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~ELSSJ T Z( irectv.No, 5 0(%9, 27 Sep 58 ,
by Ruth.Wesley,.Librarian
on 18 Jmauary 1961

I TOC PATHFI DER- GP (PROV)
Of ce: of the Cors .Patfier0lnderr -:OffI/r.

APO 153 U.. Ar
14 January 1944, (,)

SUBJEW. Training Progress Repert 1 Dec 44- 14 Jan 45.,-
TO : Commanding GeneralU XVIII Corps(Airbrne), APO-109, U.S An .:

.. I Cr' y:. A O . 0 }S rW-

S1. On 8 Dceaber-44 eleven (11).officers and eighty nne men from the 101st

A/B Divisioen arrived-at this base for tainng aS Arborne Pathfinders. Result of ,
t training program for this Unit is as follows"

Number, of 'oficers completin.gose 9
Numberof Officers 'failing tocmltecourse - 2

* Total 1
Number of EM completing course 83 - .

Number of EM failing tocoiplete couse 6

Total 8
Ifii The officers failing to complete the course were ,hospitaliZe"d due to iliness

and tar Stl in the hospital as of the date of this report.
Thee disted men who failed toe complete the course were .returned to their

u its for breaches of dscipline -and inaptness. .

2. On 12 December 44 nne (9)efticers and ninety seven (97) enlisted men from
the 82d Airborne Division arrived at ths base for training with results as follOs:

Nxmber of officers completing course 9 .
RNomber of 3] completig cose 91

Numbe of enS- noe completing course $

The enlisted men who di Anot complete the course were returned for breaches
Of discipline and iap.tness. One enlisted man was hospitalized and was therefore
not able to attend classes.

3. It is understood that:, inasmuch as there is no T, 0. providing peronnel for
i s type.. of work, the selection of men for such work Presents a problem to.a compa, !commandee r. It is the oepinion f the undersigned that in somne cases men were s elected '

it hout :too much regard for qualifications. Due toe the fact tht both, divisions /
:were :in combat it was not deemed possible to s ecure replacements nor, was it deemed ;21 ' advisable to keep iene at this base who were not qualiie to receive instrution ,

.. ,when they were needed by their unts :for, combat duty. In the futre it is :requested i:
tha t more consideration be given to the select4on of men, frr this type of trai ng

/,"in order :to provide competent, and dependable Pathinders,. .. - }

;i';,,4.. Duing the course-of instruction each man was .provided with .lesson sheets
, .covering .the suijects taught, This-was deemed advisable dume to the time allotted
S, for trainig. A copy of these lesson. .. .sheets is enclosed. (See inclosure #1) i
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5. npn arrival-at this station it was learned that many of "the men were poor-ly equ:pped due to the fact that clothing 3requSi4n coverng losses, wear, etc,,during the. Holland Capaig had not been filled. Iediate steps. were-tan to pro-cure all items needed to-fully clothe the men. -The Station Quartermaster was very
cooperative in this matter. Prior to .deprture all men were utvp to TE insofar asclothing and individual equmApent.was concerned with-the .exception. of a small number:
of sleeping bags.. .

6. Inasmuch as. facilities for safe guarding armsare Imtedat ths station

it was requested that men. sent for training leave their weapons with their nits.Men who dropped at Bastogne were equipped bthe Group h-4.,The entre Patfnder
attachment was alerted for o.mmitment.on 22 Dcember .44 and arequsition for com-
plete ccombat equipment was filled with no delay. This equipment was retained at
this base upon departure of personnel, to their Uts.

7. On 24 December 44 orders were received .to prepare to commit two teams toan infantry unit cut off on the western. front. Orders were received at 0$0 and
cancelled at 0400. Itis understood that. this unit.was overrun by the enei,

8. On the morning-of 24 December orders were received to place three P ath-finder teams on TD with the 50th Wing, IX TO*. Col. Jol L. Grouch. and the under-signed accompanied -these -teams tot -h: Win"gHeadquarters:.and arranged for their
twith the -wing A-3. Ae team. from. each Airborne-Division was sent on

tzhi .s -ission. No.teams were committed and personel returned to 'this base n .8Ja y 45, upon being released by Headquarters, Frst AAA. During the period ,22
December - 8 Janu :45fo ur Pathfinder teams were kept on a. th-ty minute alertfor possible committment on a combat mission. This was disconti nued on 8 January
45 anpreparations were made to return personnel to their home stations, Weather
delyed the departure until 14 January 45,

9. A complete report on the Bastogne drop and resupply is enclosed. (See
Enclosure#)0.,5 5)

10:. Commanding Officer, IX TCC Pathfinder Group.-requested that two teams (2officers, 18 men) from each Division be retained at this base in the event a sit,ation demanding use of Pathfinders on the western front occurred. This request was
forwarded-to 101st Airborne Division and approved by TWX on 10 January 45. A sim-ilia :requst to 82nd Airborne Division has not been answered as of this .date.
_The personnel (2 officers, 18 men) are still at this base. :

