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CONFIDENTIA L

HISTORY _OF. THE g OPER_ATION“-, o

The "Th" Operation is the name by‘whlch the March 1944 attack
against the XIV COLPS perimeter was known to the enemy, The canm—
paign was initiated by the assembling of the éth Infantry Division
and elements of the 17th Infantry Div131on, commencing about the
middle of February 1944, The canpeisn -ended with the retreat of
the defeated remnants of the forece to thezr former defense areas
durlng the first Part of April.

Units involved in the Oweration and Estiwated Strengsths

The Jrlnc1palxumits partlclpatln" in the attack aﬂa;xmhfbhe«XIV
COLPS perimeter were elements from the following orpanlzatlons. The
strengths given wa's that estimeted present, : '

OrganlzatiOn : Estimated Strength
6th Infantry Division B 7,800
13th Infantry Regiment 1,700
23rd Infantry Regiment 2,800
4L5th Infantry Regiment 3,300
17th Infantry Division = 1,400 -
53rd Infantry Regiment - “LOO '
8lst Infantry Regiment 1,000
Total estimated strenﬁth of Principal Infantry Units 9,200

The principal supoorting units for the operatlon were elenents
of the follow1ng organlzatlons:

Organization , , ’ Estiusted Strensth
6th Infantry Division : 33600
‘6th Field irtillery Regiment 1,700 o
- 6th Engineer Reginent : 600
6th Transport Regiment 500 -
6th lMedical Unit LOO
6th Division Signal Unit ... 100
6th Division Ordnance Unit 100
4th Field Hospital Y 200
Non D1v151onal Units Attached . 2,600
Lth Medium Artillery. Regiment L00 :
10th Ind Mtn irtillery Regiment 300
3rd Infantry lortar Battalion 500
lst Ind Machine Cznnon Company 150
. 23rd Machine Cannon Corpany 150
31lst Machine Cannon Company 150
19th Ind Engineer Regiment . 200
'2nd Field Hospital ~100
39th Fd Road Construction Unit 50
Lth Garrison Unit : 600

.

Total estimated strength of SupJo”tlng Units - 6,200

Total estime ted ‘strength of all Units partlclpatlng 15,400
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Movenent of Units to the TOROKINA‘AREA

Gencral Plan of Assemblv

The projected pl?ﬂ of opbratlonu called for the assembly of the at=
tacking -force into four major comyoncnts. These. grouprients were calle
ed: the IWASA BUTAI, the MAGATA BUTAI, the MUDA BUTAI, and the ARTZ.*
ILLERY GROUP, The pr1n01pal elements of each of these groupments are

'llsted below w1th thclr estlnated strengths. o

IWASA BUTAL - . ) o Estimated Strength
. 13th Infantry Reglmcnti T . 500
2nd Battalion -« . - - 500 o ,
23rd Infantry Reglnent L .. 7250 2,750
lst Battalion -7~ % - S 500 o
2nd Battalion R . 1000
3rd Battalion - o - 1000 .
3rd Infantry lortar Battallon » : . 150
. 2nd. Company . 150
6th Field Artillery chlncnt S 100 500
1lst Battery : o 200 -
2nd Battery o - - 200
6th Engineer Regiment / o 100 250
2nd Com)any (less 1 Plat) o 150. ;
Total cstlmated strcn&th of thc TWAaSA BUTnI . _ : 4000
MAGATA BULAI e " _ Estimated Strength
h5th Infantry %»blnent , ' - .250 3300
lst Battaliom. . . _ 1050 :
2nd Battalion (1eou &th Comgdny) . 950 "
3rd Battalion (less 1lth plus 8th Co) 1050 o
3rd Infantry Mortar Butbailon , ’ ’ 50 - 350
lst Compdany v : - 1500
- *3rd Company ’ 1350 : : _
10th Independent Mountaln Artlllcry Reglmpnt 100 300 T e
: lst Battery ‘ - 200 ' -
6th Engineer Reginment - 100
3rd Company (less 2 Platoons) : 100
31st Indspendent liachine Cannon Company . G350 150
2nd Field dospltal (less 1/2) o mlOO 100
Total " estlnmted strength of the MAGATA BUTAI , LLOO
MUDA BUTAI . S o ’ . Estimated Strength o
13th Infantry Regiment - . .~ 100 . 1200
~ 1st Battalion T © 500
' 3rd Battalion " o : . 600 ‘
6th Engineer Reginent o ‘ IR 150
lst Company ' o - 150
Total estimated strength of the MUDA‘BUTAI . ; ‘ 1350-
ARTILLERY GWOUP . »,’v o - Eutlmated Strenyth
6th Field Artlll@ry Regiment - . 200 1200
1st Battalionn Headquartcrs : _ 100 -
3rd Battery T 516 {
3rd Battalion Headquarters E .. 110 -
7th Battery , : 160
- 8th Battery C : 160
9th Battery -~ 7 160
P ' o i
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2nd Ammunition Train L 80
3rd Ammunition Train ) 80
4th Medium Artillery Regiment .. . 3 _ o £
- lst Composite Battalion =~ . ° - .80 - 450
Independent 10cm How1tzer Platoon, 130 '
2nd Battery = ' ... 1200
-3rd Composite Batteny S - 120 : ,
1st Independent lMachine Cannon Conpany 150 - - 150
23rd Machine Cdnnon Company . ' T . 150 o 150 .
Total estimated strength of the ARTILLERY GROUP- - 1950
Total estihated strength of Principal Components. o 11,700

The general plan of asscmbly prescrlbed that thc IVIASA BUTAI
should occupy the area in the rear of HILL L1IL under the command
of Major General INASA, the Commandecr of the éth Division Infantry.
411 troops belonging to this force were scheduled to arrive on or
‘before February 26,

_ The MaGATA BUTALI was to assemble to the northwest of the peri- -
neter in the vieinity of Nth i WOUNTAlN above the junction of JuVA
CREEK and the L.lUlh RIVER. This force was to be under the command
of the commanding officer. of the 45th Infantry Regiment, Col, MaGATA.

