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CONFERENCE
Presented by Col Temple C., Holland, Infantry

THE NEW GECRGIA OPERATION

I shall divide my talk into the following four parts:

" (1) General observations relative to the training of my regiment, the
145th Infantry, prior to entry into combat and other factors which influence
any operation in the South Pacifie. '

(2) The overall picture of the New Georgia éperation.

(3) Narrative of the operation as it was carried ocut.

(L) My conception of the prinéiples of jungle operations against the
' Japanese. : , .

PART I o |

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

On or about November 15, 1942, I assumed command of the 145th Infantry
of the 37th Divisicn, then garrisoning the Fiji Islands. Without boring
you with details, I'll cover our training by saying that we early decided
on the following principles for jungle combat:

First, Contact and conbrol,ére paramount both in importance and in
difficulty of achievement,

Second,Discipline and physical development in all ranks must be Prussian
- in its thoroughness. o

Third. Every possible item in jungle operations, even to include. me
items of minor tactics, must be developed into an S.0.P, wt'ch 3
would work night or day - in the jungle or in the open.

Fourth.All training to be conducted along the line of the ccmbat team;
"that is, the rifle squad with its BAR - the rifle platoon with
a light M,G, - the rifle company with its platoon of Heavy M.G, -
and so on, All attachments were automatic when the units:
moved into the field. However, upon development for combat,
all such attachments automatically ceased and heavy weapons
reverted to the control of the Battalion Commander, unless
otherwise ordered. - ‘ -

~The final result was that by early spring, 1943, this regiment was

capable of and did make, a fifty mile march through the jungle in thr?e days -
carrying with it - all weapons, save the 37-mm, one unit of fire, and suffi-
cient rations for the journey. The entire march was harassed night @nd day
by urits of the Fiji Independent Commandos, who acted as the enemy. -These
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Commando units were composed of native Fijians led byVNew Zealand officers
and N.C,0.s. : ' '

About the last of March, we were moved to Cuadalcanal foﬁ garrison and ‘
staging preparatory to the New Georgia Operation, - :

- Tojo gave us his first attention as we landed and bombed one ship, but
fortunately only one man was slightly wounded and practically no ca¥go was
lost., However, it was a good experience and let the men realize that we
weren't playing for peanuts from there on out, Their heretofore
lackadaisical approach to foxhole digging was suddenly transformed into one
of the most efficient.dirt moving projects I have ever witnessed, so that
we were soon settled into a base camp with defenses dug in and .manned.

Now.here, I thought, was the golden opportunity for perfecting our
battle technique. There were still a few Japs on the island, we had the
actual battle grounds of the canal over which we could rchash the tactics
used, and in brief, get ready to move in on ‘Tokio without delay.

The next few daYé, however, demonstrated the error of my estimate of
. : i N . . .

‘the situation. ‘

First, it required'about.five'huhdred men for manning;the &efenses ard
for interior patrolling. '

Second, over one thousand men were ofderéd'to bivouac near the beach
and uhload cargo from boats. - ’

Third, the remainder of the Quﬁfit went on police, malaria control
and salvage. S

" It"was all very necessary work, there's no questioﬁ about it, but to

a combat commander, it was mcst discouraging.

I could talk for hours. on the heartbreaks and disappointments that are
the lot of a combat outfit on an advance base, but shall sum it up by saying:
If your outfit isn't trained when you get there, it never will be. Another
point to remember is that all operations in the South Pacific are controlled
by the Navy, so in accordance with Navy procedure, you must never be sur-
prised to awaken some morning and- find that some company or battalion of
your unit has been given secret and direct orders attaching it to another
organization for some operation or other; and when you call your chief of
staff to ask what the score is - he consoles you with the reply that it is
news to him also. ' g o

. PART II~

- THE_NEW GEORGIA OPERATION
One day in the lattéf ﬁartiqf*qune, 1943, I went to visit my 3rd

Battalion, and found that it had been attached to.the Fourth Marine Raider
Regiment and was preparing to embark for New Georgia. I asked to see a
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copyi-of-the: oroers, and on polng throuch this mass oftmateyial, I:giscevered
the following: : L

The 145thi Infantry was alerted in reserve for the New Geoprgia task
force consisting of the #43rd Infantry Division, the 4th Marine Raider .
Regiment, two Infantry Battalions and one Medium. Artillery Battalion from
the 37th Division, and various Naval base personnel, such as P.T. boat units,
A, A elements and Navy Seabee Battallons

On “D" day the follow1ng was to happen: (See Chart 3)

".The lOBrd Infantry, the Ath Marine Ralder Battallon together with Navy “
"base personnel were to land 51multaneously at: Vlru;Harbor,‘Segi Point ‘and
Wickham Anchorage. The Marine Raider Regiment, less one battalion, plus the
3rd Battalions of the 145th and 148th Infantry was to land at Rice Anchorage;
while the remainder of the 43rd Division moved: on Rendova Harbor, preparatory 2
to the invasion of New Georgia Island proper. The objective of the opera—
tion was to capture Munda airport on. New Georgia and to neutrallze’Vlla

Alrport on Kolombangara. : : . v 'm

Let's pause for Just a moment to take a quick look at the Jap defenses
of New Georgia. (See Chart 4) MNote: The arrows along the southern perimeter
of ‘the!'islands, These represent Jap pillboxes with, 1nterlocking fire of
- various weapons sited in beach protection. Note: The .organized strong
p01nts along the hills overlooking Lambeti Plantatlon and Munda area. ™ -
‘Note:: The dual:.purpose guns represented by .the gun silhouette.
Note:[ The two main supply dumps represented by the conventional. sign.
Note: The additional troop bivouacs represented by the conventional gign
for Infantry. -~ - .— The -shore batteries in the vicinity of Bairoka Harbor, o
Now back to the operation. With some false starts and alteratlons, the plan
proceeded as scheduled, one exception being that the Lth-Marine Raider
‘Battalion was pulled. out from Segi and returned .to its Peglment for the Rice
Anchorage Operation. In general, progress was satlsfactory. The Rice .
Anchorage Force, riding on destroyer transports, landed during darkness on
a very narrow, short. beach, under fire of four Jap shore batteries. (See
. Chart . 4) . The destroyers. furnished .fire proteotlon until the landlng was é!@y
completed and then w1thdrew without loss. . ... . i+ L g T

G The Rendova landlnw was completed in splte of a Jap bomblng attack and
‘some spirited: shooting by the. few Jap defenders. . The sad part of this action
15 that-after the beachhead was. consolidated ‘and all the equlpment of .the
! uriit’s. had- been properly placed, -the men lined up for chow, Jjust as they were

iaccustomed to do on maneuvers, A sudden Jap air raid hit. this scene. and
exacted approximately three hundred casualties, A good many observers decided
. then that they had observed enough, but in the generul exodus of boats, etc,
the Japs struck again, getting anwng other things, the troop ship MacCauley.

Events now moved -along sw1ftly enough The plans'for cont inued A y
‘operation called for: (See Chart, L) SR S : -

. Firsty the Rice Anchorage Force.to move south to Enogalflnlet and froml
there to Bairoka Harbor' and thence- down the ﬁunda~Ba1roxa Trall to. cut. the |
,Jepmcpmmunlcatlons with Kolombangara, In pursuarce of thlS ml551on the 3rd
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Battalion, 145th Infantrf was left at Rice Anchorage to secure the beach and
supplies. The 3rd Battalion, 148th Infantry was. ordered to meve south to
establish a road block on the trail leading to Munda, while the Marines
moved to Enogai to liquidate the Jap garrison there, -

The operation proceeded as planned until the Marines ran into diffi-
culty at Enogai where they struck a strong Jap position, which cost them a -
reported twenty-five percent casualties in thirty minutes. They' then with-
drew to a position northeast of Enogai where they reorganized and remained
in a position of readiness until the early part of August . The 3rd ’
Battalion, 148th Infantry, was halted in a location generally east of Enogai.
This left Bairoka Harbor and vicinity in the hands of the Japs until after
the fall of Munda, when the 25th Division moved North and in conjunction

- with ‘the Marines from Rice Anchorage, pushed the Japs off New Georgia Island.

Meanwhile on Rendova the 172d and 169th Infantry Regiments prepared to
move across to New Georgia. After some difficulty as to suitable beaches
and the loss of twenty-four hours, a landing was effected at Zariana. The
plan called for a move (See Chart 4) to the Bariki River and then an advance,
regiments abreast, to Lambeti Plantation. This to be followed by a sweep up
the beach to Munda Airport; where in conjunction with the Rice Anchorage
Force, attacking from the North, the Japs were to be "Driven into the sea."

The first resistance was encountered as the leading elements crossed

~ the Bariki River, a typical"Jap strong point covered the river crossing and

occupied the high :knolls around it,

For four daYé the two regimenté consolidated their landing and prepared
to attack, and on July 8th jumped off from the Bariki River Line.

During this period the remainder of the 1l45th Infantry was being infil-
trated to Rendova Island. I say "infiltrated! because there is no othér . .
neme for it - we werc moved up, Company and Battalion at-a:time, in anytling
that would float, as fast as it . became available, We had with us five units
of fire, and ten days' rations. o '

The two regiments of the 43rd Division after reducing. the initial strong
point were making slow progress along the Munda-Zanana trail = every step .
being a constant fight against logistics, jungle, mud and Japs. When they
reached the point "A" (Sge Chart L) forward progress had almost ceased and
the general situation was about as follows: - L

The two regiments were strung out in a single column along the trail
and were becoming rather intermingled. The Japs were on the offensive and
were raiding every night - all night, Some of our troops were becoming
hysterical and, I am sorry to say, using every subterfuge to:get back to the

~ beach where some boarded departing boats and later” had to.be roundad up from

all over the Pacific. I understand that they found a couple of them”even as

The“RiCQ“Aﬁchoragq;grdup was at a stalemate,

The artillery was generally dispoéed along the islands:southeast1of'
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'Zanana, (See Chart L) and were supportlng the ground actlon.f

The A3rd DlVlSlon ArtLllery was” supplemented 1n1t1ally by the medlum
battallon of the 37th:Dividién from Kokorana (See Chart 4) and by a battery
of 155 rifles locateéd on Rendova. Later the llght battalions of the 37th
Division were brought in-and placed on Rov1ana Island;. so that in. general
the: Infantr “as supported by fire, ovcrhead diagonally across the front,

‘ St 10 the front .The d1v1s1onal artillery was . charged

with dlrect'support ) The- 155 rifles were charged with keeping the slot betwee;

New Georgia and Kolombangara (See Chart 3) clear of _shipping, = The Navy and
:Air Corps bombarded: Lambeti, Munda, Vila and the surroundlng area, Altogeth-
er ‘it was.the best example of comblned alr navy “nd>art;llery‘snpporting

flres thet can be 1mag1ned

On July 9th a Reglmental Commander became a casualty and-I wes sent

“to:New Georgia to assume commend of the 169th Infantry Taking with me:
.enough of my staff and other: pcrsonncl to give'me liaison with all. unlts of
the new regiment, I 301ned tnem early on July lOth

Shortly after my arrlval “new operatlonal orders were 1ssued changlng

the orlglnal plan as follows (oec Chert Ly ».o ‘

‘ The l72d Infantry was. to turn and attack south to Lalana Beach, where
they were to.establish a new beachhéad. “ This would permit the. ldnc1ng of

elements. of the. 103d Infaniry and also would shorten the supply llne which

was becomlng guite long for hand ca rrylng.

My new regiment,-the 169th was to continue the attack toward Lambetl
and then to turn west with the l72d end 1034 for the move on Mundu

‘The l72d moved out on its new m1331on, leavwng the. 169th about in the
p051tlon indicated. by point "A® on the chart. Using 145th Infantry officers -

-as diaison, the 169th was soon gathered into 14,5th JInfantry S, 0.P, Combat
‘Blvouac, (See. Chart-1) -and the follow1ng day, we attacked.,

I want to dwell a bit on this initial attack for it has several p01nts

. of interest and it presents’a problem in jungle combat, our Solution of which,

I doubt will flnd one hundrcd pcrcent agreemtnt by the Infantry School
The problem brlefly statod is thls o o :‘>;;',’”. o

The Regimental combat team is now alone - and in this S.0. P. formation.
(See S.0. P Chart l) .

' VlSlblllty is: llmlted to about twenty fcet 1n any derCthn

The supply and wirse communlcatlons have becn completelv cut off by Jap

Csnipers and:M.G. groups, and also, by a"small warndering battallon of . Japs,

who, incidentally, have blundered 1nto the advance Division C. P ~ a story
within itself. . .

Supply is by paraChute._
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The men are jitbtery and the Regiment is slightly less than fifty
percent strength. o e : o

The Japs ére-attacking every night, all night, but cannct be located
during the daylight. ' , :

4 study of photographs show that somewhere close by, there should be
a large Jap strong point. : R L

A steady toll of casualties is piling up énd each time anyone moves,
it seems to be the signal for Jap mortars and M.G.!s to open fire,

The Regimental objective is Lambeti Plantation.

The question was: Should we accept our losses and sit tight while we
patrolled to accurately locate the Jap position, or should we move out' toward
Lembeti and develop the situation as we went along? : :

Our solution was: To move out at once, attacking terrain in the
direction of Lambeti but never to let ourselves get into such formation that
we were vulnerable from any direction. ‘

Our next problem, of course, was: What terrain to attack? We couldn't
see anything - the photograph showed nothing but jungle, and we were anything
but certain as to where we were. ¥e solved this, by firing an artillery
concentration at what we estimated to be 600 yards in the direction of
advance. We then sent the 3rd Battalion on a limited attack, straight at
that concentration. - :

We sent the 1lst Battalion swinging to the right, along what appeared
to be a ridge running generally in the direction of our initial objective.
In other words, we attacked, enveloping -to the right, the envel opment
swinging on an ar¢ of about 400 yards radius.

The 2d Battalion was moved in around the Regimental C.P. to wait in
reserve. e : ‘ .

The 3rd Battalion gained contact with the Japs early, but cornt.inued
to gain ground until it reached its ob jective. Here the artillery had
thinned the jungle somewhat, and the Battalion Commandcr telephoned that he
was at the foot of a small knoll and asked permission to take it. This
permission was granted. - S

Meanwhile the enveloping lst Battalion had run into trouble - not only
had they hit a. dug-in position head-on, but the Japs were counterattacking
from the southwest and the Battalion was definitely stopped. '

We sent the second ‘battalion to move up a thickly wooded draw, running
east and west between the lst and 3rd Battalions. (See Chart 4) - In other
words, we counterattacked the counterattack. This permitted the withdrawal
of the lst Battalion and put us back in the 145th Infantry Combat Bivouac
5.0.P.; 2hd in this position, we spent the most horrible night of- our
operation.  Words beggar description of those night raids by the Japs. They
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used thelr entire bag of - trlcks dual purpose guns, mortars, commando
tactics, yelling, screeching, hand grenades, knives; they even ‘moved in -
.loud speakers with phonograph records of battle noises, and set them up
within our areas. May 'it. forever be said to the crédit of those men of
that New England Regiment - they stood their ground ‘and kept their heads,
- killed what bthey could, and took thelr own losses 1n strlde.

A study of the sltuatlon convinced us that a large Jap strong: p01nt
. lay to our right front, a few hundred yards away (See Chart L), another
lay to our left front, a bit further away; but that the ‘ground to. our |
immediate front had boen partlally vacated by its garrison in meeting our
; envelopment - from the north :

, Actlng -on this assumpt:on, we attacked early the next mornlng, sending
‘the lst Battalion to skirt the south of the 3rd Battalion and capture what
appeared to be a piece of .commanding’ ground about five hundred yards to the
front. The attack,’ proceded by artillery and mortar preparation, succeeded
nicely. The Japs caught off base - not only gave us a hill overlooking both
of ‘their strong points, Lambeti Plantatton, and the Munda air strip, but
also a lot of MGs, mortars, ammunition and other material., I shall never *’
forget the thrill of that first view of Munda where we could count
.approximately two dozen Jap plones, which would never fly again, We spent
-the remalnder of the day closing up, cpnsolldatﬂng, dlgglng in, and other—
wise . gettwng ready to capitallze on our good luck.

i

. B fore. nlght fall, the Jap hcd realized hls error and was preparing

to rectlfy it. Long bcfore dark, we could s$ee columns of Japs moving in
from all directions, and here is where our artillery really enjoyed itself.,
They had begun, rtglstratlon immediately we had the observptlon, and when a
-column -was : spotted a concentration was galled for. One time, while I was.
llstenlng in I heard the observer call, "Righit 25," Thé Artlllery Executive -
Officer immediately countered with: "hat the hell - the effective radius

of one round is 30 yards, why the 25 yard shlft°" "Well " said the observer,
M mlSSLd one of* the llttle bastards." o :

That night, the Jap attempttd to retrieve ‘his position, but we were ‘
:ready for him, .The 105's boxed our forward hill on three sides, firing B
twice each hour at 1rregular intervals, with concentrations on call - all
about 300 yards from our trOOps Our mortars covered likely "pproaches,
and when the mad rush came that night, we gave them everything we had. = The
following morning on the hill itself, we buried 99 dead Japs including 6
officers and took our first prisoner, a Jap whose chest was completely torn
. open, but who was still conscious and able to talk. Unfortunately, our two
Neisi Jap 1nterpretcrs had been wounded and evucuuttd, S0 We hcd to ho;d
~our prisoner for later questioning by higher hoadquartors. ‘

- As we prepared fcr our next move poward.Lambeti - we received the

information that the Laiana Beachhead wes gstablished, and that we were to
.hold our present 0051t10n ptndLng the arrival of mere, troops, and the issuance
- of new orders.“.u, -

] Brltfly, what had transplred was: (See Chart 5) The XIV Corps had
assumed command of the operations and mOVed to Rendova Island . The lOBrd

~7= L "RESTRICTEL




RESTRICTED |
Infantry was moving in to the south of the 172d Infantry. The 145th
Infantry (less 3d Battalion) was moving in to relisve the 169th Infantry,
the remainder of the 37th Division (less one RCT) was moving in to the
north and rear of the 169th position, The 16lst Infantry (25th Division)
had arrived and was attached to the 37th Division for the operation.

I was ordered to reassume command of the 145th Infantry immediately
and effect the relief of the 169th., This relief was accomplished two days
later in broad daylight, under coweér of our mertars and all the artillery
we could beg, borrow and steal, '

The resulting order of battle and plan'for comtinuing the attack was
somewhat as follows: {See Chart 5) : : .

The 1,5th Infantry was to hold its®ground until the other units were
abreast of it, then the Corps, with Divisions abreast, was to push westward
to the sea, - : e ' :

The 145th moved first to get in column of battalions preparatory to.
jumping of f, and then for a week, we sat and took it. Took it especially
from the Jap mortars and dual purpose guns. Our casualties from this
source alone, averaged better than a dozen a day. We occupied our time,
replying as best we could, We studied air photos, we patrolled and we
shot with the artillery. Incidentally, we'd hit the jackpot ~occasiocnally,
and a Jap gun or ammunition dump would go up; but the situation early
resolved itself into the one shown on the chart (See Chart 5) and there it
remained for what seemed an eternity, Day after day, ertillery - naval,

"and air bombardment. preparations were fired and attacks were ordered. Day
after day units would almost reach their objective only to be stopped-and
forced to fall back,. Eight marine light tanks were brought ashore. Two .
of them broke down almost at once, but the remainder went in on the south .
‘sector and advanced several hundred yards before they were stopped and turned
back by Jap resistance. Four of them were then dispatched to help the
regiment on our right. ~They drove in without delay but two tanks became
hopelessly mired within the first hundred yards. The remaining two withdrew
to Laiana Beach, leaving the two casualties to become potential pillboxes
against us for any Jep who got smart enough to use them. We trained all our
heavy mortars-on them each morning, so as to be ready any time they became
unfriendly. ) : : S S o

It was during this week of waiting that we made the only offensive
use of our 37-mm guns. With much toil and lebor, we manhandled four guns
up to the front line. Wc then amused oursclves - sniping =t pillboxes in. the
two Jap strong points. : ' ’

I hope you can picturc the awfulness of this waiting. We would try to
help our neighbors, but ho matter how carefully we cooriiinated fires and
obtained ‘clearsnces, as soon as we opencd up, scmeome was certain:to yell,
"Por God's sake, cguit - your are shooting up my troods.! Generally'this was
due 1o the Japanese practice of firing mortars at any located point in our
area whenever any of our concentrations were brought down. Our new troops
were unable to distinguish this from our own artillery, and- the result was
just whet the enemy wanted: all our artillery would be stopped until every
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. gun could be . checkod

Flnally toward the end of this period,’ “we' were able to hclp the
" situation by sending our 2d Battalion arcund (See Chart 5) the 161st
Infantry to the north. It then attacked southwest across ths front,
thus clearlng the llno of dcparture.’ - .

Our reglmontal plan called for the encircling battallon to strrke
at such an angle that the ‘completion of the move would still lcave us in
" column of battalions, but would place the 2d Battalien in the lead. The £
1st Battalion was to support the action with fire. By dark of the third
day following, the maneuver wgs completed as planned. Incidentally, it
was during this maneuver, that we found ‘a good”use for our flame throwers,
By shooting them straight up, they gave a - column, of black smoke upon Wthh
- we could take a compass ooar;ng und lecate our units. ‘

~The regiments on each flank nOW'moved‘up abreast — and the following
day, about the last of July, the main attack jumped off in full swing. At
this time, the; 145th took ong rifle company and some heavy weapons. from '
eaoh of 1ts two battallons “nd formed El prov1slonc.l third battallon. .

‘I was guite proud of the reglment It hardleo very easmly under fire.
Our combat team bulldozer buried over 240 Jap Marines on the first position
captured. . We continued to use our orwglnal methoo of successive llmlted

obJeotlves. ‘

We mot Jaos at the p031tlons shown on the chart, and - usually had to
use a whole day on each one. Each night we would dlg in on the position
© captured durlng tqe day, sleeping among dead Japs who, 1nc1dontally, ripen
pretty fast in that elimate., We used thclr blan&cts and mats ard many
‘ bimes we ate their food. '

It ‘was durlng this drive, that. I saw thlngs whlch made me wond r what
'jimakos the American soldier tick, for example .

L One soldlor durlng a Jap bomblng and straflng rald was on his knees

in"his foxhole, praying with all his heart, 2t top of his voice. A light
porsonnel bomb hit aoprox1mately hundred yards away. The soldier look-
ing up said, "Jesus Christ that was closeil™ and then went:right along with
his prayer.. : .

'+ On anothey occasion, our assault had surprised a Jap officers' mess
‘at breakfast. As we mOVod forward we found three soldisrs calmly, seated
at what remained of' the Jap mess, estlng hot rice, with the fight still
~going on not one hundrod and fifty Jards in front of them.

" But’ what afbetud me tho most was that -on each position, the fight

' . had hardly moved on, when the hill wouLd be swarming with human vultures
- from rear elements ~ such as, 51gnal companies - ordance units - engineers -

and reserve infantry - all bent on boatlng the other fellow to the souvenirs.

N

The last show of any J,mportance for the 145th Infantry durmg thls )
particular operation, was. the, ca pture of BlbllO Hill, This hill is about

¥
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300 feet elevation, and had: held us up for an entire day. Three times we

had reached the hill and three times we were forced 'to fall back. Our
position was on a hill,:preyviously captured, which was;generally about the
same elevation as Bibilo: The two being separated by a deép ravine, every-
thing thornrughly wooded. .. B B . ‘

- Late in the day, orders came down for us to bypass this last remaining
strong point and to proceed to the sea by way of a valley which was fairly
~open, running east anhd west, beginning immediately horth of Bibilo Hill.
(See Chart 5) ‘ R ‘

Being nervous about turning our backs to such commanding ground, we
requested and received permission to devote not to exceed. one hour to its
capture, the following morning. :

To make certain that we could do this, we brought our artillery down
300 yards in front of our leading rifle elements, firing on the top and
forward slopg of Bibilo. We concentrated our mortars between leading rifle-—
men and the artillery preparaticn, firing on the top and near slope, We
‘scissored the top and sides of the hill with all the M.G.s we could lay our
hands on. As a matter of interest, this placing of mortar fire on the near ..
side of thé artillery concentration, was becaus¢ the Japs had a practice of
moving into the interval toward our line to get out from under an artillery
‘barrage, When the barrage was lifted, they would then move back to.their
position to wait for the infantry attack., ' '

For thirty minutes we literally made the top of that hill bounce, -
Japs - Jap pillboxes and guns were flying as much as fifteen feet in the
air. A lot of them, blown from their holes, would run around in little
é¢ircles like stunned chickens, to be laid like grass by the M.G.s. Finelly,
under cover of our M.G.s, we attacked,enveloping from the north, using one
battalion, while the remainder, of the Regiment side-slipped and pushed on
to the sea, : k L -

Meanwhile to the south, the 43rd Division, supported by the rerxaining
Marine tanks, cleaned up Munda Airport. It was then ordered to assume the
defense of the airport, and was charged with mopping up the neighboring
small islands. '

~The final mopping up of New Ceorgia dragged on into the second month,
when' the 25th Division, which had arrived in Corps Reserve, was dispatched
td Press up from the south.and meet the Rice Anchorage Force.
The 37th Division was assigned to back up the 25th Division's drive on
Bairoka; Many Japanese escaped from Bairocka to Xoclombangara, by means of
barges, small boats, et¢, However, the Navy and Air Force claim that most
of these were taken care.of :either while moving to Kolcmbangara or on the
next shuttle to the north toward Bouganville,
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PRIPCIPL&S OF TU‘WCLB OPERATIONS u
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Now in conclu51on, I'd llke to state brlefly for your con51deratlon,

.. my conceptlon of the prlnClples of - Jungle operatlons agalnst the Japanese.

First and}foremost, I place dlsClpllne Dlsc1p11ne of the 1nd1v1dual

" and of the unit. Undue ‘fraternizing between cfficers, non-commissioned

of ficers and their juniors is unhealthy.. The officer or non=commissioned
officer, who runs to his Junlors for sympathy, when 'some senior corrects

A. him for some oerellctlon, is not the leadér ‘the men follow when the going

gets tough. I saw tdo many of ficers and nOn~comm1551oned officers killed,
because when it became necessary to advance, they had to act as scouts

before the men would move. The practice of "Hey fellows, what do you say
-we push this truck out of the way?® deflnltely does not pay o1v1dends in -

. combat.

Also don‘t et anyone ever, tell you, even as a Joke "Oh, they'll
" get down, or ‘they!'ll scatter out, when the bullets start flylng."
Gentlemen, I know different. They'1l do in combat exactly the same things

"~ you let them get away with on maneuvers, I have seen mén bunch within

fifty feet of enemy pillbcxes, and I've ‘seen those.same men stand open-

- mouthed and gawk, perfectly aStounded’at the‘men falling'all around then.

I doubt very much if I ever shall make a popular commander over here,
because T've seen s0 many officers an men d1e unnecessar11y,i+hat I shall

‘ " be rabid on thls subJect

. " Along thls same line, I would place’ toughness of - the 1nd1v1dual‘ By
toughness, , I do not mean yettlng noisy drunk in night clubs and hotels,
and daring any and all to come out and flght. I have in mind the ability.
to live with nothing save the bare essentials., I have in mind that when
the foxhole is dug, to be able to stay in it without tearing down all

the natural camouflage to make a bed. I have in mind:to be able to stay
in a fighting attitude during continuous rain, and not lay your weapon
down, in elghteen inches of muck while you try to rig a shelter over the
hole, which is te be your home for the moment. I have in mind whole unlts,

. officers included, advancing during the fire fight, loaded down with  water,

captured blanket rolls, rations and souvenirs, and not, one-.round of -
ammunition, I have seen men and officers carrylng as many as, four Jap
rlfles - mortars, etec. ; in addition to their own, usink all the time and
care in the world to keep the souvenir- equlpment clean ‘and ¢iled, while
the;r own weap ons were in such shape as to be oractlcally unuervlceable.

I could go on and on with thls = how I have seen whoIe spools of
precious communicatiocn wire ‘cast aside in favor of ah extra .box of uew -
rations; how I have seen innumerable other examples of physical comfort
taking precedence over the necessities of the fight; and when on the
battle field, you climb down their throats about it, they look at you in nf
perfect amazement as if to ask: "Vhat’s wrong Wlth this guy, what have I-

“done that's so God-awful bad?"

¢
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Gentlemen, I can only repeat what I have sald so many times before:
"It does no ‘goed to say: 'I told ycu so* to a dead man.!

Next I would place - S 0. P., S.0.P, 'in everything that can possibly
lend itself to standardization, even to development for combat., And to
all commanders, I recommend very strongly the $.0,P. combat bivouac, with
its perimeter defense; which we developed and used so ‘successfully that
many other units sent. thelr chlmental Commanders over to learn how it was

done,

We used it whenever we halted f‘or' ahy reason whatsoever, and for
reovganization after taking each objective, We practlcatly always assumed
this formation before jumping off to the attack :

5.0.P., may cover'many stems of conbat intelligence, Our own
intelligence platoon was organized along the lines of .a filter center. It
uscd cevery means that was legal and some that were not so legal to assemble
information, filter it, and pass it to the S-2 by sound power, much in the
manner of a blow by blow radio. aescrlptlon of an athletlc,event

We had a non*T/O Qefense platoon for the- Reglmental C.P. "It was
composed of what you might call the limited service men of the regiment,
This platoon and the C,P, itself had an S.0.P. for going into position,
which permitted us to go into acticn undér any -condition, without delay.
All that was necessary was for myself, the executive officer or the’ adjutant

to designate the location of my persunal fexhole W1th reference to the front.

The principles of leadership and tactics, as are taught at the Infantry
School, apply one hundred percent in the jungle. The only qualifying

~ factors are that in their appllcatlon

All deve10pment for combat is-monotonously the same - hence, S O P.

Visibility is usually nil - which limits your use of -maneuver and

,artillery to very orthodox methods.,

The jungle prevents reconnalssance as we would like to meke it, and
your knowledge of locations and situations will depend on your ablllty to
read an air photo, and the reports of your patrols. These patrol reports,
incidentally, must be taken with a large grain of salt, If you act on any
informetion, you should act at once, for what is true at the moment may be
absolutely”wrong three ‘hours Later. : o L

, Finally, when you get the Jap located - shell the hell out of him
with mortars, artillery and ‘anything else you can flnd and ‘then go 1n
promptly with rlfle and bayonet while he is still grobgy._v

One of the blggest faults, I found among commapders was the tendency
to sit back while they shelled the Jap position, then send a patrol over to
see if the Japs were still there. The patrol would then return to guide the
unit up, and when the unit moved up, the Japs, most times, would be back
and ready for them. The unit would thehfall back and repeat the process,
day after day, until finally the Japs would withdraw.
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Too many Japs in New Georgia escaped with their lives. I feel that
most of them will have to be killed sooner or later, and I belleve the
time to do 1t is when they first. Oppose Vou and it can be done group by

'group

To summarize:
lst Traln, tougnen and d1s01pllne your trOOps here, now —.

2nd Make every poss1ble, permlsSlble act1v1ty S.0.P, to include:
bivouacs and' assembly areas, march formations, patrolllng,
. intelligence, liaison and supply. = \
In dealing with supplyy pay spe01al.attent10n to 'who is avall~
able tp carry what, and. when, and its enforcement by means of
straggler posts.‘
We found, using $,0.P. in amphibious operations., that a
battallon can land from L,C.I,s - establish an initial- five
hundred yard ‘beachhead; with.all communications;' C.P. Sy ot
0.P.s, etc., wired in and operating, flve units of fire and. ‘
' ten days' rations unloaded from: ooats, all within fourteen o :
mlnutes.v Some companles could do 1t in seven mlnutes,

The standard wire communlcetlons are elfeetlve and can be malntalned
However, just as all lltter ‘and” raticn parties must be: guarded all wire-
parties must be guarded, ‘and never forget, the Jap is always tapoed in on
your lines. Also, unless your wire ‘lines arc cleverly laid;; you Nlll likely

, have to relay them each mornlng.

