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A PERIGADLER CGERURAL ROBERT 1., BFPRACINS
. 5 & A Q o 3t FANS
COMMANDIRG CENFRAL, 71T DIVISION
CAMP CARSON, CGTORADO

September 2, 1943

when I was on duty in Hawali a short time after the Japansse attacked
Pearl Harbor, I wae asleep in tne 2ith Division CF, About addnight, under
ty window, I heard a rifle reattle. The sentry chellanged with, “Halt, who's
there?" The reply came back, Just as energetically, “"Don't shoot me, you
son-of-a=~biteh®, The sentry made & quick estimate of the situation and he
decided by the expression and tone that the man who answered his challenge
was not a jap, but an American, He didn't shoot., So it was on Guadalcanal,
tefore we could launch an all=out atiack against the Japanese, we had to make
an estimate of the situation,

fle had to consider the condition of our perscnnel and the condition of
the Japanese, Two of our Divisions on Guadalcanal, the Second Marine Division
end the Americsh Division had seen combat. They had been exposed for scme
months to tropical diseases, malaria, dysentery, and 6enguo. The Americal
vivision had been in one major attack sgainst the Jap line, The lst larine
Division and the Americal Division had previously attacked that line and had
failed Lo penetrate it, The Americal Division had had Lherefore a number of
casual les plus the tropical disesses, The Second Marine Division, which had
been in defensive operations, had had some casualties but not heavy, {rom
battle, Tha Americal Division is an American Uivision whiech was stationed
just befere that time in New Caledonia. It was made up of elements of the
National Gusrd Divisions whichwre left over when Netional Guard Divisions
were changed from square to triangular divisicns. The records show that, if
a division is in the front line approximately three months, 50 pemcent of
that division would catch malaria. Of the remaining 20 percent, some would
have dysentery, and some would have dengue, I don't mean that 80 pu;kont of
any division at one time was incapacitated, i::ublt.hero were malaris patients
wi® have recovered that had returned to the front lines. They 'ura in » we&ker%
condition. Two of the three divisions that composed our forces (Americal and
2né Marine Division) had sui‘ered from these tropical cisesses. ‘(he
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third, the 25th Division, was Just getiing of: transports at Guadal-
canal., #e wanted to launch the attack very quiekly in order that the

25th Division from Hawaii, would not come down with sickneas Lefore the at-
tack, Ve wanted at least one division which could maneuver and yo through
tie jungle., That division was tne o:ly division of the three, capable of
tremendous physical effert, eapable of the novement necessary to put over a
hard attack, We had Lo consider also Lhat we would get no further replace~
ments,

There was no hurry in getting tie Japs off Guadalcanal, Therefore, we
could take our time and figure out a way of getting them off with few casualties.
It was desirable to pet the Japs off Guadaleanal because the Havy, which wss
in supreme command, decided thal they wanted them off before they could go farther
northwest, The island was alse wanted as an aszunition and supply base,

The Japanese, on the other hand, had had the ssame sicknesses we had, e
thought their sickness rete to be the same as in our two divisions, We lesrned
later, however, that they had more trouble with melaria, dysentery and dengue
than we, They alsc had beri-beri, e didn't have beri-beri which is caused
by improper diet, lmproper food., Japanese replacements had been coming in
regularly. They brought them in by submarine, destroyers and sampans at ni;ht,
Howsver, they spread their replacements throughout all their units, so they had
these replacements whichwere free from tropical diseases scattered through-
out the whole command, There were no Japanese units cspable of the movement
and efforts of our 25th Division,

On the Japanese side, there were three major units, the 3econd Division,
the 30th Division and a separate brigade. The brigade originally mumbered
about 10,000, However, half of that foree had sltagked our lst iarine Division
when it first landed in August and suffered heavy casualties, They had at-
Lacked very extravagantly as far as loss of 1life was concerned, The Japanese
had been engaged in a number of attacks and in defenseve operations, Thelir
casualties had been preater than ours,

In the front which we aced, the lst Msrine Divisien had previcusly at~
tacked approximately half of the Japs that were facling u::f‘\ml,snned some
ground, The lst Marine Division and Americal Division had atiacked Lhe same

line and same foree that we attacked, drove the outpost in, but did not breask
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the Jep main line of resistance. Now, before e ohld Jawach this attack, we
had to ales consider the terrain, Guadalcanal is sbout 100 cdles long from
East to West, 40 to 50 miles wide in the central part, The centrsl part is
mountainous and jJungle, Thet jungle is spotted with sabanas, Sabanas are
grassy areas, The gajority of the island, however, ls jungle. Along the
ocorrider, close to the comst, the terrain varies with jungle and coconut plan-

#e had Badar protection over the entire ialand se that we ecould get warn-
ing of the appreash of any Jap air attack. Owr Radar was almost 1007 perfect
after we astablished the Radar station at Beaufort Bay, LEven with all this
protection, some air ralds gobt through without warning, In Lhis country, we
stress the practice blackouts, Hawaii has a ury- strong blackcubt. Canton is
blacked out, Fiji is blacked out to some extent, Ouadaleanal had none. 3o,
the closer you get to the front the less the blackout, ¥We had to get supplies,
eto,, around and if we had ueed no lighis, tlie attack would have bom held up;
Trucks ren arcund the island with the lights on, #When we were warned of an
air attack, the lights were turned ofi, e did have casualties when surprise
raida got through without warning, However, the amall number of casusliies
that we got due to surprise ralds getting through on us wes not enough to
Justify a continuous Llackoul with its slowing effect on supply and other werk
in the rear. New, we had to make an additional W&uhthenupply
situation, v

At the begioning of tids campaign, we held & small area. (8ee Sketch £1).
We had bullD twe fighter strips, two landing fields for fighter planes, shown
on Sketeh #1 ae 3trip 1 and Strip 2., We captured from the Japanese, when we
ﬂrtthuhd,mm & bomber landing field, There was under con=
umthn,mstﬂps. #e had put & perimeter defense around eur vital
Wﬂ,mbm, landing fields and so on. #e had put a second
all-around dofonn around fighter Strip #3, which was under construction, and
ite necessary npplr installations, This fighter Strip number 3 was 10 or 15
mlles east of the other vital installations., Our front line was west of the
perimeter defense several miles, There were no Japanese east of ocur frent
line, except occasional infiltration parties, All of the Japancse were up to
the northwest, (See Sketeh #1), and they were using Lsperance as a supply base,

In our estimaie, we also had to consider what supplies we had available,
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the types of smmunition, the amount of ammunition, the kinds of retions, and
the amount of such rations that were available, e contemplated moving in
the rear of the Japanese, through the jungle which would necessitate cutting
looge from our supply lines with what emergency rations we had to sustain a
foree moving through the jungle. #e found we were short of K rations, so we
had to be very careful to issue it only to troops going through the jungle, and
Mtotheuﬁpphdhanroadandmr;ilrinmro.fourMnaMch iie
1ssued C rations to the front line troops. The lines opposing were very close
together, cften as close as 20 yards, mhu 30, 40 and: fO yards, Opposing
lines over a hundred yards apart would be unusual, For troops in the fromt
line, using the C ration, the only part of the mees kit allowed was the aspoon,
The reasens for limiting the utensils used were to reduce noise made by the
soldier and to reduce sickness, Dysentery is carried by all raw water found
on the island, It is found in epoiled food, Dysentery is also carried by
flies from the boﬂu of dead japs who had a great deal of this sickness,
Therefore, mess equipment would be contminatqd by i.properly washing, (bolled
water is not available in ti e front lines) and by flies. Our trocps got tired
of C and K rations as a result but we couldn't help that, We had to protect
_ theam,

