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The following statements were made by Pathfinder Officer, Capt.
Frank Brewn, XVIII Corps, lst Allied Airborne ﬁfmyi

The bapis for organiszation i one pathfinder stick for emch para-
cimte infantry battaliem, go far we have found that to be enough, Hine
enlisted men and ene officer from each batislion, These men are
selected by wnits and sent to the Group Pathfinder Schoeol, These men,
after the iniidal school perlod report bsck to wnits and stay wntil
about ome week before the operation, '

P

They are tavght the nomenclature and operation of CRE-4, the ?’am
Rebecen Fureka, and dhe Bups Bescon. The whole thing generelly takes
about two ?é‘mks. If you spend more then twe houts a day Nehe mon get
bored and fed up with it. Training mevmel fwrnished to each man, Two
hours e day for cofe - 16 to 20 hours of code is enough to tesch esch

wan the complete Horse Code, that is all he ever has to know, ne grea®
cmﬁa spead necessary.

¥e prefer men vhe have had previcus sigual treining, they leamn
nore readily,

(nee & man bes become Tamiliar with the various ;;iewess 5 iighbing,
panels, smeke, ete., he then goes to work with the Air Corps. (4bout
a week is necessary for the tyraining period providimg you have good
weather - the men go out zs teans,)

xai’t&r that the various divisions usuelly eseign tesms of one dive
jsion to one squadiron oporations officer and the men go oubt and set up
their eguirment in the fiecld and drop dummies on it. After thet drops
aré plotted on the mep., Pllots and pathfinders get together and see
vhy the dwmies didn't come down where they were saxpmsm to, This
gives proctice in figwring wind drift, weather and e e ent relative
w the position they expeet Yo drop on,

During un afternoon's training, we have three airerafi dvopping =~-
one earge chute delivery and two norve for equipment.

hnother phase of joint training is to set up the equipment at 2

~spet which the pilot don't know azbout at ell and then the pilets come over

using two aids, Radar and Radio,
For the first week or two weeks, the pilots are getting a whole

lot more training than the nen sre, A4fter the pathfinders become
ii‘amliar with placing the eoulpment; we try to give them three actual
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The senior airborne officer who ig going to the DZ ususlly givee
the semior pathfinder officer going to that DZ that inforwation. (Geol.
Delavre asked & guestion relative to who determines the flight lime and
whether the Alr &arﬁg;s expect the pethfinders to allow for wind drift,
ste,) If the wind changes, i% is our respensibility to so place the
nids on the ground to get them in there, Hemovandum specifically states
that the Alr Corps must be prepared %o drop im the event that the Patls
finders are neubralized, The responsibility for:delivery of troops
is the responsibdlity of the Troop Gervier., There is no way for a
Aroop carrier Yo know wkich way o wind speed will be two hundred miles
away within the times it takes to go uhat distance the wind can easily
change. Iun other words, when you decide on the gm where they are
to go you elso decide it for the Troop Cervier, p mear puages
the field, I s6 place the aids on the DZ 4mt the %r 3 will ﬁmp whem
the senior airborne cormander desires they are to be émppeé 0Op
Carrier sceeple responsibility for acts of our pemml. :

4fter the wen have received treining on the ground setting up %ha
scuipnent and sre familier with 4%, they bave three drops, day light,
using the same typé aids as deay-light drop eguipment, Gusk drop and
after thet e night dvep, Somebimes they have ps many as five Yo aix
dreps while they are set up because we sllew them to rum their own
training end planning schedules., They vee good commen horse-sense about
the jumping and we have bad only two men izajumﬁ over & peried of & year
of w’&in:mg Jumpe.

