoe one
 platoon to tho U Cuuapany seotur, agsuna ountrol over the remeind
C Compony end rosponsibility for tho defense of the geotor:
out at 0941 hours. -BG" romaining platous of B Company, 24 B
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Tth Cavelry followed shortly nfbar when it was relioved on the porimetur
by 4 Companyy 20 Battelion, Tth Cavalry« whon tho 3rd platoan of &
Compeany, 24 Battalion, Tth Cpv: lry diswmounted from tho cheppers, it
hended towards the C Company, 1st battalion, Tth Covalry fire fight ond
asgoubled behind their left platoon. I attached it to B Company, 24
Battalion, Tth Cavalry ani it fought with that coupany throughout the
noxt two doys. By 1000 hours the enemy atteok hed been defoateds C
Company had held. The oneny never ponotratod through their positiuns
4% approximetoly 1330 hours all ocumpanies on the perimeter screcnod
cut for 300 weters and policed tho battlefield. Deud PuVN, PaVN body
fragments, ond P.VN weapons snd oguipmont wete littorod in profusion
~around tho odge and furwetd of the perimbter: Numerous-budy. -fraguente
wero sogn. There was mussive svidence @igv bloody trailsy bandages,
o6 of many othor PuVis baing dragyed eWay fyowm the area. Humo of the
eneny dend wore found gtacked bohind anthills. artillory asd Tal sir
was placed on all weedefl aroas neurby into which trails disaiypeared.
Nunerous onewy weapons wera collectod along with other armanent. ‘fwe
prisvners were takeh ahd ovagunbeds Friondly desd snd wounded wers
elso gollooted. Sune friendiy wera killed and wotinded in this screen-
ing,. ¢ Oompany, 16t vattalion, Tth Cavalry was thon positioned as

‘the batvtalion pepaive din tho centor of the perimetor and i Company,

24 Bgttalion, Tth Cpvalry wes in position in the former b Company,

24 Battelion, Tth Cu.valry gocter.

VI

die Leto in tha aftornoon of 14 Novomber, the ll'r'JF wlo Cowdar
“had moved tho 24 Battalion, 5th Chvalry, into L Viector. 4t approximately
0800 hours it headed, on foot, for Ld X-HY. Seoe Tab J fur routos used.
4t 1205 hours, it olosed into A-RaY. Tho Coumending VUfficer, 24 Battalion,
5th Cavalry and 1 coordinated on the dispesiticn of forces. It was agroed
that his &« and b Companies which werce south and west of L X~RiY on the
lowor slopos of the mountain heeded northwest plus b Cumpany, 18t Battalion,
Tth Cavelry would ooaduct o ocordineted attack bohind ertilleory, iR,
TuC sip propévation to relieve the surreunded platuon. Thae route of
attaok was as shown at Tab he It was agroed that I would assume opor-
ationnl guatred of Uompany 3, ad Batteldlon, 5th Cavelry and be in overall
- contrel of Bl vnits et Lo WeRul plue pemponsibility for its dofenses B
otk 11@11, ‘Sl detelry doved foeward of v Uompany, 1ot Bottalion,
3 2& Battal‘:l.un, 5th Cavelry mortars wont
4y 18t ﬁattalion, Tth Cavalry (mﬂ.nus

into pesition snd nagista.‘c Ae D
the merber platoon) wos. asdsd e
- in resorva. The atbank by o and ¢
Oavalry and B Conpany, st Batt n,
Commanding Officer, 2d Battalion, Sl Lay

Thero was littlo qnony resistmbcs. b Compmy, 1s’o Battalion. Tth Covalyy
© ‘reachod tho -surrcupdod platooll at 9 510 Hewrsw. . &% the loocation theye wete.
8 kli, 12 Wis and 7 unwotlidede ‘The plutoon sbill dind efime doft aud woxe
in guod merele. The woundad wers avaauatea opd all wnm dispesed dad
dug in Pox the night, B _4 aé showh Bode  Jaasrdtions
watony s Mﬁwm Wma bioviaht 4n mtl étii'bm'bu%aaw mm iaaad wore eil
0%16%‘&29&; ’

“in oo sexi@s of: sammdary
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B. &4t approxiuetely 0400 howrs, the enory began probing the
B Company, 24 battalion, Tth C&v:lry soctors «t 0422 hours o foroe of
250 ~ 300 eneny attacked b Company,; 2d Battalion, Tth Cavalry in the
18t Battalion, Tth Cavalry sactors Tho route of sttack was from the
southoast as shown at Tab l. Flareship illumination was cxlled for and
continuous until 0545 hours. The attack was beaton off by small erms
end artillery fires. -4t 0431 hours another ettack by 200 enemy oeme in
on B Company, 24 Battalion, Tth Gavclry. Baeh time a flare would light
up, the eneny would hit the ground or fall back into the cover and con=
cealuont offerod by the high grass and troes. Tho artillery took a
hezvy toll. There wero four batteries firinge The PV could be scen
dragging off numercus bodies. By 0503 hours, the weight of his attiock
hsd shifted more to the southwest with epproximetoly 100 encny attacking.
This was repulsed by 0535 hours, 4t 0550 hours, the flaraship ran out
of flares. Jrtillory illumincticn wes then employed. The mortars of
both battaliuns had been firing Hs gsince the attack began. lortar
illumination wes then permitted. Lt 0627 hours, ancther attack cane
directly towards the CP, at 0641 hours the éneny had been boaten
off end was dragging off bodies under fira, | B Company, 24 Battalion,
T7th Chvalry had performed magnificently,'an& ‘had suffered only 6 lightly
woundot.. During the atteck, two separate resupply runs of amo were |
mado by the Recun Platoon, 18t pattalion, Tth CGgvalry under fire and one
by the X0 and radic operators of ¥ Uompany, 2u Battalion, Tth Cavalry.

: C.. at 0641 hours, orders werg given for all men on the perimeter
to spray the treos and the -anthills and bushes furward and ovor their
positions at 0655 hours for two minutes to kill infiltretors, snipers, oto.
Tmmetiietely upon firing, a force of 30 - 50 PuVW exposcd thewselves 150
moters forward of CGonpany 4, 24 Bettion, Tth Cavalry and bogen firing
their weapons, apparently the '"uad minute" froe spraying, prematurely
triggerod a possible enemy attack., HE and VI drtillery was brought in
. and tho attutk was beaten off in twenty minutes. The tactic of spray

firing acccunied for 6 fuVN dend. Unc himg from a tree forward cof the
left platoon of B Company, 24 battalion, 7th Cgvalry. dnother droppod
out of a tree immodiately forward ¢f the B Company CP. VYns #.VL was
killod about one hour later attempting to climb down a tree end csoapo.
My cumpany ocrmanders reported to me that the men likod this spraying.
. In adcition to killing enenmy, apprarently it affords a release of ten=
‘'sion built up through the night, and clears any doubts as t¢ encuy
noarby. 4t 0716 hours, a cautious end dolibarate sweep was mede by
Company C, 18t Battalion, Tth Cavalry and the Rocon pletoon, st
Battalion, Tth C_valry throughout the interior and fringes of the L.

I ordered this c0nduoted on hands and knecs tc search fur friondly
cagualties and YLVN infiltrators in tho high clephant grass. The troos
“were also saardhed. There were negative rosults, :

D. 4t 0810 hours,3 U'unmta on the{péfimoter were orderod to

" coordinats with thoix flunk whlys gr paxe. -to move out on e Bemrch
and cleaf ‘sweéop HOO | r. Tha movoment began at

0955 hours, howoﬁer, aﬁ: oY :
7th Cavalry oame under fifd. Vne tdon leaaer o seriously woundudo
411 movanent was SGN '

: ‘ raartillery and TuC uir was
called in, Wé then mo'ed haa 'ut; wliminatué 81l rosistance and policed
the arcrs 27 more PLVN were kKilled on this sweep, wneny desd were ly=
ing throughout the area. I saw tassive avidanoe of daad and wounded cvace
uation =~ ¥Blood, body fragmenta, bloody dermonts, otos We also brought

' in throe friendly KIL., Nusiorcus oneiy wespons wera ccllocted. liany were
saen which hud boon fraguented By fire. "

E. ut approx1mdmely 0930 hours, the first cleuonts of tho

24 Battalion, Tth Cavalzy (-) bogan arriving at X-RuY, Thoy clused at
approximately 1200 hourse. wt 1040 hours, the Brigade Commander crdered-
me tu move. the battalion; Company b, 24 Battalion, Tth Cevalry; and the
34 Platoon, « Company, 2d Battalion, Tth Cavelry by Uk-1D to FuiCON Ly
then’ to Oamn Holloway ot Ploiku for two days of rogt and ruor@ﬂnlza¢is
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He ordered me to reli my elemsnts on line with el’eme. of the 24
Battalion, Tth Cavalry and the 2d: Battalion, 5th Cavalry, This I did.

. However before movivig B Oompany, 2d Battalion, Tth Cavalry, I had them
‘condugt one £ingl lateral sweep across their front out to 150 meters.
Thig was the soena of extremely heavy action and I wanted the battlefield_

- thoroughly policed. The extraotion by UH-1D was completely successful,
and was covered throughout by artillery and TAQ Alr delivered around

- X-BRAY, on the flight routes in and out, and .on the slopea of the mountain.
There was no enemy fire at any time during the extraction. Thé choppers
were not brought in until airoraft lodds were spotted on the LZ. Hence
the UH-1Ds were only on the ground a fow 'scconds. Conourrently with
troop extraction, excess supplies, enemy weapons, casualty gear and
weapons, and casualties were evacuated, Enemy hand grensdes, ammo,

anti-tank woapons, etc were placed in & large hole and arrangements -
were made with CO, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry for demolition by hisg
engineer teams, Many other enemy weapons had previously been destroyed
elsewhere in the battlc srea. By 1456 hours all eclements of the
1st Battalion, .7th Cavelry; B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry and
the 3d Platoon, 4 Company, 24 Battalion, Tth Cavalry had been extracted
from X-RAY bound for LZ Falcon. By.1830~hoursvall'elements_had lef't

1% PALCON by air and closed into Camp Holloway, vicinity ofiPleiku.
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yoT. INEWY, FRIENDLY CASUALTIES, CAPTURED:
' rgm:mamm '
A ENEMY:
Killed, body'count-é 634

Killed, wounded (Est) - 1215
Captured, evacuated - 6 .

‘B FRIENDLY (INCLUDES ATTACHFD UNITS):
Killed ~ 79
‘Wounded - 121
Missing - None

C. CAPTURED ENEMY EQUIPMENT, EVACUATED:

Assault carbines w/bayonet - 54
dssault rifles, automatic ~ 57
Automatic Rifles - 17 -

Heavy Machine Guns - 4
Antitank Rocket Laundhers - 5
Pigtols « 2 I
81/82 mm Mortar Tubos =2
Madics Kitg - 6 L

D. ENEMY EQUIPMENT DRSTRUYED IN OBJECTIVE AREA:

Crow-soerved and individual weapons - 75-100 (approx)

Antitank Rockets - 3 omses of 3 rounds cach

Hand Grenades - 300-400 (approx) S

dssorted smell arms, W ammunition - 5000-7000 rounds (est)
- Entrenching tools - 100-150 (small shovel type) :

IX.  COMMENT:

. A+ The following items concerning the enemy anddgénéral battle-

field techniques are considered worthy of mention. Most represent ,

nothing new and gre listed for emphesis as being particularly applicable
%o the PAVN enemy. ' ‘ s

B. PIRE SUPPORT:
(1) Fire support to be truly effective must be close-in.
13 | |



Lgainet heavy attacks such us the ones we defended nga.lnst, sone eneny
will got very closo or even intermingled with frioendly in the high
grass. lMringing fires in promptly, "walking them in' extremely close
helped us greatly. The comuander osnnot wait until he knows oxactly
where all his men are. If he does, in a heavy action, he will get
rore men killed bty waiting than if e starts shooting inmediatoly.
Unoe the enemy gets as olcse as 25 meters uut or intermingled then he
has the friendly fighting cn his torms, with thuse who have mede it
thet closes Oloso fire support then ocan be used to out off his
follow-up units, and they will be theras Bo is ruch more afredid of
napaln snd white phosphcr.us than HS., e hits tho dirt under Hi

. fire, Under napalm and WP, he often gets up and runs sround in dis-
order, and presonts a hetvoer targoet for swall arws, VT, and Hi.

The 250 pound frag bomb and the CBU's are vory effootive.