To the east of the porimeter, the HUDA BUTAI under the command
of Col, JUDu, commanding offier of the lBth Infantry tegiment was to
asscnplc in the vicinity of PEKO..

Also the east of the perimeter in the v101n1ty of HILL 600, the
“RY GROUP was to gsscnulc under the command of Col, uulTO con~
mandor of the 6th Fleld nrtlllcry Regi ment,

b,~prproach arches of Maqor Couponents-

k';(l) 13th Infantry Replment

The 13th Infantry Hegiment was located in the Southern Sector

of BOUGAINVILLE prior to the opening of the operation, .
_ The 1lst Battalion had participatced in the attacks agaan&;the~
‘United States forces in the TOROKINA RIVER sector in November and
early December, Indications are thatthe. Battalion withdrew to NABOI
‘and vicinity, remeining attached to the KAWLNO DZTACHMENT until its
dissolution on the 26th of February, -At this time, it reverted to,
the command of Col. }UDi and became part of the MUDA BUT&I, It is
believed that this Battalion was assigned the nission of protecting
the left flank of the attacking forees and the supply line from
NaBOI to HILL 1111, as well as serving as the regimental reserve
unit for the LUDA BUTnI. During late February and early ilarch the
‘1st Company was stationed at N.BOI, the 2nd arnd 3rd Companies were
patrolling the area between the SAUA and TOROKINA RIVERS south of-
the EAST=IJEST Trall “and’ thé 4th Company: waS“probably int bhe—vmc—
inity of Battalion. Headquqrters at PEKO, - .

- - About the 1l5th of February, the 2nd Battalion was located in
the vicinity of the mouth. of the SaUi RIVER below PEKO, having mov-
ed up from the vieinity of MOSIGETTA earlier in the nouth. From

here, it is presumed that the Battalion advanced behind the 23rd
Infantry Reginent over the NEW THAIL te the IWASA BUTAL assembly,
area behind HILL 1111, It arrived at the assembly arca on or about
the 26th of February,

- It is known that the 3rd Battillon was statloncd ‘at MUGATI as
late as the lhth of January, By the lst of Mareh, .the Battalion had
travelled 2s far as HILL 150, and by bhe 7th it had ﬂdvanced to the
area 2500 yards northeast of HILL 608, Co

-
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(20 23rd Infantry Réginent ' ‘ o

The 23rd Infantry Yeplnunt was locqtfd in the Southern Sector
prior to the start of the "TA" operation. The regiment, less the 2nd
Battallon, had been the nain force in the Noverber-Dccember ‘attacks

“against the eastern front of thé Unlted States perlmeter. ‘The force
was known as the KAWLNO DmTuCHUENT under the command of Lt, Col. A
KAANO,  Commanding. Offler, 23rd Infantry Regiment, who relieved Col..
HAhnNOUE who was killed in action in the latter Hart of November,, In
addltlon to the ele"mnts of the 23rd Infantry, there was attached the i
1st Battalion fo st wvddesaony 13th Infantry Reglnent, the 2nd Core
pany, 45th Infantry Regiment, the lst and 2nd Batteries. of he first -
Battalion, 6th Field Artillery Regiment, &:1Ocm Howitzer Platoon, two -
unidentified oatterles of the 4th led:mm Artillery, -the 2nd and 3rd
Cony:anies of the’ Brd Infantry liortar Battalion the 2nd Comy: any of the -
bth Enginecr Reg iment, and-the 3rd Company of the 39th Field Road Con-
struction Unit, . hll uf the components of this force later dpprred in
the "Tn" onerat¢on. )
.fter the attacks were Yroken off im the early part of Decenber; ,
the fo;cc w1thurgw, and the 2;rd Infantry Corwaand ”ost was located in
the vicinity of HILL 150, Indlcdtlons are that the 7th Company, the ‘
only element present from the 2nd Battalion, and the lst Battalion, re-
mained in the same general area,
The 2rid Battalion was stationed at UUcuAIas late as the 10th of
' February and by the 24th had jroceeded to MAIKA. The 6th Comupany had
been detached on the 19th of Januury and attached to the KAWANO DET/iCH~
MENT, This com)any reached the SiUA ILIVER areaaout the 1st of Februnry,
and from the &th to the 25th of the month was employed in reconnoitering
HILLS 1111 and’ 700 and in the establishment of ammunition’and supply
dwips along the main route of advence, By the 3rd of March, the balance

- of the 2nd, Battullon had reached the appointed assembly area in the'vic—

inity of HILL 1111,

The 3rd Battalion returned to HUGUAL. following the cessation of
the parly Deceiaber operations, probably _fof thé purpose of re~equipping
and reorganizing the troops, - The Battalion was located at MUGUAI as late
as the 15th of February, and by the 24th of the month was in MAIKA., 1In
the following few days, this unit accomplished the journsy from MATKA
to the designated asscmuly area at HILL LLII, arriving about the lst of
Iarch, : :

(3) 4s5th Infahtry Reginent

‘ This was the strongest, oest trﬁlned and equlpped reglnent in the
MWLM operation, In August, Septenber, Octobcr, and again in the ecarly
part. of February, special. tr11n1ng was held in Jjungle warfare, s+ressing :
small unit tacties, Training in 1nf11trution methods, use of the comnaos,
and, night noveupnt was also given,

_ The A5th Regimental Headquarters was locat@d at hIETA from lay 19h3
until early February 1944 when it moved to NUMA NUMA in Sreparation for
the movement to the TOROKINA AREA., The 1st Battalion accoripanied the
Reginental Headquarters from KIETa to NUMi NUMa and from there procebded
directly inland over the NULa NUMA-TRAIL, reaching SHIOMAPAIA LUy the "-5th
of February, By the 12th of February, the advance coripany of- the lst
Battalion had reached and occupied NALPEL MOUNTAIN,