The comblned ratlon dssemblles are: not as eooc in the iront llno as \

Aind1V1dual rations. They cause too much waste. Incidentally, we were not -

troubled with dysentary until- they started 'sending hot food to the front
line from the beachhead, _ .

Your 8l-mm mortar, with your lOS howitzers, are your best close support -
artlllery. The bomber is good, but better used as. distant artlllery. Dive -
bombing a'strong point is excellent for morale, but I hawe seen a five hun- ‘
dred pounder strike within twenty yards of+a man ‘and do no more than rdttle

"The crying'heed ﬁhen'l left‘theagun"le was for a #ery light'weaben“
capable of placing an-explosive on a point target The bazooke may be the
answer, ‘although we lacked the ammunltlon to glve our bazookas a test

Flnally, don't attempt to leﬂrn too much about the Jao before attack-

.ing. In the first place you'll never know enough, and.the more’ time you

give him, the more difficult he is to deal with. Keep your plans 31mple
your contact and control perfect, then go ahead. The Jqp is easily’ beaten
when you stun him a blt w1th exp1031ve and close promptly.

- The:End‘ef
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW OF COLONEL TEMPﬁEVG. HOLLAND
' BY MEMBERS OF TACTICAL SECTION

Attack Committee:;

Q. One very basic question has come up in all thsse discussions of South
Pacific conditions and that is the tactical condition. I believe one
remark you made the other day was that in a certain position, visibil-
ity was limited to 20 feet or 20 yards, an extremely small limit, and
yet a little later on it became evident that there were certain sup-
porting fires - fire on locations of the Japanese and that there were
positions where visibility was greater and observation might be ob-
tained. There is probably a simple description of that. Could you
give us an idea of just what that business of observation was?

A. My experience was with the South Pacific, Almost every island is a
different terrain problem. In Guadalcanal, for example, -the valleys,
ravines, ‘streams, etc. were the extreme jungles, while the top of the
ridges, hills, etc. were clear of trees and brush and were covered
with three or four feet growth of heavy grass. Rendova, New Georgia
and other islands in this vicinity were completely: covered, both hills
and ravines, with a heavy jungle. - Initial visibility from the ground

- was limited to from 10 to 30 feet in any direction, Many times, troops
Q// stumbled into jungle positions unknowingly, the first indication being
v hostile fire from mortars and machine guns.. To obtain visibility we

normally brought our artillery down on the suspected location. 'The
slang description -of this procedure was called,. "Cutting grass." These
-concentrations usually thinned the jungle enough to permit some
visibility. .

Q. In getting observation for mortar fire,;did the observer generally stay
on the ground or climb something? - )

‘A, The observers usually stayed on the ground. .To visualize the terrain
in New Georgia you might take the desks of this room and you have a
fairly good "to scale' representation of the hills and valleys. "For
example this row of desks:might be a ridge, this a valley, this another
hill, that desk over there another hill. Standing on this crest after
the artillery had fired on that ridge, you. could see enough for your
operation, - . , o

. Q. Getting away frgm~the_éubject of frentages for the operations of the

;.. battalion .and, in one of your maps the other:day you had several regi-
‘mental zones-of action shown and just from: the scale I estimated per-
haps 600 to:700 yards was the- average frontage in, that set-up. Will
you discuss the use of attack frontages in that operation? s

’A///Frontages are.very narrow in comparison with the frontages reported from

AJ/ the European theatre. Our own particular regimental zone of action dur~
¥ ing the New Georgia operation was approximately:500 yards wide. The

regiment on my right and left each had a zone - of approximately 600 yards

 in width. ' L ’
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Attack Commlttee (Cont'd)

y".". Aq

-ization. . Would; you give us a hasty and complete deflnitlon of’reorganl—

You feel that this Same set-up as- to dlfflcult v151b111ty made. 1t
necessary to operate on a narrow front?

The problem of contact between. nelghborlng unlts and also maklng a clean
sweep of the Japanese p031tlons made it mandatory to have narrow front-

" ages. However, it must be remembered that:the 1l45th Infantry was.a two
battalion regiment during this action. .Also,. it is necessary to cover

fairly thoroughly any zéne of advance due to-the Japanese practice of
organizing mutual supporting hills. I read one defense order’ captured
from the. Jdapanese :fiith.specifically directed ‘that . when any-one hill was
organized, other positions would be.organized so that:fire.could be
delivered on the supported ‘hill on both the forward and reverse slopes.

Relative to frontages used in attack of ahy one 31tuatlon, is the

'normal attack in column formatﬁon or in wedge with one leadlng

J e used both the - column and the wedge. The attack mlght be'ln COlumn o
‘initially, ‘the wedge being-assumed when oop031tlon forceo. the eadlng .
. battalion to slow down perceotlblv. : FE :

,May I pursue that for . Just a momtnt? D]d you paos through a unlt that
-+ was stopped or. try ta get around the flank? AT

Normally we bullt our.base of fire.on the leading unit and used it also

for the limited or halding attack. Single or double envelopments were

“then made by the: use of the two rear units passing around. one on each
“flank of the forward unit. & position captured by the leadlng unit
"alone, without the use of the rear units was usually passed ‘through by

the'rear units to continue the atteck. the idea being 't kéep a strong
pressure on a withdrawing enemy. This would not have been ooSQible if

" we .had waited for a complete: organlzatlon of the leedlng unlt

/

What is reorganlzatlon° %e don't teach any. partlcular method of reorgan-

zatlon and- what 1s done? .

4! ok

' I con81der thls a most 1mportant feature of combat and is alone Jjustifica-

tion for-the use of our SOP combat bivouac formation., Units-become inter-

‘mingled, individuals begcome lost and:leaders:lose some: control: during

the final assault of any stronghold. In our system, the leader con-
cerned, would indicate the front with respect to which he wanted his

- unit to take up the formation:SOP combat’bivouac. . This signal, passed

on, told each .individual-approximately the place . on the hill where his
unit - would be - reorvanlzed Cnce a unit arrived at its new 1ocatlon, the

. S0P called for, beginning with the'squad, a report, through channels,

covering strength, status of weapons, ammunition, ete, - This report was

© verbal or by runner with an informal message. Commanders then, based on
~the report, transferred men, weapons.and ammunition with thg idea of

equalizing their unit, If, for example, twelve men were needed-in one

- platoon, inormally six men would be teken “from.each of the .other two -pla-

toens. . This- system of re organlz tlon works well and without too much
loss of time, ' v P
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No it was complete each tlme.

Attack Committee (Cont'd)

You make no dlfferontnatlon as to future contcmplated use or past em-
ployment of a unit? '

How much time did it take for battalions to go. through this proCedure

equalize companies and start aga1n°

g Thet of course depends on the tcrraln, distance involved and on the

enemy attitude. In any condition similar to this operation, a battalion
should be completely reorganized in not to exceed forty minutes.

I think that clears up that question.- Thero'stnothing in the book on’

" that. In regard to the importance of the use of arm and other official

A

W

signals during the attack, did you stress the arm. signals rather than
shootlng flares for example?

We observed secrecy as long as we could., Once a movement was discovered

4%§/ﬁsed the most expeditious means for communication., Usually a move-
ent was not:discovered until the final stages of a maneuver and during

this phase signalling by a leader was an invitation to the Jap sniper

to shoot. We found that the use of SOP in development for combat
eliminated the necessity for a lot of signalling, shouting, etc, Most

of the instructions necessary could be handled by telephone in the larger:

groups and by runner. in the smaller groups. We used command telephones

to include the company and the machlne gun platoon 1n the attack.

What did you find to be the best formatlon to use in cr0351ng a’ formid-
able definite stream line? ‘ .

To make tho answer to thmt question 1ntelllgent I would like first to
describe the streams in New Georgia which we encountered These
streams were narrow, 15 to 20 yards in width; some of them over waist
deep, fairly swift and in most cases covered by overhanging trees and
vines. We made no particular recognition of 2 stream crossing. We

~used exclusively the same tactics we would have. used had the stream

not been there, In other words, we have no real test on & river cross-

»ing.

X;/’/

What was the chief use made of the reserve companies and platoons?

We, folt that every unit was not only available, but likely to be used
in any sttack, However, if there was a difference between the use of
tho reserve company or companies it might bc covered by saying that
thy vy were always on the alert for the Jap flanking movemerit around our
léadlng unit and they were also a base upon which the leading unit

#could fall back under conditions similer to this. Let's assum¢ that
the le?d;ng unit unknowlngly bumped into 2 strongly built-in Jap p051- )
tion. To assault it means to lose too many rifles. Consequwntly,

normally- pulled that unit back approximately 300 yards and -brought our
mortars and artillery down on the Jap position. In oulllng that unit -
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Attack Committee(Cont'd): | ARG L ey

baok we were ‘néver worrlcd because- the reserve: units were in p031tlon
either to cover or to attack, dupcndlng on the Jap ‘redction.

Q. You dldn't launch an assault 1mmcdihtcly when you found a strong
DOSJt10n° N

A, Somectimes. But wusually we preferred tdlprecedeldn assault by artillery
or:mortars,‘or’both o

Q. Wu h Ve, honrd thﬂt most ‘of thu rcserve unlts were usod as c rriers.
Did 'you do ‘this in your regiment? SRR

A, Wp dldn't usb combut troops - durlng the fight. 'Wh'uscd'béndumcn,‘anti—
o tank c¢ompany, service compﬂny, drivers-and codks.  Wec kept a forward
. dump in the bsttle ares and at times * detachments were sent back from
. battalions to supplement the ammunition pioneer ppople. But I believe
phat anyone who says & reserve is not needed in jungle combat is wrong
{j/b scause Jap t'u:t,lcs Cull for contlnubd flanklng movements agulnst your. '
“ttackm ) : ,

Q. After you oull troooo»back 300 yardo, do you belleb in launchlng
_cssuult with the same unlt’> '
A, Durlnﬂ the time that drtlliery was firing we usually 1ssued the atta

order. My own experience was that we usually resumed the attack by .
sending the same unit. forwurd anq other unlts in enveloping movements.

Q. That doesn t rﬂnlace"he 1n1t1al preparatlon prior to.mov1ng forward?

A, T think I have not nude mysclf clear on the method of advance. For .
- example, we would take one hlll reorganize and prepare to contimue
. the attack.  In the contlnuatlon of this attack, we would: first locate
. the next Jap position, usuﬂlly by moving forwar& ori successive objectives
~until we bumped 1nto it. Sometimes we could sce what would-appear to
. be another hill in front of us from 600 to 1000 yards out and we would
_ ‘make tho 1 our. obgect1vu and actually flre on it. Just as often as not,
"about half way there we would bump into a dug-in position which we had
not. secen, We would then pull the leading unit back, place a concentrati:
.of artillery and mortor fire on thc new p051tlon mnd then go in with
‘riflemen. -

Q. How close did. the troops get into these artillery concentrations- and

- what method did you most often use to shift artillery before troops

_ ‘closed in for the assa ult of that ObJuCthb’ You mentioned 300 yards.
o /Could you comé ‘up any closcr° ’ o o

Nﬁny tlmps we could com “to Wlthln lOO’yards. Usually it was 300 yards.
The llftlng itself was done by” arrangemunt between the commander con- _
- ¢erned and the. forward.observe¢ of the affcctud unlt They were usually -
rlght togpther._tﬂ‘f ' Coen E '

[

gl : RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED

Attack Committee (Gont'd):

Q.

You spoke several times about’ the double envelopment. That brings
back to me the original question about the. method of moving out

"w1th one column in front. Was doub]e envelopment used frequently
,wnd successfully over there?

P

‘I would say we used it in the battallons of my - reglmpnt as much as we
used single envelopment :

The reason for thls question is that in our teaching, we describe its
use wherp the situation gives us & preponderance of force and absolutelv
no enemy flanks.

I can clear that up. I am speaking of maneuvers within battalions.

Ovor there your frontages are so small, your operations are so intimate,
that the regimental commander handles his regiment more or less like the
battalion commander handles his battalion. There were only two occasiont
in this operation, when the entire regiment was committed to action at

f‘the same -timé.  Normally the fact that a battalion was completely com—
' mitted was of né great concern becaouse practically always one battalion
- remained uncommitted, and many times two battalions were available in

‘A

case the commltted ba ttcllon was in troublv. ,

Jheru a double envelopment was bmployed I assume that when the point

f the wedge established or fixed the enemy position and you decided to
commlt your two remaining reserve units, one around each flank; was it
possible for the center one to pull out and become & reserve w1th1n a
minimum length of time?

To a very little sxtent, not enough to cell that a principle. The only
time that I recall when 2 battalion complet:ly committed needed a re-
serve, it was made by sending it a complete company from another
battalion. « '

Is it poSsib1é>for a battalion in the center to pull back and then
become available for reserve in itself?

No. The center battalion was usually required to drive forward., If for

no other reasom, it would drive forward to keep the enemy occupied at
the front and prohibit successful use of shifting units. The Jap moves
very fast within & prepared position. You releasc the pressure on him
st one point and you can sce hlm running to another prpperod position
to meet a new threat. : S

HoW’lnflupntlal was the useé of heavy wecapons in formation of the battalic
plan of manpuver or was the plan of maneuver climinated and battalions
and companiecs of ‘the battalions charged with executing the mission with
the use of heavy wea pors through detﬁchment9

I am not sure I have that clepr. We w111 try 1t At no time did we have

occasion to attach heavy weapons to a rifle company. for. offensive action,
The employment of the huqu weepons was covere :d by thn batt?llon com-
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Attack Commltt e (Cont'd):

/ 4

'»munder in hls attack order and were dlrectly under his control » Quite.

.}jof en - the:buttuljon commander took hls battlo station’ t the obsgrvation

post of .the 81 mm. mortar,

How about the position of thc heavy weapons company commander?

Was his recoénnaissance of a very limited nature or was he able bo
make this with assistance? How was the heavy weapons company
communder used by the battallon commander° y

Hc was qud so far as I know in exgct :ccorddncé_with the teachings

of the school., OCf course recomnaissance of any nature was limited,

- Usually an attack order would be something like this in procedure:
.The. battalion comm.nder'would glve the Ob]LCthb which hé desired

covered by mortars,end by ‘mac¢hine guns,. the time of the - pruparotlon
and approximetely the amount of the pruparqtlon. The" hbavy Weapons
company -commander would: then tﬂke his- plctoon leaders, ‘reconnoiter

-+ sand mukb actual disposition of "the unit, Having made these prepara-

Qe

;.' A

You dldn't resort to S-3 or anybody?‘“

tlons, arranged for ammunition etc., the heavy Weapons - company._

'commander reported to the battalion commancor.and then proc»eded to

the OP, He may or m:y not be present when the actual order is issued
to the rifle companieés. -During the actual fight the weapons company

-commander was uSually with the bqttallon commander.

‘1¥D1d you use the word ”prupara tion"? I think you mpntloned the time

.of preparation - do you mean prep ratory flros?

Thst's right.
Kbout how long before the ~pproach?

4 Aﬁything'up to about ihiruy minutes, in S§ité'0f plahninggxthe Jungle

handicaps any tlme-schcdale

"To what pxtent in plannlno fires at the outsct of the attack did you

make any use of heavy weapons companies of the buttullon or- battallons
in raserve” . ;

Prﬂctlcallv always.v I don‘t rec(ll ‘any tlme howbver where: 1t we
nocessury to physically rpmove from the bqttalion areﬁ anv guns to
support rngm ntea al uCthﬂ. ’

You kept them within the grlp of the reserve bﬂttallon9

nght Ugually 1t was done through the battalion commander by glving
him a. ‘firc mission.. The coordination of the fire wherever possible
was between manouvcrlng buttgllon and battalion firing, A good many
times, however, it was necessary that the regiment coordimate the
flrp, in, Whlch gase I usually dld tl”t perscnglly,‘

No, I usually did that personally.

i
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Attack Committee (Cont'd):

Q.

A,
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Q.

. Did you make use of- rﬂldlng in an attempt to gain 1nformut10n from
the enemy? : Coe

We didn't.te any great extent. We. sent, petfols during the daylight to

cur front and flanks. Quite often these patrols came back with some

information but more often their 1nformot10“ was negative rather than
p051t1ve. o S SR ;

What method did you use tokgain infofmation?.

We were very fortunate in that the first p051t10n captured by my o
rcglment there was a command post which contained complete Jap orders
for the operatlon, maps showing dlsp051tlons, installations and
strength, ond plans for future operations. These were sent back to
the division, properly translated and returned to-us, and the general
‘JQp scheme of defense was very well known to us,

Did’ you, gcnerglly spegkﬂng, use large combat- patrols or small re-
connaissance patrols? : : :

e

s

Small reconnaissance patrols.
You d1d send out any combat pa trols°

Not to the front I'd like to suy the reason was we had no necessity
for them, - However, I believe that there will be times in the opera-
tions with the Japs that strong combat patrols will be necessary to
the front. Our use of combat patrols was almost exclusively limited
to opening and reopening lines of communication and supply and for-
clearing arecas of snipers, MG groups, etc. These vurled in size from
three men. to a platoon.,

Did you. stick ‘to trails or 8o into the 1unglo for reconnaissance

I canﬂt'give‘an answer on that. Usually 1t_1s bettervto stay off
the trails if it is possible. '

We had two colutlons. Oné officer came back and: said he stuck to
trails and another said you should patrol on rolling ground all
throughout the zone.

It all depends on what your patrol is d01ng. If it'iszto locate the
next Jap in front, stay on or near the trail' and you are certain to
find hlm.' A good many of cur patrols were on trails.to the rear,
reopening a suple line that had been cut; running down a wire break,
etc, We had more patroll:ng to the rear and flanks th n to the front

How did you malntaln contﬂct betwetn front llnc units in attack?

We never turned a unit loose without a specific point where we were

o going to gctitogcthcr and if that -was a considerable operation we ran
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a base line and checked every other possible way...In addition we
uSLd ‘patrols and liaison offlcers and N.C.O's.. = :

~~‘owxubout pﬂtrols betwaen companies. and unlts on the rlght and left?

-y A4 oile uscd themn exten51vely.. however, a patrol in the Jungle is good
.\/f. only to tell you that a certain point is epproxlnately so far to
your left and on about such and such an azimuth from your locutlon,
but that is not dgfinite enough for. your nceds.

Q. - Did- you use .smoke, or somethlng ‘like that to 1ndlcate obguctlves?
How did you overcome the limitations of pmtrols” hat were the
-means you subst1tuted7 -

: Xﬁ”/71 had an officer w1th uach roglment on my flanks and whcn his unit
moved he paced it off, rgcorded the. azimuths and plottvd it on his
map. He would then toleph0ﬂc his location using our own code. It
is extremely. 1moortant to know exactly. where these units are on the
right and left because of the use of : rtlllery. I repoat, most of
your initial concentrations of artillery are brought in by sound
ranging, and unless you know definitely where other units 1re, . '
there's a lot of confuslon and da ngur.

Q. If you were going to start to trdln a reglment for use in that area
what steps would you take to overcome collectlng souvenirs? You
mentioned that our troops would gather souvenirs and Japanese
weﬁpons. : - . :

A, Ibel lieve the “nswer to thut is lelSlon control " A straggler line
should follow closely behind thecomba 1t elements, They should
certaeinly take charge of all Cﬁotured headquarters and dug-outs,
until the intelligence people have taken the important militery
~items for inspection. I belisve then that it should be understood
by every man of the lelSlon that’ the service clements of the
division will collect 2ll souvenirs and hold them for equitable
distribution by spec1al services, after the fight. If I were train-
ing a regiment again-and could not, sell that idea to the QlVlSlon
commander. I would do it with my own personnel

Qe . What local securlty dld you put out at nlght and by. what, method?
e C Ko At the vnd of* each day' s fight all units assume the combat bivouac
/ Eﬁf- formation at. full allowable distances and intervals. Immedlately
v as many men as could be spared went to work digging in perimeter
."four mant! foxholes whlch lay generally through the support squads
of the outside platoons. These are usually about LO 'to 50 . ybrds
inside. thc out31de nprlmctcr of the rifle elements.

e Q. Did the out51de ri flemen dlg slngle foxholes?

S A; Both single and double;=rJust at duskﬂthg“outSidc'riflemeﬁ withdrew
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Q.

A.

: Q.

£o the four-men foxholes 'inside the perimeter., Whenever :possible

. booeby traps and trip wires.were left on the outside position so as to

give warning: of the Jap appreach., We kept no listening posts or

-other occupied pOSlthDS outside that inner perimeter, .
- Do yqu have a copy of the combat bivouac sketch?

1t is at thc prlnter s und undoubtedly will be dlstrlbuted if
,1oproved. Gt SRS , s

%ere ordero completo orders or plece-mesl ordersV

N

ot the beglnnlng of each pha e a reglmental order was - 1ssued as

nearly perfect as possible. Tho S-2 gave the enemy 51tuc$lon,
the S-3, -our own disposition and I issued a verbal order from
notes.: Orders for continuation of an attack were from frc gmentary

“to almost complete field orders.

In other words, orders from the d1v151on down should be in
fragment ry form at all times. Do you qgrs

No. I know of no order that can roplece the flVO paragraph order in
an initial operﬂtlon For example, when I first assumed command of
the 169th .and we prepared for our attack, there was no better method
than the full complete order., Also, when the 145th-moved down to
relieve the 169th, there was no better method than a complete order.

. B . a -
Your attacks were coordinated attacks or piece-meal? These orders
would indicate coordination as far as the terrain would permit.

I don't recall any example of piece-meal attack, assuming that, by
piece-meal we mean employing units as they arrlve. Each of our
attacks was -started as a coordinated operation, It perhaps did
not_dinvolve all the units in the maneuver initially, but la¢er frag-

‘mentary -orders would be issued, covering operations of the other

units as the need for their employment dchlOpbd.

How long, a rule did you teke 1n the 2ctuql issuance of this
fleld order and ‘how far in advance of the hour of attack did you
ive it to your subordlnates° : : :

The complete field orders, the: tWO that I issued were about four
o'clock in the afternoon for an attack starting the next morning.
The fragmentary order might be s1mllar to this. You get the
battalion commander on the phone--he is famildar with the situation—-
and you say that Jones has-just got on a hill but is being held
up by a newly discovered Jap position about 200 yards north of
that hill., You tcke your battalion and move due north from your
position 200 yerds and swing to 270 degrees, and take that new
position. As to the order, how long it would take to issue it, I
can only estimnte from memory. It didn't tecke any longer than it does

right here at school. I would say thirty minutes would cover all phases

of it.
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- Q. I'd 1like to go: b”ck to one’'thing that came up-before. You implied
’ ‘Whlld ago and said the other day there was.almost:.no night. tactical
dctivity. Would you explain:from the regimental commander's v1ew—
oint the: pr1nc1pul reasons why night attacks were -not employed?

/I had several - reasons for that. Initlally the Japs were on the
offensive durlng the night, all night. Using our method of fir-,
“ing around: perlmcter with & few selected individuals-using auto-
matic guns inside the porlmcter we werc causing thg Jap many more
casvalties than he was us. We calculated that we were doing pretty
-well using this method: . The- Jap wasn't being reinforced to any extent
from the north so he was stoadlly decreasing his strength. There was
no. occasion in-front..of my own regiment where-our night attack, would
succeed as well as our day attacks. However, the Jap, accordlng to
qur 1nformatlon, had no night defense. Some of our patrols, the
FlJlans were’ through their bivouac.a number of timés. Also, I per-
, ,//oonally felt that the Americen:soldiers that we had in this. operatlon
%\ were not sufflcﬁently trglned for ouccessful nlght att“ok in the
i Jungle. B N o . _ _
© Q. Durlng night operﬁtlons, dld the Jups use qrtlllery or mortar ‘prepa-
rctnoh ot your p051tlon7 o o = . .

A, The Jop attuck wos qlways oreCodcd by mertar firef. This;is»the
flrst indlcﬂtlon you hOVb thtt he is comlng. o

Q. )Would they follow that pretty close°
A, thn thby dld come in the 'y cane in fairly close behlnd thelr mortars.

Qe Sllently, or dld thcy usually mpko a lot ofvn01se?

- On their nlght raids. thoy were 31lent until they were olose to

the position and then they would make noises from all directions. 1.
think it might be wise -to consider what they have in mind on these
night raids. I don't believe they had any idea they could wipe ‘
out our position, but figured that they could terrorize the American
- troops and so confuse us that we might get to .shooting among our-
selves or get us so frightened we would pull out, On their real
night attacks they came in mass With no apparent: effort at stealth..

Qe In what strtngth would tho dap oper"tlons be° :

,A‘ I can only guoss. I thlnx most of trolr ralds were small commando
't groups, say three or four groups of twelve-to twenty men each, In
the nlghtguttack thoy would ohorge in mass with up. to several:

hundred troops. D . T ,mw.h

Qe Thosc nlght “tt“cks of thv J(ps, werc they ,Ver successful7-

“AG No. ' i o . .
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Qe

A,

Did the Jap ever realize that this was uneconomical'aﬁd take stepé ‘
to change? : '

That riight attack on the 169th Infentry was the last Jap offensive .
action of impgrtance in New Georgia. - '

Pid ypu require all elements down to company to submit through
battalion their plan. of fire attack 'to ‘you, both defensive and
offensive? When you gave an order did’ you require them to submit

.back to you their plan of maneuver:so you would know what they
- .were doing? - - Lo o

In most cases, yes, with reference to battalion commander.

In a few cases 1 personally directed the employment of the
companies, cspecially for the leading battalion, .

 In meneuvers in this coﬁntry the wholé& thing moves so rapidly
© that practically none of,the things ‘you describe can bé done.

I have beén on a half dogen and 21l these small things were not
included in the fraining time, The troops leave this country in
good physical shape and that's zbout all,

In our case there wzs no particular need for battalion commander to
require his company commander to sénd plans to dim, In issuing of

the.battalion order, those.matters were hondled verbally.

Did battalions make definite plans for weapons such as mortarss

and machine guns?

That's right.
To include 60s?

No., Our general practice was not to employ 60s initially,
The 60s were left to. the company commander for his use as
the situation developed.

The same general rule applied to light machine guns and heavy
machine guns?

That's right.

To what extent and with what effectiveness did the 3ap use anti-
personnel mines and booby traps? ! ’

The only reported use of Jap anti-personnel mines was during the

last phase of the operation at Munda.. We received word that a mine
field lay across the right half of our zone and that we were to cross
it with caution. We didn't find any mines at the place but we did find
gquite a number of the magnetic type mines stored in Jap dug-outs and

‘varound their -CP!'s, which were available for use.

/
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":;Q;'~ItrWasnactua11ywnot 2 mine field?

3 A.: No, not that we could discover,

Qo In th&t connectlon, was there an ant1~tﬂnk platoon and was 1t : \
sed in that alleged mine fleld° S :

No 1n en ch battallon the pioneer ammunltlon people were especially
tralned for use in mine removal. ‘The Regimental Mine Platoon was also
especially’ trglned but they were'not used,on this prticular occasion
because they were busy bringing up ammunltlon and supplies., It so ‘
happeﬁed ‘at Guadalcanal we had to clear a lurge mine field laid '
- by merines who had lost all maps of the field.  This mearit a thorough

search using - the two mine detector’s which we were able to get from '

the englneers nd any other means we could 1mprov1se. In addition

to this antitank mine field there were large areas filled with

booby traps placed by the American DlVlSlon. T6 accomplish this, it

was necessary to employ all members of the regiment so that before

we were in New Georgia operation most of the' regiment was experienced

in this connection, -They actuadlly located and removed thousands of -

. tank and antlvporsonnel mines.. It cost aboyt two dozen casualties all

told

Q. /To what extent was the 60-mm uscd without base plat
7

k/ It was not used to any extent, It could have been. We planned
%/ on it, but wel/had no need to employ it. The action was notr so-
fast thut we couldn't put up the base platc and bipod, :

Q. Could they keep up all right? _ RN

"A.  They were right along»w1th the riflemen,
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Q. Vere either of your regiments, the 145th or the ié?th, ever in a
situetion where it took up an organized battle position in sustained
defense, a position that was to be held at all costs? ;

A. Exclusive of defense positions on the previous baues, each of these
regiments had one defensive set—up during the New Georgia operation,
The position was on the same ground:for both regiments. The initial
occupaticn and defense was by the 169th, which was later relieved by
the 145th which held the position until the New Georgia forces went
again on the offensive, This position wes the high ground overlooking
Lambeti Plantatlon or approx_mately two miles north of Lieni Beach

Q. Could you give us the general set-up, including its frontages, depth,
© unit assignments, curtain of fire, to include FPLs, PTA, wire, mines,"
AP or AT, artillery, normal barrages and ccncentrations? ‘

A. This defensive position which we occupied¢ initially with the 169th was
" more or less forced on us by the situstion which demanded that we pass
from the offensive and wait until:the arrival and development of addi-
tional American forces., Please bear in mind that we were preparing to
continue the attack and expected to jump off any day after the first
four days. The termination of the attack phase left us in’ column of
battalions, the combat team acting alone. This regiment, the 169th,. a
three battalion regiment (each battalion at onie-half or less than one- £4§¢
half strength), was in column of battalions separated by roughly 600 -
vards between each battalion. The order from fromt to rear was lst
battalion, 3rd battallon, 2nd battalion. .Upon receiving orders to hold
the ground which we occupled at the time, pending the arrival of addi-
tional troops, the second battalion was sent forward to help organize
the main line of resistance with the first battalion. The resulting
organization thenwas first and second battalions defending the forwsrd
area on the main line of resistence and the third battalion holdlng the .
regimental reserve area, The distance between the forward and rear area /////
was roughly 600 yards. The area occupicd by ecach battalion was roughly ¢é
300 yards in diameter, Each battalion within its own arca organized for
complete all-sround defense, establishing approximately the SOP combat
bivouac formetion of the 145th Infantry.: Around the perimeter of each
battalion was nlaced an interlocking band of automatic fire. Normal .
barrages of artillery were placed to the front and to each flank .of the
forward area. ilorters were sited to cover probable approaches within
the gaps. of artillery fire. TFiring by individual riflemen was limited
to those on the perimeter and a’ few sclected individuzls on the inside.
YHire communication was complete to include company CPs and weapons
platoons. Evacuation was from battalion to the regimental aid station,
by regimental medicel personnel augﬂenuéd from timv t o time by personnel
from the:collscting company. Fwvacuation from the regimentel aid station
was by the collecting company, augmented by returnlng ration and ammuni-
c'tlon parties., Supply was both by hand-carry.and parachute drop (At this
point Col. Hollend drew a diagram on the blackbonrd).
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.

I mean barbed vire.

Did‘you use wire?

B

- We used:wire complete t@ th cdmpénies'and*toVbhe;wéaponsoplétoons and

mortar sectilons.

Ve used no beroeu wire, ‘”e'haaNnone and if we had, I.douybt that we
could have carried it thet far. Ve used a trip wire made from old.
conmunlcctlon wire. - - R SR ' o

,T'Dld you use booby trapsol

Ve did use booby traps 1mprovxsed from hand grenades wlth ‘the lhﬁth

Infantry particularly, We put out quite a number of them each night
and took thcm in cacb nornlno, prcoaratory to the expected Jump~off

Did you taka up the onos tha were .not eyplodéd'?‘ B ', . \ .
Every mornlng, ? put thwm out the Iast thlng at night. A man woulc

fbo given Qbout three and h was. charged with getting t‘bm in the next
mornlng. - S L =
‘Did-you have any mincs at all? |

"We had.no mines,

On fl“lng of mortar from the reserve bpttallon on rav1ncs, Qld Vou have

_a set schedule or did you ilrﬁ .on sound?

'TWe flred no mortars at night uniess iutaCKﬂd The Artillery would fire

8t irregular periods. "AM micht fire at 9 ofclock and the second time

at 9:15, "B".might fire at 9:05 anc then at 9:55, It was entirely up -
to" the battery commander, just as long as he fired twice cach hour-.and ‘
at a different hour cach time‘ o o '

' You OCCleuQ a djffmrnnb p051ulon "t nlght from tho ono in dﬁytlme

Yhen did you shift?