(2) Vhon » unit gote dato en objective ares, as socn as
possible aftor lending, a.rtillory fires should he brough‘o in. ‘his
will maybe kill scme RVN noarby and certainly will out down biuwe on
target when o fire mission on known cneny- is called four.

. (3) «orial rocket artillory is extromoly offactivo espeoially
if tho pilots know the exaet locaticn of friendly. It has a trouondcus
shock offuct on’ the snewmy. The thing sbout .fu which mekes it at times
nore cffootive then artillory is tho fmot that it dves not hevo v be
seon by ground observeors tu be adjusted. 1f tho freat lines or a friendly
positicn is merkod end can bo recoghized by the pilots; quick, accurs te
fire support is the roesult.

- (4) Tho LaW wes offoutivo against tho anthills bohind
which tho PAVN woroe hiding., DPraining cn uge of Lak¥ must be omphesizod.

: (5) If PLVIV are enccuntered close—~in Curing & friendly
attack__, tho best solution to -an attack mey be t¢ back up under artillery
and iBiy “lot the artillery and wits werk the arve over and then etars
again, lording off with pleatyc of u-79a in t’w troes and grass and. luws
into the enthills.

(6) Nhonm'ror-'illwﬁim,tion wag in tho ra.ir many of the emmy
ceasold firing. ' 4 ’ ' .

(7) Careful placenont of M-T79 mon sheuld bo emphasized in
- orde to -givo thom tho bost pesaible ficlds of fire. Thoy must mlweys
bo on the lookbut fur onony in brwos. Lt wee found thet tho M=79's

werc axtrotoly offoqtive’ ngnins’c enory in troos os well as troops in

tho opane M-79's mist ba fired into troes and the high gress even when
" no gnorly ar. sgen.

: (8) In this oporetion all mortars woro oumbined undor &
central FUC. Thie was vory satisfuotcry. The uworters ity offaot-

ivo. Morter illunination. firing was carefully oontiol ba'bwil.iun

~lovels Thae mortpr illwidnoticn round hes a vemy h nd, 4
would teko maby rounds tu provide & be.‘atal JoL; % 4 ;

for one hour, Theref:. re it WAE U8 a4 e £1 ﬁhte £y fc,r illunirxr tion

batwoon tha ﬂr't'- EL“ ' ‘ ia Tortars al_ono dould not

: 2¥a] .r’a.LUa, m@ Tub 4&11‘

' fed t ine in thoso oases
whora they: simﬁ.ﬁmawa, - bayget arvas. Viher striking
siroraft Plow perallel o the target lino and boyond it. This cilled
for closo tearvurk botwoen dhe F.0 md ¥ie artillery licison cfticer.

flaw pe:x:pon, L diov

(10) u.rtlllory st bo. wsed aguinet puesidlo avonuos of
roinforconont es wall ae cn the oneuy in oithor an a.ttngk ur a dofonse.
. Closo~-in o;ntmuc us. ‘dofonsivo H mnc I firs are 2 must in o dofensive

14
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gituation where the ’emn;y 4 known tc: e present. evcm if he is net
attackings .

{11) &
personncl down to end dneluding
and morter fire.

yroat enphasis ghould bo placed on the ability of all
ine team Isaders tw edjust artillery

(12) Baoh platoon muwt caryy msny ol od: smoke grenades
and e panel for ‘mapking friendly lines ana 1anding aroase

£143) 'The teohnique of having all widts on the porimeter
throw g colared Smoke gronade on. order groatly helped TAC Air and
ABA to locate the pevrinstoers

C. VEMENT

(1) Movement mmgt ba: oa.ut:i.@usly sggposeives The cnemy
mst be pinned down by fire. Small wnit, squad giged fire and mwre-~
nent. must ba 0(:116,1101‘1‘, - perfaatzon. This is oxbrpmely impovtent.

{5 $11 get hit and the problem is then

0 g ‘to txy fo recover casusltics.
y ossos gnd aoon, oombat sffectiveness of
, de,ngar of bomng last. In this connection,
eoon by fire-

‘l‘han E

. side a unit which’ :Ls 1n oonﬁmt and - in a fire fighiu

. (2) Platéon and company Plre and maneuver mist be con-
‘ dmtsd 1}0 porfeotion. Fllw,nks ,_-umat 'bO BOONLG Ppon Flanka can by
W ' Bounde and platdone nust te tied
5 P9 v Tho tighter tho better
le lip :Ln' ponsoaled firing pesitions, let

é@irist xtha BTN, of he 1 ho

friendly go by, thern epen up.

(3) Close-in artn,llary, ARA, and TuC &ir froit, rear, and
both Aides 19 & great help in moving through en arca where there are =
known Gneiy e Th;im 48 nomnal bt sometiles overlooked. . ‘

LX) conduot eweop and clear operst lons
B-gertain route, battalion must -
5 bo waed Yo insure that the toerain.
i slmpanics are properly (rw,muﬂ‘(,ed
ey si‘buati@n.

D. THCHNIQUESS

S ohook ypecific arees

Wsrkod out vory well in this

W g% eotuedly on the ground
ity the comma.nder of

(&Q The w"?- dqug ot @gj&m&wmmy (~). a8 an offohaive

Wy butel S [ ‘3&%‘: awaw e oc;n‘bact made by one
in -:oaﬁ as Bo0n & ,wmw 4 hacl pufficiont force to tvake ouey
d‘ y 'blxea fam: th&’c mepgmy B %ﬁ

Y wonld hove had got a "
Oa:cry:l.ng ’che Tosd élemoms of 4 G@mpany nﬂd all of‘ G and ID Cumpan

18
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I fool that the feot that we had firet B Company, then 4 Company, off
the landing zone moving against the PiVN, then C Company in a good blooke
ing pogition took the initiative. away i‘rom him. From then on, for three
days and two nighte, he was rescting to our prescnce.

(2) At night, units must form tight perimeters, usa Claymors
mines, trip flares and dig in. The use of outposts and listening posts
depends largely on the terrain and the enemy situations In this operationy
it would heve been suigidal as the cover and concoalmant afforded the
eneny too many opportunities to take the outguards by stealth. Camoue
flagod foxholes with cleared ficlds of fire are rocoumended. Normel, but
somotimoa hard to executs under fire.

) (3) In a porimetor defense, it -is necessary to chook the
- front with small rocun parties at first light and periodically thiough
the dey for 100-200 meters to clear out infiltrators, polioo the battle-
field, and to insure that tho enemy is not massing for an attack., This
aotien should be preceded by having all troops on the perimeier spray the
troes, grass, and anthills to their front and overhead at & spuriried

- time for two-throe minutos. When the recon olements screct ta,cha
front, it should be praeceded by artillery and recon by fire. ate Cav
Soouts overhead oan assist by obaservation. Units should nove a3 in

the attack with fire end movoment. 4ll mon must glve tho cueny the
caambzllty of bveing to the front and overhead as 1nf11trato*s, sa:pers,

or massing for an attack.

(4) The battalion command group mst oarry a 492 antenna
in on tho assault and set it up as soon as possible. D Company, my -
alternate. CP, carried one 1n on the assault -~ set it. up, a"d it

- wes 1nvaluablo. : ,
» BERVICES:

E. BUPPLY,

(1) The minimum emount of gear should be carried inbo
an asseult. This should be one meel, a poncho, twe canteens of water,
salt tablots, and plenty of emmunition.

(2) Cesusltics are a oritioal problom. When fire is

. pinning down Andividuals, one camsualty will coet one or twe moxrs mon

-attempting %o got to him. Heavy oover fire must te employed o tzy.
~and eover the attempt ¥o reoover the wounded men end get him oub of

the danger ares, Lesders at sll levele in oontaot under fire mvsh aot
oeutiovsly in gotting vesualties out. I lost many leaders Irilled and
wounded while recuvering vesualtive, Wounded must be pulled back to
soume type of covered position end thon treated. Tpoops must not get so
oonosrned with casualtiss thet they forget the onemy end thoir mission.
. A¥tempting to carry e man out reguires up to four men as bearers whioh
.. can hurt s unit at & oritical time. -

T (3) Evacuation of casualtios from the arens of contact
in this action was a problem. TURE litter bearers would have been a
“big help. 48 it turned out, fighting strongth had to be uged to
ogrry out e wounded man (3-4 nexn required) or to assist many walking
wounded. (one men et least required in many oaaes).

(4) When a man is wounded or killed, his weapon and gome -
of his equipment get soparated from him in meny oases., An S-4 represept-
etive = officer or NCU with assistants, must be present at least in

* the battalion forwerd aid station and at the colleoting company at
Forwerd Support, Some of our oquipment wes evacuated with men all
the wey to «ui Nhon. 4lso wo had many M=-16's shot-up and hed %o
havo replacements in the area. Therefure we kopt a lot of weapens
in tho battle arso for re-issue. When we were pulled ocut we brought-
all exoess weapons and equipment with us. Wany edeny weapons which '

, wers captured and sont out with friendly KIia and wIA WOre never Been '
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ageine. The unit coumender fighting the mattla in the objeative arca

" lodes duntrol of equipment, friendly snd eneny, onve it leaves the

. forward gres by helivopters & mory effective “edketop" syetem must
be-set up to vuteh this gear and ootitrol it when it arrivas 8t various
unloading points in the vear. _

(5) Rations ard’ no groblem. Few men oat much when in a
heavy actiony howaver, water is extremsly oritival. It must bo prasent
in quantity pertioularly when there is 0o sbroam sourve ava,ilable. ‘

~ (6) '™he pathfinder tomm was tvemendouss Vntdl they oonld
get in arourd 1630 hours, 14 Novenber, all thooming airévaft hed to be
. guided 4n and out by the battalion Sommander o the Yattalion commend
net. @& pathi‘indat tean shouwld go dnto avery battallon~eized assoult.

(1) It took thite to relved iwté magasines-one ro: .nd et
& time, In the hesvy sotion we shoountered; thie took execocsive
ot oritiocal pericds.. was particulerly d@@t‘ﬂ;@&l dw:ins ‘G :
attack. 4lso it wae :Lff;t.aum o keep ¥raok 5 Ji
& heavy fire fight. Lution tey be an expen ahle, plestic ,y:e
magazine which is Tésup: Yo the 24£1 l,y logded ia = bandolosr
as was the old Mt olip of eight pounds. sdgog the presor“( b 14 250
pouch makes -orawling on the stomach AELLioults

! el solfdey Mgt beooms at lesst as guoa
as the PAVN in ¢ar Il’mga %oohrx quep. end use of texrvadn and foliege
to oover and concsal his nwve“montm Pty migd b enfhasized.

7. THE PAVN ENEMY ¢
- {1) Ho appeexed B0 bo woll-trnthed. Ho wes ogenasives
'ﬂ”a Wﬂ ﬂqnipmd -of aubotatic wesyone ehd Phanty of

: 5 Chingse: poveto ‘Xﬁ&ﬁh@l‘ hend grovuosdes, He
bal ~s ad -wad Q.ﬁ c"c&ce& rioe;

of thent sexrriod a
do dnd & hawuroolk,

iga and uead evary tib of
mall armz, worbtnrs,

p W im e I m&N“fh

i i 10889 mfiJﬁmmm, ana

. (3) HY woa & Ma.ﬂ" #idks T osring for nw men. who had
boon killed ofit wotnded, I wae w2tk by the grogt mwiber who had boen
shot in the héead and uppdr pavd ¢F the Tody «« pertioularly 4n the hoade
Ho dofinitely admed for ths leaders = the ten who were shouting, poin’ci.ng,.
tellcing on. zadios. He alae pimed for the uwen eeryying radios. He alpo
appoered to consentrate on me waaring insignia of rank == perticularly
hon-commissioned offiocer with stripes on their arms. In this war, I -
question if it is necessary, poseibly dven foolish, or inviting fire,
‘for non-commissioned officers to wear dnsignia of their grade == v
or ary onlisted man for that matter. Within the small unite, all men
know, their losders. In Vese camp ‘tho lesdord should wear their insignis.
6n operatiom egninet the enomy, they should woar olean-slaeve fntiguia.

(4) When attacking, the ENN units confronting us used
mass assault tectlos preceded in sume cases hy light mortar and anti-
-tank rooket fire. The latter I believe is often misteken for morter
fire. He also used encircling maneuvers with 50 = 75 won groups. He
employed his machine guns extremely woll and thoroughly understood the
valua of grasing fire. 4t night, he infiltrated small numnbers up to

cw o eel




the friendiy pdeltions. These anemy aet up on top of g'assy anthills,
in troes, and good close-in firing positions. He was expert at probing
our defensive perimeter at night and went to great eofforts to try to force

- friendly into firing.