" The 2nd and 3rd Battalions dsscmhlcd at BUIN about the 1st of Febe .
ruary to participate in nmaneuvers in preparation for the progected carn-
paign, - Commanders down to squad leaders were. given instruction on the
terrain in the TOROKINA %REA by mcans of a terrain model of the perimeter
which showed all United Sta tes installations ‘including the airfields and
the road net, - Cofibined tralnlnp and maneuvers ended on the 12th of Feb~
ruary, iut the 2nd Battalion renained at ERVENTA to practice landing oper—
ations, Plans for the attack against the perimeter called for possible -
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sea’ borne invasion in the vieinity of the TOROKINA FIGHTLR STRIP, The
2nd Battalion at this time was less one company , as it had been attached
to the 3rd Battalion to replace the 1lth Gonpanywhich was on guard duty
at KIETA, The 1lth company, 45th Infantry Reginent was identified as
participaving in the TOROKINA attack of late November, Loss sustained
in this contact nay be the recason for its relegation to a guard-duty
assignment, On the 8th of larch, the 2nd Battalion left ERVENTA and.
marched via TAI TAI and MOSIGETTA to N&BOI where it arrived on the 19th.
of the uonth, From here to the assembly arca in the vieinity of BLUE
RIDGE required anothcr three days, Captured docuients as well as the...
time of arrival indiczte that this was the reserve Battalion of the 45th
Infantry Reginent. ’ , . v »

The 3rd Battalion completed training in the BUIN area about the 12th
of Februcry and returned overland to KIET4 oy the l4th, From here it
went to ARIGUA, arriving by the 2lst, The Battalion reached NUiia NUMA
by the 25th of February., It joined Reginental Headquarters and the <lst
Battalion which had preceded~ it from KILTA. Fron here, probably follow-
ing the lst Battalion, the 3rd Battalion marched inlend Sver the.NUMA.
NUMA TRAIL and arrived at NAMPEI MOUNTAIN shortly after the lst of March,

(4) 53rd Infantry Regivent

In February, the 3rd Battalion, 53rd Infantry Regiment was probably
stationed at TINPUTS in the Northern Sector of BOUGAINVILLE. Sometine
during the month, it left there and marched to NULa NUMA where it arrived
about the 25th of February. Here it joined forces with the lst and: 3rd
Battalions of the 45th Infantry Reginent and the 2nd Battalion of the
8lst Infantry Regiment and noved inland with then over the NUMLa NUMA
TRaILe At KaSUGA HOUNTAIN the Battalion was left behind by the 3rd
Battalion, 45th Infantry. It is thought to have remained in this vie-
inity until the middle of liarch when it moved up to participate in the ;
fighting after the 22nd of larch, o R

(5) 8lst Infantry Regiment

The Regiuental Headquartcrs of the 8lst Infantry was located at -
KUNAPOPO where it is believed to have remained during this operation,
The 2nd Battalion, 5lst Infantry Rogiment was stationed at PUTO, but
roved o KUNAPUPO during the month of Februsry., The Battalion left
here on the 12th of the wmonth and arrived in TINPUTS 1iISSION on the -
16th, From here it marched to NUlk NUili where it arrived sometime bee,
fore the end of the month, Joining forces with the 3rd Battalion, 45th
Infantry anc the 3rd Battalion, 53rd Infantry, the Battlion started ine
land with them about the 27th of February. When this Battalion reached
KASUGA LIOUNTAIN, it was left behind together with the 3rd Battalion, .
53rd Infantry, This Battalion prousbly stayed in this vieinity until
mid March when it moved up to participate in the_ action, o ,

The 3rd Battlion, 8lst Infantry was probably stationed in the vie-
inity of KUNAPOPO in February., This unit composed of Battalion Head—
quarters, 3rd Battalion Gun Unit, 3rd llachine Gun Company, probably the
10th Company and 12th Cempany, with the 6th Company attached, moved:
down the coust by way of rUTO, SuRINE PLuNTATION, and HAMUN to KURAIO
IISSIUN where it crrived by the 1st of March. By the 7th of March, the
force had arrived on the West Bank of the LaRUMA RIV.R, from which posi-
- tion it was to operate as a diversionary forece in conjuction with the

nain attack on the 8th of March, © . - =~ R :

(6) 6th Field jrtillery Remiment

The Regimental Headguarters and 3rd Battalion Headjuarters were
located at MiIKa during the month of FPebruary. The 2nd Battalion was
still on gw rd duty on FAURO ISL&ND, The Regimental Headquarters to- -
gether with 3rd Battalion Headquarters, the 6th, 7th and 8th Batteries,
. : AL . S el X T - . N - & S s .
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and the 2nd and 3rd Ammunition Trains, left MaIKA on foot on the lith
of February, Each firing battery carried two 75mm lountain Guns and
_two reserve weapons- for the Battalion were also taken, A totzl of
© 2100. rounds were transported td a supply durp east of HILL- 600 priof
to the arrival of the Regiment, The march was accomplished in ten
stages, the longest day's march being 19 km and the shortest 12 km,
The route was well plenned and the logistics were sound as the Regi-~
ment arrived at PEKO on the date planned, It is interesting to note
- that after leaving MOSIGETTA an inland trail was uscd over exceptions.
ally rugzed terraln, probably because the main supply route near the
" coast was being hit almost dally by artillery fire and bombings, Up-
on arrival at PEKO, the Regiment was divided into a provisional lst
Battalion, consisting of the 3rd and dth Batt>r1cs, which was presum=-
-ably stationed at MAW!WuYA during: beruxry, attached two guns and gun
crews to the WEST 'SECTOR GU:-RD UNIT, one at MiWARAKA and the other at
MOTUPENLA, The 2nd Bz ttcry also furnished one gun for the WEST SECTOR
GU..ED UNIT, sending it from BEKC to JiBA, The personnel in both bat~-
teries was replaced from reorgainizztion within the Battalion, The:
3rd Battery left MaVAlKA in time to be present at the assembly Area o
near PEKO on. the: 26th ‘of February when it was assigned to the pr9v1sf§n’
ional 1lst Battalion, During thé next few days reconnaissance of the
position areas was unductcd, and the batt rlcs moved up and were . 1n
position by the 8th of March, : :
, * The lst and 2nd Batteries were at PEKO during February belng an
element of the KaWalNO DETaCHiENT, These batteries left the PLEKO area
and marched to HILL 1111 where they were attached to the IWaSA JUTnI :
for the operation, effective the Z6th of Februaryu It is oellevea that
these two battcrlas had a total of four £uns, :
. ®

