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(___.'.  HEADQUARTERS

. W 509-A4
foiee of the cerps Pathflnder ,;@fﬁseer o d u

APO 133 U, 5. Army
14 Janumry 19445®@

.S: Training Pregress Re;p@ﬁt 1 Dec 44 -~ 14 Jen 45.
70 : Commanding General, XVIII Cerps (Airberme), APO 109, U.S. Army.
1. On 8 Decémber 44 ’slevé'al'fllx) efficers and eighty nine men from the 10lst

‘A/B Division arrived at this base for training as Airborne Pathfinder-_s. Result of -
the training program for this unit is as .fall@ws:».' _

Number of officers completing ‘course - 9 : ‘
L] Numberof Officers failing to complete course _2 _ o
i o o : - Total 11~ , L 2
L& Number of EM cempleting course - 83 : L e '
1 Number of EM failing to complete eourse 8 o :

5 o | Totel %

Pl The officers failing to complete the course were hospitalized due to illmess

P and are still in the hospital as of the date of this report. :

Lo The enlisted men who failed to complete the course were returned to their
l\ u its for breaches of discipline and inaptness. - ’

' ’]' ‘ 2. On 12 Decem‘be: 44 pine 19) efjf‘ieers and ninety seven (97) enlisted men from =
-] the 82nd Airborne Division arrived at this base for training with results as follows;
Number fo‘ officers ceﬁpl’eting: course 9 o _W...‘.»-m-M"“‘"
Number of EW completing course v 921 ,
Number of enlisted’men completing course 6

. . £ .
~__The ‘enlisted men who did not complete the course were returned for breaches
of discipline and ingptness.

v One enlisted man was hospitalized and was therefore
not able to attend classes. : : v : R

3+ It is understeoocd thst, inasmuch as there is no T. O. providing pergonnel for
this type of work, the selection of men for such work presents a problem to a company
commander. It is the opinion of the undersigned that in some cases men were selected
‘without teo much regard far qualifications. Due to the fact that both divisions
_were in combat it was not deemed possible to secure replacements nor was it deemed
advisable to keep men at this base who were not qualified to receive imstruction
when they were needed by their units for combat duty. In the future it is Fequested
- that more consideration be given to the selection of men fop this type of training
| in order to provide competent and dependable Pathfinders : '

L 2

/ 4, During the course of instruction each man was provided with lesson ‘sh‘eété :
A’ covering the subjects taught. This was deemed adviszable due to the time allotted
fe_r training. A copy of these lesson sheets is enclosed. (See inclosure #1)

 ULASSHED
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‘December - 8 January 45 four Pathfinder teams were kept on a.thirty minute alert
- for possible committment on a combat mission. This was discontimed on 8 Jamuary

~ delayed the departure until 14 Jamuary 45.
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5. Upon errival at this station it was le
during the Holland cempaign had not been filled. Immediate steps were taken to pro-

‘cure all items needed to fully clothe the men. :The Station Quartermaster was very |

cooperative in this matter. Prior to departure all men were up to TE insofar as

~clothing and individual equipment was concerned with the exception of a small number '

of sleeping bags.

6. Inasmuch as facilities for safe guarding arms are limited at this station '
it was requested that men sent for training leave their weapons with their units.
Men who dropped at Bastogne were equipped by the Group S-4.--The entire Pathfinder

‘attachment was alerted for commitment on 22 December 44 and a. requlsition for com-

plete combat equipment was filled with no delay. This equipment was retained at
this base upon departure of personnel to their units. : '

7. On 24 December 44 orders were 'rée,éived to prepare to commit two teams teo |
an Infantry unit cut off on the western front. Orders were received at 0330 and

~ cancelled at 0400. Tt is understood that this unit was overrun by the Onemy »

8. On the »morning of 24 December orders were received to place three P ath-
finder teams on TD with the 50th Wing, IX TCC. Col. Joel L. Crouch and the under-
signed accompanied these teams to.j‘@th Wing Headquarters and arranged for their

eommitment with the wing A-3. APES team from each Airborne Division was semt om

this mission. o teams were committed and persomnel returned to this base on 8

Ty 45 upon being released by Headquarters, First AAA. During the period 22

45 and preparations were made to return persommel to their home stations. .NWeather