The Japanese held all of the high ground around our vital installations.
(See Sketoh #1). They were generally in the jungle and high ground and we
wore generally in the lower ground which consists of grasay areas, some Jungle,
and gome oovonubt pl.ll‘hum. 'n!o]had constant observation on us. They
could see the 25th Divieion coming into Cuadaleanal. They could also see the
only new regiment of the Second Mari®n Division, the 6th Marines, get off the
transport. _ |

Wo had b0 surprese the enemy it some way, That reminds me of another
story. BDefors the last World War, the National Gurad was on duty on the
bol'rﬁd'. The color of the enlisted (uartermaster hat cord was brown, similar
to the color on the Quartermaster branch service caps now, The general officers
were & gold hat cord similar th that wern by f{nulofﬁcarsonthe scruice cap
now. One day & general of{icer came along and the sentry looked at him and didn't
salute, The General asked whey he didn't salute, The man said, "You can't fool
me, youdd quartermaster siunk, get going." Well, the general officer was some-
what surprised at that, and se it wes on Guadaleanal.
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The Japanese could see what we were doing, they could see new troops coming
nunmutmowimmumpﬂnmu. The only way we could
surprise them would be a schems of maneuver,

At the beginning of this attack, our dispusition was as shown on this map,
(see Sketeh 42), We didn!t imow where the Japanese were, except inrsertain
places. We lmow there was ajine right in front of us to the West. We know
they were the Ath Japanese Infantry and the léth Japanese Infantry, but the
rest of the lines were not in close -ontset, (Ses Sketch #2). Te the south,
we had rather close contact and knew where the Japanese front line was, From
December Sth until about Jenuary 5th, the 132nd Infantry had made an sttack
against the Japansse Where Lo knock them off the high ground, from which they
were obsarving our troops coming in, The 132nd Infantry had made & frontal ate
vaek, The 132nd Infantry drove Lhe Jap cubpest in tind made close contact with
the 124th Jap Infantry. At Lhat time, we did not know whether it was the 124th
Jap Infantry or mot, The 132:d falled to defest the main lime, Our treops,
facing the Japs were the 8th Marines, the 2nd Murines, one battalions of the
182nd Infantry and the 132nd Infantry, which had been exposed to malaria, dys-
entery and dengue for sometime, Ihe battalion of tho 182nd Infantry and the
132nd Infentry (pu"b of thefmerical Division) had been in offensive operations
and had suffered a number of casualiles, The Japanese, on the other hand, had
the 124th Jap Infantry and the 228th Jap Infantry, in through here (See Sketeh #3).
The 228th Japanese Infantry and the 124th Japanese Infantry sccording to the
history of the Japanese, where very formidable regiments. They had Leen in the
campaign in Malaya, Burma, Java, and Lhe Philippines, as well as other places,
The 228th Japanese Infantry belongs te the 30th Japenese Division, eas did the
230th Japanese infantry and 2:9th Japanese Infantry, One of the latter were in
that positien, The airplanes had nol picked this unit up, The 16th Japanese
Infantyry and the Ath Japanese Infantry belonged to the 2nd Jepanese Division, as
' did the 29th Japanese infantry, The 12ith Japanese Regiment belonged to the
Separate Brigade., Besides the front line, we had in reserve in all-around
défensive position, the 6th Marines. (See Sketch #2), In the area protected
by the primeter defense, we had the 104th Infantry and tie 25th Division less
the 35th Infantry, The 142nd Infaniry, less one battalion and the 35th Infantry

wetre holding the perimeter defense. The
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147tk Infantey was covering fighr strip mmber 3, which was under constructe

ion, actually 10 or 15 miles to the east,

In order to have a front line unit that could get up and go, we decided
to replace our south half of the line generally with the 25th Division. The
2nd Marine Division, in making their attack ageinst the 4th and 16th Japanese
Infantry Regiments, decided to enveleope the Jap south flank, In order for
thea to do that, we had to boamb and sheot a hole in the Jap front lime., Right
in the center of the Japanese line, we put down a tremendous artillery concen~
tration with six battalions and an eir bombardment during which we dropped
bombs of 100 to 1,000 pounds. Six battalions of artillery, 105's, 155 how-
itaers and 155 GPF's were used in that area, That was the only area that was
bombarded in the way of preparation. We literally blasted a hole in the front
line. We found Japanese bodies there that were killed without being hit by
fragnents, which means that the comcussion of the bombs had killed the Japs.
Some of these Japanese dead were in caves with ot a hit on them, but ail their
elothing had been blown off by the concusaion of the thousand pound bombs,
There wss nothing but dead Japs in the center of the line, The 2nd and 8th
¥ardnes were in the front line first and they tried to make a flank attask
against the Japanese line from the hole blasted in the Jap line, (See Sketech
k). That Japanese line was held by the léth Jap Infantry and the 4th Jap
Infantry., The line of the Jap 16th Inf, wes in a gulech with very straight
sides, up and down, and in that gulch the Japs had dug into the sides of the
precipice, They had dug caves with an opening just beg enough for theam to erawl
into, The openings would be just on one side. In which case they would fire
in one direction, and from the other caves they would fire in an opposite
direction, In other womks, their fire crossed (See Sketech #5). Fart of them
were shooting up the ravine and part of themvere shooting down the revine
from the caves on both sides, (See Sketeh #5). HNow, the question was, what are
we going to do about it, The Marines tried to come down the revine, while
holding and pushing against the fremt of the revine, But they couldn’t do it,
There was no way for them to get the Japs out of the caves halfl way up the sides
of the m“. They couldn't reach them, They couldn't throw grenades up there,
ladthq-mm% shoot them cut. If 37mm guns ere emplaced on the crests,
the Japs would shoot the persomnel manning the guns. If we tried to go down
the ravine, we'd get shot up from these caves. Down on the nmorth
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an unusual position here, got right into the bottom of the diteh with the same
t7pe of caves -~ a hole just big enough for & little man t0 get into, and they
fired out of these caves. All along the Jap side was a series of caves, holes
through which they oould shoot. (&Mfﬂ. They hed only a very limited
fi0ld or five, and they sll fired in ome direction, obliguely to the sea. We
approaghed the diteh, got up to the bdank and could shoot with a rangs of 10
yards. VYhen we yesched the $o0p of the diteh, the soldiers would shoot to the
front. When they 414 that, all they 414 was hit the side of the cave, The
oponing was a2t the end. The only way you sould shoot into the cave was t0 go
to the edge of the diteh, turn obliquely and shood that way. Naturally, the men
don's think of that. They got to the edge of the diteh, then the Japs shot us
from behind from a number of caves behind us, The Sth Marines didn't get by

; the diteh there.

> Remember, the 8th Marines and the 2nd Marines had been subject to Malarie
and dysentery for a long period. They were weakened. 50 we decided to relieve
them with fresh troops. We put the 6%h Marines on the right and the 182nd Ing-
antyy on the left. Also, wo took the 147tk Infantry off the landing field
under construotion and replaced that unit with other units from the fromt line,

The 27¢h Infantry, on the morning of the attack, passed through the front
1ine of the Snd Marines. The Sth Marines were relieved by the Gth Marines.
The 8th Mapines and the 2nd Marines were withdrawn $o constitute a Corpe
Reserve and also $o guard the vital installations in rear, The 35t%h Infuntry
and the R0th Division were moved up at night so as not $o unduly alarm the
Japanese or let them know what we were going to do. The 35th Infantry replaced
the 158ad Infantry, (See Sketoh #6).