@)) Lth deulun 1rtlllerv Reylnent

‘The. 4th Mediun Art1llcry Reflnent was statloned at EHVENTn durlng
February, For the "Ti" Operutlun, the Regiment formed a”Composite lst

- Battalion, consisting of one 2 = 10cn Howitzer Platoon, a 2nd Battery

~of 2 - 1lhen HQW1tzers, and a Composite 3rd Battery of 2 -~ 15cm Howite.
zers, Ab.out the 25th of January the Battalion Heacquarters had moved
up to MAIKA probably to facilitate- c)ordlnatLon with the plans of the
6th Field nrtm}Lcry Regiment, As carly as the 26th of “January, plans
werc drawn up and orders issued covering prelininary reconnaissance
and survey neceéssary for the projected uperation., The Battalion Com-

-mander was present in the position area behind HILL 500~501 in mid=
January for recormnaissance and the formulation of preliminary plans.

On the 31lst of Janunry the advance parties left ERVENTA by ba rpe,

- arriving at MAUARAKA the same night, After staging here for several =
days because of bad wea thcr, the party left on the 4th of February and =

, landed in the vicinity of NiBOI the same night. The renainder of the
‘Battalion was divided into two parts, one traveling overland and the
‘vther accompanying the materiel which was shipped by barge, . Five trac-
tor prime movers, four trucks, and four l5cm Howitzers were- shlppeq to
MAYARKA by means of 6 large landing barges and 2 small ones, which shut—
tled hetween ER VLNTu,JmlinAKL, and NaBOL apparently at night, Shlp-

" ment started. cn the 17th of Fowrucryo At MAWLLAKA one-prime mover trac—
tor was put off. and the reualnd,r was delivered to NaAROI,. Also at '
MAWARAKA, 2 - 10cm Howitzers were loaded and transported to NaBOI, By
the 2T7th of the month all materiel had been delivered to NiBOI, and the ~

~barges reverted to the carrying of provisions and suppllﬁs. With the

- aid of track laying prive novers and the presence of a. servnlceaulo
road from NaBOI to the position area, it is presumcd that thc L&ttallun
was in puSltlun by tno 26th uf Pcuruury. 2k

3 beneral Plan of “ttac& ' A o »ﬂ," ,%

The plans for the attack called for two maJuP thrusts-tm the nnrth
of the perimeter, and a secondary attack on the northeast front, =
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Scheduled Plan of Opéfations

’ Day:Plannedj .__Date ) Uhit’: ;Place and Objective
D Day  March 8  IWASh BUTAL Attack and secure HILL 700

and 'CANNON HILL

Dplus 1 March 9  IWASA BUTAI  Continue attack - A
" MnGATa BUTLI  Advance to assembly point prep- -
; aratory to launching attek on
D plus 4

D plus 2 March 10 IVASA BUT&T  HILL 700 and CANNON RIDGE sécured. -
Reorganize and prepare for advance
to PIVA UNCLE, o
MUDA BUTAI Attack and secure HILL 260,

D plus 3 March 11 IVASA BUTAL  Advanece to a point 1000 yards South-
Y ' : east of HILL 700, : - .
MAGaTA BUTAT Make final preparations for a dawn
attack, : ' ,
MUDA BUTAI Continue attack against HILL 260,
\ ~ and begin secondary attack against
D pilus 4 “March 12 IlsSi BUTAI  Richt element continue attacks in
- the’'direction of PIVa UNCLE; left
element attack HILL 608 from the
Northwest in coopera tion with
= _attack of MUDA BUTAI from Southeast,
- MAGATA HUTAI' Launch attack against the 129th
o sector and advance to BOMBER LOOP
ROAD to Vlest of PIVA YOKE
- S MUDA BUTAI HILL 260 secured; attack and secure
’ HILL 608 in conjuction with IWaSh
T BUTAI and establish contact with
them; attack in direcetion of EVANS~

| - VILLE,
D plus 4 March 13 !UDA BUTLI ~ Advance and secure EVANSVILLE.
D plus 9 ° March 17 IASi BUTAI  PIVA UNCLE secured; advance to withe

in 2000 yards North of TOROKINA
, FIGHTER STRIP completed, '
MaGATA BUTALI PIVA YOKE securedj reorganize for
: : continued attacks to the South,
- : MUDA BUTAL = Continue advance in cooperation
' ' with the IVASA BUTAI,

Plan for diversionary attacks included operations against the extreme
West flank of the perimcter by a furce eomposed of elements of the 3rd
Battalion, 8lst Infantry Regiment, Or the extreme East flank, a similar
divérsion:was to be.created along the'lower TOROKINA RIVER by the 2nd
Battalion, 4th-Garrison Unit, A4 possilile landing operation against the °
TOROKINi FIGHTER STRIP was also plannec, ’ ' o