At darbroak the outer pz rlmctcr moved out Thov moved down con51dorablv
past the half way merk of the hill into one and two man foxholes. At~
dusk they fell back to the nlcht perimeter. Vhen they fell back tbcy
would leave booby trap ‘grenades in the outcr position, In some cascs

" we took 03 rifles and plaeced them in the ground pointing to a Jap route

of apprO°ch tying the triggers with a otrlng back to the night position,
Thgt night when the Japs would, stavt mnuisence fire with knee mortars ’

we would pu;l the strwna.- For some roason tnls usua¢lv stoppod the Jao.

Where was ‘the 600 vards from th° BOO yards alamotcr? ‘ es thct a 51nglo

\ r1ng°
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A,

&

D)

The 600 yards is from hill to nill., Tt is not a 51nglc ran. Tach
unit is dug in for all-around dofcncc, starting with the squad making
small rlngs within thc outér ring of the battwllon.

How was the artlliery nlaced?

With each front line compary is an observer. At each battalion commard
post was a liasison officer with deteil, The artillery battalion
commander was with the regimental commander. The artillery battaiion
itself was on an island southeast of Zanana, approximately three-quarters
of a mile off shore from New Ceorgia. Here is an interesting feature

on communication. For the Wifb communicetion across the watcr we used
110 wire laid on the bottom of the bay, and it stood up. It worked bot-
ter than the big rubber cable they had going across to Rendova,

1 imagine that where vou were, the jungle was pretty: thick. Was there
mutual fire support?

Yes, This arca was pretty, well thinned out on the hill itself by

Cartillery fire before we moved in. At the bottom of the hill the jungle

commenced again., However, we specialized in close-in cross fires, even

~with rifles, SO the jungle éid not affect our mufual support.

Did 3 Jou get any ¢ttack against thet position?

e had a very good one the first night. The Japs madc a mass assault .
on the forward hill., On that hl.l we killed 99 Japs and we also picked
up a woundﬁa Jap prisoner.

%ould they carry thelr wounded off?

In their field order, which I read, it stated definit bly th\t they
were to_bring back their dcad and wounded.

In that attaclt was the supporting fire w1tn normdl barragcs?

Yes. i

Did they go down?

Yes. ' | ‘ .' o S
Did foxholes have overhsad shelter in that location?

The foxholes were built with the rear lialf covered except wherc we occu-
pied old ones built by thc Jap. . They were campletely covered,

Relative to the same foxholes, these twelve or fifteen men you sa& you .

lost, were those men in foxnolﬂs whcn t“bv became casualties; or were
they moving around in the area? '
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Ay -The first round usually déught'ébmchodﬁ outside but‘after that they were
" usually in the foxholes: .I lost a Catholié¢ Chaplein and a doctor be-
cause they wouldn't stay in the foxtioles. .The first volley got. twelve
or fifteen men and they jumped out of the foxholes to help them. Before

the campaign wes oviér I got the doctors 'and  chapldins to roallzo tnct
thelr work shoula be b;ournt to thum.

o

2. Dld you huve uny ‘dive bomber aupporU ourlng uhis t1me°

"A; Plenty. The Navv bomb. 01vvrs Wﬁre on Ccll '_ﬂ' : T P
). hat was the- ge 4eral'plan:off4dvance? Dld £ G - Jap org niZQNreverse

-slopQS‘« ever, sometimes, or always?’ )

A, We were fortunate to coptur the- J~ps‘ CP and along w1th thet came all

' their orders; plans 2nd maps and 1. pbrsonallv read the transcript of the
order for organization of defense. It dlruCtGd the orgenization of
mutually supporting guns and hills. It stated that whenover a hill is
occupied other guns will be placed go that fire could be brought on
~both- forwarayand reverse s¢op@s.' I had the idea that we would find
Japs organizing ‘on the ravines and reverse slopes but that wes not true.
They organized hills in Now Geoorgia as we would, TBach hill had, another -
hill which covered it by firs and it covercd the forward and reverse
slope of that hill. They had a lot of positicns that were not actually

- occupied. I mean by that, they were supplemental postions, available

~forp oc“upatlon. They moved: fast from one position to another, 4s- soon

as they knew where we were going; they immedia tely moved to mect us.
Meny times we got on a hill without too much trouble. only to “get knocked
off by fire from a new pos 1tron we QLdn’t know nbout

Q. I thlnu that 1s ex;ctly as we would orgw*Lze.

A, They are rlgat alon* hefmilﬁtary crpst of the h%ll;v’ﬂhat Fou -can see
of the Jap you can lick. It's only when he starts opening up from ’
unlotated positions that vcu have Lo get imto troubl@. :

Q. That still comes within our principles.. Did'you have any trouble -
keeping the men on the forward slopes of the hill?

4. No,
Q. Isn't there a tendency to draw back on tle reversoe 310p09

A,  You arc.assuming thet.all casualties cams on the forwurd slonb. That's
wrong. The mortars hit' all over the hlll B g o

Q. Vere there many cascs of shock?

“A. AQuite 2 number of shock and war neuroses carly in-the action. -

Q. Could you tell me how you remedied this? Did you cvacuate them or
bring them out of the shock, or whnt?
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Ai

'if the Jap came in one direction, we would go +n right bphlnd him,

«ny case that was- ouSOuthG tc be unreal was sent back into the line
after a short rest. A real shock case cannot be sent into the line
again until he has had a 7onn rest and treatment. I have in mind an
officer on tinis same hill the first dey.  Two Jep mortar shells hit
on cach side of him simultaneously. To.all outward appearances he
wasn't hurt, but he was a raving maniac. To the observer, it is a
miracle he wasn't torn to pieces. This officer was evacuateda to one
of the forward hospitals for two wecks, dfter which, on his own
insistence, he was released to go back into action with his unit.

He ceme by ang talked to me several minutes and looked perfectly normal.
He got back toc his company about the same time the Japs were doing-a
little machinc gun and mortar firing and went to pieces again, He wes
evacuated to tho States and I believe, since, has beeén retired.

Did you have aﬁy'canhoh platoon or company?
Neither, -

Bézookasé

Bazookas but not amminition,

Did you pick the bazookas up on the way out?

)

They were issued to us on Guadalcanal. e never had a chonce to fi
even onc round., e tried to lecrn how to use them and planned to
them in expecting ammunition would be sent up, but when the final, dby
of cmbarkutlon camé end we had no ammunition, we left them behind

Count:r ttack plﬂn -~ dinasmuch as. they never lJk,netr'c‘tx,d your pObltjcn,

4.

I expect you didn't use them, but what wsre your blens?

We planncd to usc the unoccuw1ﬁu battalion simply to restore the
position. We had three routcs reconnoitered and plﬁnned from the rear
hill to the front. You might say, in general, our plens called for:

.

In' the nlbht attack they madc on the flrot night, did they knock out
any of thc macthb guns you had, plcccu tnpr@ singly?

.
No.

What plen had you mede in the event that would have happened?

‘None other than ricrmal replacement,

Well, where you were at reduced strength with only 200 men in a
battalion, how long would you estimate the biggest hill is where you
12ad your first battalion? ’ ' S
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L. ‘The blﬂgbst hill 1p roughly oOO varos lon? -and probab]y BCO or - AOO
 Jaras croqst

Q.V’In 10ur~m9n foxnolcs hOW:much'diStaﬂCG!did‘vou=haVQ betwéén ~’75,yards?
A Jlthln *h@ compary - about flVO or: tbn yards, bctweun companl - as
- fuch as - 30 yaras. S G L . e et

LN

Qs vVou had durlag bhe daytlme -some sccurlty out 1n front9 2~man behOLOS?
A"‘L‘"n = YU s . '
Qs Just at duwn thlS 1nnor pcrlmetur pypﬁndpd to davllﬁht pcrlmctbr°

T That's right. -

Q. That TGSurVG battalion, was it similarly orge nized?T'

Ay Yes.,  You havo to be so organized. There is no front line with the Jap.

‘ \ ‘ . :
Q. Your idea is then thet at night everybody should just sit tight?

L. Yes. s long as the Jap continues tho tactics he used in New. Georgia,
. t 7/ . .

¢

Q. Would they stay awake?
fie Ono~hg¢f of thé men remained zwake,

D What about amnunltlon and othor supply, where was - 1t dumnbd°
fie The battallon came back to the re zimental forwurd supply point. . ¥e
- “would -notify them when we had the breakdown complete.v ‘The - battalion
" notificed would send back a Qct?ll carry 1t to the ‘battalion area and
brpak it down Pgalﬂ for the compe nlvs.

Qs In your perimeter,defensey"dld”th@ battalion commandecr control- the
“60inm. mortars?. o : o - o A

4. He didn't nced to. He sometimes put them on special detail but normally
© we left theénm to the comDPPJ cmmnrlder to use in ls own sccuor.g

Q. You madc the stutenunt boforp tx t yoa usuﬁllv uSAd sln gle he
machine guns. Did you split light machine guns too? : ‘_ 5

L. We found that the siting,of;madhiﬁé guns. was: the job of the'ba ttﬂllon
commender and whencver he split his heavies, practically always he
placed the light similarly. Here we had a good meny lights substi-
tuting for heavies. I.would have had 211 lights except for the fact
thet when Ifirst issued the order, -numsrous -soldicrs came toime and
‘begged torkéCp,théin\own guns thot they ;kﬂoWVHQW«tO/fanJ ‘se” I .changed
the order and mede it optional, g R SR
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Q.

A .

Qo

A,

Did the lights stand up as well as the heavies?
We had no firing that could not be done with the lights.

In placing machine guns, did you give prierity to sectors or to final
protective line or did you cansider them of equal importance?

Qur machine guns like our rifles were rarely fired to the front on the
defensive but always in front of the nu:vhborlng unit., If a machine
gun, which in our SOP called for its position to”be one place, could

“not- fire-in front of its meighbor unit, it wes moved to such a position

that it could fire in front of that unlt (Damonstrated by dizgram).
It's sector of fire was always in front of the neighboring unit.

In thet terrain were you able to get final protective lines?
Yos. ‘There is‘éiways o way to get fairly good grazing fire,
How long was the average one?

They were very short, For final protective lines we considered anything
over 50 yards very good, .

How. do you fecl about fragmentary orders in attack or defcns Do‘you
feel that a full, complete order snould be 1soued°

No. I think eagh of them h9s ﬂts place, 1 don‘t-believe gither of
them can be used to the exclusion of the other, I issued on-the initial
days, to each of the two regiments, a complete fluld crder: but- it would

. have been a waste of offort to assembie all the ¢ommanders and go

through & complete field order every time we ha¢ some little changes

in the disposition or plan of manouver. I think we succeeded very well
in keeping our troops informed both as to our situation end as to tho
enemy situation. If you-do thet ‘ns it occurs, the need for a comp
order 15, in most cases, climinated.

This SOP bivouac, when you took an objective, from tnc battalion
commander's standpoint, that was in uffvct reorg(nlzntlon on tho
objective?

That's right.

How effective was the use of your- light assault wire, or dld you prefer
heavy wire for a fast mov_ng 51tuatlon o the offcn31ve°

The assault wire, I think, is thk only answbr. It will not stand up
under sustaincd combat and our cxperience’was that on. the first day, we
laid assault wire forward. If on the sbcond dey we found we were still
in that position and it looked as though we would be there another day,
we laid 110 wire to the batthllons. The division 1pid all linds to the
regiment with 110 wire
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Q.

Primerily by qutomatlc Wuapons. ﬁ‘xa‘géddf.?fﬁ~ua\3,z

*'fstrlkv ‘was vgry thln.

Evvry Vifort 1';C:fv: ?' o ﬂif;fA¢  _£}j',:, “5;ift$z._7ﬁbﬂf

ncllmate Oer thoro....muoh rust°

Pl nty. You must v1sua11ac a: country wh are, the ground isi alwayo muddy,

.y” '

ThlS nlght attqcm th t was. stowped wnct was.it? sttpped by9 R

'Dld vou hﬂve Lny Verys : 1llum1natlon° :mff _j;i {'3 Riv f: 5

A AN 3 "

No 1llum1natlon. . However,. it was moonllght and moonllsht 1n tne

troplcs is leoot llke dav;lght

‘;Dﬂd "ou haVc eny antltank guns°

“jWb had antltank guns . t tho beachhead. Ve bfough£ fpur'intheﬁ:up
Adurlng oY lASth defensive periode s oo L T 0 e e

Did vou ever us canlstcrs°

We used canlstors ‘in tralnmg but we Had no~ occas:.on bto uise thum in' .
New Georgia. We had no 37's during the big night sttack, We found
in firing canisters they were good for 40 yards or less., \’hey make

- a wide sheaf -and cover the neur targets uffOCthGlj but beyond that _
‘we don't ‘believe they are eflectLVG. :

How- w1db a shoaf Would tnﬁt COerQ .

Y 2O yurds 1t uovured a t rgbt that was: npprox¢mateiv lO~varis w1de.
How much farther than tha t 1t went I don't know. Lt 4O yard: the )

"Durlng thc pLTlOdS you were bedihg: subJec ed t o morfar nd artl lery
 ‘fire, whet efforts were mgdﬂ to Aocate tne ervctlon 01 mortgr and
‘—-artlllnry flrc7 P T T CTI LS RN A e I \

I mean, wh(t is the most offbct vc ncthod of detormlning locat10n°

:Weudidn*t'find‘any effective mﬁthod@:_ﬁé;would thinkxwe7h§d%itﬁlocated
and send a ‘patrol-that way s=nd ususlly £ind somg; odd /positions.but no

mortars, 11rplane photos were good in locating dual purpose guns,
That position is & good 15 feet in diameter, well dug ,out and eu31ly
located from an airplane photograph; but for mortars’ tﬁ.HSulvos, we

-didn't find any effective way-of locating them. Usually if we got
‘thrée ‘people tor agree which direetion. they come. from, wc would have 1t

photogrdphed and .would .shoot irty ov r-the area,. bub we nuvvr did

. locete tho mortars effecz1vely.

Dld you hqve much troublc in kepplng y@ur wuaoons 1n opbretlon in that

where it reins several times cvery day, often 21l day-and all night.
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You can't keep rifles free from rust but’ you can keep tho workvng parts
clean and oiled. The Japanese ‘have a little cover, made out of something
like celluloid which keeps the mud out of the ‘bore. . ! .fter the first

. couple of weeks most of our soldlers had one of those muzzle covers,

The matter of photographs ~did you request any photogruphlc mlssions
and did they get them forward to you9 o R

Yes.
How long did it take to get one and get the photograph back?

You asked for one one day, it would be executed. the next day and you
would get it the following day.

Was any preliminary reconnaissance of the prospective area made by
regiment before you moved in on ground that was Jap territory?

I used staff officers quite a bit in coordinating moves - usually the
regimental executive officer and 5-3, but no reconnaissance was made
of areas in Jap territory preparatory to moving in. Ye always moved
in prepared to fight if necessary.

What was S~3 doing?

I kept an S-2 and S-3 with'mé‘habituallj The S-3 was occupied mostly
with keeping abreast of the situation as concerned us and our other
troops.

Outside of regiment?

Yes.

The S—4 wasn'!t with you?

Never at the front line. He remained at the regimentel dump., His
assistant S-4 operated the ;orwurd supply point, usually inside the

© regimental area,

The S-1, what was he doing?
He was up forward performing the contemplated functions of 5-l.

At the regimental CP?

Yes.

What wes the organization of your CP?

We had a standard set-up which the CP used in either the offensive or
defensive, It began with myself or the executive officer or S-1,
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p01nt1ng out the front. and ;the lOC“tlon of my foxhole The artlllerj

. weént to the foxholﬂ to. my left) His détail went rlgnt in"fPont of

. him . (E;plalned in: chart) " To the rlght ‘wént the 522 S~3 and . the

_;“operctions serceant Justto, the. rlght of that went 5-3° personnel

" or detail. I hid a détail of ‘foiir men, e bodv—guard just béhind me.
_They were two drivers, one orderly and the stenographer. ~To the h
vfrlghﬁ front Was the 1.&R.’ PTatoon With its filter center,’ to the
left front was the communications pldatoon and to the rear Whs the -

V-

regimental headquarters company, the S-1, message center, aid station

‘ and the Asst S—4 with the accompanylng personnel of their séctions.

3
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Q.

.

k.

Y Ce e A
. harchlng in the Jouth Pacific area-is nob a malor factor of the opera-

Initial security on the march, can you tell us briefly what steps were
taken that you observed in the combdu zone - with partlcular reference
to Ak and AT? g : :

tions; such marchifnig as we did was along conventional - teachlnga, out=
posts, flank patrol, with lateral security furnished by the different

" platoons down the column at. each half, The machine guns of the heavy

weapons platoon were hand-carried. throughout.the marching. On road
fmarches. all guns were set up for antiaircraft defense at each halt.

What didthey do on the march? How did you obtain dlstrlbutlon?

If you recall in my lecture, we worked exclusively on the idea of the
combat team. - A machine gun platoon followed each rifle company as a
combat team on the move so that normally gave us a distribution of
machine guns and AT weapons throaulout the length of the column.

- Now then the advance gua rd what steps were taken to brlng aboat

artlllery support while on the march°

During the Y'oad marches we made. durlng the New Georgla operation, there
was no artillery support. .I believe T will elaborate on this-a bit so
that you will get the picture I'm talking about. I personally: joined
the Mew Georgia. operatlon after it had commenced. It had been going on
for almost a week before I personslly arrived on New Georgia and they

were in contact with the enemy. Any movements that we made were tactical

moves rather than tactical merches up to completion of-the first phase
of the New Ceorgia operation, .¥e then had cuite a long marech, but it
was purely an infantry march, . The artillery which had been stationary
so far during the operation had withdrawn its liaison units preparatory
to regrouping and moving into position for the next phase.

You didn't have any roads, just trails?

Just trails.

Could you get your organic transportation along trails or carry?

" By carry - everything by hand, It was beginding to be possible to .

get l/h~tons elong the msin trails.
What did you do wlth prlme movers?

Not until-the iunda phase of the New Georgia operatlon was complete
did we get any large vehicles forward of the beach head.

Durlng the movement to Guadalcenal from Rendova you were aboard: sh1p°
What steps did you taPe to protect yourself°

With the exception. of personrel detalled to: asqlst the. Navy gun crews,
‘we kept the men below decks.
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Q-

A,

You dldn t than 1t was w1se to keep them,on deck? oL A};¢.

ho. ihere were plenty of automatlc weapons manned by Navy personnel

~augmented by our machine gunners, to take care of any air attacks, and
‘we felt that the best protection for the.men - as well as .providing

necessary room. for ‘gun crews. on deck. came by keeping the men below. If

- you have in mind the &ffect- ‘of: qmall arms. fire on: enemy-aircraft, I can-

relat'e -one -incident which occurred during: this' one day's march whlch I
mentioned . awhileé ago. During .the halt while we were - awaiting orders,
we went into an assembly position near the beach; :using our SOF combat

- bivouac formation, 7hile we were there we were hlt by three bombing and

‘"away short of our'p051t10n and dleappeared

Qs
A.‘

Q.

Q.

A...

strafing raids from low=flying plarnes-in quick succession, ~The.first

one completed its run although our men fired on it, The second one got
through altheough they drew more fire .than-the first run.. They made pne
more attempt but ‘the small -arms fire wes .50 1ntense tbat they turned \

i

-

What securlty d1d you have on thls march° |

Typical advance guard. e WPTG able to get flank patrols out apprcx1—
mately 200 to 250 yards. Our security on the march was a matter of 80P.

March outposts and.flank observersiwere sent. out during halts, -and ad-
. vance guard with flankers on- thr march.: Dlstances were: adgustable ac-

cordlng to terraln. Lo

. Are there any sketches of your SOP avallable° \

i

There are some belng preperec oW, for General Bonesteel’s use.. I assume

3;-that if: he approves, trey w1ll be reproduced and dlstrlbut d

3:-How did” you manage with: water on these moves7 Dld you have extra water

cans to get ‘water to the troop

We carrled extra water in flve—gallon weter cans. Bach man was issued
two canteens. We filled them at the beglnnlng of the day and that was

supposed to last all day.

Two per man?
Two '’ per ‘man, one on his belt- and one on his pack
D1d the Japs make any effort to sabotage your route of march°

,z.»",,

Thls partlcular route of merch was made after We captured Munda Alrport

“and moved toward’ Balroka. The J p was defeateﬁ and on the run.. We had

no trouble,:;,;fa,ﬁ

D1d ‘you experlence any alr attacks at all° w

The one I just descrlbed is the only one ourlng thls march 'vThat con-

;‘sumed p0551bly one—half hour's time: alr told R R
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- Q :How'mahy»plancs did, they hit you,with and how’low did they fly?

. ._Am ZVéryﬁ16w eJéppré#im@éély idoﬁté.é@Qﬁfeééfanaiiﬂ“gr@ubé“ofithree.' They
- could hayeqbeenftheasame@thrée4planesv-.Onfé,tppal"of nine.

;o o soa /’:1 P @ . S o
Q. JHow‘did«theyghit;your:golumng,”.

. A.\.They hit-us during'thé halt.at whigh'time we were in our pqmbat bivouac
formation, :They dropped-about. five bombs and completed two strafing
runs but caused fo casualties. o Lo

Q. What could you say about air supremacy? Did you feel you had air
supremacy? ' .
B A,//We had it without question, We had control of the air, but. even if
_~ you have control of the air it doesn't mean that the Jap cannot come-
‘;_ ) in on a run,.and he frequently did. -Our planes were coming from Segi
' and Guadelcanal, and the Jap usually came in when our planes were absent.

Q. Wnere did you meke this mrch? .

4. MNew Georgia Island proper - from north of Munua, to Munda, to Lembetl
then north along the Munda Bairoka trail, e ;

Q. In the juﬁgle or in ﬁhe 6ben}"

A. The plain around }Munda and Lambeti‘was-fairly'open, The remainder was
an intense jungle. = . . : i

"%y, when you made your attéck!gcrossffﬁ?’péﬁibsﬁlé north of the ‘airport,
were you in the,jungle all the way? ’ ‘ e

‘ " A. Bl the way.

Q, When you were in support of the Bairoka attack, that was also jungle?

A. That was all jungle. Ve, as 2 regiment, didn't operate over any open
grounds other than this march when we left  the west cqast‘ang moved
through the airport, through Lambetl Plantation and turned north.

Q. mes the plain of Lambeti cleared? DEEE E

A. It wes partially cleared in Munda;becaﬁse of the éirport;”'lt was
cleared around Lambeti Plantation"byithe Naval and.Air{Corps,bombard-
ment. . : R S I

Q. I?am‘partiqularlyfihteneétéd,in,biyouacféuppbsts. Whet - ‘changes do |
'~ Jou have to.meke. in the jungle? . Any basit changes? Do you have sentry

‘posts, outguards, supports and ‘use of réserve like we have here?

B Except»as;Q@r;SGB:Qomb%t,bivouQCgapplied, W§ didn{p use‘them. I do.
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attacks?

e ey -

ot mean to say thit they léanmot bé used, 'However; there is a question
in my mind as to the ability of the dmerican soldier to remain quiet

as long as ig required on an’ isolated sentry post. We found:no need of
that because theré was nd doubt whén the Jap was coming. This was
usually abovt fifteen minutes after dark. He announced his arrival with
mortars and we could follow his progress, listering to his guide signals,

There was ng¢ secrecy about the Jap approach, We placed hand grenade

booby. traps and trip wires to'be sure that we ‘were warned but- we could
usually tell ‘from hearing thée noise made by theJap.himself .

How far from ycur sleeping bivouac would you plece your security - 100
yards? S o T e e ‘ N

A. No. We pulled our listening posts into our perimeter, beginning at
' dark. © - e I T »
Q. Do your perimeters have organized reliefs as we know them? ’
A. BEach little group had its own. &s far as possible in the four-man fox-
holes, two slzpt while two remained on guard, . S
Q. flouldn't they be full of water?
A. You soon get - hare you can sleép very nicely when you have the oppor-
tunity, even in water. : A P .
Q, Was there ary depth to that defense? B . :
A. An outer perimeter containing the sutomatic fires - the interior filled
with smaller perimeters of riflemen, - :
(4t this point Col. Holland drew @ complete sketch and expleined the
defense in detail, including the system of sniper stalking to clear
_the area at. daybreak.) S ‘
Q. In the meantime you stayed in the foxholes?
A. Until the "all-clear."
Q. How deep did you have to dig the foxholes?
A. From two to three feet. It varied.
Q. Did you have any nighi patrol? - R o
L. Yo night'patrol.. That was:due_tb_the fact that the Jabé‘were on the
offensive every night, all'night,fénd»we"agreedwthat‘none_of us_ was
to move outside the foxholes, so that anyone moving could be assumed
to be Japenese. - Ny el S : -
Q. Did y6u fihd‘it'hece53ary'tb set up a combat patrol to take care of the
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B i o ntd Z"':’—' e T

" ”“tt&ck A £BY0R ;7 we! stayew‘fn‘place ﬂnd depended on: - the

I3 f wes hadklﬁh
cover1ng~f1re 'of our automatic weapons, ‘mortarsiidnd- artlllery to-take
care. of Japs out51ae the pcrlmetcr, and our rlfleg, knlves and bayonets

PR

: A Not at nll

Q. Did ma chlne guns havo flnal protectlve llnes7 ‘;””i

.4, That's rlght‘ On flxcd llnes.

-
RS

QL IE eu
7 Yeaf fbrmatlon°

i '-‘-"t . W

- A.. Under any terrain, undor any ‘condition; at any place, untll I w chonJ

-7 vinced that thérc is'a better way, I Would use:it.: I- MWouldattuse it
in the open with the same close intervals ds ip tho ]unglu.;g mwould
kcep the formation of smaller units fairly close, with 1ntervals between
units much greater; depending on the effect of:the cross Lirge. -of.hhe,
automatic weapons and. rifles; ws well. es artlllery and mortars to cover
the 1nterv als betwaen units. If you stucy this feormetion you: wili find
that an attack.from:’any directIon”is'met - by-the seme Fire with only
the movement of ‘half the automatic guns, which consists: -of -moning fxom

. the primary to the supplemantal.pOSltlon. Further, it permlts perfect

“irheedom of movement' to attack when desired, under-all cendltlon§. .

ey

”Q,J:Dld you use that formctlon in: terraln such as Fort Bcnnlng°
P RS R \‘ "'jv"? I Ly - "
A. I did. The initial deve lopment of this SOP was medo when I was “with
. the bourth D1v131on here«ﬁm FortBénning. " :

3
- .. oy L Lo -
i i ey :

Q. Would you recommend that we tbach such a formatlon 1n defens of rear.
”areas7 b ‘g,v AL .

’ LI CaM

4, . e e ’m'."

S . AR A ;
'Yes = certalnly, for rear ‘areas-in Jungle operatlons.l However I be-
..'lleve that.this, formation: is mot to bé-limited v D) defbn51ve 1tuatlons.
 Itis the best method I-know of for’ Organlzlng as qulck defense on’ new
" ngound It is'the best way I knot 1or‘complet1ng a,qulck ‘and, thorough
‘“reorganlzatlon of a wnit after:an attaeky and: aluo it :is the best. form-
‘ation I’ know.of for an assembly.'area.:or attack posjtlon. Eyery man in
" the unit knows.where he belotigs.- 'I- don't mean that the first. squad- is
‘always on the rlght bf a certain company ‘or always: inithe. legd We
used a counter clockwise order of units regardleSs of - who. . was: ln the
lecad and as soon as the men got thé: plcture there was no questlon of
confu31on,. T : - :

Q;f'What dld you do wlth thu serv1ce company7“

A+ They were spllt. We used a minimum number w1th the forward supply with-

¢

k7= RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED :

General Committeec (Cont'd)

"in the aree.*eBattsl;on soctlons were w1th_the1r bcttallons. The greater
" number would: be in ti
'»”?sunply r01ntp7f'«~kr{

rotected area of the beach head at the maln

Sy

Was the formatlon you .describe ever: subgected to artlllery flre——heavy
artillery flre° What effect d1d that- have? : ;

If the Jap hcd used artillery as we used it, we would have been forced
to use larger intervals between platoons, companles and battallons. I
don't believe the b851c prlnﬂlple would have changed., :

. Dld you try to have them mutually support1ng°

‘Each unit'was;self-sufficlent., Even the platoon could place automatlcn

fire around its own perimeter. However, terrain permlttlng, all units
were mutually supportlng. :

’

"~ Can you glve a rough estlmate of “how much area was covered by the bat—
Z:tallon 1n this dense formatlon° : :

‘_Three to five hundred yards in the Jungle..,
‘jWhut is the estlmate when subgect to artlllery flre° o

t:‘From elght hundred to a thousand yerds - about double.

That seems pretty dense to me Are you talklng about clrcumference or
dlameter° "

Dlameter. We took advantage of the Jap hesltancy in employlng art11~
lery and mortars 1n sustalned concentratlon,~_-

‘Why did- they go in for four—man foxholes rather than 1nd1vidual fox~

holes? T _ R \ ¥
When a Jap commando raid is in your area you should remain very qulet

If you don't, he'll toss a grenade. 1f you have, tiwo.men sitting at:
opp051te ends of a foxhole w1th one observlng 1n each direction, no
movement is necessary,( That was the prlnelpal reason; but then it has
alwayu been a-belief of " mlne that a ,single sentry is almost as bad as
none at all, If you put two individuals out there, they usually.stay,
whereas one is liable to get. a little hysterlcal Stll] another reason

. was that we found that the best way to deal with the Jap on these. raids,
" was. for one man’ to grab hlm while the. other worked him over w1th a knife,

bayonet or club

yDld you use the hayonet very much'7 o R ,.}.“;:v, p;i-

We used the bayonet, but. 1t :has, its: llmltatlons +If a Jap is moving

‘by a foxhole, .a man must rise" up to use the bayonet whereas a long
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. That included comnand post persomnel.

. We had a étandéfdiwéy
/allfaroundxdefenséé,t(Drew diagram)
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knife (machete) will go out a yard or é yéfd-énd a half without
change of, position. = . . S :

. Were there any mines:used in the New Georgia operation? -

We used hand grenades as booby traps only.
You could have used mines, couldn't you?
Personnel ‘mines wbuldahévé"béeg'fine. The only point is that by using

hand greamades, we had almost the same'effect, and each man on the per-
imeter knew where the grenadesiwere, so that in the morning he went

- 6gt.and,gpt them and used them in offensive action later on &s hand
‘grenades, - N o

Was the Jap attack preceded by artillery preparation?

By mortars and some dual purpos¢ guns, Usually the Jap:‘let us have-

stopped for awhile.

~ about three volleys of mortar or dual purpose gun fire and then-

Did the Japs get up and charge without following close behind their
barrage. » o o

That's right. 4H0Wever,.théy.werén't too far behind.

.- Did the formation correspond to ours?

I couldn‘t>see much of it. However, from the reports I géthered>that
the attacks were in groups, all coming at once.. - - o

Outside of the close formation which you call SOP formation on the de-

. fense, did you have the units in contact with the enemy on a designated

M. L. %. and a Reserve Battalion? A regular line?’ This seems to be
an isolated defense, an all~round defense, say for a bivouac. ‘

Personally, I make no distinction. (Drew chart) You will see by this
placing on the chart of ai’, L. R. and a Reserve Area around the other

. Battalion, with boundaries between units, you have an orthodox defense

picture, I would insist that each unit including the squad, be capable
of all-around defense. o .

Did that include your command post personnel?
Did you Qrganize'them int§ combaﬁ:grou§5?f?%T

For the CP to go, intp position, which provided

Was the defénse-ofrthéiﬁégimént CP:furniShed by the Battalions?
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By a security platoon within headquarters company, but not included in
its 1/0 and drevwn from the regiment at 1argu.’

‘What was the average strength in that platoon?

The .same as the rifile platoon.

" Did: the battalion ‘have a similar orpani ration or de they dubend on

organic dSSland porsonnel°

Organic ass;pneu personnel, le believed'that'the'battalipn CPs should
be up where the fighting was going on. If I found at any time the CP
was back more than 500 yards I pushed it up at once :

Where could you operate best with the vregiment CP? R

e kept the regiment CP close behind the battalions in contact with
the Jap. ‘ :

- i ) . . '/:
"It seems to me you could only control one battalion if you were with

it.