Y The 138nd Infantry had tried to drive out the 124%h Jap Infantry withous
sucoess., 50, we had %0 pull a scheme of meneuver which would surprise the Jeps.
Wo sent patrols all through this jungle to the south and west of the Jap 124th
Infatry. We found out wheve the Japs were mot. We didn't want to know where
they were, but where they were mot, We were not to fight them from the fromt,
but surround them., So, with the 35¢h Infantry, we marched through the jungle,
osme wp snd surrounded the Japanese 124th Infantry. (See Sketoh #7). Our plam
with the 35%h Infamtry was t0 go straight through the jungle, avoiding all treils
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and eome out in the vieinity where we estimated the Jep reinforcement eand
supply trail eas well as their line of retreat had to de, From the m.thn
of treil that we found on aerial photographs, we degided that the trail must
follow the appreximate line shown on Sketch #7, We hed guessed within 885
yerds at the point where we out the trail., We set up am all-around defense
here around the trail, The first thing we hit wes the Japanese Regimental
Commend Fost, hnmlnmthﬁn. This map showed the ex=ot disposition
of $he 124th Jap Infantry. Thet helped us a great deal, That map was sent straight
l‘hﬂqm,hmﬂwhdqmm“hﬁlnww. He
‘mﬁupmmumumuumnmmmmu. All

" of the eircular line surrounding the Jap 124th Infantry had to face in doth

directions to meet a Jap attack from either direction. (Bee Sketeh #7). This
disposition was made as soon as the circle was formed. The 38th Infamtry, in
moving straight in the jungle was on K rations, They had to chlorinate water.
It had gut loose from the supply lines and it had left the road. So, we hed to
figure some way $0 get food and supplies %o them., We had to capture this sadana
(See Sxetoh #7) (sadapa just west of Jap 124th Infemtry) in order $o dreop sup-
plies fyom the air %0 our ¥6th Infantry which we did. The battalion of the
isRad Iafantry, which was somewhat out of consact, had engaged the 124%h Jap
nmmumumn}mmmmmmq.nmmumm«u
likewise, 80 as not to have them (the Japs) looking to the rear while we slipped
around behind them. (Ses Sketch #7), We completely surrounded them except for a
1ittle aree $0 the north whore streams join. Between the battalion of the 182nd
Infantyy and the 35th Infentry thers was & gap vhich they had failed to close.
Our 161st Infantry was immediately available, s0 we took elements from this unit
apd moved them down into this gap and made contact with the dastalion,of the
18804 Infentry and the 35%h Infantry, thus closing the gap.

¥e d4idn't went %o lose ony persomnel, We didn't want any more essualties
then necessery, We weren's getting replecements et all in the first place g0
we ocouldn't afford $o lose any men; end if we can use our heads and save casual-
ties, we always want %o do thas, Instead of attacking these people, we put down
a very heavy eoncentration of artillery. We had to hit smack dang in the middle
nﬁMMMomutumwm. This was a delicate pro-
Mm1tﬂQMdﬂﬂnn. After the bombardment ceased we pleged a
1ﬂmumnnmnn«nwtomnmtwmu:-pu.

ene. lohMMthltMmWMﬂntuud':mm
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thom a little taste of bdomdapdment. We seld we would now give them & chance
to surrender and that we'd treat them kindly and all shet. One man sneaked out
of sheir pocket and gurrendered. DNobody else. ¥We got only ome men, Hgwover,
he was very valuwable, When that men oame out and surrendered, he verified the
position of every Jap unit that wes shown on the map. He gave us move detail
then the map did. ¥e tried to persuade him to go back and tell the others that
nﬁh'th-mﬁtutohuﬁu. We didn't out off their ears, or noses, or
anything, The Japs had boen taught that we would tortwre them. We wanted to
send this one man baek, dut he said, "The fellows would kill mew if I went back,
They kill all those who wish $o surrender,” "“All right then", we said, "this
loud specker is away from them, tell them over it how you ere." "Oh, no," he
went on, "they might whip you Americans and catch me, They will kill me and
torture me before they kiil me if 1 told them I had surrendered.” We couldn's
g% & thing out of him as far as getting the rest to surrender was concerned.
u.-ﬁmmmw. de eloged in the eirele and $ightened in
around those fellows as mich as wo could without meking an all-out attagk with
the infantry, (See Sketeh #8).

Here's why we didn'% went $o meke am attack against them, even from the
rear. Te Japanese positions had all sxound defemse. Ogr positions must have
it. These positions are like porcupines., (Ses Sketch 79). No master whish
ur'utunmnﬂl,-mm fired om, Bach one of the dug-outs has just ome
opening and they are inter-supporting. Out to the front of every one of these
mmmrmomthtMumh:mthnMuh
the reay, To run inte a porcupime is a right hard proposition. The beet solu-
umumqmmurouueummmmnuumu-
lory, You may wonder why we didn't use the air. There was no clear terrain
mnmﬁue;maw-. Whors the ground is coversd with jungle i% all
looks the same, and the airplane can't help you. In order for the airplanes to
mmmﬁtunﬂmmwunn\sﬂ.umnnmdw
tinguishable terrein featwre which cam be pioked up from the eirplane as it
f1ies over. In this cese, we had no such distinguishing mark. Our lines were
uaammm&nhniowm'tmmmymmmm
on our lines or the Japanese. The artillery could. The artillery obsexrvers
wore right at the fromt line with the infantry, they fired right in the middle
of the cireld end moved their fire out until it was offective egainst the Japs

[
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ZIn arder %o kesp the Jup 228%h Infantry from coming against this civele,
we Bid S0 do somothing move them Just face in that diveotion., We didn't
mitmmmmmm-tmnmmummmm
(See Sxeteh #10). With the 27¢h Infentvy, we pussed through the 2nd Mayines
gﬂmmutomnwumm. We intended to engage any Japan~
o8s troops alomg thet line and keep them fully ccoupled so as to prevent them
from attenpting to regsoue the 184th Jap Infantry., A setond reason for keeping
these Japs ocoupied fasing north, was to allow our $roops to move to their
rear through the jungle end prevent their resreating until we were ready for
them to vetresy, With the 27th Infantyy, we moved through the hole wé had blown
in the Jap 1ime and $hwough the 2nd Merines to engage these Jepanese. (3ee

—— Sketoh #10). The firet contact we had was oa & hill, partially on the sebena

v end partielly on the jungle. Moving up on thet hill, we moved streight toward
i%, ve came under heavy mortar bombardments. Our Sroops used their heads very
well in this situstion. This battalion of the 27th split into two halves and
went around the morter bombardment, made close contact with the Japanese, but
d44n'% chapge them, They had beem t0ld Mot $o chavge them, dut %o find them
and tell us where they were. We then would kmook them out with artillery and
air. Thoy 444 @ very fine job and told us exsetly wheve the Japs were.

3{/'/ They made comtect and kept the Jopanese engnged and we gave them a terrific
eiy and artillery bombardnent. Ve were able to pub air in heve besass the
Japansse were on the edge of %he jungle &nd the edge of the ssbupa, wight be-
hind a promiment nill, Heve was the prominent terrein foature, something the
air could plek up easily, After the bomberdment, the 27th Infantwy was able
%o walk in with very few cususlties and take that aea, We had forged the
Japaness baok, A% this time, the east flank of the 27¢h Infantyy was 1ot pro-
teoted end although we d1dn't know 1t at the time, theve was s ghrest an thed
flapk. Leaving this flank open was o mistake, (See Sketeh #10)., The Gerps
representative came by and told the 2Veh Infantry %o look out for the flank
thoy had failed to cover, No sooner had the 27%h Infantyy gotten that flenk
covared thes the threstening Jep unit popped ub of $he Jungle and sivacked the
flank and vesr, which hed Just besn moved i fn $ime, )

T Every time the Japanese attack, they holler "Bansai®. They hollered as
they ven in on the sttack and egein our rifles mowed them down, When he

hollers "Banzai®, the Japanese think everybody is going to yum, but we dida't

yun end they were mowed down ab they cherged. The charge was not well
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soordinated. If was wade by a sucsession of small unite charging from different
points: Our men were able o congentrate the Mel on fipst one group and then
ntﬁu. mmnmmuﬁ’mmu. Then we contimusd to
cover thet flank and meske contact with what Japs were loft. Then we moved
wn»mm%uum_muommmmm