, 9. "Avv"cb.'mﬁlete report on the Bastogne ‘drop> and resupply is enclosed. (See

Enclosure #2) (rec deceericit DPretg ,05507 ' _ ’ :
10. Commanding Officer, IX TCC Pathfinder Group i-equested that two teams (2

officers, 18 men) from each Pivision be retained at this base in the event & sit-

uation demanding use of Pathfinders on the western front occurred. This request was o

forwarded-to 10lst Airborne Division and approved by TWX on 10 Jamuary 45. A sim-
ilier request to 82nd Airborne Division has not been answered as of this date.

. The personnel (2 officers, 18 men) are still at this base.

11, Major perey and Lieutenant Bales returned to the U.K. on 10 Jamuary 45 wits |

IR and DADF (MC-619) equipment. This equipment had been assigned to the Chief Sig-
nal Officer, Com Zone, Paris, France. In order to begin immediate training with

this equiprment a telephone request that the equipment be diverted to this base was
mede to the G-4 Section, First AAA. This request was approved and Major Derey and
the undersigned procured the equipment from ATC and moved it to this station on 13

January 45,

12, a. A production schedule for the forthcoming IR and MC-619 (DADF) is en-

: : arped that many of the menm were poor-
1y equipped due to the fact that clothing requisition covering losses » Wear, etc.,
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closed. (See emcl. #5) All items -Yisted in the first paragraph of this letter
(Memorandum from Mr. Gould, 0.S,R.D. to General Borden dated 6 Jan 45) are at
this station. o — R L

b. Following equipment will nut be needed for training:

il 250 type F Metascopes

18 Tuning Meters for tuning MC-619
. 20 IR Beacons, Airborne M-1

6, Request that shipping instructions be furnished so that this equipment.

\z,”ucan be turned over to the Signal Officer XVIII Corps (Airborne) for issue to using
unitSO' : s : ‘

d. Inasmuch as this equipment will be routed to the Chief Signal Officer
Com Zone, Paris, France as fast as it is produced it is deemed advisable that -4

or the Corps Signal Officer make arrangements for receiving this equipment upon
~arrival by contacting the office of the Chief Signal Officer, Com Zone, Paris,f

France. - , v v _ i D
e. It 18 further suggested that steps be taken to secure Air Transport

priorities for this equipment in order to put it into use as soon after it is man-
ufactured as possible. : = ' . ' '

13. a. Close liaison has been kept between the 0.S.R.D. branch of the Ameri-
can Embassy and this office. Arrangements have been made to furnish guch Air
Transportation as mey -be needed by members of Q{8.,R.D. engaged upon official bus-
iness.in this theater. This was done as an effort to repay 0.S.R.D. for the help
and cooperation in procuring the IR and MC-619. Col Joel L. Crouch was very coop-
erative and made this gesture possible by furnishing necessary aircraft and fly-

‘ing persomnel.

b. Visits have been made to ABTC Detachment and Colonel Honeycutt‘bas been

'kept-informed,ef the situation and training program being carried on by this unit.
He expects to take this information back to Airborne units training in the U. S,

, 14. Following a tecommendation made by Col. Joél L, Crouéh, one hundred air-
craft loads of resupply was procurred from the 490th Q.M. and stored at this base.
Thies resupply is packaged and bundled for aerial delivery and will be availeble to

any unit of IVIII Corps (Airborme) upon request. A list of such supplies is attached. |
(See Encl f4) | | | SR |

15. Lesson sheets are being prepared on the MC-619 from the TM brought back
by Major Derey. Sufficient copiés for distributition to students were not avail-~
able so a stencid was cut and the TM will be reproduced in suffieient copies to
allow distributition to each student who attends future courses. An originial copy

~1s attached for your files. (See Encl #5)

16. Prior to ihéapresent}campaign plans were being made to train Pathfinder

teams from an Airborne Combat Team which was then attached to XVIII Corps Airborne.