L, Exeeution of the Attack

ae IWaSh BUTAI ! . L

On D day, as scheduled the artillery ecommenced interdiction-fires




‘on the PIVA AIRFIELDS and on key road junctions w1th1n the perlmeter
The 23rd Infantry did not attack as scheduled but advanced its foremost .
elements into a position for the assaults, Close-in reconnaissance of
the United States defenses and installations was made in the vicinity
of CANNON HILL by the 2nd Battalion, while the 3rd Bettalion reconnoitered 2
the slopes of HILL 700, ‘
o On the night of D plus X, the 2nd Battalion jumped off in its at%dck

against HILL 700, committing tne 65th and 8th Companies in the initial as-
“sault, Vhen these were replused, the 5th and 7th Companies were sent into
the actnone This full strength attack effected a local success in seizing
the outer shoulder of HILL 700 and in enfllad;ng the m%ln supply route

(SKYLINE DRIVE)s =~

Although the original plan called for the attdck with the Battalions
abreatt (3rd Battalion on the right), all evidence points to the fact that
the Battalions attacked in column, with thc 3rd Battalion behind the 2nd

Battalion, The 3rd Battalion is oellcved to have becn decimated by art-
illery fire, as no elements are kRGM+to have reached the objective.

v On D plus 2, the enemy a attempted to reinforce his‘troops on the shoul—
der of HILL 700 and simutancously launched an atbtack on CANNON HILL, Re-
inforeement was effectively interdicted by artillery and mortar flre *nd A
the attdck against CANNON HILL was sharply repulsed, : T

On D plus 3, United States forces counterattacked the enemy on the
shoulder of HILL 700 and bty D plus 4 the HILL had been cleared of the enemy,
On D plus 5, the Regiment withdrew its forces leaving a sereening force

"~ to the immediate front, As a result of these‘'assaults the strcagbh of the

Regiment had been greatly depleted and the withdrawal was necessary for re-
rganlzatjon. 1t is probable that the rendlnlng eff@ctlveo dld,not exceed
800, : ‘

The Reglm@nt remained out of action- 6xcept for patrol actlvxty untll
the 23rd when it joined forces with the remnants of the MAGATA BUTAI for
the last determined effort of the campaign against "F" Company and "G"
Company front of the 129th Infantry, The 2nd Battalion, 13th Iniantry Reg—
iment, the last reserve force of the IWASA BUTAI was committed at this time.
This attack lasted throughtout the 24th and 25th but was. defeated with
heavy losses, On the 26th the action was broken off gradually and what was
left of the IWASA BUTAI started to withdraw, It is estimated that the re-
maining . elengnts of the force combnned did not cheed 500 effectives,

L be MAGATA BUTAT

On D day, the advance elenents of the lst ?nd 3rd Battallons ASth:

- Infantry -Regiment moved up to the immediate front of the perlmetcr in the
129th Infantry Sector, During D plus 1 and D plus 2, active patrolling and
vclose in reconnalssancc of the United States defense was conducted, -

©On D plus 3, a general attack was launched by the force, with the lst
Battallon on the left, the 3rd Battlion on the right, and the 2nd Battalion
‘in reserve, The attack lasted all ddy but. no mater;al galno or broak thr-~
- oughs were made,

. On D plus 4, a United States counterattack eliminated the few advance‘
strong points that had been established on the day before, The force oe- '
cupied itself with minor ttacks durlng the" duy, as it was recuper\tlng from
the results of the initial ‘effort.

On D plus 5, the Reglmcnt withdrew to reoryunlze, prepare new plans,
o and to obtain much needed rest from their efforts, From D plus:5 to D plus
75 active patroling was maintained but no attacks were launched,

On D plus 7, realizing that the initial force was insufficient to ac-
complish the mission, the reserve unit, 2nd Battallon, 81lst: Infantry Regi=- -
ment was attached to the command for employment in the next attack, This
was launched in the early aftcrnoon on D plus 7, preceded by small scale ef=- :
forts all along the line, - The formation placed the 2nd. Battalion, 8lst Inf-
" antry in the center, the lst Battalion, hSth Infantry. on the right, and the '
. 3rd Battallon, L5th Infantry on the left,  The 2nd Eattdllon L5th Infantry
was appmrontly still retained 1n1reserve.> Thc advance elbmcnts succeeded
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in penetrating the forward defeuses of ngn Comoany,‘129th,lnfantry, with
some individuals penetrating to 2nd Bn CP. Before this breakthrough could
be cxplo:*ed however, the Unites States forces launched a counterattack -
which overwhelmed the advance positions and pushed the force back out81de
the perimeter,

On D plus 8, the force rested araln, malntalnlng an approprlate screen
by active pdtrollxng .

On D plus 9, another all out attack was underway by dawn in the "F"
Company Sector, 129th Infantry, Dnrlng the hours of darkness advance po-
sitions were taken up immediatély in front of the lines, and the attck was
launched at daylight. Dispositions for this effort were Basically the -
same as for the attack on D plus 7. The effort as. a. whole was repulsed,
and a few advahce 9051t1nns were driven out by United States cuuntercttacks
before sundown,

The Regiment now w1thurew for rcurginlzutzon and to awdlt the arrival

L of furth.r reenforcements before making another attempt to penectrate the

'United States front lines, On D plus 15, the remnants of the 2nd Battalion
and 3rd Battalion 13th Infantry, the 23rd Infuntry Regiment had come:up to
Join forces, and the 3rd Battalion, 53rd Infantry Regiment was committed in
“"the effort to amass sufficiunt strength to make the next attack successful,
It is estimated that the assault strength of these units did not excecd
three thousand.