I wes usually right bbnlnd the leadwrg battalion w1th the command.
group when on the march., Behind the second battalion came the CP per-
sonnel. During action, the r\flmbntal CP normelly se t up behind the
center of the attacking QC}V]OQ, with tha unéngeged batta lion just in

}ear.

You were gust é few hund?éd yards behind then?

600 yards was the furthor\st away. Normally'no@ more than two or three
hundred yards, :

You had w1re°

Th rlcht

i)

V}& You had a very narrow front uldn't Jou°
WV .

PQ/ About 500 vards. )

Q. What would you do 1f you were assngpud to some of the zones of action

’ 3uch as Italy or Africa - a. zone thrse or four bhousand yards '
//

A{G I would initially keep s"“ntlclly the same formestion, as close as

A\ enemy artlllgry would permit., T would not let 'my bmttallons get so

far away that I couldn't: control them, I believe the best way is 1o
go ahecad as compact as you are permitted by the situation, and Nhon
you do opsn out for manuuve rs, always have a 'definite objective 1
vlgw, where the iment will automatically regroup, .
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Q. ‘Wpat use did you make of your I énd R Platoon?
‘;ﬁ.//The I and R Platoon was organized along the line of the filter center,

. It was represented on most patrols, but it was mostly concerned with

obtaining,eveluating,and disseminating information from all sources.
Ngfﬁ‘Where did you get your liaison officers?

4. . Our T/O provided for thrce liaison officers. We used them as assistants,
S2, sh.and S1. They werc trained in being assistants to the chigf of
section primarily, but in all cases where we were adiacent to enother
regiment, they were sent to the adjacent regiment headquarters as our
liaison, ' : ' ’

Q. You didn't have liaison officers with the Battalion>Commanders?
4, No.
Q. I would like to ask about documents, did you keep 2 journal?

L. In the filter center we had the clearest and most complete diary. of
what happened you could imagine. kach section kept a daily log of
its activity and at the erd of each 24 hour period, this was sent to
the 5-1 for extracting and placing in the unit journal, -

Q. You didn't keep a journal as such? You restricted it?

A. The journal was brought up to date each morning—~n~at‘the end of every
twenty-four hours. We restricted it only in that each section kept-
its own diary in full detzil for entry later in the regimental journal.

Q. They were submitted to 8-1 as a section journal?
L. You might call it that, we considered it more as a section diary.

Q. You don't use the actual section sheet bacause much of the material
is of no velue” What is the objection to the way we teach it? We
teach that a regiment and battalion keep only one journal, That may
not be the best set-up., We have the Sergeant Major receive all mes-
sages and after the officers read them, they show what they do about
them, and the messages are entered in the journal. If a commander
issues orders we have someone enter them in the journalj also tele—
phone calls of importance made by the staff. We are teaching that one
journal is all that is necessary and 'that everything centers around
s-1 section as far as recording copy goes.

A. One finel journal is o1l that is necessary - however, let's take the
S-1, from two miles to ten miles away, you will never gct what he is
doing. '

Qe We also teach that S-4 has a representative who releases information
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~notes of official conversatlons.

Ve didn't get any Jeep replqcemcnts.' We dla get all the machlne guns we ‘

‘or requests 1nformgtlon and’ ge ts itrin.the. journal, The worP'th at
S~L, does while he is away he keeps notes of . and brings thbm when he
goes back to the commﬁnd post :

- I ‘can't say why but in nyv ‘own headquarters th t, wouldn't work. It would

work after a fashion but it would be very incomplete. We-found that

very complete notes and records could be kept by. command and steff sections
as individual activities, without effort - and the routine breakdown of
this into the ruglmentel journal gave.us an accuracte. and complete docu—

ment Whlch othérwise was impossible.

The regimental commender w111 have somoone with him most of the time
who v1ill keep a record of what he does while he is away end he will turn
it in? You con31der that f6951ble or unfeas1ble° o

I had a stenographer kecp a record of what I dld - even to shorthand

Your system is in effect the same then?

Yes{

Lt

Were replacements' requested through unit reéports?

-

‘From unit reports. Based on daily strength.:

How did you receive replacements?

They arrived as a group - without roster or classificetion, just about
dark. ' »

-~ What happened if you lost a chlne gan or jeép or something like that?

How did you handle replacement9

necded. I would tell the assistant S-4 that I wanted machine guns and
he would call the S~4 by telephon” and they were sent up with the
rations. .,

You had very liﬁtle difficulty in getting replocements of that sort?
We had no dlfflculty.

Did you have much tranSﬂortatlon°

Ten jeeps. I would say one-third of thOSe were on the deadllnc, con-

- tinually.

You had no opportunity to get replaéements?

That's right, and no parts.‘ We would teke parts from a wrecked jeep
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to make repairs on others. This improved after we finished Munda, the

. early part. of August.:

You spoke of using liaison officers as assistants to Sél, S-2 and S-4,
did you have warrant officers in your-T/0? How was time broken.down
in the work? How much time did the liaison officer have with other units”

" The W.0. acted as assistant and took turns with the officers, However,

I found that most of the time they were needed concurrently with their
chiefs., The commissioned assistants, except for the assistant S-4, were
used as liaison when necessary. ' - T

The aséistantlsél went out as liéisoﬁ Wi£H the 172nd Infantry early in
the operation. Sometime later the assistant S-2 went out to another
regiment. Both remained on liaison until after iunda,

How about the liaigon to the pear with diVision headguarters?

When necessary, the assistant S-3 (mot ‘a regular -liaison officer) was

~ sent to the Division G-3.

Q.

Al

You would say that staff sections are undermanned rather than overmanned
with the amount of work? R R .

Yes, I used the minimum number. of men I needed to do the job and it was
over the T/0, \ )

Did your officéf replacementé cémé in the'second lieutenanfmgfadéf

We had captains as well as lie@£enaﬁts. No field officer replacements,
How did thé,pléfoon that you ofganized around the comménd post work 6ut?
Swell,

It wasn't necessary,to put out énti~aircraft-observers?

This defense platoon furnished those'observers for the command post and -
also furnished the CP patrols. : o S “

Did the Bn CPs put out observers? . -
We required each batialion to furnish personnel for a regimental OP

in their area and we designated the location, Each CP also had either
single or double sentries, according to the SOP.

Was that to guard against ground infiltrations?

Bdth ground and.air.

Was there only oné tphone in-the filter. center to -handle outgoing
information?
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1;Yes, but usually after we had recelved them from our fllter center

1northcast”?;;_'

Yes. [They.had codes such as "Bogey, Angel 7, 225, closing.' - (@@

Not, eXactly. Informatlon went’: out- to'0Ps over ‘the OP ’phone, to
battalions over the S~2 ‘phone, and to the regimental. S—2 over the
sound power: 'Dhone.

AT

” Dld Jou get alr alerts from dlv151on¢ .

;*was all radlo communlcatlon in the clear°

Durlng the flght emcrgency conversatlons by voice radlo were usually
in the clear 1f pOSSlble. Wessages were coded when secrecy S0 demanded

You dldn’t have a partlﬂuler code to broadr st, such s'“halast,

4

All the lateral comminication tywng+1n with othep” agencles ‘was. bedause

“you couldn't get sa tlafactory service from nlgher plnccs on 'down? The
division wasn't tied in to glve the 1nformat10n7

‘That!'s right. . « 'f' S

How many extra .radios .did you have to. arrange for?

Four from commercial radio parts which we assembled, |

0

You didn't have 300 sets, dld you7

- Not that I know of. 2A5 288 28&, 195, A36 511 and one 1n the 600
l‘_serLes, I believe the 609 .

'
" . .
. . . . . L r

Did you receive from 150 miles away? t

Usually anything that far away we received from other 'sources. We'used
one radio for searching for such messages, with more or less success, -
] N - ll / R ’ : . . . - A

 How many men did you have in communications?

\

"The regular communications platoon: gb. headquarters. In the companies,

special men were tralned to hcndle thclr company telephones.

j Did the I and R Platoon operete. ny OPs?

Only in a superv1sory capac1ty, xcept for the establlshment of a fourth
regimental OP when needed. .

S

Did you get a chance to question any prisohers?

We had thke opportunlty,_but couldn't talk to them bec«usc we had no:
1ntcrpreter. , , , b .
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‘The,informaticﬁ you got in the.filter center indicates you got it
_ through radio channels, There are quite a few wire channels: involved

in the operation of a normal filter center by the,Air Corps. Did you
have occasion to use the Air Corps filter center? :

- We received information by'wiré‘from'dps, OPs, .etc., as well as what

we received by radio. We had a line to the radar and a line to the
air operations office of Munda Airport, after it was established,

Have you any suggestions for the modification of. our umpiring system -
any particular phases of it which resulted from your experiences in
combat? * .. .

I don't believe I can give you anything helpful. Wy impression of
past umpiring on maneuvers in the U.S. was not so good - they were

‘ ~always far from the battle realism. Umpires seem to have no imagina-

A.

tion, and most maneuvers sooner or later ended in a race from point
to point. SR : -

That has been one of our difficultieé,‘ The junior umpires didn't have
background»and their imagination is not sufficient to make up for it.

' Most maneuvers are permitted to run entirely too freely. They get to
be what we called the "rat rdce" rather than a process of instruction,

" In general, I am opposed to "free" maneuver, I believe the lessons to

1In the jungle, yes.

" be taught should be studied by the instructers before they are presented

and the whole exercise cantrolled so as to bring out those points.’
Ohrvmanual providss a system which has been utilized in many different
ways. Some have been successful apd some unsuccessful., Do you feel
that. this system is sound from your observation? :

I used it in the jungles of the Fiji Islands.

You do not think that system nceds modification in the jungles?

As far as umpiring is concerned, no, You do have a,problem of applica-—
tion of umpiring in the jungle, as opposed to open terrain, Your dis-

tances are closed in. You need more umpires, I used umpires down to
every platoon, but all my exercises were severely controlled., We left’

a leader frée to decide what to do, but if he made a decision which would
throw the exercise out of line, some situation was brought in to make
him change it. ‘ ‘ ' '

x

Did you have umpires down to platoons?

‘

T want to ask about the records set-up in the battalion. Did you attempt -

“to lkeep the Same records in battalion as in regiment’
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A qu, Our battalien staffs were as nearly duplicetes of regimental

.. -staffs as possible exceépt.that thére was no filter-center. They had

- lgss persomiel ‘than regiment and naturally their set-up. couldn't be
as elaborate. . Otherwise, it duplicated regimental- sef~up.. We_tralned,
them all in the same schools.,
Qi DJd you, 1n settlng up your tralninp for staff groups place any
' pmphﬂs;s on kceplngirccords'of what went .on? S B

A, We.did,

IYQ. tht was your train¢ng prcparatory to combat°\ Did~you foilbw FM 7-40
© as now written? How ﬁbout M 7»20 & FM 101--52 ' '

B WC followua them as cloao*y as we could We- would read cvory ﬂrtlcle
- we could+on - jungle fighting, After such study, we:would, adapt the
taachlngs of manuals to jungle comditions and try them- out in jungle
‘exercises,-making such further adaptations as were indieated. I sent
officers to Fiji commando units and they lived in the ficld with them,
We held round table discussions. of what they learned and the-result of
:wll this was a typed document, which we:used as our training text, . I
borrowed two platoons of non- comm1351on<d officers and officers wino had
-been in service in Guadalcanal end uscd: them to augment our school staff
in the tralnwng during the last two months‘nn Fiji. For this period
our'trpln ing wag divided into three phases. For on¢ phase, a battalion
- was-actually in junglcs on regimental conmtrclled. problems, The setond
+ . phase was that of attending . regnmental conducted schools, much the same
- as here at Fort Bennlng, oubgects included: 3couting and patrolling,
. map reading, -PME, weapons - to include actual firing of-Jap weapars,"
».-  anti-mechanized defense, communicgation, etc. The third phase consisted
‘of battalion tacticel exerciscs to inelude air,- ground and overhead
firing by all supporting weapens., I belicve we followed the recognized
training principles. vcry closely, , . T ‘

Q. I thlnk you were pretty close - to it. I don't know whether this system
should be include d in our books. Is a copy of your 3SOP available?

i EPI 4

A, 'I do not'havb one with.me.
Q. We havu a probl em whlch Tuns 4n thc school - runs for two days. We are
now working .up plans for map.maneuver, prfllmlnary to-the. other, and it
will probably be a battalnon,rlgbt aleng. » The plan in-favor now seems
to bé at bettalion level, to be staged in onz of the Pacific areas.

I want to get some 1deas as to the most Vﬂluablc thing to teﬁch these
officers, What do you suggust° U : : .

A, I'd get an airplane photograph of ground I knew was'strange to them and
- give them two days' rations (to last threc-days), individual water purl—
fication equipment, and a pack, T'd dpaw up an exercisc involving a
directional advance and require the diffepent groups. representing. a
regiment and three battalions to move repeatedly, one group forward, the
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othar.two on double envelopment and mect-at successive objectives.
T'd try-to have a photograph of country where there is no easily
recognizable terrain feature, This can be done in waves so a5 to
include a large class. The advance should oe about ten miles.

Q. You would do that on the ground?
A, Yes., On the ground.

Q. We are faced with the problem of giving them much preparation in mass
order and a lot of'that is just staff function - pretty much routine.
Nevertheless there are quite a few instructions which would apply to
the jungle problem, .

A, I:am speaking purely from a jungle stendpoint,

Q. I have some questidns on the pre-problem part of the build-up - a
. modification of organization and equipment - the organization for

advance in the jungle, frontages and depths, the heavy weapons detach-
ment to the rifle company. Whot I am getting at is that I gather from
your talk that normally there was an SOP for the personnel equipment
carried in jungle combat, which has a direct bearing on the supply
question of what was the disposition and use of artiliery., What was
the use of the anti-sircraft automatic weapons from the landing stage
to the advance in the. interior, the use of the 75-mm or 37-mm
anti-tank guns, the use of the 60-mm and &l-mm mortars, and the normal
ammunition regquirements for rifles for one day's fighting? It isn't
a problem to learn how to read a map, ¥e are using a-map which is
reasonably easy to read. The weapons, the personnel equipment, ammuni-
tion, ctc. have a direct bearing on the supnly plan. Teake for example
during Cuadalcanal when the 35th Infantry advanced around Mount Austen,
Movements of that kind, while reasonably short, have one definite
objective, Would they have certein equipment for a mission o that kind?

A, When we were fighting on small islands with heavy Jjungle, the artillery
was landed and held under group control at the beachhead where it sup-
ported the initial action. When the time came to move it, it was towed
by prime movers to its new position more or -less as contemplated over
here. The 37-mm gun is a very nice weapon if you can get it up to the
front, but thet- is a.problem. The same thing is true in the cannon
company. You seldom will be able to get the 57 or 105 up to where you
could use them as antitank weapons.. I believe that any weapon that needs
2 motor. should be.full track, Definitely not a half track. Our eguipment

~is too voluminous for the jungle and should be modified. However, 1
- belicve this modification can be standard for all Jjungle operations.
& N : :

Q. What modification in-organization would -you suggest for jungle combat?

4. I would cut down and modify the transport, I would replace the cannon
company with a carrier or pack company. I mean humans, not animals,

This should be an organic part of the regiment. Th¢ thought of innum-
erable natives being available is nice but does not work out for combat

~-57- ' RESTRICTED



RESTRJP”ED

General Committee (Cont'd):

DA
o

.unltu. Your initial advance into the unﬁlp is by ha nd carry, and untll

the roads have been fairly surfaced and craded, you can't even teke all

" your 1/4 ton truchs, both because’ of shipping ]1m1t tions ¢ nd the fact

that only 80 many JQOp? can occupy oné trQll

How did you get your supplies. up7 :
‘Ihitialiy, by carrying partics altogethbr, drqwn frém the servch company
COOKS,. bandsmcn, antitank, ctc,
Xou made Qoolies nggof thcm?' w
‘Yes.f:i . ST -
ﬁid~you use aﬁy of your band4to supplemenf the medical detachment?
Not.the medical detacnmbnt We had to celL on the collecting company
for rcp]( Cpments. The llttvr _yartleo going to the pear were augmented ‘
by the carrylng pu<tlus on. +hu1r roturn trip to tnﬁ'c achheed
t’What«wasvprescribed as yoUr unip of fire up tﬁe;e?J
1 canvoniy récall that“it wés lOb5round§ for-the rifle. N
How dld you kcep your TbCOTdS drv in the CP?
e kept_phem uqder our raincoats on inside_Special‘céycrsadee for thun;‘
'Did_yoﬁ have Sheiter tents? o _,'_ ! v;'i“ _ {
. NS not fnr use'es pup tunts._ Initially eezch man had a sheltbr half -
but duylnv thc f:ght no tents were pitcbcd
| Did you keep a's:.tu;ltlon map?': R S o ‘
iYéS- 1“1  , "Af:f ;'A.:. o Jf h 1 | .5 . »
ﬁid yQu ﬁaﬁé a map:béard, etc.? N | ,
" We used improviscd ones of ell kinds and types,'“\
' Xou.don’t récommend that £hose‘things be made articleéiéf'iSsue?
«YéS’ i 1 is éimp1¢ai¢oVeréd,.and)éboutvtha size of a desk blotter.

" Did you have mostly mosaicé? Map photographs?

We had a h 1f tone rbprOOuctlon of - zn airplane ph6£0gfaph witﬁ 4 grid .
ocalc on it, o - o '

v

You didn'{ attempt to kéep coordinates sécret?
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Only in tnct we used a2}l 'kinds of improvised codos in telephonic
conversation with reference to locetions,.

¥

How were points designated on the map?

The grld wa.s numbered on the bottom and at the side,

. Lmong your items of supply, you mentlonod hgnd grenedes I believe the
T/O prebcrwbed l)O gren‘dcs per compan Did wyou use more?

We used all we could get hold of, We gave:each man two grenades and
carried extra boxes when we could.,

Any smoke grenades?
None of that at 21l.
Is- the grenade good abt night?

We used them but a lot of times if you don't know ﬁhere you are throw-
1ng them, the Jungle growth is so dense, that. they may bounce back to

1

Do you think smokefgr@nédes. would have been desired?

No, wec had no usc for them,

‘I meen the type that threws off a eloud of smoke.

‘We used smoke for screening bub “you don't gt close cnough for using
smoke grenades offensively, and the candle is better on the defense,

You didn't nced smoke down in there, did you?

Yes.,  We used smoke for screening, ranging and air-ground target
désignation,

Did I understend you to say thot cven though available you'eouidn't

relJ oty net1Vw ‘bearers?

I saw them only on a few occasions. Using them meant guarding them
from snipers, but cven then thcy dropped their loads and ran at the

flrst 51Fn of trouole,

" You reccmmend employlng your own pcroonne19

That's right. The natives are best employed by the service command

for labor to build warchouses, roads, cte, -
1

If the battalion was - oent in, whﬁt would be the fonnatlon, gencerally
speaking? :
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- ‘They would go in with an'advancé guardf.

How broad a front?' o

Usually very narrow column but still in the advance guard, -
Do patrols and units use exiétinc trails if any?

That doesn't woék out, A smart buttallon w1¢l stay off the trall
4 patrol will do the same thing. Flank patrols. are unable to pace a

- column for any apprc01ablc dlstanc, becqu e they socn ‘tire in making

trail,
You wouldn't have enough rcplacements there?

That's rlght

What do you think, of ta kln a 60-mm tube only and leaving the base .
plate back? _ ‘

e inCluéEdithaf in our}prepafatory training before we went to the
New ‘Georgia operation, but in no case that I know of did they actually
use it in that mamner, They didn't use the 60-—mm oi‘tt,n anyway; but

.when they dld they used base plate and all;:-

t

Did you use the 81 more than the 607

. Ny
Much more. I don't say the 60 isn't effective, I belicvé the reason
we used the 8l more was because in training we didn't have any -ammuni-
tion to fire the 60 and the company: comma nduru, ‘whose weapon it is,
weren't familidr enough with it to uss it effectively. It was used
but not as much & as. the 81,

'Did you have any movements long enough that you had tho probl_em of - ‘

the heavy weapons company keeping up with the rifle ‘troops?

None.

"In Panama we started with the battalion in certain formakion with

rifle companics ahead of the heavy weapons company. .We never arrived

‘at a successful manner of equalizing these.

We never had weapons ma rchlng other than as -a- part of their combat

team, The going was hard but we didn't lose distance. We made the base
of 2 march at the head of the support. - 411 guiding by units ahead of
the support was to the rear. ’ ‘ S

Did you split your éémmapd‘pOSt? Dld you have forw: rd and rear CP°

No; only during an advance .forward - ‘when the sowcalled "advance

: echulon" of cach section went forward to establish & new Cp
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rNoerlly, yes. Thoro mlgnt be some d stance bouwoen scctions on
., occasion, but the supoortrnv fires of the 8l-mm mortars wes the chief
~ ‘duty of the heavy weapons company commender. The 60s were controlled

Wlth thc heavy‘woapons company on tho move, what was, the broakdown°

'Onﬂ machlne gun pldtofu followod eacn of the two leadlng rlfle

companies.
In direct support .or uttqchcd7-

ittached during the move. Tth were actually in ‘direct support but to

_all intents.and purposos thcy'Wore attached until. initial: developmont

was complete. o IR . o

They were responsible for any supply»of ammunition?

- The machine gun, platoon'dréw'its ammuﬁition direct from the battalion,

<

: Wh t was the breakdown w1th mortars?

"We kept the wholo mortar plﬂtoon togothor under bdttallon control
It maroheo habltually behind the battalion hoadquartors company..

: All wore omploy d as a battory9

¢

by the rifle company comm°ndor in the same way,.

Were you able to keop all of your els flrwng°

There was no contlnuous flrlng, usually Just proparatory ndlroquested

~supporting fires.

You took a1l thosé with you?:

.+ That's rlght When we reorganized the two battalion regiment into

three battalions, we left each battalion with only. four mortars.

What dlstlnctlon did you meke between the 31gna‘llng for susan510n
of - artlllcry fire and suoportlng 1nfantrV weapon flre°

4.ut no tlme dld we do elther mortar or art:llory'flrlng whon Wwe' couldn't
- handle it by tplophone. Ve uood no signels, :

You never had a sp601ai signal for one particulur ongagomont°

fle had it -~ a V ry plstol of some kind., However, we never had :occasion
to use it. : ’ : »

Whon you uscd rtlllory'flre in your proparptlon for- the attack, did
you also supplcmont thrt bJ flre of your mort 'S Qndxnachlno guns
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Who called for it to stop?

In your . hnlk the otharday, you oa_Ld that the 1ntﬂlllgoncc of‘i‘J cer ‘
© opera tbd much afcordlng to the SOP. Would you mlna fl<bordt1ng on that?

" Yes, L very good example. of that was at Bibilo Hill, Our 105

artillery began about 300 yards out, which had it begin on top of the
hill and include the forwerd slope.. ¥é used 8l-mm mortar beginning at

the top of the hill and including the nesr slope. ¥e had the machine

guns scissoring the top and 51dcs of the hill.

You were- moving forw rd durlng th(t per10d°

We sat tight during most of thd orbperatlon but when we. did °dv<ncu,

the supporting fire continued until the troops reached the safety limit.

I did, based purely_on-my cbservation of the advancing troops and the
strike of the cpncentration. . .

Our . orgpnizﬂtlon of the 5-2 Section C”llpd for aeglmunta] OPs manned
by battalion personnel at or ne-r cach battalion arga, with one addi-
tional OP to be manned by regimental personnel armd located as the

-situation demanded. It also callied for, wh.re p0351bl telephone

liaison with nearby air opcrutwrng, radars, snd AL unlts. Special radios

~were assigned to listen in on air-ground lnd inter-plane communications,

One radio scarched the air freely to pick up stray information either
friendly or hostile. Llulson officers were assignasd to remain with
adjacent regimental: headquarters .#nd also with any nearby division head-

- quarters including our own, All informstion gathered from .these sources
plus ‘our own patrol reports' was assembled, evaluated, -and disscminated by

the S-2 filter center,

Where did you get these men for regiméntal OPs? : ' : .

From battalion &nd from compznlcs. We didﬁ!t»take them from battalion B N
1ntclllgence sections, S : - '

Did you receive any 1nformﬂtlon from thc sir Lorps?

When the Air Corps was w1th1n a fow mll s of us, we contactpd thcm and
mede arrangeméents to hdve aceess to their inform tion by stationing an

OP at their operationsg office, I say 211 this was SOP. By that I mean, -

this net of information wos established and mainte ined whensver p0551ble '
without. any spec1f1c 1nstructlons from me. : : :

In other words, you used the intelligence platoon as OP obsérvers and
not as patrols? : — »

No, that is not correct, The I & R PLatoon mznned the flltpr center,

sometimes manned one OP, often hed representatives with front line
units and other OPs, ?nd gn occasion DquOrMud sp001al patrol m1351ons.
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Did you liave extra rndloso

O s

Inltlally we hodv°bout four “xtra commercia rédios,,adjusted for short

wave r“CLptlon. e
D1d you make e practnoo of announc1ng ossentlal olements of 1nformatnon°

Yes, but even that was in a great part stundurd in, that all 1nformatlon
of air raids or enemy movemcnts which might affect us’ was sent-in to.
the filter center and every effort waes constantly devoted to getting
that . information. Some of our-sources were 1l]ogu 1L A& great deal wes
standerd. - -Usually my dircctives for 7. E.I.s were glvcn 1nformqlly to
the rcglmontal o—2 . .

Did ycu use your S 2 to try to flnd out probable onemy intcnt:Lons'>

Yes, On many occasions, mhorxwo thought the Japs were trying to come
around our flank, withdrawing, or rcinforcing tholr p051tlons ~we made

.dotermlncd efforts to outguess thom._

Who ordurod thc patrols, etc. for obtalnnng thls 1nform&tlon° o

=I mercly told the 5-2. whct I wanted to. know, ~nd hb used hlS own-methods.,

How -did you decide whot you wanted to know° In most situa tlons qun't
it true the enemy hod onc of several things he could do and your problem

3b01lcd down to which one of thOSv things it looked as though he were
‘going to do?: : : : :

I don't know that I cen emswer thet. - When I wanted to know somebhing

“specific I called my S-2. ‘During the-initiel steps.we had fulrly

definite locations. of two strongholds -which effected us very much. The

- thing about the cne on the south was that at times it seemed to be

thickly populated and at times very quiet, s I rocall my instructions
to thc S-2 were somcthing like this, "Get somcbody down thore ard find
out what is going on." In other words, T usually had-some indication

‘2s to the enemy action or ca pablllty “do not recall any occasion . .
where "I actually called for the Hthrec’ Wllllos,ﬂ “However, ‘the -85-2 work -
.sheet had the three standard capsbilities printed on- it together with

normal. specific indications. It :remained for the 5-2 to solect ‘those

'appllcpblc and d931gnatc the means for determine tlon.

.“thn ‘you told your S~ 2 ta got soncbody dONn there, whet actually occurred

thereafter? You mentioned a minute ago that p- wtrols were generally rifle
patrols headed up by senior non-coms. - row did you got that persdnnek? '

. The S-2 called the battalion commander'who was 1n'p051t10n to furnlsh a
"patrol,. o - s c S

The SOP of the roglment° Did thq;battalion‘cOmﬁéﬁder‘have'to‘cbmplyw
with that? : S L . o
o
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Yes.

Dld you flnd 1t the practlce that your- senior offlcers were follow1ng
out the prescrlbed teachjng in giving field orders?, ;

i

An 1n1t1al order 1n each case with’ the 145th- Infantry stuck as closely
“to that as. possible; Usually 1t Was a very g00d. example of a five. '
- paragraph_fleldiorder..i,,{ 8 TA." P :

‘ZWhat about battallons and companles° | .
A.;:The orders 1n1t1at1ne thevattack followed 1t pretty<closely. },J
Q.Q'Was dt the practlce to ;ssue subsequent fragmentary orders° :
Q.~ llow ’muc.l“ ellance dld qu put on sketches9 3 ‘ ’ |
rArv Quite a bit. Inltlally tnings were so compllcated that T waon‘t able

to get far away from the CP and most: of my-ideas of terraln came from

" gketches sent back, artlcularly panoramlc sketches. Later I had the
~opportunity to go over the ground and I found that I ‘had recelved a. very
\:goou plcture of the terraln 1nvolved '

~T'To sta rt w1tn dld ‘you have any maps9

We had no maps at any.tlme We used a half tone reproduction}of an

o alrplane photograph
; How much was the: scale7 AporoXiﬁetely°f '

Lo believe it was approx1mately BCO vards to 1 1nch I don't recall K
j"exactly c “ G ’ PRI ’ ‘-

. You practlcally buwlt up vour own maos°

,_..

':From observatlon, sketches, and from patrol reaorta, we contoured to
-show ground forms .and ran stralght base llneg to verlfy locations.

Were tnese sketches useo in conJunctlon w1tn fnele orders°

>~ No. + Those sketches were more for terraln stud.es. We useafoperation

overlays entlrely to accompany our. orders..~

3 It Just roughly gave dlrectlons and dlstances?

Yes.A However, spe01f1c dlrectlons and dlstances were named in order§

" wheénever 00531ble.:?

. L - “ i o .,_J.“"»::‘ S

Do you know whether S-2 kept a work sheet?
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A

A.

He kept the most COmplete work sheet I have ever seen.‘i’“

" How dld you dlstlnqulsh av task force from combat teams”-‘

A task force, as we knew 1t over there, was a force of Several arms and
services set up for a particulay: operation. It usually included enough

. air, marines, army, service and base personnel to 1n1t1ate, complete

“and, cohoolldate a contemplated Operatron.-

' The combat ’team‘7

The COmbat team ‘s we used 1t in the repiment was a. comblnatlon of a
rifle unit and its supporting weapons. For example, a rifle squad with
the BAR, a rifle platoon with the light -machine gun, a rifle company
with its caliber .30 MG platoon, a battallon with a battery of artlllery,
etc. , .

That was standard for Operatlng over a long perlod of tlme° I mean for
more than one operation? ‘

Tt 'was “standard in all operations. .The "attachments were more apparent
than real, because as soon as development was completed; the weapons
went into direct oupport under the battalion and company commanders.

The initial disposition of weapons depended entlrelJ on the rifle com-
pany. Then as soon as possible - usually in a very short time - weapons
units reverted to the control of their commander. His initial order

.always 1ncluded the use of hlo weaoons.

“You found it de81rable in the: jungle then to break artillery down further
1_than anywhere else”__' ~ o

. That's one exceptlon to the 50P breakdown. All our-marches were made
. with the combat team artillery marching as a- unit. The present long

range does not require its: physical division.

As'a rough estlmate how*much bf your operation would you say became
SopP? - R ' 5 L L

\

SOP including everJthlng except tactics vmlch could lend 1tself to
standardization to 1nolude deve“opmont for combat It covered such -
actlvitles as:

Aovement into rtute column w1th advahce guard giving normal order
/of units and distances in tihe column (subject to change by specwflc
; 1nstructlons), security, rates, halts, ard control. . )

- 2, Movement into SOP combat bivouac (which was also used as. the forma-

tion for the attack position or assembly areas, for reorganization -
upon capture of an objective, and the ba asis for organlzatﬂon of a
"hasty defense) It covered initial disposition of units, issuance
and distribution of orders, CP arrangement liaison, intelligence
sanitation, communication, suoply, use’ of vehicles when present

and security, including warning sentrles and patrocls,

)
/
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A.

~to the battalion €O and such 1nformatwon of mportanm, was rola**cd on 6

~In what state was their morale?

3. Staging’ and embarkation.

4. Landing on hostile shores to 1nclude the establlshment oP the N

initial beachhead,
Were prisoners of any use to you?
Inltlally there were two Neisi Jans sent with us to questlon any -

prisoners but unfortunately they were wounded and evacuated early .
so we had to wait until the division irterpreter gave us the’1n~

" formation obtained from prisoners. However, sane prlsoners ‘could

speak English and we obtained some information, not much.:

. Where did you do. that?

At the fegimental CP.