(5) When met bty heavy ground fire or by mortar, a.rtlllery,
T4aC am, or 4R4 he become less organized. However, he did not quit.
Nepalm and white phosphorous he dafinltely did not like,

(6) He appoared to have no radios. The.leaders controllad

their men by shouting. Bugleos were used during the night of 14 - 15
November on the mountein above the battalion perimeter. 4&lso, at night
on the mountein they used signal lights.

(7) He fought to the death, When wounded, he ccabinued

fighting with his small arms and grenudes. He appeared fancticsl when

woundad and hed to be approached with extreme cars. Many fricodly were

‘shot by wounded FPiVN,

(8) He also appearsd fe.natioal in his extreme offoris to
recover bodies of his dead and wounded and their equipment. Ko nsver -
stopped his efforts in this regard and used the night, the high gf..zws,
the anthills and other .concealment to.maximum advantege to eexrve his

purpcse. We found many of his dead with ropes tied around the ankles
and a short, running end free. I saw two of my dead w:.th giniler

" ropog tied around their ankles.

(9) . Some of my men who met .him feoe to face have stated
that some PAVN appearsd to be "hopped up". They basod this oconaluainn
in part on their observetion that when.ahot, thay kept moving several
more etepe. firing before dropping. In these cases, it is peusible
that the high velocity M-16 bullet passed oleanly through these ensmy
without any immediate stopping effeot. 4lsc some men stated that they
saw a fow enemy keep their weapons at sling arms-although under five,
One non-commissioned officer steted that cne group of 30 or sp enemy

- continued moving aoreoss the front of his squad a.ltnough it waa be;i.ng

cut to pleces by close~-in flanking fire.
(10) & favorite tactio of the PAVN eneny we facod seomed

t0 be an aggressive small-unit encireling me.neuver. Anothexr p{as 8 rapiq, 4

assault by 6 ~ 10 BAVN on 2 or 3 friendly.

(11) Wo found some of our KIi "dog tags" and wallate on
the bodles of dead PiVN, .

VIII. Out of all the a.bove s tho prinoipal points that I would like
to empha.s:.ze aros

de Wo must meke imsginative and oonstan‘o uge of our
tremondous fire support adventage to kill the PAVN enemy before he.
gets Bo close that we must fight him on his terms. This includes
heavy use of tho M-79 and even hand grenades to hold him out so 'bhat
artillery, TAC Air y. &nd ARL can work on hn.m.

B. We must take time end every opportum.ty to train our '
men, and especially our replacemont®, to perfection in small-unit fire
and movement and fire and maneuver. If we do not do this, men will
be killed who would not otherwise be killed. ,

. @« Tho cormender on the ba.ttlefield must continually antioipata
what the fubure may bring or oould bring and take steps to influencs the
futuwre before it comes about. This epplies to the -enemy; to fire support;i
supply of ammo, water, and medical supplies before 'the requirement wises;



to friendly reamction o possible enemy actions and to all other matters
having & bearing on a perticular situation. slso, periodically throughe
. out & battle, the commender must mentally detach himself from the action

and objeotively think -~ what iz not being done which should be done to
influence the situation, and what is being done which should not be going

Olle
HaROLD G« MOORE
Colonel, Infantry
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Copy Nr

foL ' Hys, 1st Bn, Tth Cav
o Plel Me, RVN Z4168069
- 140845 Nov €5 :

Written trensoript of Oral Operations Order issued by Lieutenant Colonel
Harold G, Moore; Commanding Officer, 1st Bettalion, 7th Cavalry, 140845
November 1965, _

1, SITUATIONs
Ae Enemy

' (1) Pogsible Battalion vioinity YA 903032,
. (2) . Possible enemy on Chu Pong Mountain YA 935010..
 (3) Possible secret base vicinity YA 960020

Bs 3rd Brigade contimies present mission of search and destroy
Scuth dnd West of Pleiku, Plei Me with 2/7 Cavalry South of
Flel Me and 2/5 Cavalry West of Fled Me, . . ,

2, Mission! 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry oconduscts Air assault operations
' in aréa LIME (Ia Drang Valley) to scarch for ahd destroy
- the enemy., Oparations will be poncentrwﬁeg,on-stream beds,
. river beds, and wooded high ground to a n helght.of
500 meters. : :
3, EXECUTION:
A, Concept of Opefatiq@z

(1) Maneuver: The battalion will enter the awes.of opefations
* by oompany elements shuttling from thedr present looations
. uging .16 UHID heliooptera landing at Landing Zone X-RAY.

- Alternate Landing Zones are TANGO and YANKEE to be used only
on order. ,Company B will land firet end seoure the Landing
Zone, - The Landing: Zone will-be spouved using the teohnique
of sending out reoomneissance elements from ane .platoon and
roteining the company (w) agsemblod as & striking. foroe.
Company A, Company C, and Company D will follow on order.
Company. B and Company A on order will agpomble in attack
formation nff the North and, Northwest. portion of the lending
Zohe prepared tn oommence a coordinated searching movemont

o .%o the East and Northeast on order with Company A on the
© right (Bast). Company C initially Battalion reserve and

-Lending Zone security on orcders Prepare tn move West and
Northwest to searoh lower portion of mountain area vieinity

XeRAY,

. (2) 'Fire Supports There will be an 8 minute diversionary
© ertillery preparation vioinity Landing Zone YANKEE and
- NGO, folloved by a 20 minute tube artillory preparation
- vioinity the primary Landing Zone X-RAY with emphasis on .
urrounding terrain and tho finger and drvaw Northwest.of

X=RAY, - .

ey
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The tube ertillery will bs followed by 30 seconds of Aerial
Rocket Artillery followed by 30 seconds of gunship pre- s
peration just prior tn touchdown of the assault company.
All ‘morters under Company D mortar platoon eontrol,

Positlon area. to be sleoted after landing. Priority -

of fires initially %0 Company B then to Company A when

mnve off the LZ to Dast begins. .

B, Company At
Ce Company 3:
D. Comp&py.pab
E. Combany_D:

F. 'HbadquqrtéréjCompanyx Move to-Landing Zone on order
utilizing 2 CH-47's, - |

Ge Cooidinéting InStrucfionsa "

(1) Each rifle oompany be prepared to assume mission of any
- other rifle company on:order. - . .

(2) "C" 1if4 rrequonoy will be used for move, -
| _(3) ALl rifle oomnaniesvtake nne mortar and maximuﬁ ammunition.

(4) ALl moriars will be brought in as internal UH{D loads and
- placed under Company D contrnl.

4o  ATMTINSTRATTON AND LCGISTICS-
Lo Nh mulos will be takon into objeotive aroa untll oleared to do
80 by the Battallon Commanﬂer. : . C '
B; Forward Supply:pdint will be at7Léndihg ioﬁé‘Fﬁiébh ZA 022052.
Gy Equipment left at Pled Mo will be placed inside the Speoial Forces
BN Camp prepared for air m0ve to Landlng_Zmne Faloon or- X-RAY on order.
5. comu-m) LMD SIGNAL - RO Co B
A Battalion Commandhﬂ'f?t%ﬁ‘w
Battalion Tbrward‘Command P ‘%3 “1adi
Commander's looation. : _
Co Battalion Roar Command Postz Piesent lﬁoation initially., Landing
Zone Falcon on order‘ - .
. MDORE
ST 8 Colonei
. OFFICIAL;
&l
DILLON
53
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Tomeorn . A wnome

R ‘“"MMEP‘RThuri“Gr*th ARMY
HEADQUARIERS 1ST .CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE)
APO SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 96490

£

| T o -'Major General Harry H. Critz :
SR U. S. Army Artillery and Missile School
‘Fort Sill, Oklahoma

I

bear'General Critz:

. Enclosed for your information is a copy of the after action report
- on the Battle of the Ia Drang by the Commanding Officer, lst Battalion,
7th Cavalry. I think it significant because' . :

- This may well become known as a classic battle. Air mobility .= . i

was the difference between the brilliant victory won, and the probable o ¥

- loss of the initial force had it not been built upon rapidly by air e
" assault units. A

- The report gives an ‘excellent picture of combined arms action;--‘”

“:’:;awﬁfv - The role of artillery is apparent, and will be useful experiencel]f .
"’-anformation for the school. -

e . You will’ recognize that this report describes the action of one . . , o
" battalion and supporting units; the division's after action report,f w' Lo
- ‘which will place’ this‘battle into the larger: context of the Plei We
"v;campeign, has<hot?been completed.

Sincerely,

“ Colonel, Artillery ’ ' i{{f;fuf;
L Assistantlpivision Commander




-éi§=?f ~ morning w;th“a miséion'¢f.
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See e ““HEA“'W*%ARTE&"S—‘“*“*‘f
1ST BATTALION, 7TH CAVALRY
1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE) - ‘ o
APO San Francisco, California’ 96490 R R S

9 December 1965,

SpBJECT! After Action Report, IA DRANG Valiey'

Operation lst Battalion, A
"~ 7th Cavalry-14-16_Nbvember;1965 I P R S

Sries Cw

TO:{?’A, Commanding Offiger

b
3d Brigade . RASE R ; ,

lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile) AR )

' : - APO US Forces - 96490 . P

‘I. " GENERAL: :
R | :During this-operation,‘l was the Commanding Officer of the 1st ‘Q' L -
ST Battalion, 7th Cavalry. On 23 November 1965, I was promoted and turned - - .. ‘
/. over the battalion to my successor. _ [ ST L

. II. BACKGROUND: | | - I

R A. On 10 November the battalion moved from the base campcat S
"An Khe, coordinates BR476476, by CV-2 to a forward airstrip and assembly .- .
. area south of Pleiku, coordinates ZA198340. From there, all companies - - . | i
‘were shuttled the same day by UH-1D into a search and destroy operation - -
-in an area to the east of Plei Me, vicinity coordinates 2A2007 to ZA7606, = .
We conducted saturation patrolling through the 12th with light contact ..
by only Company A. We also conducted a civic action program supplying "~
medical aid and USOM food to Mentagnard 'village, population 200, .
" coordinates ZA237073. On the 12th, the Assistant Division Commander - A, " .-

. during a visit to the battalion, indicated to the Brigade Commander ‘

- that he had no objection to the latter sending & battalion into the _

- IA DRANG Valley. This we took as an alert and began a map study. On . R
. 13 November, the battalion was moved on brigade orders to a new area of -~ .
' operations south and southwest of Plei Me. Once again saturation S _—
. patrolling was conducted out of company bases throughout the day with =~ - 5;",[‘{-
;- Mo contact. Company B was airlifted -after 1500 hours into the Brigade ~ o
».CP area as security, and for an immediate reaction force under Brigade . . EEE
~control. It closed into position by 1800 hours, R

.
by

.~ B. At approximately 1700 hours, the Brigade Commander and .-~ - -
I visited the Company A CP south of Plei Me. During the visit, the . .-
BfigadeVCommander,gavefme"orders‘to execute an assault by helicopter -
into the IA DRANG Valley, north of CHU’PONG:Mougcain'early the pexe - .
conduc;ing_seargh'anq-destroy operations . o i
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through the 15th. The area of operations was pointed out on the map s
and he informed me that we would be supported from LZ FALCON, coord- e
inates ZA023032, by two batteries of 105mm howitzer artillery = one of T
‘which would be moved by air from PLEI ME early on the l4th prior to our . .-
assault. %

Do C. I returned to my CP near Plei Me; formulated a tentative . .
e plan; issued instructions to my staff; procured further details from -
B 3d Brigade Headquarters and the supporting helicopter unit; and issued
a warning order to my unit commanders, staff, and supporting elements. . = %\

' By 2200 hours, 13 November, all preparations had been accomplished which = *:
were possible without an actual air reconnaissance. Arrangements in- @ =~
cluded an early morning airlift of Company B back to PLEI ME: directiona.tj

4 R ., to the commanders of A and C Companies to concentrate their elements at- -~ =

' . ' first light in the largest pick-up zone(s) in their respective sectora,A"*‘

o .. and plans for a first light air recon by all key commanders and staff *

IR .. officers. A time of 0830 hours was set for 1ssuance at my CP of thefﬁ
v ‘g'operation order, : v , g , ’

. D. At this time, the "fighting" strength of my lettered com-i
J:paniea as they went into the operation waa'as‘follows. & i

Men

Dy |
5 | 164,
6 | 164
4 76 - 5 18

’ " The shortages were primarily due to malaria and ETS discharges. .. .
" Each company also had 3 = 5 men at base camp at An Khe as guards, sick, . . "
 administrative retention, and base camp area development workers. o
- - There were 8 - 10 men on R and R or about going back to prepare for
. R and Ro

III. OPERATIONS ON 14 NOVEMBER:

A, THE AIR RECON AND RESULTS:

.. first light at 0630 hours, Company B was returned to battalion control "
at Plei Me and began making final ppreparations for its role as the '

assault company. - The Chinooks which had carried B company back where

" commencing to move Battery A, lst Battalion, 21st Artillery to LZ

- FALCON as planne The air recon party had assembled and after a.