Early in the morning on D plus 16 the advance was started in the "RV
and "G" Company sectors of the 129th Infaburyo» The formation for thq at-
tack put the 45th Infantry in the center, 2nd Battalion of the 13th Infantry
on the right supported by the 2nd Battalion, 8lst and the 3rd Battalion 53rd
on the left. It is believed that the 23rd wis retained in reserve, especi-
ally as all Battalions of the 45th werc committed in the attack, The force
advanced during the night 24/25 March and attempted to establish strong
points within the Unites States lines before daylight, This was discovered
and completely disorganized by an intensive concentration of Unites States
artillery and mortar fire, but strong points directly in front of the linds
were established and mzintzined, In the course of the action, the 2nd Bat-
talion-23rd Infantry was committed but without any apparent effect on the
situation., The main attack was broken up before it was launched by the art-
illery shelling, and on the 25th only piecemeal anddisorgan¢zed attacks were
launched, Infiltration efforts continuéd through D phus”ls,- .

On D plus 19 the force began its withdrawal from action, and- during
the 27th maintained a screenirgforce to cover its departure, By D plus 20,
this screenirg force had pulled baeck from the immediate vieinity of the frunt
lines and took up dug in pOoltl)nb on the lUMA NUMA TRAIL,

¢, MUDA BUTAL

On D ﬁgy 'this furce, cuns1bt1nb principally &f the 3rd Bdttdllon 13th
infgntry and the lst and 2nd Companies of the lst Battallon,_advanced to a
forward assembly arca in the area N of the EA&T—WEST TRAIL in the vieinity of
TOROKINA FORKS, arriving by D'plus 1, .

At dawn on D plus 2, an attack preceded by 1nflltr°t1Jn was started
against the Southeast sluwe of HILL 260, Fighting lasted all day, but by
dark the most advanced elements had been driven back to the foot of the HILL
where they dug themselves in, This initial assault was made by the 3rd Bat-
tdllon, with the 9th Company in advance followed by the lOth and 1lth Com-
panies and the 12th Company -being retained in reserve, ‘

Continued piecemeal ¢« fforts were made through D plus 4 but without
material gain and with some losses. .On D plus L, the force was augmented

by the commitment of the lst and 2nd Companies of the lst Battalion,

On D plus 5, a coordinated attack preceded by infiltration was success—
ful in driving to the southeast edge of the top of HILL 260, Here the at-
tack spent itself and the advance clements dug themselves in, Repeated
small seale efforts were made, throughout D plus 6 without further gains,

-1l




OnD plus 7, 2 radlcal chgnge in plans was made and it was decided
to reinforce the MAGATA BUTAI® with the LUDA BUTAL., The 3rd ‘Battalion
“of the ARTILLERY GROUP,ceonsisting of the 7th and 9th Batteries, the first
‘of which had been converted to .a mortar compdny, was attached to reinm~
force the fire power of the MUDA BUTAI, The main force of the MUDA BUTAL -
then withdrew from HILL 260 and proceeded to an assembly area in the rear
of 'the MAGATA BUTAI leaving only ‘a seresning force on HILL 260 to cover
the movement and contaln the enemy, On D plus 9, the 3rd Battalion of the
ARTILLERY GROUP displaced and advanced to the North foot of HILL 1000 in
preparation to support the combined assault on D plus 16, »

"By D plus 7, the operation for this reason changed from an offensive
action to a stubborn defensive, Resistance was maintained until D plus .
19, United States counterattacks slowly driving the force off the HILL and
causing a high precentage of casualties, By D. plus 20, all resistance on.
the HILL ceased with the elimination of the remaining strongp01nts. At
least 500 of the force were killed during the operation and it can be pre—~ -
sumed that an equal number - were. rpnd\rcdtnn-effectiyc by wounds, -

. 7

3rd Ba ttallon, 81st Infuntrv chlment

, Thls forec was in p051t¢on in the v1c1n1ty of -the mouth of the
LARUMA RIVER by D minus 1, The action of the unit throughout the eniire
campaign was confined to patrol activity in the 148th Infantry Sector,
The force was composed of 3rd Battalion Headquarters, 3rd Machine Gun
Company, 3rd Battalion Gun Unit, the 6th and probably the 10th Company.
Patrols were not aggressive and plans were confused and ineffective., As
a result very few contacts were made with Unltcs States Forces,

e, 2nd Battdlﬂon, htk Garrison Unit

~ This forcc Whlch was assigned ‘the mission of creating diversion on
the United States East flank was somewhat more aggressive than its counter~
part on the Unites States West flank, but made no attacks worthy of the
name, The unit was compesel of 2nd. Battllon Headquarters, 2nd Battery (2~
75mm guns), the 6th, 7th, and 8th Comoanles and by the 15th of March had
. assembled at HLART~SHAPLD HILL (144.3~212,6), preceded’ by the 7th Company
which occupied a position in the vicinity of MAVAVIA about the same time,
Ineffective cfforts were made to reconnoiter the United States front llnGS'
in preparation for a eneral attack, orders for an attack were 1suucd re~
voked, and reissued with the results that none was made. In the effort to
ewnforoe the unit &nd perhaps stimulate it to more aggressive actlon, the
ist Company of the 19th Independent Engineers was attached to the command
about the 17th of March, Attacks were stlll bclng planned but not ezecuted
as late as the 24th of Murch. SR '

v

| ks ﬂ;thdrawal from Action:

a ;UA&A BUTAI

After thc flnal dssault on the 24th and 25th, w1thdrawal of the 23rd
Infantry commenced on the 26th., The destination was MOSIGETTA gnd it is
believed that withdrawal is being made over essentidlly the same routes
used for the advance into the area, The 2nd Battullon, 815t was a551bned
the mission 6f covering the retreat of the 23rd and 45th, and the. 3rd Com~
pany, lst Battallon 23rd, was in turn to cover the retreat of the 23rd".
after it had cleared the zone of action of the 2nd Battalion €lst which was
operating 1n v1c1n1ty of the NUMA NUJA TRAIL.