The Srd battalion of the R7th Infantry moved through the hole we had dlown
in the line snd establighed & line on the west flank to prevent the Japs from
soming through, They had 0 cover this line, hold the hill and kmep the Japan-
ese engaged as we wanted %0 go down to what we called "horses' head", The sabana
1ocks 11ks @ horse upside down. We semt enother battalion of She 27¢h Infantry
between the iines alveady established toward the hovses' head. (See Sketeh #20).
Hoving down, they struck Japs on the horses’ meck on the geographie oxest of a
Bil), on & grassy avea, right out in the opem, Ve d1dn't kmow the Japs were
there until we hit them. mumuummaﬁpm-um
horses' nesk when they saw we ware advancing there. They had dug foxholes about
the size of en office waste basket. They ware smell, but the Japs are smell men
and they don't stand up in their foxholes, They draw their knses up under thedr
ohins and put their rifle over their kmees with it pointing cut through the hole.
They are doubled up like jeckeinives, and you can darely see their heads stick-
ing out, 'umm'tmsmu'mmm.mmmh-m
their kuees, wmumu;mmmumm.lm.n
$0l4 our infantry to find whore they were and let us imow and we'd bomd them with
artillery and air. Up on top of this grassy ridge, 1t was a listle diffiouls to
adjust with artillery, however, we could have shot over and orepd up on them or
we could have bombed them from the air on that$ position., This battalion made a
vopy brave move, it made contact with the Japanese and gharged with the old
Gettysburg oharge - Just got up and rem at them, It cost us some cusualties
and it cost the Jepanoss some casualties but we took the hill. If they had
mmmm»—.mmmmw-wm
told, we could have put srtillery and eir on them. We could hsve saved the lives
of some of our men 10% 4n this cherge. e wewe much superior in both edr and '

J‘Imﬁ

Now, the 27th Infentry was generelly in the positicn shown in Sketoh #1l.
They had these Japanese all engaged and there wesn't veny much chence of them
hitting the rear of the 35th Infentry cirels. umimm.umu
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ensircle the 228%h Japenese infantry without peying the cost of @ direct at-
tack, ¥From the 35th Infantry we sent one battalion straight through the jungle
on K retions with no line of supply to this position just south of the horses'
head, I¢s mission was to cut the supply treil of she 228%h Jep Infentry. We
know {¢ (the trail) left the beach road in the vieinity of the Peha River, OSince
it didn't cross any of the sabanas, we knew it had %o run through the jungle in
spproximately the same plages shown in Sketch 711 in order to supply the troops
in the areas shown,

The battalion of the 36th Infantry semt o the horses' head set up ea all-
around defensive position across the supply treil which proved to be in the
exaet place ocalculated, #e wabted to get astride of that supply trail which was
the trail over whioh they would retreat and over which reinforcements would have
to come, This unit got through the jungle and got im position, but never made
conthot with the enemy at eall. The Japs engaged at the frost, didn't realize
we had gone behind them., Now, we had the unit more or less surrounded. If he
had wanted to and had thought adout it, he sould have gotten out in the jungle
%o the south and moved eround us, It would have been a hard move, also he didn's
know we were on the supply trail, He stayed in the jungle defending to the
north. ¥ now sent elements of the 16lst Infentry and struck the 228th Japanese
Infentry in the flank, driving them in the direction of the block established
by the battelion of the 55th Infantry. (See Sketoh #11). When the 161st came
in t0 the flank of these unorganized Jepanese, they (the Japa) started to move
west, hmﬂ“ﬁmm-upwmtw.m“thm The first
unit hit by our 16lst Infentry were the only ones that were disorganized and
these disorganised fellows retreated running into the next Jap unit west of them.
All of them tried to pull out. (See Sketoh #12). They struck our block, the 35%h
Infentry, and ocouldn'$ get any farther. When they were out of the holes and
caves and had strusk our block, we congentrated five battalions of artillery
end shot juss shead of the 16lst Infantry, catching the Japanese adbove ground.
That artillery concentration catching the Japanese out of ¢aves, blew them all
to pieces. We couldn's count the bodies as they were too badly blown apars.
¥e found heads, arms, legs, but they were mostly blown to bits. We had hit them
" with five battalions of artillery in a very, very small spsce. The 161st In-
fantry had very little trouble driving them west. The 35th Infuntry had less as
e high oliff held the Japs from breaking to the south, but the 27th Infantry had
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A% two o'alock in the morning, hcs'wuuiun;ak';u. Again they
d4dn's coordinate their atteck. They didn't use brainwork. They made an ag-
tack direstly down that treil, struck the block of the 27th Infantry. Here
there wes a certain amount of panic, Our men got & bit alarmed when the Jepan-
ese come hollering Banzai and charging at two o'cloek in the morning. They
got way hysteria, shell-shook, or whatever you want to call it., A couple of
our men broke, started to yell and run sway, They started to run back toward
the west, and there was nothing there to hit but Japanese. We had a couple of
good non-goms in there and the non-coms got up and grabbed these men and shook
them into conssiousness or into unconsciousmess, I don't know whichj at any rage
the line held, If those two non-gcoms hadn't taken hold of that situation very
quickly, there might have been disorder and the whole of the 228tk Jap Infantry
eould have escaped, and we would have had to fight them elear along the coast,
The panic of two or three men would have completely wrecked all the goed work
that had been done had 1% not been for the prompt action of the two or shree
ROn~coms.

“hen the panie bdroke, there was a sepgeant or & gorporal, and two men holde
ing that whole trail., All three of them wers wounded. Their light machine gun
was knooked out of agtion, but they stayed in position and fought with hend
mcn_drtnu. Finally, the senior one sent & message back to the platoon
. leader telling of the situation, stating that the panic had broken theve =nd
thas nothing was lef$ thers but & broken light maohine gun and three wounded
men, One of the wounded mem went back and $he othsr two men fought with hand
grenades and dayonets and held bdagk several times thelr number of Japanese.
The Japs didn's ge$ through, The 228tk Jap Infantry was blown to bits.

The Jap 124th Infantry really put up a fight and didn't give ground at all.
They stood right in their position and fought. We kept closing in on them and
they would get panicky and ehaprge our lines, but they didn't organize their
forges. They charged by small groups here and there, which would get shot up quite
vadly., We thinned our limes to the northeast; thinking they would try to get
out on the other side, About 30 men broke ous on our side sthrough the gaps
where we were holding the lime thinly. These 30 mem oreated quite some disturbance.
They first attacksd the 35th Infantry Commend Post, They disorganized this oommand
post and then went back imto the jungle. Then they attecked an artillery battery
and put 1t out of commission for a while. There is & peint about all-around
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defense. The 35th Infantry Command Post had to have it, They weren't as well
organized as they should have been, but they got through all right. When they
(the 30 Japs) had the artillery battery upset, they went back and attacked the
25th Division Command Post, which created quite a bit of confusion., All of the
men did as they pleased. The 25th Division Command Post was not properly organ-
ised for all-eround defense as each man didn't know what he was supposed to do.
Some men ran behind boxes ard returned the fire, others hid under palm leaves,
gm»wu.eguw-agao. Some jumped into slit tremches thinking it wase
an air attack, There's no question about it, that was just excitement. Onme
sat in his tent and continued to typewrite. He showed a lot of coolness, if
that is what he should have done. It is rather couragecus for him to sit there
and eontinue to typewrite while all this firing was going om around the Command
Post., These 30 Japs disrupted the Command Post and them went back into the
Jungle and jumped on sn ammunition dump., The smmunition dump was not organized
for defense either. They were not scoustomed to have Japanese jumping on top
of them clear back there in the jungle. The Japanese will infiltrate through,
whether on offensive or defensive, Be ready to meet them. See that each man
knows what part of all arcund defense he ought to take, See to it that eaech

./ msm knows his job.