LEEER 4

(1) 14 November dawned bright and clear.- Shortly after Tgiif5=-1 s
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‘ brief orientation on the purpose of the réCon, flight route, and items
to look for, we took off in two UH-1D's escorted by two gun ships,

f : . The flight route is shown on the attached sketch (Tab A)., We made one

south to north pass at about 4500 feet actual; flew north past Duc Co, R

The air recon party included the Battalion Commander; §-3; Battalion

21st Artillery; Commanding Officer B Company (Assault Company); Scout
Section Leader, Troop C, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry; and the Commanding
Officer, Company A, 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion (Avn Co, 7th

Special Forces, lst Special Forces Group).,

(2) During the air recon, several open areas were select~ . .

-~ the TA DRANG Valley. Upon return from the recon at about 0815 hours, s
we received p wrister onp Jriaes from Brigade whiicii specifically de=
. fined the area of operations. The area is.shown on the attached map
.(Tab B). I then received comments as to the LZ to be used. Three
- possibilities fell out of this discussion - LZ's TANGO, X-RAY, and
" YANKEE (See Tab B). TANGO was discarded as the primary LZ for being
. to tight, e.g. a "well" « type LZ with tall trees around it, and for
. being to small - capacity of three to four UH-1D's. It was agreed
~ that X-RAY and YANKEE could both probably accommodate eight UH-1D's

‘my operation order based on that selection, Concurrently I dispatched

‘area to gain detailed information on X-RAY, YANKEE, the surrounding E
‘terrain, and to look for signs of enemy activity. The Cavalry Section .
‘returned in approximately 40 minutes with the information that YANKEE . :°
was spotted with high stumps and would be difficult to use as a land-

ing zone. The Cavalry Section confirmed that LZ X-RAY could take eight

to ten UH-1D's at one time. No signs of enemy activity were detected
around X-RAY, and the Cavalry Section was not fired on during its low-

- level recon. Several trails were picked up and their locations were

. noted, - The Cavalry Section also reported seeing commo wire on a trail

© to be used only on my order. I then issued an oral operation order. .

- were all my Company Commanders; the battalion staff and special staff;
~ the 1ift Company Commander and his Liaison Officer to the battalion,
the Cavalry Scout Section Leader; CO, Battery A, 1st Battalion, 21st

. ing the issuance of. the .order and was separately briefed shortly

werb.in3positioqy and 1

-8et & time of 1030 hours for the assault land-
g with the 20 minute’ ¢t

be artillery preparation to be timed to be ..
0 "‘» vl '\' T / L i S P

1ng‘v

"north of X-RAY which led east and west. No trails led through L2z X-RAY.7{“f w,1
© I made my decision to land at X-RAY with TANGO and YANKEE as alternates

thereafter. It was then reported to me that the two artillery battétiesggllq

coordinates YA845255, orbited five minutes, then flew south generally “}Q}fi?;;
over the same route and at the same altitude, and returned to Plei Me,

Artillery Liaison Officer; Commanding Officer, Battery'A, 1st Battalion,?ﬁ'“i"'

.~ ed by members of the recon party as possible landing zones in and around-}ﬁ;f;ﬁ.

-at one landing. I tentatively decided on LZ X-RAY and prepared to issue5=;?f99'

. the Cavalry Scout Section for a low-level flight up the IA DRANG Valley . SRR

- Reduced to writing, it is attached at Tab C. Present to hear the order  ?;/1;;7'

Artillery; and the 3d Brigade S-3. The Brigade Commander arrived dur-,;g;=;;f‘"




been raised,

~for an air OP. On the ground we received no enemy fire and made no
~ “contact upon landing. The terrain was flat and consisted of scrub LT
© trees up to 100 feet high; thick elephant grass varying in height from;f:'3fl

- ‘one foot to five feet; and ant hills throughout the area up to eight AR

completed at H-Hour minus one minute. The A and C Coﬁpany Commanders
were then flown back to their companies, .The B Company Commander
returned to his unit on the Plei Me airstrip on a mechanical mule,

The time was approximately 0915 hours. All necessary preparations had‘,il

either been completed or were nearing completion. No problems had.

B. THE INITIAL ASSAULT:

Due to last minufe poéitioning of the artillery pieces

~ caused by air movement delays, the preparatory fires did not begin-

until 1017 hours. I was in the lead aircraft and had a good view
of these fires. They were precisely where required, and beautifully

timed with the landing of lead elements of the assault company. Fires

were concentrated principally around the landing zone, in the trees
and high grass, and on a finger and in a draw leading down from the

- high ground northwest of X-RAY. The aerial artillery came in on the

.- heels of the tube artillery fires and worked over the area for 30 second N
. expending half their loads - then went into a nearby air orbit IRERREE
-+ .on call. Thé 1lift battalion gun ships took up the fires and were '
. immediately ahead of the UH-1D's. As we came in for the assault lande~

ing all door:gunners fired into the 'trees and high grass., We landed
and ran from the landing zone into the trees firing our M-16's at

-~ likely enemy positions. . My command group consisted of myself, the ‘
- Battalion Sergeant Major, the Battalion S-2, my two radio operators, . .. .
-and a Vietnamese national, sent down by Brigade, Mr. Nik - a Montagnard T
- who could speak good English, 1In my command chopper orbitting between. .

. Plei Me and over the IA DRANG Valley were my S-3, Artillery Liaison ~
. Officer, and Liaison Officer from the helicopter 1ift company, and my

. Forward Air Controller, I had placed them there during the assault

for best execution of their duties, for a communications relay, and -

feet high with thick brush and elephant grass on and around them.
thick and extended off into the jungle on the foothills of the moun=-

taken ‘several days after the action ended hence the area is less
foliated than on 14 November when we went in. The 16 UH-1D's returned

'SECURING OF THE LANDING ZONE AND INITIAL CONTACT:

B R ¢ {0 IRt
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tain. Photographs of the area are at Tabs D and E. These photos wete_'” 

(1), 1n ’5ﬁ9113n¢évwith’my.instrpctioné;&thé'BiCOmpany7 o

~ Along the western edge of the LZ, the trees and grass were especiaily-1 ;j  

to the Plei Me area to pick up the remainder of Company B and a port=. . .. .
- ion of the next company to be brought in - Company C. Thus began the . = % . .
= process of shuttling the battalion into the area of operations, The .. ..
‘“time;oﬁ;thdgaasault was precisely 1048 hours., o AR
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Commander secured the landing zone by having one of his platoon lead- (
ers dispatch his squads into different areas, 50 to 100 meters off coe {
the landing zone to reconnoiter, while he retained the balance of his

company concealed in a clump of trees and high grass near the center

of the LZ area as an offensive striking force. At approximately 1120 -

hours, one of the recon squads took a prisoner. I immediately took = . ! -~
my S-2 and the Vietnamese, Mr. Nik, and went to the location and ques= " @ = -~
tioned him. He was unarmed, dressed in dirty khaki shirt and trousers -

with a serial number on one of the shirt epaulets, and carried an empty

canteen. He stated that he had eaten only bananas for five days, and -

that there were three battalions on the mountain above us who wanted =

very much to kill Americans but had been unable to find them. He

stated that he was in the North Vietnamese Army. The B Company
Commander was directed to intensify his reconnaissance in the area
where the prisoner had been taken (near the mountain), and to prepare
to assume the C Company mission of searching the lower portion of
the mountain area with emphasis on the finger and draw to the north-
west, My command chopper was called in and the prisoner was taken ,
back immediately for interrogation at the Brigade CP. By then, 1210
hours, sufficient elements of Company A had landed (unopposed) to

take over the LZ security mission from Company B. Also elements of
the reconnoitering platoon of B Company had made contact with T
scattered enemy riflemen near the mountain. The B Company Commander was . =~ .~ =~ = <

“fg: ordered to assume the C Company searching mission; to move up the
... finger loading down towards X~-RAY; and to develop the situation. B

Company moved out, and I directed the commander of A Company to prepare ..J?'

. to move up into the same area on order when Company C had arrived in

"~ X~RAY in sufficient strength to take over LZ security. At that time, 1230
“hours we were taking no fire in the LZ. Around 1245 hours, lead ele- :
- ments of Company B began to engage in a fire fight of moderate in-

tensity. Shortly afterwards at approximately 1330 hours, Commanding

- Officer, Company B reported that he was being attacked heavily by at
“.least two companies of enemy and that his right platoon was in danger
" of being surrounded and cut off from the rest of the company by a

‘numerically superior force. The fire fight became intense. Also a

few rounds of 60 and 81 mm mortar fire begam falling in the LZ and on

"B Company. B Company also received some rocket fire.

(2) Shortly after the heavy fire fight began, the last -
platoon of A Company and the Company Commander and lead elements of
C Company landed. The Commanding Officer, Company A was ordered to
move his company up on the left of B Company; to establish physical
contact with it; to protect the B Company left flank; and to send -
cne platoon up to B Company to assist B Company in getting to the
B Company platoon which was in danger of being cut off. The Command=-
ing Officer, Company C was ordered to take up a blocking' position off
the landing zone to the south and southwest to prevent the LZ from

.. ‘being overrun from that direction, and to give protection to A Company' '8
‘*?ﬁ»'left flank.‘

called theé S-3 in the’ command chopper and told him to 4-'
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o «gi.ff# - have my Forward Air Controller bring in air strikes beginning on the
““.:.0e - lower fringe of the mountain foothills and work over the mountain and

enemy approaches to the LZ from the west and south in that priority,

 Priority of fires were to go to fire missions and requests from

" were to be poured in as directed above. The Company Commanders,
-, forward observers, the forward air controller, ‘and the artillery
. Liaison officer were all having difficulty getting coordinated as to
.. the locations of the forward eélements of the—companiés. There were

- et .
-

| no well defined—terrain features to help and the scrub and trees all
_ looked alike. The air was heavy with smoke and dust. Q_Egmpgny_had
- more problems than any other ‘company since it had one platoon separ=-

.. sely pin point its location for purposes of close-in fire support:
JLCEhe fact that this platoon was forward of B-and A Companies delayed

- ever, using the technique of "walking" fires down the mountain from
- the south and west, fires were placed where they gave some help to
- these two companies = especially Company A.| I specifically defined

on enemy mortar positions sighted or suspected out to 81 mm mortar
range. Two air strikes were also brought in on the valley floor to

i‘:the most critical period of the afternoon began.

o (3) The A Company Commander sent up onZplatoon to B
.Company as directed. .This platoon headed out, became engaged, and
~ended up on the right of B Company rather than the left.. This was
~confusing to both the A Company Commander and myself until later
“in -the afternoon when the location of this platoon became sorted
-out, The B Company Commander pushed out in an effort to reach his

© (=) plus the A Company platoon was able to get to within 75 meters

3;1-wards the left and rearmost elements of B Company, it made heavy
contact with a large force of at least one PAVN Company which was

;Q: the LZ. These enemy were headed directly towards the left rear of
'+ .Company B.. A very heavy fire fight immediately broke out., A Com=-
- pany was taking light casualties, and extracting a heavy toll from

it was able to bring close-in flanking fire on 50 = 70 PAVN as they
continued moving across their front. Many of them were killed, as

3 B

when the lead few were dropped, the remainder kept coming right into ~

|
|

4
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+~ The same instructions were to be given to the ARA and to the artillery, *-f-g[“

i companies. When not firing in response to a specific request, fires -

. ated from the rest of the company in the jungle, and could not preci-*7fu.
. .The platoon was in a moving fire-fight against a force of 75-100 enemyy;"”95

...delivery of effective fires in support of these two companies. How= =

. several draws loading down from the mountain, and wanted fires placed ..

_; the northwest on and near the location of the suspected enemy battal='
.- ion teported by higher headquarters the previous day. At this point;

:7.plaCOon‘which by that time had been completely surrounded. B Company;i’

. of the cut-off platoon but could get no further. The A Company plat-;ﬂ;fiv,l;
“ oon made 1t closer than any other element. B Company was taking mod= - '/
i.» erate casualttes, Concurrently as Company A (-) was heading up to- °°

. driving in and along a dry creek bed parallel to the western edge ofzgfﬁw

the»enemy.,[Qne of the A Company platoons was in such a position that?




