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HEADGUARTERS, XVIII CORPS ( ATRBORNE)
Office of the Commanding General

353 (8) G=3 AP0 109, U,S. Arhg-2
9 November 1944 | aom |

Subject: Pathfinder Training.

To ¢ Commanding CGeneral, 10lst Airborne Division, APO 472, U.S.

\

1. Reference to letter, this headquarters, subject: "Organiza

necessary ordersg be issued by your headquarters to place the persgonnel of
the division requiring Pathfinder Training on temporary duty at the Path-

finder Group (Provisional), Chelgrove Field, England.

2. 1t ig desired that the pergonnel report for duty for a two -

three woek period commencing on or ebout 14 November 1944,

8, The Pathfinder Officer, 10lgt Airborne Divieion will report to
Headquarterg, 101lst Alrborne Divi@ion to assiet in movement of personnel

to the Pathfinder School. Upon receipt by this headquarters of departure
field, time of departure, and number of aircraft required necessary planes

will Dbe provided by this headquarters as required.

4., Necegsary ingtructiong for the return of this personnel to their

regpective units will be lssued %o your headquarters upon completion of

their treining.
By command of Major General RIDGWAY;

EEEBERT L. NELSOW,
Lt Colonel, A.G.D.,
Adjutant General,

DECLASSIFIED,
POD DIR 5200, 9
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sAuth: CG XVITI:
H Corps | AR <
TEADQUARTERS, XVIII CORP» ( AIRBORNE) Tnitial: 27 ;’%'g —
Office of the Commanding General 'Dwte';47 Gt |44 o
353 (0-5) | 20 100, .5 AT
' 27 October 1944 i N
» R

Subject: Organization and Training of Pathfinder Troops.

POM
STATUS
To:- Commanding Generals: : —
17th Airborne Division, AP0 452, U.s. Army : € CLERK] =
82d Airborne Division, APO 469, U.S. Army ’ FILE L

101lst Airborne Division,'APO 472, U.3. Army

1. One (l) officer in each airborne division will be designated DlVlslon
Pathfinder Officer. This officer, with one (1) enlisted assistant, will
placed on vemporary duty by this headquarters with IX TCC Patﬂflnder Grouo
(Prov), APO 133, U.s, Army, and will report to Captain Brown, Pathfinder Officer
XVIII Corps (Alrborne) Names of recommended officer and enllqtea assistant
will be submitted to this headquarters without delay. ‘

2, It will be the duty of the Division Pathfinder Officer to supervise
pathfinder training and coordinate tie employment of all pathfinder teams within
the division, In the event of a combat operation the Division Pathfinder
Officer and his enlisted assistent will jump as Patnflndefs normally on the
DZ assigned to Division Headquarters.

3. Patafinder teams w111 be maintained within each airborne division on -
the basis of one (1) team consisting of one (1) officer and nine (9) men per
Parachute Infantry Battalion.

4, The senior officer assigned to do duty as a Pathfinder in cach Poro~
chute Infantry Regiment will Dbe designated Regimental Pathfinder Officer. It
will be the duty of tais officer to supervise tae training of Pathfinders
within tie regiment to which he is aseigned and to coordinate with tic Division
Pathfinder Officer concerning training and employment of Pathfinders.

5, Officers and enlisted men designated as Pathfinders in each division
will receive o minimum of two (2) weeks specialized training at IX TCC Path-
finder School Upon complotion of such training they will return to their
parent orgenizations. They will be kept availahle for such further patafinder
training or missions as tnis headquarters may direct and will be employcd as
Pathfinders when partlclpﬂtlné in practice and combat jumps requiring use of
such personnel,

6., Zoch airborne division will furnish this headquarters with on cstimate
saowing the number of men requiring Pathfinder Training to bring required
number of Pathfinder Teams within the division up to full strength.

7. Careful consideration will be given to the solvctlon of personncl who
are to comprise Pathfinder Teams, Bach man must be intelligent, couragcous
and mus?® possess a high degree of initintive, C

By command of Major General RIDGWAY;
B entie WA 75 s

HERSTRT L. NILIOT,
Lt. Coloncl, AGD,

DISTRIBUT ION Adjutant General,

"B" (Items. 2 375,11 only) Plus
Information gopies tQ° ‘o »

CG X TCO APO 183 U 5. Army :
co, IX TGCC Pathfinder Group (Prov), APO 133 U.s. Army.

DECLASSIFIED.
DOD DIR 5200, 9




Eﬁwwmms, XVIII CORPS (AIRBORNE)
Office of the iAsst Chief of Staff, G-3

APQ 199, 'ﬁ;S. my
21 August 1944

MEMORANDUM:
70 : Ghief of Staff,

PATHFINDER TRAINING (ATRBORNE)

1. A_id@!

a, The alds which are now employed in marking drop or
landing zones are of two (2) varieties:

(1) Lights, panels and smoke,
(a) Eurekas,

b. In addition a raé&a beacon for use with the aireraft
radio compass is being tested.

2, Operation end maintenance of Alds:

a. A ressonably intelligent soldier can be tsught the
- operating prineiplus of this equipment in a matter of baars,

b. No repairs can be made in the field other tﬁam the
tightening of connections, ete.,, hence extensive teehniecal traiau
ing in meintenance and repeir beosuses exiraneous,

¢. A leecture should be given upon the necessity of select-
ing favoraeble terrsin for the plaecing of aids, 4n inspection
should be mede after each practice drop to insure that these in-
structions are thoroughly understood and followed, :

3. Ground Training for Personnel ~ Initially personnel shﬁuld
be trained in the in 1v1&uai dutles of each member of the Pathe
Pinder Team. Next, exercises in establishing the tesm on the
ground should be held during daylight hours, followed by thorough
training in establishing the team during darkness., 3ufficient
number of drops should be held under simulated combat conditions

to insure that esch team is thoroughly competent to execute a
eambat mission.

_DECLASSIPIED,
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8, Pathfinder Teams should be trained under division
control; after completion of training teams should return to
their orgenization and teke part in normal unlt training.

~ Dba ﬁﬁéﬁmaﬁaﬁiﬁhﬁz.effiss@ in charge of division pathe
finder teams should be member of Division G-3 Section and when
nakt?ngagad;in pathfinder sctivity perform duties in the G-3
geotion, o N - '

| ¢. All pathfinder teams should be aveilable, on eall,
for training in division aids snd developments and refresheér
courses, T, : : ‘ _

4, Teams should be formed under control of Offiger in
charge of Division Pathfinder’s at least one {1) week prior to
an ap@r&tienfrgwanﬁﬁﬁaaary‘hxiafing; orgarization, equipping,

and speeial tyeining,

-1 'ﬁﬁfﬁﬁé xréining period n@#mally'faur {4) drops under |
simﬁigtea comba% conditions are sufficlent for the training of ‘
each team, AL , - ' .

, r; @%&yﬁa%&}tiﬁia&ng of each team can be accomplished
in & two (a)yﬁeek.gggi@d, weather permitting.

Lt. Gﬁé.% GeBalay
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