8t111, the 124th Japanese Infantry wes holding out. However, the 228th

Japanese infantry was eliminated. _

!-gnguﬁ:.?-ﬁngoﬁ%uﬂgu»a-wﬁguﬁ%
far. They weren't able to get down that gulch, with the preeipitous sides, to
got the Japanese out of thers. They didn't know that there was a reserve unit
in rear of the Jap lines, but they did know we had & hole in that line, The
Japanese held the high ground in back of their line overlooking their main line
of resistance in the gulch and ditech., We went down to the 2nd Marine Division
CP and discussed a new scheme of maneuver. 1ihis time we talked the new scheme
over and decided that as leng as they couldn't teke the ravinme frontally,to
surround them es we did the 124th Jap Infantry. The 2nd Marine Division de-
atszgzﬁ:ﬁﬁar.fHF.{F....G-&E:#%
high ground. (See Sketch 13). As this sttack progressed, the Marines made con-
taoct with the Jap reserve unit and a fight started, When the Japs in the gulch
heard the fighting to their rear, they immediately became concerned.

The Japanese High Command had told them to hold their positions at any
cost. That played into our hands with the Japs 124/th Inf. and enabled us to
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g0 ahead and surround them., It played into our hands in surrounding the
228th Jap Infantry. The 228th Jap Inf. hed disobeyed orders but only after

a struggle. Here the Jap 4th Infantry disobeyed the orders just as soon as they
heard fighting back of them. They started rumning down the ravine to the north,

We started moving 37's into the high ground to shoot right down that diteh. As
they were climbing out of their defense caves and were running down the ditch,
we piled the ditch full of deed Japanese. As those in the precipitous gulech
plled out of the guloh into the ditech, we got them too, The ones we didn't get
right in the diteh started to go down the corridor and we got them in consider-
able mmbers., Some got out of the ditch and got back to the rear. They all
hed to leave the gulch and ditch because they couldn't get food or water. —

How, we figured on pushing straight west, down the corridor with the 2nd
Marine Pivision, having gotten by the most difficult line. We thought the going
wonld be a little faster now. It was, we had guessed right. We thought the 2nd
Narine Division would go faster than the 25th Division which was in better
physical condition. The 25th Division had to travel through difficult terrain
for e distence of six miles, The 2nd Marine Division had only 6,000 yards te
travel over relatively easy terrain. (See Sketeh #14). )

We had instructed them (2nd Marine Division) to cover their left flank
successively by taking units in back of the front and shooting to the scuthwest
to make sure that the left flank was covered against an attack by the Japanese
from the south, As they pushed forward, they had to go into a box shape, Our
plan involved having the 27th Infantry attack to the west, south of the 2nd
Marine Divisioni. The 16lst Infantry was not heavily engaged in driving the
228th Jap Infentry into the pocket and they were in a position to jump off teo
the west to cover the flank of the 27th Infantry and put out the Jap artillery.
Now, our 27th Infantry and our 16lst Infantry had disposed of the 228th Japanese
Infentry. The 27th Infantry went forward with its attack and aimed right in
through the line. (See Sketech #15). The idea was to surrcund the Japsnese be-

fore the Japs got away in fromt of the 2nd Merine Divisien, We wanted to head
them off with the 27th Infantry. Therefore, we had to get ahead of them and get
a line (See Sketeh #15) facing back east. That line had to protect its rear the
same as the 35th Infantry had to do. So we sent the 27th Infantry to head the
Japanese off. As we moved forward, the 6th Marines and the 182nd Infantry lost
conteot in the jungle. We, therefore, had to take the reserve of the 2nd Marine
Division, the 147th Infantry, to fill the gap between the 6th Marines and the
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and the 182nd Infantry. The Marine Division wes supported throughout by their
organic artillery and the Americal Division Artillery. 14th Corps was supported
by the 14th Corps Artillery, the 25th Division by the 25th Divisien Artillery.
The Americal Division also gave artillery support for that action with the 124th
u-—.g.

As the 27th Infantry moved forward in their attack to pocket these Japs,
slements of the 182nd Infantry which were passed through by the 27th Infantry
camo back into reserve of the 2nd Marine Pivision and reconstituted the reserve,
The 27th Infentry were going west (See Sketch #15) when they struck a Japanese
reserve shich must have been the 230th Jap Infantry or 229th Jap Infantry. It
was never identified. The 27th Infantry did a very fime job, it didn't become
entangled with that reserve, but put a small force in there to contain it and
went right ahead. We shot north here with the 27th Infantry and established
our line along the Pohg River driving out elements of the 29th Japanese Infamtry.

¥e established our line facing north and northwest (Line A) to keep the Japanese
from coming in on the rear of Line B. (See Sketeh #15). The Japsnese in the 2nd

Marine Division box were elither killed or drivem out when cur lines were there
in that position shown on Sketch #15. As the 27th Infantry and the fth Marines
got there, they were very close together with the Japanese in between. The 27%h
Infantry was along the south.

That unit which was being contained by the 27th Infantry decided it was time
for them to move before other of our forces got in on them. They broke contact

with our units and went through the jungle under cover of daerkness someplacge else.
_\ﬂﬂwgaﬁs!l&nﬁgzﬂn%iglg:%
through the jungle to cover the flank of the 27th Infantry, was told to establish
a series of all-arcund defenses and to continue to cover the flank of the 27th Inf,
(S8ee Sketch #15)., From these defemse poste, they are somewhat separated, it
was necessary to send patrols out between them ss some Japanese might be coming
out of the jungle to intercept the supply rosd in the rear of the 27th Infantry.
Tie ran a jeep road there (See Sketch §#16) and that road had to be covered with
a series of all-around defense positions. Now, all of those circles mecording
to the British reports should be in close contaet. However, the British were on
%ﬁo defensive and we were on the offensive., Hotice the similarity of the method
that we used in covering that flank and the similarity of the study of the British
.--gw»on the Malayan operation. We didn't know anything about Cirecular 55
when we undertook this operation., We have all-around defense to cover the supply
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road to the 27¢h Infentry and to cover the flank of the 27th Infantry. We
spread out our defense forces somewhat, but we didn't expect any force of Japs

to strike es the British were expecting in Malaya. If the Japs hit one de-
fensive position, we would counter-attack with two others. If we got engaged
we would have to take a reserve from Corps or Divieion as the Havy hed decided
to pull cut from this island the 2nd and 8th Marines. We had to get ready to
turn loose the Marines. We still had some reserves to come up here snd protect
this movement, We also had some 2nd Marine Division reserve to reconstitute
their reserve as the 27th Infantry moved up. The 16lst Infantry had patrols

in between their 1-1@4- of defense to attack any Japanese coming through between
them. We could counter-attack from these positions and drive them off. We had
covered the supply routes to the 25th Division and also covered the flanks and

ﬁ_iL’?..r of the 27th Infantry.
Now, we had a few Japanese between the 27th Infantry and the éth Marines.

We drove the 229th or 230th Jap Infantry out end we still had the Japanese 124th
Infantry holding out. The artillery of the 25th Division and the artillery of
the 2nd Marine Division as well as the Americal Division all had been trying to
get these Japanese. The 6th Marines and the 27th Infantry were squawking to
Corps to stop the other fellow's artillery from shooting into their men.
Actually, our artillery didn't shoot into their own or friemdly troops. We had
to count on some artillery fragments from our own artillery hitting some of our
troops, and they did. Our men didn't like the fragments, but they just have to
realigze that it is impossible to fire close without their getting some fragments.
The Japanese got a lot more fragments than we do from our artillery. Fe told

the 27th Infentry in reply to their request to have the artillery cease shooting
into them, that we were sorry, but they'd just have to dueck their heads. Ve

had to shoot the Japanese. In order to get those Japs and not hit our own troops
with direct hits, we had to adjust the artillery in the Pacific Ocean and creep
in on the Japaness until we got them. (See Sketeh #16). Again the artillery did
very fine work. We got that bunch., Nearly all dead but we got them. We may

have gotten a few of our men wounded from our own artillery but we did the job.
A fow casualties but no deaths. We got some mortar fire from the Japs tmt not

m’ ¥
There were three types of artillery sdjustments I have given you, here is

the fourth one. When the lines are close together, you've got to shoot out be-

yond your line and creep back on it. That is, by shouting in the rear of the
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deaﬁn-lonmnﬂmiu back. It's not so unusual in the jungle fight-
ing to shoot in the middle and then spread out. 7The bombardment of the Jap 228th
Infantry was somewhat unusual, because we had to shoot in front of our 16lst

Infantry and ereep up on the enemy without hitting our trail block ocut in fromt
and without hitting the 27th Infantry on the north side. It took rather accurate

firing. After the bombardment of these people, we eliminated them.