11. Major Derey and Lieutenn Bales returned to .the U.K. on 10 January 45 wit
IR and DAD? (MC-619) equipment. Ths equipment :had been assigned to the Chief Sig-nal Officer, .Corn Zone, Paris, France., In order to begin immediate training with.
this. equipment a .telephone request that the equipment be diverted to this base wasmade to the G-4 Section, First AAA. This request was approved and Major Derey andth.e undersigned procured the equipment from ATC and moved it to this station on 1:5
January 45. ........ ,

12. a. A production schedule for the forthcoming IR and MC-619 (DADF) is en-
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(Oont' d)

closed-, (See .encl.. #5) All items listed in the first paragraph of this'letter(Memorandum .:from .Mr® Gould, 0,SRD. to General Borden dated 6. Jan 45).are at
this station-0

b® FoUowingequaipment will n .t be needed for training:

250 type F Metascopes
18 Tudog Meters for tuning .MC-19
.20 IR Beacons, AirborneM.-.

.. Request that. shipping instructions be furnished so that this equipmentcan be turned over to the Signal Officer' XVIII Corps (Airborne)' for issue tousing
units..3

d Inastnueh as this 'equipment will be routed to the Chief Signal Officer
Corn Zone., Paris, France as fast as i.t is produced, it is deemed advisable .that G-4or the Corps.Signal Officer make arrangements for receiving this... .equipment upon.arrival by cont acting the office of the Chief Signal.Officer, Corn Zone, paris, .

France.
e® It lb further suggested that .steps be taken to secure A Transport

priorities .for this equipment in order to put it. into use as soon .after it is. man-ufactured as possible®

I.. a. Close liaison has been kept between the .SSR.D. branch o the Ameri-

can .bassy. and: this office Arr-angements have been made to furnish uh AirTransportation as may2be needed by members of & 8.R'D. enaged un official bus-
in s.i.this theater® This was done as"' an-. effort .to repay 0,S.RD. for the helpand cooperatio nin procuring the IR and -619-. Col Joel L. Crouch was very.coop-erative an made this gesture possible by furnishing necessary aircraft and fly-
ing personnel®

b. Visits have been made to ABTC Detachmentand Coloel Honeycutt has been
kept nformed of the situation and training program being carried on by this ui.
He .expects to'.take 'his information backt Airborne units. trainirg in the U0 So

14. Following a recommendation made by Col.. Joel L. Crouch, one. hundred ai-craft loads of resupply was procurred .from-the.490th QM,. and stored at -this base,This resupply is packaged and bundled for aerial delivery, and will "be available toaz unit of III Oorps (Airborne) upon request. A list of such supplie s is attached
isE ch#4e ) y

18 * Prior tohe esen amagpanee being peae teM-I m toe tai Patuhfinder
tamle fom~tn s andAroreCobt T wihwa hen attaodced to XVfIiIn cops Atrone

±reparattons are. being made toreeive amaximulm of two. hddred students f.rom thiscombat team or a-M other unit 'atmaybe attached to-XVIII.Corps"(Airborne)
in the near future. It is requE ted that at .least one.weeks notice be given prir
to arrival.:-of students to allow requisitions for rations, fuel,. etc., to be made.

1 In e: event new students are to be trained it is requested th.t they
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furnish at least one truck, 2 ton per onehunded students to provide atr portation
during the training period. Inasmuch as this group is a provisional one it des

not have adequate transportation facilities to provide transportation for Airborne
units stationed on this base.

18. Upon return to the continent both Airborne Divisions were issued ontom-
plete set of equipment for marking DZ's and/or LZ'S, This equipment may be used if
a resupply by air is needed. This equipment shoud be returned to this ba e after
a period of two to three •weeks for recalibration and check. This.will be-taken
care of b the Group Radar Qfficer. o arrangements by your headquarterv will be
necessary inasmuch as a new set of equipment will be delivered and the old equip-

ment piked up.

19. On 10 December 44 Dr. Charles E. Waring, O.S.R.D. returned to the United
States to assist Lt. Bales and Major Derey with procuement. He also initiated
research work on a project for marking DZ's and LZs with'infra-red lights'. Verbalreports received from Maor Derey indicate that a satisfactory beacon has been de-
signed and is receiving tests in the United States. Your headquarters will be kept
informed of the progress made along these lines. .

0. F her tests have been rn at this. base on the method mentioned in last

months' report- viz: Using two beacons set up behind the lines with the DZ at.
the third point of a triangle. Resuts proved very satisfactory. Arrangements
-are being made to .demonstrate this equipment to the-Commanding General., IX-Troop
Carrier Command,. A full powered model of the radar equipment is under construct-
ion by Mr. A* Eicher, British Branch Radiation Laboratory. A lower powered set. was
used for preleminary tests, Mr. Eicher is preparing a detailed report covering
the method and a copy of this report will be forwarded as soon as it is completed.
Attention is invited to the fact that perfection of this method will allow the first
serial of aircraft to drp without the aid of pre-dropped Pathfinders thereby main-
taining security for a greater length of time, If this method is adopted it is
planned to drop Airborne Pathfinders with* the first serial of aircraft to give
following serials the benefit of additional Pathfinder aids.