A

Preparations are being made to receive a maximum of two hiindred students from this
combat team or any other unit tHat may be attached to XVIII Corps (Airborne) '
in the near future. It is requested that at least one weeks notice be given prior
to arrival of students to allow requisitions feor rations, fuel,. etc., to be made.

17. In the event new students are to be trained it is requested that they

$

i
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furnish at leéast ome truck, 2% ton per on@hundzed students to provide tramsportation
during the training period. Inasmuch as this group is a provisional one it doewm
not have adequate transportation facilities to prov1de transportatlon for Airborne
‘units stationed on this base. o L

18. U}@n return te the continent both Airborne Divisions were issued onepom~
plete set of equipment for marking DZ's and/or LZ's. This equipment may be used if
a resupply by air is needed. 'This equipment should be returned to this base after
a period of two to three weeks for recalibration and check. This will be taken .
care of by the Group Radar Ufficer. No arrangements by your. headquarters will be
necessary inasmuch as a new set of equipment will be delivered and the old equlp—
ment pieked up. , . _ .

19. On 10 December 44 Dr. Charles E. Waring, 0.S.R.D. returned to the Uhited
States to assist Lt. Bales and Major Derey with procurement. He also initiated
research work on a project for marking DZ's and LZs with infra-red lights, Verbal
reports received from Major Derey indicate that a satisfactory beacon has been de-
signed and is receiving tests in the United States. Your headquarters will be kept
informed of the progress made along these lines. ! .

20, Further tests have been run at this base on the method mentioned in last
months?. repert~ viz: Using two beacons set up behind the lines with the D2 at
the third peint of a triangle. Resulis proved very satisfactory. ' Arrangements
are being made to demonstrate this equipment to the Commanding Gemeral, IX Troop
Carrier Command. A full powered model of the radar equipment ig under construct-
ion by Mr. A. Eicher, British Branch Radiation Laboratory. /A lower powered set was
used for preleminary tests. Mr. Eicher is preparing a detailed report covering
the method and a copy of this report will be forwarded as soon as it is completed..
Attention is invited to the fact that perfection of this method will allow the first
serial of aircraft to drop without the aid of pre-dropped Pathfinders thereby main--
taining security for a greater length of time. If this method is adopted it is
‘planned to drop Airborne Pathfinders with the first serial of aircraft to give
following serials the benefit of additional Pathfinder aids.

21. A copy of Technical Instructions on Beacon, Airborne, ML with Metascope

Type US/F is enclosed for your. information. (See Encl #6) Lmé,ﬂ,. Vi 2| BS54 [z 2y~ «JB

2. It is reccomended that two qualified communications men from each Birborne
Division be placed on TD with this unit immedlately ‘in order that they may be train-
ed to maintain beacons within the Division. If it is impracticable to relieve
qualified technicians at this time it is suggested that reinforcements be secured
from any available sources inesmuch as this requipes technical skill and a know-
ledge of radio repair work. These men meed not be qualified parachutists or” men with
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combat experience. It is expected that once trained these men would be assigned to
the maintenance: Section of' the Division Signal Company.

: . FRANK L. BROWK
Captain, Inf (Prcht)
Corps Pathfmder Officer

/ Encl #1 Lesson sheets, Pathfinder Course ~wws-tesf
v@( . Encl #2 Bastogne Report, Operation "Nuts®, eeeD 75““’°“U5g,""\
- Encl #5 Production Schedule for IR & DADF Bquip(eti.fud /
Mle | _ Ltr. to General Borden from Mr, Gould 0.8.R.D. A
. / Encl #4 Packed Parachute Delivery Supplies at AAF 4651(
Encl #5 TB 11-285 Homing Modification Kit MC~619(me. U4'&d
\ Encl # T1 Beacon A/B M-l with Metascepe US/F (Sec UG 62\GES

\ N
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Distributitions
1 - Commanding Genersl XVIII Corps (Airborne)
1 - Commanding Officer IX TCC Pathfinder Group (Prov)
1 - File Cepy

M3 -
. ¢ Inclosures wld ;1 agted o
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UBTECT: Packed Parachute Delivery Bunlies at AAF b6y