Still the 124th Jap Infantry was holding cut. ¥e used a tremendous artil-
lery concentrstion on them. They made a series of panicky attacks. They made
a night attack, in which the Jap commander assembled a group of his lower com-
manders to issue orders, The verbal orders issued by the commander carried very
well., Our men did a very good piece of work there. Just before the Japs charged
to get out of that eircle, our men threw grenades in that crowd. They killed
quite a few., Out of this eircle, about 100 men got away safely. l.t couldn't
use® air bombardment because that unit was tco close in between our lines. While
there was a terrain feature on one side of the Jap 124th Infantry that the air
could adjust en, there was no terrain feature on the other side where we had
troops. The troops were toc close together to use the air on them anyway.

Now, in one of your training documents, it says the air service can more or
less take the place of artillery. That's not true. The air service cannot render
suppert in the jungle similar to the artillery. Air service can fire on a place
that's clearly marked by terrain features, Alr can render support when the enemy
is on the bank of a river. ¥For the air, the targets must be clearly marked out.

The air can do a fine job of counter battery. Artillery has to find e
elearing in the jungle to keep the projectiles from atriking the jungle trees
and exploding prematurely. Guns are pointed out of the small openings in the
jungle. These guns make a blast when they are shot. If an airplane is kept wp
on continuous air surveillance, with radio equipment, that plane can radio teo

. the bomber crew to come and get him I've found him, As far as close support in
Jungle sttack, they cannot give you that support except in cccasional cases,
some of whieh I have menticned.

Fe now figured we had about brokem wup the main Japanese resistance. The
Japanese High Command had made a mistske by telling the Japanese to hold teo the
last which sllowed us to surround them. If they had withdrawn to successive
positions, in the rear, we would have suffered a great many more casualties and
we Wouldn't have gotten the Japanese off Guadaleanal for many mouths instead of
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ﬂlm._l.lthlhpf_ a delaying action around the island, we could

have shortened the fight by using our mavy and air superiority to send an ex-
pedition to his rear snd cut him off from further retirement., This would have

shortened the length of that possible long campsign; however, it would not have
been as short as our operstions. Our estimate of the Japanese made it short,
we figured correctly as to what he would do. Vhen we captured the order saying
hold to the last, we knew for sure., And that pleased us immensely.

Now, remembering what our mission was, we couldn't afford to abandon the
air fields nor could we afford to neglect to proteect our supply installations
and besaches on which we were getting food and ammunition. Yet, we wanted to
get the Japanese off of Guadalcanal, We couldn't afford to forget what we had
to proteet, especially our airfields, for if the Japanese took them, they would
hndrwuduwﬁldhmlutm-tofthtmichmmmhdm
to date. We also had to be ready to meet any incoming Japanese reinforcements
that might be on their way. We pulled the 25th Division out to meet any Japanese
reinforcemeits and put them in the Corps Reserve to defend beaches, sirfislds,
ete., leaving elements to hold the Jap 124th Infantry. The 2nd Merime Division
continued the attack. W%e hoped the Japanese reinforcements would come in, but
they didn't.

Having whipped the Jap, we ordered the 2nd Marine Division up the cerrider
in pursuit., They had been told to advance with a battalion in the lead on a

comparatively large front., They were to have in front of thie battelion an ad-
vance guard, besides a series of flank guards to proteet their left flank,
That would require a good meany flank guards every thousand yards or every 500

yarde depending upon the thickness of the jungle.
¥e thought that we had whipped the main Japanese troops pretty well. The
Jap fought a delayihg type of action on the Mamara River, the same thing as on
the Pohe River, He had failed to defend a good position which he could have
defended. This all showed that the Japs were not going to land more troops and
as we go along we get further confirmation, They were fighting a delaying type
of metion close to their own supply bases and elose to landing beaches, If they
were sxpecting reinforcemeats, they would have held defemsively and yelled,
"come on with your landing party and your reinforcements,” But they didn't do it.
T The 6th Marines wers replaced by the 147th Infantry. The 147th Infantry
went down the corridor like a house a fire, They went so fast that the flank
guard couldn't keep up with them and as a result their flank was exposed,
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When they got near the Bonegi River, they ran into a good ambush., The Japs
were up in the jJungle on their flank. The Japs were scross the Bomegi River
with an outpost on our side of the river and had snipers up in the palm trees

uhu%n:?r. They were completely boxed in exeept for the Pacific Ocean. There
are no Japs in the Pacifio Ocean. (See Sketoh #17).

The 147th Infantry did a very nice job here, they got into a situation,
but they took it all right. They suffered a mumber of cesualties due to letting
their flank guard fall behind. They didn't replace it oftem enough, or maybe
they tried to rush too fast down the corridor. Better coordination was needed.
The 147th Infantry was in a bad situation, there were Japs on all sides, but
they didn't know where the main Japanese line was. To find the Jap line, a
detachment of the 147th Infantry weat up the flank near the Pacific Ocean. The
Japanese let them go past their (the Jap) outpost and didn't even open up on
them. Our men jumped behind a gravel bar and kept on watehing until they lo-
cated where the fire was coming from. Across the Bonegl River, fimally, a
Japanese machine gun nest on the loft was located. With observation straight
wp the river, the patrol could see the edge of the jungle where the main line

was located. Our detachment kept watoh wp there until they got the location of
the main 1ine and located the Jap left flank accurately. Part of the detach-
ment slipped out in_te ocean, came around the Japanese cutpost position and
brought information back, They then directed mortar fire on the left flank of
the Japansse position, putting out the machine gun nest. The first shot with

e 60mm mortaer was a hit., Actually it was 10 yards short but hit in the water
and the fragments sprayed beautifully up on the bank. The second was 15 yards
short, and the third shot was a direct hit. We put the mortar fire on there to
get the rest of the detachment out. The regimental reserve weat to the rear,
struck the flank of this Japanese resistance which was infiltrating om our posi-
tion, Part of them went off on a tangent, crossed the Bonegi River on the
upper reaches, and came down on the enemy mein defensive positions. The Bonegl

was unfordsble down below, but while we were making the flank movement, they
engaged the Japanese 20 yards scross the Bonegl River. (8ece Sketeh #17).