The 828 Division has made 1t a policy %o atbach one M. C. wan te
each of their sticks, firvst zo s pathfinder and second & medicel man,
He carrice side arms end symunition and everything else when he goes in
but as far a8 the men are concerned he is a m,e. nan and it iz goed fop
thelr morele. '

No spare personnel allowed for m&a@lﬁi@a in izrsining

48 far as Jumping equipment is concerned, out of a l&m@m gtick you
have an officer who doesn't jump enything except his combat load omd 536
‘radio if he wants commmmieation with other officers in the tlree sticks.
Behind your team leader you jump your two CENe4s because they are the
two bulkiest pieees of equipment, it takes two men to sebt them wup ususlly.
(ne CHil-4 is junped for a epare and is not set up, Your officer jump~
master helps %sham set up the plece of equipment,

In Hormandy when we used the Bups Bescon the jump-master jumped ib
himeelf in e leg bag. The whole thing welghe shout 70 lbs.

Ko, 4 and 9 nen jump Ywo Turelasz,
loe 6, 7, %, and 9 carry ligbts or panels ée;,ending on whether it

is a day or nlg h:%s drop, HMight drop they jump Halifene lighte in convas
bage under the reserve chute {this is for the purpose of better balanee).




The last man is the HCO in chargs of visual signals on ‘isha gronnd .
He jumps the same equipment as the other wen. Tou need seven lig’ia%
whick nesessitates three men dropping with two lights, We rede it & pﬂlw
iey to let ench man jump two ench so you have e tolal of eight lig%&
case of one plece being bwoken you have a spaz‘e.

Spare batteries and smoke are cm'rieé in a door bundle, You uwswally
take %hws cages of smoke. If you pack the boxes one Qﬁ top of %m
other and wrap with canvas you can usually pack in 30 - 32 grenad
instessd ui 25, The smoke and butleries for the initial stmp gre mim
by the men, Extre equipnent is jumped in a door tundle and iz pushed
oub on the gyeen iight, You can vecover the latter at any time. The
door tundile is dropped with t&m pathfinder stick,

On the growd you set up a "IY of lights with Yurekas paai%i@n head
of the T. Cross bar of "% is the go point,

¥e never vejoin the wnite indtially. We go to diviaien &a%ﬁqmﬁ%@m,
tne officer iz responsible for pathfinder work in the ﬁiviﬁi@n. In the
828 1%t wes the -3« You go e Lhe division and repord your stotus, The
informablion i8 giver to a@ﬂr because you have men from a 1@% off different
widte, 4f%er you bave done that, they smsign a;neﬁhar nission te you, -
wsually for re-supply. Re-supply schedule is uswally gquite long and
there are o lot of é&%s and times and &%rything else to learn.s It io
fmlg simple to memorige the time for initial dreps or for glider land-
ings bt when you start trying %o memorize them for pathfinder éwrﬁ
smé glider landings feor a week's re-supply, you uswmally get scmwe of them
mized up, You ge o the 4ssistant Cosmander and he gives you ‘(’sha,% iﬁfwn
mation ov he sends yeu G0 the Ged and they give you thet infeorsetion

 Peams sometimes are used for recovering supplies. One the cquipe
ment is set up, all you actually nesd is one men to heep the smoke
grenades, The men just went %o work recovering supplies.

Hoe 6, 7, H, and 9 have lighte: The light has a 25-feot enbension
cord and the ligh% battery has a telegraph key seo it can be coded, He
goes gway fPom the box, The tail light is the only one coded for identi-
fiention purpeses; and iz eoded with the letters designating y@a&' &m
gone, In the daytime you use colereé letter on the dnm
panels, ALl of the inbruments ave coded '&i%h the sm emie ls%t@ﬁ that
designates your drop mg

Halifene light is lssued Wy the British, has a b&g wooden tripod, )
Hie took the tripods from XC-11 and used those to mount the lighte om, "-)o\hmﬂa
The lighte should have tm gmall bubbles™on the base of them, Liggh%
be ghielded 120° with only ome nalf of the light towsrd the directien
frem which the alrera®t will approach the zone,

A
{he Troop Carrier Commend provides you with theluait, can be seen
rwarh 15 milew for marking the drop mone or for re-supply.




, How are the L ghts used to mark glider landings? You move the ligiﬁz&
dowm the £ield so that the gliders don't brash into each other. You bring
in & certain mmbor snd them wove the lighis back, In the ﬁaﬁm@ you
have %o change landingetrips, The gliders cut loose over the crosse-bar,
The individual m&‘iﬁg in every case is éiffex*@n’t.