- the field of fire. A Company took two prisoners who were later evac-

uated to Brigade.

o (4) Just as the A Company fire fight broke out, the last:
L. elements of C Company and the lead elements of D Company landed. As

o Soa
& e .
. - .
v . W
3 IR . . . . B
, ™ " . s 3
. A . .
. - _—

~.. they landed, the helicopters took numerous hits but none were shot down.'

;.- The C Company Commander directed his elements into position along side-
. 'his other elements which had landed previously. Within five minutes,

- a force of 175 - 200 enemy, headed for the LZ, ran headlong into C

" Company.¥ C Company held them off, killing numerous of them in the

. process as they continued trying to get to the landing zone. One

" prisoner was taken and evacuated. The C Company .action continued for

.- approximately 1 1/2 hours until the enemy, disorganized.and decimated,

" pulled off under heavy friendly artillery and air fires, dragging many -

.-of his dead and wounded.

, ‘ (5) Concurrent with all of the above, as the first

.~ elements of D Company landed (with the last elements of C Company),
"+ they immediately became engaged in the fire fight near A COmpany.

- One of the D Company Commander's radio operators was KIA in the'lift
. Company Commanders helicopter before he could dismount and the door
. gunner and one pilot were wounded: I stopped the other eight UH-1D's

.. from landing by radio. The D Company elements consisted of the command.
- group, part of the mortar platoon and the antitank platoon. The D

- Company Commander led them towards the sound of the heavy firing in -
© the A Company area, They made it to the stream-bed area; immediately
. engaged 25 - 30 PAVN headed down the stream-bed and killed most of
> them, A Company elements killed the rest. During this fight, the

D Company Commander and Mortar Platoon Leader were seriously wounded
but continued to fire their rifles personally killing several PAVN.

. consciousnesd and came to. He turned over the command of the company

" to the Antitank Platoon Sergeant, & Staff Sergeant, E-6. Dispositions
. of units at that time are shown at Tab F. The Commanding Officer, C

.- Company made physical contact with this Staff Sergeant and with my

- approval directed the D Company elements to the left of C Company

" tying in tightly around the southeastern edge of the LZ off in the
erSho . Y

(6) By then we were taking numerous casualties through-

me another rifle company. He immediately approved this request. -In

. ion, 7th

v lry .and was &saembling 1: at pick-up“zonea.

" After the enemy were stopped, the D Company Commander alternately lostjﬁuﬂ

;fout the battalion, and it was apparent that we were fighting 500 = 600 ’{Lf”x‘
. enemy, These were only the ones we were in contact with and I figured . .
" others were headed our way. I requested the Brigade Commander to send =

fact I later learned that he had already alerted B Company, 2d Battal-':a;ﬂ“

LIS R—
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(7) During this fire fight the Cavalry Scout Section was
given specific areas to reconnoiter. They concentrated on routes of
e e,
egress down thé mountain to thé morthwest and southwest, and also ap-
proaches from the north and northwest on the valley floor. The Cavalry
reported results to me on my command net. At this time, approximately
1500 hours, I decided that it was necessary to continue to land the re-
mainder of the tactical elements of the battalion consisting of the.re- .

' con platoon, 3 UHID loads of C Company men, and the XO and lst Sergeant o
of D Company. Although the eastern portion of the landing zone was under -
enemy fire it had slacked off considerably due to the C and D Company

actions. These elements landed safely. I turned D Company over to the'vff'VH

Company XO and directed him to dispose the recon platoon around the
north and east fringe of the LZ for LZ security and as battalion re-
serve. The C Company Commander had previously, with my approval, set
up all rifle company mortars on the eastern fringe of the LZ. The D
Company Commander was directed to add his mortars to them and take

. over their control from a central FDC. Principal direction of fire

. v was toward A and B Companies. The mortarmen also had the mission of
»" LZ defense to their east. All went quickly into position.

L , (1) The time was now approximately/1545 hours and the
. disposition of the opposing forces was as shown at Tab G.\Efﬁe first
attempt by Companies A and B to reach the cut-off platoon, ‘had been
 stopped by approximately 30C enemy. We were taking moderate casualties
'ﬂespecially among leaders and radiomen. These enemy were aggregsive
- and they came off the mountain in ‘large groups. They were well- o
" camouflaged and took excellent advantage of cover and concealment. They -
were good shots. They were armed with numerous automatic weapons and =
“small "potato-masher' grenades. Even after being hit several times in

withdrew under covering fires out of close contact; and prepared for a
- coordinated attack supported by heavy preparatory flres to get back the

"_enemy to their front with the help of some magnificant artillery and -
- close air support. The §E5551i95_§:g was wounded and later shot again
- and killed during this enemy attack. [The surrounded platoon of B

' . dead, their wounded, and their equipment the men of the platoon estab=-
lished a small 25 meter wide perimeter on a slight rise of ground and
_redistributed their ammunition under heavy enemy'fire.

T '(2) At approximately 1620 hours, the second attack by
.S . - Companies A and B to reach the surrounded platoon began. This attack
Wt was preceded by artillery and ARA preparatory fires.. Between the first

.. '+ . and second attacks and -despite heavy fires from artillery and air, the .
enemy ‘had moved well up towards A and B Companies.i Some ‘were in trees. -

D. THE 2ND ATTACK TO REACH THE SURROUNDED 2D PLATOON COMPANY B: ~ ... -

- the chest, many continued firing and moving for several more steps before - -
dropping dead. I ordered Companies A and B to evacuate their casualties; -

. surrounded platoon-*iMeanwhile Company C was continuing to hold off the'vlfr'wl

Company stood off numerous PAVN efforts to overrun it. Carrying theiruf_"\




‘None fell back. For friendly to advance, the enemy 'had to be killed,
This was difficult because they were well<camouflaged and used all
means of cover and concealment, Many had dug into small spider-holes,
others were dug into the tops and sides of the ant-hills. By that

time Company A had lost all three rifle platoon leaders - one KIA and .

irtillery forward observer KIA. Four men had been shot and killed '

within six feet of the Company Commander, including his commo sergeant
who was acting as a radio operator. Company B echeloned slightly
ahead and to the right of Company A, progressed only 75 = 100 meters
‘much of it paid for in close-in fighting. I had given A Company

back his platoon which had been assisting B Company. Nevertheless

A Company could only progress about 150 meters. One platoon of A
Company advanced farther than the other two; became engaged with a
greatly superior force; and was pinned down. Some of the enemy per-
mitted the friendly to pass by them in the dense terrain and then

- opened up from concealed positions.} White phosphorous artillery was -
. brought in around the platoon and between the platoon and A Company (=) R

to give support to an A Company move forward to get it. The burning .
phosphorous caused a temporary lull in the enemy firing and that plus .
the smoke, enabled the platoon and their dead and wounded to be reached

" 'and brought back. A 200 - 225 enemy force was still in the area fight-u“7 o

ing against Companies A and B. By 1740 hours, I decided that it was
necessary to pull A and B Companies, under cover of heavy supporting

- “fires, back to the fringe of the landing zone and set up a tight
‘defensive perimeter for the night. We were still in good communi-
cations with the surrounded platoon and it was ringed with close-in -
artillery defensive fire. My intentions were to conduct another coord-
‘inated attack during the night or early the next morning to reach it or

' to get them out during the night by infiltration.\{ Both A and B Companies ‘5Va‘\

- had numerous WIA and KIA to get out of the area o contact; reorgan-
ization of the squads and platoons had to be accomplished; resupply

of ammo and water had to be carried out; and all units of the battalion .~:‘“

;‘ had to be tied in and disposed for the night. C Company had taken a
"-heavy toll of the enemy throughout the afternoon. C Company had taken

- a few casualties but was in good shape and the enemy, although still

in contact, had ceased his attacks on the company. ) Company D had gone

. “into position. (B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry was landed in two

 to four UH-1D 10ads at a time from 1705 to 1800 hours. As they landed
I built them into a reserve force prepared to counter-attack any pene= -
tration of C Company or for commitment in the A, B Company area of con=
tact. This was not necessary. ' . '

(3) The withdrawal of A and B Cdmpanies was conducted

. successfully. White phosphorous, fired by artillery, was again used

to cover the withdrawal. The burning phosphorous seemed to disorganize
the enemy more than HE and the smoke greatly assisted us by its screem~
. 'ing effects. By 1900 hours; the organization of the perimeter was ¢

" completed;’ units ‘were tying in for the night and defensive artillery

and mortar fires were being regiatered. I fttaqhed one platoon of
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Company B, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry to C Company as C Company had a
~ wider sector to defend, The recon platoon was placed in battalion
' reserve. Dispositions were as shown at Tab A,

“og0 Ut B, OTHER ACTIVITIES DURING THE AFTERNOON: :

; _ (1) While all of the above described actions were in pro=

+..- 8ress, numerous other activities were going on. A major problem was x
"~ care and evacuation of the wounded. Early in the afternoon, the battal-

. -ion surgeon, medical supplies and four aid station personnel were brought, -
in. They arrived around 1400 hours and under heavy fire treated the wounded

‘in my CP area. I did not call in Med Evac helicopters too frequently '

“"because most of the afternoon the landing zone was under fire. At about .
1330 hours a small two-chopper open area was selected in the northeastern .’

- portion of X-RAY, as my supply and evacuation link to the rear, This RO
we had to defend at all costs. This area is shown at Tab A, I requested: .=
the helicopter 1ift company commander to evacuate the wounded, bring in éi‘fg’:

. ~supplies, and set up a system whereby every helicopter coming to X-RAY745C>,”.1

}?<‘wi;h troops, with supplies, or for wounded would call me for landing R

“. instructions. This gystem worked very well; throughout the afternoon

" and early evening, numerous UH-1D's were brought in - each from a

" specific direction at a prescribed j}titude to land at a specific place

. and go out on a prescribed heading. / I have the highest admirationm, o
praise and respect for the outstanding professionalism and courage of X i .

.. . the UH-1D pilots and crews who ran a gauntlet of enemy fire time after

.+ time to help us. They never refused to come in; they followed instruc~

.. tions beautifully; they were great. /We in turn called them in when

f[’fire was the lightest and tried to fave everything ready for each land-

" ing to keep them on the ground a minimum time. None were shot down - N 4
. and destroyed although most of them took hits. Two aircraft were brought = . -

- in which did not get out. One received enemy fire in the engine and RS

had to land in an open area just off the northern portion of the LZ; AR

. the other clipped a few tree tops with the main rotor on landing in the :;g; s

., LZ and had to be left., Crews of both aircraft were immediately lifted * -

v out by other helicopters. Both downed helicopters were immediately o

;. secured by elements of Company D without orders per battalion. SOP -

.-+ they ,being the nearest troops. Both were slightly damaged only and

were’ slung out two days later by CH-47 Chinooks. "During the three e

~day battle, those were the only two downed helicopters. By 1350 hours,.. .

‘it had become apparent that we would need a night landing capability = . |

that I needed a pathfinder team to assist me on the ground., I called E.‘}:L_ §

L

< the A Company, 229th 1lift company commande€r with a request for path-

;. finders and was gratified to learn that he had anticipated the require- . - - ;

'~ ment. They arrived shortly thereafter and with engineer demolitionists .. '~ ' |
cleared the LZ into a fairly safe two-chopper landing area and set up I I

lights -to. be turned on if necessary for night landings.’ Although under "~ - . = |

~ enemy observation and fire, it was less vulnerable .than the southern = . = -

" portion of where we were still cleaning out enemy riflemen:. . - o
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(2) By dark, at 1915 hours, a resupply of ammo, rations,
water and medical supplies had been brought in. Dexdran}f, morphine,
and bandages were the medical supplies most needed and water was at a-
premium., At approximately 1850 hours, I radioed by S-3 and told him
to prepare to come in as soon as possible using two UH-1D's and to .
bring in the artillery liaison officer, FAC, two radio operators and
‘more water and small arms ammo. They landed at 2128 hours. The dust

- .. and smoke which hung like a horizontal curtain over the entire area

‘the 229th pilots performed with great courage and professionalism,

IV. ACTIVITIES DURING THE NIGHT OF 14 NOVEMBER:

and collected our dead in my CP area. Ammo and water was being dis-.
tributed; the landing zone area was in the final stages of preparation
' for night landings; mortar and artillery fires were being registered
.. . close around the perimeter; a small light proof working area had been
‘n' constructed out of ponchos for the medics; and the chain of command .