‘¢

How much information did your OPs get’ for you or Qld vou 5“t’ most of .“

your information from the olvnqlon G-27

: We got most of our.infgrmation from theiOP’and‘surrounding'éohnections.

This- 1nformatlon from +he OP, was that of actual unemy Pmploynenu out

- there in different strong p01nts°

Yes.

You said you had a battalion OP and regiment OP also. Was the latter

0P to'oupplcment battalion or was: that (P for reg¢ment itself?

Our SOP called for rbglmbntal P manned by battalion personnel and one

by regimental personnel in locations’ designated by regiment. Each

battallon was required, in addition, to have at least one OP reoortlng

to us.

The rbglmontal OPs, did they report dlrcct to 1{'6;:3.1*161’1’0‘7

'Dlrect to reglment

Did you have much dlfflculty with dlSClp*lne among mnlloted prrsonncl
and offloprSO :

No.

Did you receive replacements during action?

Yes, We received. some 300.
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They didn't have enough tralnlng, ut theirjﬁo;eieuﬁes‘é;K(w;:
What percentage of casualtles resulted from 51ckness7v’ |
About 50%. ¢ | |

And 50% By enemy acﬁion?

Yes.'

-In regaro to the useé of llght tanks, dld you have anythlng out standing?

Our only experlence w1th tanks iri New Georgla was with eight light tanks
brought in by the Marines ‘about the middle of the operation.  Two of
these tanks broke down immediately and six of them joined the Infantry
in the southern sector in the attack of a dug-in Jap position., They"

were able to advance probably a guarter of a mile before they were.

turned back by Japanese resistance. At the time I was told the Japanese
used flame throwers, I have no verification of that and 'do not know.

I do know, however, that they did turn back, Four of them were sent

up to help thé regiment on our north flank over ground that was thickly
jungled and quite wet.and swampy.  Two of-these four mired down within
100 yards. The other two withdrew and were brought back. The two
mired down were not salvaged until we passed on. The remainder of the

tanks were assembled and used in the -final stages of the clean-up of

Munda Airport. This area was a low coral plain with very little woods
and low marshy places. that could be loeated quickly and avoided. The
procedure was that the tanks went along just a few yards in advance of
the infantry, Initially, it was very successful. It was funny to

-watch a tank get up to a little Jap- pillbox, point the gun down its:

throat and fire about five shots. The only trouble was in the- flnal
stages, when tanks endangered our own troopo who had edvanced beyond
them and the tanks had to be stopped., ?J
Do you think they- could bs used with small unltsk,...platoon or company,
in areas:like you- oescrﬁbed or -in areas thru thcro are connectlng
ridges? :

I believe that the use of tanks in the South Pacific will always be
limited:. However, I believe that a small number of both medium and

“light tanks should be a part of each task force just for such places

as Lambeti Plantatlon_and Munda Airport. It will save the llvos of
a lot of men, : .

Was the Jap antitank defense as good as ours?.
The Japs had the magnetic mine which, if Izunderstend correctly, is
placed against the side of a2 tank and sticks ‘there until it -explodes.
They also had their small artillery pieces apd. their dual pur poge guns;
either of which will stop'tanks. However, I didn't notice any elabo-
rate or 1ntelllgent pla01ng of these guns with roference to antitank.
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dcfense.- It Seemed ds ﬂhough the Japs didnft expect any tank attacks.
"~ They -used .no antltank mlnes as fur as - I know » N
Q. Changing the subgect how d1d you use the reconnalssance troops of
the division? Were any given to you for use with regiménts’ frem
higher beadquarters° : :

~A. The reconnaissance troops of our division were held for use at. the
beachhead ard around the division command post. They weren't attached

to the regiment for any purpose, vnowever, part of the time, we had

- seotlon of the native: FlJlanS w1th New Zealand offlcers and NCCs.

B QfﬁfDld yeu use any pack anlmals W1th tne reg1ment° I T, o
T AT We did not |
Qe -“"Do you thlnk they could be used efflClOntly‘7 ST L e : ' . |

.J“I do’ not We tried, before e went to: Vcw Georgla, some fleld exerc¢ises
/7 with the artlllery pack uﬁlt stationed on Guadalcanal. ¥e’found, that
" “most- -places where you coulo ‘Bet & mule and his pack you could get a
T jeeprwith its- lead, and sone places you could get -a.jeep with'its load
. where you ‘coutdn't get a mule with 'his. On wet, slippery: hillsides
‘especially, ‘the mule would s1ip ‘and fall. ‘The jeep would slip but not
* fall.,  Practiéally: socaﬁlng, 4n the jungle you have to clear the same
’space for a mule. w1th nls pﬁck that you do- for a- Jecp. R '

Q,‘jHow about vegetatlon° Was there any a mule- could llve on°-'

- A, Therc is plcnty of vegetatlon and grass-to supoort practlcally ‘ahy

" ¢ number of animals. I saw a number of .semi~wild cows living on it,
but whether or not our-mules could digest it -I. don't'know.f I saw o
quite a bit oi‘ hay brought in "for our-animals., . . - L .~

vt Q. You spoke the. other dayi of your ‘SOP.  Could you give anj. outstandlng
. -examples of things you took"out’ that didnh't work so well - anythlng
'regardlng supply, bivouacs, marches or developments? -

. A« Ve used SOP tor 1ncludc development for combat, clthcr offen31ve or-

R ‘Jdefen31ve, from there on. e - -deperded on the situatlon ard the decision
cof commgnders ~I don't recall anything orescrlbed in SOP which we
“eliminated. I:do 'recall several things: that we added for cxamplo

the standard arrangemant of the command post. T

Q. How did a new offieer fit’ into the scheme ofithe SOP? Didit take him
e very long to get on to 1t7 . _ ' fb"
”A;f+It takes a- long tlmc to pcrfcct 1t but u'short tlme to get enough of
. the fundanental prlnclples §0 +hat you don't becone lost :

S

”QJ”'In othor words, 1f you bccame a casualty, SOP would stlll functlon°
oo
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Thatts right but it's perfectily posolble for enough of the key
leaders to be replaced that it would gradaallv fade out.

You didn't mention very much in your lecturp excopt indirectly, on
liaison with air. On what ground was liaison maintained”

The liaison was maintained through division. : o ,

Did the ground units maintain liaison with air units?
That was only down to include division headquarters both ways.
Division would send liaison officcrs to air units, especially if
contemplated air action was involved,

How did you malntaln communlc tlon° Did you usc panels?

¢ had occasion to usc pangls for locatlon only. We made no cffort
to mark the actual front line, but put up pancls on several occasions
mariing the center of battalion arcas, . “e had bhomber. support on
several occasions and we found that the best method of marking the
area for the aerial target’ was by the use of ertilicry. One particu-
lar occasion artillery was combined with a preparatory bombardment by
dive bombers. ™o began artillery at 300 verds in advance of the lead-
ing riflemen, and walked it out 300 yards. The last volley was white
smoke, The dive bombers circling overhecad starteq peeling off and

 bombed tho area Just beyong the smoke.

That gocs for Navv planes®

Dractical‘ly all our bombing closc support therc was Navy dive bombers.
The hcavy bombardment ceme from Army but that wes limited to specific
objectives such as an airfield itself or definitely loczted installa-
tions,

Did you emphasize getting there as quickly as you could?

¥le moved as quickly as possible. That is the only way. Cet in quickly,
The Jap is scared to death of aerial bomberdment. Even if planes just

c1rclg'ovvr him he runs around wildly. -
o :

yhat advant qf is bombing to a ground unit commander? .

" Other than the moralé and the lucky diruct hits, nonc., The: morale angle

works both for us and- agalnst the enemy, However, Infantry cannot cover
the 600 yard distance in time to tzke ,dvantage of it. Thet 4is why I
said, my personal opinion is thet bombs arc.better used -on definitely
locetod tergets. One reason for the apparent ineffcctiveness of the
bomb is thet the-ground is practically a guagnmire, Bombs would go down
10 to 15 feet in muck. The slightest delay on the fuse would bury them
in the ground and the blost would go straight up. There was no sidc
blast unless it hit a solid rock. I personally was within 20 yards of
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A,

and 1 did.on two ogeasions. I called both for photographs and

Some offlcers from the oout

~ § . . .

‘a 500“pounder when'ituexploded.' It ,shook. me qp‘sqme;bdt,tbat'was all,

Did you‘dé any dcptn chargcs”

Not thau I know of .. I_und rst nd tnby LSLd tnxn on Cuc u¢canal
ef fectively. _ : o -

Did you have 2y reconnaissance Dlanes° '

A

The *nformatlon Wb,ruCQleu ¢rom thu air came through cbannbLs from

div1sxon.p 1t was possible for .the regiment to call for a mission,

bombardment, Usually the call would go in one day, was exccuted tho
next and pictures roceived the fc;low:ng day. '

h Pe flc found that sound of plancs is _
good I‘CQOgnlthn. Did you find that: out? - e _ .

Yes, It is remﬁrkablc that ﬁftur vcu‘uﬂv, been uhurﬂ over a period

of time, 90% of the time yeu leP out a Jup plane by the sound of the

‘motor, dub chlefly to the fact that tﬂu twin motor. canes in high. I

don't belicve a single time did we miss recognition of the type. of -

: flplane when we could hear it ‘but a’ good ma ny times me got excifed over
©oour o twin- mo+ors. S ‘ - o o '

o

Ao,

Wore t@ere instances. when vou fired.on our own planes?

'obs erTSO

-/

I have hezrd of tbeh. I saw but one instanco and that was an accident.

The artillcry was doing some high overhead firing and a couple of dur
. pursults flew across the area. One.of our artillery shells hit a
.plane and destroyuq wt ‘ e : R :

Wl'vaL sp\,mflc tr _Lning did you have in airplane recognition? . - .

Vb had othOUpute _charts such as were put out by the War Depertment. on
ailrplane rccognltlon. :

.Did théy dovany good?;l_f L T e ‘:f;i;lfb.{r€; 

They must have done some W6cd but T don't believe that to be the answer
to airplane recognition, - Our, men didn’t begin to really recognize them

until they saw them in thu' 2ir, By the end of the campalgn our -observ-

ers could 1dnnt1fy every. type and make- of our own planes. - They
memorlzed ‘the Army, Navy, ete, by sound and many t¢m,s could nome thom
before thpy oould gsee any. dlstlngulsh ng marks.. Once in the combat zone,
it didn’'t take long to gbt n efchthC worknng knowleogc of plene
1dpntlflcntlon. ' : . o - : R

¢ i
P . i
o

You mentloned obs&rvprs dld you h~ Q OaftinLa

r mén .specified as.
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O

Our OP personnel and CP sentries were: partlcular*y trained in air
and ground observation. Those men could not be rotated without my
personal authorlty, which was farely glven.j

Did you see any use of snpke other tban 51gnals° ‘ R

We used smoke with artillery and mortars for reglstratlon and to
designate targets to dive bombers. On the day of the relief of the’
169th by the 145th we used smoke as a screen..

How was it delivered?

Ry 105s and 8l-mm mortars. It worked very well. I didn't have.-a
single casualty out of that dayllgbt -relief, and we were within 200
yards of the Japs. :

When the smoke would hit it would pillar?

'Thet’s-right.

Did you see any flame throwers used?

We used flame throwers but there's a lot to consider in that -connection.
It was hard to get a soldier to carry a flame thrower. Usually he

signed his own death warrant when he tock it toward an enemy position,

A good use for it ‘was to shoot a column of smoke up for location of

units in the jungle. Howsver, we did take a few up and send them against
pillboxes. The last few yards you have to make is usually where the
flame thrower crew gets killed, They're so obvious and clumsy, they're
an easy target. One objection we had was that in about ten seconds it
was emptied and keeping fuel tanks in reserve was a problem.. Another
objection was many failures to ignite.

Was there any arrangement whereby artillery handled so many smoke

" missions and mortars certain other missions?

No, except for the day of the relief of the 169th Infantry. I don't
recall any mission other than fire adjustment where smoke was handled
by mortars. We might have used them more had the ammuniticn supply
problem been less acute. e

As I understand, the other day you said tne drtillery was emplaced on
vsurroundlnﬂ 1slands

That's right.
Were they able to support the infantry from this Dositien?

They were. The last mile shells began to wooble a blt, szncc we were
over the mgximum effective range.
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A,

You stlll ‘had; 155—mm rlfles that could helo you° “l~_ I

“Tne 145~mm rifles were. not used in close support "They were used on
. distant bombardment m1331ons, frequently on Vllla Arundel ‘and Bﬂngl

S

On that posltlon dld supply have any dlfflculty° '

None._ . ﬂ»t

1f that’far away 1c‘ro‘r’nﬂ yoﬁ did ybuf partlcular artillery battalion

commander attempt to malntaln personal command° .Did he try to. stay
with you7

¢

. He was w1+h1n flve yards of me at all tlmes and “e malntalned command

He did personally stay with you ani plan out your artlllerj support°

That's right. Toward the lat er onase of the opera ion the artlllery.
commander was called back to higher headquarters preparatory :to shift
of supporting teams and while he was gone my arti llery suoport left a,

" lot to be desired,

He dldn't leave a staff offﬂcer Wlth you?:

'He d1d but the staff offﬂcer was a captaln'part'of thc time, and‘a

lleutenaﬂt another part of the time and the executive- offlcer was a

-major. While there was no friction and no unw1111ngness on uhe part

of the ma1or, uhere st;ll Nasn’t the p“oductlon

"It was going back as a requ98u for artlllery Plre/ll75

That's rlght nd the vcto camo from the executlve 01flcer and was -

definite,

' /
Can you give me any lnstance Nrcn he mlght glve a reason for. vet01ng

your reque°t°

.A,Usually troop safety

In other words, he dldn‘t haVc front lines, located accuratelv enough
is that r1ght° ,

He felt that 1t was dangerous to shoot ‘or contrary to some 1nstructlon

as he saw it, whereas if the battallon commander had bsen there be could

" have oroercd flre.

. OWhen that negative rcport -cametbagk to the. steff officer, dld he go to

’hlgner headquarters to see if permlsslon COuld be given?

4 That I don't know, I know, from my ancle ‘that artlllery for twororh'

- more days was not worklng satlsiactorlly
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Q’o N

\5";"‘.' .

Did he have a. llalson offlcer An the scctlon with each of your
battalions? : : -

Thet's right.

Can you give me some idea;ofythe forwardhligison systemgused?,,

We had a forward obgerver w1th each; front line company, usually two .
companies. Their lines came in direct to. th'e switchboard of the ar-.
tlll ry battalion commander. A liaison. officeyr, with. detail, was with
the infantry battalion commanders. The artlllery sw1tchboard had llnes
direct to his battalion and,also to:the: lelslon artillery gcmmgnder,l
Laid underwater with cable°

The wire was ordinary llO wiré‘laidvaloﬁg'tﬁé boftbm df’fhe-béy;‘

Were they ablﬂ to npint@in wire communications?'

Yes. Therc wuro very few 1nstanocs when we. hua loss of contect 1n anJ

;5fd1reCt10n longer thgn - couple of hours.,. Then the artlllerJ used ‘the

:1nfantry net.

“Dld artlllery ln thl% 51tuatlon Havc 6C0 serles rad10s°

I am of the oplnlon thl artillery hod 28Ls and thﬂt wao all

"Did the;battallon cqmmander have cne at your-post?

Yes.,

The 2847
Yeso

The forward observers didn't have-radiovcommunications?

». No, not unless spe01f1Cﬂlly provxded‘ln bDulelC 1nstancys. S

Your liaison offlcers with battallon oommﬁndurs, dld thelr 1ines go

" back to the artillery switchboard” .

That's right.

Were those calls received by somebody so he knpw what calls were 901ng .

“through from the various lialson ‘offigers?

Habitually. The battalion commander or his:.Se3.had a telephone at his
car. twenty-four hours of the.day,:listening in on’ all calls concerning
artillery. _ B S RTINS SR T )

si}
[
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Cenernl Committec {Cont'd):

2. You say the"S ~371iW*s ‘e with +he»bq+tc ¥io' commander. a gréat
the time? _ N

A, Yes,

‘,: pa'rv,t.,f? Q f.

e

Q. Did tloy havc fire dlrpctlen Sentieriset. ap? ¢ oo

A."“Tne flrp dL ectlon center Was*ba@”

wﬁ:h*"rhv battallon”,;'F w;a‘AT ;ﬂ.

Y

: *In pl clng artﬂllbry fltes, how close d1d VOu close to 1n~"ntry° -

EE T R 1

‘uEntlrLlJ wccordlng to'thb tcrraln. .44dusay an . svuruge of “OO tO 300
yaros out. howaQr, I huve seen 100,

Q."Dld Lhe troops have mucn fcar of ov“rbe“d flr at firét?

A. Not. appreca,ably. . , o - - D ‘ .

e . oo

Q. _Had thoJ had any opportunlty of t“alnlng in the staues‘>

A, “Yes. Wy redlmenb was tramncd in OVurhOad fﬁre nnd ‘inwair HOmbardment
prior to luav1ng Fiji. They were p¢acvd in foxholes end the.artiflery
fire Dlacpd in front of thbm. This is =lso trus for bombardme nt by

~airplanes. © Thuy awere spretty well prepared. - The only tpoable we had -
relative to the front:line trOOps wag getting them to recognize the
90-mm-mortar. The Japs. have’ s t¥ick of firing their mortars on a
located troop position in ouwr llﬂﬁ and regardless of who fired the
concentration, eitherour reégiment or the nelghoorlng regiment ,. they. :
would put down this counter barrage immediately.  Our troops would

start yslling that our artillery was felling short, This applizd ta:

my regiment as well as others, and the call would go back to division
ertillery and they would stop all supporting artillery until a .check

- could be msde.  That accomplished the result ths Jap was after very o
effectively, o ‘ ' ' TS .'

'

Q. Is there no way-you rcoulds getharound that?. -0 =¢ i eoimit 55

A. It is a.cquestion.oficducs joh.%'It”Waé'nLQVr fully stopped, and althpggh_
1t lmproved ,1t happbnbd p rlOdlC lly throunaout tnc camoalvn.

T ', L

Q. \By'tbc Japs‘ flrlng 1t bach, dld 1t ever ald yoa o locate thcir gun
pos:tlons°

A, It nevcr d*‘.

Q, led they havS any sound orﬁflush rang1ng7

A, They may have. had:it-but (T wever’ saw it I6. woulo have béen: ar graat, -
~help to us-if we had some’ mcan§;of docating the- QOamm mortars Fand. dual
\purpose guns which were firing on us,. . ST G

\
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Q‘,v‘

A..

A,

O

A.
P

A

(O

Qe

I imagine it would be difficult to pick up from airplanes?

The dual purpbsé‘Wa§ éa§§t .ﬁéVme%éfé;ﬁgfe diifidulf;
Did you use much air burst?

We used fuse delay and fuse quick - 50-50; three vollejs of cach
The delay dug the dJaps out and thé qulcﬁ caught them. -

Was the jungle such that you were gqttingua;r bursts from tree bursts?
Yes.

If you uéed‘fuse quick?

That was answered by using del&y first, until we‘"cut the grass" and
dug a few out of their holes., Vhen tlls cencentration came down the

Jap usually came out . of his bo?g and started runnlng around, qnd was
a gooa target for fuse quick.

..Dld you'get.pretty good fragmentation?b

It was ve ry ;ffeculvb.; I am conv1nced that by far the greater numbbr
of castaltics among the Japs ceme from artillery fire than from any

other source,
Was thcrb uny tlmo whun,Jou wa nt d qddltionwl/artlllery°
Several times. Several times we had it and several times wie didn't.

It depénded on the situation., It works just as we have been taught -
without any trouble.

EBach time you did get it, did you get 155 Hows?

v

Several times.

Did you notice any outstandyng effect?
The outstundlng feature was the greater affected arca. We could lecate
by means of a photograph suspected bivouac or a2 dual purpose gun and ‘we
scored several successes with mediums.

Did they have.any gridded maps or photo maps?

Yes but it couldn't. be used as a fire. control map./ fs far as artillery

commander was concerned. h@ might just_as well have a blank sheet of
paper except for tho vqiue of the . ngdS 28, rbfpranP;ooints.

Did this- commﬂnd T keop ; survcy OfflCur up w;thghln so thoy would hav

definitely located ponnts’lf the firc had to bé, udJusted how would
you fire on targets thet couldn't be observed?.
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o

4. T would sey that was morg. or. loss by sound and smoke adjustment. Also
" oon lemuths and estimated ra nges, Undoubtedly in distant artillery
missions we wasted some ammunition, but we more or less figured that
no round fired into cnemy territory could be dhflnltelJ classed ‘as
wasted. .

Qs You wouldn't know artlllcry dbatroyed thh posltlon until nft”r thoy
clegr~d° : - _ .

Ko+ Not definitely. We could assume damage however, when thc target
contlnued to explode aftur the concentr tlon.

Q. The artlllbry in this action, of courso, had none of thp organic
~liaison aircraft? :

L.  NOi.;

Q. Did thcy ever get '*t any t:une, alr observa tlon" N . | .

b So far as I rbC“ll we never regueste d 2ir observation for artllluny
I doubt very much 1f we would heve had any luck with it.  Up until the
latter phase, the Jap anti-alrcraft was pretty effective., I know of’
‘one and probably there WeTre more than onc of our photographic: planes
shot down. :

" I read a repeort on that per“tlon which stated that °t onu tlmp thc
service scetion wns asked to hulp out the from llnys. Did that
happun WLtl you?

Lo 'Na4//
e

N 0./ Fou mentiored in your talk about wvour SOP in jung e formatlon - you
4 might have hsd it on your. chart but I don't recall it. Did you ha
your ar_tillery figured in thcsrc") . -7 ‘

O .

t

4. No. The artlllery pOS1tlons were usually back in the protuctpd area
~ * of the beachhead. : :

Q. Did the artillery commander pWQn with you. th: supportlng fires for
the bivouac formation? . . ‘ - : o !

~ A, Thct‘) right.
Q. LAs soon as he went in he kncw what ycur'fbrmation would be?”

Lie - That's right, Our barrage SOD collnd for .one battery to the front

. and one on cach flank, If our own troops were on .cither flank, that
gave us enothor bmttbrj to put in on the front or other flank, " The
artillery CO starting about four in the afternoon would bogin adJustmnnt
Is soon as complete, he would ‘show them to me for an O0.K., then.he would
‘order the night barrqg e aE ; o T ’
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General Committee (Cont'd)

Q. -

He knew-what he needed to give you to fill out the gap?
Thet's right.

In box barrage, do you have any idea of the amount of artillery ammuni-
tion necesscry?

‘No, but it required quite a bit.

Did it completely box you in? = . P e .

We were not completely boxed in, The big gaps occurred normally to our
right flank and left front. We tried to place artillery on what would
be the Jap apprecach. Most times we got it right.

In plénning final protective flrﬂs, d1d you put your ‘artillery in the
gaps of the wea apons?

Practically. There were two indcpendent curtains of fire. Our automatic
fire was close in around the perimeter. Probably no part of it was over

' 60 yards ahead of our troops. The artillery at night was never closer

than 200 yards to our troops,
Were the artillery observers pretty successful. in adjusting by sound?

Very successful. However, 1f we wanted to box in a strong point, we
would fire out at a safc limit and walk it in by sound. Then we did

‘whet we called "cut the grass." After the third volley or so, you
could sec fairly well and them cur adjustment wes by direct observation.

What was the most effective.Jap artillery picce used on you?

The 90-mm mortar.

Did it bother you a lot?

- Yes it bothercd us an awful lot. If the Jép Just used it in the same

guantity we used Ours it'would have been scrious.

How about the dual . purposc gun, was that effecctive against ground troops?
Yes, Very. !nd with, the proper use it would have been more so, The

Jap scemed to have certain areas he had targeted in and when he noticed

any movement in that arca, he would fire from three to six rounds and
that would be all, ' : :

Did you find the Japs were Suff101uﬂtly stunned by artllLdry thct they
hadn't manned their weapons, etc.? , :

That's right. If we got proper értilloryvconcentration and closed
promptly we got on their strong point every time.  However; many times
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fis

“hat was the eifect of the 105 Howitzer on plllbOXE°°

we were driven off by Japs supporting’ that stronb p01nt from a fu
pvev1ously unlocatod p051t10n. '

hould thcy drlve you off by'flre’

Yes..

Later on did you work out protective fires by §h1ft1pg artlllery from
. the flanks? Y : . :

When@ver we could we did, but usually those hills were too close to -
supported hill to permit us to fire without withdrawing troops first.
‘Then would you send your reserve t o knock,oﬁt one of_thdée hills?

\ ) S . . : -

That's right, usuélly- supported by mortars and artilléry.

Dn@d,mi nopﬂle,; R ‘Q R »i o .

UsualLy d l y fuse, of course’>

'Yes.."

I imagine it requlrpd qulto a bit of tlmo and ammunltlon to get a
direct hit?

me did not ‘Ltpmbt to hit.anv one pillbox. The'raﬁ>piilboxcs were cloée

" together and the forward observe T thdLCJ 1t very much like aree flrc

e

It was: very effbctlve.

By -

. Would he attempt to knock them out by havmng one gun or thc entlre
battalion placed on a hill? o . '

He usually arranged to have one gun from each battery adjust. He partic- .
ularly did that when he was close to our troops., It was too dangerous

to gamble, so cach battery was qd_juetc,d in turn <nd flre for effect was
from battnllon

On area targvto, you den’t try to t9kc them out one by one? Could: you

give aft estimate of how long it would t°Lu to get arblllﬁry concentratlon°

~That depended on whethvr or not it hand bpen prev1ously fired, Usually

we had registration points well ecnough in advance of our troops that we
could go close to it 'right away. To ad]uut on a completely new field
often took a8 much as -an. hour. P ‘ . .

What would your troops do then? Wcre the 2 Gﬁnned down°

Thet's right.,
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Q.

h?

o

Irxo o

Were there extreme chﬂnges of wcetnur oetwovn day and nlght th<t mlght

effect artillery fire?

It didn't comeg to my attentlon.

It wa's ‘on New CeOrglaqL'f'

In nlght barrapcs we usually allowcd
50 yards fop thb:croep of thé gun dsit coo]ed :

N Was lelSLOﬁ artlllory cP on Now Ceorg1a° L

R, O

+ -
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW OF COLONEL TEMPIE G, HOLLAND
BY MEMBERS OF WEAPONS SECTION o

TRF-TIS GROUP: .

Q.

A.

_What use did you make of strictly reconnaissance’paﬁfols?

We kept out about eight patrols except during actual combat. These
patrols were charged specifically with obtaining information, negative
or positive, as to areas both on Guadalcanal and New Georgia, During
combat our patrols were almost solely used to determine the strength
and disposition of the Japanese forces, However, you can send ‘a

. patrol to a known location, find 1t perfectly vacant, even find guns

. thrust. B ‘ ‘ . ( , , ’

unmanned, at ten o'clock in the morning and then-hit the position at
three o clock in the afternoon and find it full of men. That is due

“to the Jap practice of having a long arc of organized positions and

movlng rapidly from one to the other meetlng what they thlnk is your

Would you say that the solution to this would be for you to send a

-patrol and then have that same patrol hold the position they have

taken while they send a messenger back with the desired information.

Yes, that would be a way of solving that problem. Ce ‘

How large were those patrols?
" Mostly eight men usually with an officer in charge.

:Dld you ever send. them out on extended marches so that they stayed out

over night? .

Most patrols stayed out for a week except when we wanted information
immediately during combat. :

What did they do at night? How did they function?

They took up a small perimeter defense and dug in., Those that did not
take up a defense position and make arrangements for local security
usually ran into trouble. They did no moving at night.

How about\the supply of air photogfaphs?

We had airplane photos. We used more often the half tone reproductions
of airplane photos upon which they had placed a grid scale.

How small were the units you could get those down to?
We hadtémple for the battalion, There were enough available for the

Company Commander, They were needed, but not unlversally. The squad
and platoons dldn't get much,
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TRF-TIS GROUP (Cont'd):

Q.

A

How about Maps?

No maps.

~ What formations did your patrols use?

'In column. Scouts preceded the squad leader by usually 75 yards or less.

Flankers stayed out’SO to 75 yards or less,
How large were your.combét”patrdls? |

The-largeSt,one was the size of a rifle platoon,. Usually they were
approximately the rifle squad. ’ - .

What type missions did you give your patrols?

The usual mission was c¢learing the line.of communications, or opening
a hew one., You might say that fifty percent of our combat patrols
were accompanying wire parties, laying a new line of communication.,
The other fifty percent were re-opening lines -of communications and
supply which had been closed by enemy activity.. The interior patrols,
which I told you about, worked during the hours of daylight when we
were stationary. At night they did not move,

Did you find any use for scouts‘as plétoon écouts?

" We did not use the scouts in a single line preceding an advancing

platoon. We would advance in either column or in what we called
the SOP approach march and found it was impossible to handle a
line of scouts but easy to handle them if they were assembled as
a patrol. We todk only the scouts from the leading platoon, ‘
Did you find that you lost too many well-trained scouts that way?

You lose scouts, yes, but it is not necessary to use the same men as
scouts habitually.

Did you have -any men speqifically?trained as snipers?

Not in the sense .that the JapsVaré reputed to have snipers. The

' nearest approach we had was tlhie”interior patrol.. They were not

specially selected men. All riflemen took a turn at it, and they
usually got what they went after. '

) you think that telesé¢opic sights on the rifles would have helped?

Yes they would if they could be kept serviceable over there., I think

field glasses will serve the purpose.

Is é Jap ‘sniper a highly ‘trained sniper or is he just a run~-of-the-mill
. soldier? . L . . -
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-

A,

~ How does he maintain- hls control" L v ‘ - ' '.

I have read all kinds of stories. on Japanese snipers but. I.Wis unable'

'to distinguish a sniper from what we ordinarily term a rlfleman. The

Jap in the tree was the: exceptlon rather than the rule. They had a
practice of trying to slip men into our areas when we stopped - for the-
night. Sometimes you would find them in a tree, or perhaps just in o
the brush. They would lie there very quietly until a good target was
in view. I have known a Japito lie quietly up until' hoon. The men )
would get careless by that time and some of them.mlght group up and
all of a sudden the "snipers! would cut down on them. ' The Jap will
die but he usually takes several along with- hlm especlblly 1f he is
armed with s llght machlne gun, ’ .

In the rifle squad is the squad leader able to control hlS men in
that terra1n° :

Yes, he has to.-ilf he loses control‘for.a.secondj he loses his squad,

By narrow frontages and succe531ve llmlted obJectlves This must be
hammered .on in our’ tralnlng. Hé ‘must go from one- close obgectlve to

}another It is the only thlng to do.\

Did you - flnd any need for dlstrlbuted flre?' D1d you flre to keep the
enemy pinned down or dld you flre at doflnlte targets?

Yes, however, we used a rlfle very very little for this purpose
Rifle firing was done usually only at very close range. We used
machine guns, mortars.and artillery, qulte often, partlcularly h
when we were to maké a move. .So on occasion-to mako & daylight.
distribution of ammunition or ratlons, we would use machlne guns,
mortars and artlllery C oo X

When you gpt off 1n the attack, dld you ever ‘use vour rlfles or BAR -
as a base of fire? L

Habltually'we used the mortars and machine- guns. The usual ‘scheme
for .an attack, insofar as corcerns ‘the rifle battalioen; is somewhat
as follows: A base of fire was set up with the heavy mort rs and
the heavy machine guns as directed by the .battalion: commander. Then

‘your riflé elements moved forward, complete with mortars and light,

machine guns, At the time they came under the first hostile fire
or approached near: enough to the obgectlve that they should ‘have
been under hostile firey mértars and light machine.guns- set up,to -
form a company base of" flre. (Always, of course, :provided: the ter-
rain and visibility permitted.) The llght muchlne gun more often
than not, was unable to fire effectively.at this:time and one gun
usually followed each of the maneuvering platoons. These machine
gunners were partlcularly trained to be oni the: alert for. targets of
opportunity to lay fire down in front of the enveloping platoon and
vice-versa., These light machine guns always took position before the
assault was inaugurated. When the platoon developedifof the final
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TRF-TIS GROUP (Cont'd):

closing in on the position, the BAR ‘worked: exactly: the same. as the,

)ﬁllght ‘machihe. gun, -: It followed the rifle.squad until it was profits.

ableto take.positlon. The flhal assault, .on position was . usually made
by riflemen’ alone; wlth the llght machine guns -and: the ‘BAR remaining:.
in flrlng position: untli the beglnhlng of Organlzétlon on the ob- -

i

'l Jectlve, at whlch time. they movcd quickly to thelr Nnew. posltlon and

jlmmedlately took up a p051tlon in. readlness for repelllng counter~

- att‘aCK T T TR T oLy ""'-3:

What was your average réuge'fdr'gréziﬁé fire?'f

. We. felt that 50 yards or better was pretty.good, Our direction of .

fire was always across the front of the neighboring unit. Wé'didn’t

T?’care what the range was to the front as long as we could fire across:
. the fromnt of the nei ghborlng uniti © If. we couldn't see, we did a

'1ittle’ clearing, - Most of the time. due to. ‘the . effect of the artillery

and mortar flre the VlSlbllltV was f 1rly good in and ﬂround the

s DOSltlon.