Now, as this flanking detachment came down, having located the Japanese
main line defenses, we put six battalions of artillery on these defenses from
south to north as our envelopment moved in. The six battalions of artillery
shot, in effect, a barrage to the right of cur envelopment which was moving on
a narrow front. It was quite successful. The Jspanese held the positions two
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4ys and one night, Evidently, they had intended to hold it until the second
Mtﬂﬂ%mﬂ“*#uwowmumm.
There wis « coconut, plantation right {i the vear of the jungle where they were
located, so they o 141 safely cross the plantation if they withdrew during
the day. A few tiled to withdraw through the jungle and through the cocomut
plantation. Oir artillery caught these fellows going through the cocomut planta-
tion and most of them were killed, The others held the position to the last.
Now, you remember, we left the 124{th Japanese Infantry still sewed up in a
posket. They had been graduslly reduced with artillery fire. Finslly a Osptain
7}"&}htb)ﬁthllfm:ﬁthuuwm.g_uﬁnhhupthoutonm. It
was bard to move a tank up there, They are not used in jungle warfare. But we
put 4t in the Jungle to get the 124th Jap Infantry. It continued to move, but
it just eravwled, just barely moved alomg., We covered the tank with our infantry
so they couldn't ghoot at the drive sprocket, track pins or something that would
cauge it to halt., They drove that tank around in there and drove right up to

~ each one of these little Japanese dugpute and shot a 37mm gun into the holes. In
one case, we came go close to the Japanese ground hog hole that we couldn't de-
press the gun sufficiently to shoot the gun into the hole, We had to back away
a fow yardp to hit the Jap. %e eliminated the Japanese a little quicker with the
tank. They had no antitank weapone to kmock it out, They had ome antitenk gren-
ade that ve know of, It;nadthotjpo.thnthtdmmtown. The Japanese
got exeited and just pulled ome, so it didh't go off, The tank hurried up the
disposal of the 124th Japanese Infantry, nithough we had them anyway. We had
them surrounded, they couldn't get any food or water and it would have taken just
a little longer to reduce them without the tamk. As it was, they held out twenty
one days.

The 147th Infentry was relieved by the 16let Infantry. The l6lst Infantry
bad only been in action asgainst the 228th Japamese Infantry against the flank
after a heavy bombardment. They started going toward Cape Esperence in good
shape.

We wondered as the 16lst Infantry started the trip up there, if the Jape
would eontinue to fight a delaying amction, It might take years to whip them if
they kept fighting the delaying action, So, we had to get in boats and go around
behind the Japanese and hold them in place. Having decided on this plan we had
to make a reconnaigsance, We didn't want to land againgt heavy Japanese



resistance. We sent #, patrol out to see if the Marovove Bay was oceupied by
the Jaupsnese. The patirocl sent from the Redar Station at Beaufort Bay go.t out
there end found that Lhe bay was not occupied., BSo, we sent out a covering
fores to ocoupy the bay. The patrol wae still watehing the bay, but the Jape
ocoupied the bay just u our covering force came up. Our covering force got
Mot up and wae mt%-nk and everything had to be done again. It was neces-
sary to recomnoiter ayain and select another bay. The patrol had been told
firet to go on a reconnaigsance and find out where the Japs were not. They
mede their report, following instructions explieitly, but Ge3 of Corps had
failed to transmit the first wmessage to Assistant G-3 and when Assistant G-3
got the report he said, "We don't care where they are not, we are fighting the
Japs, go back and find out where they are." The patrol engaged the Japanese
and that's why the covering force got shot up, There is an exawple of the mis-
take of not trangmitting messages, of not transmitiing information, of not
transmitting the data. G-3 had not told Assistant G-3 what he wanted and they
got balled up and the covering ferce got shot up. The patrol found another

,_wa unoccupied and we put the covering force in there, A battalion of the

132nd Infantry reinforeced by a battalion of 75mm pack artillery of the 2nd
Marines went around end landed., (See sketoh #18,) This force was to advance
up the shore successively until they struck a defile and struck sufficient
Japs to stop them. They marched up here in a fine way. (Cee sketeh #13,)

They held a defile between the mountains and the sea and prevented the Japanese
from escaping. The Japs were Just fighting a delayling action all arcund,

The 16lst Infantry crossed the Unasani River with but little resistaice
from the other gide., In this ntt.a.ck by the 16lst Infantry, we notified the
Navy that we thought the Jeps would withdraw from the island, On the night of
February lst and 2nd, in ecame 20 Japanese destroyers, The abandored small boats
left out in the water the mext morning indicated rather plainly that the Japs
were carrying on with an evacuation and not reinforcement operation. Some had
been evacuated by submarine snd it was evident that supplies had been brought
ip by submarine. FRussell Island natives, 50 miles west of Cuadalcanal, reported
that 800 Jape had moved from Guadaloanal to Fussell Islands in sampens and in a-
few days left Russell lslands. They were evacvating troops by sawpans, de-
stroyers and submarines. On February 4th and 5th, they brought in more destroy-
ers, and we don't know how many sampans and submarines. There were a lot of
small boats left drifting which indicated they were in a hurry to get on the
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bosts and get away besore the Navy could eateh them. Um the nighte of Febru-
ary 7th and Sth, they left the bopte out there on the wgber again end lst in
Qestroyers. Ye attacked thege destroyews with PT boats and suffered rather
heavy cgsuslties.

Mnhnk.ludhmanhmymth_uﬂneloﬂmwnton!‘cbru-
ary 9th. There was nothing left but a fow Japanese on the lzland, That wae
ﬁ;u.u-hmldhmmtm. All the Generals got away, all the rank-
ing officers got away. But that doesn't eay that the Liecutenants got away, or
thnclptn:l.ng or the Majors, they didn't, Ve got the Majors, Captains, and
Lieutenants and even sowe lLisutenant Colomels, So you see, these senior offi-
cers are a little gafer than the junior officers,

Here are some of the lessone taught by the campaign. The Jap prisoner is
valuable but hard to get. They are brought up to think we are heathen, that
we punigh, tear and cut to pieces all our prisoners. However, once captured,
thoy talk quite freely., If they don't talk, we, of course ask them gquestions
such as, "What's your name?" and "Where do you come from?" Gemerally, thoy
will answer that correctly, but if we find they are not speaking truthfully,
we tell them we will send their names back to Japan., Then, they open up for
they know that if this happens, their families are pinished and persecuted for
the disgrace caused by the surrender of father, brother, or son. Few of our
m-u;tgkuprimrhythohpe.‘bﬁtmofourmuhombunuptursd
napullndmdodlnuturninstom_rlma. Heuid&:anpoh;dtrcutod
hin well and given him figh and rice to eat, the same food that they ate. He
was not persecuted or mistreated in any way, but escaped because he grew tired
of a steady diet of fish and rice. This case, however, is the exception to
&m rule. The Japanese do not usually treat prisoners so well,

T When patrolling, don't be moisy and dom't bunmch up., I recall going up to
the pocket where the 124th Jap Infantry had been, tc view shat was left of one
of our 10-men patrols. This patrol had evidently started out in good formation
but committed one or both of the errors just mentioned. The leading men had
stopped to look sround and since it seemed pretty safe, the remainder also
stopped to have a look in pretty mmch the same spot. The Jap machine gun, sited
30 yards away, wouldn't fire on one or three wen but ten men all within a radius
of ton feet were a good target. Don't take that chance.

o One of our reconnasissance patrole saw a Japanese patrol operating in thie
manney., Two Japs crawled on all fours down a trail, followed at some distance
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by the main patrol. if the two leading Japs were attacked, the rest of the
utvﬂuﬂdulqnt“ﬂ.wcﬂptm”mmﬂuym
srined the desd bodies. Our men oauld thus be killed or captured, Nore than
1ikely, the Japs wanted to take prisoners. '

After we had taken the Bonegi River po-:luoa, we put out another patrol
.-giammumnmmuthn. The patrol had found some documents
ln‘rur of the captured position and were examining them in a compact little
group as C=3 and 1 cawe up to see what was going on. Gathered in a small cirecle,
they were o;nlining pietures taken from dead Japs of Burmege or Javanese girls
in different stages of dress - or undress. Thay should not have congregated in
such a group for any reason, so we gent them on their way -- dispersed. I be-
ing the senior officer, took the best looking pictures.

_Here ave several points of imterest to all ramks. [The Japanese shoot a
«25 caliber rifle which sounds like a ,22 long. They are hard to locate as
they produce very little -nh.:; Their heavy machine gun is slow-firing and is
not as good as our heavies. luhwf_l_l;ht_u@}mmupdum
At 30 or 40 yards, their lights shoot a pattern the sisze of s big wastebasket,
while ours will make a very emall pattern. However, this gun has a high cyelic
rate.