Relative time schedule of twming on ﬁ%w 3 devicess

Your Radey and Wi@ equipment is tumed on j‘aﬁ‘% A% 800R &5 You CaX
seb 1% up on the ground, The K urekas (45 soon es he hits the dirt), the
#2 man seouts avound end fintle the best pieces of ground for the head of
the 4T, After the equipment is set up F1 man c@&es it and #2 furnishes
semri‘bsf for the opevator and the sel.

}ériefmg;

48 soon as %m division field order is published, we take it end
brief the men on the division missions &5 a whole so they know what the
migsieon of th% group thet dreps on that partieuler DI is. ﬁwm they
study the mep of the drop mene iteelf, ¥e have been making each men
draw sketches to get him twtelly femiliar with the DZ and vicmw»

the main w %o tell vhether you ave in the right place or mﬁs ig
& system that is used between the pilot end jump nmaster, The tor
makes the jump master & etrip map and picks out check points m«z i:nzﬁe;
of them are going to use, He pubts down the time thpt the airvoralt sheuld
arrive there, he may bo off & minube ut it will give o good chedk., You
cheek all the way in., Both the Jump mester and the next two men behind
him ean see out on the ground end see the strip map on the aiveraft. The
pilot gives you a bail-out bell, s ved light and a green light, all at
the some time in chse you have to g@t wﬁ of the airersft and ;.ighmn the
1@%@1 (Ususlly in case %hﬁs plme .’Lﬁ badly shot up,) ¥hen you get on the
rround e : and remember what you were told
g;ﬁa* security &n ease of aa;z‘%m*eu If you %m been eble to follow check
points all eleng the course and get & mma% gignel fo go and you can't
orient mr%lf ime&ia%ly on the grognd, you go ahead and put your
lights in snyway mmmmsg you have been ém;a;xeé in the correct ﬁ%p@i‘u

We h&m never had any gliders miss o drop gone. Unce m get &
grovap of sirplenee within four miles - two mﬁes away, unless it is
absolutely socked in they ean pick up LZ's. We dropped on &, 2/4 of &
mile off the drep zone in one case, We were being fired on before we

hed the earth, went ahead end seﬁ wp ﬁze 1ig§ms which were shot,ouby

only bed omo 1ight 1eft hub they brought thew in anywey.

Qur contentien iz thet a redio aié within z half mile or & mile of
th@ mﬁm¢ é‘mp aone czmmmg & erafp Log ‘i; o E@ 8 1@% b%tar m nothing




He wore dropred a little short and south of the drop some, The
pllots flew on over the Fureks troops and éropped cleser to the D& Yeu
could use tlming for this, Figure the time you arve supposed Yo drop
and if you bave decided its in the wromg plsce, pllote cen say 1% showld .
be about there and can go on about a minute or two minutes further, It
ie up to the Group Commander as to where he will drop his troops.

fHow long abesd did the pathfinders go int From an hour to 45 min-
utes, You have to pick a place for the lights where they can be seen.

Twenty to thirty minubes in France, You on the lights when
you heer the aireraft, Fot more than five mimutes prior to the bime
the drop is scheduled, You gauge by bearing the airoveft, Youwr Jead
aireraft and deputy lesder has Rebecea equipment and tell when he
is anywhere fyom wme bo two miles awey {rom the drop some. It is very
hard for froops on ground o tell the distance. You can tell when Ghe
Fureks sterts brigsering tut thet may happen from 15 to 20 miles awnys

Set up CHN-4 ené Bwreks simultaneously. Chlled is not so eritienl,
The main thing is Yo get the two pleces of souipment up so the pilots
begin to receive you and know you ave on the ground, The Bureka is %7+
more important than the visusl sigrals. After lsying dowm the panel,
in daylight the men push oub a3 security positione arownd the Eureks and
CR~4s They corry Thompson Submechdne Guns, Hel, and pletols,