‘We had one in & squad carrled by the: second 1n command w1th an 03
' rlfle. . e

" How' many rounds of ammunltlon d1d your r:flemen carry°

lOO rounds.
How about ammunition for the Brbwning°
They carried a full unit. We had no trouble keeping., ammunltlon for:

the rifles and BAR as we had very little expenditure: - An average
of 30 to 4O rounds a day was a big expenditure,. ;

- How mhny grenude launchers dld your have°

yo?

What klnd of tprgets dld you use them aga1nst°

We used them against Dill boxes. Thev were not effectlve unless We.
got a Tucky hit., - il

What are the comparative merits of the Ml, the Brow1ng and the carblne
in the jungle? . . _ .

Our ‘experience with the carblne was very very llmlted Wé:had’only
one- in. the Regiment and I bad ity I fired one hostileshot. It is .

.a light, convenient: weapon, The’ aMmunltlon for. 1t was "a. nulsance.
T -carried mine in a sock in my pocket, The Ml Rifle ig’ deflnltely
“gqueen: of the jungle, It is heavy enough .to.back up bayonet work,

Except for use with grenades T 'gaw’. notblng d651rable about the 03
at ull,. :
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Q. . How about. the automatlc rlfle?l_z

A.-vlt 15 WOnderful werpon over there. -You don't need long sustained ‘
fire. It is wery. muneuvereble and, very effective. It is very service-
able also and:we had no complalnts on it at all, If your unjt knows
how to use the Tommy gun, it’is the handiest weapon in the world for
assaultlng a p051tlon or for defensive usé on the interior of' your
position during a major:Jap attack I think our distribution was
Just about right. Each squad leader had one. Each platoon.. Sergeant
had one, also the chiefs of various units such as the radio, wire,
and so forth. I believe the clip -had much in 1ts favor over the drum
for cerrying ammunition.

Q. With regard to ch@llenglng, did you: use the form set down by WD Circular?

A, Ve used a double chnllenge. The party challenged gave the flrst cert . ,
- of the counter51gn and the marty challenging gave the second par ‘
The party: challenging was to wait.ten seconds. If he dldn't receive )
the second part he was to attack, .However, we didn't move durlng the

night in New Georglq SO the second part’ djdn't apply.

’

Q. Did you find. 1t necessary to dig these chullenglng parties in so that
when they spoke in the American tongue, the enemy didn't shoot at them? .

A, All parties were dug in st night,

ML RIFLE GROUP

Q. Dld you use any Hlp Flrlng°

4, Practically all of the firing in the -assault of a posltlon was of a
very hasty nature -- snap shootlng. I do not recall seeing anyone
use actual hip-firing with other than the Tommy gun and the BAR, '

Q. What were the most frequent stoppages encountered with the Ml°
A, I don't know of any. y, _

/ Q,‘ Dld you use. more of the Thompson Sub Nachlne Gun Qr the M39
A ostly the Thompson..

Q. Was the plstol used by any of your personnel°

~Not 1nsof1r as., I know there were' not many plstols present A few
. of us ca rrled tnem.ln addltlon to. other weﬂpons

;

s s

Q. ;Uere thoré any unusua1 mothods thut had to be cmoloved in clcanlng or
* caring for the small erms,:. plrticulerly the M;l°
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e e e b RN
. g IR

A. The weapons were cleanéd)wheﬁeverfthefoppoptunitymoﬁfered,bygfield
stripping and use of the thong. If we had any cleaning rods, I'never
saw them. . ST T e e e .

Q. Do. you knOW'whether or not’ the M1 had:to-be specially lubrlcated
because of the salt. spray or*ra1n°

A, Yes, during the boat trlps we 1ssued spec1a] orders to put an extra
coat of oil on them. However, during actual operations we kept =
them oiled about as we do hej e. The rifles did get rusty on thé
~outside “butthe. busrness pargs were kept clean., S . _

“ gg.RIFLE AND WEAPONS PLATOON; R R

Q. bere these bunker p031tlons ar plll box posltlons 1n1t1al defenses
or d1d they have bunker p051tlons on each of these successlve positions?

A. They had them on each p051tlon.v Each plll box was mutually supported

. . .and each plllbox was surrounded by from.h to 6 riflemen each five or

' tthgslx yards aWay 1n a- foxhole.ﬂlfﬁ B T R T '

,f-:;Q..lWhat is the usual number of" flrlng apertures ln these plll boxes and
'y'inwhat was, the usual method of employmentf.‘ R

'wI have seen them.w1th as’ many as three.: I would say that most of them
had only one. -The Jap machine gunner.in these positions has a bullet
-proof vest. and he is stuck in that position to stay there until he is

- kllled _We recelved somethlng of-the Jap procedure in-these matters
- from some prisonefs interrogated.. For example, when Jap officers

o realiged this p051tlon was .fast going, they told the machine, gunner
.to stay where he was and-that they would:go back to get some new

- . troops;: After the initlal encounter we got very few Jap officers.

.. Thst bullet proof vest was a canvas affair with six pockets in it.

.. --In-each pocket fits a little :sheet of steel, very similar in- de51gn

’..and welght to our entrenchlng shovel : - .

v»lQ.r bhat weapons did’ you ‘use for redu01ng those plll boxes?

A, 8lmm mortars and the 105mm how1tzers are the best. The flame throwey
" we used was a washout. . In the first place, you can't keep the flame
thrower's crew alive long enough, - The rifle- grenade was not 'particular-
. .ly satisfactory, You have to have a lucky hlt in order to get favorable
:,results. There is. not enough blast to 1t e e .

':;Q.-‘What was the method used for locatlng those plll boxes? “rﬂ L,

‘ZA@thnfortunately, most of these plll bOXes were located by stumbllng
- upon them and havlng them open flre.:‘xa-. ‘ _ e .

N . ) /

Q.;.Dld the snlpers 1n the perlmoter defenses w1thdraw 1nto the plll box

when attacked? " Or- ‘did ‘they stand their position? r

\ . .
' c. =85~ RESTRICTED



RES
CT

A,

= O
. .

o

TRIGTED

RIFLE AND WEAPONS PLATOON (Conhjd)
They‘generally stayed dntil,Blasted;out,

Did you use smake to assist in the attack?

‘We used smoke for two purposes .-—-— adjusting and screening.. R .

,:Wasgfhe smoke projected by-81mm<énd\105mm?

Yes. We did not use smoke grenades._

We have been given to believe that the Japs employed flxed fire w1th
thelr automatic weapons almost exclu51vely°

They apparently used flxed fire, There are numerous 1nstances of
individuals being fired on by a Jap machine gunner and being able to
roll two or three feet .and be complotelv out of danger. '

What methods were used in roduc1ng the T‘lll box after the area was - .‘
flred on by 81lmm and 105mm? . .

‘Hand grenades, bayonets and fl&u throwors, This is an example which
‘quite often occurred in the assault of a position, A soldier would
go directly over-a box without knowing it was there. After he went
over, they would open up. . It was then a wvery simple matter for that -
man to drop a hand grenade.on it, use his bayonet or use his rifle.
Most of these pill boxes were mcrned bj only one J?p in the first

l;y stages of the QbScult S _ : : : : .

d_Inltlally, the Japs were cont]nually on the offen31ve. They had two
kinds of offensive action. .One was hera551ng raids- made by commando

began and ended ih:a mass charge toward our position,  They had no: .

lunlts composed of well troined men. They tried to crsate confusion,
and hysteria in our lines, They executed one nngnt attack’ where
they attacked in mass from several different directions. - The attack

finesseé, ' The last offensive action was the attack somewhere around the
I4th of July after which we buried 99 dead Japs. When you consider

. that the Japs had strict orders to carry away their dead and wounded,

vou can guess that they must have sufferod qulte heavmly when they

'hcouldn‘t carry them aml away. : . . e

Did they appear to use any SOP maneuvers or did they crodte maneuvers

- as they met the 51tuat1qn°

I think the only-approach to SOP were thOSO commando raids. After the

thlrd night, you could forecast just about what was going to happen

néxt, The raid was usually preceded. by a short burst of :morter fire

and then you could hear them moving in, guided by the clicks of two.

sticks being struck:together or of the clicking of ‘two small nuts,

very similer to our walnuts, which had been hollowed out., The click~
. ing noise was made by striking them together,  This was followed :

by’ hand grenades - then automatic fire and completcd by individual

cat cqlls, yelling, and calls’ for holp, etc.
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CT RIFLE AND WEAPONS PLATOON (Cont'd)

-
Al.b

, Did"théy"iﬁvariably5h§5‘di??éféﬁﬁ’méthoas‘OTgapproacH:in order. to gain
deception as we are lead to believe? . S L

'In my‘area there was noﬁbhéicéff“Tbéfe;ﬁéé,jungle in every direction.

L

How id'the Jap use the linchife Gun? It is reputed: that they have a
light!'machine gun-in each’rifle squad, L S ‘

[

.;ﬁI ﬁhiﬁk*I{have"C6veredvabout‘all.I know9§n.£hé use of_ﬁheir méchine gun,
" Bach machine gun.was mutually . supporting and protected by four or five

riflemen “especially along trails-and on the positions.: Their little
light Nambou machine gun was very mobile, Sometimes they would move in

Tratsingle guntand’ set’ it.up-in your-area during darkness. . It would stay .

hidden the next. day until such time as they could open yp-on .2 profitable
terget. Sometimes they would let the fipst of a party go by and walt.

L foF thel fain group. When:they fought. on:hills, the defensive -position

on one hill was always covered by another 'group on another.hill. It
was a strict rule with them that they must orgsnize positions so that

. other ‘positiofis:are’ covering. it'and able. to fire on both. the.. forpard
“land réverse slopes.. - P T L - T e

Q, Isa normal Jap defenslve position, with no shortage of personnel, or-
@ ganized with! platoons: all around the position? . & o7l

-1/ cap't énswet in detail, .Each position I saw was set up with complete

" all-around defense, usually eround the military crestsof a hill or
-ridge. .But it was always completgly all around. . Most of those. pill
”;i.bbxes'wefé?eonneCted‘byftreﬁches and often’ those trenches were covered,

.. picture ohe of linear defénse? ”

K1;nldéptﬁ;l -

Are their positions echeloned in conéidenable‘depth or is the big'

Tias the~J&p'deféﬁse'on'NeW‘Georéia'onéféf7ﬁdbile*deﬁense3- Was the

* offectiveness a result of inflexible ‘~nd strongly fortified .positions

A

Q.

- A,

or in their ability to execute rapid(counterfthrusts?

It was mobile in that they had moré @réparéd poéitibns than>tr06ps to -

" océupy- them and they moved rapidly from one position to ancther.

'HOW“did~the Japs defend the reverse side of afhi}l?fc' ‘

v

: ;sdme aé;ﬁé'do; using
the military crest. The big difficulty in.attacking thesa positions was
that when we would get on top of one hill, the Japs would open up from

another hill while we were still essaulting the first hill,

Tn New Georgi# the Japs. organized a hill much the

0

P
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CT HEAVY WEAPONS GROUP: e

Q, In an atteck on .an 1sland how was the HW Company orgonlzod and how
- was it controlled° Ll C _

A, T speck now only for'tho 145th. Infantry. Our infantry unit combat
teams landed together, The leading LCIs carr;ed one rifle company
and one machine gun pl<toon. When' we executed an' SOP landing
operotlon these HWs went right with the rdifle unit in direct
suppert,” These machine gun platoons were attached to the rifle Co
until the dinitial beachhead was completed at which time they re-
verted to the control of. the battalion commander, The attuchmonto
were effective prlor to the initial loadlng of the bowt.

Q. Is ‘the. Duttullon commandor gnvon much choice in the sclectlon of his
' weupons° SR . : i :
fﬁ*A, He follows strlctly the T/O._ However some modlflcatlons were mode

© '+ Poth by ‘the D1v1slon and the Roglment S

Qe Do you think the inclusion of a llght muchlne gun platoon in a rifle l :
company would be warranted, or that the inclusion of a light machine -

gun section within a'platoon would be warranted?

A, 1 do not, We h we. all the wcuoons we ‘can supply ammunition for now,
- We, however, do need somcthﬂng for the Junole like the bazooka, capable
of putting hlgh explosive on a point target. "1 believe the prosent
.\organlzatlon mcots all requirements.

Q. Do you think the ‘capabilities of the hoavy m“chlne gun make it.a more
valuable weﬁpon than the llght mﬂchlne gun? :

A. Yes, but I bulleVb for jungle operutlons each combat unlt ohould be
furnlshed with a supplomontal light machine gun for each heavy machine
gun. In offensive operations, the light machine gun would be carried -
and the heavy machine gun left with the regimental transportation,’
Immediately when the offensive changes to defensive, the heavy machine .
guns could replaca’the lights,. : ' : T :

Qe D1d you have any experlcnce w1th tho pack 75mm how1tzer7

Av We had no cannen company at. any time. We dld have experience in field
- exercises on Guadalcanal using pack artlllory‘to haul supplies.. It
was unsatisfactory for the reason that a. jeep can go in almost .cvery
place that a mule can, Also, there is no e5sential difference in
preparing a mule tra 1l or a Jeop trall.. Very often a jeep can.operate
where a mulo cannot . : R .

Ce . . [T

Q. Dldfyou‘makejanywuse’of_rockets?’

A, I have never seen any of them,, We did have the bazooka —- but we had
" no ammunition for it. '
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CT HEAVY WEAPONS GROUP _(Cont'd)s

Q;' How was the.aﬁtitaﬁkﬂﬁlatoon constitﬁted?

A, 37-mm, . |

Q. Have you had any experience with the 57-mm?
A. lNo. a | | |

Q. Are you in favor of a pack type light weight weapon like the 37-mm
rather than the 37-mm? ' : .

_A; For the New-Georgia operation a porﬁable 37~mm would have been preferable,
Q. Was the 50 cal. platooﬂ ihcluded'in HIT?
A, No. The 50 calibre weapons remained with the regimental trains.

Q. Was the attachment of the HMG made in approach march or Was that weapon
retained in company control and attached to the rifle company for the
defense of the rifle positions? - ‘ "

A. The HMG platoon, even in base camp, was closely associated with: the
rifle company to which it was normally attached. When the unit moved
out, -for any tactical reason whatsoever, the machine gun platoon moved
with the rifle company. It was attached to the rifle compdny through
the development for combat. Immediately upon completion of the

.. development, it went in direct support of the rifle company but
reverted to the control of the battalion commander through the MW

company commander, L
Q. How much battery fire was employed by the mortars?

A, We used the mortars in groups exclusively. However, it is not what I
believe you mean by battery fire, We did azdjust with one gun in a
group by actual firing and making the corresponding corrections on
the other guns..-.There was no effort made to either close or distribute
the concentration. .Covering the area target was done by shifting the.
entire group.

Q. Do yéu think the mortar platoon hiéht be included in the.battalibn
headquarters company to facilitate control by the battalion
.commander through the platoon leader of the unit?

A. I do not believe that is necessary. Our use of mortars might well
_ have been accomplished in this manner but.I am thinking of the’

. . administrative and the training angle, which I think is better met
- with the present .set-up. ' B - '

b
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Q.

MORTAR-ANTITANK GROUP: - S

How was your antitank compeny and antitank»plétoon used?
Mostly.aé carriers of supplies and ammunition.
Did they drop theirlweapons? o

The Weapons were set up around the beachhead, and: manned Wlth a-
minimum crew. Purbly defensive, »

how-effectlve was theYCanistér?"'

- We had no opportuhlt& to usé a cunlstér other than in 1nstruot1oh. " Our

conclusions as to the result of the canister were that it would be
effective at rpnges less than 4O yards. Extremely effective on a~wide

A‘turgot

Can you tell me about sight‘ing the gun" | ‘ : T .
I cannot. I do rocall there was a corrcctlon to be deo On the sight .

somuthlng like 300 yards for a range of LO yards.

‘How about the- new 37—mm that breaks down to: 5 lOudS? o

We dld not: havp ‘one..: However the 37—mm gun is- Misweet little gun if
for no other reason than its use in. sniping at .pill boxo If you can

gbt the gun forward it lS certﬁln]y worthwhllo

Whﬂt Wes the averuge distance behlnd tho front lines for flrlng mortars?
The verage dlSt%nCu was probubly 300 yers
What - methods of °d3ustment did you use? (

4 Weapons Company commander “aided and ﬁbetted by tho battalion and ‘

“regimental commanders usually; did it by smoke sound and observed

adjustments, ‘We found it a genorﬂl rule that- when the. tlmc came 10
use the 8l-mm, we were using an- area prev1ously covered’ by the artil-
lery ‘which gove us some oObserva tlon. »

how about the ammunltlon supplles° How_did.you-get it up/ananhgt
p01l dld you hgve7 R o s - S

The ammunltlon supply for the 8l-mn is a problom However, undor normal

usege of the 81-mm, you can keep an ample amount up w1th you in offen— :

sive 51tuctlons.; You do have some trouble with your incréments and
you will drop one on your own troops occasionally. . We hqd such an
experience. For that reason, it :should be a principle-that whenever

1 possible to avoid it, never fire over your own troops, I had a

narrow escape myself along those lines. Fortunately it hit on its
side. Whencver we could we fired through gaps,

A
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MORTnR—ANTITANK GROUP QCont'd)

Q.

A,

Q.

Q.

A,

- No,:we used no indirect fire,

nght now they are worklng on a new. contalner whlch is Wﬂter~proof
weighing approximately 50° pounds ‘and holds. rounds of HE light. They

“tell:us it is being used'now, Do you think they will be carried up
“to the mortar position in the container or do‘you think theJ will -

take them out of the containet ‘at’ thc clump'7

We took the containers, up to the, pOSltlon where they were to be ussd
Wc did not take them apart on the’ beach .

On the flrlng you dld w1th the _81l<mm, do you think .that some. tnctlcs
could be Qdoptcd to fire by Dlatoon? : o e

Ve often flred them by platoon that is, we asscmblsd them qll in one

-location and they were fired as a unit. At times we did fire'a

section alone but in strong preparatlon when-we were trylng to dlg

the Japs out of a hlll, we gxouped them

‘ Werc thure ever ”ny cases where you would employ 1nd1rect flre°

'v‘» §

Did you employ overhead fire at any time?
Yés;'
le heve had: con51dernble d:fflculty ‘with the'cxcesslve amount of play
in the light machine gun. It doesn't seem to get a very definite bite

“and after a little while, you 'get as much as 50 mils pl%y. I was’
\'wonderlng if this would cause.any 1nﬂccur°cv. .o

[N

It caused us no:dlfflculty.~-
Did you, at qny time, use your guns inlnight firing?.

Yes,; but only in defens1ve‘work and the guns were coordlncted for
1nterlock1ng flre before dwrk .

- Did yow make any use of. tr<ccr amnunition.

St

Yes;s Weghad a st”ndard loadlng of two trccers to flve ‘both ddy and night.

Did you have any occasion to engage aerlal t’rgets with sméll arms?

We did. Our SOP here called for the second section of each MG platoon

to be set up prlmarlly for antl—alrcr"ft
Did you have‘any success?

Ve knocxed down onp zero, cnd”broke up,  for certain, one bombing and
struflng rald Tt Sy ‘ _ ’ -
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NORTAR—ANTITANK GROUP (Cont'dll

RIS

méunt so we 1mprov1sed navy.haunt whlch‘w siht vy‘end could not be

moved ee51ly . - -

Q. D1d you haVe any success w1th them agw1nst alrcraft° ’ .

A.*‘We used" them ahd” sombody brougbt down. the zero .1 mentloned 30's and
'50's were both fired at that tlme.v;, T S ". R

1

Q{]‘Dld you havc any occa51on to use. & sxngle shot thh the mﬁchlnc gun7-

A. ., So far ‘as I knOW, they were a_l Small burst The gunnezs stayed pretty

',close to what they had been: taught .
(.

Q. If you had any 1ncend1ary bullets, would you h'we uSed them ,m place of .
the tracers? . : . :
A, No, Nothlng on New Georgla would burn ffgcers-énsweredAthe purposé ”
very well, N S .
Q.. There is a ncw tree mount whlch is Just out, Do-you think it would be
-of use to the mzchlne gun'7 ~ s ‘ -

IR T ‘_‘«

A, T don‘t khow. what 1t looks llke.a (Expl natloﬁ) 'It clamps onto the’tree
o and ‘the -machine gun is mounted on- it. . The,weight is about. 18 pounds. '
(Continued) Somtthlng should be ‘done to. reduce the wclght ,of the heavy
tripod, but I do not know if you'will always have a tree af the place
you want to put the gun. The gun 1tself is not the problem. . It is the

. mount, . I do not believe you ‘need such a heevy MG base for the type’
of flrlng we did there. ;

Q. Do you t-hi'nk'- the A6 Wi‘ll.be' of ‘quite some value in replacing the Al - ‘
: in the light machine gun? "The A6 is the light machine gun with the’
bipod and shoulder rest Whlch can be currled by one men instead of two.

A. Off hand I would say, the trlpod is the orie I would prefer bQCuuSQ you
© can set"it up for® night firing and- leave it there. . I can't see much
_ advantage - -of the LMG with bipod over another z utom<tlc rifle, S

CANNON GROUP: = & v o

Q. In your opinion, is there any place in jungle warfere for the 105-mm
howitzer either towed or self«pfopelled?~ RPN \;” _'u
A Unguestiomably there is ‘a,use for it, but,I think it is -going to be very
" different use from the contemplqted one, - Unless 1t cen remain within
the protected arca of the advancing elements, it will have to be left
back in 2 rear protected area, However, it will have a very 1mportant
field of activity there, in that it can be used as a part of the beach-
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CANNON GROUP (Cont‘d):

ead defenses and in most of. the situations, as I saw them over there,
from that position they can give some dlruct supnort to the riflemen.
It should be full treack, self~proocllpd it deflnltely should not be
a half track or towed weapon. .

BAR BAYONET AND GRthDL GROUP:

Q.-

A.

Ae

O

A,

e

Qe

ha

Somu reportu have come to us that the EMR bipod has not been used. Can
you tell us enything obout that? Uhat was your gxperience with them?

We used them. That is a qucstioﬁ of discipline, Some soldiers will

throw it away if° you let thpm, because of the welght

The Jap bayonect mﬁnuol teaches defenses ﬁgulnst our p“rrlbs and thrusto
and butt strokes. 1 am wondering if you tvugnt your men defenses

against those strokes?
)

Yes. Before we went to Guadalcanal we borrowed all the veterans we
could who had experience in Jap bayonet fighting and they showed us
what was reported to be the Jap method of atta wck, which is more of a
slice, usually coming from the bottom rather then as we do it. We did
considerable training in combat fenecing,

Other than teaching our men disarming tactics for morale, do you be-
licve these teachings have any pr“ctlc 1 use in combat?

They certainly do have an opportunity for pra ctical use. There is
especially a use and a need for that kind of knowledgc when these Japs
make 2 night raid on your posltlon. .
Would you make any suggestions as far as éhanging our type of bayonet
training ‘or, perhaps ~dding to it?

T am not familiar enough with the latest methods to say. If it covers
the basic moves of bayonet fencing ond eliminates the old mad dash
down the qualification course end substitutes, therefor, a lot of-
fencing and combat bayonet work, I think it is 211 right, We stressed
very much the "ganging up'" on an opponeﬂt

Did you work out any special type of orbnudp throwing?

No, Our chief btrcuble with grencdc was the enormous undergrowth, und
they often required throwing up hill from the prone position but we
developed no new or specific technique in this respect.

«

Wore any offensive grenades available?

I don't recell hoving seen any.
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BLR, BAYONET AND GRENADE GROUP:

m-*éj

A,

2

mhut about the ffecﬁivenﬂss of the fragmcnuutlon grenude°

It is ?fectlve if you can gﬂt 1t there By ‘that I mean that frequently
the.men had to climb up steep inclings with the rpsult that when they
reached the top they were too exhausted to throw’ 3ccurately. iOften they
would have to rest under cover until they were able to throw the grenade
far enough that if they missed, it would be sure to explode before it
rolled back. ' At night, before we Dullcd in, from our ddytime ‘perimeter,
we would leave out two or -three booby traps made out of gremades. This
would act as a warning and sometimes we got a few enemy casualties.

A number of months ago one battalion. commander told me he taught his.
men not to pull the pin on the grenade and allow the safety lever to
fly off prior to throwing the grenade, Because of erratic fuzes he
lost o great many ofs his men., Do you believe our fuzes have ‘improved
so that this can be avoided? o ' '

I don't know, Ve didn't have that trouble, ' @

v

\
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW-OF COLONEL ‘TEMPLE G. HOLLAND
BY YENBERS OF GENERAL SUBJECTS SECTION

Training Management Committee:

Q.

Ay

Q.

As a result of your combat experience, if Ybuvhad to train over, what
subject would you give more emphasis to? For example, would you put

h:,moggzpime bn‘bobby‘traps or more on SOF?

I Woﬁld”liké to have had more firiﬁg_experiénbe with the 60~-mm mortar,
the light machine gun and the BAR.

Did you have an oppoftﬁnity to rbtate'all‘your riflemen through the

firing of all infantry weapons? .

Yes. I believe that if I give you a rough cutline of my training,
you will have a better idea about it, '

Initially, we spécialized mainly on disCiplinéry'subjects working
gradually . into standard procedure for practically everything that
could be standardized at all, That included road marches, jungle

- marches and development for combat; reorganization and certainly

everything that smacked of combat administration. We developed as

" muech SOP.in communications, liaisen and combat intelligence as it

was humanly possible to do. VWe became unerthodox in the use of two
or three of our sections .such as in the security platoon, the I&R '
platoon, liaison, etc. I am not certain how close to the manuals

we stayed in regard to communications, but we had an SOP distribu-
tion of our telephones, both scund power and EE8 and of our radios.
In training for our SOP we increased our tempo gradually. The same
is true of our jungle field exercises, About two months. before we
left for the Solomons, the regiment was divideéd into three training
groups. Training was strictly under regimental control and organized
about as follows: One battalion was designated as a school battalion.
This battalion went through a miniature Fort Benning in that a per-
centage of the officers and enlisted men attended a weapons sthool,
which included all infantry weapons of our own as well as the
Japanese=== - = - S : :

Thése men came from all battalions?

.They came from the school battalion, _Other,sqhools were: anti-

mechanized defense, chemical warfare, communications, scouting and
patrolling, combat intelligence, etc. The senior instructor at
each of the schools was the regimental staff officer whose combat
duty covered that activity. He was assisted by especially selected
officers and noncommissioned specialists from the regiment at large
and officers borrowed from other units and division headquarters.
All schools lived on location. i

Another battalion went, on jungle combat training. This battalion
would be moved into the jungle and lived therein continually ‘during
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Training Management Commlttee QCont‘d)

‘A,

Q.

AL

Q.

Qe

;'as that 1n Guadalcanal°

~the perlod of the school ThlS course of 1nstructlon 1ncluded a

Lé6~-mile round trip, cross~country march, cerrying all weapons one
unit of flre and ratlons for the.jaurney,. bk

Was-that all by carry°»l' RS

L
‘

.. Ves, and Worklng w1th th;s unlt we used FlJl commandos

as instructors and to represent the enemy. The remaining battalion

went' on regimentally -controlled maneuvers, -These maneuvers included
overhead firing by artillery,. close. support bJ infantry weapons, and
close support by air bombardment. We developed and perfected a means

- of. a1r~ground target deslgnatlon for use in-the. Jungle.

These battallons were rotated every two weeks. The schools remained

on location. The troops moved from one school to another in turn.

Ly
)

Could you give the average 51ze of these SthOlSO A 'f“' A

The dlfferent classes in the scnool battallon 1ncluded all personnel
plus replacements whose actlvitres were related to the. subject

taught in the school.. Some classes ran-over 100 and some as few as
2L. The weagons was. the largest school and wes split up.into the
différent weapons groups, Bach student was given instruction in all
weapons and instruments, This also included nomenc]ature functioning
and firing of all Japanese weapons that we could.gx our hands on, The

-special units had their.own schools for all key men and specialists.

This was not a part of the battaliocn set~up When ‘a battalion went on

- the combat exercises, its complement of . the reglmental service units

went wlth them, That was bOP

\

_How long a perlod dig. you have to nut on these schools°

'I had two months ..

: No, that was in FlJl

On the Suva side of the Fiji. Islands it is hllly, but are there
Jungles there also?

:‘:Yes, there are 3ungles - worse Jungles than on Guadalcanal or
- New - Georgla..v o . o » )

How many bands dld you have in your d1v1510n9. o tk' t _ ,

,-Each reglment had 1ts own band
' Dld you glve them any tralnlng in 1nd1v1dual cook1ng°

1 dig not I feel very strongly on that p01nt -In the first place

I didn't pormlt individudl cooking at the front, beccuse it gets
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out‘of hand, “They began to'build fires, which gave our position
away, I tried it-at first and took it out . & column of smoke goes
up ﬂnu the Jao mortars come in.. I do-not believe hot food is
cssential in the tropics. Troops do not use as much. food energy

in maintaining body heat. as they do in colder operations. Hot
‘coffee, if conveniently handled, is~0.K. Hot food cooked "in the
rear areas under the worst of sanltary conditions is not only a
problem in distribution but is a health hazard. We were not
bothered with dysentery until they . started sending hot food up to
the front. It seems to me that the answer is for the development
of a can similar.to the "C" ration can with'a false bottom filled with
héat retaining material and s chemical which would give off heat
when exposed to air or water, This couldhe. accomplished by means
of a key opening similer to the.method :of openlng the can itself,
and thus the 1nd1v“dual ration could be heated in its own con-
tainer with neither smoke nor’ flame, S ‘ .

Q. Did they cook up € ratlons or B ratlons, and did you have any
fresh beef°

A. %We had no freqh beef. W¥e had a mixture. of both B & C for the hot
food sent up from thb rear.,

Q. How many of gour meri do Jou estimete were concerncd with carrylng
up supplics when you moved .in? :

AL When I-first joined the 169th Infentry regiment, I don't know .
-what they had on the front, but it seemed to me that they had

probably one-half of the ﬁvall ble combat troops carrying sup-.
“plies. That was the first thlnE I stopped.

Qs herc did they get the troonq
A, I was told thut thev were dr S from reserve elements.
Q. It would get out of control then?

A. My impression was that it was completuly ovt. of control
Tn the 145th Infantry, combat troops were not permitted to the,
rear except on combat missions. Our carrying was done by
service e;ementé,,bandsmen,‘dfivers, antitankers;-etc.