5

| b,- MnGth BUThI

Slmultaneously w1the withdrawal of the 23rd ‘this force withdrew up
the NUMA NUMA and nearby trills on the 26th of the month The main cov-
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ering force of the 2nd Battalion, 8lst, remalned in p031t10n in front of ©
the 129th Infantry line until the 1lst of Aprll, when it followed the main
body up.the trail, The force at this time consisted. of .the. . Headquarters,
the Composite lst and 3rd Battalions, the 2m3 Battalion,- the Bpd Battalion
53rd -and the 2nd Battalion 8lst, By the /th of April, the rearmost ele-
ments had retreated to a point two miles down the trull from the LARUMA-
JAVA CREEK junction, :

The destination of the uni% is presumed to be NUMA NUMA, from where
the L5th is scheduled to return to KIETA, and the 2nd Battal*on 8lst pro-
bably to its former station at PUTO over the same route by whicéh. it ad-

. Vvanced during February. The. 53rd will probably return to the TINPUTS area,

Ce WUDA BUTQI

Very llttle is known regurdlng Lhc w1thd1awal of this force, The

.elements which had been left on HILL 260 had been either killed or had

64

retreated by the 27th of March, The main body probably retreated in come
peny with the 23rd Infantry Reglmcnt about the 28th of Mareh, The report—
ed destination of the Regiment is ERVENTA,,if this is ‘correct it is bew
lieved that withdrawal will be made over the same route used by the-2nd
and 3rd Battalion in coming up from MOSIGETTA,

de 3rd Battalion &lst Infantrv Repiment

It is believed that tth unit is retreating over its route of advance
and has its furmpr station at KUNAPOPO -as its destination,

. ee 2nd Battalion, 4th Garrison'Unit.

It is probdulo that this forcc with the lst Cowpany, 19th Enginner
Regiment will remain in the SAUA RIVER srea to the last as a COVGTLDP
force for other elements of the Dlvmslon LOVing South,

Composition of Withdrawing Units
a, IWASA4 BUTAI : © . Estimated Strength
13th Infantry Regiment . , 300
2nd Battalion : . -300
23rd Infantry Regiment ' 50 450
lst Battalion ‘ 200
2nd Battalion ) 100
3rd Battalion : 100
3rd Infantry Mortar Battallon , - 50. -
2nd Company ' 50 '
6th Field Artillery Regiment o 300
lst Battalion (less 3rd Battery) 300 "
6th Engineer Regiment o 50
2nd Company - .50 .
Miscellaneous Units . 100 100
Total Estimated Strength 1 April ' 1,250
be MAGATA BUTAI } R  Estimatced Strength
45th Infantry Regiuent 100 800
lst and 3rd Composite Battalion 400 - o
2nd Battalion 300
3rd Infantry Mortar Battalion E : :
(less 2nd Company) , 100 © 100

e

53rd Infantry Regiment ‘ 150
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3rd Battallon o : 150
‘8lst Infantry Regiment o , 150
2nd Battalion - 150
© 10th Independent Muuntaln Artlllery 200
. Regiment . o _
* 1st Battery R ‘200
6th Engineer Regiment - S
' 3rd Company - 50. . 50
BLSt Machlne Cannon Company 100 1OO
Total Estlmated Stren;th l April j  '1 - l 550
JUDA BUTAI : . ' ,Lstlmated Strennth
lBth Infantry Replncnt 50 450
~1st Battalion (less 3rd Company) 200 o
3rd Battalion . 200
6th Field Artillery Re&lment 60 LOO
7th Battery - : '170 '
~9th Battery- . - 170
6th Engineer Regiment ; ' : 50
“1st Company 50 . .
~Total Eatanted Strenﬁth l April L 900
ARTILLERY (JBOUP ‘ o ' Estimated Strensth
6th Field Artillery Roﬁlmcnt ’ 100 400
 3rd Battery . S 150
gth Battery 150
- 1st Composite Battallon, atn mbdlum :
Artillery’ : 50 - 300
Independent 1Ocm How1tzcr Platoon 50
2nd Battery ‘ o 1C0
3rd Battcry : ‘ ’ 100
1st Independent Mzchine Gun Company 100 @ 100
: 23rd Fleld Machine Gun Compdny 10 - 100
Total FStlﬂutcd Strcnbth l Aprll o . 900

Total Estimated strenhth of Prlnclpa Components

on 1 April ‘ - 4,600
' Orlglnal Estlmdted Strenth of Pr¢nc¢pal Componentsiws' 11,700 |
Estlmated stualtLes (lefcrence) L 7,100

\_.

- Notes " Actual counted dead for the opcratlon

= approximates 5,500,

7.vinservations

a.'

Movement Of Troogg and Supplies

S
. <

Succssful movement, of large numbers of troops and e4u1pmcnt OVGr
routes which varied from good motar roads to poor Native tracks over
rugged terrain indicates sound prior planning, - Excellent aopreciation .
time and spsce factors is indicated by the fact that, as far as it is

known, the troops arrived at the appointed assembly areas in good shape

and on time, - The only apparent shortage of supplics during the campaign.
was thdt of rations, but it is belleved that the ghortage was not due to -
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inadequacy of means of supply, but to-the inadequacy of the actual stock
available at supply points on the island.

be Tactical Operatiohs

(1) Estimate of Unites States combat strength was very poor, Though
it was estimated that there was a total of 30,000 Americans pres ent, a=
bout 10,000 of these were thought to be Air Corps ground personnel, The
Army Ground Forces estimate was that of a single Infantry Division,

. (2) The attack plan was, as a wholc, sound, in that it was directed

principally against key terrain features, the occupation of which would
greatly facilitate the accomplishment of the nission, The locations of
the. threec major efforts was such that the forces could be combined after
the initial breakthrough for a final sweep throygh the perimeter, The
timing of the attacks as planned was also soundj” in that sufficient time
was ailowed between the assault against HILL 700 and the assault against
the 129th Infantry, to permit the shifting of United States Reserveg‘to
the threatened HILL 700 area, thareby’ﬁ%ékehiﬁé*éﬁd”?ébilitatihg”£hé“5ene
etration of the MAGATA BUTAI on the 129th Infantry front,

On the West, the attack on HILL 260 was planned to so occupy the at-
tention of United States furces in that area, the the IWASA BUTaI, after
the capture of HILL 700 could more readily attack and carry HILL 608 from
the flank and rear,

The plan of attack is adgudged sound only on the basis that the estie
mate made of United States strength was correct, The estimate of the site
uation only perimitted onesInfantry Division for the defense of the entire
perimeter, which would necessitate, by reason of the frontage, very thinly
held lines, "It is also apparent that the estimate foresaw only local re~
serves, and that a heavily threatened sector of the perimeter would have to
be reinforced, by the withdrawal of troops from sectors under attack, with a
corresponalnr weakening of bhe llnes.