- the morale was high. We knew we were facing a tough enemy but we also
" knew the enemy with a greatly superior force had failed to get through

L B. During the night the enemy made several light probes.
forward of A and B Company, and of C Company near where it tied in

~down on the lower fingers and draws of the mountain, around the _
~ southern and western edges of the perimeter; and up on the slopes where

four or five electric lights were observed. We received six or seven
. rounds of high explosive fire, either mortar or rockets.

tain 300 meters northwest of the battalion perimeter was protected by
close~in artillery fires all night. The enemy could be heard all around

. . locations within their small perimeter. ~ The platoon leader, platoon

up on the radio.was a_Sergeant E~5 squad leader. He could not get to

‘made drew immediate enemy rifle fire., He was the commo and leadership

 artillery fire on the enemy surrounding him as he heard them moving and

; each,*@“b°“¢l5°:haQ'°tr°“%;5}1 Afl?ve?e bgateq,off-by,smallvarms and

NIEEE PR Y

11

delayed their arrival and made the landing very difficult but once again, -

A. By dérkness, 1915 hours, we had evacuated all our wounded . -*

. had been reorganized, - I talked with many of the men and could see‘chacfif:  L

- us that afternoon. We were in excellent shape as we completed tying in ';3 ;
. our perimeter., The cut-off platoon of B Company was in good morale and .- -

*with A Company, Artillery harassing and interdiction fires were brought

the platoon. Artillery fire was brought'in on these areas and the shouts:‘

- and screams told of good results. The platoon began and ended the night -
> with 8 KIA, 12 WIA and 7 men not wounded. It was disposed in two separate
sergeant and weapons squad leader were among the KIA. The men who ended -;L_;' i
f-, the ranking man (a Staff Sergeant rifle squad leader), since any move he-_;'

link to his Company Commander. Throughout the night he adjusted closeéin;f;f

. talking. Three separate attacks were made during the night by thelenemyéT

C. The surrounded platoon of B Company on a finger of the moun~ =
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- artillery fire. Several of the wounded men of the platoon continued to .

fight. The second attack, at approximately 0345 hours was preceded by

H bugle calls around the platoon and up on the mountain 200-400 meters

above the platoon. I requested and received a TAC Air strike in the
area above the platoon. Ittwas conducted under Air Force flareship
illumination. It was right on target and greatly assisted in breaking
up the second attack on the surrounded platoon. This was the only
illumination used all night since it exposed the men in the surrounded

.. platoon as well as the foxholes in the open areas of the battalion
- perimeter. Also, there was a fairly bright moon from 2315 onwards. - When
;- day=-light broke, numerous enemy dead were seen around the surrounded

. platoon. These were only the dead who could be seen by the men as they. -

lay prone in their positions. Other bodies were possibly concealed by
the high grass which dotted the area. During the night, the men of the

'“‘.ﬁ-vplatoon saw and heard the enemy dragging off many dead -and wounded.

D. First light came at 0630 hours. I had tentatively decided

. on my plan of attack to reach the surrounded platoon while simultaneously
-+ securing the perimeter. I directed by A, B, and C Company Commanders
.. to meet me at the CoCpmpany CP to finalize the plan and to receive my

- »-orders since that was the best point of vantage. The time was approx- B b

. imately 0640 hours. I also directed each company to check around their = ..- .

" positions carefully for infiltrators and snipers. Lo

V. ENEMY ATTACKS OF 15 NOVEMBER:

A, At approximately 0650 hours the recon elements of the 'lst-

- and 2d platoons of C Company (the two left platoons) which were search=
- ing and screening approximately 100 - 200 meters forward of their

positions began receiving rifle fire from their front and left fromt.

" 'They returned the fire and began pulling back to their defensive pos=-
. itions. At this time, they were attacked by a force of 2 -~ 3 Companies., '
The enemy was well-camouflaged; crouching low; and in some cases crawling - "

on hands and knees. The recon parties from the two platoon positions

 right of the company CP encountered no enemy but pulled back immediately .-
.. to their defensive positions. An intense small arms fire fight broke ”
" out., The weight of the enemy attack was directed at the left portion
.. of the C Company sector. The recon parties of the lst and 2d platoons . .
' began taking casualties including some KIA as they pulled back. Other i -~
~men were hit trying to get to them. Some were recovered; however, by .

then - 0730 hours the enemy had moved almost to the perimeter foxholes

- despite taking severe losses from artillery, mortar, and close air.

.. Savage close-range fighting went on for the next two hours in the C

-~ Company sector =~ primarily in the left three platoon areas and forward
" of the Company CP. There was considerable hand-to~hand fighting. For"

example, the lst platoon leader was found later KIA and five dead PAVN

”; around him in and near his CP foxhole. One man was found KIA with his -
. hands at the throat of a dead PAVN, ‘Numerous enemy bodies were found
"intermingled with the killed and wounded of C Company. At approximately
;¢,0715 houraw*tha enemy actacked the D Company sector near where the

i FOR QFFICIAL__I_-._IS_E ONLY
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mortars were emplaced. This put the perimeter under attack from two. el
directions. Artillery, Aerial Rocket Artillery, and TAC Air were ST
called in and their fires were accurate and extremely effective. ARA o ‘
and TAC Air was also used to ring the perimeter with fires, Priority

of all fires was given to C Company. The artillery FO with C Company

was pinned down by rifle fire in the company CP area. Hence the artile . S
lery was adjusted by my artillery liaison officer from my CP.. There was .= = .
good observation. . co el

B. At approximately 0715 hours, the Commanding Officer, (o SR
Company requested reinforcements. I took a platoon from Company A (it B
peing the closest to C Company) and dispatched it for the C Company : —_—
CP area. It came under fire while moving over the open ground, lost
2 KIA and WIA, but made it to the right center of the C Company sector. .
At about 0745 hours, the A Company sector was attacked by what was L
later determined to be a small force. We were now being attacked from - -
“three different directions with firing of equal intensity in all three . ..
o ... . .areas, Grazing fire from enemy small arms and automatic weapons was E
v, criss-crossing the interior of the perimeter into the landing zone,
: - battalion CP area and aid station. Twelve to fifteen HE explosions
- of either enemy mortar or rocket fire occured in the perimeter. Several - ‘ .
... men were wounded in and near the CP by small arms fire. - One was KIA. . ;:_f“f RN
. 1.."1 alerted my reserve for probable commitment in the C Company area or = - "
..:.. D Company Sector = both of which contingencies we had planned for the
- night before., I radioed the brigade commander, informed him of the
... situation, and in view of the losses being sustained by C Company and
- the heavy attack, I requested an additional reinforcing company. He
- had ‘already alerted Company A, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry the previous
night and assembled it with helicopters ready for movement. My re-
quest was approved but. I did not bring the company in at that time due - . .- ..
. to heavy fire in the LZ. See Tab I for dispositions of opposing forces.A'”'u-“

C. The heavy fire fight continued only in the C and D Company

" Sectors. At one time, approximately 0800 hours, the anti-tank platoon

.- was heavily engaged and the LZ was severely threatened. The mortarmen

“were firing both their mortars and their rifles and taking heavy small

" arms fire, One mortar was hit and put out of action by enemy fire.

* I committed my reserve, the Recon Platoon, which moved into the left

. "of the C Company sector; headed towards D Company and cleaned it out.

. They joined up with the rest of D Company and from then on throughout

<. the rest of the attack, that portion of the perimeter was under control.

. This permitted me to take the risk of commencing to bring in A Company, -
..2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry. Although the LZ was under fire, it was reduced
'somewhat, I needed A Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry in, so that I '

‘could reinforce or possibly counterattack or block in or behind the

. C Company sector. I ordered the commander, B Company, 2d Battalion,
<7th Cavalry to’ pull one additional rifle platoon plus his command group

- off his lina"turn the sector over to his remaining platoon; assemble - - .

the Conpany:(~)‘diapersed near my CP; and prepare, on order, to reinforce, o
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‘block, or counterattack in the C Company sector which was 125 meters to

the east of the CP or second, in any other area. By then, two officers.

of C Company had been killed and three wounded. However, the company
commander although shot in the chest and back continued to function;
. “. help to control his company; and give me reports for nearly three hours.
.. The men of C Company stood their ground. One man of Company D who woudd
© - up in the C Company sector was the only soldier left covering 50 meters.
. He personally shot 10 = 15 enemy with his M-16 rifle firing from the
 kneeling position. The company radio operator picked off 15 = 20 from
the company CP foxhole. The company commander killed several before
he was wounded. The enemy fire was so heavy that movement towards or
within the sector resulted in more friendly casualties. It was during
¢ this action at 0755 hours that all platoon positions threw a colored
" smoke grenade on my order to define visually for TAC Air, ARA and -

"?1 artillery air observers the periphery of the perimeter. All fire suppq;c?~”‘t

“”; was brought in extremely close. Some friendly artillery fell inside
" the perimeter, and two cans of napalm were delivered in my CP area

- abnormal, but not unexpected due to the emergency need for unusually

- close-in fire support (50-100 meters). C Company, with attachments,

" fought the massive enemy force for over two hours. At apprbximately

- 0910 hours, elements of A Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry began

" landing. I briefed the Commanding Officer, A Company, 2d Battalionm,

_ 7th Cavalry on the situation and saw to it that he was oriented by the

' Commanding Officer, B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry on the sector

5fhe was to go into. I then ordered the Commanding Officer, Company B,

> 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry to move with his command group and the one

platoon to the C Company sector, assume control over the remainder of

' C Company and responsibility for the defense of the sector. He moved

..out at 0941 hours. The remaining platoon of B Company, 2d Battalion,: .

- 7th Cavalry followed shortly after when it was relieved on the perimeter .

by A Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry. When the 3d platoon of A '

' Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry dismounted from the choppers, it [

- headed towards the C Company, lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry fire fight and - -

" assembled behind their left platoon. I attached it to B Company, 2d

“ Battalion, 7th Cavalry and it fought with that company throughout the o

.next two days. By 1000 hours the enemy attack had been defeated., C

- Company had held. The enémy never penetrated through their position.

At approximately 1330 hours all companies on the perimeter screened SR

out for 300 meters and policed the battlefield., Dead PAVN, PAVN body .. =

- fragments, and PAVN weapons and equipment were littered in profusion o

" -around the edge and forward of the perimeter. Numerous body fragments

.. were seen. There was massive evidence e.g. bloody trails, bandages,

" etc., of many other PAVN being dragged away from the area. Some of the

% enemy dead were found stacked behind anthills. Artillery and TAC Air
 was placed on all wooded areas nearby into which trails disappeared. .

Numerous enemy weapons were collected along with other armament. Two

" prisoners were taken and evacuated. Friendly dead and wounded were

o' ‘also.collected. :Some friendly were killed and wounded in this screen-

'§k;“’ . ing«.vc,CQmpgny;lec Battalion, 7th Cavalry was ‘then positioned as

7ifwounding two men and- setting off some M-16 ammo. This we accepted as e
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the battalion reserve in the center of the perimeter and A Company, |
2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry was in position in the former B Company,
2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry sector.