Q. Did you bring the supplies up to a certain place, and-then‘would
the battalions come back for them?

A, Our main ouoply point remained at the beachhead. We started the
first thing in the morning shuttling supplies forward to the
advance regimental supply point. The Assistant S-4 at the advance
supply point informed the S-4 as to what was nceded in the forward
area, 'We would not let the S-4 leave thc reer area, and the

" assistant -was réquired to remain in the forward areas. By night
- We usually had on¢ and one—half units of fire and:two days! rations
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Jin the: forwcrd aroa Thls was brought to the center of the

regimental arsa and’ brokon down for -battalions. Each battalion
used its .pioneer and AT platoons to carry. supplies to the
battalion area. Oh occasions we would help battalions by augmenting

. their parties with regimental details. . I would say that the dis-

No, our admlnlstrqtlon Worked very satlsfactorlly..

tribution to battalions wes usually taken care of betWeen L in the
“fternoon and dﬂrk

hct hours were from duyllght to dark°

From approx1mately 6 to 6

‘Dld you huve many admlnlstratlve troubles, paper work ete®?
- In combat ,was . thero eny 1nterference° : S

Comlng back to that' polnt of tralnlng men_ in weapons other
than those with which tboy are armed, I don't know if it is

‘true in the jungles, but we teach tnat they should be tra 1ned in

all infentry weapons. Is that true°

I don't think it,is expecially necessary to meke super mortarmen or

"‘machlne gunners out of riflemen, but they: should huve a practlccl
worklng knowledge of all infantry woapons.\ :

'Is.there»a,greater percentage of casualtles from thelmortar-group?

The greatest comes from the flame throwers and BAR men.

' You had the Bazooka, is that right?

Yes, but did not teke it into aotlon oeceuse,of no ammunition.
You"were'not bothered with tanksbmuoh,vwere yAﬁ?'

We saw. no Jﬂp tanks at all .

If there are no tunks, are tbeimortars more meortant thun beazookas?

don’t agree w1th that prOV1ded that the %lzooka proves to be

'effootlvc on Jep plllbOXes

How about the AT grenade?

3

No, it does not heve'ehough blast :

I have seen a’ demonstr»tlon of 1t and I tblnk the control is good

onu an!t see those plllbOXuS any too well end can’t tell exactly
. where: the bull's eye is. If you had something with sufficient blast

.and as maneuverable as the bazooka, you would have a better answer.
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o

AL

Q.

Reference drinking water, I guoss there was olenty, wasn‘t there?

Plenty.  Even when cut off, we could alwmys get water. Kach platoon
sergeant had a cantéen with strong chlorine solution in 1t which

‘was -passed from men to man. each using one canteen 1id full for a

cantvén of water, We used the iodiné method on occasion but did

. not fﬂvor ‘it when tho chlorlne solutlon was ava 1lable.

Whtt dld you do eoout compeny orooerty before you went 1nto combut°

e had no company-owned property. We left all the: TBA equipment

- not needed initially in Guadalcanal with the Division and Regimental

rear echelons. This was: later brought on to New Georgia.
Dig- you‘make any'inventory bofore you went into combat?

Yes - and packing lists were kept w1th the field desks. There
as no property accountability from the beg 1nn1ng of combat

. untll the end of actual fighting, but this actually affscted only

individual and unit combat eguipment.,

Togistics Committes:

Will you give us a brief statement of your combat eynerience?

The f1rst operation thet I was connected with was Rendova. TWe moved
from.Guadﬂ]canﬁl to Rendovar and thence to New Georgia, ‘

We are at present 1n the process of preparing a problem of supplying
jungle operations. Wonder if you could give us your idea of what we
should cover, - - -

We landed with five units of fire and ten days' rations which we .
stored in a reglmental supply point within the protected area of
the division. We tried to keep a unit and 2 half of ammunition.

and two days' rations in the regimental forwurd aren, The initial
transport of those supplies forward was by hand carrier -using . .
21l drivers not operating a vehicle, all spare cooks, cooks helpers,
the band, the AT company, except for the minimum crew which we
malntalned on the beach defense, and' such other similer personnel
from the service company and other units as were available. Once

or twice in the New Georgia operation we were given 2 few. native !
carriers for spec1f1c trips. They proved unreliable, particularly
25 they approached the regimental = forward area, where at the first
shot, they dropped their loads and scattered. As the operation
progressed and certainly during the last phase of 1t the engineers
were able to keep 'a jeep road within an average-of a hclf mile of
the regimental forward area, This, of course,. shortened the haul

by harid the corresponding distance. The regimental S-4 was required

to stay at the rear supply point where he was in charge of the local
protection of our regimental rear area and the protectlon of every

99~ RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED

Logistics Committee (Cont'd)'

R

A\ P

" vitem of supply that'.was. not tied down. ~He had.an as51st ant S-A,

was possible. However, other regiments- that I came in contact
" with were using their: reserve rifle units for carrying purposes. v ‘
" This resulted in losses of personnel who became lost or otherwise

';pre lﬂrger sets Wcre uffeotlve.

the grade of lst Lt., who remeined in the reglmental forward area -

'.’and supervised the” hctuﬂl breakdown ‘of -supnlies to.the battalions.
~ He-was also charged with keeping the regimental S-A contlnuously
‘informed as: to, the needs of the dlfferent items of suoply He

had with him anh AT ‘platoon plus 'service company detachments who
were available for guarding, sorting.and-aiding in the distribu-

~tion of the supplies within the forward srea. The delivery of

the supplies from the regimentol forward. supply point was by means
of the bcttcllon ammunition platoon supplemented by men from the

" battalion such &s drivers not operating vehicles, etc, In cases
‘where an unusual amount of, supply was to go to a perticuler unit,

the battalion dctnll was supplemented by reglmontal details from

the reglmcntnl carrying parties. Thet was the exception rather ‘than
the rule. It was contlnuously attempted -to refrain from using.
combat troops for carrying. Under our portlcul \r 51tuct10n, that

did not show up again on the return trip. In my own‘rbglmont at,
the back or rear part of the forward area, we established a straggler

B post composed of ron-commissioned officers from the AT Company.

hey Would keep anyone from going to the rear of that point unless
°uthorlzed I believe that regardless of the division straggler line,
the regiment must in addition-have its own strmgglor post forward of
the division line. It is not necessary to have a regimental line,
becatise a post will suffice in the: jungle. The men will follow the

. ration: or supply trail.  If they attempt to.go around, they will run
- into qnjpers. _— ‘ , \

ﬂhﬂt communlcctlon did you have betwe&n S-L ﬁnd a551stcnt S—h

~other thun runncrs?

Tcloohono.

lHow mmny ddltlonql tesephones did you hgveQ

We' had our TBA orlgln“lly. af-“m not certain wh“t we, hcd-at the end

'of the operﬂtlon.

Rﬁdlos werc not cffectlve ﬁt 2117

,3%nerc was the servlce comnﬁny commnnder°

' Thc serv1co company conmknd@r rem11nod w1th thc reglmontal S-4

in ‘thé TCAr area. ng chief duties along the lines of suoolJ
were those of uSSlStlng .~ S=L in the occtual procurement and

jtrﬂnsport“tlon of sunolles. In a 1o ndlnguoporetlon his presence
thore’ls very nDCOQScry e : .

-y,
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A.

Our teaching varies in that we teach thﬂfjé—hrsﬁodld'bo forward.
vr*t;”am wondorlng 1f you thought th*t will functlon in the Jungles°

No, the S-4 has the contact° neCessary to procurc supplles, and 1t
L a full time job just locating supplies and seeing that they-are
”-.qssemblod dnd -dispatched to.the front. - I bolleVo this. app11CS

- 1lso 1n other tth Junglo Operﬁtlons.‘

.

”Who dellvered the supplles to tho rear°

They were drawn from the lelSlon qu‘rtermuster
They dellvor them at the oeachhead°' “

Yes, our division cuartermaster sup~ ly p01nt wsS nean. by

What type of rations were the 10 days’ retlons thut you stﬂrted .
‘out with? AR - )

C rations, -

Were théy satisfhctory?

Yes. The only objection to the C ration is that ituis iﬁ ar

round ccn and contains a little bit too much.. I boiieve'Q/B of |

- that amount would be suff¢c1ont and’ tnat 1t proforobly should be
"f»p ckcd 1n & square can. SR

E Dld you use any other type rotlons durlng thls operctlon’*rﬁf)

We re001ved sevcral types oxclus1vo of A mnd B.r We rOCOIVud K and J,
but we received these during the tlmo that we were out off and our

supplies came by purachuto.i

"‘:';W"s the IO 1n L or 5 in l S"tlsfﬂctory?

ho front llne.

It is & good ratlon, but uhere is too much WE stediwﬁen‘used:in

*Dld Jou operato your: comoany Vltchens as kltchens 1n uslng the
‘regular field rations?’ o :

The regular gcsollnr field range was brought up fﬂlrly e%rly in the
‘They would

operatior ‘and left ‘with the regiment rear supply point,
cook up hot coffee and stew and send up to us br carrler.

‘Did they?ever‘gettup-to.thevfrént? .

No.

What type rations'did‘YOu’ﬁSé‘fof the hot meéls},';r.; s
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'Somb w1th tra¢lers.r

Any horses or enimdls? .

“not the anower.

’Modlfled B plus C

Did your men. dcv»lop any muthod of cooklng tnelr C ratlons which

Wwas ouccvssful”

Yes, They used C retion cand with sand and a little gasoline or
stay-way. We heated some of our rations with not much trouble E
because we had the Jap on the run most of the time. But where the
issue is still in doubt; and the Jap on the offensive, any light or
smoke is dangs rous.

What did you use fOr,your convoy?

‘We had about ‘8 jeeps.

With traileré? g

Did you usé any big trucks at all -- one ton or 1/2 ton? - B

None at all forward of the beachhead until aftcr the fgll of
Munda,

'

In Guadalcanal we tried a field exercise using animals. from a pack

artillery'uhit. Ve found that when we had clesred a trail in the
jungle sufficient “for a mule with his pack, we could use a Jeep.
Also, 2 jeep could jo some places a mule could not. The mule is

Lk

On water -- where did you get your water?’

W@ got the majority of our water from.thv onblneor water points..
Buring the time when we werc cut’ off, we got it where we could

‘find it = in shell holcs or streams. We used the following

purification methods in this priority. Each platoon had one -
canteen chlorine solution which was passed from man to man to

use in'his:centeen. In coses .where the conteen of chlorine solution
was lost, we would use the lodine method. We had no sickness

causod by Uat¢r to ug Knowleaqc.

You mude="bsolv .y no use .of tl‘nsport ior troop movements ot any
tlmb’ - ’ . . .

No, the Jjeeps v v1th sup~r~structurcs for evacuation df»casualties.was
thc nearest ppro“ch to it. ' *

How did you do tn olonel° Did‘you double deck or carry»thchSide
by Slde? : . . o v e P . .
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A. Ve put them side by side.

Q. With reference to that- movemont to the rear what coordination was
effected in moving this battwllon through the adjoining zone for
the attack?® : B

A, The coordination was done by the regimental commander through whose
zonc the troops passed. They did not come back under my. control untll
the mtt .ck had started.

Q. Wlll you state brlefly thc method of movemcnt used? What was your
S0P for Junglc movemont7 :

A. The regular advqnco guard w1th such flunk protuctlon as was practlcable.
Q. Any prescribed dlstances?

. A, We depended more on a prescribed numbor of ‘connecting files who each

were to maintain a maximum of 50 yards from its base file or unit as

the case might be. Our SOP called .for three sets of connecting parties
between the point and the advence party. They could get o maximum

of 50 yds, but they must stay in sight of the next in rear. It, of course
veried with the visibility. There were five sets of connecting files
between the tail of the advence party ahd the head of the support. They
also-could get a maximum of 50 yds between connecting files, but were
‘required to remain in sight of the next in rear. The support set the
‘pace. : )

Q. Did you use the same procedure between the support and the main body?

A. Thot is correct except that the distance was doubled, and distance was
alntalned from the unit in front.

Q. ﬂhﬁt typo of formutlon did you uchv

A. Columns cf files on ea ch side of the trﬂll This trail was sufficiently
wide, being an established JObp trail. :

Q. In your SOP occupmtlon, what type of ground did you loock for
particularly?

A, The ideal terrain would put cach battalion on commanding ground
preferably a ridge or hill. I am, of course, primarily thinking of
defense. .

Q. Did you make use of an SOp advance,quartering.party? o

A. Yes, we had a guartering pnrtj, with ample understudlos gspecially

tra 1ncd in the selection of the SOP bivouac area, Whenever possible
this perty left the column 2t the last halt and went ahead by motor.
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9. ¥hat wes the SOP composition, of the advance p‘rtY" B

A, All S-1s, one non—comm1551oned offlcer from each company, and a medlcal
. officer. If it were nccessary, we took part of the T & R platoon
?fm*gu&s,bﬁ;ﬂusw&smm&ml

Q. About how long did your quartorlng group normally devote to recon-
: nalssance of ‘areas?’ ‘ . :

A ‘Not more than BO‘minutes.f The selection of the regimental area was,
made promptly by the S-1. The battalion groups departed from the S-1's
location “of. the initial.point.of itsiarea. We were.chiefly inter-
ested in routes from the initial pointsﬁto the unit areas,

Q. You used this method in going 1nto blvouacs when you.were not o
actually in combat7 ‘ . ,

A, Better to say we used advance parties where thepe was no probability
of combat. We had only one occasion during this operation to use.
“advance quartering parties. .That was when we were mov1ng north to

position after the fall of Munda.

Q, When did you make your halts°’ Dld you stop long before dark? .

A, In the Jungle we. trled to be worklng on our t051t10n by h o clock

FI

Q.- How long did it- take you to establlsh your SOP and bivouac?

-
sl

A. Two hours.

v

Q. Will you give/us briefly the types of foxholes you:psed?

A, The daytlme outside perimeter was composed of one and two-man
foxholes with standard machine gun emplacements. The inside
‘ perimeter or the one occupied at night was normally the four-man -

type.

Q. What did you find a suitable drea for your combat team?
Could you give approx1mately the area'7

A, In the Jungle about 300 yards to AOO yards diameter- for the battallon
Q. What prov1s10ns'd1d you,have to .curtail noise? -

K. The Japs took care of that for us. At dark all"ﬁoise; smokihg; ete,
' stopped, If you violated that, you were apt to be hit with a rock
from the surrounding foxholes, even if the-Jap failed to notice you.

Q. Dld you habltually have ‘your blvouac together or dld you Have Lo
~ battalions bivouac separetely? ' ,

A, ,Many times one or more battallons would be: separated from’ the reglmental
‘bivouac. ‘
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Q.

A,

Did they: b;vouac w1th oonslderable distance between the battallons -
or. dld they close up in order to get the all—around protectlon°

We closed up whenever p0581ble Durlng the tlme we were. -in column

of battalions,. the battallons were separated by an. average of
approx1mately SOO yds. : I , .

In connectlon w1th blvouac and CP 1nstallat10ns, d1d you follow a

r,trall or not?

DYou never follow an establlshed trall 1f 1t can be av01ded, In~ .

moving into an“ares,,we preferred to move into a. virgin jungle,
Thus, our trail will.end at the end of the regimental area just
about where the supplies are brought in, Our communication was
usually by wire and radio. No runners were used during darkness

- except in extreme emergency, and.then. the runner had about 50/50

chance. of comlng through allve.

: What tentage was:used in the blvouac area°

g Wc:ﬁarmd out eoulpped w1th mess: kit - 1id, spoon, shelterhalf and rain-

coat. The men were permitted to use thelr shelter over 'the rear half

- of their foxhole.: There were no blackout tents, ete., brought forward

during actual combat,

St Pt : N L B E . .

“Dld they normally use the shelter half for cover°
,When ‘time . permltted

" Does the Jungle afford sufflclent protectlon agalnst raln” o

No, .you get wel: very early and- stay wet. A.great part of the ‘time

you are sleeolng in- from 1 1nch to 2 1nohes of water.

E Dld you try to sct up latrlncs 1n thls b1v0uac area°

You have to. We required them in each platoon area.

.-Will you give us the .security setup‘ofsthe SOP»forﬁyour'biVbuao?

In the daytlme cach outside squad-has two men posted as listening
posts. Each command post beginning with the platoen, has a CP sentry;

a platoon posted a single sentry; each company a double sentry, each
battalion three sets of double sentries. A system:of interior patrols
operated as follows: Platoon, 3-man patrol leaves the platoon CP, visits
the CP of the platoon, of its company, next on its.right; visits its .
right front line squad; its left front line squad; the CP of the
phatoon of its company on its left; returns to. its own CP. The company
with a 4 to 6~-man patrol visits the CP of the company, of its bat-
talion, next on ifs- right; “the (P of its right front line platoon,:

the CP on its left front line platoon, the CP of the :company'of its

_ybattallon ori its left, and returns to. its company cP. Ina battallon

-105- RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED

Logistics Commlttee (Cont‘d)

hal b to ‘8-man patrol visits. the battalion CP of. the battalion of its

_regiment on its right; visits the:CP of its right ‘front line compahy;

CP of its left front line’ company, the €P of the battalion of its
regiment on its left; the regimental S-2 and returns to its battalion
CP. The rule of thumb, as to how often to send out, patrols, was each
CP would send out its patrols;x,oftd1us requlred to prevent the un-

‘noticed entry into its area, of a unit the same size as the unit

furnishing the patrol. . .These patrols and. gentries, .in addition to
warning, were chargéd with elimination of any snipers who might

have infiltrated in the area, and with the enforcement of bivouac
dlSClpllno. In New Georgia, ‘they began operations just at ‘dawn and -
ceased operations just at dark.. No movément other than the patrols was
permitted in the -bivouac area at daybreak until the report of all

cloar came through channels to the S—? office,

Your patrols d1d not move at all at nlght°

No, but I don't believe that should nocessarily be the final answer.

It so happened in New Georgia. and Guadalcanal that it worked. The Jap

came to us. - He came every night and he lost about 20 to our l, and
we figured we were doing all right that way. If the Jap ever gets to
using artillety as we use it, theé system won't work; intervals will .
have to be'increased and patrols may have to bg used during darkness.

The bivouac area did not draw enemy artilléry fire°‘

We received morter fire, but the Jap only flrod about three volleys

and then would wait awhlle

© You spoké of being continually wet, which meant that -your clothing,

" particularly shoes, went to pieces VnrY often. How would you effect

‘Map

resupoly of clothlng?

Normal channels - Just as we did guns which bécamé unserviceable, We
would tell the assistant S-4 we needed so much clothes or shoes of
certain sizes.. He telephoned back to S-4 who got them Domowhore They
usually camée up in.a day or so.

Did you try<to'salvage the old»clothing?

Yes, old clothing was sent back to the.raar,aloug Withhother_§aluage.

Réading'committee:

Dld you ever use- half tonos°

Yes, We . had 81mllar mdos. L,

What maos wero avallablo and what scale vas usod9 g

- I don't r°call the scalo.. We»hadﬂlalf-tone,pnoto maps,withﬂ'

arbitrary grid. ‘ ‘
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Q0.

A..

Q.

Ao

Q.

What grid.haeeﬁeedfcﬁﬁtHE“phctofmaps?}u

It Wae_the standard»numberedgérid.

You don't kncw the scale of thc photo maps7
No, I-don't,. I bellcve 1t was approxlmately 20 tc ‘the mlle.ji .

Can you think of any particular instance where sketches were
used or might. havo becn uscd to advantagc°

-~ We used sketches in the Ncw Georgla campalgn contlnuously.
- Panoramic sketching pays big dividends. I found that my mental

picture of the terrain, which I could not see in New Georgia, as

gained from the airplane photographs and the panoramlc sketches sent
‘back by my commanders, was amaz1ngly accurate.f :

. Were thc aerlal photographs avallable 1n advance of operatlons°

ffch, an& also during that time.- The only ohoto we wanted and could

not - get was an obllque photograph taken from over our p051tlon.

Were thc photographs you used contact prlnts or half tones”

" They were both. . We hmd half tone with thc grld and also ‘ordinary
" photographs. : . . .

‘lere the overlapplng palrg avallable for stcreoscoplc studJ°

',:The hlghcr headquarters haq the stereoscoplc photos.

t

. Your headquarters did not have'&p stereoscoplc photos9 (R

VVNo{v-f:* R e R .

Were vectographs uScd 1n your campa1gn°

No, but the vectographs would have helped a lot 1n thc Jungle

Dld*oﬂf;cerses-w'TLﬂae the mennhavewsqiiaclent-knowledge of the ..

-~ subject of mah 2400087

No.

,.What in particular were'they lackingﬂid?fj*‘
’ The ablllty to read aerlal photogr phs.; -

_What W&u the rolc of thc photo 1nuerpreter°

We had no speclal 1nterprcter., The photo 1nterprctcr Was ‘at division
headguarters.
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Map Reading - Commlttee (Cont'd)

Q. You think we could use these photos qdvantageously in teachlng map
reading in the.school? .

A; Yes.

Q. Should officers in that theater bo acqualnted wlth the metric
‘ system? .

A, Not necessary in NeW‘Georgial
Q. Were 1nterpreters at reglmcntal headquarters°

A, Yes. We had ‘two Neisi Jap 1nterpreters initially, but these were
- specially detailed, Normally they were not, permltted below division.

Q. You would encourage that all officers be strlctly familiar wlth
forelgn languages and forelgn mapo? o , -

A, I think it desirable but not essential. I believe that there should .
- be a section in the division - charged especially with rapid transla-
~ tion of foreign maps, symbols, etc, into maps and symbols which we
are accustomed to using. It is obv1ously impossible to teach all of
a wartime army to read and understand foreign maps, etc,. and unless o
all understand allke, there is likely to be confusion. '

Q. Do you know of any occasion where an operatlon falled'beCause an
officer was unable to read maps? ’ :

A; Yes, There was one outstandlng example.

Q. You believe that aerlal photo readlng and sketchlng should be taught
to all officers?

© A, 'Yes, espe01ally panoramlc sketchlng, but don't stop with the offlcers. .
' The noncoms should know it also. : . .

Q. Do you believe. all of thls can be taught in the classroom and partly
on the ground°

A, I believe:the magorlty has to be taught outside the classroom, 1

would like to say here, however, that I don't believe you are going o
to be able to teach them to locate themselves on air pnotos by terraln
features in the Jungle.

Q. Is the answer to that land na V;gation?

A.. Yes, that is rlght However, we did a lot of location by intersection
and resection using flares, smoke, etc. I don't believe the odogrcph
will work in jungle because of the lack of trails and wheels spinning

~ in mud, Every officer should know what his stride is and should be

- checked on frequently to see that he is not forgetting it.

‘-
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Map Reading Commlttee (Cont’dl g ,?ga,f,; o fuﬂ

Q. What use did Vou m“ke of rldgellnlng and streamllnlng on your photos?

A. We didn't use the .ridge llne so much-as the coentour to show ground ,
forms, but we stre@mllncd and contoured completu as our 1nformatlon
. \.grew; o O - : w4 B . .

Q. Was the principle of elevation by profile used on the’ conteour maps?
A, No, we could not contour with-that amount of accuracy.

Q. Would it be wise for every officer to know something .about
culestlml nav1g tion°

A, No. If an off1car can rccd his compass and follow or determlne’
a base llpe, it will be suff1c1unt

\ : : . e -

Qe Dld you come across mony offlcers who couldn't use thb compass°

A.. Yes, but not -in my ruglmunt Ve had very: 1ntun31ve trelnlng
in.that subject beforu we went in -~ both officers and cnllstcd
men, - P A . o ‘

Qn D1d vou ever make an 1n*tia1 bca H‘landing?_ :
4, - Not personally . Somp of the battﬁllons dld

Q. Could you state whether or not tke flrSt troops ashore had good aerial
photographs of. the beaches. - . - ‘ S _ ..

A, Yus, we had both vertlccl and off—shore obllques.
Q. -:Did you huve to 1nturnret photos llke thls’> o

A, We did-what we could. However, higher hpadqugrters made official
interpretations and sent them to us daily. ¥

Q. The map reading committce. is called upon to suvgest mllltﬂry symbols,
The manual does not include military symbols covering all outfits.
Vhat military symbols-did you use in your outfit? Did you use a
language of your own?

A, No. We used the standard sémbolé.
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTLRVIEW OF COLONELlTEMPLE .G HOLLAND
' BY MEMBERQ OF COMMUNICATIONS SECTIOV

15 PR
Nk ; i - 2 B S
/ s

fijhere dld ybu embark from wnen startlng for New Georgma°

From Guadalcanal landed on Rendova and from there to New Georgla.

[y

“Did 3 you have any action 'on Rendova” BT C O \

Very little weé ran into &’ few Jap rlflemen ahd were attacked by air,
Could” you give Us'a picture of the 1nit1a1 land1ng°

I was not present at the initial landlng, The h3d D1v131on landed
two reglments with antlalrcraft and Navy base personnel

.How was the unlt loaded w1th respect to the number of transports used?

e moved from Guadalcanal in echelon, one battallon and reglmental
h eadquarters on’ destrOJer transports,’ .- By that I mean the old

‘destroyers which had been converted to carry troops The remaining

two battalions moved to Rendova on LCI's and LST's. Our standard
loading where cargo space permitted, was one rlfle company and one
machine gun platoon with'their rations, -ammunition' &nd .other supplies

“per boat. This partlcular landlng was effected by unloadlug from the

transports at sea and-going ‘asHore in small ngglns boats., The trans=-
ports remalned a mlle or more off shore.

" Where dld the unlt ]and w1th respect to Munda Alrport°

Munda is on the southwest ‘corner of New Georgla.v The 1n1t1al land»
ing was on Rendova Island, from which we moved by small landing craft

to Zanana Beach on the east coast  of the:greateér New Georgia island.

’Approx1mately what was the dlstance from thélpoint of landing

to the strip?

Approx1mately 12 mlles.

What was the comp031tion of the 1n1tial force g01ng ashore'>

et %

Two 1nfantry reglmental combat teams.
,,,”\ [N

 What was the setup for communlcatlon between elements ashore and

transport?

" Radio. 'Sv

What type radio?

I don't know.
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Did they use any flag signals?

No, the Navy used their blinker system béﬁWeén'thé mother ship

and the landing boats. o . ‘

That was all that was used?
Yes, so far as I know.

Approximately what was the distance from Rendova to the beach .
on New Georgila? . v '

Tt is about 10 miles. .

About what wasbthe lépse of time from first unit's landing 6n,New

Georgia until the entire regiment was on shore?

3

.. Between three ‘and four days for both regimeﬁts and the advance

division CP. It was campleted on the fourth day.

During that time, those three or four days, when did the headguarters

" of your regiment move from Rendova Island to New Georgia?

On about July 20th. My regiment belonged to the 37th Division. The
initial landing was made by the 43rd Division. I was temporarily
placed in command of one of the 43d regiments shortly after their
landing on New Georgia.

What was the setup with respect to communications as soon as you
got ashore? . ) '

The 145th Infantry, in all amphibious operations, used an SOP, which
placed battalions on what we termed an initial beachhead consisting

of an arc of 180 degrees extending from shore to shore and approxi-
mately from 300 to 500 yards in radius per battalion. Our interior’
communications were laid as the troops advanced ashore. The initial
communication during the charge ashore was by radio, distributed as
follows: 5365 — one with each battalion commander, one with each
company commander, (each battalion on a separate channel); 511l's ~ one
with a regiment commander and one with each battalion commander, From
the regimental commander to the division commander was a 609 radio.
This radio communication was used, if necessary, during the initial
minutes of the landing. Usually at the end of 10 to 20 minutes our

wire communications were complete to include trunks from the regiment.

We used EE8 telephones, through switchboards, in all CP's. Sound
power to company CP's, and to each heavy weapons platoon CP. Sound

_ power from regimental S-2 to each thres regimental CP's. - I think that

covers it. '
Do you‘know the épproximate manning'of-thoée_S OPls?v>
The 3 OP's were manned by one noncommissioned officer and seven

privates furnished and especially trained from each battalion..
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The 1n1tial telephone line for thls OP was lald by the reglment :
communlcatlons platoon. o :

Q- What type of wire was used. from reglment to battallon?f ;
A. Initially, it was alwaye a 130 w1re..
Q.: %What communlcatlon did you have with the next hlgher headQuarters?

A, Inltlally, it was radio followed by the 51gnal company 3 laylng of
’ two. 110 wire trunks. to the- reglment :

Q. What communlcatlon, in addition to telephone, dld ‘the S~2 have with
his QP's in the battalion area° In other words, did he have a’ radlo,
and if so, why? :

A. He had the 195 radio whlch was, except for Very short ranges, very
unsatlsfactory We trled the 5ll whlch also Dr0ved unsatlsfactory..

Q. -Why were they unsatlsfactory'7 A e .

AL As I understand it, a shortwave ‘on these instruments would not follow
the folds of the ground or the contours of the vegetation close enough
to be practlcable for use in ‘this- terraln.

Q. Did you have as much trouble w1th the Sll's as the 195'59

A, Inltlally, we thought the Sll very good but -soon after the operatlon
began we couldn't use them at all

A

Q.. Do you know the reasoh? . : j

A, ‘No, I don't., I am of the opinion that the same reason applies'to o
that as to the 536. 'iInitially, for shortiranges they would answer
~our purposes wonderfully, but they soon became: unserviceable due

to excessive moisture and rough handling. The signal officer blamed .

it on our neglect -of the radlo We gave our radio all the care” you
can expect soldiers to give- them under those conditions. . 'The small
portable radios were never SdtlSLaCtOry cxcept for dlstances of a

. few 100 yds.,,

O; Did you know the. condltlon of the battery used in those sets”

A, It was - not the fault of the. battery bec;use we made giite anextensive »
1nvest1gatlon into 1nterchangeable parts to try to keeo them: sorv1coable.'

v Q. Did any sets become wet g01ng ashore and corsequently become’ uSusable?

A. No, not partlcularly for that reason, However, everythlng remalned more
_or‘leSs wet in that climater ‘ .yﬁ

Q. - Could you tell .us where the 195 was USed w1th respoct to your reg1ment°

A. ~Thty were used in. pr Georgla and Guadalcanal by the 5~2 in his patrols
and OP's. . .
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‘A.

What use’ was ‘made -of runners: durlng thls perlod of t1me°

Very little use of runners was made exeept in ease of-radlo or wire
failure or messagces which: requlrod transportlng.: These uses were handled

.lggust as contemplatgd in our tr 1n1ng, o

.

. Did you have any vehlclcs 458 horo 1n the landing7

No. However, we later brought ashore about a dozen —-ton C & R. cars
and the $-ton C, & ‘Ro’containing the 214,5 radio, -

Did you use llght signals during that t1mo°

No, these communications I -have ‘described to you answered our requ1re—
ments fully; although, I don't bxlleve that the dlstrlbutlon I montloned
is according ‘to the ;BA. o ‘ :

How did the 130 wire stand up 1n wet weather°

We could count on it for 24 hours v If we stayod longer than a day
or two, we had to lay either a new 130 froquuntly or replace 130.

with 110

Was all of“it lald on the ground’ »l

~m_Overhead when p0551ble. ‘

Did- you havo regular patrols on’ any of those lines?

‘Not’ rcgular, but almost constantly natrols were out w1th W1re parties

on maintenance missions,

Did youfon 6ccasion have to furnish patrols going with wiring parties?

Always.

This setup going in ~- were they more’ or less sc%ttered all around?

‘ They were'scattered'acoordlngAtova very dbflnlte pattern.

Were your wire parties trail bound?
They followed the unit.

Your rifle company commander hed no direct communication except by wire?

 They had the 536 radio..’, -

How far did the Sll cut down to°

We oould not use 1t cver lOOO yds.‘

What dlfflculty was. oxparlonced in supplylng bcttcrles for those sets?
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Q.

~What 51ze elements, reglment or battalion?

None., We got everything we ncedeéd.  Each operator had his own kit

- of batteries.

Did you have theé new type sw1tchboards or the old boards°

)

.. We had the same one we.used over here.v We had two switchboards to a

regiment and a single one to a battalion. I don't recall the nomen-
clature, but asch hao tWelvo drops.

What method did you use in supplylng w1re7
We figured we needed 8 tnits for each unit of advance.

This was the reglmental average upon which thc conmunlcatlons officer
based his supply.

Were telegreph_instnuments used?

Yes.

Did you have any contact or knowledge of the training they bad° You
had no code sets beyond the regiment? Did they use code at all or
was it all voice?

' They used code on oractlcallv evervttlng that went through mcssage
© center. ’ , ,

From the regiment to the .lower units most messages were sent by

telephone?