™
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- -

’

ferewtth list of sunnlies, packed for nersmchute delivery, whieh
uave besn shivoed te Cholgreve, AAF 465, to the 194 Troop Cerrier T athfinder
o, ' ‘
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‘To:  Brig. Gen. W. A. Borden, Hew Developments Division, War Department

BNl #H3 TNG, PaoGrEss Recory

TO1 G ove

Jenuary 6, 1945 -

Prom: Wendell 0. Gould, Office of Scientific Research and Development

Major 6. H. Derey and Lt. Robert Bales haye successflly mpl-eﬁteﬁ S
their mission and are retarning to the ETO with the following equipment:

4) 250 Type P Metascopes - (There are 163 Type F Uetascopes = f
‘ overseas with the First Airborne
&rmy at present.)

b) 24 Infra Red Beacons, Airborne M-l less battery scid -

¢) 30 Flashlight Adapters M-37h end Infra Red Pilters M-439

4) 2 Battery ohargers for Infra Red Beacon Batteries

®) 5 Modiffcation Kits MC-619. (This unit consists of the

~ Direction Pinding loop for the 8CR-536 and the

Becessary attachments for the SCR-536.)

£) 2 Redio Beacon Transmitters AN/CRN-12, {This {8 the
nomsenclature for the new transmitter developed from
~the modified CRN-} which Major Derey brought with him
as & model. It is the radio beacon for the SCR-536

: Direction Finding Loop listed above as MC-619.)

g) 20 mggﬁatexa for 4he taning the Modifjcation Kit

< nc“ gs i o

Major Derey and I have obtained the following production schedule
for the balance of the requirements from the various proourement officers
involved, which is based on the best information attainable at this date,
Shipping instractions are required immediately, particularly for the
January production. S

a) Type F Uptascope - 1400 Jsnuary 1945 May, 1945

I 2400 February 1945 4000 June end each month
2500 March 1945 - thereafter until
6000 April 1945 - completion in

; , : . ‘ January 1946. B
Shipping welght packed 1.68 1bs esch. | |
Shipping volame packed .09 cu.ft. each. |

| EXTRA CePy W '
Iz 124 F/i@ @

“14 Tan ¥s, Ho.I¥ Tec PE 6 (PRoV) ’* |
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Distritution: :
Som. Gen. FARA - 2 ' C. 0. IX T.C. Pathfinder Group (Prov.) - l
C.G. XVIII Corps (Airborne) - 2 Miajor Derey, Lt. Bales = 2 "
OSRD, ﬁaﬁhmgtcm - 1 NDRC, TO - 1
OSRD, Lopdon (Dr. Waring) - 1 Dr. Bush -1

L
A

Jan. 6, 1945

-1 - 50 March 15, 1945
126 June 1, 1945

Shippi weight packed 122 1bs each
Shipping volume packed 3.3 cu ft each

“T1000 January 1945 4000 March 1945
‘ 2000 February 1945 970 April 1945

. Unpacked weight .25 1lbs each
Unpacked valmne .02 cu.ft. each

Estimated 3hlppmg weight packed .5 lbs each

Estimated shipping volume packed .03 cu. ft. each

Batte 1 n -8 Becember, 1944 (Eeady
for shipment now.)

ger for Infra Red Beag

Shipping weight packed 109 1bs each
Shipping volume packed 4.3 cu. ft. each

193 ~ 1000 January 1945
3000 February 1945
4000 March 1945

Unpacked weight 9.3 lbs each
Unpacked volume .57 cu. ft. each -

Estimated Shipping weight packed 18 1lbe each
Estimated shipping volume packed . 75 lbs each

e ey 191 50 Mareh 1945
50 . Eebruary 1945 48 April 1945

Unpacked weight 37 1lbs each » , ‘ , S
Unpacked volume l.2.5 cu. Tt. each o

Estimated shipping weight packed 60 1bs each
Estimated shipping volume packed 1.25 cu.ft. each

This requirement is filled in the equipment being
taken by Eﬁajer Berey today

Dean Moreland - 1