VI.  THE RELIEF OF THE SURROUNDED 2ND PLATOON, COMPANY B, AND
REDISPOSITION OF THE PERIMETER: -

‘A, Date in the afternoon of 14 November, the brigade)Commander o
had moved the 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry, into LZ Victor. At approximately = °
0800 hours it headed, on foot, for LZ X-RAY. See Tab J for routes used. :
At 1205 hours, it closed into X-RAY. The Commanding Officer, 2d Battalionm, -
5th Cavalry and 1 coordinated on the disposition of forces. It was agreed
that his A and B Companies which were south and west of LZ X-RAY on the o
lower slopes of the mountain headed northwest plus B Company, lst Battalion,
. 7th Cavalry would conduct a coordinated attack behind artillery, ARA,
TAC Air preparation to relieve the surrounded platoon. The route of
attack was as shown at Tab K. It was agreed that I would assume oper-
- ational control of Company B, 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry and be in overall
- control of all units at LZ X-RAY plus responsibility for its defemse. B . ..
. Company, 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry moved forward of D Company, lst Battalion, .
- 7th Cavalry on the perimeter. All 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry mortars went =~ - .
.~ . into position and registered. D Company, lst Battaliom, 7th Cavalry (minua_"fi'fi
" the mortar ‘platoon) was added to C Company, lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry I
in reserve. The attack by A and C Companies of the 2d Battalion, 5th o i
Cavalry and B Company, lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry under control of RN
‘Commanding Officer, 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry jumped off at 1315 hours.
' There was little enemy resistance. B Company, 1lst Battaliom, 7th Cavalry
‘reached the surrounded platoon at 1510 hours. At the location there were. L
.8 KIA, 12 WIA and 7 unwounded. The platoon still had ammo left and were. fﬁ A
“in good morale. The wounded were evacuated and all units disposed and S
“dug in for the night. Dispositions were as shown at Tab L. Ammunitiom,. "~
‘water, and rations were brought in and distributed. , The dead were all - .. "
evacuated. ' T

VII. ENEMY NIGHT ATTACK, 0400-0630 HOURS 16 NOV:

: A, At approximately 0100 hours, B Company, lst Battalion, e
f7th Cavalry was probed by 5 enemy. Two were killed and the other three - ,
dispersed. The moon was up at 2320 hours and there were no clouds,
" Fire discipline, as during the previous night, was excellent. All
. aiming stake lights on the mortars were extinguished, and no mortar e
" fire was permitted, as during the previous night, without approval from " .~
“ . me. All fires were coordinated by my Artillery Liaison Officer. Con-
i tinuous, close-in H and I fires were conducted all around the perimeter.-

" - Some were placed on the mountainside, and firing 1nftwo areas resulted

d R :




B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry sector., At 0422 hours a force of
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B. At approximately 0400 hours, the enemy began probing the

250 - 300 enemy attacked B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry in the

1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry sector. The route of attack was from the -
southeast as shown at Tab M. Flareship illumination was called for and . -
continuous until 0545 hours. The attack was beaten off by small arms -

" and artillery fires. At 0431 hours another attack by 200 enemy came in

on B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry. Each time a flare would light

" up, the enemy would hit the ground or fall back into the cover and con-

cealment offered by the high grass and trees. The artillery took a

heavy toll. There were four batteries firing. The PAVN could be seen

dragging off numerous bodies. By 0503 hours, the weight of his attack S
had shifted more to the southwesgﬂg}th approximately 100 enemy attacking. .- . .
This was repulsed by 0535 hours= At 0550 hours, the flareship ran out '

of flares. Artillery illumination was then employed. ' The mortars of.

both battalions had been firing HE since the attack began. Mortar

" "illumination was then permitted«ﬁfxt 0627 hours, another attack came o A
' .directly towards the CP, At 0641 hours the enemy had been beaten RERR
- off and was dragging off bodies under fire. B Company, 2d Battalionm,

7th Cavalry had performed magnificantly, and had suffered only 6 lightly

waounded. During the attack, two separate resupply runs of ammo were
;tfmade by the Recon Platoon, lst ‘Battalion, 7th Cavalry under fire and one
by the-X0 and radio operators of B Company, -2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry.

c. At 0641 hours, orders were given for all men on the perimeter L

_ to spray the trees and the anthills and bushes forward and over their N
“positions at 0655 hours for two minutes to kill infiltrators, snipers, etc. .

" Immediately upon firing, a force of 30 = 50 PAVN exposed themselves 150 |

_meters forward of Company A, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry and began firing _

. their weapons. Apparently the mad minute" free spraying, prematurely - }-%*

. triggered a possible enemy attack. HE and VT artillery was brought in~ ‘
"and the attack was beaten off in twenty minutes. The tactic of spray

. firing accounted for 6 PAVN dead. One hung from a tree forward of the o
,,;left platoon of B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry. Another dropped + "
“, out of a tree immediately forward of the B Company CP. One PAVN was '

killed about one hour later attempting to climb down a tree and escape.

" My company commanders reported to me that the men ‘1liked this sprayxng.iojgﬂ»'

In addition to killing enemy, apparently it affords a release of ten=
sion built up through the night, and clears any doubts as to enemy
nearby. At 0716 hours, a cautious and deliberate sweep was made by
Company C, 1lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry and the Recon platoon, 1lst '
Battalion, 7th Cavalry throughout the interior and fringes of the LZ.

I ordered this conducted on hands and knees to search for friendly ,
casualties and PAVN infiltrators in the high elephant grass. The trees
were also searched There were negative results. -

D.:xAt 0810 hours, all units on the perimeter were ordered to

) coordinat' with’theiriflank units,. and prepare to move out on a search




. t began at
and clear sweep 500 meters commencing én order. The movemen
0955 hours, however, after moving 50 = 75 meters B Company, 2d Battalionm,

' iously wounded,
7th Cavalry came under fire. One platoon leader was ser
' \ . i 7th Caval ulled -
bagdeid & & Mhe PelPitlete F FoihoTe & hnd isenin artilléry and TAC Air was - :
€called in. We then moved back out; eliminated all resistance and policed:

the area. 27 more PAVN were killed on this sweep., Enemy dead were ly=-

ing throughout the area. I saw massive evidence of dead and wounded evacs .
uation -- blood, body fragments, bloody garments, etc. We also brought

in three friendly KIA. Numerous enemy weapons were collected. : Many were
seen which had been fragmented by fire, : T

- i -E. ~At approximately 0930 hours, the first elements of the
- 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry (-) began arriving at X-RAY. They closed at
approximately 1200 hours. At 1040 hours, the Brigade Commander ordered
.me to move the battalion; Company B, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry; and the
" 3d Platoon, A Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry by UH-1D to FALCON LZ,

then to Camp Holloway at Pleiku for two days of rest and reorganization..?f:_*” '

-He ordered me to relieve my elements on line with elements of the 2d
Battalion, 7th Cavalry and the 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry.  Thid I :.did.

However, before moving B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry, I had them = . - °

. conduct one final lateral sweep across their front out to 150 meters.
- This was the scene of extremely heavy action and I wanted the battlefield

thoroughly policed. The extraction by UH-1D was completely successful, = .

. and was covered throughout by artillery and TAC Air delivered around

. X-RAY, on the flight routes in and out, and on the slopes of the mountain.- f&*f
. There was no ‘enemy fire at any time during the extraction. The choppers - e
., were not brought in until aircraft loads were spotted on the LZ. Hence~fﬁj: s

"~ the UH-1Ds were only on the ground a few seconds. Concurrently with
" . troop extraction, excess supplies, enemy weapons, casualty gear and
s+ weapons, and casualties were evacuated. Enemy hand grenades, ammo,
- anti-tank weapons, etc were placed in a large hole and arrangements
- were made with €O, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry for demolition by his

- engineer teams. Many other enemy weapons had previously been destroyed Ef;jlf__'ﬁi

‘elsewhere in the battle area. "By 1456 hours all elements of the
.lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry; B Company, 2d Battalionm, 7th Cavalry and

the 3d Platoon, A Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry had been extracted ;5}“

. from X-RAY bound for L2 Falcon. By 1830 hours all elements had left
. LZ FALCON by air and closed into Camp Holloway,

. VIIL, ENEMY, FRIENDLY CASUALTIES, CAPTURED:

Kiilea;lbbdy count = 6345‘ ;
“Killed, wounded (Est) = 1215 f
Captured, evacuated « 6 * i, - !
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9 /B, FRIENDLY (INCLUDES ATTACHED UNITS):
i F U Killed - 79 |
= ;. Wounded - 121
4 . : Missing = None
N - CAPTURED ENEMY EQUIPMENT, EVACUATED:
S» i . ' i
q ' ‘Assault carbines w/bayonet « 54 % .7
q . . Assault rifles, automatic =57 " '
g i~ Automatic Rifles - 17
E ¢ Heavy Machine Guns - 4 :
; .- Antitank Rocket Launchers = §
; ~. Pistols = 2 ‘
I .+ 81/82 mm Mortar Tubes =~ 2
; o Medics Kits = 6

- ENEMY EQUIPMENT DESTROYED IN OBJECTIVE AREA:

‘Crew-served and individual weapons - 75-100 (approx) L
Antitank Rockets - 3 cases of 3 rounds each S

CoeiaT o .+~ Hand Grenades = 300-400 (approx) : - _

R - ... Assorted small arms, AW ammunition - 5000-7000 rounds (est)

L ; Entrenching tools = 100-150 (small shovel type) . ER R

IX. COMMENT:

i - A. 'The following items concerning the enemy and general battle- . .

.7 fileld techniques are considered worthy of mention. Most represent R

. _nothing new and are listed for emphasis as being particularly applicable e
to the_PAVN'énem¥.~ : ' S

B. FIRE SUPPORT:

(1) Fire support to be truly effective must be close-in. . v

. Against heavy attacks such as the ones we defended against, some enemy .. i
.7 will get very close or even intermingled with friendly in the high RN
"o 7 grass, Bringing fires in promptly, '"walking them_ in" extremely close v i .
*"- helped us greac%;T~ﬁTHE"ESEﬁEﬁH€?'Eannot wait until he knows exactly °
‘ - where all his men are. If he does, in a heavy action, he will get

. more men killed by waiting than if he starts shooting immediately.
Once -the enemy gets as close as 25 meters out or intermingled then he
has the friendly fighting on his terms, with those who have made it '
that close. Close fire support then can be used to cut off his

B - 7. napalm and white phosphorous than HE. He hits the dirt under HE '

' P fire. Under napalm and WP, he often gets up and runs around in dis= -

' order, ‘and presents & 'better target for small arms, VT, and HE. .
The 250 pound frag bomb and the CBﬁ's are very effective. -

R "
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0llow=up_units, and they will be there. He is much more afraid of i{‘x}:f.‘ix”:’i
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«\ ‘ . ‘ = s . - a
| (2) When a unit gets into an objective area, as soon as-

. 5}, '~ possible after landing, artillery fires should be brought in. This
9 will maybe kill some PAVN nearby and certainly will cut down time on

o', ;ii) target when a fire mission on known enemy is called for.

[OT TR

(3) Aerial rocket artillery is extremely effective especially» 

if the pilots knew the exact location of friendly. It has a- tremendous
shock effect on the enemy. The thing about ARA which makes it at times

. ’?}'- Ny ‘\(:
{3\5‘.f more effective than artillery is the fact that it does not have to be o
" seen by ground observers to be adjusted. If the front lines or a friendly =

~-position 1s marked and can be recognized by the pilots, quick, accurate
: fire support is the result. ’

S o (4) The LAW was effective against the anthills behind ~f..-
K :v -whiqh the PAVN were hiding. Training on use of LAWS must be emphasized.’ .

e , (5) 1I1f PAVN are encountered close-in during a friendly e
: attack, the best solution to an attack may be to back up under artillery - =
+-end ARA, let the artillery and ARA work the area over and then start P
‘again, loading off with plenty of M-79s in the trees and grass and LAWS . - Dl
into the anthills. ' L T

RN Whenever illumination was in the air many of the enemyi if>E;7
chased'firing. e
o (7) Careful placement of M=79 men should be emphasized in.*
“order to give them the best possible fields of fire. They must always -
'be on the lookout for enemy in trees. It was found that the M-=79's

Ewere extremely effective against enemy in trees as well as troops in v ‘
" the open. _Mﬁ79's must be fired into trees and the high grass even when . - ..

.no enemy are seen.

ration all mortars were combined under a

(8) In this ope ! L
The mortars were very effect= . . -

" cnetral FDC. This was very satisfactory.
_ive. Mortar illumination firing was carefully controlled at battalion

- The mortar illumination round has a very high dud rate and it
“would take many rounds to provide a battalion perimeter illumination
for one hour. Therefore it was used to £fill the gap for illumination
~ between the artillery and the flareship. The mortars alone could not
" have come close to providing the desired amount of illumination.

"© (9) Artillery, TAC Air, and ARA can be used at the same
time without loss of aircraft or effectiveness. The ARA and TAC Air -
flow perpendicular to.the artillery gun-target line in these cases
where they simultaneously struck the same target areas. Other striking _ ‘
-~ aircraft flew parallel to the gun-target 1ine and beyond it. This called '
% .. for close teamvork between the FAC and the artillery liaison officer. .~ =
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= . 10) Artillery must be used against possible avenues of SO
reinforcement as well as on the enemy in either an attack or a defense. . .- '
"Close-in continuous defensive H and I fires are a must in a defensive
" situation where the enemy is known to be present even if he is not
attacking.

-

(11) Great emphasis should be placed on the ability of alli ff':
personnel down to and including fire team leaders to adjust artillery
'~;and mortar fire,

RS ((12) Each platoon must carry many colored smoke grenades
~. . and a panel for marking friendly lines and landing areas.

B (13) The technique of having all units on the perimeter
" throw a colored 'smoke_grenade on order greatly helped TAC Air and
. ARA to locate the perimeter. T -

C. MOVEMENT

\ - v (1) . Movement must be cautiously aggressive. The enemy
;”t*must be pinned down by fite.;Kémall unit, squad sized fire and move~
‘ment must be conducted to perfection. ' This is extremely important.
If not conducted correctly, men will get hit and the problem is then
.. compounded when other men stop firing to try to recover casualties.
* Then they also get hit in many cases and soon, combat effectiveness of
" the squad, platoon, etc. is in danger of being lost. In this connection,
.~ when enemy contact has been made or is strongly suspected, recon by fire
.. or actual fire and movement should be conducted to forestall the enemy
-~ firing first. This is particularly important for a unit moving up along--
f:side a unit which is in contact and in a fire fight. .