That is‘right; Most of the routine was given to the message center
and delivered either by runner or handled by telephone, radio, and
at times by messenger.

Did you use any authenticator code? 3

Yes, we had a special code issued by Operation Headquarters.

Did that change frequently? | | |

It changed each dey.

Did you at any.time enCoUnter‘Jap interference?

We had no trouble on the radio, but you can be pretty certain he
was tapped in on the telephone,

Did you use any suthenticator on the telephone?
%e uscd the same thing as on the radio.
Did you have any of the hand generators?
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. usually of about 50.-

Yes. R T S

Did you find it disclosed your position?

Yesﬁ but there was nothlng we could do bout~it

Was any effort made to Waterproof your radio equlpment prlor to
' muklng your move to the beach? ‘ . S

e madc such 1mprov1sod canvas Covers as we could

What prov151on did you have for ropla01ng communication personnel?

e trw1ncd as many sparos as p0351blo from ull companles before the
operatlon I ran a continuous radio school for operators - a class,

‘Did all your officers feel they were qualified to speak over the radio

and did they with confidence?

Ios, all officers had spoc1al treining in thls.

Did you notice any tundency towardb tho offlcers wnntlng to carry
the messages that thoy had wr1tton° Wes the message cantor used
as designed? » :
The message center was used. )

Do you feel that in combat the message center is. workable? .

Yes; I know it is.

Did the officers know how to write messages?

Yes, although they dld not always havc these. nlcc printed forms to
write on,

Was there at any time neéd for moying,the location,of your CP?

Yes, we had standing operating procedure for that., When the time came
to move an advence detail from each .section and Headquarters Company
moved forward and started the installations. They had the advance |
switchboard, four telephones and onough intrenching tools to commence
operations. As soon as possible e remaining echelon was moved forward,

Now, soneone comlng from the rear —- how could they locate it?.

Thoro were ‘times when we needed a guide to be luft behlnd But most
times 1t was easy to follow-tho wire lines.

What method dld you use in shlfts of oorsonnel to man your communlcatlons°

We put in enough extra men over and above the T/0.to do it.. This had
to do chiefly with communications within the smaller units.
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‘We did not have any.

. The grqund signal projector was all,

- What was your-signal for celling for artillery fira in color?

'Thcy had the 3194

At no time d1d you, h"Vu ground—ﬂlr communlcutlonV N

rcglmpnts., I dld not use thom w1th thc bcttallons.:A

v,Several, both photo gnd bomo rdment

~About how many additional men dld you have to have for the communlcatlons

platoon°

In the battalion;}ai&‘Y6ﬁ h%v€5¢dmpléiﬁtéﬁ$fLnot*hdﬁing eriough personnel?

No, npﬁ’particuia?lv;'ﬁ'”

What ﬁse did you kc of the slgnal prowectorf 'W s {A . o -

, We used it frbqucntly. It was necessary o heve slgnals for locatlon

of units, for tactical 51gnals ad Wcll as” 51gnals for &rooplng sup—

wplles by alr on occuslon.

,,7;..;‘r*W~ : S

Do you recall” what 31gnal wcapéns you ‘hagd b031des thu Vury plst019

Did you have-any colored smoke of aﬁy“kina?' S

“We hed the smoke candle, For ékample:we used a pink smoke to mark::
 the parachute drops. R S .

[

-

I don't recall We followed the so: S ' -

Do you recall men codlng messag es u51nD any partlcular dev1ce7

Whut use did you makg of smokc 1f mny°

In qddltlon to the plnk smoke for parachute drops and adjustnents

©of fire, we used them to merk airplane bombing targéts on at least: o .

three oc0d31ons and for screening dur ing the rcllef of - the 169th
Inf;ntry by the thth Infwntry

e
Vo

!

‘o Aes, infﬁhe_dlvlslon,bgt‘not'1m the regiment,

j‘How'did‘ydu use ybuflligiSOn 6fficeps? 

I méde one assistant S—h, one assistant S~l and-assistant S-2 and
whén the occasion arose¢, they were uséd ‘as liaison-with nc1phbor1ng

Did you have eny alr m1381ono performud derCtlj 1n support of your

.uruglmkntV
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Q. How was that handled?

A, We would make the request to Division one day.,6 The mission would be
performed the next day. In the case of photos, we would reéceive -the

~pictures the follow1ng day.,- - :

Q. How did’it work?

A, As far as the méchﬁnics are concerned, it worked pefféctly.

Q. .Was your rcglment up to T/O 1n strength”lxw

A, We went 1nto the cumpalgn 1pprox1m@tely lOO men short per bgttcllon

Q. Did you have any replacements coming to you durlng the operatlon on
" New Georgia? - Lo o . o : '

A, Once between the end of the MMunda phase and the beginning of the
Bairoka operation.. - They came in about the. end of the day. No
classification - no roster.

Q. What would you say was your chb meuns of communlcatlon°

A, Undoubtedly the telpphone The 609 radlo botwecn mysulf and the
ilelSlon commander worked excellently.

Q. Could you give any cstlmate as to whlch of the two mcnns, radio-or wire,
handled the most traffic? -

A, The telephone.
Q. Do‘you'remember uslng the W,D. code book to code messages?,
A, T personally don't. , R S
| Q. .Did you ever get any 300's at all?

A

. The radio which I used on the channel direétly to the division
commander worked according to that principle.

Q. When you are moving forward, did you always maintain-contact with that set’

A. Yes, we always maintained contact. When going forward in t he underbrush,
it was torn down usually but set up at stated times, Sometimes it was
necessary to resort to relays, but at no time were the rcglmental com~-
menders out of touch with the division commander.

Q. Did you have much trouble with your men in your regiment cuttlng your
own wire?

A. Yes, we stumbled all over it. Usuully when thpj laid & wire, a trail

devcloped and then the carrying parties and runners stepped @ 21l over
it if it was on the ground, :
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Q. -Any tanks on that operation?

A, We had eight llgnt Merlno tanks.

Qs Whet did you do toww*ds the‘WGCOVLry of thc wlre°

A, Nothing. It is not ‘worth anythlng then except for,. salvage after the
operation. . : .

Q.. Did you encounter any mlnos7

Af' We encountered plenty of mlnos but thgy were not 1nstﬁlled
'nQ, How about booby traps? ‘ 7 :

A: .

. As for booby traps, the only ones I know of were those We'put out
oursclves ‘ ‘ "
Q. Coming back to the ta lklng oniﬂk,rgdlo -~ did you talk in the clear
habitually? : :

A, Habitually‘in the clear. We used 1mprov1sed codes for reference to

" locations and individuals. We had within our regiment an SOP variable

code for all leaders-and units. -

Q. You don't kncw of ny occasion when the'Jaos listénéd in on the radio?
A, I assume they did, as thcy listened on the t@lephonb
Q. Did you notice any jamming? - , T o .
A, Vo,
Q. Did you do any jamming?

A. Yes, we did.
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- TRANSCRIPT OF* INTERVIEW OF -COLONEL TEMPLE G~ HOLLAND '
: - BY MEMBERS OF AUTOMOTIVE SECTION

i s Cy Lot

Q.. ‘Didryou'experience any trouble with sdlt water getiing ‘into crank

© '“'cases while cars were being transpbrted"oq boats? .. v

A. We did not transport many vehicles on bodts. ' We had.no:trouble
with this in going to Guadalcanal. We did have some trouble with it
later on for this reason: The plain on the East ¢oast' of Guadalcanal
~is almost sea level. Salt water of the tides moves inland up the
‘streams for half a mile or so. When it was necessary to ford the streams
we often got salt water in chassis, but that was more -or less elimi~

nated as soon as we got bridges in and did not have to do so much
fording. When we did have to cross streams, it was SOP for drivers
(after fording streams) to deadline vehicles for repacking..

Q. Did you make amphibious landings?
A, No transportation was involved.
. Did you have much trouble with water in gasoline?
No water in gasoline noticed.
In what size containers was gasoline received?
. -‘Gasoline was delivered entirely by 50-gallon drumé;j

Q. Did you have any tr@ubie with vapor lock in gas lines?

A, We did not have any such trouble as thaﬁ. There are no long hauls
to be made there. There are many. many short ones. [e had no
trouble over and above ordinery operational troubles.

Q. Did you have any scheduled preﬁentive maintenance or regularly
scheduled 1000 or 6000-mile maintenance services?

A. We carried out the same preventive maintenance as,you carry out
here. We specifically emphasized first echelon., We enforced ,
that in my own regiment by keeping three inspection teams on
the road daily. The practice was anywhere, anytime except during
emergency runs, to stop vehicles of regiment and make a spot check.
These included all points of driver checks.

Q. Did you fin& it difficult to remove mud from vehicles -after they

: had been in muddy operations in order to be able to get to.the
fittings and properly lubricate? -~ ‘. IR

A, During actual combat operation maintenance was carried on as best

" we could, However, the general rule was thut-as long ‘as a vehicle

would run, it ran. When in contact with the enemy, we had to make
out as best we could, but otherwise, we had a very elaborate and
strict check on maintenance, - o ST Ce
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What was done'about'suppliee, fepairs, and spare Darts?c

The supply of spare oarts was spasmodlc and incomplete. Quite often

it was necessary to salvage from several viiicles in order to keep

" éne in operation. When the parts came, we replaced them,. To:iget

a better picture of Guadalcanal. you must remembér that the trans-
portation we used there had been through previous campaigns with

-fAmerlcal D1v1s1on and was in pretty bad shape even when recelved.

"Were vehlcles used mostly for transportlng ammunltiop and casuals?

*Durlng operatlon ‘the vehlcles were used to transport supplles of
,all uypes forward and transport salvage and casualtles to the rear.,

Can’ you descrlbe the ‘method of constructlng the rack for supporting

litters on 1/4-ton for transporting wounded used at Guadalcanal?

We had a superstructure built® on several of the 1/L-tons which
permitted the carrying of two litters {side by 31de) on top, and
one lltter on the body of the vehlcle itself, -

) -

Do you mean, two above the drlver, side by 51de, and one below,
dlrectly alongside the driver?

Yes, It was a very slmple anrangement. Very much 1ike‘the tep
to an old surrey of the early days. o ) S

Was it constructed in the field?‘ Vias it made of metal or of wood?

Yes, it was constructed in the field. It was made of metalrwlron
rods and such other motema1 as could be found.

Did you find tne mechanﬂrs in yoqr rcgjmfnt capable of’ d01ng more
than first end sécond echelon? -

: The mechanlcs in our. refﬂmert were verJ capable.

Were thev llmlted to econd echelon work?

In general, they. were.  The majority of overhaul casas in my

regiment were sent o uhe Orunanoe.

Was thé Ordnance Ath Fchelon snop back of you or w1th tr‘anspor’c,c'it1on'P

It was w1tn th» transporqa "ion except durlng time of actual opera-

,tlen"vb A we had only a skeleton fleet of 1/L4-tens, The Ordnange

repair shop stayed wiih the bulk of trunsportatlon and came for-
ward when the opsration had been completed, : :

‘Did you find that you could carry suff1c1ent supolles ‘with
g‘l/h»toro'xu malnta¢n oporat¢ons)
Yes. " We had no shortages, but - 1t requlred a lot oi ef ort.s e used

trailers as much as poss1ble.
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Qe

AL.

Did you operate vehicles 24 hours a day?-‘Did you haye different
drivers? ' ' C -

Ve operated during the hours of daylight only. Ve had two drivers
for each vehicle. '

Did'aSSiétént drivers always;go'aldﬁg?”

Yes, almost invariably. There were several reasons for this. It

" was desirable to.have someone sitting there with rifle ready to shoot.

Then;!alSo, a large .percentage of miles covered during operation is -
done by getting behind theljeep‘and pushing,

You seem to be stressing the fact that driver maintenance was im-
portant. Did you let your drivers do much servicing on vehicles
before phase of operations in order to make them familiar with their
vehicles? .

Yes. 411 of our drivers attended drivers! schools. They were

~continuously in schools. The assistant driver went for a termy

then the chief driver went, Our standard procedure was that any
time a vehicle went to the shop, the driver went with it. The
assistant driver went also if he could be spared. In this way they
picked up quite a bit of knowledge. : o

Did your drivers do their own lubricaﬂing?

Ybé,'but,only under the supervision of the service company section
cheif, Of course, during actual fighting the drivers did whatever
was considered necessary to be done. .

Whére'did;you get your assistant drivers?

Ve stole them from comﬁaniéé, Each man was officially an assistant -

driver in addition to other duties,.

Were guns mounted on.vehicles or were rifles used for protection?

Some machine guns were mounted. Usually they were only on vehicles
used on the beachhead or when the vehicles-expected to be stopped
for long intervals, It was impracticable to operate vehicles in
jungle with any kind-of superstructure on them except for those we
used for carrying casualties, In this case, six men went with the
vehicle to guard and help it over rough places. '

' Whai types of vehicles did the Japs have in there, if any?

They had old trucks that looked like models about 1935-37, There

were foreign and American models.. They did hot compre with our
"trucks and modern transportation. I saw only one official sedan -- or

what was left of it.

Did yéu-notice the-makes of some of the transportation?
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During actual operatlons, did you find thc ﬁ-tons qufflclent in |

~Aumber or would you have -liked more?.

I would have llked very much to have had more as 1t requlred two or

three shuttlcs for each vehicle.

We' could have used twice as many.

Is it advlsablc 10 have full complement of vehlclosef.y

i

' No., You COuld not p0551bly operate a full complement of vehlcles'

under the condltlons of"the New Georgla campaign.

Would you advecate one-half -or onc~th1rd of full complement

for rcglment°

Durlng the actual flghtlng, approx1matcly six 1/L- to“e per battallon

‘is all you can operate,

1/2-tons, 1 1/2-tens, or:2-1/2~tons,
haullng on .the bcachhead but roads clsewhere would not suoport them.

%hat was the tool sltuation°
; What tools were ‘carried? .
screw drivers and pliers?

More along the line of ‘screw: drivérs and pliers. However, the

You have absolutely no use for 3/A-tons

Yéu | coqu use some of them for

D1d you hﬂvc full complement of tools?
Regular: Unit Equlpment“Seto:or”mootly

v

mechanics carried hand sets which did not take up much. space. We

.should havc had.

© were never ablé to- brlhg drlvcrs‘ sets up to what drlvers really

When roads were 1mpasoaole for ]/A—tons, if you had had semi-track
or full track carriers, would they have ncgotlated the tralls°
Somethlng llke a bulldozer for carr Jlng° :

I thlnk it would bc qulte an’ 1mprOchent ‘ However;'the jeep was

quite satisfactory.

There would be little use for them out of

< Jungle where you would need wheeled vehicles for' speed_and long trlps.

'The compromlse I bolleve to be tho 1/L~tons.
Arc vehlcles kcpt under battal1on control? .

A]l vchlcles were: consolldated under reglmcntal control ‘Battelions

never. gsaw them exccpt as-used.

PR
A

-
WS

Was yours the only reglment in that area? Were there other regiments

with samevtransportation as yours?-.

.There were six cventually.
same, initially.

Average. tranSportation WiiS about the

k&fter the fall-of Munda they began puttlng down
,._roads and bringing .in more tranoDortatlon

Yere rcpalrs and malntenancc performcd under blackout durlng

actual flgbtlng

=222
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;;.Nothmg was done.-at: qlght toward repalrs during actual flghtlng.
- We made: almostw
. lexcept when.: necessary a;

,rlps after dark and mdde né. vehlcle moVements
cachhead: B 1<) llghts were . employed - Most
of the malntenanoe was pe formed jhllo vohlcles wer* temporarlly

5deadllned. .48, long ‘as vehicles” ‘8oyld’ fun, they ran,’ 'Therg was:no

:;*blackout'equlpmcnt for men to W rk under, end we dld not put black-

- out malntenance operatlons 1nto effect

A b

)‘Were penaltlos 1mposed on drlvers as to Just what they mlght or

.'pdlrs and ﬂttempt Yo correct trouble?

'Yos, in casee of emergency 1t was left to thu dlScretlon of the-
derurS.‘,f,;‘ ,

LW

Assumlng there is no use for vehlcles forward, they wouid have 6 be

vleft 1n rear area?

,Yes.- They are leftlbehlnd w1th drlvcrs. vh,;
What lubrlcants dld .you recelve° That types were they° Were they
from Australla or from thé States? ,

I am of the oplnlon that they and everythlng else were frOm the
States. It ls p0551ble that the lubrlcants were: from Australla.'

mlght hot do. wlth vehlcleo, or was thelr knowledge c‘cceptable‘>

Nothlng 1mposed. ‘ue stuck by drlver mdlntenance but when a
vehicle went.in for lubllcatlon, the driver did the 1ubrlcatlon
under supervision of service company speciallst When a vuhlcle ¢
went in for overhaul or repair the driver was’ ‘réquired to e -

present. and assist in whatever way he. could. This was purely for
oducation of driver, not becadse e needed hlm to mako\repelrs.

. When it became necessary for driversto make emergency repairs, .

for example, ignition trouble, which normally was not remedied .
by drivers, were the drivers allowod to go ‘ahead and maké re*'

e
AP SN

.Dld bulldozers belonp‘toﬁthe Combat Englneers° What were the
nameu and weights of themo,tif

. Bulldozers belonged to Division Engineer Batt“llon. They were llght

bulldozers, L don't know the correct name or weight.

In your experience w1th dr1Vers and a551stent drlvers, do you - ‘o
advocate, generally, drivers and assistant drivens in normal o
T/0 arrangement of an- Infantry roglmont¢ As it is set ‘up now, -
about one~half of the drivers perform other dutles, such as mes-

- ‘senger, bugler, etc.,,w1th driving as a secondary duty Do you

ot belleve that driving should be tbelr flrst duty in.- order to 4
take propor care . of vehlcle° ST Lo

R B

«There must bc a. compromise somowhere along tbe llne. Wlth thu
numbor of vehlcles in the Infantry reglment we would be over- :
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- During battle we always had two drivers, either an'assistant driver

loaded ‘with drivers. I .think.the present: arrangement in.the; South
Pacific "is fairly satlsfactory. .Where the rifleman-has llttle to do”

‘as a-rifleman, he can‘'serve as an-assistant, drlver., The same 1s true

with the machlne gunner..  In:actual combat all the gunners wore busy
fighting .and most drivers: were bysy.carrying up ammunltlon I don't

"believe I would advocate changing the present arrangement and systom."

Did you always have two derurS durlng battle° Was it in case one

‘of ‘the drlvers was picked off” :

"

ar a rifleman acting as assistant, ' There were many cases where the
Japs got both of the drivers and the passengers. If-an assistant °
driver was needed we picked h1m up from anywhere avallable.

: Who looked after the field range the mechanlcs or the cooks?

. We had a trained crew of mechanlcs on those things that went from

kitchen to kitchen. They probably didn't get to every kitchen
every day, but they were taken by rotation-and all emergency calls

“were taken care of by them, In addition to.this, the cooks gave

one unit a- pretty good overhaul or first echelon.check every day..
One trouble we had was due to perlodlcal use of red gasol1ne.

When the fllters were changed regularly, you nad no trouble then
with the red gasollne'> ' , : : ‘

We had no breakdowns in cooking;.'We managed to_keep serving
meals byiexeroising‘due care. ' C

How did you move kltchen equipment after being in operatlon a whlle
and mov1ng forward, say 15 m11es° :

The kltchen equlpment was left back on. Guadalcanal unltl after the
initial operatlon in New Georgia, then it was brought up to the
beach:head by 'boat.” It remained at the beachhead until operation

was half finished, then moved up as a group on 1/L-tons and set - .

up again in the reglment's rear areg, Food was cooked in bulk and
sent up to battalion in cans, Companies never saw the kitchens
from beginning to end of the operation,

Did you use preparodArations?

Tes, a modlflcatlon of B combln d with C, etc,'

1

How much time elapsed between the time the meal was prepared and
the tlme it was: eaten° » : S

- Thé ‘First dellvery of - breakfast btgan about one hour after dayllght

The last delivery was about ten o'clock in the morning. It took
approxlmately tWwo or three hours, We only-had:two .hot, meals each. day.
As far as drivers were concerned, it was a contlnuous operatlon,-
After picking up empty cans from:breakfast and returning them, it was
time to take -out suppers. 411 food was dellvered by l/h—tons up
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to’ battallon areas and carried from there on up to companlfs.
Ration cans or c¢anteen “cups ‘were used .in lieuw of mess klts..

Q. Did. you provide s ecurlty for reglmental ‘train bivouac?

A, rlnltlally it was prov1dcd by d1v151on troops. When we moved
" North, we prOV1ded our own (AT Serv Co. ) : o :

Q. Do you reccommend tho system of tqklng over vohlcles alroady thore
and leaving vehigles back?

A »Thls is done prlmarlly to save shlpplng space. hAs far as units-
Torare concernod rccelv1ng secondh*nd vehlcles is an unsatlsfoctory
“arrangcment R : S : :
Qi Is there much papor work done and are- recordg kept°‘
A.. Yes, but it ;s notvdone during actual flghtlng.,_ﬂfter flghtlng,
an immediate 1nvent0ry’is started, regular acrount;blllty begun,
and malntenance and regular forms and recordo kept

| Qv uDld ‘your mechanlcs over use W D A.G O, Form #béO or were they
Lo famildiar: w1th 1t° .

‘A, Idon't know. I never hcard of it myself 80, far as I recull
Q.. Vas demolltlon practlcod?

Ao Yes: on one occa51on in another regiment. the ammunltion dump
was blown up along w1th tho transportatlon .

Q. Did you have demolltlon equtpment forwthls puf?ose?““’
A, NO._'-

Q.',Were drivers'instructed to demolisﬁ their own vehicles? -

=

Yes, the same as w1th weapono, vehlclos,‘ana other equlpment
Q. Was 1t left up to the dlscrotlon of tho drlver7
’ \
A.. Yes, Wc made no reutrlctlons on it but left 1t up to personnel .in

charge.. There usually wéren't many superv1sors %round at p1acos
where drivers might get 1nto trouble. ‘ : -

Q. Was it a problem to get ammunltlon° -

A, Inltlally it was 100% manhundltd. Lfter bulldozers were uscd, it

' was kept up to within 1/2 mile by Jeeps.ﬂ From there on it was
easily handled. - T =

Q.:. What do theomen'ofpthevbana~do during'aCtdal combat?
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A. They a351st in evacuation of woundcd “carry ammunition, supplies,
ete, » : L .

Q. What became of enemy vehicles when, captured?

A. Most of cnemy vehlcles were pretty well destroyed by ‘bembs., I did
notice some of them rtussembled and put in operation by tho C.Bu's
and serv1ce blbmuntS.

o Q. Would pack mules be to'an advéntage?

A, Vie tried them in Guadalcanul but d001ded to send them back to the FA. |
‘They aren't satisfactory.. Where you can use a mule, you can usually : "
use a jeep. A trail cleared. sufflclcntly wide for a mule and his - N
pack will be wide enough for a 1/L-ton. hlSO, you don't have to get
up hay for a jeep, nor does a jeep admit defeat or balk. We only '
used mules for a short time and went back to 1/h-tons.

iQ,J Werevha;f—tracks used or was there too much sand?i'

"A, They were present but not used initially. Even tanks were getting,
bogged down going across.country,, The trails were so narrow and
winding that the 1/4~-tons had dlfflculty keenlng two~waJ trafflc
_going. Thb Jungle 1s no place for la rge vehlcles

Q. What was the rate of progress in Jungle?

“A.  Very slow, We could go through Jjungle unopposed at 2 or 3 thousand
yards a day but usually made only 600 to 1000 yards a day when
opposed, During trﬂlning our reglment made SO miles in three days .
with no vehicles, und using existing trails.. In cuttlng trenls '

you cannot make more then 2 or 3 thousand yards

Q. How was contact malntalned-w1th s0 much undergrowth?

Ay We did it in a nunber of ways. Our chief reliance was ground

' navigation to keep accurately located on the photograph with .

" lateral patrols working constantly. We kept one officer with.

each adjacent regiment. &1l information rcceived was used to
verify locations on the photograph map,

fQ; Did you havefredios? Could you use them?
A;._YCQ;‘an& the& ﬁorkeo fairly well,

Qo What type radio-did you have, welkle—tulﬁle, was it l95°
L. Wc had several klnds' 195, 511 z8u, 536 2&), and 609 _2' ) a
Q. What is the range of 5367 -
A, We only expected it to function up to AOO yards at maximum.

© It was mostly used up in front and then only until a telephone
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Did you plan to surprise Japs when attacking?

line could be installed. It wes good for only a little better than
shouting distance, The ones we had were not waterproofed.  The
canvas cases do not keep them dry, and they were not too satisfactory.

~ What was the frbntage_covered by the battalion?

Initially SOO'yards to the regimental'front;tor~250 yards for each
of the two attacking battalions.

Did the Japs use armor?

The nearcét thing used were bullet proof vests, . There were no
tanks in New Georgia.

Did you have a Cannon Company? .
No Cannon _Compény.

I don't know that the Japs were surprised, Most of our attacks
were preceded by preparations. However, we did catch some Jap’

‘officers at breakfast one morning.
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THIS SET OF DIAGRAMS
ILLUSTRATES STANDING
OPERATING PROCEDURES
WHICH WERE USED SUCCESSFULLY
~ BY ONE INFANTRY REGIMENT
IN JUNGLE FIGHTING.
THE SET IS FURNISHED
AS INFORMATION.
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CONNECTING FILE.
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TO LEFT. 2D PLATOON FURNISHES FLANK PA-
TROL TO RIGHT. EACH MAJOR CHANGE IN DI-
RECTION CALLS FOR NEW PATROL ON OUT-
SIDE FLANK.

EACH UNIT MAINTAINS A MAXIMUM OF PRE-
SCRIBED DISTANCE FROM AND GUIDES ON UNIT
NEXT IN REAR.

UNLESS OTHERWISE DESIGNATED. UNITS
MOVE OUT IN ONE-TWO-THREE ORDER.

WITH COMPANY ACTING ALONE. RATE OF
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FRONT

MOVEMENT FROM COLUMN
INTO SOPF BIVOUAC

GO INTO POSITION FROM RIGHT TO LE
IN ONE-TWO-THREE ORDER.
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VARIES APPRECIABLY WITH THE TERRAIN

4. EACH AUTOMATIC WEAPON HAS A
SUPPLEMENTARY POSITION ON THE OP-
POSITE SIDE OF ITS OWN UNIT AREA. TWO
EXAMPLES ARE SHOWN BY DOTTED SYM-
BOLS IN UPPER RIGHT BN AREA
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FRONT
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/
WEAPONS PLAT
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X
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X IN OBsS

SCOUTS
x IN OBS
X

SOP COMBAT BIVOUAC

SHOWING WARNING SENTRIES
AND BAR DISPOSITIONS

1. IN FEEDING HOT MEAL—-ALL CONTAINERS ARE
SPACED 5 TO 10 YDS APART. ONE HALF OF
PLATOON APPROACHES IN SINGLE FILE, EACH
MAN 5 TO 10 YDS APART. GETS HIS FOOD AND
MOVES OUT S50 TO 75 YDS BEFORE EATING
WAITING GROUP REMAIN 50 TO 75 YDS FROM
FOOD. WASHING LINES ARE SIMILARLY CON-
DUCTED.

2 EACH AUTO WEAPON HAS, IN ADDITION TO AN
ALTERNATE POSITION. A SUPPLEMENTAL PO-
SITION ON THE OPFOSITE SIDE OF ITS UNIT,
AN EXAMPLE IS SHOWN BY DOTTED SYMBOL
IN UPPER RIGHT PLATOON
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@ EE-8-C ) TELEPHONE

O SOUND POWERED TELEPHONE

s. o. P.

AN ADAPTATION OF STANDARD WIRE COMMUNI-
CATIONS OF THE INFANTRY REGIMENT AS USED BY
AN INFANTRY, REGIMENT IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC
AREA.

NOTE:

1. THE TWELVE DROP BOARD FOR BATTALIONS.

2. THE SOUND POWERED HOOK-UP BETWEEN
BATTALION AND COMPANY COMMANDERS. THIS IS
ACCOMPLISHED BY THE COMPANY SENDING ONE MAN
WITH ONE TELEPHONE (5-P) AND ONE REEL OF WIRE
TO THE BATTALION COMMANDER UPON DEVELOP-
MENT FOR COMBAT. HE LAYS THE WIRE AS HE GOES.
ONE MAN WITH ONE PHONE ($-P). AND ONE REEL OF
WIRE REMAINS WITH THE COMPANY COMMANDER.
BOTH PHONES ARE ADVANCED FORWARD AS THE
C. P.s MOVE LAYING WIRE FROM EACH END. WHEN
POSSIBLE NEW LATERAI S ARE LAID FROM THE BAT-
TALION TO THE COMPANY AND REAR LOOP CUT OUT.

3. THE METHOD OF FORWARD ADVANCE OUT-
LINED IN 2 ABOVE IS ALSO APPLICABLE TO THE HEAVY
WEAPONS PLATOON AND COMPANY HOOK-UP, THE
O. P.s AND THE GUN-OBSERVER COMMUNICATION OF
THE MORTAR SECTIONS.

4. THE HABITUAL DOUBLE LINES EACH LAID OVER
A DIFFERENT ROUTE.

5. THE PARTY LINE O. P.s LEADING INTO THE FIL-
TER CENTER.

6. THE REGIMENTAL WIRE SECTION HAS THREE
TEST PHONES FOR TROUBLE SHOOTING.

7. THE SINGLE SOUND POWERED SET FOR THE
60-MM. MORTAR SECTION PRESUPPOSING THEIR HAB-
ITUAL EMPLOYMENT IN BATTERY.

8. THE METHOD OF ADVANCING THE C.P.s IS ORTH-
ODOX.

9. COMPANY SOUND POWERED LINES TO BAT-
TALION MAY ON OCCASION BE TIED INTO THE BATTAL-
ION SWITCH BOARD.

10. REGIMENTAL O. P. LINES ARE LAID BY REGI.
MENTAL WIRE SECTION.

11. INJTIAL LINES ARE LAID WITH 130 (ASSAULT)
WIRE. IF SITUATION BECOMES STATIC. REPLACE-
MENTS ARE MADE BEGINNING WITH REGIMENTAL
S. W B. TO BATTALIONS AND O. P.s. USING 110 WIRE.

12. THE SUPPLY REQUIREMENTS WERE BASED ON
8 MILES OF WIRE REQUIRED FOR EACH MILE OF AD-
VANCE. ’
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RESTRICTED

S. 0. P. RADIO COM. INF. REGT. ADMINISTRATIVE NETS
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AN ADAPTATION OF THE STANDARD RADIO NETS
AS USED BY AN INFANTRY REGIMENT IN THE SOUTH
PACIFIC AREA.

NOTE:

1. THE RADIOS SHOWN HEREON ARE FROM THE
PRESENT T.0. WHICH SUBSTITUTES THE SCR 300 FOR
THE SCR 511 AND SCR 195 WHICH WERE ACTUALLY
USED. BUT WERE UNSATISFACTORY.

2. EACH COMMANDER HAS A NET FOR HIS COM-
MANDERS.

3. EACH COMMANDER. TO INCLUDE THE COM-
PANY, HAS TWO RADIOS AT HIS OWN COMMAND NET.
THIS PROVIDES ONE REPLACEMENT FOR EMERGEN-
CIES AND ALSO PERMITS HIM TO REMAIN CONSTANT-
LY IN TOUCH WITH HIS C. P. DURING ANY RECONNAIS-
SANCE OR VISITS OF INSPECTION.

4. THE COMMAND NETS ARE VOICE PORTABLES
WHICH ACCOMPANY THE COMMANDERS AT ALL TIMES.
THEY ARE OPERATED ON SET FREQUENCIES. THEY
MAY BE PUT IN OPERATION AT STATED INTERVALS OR
OPERATED CONTINUOUSLY AS THE OCCASION DE-
MANDS.

S. THE ADMINISTRATIVE NET OPERATES AS CON-
TEMPLATED IN THE NORMAL S. O. I.

6. IN COMBAT THE RADIO IS IN ADDITION TO. AND
NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR. WIRE COMMUNICATIONS.
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