Ho, &, 7, %, 9, and 10 mon have grenade launchers on their rifles, -
toes The whole oulfit ean fight except your code man, ¥e bave never )
carvied Bazookas,

“hat can you do if you get norml sigpals and ave not suve you are
on DE? The enly thing you can de if' yeu are not sure is set up equip-
neat anywey and hope the Troup Carrier will bave a time end place check
and disregerd you, '

“hen we landed in Holland ome of our sireraft was shobt down and the
Eureks captured., That Bureka wes set up on the right frequency te heve
To-supply and men dropped but wes on a point three to alx miles VY
from where expected, The Bureks wasn't coded so the plleots disregarded
it, -emt on %o the right drop wzone,

I way bave the wrong attitude ut I have talked so much with the
pilote and saviygetors and they have dropped us soc close that I always
take 1t for granted ] sm going to be dvepped in the right place,

“he use of & radic would not be worth its weight and would further
vielate your security., (Col, Eliis asked & quesiion relative to the

value of volce communication,)




Bastogne: Twenty men went in with the psibfinder equirnent after
the wnit was completely eut off, The gliders came in et dusk that
night, were used to teke in communicatiens equipment, suvgeons and
medical suppilen, Eight hundred aireref’t or supply and fifty glidevs
weve carried inte Hastomme end 32 adveraft dropped eff the IE. Lesb
mearly bhat meny shot domn,

..... 5

Eoud pmente

The range on the Furcka should rm up to 50 miles, By using
& British mast they can get £0 « 90 -~ 100 wmike, ’ o

. Definite requirement for containers for carrying jumping equip-
mont which can be carried on the ground, The Bups Beacon up &t HeI.T.
weighs 70 1bs, snd cen be broken down o that the tatbery cen be teken
away from the set, gives the batbery weight of sbout 25 lbs. If yeu
can dewise a lef bag in which the latbtery can be Jumped, you will have

definitely helped us,

. Bupx A4P5-10 - Bencon designed %o be ﬁreeaé a8 a paratroop beseons
Production schedule - 50 by lsb of April, July 875 ‘

Sescon designed for drop genes in combination with APS-10 will show
g blip Prom the beacon so you have s definite helping pointe. :

%E” hriine %mg Avistion Laoborstory & HI.T, » (?ﬁm Elioet 3311 o
Extension 1651) will either send the bescon iteelf or send @ mock-up that
jo the sume size and weighl, :

Fron the time you hit the growsd you use the Halifane, hs Dureka
and CHl-4. Do you have sny recommendations as nodificaticys in those?
The Bureke would be better with longer range. ‘

Reoonmend sualler and lighter bage plate for 8lm

_ What o you feel sbout giving pathfinders an additional weapon? I
think they shoulé heve them, I would teke ebout 5 Thompson Submachine
gans anc 5 U-18, o

sntenna of CRN-4 is mounted in & ball and socket joint om %op of
the set Litself. If you ean build ue an snbenna that can be put up faster,
be more vigid and be & single plece of eguipment without guye you will
“ have helped um,

¥ould you recommend any chenges in Halifsne lights bused on the fact
thet we will soon get these otber lighto? Hoe

This B9 infrered bemcon, I believe, is the answer to dropring et
pighte Theve is a definite requirement %@? a viewer in the sirervaft.
Deptfi perception iz very poor, »




When & f&@lé m@r ia putaliahe& for a pmeﬁma @p@mtm or for

a contat &mmﬁa@; 1t lays down the color of amcke, ligk‘ts, ete,

Pathfinders go back to is‘h& unit after they have finished
and from time to bime ﬁmy cone ba@k for tminﬁ.z:g*

arried into com! Hen carry no gas masks op
Sars a ifar an. meh wide and three inches long ecyoss
the back of Wis comouflaged steel helmet, The officers identifying

"‘ﬁ.ﬁlﬁ% gagg; oo

bar is the same slze Miwagmﬁam,

428 Divisien hes made ex

ngive use of marking with luminous tapes