: —>(2) Platoon and company fire and maneuver must be con-

- ducted to perfection. Flanks must be secure. Open flanks can be

- secured to a degree by fire support. Squads and platoons must be tied-
. together as close as the situation permits. The tighter the better

7 against the PAVN, as he will hole up in concealed firing positions, let
}“;friendly go by, then open ‘up. :

£ (3) Close-in artillery, ARA, and TAC Air front, rear, and
r_m=both sides is a great help in moving through an area where there are -
"\~ known enemy. This normal but sometimes overlooked.

(Zéi) When companies conduct sweep and clear operations ;“f'fﬁff
.7 together out of a perimeter, or ever a certain route, battalion must Sl
" .check on the company formations to be used to insure that the terrain ‘

-
(S
i
h A

'h?}will be adequately covered and the companies are properly-coordinated :-;}j“}v”:i'

a
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D. TECHNIQUES:
(\\\\The technique of holding a company (-) as an offensive

striking force<while recon elements of one platoon check specific areas LT

" out 50-100 meters from the landing zone worked out very well in this

case. For one thing until the assault unit is actually on the grouﬁd'
and sees and feels the terrain and the environment, the commander of

the unit charged with LZ security does not finally know which areas he,'fﬁ

will check out in priority. Also and most important, the assembled

' - company (-) enables the battalion commander to hit any emeny attack

quickly with a controlled unit. 1In this operation we were also able

to move quickly with Company B to develop the contact made by one :
of its platoons as soon as Company A had sufficient force to take over
the LZ security mission. In retrospect, the fact that Company B was '
in a posture for a fast move off the landing zone undoubtedly gave us

' the jump on the PAVN. Had not B Company surprised them with their

.~ aggressive move up the finger, we might well have been fighting the -
- PAVN from the fringes of the LZ with our backs on it -- and the enemy
"in turn would have had good fields of fire on the incoming helicopters
'~ carrying the last elements of A Company and all of C and D Companies.

I feel that the fact that we had first B Company, then A Company, off

. C; the landing zone moving against the PAVN, then C Company in a good block~
... -ing position took the initiative away from him. From then on, for three

days and two nights, he was reacting to our presence.

f;;:>At night, units must form tight perimeters, use Claymore

e mlnes, trip flares and dig in. The use of outposts and listening posts o
depends largely on the terrain and the enemy situation. In this operation, .

it would have been suicidal as the cover and concealment afforded the

enemy too many opportunities to take the outguards by stealth. Camou- ,
flaged foxholes with cleared fields of fire are recommended. Normal, but
sometimes hard to execute under fire. ’ '

_ (3) 1In a perimeter defense, it is necessary to check the
front with small recon parties at first llght and periodically through

the day for 100-200 meters to clear out infiltrators, police the battle-_ov_'e'”

field, and to insure that the enemy is not massing for an attack. This

action should be preceded by having all troops on the perimeter spray the:ff:

trees, grass, and anthills to their front and overhead at a specified
time for two-three minutes. When the recon elements screen to the
front, it should be preceded by artillery and recon by fire, Air Cav

'Scouts overhead can assist by observation. Units should move as in

the attack with fire and movement. All men must give the enemy the .
capability of being to the £ront and overhead as infiltrators, snipers,

or massing for an att:ack°

: eg’it up as soon as possib}e. D COmpany, my

: . @ roroFFiCHITUSE-ONEY Q SRR R
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ii alternate CP, carried one in on the assault == set 4t up, and
was. invalueble.

" E. SUPPLY, 'SUPPORT. SERVICES:

. ‘—*(1) "The minimum amount of gear should be carried
" an assault. This should be one meal, a poncho, two canteens of w:
"salt tablets, and plenty of ammunition.

_ : ‘ _ C.
- (2)) Casualties are a critical problem. When fire is .
- pinning down i‘ﬂlviduals, one casualty will cost one or two more men
“attempting to get to him. Heavy cover fire must be employed to try
. and cover the attempt to recover the wounded men and get him out of
- the danger area. Leaders at all levels in contact under fire must act
_«iw- cautionsly in getting casualties out. I lost many leaders killed and
. f,_;,wotmde‘_d»while recovering casualtiés. Wounded must be pulled back to
" some type of covered position and then treated. Troops must not get so
.. concerned with casualties that they forget the enemy and their mission.'
“Attempting to carry a man out requires up to four men as bearers which
" can hurt a unit at a critical time. S

, (3) Evacuation of casualties from the areas of contact

.." " in this action was a problem. TO&E litter bearers would have been a
©.big help. As it turned out, fighting strength had to be used to

‘" carry out a wounded man (3-4 men required) or to assist many walking

.:‘wounded. (one man at least required in many cases).

S~——

s . (4) When a man is wounded or killed, his weapon and some

. of ‘his equipment get separated from him in many cases. An S-4 represent-.
?*atlve - officer or NCO with assistants, must be present at least in

- ‘the battalion forward aid station and at the collecting company at

. Forward Support. Some of our equipment was evacuated with men all

" the way to Qui Nhon. Also we had many M-16's shot up and had to

have replacements in the area. Therefore we kept a lot of weapons
:.-in the battle area for re-issue. When we were pulled out we brought R
.- all excess weapons and equipment with us. Many enemy weapons which R
* were captured and sent out with friendly KIA and WIA were never seen .

. again. The unit commander fighting the battle in the objective area
" loses control of equipment, friendly and enemy, once it leaves the
forward area by helicopter. A more effective ''backstop'" system must

'unloading points in the rear,

(5) Rations are no problem. Few men eat much when in a,

“Ekin quantitity particularly when there 13 no stream source available.

SR 'f,ﬁ{:%6) The pathfinder team was tremendous.‘ Until they could
'(fgget in around 30 houre. 14 November, ‘all incoming aircraft had to be

"~ be set up to catch this gear and control it when it arrives at various *L‘q/i

. heavy action; however, water is extremely critical. It must be present“"'>



‘magazine which is resupplied to the rifdeman fully®loadedin a bandoleer

oy R/
\ : ’ ¢ B!

_pouch ‘makes crawling on the stomach difficult,

N éf;;;>1t took time to reload M-16 magazdine cne rodnd at
a time. In the-heavy action we encountered, this ook ssitve time

Sy

at critical periods. It was particularly cribi@@ﬂ-@mrin Ghe qpemy'nighﬁ i fgg‘;

attack. Also it was difficult to keep track(o@'empty'magazidgs in
a heavy fire fight. The solution may be an_ expendablle, Sq;stic type

as was the old M-1 clip of eight rounds. Also, the present M-14 ammo

[ 4 .
(8) The individual soldier must become at least as good
as the PAVN in camouflage techniques and use of terrain and foliage

@ e

- to, cover and conceal his movements. This must, be emphasized.

o

F. THE PAVN ENEMY:

P

(1) He appeared to be well-train®d. He was aggressive.: L

" He was equipped with a preponderance of automatic weapons and plenty of
ammunition. He carried 3 - 5 Chinese potato masher hand grenades. He

: icafried a softball-sized wad of cooked rice, most of them carried a =
bed roll consisting of a piece of waterproof plastic and a hammock.

His weapons were well maintained.

" (2) He was an expert at camouflage and used‘every bit of

‘cover and concealment to perfection. With only small arms, mortars,

"and antitank weapons he obviously sought to closeé with us in strength

. . quickly-before we could discover him ~ possibly to render our fire support
. less effective and certainly to overwhelm us and force us to fight on

his terms. Without much overhead fire support, he probably has to fall

back on expert camouflage techniques, attacks in mass, infiltrators, and

stay-behind killer parties. :
TN

e~ | (3)/ He was a deadly shot. In caring for my men who had

‘been killed and wounded, I was struck by thé great number who had been
. shot in the head and upper part of the body ~-- particularly in the head.

He definitely aimed for the leaders =-- the men who were shouting, pointing, «7)"

talking on radios. He also aimed for the men carrying radios. He also
appeared to concentrate on men wearing insignia of rank ~-- particularly
non-commissioned officer with stripes on their arms. In this war, I
question if it is necessary, possibly even foolish, or inviting fire,
for non-commissioned officers to wear insignia of their grade =--

or any enlisted man for that matter. Within the small units, all men

. ey

~,'.knaw their. leaders.,yln base camp the leaders should wear. their insignia.~f -
-On.ope tions‘ gainst#the enemy, they should wear clean-sleeve fatigues._



(4) When attacking, the PAVN units confronting us used R
' mass assault tactics preceded in some cases by light mortar and anti=- TEe
tank rocket fire. The latter I believe is often mistaken for mortar - I
fire., He also used encircling maneuvers with 50 = 75 men groups. He e ‘
" employed his machine guns extremely well and thoroughly understood the

- value of grazing fire. At night, he infiltrated small numbers up to

the friendly positions. These enemy set up on top of grassy anthills,
in trees, and good close-in firing positions. He was expert at probing

""" . our defensive perimeter at night and went to great efforts to try to force‘i;"-{:;
.;,E‘friendly 1nto firing. -

‘ “"P_TAC Air, or

“<;;;:)When met by heavy ground fire or by mortar, artillery, T ‘q
ARA"he became less organized. However, he did not quit. AR
Napalm and white phosphorous he definitely did not like.

, (6) He appeared to have no radios. The leaders controlled .= . .

; their men by shouting. Bugles were used during the night of 14 - 15  ~-% -
'November on the mountain above the battalion perimeter. Also, at night - - .-
on the mountain they used signal lights. : o

, (7) He fought to the death. When wounded, he continued

- fighting with his small arms and grenades, He appeared fanatical when , N

~ wounded and had to be approached with extreme care. Many friendly were =~ "=
shot by wounded PAVN. ' R

_— (8) He also appeared fanatical in his extreme efforts to. =~~~ .~
.recover bodies of his dead and wounded and their equipment. He never =
. stopped his efforts in this regard and used the night, the high grass, -
“the anthills and other concealment to maximum advantage to serve his
.purpose. We found many of his dead with ropes tied around the ankles

rand a short, running end free. 1 saw two of my dead with similar '
_ropes tied around their ankles.

(9) Some of my men who met him face to face have stated . .
" that some PAVN appeared to be '"hopped up". They based this conclusion - .-

;fin part on their observation that when shot, they kept moving several X

‘'more steps firing before dropping. In these cases, it is possible = "~ -~ '
. that the high velocity M-16 bullet passed cleanly through these ememy . @ -
». without any immediate stopping effect. Also some men stated that they. e

‘'saw a few enemy keep their weapons at sling arms although under fire.

One non-commissioned officer stated that one group of 30 or so enemy

" continued moving across the front of his squad although it was being .

g cuc to pieces by close~in flanking fire. : .

. , (10) A favorite tactic of the PAVN enemy we faced seemed '
‘.. to be an aggressive small-unit encircling maneuver. Another was a rapid

: f?J~,assAu1t by 6 « 10 RAVN on 2 or 3 friendly.

o (ll) We found some of our KIA "dog tags" and wallets on . B ;
che bodies“of‘dead RAVN. o gy i SRV . :




VIII.. Out of all the above, the principal points that I would like
- to emphasize are: o

A. We must make imaginative and constant use of our
tremendous fire support advantage to kill the PAVN enemy before he
- gets so close that we must fight him on his terms. This includes -
‘ heavy use .of the M-79 and even hand grenades to hold him out so that
artillery, TAC Air, and ARA can work on him.

B. We ‘must take time and every opportunity to train our
: _ ' men, and especially our replacements, to perfection in small-unit fire
S and movement and fire and maneuver. If we do not to this, men will
be killed who would not otherwise be killed.

' (;% The commander on the battlefield must continually anticipate
what th itire may bring or could bring and take steps to influence the
future before it comes about. This applies to the enemy; to fire support;

ot e e i £ i e e -

5- ;_,‘ﬁ-lyﬁiﬁ “'supply of ammo, water, and medical supplies before the requirement arises;

5o

to friendly reaction to possible enemy action; and to all other matters
having a bearing on a particular situation. [Also, periodically through-
“out a battle, the commander must . mentally detach himself from the action
and objectively think =« what is not being done which should be done to
;- and what is being done which should not be going

x
]

As/ H Moore . 'v,
't/ HAROLD c. MOORE

o " _ i e
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