€)) Leain c3n81der1ng the estimate made of United States troops on \5
the line, the assisnment, of the mission of neutralizing the airfields to |
the artillery was sound, except in so for as it misjudged the ability of /
the artillery present to deliver a suffieient volume Of fire to acéomp- //
lish the mission. ‘ ' g -

(4) Excellent ability to conduct close in and thorough reconnaiss—
ance of the terrain daily patrolled by our forces was demonstrat@d.

v (5) The inability to change plans to meet achange in tne situation

" was demonstrated in very many instances, UVhen the initial thrust of the

IVaSA BUTAL was repulsed, the following attacks were made in only slight-

ly greater strength., Uhen cuordinated large scale attacks were delivered

and defeated, the lower< units were ‘permitted to expend their strength in

small scale lacal efforts that were invariably unsuccessful., This pattern

of attack was followed almost universaily. Appreciation of the strenth

of United States defenscs came only after the forces involved in the at& :

tacks were badly beaten and greatly reduced in strenkth. It was not unt11¢

after all three initial efforts hed been frustrated timé and time again,

that a radical change in plans was made which called for the concentration

of all the assault strength prcsent.. Had this concéntration of forces

. been m&de immedietely after the ‘defeat of the initial 2ttack against HILL

700, a penetration may well have veen effected, .
nnothaf example of this 1nab111ty to -adapt plans to a changed 81tuuj\\\\\

tlon is to be noted in the case. of the ArtllLery. It became obvious after ™,

the efforts of the first daj to neutralize the airfields that the mission A

could not be acCumpilsnod.@;in spite- of thls, the artillery was: permltted \\

to expend its firé powcr on this mission throughout the campaign, and lit-

tle if any support was given the assault forces, It was not until the con-

centration of the remeining forces on the 129th Infantry front, that part
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©of the-ARTILLIRY GROUP was detached and assigned in direct support. If
the fire power of all the Artillery present had been concentrated on a

‘single objective early in the campaign, it would noodoubt:. have greatly
facilitated successful assault by the Infantry. For fire power of Art-
illery present, 'see Artilery Annex attached. IR

(6) Liaison and the exchange of 1nformatlon between forces was poor.

In several instances information on the success of operations thut was pas-

sed to higher Headqusrters:-and to couper&tlng Units was erroneous and mis-—
‘leading.  In other instances, there was a certain amount’ of confusion on
the assignment -of objectives, as in the case of HILL 608, where two forces
were mede partially responsible and each believed it the respon51b111ty
qf thc other to accomo¢1oh the mlsslun. A e

(7) The absence of unified control and coordlnutedvaeclslvc actlon

,was churactcrlotlc of the operation in ;enpral
, ,

" E. J. TREACY JR.,"
Colonel, GSC, "
A. Cu of S., G=2,

Prepered by: o
‘ .‘.!TVA 'Y\ - ’ : : . L
EDVIARD M, DODD

. Captain, F.A,,‘
asst, 4C of S., G=2-
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ARTILLERY ANNEX

Table of Artillery Fire Power Present 2&{*”?&? Operation

Unit Designation v‘FOPCeft@CWhiCh?At@gchéd'c?,fWéaponS Rate of
' : Fire
6th Ficld Artillery Regirient T . , -
lst Battery : TSk BUTAI . - 2/75mm 6 RPM
2nd Battery ‘ IWASA BUTAT "7, 0 2/75mm 6 RPM
3rd Battery ' ARTILLERY GHOUF, lst Bn "3/75mu 6 RPM
7th Battery ARTILL.RY GROUP, 3rd Bn 2/75mm 6 RPY
8th Battéry : ARTILLERY GROUP, 1lst Bn 2/75m 6 PM
9th Battery . ARTILLERY GHOUP, 3rd Bn 2/75mm 6 RPM,
Lth Mediuwm Artillery Regiment ) ,
Independent 1Ocm Howitzer Platoon ARTILLIRY GROUP 2/1.05mm 4, RPM
2nd Battery - ARMILLLEY GROUP 2/155m 3 RPM
3rd Camposite Battery . ARTILL RY GROUP 2/155mm 3 RPN
10th Independent iountain Artillery ‘ , - :
1lst Battery : : MAGATA BUTAI L/75mm 6 RPM
13th Regimental Gun Company - HMUDA RUTAT L/75mm 6 RPM
23rd Regimental Gun Company. - TaSa BUTAT 3/75m 6 RPM
L5th Regimental Gun Company - MaGAT BUTAL L/75mm 6 RPM
8lst Regimental Cun Company MaGATA BUTAL - 1/755m 6 RPM

Surmary of Fire Power available for massing of Artillery Fire:

12/75mm Type 95 Mountain Guns at 6 rounds per gun per minute - 72
16/75mm Type 41 Regimental Guas at 6 rounds per gun per minute-96

2/108/105mn Yowitzers at 4 Pounds Pew’ Howitzers-pertminute - 8
. h/L55mm. Type 96 Howitzers at 3arounds per cun péer minute - 12

Total Fire Power available for massed fires - 188 rounds per minute
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