21. A copy of Technical Instructious on Beacon, Airborne, l with Metascope
Tpe US/F is enclosed for your information. (See Encl #66) p e 12 tz

22. It is reccomended that two qualified communications men from each irborneDivision be placed on TD with thisunt immediately in order that they may be train-ed to maintain beacons within the Division.: If it is impracticable to relievequalified technicians at this time it is suggested that reinforcements be secured-from ar. available sources inasmuch as this requies technical skill and a know-ledge of radio repair work. These men need not be qualified parachutists or~men with

(4)
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combat experience 'it is expected that.once trained these men would be assigned tothe mainteoance. Section of the Division Signal Company.

Enc .#1
(Enei #2

Encl #4

Endl..#5
\ Enol#6

FRANK L. BROWN
Captain, Inf (Prcht)
Corps Pathfinder Officer

Lesson sheets, Pathf inder Cours ge~x~~
BastogneReport, Operation "Nuts,.( ..l " S

Prodution-Schedule fcr .... "DA.DF Equipcc " ' Ca"..
Ltr. to General Borden from .Mr. Gould O.S.RD. .Packed Parachute..Delivery Supplies at AAF 465 LTB 1l.o255* Homing Modi f ica tio InKit MC- 619 t an" LT! Beacon A/B Ml with Ne aUSp : s/ . , --- , . - . .

•M• ..- i e- .- 0k
. ~~P .~ . .- */,. .. . . .,.

Distributition:.
1.-.Commanding eneral XVIII Corps (Airborne)

- Commaring.. Officer IX.TCC Pathfinder Group (Proy)
1 File. Copy .
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To ~ fig Oe.. W. ABodNoe flevelopsentsD ivin eParmn
Frogw enelO olOfc fSinii lessarch and 'Develomt

Major L t D nerey d Lt., Robert ale have successfuy coplte4dtheir, ..mi+son. ad at e ret ing to the .10 with.the following. eqipment.-,

a) 2 e FMetascopes (Thme are 16 Type F etasopesoverseas with. the FPirst Airborne
Armat rsn.W

b)24 InfraRedBeaon,, Airborne M01lssbttr aio) 30 Fl as hli g ht A d apters .M e3 4 and In r R e F ite s M -439
), 2 ater ochargers f Ifra RedB DeaconBatteriese+) 5 Modifation its Mc-+t6is. (This unit consstsh of the

.0 2 R d . eaco . Tr.. s. itters /Q fl2.. i. s i the

no. clatar .e for the: new.t-ransmtter developed fro.

g?) 20 Tunn. Meters for tuning the Mod.fication Kit
f.2

tehMjor Derey adIhveotiedtefllwn routionhedule

f the balAc,0 of the reqIm-ent-s fr the var-ios procum.ent officers
S-hiping. instructons" ar e required immeiatelyh articuly for the

January. pr.uotin..

a)Typeo- etsoe.-40*aury14
240 Fruay14

2500 Mrch l45
000 Aprl14

Shipping:, weigh packd 1.6 lbs ach

Le May, 194thereaf n

Janary194.

4,NC #3
P..
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b) InT ,Red.lB-eaconA,, Airbomt-I 5-0WArcdh 15, 194*5
126.June 1, 1945

Shipping weight packed 122 lbs each
Shipping volume packed..3,3 cu ft each

i~r R EterM-&3
1000 Janury 1945

2000 February 1945
40 lari .1945970 April 1945F

4
f)~eacp~Transmtter~C-2

60 January 1945
50 Feb 1945

50. March 1945
48 April 1I4

Unpacked weight 37 lbs eac
Unpacked vo e l.w,.5 cii. ft. each

Estimated shipping weiht. packe-d 60 lbs each

Estimated shipping volume packed.1..25 cu.ft. each
IMn& Ietr for Tunig the Modification Kit MIC4

This requ.-irement is filed in the eupment being

taken by Major Derey today

'\-istrixition:
,,era,.*. Gen., FA..-

.. GVIII Corps (Airbo e) - 2
OSRD, Wrshing ton 1

,Lou onDr. . arin

0. 0., 1X t. Pathfinder Group (Prov,) -1
Major Derey, Lt. Dales.-2
NDRC, TO- i
Dr. Bush: 1,
Dean Moreland I

Unpacked weight .25 lbs each
Unpacked volume .02 cu.fV. each

Estimated shipping Mw4ht packed -5 lbs each
Estimated shipping voume packed .03 cii. ft. eaeh

d) Btt ger for nfra Red Beacn - 8 December, 194 (Ready

for shipment now..)

Sh'.ipping weight aced 109lsec

Shippi-g volume packed 4.3 u. ft. each

e) 4jatin~itj54Q- 100 Jauary1945
.300 FebruarY 1945
4000 -arc 1945

Unpacked weight 9.3 bs 1 each
Unpaeked. volme .57 eu,. ft, .:each

Estimated Shipping weight paeked 18 lbs each
Estimated shipping volme packed .75 l each
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