Always prepare alternate podtim. When the Japs are close to you, don't
Mttnlthtuapodﬂm:hiahmm.oempiﬁalldqylnghrth--hp
then knows where you are and will bayonet you or drop a grenade on you after
nightfall. The 2nd Marines had a listeming post outeide the line with two men
in the position in a foxhole. They failed to have an alternate position fox-
hole into which men would get at nicht, They could have gotien out of the hole
and into the open. They didn't, and the Japs sneaked out that night and bayon-
etted ther both,

In general, we had to take prisoners by force. If they didn't have malarie
or disentery or were not dipabled, we had to bushwack them, jump on them and
overpower them. You don't need wany, but a trickling of prisoners is necessary
from all over the fromt, in order to get the onemy dispositions. Ve had to
physically jump on them and knock thom out without killing them, all this at
considerable risk to ourselves. A very fow voluntarily surrendered from the
pocket of the 124th Jap Infantry. When the Gth Marines at the Poha River were
sbout to pase through the 25th Division, one prisoner came in in broad daylight
singing "Tiperrary" in English, le walked right into the 6th Marine Command




Post. %e questioned him, he had been back there for several days, "Now, my
friend, or my enemy, or whatever you are, what have you been eating all this
M_,-Mun”mpmmrmr- In his broken English, he said, "I
ptup.ht’hnuhtundutinﬂuﬂfﬁuu'lunnh!.l.thqutlnthodsr-
time,." Bo:tlutmwhtnhosothhroﬂ.

© X I ghowed you the different combinations of the Japanese type defensive
position, It might be like the porcupine nest in the ravine half way up the
precipice. They are hard to attack. It is hard to go down the ravine with
caves dug in the sides of the ravine with an opening so very small., We ought
%0 have a weapon so that when we locate them, we could put them out with one
or two cracks, to knock them out, There were no bagookas in Cuadalcanmal. 1
don't know whether they would have gone off against the side or the top of a
Jap dugout, and if it didn't, it wouldn't get them. There is a question
whether the basooka will go off in soft dirt with loge wixed in. 4An ordmance
officer on the general staff thought they could be made to go off and pene-
trate the side of the boxes. If there is nothing else to knock them out with,
you can always knock them out with artillery. The old type 37 breaks down into
loads, but we couldn't get this new type 37 through the jungle. You can knock
out the pillboxes with direct fire, but an artillery concentration doesn't
clear out a porcupine defense, it just throws fragments eround and doesn't hit
all the boxes. mnluumwbo;thohnoku. un,uu.mtrullmin
the front lines as sccompanying guns.

" In comelusien, I want to tell you one more story. Wile I was on National
Cuard duty in Alsbama, I went quail hunting with a farmer; the dog stood the
qndliﬂmrmmrmmcuuﬁum-mwmmmw
ground. I essked him if he was going to shoot those quail rumning on the ground
thet way. "Hell, no" he said, "I'm going to walit until they bunch up." 1
gave you an example of bunching up. I could give you dogsens of them, I want
to say one of the most important things in jungle fighting is the command ex-
ercised by the squad leader, mext by the platoon leader, next by the Company
Commander. mmu‘--mm-mmm'uphymm. They are just like
that covey of quall, they get exeited and want to bunch up, They think it is
safer to get together, but that's the wrong idea.

‘ The squad lesder when he is in the front line in the attack has got to
control his squad, When he ls in the fromt line, he must not continue to shoot
as & private, When you get the alarm to go out and defend against infiltration,
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organize like the infantry. You must have a responsible leader for every sec-
tor of the fromt. ?hatlndormtlookmundwdmthltthomohu‘tst
the right tu'pt and keep looking for the Japanese, don't let them sneak in

your squad 'hﬂ'n the squad is shooting in ome direction. You keep looking
around and don't let them sneak in from the flank. The platoon leader can't

goe all his platoon, and the squad lsader can't see all hie squad. It would
be better to split the squad and give half to second-in-command and half %o
himpelf, Nake him use his brain. ¥%e can whip the Jape if we use our brains.
They don't use theirs so well, so we can outsmart them. Every man has to take
care of his command. No higher commender, or the Divigion Commander ean help
you when you are out there in the jungle by yourselves., You are on your own

-~ and you have to control your men.

Our patrols were too moisy. They talked too loud. HNatives were sent out
with our men as leading elements. Pretty soon, they wanted no more of our men
because they were too noisy. They even laughed out loud.

e used the bayonet comparatively very little, ihen you have a gun why
stop to stick sgomebody when all you have to do ie pull the trigger. 1t is very
useful though., In one case 18 or 20 Japs from the 124th Jap Infantry got out
of the pocket and started to beat it tv the rear. A patrol was sent out to kill
these men. The Japs didn't know they were coming. The patrol leader used ex-
ceptionally good sense. The Japs got strung out. When the patrol caught up
with them, they decided not to shoot. The patrol wemnt forward and caught 1 and
2 at a time and killed them with bayonets, from the rear to the front.

4 Coast Artillery OF in Hawail soon after December 7th reported a large
and extensive air battle over that point. It was raining and foggy, yet they
said it was an air battle. &etunllyitusagnatmmhorotmxrmph!u
coming back from recomnaissarce, clearing their guns. Report got baek to head-
quarters and the sirforee was ready to take off. Report only the facts you
know,

A Fleld Artillery OP in Ihuii reported that a battleship was off a cer-
tain point, The report went all the way back and got to the Ravy. The Navy was
getting ready to fight and telsphoned the 24th Division to verify it. The 24th
Division troops couldn't find any battleship. They went up to the OPF and had
the artillery observer point out the battleship and it was a lighthouse on
Kaena Foint., Report what you know., Don't draw conclusions.

The Marines were running a reconnaissance patrol around Oshu. One boat

—
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®
hit a reef and sprung a leak and they sent word they would have to come in to

the bemch, "Don't shoot ns," The guard reported that he saw the boat coming.
The battalion emsssnder seid all right, Wadl his to esws in, Pretty soom it
got back to Divieion that the Narines have a battalion in such-and-such a bay
and that they want to practice landing operations. 4n error in transmittal.
- M;nomﬂwwoa,u-u‘hhmwrwmmaorm.
When the 27th Infantry was moving thpough we were prepared for defense on the
flank of the 27th Infantry. %e should have been prepared all around., Every
establishmwent must have all-around defense. You don't know where the enemy is
coming,

It says in 7C 55 (British), don't upe wire cormunication, The best con-

t - sunication we had was wive. They were on the defensive in Malaya. The Jape
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could follow the wire into their position and eliminate them, But on the of-
fensive use wire. Ve ean follow their wire. Going through the jungle, you've
got to have a limited objective attack, If you are wmoving along and meet the
enenmy, you have got to do something quiekly. After lines are established you
do have time to lay wire, You have got to loecate your objective at which you
gain control again, It is very seldom that you can turn & unit looge in the
Jungle., We always kept up communication with wire until the pursuit started
and even then until we ran out of wire.

— We took 300 prisoners. They gave scourate information of Jap positions.
lmpﬂmummmmuf&rﬂmma—dmﬂ-ubukh

Japen that they had been captured. As this is a disgrace to the family at home
for one of their men to be captured, the prisoners would always talk eo as not
to disgrace their family,

ihlthiagmmllqdhlmtto;nmminthmhhlmm
of command. BHNen are often spread out and command must be taken over by platoon
leaders and sergeants. In the attack on the revine, we had one company that
got up on a hill where they found a very fine water spring. It looked perfectly
good. It wasn't. The whole company had to be withdrawn the next day with
dysentery.

We are instructed and organized in combat teams. This iz not the only way
of fighting, We used one combat team operation in this maneuver. That was the
water movement of the reinforced battalion of the 132nd Infantry. Other than

that one operation, artillery wap used naseed.
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